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By  LINDA  LOCKWOOD 
News  Editor 

For  about  six  months  I  have  been  serving  as  your  ‘Louisiana 
Methodist  Reporter"  news  editor. 

I  have  enjoyed  working  with  Methodists  across  the  state  and 
as  the  1979  year  begins  I  want  us  to  continue  working  together  to 
produce  a  paper  you  not  only  enjoy  reading  but  you  are  proud  of. 
This  office,  located  at  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
nrvWTPTK  $>I  I  C7T  l^ead(Juarters,  100  E.  Kings  Hwy .  on  Centenary  College  Campus 
jtlPilJ  itlTlJUlin  Shreveport,  only  produces  the  front  page  of  your  paper.  This 
page  is  dedicated  to  news  about  Louisiana  Methodists  and 
conference  activities  and  events  you  will  be  interested  in 
reading  about. 

The  inside  pages  of  the  paper  are  put  together  by  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  Staff  in  Dallas,  Texas. 

During  the  past  six  months  you  have  observed  changes  in  the 
front  page.  We  believe  these  changes  have  improved  the  paper. 
Many  of  our  readers,  not  only  in  Louisiana  but  in  other  states 
w  ho  have  written  or  called,  agree. 

However,  we  have  received  some  criticisms,  too.  We 
appreciate  these  comments,  also,  because  it  is  only  through 
them  that  we  know  our  weaknesses  and  can  work  to  correct 
them. 

We  want  this  paper  to  be  a  quality  production  that  contains 
what  you  want  to  read  and  see. 

We  are  flexible,  but  as  with  anything,  we  have  to  lollow  some 
guidelines. 

I  have  been  hired  to  work  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  and  I 
can  be  contacted  on  these  days  at  (318  )  868-5362.  However,  Ray 
Branton,  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Director  and 
editor  of  your  paper,  can  be  contacted  at  this  number  during 


other  days  of  the  week. 

I'm  trying  very  hard,  with  the  Lord's  help,  to  put  out  the  kind 
of  paper  our  Conference  wants  and  needs. 

You  can  help  me  achieve  this  goal  by  following  the  guidelines 
listed  below. 

Thank  you. 


Ten  guidelines 


iv  To  Submit 
i  ’tides  To 
;La.  Methodist’ 


1  Deadlines  are  on  Mondays  for  the  issue  that  will  appear  li 
days  later.  If  you  have  news  of  an  emergency  nature,  call  us. 
Sometimes,  we  can  pull  an  item  and  slip  brief  stories  like  this  in 
before  the  paper  goes  to  print.  If  you  have  a  special  story, 
contact  us  ahead  of  time  and  space  will  be  reserved. 

2.  If  possible,  please  type  your  articles.  Or,  print  the 
names  listed  in  the  articles.  This  will  help  us  to  get  the 
correct  spelling  of  individuals  in  the  paper 

3.  ALWAYS  identify  yourself.  Name,  address  and  phone 
number  are  essential.  If  we  have  a  question  about  your  article  or 
need  more  information,  we  need  to  know  where  to  reach  you. 

4.  When  writing  articles  about  meetings  or  events,  keep  in 
mind  what  other  people  who  don't  attend  your  church  would  like 
to  read  about. 

For  example,  most  people  don't  care  what  you  had  to  eat.  A 
good  article  will  tell  who  spoke  or  what  purpose  you  had  in 
meeting  and  what  the  outcome  was  from  the  event  or  meeting.  If 
a  missionary  spoke,  what  did  that  person  say  and  how  did  it 
affect  your  group? 

5.  PICTURES  are  appreciated,  but  we  can  only  use  a  limited 
number  in  each  issue.  Polaroids  can  be  used.  And  some  color 


photos  can  be  used,  but  black  and  white  are  preferred.  In  focus, 
please.  We  are  trying  to  keep  from  using  out  of  focus  or  blurred 
pictures.  Please  try  to  avoid  a  row  of  people  standing,  starring, 
in  front  of  the  camera  Have  the  people  in  the  picture  doing 
something  And  try  to  limit  the  number  of  people  in  the  picture 
to  three  or  four.  The  rule  here  again,  is:  What  will  others  in  the 
state  want  to  see.  Most  people  tend  to  stand  too  far  away  from 
their  subjects  when  photographing— get  in  close. 

6.  There  are  many  reasons  why  a  picture  does  not  get  used  in 
the  paper  I  am  making  a  New  Year's  resolution  to  send  a 
response  note  explaining  why  yours  may  not  have  been  used. 
Please  mark  the  back  of  your  pictures  with  your  name  and 
address  so  we  can  return  the  pictures.  Write  softly  or  use  a 
grease  pencil  so  you  won't  damage  the  print 

7.  Try  to  send  us  news  of  events  before  they  happen  so  that 
people  in  your  area  will  be  able  to  make  plans  to  attend. 
Advance  news  items  will  receive  first  priority  because  they  are 
timely.  Remember:  We  need  the  information  about  three  weeks 
before  it  happens  to  meet  our  deadlines. 

8.  Send  us  ideas  for  human  interest  or  "people"  stories. 
Everyone  enjoys  reading  about  fellow  Methodists  in  this 
Conference.  Also,  send  letters  to  the  editor  Let  us  hear  from  you 
about  what  you  like  or  dislike. 

9.  Be  sure  you  send  articles  to  Conference  Office,  P.O.  4325, 
Shreveport.  La.  71104,  and  not  to  Dallas. 

10.  Each  church  should  have  a  Communications  Coordinator 
in  charge  of  sending  information  to  the  "Louisiana  Methodist 
Reporter."  Find  out  who  it  is  at  your  church  and  work  with  him 
or  her  to  submit  news.  If  your  church  does  not  have  such  a 
person,  why  not  suggest  that  your  pastor  appoint  one. 
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1979  Week  Of  Prayer 

Unity:  Don’t  Just  Say  It!  Pray  It! 


By  SISTER  ROBERTA 
SOUTHWICK,  S.A. 

"Unity"  is  a  wishful  word.  From 
January  18  to  25  every  year,  Christians 
around  the  world  say  the  word  together. 
We  like  the  sound  of  celebration  which  it 
implies. 

Why  in  the  world  do  we  pray  for 
Christian  unity?  Jesus  has  already 
prayed  "that  they  all  may  be  one"  (Jn. 
17:20),  and  He  told  us  that  we  are 
members  of  his  Body  (Jn.  15).  There 
seems  to  be  no  real  reason  to  pray  for 
unity,  therefore. 

In  considering  this  paradox,  St. 
Augustine  reminds  us  that  "when  we 
speak  with  God  in  prayer  we  do  not 
separate  the  Son  from  Him,  and  when  the 
body  of  the  Son  prays  it  does  not  separate 
the  Son  from  Him,  and  when  the  body  of 
the  Son  prays  it  does  not  separate  its 
head  from  itself:  it  is  the  one  Savior  of 
his  body,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son 
of  God,  who  prays  for  us  and  in  us  and  is 
himself  the  object  of  our  prayers.  He 
prays  for  us  as  our  priest,  he  prays  in  us 
as  our  head,  he  is  the  object  of  our 
prayers  as  our  God”  ("Commentary  of 
the  Psalms”). 

Again  we  might  ask  why  in  the  world 
do  we  pray  for  unity?  St.  Augustine  must 
have  asked  the  same  question,  because 
in  one  of  his  letters  he  writes:  "Why  he 
should  ask  us  to  pray,  when  he  knows 
what  we  need  before  we  ask  him,  may 
perplex  us  if  we  do  not  realize  that  our 
Lord  and  God  does  not  want  to  know  what 
we  want  but  wants  us  rather  to  exercise 
our  desire  through  our  prayers,  so  that 
we  may  be  able  to  receive  what  he  is  pre¬ 
paring  to  give  us. 

His  gift  is  very  great  indeed,  but  our 
capacity  is  too  small  and  limited  to 
receive  it.  That  is  why  we  are  told: 
Enlarge  your  desires;  do  not  bear  the 
yoke  of  unbelievers"  (Letter  to  Proba). 
In  another  place,  Augustine  states  that 
"the  entire  life  of  a  good  Christian  is  in 
fact  an  exercise  of  holy  desire.  You  do 
not  yet  see  what  you  long  for,  but  the 
very  act  of  desiring  prepares  you,  so  that 
when  he  comes  you  may  see  and  be 
utterly  satisfied”  (Sermon  on  1  John). 

The  Second  Vatican  Council  also  spoke 
about  this  same  "desire”  in  the  Decree 
on  Ecumenism  with  these  words:  "There 
can  be  no  ecumenism  worthy  of  the  name 
without  interior  conversion.  For  it  is 
from  newness  of  attitudes  of  mind,  from 
self-denial  and  unstinted  love,  that 
desires  of  unity  take  their  rise  and 
develop  in  a  mature  way."  In  another 
place  within  the  same  decree  we  find  this 
further  explanation:  "This  change  of 
heart  and  holiness  of  life,  along  with 
public  and  private  prayer  for  the  unity  of 
Christians,  should  be  regarded  as  the 
soul  of  the  whole  ecumenical  movement, 
and  merits  the  name  spiritual 
ecumenism.'" 

In  these  few  words  the  decree  defines 
spiritual  ecumenism  and  stresses  its 
importance  for  Christians  both  in  prayer 
and  in  eucharistic  celebration.  Every 
Christian,  even  though  he  or  she  may  not 
live  among  the  "separated  brethren," 
always  and  everywhere  has  his  or  her 
part  in  the  ecumenical  movement.  That 
role  is  to  restore  and  renew  Christian  life 
according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  as 
has  been  taught  by  the  Second  Vatican 
Council,  omitting  nothing  of  the  common 
Christian  heritage. 

This  conciliar  advice  brings  us  to  our 
present  consideration.  The  theme 
selected  to  guide  our  prayers  during  the 
1979  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unitey 
is  "Serve  One  Another  to  the  Glory  of 
God”  (1  Peter  4:7-11).  We  can  easily  join 
the  prayer  of  Jesus  and  Christians 
throughout  the  world  without  abandoning 
the  routine  of  our  daily  lives  by 
remembering  a  "key  word"  and  a 
thought  for  each  day  during  the  Week  of 
Prayer. 

For  those  who  are  able,  some  extra 
time  set  aside  for  reading  Scripture  can 


help  renew  their  desire  for  unity  in  the 
body  of  Christ.  Moreover,  we  can 
participate  in  prayer  services  for  unity 
and  join  Christians  from  other  churches 
in  commmon  prayer  for  unity  in  the  Body 
of  Christ. 

What  follows  here  are  brief  notes  that 
can  be  used  for  personal  meditation  and 
discussion  with  others  during  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity.  For  each  day 
a  verse  or  phrase  from  the  First  Epistle 
of  Peter  is  given  along  with  a  "key  word" 
to  jog  our  memories. 


January  18— The  End  of  All 
Things  Is  At  Hand  (4:7) 

Unity  is  AVAILABLE  to  us.  We  await 
the  fulfillment  of  Jesus'  prayer.  We  are 
attentive  to  the  signs  of  his  influence  in 
our  lives  through  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit. 
Like  the  alert  servants  who  enjoyed 
serving  their  master  on  his  return  from  a 
wedding  (Luke  12:35-40),  we  will  be  full 
of  desire  for  the  restoration  of  all  things 
in  Jesus  Christ.  Until  then,  we  recognize 
and  utilize  the  *  ‘different  gifts”  which  the 
Holy  Spirit  gives  us  for  the  common 
good:  wisdom,  faith,  healing,  and  many 
others  (1  Cor.  10:1-13).  Then,  at  the 
"coming  of  the  Day  of  the  Lord"  (Jeol 
3:1-5),  we  will  truly  be  able  to  say  "Jesus 
is  Lord." 


January  19— Therefore  Keep  Sane 
and  Sober  For  Your  Prayers  (4:7b) 
We  must  stay  AWAKE,  keeping 
careful  watch  over  our  conduct,  trying  to 
discern  the  will  of  the  Lord  for  us  (Eph. 
5:14-18).  Several  times  we  are  reminded 
in  the  Scripture  about  the  necessity  and 
desirability  of  an  attitude  which  keeps  us 
watchful  in  prayer.  The  "wise  virgins" 
were  prepared  to  wait  for  the  coming  of 
the  bridegroom  (Matt.  25:1-13). 
Habakkuk  warns  us  that  the  Kingdom 
will  not  come  by  force  ( Ha b.  2 : 12 ) . 

January  20 — Above  All  Hold  Un¬ 
failing  Your  Love  for  One 
Another:  Since  Love  Covers  A 
Multitude  of  Sins  (4:8) 

LOVE  is  a  gift  which  we  should  be 
prepared  to  receive  (Cant.  8:6-7),  but  one 
which  we  are  also  expected  to  give  (Lev. 
19: 18b).  Our  love  for  neighbor  is  the  acid 
test  of  our  life  in  the  body  of  Christ  (1 
Cor.  13).  We  must  "bear  fruit"  which 
"must  endure,  so  that  all  you  ask  the 
Father  in  my  name  he  will  give  you"  (Jn. 
15:12-17). 

January  21— Practice  Hospitality 
Ungrudgingly  To  One  Another 
(4:9) 

HOSPITALITY  is  love  in  action.  Jesus 
showed  us  through  his  relationship  with 
Martha  and  Mary  what  kind  of 
sensitivity  should  mark  our  encounters 
with  others  (Lk.  10:38-42).  Mary  listened. 
Sometimes  it  is  easier  to  serve 
refreshments.  Abraham  and  Sarah  saw 
an  opportunity  for  service  and  begged  to 
provide  it  in  the  words:  "Sir,  if  I  may  ask 
you  this  favor,  please  do  not  go  on  past 
your  servant .  .  (Gn.  18:1-15).  Our  love 
must  be  sincere,  generous,  effusive 
(Rom.  12:9-13). 


January  22— As  Each  Has  Re¬ 
ceived  A  Gift,  Employ  It  For  One 
Another,  As  Good  Stewards  Of 
God’s  Varied  Grace  (4:10) 

We  are  ACCOUNTABLE  to  God  for  use 
of  His  lavish  gifts.  He  has  cared  for  us  as 
a  shepherd  cares  for  his  flock,  gathering 
and  guarding  us,  filling  us  with  his 
blessings  (Jer.  31:10-14).  The  gifts  we 
have  received  are  many  and  varied,  but 
they  are  always  given  for  the  common 
good  (1  Cor.  12:4-12).  We  are  members  of 


the  Body  of  Christ,  the  Church.  Our  care 
and  concern  for  one  another  should 
reflect  that  reality  ( Jn.  13: 1-17). 

January  23 — Whoever  Speaks,  As 
One  Who  Utters  Oracles  Of  God 
(4:11) 

Be  CONFIDENT.  "Here  I  am,"  I  said, 
"send  me."  (Is.  6:1-8).  "Perform  your 
work  as  an  evangelist"  (II  Tim.  4:1-5). 
The  Lord  wants  us  to  be  instruments  of 
unity  in  the  world.  "Full  authority  has 
been  given  to  me.  Go,  therefore,  and 
make  disciples  of  all  the  nations"  (Ml. 
28:16-20). 


January  24 — Whoever  Renders 
Service,  as  One  Who  Renders  It 
By  The  Strength  Which  God 
Supplies  (4:11b) 

GOD  KNOWS  what  is  needed  for  the 
coming  of  His  Kindgom.  We  can  help  to 
advance  that  Kingdom.  Just  as  the  Lord 
led  the  Israelites  through  Moses  in  the 
days  of  old  (Num.  27:15-23),  He  also 
guides  His  Church  today  through  the 
leaders  who  have  been  given  authority  in 
the  Christian  community.  Their 
leadership  is  one  of  humble  service:  "Let 


Critical  Social  Issues  To  Be  Discussed 


Energy,  farm  concerns,  health  care, 
economic  questions,  and  race-caste-class 
are  some  of  the  topics  to  be  discussed  at 
the  "Critical  Social  Issues"  Conference 
set  for  March  16-18. 

The  event,  sponsored  by  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  Council  on  Ministries  and 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  will  be  held  at  the  Bridgeport 
Conference  Center,  Bridgeport,  Texas, 
one  hour  away  from  the  Dallas-Ft.  Worth 
Airport. 

Deadline  for  registrations  is  Feb.  16, 
1979.  More  information  can  be  obtained 


by  writing  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Ministries,  4209  N.W.  23rd  St.,  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.  73107. 

The  purpose  of  this  regional  event  is  to 
give  public  witness  to  the  concern  of 
United  Methodists  for  social  issues  of 
importance  to  our  nation  and  the  South 
Central  Area  of  the  United  States. 

Another  purpose  it  to  enable 
conferences  and  local  churches  to  have  a 
significant  impact  on  the  issues  shaping 
the  future  of  this  region,  the  nation  and 
the  world. 


Helping  Large  Church 
Meet  Its  Needs 


A  seminar  aimed  toward  the  larger 
membership  church  on  stewardship 
training  has  been  set  for  Feb.  21-23,  1979, 
at  the  Airport  Marina  Hotel  in  Dallas. 

It  is  being  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

"Many  churches  have  special  needs 
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THOUGHT  FOR  THE 
NEW  YEAR:  If  anyone 
could  tell  you  the  shortest , 
surest  wav  to  all  happiness 
and  perfection,  he  must  tell 
you  to  make  it  a  rule  to 
yourself  to  thank  ami 

praise  God  for  everything  Tl  » :< 
that  happens  to  you.  For  it  is  certain  that  whatever 
seeming  calamity  happens  to  you,  if  you  thank  and  praise 
God  for  it,  you  turn  it  into  a  blessing  .  . 

—  William  Law.  English  clergyman.  18th  Century 

■Around  The  Conference 


the  greater  among  you  be  as  the  junior, 
the  leader  as  the  servant.  I  am  in  your 
midst  as  the  one  who  serves  you"  (Luke 
22:24-27).  God  wants  us  to  know  our 
dignity  which  derives  from  membership 
in  the  "one  body  of  Christ,”  but  He  also 
warns  us  to  estimate  ourselves  soberly 
Rom.  12:1-8). 


January  25 — In  Order  That  In 
Everything  God  May  Be  Glorified 
Through  Jesus  Christ.  To  Him 
Belong  Glory  and  Dominion  For 
Ever  and  Ever.  Amen.  (4:11c) 


ANTICIPATE  THE  AT-ONE-MENT 
by  praising  God  in  all  things  (Psalm  145), 
by  your  unanimity,  possessing  the  one 
love,  united  in  spirit  and  ideals"  (Phil. 
2:1-11),  and  by  participating  in  the  great 
prayer  of  Jesus  for  the  unity  of  his 
followers  whom  he  will  one  day  present 
to  the  Father  as  his  friends  (Jn.  17:1-8). 

(Roberta  Southwick,  an  Atonement 
Sister,  is  director  of  community 
development  for  the  Sisters  of  the 
Atonement  and  writes  from  St.  Francis' 
Convent,  Graymoor,  Garrison,  N.Y.) 


Boy  Scout  Honored 


Mrs.  Nancy  Tate  presents 
her  son,  Gerry,  with  the  award 
as  a  friend  and  his  Scoutmaster 
Archie  Lee  Harrell  watch. 


i* 
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GRETNA  —  Gerry  Tate,  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
recently  was  awarded  the  God  and 
Country  Scout  Aw-ard. 

Gerry  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Oscar  Tate  and  the  grandson  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  Harbuck. 

His  pastor  is  Rev  Jim  Jones. 

Working  with  Gerry  on  his  award 
were  Jim  Jones  and  S.  Burl  Dampier 

4,000  ‘■Gifts' Moiled 

MONROE  —  Members  of  the 
Southside  UMC  have  spent  mapy 
hours  preparing  some  4,000  Christmas 
booklets. 

These  booklets  were  mailed  to  shut- 
ins  and  friends 

It  was  a  joint  effort  of  many  to 
prepare,  assemble  and  mail  these 
special  Christmas  gifts,  a  member  of 
the  church  said. 

Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  pastor  of 
Southside. 


Learning  About  Careers 

BATON  ROUGE  —  The  Committe  on  Career  Planning  and 
Counseling  at  Camphor  Memorial  UMC  recently  sponsored  a 
Career  Fair. 

The  objectives  of  the  event  were  to  acquaint  juniors  and 
seniors  with  curriculum  programs  at  various  colleges;  to 
familiarize  them  with  financial  assistance  available;  and  to 
introduce  them  to  church-related  careers. 

Students  from  schools  throughout  the  parish  attended. 

Mrs.  Hallaque  Dawson  was  chairman  of  the  committee. 


Historic  Site  Recognized 


which  are  not  as  well  met  by  general 
seminars.  We  will  meet  these  churches 
at  their  level,  responding  to  their 
concerns"  in  this  stewardship  training 
session,  said  Thomas  C.  Rieke,  in 
charge  of  the  Section  on  Stewardship  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Registration  cost  is  $75  and 
reservations  must  be  made  by  Jan.  5. 
Reservations  can  be  sent  to  The  Section 
on  Stewardship.  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville. 
TN  37202. 

The  seminar  will  be  limited  to  40 
persons. 

"As  a  stalf  whose  primary  interest  is  in 
Christian  stewardship,  we  are  excited 
about  the  new  resources  and  fresh 
approaches  which  are  emerging.  So  we 
have  scheduled  this  seminar  through 
which  some  of  the  best  of  stewardship 
can  be  shared,  "  said  Rieke 
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COVINGTON  —  This  Fall,  Waldheim 
Church  held  a  special  dedication  service 
for  the  monument  erected  in  honor  of  the 
church  and  the  German  settlement 
Camp  Grounds,  which  has  been  named  a 
Methodist  Historic  Site  by  the 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Over  200  people  gathered  on  Sept.  24 
lor  the  ceremonies. 

"The  Identifying  Plaque  on  the 
monument  bears  the  names  of  the  two 
ministers  whose  work  and  leadership 
have  helped  the  church  gain  the  Historic- 
Site  recognition,  said  Edmund  L 
Andrews,  historian  for  the  church 

The  ministers  listed  are  Rev.  J.B.A 
Ahrens,  D.D.  who  was  born  in  Germany 
in  1836  and  was  a  graduate  of  Gottingten 
University,  Germany;  and  Rev.  Gabriel 


R.  Ellis,  born  at  Cottage  Hill,  Miss  in 
1845. 

Rev.  Ahrei.  -  ns  apparently  the 
driving  force  behind  the  building  of  the 
church  which  was  di  .icated  on  Sept.  12, 
1875  as  Boniface  Churci 

Rev.  Ellis  was  appointed  to  the 
Covington  Charge  in  l.  37.  Under  his 
direction  a  "Grand  Camp  Meeting"  was 
planned.  The  offering  taken  at  this  event 
enabled  the  Trustees  of  the  church  to  pay 
for  the  building  and  the  expenses  of  the 
meeting. 

The  Rev.  W.D.  Boddie,  superintendent 
lor  the  New  Orleans/Slidell  District, 
spoke  about  "Community”  at  the  recent 
dedication  service 

Two  of  the  church’s  former  pastors, 
Rev.  James  T.  Harris  and  Rev  Robert  C. 
Carter,  were  present  with  the  present 
pastor  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood. 


Participating  in  dedication  ceremonies  of  the  marker  ( left) 
were  (left  to  right)  Karl  D.  Wood,  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Rev. 
James  Harris  and  Rev.  Robert  C.  Carter. 
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The  role  of  Christian  churches  in  the 
development  of  pseudo-religious  cults 


.As  tile  aftershocks  of  the  mass 
murder/suicide  in  Jonestown.  Guyana 
continue  to  be  felt  throughout  the  world, 
there  is  renewed  interest  and  concern 
being  expressed  about  the  proliferation 
of  pseudo-religious  cults  in  this  country. 

Much  of  this  concern  is  directed 
toward  how  to  protect  "us  and  our 
children"  from  the  likes  of  the  Peoples 
Temple,  the  "Moonies,  and  the  Hare 
Krishnas.  Relatively  little  is  being  said 
about  the  role  that  we  as  individual 
Christians  and  Christian  churches  have 
played  —  at  least  indirectly  —  in  the 
growth  of  these  and  other  cults. 

We  believe  all  human  beings  possess 
basic  religious  impulses.  Faced  with  our 
fallibility  and  the  eventual  certainty  of 
death,  we  all  long  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  human  life  and  destiny,  and 
to  invest  our  lives  in  ways  which  we 
believe  will  have  lasting  significance. 

All  forms  of  religion  address  these 
basic  needs  in  some  way.  Any  organized 
religion  which  is  to  enjoy  broad  appeal 
among  people  will  provide  its  adherents 
with  at  least  two  basic  components:  (Da 
central  belief  or  system  of  beliefs  which 
is  claimed  to  be  rooted  in  Ultimate 
Reality  (God),  and  which  offers  a 
context  through  which  to  view  all  other 
forms  of  reality  and  human  experience; 
and  (2)  a  sense  of  community  with  other 
people  who  share  a  similar  religious 
outlook  and  with  whom  one  can  join  in 
acting  out  one's  faith. 

As  much  as  we  might  deplore  the 
beliefs  taught  by  many  religious  cults  on 
the  scene  today,  it  is  impossible  to  deny 
that,  at  least  on  the  surface,  they  provide 
their  members  with  a  more  absolute 
belief  system  and  a  more  secure  sense  of 
common  purpose  than  do  most  Chris¬ 
tian  congregations.  We  may  casti¬ 
gate  the  cults  for  the  various  false 


gods  they  worship,  and  for  insisting  in 
many  cases  that  the  price  of  membership 
is  giving  up  ones  freedom  to  think 
independently  from  the  cult  leader.  But 
we  should  not  tail  to  recognize  the 
inherent  appeal  such  a  secure  faith, 
acted  out  in  a  close-knit  community, 
otters  to  people  who  are  searching 
desperately  for  answers  to  their  basic 
religious  questions. 

In  contrast,  the  gospel  of  Jesus  does 
not  pretend  to  provide  His  followers 
with  absolute  answers  regarding  every 
aspect  of  human  existence,  thus 
eliminating  their  need  to  think  and  to 
make  moral  choices.  But  the  Christian 
proclamation  —  that  God  Himself 
became  one  of  us  in  the  person  of  Jesus, 
and  through  faith  in  Jesus  He  provides  us 
with  the  strength  to  face  any 
circumstance  which  might  confront  us  — 
offers  human  beings  the  most  authentic 
and  ultimately  satisfying  way  possible 
for  understanding  human  life  and  destiny 
in  relationship  to  God.  And  when  the 
Christian  gospel  is  proclaimed  forcefully 
and  lived  out  credibly,  it  still  provides 
the  basis  for  the  most  meaningful  form  of 
human  community  that  is  possible  —  a 
form  of  community  that  not  only  cares 
for  the  needs  of  its  own  but  reaches  out 
and  ministers  to  the  needs  of  others  in  the 
world  and  invites  them  to  become  a  part 
of  the  family  of  faith. 

Attendance  at  the  worship  services  of 
many  Christian  churches  today, 
however,  provides  little  evidence  of 
excitement  or  challenge,  and  little  help 
or  understanding  for  persons  who  are 
searching  for  a  faith  which  is  both  true 
and  secure.  And  many  churches  — 
particularly  large  congregations  in 
urban  areas  —  display  little  sense  of 
community  among  their  members,  much 
less  to  an  outsider  who  happens  to  drop  in 


tor  a  single  worship  service. 

11  one  studies  the  makeup  of  the 
various  cults  today,  one  immediately 
discovers  that  a  large  percentage  of  their 
members  are  former  members  of 
Christian  churches  whose  religious  needs 
were  inadequately  met  there. 

We  can,  as  Christians,  bemoan  the 
threats  posed  to  our  society  by  the 
pseudo-religious  "phonies"  who  are 
capturing  the  minds  and  hearts  of  so 
many  people  today.  We  can  —  and  should 
—  expose  those  who  prey  upon  the 
religious  needs  of  desperate  faith-seekers 
for  their  own  profit.  But  we  dare  not 
dodge  the  need  to  look  introspectively 
at  our  own  churches  and  how  well  they 
are  ministering  to  the  religious  needs  of 
their  members  and  persons  in  the 
surrounding  geographical  areas. 

If  we  are  not  proclaiming  the  gospel  ol 
Christ  clearly  and  forcefully  as  it  relates 
to  the  basic  religious  needs  of  all  human 
beings,  and  if  we  are  not  offering 
involvement  in  a  loving  community  of 
persons  who  share  a  common  faith  in 
Christ,  then  our  churches  are  quite  likely 
serving  as  a  breeding  ground  for  persons 
to  look  elsewhere  —  perhaps  to  a  cult  — 
for  a  meaningful  faith. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Here  I  Stand 

We  should  worship 
God not  the  Bible 
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X  TELL  THEM 
EVERYTH W6  THEY'RE 


By  RICHARD  C.  DL’NN 

One  of  the  biggest  sins  ever  committed 
by  the  Christian  church  has  been  to  call 
the  Bible  the  "Word  of  God."  A  person 
cannot  help  but  respond  to  this  phrase 
with  the  image  that  the  words  printed  in 
the  Bible  were  spoken  or  written  directly 
by  God.  Thus  the  Bible  has  also  been 
referred  to  as  "God’s  Holy  Word." 

The  Bible  is  not  the  Word  of  God, 
however.  The  phrase  "Word  of  God"  is 
correctly  used  in  the  Gospel  of  John  as 
something  alive  and  holy  and  always 
moving.  It  can  never  be  caged  up  in  a 
neat  little  package  of  words  and  ideas, 
whether  written  or  spoken.  The  living 
Word  of  God  is  more  felt  than  seen.  It 
is  more  observed  than  heard.  It  is  always 
alive. 

This  living  Word  cannot  be  written 
down  anymore  than  you  can  write  a 
person.  This  living  Word  cannot  be 
spoken  anymore  than  you  can  speak  a 
person.  This  living  Word  cannot  be  sung 
anymore  than  you  can  sing  a  person.  It  is 
alive. 

As  such,  the  Word  of  God  can  only  be 
written  about  and  spoken  about.  We  can 
testify  to  the  Word  but  we  cannot  contain 
the  Word  in  our  testimony.  Yet,  in  calling 


A  series  about  doctrine  is  available 


Some  proposed  ‘cures’  for  cults 
are  worse  than  their  ‘sickness’ 


Following  the  tragic  demise  of  the 
Peoples  Temple  cult  in  Jonestown,  (see 
preceding  editorial)  a  number  of 
proposals  have  come  forth  for 
combatting  the  growth  of  pseudo  - 
religious  cults. 

Among  these  proposals  are  the 
legalization  of  “deprogramming”  —  the 
forcible  removal  of  a  person  who  has 
joined  a  cult  followed  by  the  use  of 
mind-control  techniques  to  break  down 
his  allegiance  to  the  cult  and  its 
teachings. 

And,  the  Rev.  Robert  Young,  chaplain 
of  Duke  University,  has  suggested  that 
religion  should  be  defined  by  the 
government  in  a  way  ‘  that  will  not  allow 
that  kind  of  absurdity  or  insanity  to 
occur.” 

We  believe  it  would  be  a  tragic  mistake 
for  American  society  and  the  world  if,  in 
reaction  to  a  nightmare  like  Jonestown, 
we  were  willing  to  discard  human 
freedoms  which  have  taken  thousands  of 
years  to  attain. 

As  much  as  we  might  deplore  the 
beliefs  and  tactics  of  pseudo  -  religious 
cults,  we  believe  it  would  be  even  more 
deplorable  to  sanction  a  crime 
(kidnapping)  —  even  by  well-meaning 
parents  —  against  young  adults  whose 
only  "crime”  is  adherence  to  an 
unconventional  religious  faith.  Every 
adult  citizen  of  this  country  has  the  legal 
right  to  determine  his  or  her  own 
religious  affiliation. 

Likewise,  any  attempt  by  government 
to  define  which  types  of  religious  faith 
are  "legitimate"  and  which  types  are  not 
would  be  an  invitation  to  disaster.  If  the 
beliefs  of  the  Peoples  Temple  and  other 


cults  were  ruled  "illegitimate”  today  by 
the  state,  future  generations  might  well 
come  to  experience  a  day  when  all  types 
of  religious  expression  were  ruled 
“illegitimate." 

It  is  disconcerting  to  realize  that 
something  like  the  mass  murder/suicide 
in  Jonestown  could  happen  again.  That  is 
a  risk  which  is  taken  when  all  citizens  of 
a  nation  are  guaranteed  the  freedom  of 
religious  expression.  However, 
surrendering  this  freedom  would  be  a 
cure  for  religious  fanaticism  that  would 
be  more  horrible  than  the  original 
illness. 


FOR  SALE:  A  Smile 

It’s  in  good  shape  —  barely  used. 
This  smile  will  travel  a  mile,  if  used 
with  the  right  spirit.  This  smile  will 
help  to  promote  love,  happiness, 
cheerfulness,  encouragement,  en¬ 
thusiasm,  joy,  friendliness  and 
much  more,  plus  guaranteed  to  put  a 
gleam  in  your  eye  as  well  as  others. 

The  cost  is  FREE,  a  gift  from 
Almighty  GOD  as  precious  as 
sunshine  and  as  valuable  as  gold. 

Call  anytime  at  the  home  of  Jesus. 
Submitted  by  Dawn  Weaver 
Waterville,  New  York 


To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  Lee  L.  Cunningham’s  letter 
in  the  December  22  issue,  I  would  like  to 
inform  your  readers  that  there  is  a 
United  Methodist  Curriculum  Series  that 
deals  with  church  doctrine. 

The  series  is  known  as  the  Our  Living 
Faith  Series  and  deals  with  such 
doctrines  as:  Belief  in  God,  Forgiveness, 
Conversion,  the  Kingdom  of  God,  the 
Church,  Life  and  Death,  and  Providence 
and  Evil. 

Each  study  unit  consists  of  a  Student 
Book  and  a  Teacher's  guide,  and  can  be 
ordered  from  Cokesbury. 

The  series  was  designed  in  response  to 
the  General  Conference  of  1972  to  meet 
the  call  to  the  church  to  "do  theology.” 

This  series  should  be  more  widely 
known  and  used  than  circulation  figures 
indicate. J  So  1  would  appreciate 
your  allowing  this  letter  to  appear  as  a 
reply  to  Mr.  Cunningham’s  letter  and  the 
ongoing  discussion  precipitated  by  Mrs. 
Pate's  "Here  I  Stand”  article. 

Derrick  M.  Norman 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
Ignorance  causes  concern 

To  the  Editor: 

At  a  recent  morning  worship  service  at 
McKenzie  Memorial  UMC  in  Clarksville, 
our  pastor  asked  how  many  had  read  the 
Articles  of  Religion.  Two  hands  were 
raised  in  a  congregation  of  about  175. 
This  disturbing  and  embarrassing 
revelation  of  ignorance  among  members 
regarding  the  basic  doctrines  of  the 
church  was  hardly  an  isolated  instance  of 
a  situation  that  should  be  more  gravely 
regarded  by  Methodist  leadership  than 
seems  to  be  the  case. 

Methodists  are  sometimes  chided  by 
people  affiliated  with  other  communions 
tor  not  knowing  what  they  believe.  The 
•implied  ignorance  in  such  reproof  is 
actually  more  real  than  imagined  by  the 
critics.  It  is  true  we  do  not  overplay  the 
doctrinal  aspects  of  our  faith.  However, 
many  of  our  members  are  deeply 
concerned  that  the  basic  tenets  of 
Methodism,  with  which  most  of  us  should 


My  Witness 

A  challenge  and  a  plea  to  the 
UMC  from  one  of  its  children 
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Dear  United  Methodist  Church, 

I  am  writing  to  deliver  you  a  challenge 
and  a  plea. 

I'm  one  of  your  very  own.  I've  been  a 
regular  at  Methodist  churches  since  I 
was  6.  I've  been  a  confirmed  member 
since  I  was  9.  A  Methodist  is  all  I’ve  ever 
been. 

And  now,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  23,  I'm 
tired  of  being  a  Methodist.  I'm  tired  of 
being  a  churchperson.  I'm  tired  of  being 
religious.  I  feel  used  up.  Burned  out. 

Why?  How  did  I  get  to  this  point?  I  was 
going  to  be  a  minister,  once  upon  a  time. 
(Actually,  I  decided  to  go  into  the 
ministry  four  different  times,  and 
changed  my  mind  four  different  times.) 
I've  held,  by  my  count,  well  over  25 
official  positions  in  some  level  of  the 
church  bureaucracy  (local,  district, 
conference).  In  fact,  when  I  resigned  my 
post  as  secretary  of  the  Oklahoma 
Conference  Department  of  Adult 
Ministries  in  order  to  go  back  to  school  a 
lew  months  ago.  I  realized  that  for  the 
tirst  time  since  I  was  11-years  old.  I 
didn't  have  a  single  official  position 
anywhere  in  the  church. 

I've  gone  to  church  camps.  I've  taught 
at  church  camps.  I've  run  church  camps. 
I've  sung  in  choirs,  played  piano  for 
choirs,  played  church  organs,  eaten  at 
church  dinners,  cooked  for  church 
dinners,  set  up  tables,  set  up  chairs, 
played  on  church  basketball  teams, 
played  on  church  softball  teams  .  .  and 
on  and  on. 

I  lost  something  >n  there,  though;  1  lost 
the  meaning  —  the  special  meaning  and 
value  that  comes  in  a  special  way  from 
the  church  and  only  from  the  church.  I  'm 
missing  that.  The  church  was  something 
very  dear  to  me  —  much  more  than  mere 
bureaucracy  and  busywork.  I  committed 
as  much  time  and  energy  and  emotion  to 
the  church  as  to  anything  else  in  my  life, 
including  school.  But  these  days  that 
commitment  is  being  drawn  to  other 


alternatives,  and  in  the  battle  for  my 
attention  and  energies  the  church  is  quite 
simply  losing  out. 

There's  a  saying  I’ve  heard  —  "If 
you're  not  feeling  close  to  God,  guess  who 
moved."  Well,  maybe  so.  But  I  didn’t  say 
I  was  losing  touch  with  God.  That  search 
continues.  What  1  said  was.  I'm  losing 
touch  with  the  church.  There  is  a 
difference. 

I  admit  it  —  I  don't  feel  close  to  the 
church.  It  used  to  be  an  important  part  of 
my  life.  I  don't  think  it  is  anymore.  And  1 
want  to  know  what  to  do  about  it.  I  don't 
want  to  give  up  the  church,  but  if  I  can't 
find  any  meaning  in  it,  I  can't  honestly 
stay.  If  I  can't  be  a  committed  church 
member.  I'd  rather  not  be  one  at  all. 

I'm  asking  for  help.  I'm  asking  the 
community  of  faith  to  round  up  one  of  its 
wandering  sheep.  I'm  asking  for 
assistance  from  those  who  still  find  great 
meaning  and  great  comfort  in  the 
church.  I've  been  there.  I'd  like  to  be 
there  again. 

Send  me  your  suggestions  lor  dealing 
with  this  problem.  Or,  even  better,  seek 
out  the  many  around  you  who  are  like 
me.  They're  losing  that  crucial  sense  of 
needing  the  church,  like  me.  They're 
slow  ly  losing  touch,  and  they're  dropping 
out.  They  're  like  me  —  the  community  of 
faith  somehow  doesn't  seem  like  their 
community  anymore. 

Find  those  people  They  iwei  need 
support  and  love  and  care.  They  i  wei 
need  a  sense  of  belonging  to  a 
community,  and  a  sense  of  purpose  about 
the  work  of  that  community. 

We  re  out  there.  Give  us  a  reason  to 
choose  the  church.  We  think  it's  impor¬ 
tant  —  if  we  didn't,  we  wouldn't  still  be 
asking. 

Sincerely . 

Une  of  your  children 
Scott  Tyra 
Denver.  Colorado 


be  familiar,  are  not  accorded  the 
prominence  in  the  church’s  educational 
program  that  appears  desirable. 

Thinking  evoked  by  our  pastor's 
question  was  echoed  in  the  article  which 
appeared  in  TM/UMR  December  1, 
written  by  Mrs.  Isaac  S.  Pate  Sr.  under 
the  heading,  "How  many  members  know 
our  doctrines?  ” 

Methodist  beliefs  are  grounded  in  the 
25  Articles  of  Religion  which  John 
Wesley  selected  from  the  39  articles 
comprising  the  basic  doctrines  of  the 
Anglican  Church;  and  these  tenets,  as 
Mrs.  Pate  observed,  came  out  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Therefore,  the 
validity  of  our  affirmations  warrant  a 
deep  and  abiding  sense  of  commitment 
and  joyful  acclaim.  Really,  too  many 
United  Methodists  are  unaware  of  this 
notable  background,  primarily  because 
they  have  never  been  instructed,  a 
situation  which  exposes  them  to  ridicule 
by  misguided  but  zealous  outsiders  who 
not  infrequently  use  this  approach  to 
proselytize. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  lost 
more  than  one  million  members  in  the 
last  decade.  Several  factors  have  been 
involved  in  this  decline,  one  of  which 
undoubtedly  is  the  fact  that  a  vast 
majority  of  the  membership  is  not 
adequately  informed  concerning  the 
doctrines  that  guide  and  sustain  a  great 
institution.  How  would  John  Wesley  react 
to  this  problem  if  he  were  alive  and 

active?  Joe  W.  Pinson 

Clarksville,  Texas 

‘Electronic  church’  serves 
a  useful  purpose  for  many 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  Rev.  William  Fore's 
negative  comments  about  the  “elec¬ 
tronic  church"  (TM/UMR,  December  1), 
I  wonder  if  he  has  ever  spent  weeks 
in  a  motel  room  waiting  for  a  loved 
one  to  die?  Has  he  ever  been  in  a 
hospital  waiting  —  just  waiting  —  for  the 
doctor  to  bring  good  or  bad  news?  Has  he 
ever  visited  the  elderly  whose  only  world 
is  the  four  walls  around  them?  Does  he 
have  someone  to  greet  him  when  he 
comes  home?  If  so,  that’s  great!  Many  of 
us  don't. 

If  Mr.  Fore  has  experienced  any  of  the 
above  mentioned  or  others,  what  did  he 
do?  Did  he  just  look  at  the  walls  or  did  he 
turn  on  the  TV?  Did  be  watch  game 
shows  until  noon,  soap  operas  all 
afternoon,  Gunsmoke  reruns,  and  then 
cap  off  his  evening  with  an  X-rated 
movie?  Big  deal!  The  “electronic 
ministry”  is  a  welcome  relief  for  many 
folks. 

Any  church  that  opens  its  doors  and 
preaches  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  His  saving  power  won’t  have  to 
worry  about  the  TV  ministries  stealing 
away  its  members.  Do  I  detect  a  bit  of 
jealousy  here? 

Mr.  Fore  also  mentioned  the 
contributions  that  go  into  these  minis¬ 
tries.  Doesn’t  he  realize  that  every  time 
you  go  into  a  store,  you  are  helping  pay 
for  the  rotten  shows  that  come  into  our 
homes?  Why  not  donate  to  something 
good? 

I  have  been  in  churches,  and  I  dare 
say  Mr.  Fore  has  too,  when  I  wished  I 
was  home  watching  TV.  There,  I  could 
turn  if  off  if  I  so  desired. 

Doesn't  Mr.  Fore  think  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  enough 
problems  of  its  own  without  trying  to 
play  watch  dog  over  TV  ministries? 

Let  him  come  down  from  his  ivory 
towers  and  see  how  the  rest  of  the  world 
lives.  Maude  C.  Rohde 

Effingham,  Illinois 

TM/UMR  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  a  subscriber  of  church 
periodicals  for  more  than  3u  years;  I 
have  not  found  any  of  them  to  exceed 
your  paper  in  reporting  up-to-date 
religious  news  and  giving  ready-to-use 
information  tor  the  laity  and  clergy.  Nor 
have  1  taken  any  periodical  that  1  look 
forward  to  receiving  with  the  eagerness 
as  1  do  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Elmer  M.  Martin 
Memphis,  Tennessee 
I  wonder  why  .. . 
lo  the  Editor: 

Most  young  ministers  just  out  ol 
seminary  are  adequately  equipped  to  run 


a  church  of  1,000  members  but  not  many 
know  how  to  manage  a  church  of  150 
members.  When  it  comes  to  leading  a 
church  of  50  members,  they  are 
completely  lost.  I  wonder  why. 

Shigeo  Tana  be 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Wesley  not  to  be  idolized 

To  the  Editor: 

1  am  a  little  concerned  about  lacking 
on  terminology  that  depicts  often  what  I 
expect  of  someone,  or  want  to  believe 
about  them.  Such  I  felt  in  some  of  the 
writing  by  Dick  Kuhn  in  his  “My  Wit¬ 
ness”  column  (TM/UMR,  December  8). 
I  had  the  feeling  that  I  was  reading 
about  St.  John  Wesley,  and  not  about 
the  importance  of  Christ.  To  reflect 
on  the  sainthood  of  someone  and  leave 
out  his  humanness  is,  it  seems  to 
me,  leaving  out  some  of  the  important 
concern  of  the  Spirit  in  the  world  today. 
We  like  to  forget  that  St.  John  Wesley 
was  married,  and  when  his  wife  left  him, 
he  wrote  in  his  journal  "Good  riddance." 
We  also  like  to  forget  that  St.  John 
Wesley  drank  a  little  wine  once  in  a 
while. 

I  liked  some  of  Dick  Kuhn’s  article,  but 
I  get  tired  of  blaming  Adam  for  my  need 
for  reconciliation.  I  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God.  The  grace 
of  God,  through  Christ,  and  my  confession 
reconciles.  But  I  sinned! 

It  seems  to  me  that  John  Wesley  was 
concerned  about  getting  away  from 
religion  that  didn’t  meet  the  needs  of 
human  beings,  rather  than  not  having 
"religious  routines,”  which  from  what  I 
have  read  were  very  important  to  the 
intellectual,  routined  person  named 
Wesley,  who  was  called  a  Methodist 
because  of  his  "religious  routines.”  His 
devout  dedication  was  to  Christ  through 
the  church,  rather  than  to  “Wesleyan- 
ism,”  which  he  knew  nothing  about. 

The  Bible  which  I  have  read  and  the 
Jesus  that  I  understand  say  nothing  to  me 
about  going  back  "into  the  Wesleyan 
way”;  but  it  does  say  something  about 
seeing  my  fellow  person  as  a  human 
being,  women  as  women,  men  as  men; 
and  Jesus  vibrant  and  involved  in 
meeting  the  needs  of  all  of  these  persons. 

Prosper  Tournear 
Henry,  Illinois 


Richard  Dunn 
the  Bible  the  "Word  of  God,”  we  have 
inferred  that  the  testimony  of  a 
particular  time  and  place  —  a  testimony 
to  something  alive  and  moving  —  was  the 
final  word  of  authority  from  God 
Himself.  Thus,  it  moved  from  being  a 
testimony  of  persons  concerning  a 
revelation  of  the  Divine  to  being  Divine 
Words  spoken  to  us. 

The  words,  which  originally  were 
attempts  to  convey  great  and  wonderous 
concepts  of  the  nature  of  God  and  His 
actions  with  humankind,  came  to  be 
regarded  as  words  of  God  speaking 
directly.  Consequently,  we  have 
concluded  that  if  we  can  but  interpret 
these  "words"  correctly,  we  will  know 
everything  about  God  and  His  will  for 
human  beings.  God  has  been  neatly 
packaged  into  a  book  and  His  revelation 
limited  to  that  which  is  directly  in 
keeping  with  its  words. 

This  borders  on  idolatry  and  sacrilege. 
We  have  taken  a  testimony  concerning 
that  which  is  holy  and  called  the 
testimony  holy.  All  of  which  is  to  confuse 
the  object  and  the  means  —  a  very 
dangerous  confusion. 

It  is  the  God  written  about  in  the  Bible 
who  is  holy.  It  is  the  Christ  written  about 
in  the  Bible  who  is  the  living  Word.  The 
testimony  of  these  witnesses  can  lead  us 
to  the  object  of  our  worship  but  it  is  time 
that  we  stopped  confusing  them,  and 
time  that  we  returned  to  worshiping  a 
living,  moving  God  who  did  not  stop 
revealing  Himself  in  the  first  century. 

To  regard  the  Bible  as  "God  s  Word"  is 
to  somehow  place  God's  blessing  for  all 
time  upon  the  culture  of  the  first  century. 
It  is  to  limit  forever  the  role  of  women.  It 
is  to  close  our  minds  to  scientific  and 
technical  knowledge.  tt  is  to  chain  God's 
revelation  of  truth  to  a  particular  sexual 
code.  It  is  to  limit  God  in  every  way  to  a 
set  of  words,  and  no  matter  how  many 
translations  or  paraphrases  we  make  of 
those  words  —  to  try  and  place  limits 
upon  God  is  a  SIN. 

Of  course,  God  will  not  be  limited.  Man 
is  free  to  sin,  even  using  God’s  name,  but 
God  will  still  reveal  Himself,  if  not  in  the 
church,  then  outside  it.  The  Word  is 
alive.  It  cannot  be  contained.  It  can  be 
pointed  to  and  talked  about.  It  can  be 
loved  and  worshiped.  The  Bible  points 
us  to  the  Word  and  not  to  itself. 

This  is  not  to  deny  God’s  revelation  of 
Himself  in  the  Bible.  Any  serious  reader 
of  the  Bible  will  be  confronted  with  the 
living  Word.  The  Bible  must  and  should 
be  read  by  all  who  desire  spiritual  truth. 
However,  the  Bible  has  always  had  Ip  be 
filtered  through  imperfect  vessels.  First, 
there  were  the  writers  themselves  who 
had  to  seek  the  living  Word  through  mor¬ 
tal  minds.  Secondly,  thjtfe  wer^  tfte 
church  leaders  who  drew  these 
particular  books  together  as  Scripture, 
using  again  their  finite  powers  to  do  so. 
And  thirdly,  there  is  always  the  reader 
who  must  again  approach  the  Bible  as  a 
human  being. 

Except  for  the  God-given  spirit  within 
each  of  us,  the  Bible  is  the  most  valuable 
tool  available  for  seeking  God’s  Word.  As 
such,  let’s  revere  it,  honor  it  and  above 
all,  use  it.  At  the  same  time,  let’s  stop 
misusing  it  and  start  worshiping  a  living 
God. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Richard  C.  Dunn,  is  pastor  of  the 
Broadway  UMC  in  New  Philadelphia, 
Ohio  ( East  Ohio  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  " Here  l  Stand," 
TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


HELP 

FIGHT 

HUNGER 

Use  this 

New 

Resource 


The  "Dimensions  ol  Hunger2  Kit"  is  a  basic  tool.  It  contains  a  guide 
and  seven  resource  pieces  of  literature  to  help  you  and  your  church 
join  the  battle  against  world  hunger.  Prepared  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Coordinating  Committee  on  Hunger  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


!OlT 


CUP.  COMPLETE  AND  MAIL  TODAY. 


_ Number  of  Kits.  $2.35  each  Total  Enclosed  $_ 


YOUR  NAME 


Orderyour  Dimensions  of  Hunger ? 
Kits  today  from.  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Service  Center.  7820 
Reading  Rd  Cincinnati,  OH  45237 


MAILING  ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


JANUARY  5. 


Tin.  i  m  1 1  i»  mi:  riionisT  reporter 


Comic-strip  pundit  strikes  again! 


NEW  YORK  iRNS)  -  Robert  L. 
Short  has  struck  again. 

The  popularizer  of  comic-strip 
theology,  famed  for  his  books,  ‘  The 
Gospel  According  to  Peanuts,  and 
•  The  Parables  of  Peanuts,'  has  a  new 
volume  out.  And  in  this  one,  he 
broadens  his  resource  materials  to 
include  Doonesbury,  Broom-Hilda, 
Beetle  Bailey,  B.C.,  and  other  funny- 
paper  la  vorites. 

Three  of  Mr.  Short's  theological 
heroes  who  also  figured  in  his  earlier 
books  are  back  —  Karl  Barth, 
Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,  and  Fyodor 
Dostoevsky.  This  time,  they  are 
joined  by  a  fourth  —  Kurt  Vonnegut/ 
who  is  quoted  throughout  the  book  and 
in  an  exclusive  interview  with  the 
author  reproduced  in  the  appendix. 


At  first,  the  title  of  the  book  sounds 
like  a  standard  word  of  apologetics  — 

Something  to  Believe  In.'  But  the 
subtitle  asks:  Is  Kurt  Vonnegut  the 
Exorcist  ol  Jesus  Chrrst  Superstar? 

The  colorful  cover  ol  the  Harper  & 
Row  paperback,  which  has  a  blurb 
noting  that  it  features  •  your  lavonle 
cartoons  from  Peanuts,  Doonesbury, 
B.C.,  The  New  Yorker,  and  many 
more,  '  have  been  a  lactor  in  its 
turning  up  in  the  humor  rather  than 
the  religion  section  of  most 
bookstores. 

Mr.  Short  may  be  happy  about  this, 
because  it  will  result  in  some 
purchasers  getting  a  dose  ol 
Christianity  along  with  humor.  At  the 
same  time,  these  unaware  buyers 


may  not  be  angry  to  discover  their 
mistake,"  because  the  authors 
apologetics  are  easy  to  Lake. 

The  writer  begins  with  a  treatise  on 
unreadable  theological  jargon: 
"When  it  comes  to  communicating, 
the  church  has  this  problem:  its 
theologians  (or  thinkers' )  aren  t  good 
popularizers,  and  its  populanzers 
aren  t  good  theologians.  It's  like  a 
person  having  creaking  arthritis  and 
Saint  Vitus'  dance  at  the  same  time: 
these  two  only  get  in  each  other  s 
way.  " 

Mr.  Short  demonstrates  in  the  book 
that  he  is  not  one  of  those  writers.  He 
sets  out  to  illustrate  his  thesis  that 
the  life  of  the  world  as  well  as  the 
lives  of  individuals  tend  to  go  around 


in  a  bumpy,  vicious  circle'  from 
atheism  to  nihilism  to  religion  to 
Jesus  and  trom  Jesus  back  to 
atheism. 

In  addition  to  the  cartoons 
throughout  the  book,  the  writer  uses 
quotations  from  Kurt  Vonnegut  and 
Mark  Twain  to  highlight  his  thesis 

Mr.  Short  explains,  I  find 
Vonnegut  and  before  him  Mark 
Twain,  to  be  almost  perfect  literary 
representations  of  the  atmosphere  of 
atheism  that  is  today  permeating  the 
church  and  the  world.  As  such,  they 
can  be  extremely  useful  in  helping  us 
understand  the  nature  of  modern 
atheism,  where  it  comes  from,  its 
deep  and  widespread  results,  and  how 
its  challenge  is  to  be  met." 


Church  strengths,  weaknesses  told 

UMC’s  ‘potential’  hampered  by  divisiveness,  journalists  say 


By  BUD HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

What  is  •  right"  about  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church? 

According  to  the  majority  of  nine 
professional  church  journalists 
interviewed  recently  by  TM/UMR,  the 
ever-present  possibility  that  9.7  million 
United  Methodists  will  "get  their  act 
together"  and  march  off  in  unity  against 
some  "evil"  is  the  UMC’s  greatest 
strength. 

What  is  "wrong"  about  the  UMC? 

The  same  journalists  claim  that  the 
division  which  keeps  the  denomination 
from  tackling  the  world’s  problems  in 
unity  is  the  UMC’s  greatest  weakness. 

The  opinions  came  from  nine 
journalists  who  have  spent  recent  years 
covering  news  events  and  other  activities 
of  the  denomination  at  various  levels. 
They  included  editors  of  five  official 
periodicals  at  the  UMC’s  national  level, 
two  editors  of  annual  conference 
newspapers,  the  editor  of  a  nationally- 
circulated  magazine  for  UM 
evangelicals,  and  an  editor  of  an 
ecumenical  weekly  magazine. 

The  church’s  stated  commitment  to 
include  more  minority  persons  and 
women  in  its  hierarchy  and  in  its  decision 
making  bodies  was  seen  by  most  of  the 
journalists  as  another  major  "plus"  for 
the  UMC.  At  the  same  time,  the  inability 
of  the  denomination  to  turn  "inclusive 
philosophy"  into  "inclusive  fact,”  so  far, 
was  termed  a  major  "minus.” 

Other  "positive”  aspects  of  the  UMC 
inbltided:  (l)  The  ability  of  the  UMC  to 
deal  with  issues  that  other 
denominations  and  society  in  general 
sidestep;  (2)  Strong  internal  programs  in 
local  churches;  and  (3)  Individuals 
whom  the  chuYbh  is  empowering  to  be  in 
mission  around  the  world. 

Listed  among  other  "negative" 
aspects  of  the  denomination  were:  (1) 
Preoccupation  with  the  issue  of 
homosexuality;  (2)  Ineffective  adult 
Christian  education  programs;  and  (3)  A 
vacuum  of  effective  leaders  at  all  levels. 
Journalists  state  views 

Asked  simply  to  state  what  the  church 
is  doing  right  and  what  it  is  doing  wrong, 
the  journalists  replied,  in  part,  as 
tollows: 

J.  Richard  Peck,  editor  of 
"Newscope,"  a  weekly  church 
newsletter  —  "The  greatness  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  still  rests  in  its 
potential.  The  concept  of  9.7  million 
persons  working  in  concert  on  a  given 
agenda  has  yet  to  be  realized.  The  hint 
that  such  coordinated  action  is  possible 
came  last  year  during  the  Native 
American  walk  across  the  nation. 
Churches,  districts,  conferences  and  the 
general  church  made  this  effort  a 
successful  one." 

On  the  negative  side,  he  said: 
"Preoccupation  with  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  has  crippled  our  ability  to 
walk  with  homosexuals  as  persons. 
Obsession  with  homosexual  behavior  has 
blinded  us  to  more  pervasive 
immoralities  of  economic  injustice,  drug 
abuse,  racism  and  violence." 

Jean  Caffey  Lyles,  associate  editor  of 
"The  Christian  Century,"  a  weekly 
ecumenical  magazine  —  "I  am 
impressed  with  the  way  women  clergy 
are  being  accepted  and  encouraged  and 
with  bishops  who  have  had  the  courage  to 
appoint  them.  I  have  heard  some 
talented  preaching  and  observed 
significant  contributions  being  made  by 
women  clergy.  More  than  any  other 
denomination,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  utilizing  its  talented  women 
and  ethnic  minority  persons  in 
leadership  positions." 

She  said  the  lack  of  effective  programs 
of  adult  Christian  education  is  the  top 
item  the  church  needs  to  work  on.  "Adult 
Christian  education  is  fundamental  to  the 
whole  program  of  a  local  church  and  I 
think  it  is  primarily  the  responsibility  of 
the  local  pastor.  We  always  seem  to 
underestimate  the  intelligence  of  the 
laity  and  leed  them  spiritual  junk 
food.’  ’’  Ms.  Lyles  listed  the  "troubled 
itineracy"  as  a  second  serious  problem. 
Saying  "times  have  changed,"  she  said 
rigid  itineracy  concepts  are  keeping 
some  persons  from  contributing  what 
they  could. 

Arthur  Moore,  editor  of  "New  World 
Outlook,"  the  UMC’s  national  mission 
magazine  —  "I  don’t  know  of  anything 
being  done  spectacularly,  but  I  believe 
the  reopening  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  is 
significant. 
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"On  the  negative  side,  I  believe  the 
connectional  system  is  being  handled 
poorly.  The  system  demands  trust  and 
reciprocity.  At  the  moment,  both  have 
broken  down.” 

Lei*  Ranck,  editor  of  "engage/social 
action."  a  monthly  social  action 
magazine  published  by  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  —  "I  believe  one  of 
the  good  things  we  are  doing  is  that  we 
are  remaining  involved  to  a  great  degree 
in  social  issues,  while  many  other 
denominations  have  pulled  back  to  one 
degree  or  another.  I  suggest  that  one 
thing  the  church  is  doing  wrong  is 
separating  social  involvement  concerns 
from  its  evangelistic  concerns  as  much 
as  it  does.  We  tend  to  isolate  social 
concerns  as  something  tacked  on  rather 
than  as  a  part  of  the  whole  thing 
Christians  should  be  about. " 

Carolyn  Oehler,  co-editor  of  "The 
Northern  Illinois  United  Methodist 
Reporter,"  the  weekly  newspaper  for 
that  annual  conference  —  "One  of  the 
things  I  affirm  about  the  church  is  its 
attempts  to  be  inclusive  —  to  work 
toward  including  minority  persons, 
women  and  persons  of  varying  economic 
groups.  I  find  the  most  upsetting  thing  to 
be  that  we  are  not  doing  it  well  enough. 
The  philosophical  and  theological 
undergirding  is  there,  but  the 
consciousness  among  members  is  not 
there.” 

Charles  Keysor,  editor  of  "Good 
News"  magazine,  a  national  periodical 
published  by  the  "Good  News" 
movement  of  UM  evangelicals  —  "The 
largest  positive  is  the  potential  of  the 
church,  much  of  it  unrealized:  its  size, 
members,  local  churches,  institutions, 
structure  and  theology.  " 

He  said  "lack  of  meaningful 
accountability”  from  general  boards  and 
agencies,  and  a  "leadership  vacuum"  at 
all  levels  are  the  top  problems  of  the 
church.  "Somehow  we  have  no  success  in 
making  our  bureaucrats  servants  of  the 
church  rather  than  its  masters,"  he  said. 
"The  leadership  vacuum  is  everywhere 
from  the  local  church  on  up,  but  the 
higher  you  go  in  the  hierarchy  the  worse 
it  gets." 

Finees  Flores,  editor  of  the  Spanish 
language  edition  of  "The  Interpreter,” 
national  program  journal  of  the 
denomination  —  "I  feel  good  about  the 
way  the  local  church  is  ministering  to  the 
needs  of  its  membership  —  in  the 
strength  of  the  local  ministry  programs 
in  most  churches.  I  am  concerned  that 
more  community  outreach  is  not  taking 
place  at  the  local  church  level.  Most 
communities  are  not  being  effectively 
reached  by  the  local  churches  which  sit 
right  in  the  middle  of  them. " 

Carol  Herb,  editor  of  "Response" 
magazine,  a  publication  of  the 
denomination’s  Women’s  Division  — 
"When  I  think  about  what  is  right  in  the 
church  1  think  about  individuals  —  about 
the  specific  contributions  being  made 
around  the  world  to  the  Christian  cause.  I 
also  feel  that  United  Methodist  Women  is 
significant  to  the  church.  Real  dedication 
can  be  seen  throughout  the  organization. 

"Concerning  our  church’s  problems,  1 
leel  from  the  letters  I  receive  that  there 
is  an  attitude  in  the  church  today  that  if 
we  do  not  agree  with  each  other  on  a 
specific  issue,  we  have  nothing  to  say  to 
each  other  as  Christians.  I  feel  strongly 


that  all  of  us  must  avoid  the  temptation 
to  be  suspicious  about  and  question 
another  person's  commitment  on  the 
basis  ol  disagreement  over  one  or  two 
issues." 

Keith  Fohl,  editor  of  "The  Michigan 
Christian  Advocate,"  official  publication 
of  the  West  Michigan  and  Detroit  Annual 
Conferences  —  "Among  the  best  things  I 
see  in  the  church  is  our  recognition  ot 
problems  much  of  the  rest  of  society 
ignores  and  our  willingness  to  deal  with 
these  issues  in  terms  of  the  Christian 
faith.  The  local  church  is  taking  more 
seriously  than  ever  before  the 


implications  of  being  Christian  in  the 
modern  world. 

"What  is  wrong  is  that  the  sociological, 
theological  and  political  diversity  of  our 
denomination  presents  along  with  its 
strengths  some  administrative 
problems.  How  does  a  church  with  all 
that  diversity  move  ahead  in  unity  ?  " 

Objecting  to  the  1976  General 
Conference's  decision  that  the  church 
have  three  missional  priorities  and  seven 
vital  concerns  to  contend  with,  he  said: 
"We  need  to  establish  a  priority  and  go 
on  with  it.  When  we  have  too  many  we  do 
not  do  a  good  job  with  any  of  them.” 


6 Moving  on’ focus  as 
clergywomen  consult 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  largest  gathering  of 
women  ministers  in  history  is  happening 
this  week  in  Dallas. 

More  than  700  ordained  women  and 
almost  100  clergymen  convened  Tuesday, 
Jan.  2  for  the  second  "Consultation  of 
United  Methodist  Clergywomen,”  on  the 
campus  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Not  only  is  the  consultation  much 
larger  than  was  the  first  such  event  in 
Nashville  in  1975,  but  also  it  has  an 
entirely  different  focus,  according  to 
planners.  Three  hundred  women 
attended  the  first  consultation. 

"We’re  gearing  up  here  to  be  good 
ministers  and  focusing  on  where  we  are 
going  in  the  United  Methodist  ministry, 
said  co-chairperson,  the  Rev.  Susan 
Ruach  of  Seely ville,  Ind.  "At  the  last  one 
we  gave  lot  of  attention  to  the  history  ol 
women  in  ministry  —  to  the  past  —  and  to 
the  sharing  of  hurts  in  the  ministry.  This 
time  we  are  focusing  on  where  we’re 
going  instead  of  on  where  we’ve  been. " 

Co-sponsored  by  the  Division  ol 
Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  the  four  day  conference  is  "big 
on  continuing  education,"  said  co- 
chairperson,  the  Rev.  Sharon  Rader  ol 
Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

Fifty  workshops,  two  to  four  hours  in 
length,  represent  "the  real  backbone"  ol 
the  conference,  planners  said. 
Continuing  education  credits  will  be 
given  for  attending  the  workshops  led  by 
clergy  and  laywomen.  Participants 
chose  eight  different  workshops  in 
advance  to  attend  over  three  days. 

Another  emphasis  is  on  use  of  church 
structures  to  make  an  impact  on  the 


connectional  church.  The  dialogue  with 
bishops,  district  superintendents,  annual 
conference  Board  of  the  Ministry 
representatives  and  seminary  deans  is 
expected  to  give  women  clergy  and  the 
hierarchy  an  opportunity  to  hear  each 
other's  concerns  and  problems, 
particularly  with  the  appointment 
process. 

"A  basic  concern  of  women  and  one  of 
the  purposes  of  the  conference  is  to 
examine  the  a ppoin lability  and  upward 
mobility  ot  clergywomen  in  the  United 
Methodist  system,"  Ms.  Ruach  said. 

There  is  also  a  process  going  on  to 
surface  problems  needing  legislative 
attention  by  the  1980  General 
Conference.  Planners  said  they  had  no 
preconceived  agenda  as  to  what  issues 
needed  legislative  action,  but  a 
consensus  is  hoped  lor  before 
adjournment  today  (Jan.  5)  on  what  the 
participants  believe  to  be  significant. 

Ms.  Rader  said,  "Just  because  we  re 
all  clergywomen  doesn't  mean  we  all 
think  alike,  act  alike  or  have  the  same 
theology.  Were  a  diverse  group  which 
makes  both  tension  and  creativity  very 
real  factors  in  our  meeting  together." 

Carolyn  Oehler,  president  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  Elgin,  Ill.,  is  one  of  the 
laywomen  participating  in  the  meeting 
She  said  the  commission  s  stake  in  co¬ 
sponsoring  the  event  is  not  a 
"professional"  concern  but  a  concern  for 
the  lull  participation  of  all  women  in  the 
church.  "Our  role  is  to  make  the  church 
aware  ol  sexism  and  to  help  it  move 
toward  inclusiveness.  Clergy  women 
—employed  by  the  church  —  are  an 
obvious  constituency  for  us,"  she  said. 

Care  for  a  broad  ethnic  representation 
in  planning,  leadership  and  participation 
was  also  apparent  in  the  consultation. 


Refuge,  rest  follow  long  journey 

HONG  KONG  —  Vietnamese  boat-people  rest  after  a  long  trip  from  their  homeland 
as  they  await  help  at  a  Christian  aid  station  here.  Thousands  more  Vietnamese 
continue  to  pour  into  Malaysia,  which  has  balked  at  receiving  them  w  ithoul  assurance 
that  they  can  be  quickly  relocated  in  other  nations. 

In  all  some  25,000  Vietnamese  refugees  are  expected  to  reach  U.S.  shores  soon,  say 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  officials,  who  are  seeking  500  local 
church  sponsors  for  them.  With  sponsors  currently  averaging  25- 30  a  month.  UMCOR 
hopes  to  increase  that  figure  to  70  per  month.  Since  the  Vietnam  War  ended,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  helped  place  an  estimated  9,000  Vietnamese  refugees  in 
U.S.  communities. 
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No  break-through  seen 
to  church  in  China 


By  FAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  Chinese-speaking 
missionaries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  need  not  start  packing  their  bags, 
in  the  wake  of  President  Jimmy  Carter's 
announcement  Dec.  15  that  the  U.S.  will 
normalize  relations  with  the  People's 
Republic  of  China. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  Christian 
missionaries  will  be  welcome  in  China 
lor  sometime  to  come,  says  Edwin  O. 
Fisher,  director  of  the  UMC's  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  China  program  —  and 
"it  would  be  inappropriate  for  the  U.S. 
church  to  make  any  proposals  to  the 
church  in  China"  at  this  time. 

Expressing  gratification  at  the  steps 
now  being  taken  by  the  two  governments, 
Dr.  Fisher  nonetheless  cautioned  against 
optimism  that  the  church  will  be  part  of 
any  early  break-through  in  relations 
between  the  nations. 

China  has  two  aims.  Dr.  Fisher  told 
TM/UMR  last  week,  to  overcome 
poverty  and  modernize  its  society,  and  to 
reject  imperialism.  To  help  reach  the 


‘Surging  vitality’  reported 


Southeast  Asian  churches  thriving 


By  FAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DENVER  —  Doors  are  anything  but 
"wide  open"  for  Western  mission  effort 
in  Southeast  Asian  nations  today,  says  a 
retired  United  Methodist  missionary  just 
back  here  after  a  return  visit  to  several 
of  those  nations  —  but  mission  is  alive 


People  in  the  news  .... 


Peace 
Inviting  them 
to  be  at  the  sign¬ 
ing  of  the  hoped- 
for  peace  treaty 
with  Israel, 
Egyptian  Presi¬ 
dent  Anwar 
Sadat  receives 
the  World  Meth- 
odist  Peace 
Award  before 
TV  cameras  last 
month  in  Cairo 
lrom  World 
Methodist  offi¬ 
cials  Kenneth 
Greet  (left)  and 
Joe  Hale 
(right),  execu¬ 
tive  secretary. 


By  popular  request 

Editor  David  Adair  says  he  got 
letters  from  all  over  the  country 
begging  him  to  continue  alter  he 
announced  he  would  no  longer  write 
his  "Nicut  News  column  for  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conlerence  edition  of  TM/UMR. 
"Seems  like  this  is  the  only  thing  I  do 


that  others  like."  he  says.  So  he  is 
starting  it  Up  again  -  the  column  ol 
home-spun  philosophy,  humor  and 
salty  comment  on  lite  in  the  UMC  — 
and  calling  it  "Nicut  Noos.  He  says 
he  was  reprimanded  in  the  lirst 
version  because  it  lacked  dignity 
V\iih  this  one  he  w  ill  "try  to  print  the 
truth.  If  the  truth  offends  you.  don’t  . 
read  it.  he  says.  j 


and  well  there  just  the  same. 

Southeast  Asian  Christians  neither 
want  nor  need  Western  help.  Their 
churches  are  growing  and  thriving 
without  it,  according  to  the  Rev.  F.  Olin 
Stockwell,  longtime  missionary  to  China 
and  lormer  head  of  Trinity  Theological 
College  in  Singapore. 

Citing  "surging  vitality"  in  churches  in 
Singapore,  Hong  Kong  and  Malaysia,  Dr. 
Stockwell  said  such  indigenous  grow  th  is 
cause  for  rejoicing  in  the  West. 

"These  churches  are  coming  of  age, 
the  veteran  Asia  expert  told  TM/UMR  in 
a  telephone  interview  last  week.  "Some 
may  regret  that  Western  missionaries, 
except  in  a  very  few  specialized 
situations,  are  lading  out  ol  the  picture 
But  actually  we  should  be  glad  we  have 
worked  ourselves  out  ol  a  joo. 

Dr.  Stockwell  said  two  things  became 
clear  to  him  in  conversations  with 
Southeast  Asian  church  leaders  during 
his  recent  seven-week  visit:  ill 
Churches  are  growing  in  membership, 
evangelistic  outreach  and  in  1  manual 
strength  —  thanks  in  large  part  to  well 
trained  leadership  and  increased 
prosperity.  (2)  They  want  to  do  it  w  ithout 
money  or  missionaries  lrom  the  West.  A 
strong  national  identity  is  extremely 
important  to  them 

"Wherever  we  went.  Dr.  Stockwell 
said,  "we  asked  the  question.  At  what 
point  can  the  church  in  the  West  serve 
the  churches  here?  There  was  always 
silence  or  an  attempt  to  evade  the 
question.  One  leader  said.  We  can  do  it 
fiurselves. 

Pointing  to  "tremendously  impressive" 
growth.  Dr.  Stockwell  listed: 


•  A  60  percent  growth,  in  both 
members  and  money,  in  the  Malaysian 
Methodist  Church  over  a  nine-year 
period; 

•  Wesley  Methodist  Church  in 
Singapore,  where  1,500  members  are  now 
rebuilding  their  church  at  a  cost  ol  $2 
million,  almost  entirely  with  local 
money; 

•  Toa  Payoh  Methodist  Church,  also  in 
Singapore,  where  348  members  ( up  from 
24  in  1971 )  run  a  school  tor  120  mentally- 
retarded  children,  have  65  persons 
preparing  lor  baptism  and  210  on  a 
waiting  list,  draw  some  750  at  Sunday 
worship  services,  and  "share  a  lively 
concern  lor  spreading  the  Gospel  around 
the  world’  ; 

•  Chinese  Methodist  Church,  Hong 
Kong,  which  has  nearly  raised  $800, 000 
thus  tar  lor  a  new  middle  school  near  the 
Chinese  border,  and  boasts  a  pastor 
chosen  recently  as  one  ol  Hong  Kong  » 
len  most  important  young  men  by  the 
city  s  Chamber  ol  Commerce. 

How  then  can  the  Western  church 
serve  Southeast  Asian  churches’’  By 
prayer  and  friendly  cooperation.  Dr 
Stockwell  believes;  by  being  available  for 
short-term  specialized  service  when 
asked  for  it,  and  by  having  confidence  in 
"the  vitality  of  the  Gospel"  in  those 
nations.  "The  church  is  in  good  hands 
there."  he  maintains 
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first  goal,  the  Chinese  will  undoubtedly 
welcome  business  persons,  teachers  and 
technicians.  But  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
church  —  which  has  been  seen  in  China 
as  basically  foreign  and  imperialistic  — 
will  be  viewed  as  furthering  either  goal. 

Talks  with  Chinese  leaders  have 
convinced  him,  Dr.  Fisher  said,  that  a 
Chinese  church  of  the  future  must  indeed 
be  truly  Chinese,  not  Western.  "If,  as  the 
Chinese  now  openly  admit,  there  are 
some  700,000  identified  Protestants  in  the 
People’s  Republic,  then  they  must  define 
their  own  church,"  he  maintains.  And  if 
bridges  are  to  be  built,  "they  must  be 
initiated  by  the  Chinese  church,  not  by 
us." 

This  does  not  mean,  he  added,  that  the 
UMC  should  have  no  long-range  China 
policy.  A  UM  China  Program 
Consultation  later  this  month  will  bring 
together  some  30  United  Methodists  who 
have  a  demonstrated  interest  in  China 
and  also  an  ear  to  the  UM  constituency, 
to  consider  the  question:  “After 
Normalization:  Then  What?" 

The  consultation,  which  had  already 
been  set  before  the  normalization 
agreement  was  announced,  will  deal  with 
U.S.  relations  both  with  the  People’s 
Republic  and  with  Taiwan,  Dr.  Fisher 
said.  He  predicts  a  central  question  will 
be:  How  can  the  church  carry  out 
mission  when  it  either  cannot  or  should 
not  send  missionaries? 

Earlier,  Dr.  Fisher  and  other  mission 
board  officials  expressed  pleasure  that 
the  terms  of  the  joint  communique  read  to 
the  nation  Dec.  15  are  "very  close"  to  the 
formal  statement  adopted  by  the  board 
in  the  spring  of  1977.  "The  part  (of  the 
communique)  that  commended  itself  to 
the  board  was  with  respect  to  the  human 
rights  of  the  people  of  Taiwan,  Dr. 
Fisher  commmented.  "From  news 
reports  it  seems  clear  that  Mr. 
Carter  is  working  diligently  with  the 
People's  Republic  (on  that  issue  i  On 
that  assumption,  we  are  very  favorable 
to  the  position  he  enunciated,"  he  said 
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]  1  DAY  "FLY  DRIVE"  TOURS 
OF  ENGLISH  METHODISM 

Wesleyan 
Heritage 
Pilgrimage* 


s275.* 


In  cooperation  with  the  World  Methodist 
Council  staff  in  England.  Kerr  Associates 
is  providing  services  throughout  1979 
for  a  new  concept  m  Wesleyan  Heritage 
Pilgrimages  Instead  of  traditional  bus 
tours,  travelers  will  be  provided  with 
"unlimited  mileage"  rental  cars,  housing 
in  highest  quality  British  "bed  and 
breakfast"  houses,  and  extensive  per¬ 
sonalized  Handbook  and  Map  Packets 
Available  only  to  members  of  denominations 
in  the  World  Methodist  Council  in 
strictly  limited  numbers.  Call  toll  free 
1-800-251-8542  today  or  write  for  com¬ 
plete  details:  Kerr  Associates,  1205  8th 
Ave.  S..  Nashville,  TN  37203. 
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Social  activists  blast  evangelicals 

Report  calls  ‘Good  News’  reactionary  influence  in  UMC 


Compiled  from  news  services 
NEW  YORK  —  A  group  of  social 
activists  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  charged  that  a  movement  ot 
evangelicals  in  the  denomination 
represents  ‘  the  presence  and  influence 
of  the  new  Far  Right.  ' 

That  charge  is  leveled  against  ‘  Good 
News,'  the  "Forum  for  Scriptural 
Christianity  Within  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  "  by  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action  (MFSA)  in  an  8,000- 
word  report.  Neither  is  an  official  group 
of  the  UMC. 

Entitled,  "Apostles  of  Reaction:  A 
Critical  Evaluation  of  the  Good  News 
Leadership,'"  the  report  appears  in  the 
November/December  and  January/ 
February  issues  of  the  federation’s  Social 
Questions  Bulletin.  It  is  based  on  an 
analysis  of  articles  in  “Good  News" 
magazine  and  newsletters  and  brochures 
of  the  evangelical  group’s  task  forces. 
According  to  the  MFSA,  the  leaders  of 
"Good  News"  "have  as  their  goal 
nothing  less  than  to  negate  the  church’s 
commitment  to  social  justice  and  to  align 
the  denomination  with  reactionary 
tendencies,  both  theologically  and 
politically.” 

The  report  states  that  "while  we  do  not 
pretend  to  be  neutral  in  the  continuing 
debate  over  the  future  direction  of  the 
church,  care  has  been  taken  to  be  fair  in 
this  evaluation.  It  is  based  on  recent  and 
current  publications  and  statements; 
facts  have  been  carefully  documented. 

World  Council  aids 
Ohio  coalition 

YOUNGSTOWN,  Ohio  (RNS)  -  A 
World  Council  of  Churches  commission 
has  awarded  a  grant  of  $3,000  to  the 
Ecumenical  Coalition  of  the  Mahoning 
Valley  here. 

The  Commission  on  World  Mission  and 
Evangelism  made  the  gift  to  a  coalition 
of  more  than  200  regional  clergy  — 
including  Bishop  James  Thomas  and 
many  other  United  Methodist  leaders  — 
who  are  attempting  to  reopen  a  steel 
factory  and  reemploy  several  thousand 
workers. 

The  workers  were  idled  when  the  Lykes 
Corporation’s  Youngstown  Sheet  and 
Tube  Company  closed  the  Campbell 
Works  in  September  1977.  The  ecumenical 
group  hopes  to  reopen  the  facility  under 
community-worker  ownership. 

The  coalition  has  not  only  "attracted 
widespread  interest  and  sympathy  for 
the  Mahoning  Valley  situation  but  it  has 
given  significant  demonstration  of  unity 
in  mission  in  a  crisis  situation,”  the 
commission  said. 


and  we  have  sought  to  avoid  unfounded 
accusations. " 

The  report  analyzes  the  theology, 
social  views,  tactics.  General  Conference 
strategy  and  political  and  religious  links, 
as  well  as  the  structure  and  funding  of 
the  "Good  News'"  movement. 

The  federation  analysis  charges  that 
the  "Good  News  '  leadership  conceals 
reactionary  politics  under  the  guise  of 
"evangelical"  concern,  thereby  taking 
advantage  of  many  United  Methodists  of 
evangelical  persuasion  who  would  not 
wish  to  be  used  to  support  what  the 
Federation  calls  the  New  Far  Right. 

Positions  ‘Far  Right* 

It  points  to  a  high  correlation  between 
political  positions  of  the  "Good  News" 
leadership  and  the  "consensus  on  issues' " 
of  the  New  Far  Right,  and  notes 
similarities  between  the  latter’s 
"apocalyptic,  conspirational  world 
view"  and  the  formers  "paranoic 
tendencies,  the  apocalyptic  and 
aggressive  world  view,  the  suspicion  of 
conspiracy,  and  the  felt  need  to  unmask 
secret  evil  which  characterize  extrem¬ 
ism.” 

“  ‘Good  News’  leaders’  positions  cor¬ 
respond  to  the  standard  Far  Right 
positions  on  the  death  penalty,  free  mar¬ 
ket  economics,  government  regulation 
of  business,  ERA,  abortion,  religious 
ecumenism,  women’s  rights,  homosexual 
rights,  the  Panama  Canal  treaties,  and 
racial  and  ethnic  quotas,”  the  study 
states. 

Claiming  the  evangelical  caucus 
promotes  division  and  suspicion  within 
the  denomination,  the  document  cites 
attacks  by  "Good  News"  on  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  World  and  Women’s 
divisions  and  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

The  report  charges  "Good  News"  with 
witch-hunting,  rumor-mongering  and 
McCarthyism  in  the  call  by  its 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  for  the 
mass  resignation  of  the  entire  Women's 
Division  staff  because  of  alleged 
"Marxist  views.” 

"These  charges  can  only  be  seen  as  an 
attempt  to  discredit  the  Women’s 
Division  by  the  revival  of  the  appeals  to 
fear  and  hate  employed  by  the  late 
Senator  Joseph  McCarthy,"  the  paper 
states. 

The  MFSA  report  further  cites  such 
efforts  as  "Good  News”  leaders’  push  for 
"selective  giving"  through  the 
withholding  of  apportionments  and  its 
encouragement  of  ministerial  students  to 
attend  "evangelical”  seminaries  rather 
than  denominationally-related  ones. 
Such  rejection  of  the  United  Methodist 


Tortillas  and  explanation  offered 

LAKE  BLUFF,  Ill.  —  Explaining  ethnic  minority  local  churches  was  the  purpose  of 
this  booth  at  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  here  during  the  recent  Lake  Bluff 
Mission  Festival.  Serving  authentic  Mexican-style  tacos  are  Josepha  Bouzas  and  her 
daughter.  Margarita,  members  of  Lakeview  UMC  in  Chicago.  They  came  to  assist 
with  the  festival  and  brought  hot  flour  tortillas  with  them.  al  At  kkk.man  photo 


-Book  review - 


Evangelicals  are  not  cut 
by  the  same  cookie  cutter 


"The  Overcomers"  by  Russell 
Chandler.  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.  1978,  158 
pp.,  $6.95 

By  J.  C.  MONTGOMERY  JR. 

Question:  What  do  Ann  Kiemel, 
Elisabeth  Elliot,  Maria  Von  Trapp.  Elton 
Trueblood,  Bill  and  Gloria  Gaither,  and 
other  well  known  "evangelical" 
personalities  have  in  common? 

Answer:  A  strong  reliance  on  Holy 
Scripture  enlightened  by  the  sturdy  faith 
that  the  Spirit  of  Christ  will  help  them 
overcome  their  problems. 

Question:  Does  this  make  them 
religious  clones,  products  of  a  cookie 
cutter  of  conservative  Christianity? 

Answer:  Not  at  all.  One  of  the  delights 
in  reading  this  book  is  the  discovery  of 
the  diverse  personalities  and  vanegated 
spiritual  experiences  found  in  this  group. 

Mr.  Chandler,  a  religion  writer  for  the 
Los  Angeles  Times,  brings  to  this  book 
his  own  seminary  background 
(Princeton)  and  religious  journalism  ta 
stint  with  "Christianity  Today").  "The 
Overcomers”  is  based  on  a  series  of 
interviews  which  the  author  conducted 
with  14  individuals,  four  of  whom  made 
their  responses  as  married  couples. 

Similar  questions  were  asked  of  each: 
After  they  ^became  Chnstian,  what  was 
the  most  difficult  event  in  their  lives? 
How  did  they  find  the  spiritual  resources 
which  enabled  them  to  overcome  their 
personal  doubts,  distressing  events,  or 
disappointments?  Could  or  should  a 
Christian  be  on  the  mountain-top  at  all 
times? 

These  and  other  questions  elicited 


answers  which  give  a  reading 
acquaintance  with  noted  members  of  a 
significant  Christian  bloc.  These 
individuals  "come  through"  as  warm 
and  likeable  Christians,  perhaps  coming 
to  the  New  Jerusalem  by  a  different  gate 
than  many  others,  but  still  fellow 
pilgrims. 

There  are  several  reasons  why  such  a 
book  is  helpful  reading  for  some  of  us. 
First  of  all,  we  need  to  disabuse 
ourselves  of  the  idea  that  a  simple  faith 
need  be  simplistic.  Again,  we  should 
never  conclude  summarily  that  all 
adherents  of  "the  evangelical  camp 
lack  intellectual  or  academic 
respectability. 

Third  and  most  important,  we  United 
Methodists  must  begin  to  deal  senously 
and  responsibly  with  our  pluralism. 
Even  though  not  one  of  the  personalities 
interviewed  by  Mr.  Chandler  is  of  UM 
background,  we  can  find  their 
counterparts  in  our  own  denomination. 
Fairness  alone,  if  not  Christian  caring, 
demands  an  openness,  a  willingness  to 
learn  of  and  from  others,  and  a 
dedication  to  discovering  those  large 
Christian  denominators  which  enable  us 
to  complete  life's  intended  equations  ol 
faith  and  mission. 

A  good  start  on  our  own  pilgrimage  is 
to  walk  vicariously  with  those  about 
whom  Mr.  Chandler  writes,  sharing  in 
their  nights  of  tears  and  heartaches  but 
finding  with  them  their  morning  joy 
which  faith  in  Christ  brings. 

Mr.  Montgomery  is  superintendent  of 
the  Columbia-Mexico  District  oj  the 
UMC's  Missouri  East  conference. 


eonnectional  system  constitutes  the 
beginnings  of  a  "potentially  fatal 
sectarian  intolerance  within  the 
denomination,"  asserts  the  federation. 

‘Too  concerned  with  words’ 

The  report  contends  that  the  theology 
ot  "Good  News"  leaders  is  a  "rigid, 
traditional  fundamentalism”  character¬ 
ized  by  biblical  literalism,  an  uncom¬ 
passionate  doctrine  of  God,  uncreative 
scholasticism,  intolerance  toward  non¬ 
fundamentalists,  and  an  "unbiblical 
approach”  to  the  theological  task. 

"In  doing  theology,  ‘Good  News' 
leaders  appear  much  more  concerned 
with  the  correctness  ot  the  words  and 
doctrines  used  to  describe  faith  than  with 
the  adequacy  with  which  faith  is 
expressed  in  life,”  the  report  states. 

The  document  concludes  with  a 
challenge  to  the  church  to  "make  it  clear 
that  a  divisive  sectarianism  which  sets 
out  militantly  to  save’  us  all,  which 
condemns  non-fundamentalists  as 
humanists,  which  employs  distortions, 
confrontations,  McCarthyism  and  witch- 

W ashington  pastor  says 


hunts  to  get  its  way,  and  which  would 
align  the  church  with  those  who  ‘rob  the 
poor  and  crush  the  afflicted,'  simply  is 
out  ol  step  with  the  spirit  ol  Christ  as 
United  Methodists  have  come  to 
understand  it.  ' 

The  Rev.  Charles  Keysor,  editor  ot  the 

Good  News  '  magazine,  told  TM/UMR 
that  the  MFSA's  use  of  the  term  "Far 
Right  in  the  report  "is  neither  accurate 
nor  helpful  in  understanding  the  wide 
range  ot  opinion  in  United  Methodism. 
Such  labels  are  highly  relative  —  it  all 
depends  where  you  stand  whether 
somebody  is  Far  Lett'  or  Far  Right. 
Some  people  call  Good  News' 
dangerously  liberal.' 

It  is  apparent,  Dr.  Keysor  added,  that 
MFSA  feels  threatened  by  viewpoints 
different  from  their  own.  He  said  the 
church  needs  to  recognize  that  "many 
loyal  United  Methodists  are  more 
conservative  than  MFSA.  When  they 
object  to  our  theology,  they  are  really 
objecting  not  to  ‘Good  News'  but  to  the 
historic  faith  which  the  church  has  held 
lor  2,ouo  years.  " 


In  tribal  languages 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  Church 
bulletin  covers  with  Scriptures  an  ’ 
hymns  in  five  Native  American  tribal 
languages  have  been  produced  by  the 
evangelism  section  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship.  The 
covers,  as  the  one  above,  that  have 
been  printed  already  are  sold  out. 
Apparently  white  churches  are  using 
them  to  sensitize  members  to  the 
Native  American  presence  in  the 
church,  say  staff  persons. 


Joy  is  contagiously  appealing 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

RICHLAND,  Wash.  -  When  Joe 
Harding  says  joy  and  celebration  are 
contagious,  you’d  better  believe  him.  His 
proof  is  a  fast-growing  congregation 
whose  attendance  has  doubled  in  six 
years  and  a  missions  budget  which  has 
tripled  in  four. 

But  even  without  such  "proof,”  when 
he  says  with  a  smile  that  “Christianity  is 
worth  celebrating,"  people  tend  to  listen. 
Each  day  here  —  via  radio  and  television 
spots  —  the  United  Methodist  minister 
reaches  out  to  some  35,000  persons  with 
"soft-sell”  messages  that  some  say  have 
made  him  the  best-known  and  most 
appealing  public  figure  in  the  Richland 
area. 

It’s  the  joy  and  hope  of  the  Christian 
faith  that  people  respond  to,  Mr.  Harding 
maintains.  To  reach  persons  in  a  part  of 
the  country  which  is  largely-unchurched 
(only  28  percent  of  all  Oregon- 
Washington  residents  are  church 
members),  his  messages  reflect  the  joys 
of  life  at  its  best  and  hold  out  the  quiet 
possibility  that  "there  may  be  something 
in  the  Christian  faith  to  enrich  your  life.  ” 
Joe  Harding  is  the  first  to  admit  that 
without  "a  happy  community”  at  Central 
United  Protestant  Church,  a  predomi¬ 
nantly  UM  congregation,  those  messages 
wouldn’t  make  a  dint. 

Most  of  Central’s  2,500  members  will 
still  say  they  first  attended  here  because 
a  member  invited  them,  he  reports.  They 
joined  because  up  to  130  trained 

Critics  force 
firm  to  alter 
‘soda  beer’ 

ST.  LOUIS  (RNS)  —  Anheuser-Bush, 
Inc.,  the  brewer  which  introduced  a  low 
alcohol  soft  drink  and  received  heavy 
criticism  in  one  of  its  test  markets  this 
fall,  has  decided  to  change  the  formula 
but  will  continue  test  marketing  the 
product. 

Chelsea  will  have  so  little  alcohol  in  it, 
the  promoters  say,  that  the  alcohol 
content  will  not  be  listed  on  the  label  and 
they  have  to  alter  the  advertising  slogan 
from  "the  not-so-soft-drink"  to  "the 
natural  alternative.” 

Even  the  original  Chelsea  met  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration's 
standards  for  soft  drinks,  Anheuser- 
Busch  says,  but  the  new  Chelsea  will 
have  "the  same  trace  levels”  of  alcohol 
as  other  soft  drinks. 

The  original  product  was  pulled  off  the 
shelves  shortly  after  Virginia  nurses  and 
many  clergy  and  educators  denounced 
the  "soda  beer"  and  called  for  a  boycott. 
(See  TM/UMR,  Nov.  17).  Kenneth  B. 
Frank,  superintendent  of  schools  in 
Staunton,  Va.,  said  Chelsea  was 
calculated  to  condition  children  to  pick 
up  the  drinking  habit  and  he  would  not 
allow  the  beverage  to  be  sold  on  school 
grounds. 

Keith  M.  Jones,  an  Anheuser-Busch 
official,  denies  that  his  company  has  any 
interest  in  a  youth  market,  as  Chelsea 
critics  contend. 

In  fact,  he  said,  "Anheuser-Busch 
believes  strongly  that  the  concept  behind 
the  new  soft  drink  Chelsea  is  socially 
responsible  and  that  it  fulfills  a  real  need 
in  the  adult  beverage  market. " 

Hunger  fund  returns 
called  disappointing 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The 
Thanksgiving  Hunger  Fund,  launched 
with  gifts  of  $100,000  apiece  by  three 
major  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish 
relief  agencies,  has  realized  only  $25,000 
from  its  nation-w  ide  campaign. 

Midge  Meinertz,  who  handled  the 
Hunger  Fund  for  Church  World  Service, 
rebel  arm  of  the  National  Council  ot 
Churches,  said  they  had  entered  the 
project  for  the  sake  ot  the  mterreligious 
cooperation,  but  that  "we  were 
surprised"  at  how  little  the  effort 
actually  raised. 

One  reason  cited  lor  the  lack  of 
response  was  the  "short  time-line  lor 
the  project.  Another  factor  mentioned 
was  "internal  conflicts." 


laypersons  were  out  visiting  and  en¬ 
couraging  them.  And  they  got  involved 
in  the  life  of  the  church  because  the 
entire  Council  on  Ministries  sees  to  it  that 
no  one  gets  lost. 

But  no  matter  who’s  responsible,  the 
pastor  maintains,  the  point  is  this: 
evangelism,  which  after  all  is  the  real 
purpose  of  the  church,  need  not  be  grim. 
A  congregation  which  views  life 
"through  the  eyes  of  faith  can  refuse  to 
be  intimidated  and  can  be  people  of  jov.” 

At  Central  church,  he  says,  "we  do  a 
lot  of  celebrating,”  especially  at 
worship.  Advertising  the  great  festival 
days  of  the  church,  Central  drew  some 
2,500  persons  to  four  Christmas  Eve 
services  last  year  and  1,600  on  Pentecost 
Sunday. 

On  "low"  Sundays,  such  as  the  one 
after  Easter,  the  congregation 
celebrates  the  great  events  in  its  own 
life,  by  confirming  its  young  people  or  ( in 
August)  affirming  the  student  interns  it 
employs  each  summer. 

Mr.  Harding  warns,  however,  that 
celebration,  appealing  as  it  is,  is  not  a 
game:  gimmicks,  whether  in  advertising 
to  the  unchurched  or  nurturing  its  own 
members,  simply  don’t  work.  To  be 
"contagious,"  faith  must  be  real  and 
commitment  must  be  serious. 

Commitment  at  Central  takes  several 
forms,  after  some  congregational  goal¬ 
setting  four  years  ago. 

Pledging  is  key  and  members  are 


encouraged  to  move  toward  a  tithe. 
While  only  20  families  tithed  two  years 
ago,  200  now  do.  Not  a  single  family, 
incidentally,  has  taken  advantage  of  a 
well-publicized  "money-back  guarantee” 
offered  by  Central  church  in  1975  to  any¬ 
one  who  tithed  and  was  not  satisfied, 
he  reports.  The  church  has  a  current 
budget  of  $650,000. 

A  well-organized  lay  ministry  of 
pastoral  care  has  resulted  in  some  130 
lay  ministers  who  are  trained  in  listening 
skills  as  well  as  witnessing,  meet  weekly, 
and  agree  to  visit  all  church  "visitors" 
within  48  hours. 

Member  families,  along  with  the  entire 
Council  on  Ministries,  assist  the  pastor  in 
seven-session  seminars  with  non¬ 
members  who  express  interest  in  Central 
church.  Such  sessions  exert  no  pressure 
and  let  non-members  set  the  agenda  of 
things  they’d  like  to  know.  For  those  who 
decide  to  join,  orientation  sessions  come 
later.  The  church’s  Council  on  Ministries 
reports  regularly  on  how  each  new 
member  has  been  involved  in  the  life  of 
the  congregation. 

Evangelism,  Mr.  Harding  concludes,  is 
the  "body-life”  of  a  happy  community 
which  celebrates  together  its 
relationship  to  God.  When  this  kind  of 
positive  thinking  occurs  within  a 
congregation,  "we  assume  things  will 
happen  based  on  our  conviction  about 
things  not  seen”  —  and  people  want  a 
part  in  such  a  faith,  he  says. 
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UN  appeals 
for  child  5s 
well-being 

UNITED  NATIONS,  N.Y.  (RNS)  -  A 
foremost  need  of  the  International  Year 
of  the  Child  ( IYC )  in  1979  is  to  help  people 
raise  significant  issues  rather  than 
sensational  ones  about  the  well-being  of 
children. 

This  was  the  appeal  of  Jean  Young, 
chairperson  of  the  U.S.  National 
Commission  on  IYC,  in  addressing  120 
Veligious  journalists  in  an  editorial 
seminar  at  the  United  Nations. 

Such  "flag”  terms  as  "day  care," 
"working  mothers,”  and  "violence  in  the 
schools"  tend  to  set  one  group  of  people 
against  another,  Mrs.  Young  said, 
whereas  the  real  need  "is  the  creation  of 
an  educational  institution  prepared  to 
educate  all  our  children." 

Other  challenges  before  the  U.S. 
people,  Mrs.  Young  said,  include  action 
on  behalf  of  the  nation’s  one  million 
children  whose  rights  are  abused  and  10 
million  children  who  are  without  medical 
care. 

"The  children  who  are  isolated  in 
urban  ghettos  and  barrios  and 
reservations,  and  children  in  tar-paper 
shacks  and  hills  of  Appalachia,  tenant 
farms  and  migrant  camps,  are  caught  in 
a  vicious  cycle  of  depleting  resources.” 

Besides  the  issues  of  education, 
juvenile  justice,  health  and  nutrition  and 
discrimination  and  alienation  as  key 
concerns,  .-Mi'S.  Young  said  “another 
framework  for  action”  for  the  U.S. 
commission  is  the  impact  of  media  on 
children. 

Taking  into  account  such  teachings  as 
"be  as  a  little  child”  and  a  "little  child 
shall  lead  them,”  the  churches'  role  as 
an  advocate  for  children  is  natural,  Mrs. 
Young  asserted. 

Belgian  Protestants 
unite  in  new  church 

BRUSSELS,  Belgium  (UMC)  —  Union 
of  the  three  major  Protestant  churches  in 
Belgium  became  a  reality  Jan.  1  when 
the  "United  Protestant  Church  of 
Belgium"  came  into  existence. 

Belgian  Methodists  are  part  of  the  new 
church  by  virtue  of  their  union  in  1969 
with  the  Eglise  Evangelique  Prostante 
de  Belgique  to  form  the  Protestant 
Church  of  Belgium,  one  of  the  three 
participants  in  the  new  union. 

The  other  two  parties  are  the  Belgian 
Reformed  Church  and  the  Re-Reformed 
Church  ( Gereformeerde  Kerk  Classis 
Belgie)  of  Dutch  origin. 

The  new  church  consists  of  110  local 
churches  with  a  membership  of  betWfeen 
35,000  and  40,000.  The  present  Protestant 
Church  of  Belgium  has  been  affiliated 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Your  VCS  theme 
for  Summer  ’79 


Now  two  big  kits  let  you  preview  the 
United  Methodist  resources  for  Vaca¬ 
tion  Church  School,  and  help  you  plan 
to  make  We  Do  God’s  Work  your 
group’s  best  summer  of  study  ever! 


. buy  both  VCS  Kit  #1  and  VCS  Kit  #2  at  the  same  time.  Purchased  separately,  these  kits 

would  cost  93.60.  Take  advantage  of  this  special  offer  and  order  both  kits  now.  Order  No.  1185. 
Special  Offer  Price  on  Kits  #1  and  #2,  79.95 


United  Methodist/Christian  Studies 
especially  developed  for  use  in  Uni 
Vacation  Church  Schools 


I  Kit  #1 

Save  $4  when  you  preview  the  basic  class 
resources 

Kit  #1  has  the  Teacher's  Guidebook,  Pupil's  Book, 
and  Class  Packet  for  Nursery  3-4  through  Older 
Elementary:  and  also  includes  the  Early  Teen 
Teacher  Pupil  Book  (16  resources.)  A  copy  of 
Cokesbury's  Resources  Catalog  for  Vacation  Church 
School  and  Other  Summertime  Ministries  is  enclosed 
as  well  as  an  order  blank  and  sample  VCS  publicity 
materials — poster,  button,  invitation  postcard,  regis¬ 
tration  card,  and  recognition  certificate. 

Order  No.  1163. 

If  purchased  separately  these  resources  would  cost 
39.25 


Preview  the  VCS  Preferred  Audio-Visuals 
and  Save  $5 

Use  this  preview  and  planning  kit  to  start  your  VCS 
resource  library.  The  kit  includes  Stories  to  See  and 
Hear,  Vol.  1  and  2,  for  Nursery  3-4;  Let's  Play 
Together,  for  Kindergarten;  Let's  Try  Puppetry,  for 
Younger  Elementary;  Go  Into  All  the  World,  for  Middle 
Elementary;  and  The  Banner  Making  Game,  for  Older 
Elementary.  A  copy  of  the  VCS  resources  catalog  is 
enclosed,  with  an  order  blank  and  sample  publicity 
materials — VCS  poster,  button,  invitation  postcard, 
registration  card,  and  recognition  certificate. 

Order  No.  1174. 

If  purchased  separately  these  resources  would  cost 
54.35 


Kit 
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Send  me  these  planning  and  preview  kits 
Oty 

_  Plan-Ahead  offer!  VCS  Kit  #1  and  VCS  Kit  #2  (Order  No  1105)  ra  79.95. 

_ VCS  KK  *1  (Order  No.  1153)  (&  35.25  each 

_ VCS  KK  #2  (Order  No.  1174)  <§  49.35  each 

Date - *s — 

SEND  TO  _  .  .  _  -  -  -  - 

(Print  or  type) 

Address _ _ •  -  -  _ _ 
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REMEMBER? 


January  14,  This  Sunday  — 
Is  “’Louisiana  United 

Methodist  Reporter ”  Day 

Please  fill  out  the  subscription  blank  in 
your  bulletin  (or  pew)  fold  it  with  $3.50  cash 
or  check  and  place  it  in  the  offering  to 
receive  52  weekly  issues  of  news  about. 
United  Methodism  in  Louisiana  and  around 
the  world.  Newspaper  subscriptions  need  to 
be  in  by  Jan.  21. 


Two  In  One 

Baptist  Or  Methodist?. 


Baptists  and  Methodists  don’t  usually 
coexist  in  the  same  church.  But  Ansley 
Church,  10  miles  south  of  Ruston,  La.  is 
the  exception. 

This  arrangement  has  been  going  on 
for  so  long  —  76  years  —  that  some  of  the 
members  aren’t  even  sure  who’s  Baptist 
and  who’s  Methodist  anymore. 

But  they  do  know  which  denomination 
their  ministers  belong  to.  Every  other 
Sunday  Rev.  William  M.  Stokes  Jr., 
director  of  the  United  Methodist  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University,  travels  to  Ansley  Church  to 
preach.  He’s  been  doing  this  for  about  18 
years. 

On  his  off  Sundays,  the  Baptist  Rev. 
Howard  Heflin  fills  the  pulpit.  He’s  been 
the  church’s  Baptist  minister  for  about 
four  years. 

The  white  frame  church  with  its 
approximately  50  members  (half  Baptist 
and  half  Methodist)  is  all  that’s  left  of  a 
once  thriving  sawmill  community. 

In  1902  Davis  Brother  Lumber  Co. 
donated  several  acres  for  the  church. 
The  sanctuary  with  its  wooden  pews  and 
two  classrooms  on  either  side  was  built 
for  the  whole  community  to  use.  It  was  to 
be  an  interdenominational  church. 

Most  sawmill  communities  had  such  a 
union  church,  R.  E.  Crowe,  a  member  of 
the  church,  explained. 

Crowe,  who  is  helping  put  together  a 
book  of  the  history  of  the  church,  said  in 
the  ’20s  and  ’30s  over  1,000  people  — 
Catholics,  Pentecostals,  Methodists  and 
Baptists  —  gathered  at  the  church  on 
Sunday  mornings  to  worship. 

But  after  the  sawmill  sold  out  and  the 
town  of  Ansley  began  disappearing,  the 
church’s  membership  slid  down. 

Baptists  and  Methodists  who  kept  the 
church  alive  during  the  hard  years, 
decided  to  simply  share  it.  According  to 
the  property  deed,  as  long  as  a  church 


remains  on  the  site  the  land  cannot  be 
sold. 

Crowe,  a  former  sawmill  employee 
who  is  now  a  supervisor  for  the  Jackson 
Parish  School  Board, 'is  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  who  was  reared  in  the  church. 
While  he  is  a  Methodist,  his  son,  also 
raised  in  the  church,  is  now  serving  as  an 
assistant  Baptist  minister  in  a  Baptist 
church  near  Bastrop. 

“In  all  the  years  I’ve  been  there  at 
Ansley,  I  can’t  think  of  any  serious 
disagreements  at  the  church.  We’ve  all 
just  gotten  along,’’  Crowe  said. 

Interdenominational  Sunday  School 
materials  are  used  and  the  members 
participate  in  Communion  services 
together. 

“There’s  such  a  sweet  spirit  among  the 
people,”  said  Rev.  Stokes.  They  work 
together  and  make  compromises  when 
necessary  he  explained. 

Is  it  hard  to  preach  at  such  a  joint 
church,  Rev.  Stokes  was  asked.  “No,  I 
just  preach  the  Gospel,”  he  said. 

While  there  are  both  Baptist  and 
Methodist  churches  within  a  three  to  five 
mile  radius  of  Ansley  Church,  Crowe  said 
the  members  prefer  to  stay  at  Ansley. 

“I  don’t  know  why  we  do.  I  guess  it’s 
just  because  we  grew  up  in  the  church 
and  we  love  it.  It  means  a  lot  to  us,”  he 
explained. 

The  future  of  this  unique  church 
nestled  in  the  timberlands  of  North 
Louisiana  is  not  certain. 

In  the  fall  it  was  severely  damaged  by 
a  windstorm.  The  members  decided  to 
use  the  $6,000  in  the  building  fund  to 
repair  it. 

If  the  little  frame  church  will  be  able  to 
continue  its  ministry  remains  to  be  seen, 
said  Crowe.  But  one  thing  he  is  certain 
of:  “We  love  the  church  and  are  trying  to 
hang  on  to  it.” 


Take  Another  Look 
At  That  Byline 


If  you  have  been  reading  “The  Church 
School”  magazine  in  recent  months  you 
may  have  noticed  some  familiar  names 
on  the  bylines  of  the  articles. 

In  1978  about  eight  Methodists  from  our 
state  had  their  work  published  in  this 
magazine,  a  publication  put  out  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  monthly. 

Donald  Emler,  a  professor  of  Christian 
Education  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport,  authored  the  articles  “A 
Program  for  Teacher  Recognition”  in 
the  November  1978  issue;  "Areas  of 
Content:  The  Bible  as  Ground  and 
Guide”  in  the  December  1978  issue,  and 
“Settings  for  Adult  Education”  in  the 
January  1979  issue. 

Other  Louisianans  from  this 
Conference  whose  work  has  appeared  in 
the  magazine  include: 

Rev.  Nancy  J.  Gammill,  of  Francis 
Asbury  UM  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  who 
wrote  “United  Methodist  Doctrine: 
Implications  for  Teaching  in  the  Church 
School.”  It  appeared  in  the  August  1978 


issue. 

Ella  Mae  Charlton  of  Noel  UM  in 
Shreveport  wrote  “How  to  Succeed  at 
Teaching."  It  was  published  in  the 
August  1978  issue. 

Patsy  S.  Glenn,  coordinator  of  family 
ministries  at  Aurora  UMC  in  New 
Orleans  wrote  “The  Joy  and  Hope  of 
Lent:  Study  Unit  for  Intergenerational 
Groups.”  It  was  in  the  January  1978 
issue. 

Rev.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  senior  pastor 
at  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  wrote 
“Evangelism  Through  Teaching”  which 
was  in  the  September  1977  issue. 

And  Rev.  Randy  Lee  Gammill,  pastor 
of  Francis  Asbury  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 
wrote  “The  Pastor  as  Educator.”  It  was 
in  the  July  1977  issue. 

Also  an  article  about  the  Rev.  John 
Winn  and  Carole  Cotton  of  First  Church  in 
Houma  appeared  in  the  November- 
December,  1978,  issue  of  the 
“Interpreter”  Magazine. 


Editorially  Speaking . 

George  Washington  the  II? 


To  me,  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa, 
United  Methodist  Bishop  of  Rhodesia 
(soon  to  be  Zimbabwe),  is  one  of  the 
authentic  heroes  our  church  has 
produced  in  recent  times.  Now,  with  the 
publication  of  his  autobiography,  Rise 
Up  and  Walk,  all  of  us  can  read  the  full 
story  of  his  life. 

The  son  of  a  poor  preacher-farmer, 
Bishop  Muzorewa  was  educated  in 
United  Methodist  mission  schools. 
Indeed,  one  of  the  success  stories  of 
missionary  work  is  the  large  number  of 
today’s  African  leaders  who  were  trained 
in  mission  schools. 

As  he  describes  his  religious  faith,  it  is 
obvious  the  bishop  has  a  deep 
commitment  to  God.  Raised  in  a 
Christian  home,  he  experienced  a 
personal  conversion  during  a  revival  at 
Old  Umtali  school.  His  call,  like  other 
parts  of  his  ministry,  began  with  dreams 
which  were  later  confirmed  by 
experiences  during  his  waking  hours.  His 
first  pastoral  charge  reminds  one  of 
frontier  America:  he  had  sixteen 
churches,  and  had  to  travel  from  one  to 
the  other  by  bicycle. 

Without  bitterness  or  rancor,  but  with 
candor  and  frankness,  the  bishop  tells 
about  racial  discrimination  and  injustice 
toward  black  people  in  Rhodesia,  a  story 
he  claims  has  never  been  fully  told  in  the 
American  press.  Original  African 
residents  have  been  deprived  of  all  but 
the  poorest  land,  stripped  of  political 
power  and  largely  deprived  of  legal 
rights  by  a  tiny  minority  of  nineteenth 


century  white  settlers.  Even  though  the 
church  was  a  leader  for  change, 
discriminatory  practices  were  common, 
including  such  practices  as  separate 
tables  for  missionaries  at  mealtime. 

Bishop  Ralph  Dodge  was  the  last 
American  bishop  of  Rhodesia,  and  the 
one  most  admired  for  breaking  down 
discriminatory  patterns  in  the  church. 
When  he  was  unable  to  continue  his  work 
and  a  successor  was  to  be  elected,  Bishop 
Muzorewa  was  chosen.  It  was  not  long, 
however,  until  the  people  of  Rhodesia 
called  the  bishop  to  an  additional  and 
larger  responsibility:  he  was  drafted  to 
become  the  key  leader  in  the  transition 
toward  majority  rule  in  Rhodesia. 

Though  he  does  not  reject  the  use  of 
violence  in  a  revolutionary  struggle,  the 
bishop  has  been  a  voice  of  moderation  as 
he  has  attempted  to  lead  toward  a  new 
nation  in  which  there  is  liberty  and 
justice  for  all.  If  he  succeeds,  as  it  now 
appears  he  will,  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa,  a  true  son  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  will  also  be 
recognized  as  the  George  Washington  of 
his  new  nation. 

Nowadays,  we  hear  much  about  what 
is  wrong  with  missions  and  mission 
policy.  For  a  story  about  what  is  right 
about  the  Christian  mission,  don’t  miss 
Rise  Up  and  Walk,  edited  by  Norman  E. 
Thomas  and  published  by  Abingdon 
Press. 

By  Ray  Branton,  Editor  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


‘Other  School  System’ 


Begins  January  1 3 

Beginning  Jan.  13,  the  television  series  “The  Other  School 
System”  will  be  broadcast  on  Public  Television  Stations  in 
Louisiana. 

This  is  a  series  of  12,  half-hour  programs  for  training  volunteer 
teachers.  Programs  will  be  shown  at  12:30  p.m.  on  Saturdays 
Jan.  13  through  March  31. 

Each  Saturday  program  will  repeat  at  6  p.m.  the  following 
Monday  from  Jan.  15  through  April  2. 

Study  guides  are  available  for  $1  each  from  Discipleship 
Resources,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 

The  series  will  enable  the  provision  of  teacher  training  on  a  far 
more  massive  scale  than  anything  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  attempted  before. 

It  delivers  training  to  teachers  and  parents  in  their  own  homes 
with  maximum  convenience  to  them. 

Each  program  provides  information,  skill  training, 
observation,  and  examples  of  the  subject  matter.  Local  churches 
are  encouraged  to  set  up  group  meetings  for  discussion  of  these 
programs. 

Program  titles  are:  “The  Volunteer  Teacher;  Children  as 
Learners;  Setting,  Learning  Environments;  Story  Telling; 
Learning  Centers;  Group  Communication;  Discipline;  Different 
Ways  of  Learning;  Goal  Setting;  Evaluation;  Faith 
Development;  and  Moral  Development.” 


Prisoners’  Chapel 
Becoming  Reality 


The  Angola  Interfaith  Chapel 
Commitee,  authorized  by  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  and  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention  to  raise 
money  for  and  oversee  the  construction 
of  a  chapel  at  the  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary  at  Angola,  met  for  their 
first  official  meeting  in  December. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  the 
conference  room  of  the  administration 
building  of  the  penitentiary. 

Bishop  Gerard  Frey  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Diocese  of  Lafayette  and  The 
Rev.  Don  Mabry,  Director  of  Missions 
Ministries  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention,  were  elected  cochairmen. 

The  Rev.  James  Stovall,  UM  Minister, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Inter-church  Conference,  was  elected 
secretary. 

Warden  Frank  Blackburn  welcomed 
the  group  to  Angola,  spoke  of  the  need  for 
the  chapel,  and  assured  the  Committee  of 
his  cooperation. 

Rev.  Stovall  and  Rev.  Mabry  reported 
that  through  their  contacts  they  have 
learned  that  most  of  the  denominations 
in  the  state  are  planning  to  receive  an 
offering  in  their  churches  on  April  1, 1979, 
for  the  Angola  Chapel  Fund.  They 
further  reported  that  they  have  received 
from  different  denominations  assurances 
that  they  will  give  at  least  $100,000  to  the 
project. 


On  the  basis  of  these  assurances  which 
have  been  received,  the  Committee  hired 
the  architectural  firm  Forte  and  Tablada 
of  Baton  Rouge  and  instructed  them  to 
proceed  with  plans  and  specifications. 

The  ‘Committee  agreed  upon  the 
location  of  the  chapel  suggested  by 
Warden  Blackburn  between  the  laundry 
and  the  recreation  area.  This  site  was 
chosen  because  it  fronts  on  the  “Big 
Walk"  in  the  "Big  Yard”  where  2,000 
inmates  pass  several  times  each  day  as 
they  go  to  the  dining  room,  to  recreation 
and  to  work. 

Bishop  Frey  said,  “This  chapel  will  be 
a  sign  to  the  inmates  that  we  of  the 
Church  care  about  them.  Also,  it  will  be  a 
sign  to  the  state  of  Louisiana  that  the 
inmates  can  be  helped.  We  encourage 
congregations  and  individuals  to  give  to 
this  fund.” 

On  the  basis  of  preliminary  plans,  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  chapel  will  be 
$300,000. 

Individuals  are  encouraged  to 
contribute  to  the  fund  through  their  local 
churches.  Also,  contributions  to  the 
Angola  Chapel  Fund  may  be  sent  c/o 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  440 
North  Foster,  Suite  106,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana  70806  or  c/o  Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention.  Post  Office  Box  311, 
Alexandria,  Louisiana  71301. 


Reflecting  On  Wesley  Opening 


Pageantry  filled  Wesley  Chapel  on 
Nov.  1,  1978.  in  London  as  Queen 
Elizabeth  of  England  and  her  husband 
Prince  Philip  made  their  entrance  to  the 
reopening  celebrations. 

One  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
minister,  Rev.  D.  L.  Dykes,  senior 
minister  at  First  UMC  in  Shreveport, 
attended  the  formal  opening  ceremony. 
Recently  he  reflected  on  it  and  recalled 
his  thoughts  at  the  time. 

“I  had  the  feeling  as  I  sat  there  in  the 
service  that  beginning  now  we  can 
develop  this  place  into  a  spiritual  Mecca, 
a  Salt  Lake  City  or  a  Jerusalem,”  Dr. 
Dykes  explained. 

“Every  major  denomination  should 
have  a  home  base,  —  not  for 
programming  and  record  keeping  —  but 


a  spiritual  and  psychological  home  base. 

“Methodism  has  not  had  this.” 

Another  minister  present  at  the 
ceremonies  said,  “The  ungrudging 
pleasure  of  Mr.  Wesley  would  clearly 
have  been  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  the 
Queen  arrived  fresh  from  opening  her 
Parliament.  She  linked  the  secular  and 
the  spiritual,  and  it  seemed  good. 

“Prince  Philip  read  one  of  the  lessons 
during  the  service.  The  nature  of  the 
Chapel’s  restoration  to  all  its  former 
glory  —  ‘perfectly  neat,  but  not  fine’  — 
was  John  Wesley’s  own  description  —  is 
symbolic  of  its  undying  magnetism  to 
Methodists.” 

This  formal  ceremony  which  the  Queen 
visited  was  only  one  of  several  services 
which  Methodists  from  over  the  world 


gathered  in  London  to  participate  in.  At 
one  evening  banquet  over  1,000 
Methodists  attended. 

Dr.  Dykes  said  his  second  impression 
of  the  formal  ceremony  he  attended  was 
the  real  value  and  significance  of 
recapturing  the  spirit  and  theology  of 
John  Wesley. 


Minister’s  Week  Set 


The  44th  annual  Ministers’  Week  will 
be  held  on  the  campus  of  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  Monday,  Feb.  5,  through 
Thursday,  Feb.  8, 1979. 

A  number  of  informative  continuing 
education  workshops  will  be  conducted 
during  Ministers’  Week  ’79  with 
members  of  the  Perkins  faculty  and 
other  resource  persons  as  leaders. 

These  workshops,  which  will  meet  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  Ministers’ 
Week,  are  as  follows : 

•  “Wesley’s  Diaries"  -  Dr.  Richard  P. 
Heitzenrater,  Associate  Professor  of 
Church  History  and  Methodist 
Studies,  Curator  of  the  Methodist 
Collection  in  Bridwell  Library. 

•  “  ‘Media’  Pulpit”  -  The  Reverend 
Robert  L.  Robertson,  Executive 
Director  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  Council,  Dallas. 

•  “Computer  Assisted  Instruction”  - 
Dr.  Howard  Grimes,  Professor  of 
Christian  Education,  Perkins. 

•  “  ‘Covenant’  in  Christian  Ethics"  - 
Dr.  Joseph  L.  Allen,  Professor  of 
Ethics,  Perkins. 

•  “The  Church’s  Ministry  with  the 
Aging”  -  Dr.  Rosalie  J.  Lawson, 
Associate  Director  of  the  Intern 
Program,  Perkins. 

•  “Mission  Workshop”  -  Dr.  David 
Flude,  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Other  events  planned  for  the  week 
include  “An  Evening  with  the  Arts,"  with 
performances  by  students  from 
Meadows  School  of  the  Arts-SMU;  a 
reception  in  honor  of  the  lecturers  on 
Monday  evening;  an  Alumni/ae 
Breakfast  on  Wednesday;  and  music  by 
the  Perkins  Seminary  Singers  under  the 


direction  of  The  Rev.  Roger  Deschner. 

There  is  no  advance  registration  for 
Ministers’  Week.  Individuals  are  asked 
to  obtain  their  own  housing 
accommodations. 

Registration  for  Ministers'  Week  is  in 
McFarlin  Auditorium  lobby  upon  arrival 
on  campus  with  the  opening  festival  of 
the  week  beginning  at  7:30  p.m.  on 
Monday,  Feb.  5. 

For  additional  information  contact 
Office  of  Perkins  Relations,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  Texas 
75275.  Telephone  214/692-2124. 

Dr.  Martin  E.  Marty,  professor  at  the 
University  of  Chicago,  author  of 
Christian  books  and  minister,  is  the 
Fondren  Lecturer.  He  will  speak  on 
"The  Hunger  for  Wholeness." 

In  1972  he  won  the  National  Book 
Award  for  “Righteous  Empire.” 

The  Peyton  Lecturer  is  Father 
Godfrey  Diekmann,  professor  of 
theology  and  patristics  at  St.  John’s 
Seminary,  Collegeville,  Minn.  He  is 
author  of  “Come,  Let  Us  Worship. 
Personal  Prayer  and  the  Liturgy  .  ’  ’ 

He  will  be  speaking  on  “Some  Lessons 
from  Holy  Scripture  and  Early 
Christianity  About  Worship." 

The  Jackson  Lecturer  is  Dr.  Bre¬ 
vard  S.  Childs,  professor  of  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  at  Yale  University.  He  is  a 
minister  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  Among  his  several  books,  his 
commentary  on  the  “The  Book  of 
Exodus"  is  one  of  the  major  Old 
Testament  commentaries  available 
today. 

He  will  be  speaking  about  “Toward  a 
Recovery  of  Biblical  Narrative." 


Matheny  To  Speak  In  Alexandria 


TOM  MATHENY 


Tom  Matheny,  president  of  the 
Judicial  Council  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  (the  supreme  Court  of  the 
denomination)  will  bespeaking  Jan.  19  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
meeting  in  Alexandria. 

The  meeting  will  be  at  noon  at  the 
Plantation  Manor  Restaurant, 

Matheny  is  a  lawyer  from  Hammond, 
Louisiana,  and  was  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Conference  Lay 
Leaders  for  two  years. 

Recently  he  was  appointed  to  serve  on 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  National 
Methodist  Foundation  for  Higher 
Education  and  to  the  International 
Estates  Committee  of  the  American  Bar 
Association. 

Matheny  is  also  conference  lay  leader 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Around  The  Conference 

Teachers:  Fresh  Ideas 


SHREVEPORT  —  If  you’re  a 
Church  School  teacher  and  you  need 
some  fresh  ideas,  consider  attending 
the  “Teacher  Training  and 
Development  Workshop”  at  Noel 
United  Methodist  Church  Jan.  29-30  at 
520  Herndon  Street. 

This  Monday  and  Tuesday 
workshop,  to  be  from  7  to  9  p.m.,  is  for 


all  workers  of  the  church. 

Sessions  are  planned  for  adults  who 
work  with  young  children,  elementary 
boys  and  girls,  youths  and  adults. 

Child  care  will  be  available. 
Persons  needing  this  service  are 
requested  to  call  Noel  at  221-5207 
giving  ages  of  children  so  proper 
supervision  can  be  provided. 


Ushers  Celebrate 


After  lOYears ,  It ’s  Finished 

BENTON  —  After  10  years  of  work,  Benton  United 
Methodist  Church's  education  building  is  completed. 

Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District,  spoke  at  the  recent  gathering  of 
friends  and  members  of  the  church  to  consecrate  the 
completed  fellowship  room  —  the  last  phase  of  the  building 
project. 

An  added  highlight  of  the  meet  was  the  distribution  of  an 
interesting  yearbook,  “From  Advent  to  Advent,”  prepared 
by  Rev.  Clarence  Krumnow,  the  minister  in  charge. 


NEW  ORLEANS  -  The  Ushers  of 
Haven  UMC  observed  a  29th 
anniversary  celebration  this  Fall. 

The  theme  of  the  ceremony;  at 
which  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  District 
Superintendent;  spoke,  was  “The  Key 
to  God’s  Mansion  is  Service  to  Our 
Fellowman." 

Mrs.  Ethel  Jackson  coordinated  the 
event  and  ambassadors  from  Usher 
organizations  from  various 
denominations  in  the  community 
were  present. 

The  pastor  is  R.  L.  Jones. 


Rev.  R.  L.  Jones,  left,  and 
Dr.  Alfred  Norris  at 
ceremony 
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LAMECO  Federal  Credit 
Union  will  hold  an  annual 
shareholders  meeting  Wed¬ 
nesday,  January  17  at  12:15 
in  the  Centenary  College 
Cafeteria  in  Shreveport. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JANUARY  12,  1979 


seOeOOOaOOOOOMewsxvweafcOWeeeeASOftSWrtOflAMnnAaMiWn  EditOrUll 

UMC’s  general  funding  system  needs  updating 


We  believe  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  present  system  of  funding 
general  church  programs  has  become  an 
outdated  anomaly  which  should  be 
altered  and  updated  by  1980  General 
Conference. 

•  During  the  past  decade  our  church  has 
supported  a  wide  range  of  efforts  to 
provide  individuals  and  groups  the 
freedom  to  determine  their  own 
destinies.  Our  church  has  repeatedly 
affirmed  the  rights  of  individuals  and 
groups  to  dissent  from,  or  engage  in 
boycotts  against,  activities  which  are 
believed  to  violate  Christian  principles. 
And  yet  our  church  has  denied  these 
same  principles  for  its  own  members  in 
relation  to  the  funding  of  general  church 
programs.  There  is  no  way  for  an 
individual  or  local  church  to  withhold 
support  from  a  single  program  which 
they  believe  violates  Christian  principles 
without  also  withholding  support  from  a 
wide  variety  of  other  programs  which 
they  wish  to  support. 

The  church’s  inconsistency  in 
supporting  "liberation’’  for  others  while 
denying  "liberation”  for  its  own 
members  has  created  a  credibility  gap  in 
our  connectional  system.  This  gap  has 
resulted  all  too  often  in  persons  either 
giving  grudgingly  to  the  general 
ministries  of  the  church  or  withholding 
their  support  altogether. 

We  believe  the  time  has  come  to  alter 
our  church’s  general  apportionment 
system  so  as  to  give  the  church’s 
members  at  least  a  limited  voice  in 
determining  how  their  contributions  will 
be  Used. 

Specifically,  we  believe  the  1980 
General  Conference  should  : 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


(1)  Provide  that  the  World  Service 
apportionment,  and  any  other 
apportionment  which  is  divided  among 
two  or  more  general  church  agencies,  be 
broken  down  by  the  percentages 
allocated  to  each  agency ; 

(2)  Urge  local  churches  to  support 
World  Service  and  all  other 
apportionments  in  their  entirety,  but 
provide  that  a  local  church  may  —  on 
grounds  of  Christian  conscience  — 
withhold  support  from  any  particular 
part  of  the  whole  while  paying  the  full 
percentage  for  other  parts ; 

(3)  Require  that  any  funds  which 
might  be  withheld  from  one  general 
benevolence  be  designated  and  paid  to 
some  other  general  benevolence;  and 

(4)  Provide  that  all  funds  must  be  used 
for  the  purpose  originally  intended  or 
subsequently  designated,  and  that  a 
surplus  of  funds  in  one  division, 
department  or  agency  may  not  be 
transferred  to  any  other  department, 
division  or  agency. 

When  proposals  such  as  this  have  been 
offered  in  the  past,  they  have  been 
greeted  with  expressions  of  horror  by 
many  of  the  church’s  leaders.  A  frequent 
comment  has  been  that  “designated 
giving”  would  eventually  destroy  the 
UMC’s  entire  connectional  system. 

We  believe  the  time  has  come  to 
recognize  and  deal  with  the  fact  that  our 
connectional  system  is  already  being 
seriously  undermined  by  insisting  that 
the  church's  members  give  on  a  “to  all  or 
to  nothing  basis.” 

Our  proposal  for  modifying  the  present 
system  is  predicated  on  a  basic  trust  in 
the  Christian  integrity  and  commitment 


of  the  church's  members.  It  would 
provide  them  with  a  means  of 
participating  actively,  rather  than 
passively,  in  determining  our  church’s 
basic  priorities  and  commitments,  and 
thereby  establish  a  more  balanced 
accountability  system  for  the  church’s 
various  undertakings  than  presently 
exists. 

Contrary  to  the  fears  expressed  by 
some  persons,  we  do  not  believe  the 
UMC’s  9.7  million  members  would  allow 
any  program  or  ministry  they  considered 
important-including  sometimes  contro¬ 
versial  social  advocacy  emphases-to  die 
on  the  vine.  We  do  not  believe  most 
church  members  would  object  to  others 
contributing  to  causes  they  find  personal¬ 
ly  objectionable  so  long  as  they  have  a 
means  of  not  supporting  these  causes 
themselves.  Should  a  given  program  or 
emphasis  meet  with  such  widespread  re¬ 
sistance  across  the  church  that  it  could 
not  be  continued,  then  so  be  it. 

Far  from  "undermining”  the  UMC’s 
connectional  system,  we  believe  our 
proposal  to  allow  for  "designated 
giving”  would  strengthen  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  would  greatly 
enhance  morale  among  the  church’s 
members  by  giving  them  a  greater 
feeling  of  ownership  and  participation  in 
the  church’s  general  program.  It  would 
motivate  the  church’s  general  agencies 
to  promote  and  interpret  their  activities 
more  effectively  among  the  church’s 
membership.  In  the  final  analysis,  we 
believe  it  would  result  in  the  church’s 
members  giving  more  money  to  the 
UMC’s  general  benevolence  programs 
while  feeling  much  better  about  how 
their  contributions  are  spent. 


Here  I  Stand 

Let’s  put  alcohol  in  its  place 


By  J.  WESLEY  FARR 
How  long  it  has  been  since  the  United 
Methodist  Church  spoke  with  one  mind 
on  the  alcohol  problem!  Sharp 
differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  proper 
solutions  seem  ever  more  diverse.  With 
increasing  uncertainty  concerning  the 
intrusion  of  alcohol  in  our  culture,  the 
inclusion  of  alcohol  at  all  kinds  of  affairs 
increases.  Home  consumption  has 
become  the  most  successful  new  market 
for  beer  and  wine  sales  promotions.  Ten 
years  ago  there  was  comparatively 
small  emphasis  and  use  of  alcohol  in 
family  contexts.  It  has  come  so 
gradually,  that  many  are  hardly  aware 
of  it,  but  home  bars  and  party  patterns 
have  radically  changed  the 
entertainment  habits  of  America.  And 
while  we  are  trying  to  make  up  our  minds 
about  appropriate  responses,  alcohol 
appears  to  be  more  and  more  accepted 
and  acceptable,  as  well  as  accessible. 

Meanwhile,  accidents  on  the  highways 
claim  more  lives  and  maim  more 
innocent  victims;  crime  with  alcohol- 
dulled  senses  increases;  families  break 
up  because  loved  ones  become  unlovable 
during  drinking  episodes;  jobs  are  lost; 
health  is  threatened;  self-respect  is 
eroded;  and  the  ability  to  function  in 
society  leaves  more  and  more  persons 
mentally,  emotionally  and  physically 
depleted. 

It  does  little  good  to  catalogue  the 
reasons  for  these  conditions,  or  to  try  to 
explain  how  it  has  all  come  about.  Suffice 
it  to  point  out  that  sophisticated 
advertising  agencies  have  been  paid 
multiplied  millions  of  dollars  to  change 
the  cultural  climate  from  one  of  hostility 


toward  alcohol  to  one  of  acceptance  and 
desirability. 

As  the  use  of  alcohol  increases 
steadily,  and  the  after-effects  become 
more  aggravating  and  obvious,  a  sense 
of  helplessness  spreads  among  those  who 
are  concerned  over  the  mounting 
evidence  of  a  deteriorating  society. 
Health  is  affected,  schools  are  in  turmoil, 
families  are  broken,  crime  is  increasing, 
streets  are  unsafe;  the  list  could  go  on 
and  on.  But  while  all  of  these  negative 
evidences  are  all  too  troublesome,  there 
is  something  that  can  be  done.  Instead  of 
concentrating  on  the  discouraging 
aspects  which  have  left  the  concerned 
community  immobilized,  it  is  time  to 
turn  toward  the  positive  steps  which  are 
open  to  us.  Much  of  our  present 
frustration  results  from  the  lack  of  action 
on  fronts  where  there  already  exists 
almost  complete  agreement. 

In  an  unprecedented  attempt  to  unify 
many  divergent  groups  into  one  national 
program,  the  American  Council  On 
Alcohol  Problems  has  announced  the 
first  annual  "ALCOHOL  AWARENESS 
WEEK”  to  coincide  with  “NATIONAL 
FAMILY  WEEK,”  May  6-13,  1979.  This 
special  week  is  to  direct  attention  on  the 
fact  that  it  is  in  the  home  that  many  of 
the  problems  relating  to  alcohol  both 
start,  and  finish.  Alcohol  addiction  is 
showing  up  in  children  and  youth,  and 
there  is  an  alarming  increase  in  alcohol 
dependency  among  women.  Now  it  is 
noted  that  there  has  been  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  presence 
of  alcohol  in  the  home.  It  is  in  the  home 
that  life  styles  are  largely  set.  It  is  also 
increasingly  apparent  that  the  beer  and 


Church  needs  to  narrow  scope  of  its  priorities 


To  the  Editor: 

This  morning  I  attended  our  annual 
District  Pastor’s  meeting.  However,  it 
turned  out  to  be  not  a  pastor  's  meeting  as 
much  as  a  session  in  which  everyone 
pushed  their  own  favorite  projects. 

The  bishop  began  by  exhorting  us  for 
about  one  half-hour  to  go  back  to  our 
churches  and  support  the  three 
quadrennial  Missional  Priorities,  i.e., 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church,  World 
Hunger  and  Evangelism.  The  district 
and  conference  officials  were  there  and 
urged  us  to  go  back  to  our  churches  and 
"support”  (translation:  "Raise  money 
for”)  all  the  conference  missions, 
projects  and  Advance  Specials.  A  woman 
was  there  from  some  abortion  rights 
coalition  and  urged  our  support  for  her 
group.  Some  home  missionaries  who 
work  within  our  conference  were  there 
and  urged  our  support  for  their  work. 

All  in  all,  we  spent  three  hours 
listening  to  person  after  person  telling  us 
to  support  whatever  it  was  they  wanted 
us  to  support.  There  were  a  total  of  15 
different  emphases  we  were  supposed  to 
take  back  to  our  churches  and  ask  our 
laypeople  to  support. 

I  learned  something  from  that 
marathon  "support  my  project”  session. 

I  learned  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  UMC 
is  losing  members  every  year.  I  learned 
why  fewer  and  fewer  people  are  being 
received  into  our  churches  on  profession 
of  faith.  (Even  the  bishop  stated  in 
frustration  that  the  ongoing  membership 
loss  situation  has  to  bottom  out 
sometime! ) 

I  learned  that  our  churches  are  trying 
to  support  too  many  projects.  We  are  a 
fragmented,  divided,  splintered  church. 
We  are  expending  our  energies  in  so 
many  different  directions,  that  winning 
people  to  faith  in  Christ  is  either  shoved 
so  far  down  the  priority  list  that  little  if 
anything  is  being  done  about  it,  or  it 
becomes  just  another  project  to  be 
pushed  along  with  all  the  other 
worthwhile  projects. 


I  have  been  in  similar  meetings  as  a 
guest  of  Nazarene  pastors,  Southern 
Baptists,  Wesleyan  church  pastors  and  a 
few  others  of  the  smaller,  growing 
denominations.  Without  exception,  they 
set  evangelism,  church  growth  and 
missionary  support  as  their  priority 
items,  and  they  not  only  were  priority 
items,  they  were  the  only  items 
considered!  There  is  a  lesson  there  for 
United  Methodists. 

We  cannot  push  and  support  15 
different  projects,  agencies,  subjects  as 
we  were  urged  to  do  today  at  our  meeting 
here  in  Albuquerque,  and  provide  other 
than  mediocre  support  for  any  one  of 
them.  Somehow,  we  have  got  to  say, 
"Okay,  we  can’t  support  everything  and 
everybody.  We  will  select  these  three  or 
four  and  give  our  all  to  them,  and  if 
everybody  doesn't  get  a  slice  of  the 
United  Methodist  pie,  that’s  unfor¬ 
tunate.”  If  we  make  evangelism,  mis¬ 
sionary  support  and  church  growth  our 
priorities,  we  will  turn  around  the 
membership  loss  of  our  denomination. 
Methodism  will  again  become  a  mighty 
force  for  God  and  for  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

Lest  anyone  think  I  write  from  a  "sour 
grapes”  perspective,  our  own  church  has 
taken  in  51  new  members  so  far  this  year. 
This  means  a  membership  increase  of  24 
per  cent,  worship  attendance  increase  of 
20  per  cent,  and  Sunday  School 
attendance  increase  of  20  per  cent.  We 
paid  all  our  apportionments  in  full,  and 
took  on  a  couple  of  Advance  Special 
projects.  However,  we  made 
evangelism,  outreach,  church  growth 
and  mission  support  our  priorities. 

Ronald  E.  Brown 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 
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Negro  incited  riots  to  pjDtain  equal  rightt 
with  whites  and  their  leaders  were 
honored  for  it. 

How  could  a  nation,  supposedly  a 
Christian  one,  so  utterly  ignore  a  race  of 
people  who  so  generously  contributed  to 
America’s  greatness  and  so  willingly  do 
for  other  nationalities  here  and  abroad. 

Inadequate  justice  has  been  the  red 
man’s  portion. 

Pochahontas  Hagy 
Abingdon,  Virginia 

Board  staffs  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  to  commend  the  staff  members 
of  our  general  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  In  my  27  years 
as  a  minister  I  have  found  at  least  98  per 


cent  of  our  general  staffs  have  been 
persons  of  outstanding  qualifications. 

They  love  the  Lord  and  the  church  and 
they  care  deeply  about  people.  Often  they 
do  their  work  at  considerable  personal 
and  financial  sacrifice.  They  are  persons 
of  spiritual  depth,  biblical  understanding 
and  great  dedication. 

As  we  begin  a  new  year,  I  wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  for  the  folks 
who  labor  for  our  Lord  at  the  general 
church  level. 

"Whatsoever  things  are  true  .  .  . 
honest .  .  .  just .  .  .  pure  .  .  .  lovely  ...  of 
good  report;  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if 
there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these 
things.”  Philippians4:8. 

James  Lloyd  Knox 
DeLand,  Florida 


Message  clear 
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To  the  Editor: 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He 
gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 

This  is  the  message  proclaimed  by 
Rev.  Jack  Hyles  (see  TM/UMR, 
December  8,  “Baptist  charges  liberal 
bigotry.”) 

Pearl  Colton 

Dekalb  Junction,  New  York 

J ugtice  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Before  the  coming  of  the  white  man, 
Indians  controlled  without  challenge  the 
rich  resources  of  this  vast  continent.  If 
we  had  heeded  the  ways  of  the  Indian,  we 
would  not  have  the  endangered  wildlife 
situation  and  other  problems.  Indian 
tribes  are  seeking  aid  from  the  U.S.  in 
establishing  reservations. 

The  Indian  is  proud  of  his  race  and  age- 
old  customs.  They  were  hostile  to  whites 
because  they  preferred  their  way  of 
living  and  were  called  savages.  The 


My  Witness 

Hunting  for  ‘sport’  is 
another  name  for  killing 


Composer§  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  love  to  sing.  I  love  beautiful  poetry  set 
to  lovely,  singable  music.  Some  of  our 
best  poetry  is  "married”  to  some  of  the 
most  unsingable  tunes  ever  designed. 
They  are  like  a  man  who  sold  a  horse. 
Then  he  told  the  new  owner,  "There’s 
only  two  things  wrong  with  that  horse. 
First,  he’s  the  hardest  horse  in  the  world 
to  catch,  and  the  second  thing  is  that 
when  you  do  catch  him,  you  ain’t  got 
much.” 

Composers  of  the  church  arise.  Please 
compose  us  some  new  tunes  fit  to  sing  the 
praise  of  our  God  and  easy  enough  for  the 
average  singer  to  learn  and  love.  Stay 
away  from  vocal  acrobatics  and 
complicated  arrangements. 

Poets  arise  and  join  me  in  writing  new 
hymns  of  praise,  faith,  love  and  joy  in 
words  any  child  can  understand.  Let  us 
all  "give  of  our  best  to  the  Master.  ” 

Alvis  M.  Coleman 
Rosenberg,  Texas 
Thoughts  provoked 
To  the  Editor: 

J.  Lester  McGee  has  provided  your 
readers  with  some  exceptionally 
thought-provoking  questions  in  his 
article,  "What  if  Jesus  had  waited  until 
now  to  come?”  (TM/UMR,  December 
29). 

One  more  pertinent  question  might 
have  been  added:  What  if  his  mother, 
now  a  very  modem  woman,  had  decided 
when  the  child  within  her  was  three 
months  along,  or  even  six  months,  that 
after  all  she  didn’t  want  him,  and  had 
aborted  him  by  whatever  means  were 
known  to  her.  One  million  American 
women  did  just  that  last  year,  without 
any  knowledge  of  what  potential,  human 
or  divine,  they  were  destroying. 

Clarence  F.  Avey 
Westfield,  Massachusetts 


wine  advertisers  are  launching  major 
campaigns  to  open  up  and  enlarge  the 
home  market.  Such  slogans  as  "Take  It 
On  Home,”  “Welcome  Home,” 

"Weekends  are  made  for _ ”  are  all 

slanted  toward  setting  the  patterns  of 
entertaining  in  the  home.  Somewhere 
there  should  emerge  a  new  concern  over 
the  almost  unrestricted  advertising  in 
the  home.  It  is  a  strange  thing  that  our 
culture  has  not  challenged  the  right  of 
advertisers  to  promote  the  sale  of 
products  in  homes,  the  use  of  which  by 
minors  constitutes  a  misdemeanor.  It  is 
becoming  more  and  more  accepted  that 
alcohol  is  a  drug,  and  that  it  causes 
dependencies  and  addictions.  Why 
should  it  still  be  advertised  in  front  of 
impressionable  children?  National 
Family  Week  will  give  us  a  chance  to 
develop  dialogue  over  the  implications  of 
such  advertising  on  the  home-front. 

Regardless  of  one's  attitude  toward  the 
use  of  alcohol  there  is  a  vast  resentment 
toward  drinking  and  driving.  It  is 
possible  to  say  that  there  is  an  almost 
universal  consensus  that  it  is  totally 
unacceptable  behaviour.  Alcohol 
Awareness  Week  will  give  us  a  chance  to 
enunciate  on  a  national  platform  that  we 
feel  something  like  Peter  Finch  in 
“Network,”  "And  we’re  not  going  to  take 
it  anymore!”  Lawmakers  and  judges 
need  to  know  how  united  the  sentiment  is. 

While  members  of  the  Christian 
community  are  divided  regarding  total 
abstinence,  moderation,  etc.,  of  much 
greater  importance  are  the  areas  of 
agreement  upon  which  massive 
campaigns  might  be  mounted  to  change 
the  cultural  patterns  of  America  for  the 
better.  There  is  no  need  for  all  of  us  to 
agree  upon  all  points  before  we  start 
working  positively  for  the  things  upon 
which  we  have  massive  consensus.  So  let 
us  agree  that  during  National  Family 
Week  1979  we  will  state  without 
equivocation:  (1)  drinking  and  driving  is 
intolerable;  and  (2)  the  invasion  of  the 
sanctity  of  the  home  by  the  alcohol 
pushers  must  stop.  Beyond  that  we  can 
enter  into  dialogue  on  all  kinds  of 
peripheral  or  pet  theories  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  in  the  American  home.  But 
let’s  say  that  for  us  and  our  households 
drinking  and  driving  must  stop  and  the 
home  must  be  protected  from  the 
bombardment  of  the  liquor  industry 
promoting  its  particular  brands  of  drug 
dependency. 

Alcohol  Awareness  Week  contemplates 
one  central  announcement  of  stance 
from  the  American  Council  On  Alcohol 
Problems,  but  it  is  expected  that  state 
and  county  and  even  city 
pronouncements  will  be  made  with  local 
emphases  included  to  serve  the  greatest 
local  good.  The  experience  of  California 
last  Family  Week  encourages  all  of.  us 
that  there  are  numbers  of  agencies  — 
both  private  and  public  —  which  are  as 
concerned  as  we  are  *  over  the 
proliferation  of  problems  involving 
alcohol.  Enlisting  police,  Parent- 
Teacher  Associations,  safety  councils, 
YMCA  and  YWCA  groups,  councils  of 
churches,  The  Salvation  Army, 
Volunteers  of  America,  councils  on 
alcoholism,  educators,  and  even 
Chambers  of  Commerce  will  join  forces 
to  make  an  impact  which  will  be 
impressive  to  legislators  and  courts.  Just 
now  there  is  a  rising  apprehension  over 
many  aspects  of  alcohol  abuse.  We  all 
can  help  to  give  leadership  to  a  more 
rational  approach  about  the  impact  of 
alcohol  in  our  culture.  Let’s  make 
progress  in  putting  alcohol  in  its  place  — 
insisting  that  our  highways  and  homes 
are  not  that  place. 

This  week's  contributor,  Dr.  J.  Wesley 
Farr,  is  a  representative  for  the 
California  Council  on  Alcohol  Problems. 
He  is  a  retired  member  of  the  UMC's 
California-Nevada  Annual  Conference. 


TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  ; 
new  local  church  edition  at  First  UMC, 
Sweetwater,  Texas  (Northwest  Texas 
Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  about  400  subscriber- 
families  at  First  UMC  will  receive  a 
special  edition  with  their  own  local 
church  news  printed  on  the  front  page, 
annual  conference  news  printed  on  the 
back  page,  and  general  church  news  and 
comment  printed  on  four  inside  pages 
To  these  new  readers  in  Sweetwater  we 
say:  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  newspaper  informative 
and  that  you  will  join  with  our  other 
readers  across  the  nation  in  providing 
feedback  via  "Letters  to  the  Editor 
And  to  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again:  "Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  Reporter).” 


By  PHIL  McLARTY 

“  Thou  shalt  not  kill.”  —  Deuteronomy 
5:17 

A  second  grader  in  an  elementary 
school  in  Arkansas  once  was  asked  to 
name  the  four  seasons  of  the  year. 
Without  batting  an  eye  he  responded, 
"Duck  season,  deer  season,  squirrel 
season,  and  quail  season.” 

With  the  advent  of  deer  season  just 
around  the  corner,  I  have  begun 
experiencing  numerous  flashbacks  in  my 
memory  —  visual  images  of  men  and 
boys  returning  home  from  the  hunt  with 
what  was  once  a  beautiful  buck  now 
strapped  dead  across  the  warm  hood  of 
the  car. 

And  I  recall  having  been  offered  a 
dozen  times  or  more  fresh  venison  by 
those  who  killed  the  deer  "for  the  meat” 
but  had  little  taste  for  it  themselves. 

And  I  think  of  the  countless  stuffed 
heads  and  mounted  racks  of  antlers 
hanging  on  the  walls  of  dens  and 
garages,  placed  there,  I  suppose,  as  a 
reminder  that  humankind  has  been  given 
dominion  over  the  animals. 

Anyway,  it  all  led  me  to  remember  a 
short  quote  by  Albert  Schweitzer  written 
some  years  ago  at  the  age  of  seven  or 
eight: 

"A  deep  impression  was  made  on  me 
by  something  which  happened  during  my 
seventh  or  eighth  year  A  friend  and  I 
had  with  strips  of  india-rubber  made 
ourselves  slingshots  with  which  we  could 
shoot  small  stones.  It  was  spring  and  the 
end  of  Lent,  when  one  morning  my  friend 
said  to  me,  ‘Come  along,  let’s  go  on  to  the 
Rebberg  and  shoot  some  birds.’  This  was 
to  me  a  terrible  proposal,  but  I  did  not 
venture  to  refuse  for  fear  he  should  laugh 
at  me.  We  got  close  to  a  tree  which  was 
still  without  any  leaves,  and  on  which  the 
birds  were  singing  beautifully  to  greet 
the  morning,  without  showing  the  least 
fear  of  us.  Then  stooping  like  a  Red 
Indian  hunter,  my  companion  put  a 
bullet  in  the  leather  of  his  slingshot  and 
took  aim.  In  obedience  to  his  nod  of 


command,  I  did  the  same,  though  with 
terrible  twinges  of  conscience  (vowing  to 
myself  that  I  would  shoot  as  soon  as  he 
did).  At  that  very  moment  the  church 
bells  began  to  ring,  mingling  their  music 
with  the  songs  of  the  birds  and  the 
sunshine.  It  was  the  Wamingbell,  which 
began  half  an  hour  before  the  regular 
peal-ringing,  and  for  me  it  was  a  voice 
from  heaven.  I  shooed  the  birds  away,  so 
that  they  flew  where  they  were  safe  from 
my  companion’s  slingshot,  and  then  I 
fled  home.  And  ever  since  then,  when  the 
Passiontide  bells  ring  out  to  the  leafless 
trees  and  the  sunshine,  I  reflect  with  a 
rush  of  grateful  emotion  how  on  that  day 
their  music  drove  deep  into  my  heart  the 
commandment:  ‘Thou  shalt  not  kill.’ 

"From  that  day  onward  I  took  courage 
to  emancipate  myself  from  the  fear  of 
men,  and  whenever  my  inner  convictions 
were  at  stake  I  let  other  people’s  opinions 
weigh  less  with  me  than  they  had  done 
previously.  I  tried  also  to  unlearn  my 
former  dread  of  being  laughed  at  by  my 
school  fellows.  This  early  influence  upon 
me  of  the  commandment  not  to  kill  or  to 
torture  other  creatures  is  the  great 
experience  of  my  childhood  and  youth. 
By  the  side  of  that  all  others  are 
insignificant.”  (Albert  Schweitzer) 

Before  I  am  regarded  as  an  "anti- 
hunter,”  though,  let  me  vindicate 
myself.  T  am  not  opposed  to  hunting  .  .  . 
only  killing. 

I  would  encourage  anyone  to  take  time 
to  venture  into  the  woods  and  participate 
in  the  natural  habitat  of  the  animal 
kingdom.  But  if  one  must  shoot  an 
animal  to  be  fulfilled,  let  him  shoot  it 
with  a  camera  and  bring  home  a  living 
trophy. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Phil 
McLarty.  is  pastor  of  Grace  UMC  in 
Sherman.  Texas  (North  Texas  Annual 
Conference.) 


WHO  CARES  ? 

YOU  CARE! 


Help  prevent  the  quiet  disasters. 
Give  on  February  11, 1979. 


The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
powerful  response  to  the  suffering  and 
hurt  created  by  our  complex  society. 
You  demonstrate  that  you  care  when 
you  give  on  Human  Relations  Day.  Your 
gifts  prove  you  care  through: 

In-Service  Training  program  for 
Ethnic  Minorities— for  both  clergy 
and  laity 

Community  Developers  who  help 
relate  local  churches  and  com¬ 
munity  needs 

Voluntary  Service  personnel  who 
work  with  community  groups  on 
behalf  of  the  church 

Police-Community  Relations,  help¬ 
ing  build  better  understanding 
and  reducing  tensions  in  con¬ 
flict  situations 
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Mday 


Order  Human  Relations  Day 
materials  today  from: 
United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  St. 
Evanston,  IL  80201 
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DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Liz  Lopez-Spence,  pastor  of  Mountainside  United  Methodist 
Church,  Cedar  Crest.  N.M..  preaches  on  “The  Exodus”  aspects  of  the  clergy-womens’ 
journey  in  the  church  during  the  recent  Consultation  of  UMC  Clergy  women  here. 

She  is  wearing  a  bright  red  “celebration  poncho”  designed  especially  for  the 
service  by  Grady  and  Rowena  Hardin,  Dallas.  Dr.  Hardin  is  a  professor  of 
preaching.  *  bob  tenney  photo 


Keynote  speakers 
call  for  strategies 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Four  ‘‘keynoters’’ 
addressing  more  than  650  clergy -women 
here  last  week  urged  strategies  to 
provide  “staying  power”  for  the  women 
in  their  uphill  battle  to  gain  equal  status 
and  equal  opportunity  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Discovering  the  power  of  their 
collective  “sisterhood”  and  publicly 
displaying  support  for  each  other  was  the 
essential  message  delivered  by  three  of 
the  lecturers,  speaking  from  a  Christian 
feminist  and  liberation  theology 
perspective. 

Urging  a  strategy  of  cooperative 
solidarity  to  remove  sexism  from  the 
institutional  church  instead  of  a 
competitive  scramble  for  the  top  were 
Dr.  Beverly  Wildung  Harrison,  a 
Presbyterian  theologian  and  professor  of 
Christian  ethics  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary;  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey 
Powers,  an  executive  and  ecumenist  in 
the  UMC’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries; 
and  Annette  Hutchins-Felder,  a  staff 
member  of  the  Women's  Division,  New 
York. 

Another  perspective  came  from  the 
Rev.  Doris  Moreland  Jones,  Nashville, 
who  urged  that  the  clergywomen  also 
tend  to  their  individual  sense  of  self 
worth  and  calling,  their  fears  of  isolation 
and  loneliness,  and  their  prayer  life.  Dr. 
Jones  is  an  executive  for  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Vision  needed 

Dr.  Harrison  said  that  in  doing  battle 
against  sexism  and  misogyny  ( the  hatred 
of  women),  clergywomen  need  bqth  an 
“empowering  vision  of  possibility 
through  God”  and  a  way  of  analysing  the 
evils  of  sexism  as  it  is  structured  into 
society  —  and  analysis  that  must  include 
racism  and  classism  and  other  forms  of 
structural  oppression. 

The  great  American  “myth,”  the 
theologian  said,  is  that  the  worst  human 
inequities  in  the  U.S.  are  a  thing  of  the 
past  and  that  racism  and  sexism  are 
“just  minor  problems.”  Also,  “our 
society's  ideology  invites  us  to  ignore 
class  as  a  problem.” 

However,  a  careful  analysis  of  the 
major  indicators,  such  as  the  division  of 
total  wealth  in  this  society,  indicates 
‘‘America  is  as  unequal  a  society  as  is 
India.  It  is  an  economic  order  predicated 
on  privilege,”  she  continued. 

“Equality  of  opportunity  never 
extended,  or  was  ever  intended  to  extend 
to  non-whites  or  to  women  or  to  those 
whose  cultures  resist  assimilation." 

Because  women  are  vulnerable 
economically,  Dr.  Harrision  warned 

At  the  other  end 
of  the  line  .  . . 


Your  personal  direct  line  of 
communication  with  the  heart  of  The 
United  Methodist  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee. 

ANSWERING  YOUR 
QUESTIONS  .  LISTENING  TO 
YOUR  SUGGESTIONS 

Dial  1-800-251-8591  toll  free  from  8 
a.m.  to  4  p.m  (CST)  Monday-Friday 
^Tennessee  residents  call 
615-749-6482  collect 


about  the  divide-and-conquer  tactics 
which  occur  when  middle  white  women 
are  invited  to  enter  the  professional 
ministry  to  the  extent  they  are  willing  to 
become  "one  of  the  boys”  and  minorities 
to  the  extent  of  their  willingness  to  adopt 
the  dominant  culture. 

“Above  all,”  she  said,  "we  need  to 
recognize  how  deeply  we  need  each  other 
if  we  are  to  remain  faithful  to  God’s  call 
in  our  time.” 

Competition  harmful 

“Sisterhood  cannot  be  an 
individualistic  or  competitive  game,” 
said  Ms.  Powers  in  her  address  on  power. 
She  called  for  clergywomen  to  reject  the 
traditional  concepts  of  power  and  root 
out  dominant/subordinate  relationships 
in  favor  of  a  “creative  equality”  or 
partnership  which  boosts  others’  ability 
to  act. 

Jesus  said  “I  do  not  call  vou  servants; 

I  call  you  friends!"  Ms/Powers  said 
Jesus  was  pointing  to  a  new  kind  of 
relationship  marked  by  creative 
equality,  not  by  dominant  and 
subordinate  persons  or  by  master  and 
servant  roles. 

She  said  that  simply  ordaining 
increasing  numbers  of  women  doesn't 
change  the  way  the  patriarchial, 
competitive,  win/lose  pyramidical 
institution  of  the  church  operates. 
Women  must  realize  they  can  only 
transform  the  system  if  they  collectively 
support  and  trust  one  another,  cooperate 
and  work  together. 

"The  system  has  to  be  transformed 
into  a  system  based  on  inclusiveness,” 
added  Ms.  Felder.  She  said  the  male 
dominated  and  male-oriented  social 
institution  of  the  church  is  not  inclusive 
of  women,  blacks  or  children.  The 
laywoman  called  for  clergywomen  to 
make  other  women  and  children  a 
specific  concern  in  their  call  to  ministry 
because  most  male  calls  to  ministry  do 
not  appear  to  hold  these  specific 
concerns. 

She  called  for  a  "linking  pin 
relationship”  —  rather  than  a  coalition  — 
between  black  and  white  women.  Ms. 
Felder  said  a  coalition  is  too  temporary 
to  produce  the  long  term  effort  and 
supportive  relationships  needed  to  win 
the  battles  against  racism  and  sexism. 

‘Pastoral  care’ 

The  fourth  address,  billed  as  “pastoral 
care"  by  Dr.  Jones,  was  a  counterpoint 
to  the  other  three  in  urging  that 
clergywomen  avoid  the  temptation  to  use 
power  irresponsibly  and  to  develop  their 
own  brand  of  tunnel  vision. 

She  said  “institutional  paranoia"  — 
the  tendency  to  blame  someone  else  —  or 
something  else  such  as  the  institutional 
church  —  for  holding  me  back,"  seems  to 
be  sweeping  the  church. 

Dr.  Jones  said  the  rush  to  shout 
discrimination  when  asked  to  meet  the 
requirements  demanded  of  every 
minister  would  better  be  prefaced  by  a 
soul  search  to  determine  “if  you  have 
done  everything  to  meet  the 
requirements.”  She  said  “slothful, 
slovenly  behavior  on  our  part  shouldn't  be 
blamed  on  the  system.  She  called  such 
paranoia  a  "cop-out”  that  only  breeds 
mistrust. 

The  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry 
executive  called  for  the  women  to 
express  their  uniqueness  in  ministry,  to 
be  proud  of  being  clergywomen  and 
sustain  their  ministries  with  self 
knowledge,  a  continually  renewed  sense 
of  calling,  a  sense  of  humor  and  daily 
discipline  of  prayer  and  meditation. 


Clergywomen  focus  on  struggle 


Second  consultation  of  women  ministers  survives  ice  storm 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Braving  the  worst  North 
Texas  ice  storm  in  30  years,  more  than 
650  United  Methodist  clergywomen  met 
here  last  week,  concerning  themselves 
with  four  different  "fronts"  in  their 
struggle  as  women  ministers  —  “a  new 
thing  in  the  church.” 

The  four  action  areas  that  emerged  in 
sermons,  lectures,  workshops  and 
finally,  some  in  resolution  form  as 
petitions  to  the  1980  General  Confernce 


•  Support  for  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  to  Study  the  Itineracy  in 
relation  to  provisions  for  less  than  full¬ 
time  ministry  at  the  initiative  of  the 
person  involved; 

•  A  change  in  definition  of  a  pastoral 
charge  as  “one  to  which  one  or  more 
ministers  may  be  appointed.” 

The  election  of  a  woman  to  episcopal 
office  was  not  a  highly  visible  concern  at 
Dallas,  but  in  the  closing  plenary  a 
resolution  was  adopted  calling  for  the 
support  of  qualified  women  candidates 


for  bishop  in  1980. 

Jurisdictional  meetings  also  started 
strategizing  to  elect  delegates  to  general 
and  jurisdictional  conference  and  to 
identify  “viable  women  candidates”  for 
episcopal  office  as  well  as  other  church 
leadership  positions. 

Other  resolutions 

Other  resolutions  adopted  here  called 
for: 

•  Changes  in  the  “Social  Principles”  in 
the  paragraphs  on  human  sexuality  and 
deletion  of  the  statement  that  “We  do  not 


condone  homosexuality  and  find  it 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching" ; 

•  Continued  support  for  the  one-third 
layman,  one-third  laywoman.  one-third 
clergy  membership  ratio  on  boards  and 
agencies;  •  Continued  support  for  ERA 
with  the  additional  request  that  annual 
conferences  not  use  their  funds  to  send 
clergy  or  laypersons  to  convocations  or 
events  in  unratified  states  (with  the 
exception  of  seminary  students  in  a 
formal  course  of  training). 


dealt  with  how  to: 

•  Win  increased  awareness  and  support 
from  the  church’s  hierarchy  —  bishops 
and  district  superintendents  —  and  also 
from  their  male  peers  who  reportedly 
are  giving  clergywomen  the  most 
trouble; 

•  Prepare  local  churches  —  and 
laywomen  especially  —  to  receive 
women  and  ethnic  ministers; 

•  Change  the  UM  itinerant  system  to 
increase  its  flexibility  and  include  part- 
time  options; 

•  Develop  their  own  identity  as 
clergywomen  and  not  become  merely 
feminine  copies  of  clergymen. 

While  the  52  workshops  were  the 
“backbone”  of  the  consultation  which  was 
billed  as  “continuing  education,”  the 
“highlight"  was  the  worship  services 
prepared  and  carried  out  by 
clergywomen  from  several  conferences 
and  "topnotch”  preaching  by  ethnic 


DALLAS  —  Back  in  the  classroom  for  one  of  some  50 
continuing  education  workshops,  clergywomen  here  listen 
intently  to  Dr.  Phyllis  Bird,  right,  as  she  presents  a  session 

Being  parent  and  pastor 


on  “The  Nature  and  Names  of  God."  Dr.  Bird  is  associate 
professor  of  Old  Testament  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
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miniority  and  white  ordained  women. 

Size  doubled 

The  registration  —  more  than  twice  the 
size  of  the  first  consultation  in  1975  — 
reflected  the  burgeoning  numbers  of 
clergywomen  in  the  UMC.  Statistics 
report  there  are  now  855  under 
appointment  in  a  total  clergy  force  of 
some  25,000.  A  further  breakdown 
indicates  316  are  fully  ordained  elders, 
212  are  local  pastors,  44  associate 
pastors,  190  probationary  members,  17 
supply  preachers  and  76  on  special 
appointment. 

Joining  the  clergywomen  were  a 
handful  of  invited  U.M.  bishops,  district 
superintendents,  conference  board  of 
ministry  representatives  and  seminary 
deans  for  the  Jan.  2-5  event. 

Another  group  of  invited  guests  were 
the  half-dozen  clergywomen  from  the 
overseas  Central  Conferences  of  the 
UMC  —  India,  the  Philippines,  Rhodesia, 
West  Germany  and  Norway. 

Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley  of  the  Denver 
Area  said  "a  great  service  of  this  consult 
is  that  persons  in  traditional  dominant 
roles  in  the  itineracy  can  hear  what  the 
system  is  like  from  another  viewpoint.” 
He  said  clergywomen  have  not  raised 
conflicts  in  the  system  but  "revealed 
conflicts  already  there  in  the  style  of 
things.”  He  was  one  of  eight  active 
bishops  and  two  retired  bishops  to  attend 
the  consultation  either  full  or  part-time. 

The  Rev.  Marjorie  Matthews, 
superintendent  of  the  Grand  Traverse 
District  in  West  Michigan,  said  the 
"givens”  of  the  system  are  that  the 
itineracy  is  the  accepted  method  of 
appointing  ministers  to  local  churches, 
that  all  ministers  shall  accept  and  abide 
by  these  appointments  and  that  every 
full  member  of  an  annual  conference  is  to 
have  a  full-time  appointment  at  no  less 
than  minimum  salary. 

She  said  bishops  and  cabinets  run  into 
problems  when  the  clergy  person  —  male 
or  female  —  has  a  spouse  —  a  job  which 
normally  doesn’t  move  with  clergy 
couples.  A  new  problem  is  “appointments 
on  the  fringes”  —  a  situation  where 
cabinets  allegedly  pass  clergywomen 
around  in  a  circuit  of  churches,  none  of 
which  offers  much  upward  mobility. 

Process  varies 

The  wide  variety  of  styles  set  by 
bishops  in  how  the  relatively  new 
"consultative  process”  is  used  in 
appointment  setting  made  it  difficult  for 
clergywomen  here  to  compare  their 
situations.  But,  they  were  clear  that  the 
bishop  is  a  key  figure  or  “image-maker” 
when  it  comes  to  clergywomen.  If  a 
bishop  and  cabinet  only  see  them  as 
"problems”,  clergywomen  say  this 
attitude  is  passed  out  across  the 
conference  and  to  the  pastor-parish 
committees  in  local  churches.  It  can  be 
so  bad  that  a  local  church  thinks  it  is 
being  “punished”  when  a  woman  is 
appointed. 

“There  needs  to  be  intentional  effort  to 
prepare  congregations  to  receive 
clergywomen  and  ethnic  ministers,  and 
much  of  this  should  be  done  by  district 
superintendents  and  bishops,”  said  the 
Rev.  Barbara  Troxell,  a  district  superin¬ 
tendent  from  San  Francisco. 

But  prior  to  that  is  the  need  to  sensitize 
bishops  and  their  cabinets.  The 
clergywomen  here  called  for  workshops 
to  be  held  on  sexism,  racism  and 
classism  during  the  next  two  years.  It 
was  referred  to  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  and  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Intensive  exposure  to  these  issues  was 
also  urged  for  seminary  administrators 
and  curriculum  planners  and  for  local 
church  pastor  committees. 

In  other  resolutions  directed  toward 
the  itinerant  system,  participants  here 
called  tor: 

•  Establishment  of  a  data-bank  of 
ordained  and  diaconal  ministers  to 
facilitate  transfers  across  conference 
lines  and  to  better  fulfill  “supply  and 
demand," 

•  Questions  to  be  asked  each  local  church 
charge  conference  and  pastor-parish 
committee,  annually,  as  to  what  they 
have  done  to  prepare  their  church  for  a 
woman  or  ethnic  minister  ; 

•  A  study  of  a  program  of  salary 
equalization  for  all  the  ministers  within 
each  annual  conference; 


‘Rev.  Mother’  is  a  juggling  act 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  “Rev.  Mother”  is 
really  the  name  for  an  elaborate  juggling 
act  —  an  act  performed  daily  by  dozens 
of  United  Methodist  clergywomen  who 
are  both  fulltime  pastors  and  mothers. 

While  the  odds  of  balancing  ministry, 
marriage  and  parenting  appear 
formidable,  they  have  not  daunted  or 
overwhelmed  clergywomen  if  the  reports 
of  at  least  a  hundred  jammed  into  a 
workshop  here  during  the  recent 
consultation  are  a  fair  indication. 

But  clergywomen  feel  the  church  could 
take  some  steps  to  make  family  life 
better  for  them  and  for  their  male 
counterparts  in  the  ministry  Women 
here  expressed  determination  to  avoid 
the  family  and  marriage-neglecting 
patterns  found  widely  acceptable  among 
clergymen  but  destructive  to  many 
clergy  families.  "We  can’t  neglect  our 
families.  What  kind  of  model  would  that 
be  for  our  church  families,”  said  the 
Rev.  Gail  White  Ford  of  Galveston, 
Texas. 

"Juggling"  is  a  good  image,  the 
women  felt,  because  it  implies  there  is 
equal  importance  for  each  of  their  roles. 
"No  one  can  force  me  to  say  that  one  role 
or  covenant  is  more  important  than  the 
other.  At  certain  times  of  the  day  or  of 
the  week,  one  may  take  precedence, 


however.  That's  where  the  balancing 
comes  in,”  said  the  Rev.  Phyllis  Tyler 
Wayman,  a  co-pastor  and  mother  from 
San  Clemente,  Calif. 

There  are  painful  issues  and  problems 
to  cope  with  in  the  juggling  act,  however. 
Feelings  of  guilt  about  sometimes  having 
to  leave  sick  children  at  home  or  of 
spending  more  time  programming  for 
other  children  than  for  their  own  were 
pin-pointed  as  issues  for  mothers. 

The  difficulty  of  deciding  when  to  have 
children  also  is  a  problem.  The  wisdom 
of  the  group  here  seemed  to  be  that 
summer  is  the  best  .time  because  of  the 
lull  in  church  activities.  Another  said,  “A 
good  time  to  have  a  baby  is  when  you 
have  a  very  supportive  church. ' ' 

Others  cited  were  child  care 
arrangements,  numerous  night 
meetings,  how  to  choose  a  church  for  the 
children  to  attend  when  the  Rev.  Mother 
and  Rev.  Father  are  appointed  to 
multiple  charges,  how  to  keep  up  with 
house  maintenance  and  have  time  for 
husband  and  for  one’s  self. 

In  sharing  the  “solutions”  individual 
clergywomen  have  worked  out,  it 
appeared  that  every  problem  has  an 
answer  if  all  the  parties  involved  are 
willing  to  show  some  creativity  and 
flexibility.  That  includes  the  pastor,  local 
church  and  superintendents. 


One  clergywoman  said  that  during  her 
first  meeting  with  the  pastor-parish 
relations  committee  she  asked  that  the 
church  provide  child  care.  She  reported 
that  the  church  was  willing,  has  a  person 
to  coordinate  a  group  of  five  or  six  sitters 
and  this  "issue”  has  not  become  a 
problem.  She  said,  “It’s  simply  part  of 
their  covenant  with  me.” 

Others  suggested  that  all  church 
meetings  be  held  on  one  night,  that  some 
meetings  be  held  in  the  parsonage, 
finding  a  housekeeper,  declaring  one 
night  a  week  as  family  night  and,  above 
all,  having  a  clear  understanding  with 
the  local  church  about  expectations  of 
the  pastor  and  mutual  responsibilities. 

A  change  in  the  church’s  "Discipline” 
that  would  make  part-time  ministries  an 
option  was  seen  as  a  needed  step  for 
clergy  parents  who  want  to  continue  in 
ministry  but  also  devote  more  time  to 
young  children. 

Whatever  else  we  do,  one 
clergywoman  counselled,  “we  must 
never  apologize  for  having  children  or 
for  being  parents.  Also,  children  should 
not  6e  used  as  an  excuse  or  continually 
portrayed  in  a  negative  vein.  That  cart 
only  result  in  the  church  coming  to  view 
children  as  a  ‘problem.’  Children  are  not 
problems  —  they  are  our  joys  —  joys  to 
be  shared.” 
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Had  it/ 


Too  old  to  get  married?  Never,  say 
newly-weds  Clarence  and  Maude 
Larson,  88  and  89  respectively.  The 
Larsons,  both  widowed  and  residents 
of  Samaritan  Bethany  Manor, 
Rochester,  Minn.,  admit  that  “lots  of 
people  say  we’re  too  old,  but  we  don’t 
think  so.”  Mrs.  Larson,  the  former 
Maude  Judd,  declares  that  “As  long 
as  you  find  someone  you  can  be  happy 
with,  you  should  marry  if  you  wish.” 
Following  a  simple  wedding 
ceremony  at  the  home  of  the  Rev. 
Donald  Germain,  pastor  of  Christ 
UMC,  the  couple  returned  to  the 
nursing  home  where  they  met.  But 
these  days,  with  a  three-room  suite  at 
the  home,  Mr.  Larson  no  longer  has  to 
pound  his  cane  on  the  ceiling  to 
communicate  with  the  woman  he 
loves. 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Never  too  old 


Love  may  mean  “telling  it  like  it  is"  for  members  of  First  UMC.  Dinuba,  Calif., 
who  presented  a  copy  of  this  cartoon  to  District  Superintendent  Franklin  Scott  at  a 
recent  charge  conference.  Mr.  Scott,  whose  six  year  term  ends  in  June,  also 
received  a  “Snoopy”  cake  at  the  First  church  celebration  of  his  ministry.  No 
matter  what  problems  he’s  encountered  as  superintendent  of  the  Fresno  District, 
the  inscription  on  the  cake  assured  him  that  "You  done  good.  Scottie.” 


Evangelism  head  says 
allegiance  does  matter 


PHOENIX,  Ariz.  —  It  does  matter  who 
wins  the  struggle  for  the  allegiance  of 
people  —  and  "mainline  Christianity” 
can  win  that  struggle,  the  chief  executive 
of  United  Methodism’s  evangelism 
thrust  told  the  denomination's  Council  on 
Evangelism  here  last  week. 

Reflecting  on  the  recent  tragedy  of  the 
People’s  Temple  cult  in  Guyana.  George 
Hunter  declared  that  "it’s  a  cosmic  lie  to 
say  that  it  doesn’t  matter  what  we 
believe  as  long  as  we’re  sincere. 

"For  the  privilege  to  shape  institutions 
and  steer  history,  it  does  matter  who 
wins,"  Dr.  Hunter  told  the  225  persons 
assembled  here  Jan.  2-5  for  Bible  study, 
workshops  and  fellowship  around  the 
theme  “God  Can  -  If  We  Will.” 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  executive 
cited  four  reasons  why  he  believes  the 
UMC  and  other  “mainline” 
denominations  can  win  in  a  “continuing 
struggle”;  (1)  Christianity  is  growing 
around  the  globe;  (2)  An  expansion  of 
Christian  growth  in  the  U.S.  has  been 
predicted  by  1980;  (3)  More  practical 
knowledge  is  available  today  than  ever 
before  on  howT  church  growth  takes 
place;  (4)  The  American  people  are 
generally  receptive  to  Christian  outreach 
today. 

In  other  addresses,  a  call  for  unity 


within  the  denomination  was  sounded. 
“It  is  time  for  us  to  quit  pitting  group 
against  group.  liberal  against 
conservative,  social  activist  against 
evangelical,  churches  against  one 
another."  declared  keynoter  the  Rev. 
Reynolds  Greene,  Atlanta,  retiring 
council  president.  "All  of  us  need  to  be 
saved  anew'  from  the  self-centeredness 
that  stagnates  life  and  seeks  to  stifle  the 
Spirit  of  God.  " 

Another  call  for  unity  came  from 
Maurice  King,  dean  of  the  Upper  Room 
Chapel.  Nashville.  “If  the  UMC  is  to 
survive,”  Dr.  King  said,  "it  must  be  truly 
united,  truly  itinerant,  truly  Christian.” 


The  sun  shines  300  days  in 
Douglas.  Arizona  and  no  crowd¬ 
ing! 

For  irt/ormation  about  climate,  medi¬ 
cal  facilities  and  recreational  oppor¬ 
tunities.  write  to  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church.  721  11th  Street. 
Douglas.  A  rizona  85607. 


Classified 

FOh  SALE  60  NEW  ROYAL  BLUE  polyester  crepe 
choir  robes  by  Ireland  Needlecraft,  ordering 
mistake,  vanous  sizes  from  junior  high  through 
extra-large  adult  $40  each  Inquiries:  Dolan 
Bayless.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P  O  Box 
348,  Ponca  City.  Okla.  74601  1 405)  762-1681 
EDUCATION  COORDINATOR  4000-member 
church  needs  trained  and  experienced  person  to 
direct  Children  s  Division,  work  w  ith 
Youth,  and  coordinate  entire  education  am 

Salary  negotiable  Contact  Broadmoor  UMC.  10230 
Mollylea.  Baton  Rouge.  La  70813 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  WANTED  New  full  time 

staff  position  Youth  emphasis,  also  education, 
music,  fellowship  and  recreation  Salary  $10-12.000 
a  year  Send  inquiries  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church, 850  16th St  .Modesto, Calif  95354. 


Circle  Pacific  &  China  Tour  ,lh w 

June  15.  1979  —  28  Days 

New  Zealand.  Australia.  Island  of  Bali.  Singapore.  Sarawak  (Borneo)  &  Hong  Kong 
Plus  1  Week  In  China 

Personally  escorted  by  former  missionaries  to  Sarawak 
Dual  Purpose  Tour:  Sightseeing  and  Visiting  Missions 

Chinese  visas  limited  Early  registration  advised 

$2975  FROM  WEST  COAST  Deluxe 


TO  JIM  BRISKS  &  BILL  FUNK  Global  Friendship  Trav 
— J  Pfeose  send  full  information  S200  refundable  rt 


■I  1727  Clifton  Rd  .  Mlanla  Go  30329  1404)634  5748 
servotion  enclosvd 

Phone _ 

Zip 


Pre-fab  houses  bring 
hope  to  Colombians 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JANUARY  12.  1979 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  A  two-bedroom 
cement  house  costing  $400,  which  can  be 
put  up  in  one  day,  appears  to  hold  the  key 
to  a  more  humane  life  for  thousands  of 
low-income  families  in  Colombia, 
according  to  J.  Harry  Haines,  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  of 
Relief  (UMCOR). 

“I’ve  seen  nothing  comparable  in  the 
60  Third  World  countries  I  have  visited," 
Dr.  Haines  told  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

He  was  referring  to  a  housing  program 
known  as  SERVIVIENDA  (House 
Service)  which  has  seven  factories 
across  the  Latin  American  country 
producing  22  prefabricated  houses  a  day 
for  slum  dwellers. 

Return  from  Brazil 

Returning  from  a  16-day  trip  to  Brazil, 
Chile,  Peru  and  Colombia,  the  UMCOR 
director  spoke  enthusiastically  of  his 
visit  with  Father  Alberto  Jiminez,  a 
Jesuit  priest  who  has  directed 
SERVIVIENDA  for  the  last  five  years. 
Dr.  Haines  reported  he  was  told  that 
today  3,800  "marginal  families”  live  in 
these  permanent,  well-constructed 
houses  which  they  are  purchasing  with 
long-term,  low-interest  loans. 

Visiting  two  of  the  worst  barrios  in 
Bogota,  Dr.  Haines  observed  that 
SERVIVIENDA  homes  "stood  out  from 
the  shanties  around  them  as  evidence  of 
hope  and  caring  for  the  quality  of  life." 

The  secret,  he  said,  is  assembly-line 
production  and  use  of  new  technology. 
Homes  are  built  out  of  cement  sheets  and 
tubular  steel.  All  parts  are  delivered  on  a 
flatbed  truck  and  can  be  put  together  in 
one  day.  And  the  cost  is  one-half  that  of 
the  thousands  of  houses  put  up  in  Guate¬ 
mala  by  Church  World  Service,  with 
UMCOR’s  participation,  for  victims  of  the 
February  1976  earthquake. 

Dr.  Haines  said  he  was  particularly 
appreciative  of  SERVIVIENDA’s  goal  of 
helping  people  become  more  human, 
socially,  economically  and  spiritually. 
“Its  efforts  at  consciousness-raising  may 
be  as  important  as  its  houses,"  he  said. 
True  humanity  noted 
Dom  Helder  Camera,  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  of  Recife  and  Olinda  in 
northeast  Brazil,  had  raised  the  subject 
of  true  humanity  in  a  private 
conversation  with  Dr.  Haines  and  eight 
annual  conference  leaders  from 
Nebraska  who  accompanied  him. 

The  world-renowned  friend  of  the 
downtrodden  said  church  structures, 
parishes,  schools  and  development 
groups  must  prepare  the  way  for  an 
organization  of  the  people,  so  they  feel 
themselves  to  be  “somebody .  ’  ’ 

In  northeast  Brazil  the  United 
Methodist  group  was  impressed  by  the 
work  of  DIAKONIA,  a  social  action  and 
service  agency  founded  in  1967  by  nine 
Protestant  denominations.  DIAKONIA 
spurs  integrated  rural  development 
including  irrigation,  community 
gardens,  road  and  bridge-building.  It 
distributes  food,  clothing  and  medical 
supplies  to  some  of  the  most  deprived 
people  in  Brazil  and  has  found  homes  for 
8,500  destitute  children. 

Dr.  Haines  saw  "little  evidence  of 
major  activity  by  the  Protestant 
churches  in  tackling  Brazil’s  devastating 
social  problems.”  He  did  pay  tribute  to 
two  dynamic  Methodist  pastors  in 
Recife:  the  Rev.  Antonio  Rodrigues,  an 
Angolan  who  worked  in  Mozambique  for 
16  years,  and  the  Rev.  Adolph  de  Souza. 

In  Chile  the  United  Methodist  group 
was  among  2,000  people  attend  *  an 
International  Forum  on  Human  R.^its  in 
the  cathedral  at  Santiago.  Dr.  Haines 
also  had  high  praise  for  the  creative 
work  of  DIAKONIA  in  Chile  sponsored  by 
Lutheran,  Methodist,  Presbyterian  and 
Greek  Orthodox  churches.  Its  $1.6 
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ORIENT 

April  21  -  May  9 

The  Orient  -  always  fascinating!  We  relax  in 
idyllic  Bali,  view  the  treasures  of  Borobudur  in 
Jogjakarta,  Indonesia.  Flying  on  to  cosmopolitan 
Singapore,  we  continue  to  Bangkok,  a  city  of 
temples  and  floating  markets.  Then  visit  every¬ 
one's  favorite  city  -  Hong  Kong!  Fly  back  to 
the  U  S.  or  take  the  optional  tour  of  Japan. 
-  “  1  ’Jy - 


million  program  focuses  on  agriculture, 
fisheries,  child  feeding  and  adoption.  A 
UMCOR-financed  project  among  the 
Mapuche  Indians  in  Temuco  is  teaching 
new  technologies  for  gardening  and 
raising  field  crops  and  showing  the 
Indians  that  people  care  about  them. 

In  Peru  the  bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Church  urged  continued  support  for 
SEPAS  (Servicio  Evangelico  Peruano  de 
Accion  Social),  a  new  ecumenical  agency 
directed  by  the  veteran  Methodist 
educator  Dr.  Carlos  Carrasco. 

Despite  a  few  bright  spots  Dr.  Haines 
wound  up  his  tour  essentially  depressed 
about  the  future  of  most  Latin  American 
countries.  Noting  that  seven  out  of  nine 
governments  in  Latin  America  are 
military  dictatorships  with  “cruel 
violations  of  human  rights,”  he  said 
large  numbers  of  people  are  today  living 
marginal  lives  and  a  new  ideology  — 
national  security  —  is  being  imposed  in 
various  countries. 

Although  the  continent  has  some  of  the 
fastest  growing  churches  in  the  world, 
according  to  Dr.  Haines,  all  are 
Pentecostal.  Methodist  churches  in 
Brazil,  Chile  and  Peru  have  experienced 
little  numerical  growth  over  the  last  20 
years,  he  said,  although  all  three  are 
optimistic  about  new  opportunities. 


Conference  studies 
methods  for  growth 


‘Now  let’s  have  some  order  here.  Proposition  13 
has  no  bearing  on  our  World  Service  F und  share.’ 

DETROIT  LAKES,  Minn.  —  Religion  and  humor  do  mix,  says  a  United  Methodist 
minister.  So  the  Rev.  Paul  Ingelin,  pastor  of  the  UM  church  here,  draws  a  cartoon 
pointing  up  an  issue  or  foible  of  the  UMC  for  readers  of  the  Northwest  District  page  of 
the  Minnesota  conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

Mr.  Ingelin  believes  “a  good  cartoon  has  about  the  highest  impact  of  any  media. 
Humor  is  a  priceless  ingredient  in  any  form  of  communication  —  in  sermons  or  in 
anything.”  courtesy  Minnesota  umr 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURGH  -  More  than  800  United 
Methodists  from  Western  Pennsylvania 
spent  last  weekend  here  learning  how  to 
make  their  local  churches  grow  through 
evangelism. 

Keynote  speakers  offered  participants 
at  the  Congress  on  Evangelism  direction 
and  inspiration  while  songs,  prayers  and 
testimonies  uplifted  their  spirits  and  ten 
simultaneous  conferences  gave  them 
practical  helps  in  everything  from 
family  life  to  prayer  to  ministry  to  the 
inactive  members. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  told  a  standing- 
room-only  audience  on  the  opening  night 
that  effective  evangelism  must  be  linked 
with  growth  and  development  of  the 
converts.  That  includes,  he  said, 
Christian  nurture,  education  and 
fellowship. 

Bishop  Nichols,  Pittsburgh  Area 
episcopal  leader,  who  also  led  one  of  ten 
smaller  conferences  on  the  subject  of 
pastors  as  evangelists,  outlined 
suggestions  for  a  local  church  offensive 
in  "comprehensive  Christianity.”  One 
suggestion  was  to  hold  an  annual  revival 
in  which  a  visiting  “stoker”  brings  fuel  to 
fire-up  the  faithful. 


Game  plan  for  everyday  living  sought 


Dallas  Cowboys  huddle  for  Bible  study 


DALLAS  (RNS)  —  The  coach  was 
diagramming  the  game  plan  on  the 
chalk  board  when  the  players  began 
arriving  and  rehashing  the  football 
game  they  had  seen  on  television  the 
night  before. 

"What  a  play,"  said  Dallas  Cowboy 
receiver  coach  Mike  Ditka,  "He  was 
on  his  way  to  six  points  when  ‘POW.’ 
He  (the  tackier)  came  out  of  nowhere 
and  wrapped  it  up. 

"Some  hit,”  agreed  Jethro  Pugh, 
13-year  veteran  tackle  for  the 
Cowboys,  the  professional  football 
team  located  here. 

No  need  to  recall  names  or  other 
specifics.  Everyone  gathered  in  the 
home  of  former  All-American  football 
pro  Bill  Krisher  instinctively  knew  the 
precise  play  being  discussed. 

Mr.  Ditka  and  Mr.  Pugh  are  part  of 
a  team  of  Dallas  Cowboys  who  are 
joined  by  a  group  of  other  professional 
athletes  for  an  unusual  weekly 
training  session. 


Called  the  Dallas  Cowboy  Bible 
Study  Group,  the  team  of  professional 
athletes  and  their  wives  have  been 
meeting  at  the  Krisher  home  for  three 
years  to  study  the  scriptures  and  their 
relevance  to  contemporary  life. 

The  roster  reads  like  an  All-Star 
potpourri:  Cowboys  Roger  Staubach, 
Guy  Brown,  Bob  Breunig,  Doug 
Dennison,  Rafael  Septien,  Randy 
Hughes,  D.  D.  Lewis,  coach  Jerry 
Tubbs  and  trainer  Bob  Ward;  football 
pro  Oscar  Roan,  hockey  star  Kyle 
Rote .  .  . 

The  coach  for  this  unique  squad  is 
Dr.  Howard  Hendricks,  professor  and 
chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Christian  Education  at  Dallas 
Theological  Seminary. 

The  X’s  and  O’s  Dr.  Hendricks 
carefully  draws  on  the  play  chart  do 
not  indicate  strategy  for  the  flim-flam 
play  in  the  upcoming  playoff  game, 
but  rather,  they  mark  historical  sites 
where  significant  action  took  place 
and  was  recorded  in  the  Bible. 


‘ ‘Acts,  Chapter  7,  is  our  introduction 
to  a  man  called  Stephen,”  Dr. 
Hendricks  began.  "All  we  know  about 
him  is  the  end  of  his  life.  Actually,  the 
last  day  of  his  life.  And  yet,  in  that 
short  span  of  time,  Stephen  made  a 
tremendous  impact  on  the  Christian 
faith,  as  we  will  see .  . 

The  sessions  are  informal. 
Everyone  has  a  Bible,  and  makes 
notes  in  the  margins  and  freely 
breaks  into  the  study  with  questions 
and  observations  as  the  stories  unfold. 

The  religious  backgrounds  of  the 
group  are  as  varied  as  their  positions 
on  the  teams,  ranging  from 
Episcopalian,  Catholic  and  Baptist  to 
none  at  all.  It’s  a  serious  study,  void  of 
the  cliches  and  outbursts  of  surface 
religion  but  it  is  not  lacking  in  humor 
and  congeniality. 

According  to  Dr.  Hendricks  and  Mr. 
Krisher,  who  is  regional  director  for 
the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes, 
the  athletes  involved  in  the  study 
group  frequently  speak  before  junior 


high  and  high  school  groups  and  are 
powerful  witnesses  for  young 
athletes. 

“The  group  is  much  more  than  all 
this,  however,”  said  Dr.  Hendricks. 
"There  is  a  special  relationship  and 
deep  concern  for  one  another  here. 
It’s  not  in  the  sense  of  some  dramatic 
moment.  But  we  have  seen  broken 
marriages  mended,  violent  tempers 
calmed  and  lives  turned  around. 

“The  purpose  of  our  discussions  is 
to  get  a  perspective  on  the  basic 
principles  for  day-to-day  living." 

Fans  in  the  stands  at  Texas  Stadium 
can’t  tell  that  this  group  makes  any 
difference  in  these  players  when  they 
are  on  a  collision  course  during  a  big 
game. 

But  Cowboy  Coach  Tom  Landry  has 
said,  “This  group  has  made  a  great 
contribution  to  the  team  as  a  whole. 
What  they  have  gained  together  has 
spilled  over  into  the  attitude  of  the 
whole  team.” 


Ho  w  much  has  UMC  given  to  racism  fund? 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  How  much  money  have 
United  Methodist  national  agencies 
contributed  in  recent  years  to  the 
controversial  World  Council  of  Churches 
(WCC)  fund  which  has  given  $85,000  to 
black  insurgent  armies  in 
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe? 

A  highly  publicized  figure  of  $10,000  for 
each  of  the  past  two  years  appears  to  be 
$50,000  short  of  the  actual  amount  given. 
At  the  same  time,  none  of  the  UMC 
money  apparently  has  gone  to  the  portion 
of  the  fund’s  budget  from  which  the  WCC 
grant  to  the  Patriotic  Front  guerilla 
faction  was  made. 

Confusion  among  many  United 
Methodists  over  how  much  money  the 
denomination  has  contributed  to  the 
WCC’s  “Program  to  Combat  Racism” 
and  where  that  money  has  gone,  has 


UNITED 

METHODISTS 


grown  partially  from  conflicting 
information  which  has  surfaced  in  recent 
months: 

•  In  September  the  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  mission  board  issued  a  statement 
listing  contributions  to  the  fund  since 
1971  by  “United  Methodist  agencies 
receiving  World  Service  support.”  In 
that  statement,  the  division  said:  “In 
1977  the  World  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  contributed  $10,000  for 
the  general  budget  (of  the  fund),  not  for 
grants,  and  the  same  amount  and 
stipulation  applies  for  1978.” 

•  In  other  "background”  materials 
sent  out  by  the  mission  board  division, 


and  in  figures  published  by  the  National 
Laymen’s  Council  of  The  Church  League 
of  America  (a  non-denominational, 
conservative  religious  organization 
based  in  Wheaton,  Ill.)  an  additional 
$50,000  contribution  for  1977  from  the 
Women's  Division  of  the  mission  board 
was  listed. 

Mission  board  records  show  that  the 
$50,000  from  the  Women’s  Division  went 
to  the  following  projects  within  the  fund: 
(1)  “Land  rights  and  racially  oppressed 
groups  —  $10,000”;  (2)  “Foreign 

investments,  bank  loans,  and  racism, 
Southern  Africa  —  $10,000”;  (3)  “Latin 
American  Indian  project  —  $15,000”;  (4) 
"Caste  and  Class  in  India  —  $5,000";  and 


Kent  State  victims  get 
$600,000  in  settlement 


HAWAII 
July  8  -  July  21 

Visit  the  Islands  of  Paradise!  Enjoy  a  leisurely 
pace  on  this  two  week  air  tour  to  Oahu  where 
our  deluxe  hotel  is  right  on  Waikiki  Beach.  Plus 
three  Neighbor  Islands— Big  Isle  of  Hawaii,  Val¬ 
ley  Isle  of  Maui,  and  the  Garden  Isle  of  Kauai. 
Gourmet  dining  at  fine  restaurants,  special 
events  like  a  “luau”,  Pearl  Harbor  Cruise  and  a 
visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon  of  the  Pacific. 


ALPINE 
July  9  -  24 

Our  adventure  to  four  Alpine  countries  begins 
with  a  scheduled  Swissair  flight  to  Zurich.  From 
here  our  private  motorcoach  takes  us  to  Ober- 
ammergau  in  Germany,  the  snow-decked  moun¬ 
tains  of  Austria  and  Switzerland,  plus  the  de¬ 
lightful  lake  country  of  northern  Italy.  See  Swiss 
folk-dancing,  taste  authentic  “fondue”,  excel¬ 
lent  cuisine.  Stay  in  deluxe  hotels  in  Europe. 


These  tours  are  ell  escorted  and  lha  price  all-inclusive,  with  3  meals  a  day,  deluxe  and  first 
class  accommodations,  transportation,  and  gratuities.  Enjoy  tha  advantages  of  group  travel. 


L 


Please  send  the  following  free  folders 


Write: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 


as  soon  as  they  are  prepared: 

Q  Orient  □  Hawaii  QAIpine 
Other  tour  folders  I  would  like  to  receive 

□  Western  Grand  Circle  □  Delta  Queen 

□  Alaska  Q  Treasure  West  □  Greek  Isles 


Name  — 
Address. 
City 


State 


.  Zip  Code- 


Registered  Ohio  travel  agent  STA01J7  (please  print)  1-12-TM 


CLEVELAND,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  An 
eight-year  legal  struggle  over  the  killing 
of  four  Kent  State  University  students  by 
national  guardsmen  apparently  ended 
Jan.  4  when  the  State  of  Ohio  agreed  to 
pay  $600,000  to  parents  and  wounded 
survivors. 

A  statement  by  the  latter  group  said 
the  out-of-court  settlement  accomplished 
their  objective  “to  the  greatest  extent 
possible  under  present  law.” 

While  the  settlement  closes  this  aspect 
of  the  Kent  State  affair,  “it  will  not  end 
the  issue  of  the  excessive  use  of  force,” 
according  to  the  Rev.  John  P.  Adams  of 
Washington,  D  C.,  a  staff  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  The  board  had  authorized  his 
providing  a  pastoral  ministry  to  the 
victims  and  their  families  within  a  few 
months  after  the  slayings,  and  he  was  a 
part  of  the  recent  negotiating  effort. 

Mr.  Adams  asserted  that  the  eight- 
year  battle  was  a  “traumatic  process” 
for  the  families,  who  were  “not  after 
money  but  an  admission  of 
accountability  by  the  state.” 

The  survivor  group’s  statement  on  the 
settlement  expressed  thanks  for  those 
who  sustained  them  in  the  “struggle 
for  justice,”  including  35,000  persons  who 
contributed  money  for  legal  costs. 
Special  gratitude  was  noted  to  the  United 
Methodist  board  which  “has  faithfully 
supported  us  and  coordinated  our 
struggle  from  the  beginning.  " 

The  contributions  mostly  went  to  a 
Kent  State  due  process  of  law  fund, 
which  the  church  board  established  and 
administered  and  which  raised  nearly 
$800,000.  Church  funds,  however,  were 
not  used. 

Mr.  Adams  said  the  fund  enabled  the 
families  to  have  “staying  power"  to  see 
their  case  to  its  conclusion.  The  money 
went  for  many  legal  costs  (but  not 
lawyers’  fees),  travel,  paper  work,  and 
similar  costs.  The  state  has  reported 


spending  over  $800,000  on  legal  fees. 

Their  statement  recognized  that  others 
related  to  the  Kent  State  incident  also 
have  suffered. 

“We  believe  that  some  of  the 
guardsmen  .  .  .  also  became  victims  of 
an  Ohio  National  Guard  policy  which 
sent  them  into  a  potential  citizen 
confrontation  with  loaded  combat 
rifles,”  the  statement  said.  “We  did  not 
want  those  individual  guardsmen  to  be 
personally  liable  for  the  actions  of  others 
and  the  policy  of  a  governmental  agency 
under  whose  orders  they  served.  ” 

‘Christian  Home’ 
begins  promotion 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  A  major 
promotional  drive  has  been  urged  for  the 
United  Methodist  family  magazine,  “The 
Christian  Home,”  whose  circulation  has 
dropped  to  less  than  45,000  from  a  peak  of 
250,000  subscribers  in  1964. 

“The  Christian  Home”  is  one  of  the  few 
Christian  resources  for  "parents  and 
families  that  provide  information  for 
enrichment  and  crisis  management," 
said  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
meeting  here  recently. 

“We  believe,  therefore,  that  it  needs  to 
be  promoted  more  aggressively  across 
the  United  Methodism  to  families  and 
church  leaders.” 

The  request  for  a  promotional 
campaign  came  from  a  family  education 
subgroup  of  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee,  which  publishes  the 
magazine. 

David  I.  Bradley,  editor  of  the 
magazine,  said  about  one-third  of  its 
subscribers  are  non-United  Methodist. 
He  said  "Christian  Home  is  one  of  the 
few  religious  publications  for  families 
across  a  number  of  denominations.” 


(5)  "Southern  Africa  project  — $10,000.” 

The  WCC  racism  fund  has  three 
budgets:  one  for  staff  and  office 
expenses,  a  second  for  special  projects, 
and  a  third  for  grants  to  various  groups, 
such  as  the  Patriotic  Front  in 
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe.  World  Division 
mission  funds  in  both  1977  and  1978  went 
to  the  first ‘budget.  Women’s  Division 
grants  went  to  the  second  budget.  No 
UMC  money  in  either  year  went  to  the 
portion  of  the  budget  from  which  the 
controversial  grants  to  insurgents  in 
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe  were  made. 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell,  Portland, 
Oregon,  who  heads  the  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  Division,  told 
TM/UMR  that  the  low  visibility  of  the 
Women’s  Division  funds  in  information 
sent  out  by  his  division  was  in  no  way 
intentional. 

“We  were  acting  in  good  faith  and 
attempting  to  spell  out  a  very  complex 
situation,"  Bishop  Tuell  said.  “Our  only 
intention  was  to  provide  thorough 
information.” 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Huston,  top  executive  of 
the  division,  is  out  of  the  country  and  was 
unavailable  for  comment. 


The  bishop  also  urged  churches  to  hold 
two  confirmation  classes  a  year.  He 
quoted  statistics  showing  that  75  percent 
of  the  persons  received  into  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  1977  were  between 
the  ages  of  10  and  14.  Six  out  of  ten  of 
those  persons  came  by  way  of  the  church 
school  and  confirmation  classes,  he  said. 

Bishop  Nichols  also  suggested:  train 
laypersons,  strengthen  the  church 
school,  highlight  religious  seasons  and 
holidays,  and  utilize  visitation  or 
“relational”  evangelism. 

Church  growth  objective 

The  Congress  on  Evangelism  is  the 
second  major  effort  undertaken  recently 
by  Western  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference  leaders  to  reverse  the 
conference’s  decline  in  church 
membership  —  down  several  thousand  to 
a  present  257,900  members.  Officials  said 
the  Church  Growth  movement, 
stemming  mainly  from  the  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary  in  Berkeley, 
California,  offers  a  major  avenue  for 
biblical  theology  and  contemporary 
methods  in  evangelism.  Four  regional 
seminars  on  Church  Growth  were  held  in 
the  annual  conference  this  Fall  and  four 
more  are  planned  for  the  Spring. 

“The  time  is  ripe  for  the  church  in  our 
area.  The  Church  Growth  movement 
provides  resources  and  methods  we 
need,"  said  the  Rev.  Wendell  Pauli,  UM 
minister  in  Green  Oak,  Penn.,  and  one  of 
the  prime  movers  for  the  congress. 

Not  all  ministers  accept  the  Church 
Growth  emphases,  conference  officials 
admit.  “But  it’s  the  best  practical  help  I 
know  about,”  said  the  Rev.  Jack 
Patterson,  Johnstown  district 
superintendent.  “And  our  Board  of 
Evangelism  and  annual  conference  are 
going  with  it.” 

Listing  the  positive  side  of  the  Church 
Growth  movement  in  a  keynote  address 
was  Peter  Wagner,  associate  professor 
of  Church  Growth  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary,  who  also  led  the  small 
conference  on  Church  Growth.  He  said 
the  movement  attempts  to  provide  “true 
disciples  —  kingdom  people  who  confess 
with  their  lips  and  show  with  their  lives 
that  they  are  Spirit-filled  people." 

Small  conferences  held 

Emphases  of  some  of  the  small 
conferences  during  the  congress 
included  the  following: 

•  Prayer  —  While  some  new 
experiences  in  praying  help  open  a 
person  to  God’s  power,  some  things 
never  grow  old,  said  Jo  Kimmel  Chesnutt 
of  Dallas.  The  former  director  of  family 
devotional  life  for  ‘The  Upper  Room” 
said  the  need  to  deepen  one’s  relationship 
with  God  to  find  power  for  living  is  basic 
to  Christian  witness  and  growth. 
Participants  spent  time  developing  skills 
to  enhance  their  prayer  lives. 

•  Family  —  Offering  an  alternative  to 
a  popular  interpretation  of  New 
Testament  teaching  which  places  the 
husband  as  the  head  of  the  household, 
was  Donald  Joy,  professor  of  human 
development  and  Christian  education  at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary  in 
Wilmore,  Ky.  Dr.  Joy  said  Christians 
should  not  “buy  into  the  General  Motors 
model”  of  vertical,  authoritarian 
structure.  Quoting  Jesus  when  He  said 
“the  heathen  lord  it  over  one  another,  but 
it  shall  not  be  so  among  you,”  Dr.  Joy 
proposed  a  circular  and  equal 
relationship  of  service  for  the  family. 

•  Single  adults  —  Jim  Smoke,  former 
minister  to  single  adults  at  the  Garden 
Grove  Community  Church  in  California, 
emphasized  the  congregation  as  the  body 
of  believers  —  “and  singleness  is  a  part 
of  that.”  He  said  persons  may  have  three 
families:  (1)  the  one  they  are  born  into, 
(2)  marry  into,  and  (3)  God’s  family. 
“The  first  two  are  dispensable  through 
death  and  divorce,  but  the  third  is 
forever,"  he  said,  as  he  encouraged  all 
ministry  to  single  adults  to  be  grounded 
in  the  third  family. 


Cokesbury  Choir  Robes— 

A  Beautiful  and  Lasting 
Investment  for  Your  Church 


V 


For  distinctive,  handsomely  designed 
choir  robes,  turn  to  Cokesbury.  Our  nchly 
colored  robes  feature  quality  materials 
and  careful  construction.  Choose  from 
more  than  100  color  and  style  combina¬ 
tions  to  match  or  coordinate  with  your 
church's  decor. 

Our  selection  of  choir  robes  is  so  exten¬ 
sive  that  we  have  listed  them  in  a  special 
catalog  containing  full-color  photographs 
of  styles  for  all  age  groups — plus  131 
fabric  samples.  For  your  copy  of  this 
FREE  catalog,  just  fill  out  the  coupon 
below  and  mail  it  to  the  Regional  Service 
Center  in  your  area.  Or,  if  you  prefer,  stop 
by  your  Cokesbury  store. 

Don't  forget — Cokesbury  offers  conve¬ 
nient  budget  installment  terms  with  no 
interest  and  no  carrying  charges. 


□  Yes.  Please  send  me  the  FREE  Cokesbury  Choir  Robe  Catalog. 


Cokeshury, 
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Ministers  Pledge  $400,000  For  Pensions  Crusade 


At  Special  Conference  Session 
Ministers  pledged  an  estimated  $400,000  for 
pensions  at  the  Special  Session  of  the  Annual 
Conference  held  January  10  at  First  Church, 
Shreveport.  These  pledges  were  in  fulfillment  of  an 
earlier  commitment  the  ministers  had  made  to  give 
three  percent  of  their  base  salaries  each  year  tor  four 
years  to  the  Conference  s  Pension  Funding  Crusade. 

These  gifts  are  in  addition  to  the  $2.5  million  goal  fo. 
the  pension  funding  crusade  in  the  local  churches  of 
Louisiana.  The  crusade’s  intensive  phase  is  to  be 
completed  April  8.  Prior  to  that  date,  every  United 
Methodist  in  Louisiana  should  be  offered  an 
opportunity  to  pledge  to  help  underwrite  the 
conference's  pension  program  for  retired  ministers, 
their  widows  and  dependents.  Pledges  received 


during  the  intensive  phase  will  be  lor  a  lour  year 
period. 

In  his  comments,  Bishop  Shamblin  said,  'Pensions 
have  become  the  unwritten  agenda  ol  the  church."  In 
one  conference  after  another  the  bishop  said,  church 
leaders  are  seeking  additional  funding  tor  pensions. 
The  reason  for  this  effort,  he  said,  was  because  of  the 
effect  of  inflation  on  persons  with  fixed  incomes,  and 
because  of  the  concern  of  Christian  persons  to 
provide  for  the  needs  of  their  own.  The  bishop  stated 
that  while  the  present  effort  was  absolutely  essential 
to  undergird  our  pension  program  with  more 
adequate  reserves,  the  $2.5  million  would  neither 
provide  full  funding  for  all  present  obligations,  nor 
compensate  for  future  damage  to  purchasing  power 
from  inflation.  The  bishop  then  urged  a  united  effort 


following  the  recommended  steps  in  the  crusade 
plan.  He  predicted  the  crusade  goal  would  be  fully 
subscribed. 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  pastor  ol  First  Church 
Shreveport,  provided  the  devotional  message,  in 
which  he  stated,  "People  can  be  divided  into  two 
groups:  those  who  are  basically  lakers  and  those  who 
are  primarily  givers.  When  a  minister  works  for  and 
gives  toward  a  more  adequate  pension  plan,"  Dr. 
Dykes  continued,  "he  is  acting  as  a  giver  because  he 
is  helping  meet  the  needs  of  many  others,  and  not 
primarily  his  own  need.  " 

At  the  morning  session,  a  panel  presented  a  variety 
of  perspectives  on  pensions.  Panel  members  included 
Mr.  Charles  Teamer,  Dillard  Vice  President,  Mr. 
Gerald  K.  Hornung,  General  Secretary,  General 


Board  of  Pensions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
Hev.  Stone  W.  Caraway.  Chairman  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions,  and  Mr.  Thomas  H. 
Matheny,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Leader. 

A  special  feature  of  the  session  was  the  premier 
showing  of  the  theme  filmstrip  for  the  crusade. 
Entitled,  "We  Give  Because  They  Gave,"  the 
filmstrip  tells  the  story  of  our  pension  program  as  it 
shows  numerous  pictures  ol  retired  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  Louisiana,  as  well  as  some  of  those 
currently  serving  churches.  Produced  by  Jack 
Hodges  III  Communications,  the  filmstrip  is  ol 
professional  quality.  Copies  are  available  in  the 
office  of  every  district  superintendent  and  in  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  office. 
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Christian  Ashram  Set 


The  North  Louisiana  Christian 
Ashram  will  be  held  in  Huston, 
Jan.  25th-27th  at  the  Holiday  Inn. 

The  featured  speakers  will  be 
Dr.  Donald  Webb,  president  of 
Centenary  College  in  Shreve¬ 
port;  Dr.  Jordan  Grooms,  a 
United  Methodist  Minister  from 
Amarillo,  Texas;  Sister  Loretta 
Armstrong,  a  Roman  Catholic 
Nun  who  is  head  of  Siena  House 
at  Bloomingdale,  Ohio;  and  David 
Watson,  president  of  Wesley 
College  in  Florence,  Miss. 

Ashrams  are  interdenomi¬ 
national  and  interracial.  The 
Ashram  goal  is  for  all  who  attend 
to  go  forth  proclaiming  with 
their  lips  and  lives  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  Lord.  The  Ashram  has 
been  referred  to  as  a  “healing  of 
love  to  body,  mind,  and  spirit.  ” 
Registration  fees  for  the 
Ashram  are  $10  for  adults,  $5  for 


students,  or  $25  per  family. 

Pre-registrations  are  en¬ 
couraged.  The  Registrar  is  Rev. 
Louie  Chrisman,  Box  95,  Quit- 
man,  La.  71268.  Facilities  are 
available  for  pre-school  children. 
Room  reservations  can  be  made 
at  the  Holiday  Inn  in  Ruston. 

Registration  begins  at  1  p.m. 
Thursday  the  25th  with  the  first 
session  starting  at  3  p.m.  in  the 
Terrace  Room  of  the  Holiday 
Inn. 

The  Thursday  and  Friday 
evening  sessions  are  open  to  the 
public.  The  Friday  evening 
session  will  be  at  7  p.m.  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  All  other  sessions  will  be 
in  the  Terrace  Room  of  the 
Holiday  Inn.  For  additional 
information  or  brochure  write 
Rev.  Chrisman. 


Rev.  Thomas  To  Lead 
Week  Of  Prayer  Service 


NEW  ORLEANS  -  Rev.  John 
Henry  Thomas,  director  of  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  of 
Greater  New  Orleans  and  pastor 
of  the  newly-formed  Forest 
Grove  First  Baptist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  East,  will  deliver 
the  homily  at  an  ecumenical 
service  marking  the  1979  Week 
of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity. 

The  service,  at  which 
dignitaries  from  numerous 
Christian  churches  in  the  New 
Orleans  area  will  participate,  is 
scheduled  for  Sunday,  Jan.  28  at 
3  p.m.  in  the  St.  Louis  Cathedral. 

Archbishop  Philip  M.  Hannan 
will  welcome  participants  and 
Dr.  David  Mason,  executive 
director  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches, 
will  set  the  theme  for  the 


service. 

All  Christians  in  the  metro¬ 
politan  area  are  invited  to  attend 
along  with  their  families. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity  was  begun  in 
1908  as  a  call  to  Christians  of 
every  denomination  to  pray 
together  in  an  effort  to  gain 
courage  and  strength  to 
overcome  their  differences. 
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Wanted:  Sermons  About 
Jonestown  Tragedy 

What  was  your  church’s  reaction  to  the  Jonestown  tragedy? 

The  Graduate  Theological  Union  Library  in  Berkeley,  Calif, 
wants  to  know. 

They  have  written  a  letter  to  this  paper  asking  us  to  pass  on  the 
word  that  they  are  collecting  responses  of  religious  groups  to  the 
tragedy. 

"We  would  appreciate  receiving  original  manuscripts,  copies, 
or  recordings  of  sermons,  special  observances,  public 
statements,  etc.  dealing  with  these  events. 

"If  requested,  we  will  make  copies  and  return  the  originals  or 
pay  copying  costs,"  the  letter  states. 

The  Director  of  the  Library,  John  David  Batsel,  asks  that 
materials  or  inquiries  be  mailed  to  Library,  Graduate  The¬ 
ological  Union,  2451  Ridge  Road,  Berkeley,  Calif.  94709. 


Before  Kneeling 

Look  At  Cushions 


HUSTON  —  Before  kneeling  to  pray, 
members  and  visitors  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  will  probably  take  a 
second  look  at  the  intricate  designs  of 
handworked  needlepoint  on  the  20 
cushions  covering  the  altar. 

It  cook  a  committee  of  21  willing 
laborers  a  year  and  a  half  to  complete 
the  cushions  which  have  been  dedicated 
in  memory  of  loved  ones  and  friends. 

The  time-consuming  project  began 
when  Mrs.  Carl  Langford  and  Mrs. 
Marvin  Green  Sr.,  heads  of  the  Altar 
Guild  ol  the  church,  secured  the  services 


of  Mrs.  Helen  Barksdale  and  Mrs.  James 
Davis  Green  to  lead  the  work  group. 

The  cushions  were  inspired  by  similar 
ones  Mrs.  Barksdale  had  seen  while 
visiting  England. 

Next  came  the  design.  Mrs.  Vickie 
Fallm  of  Lubbock,  Texas,  formerly  of 
Huston,  designed  the  33  x  13  inch  patterns 
and  sent  them  to  Mrs.  Marla  Heeves  ol 
Baton  Houge  who  painted  the  Christian 
symbols  on  the  canvases. 

Rev.  Merlin  Merrill  is  pastor. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE  CHOIR 


Watch  For  Centenary  Choir  In  Your  Area 


The  Centenary  College  Choir  will  be  touring  South 
Louisiana  during  the  week  of  Jan.  22-28.  You  are  invited  to 
attend  the  concert  nearest  you  and  encourage  others  to  join 
you  for  an  evening  of  delightful  entertainment.  Youth 
members  of  your  congregation  are  especially  urged  to 
attend. 

Dr.  Will  Andress,  the  choir’s  director,  said  this  will  be  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  young  people  interested  in  joining 


the  Centenary  Choir  to  audition. 

The  Choir  itinerary  includes:  First  UMC,  DeRidder,  7:30 
p.m.,  Jan.  23;  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Crowley,  7:30 
p.m.,  Jan.  24;  Music  Hall  Auditorium,  USL,  First  UMC 
hosting,  Hammond,  7:30  p.m.,  Jan.  25;  First  UMC,  Slidell, 
7:30  p.m.,  Jan.  26;  Munholland  Memorial  UMC,  Metairie, 
7:30  p.m.,  Jan.  27  and  Jan.  28  at  8:30  and  10:50  a  m.;  and 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Jan.  28, 6  p.m. 


UM  Men  Finance  Toll  Free  Upper  Room  Prayer  Line 


David  Dietzel  of  Pineville,  La.  was  one 
of  67  United  Methodist  men  attending  a 
national  meeting  on  prayer  at  The  Upper 
Hoorn  in  Nashville  Nov.  30-Dec.  3. 

The  United  Methodist  Men  (UMM) 
organization  is  launching  a  national 
emphasis  on  prayer  in  cooperation  with 
The  Upper  Hoorn  Living  Prayer  Center. 

All  but  5  of  the  73  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  were  represented  by 
"Conference  Prayer  Advocates." 

During  the  meeting,  a  nationwide,  toll- 
free  telephone  line  paid  for  by  the  UMM 
was  installed.  The  800-251-2468  number  is 
to  be  used  to  call  in  prayer  requests. 

More  than  $10,120  has  been  raised  by 
local  church  UMM  and  other 
contributors  for  the  telephone  line. 

According  to  national  UMM  staff 


member  Jim  Snead,  "Nothing  in  my 
experience  has  caught  the  interest  of  our 
men  as  this  project  has."  The  first 
objective  of  the  UMM  organization 
stated  in  the  "Book  of  Discipline"  is  "to 
engage  daily  in  Bible  study  and  prayer.' ' 

The  Conference  Prayer  Advocates 
agreed  to  advertise  the  toll-free  number, 
to  encourage  United  Methodist  Men  to 
financially  support  the  telephone  line,  to 
encourage  prayer  covenant  groups,  and 
to  establish  prayer/advocates  at  the 
district  and  local  church  level. 

The  advocates  were  challenged  to 
establish  800  covenant  prayer  groups 
across  the  nation  and  to  encourage  at 
least  1,000  men  to  read  the  Bible  in  its 
entirety  during  1979  using  an  American 


Bible  Society  plan  available  from  UMM. 

The  Living  Prayer  Center,  opened  in 
April  1977,  has  about  240  chartered 
covenant  groups  which  relay  and  receive 
requests  for  prayer  from  the  Center. 

Danny  Morris,  director  of  The  Upper 
Hoorn  Prayer  Ministry,  says  about  1,000 
prayer  requests  are  received  each  month 
by  telephone,  mail,  "walk- ins, ".and  from 
the  covenant  groups  themselves.  Phone 
number  for  the  center  (not  toll-tree)  is 
615/327-HOPE. 

"As  these  men  recruit  district  and 
local  church  prayer  advocates,  we  see 
the  establishment  of  a  whole  new 
communications  system  in  the  church 
through  men,"  Morris  said.  The  men  are 
providing  support  to  the  Center  by 
contributing  $10  for  one  call  a  week. 


Morris  said  the  program  will  hopefully 
give  a  "masculine  presence"  to  prayer  in 
the  home  and  the  church.  "Men  have  not 
taken  leadership  in  this  area  nearly  to 
the  degree  that  women  have,"  he  said. 
"We  hope  to  see  men  take  their  place 
alongside  women  to  work  for  a  renewal 
ol  prayer  and  devotion  in  the  local 
church." 

While  in  Nashville,  the  men  attended 
the  famous  "Grand  Ole  Opry."  As  a 
group  they  were  recognized  during  the 
performance  and  were  congratulated  on 
their  establishment  of  the  new  nation 
wide  toll-free  telephone  line.  The 
announcement  was  made  on  WSM  radio 
and  an  acknowledgement  which  Morris 
said  has  "kept  the  line  busy  ever  since. 


Around  The  Conference 

Centennial  Celebrated  At  Elizabeth  UMC 


ELIZABETH  —  Hopewell  UMC,  of  the 
Elizabeth  Charge,  recently  celebrated 
100  years  of  recorded  history.  The  actual 
years  of  service  date  back  approximately 
125  years. 

The  Centennial  celebration  began  with 
a  song  service  featuring  the  Worsham 
Family  Singers  of  Deer  Park,  Texas. 
Several  local  groups  also  participated. 


Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin; 
(left  to  right).  Rev.  C.  A.  Jordan, 
pastor;  and  Rev.  Byrl  Morleland 
at  the  celebrations. 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Shamblin, 
Lake  Charles  District  Superintendent 
Byrl  Moreland  and  former  pastors  and 
their  wives  were  honored  guests. 

The  special  service  was  highlighted 
with  a  brief  history  of  the  church  and 
recognition  of  those  present  who  had 
been  members  ol  the  church  for  50  years. 

Bishop  Shamblin  and  Hev.  Moreland 
led  the  congregation  in  the  dedication  ol 
the  recently  completed  fellowship  hall. 

Hev.  C.  A.  Jordan,  pastor,  spoke  and 
the  ceremonies  were  concluded  with  an 
old  fashioned  dinner  on  the  grounds. 

‘Love  And  Marriage ’ 

FHANKL1N  —  Members  ol  First 
Church  here  learned  about  "Love  and 
Marriage"  from  a  study  course  the 
pastor,  Hichard  Hoffpauir,  recently 
taught. 

They  also  learned  about  "The  Bible 
and  New  Lile  For  the  Church"  from  a 
course  taught  by  Dr.  Albert  S.  Hurley,  a 
retired  minister. 

In  Memorial n 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Funeral  services 
lor  Fae  Louise  Daves,  a  retired 


executive  director  ol  St.  Mark's 
Community  Center,  were  held  Jan.  4  at 
St.  Mark's  UMC,  Miss  Daves  died  at  the 
Baptist  Hospital  Jan.  2.  She  was  8U. 


scroll  and  an  engraved  plaque. 

A  lormer  farmer  and  merchant,  he 
moved  to  Porte  Barre  in  1922.  He  joined 
the  church  soon  alter  moving  to  the  town. 


Celebration  Of  Joy 

ALEXANDRIA  —  A  Worship 
Celebration  of  Faith  and  Joy  was  held  in 
Alexandria  Jan.  16  as  a  part  ol  the 
Annual  Assembly  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference. 

Dr.  Nelson  H.  Smith,  pastor  ol  the  New 
Pilgrim  Baptist  Church  in  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  spoke  at  the  celebration  at  the 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church. 

Bishop  Gerard  Frey,  Catholic  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese  of  Latayette,  presided. 


Treasurer  Retired 

PORTE  BAHHE  -  E.  D.  Bruner  Sr 
was  honored  at  the  Porte  Barre  UMC 
annual  Christmas  Pageant  and 
Fellowship  recently.  After  serving  over 
5U  years  as  Church  treasurer,  he  is 
retiring.  Mr.  Bruner  was  presented  a 
resolution  of  thanks  in  the  form  ol  a 


E.  D.  BRUNER 
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Concern  over  mistakes  shouldn’t 
stymie  China  mission  initiatives 


Majority  favors  UMC  involvement  with  TV 


Speaking  about  the  stance  American 
United  Methodism  will  take  in  relation  to 
any  future  missionary  effort  in  the 
People's  Republic  of’  China,  a  high 
mission  official  recently  said:  "  .  if 
any  bridges  are  to  be  built,  they  must  be 
,  initiated  by  the  Chinese  church,  not  by 
l  us”  tseeTM/UMR.  Jan.  5). 

The  comment  was  made  within  the 
context  of  a  statement  which  pointed  out 
that  there  already  is  a  Christian  church 
•  in  China,  which  has  survived  the 
i  revolution  of  the  past  30  years  and  which 
:  is  capable  of  still  ‘‘calling  its  own  shots.  ‘  ’ 
We  cannot  deny  the  basic  truth  of  that 
statement:  (1)  It  would  be  not  onlv 
presumptuous,  but  ridiculous  theo¬ 
logically,  for  American  churches  to 
act  as  if  they  believe  Americans  must 
‘‘take  Christianity”  to  China.  Chinese 
Christians,  although  a  small  minority, 
are  being  the  church  in  China  regardless 
of  whether  or  not  American  Christians 
ever  again  set  foot  on  Chinese  soil.  After 
years  of  hostility  toward  Christianity, 
this  time  of  “new  beginnings"  in  China 
holds  new  possibilities  for  persons  of 
religious  belief.  (2)  The  day  of  Christian 
missionaries  being  uninvited  guests  in 
China  or  anywhere  else  is  largely,  and 


rightfully,  gone  An  American  missionary 
presence  in  China  is  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Chinese  government  and  people 

At  the  same  time,  however,  we  hope 
when  we  say  that  if  bridges  are  to  be  built 
they  must  be  “initiated  by  the  Chinese." 
we  are  not  signaling  an  attitude  of 
neglect  or  indifference  in  the  name  of 
sovereign  respect. 

We  believe  it  is  not  only  proper,  but 
important  that  the  American  churches 
"initiate"  whatever  is  possible  toward 
the  encouragement  of  Christian  belief  in 
China  We  believe  the  oft-cited  danger  of 
"religious  imperialism”  in  China,  under 
the  watchful  eye  of  the  Chinese 
government,  is  a  ‘‘paper  tiger” 
compared  to  the  danger  that  American 
Christians  will  fail  to  offer  help  where  it 
is  needed  because  of  some  misplaced 
fear  of  "coming  on  too  strong”  or 
“repeating  the  errors  of  the  past.” 

It  would  be  a  shame  if  renewed 
relations  with  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China  were  to  be  more  marked  by  the 
presence  of  the  Coca-Cola  Company 
(which  has  already  taken  the 
“initiative"  to  sell  its  product  in  China) 
than  by  increased  "initiative”  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  there. 


Marriage  vows  not  rape  license 


The  recent  trial  in  Oregon  of  a  man 
.  accused  of  raping  his  wife  has  called  to 
national  public  attention  the  problem  of 
.  battered  wives  in  our  society  — 
particularly  those  subjected  to  sexual 
battery. 

While  in  that  specific  case  a  jury  found 
the  accused  husband  innocent,  the  very 
fact  that  the  charges  could  be  brought  to 
court  is  significant.  Only  a  few  states 
have  laws  which  recognize  rape  as  a 
possibility  within  marriage,  and  the 
Oregon  trial  is  a  landmark  case  because 
a  husband  has  never  before  gone  to  trial 
under  such  charges. 

We  believe  such  laws  are  both 
important  and  greatly  needed  in  our 
society.  Just  as  the  law  protects 
members  of  a  family  from  other  forms  of 
physical  assault,  sexual  assault  and 
abuse  by  either  partner  in  a  marriage 
against  the  other  should  not  be  permitted 
by  law. 

As  Christians,  concerned  for  the  rights 
and  human  dignity  of  all  persons,  we 
hope  United  Methodists  everywhere  will 
support  in  their  state  legislation  which 
rejects  the  idea  that  a  marriage  license 
is  a  license  for  violent  sexual  abuse. 

In  addition,  we  hope  the  publicity 
surrounding  the  Oregon  trial  will  stir 
discussion  within  Christian  circles  and 
serve  to  combat  many  of  the  myths 
f,  which  have  grown  up  in  our  culture  about 
the  crime  of  rape.  Among  those  myths 
are  the  following: 

•  Rape  is  committed  by  men  out  of  a 
strong  desire  for  sexual  intercourse,  and 
is  often  prompted  by  a  woman’s 
behavior.  Psychiatrists  point  ou*  that  the 
“psychology  of  rape”  is  not  based  in  a 

strong  desire  for  sexual  intercourse  but 
■  in  a  desire  to  hurt  and/or  humiliate  a 
woman  or  women  in  general.  Although 
the  feelings  of  a  rapist  are  being 
expressed  sexually,  rape  is  a  crime 
usually  committed  out  of  a  desire  to 
punish  and  hurt  rather  than  out  of  a 
desire  to  fulfill  normal  sexual  urges.  The 
primary  factor  is  not  the  woman's 
desirability,  but  the  man’s  psychological 
disorder. 

•  A  man  who  is  married  to  a  woman 
has  a  right  to  have  sexual  intercourse 
with  her,  and  therefore  rape  cannot  be 
committed  within  marriage.  Rape 
cannot  be  rationally  sanctioned  —  either 
morally  or  legally  —  as  being  within  the 
legitimate  prerogative  of  a  married 
person.  In  a  Christian  sense,  marriage  is 
a  covenant  sealed  before  God  in  which 
two  persons  pledge  their  lives  to  each 
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other.  Such  a  pledge,  however,  does  not 
give  “ownership”  of  either  person  over 
the  other.  To  use  the  marriage  vows  to 
justify  forced  and  often  brutal  sexual 
intercourse  is  a  sacrilege.  The  marriage 
vows  are  not  based  in  “rights"  but  are 
based  in  mutual  consent,  respect  and 
love. 

We  hope  Christians  everywhere  will 
take  the  time  to  consider  the  issue  of  rape 
within  marriage.  Some  psychologists 
estimate  that  as  many  as  400,000  women 
a  year  are  subjected  to  such  treatment  in 
our  nation. 

As  with  the  whole  problem  of  battered 
wives,  we  believe  awareness  of  the 
situation  is  the  first  step  toward  dealing 
seriously  in  our  society  with  this  issue. 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

Fifty-eight  percent  of  those  responding 
to  TM/UMR  s  recent  "Question  Box" 
survey  favor  Charles  Cappleman’s  idea 
for  the  UMC  to  consider  purchasing  and 
operating  radio  and  television  stations 
and.  thereby,  also  attaining  the  means  to 
produce  programs  for  radio  and 
television  which  reflect  Christian  values 
(see  ‘‘Box  Score"  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

Mr,  Cappleman  stated  that  television 
has  "become  the  main  enculturing  tool  of 
our  society”  and  that  mainline 
Protestant  influence  on  television 
programming  "is  almost  invisible.”  He 
added  that  "we  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  not  even  in  this  television 
ballgame.”  His  proposal  was  aimed  at 
getting  the  UMC  involved  in  this 
"ballgame.” 

The  "Question  Box”  survey  pertaining 
to  Mr.  Cappleman's  proposal  produced  a 
total  of  577  responses,  a  smaller  number 
than  in  most  previous  surveys.  However, 
most  surveys  in  the  past  involved  issues 
which  were  much  more  controversial, 
and  the  level  of  controversy  relating  to 
an  issue  tends  to  determine  the  level  of 
reader  response. 

Ministers,  as  a  group,  responded  most 
favorably  to  Mr.  Cappleman's  proposal, 
with  72%  in  favor  and  62%  expressing  a 
willingness  to  offer  financial  support  for 
the  undertaking.  Laywomen  offered  the 
least  favorable  response,  with  51% 
favoring  Mr.  Cappleman’s  proposal  and 
44%  opposing  it.  The  response  of  laymen 
to  the  proposal  was  almost  identical  to 
the  total  response. 

"Selling  stock”  was  the  most  preferred 
method  of  raising  initial  funds  to 
implement  the  proposal  (44%),  followed 
by  the  solicitation  of  voluntary 
contributions  (32%).  Only  14%  suggested 
that  any  funds  for  the  project  be  raised 
by  apportionments  to  local  churches, 
and  many  readers  added  comments 
vehemently  opposing  new  appor¬ 
tionments  for  a  program  of  this 
type.  However,  nearly  half  of  those 
responding  expressed  a  willingness  to 
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make  a  personal  contribution  should 
such  a  program  be  launched.  And  a 
significant  number  of  readers  suggested 
combining  several  means  of  raising  the 
necessary  initial  funds. 

Ministers  made  up  a  larger  percentage 
of  respondents  to  this  survey  than  usual 
(24%),  and  the  average  age  ot  persons 
responding  was  considerably  higher  than 
in  most  previous  surveys. 

Many  of  the  persons  who  responded 
negatively  to  Mr.  Cappleman’s  proposal 
did  so  not  on  the  basis  of  the  idea  itself, 
but  because  they  lack  confidence  in  the 
national  leadership  of  the  church  to 
carry  out  such  a  task  effectively.  Many 
respondents  also  pointed  to  the 
unresolved  lawsuits  against  the  church 
related  to  the  Pacific  Homes  retirement 
system  in  California  as  reason  for  the 
church  not  to  become  involved  in  "any 
new  business  ventures." 

Following  is  a  representative  sampling 
of  reader  comments  which  accompanied 
responses  to  the  "Question  Box." 

Station  ownership  supported 

•  A  Falls  Church,  Va.  layman:  "We 
own  a  publishing  house.  We  have  founded 
colleges.  Yes,  we  should  be  in  the  TV 
business  today." 

•  A  Dos  Palos,  Calif,  laywoman:  “How 
can  we  hope  to  reach  today’s  world 
without  using  today’s  technology?" 

•  An  Austin,  Tex.  minister: 
"Television  is  our  generation’s  mission 
field." 

•  A  West  Palm  Beach,  Florida 
layman:  "With  hard  promotion  taking 
place  for  all  commodities,  we  can’t  wait 
for  people  to  come  to  us.  Ours  is  the 
greatest  message  people  will  ever  hear. 
Let’s  promote  it!” 

•  A  Mishawaka,  Ind.  minister: 
“Others  have  shown  the  viability  and 
effectiveness  of  this  contemporary  form 
of  witnessing  and  evangelism." 

•  An  Oliver  Springs,  Tenn.  minister: 
"We  are  long  overdue  in  acting  in  this 
area.” 

•  A  Slayton,  Minn,  lay  couple:  "We 
think  this  would  also  help  to  make  other 
stations  and  networks  clean  up  their 
programming." 

•  An  Atlanta,  Ga.  layman:  "Any 
decline  in  the  morality  of  a  society  is  the 
result  of  the  church  being  unable  to  ‘get 
the  message  across.’  Jesus  would  use 
TV,  I  am  sure." 

Station  ownership  opposed 

•A  San  Jose,  Calif,  layman:  "The 
church  should  deal  with  people  as 
directly  as  possible,  and  radio  and  TV 
should  be  ranked  far  below  personal 
contact  as  the  way  to  reach  people." 

•  An  Alexandria,  La.  minister:  "This 
would  only  give  the  uncontrolled, 
unresponsive  leaders  on  our  general 
boards  a  new  propaganda  tool  and 
outlet." 

•  A  Norman,  Okla.  laywoman:  "From 
past  experience,  I’m  afraid  the  general 


The  Box  Score 

Results  of  the  "Question  Box”  survey  published  in  TM/UMR’s 
December  15, 1978  issue.  577  total  responses. 

Charles  Cappleman.  president  of  United  Methodist  Communications  and  a 
television  network  executive,  has  proposed  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
"seriously  investigate  the  ownership  of  radio  and  television  stations"  as  a  means 
of  influencing  the  radio  and  television  industries.  Readers  were  asked  to  respond 
to  his  proposal  via  the  following  questions: 

1.  Do  you  favor  the  idea  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  purchasing  and 
operating  radio  and  television  stations  and,  thereby,  also  producing  programs 
for  television  which  reflect  Christian  values? 

a.  58%  Yes. 

b.  36%  No. 

c.  6%  Uncertain. 

2.  If  a  decision  was  made  for  the  UMC  to  purchase  one  or  more  radio  and 
television  stations,  do  you  believe  funds  to  pay  for  the  initial  cost  should  be  raised 
by  ( some  readers  checked  more  than  one  method ) : 

a.  44%  Selling  stock, 

b.  32%  Solicitation  of  voluntary  contributions  from  church  members. 

c.  14%  Apportionments  to  local  churches. 

d.  12%  Uncertain. 

e.  16%  Object  to  any  type  of  funding  for  such  a  project. 

3.  If  a  plan  were  approved  for  the  UMC  to  purchase  one  or  more  radio  and 
television  stations  and  the  capability  to  produce  television  programs,  would  you 
be  willing  to  make  a  personal  contribution  toward  the  initial  purchase  price? 

a.  49%  Yes. 

b.  39%  No. 

c.  12%  Uncertain. 

Respondents :  40%  Laymen  36%  Laywomen  24%  Ministers 

Age  group  of  respondents:  19-36  36-50  51-64  65  &  over 

13%  25%  33%  29% 


church’s  idea  of  ‘Christian  values’ 
might  not  reflect  mine.” 

•  A  Lyons,  N.  Y.  layman:  "I  feel  that 
the  UMC  is  already  involved  in  too  many 
business  activities.  I'm  in  favor  of  buying 
time  for  special  worthwhile  radio  or  TV 
programs,  but  not  getting  involved  in  the 
business  of  buying  and  running 
stations.” 

•  A  Lexington,  Ky  layman:  “The 
church  should  stay  out  of  business 
ventures.  This  would  fail  like  the 
retirement  homes  in  California,  etc.” 

•A  Connellsville,  Pa.  layman:  "This 
‘boob-tube*  religion  is  emptying  our 
churches  as  people  forsake  the 
assemblying  of  themselves  together  to 
worship  as  Christians.  Many  also  use  ‘TV 
religion’  as  an  excuse  to  stay  home 
Sunday  mornings  to  get  an  early  start  for 
other  activities.” 

•  A  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  laywoman:  "I 
favor  the  UMC  supporting  the  fourth 
major  network  -  C.B.N.  -  the  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network.” 

•  A  Northern  New  Mexico  layman:  "If 
folks  wanted  our  fare  they  would  be 
flocking  into  our  churches.  They  aren't. 
This  is  where  we  should  present  our 
message,  if  any.  Until  we  can  succeed  in 
our  Sunday  Schools,  we  sure  can't  hope 
to  succeed  on  national  television.” 

Methods  of  financing 

•  A  Dallas,  Tex.  minister:  "There  are 
plenty  of  United  Methodists  who  could 
and  would  purchase  stock.  The  whole 
operation  should  pay  its  own  way." 


Entry  into  ‘ television  ballgame’ supported 


To  the  Editor 

Charles  Cappleman.  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Communications, 
challenges  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  own  and  operate  affiliate  radio  and 
television  stations.  To  do  so  would  enter 
the  United  Methodist  Church  into  the  real 
world  of  technological  communication  by 
electronic  media,  and  permit  the  church 
to  have  an  impact  in  future  production 
and  interpretation  of  programming  by 
radio  and  television. 

A  cultural  handicap  of  a  mainline 
denomination  is  its  subtle  tendency  to  be 
a  caretaker  of  past  theological,  social 
and  cultural  expressions  of  the  Christian 
faith.  Para-church  movements,  not 
limited  to  a  cultural  expression 
becoming  gradually  outmoded,  are  freer 
to  use  the  latest  technological  means, 
including  electronic  media.  Some 
spokespersons  from  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions  may  readily  admit  the  importance  of 
television  for  communication  in  public  af¬ 
fairs  and  entertainment,  but  scorn  the 
efforts  or  theological  stances  of  religious 
broadcasters.  A  "sour  grapes”  approach 
has  never  been  an  effective  method  to 
win  influence  among  the  public,  who  are 
not  emotionally  tied  to  the  past  and  are 
ready  to  accept  a  program  on  its  own 
merits. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  represents  the  largest  religious 
print  media  enterprise  in  the  world. 
When  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
founded  the  Methodist  Book  Concern, 
now  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  in  St.  George’s  Church  in 
Philadelphia  in  1789.  print  media  was  the 
contemporary  form  of  reaching  the 
public  and  circumventing  the  status  quo 
culture.  The  rise  of  education  and 
literacy  permitted  the  growth  of  new 
economic  and  political  and  religious 
organizations,  parallel  to  the  existing 
institutions  With  the  rise  of  electric 
media,  organizations  that  do  not  reckon 
with  film,  radio  and  television  cannot 
keep  pace  with  cultural  changes. 

Some  creative  United  Methodist 
persons  and  groups  are  already 
communicating  through  religious  film, 
recordings,  radio  or  television,  but  as  a 
denomination  we  are  not  mobilized  for 
the  electronic  age.  In  a  free  society 
religious  television  is  more  effective  in 
encouraging  personal  faith  than  in 
supporting  past  or  present  theological  or 
social  positions  or  controversial  issues 
Each  listener  before  his  TV  set  has 
power  through  turning  the  dial  or  knob  to 
receive  or  reject  any  program  or 
position.  Electronic  communication  has 


furnished  new  power  for  the  common 
person,  and  new  realignments  are 
quickly  possible  through  its  presence  in  a 
free  society.  I  urge  support  of  the 
proposal  of  Charles  Cappleman  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  enter  the 
"television  ballgame." 

Virgil  Megill 

East  Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania 

At  last! 

To  the  Editor: 

At  last  a  voice  has  been  heard  and 
publicity  has  been  given  to  a  proposal  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  get 
involved  in  radio-television  ministry  that 
goes  beyond  inane  sign-on  and  sign-off 
devotionals  and  obscure  co-sponsorship 
of  documentaries  such  as  "Six  American 
Families."  Your  editorial  of  December 
15  featuring  the  Question  Box  on  Mr 
Charles  Cappleman's  proposal  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  “seriously 
investigate  the  ownership  of  radio  and 
television  stations”  really  rang  a  bell  for 
me. 

For  over  five  years  I  have  talked  with 
United  Methodist  communicators  and 
secular  radio-television  personnel 
seeking  support  for  greater  participation 
in  the  media.  Thus  far  I  have  received 
little  encouragement.  Almost  everyone  I 
have  talked  to  says  the  cost  versus  the 
returns  makes  production  unattractive, 
if  not  unthinkable. 

Yet.  each  person  has  admitted  the 
impact  of  shows  such  as  "Oral  Roberts," 
‘‘Rex  Humbard”  and  “Billy 
Graham"  is  great  and  that  there  is  money 
associated  with  their  airing.  It  is  also 
admitted  that  the  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network  is  nationwide  and  growing. 
Also,  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
does  heavily  sponsor  audio-visual 
production. 

I  strongly  support  Mr.  Cappleman’s 
proposal  and  I  hope  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  seriously  consider  the 
impact  it  could  have  through  a  united 
radio  and  television  ministry.  After  all,  if 
non-mainline  denominations  can  afford 
to  do  it  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  feels  it  justifies  the  cost,  then 
surely  the  United  Methodist  Church 
should  get  involved. 

Charles  Spence 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 
Ten  reasons  for  l  M (' 
not  lo  own  T\  stations 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  strongly  opposed  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  undertaking  the 
ownership  of  radio  and  television 
stations  at  this  time,  not  because  it  isn't  a 
good  idea,  but  for  the  following  reasons: 


1.  The  structure  of  the  UMC  has 
become  so  complicated  and  almost 
incomprehensible  that  I  think  it  unwise 
to  add  any  further  commissions  or 
involvements  in  the  communications 
industry. 

2.  Insofar  as  I  know,  those  churches 
which  have  successfully  established 
television  networks  are  pretty  much 
independent  churches  which  do  not  have 
a  tremendous  hierarchy  to  support. 

3.  The  UMC  has  become  so 
cumbersome  in  structure  that  funds 
contributed  by  local  church  members 
are  often  used  for  esoteric  purposes  for 
which  they  were  not  intended  by  the 
givers. 

4.  The  organization  of  the  UMC  has 
become  spotted  with  persons  who  are  not 
equal  to  the  tasks  to  which  they  have 
been  appointed,  resulting  in  mismanage¬ 
ment  of  efforts,  and  funds. 

5.  At  this  particular  time,  one  national 
church  agency  has  a  multimillion  dollar 
lawsuit  pending  against  it  and  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference  has 
several  lawsuits  pending  against  it. 
Consequently,  I  think  that  any  "sale  of 
stock”  should  be  used  to  accomplish  an 
out  of  court  settlement  as  soon  as 
possible  and  that  this  matter  should  be 
taken  care  of  first  before  any  further 
projects  are  undertaken. 

6.  I  think  it  extremely  important  to 
demonstrate  the  functioning  of  Christian 
principles  in  church  work  before 
undertaking  to  convince  others. 

^  7.  Members  of  local  churches  are 
besieged  with  requests  for  funds  in 
addition  to  their  regular  pledges.  Almost 
every  Sunday  there  is  a  request  for 
additional  giving  and  sometimes  two 
requests  on  the  same  Sunday.  Some 
members  become  very  weary  of  these 
continual  requests  and  think  that  much 
better  use  should  be  made  of  the  funds 
which  are  given. 

8  While  there  may  be  top  qualified 
people  to  launch  a  new  project,  there  are 
not  always  the  same  type  of  qualified 
people  available  to  carry  it  on  later. 

9.  One  excellent  television  special  on 
the  subject  of  "World  Hunger"  in  all  of 
its  phases  was  shown  once  on  PBS  on  the 
Sunday  after  Thanksgiving  about  two  or 
three  years  ago.  It  was  narrated  by  Hugh 
Downs  and  was  the  most  complete 
comprehensive  treatment  of  the  subject 
which  I  have  seen.  I  believe  it  was 
produced  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  certainly  must  have  cost  a 
great  deal  of  money  to  make  It  is  a  film 
which  could  be  shown  two  or  three  times 
a  year,  every  year.  I  have  written  to  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  to 


United  Methodist  headquarters  about 
this  but  have  received  no  reply  from 
either  source. 

10.  The  UM  Discipline  is  very  much  in 
need  of  revision  and  simplification. 

Leila  A.  Lunden 

Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  California 

TV  m  ust  be  involved 

in  the  eh  urch’s  ministry 

To  the  Editor: 

Television  is  the  most  effective  means 
of  communication  in  the  world  today, 
especially  in  the  United  States.  The 
church  simply  must  capture  this  medium 
as  a  part  of  its  ministry  and  outreach. 

Television  goes  over  the  prison  wall, 
and  through  the  closed  door.  It  reaches 
the  lonely  shut-in  and  the  child  being 
raised  in  a  non-Christian  home.  It  goes 
into  the  hospital  ward.  It  goes 
everywhere. 

Television  is  changing  the  moral 
standards  of  our  nation.  As  a  people,  we 
are  more  willing  to  accept  unacceptable 
behavior  because  we  saw  it  on  television 
and  assumed  with  our  children  that 
everybody  is  doing  it.  As  Christians,  we 
must  guard  against  the  immoral 
influence  of  television.  As  a  church,  we 
must  offer  the  world  an  alternative. 

W.  H.  "Skip"  Hunt 
Tampa,  Florida 

A  sorely  needed  emphasis 

To  the  Editor: 

It  seems  to  me  the  so-called 
"mainline”  churches  have  neglected 
their  opportunities  to  use  the  media.  A 
good  presentation  of  modern,  intelligent 
Christianity  is  sorely  needed  to 
counteract  the  reactionaries  and  the 
religion-is-big-business-and-big-money 
programs.  This  is  an  area  of  evangelism 
in  which  the  United  Methodist  Church 
should  participate.  Surely,  we  have  a  lot 
to  offer. 

Elizabeth  C.  Dedolph 
Reno,  Nevada 


tkf  other  school  system 

A  televitlon  series  for  volunteer  teachers 
hosted  by  Art  Llnkletter  and  J one  Jayroe 

Now  available  on  one-half  inch  VHS 
vldeocossettes  for  teacher  training 
$595.00 

Twelve  30-minute  VHS  videocassettes 
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•A  Harrison,  Tenn.  layman:  "Sell 
stock  to  finance  it.  Let  those  participate 
who  choose  to  do  so.  and  then  run  it  as  a 
business." 

•  A  Vermont  minister:  "If  stock  were 
sold,  I’d  invest  in  such  a  station. 
Voluntary  contributions  could  be  used 
also  Many  other  UMs  would  also 
participate.  I  think.” 

•  A  West  Virginia  minister:  "Church 
folks  are  already  complaining  about  high 
apportionments.  Also,  I  do  not  believe  a 
church  should  be  in  the  business  of 
selling  stock." 

•  A  Naperville,  Ill.  minister: 
"Apportionments  reflect  our  priorities.  I 
also  think  there  would  and  could  be 
numerous  contributions." 

•  An  83-year  old  Troy,  Mo.  laywoman: 
"I  think  any  Christian  means  of  raising 
funds  should  be  used.  Thanks  for  the 
opportunity  to  express  my  concern  and 
give  me  a  chance  to  ‘get  in  the  game’.” 

Would  you  contribute  personally? 

•  A  Chicago  layman:  "One  way  of 
serving  Christ  is  by  contributing  to 
ministries  such  as  this.  I  would  thank 
God  for  the  opportunity.  ’’ 

•  An  Alden,  Minn,  laywoman:  “My 
contribution  would  have  to  be  small,  but 
it  would  be  willingly  given." 

•  A  Canton,  Ohio  laywoman:  "^Ve 
couldn’t  afford  a  huge  sum,  but  would 
certainly  do  our  best  for  regular  monthly 
support.” 

•  A  Marilla,  N.  Y.  layman:  "Yes,  if  I 
had  a  promise  of  good  programs  and 
advertising.  But  I  don’t  think  we  should 
nag  people  like  some  church  TV 
programs  do.  I  feel  people  will  give  if 
they  are  able  ’’ 

•  A  Casa  Grande,  Ariz.  minister:  "I’m 
sure  this  would  have  wide  appeal  among 
laypersons.” 

•  A  San  Francisco  layman:  "I  would 
make  'a  contribution  toward  the 
production  of  TV  programs,  but  not 
toward  owning  a  station.” 

•  A  Glenhope,  Pa.  layman:  “There  are 
plenty  of  Christian  programs  already  on 
radio  and  TV.  I  believe  our  UM  dollars 
can  be  more  wisely  spent  on  the 
programs  we  already  have," 

•  A  Butte,  Mont,  laywoman: 
"Definitely  not.  I  feel  resentment  against 
those  who  sell  and  'merchandise' 
religion." 

•  An  Ellisville,  Mo.  laywoman:  "I 
believe  more  money  should  be  left  in  the 
local  congregations  so  they  can  have 
more  activities  and  recreation  to  bring 
the  members  together  and  be  a  closer 
family  of  God.  Then  we  would  have  more 
personal  contact  and  need  less  TV." 


Classified 


BLACK  PULPIT  KOBE  John  Wesley  style,  like 
new.  100  percent  dacron  polyester,  velvet  panels,  red 
trim,  custom  made  t 6  ft  ,  150  lbs  i  ,  two  reversible 
satin  stoles  '4  colors,  to  symbols)  $210  (save  $100 
( 311 1 0-12  11756  for  arrangements 


CANDLER  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY  will  appoint  a 
professor  of  homiletics  who  mosl  adequately 
embodies  the  following  criteria  combines  advanced 
academic  competence  in  theory  and  practice  with 
effective  communication  skills,  situates  preaching 
in  the  total  life  of  the  church,  including  worship  and 
mission,  relates  homiletics  to  the  disciplines  of  theo¬ 
logical  inquiry.  Is  committed  too  collegial  teaching 
style,  and  demonstrates  capacity  to  evoke  creativity 
and  substance  from  students 
Appointment  beginning  Fall,  197 !t,  rank  and  salary 
negotiable  Submit  dossiers  by  Feb  15,  1W79.  to  Prof 
L  E  Keck.  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Emory 
University.  Atlanta.  GA  .30322  >404)  329-6333 
AA/EOE 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  Director  needed  by  June  I.  1979  or  earlier 
Degree  in  Christian  Education  or  the  equivalent  in 
experience  required  Send  complete  resume,  photo 
and  references  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P 
O  Box  809.  Fort  Myers.  Florida  33902 


SPEND  EASTER  IN  JERUSALEM  on  to  day  Israel, 
Egypt,  Jordan.  Greece  tour  departing  April  6 
Brochure  from  Rev  F'rank  Brainard,  Box  68,  Niles, 
Ohio  44446 


DIRECTOR/MINISTER  TO  YOUTH  A  large  metro¬ 
politan  church  has  opening  for  an  experienced 
Director  or  Minister  lo  Youth  Excellent  fringe  bene¬ 
fits,  salary  negotiable  Mail  picture  with  resume  to 
Personnel  Committee,  P  O  Box  22013,  Houston,  Tex. 
77027 


D  C  E  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  in  church 

of  1350  members  Great  staff  and  congregation  Ex¬ 
perience  needed,  Please  send  resume  and  photo.  F'irst 
United  Methodist  Church,  P  O  Box  1317,  Bradenton, 
Fla  3)306 


EDUCATION  COORDINATOR  4000-member  church 
needs  trained  and  experienced  person  to  direct  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Division,  work  with  Minister  of  Youth,  and 
coordinate  entire  education  program  Salary  negotia 
ble  Contact  Broadmoor  UMC,  10230  Mollylea,  Baton 
Rouge,  La  70813 


MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  lo  assume  program  and  leadership  roles  Out¬ 
standing  facilities  Church  of  1600  members  in  beauti¬ 
ful  lake  region  Salary  commensurate  with  back¬ 
ground  and  experience  Send  inquiry  with  resume  to 
Rev  Donald  M  Mackav.  Beymer  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church.  700  N  Lake  Howard  Drive,  Winter 
Haven.  Fla  33880  _ 
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Superman  dubbed  6 Messiah  in  blue  tights’ 


VALLEY  FORGE.  Pa.  ( RNS)  - 
Dramatists  and  actors  who  portray 
Jesus  ought  to  learn  something  from 
the  screen  portrayal  of  Superman, 
suggests  Philip  E.  Jenks.  editor  of 
“The  American  Baptist"  magazine. 

In  an  editorial  in  the  February  issue 
entitled  “Messiah  in  Blue  Tights." 
Mr.  Jenks  writes  that  "people  are 
fascinated  by  Superman  not  because 
he  is  super,  but  because  he  is  a 
superbeing  who  acts  human.  He  is  no 
aloof,  unapproachable  person  who  is 
removed  from  the  aches,  pains,  and 
emotions  of  humanness  —  and  that 
makes  him  all  the  more  super. " 

‘TV  Jesus  never  sweats’ 

The  editor  comments  that  "for  the 
most  part  (NBC's  "Jesus  of 
Nazareth"  being  a  rare  exception)  the 
Jesus  of  the  tube  never  sweats,  never 
smiles,  and  never  relates  to  people  as 


if  he  has  the  slightest  idea  what  it  is 
like  to  be  the  human  beings  he  has 
come  to  save." 

In  contrast.  Mr  Jenks  says. 
Superman'  "is  a  perfect  balance  of 
just-folks  humanity  and  all-powerful 
being.  In  the  skillful  portrayal  of  actor 
Christopher  Reeve,  the  man  of  steel 
performs  his  miracles  with  a  casual 
warmth.  Even  after  he  has  single- 
handedly  saved  a  portion  of  humanity 
from  destruction  and  resurrected  the 
dead  —  two  singularly  messianic  acts 
—  he  is  as  human  and  as 
approachable  as  your  next  door 
neighbor." 

The  editor  reflects  that  "on 
balance,  despite  the  fact  that  people 
who  haven't  darkened  a  church 
doorstep  in  years  are  flocking  to  see 
"Superman,"  Jesus  is  the  superior 
messiah.  The  question  is:  if  it  came 
down  to  the  ultimate  competition. 


would  Jesus  or  Superman  win  the 
academy  award?" 

Plastic  figure  seen 

Mr.  Jenks  feels  that  "for  those  of  us 
who  have  had  a  personal  experience 
with  Jesus,  there  would  be  no  contest. 
For  those  unchurched  people  who  rely 
on  movies  and  TV  shows  for  their 
knowledge  of  messianic  figures, 
however.  I  think  the  competition 
would  be  a  bit  stiffer.  Those  who  seek 
Jesus  only  on  the  screen  are  not  likely 
to  find  him.  They  will  find  only  a 
plastic  figure  seeking  to  portray  a 
God  to  w’hom  we  cannot  relate  —  and 
Superman  will  be  a  preferable 
alternative." 

The  American  Baptist  editor  says 
that  "it  may  be  that  television,  with 
its  infatuation  with  melodrama  and 
special  effects,  is  not  capable  of 
portraying  the  real  Jesus  It  would  be 


a  helpful  start,  however,  if  the  TV 
Jesus  were  portrayed  as  being  just  a 
little  more  human.  That  would  be  an 
important  step  toward  making  him 
more  godly  .  " 

Even  the  storyline  of  "Superman" 
has  a  messianic  parallel.  Mr  Jenks 
notes. 

"A  wise,  all-knowing  father  in  the 
sky  looks  down  on  the  earth.  He  sees  a 
torn  and  primitive  planet  badly  in 
need  of  help,  and  he  sends  the  world 
his  only  begotten  son. 

Parallels  cited 

"The  son.  whose  miraculous  arrival 
on  earth  is  heralded  by  a  star  in  the 
heavens,  learns  the  virtues  of  working 
with  his  hands  from  his  adopted 
earthly  dad.  The  lad  grows  in  the 
favor  of  his  friends,  even  as  he  begins 
to  notice  that  he  has  powers  and 
abilities  far  beyond  those  of  mere 
mortals. 


"Finally,  the  boy  senses  that  his 
time  has  come,  and  he  departs  to  the 
barren  wilderness  for  a  time  of 
testing.  While  meditating  in  the 
wilderness,  the  spirit  of  his  other¬ 
worldly  father  prepares  him  for  the 
mission  to  come. 

Evil  forces  launch  struggle 

"Finally,  transfigured  and  self- 
assured.  the  young  man  returns  to 
society,  which  stands  in  awe  of  his 
miracles*  his  goodness,  and  his 
power.  Only  the  forces  of  evil  stand  in 
his  way.  and  these  forces  launch  a 
never-ending  struggle  against 
him  .  .  .” 

Mr.  Jenks  says.  "Movie  makers 
recognize  a  good  plot  when  they  see 
one.  and  this  particular  storyline, 
despite  its  familiarity,  has  found  a 
new  vehicle.  Superman'  has  proven 
to  be  a  critical  and  popular  success." 


Actor  C 
Superman- 


Reeve  as 
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Rights  non-negotiable,’ 
declares  missionary 


By  FRANCES SMITH 
United  Methodist  Communications 

MEMPHIS.  Tenn.  —  Christian 
missionaries  are  not  meant  to  be 
"ipessianic  Lone  Rangers’’  in  the 
struggles  for  human  rights  going  on 
around  the  globe.  For  the  missionary 
human  rights  is  a  "contextual  matter.” 
according  to  a  United  Methodist  minister 
expelled  from  South  Korea  in  1974. 

The  Rev.  George  Ogle,  professor  of 
World  Christianity  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology  in  Atlanta,  led  a  workshop  on 
“The  Missionary  and  Human  Rights”  at 
the  Missionary  Conference  sponsored  by 
the  World  Division,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  here  Jan.  8-13.  The  conference 
theme  "The  Gospel  and  Human  Rights,” 
is  an  interdenominational  mission  study 
theme  for  1979-80. 

Mr.  Ogle  pointed  to  several  “non- 
negotiables”  governing  missionary 
activity  in  the  human  rights  field : 

"The  state  or  secular  authority  does 
not  determine  our  theology  nor  do  our 
exegesis,”  he  said.  "Nor  do  we  negotiate 
the  communion  of  the  saints.  We  are 

Protest  is 
lodged  by 
UM  leader 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  Protest 
against  a  forthcoming  conference  billed 
as  “the  major  marketplace  for  the 
defense  industry"  has  been  voiced  by  a 
United  Methodist  peace  leader. 

“Defense  Technology  ’79,"  scheduled 
for  Feb.  18-21  at  Rosemont,  Ill.,  was 
criticized  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Truitt, 
Janesville,  Ill.,  vice  president  of  the 
church’s  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  chairman  of  the  board’s  World 
Peace  Division.  He  said  the  conference 
“ought  to  make  it  absolutely  clear  to  all 
of  us  how  deeply  we  are  involved  in 
arming  the  world.  " 

Noting  action  by  the  church's  1976 
General  Conference  in  opposition  to  the 
spiraling  sales  of  weapons  and  weapons 
systems,  Mr.  Truitt  declared.  "It  is  a 
moral  outrage  for  a  rich  nation  to  offer 
weapons  for  sale  to  a  starving  world." 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  DMS. 
Inc.,  a  marketing  service  for  weapons 
manufacturers,  and  “Defense  and 
Foreign  Affairs"  magazine  and  is  to 
involve  defense  policy  makers  and 
procurement  officers  from  both  Western 
and  Third  World  nations. 

Mr.  Truitt  added:  "We  should 
probably  be  glad  the  conference  is 
slated,  for  it  brings  into  clear  light  the 
despicable  role  we  are  playing  through 
the  sale  of  more  and  more  weapons  and 
weapons  of  more  and  more  destructive 
power." 


never  isolated  from  other  Christians.” 

"The  human  dignity  of  workers  is  not 
negotiable.”  he  continued.  "The  Korean 
government  said,  ‘Give  us  until  1981. 
When  per  capita  income  reaches  $1,000 
then  we’ll  have  freedoms.’  But  we  say 
'economic  development  must  not  be  at 
the  expense  of  the  misery  and  suffering 
of  workers',”  Mr.  Ogle  said. 

"Those  of  us  involved  in  human  rights 
must  conceive  alternatives  for  industrial 
development  in  places  like  Korea,”  he 
continued.  “The  even  more  difficult  task 
is  to  ask :  what  kind  of  world  are  we  going 
to  build  that  will  make  the  multinationals 
servants  of  the  people,  and  not  just  of 
elites  in  each  country?” 

Components  of  mission  listed 

From  his  10  years  on  an  urban 
industrial  mission  team  in  Korea,  Mr. 
Ogle  listed  five  "components”  of 
missionary  involvement:  location 
alongside  and  with  the  poor,  communion 
with  brothers  and  sisters  who  put 
themselves  alongside  the  poor,  a 
theology  of  taking  sides,  conflict  with 
authority  and  awareness  of  the  multi¬ 
dimensional  economic  system  where 
decisions  are  taken  by  "Mr.  Kim  in  Seoul 
plus  Mr.  Jones  in  New  York.” 

During  the  conference  88  missionaries 
sharing  in  small  groups  reported  how 
people  define  human  rights  in  the 
countries  they  serve.  They  also  explored 
the  biblical  roots  of  human  rights, 
proceeding  from  the  image  of  God  to( 
Jesus'  perception  of  what  it  means  to  be 
human.  Bible  study  was  led  by  Will 
Kennedy  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Missionaries  pointed  out  "elites”  in  all 
countries  want  more  consumer  goods 
and  education.  The  vast  majority  of  the 
people,  however,  value  the  right  to  make 
a  living  and  to  clothe  themselves,  to  have 
enough  to  eat  and  be  free  from  the  fear  of 
arrest.  Latin  American  want  more 
dignity  in  the  home,  a  missionary  to 
Mexico  reported.  In  India  people  want  a 
better  life  for  their  children.  In  many 
countries  inflation  robs  the  poor  and 
elderly,  so  the  right  to  a  stable  currency 
was  mentioned  as  more  important  than 
political  rights. 

Elderly  said  starving 

The  Most  Rev.  Carroll  T.  Dozier, 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Memphis,  said 
in  his  city  "there  are  elderly  people 
practically  starving.  They  have  cut  back 
so  much  on  food  they  are  anemic.  That’s 
an  example  in  Memphis  of  what  human 
rights  must  mean. 

“When  our  government,  in  order  to 
balance  the  budget,  cuts  back  on  those 
programs  that  affect  people.”  said  the 
bishop,  "it  must  be  challenged." 
Meanwhile,  "in  the  sacred  cow  area 
there  is  the  enormity  of  instruments  of 
death  being  multiplied  and  made  more 
dangerous.  If  we  object  to  that,  we  are 
called  traitors,"  he  said. 


People  in  the  news  .... 


Soccer  is  serious  business 

Folks  at  Hermitage  (Tenn.)  United 
Methodist  Church  take  their  soccer 
games  seriously.  All  the  church- 
sponsored  teams  posted  winning 
seasons  and  grade  1-3  Falcons  went 
undefeated.  Eddie  Debord,  a  grade  4-6 
Tornadoes  halfback  told  his  pastor 
they  were  going  to  win  the  big  game 
Saturday.  "I’ve  been  praying  all 
week.”  The  Rev.  Jim  Beasley  replied, 
"Suppose  some  kid  on  the  other  team 
has  been  praying  as  hard  as  you, 
Eddie?”  Eddie  pondered  for  a  long 
time,  then  said,  "Well,  I  guess  we 
would  tie.” 

Puppetry  packs  them  in 

A  skunk,  a  duck  and  a  bear  are 
enticing  ever  larger  crowds  to  Sunday 
school  classes  at  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Carrollton,  Ky.  The 
animals  are  puppets  and  their 
puppeteer  is  Norma  Cardwell.  After 
an  injury  and  operations  made  her 
partially  disabled,  she  said  t’I  prayed 
for  something  to  do.  I  remembered 
my  puppet  shows  and  wondered  if 
they  might  fit  in  with  the  church’s 
Sunday  school."  The  rest  is  history  — 
a  success  story  of  a  creative  venture. 

Mom  and  Pop  to  10,000 

“Mom”  and  "Pop”  to  10,000  boys, 
Betty  and  Emil  Hartl,  retired  from 


Betty  and  Emil  Hartl 


the  job  and  were  honored  at  a 
reception  for  their  46  years  of  service 
at  a  reception  recently  by  more  than 
350  people  at  Morgan  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  of  All 
Nations  in  Boston.  The  Hartls  have 
been  responding  to  the  needs  of 
troubled  youth  since  1933  at  the 
Hayden  Goodwill  Inn  School.  "I’ve 
never  met  a  more  loving  couple."  said 
one  of  the  first  two  boys  to  visit  them 
in  1933,  Lewis  Schultz,  who  is  now  a 
UM  minister. 
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GRAYMOOR,  N.Y.  —  This  poster,  printed  in  both  English  and  Spanish  versions,  is 
being  circulated  to  pastors  and  ecumenical  leaders  throughout  the  U.S.  to  publicize 
the  observance  of  the  1979  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  —  Jan.  18-25.  The  theme 
is,  "Serve  one  another  to  the  glory  of  God.”  (I  Peter  4.  7-11 ). 

Founded  by  Father  Paul  Wattson,  SA,  in  1908,  the  event’s  resources  are  sponsored 
by  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  of  the  National  and  World  Councils  of 
Churches,  in  collaboration  with  the  Graymoor  Ecumenical  Institute,  Graymoor,  N.Y. 
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‘F aith  can’t  simply  be  taught  in  classroom’ 


Religion  bumped  as 
major  marital  problem 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  national 
survey  of  730  marriage  counselors  by  a 
national  magazine  reveals  a  new  pattern 
of  common  marital  problems,  with 
religious  differences  "nowhere  to  be 
seen"  in  the  list  of  the  10  most  common 
problems 

A  decade  ago,  the  three  most  common 
issues  that  pulled  couples  apart  were 
sex,  money,  and  in-laws,  according  to  a 
report  on  the  new  survey  appearing  in 
the  January  Redbook. 

The  10  commonest  marital  problems 
today,  in  order  of  frequency  were  found 
to  be: 

•  A  breakdown  in  communication. 

•  The  loss  of  shared  goals  or  interests. 

•  Sexual  incompatibility. 

•  Infidelity. 

•  The  excitement  or  fun  has  gone  out  of 
the  marriage. 

•  Money. 

•  Conflicts  about  children. 

•  Alcohol  or  drug  abuse 

•  Women’s  equality  issues. 


•  In-laws. 

Commenting  on  the  disappearance  of 
religion  as  a  major  source  of  marital 
problems,  Redbook  observed  that 
"couples  are  more  open;  they’re  more 
willing  to  give  each  other  room  for 
individual  beliefs  and  behavior.” 

"Some  counselors  suggest  too  that 
people  today  are  pairing  off  more  wisely 
than  in  the  past,”  it  said.  “Deeply 
religious  people  are  choosing  mates  who 
share  their  fundamental  ideas  and 
observances;  more-casual  believers  are 
marrying  kindred  souls.  ’  ’ 

The  report  written  by  Claire  Safran 
noted  that  "couples  are  clashing  these 
days  over  issues  that  seldom  came  up  a 
generation  ago." 

Redbook  said  the  1980s  hold  the 
challenge  of  developing  and  sustaining 
marriages  which  meet  the  “insistent, 
growing  demand  for  self-realization,  for 
individual  wholeness,  along  with  what 
used  to  be  called  ‘togetherness.’  ” 


Education  seen  as  pastoral  ministry 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

LUBBOCK,  Tex.  —  If  today’s  church 
goes  on  thinking  that  being  Christian; 
educated  means  “graduating  from 
church  school,”  it  will  go  on  producing 
large  numbers  of  "magna  cum  laude 
atheists,”  a  prominent  religious 
educator  warned  here  last  week. 

True  Christian  education  is  not  a 
matter  of  "knowing  all  about  it”  but 
rather  of  "growing  into  an  experience  of 
God,”  according  to  the  Rev.  John 
Westerhoff,  author,  editor  and  professor 
of  religion  and  education  at  United 
Methodist-related  Duke  University.  And 
that  experience  simply  cannot  be  taught 
in  the  classroom.  It  must  be  nurtured  by 
a  whole  community  of  faith  showing  by 
its  members’  lives  what  it  means  to  be 
Christian. 

"Otherwise,  when  God  comes  again. 
He  will  find  religion  in  the  world  —  but 
will  He  find  faith?”  Dr.  Westerhoff  asked 
in  a  two-lecture  series  for  Northwest 
Texas  conference  pastors  and  local 
church  educators  Jan.  9.  He  delivered 
the  same  series  to  a  similar  group  in 
Amarillo  Jan.  8.  The  series  was 
sponsored  by  the  conference  Work  Area 
on  Education  to  offer  both  a  theological 
grounding  and  some  practical  plans  for 
educational  ministries. 

Calling  on  the  United  Methodists  to  see 
education  once  again  as  a  "pastoral 
ministry,"  as  they  did  in  the  days  of 
early  Methodism,  the  educator  said  in 


recent  years  the  task  of  helping  people 
grow  in  faith  has  been  turned  over  to  the 
professional  educator.  Increasingly  in 
the  1950s  and  ’60s,  major  emphasis  was 
given  to  the  question,  "How  do  we 
teach?”  That  is  still  a  legitimate 
question,  he  said,  and  the  classroom  is 
still  one  legitimate  place.  But  it  is  not  the 
most  important  place.  "And  the  question 
we  are  asking  in  the  ’70s,  ‘Why  do  we 
teach?’  is  a  more  important  question 
than  ‘how.’  ” 

When  persons  are  nurtured  in  faith 
rather  than  just  taught  religion,  Dr. 
Westerhoff  maintains  three  things  will 
happen:  (1)  divine  revelation  will  be 
made  known;  (2)  faith  will  be  enhanced; 
and  (3)  persons  will  be  prepared  for  their 
vocations  in  the  world  —  “and  all 
Christians  have  the  same  vocation, 
although  they  carry  it  out  in  different 
ways.” 

‘Give  revelation  a  chance’ 

To  give  revelation  a  chance  —  help 
persons  have  an  experience  of  God  —  the 
church  must  nourish  intuition  as  well  as 
intellect,  he  said.  Bring  back  the  arts, 
which  “the  Protestant  church  has 
virtually  forced  out,  except  for  music 
and  a  little  drama.”  Take  a  fresh  look  at 
myths,  which  permit  the  Christian  to  say 
boldly,  "This  is  the  way  the  world  is, 
despite  evidence  to  the  contrary  .  " 

Most  importantly,  the  Episcopalian 
educator  said,  a  community  of  Christians 
can  know  and  show  that  "every  time  one 


the  church  today 
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North  Indiana  campaign  goes 
‘over  top’  to  save  Wesley  Manor 

FRANKFORT,  Ind.  (UMC)  -  Wesley 
Manor  retirement  home  here  has  gone 
over  the  top  in  a  $700,000  special  gifts 
campaign  which  is  a  key  component  in  a 
plan  to  save  the  facility  from 
bankruptcy. 

United  Methodists  in  the  ten  districts  of 
the  North  Indiana  Annual  Conference 
had  pledged  $487,000  by  the  end  of  1978 
toward  a  goal  of  $500,000,  and  residents  of 
the  home  and  other  individuals  in  Clinton 
County  had  exceeded  their  $200,000  goal 
by  $14,000. 

By  Jan.  2,  more  than  $210,000  of  the 
total  amount  pledged  had  been  received 
in  cash.  The  campaign  is  part  of  a 
program  approved  by  the  annual 
conference  in  its  1978  session  for  the 
financially  troubled  home. 

The  home’s  board  of  directors  has  said 
it  hopes  that  within  seven  to  10  years 
Wesley  Manor  will  be  in  a  financial 
position  to  get  new  commercial  loans  to 
pay  off  the  remainder  of  the  bond  issue 
and  release  the  annual  conference  from 
its  immediate  financial  obligation  to  the 
home. 

Korean  Methodists  finalize 
reunification,  install  bishops 

SEOUL,  Korea  (UMC) 
Reunification  of  the  Methodist  churches 
of  South  Korea  was  finalized  recently 
with  the  installation  of  four  new  bishops 
for  the  Korean  Methodist  Church. 


Reunification  was  possible  because  of 
a  formula  worked  out  by  a  small  group  of 
younger  Korean  clergy.  It  included  the 
following  terms:  bishops  would  be 
elected  for  two  years;  each  annual 
conference  would  elect  its  own  bishop; 
and  general  conference  membership  was 
changed  to  include  all  clergy  with  a 
minimum  of  10  years'  membership. 

The  new  bishops  are:  South 
Conference  —  Park  Woo  Hae;  East 
Conference  —  Lee  Kyung  Jae;  Central  — 
Kim  Gi  Kil;  and  Renewal  —  Kim  Jae 
Hwang. 

In  December  1974  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church  split  over  the  election 
of  Bishop  Kim  Chang  Hee  The  Renewal 
Group  formed  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Korea  and  elected  a  bishop  who  later 
became  its  president. 

‘Problem’  balloons 
released  at  church 

PALM  BEACH  GARDENS.  Fla. 
( RNS)  —  In  a  literal  interpretation  of  the 
biblical  passage  which  tells  people  to 
cast  their  anxieties  to  the  Lord,  400 
parishioners  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  here  attached  tags  to  helium- 
filled  balloons  describing  the  heartaches, 
troubles  and  worries  they  suffered 
during  1978. 

Released  from  the  churchyard 
following  two  Sunday  morning  services, 
the  balloons  were  described  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  R  Earle  Rabb.'  as  a 
symbolic  gesture  in  which  the 
congregants  individually  rid  themselves 
of  worldly  pressures. 


experiences  life  in  the  midst  of  death, 
that  is  revelation.”  And  that  kind  of 
knowing  and  showing  is  Christian 
education  at  its  best. 

He  also  called  for  the  church  to  take  a 
hard  look  at  its  rituals  and  see  what  they 
symbolize.  He  said  he  is  convinced  that 
the  best  kind  of  education  can  go  on 
during  worship.  Children  belong  at  the 
worship  service,  he  believes,  and  "if  the 
service  doesn’t  work  for  the  children, 
change  the  service,  not  the  children." 
Ritual  has  a  huge  influence  on  people,  he 
said  —  "that’s  why  there  is  resistance  to 
changing  the  order  of  worship!”  —  and 
the  church  needs  to  ask  what  its  rituals 
teach. 

During  the  "sending  forth"  or 
benediction  at  the  end  of  a  worship 
service,  for  instance,  "Does  it  really 
make  sense  to  double  up  into  a  ‘womb’ 
position  to  pray?”  He  maintained  the 
‘womb’  position  is  never  appropriate  for 
public  worship,  although  it  may  well  be 
for  private  prayer. 

Enhancing  the  faith  of  persons,  means 
“looking  again  at  how  we  live  our 
common  life."  Our  concern  should  never 
be  how  to  bring  our  children  up 
Christian,  he  said,  but  rather,  "How  can 
I  be  Christian  with  my  child?"  He 
advised  a  church  always  to  begin  with 
adult  education  and  "be  a  sign,  an 
example,  of  what  it  means  to  be 
faithful.” 


Dr.  Westerhoff  warned  that  just  as  it  is 
not  possible  to  "educate"  persons  to  be 
Christian,  it  is  not  actually  possible  to 
“nurture"  them  into  being  Christian. 
"But  we  can  make  a  community  where 
being  Christian  is  possible  for  them.” 

Urging,  finally,  that  the  church 
prepare  its  people  for  Christian  vocation, 
he  defined  that  vocation  as  "living  a  life 
of  both  piety  and  politics”  ( personal  faith 
and  social  action).  He  sees  hope,  he  said, 
in  seminaries  and  also  in  the  local  church 
that  there  is  renewed  interest  in  spiritual 
growth.  "The  church  ought  to  be  a  place 
where  moral  issues  can  be  discussed,” 
he  said.  “In  the  shared  life  of  the 
congregation,  one  ought  to  be  able  to  get 
the  nourishment  needed  to  make 
personal  decisions.” 

Not  anti-intellect 

Later  Dr.  Westerhoff  told  TM/UMR  he 
is  neither  anti-intellectual  nor  anti- 
professional.  There  are  three  processes 
involved  in  being  Christian,  he  said: 
knowing  the  faith,  internalizing  it 
(making  it  a  part  of  life)  and  then 
making  use  of  it  in  our  lives.  All  are 
legitimate  needs  for  faith  education.  His 
concern,  he  said,  is  that  people,  not 
programs,  be  foremost,  and  that  one 
question  be  central:  “Where  does  the 
church  touch  the  lives  of  people?” 
Answers  to  that  question  cannot  come 
from  the  classroom  alone,  he  contends. 


Ministry 

amidst 
conflict 


Conflicf  in  the  Middle  East  has  left  o  great  number  of  children  forherless  With¬ 
out  compensation  or  other  income  mothers  most  often  ore  unable  to  support 
their  families. 

UMCOR  working  through  the  Society  of  In'osh  El-Usro  is  ministering  to  many 
of  these  children.  UMCOR  Child  Support  funds  help  provide  core  for  these  boys 
ond  girls  in  their  own  homes  instead  of  separating  them  from  their  families 
in  on  institution 


More  than  500  children  ore  awaiting  sponsorship  by  the  Society  The  overage 
annuol  support  cost  for  on  elementary  school  child  is  $500  Your  gift  con  help 
UMCOR  continue  its  ministry  of  love  ond  concern. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Help  is  only  a  phone  call  away 


ANNOUNCING 

A  NEW  TELEPHONE  SERVICE 

Ethnic  Hot  Line 


(800)251-2594 


By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Need  a  scholarship  to  go  to  college? 

If  you're  an  ethnic  minority  member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  you  can  get 
scholarship  and  loan  information,  or  information  on  church  career  opportunities  by 
calling  1-800-251-2594,  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry’s  “Ethnic 
Hotline." 

This  toll-free  line  is  staffed  bv  David  Bayle,  staff  assistant  for  Ethnic  Minority 
Concerns.  It  is  a  part  of  the  “board's  commitment  to  ethnic  minorities,"  said  Mr. 
Bayle.  He  will  answer  questions,  mail  out  information,  or  refer  the  caller  to  other 
staff  members  on  subjects  such  as  HANA  (Hispanic.  Asian,  Native  American) 
research,  education  and  scholarship  program,  the  Black  College  Fund,  the  ordained 
ministry,  diaconal  ministry,  or  church  related  schools  and  colleges. 

Since  its  beginning  in  late  October  of  1978.  Mr.  Bayle  said  about  50  calls  have  been 
answered,  with  virtually  all  inquirers  hearing  about  the  service  from  others,  or  from 
a  brochure  distributed  recently. 

The  first  call,  Mr.  Bayle  recalled,  was  from  a  student  who  was  having  problems 
repaying  his  United  Methodist  loan,  and  was  seeking  a  deferrment. 

The  student  was  referred  to  the  Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships,  and  was  able  to 
receive  his  deferrment. 

The  telephone  service  also  eliminates  some  letterwriting,  said  Mr.  Bayle,  because 
direct  communication  with  the  inquirer  enables  better  understanding  of  what  is 
needed,  and  quicker  response. 

Mr.  Bayle,  an  Asian  American  who  is  a  former  staff  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  <?n  Youth  Ministry,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  has  been  in  his  present  position  since  July. 

Funded  from  the  board’s  budget,  the  line  will  be  in  operation  for  at  least  the 
remainder  of  the  quadrennium  —  until  June  1980.  “Hopefully,"  said  Mr.  Bayle, 
“ethnics  will  see  it  as  their  line  into  the  board." 

Persons  anywhere  in  the  continental  U.S.,  except  those  in  Tennessee,  may  call  the 
toll-free  number.  Calls  from  Hawaii.  Alaska  and  Puerto  Rico  are  considered 
overseas  calls,  and  can  not  be  handled  by  the  WATS  line.  Tennessee  residents  may 
call  615-327-2700  collect. 


UM seminaries  contacted 


Rumored  ‘Moonie’  infiltration  unfounded 


JANUARY  19.  1979 

‘Alternatives’  push 
to  go  all-out  in’79 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Members  of  the  controversial  Unifica¬ 
tion  Church  —  popularly  known  as 
"Moonies"  —  are  rumored  to  be  attending 
United  Methodist  seminaries  to  proselyte 
and  infiltrate. 

TM/UMR  found  by  contacting  the  13 
schools  that  the  rumor  is  largely 
unfounded: 

•  Only  one  seminary  (Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  Dallas)  currently  has  a 
“Moonie”  student  enrolled: 

•  At  least  three  schools  have  granted 
admission  to  qualified  Unification 
Church  members  who  did  not  enroll 
(Duke  Divinity  School,  Durham,  N.C., 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Atlanta,  and 

6 Breeze  of 
Spirit9  felt 
in  new  book 

“The  Breeze  of  the  Spirit,-  Sam 
Shoemaker  and  the  story  of  Faith  at 
Work”  by  Irving  Harris,  Sea  bury  Press, 
1978,  190  pp.,  $8.95. 

By  CHARLES  E.  SEYMOUR 

The  review  of  this  book  puts  me  in  a 
reflective  mood,  as  I  reminisce  on  the 
intimate  spiritual  relationship  with  the 
subject  and  work  of  my  late  friend,  Sam 
Shoemaker. 

I  met  him  shortly  after  I  suffered  a 
hunting  accident  and  completely  lost  my 
sight.  The  meeting  creatkl  an  entirely 
new  spiritual  perspective  as  I  worked 
with  him  as  a  team  member  in  and  out  of 
Calvary  House  for  about  20  years. 

I  know  of  no  man  who  could  evaluate 
the  life  of  Sam  —  who  was  voted  during 
his  active  ministry  one  of  the  10  leading 
clerics  of  America  —  better  than  Irving 
Harris,  editor  of  the  Evangel. 

In  a  period  when  the  “Breeze  of  the 
Holy  Spirit”  is  moving  in  the  direction  of 
spiritual  renewal  in  many  spots  around 
the  world,  this  movement  of  the  Spirit 
comes  at  a  time  when  church  attendance 
is  at  a  low  ebb  and  many  constituents  in 
the  church  are  seeking  smaller  groups 
for  corporate  prayer  and  Bible  study. 

This  book  points  the  way  to  life 
changing  and  conversion  which  is 
desperately  needed  if  the  church  is  to 
meet  its  responsibility  in  creating  a  new 
social  order,  in  changing  the  sex-oriented 
society  which  has  gripped  the  social  life 
of  the  nation. 

A  careful  study  and  analysis  of  this 
book  will  assist  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the 
church  in  their  redemptive  mission.  The 
illustrations  given  by  the  author  of  the 
lives  of  men  and  women  on  all  levels  of 
life,  clearly  indicate  what  can  be 
accomplished  when  individuals  and 
groups  prayerfully  and  collectively 
dedicate  themselves  to  this  type  of 
victorious  living.  We  need  to  remember, 
as  indicated  in  the  book,  that  “Man’s 
extremity  is  God’s  opportunity."  Too 
many  of  us  “sit  on  a  conviction  just  long 
enough  to  hatch  an  alibi.”  Also,  we  need 
reminding  that  “static  religion  is 
Christianity’s  worst  enemy." 

To  implement  the  content  of  this  book, 
the  following  steps  are  recommended: 

( 1 )  Secure  enough  copies  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  minister,  the  charge  lay- 
leader,  the  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women,  and  the  leader  of  the 
Youth  Fellowship;  (2)  On  completion  of 
the  study  of  the  book,  have  this  small 
group  meet  as  a  cell,  to  share  convictions 
and  ideas  and  to  plan  to  move  out  into  a 
larger  fellowship  to  begin  a  program  of 
real  soul  surgery;  (3)  Remember  that 
"we  are  never  fully  won  to  Christ  until 
we  are  winning  others."  For,  “if  you 
have  the  flowers  of  love  and  joy  blooming 
in  the  garden  of  your  heart,  others  will 
want  to  know  your  secret. '  ’ 

At  age  82.  Mr.  Seymour  "reads"  six  to 
eight  hours  a  day.  keeps  physically  fit 
with  a  daily  routine  of  calisthenics,  and 
directs  a  twice  monthly  healing  service 
at  nearby  Washington  Square  UMC. 
Hagerstown.  Md.  Mr.  Seymour  is  a 
retired  UM  minister  living  in 
Williamsport,  Md. 


Wesley  Theological  Seminary, 
Washington,  D.C.); 

•  Two  seminaries  reported  having 
non-student  “Moonies”  come  on  campus 
to  proselytize  (Boston  School  of 
Theology,  Boston,  and  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary.  Atlanta ) ; 

•  One  seminary  president  —  Dr.  Major 
Jones  of  Gammon  —  participated  in  a 
conference  on  urban  and  inner  city 
churches  involving  other  leading  black 
theologians  at  the  invitation  of  a  “front” 
organization  for  the  Unification  Church; 

•  A  “front”  organization  asked  to  use 
Wesley  Theological  facilities  for  a 
conference  but  were  denied  when  the 
school  learned  the  Rev.  Myung  Moon’s 
church  was  the  major  sponsor. 

The  “rumor"  started  with  what 
Unification  Church  officials  told 
TM/UMR  was  an  “unfortunate  and 
extremely  embarrassing"  incident  in 
North  Dallas  several  months  ago. 

Informed  sources  said  several 
“Moonies”  came  to  the  apartment  door 
of  a  Perkins  seminary  student  and  asked 
for  a  donation  for  “their  missionary  at 
Perkins.”  Daniel  M.  Davis,  a  Unification 
member,  is  a  first  year  theology  student 
at  Perkins. 

Dean  Joseph  Quillian  of  Perkins  told 
TM/UMR  “it  strictly  is  not  the  case  that 
Mr.  Davis  is  here  to  proselytize”  and  that 
there  has  not  been  “the  barest  instance 
that  he  is  out  to  make  converts  here. 
Danny  is  vulnerable  to  the  influence  of 
the  other  students  here  just  as  much  as 
they  are  to  him.” 

Dean  Quillian  said  the  student  is  doing 
good  work  academically,  and  that  his  full 
university  tuition  of  about  $3,400  is  being 
paid  directly  by  the  Unification  Church. 
He  said  80-85  percent  of  the  seminaries 
are  United  Methodist  with  the  balance  of 
enrollments  coming  from  a  variety  of 
denominations. 

Several  other  deans  said  they  would 
not  hesitate  to  admit  qualified  students  of 
any  background  who  seriously  wanted  to 
study  theology,  but  said  they  would  be 
extra  cautious  about  admitting  anyone  to 
the  professional  ministry  program 
leading  to  ordination.  Since  the 
Unification  Church  has  no  ordained 
ministry,  that  eventuality  is  unlikely. 

Seeks  entry  to  seminary  group 

The  Unification  Church  does  not  have 
its  own  accredited  seminary  although  it 
does  have  a  two-year  religious  education 
center  —  the  Unification  Theological 
School  —  located  at  Barrytown,  N.Y.  The 
school  has  been  refused  a  license  and 
charter  by  the  New  York  State  Board  of 
Regents  since  it  opened  in  1975. 

“Because  of  the  controversial  nature 
of  the  church,  it  has  become  a  religious- 
political  issue,”  the  dean  of  the  school. 
Therese  Stewart,  told  TM/UMR.  She 
said  the  church  is  appealing  the  decision 
in  court  and  hopes  for  a  ruling  within  a 
year. 

Dean  Stewart  said  she  wanted  to 
emphasize  “definitely  and  strongly”  that 
the  purpose  in  sending  persons  to  other 
seminaries  is  not  to  proselytize.  (She 

UM  Rhodesian 
leader  slain 

SALISBURY  ( RNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Arthur  Kanodereka,  chairman  of  the 
Salisbury  District  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Rhodesia  and  a 
worker  for  reconciliation  among  feuding 
black  nationalists,  was  assassinated 
when  his  car  was  ambushed  near  here. 

His  slaying  followed  his  call  for  a 
mobilization  of  all  forces  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  to  work  for  "what  is  right  for  the 
country  rather  than  for  the  interests  of 
any  party  or  tribal  group." 

Mr  Kanodereka  was  treasurer  of 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa's  United 
African  National  Council  when  the  UM 
bishop  became  one  of  three  black  leaders 
to  join  Prime  Minister  Ian  Smith  in  the 
National  Executive  Council  in  March 
1978. 

In  August.  Mr.  Kanodereka  was  ousted 
from  the  UANC  with  several  other 
“dissidents"  who  had  criticized  Bishop 
Muzorewa's  policies. 


said  she  was  aware  of  the  Dallas 
incident.) 

Because  the  new  “Moonie”  theological 
school  has  neither  license  nor 
accreditation,  students  are  sent  at 
church  expense  to  “top-notch”  existing 
schools  of  many  denominations  which 
can  grant  degrees,  she  said. 

Moon  school  lacks  charter 

The  Unification  Theological  School  is 
not  only  seeking  a  provisional  charter 
but  also  is  seeking  entrance  into  the 
Association  of  Theological  Schools 
(ATS),  an  accrediting  agency  for  Judeo- 
Christian  seminaries. 

Marvin  Taylor,  a  United  Methodist 
who  is  the  top  executive  for  the  ATS,  told 
TM/UMR  a  team  of  theologians  from 
Harvard,  Yale  and  Princeton  will  be 
making  an  on-site  visit  to  the  school  this 
week  to  gather  information  on  whether 
the  school  meets  the  conditions  of 
membership  (Membership  does  not 
mean  accreditation  but  the  privilege  of 
seeking  accreditation). 

Dr.  Taylor  said  he  has  been  in 
conversation  with  the  school  since  it  firk 
started  because  any  new  seminary  that 
eventually  wants  accreditation  has  to 
meet  the  association’s  standards. 

He  described  the  school  as  having  a 
“very  ecumenical  faculty”  with  10  of  the 
12  professors  members  of  either 
mainline  Christian  or  Jewish  belief.  At 
least  one  professor  of  homiletics  is  a 
United  Methodist  minister.  The 
seminary  curriculum  is  similar  to  that  of 
any  standard  seminary  curriculum  except 
that  two  or  three  courses  in  Unification 
church  doctrine  are  added  —  in  much  the 
same  way  that  other  denominations  add 
their  own  doctrinal  teachings,  he  said. 

“the  real  issue,  I  would  think,”  said 
Dr.  Jameson  Jones,  dean  of  the  UM 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver,  “is 
whether  the  Unification  seminary  is 
within  the  Judaic-Christian  tradition  —  a 
standard  requirement  of  the  ATS.  ” 

Weighing  heavily  in  that  debate  will  be 
the  “official  study  document”  prepared 
and  released  in  1977  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Commission  on 

Music  merges 
fun  and  religion 

HOUSTON  —  Music  for  church 
children’s  choirs  needs  to  mix  fun  with 
religion  to  retain  the  attention  of 
children,  says  a  United  Methodist  choir 
director.  In  a  book  she  authored  called 
“Tickle  Tunes,  Songs  for  Little  People.” 
Cynthia  Shoemaker  Wright,  director  of 
music  and  organist  for  Clear  Lake  UMC 
here,  does  just  that. 

According  to  recent  article  by  Linda 
Stotts,  the  songs  in  the  book  are  non- 
denominational,  designed  for  use  by 
school  and  church  children’s  groups.  Ms. 
Wright  wrote  the  music  and  lyrics  for  all 
33  songs  in  the  book. 

“The  content  of  the  book  is  basically 
visual.”  she  said.  “There  are 
instructions  for  the  teachers  on  what  toys 
and  actions  go  with  the  songs  and  a 
number  of  fun  things  to  keep  the  children 
interested." 

Illustrations  for  “Tickle  Tunes”  were 
done  by  Judy  Butler,  who  has  also 
published  a  coloring  book  to  accompany 
the  music  book.  After  a  song  is  learned, 
the  child  may  color  the  picture  in  the 
coloring  book  which  matches  the  one  in 
the  song  book. 

Ms.  Wright,  mother  of  children  ages 
four  and  six  and  herself  a  UM  minister’s 
daughter  got  the  idea  for  the  book  when 
she  was  asked  to  teach  music  to  a  group 
of  children  about  the  same  ages  as  her 
own. 

“I  wanted  to  write  songs  to  make  the 
children  think.”  she  said,  citing  that 
much  children’s  music  does  not. 

"The  songs  are  of  limited  range, 
becoming  more  complicated  step  by  step 
so  the  child's  ear  develops  musically." 
explained  Ms.  Wright. 

Her  book  was  published  by  the 
Choristers  Guild  of  Dallas  and  released 
in  July  1978.  The  guild  is  a  nation-wide 
organization  dedicated  to  improving  the 
music  for  children’s  choirs. 


Faith  and  Order  which  concluded  that 
the  Moon  church  “is  not  a  Christian 
church”  and  that  many  of  its  teachings 
are  "incompatible”  with  Christian  belief 
and  foster  anti-Semitism. 

The  Moon  movement  is  cited  as  un- 
Christian  in  teachings  about  salvation, 
the  Trinity  and  the  Bible  as  they  are 
represented  in  the  official  doctrinal  text 
of  the  Unification  Church,  “Divine 
Principle,”  the  commission  concluded. 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  a  UM  professor 
at  Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
and  one  of  the  drafters  of  the  council 
document,  told  TM/UMR.  “I  think  the 
Unification  Church  cannot  be  designated 
as  a  Christian  church.” 

Dr.  Major  Jones,  dean  of  Gammon 
Theological  School,  said  he  was  invited  to 
address  a  conference  ostensibly 
sponsored  by  the  National  Council  of  the 
Church  in  Social  Action  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  several  years  ago  along  with  most 
of  the  other  leading  black  theologians  in 
this  country.  He  said,  “I  didn’t  know  until 
I  got  there  that  it  was  being  sponsored  by 
the  ‘Moonies’  and  that  the  organization 
was  a  ‘front.’  ”  He  said  it  was  obviously 
an  effort  by  the  church  to  win  friends 
among  black  churchpersons. 


JACKSON.  Miss.  (RNS)  -  The 
millions  of  people  who  were  again 
reluctantly  swept  into  the  “traditional" 
Christmas  observance  with  its  excess 
spending  in  1978  will  be  urged  to  consider 
“alternative"  ways  of  celebrating  all 
holidays  in  1979. 

Alternatives,  a  movement  seeking 
"voluntary  simplicity  lifestyles."  plans  a 
nationwide  campaign  this  year  to 
establish  500  to  1.000  study -act  ion  groups 
which  will  work  toward  new  goals  of 
living. 

As  part  of  the  National  Alternative 
Celebrations  Campaign,  “alternative 
Christmas  commissions"  will  be 
established  in  15  key  cities  to  generate 
local  interest  and  support  in  de- 
commercializing  Christmas  and  making 
it  a  more  "life-supporting"  celebration, 
according  to  Alternatives  coordinator 
Bob  Kochtitzky. 

He  said  the  main  aim  of  the  Alternative 
celebrations  movement  is  to  change  the 
way  most  of  us  now  observe  all  holidays 
—  usually  exchanging  gifts,  feasting, 
partying,  and  dressing  up  —  all  of  which 
have  become  highly  expensive, 
commercial,  wasteful,  impersonal  and 
artificial. 

Alternative  seeks  to  transform  the 
celebrations  by  restoring  the  original 
meaning  of  them,  and  making  them 
more  personal  and  joyful  and  more 
dedicated  to  sharing  with  the  needy. 

Alternatives,  an  independent  non¬ 
sectarian  resource  agency,  has  largely 
worked  with  churches  and  campus 
ministry  groups  and  receives  about  half 
its  financial  support  from  national 
Protestant  denominations,  Mr. 
Kochtitzky  said. 

He  said  “sizeable"  support  comes 
from  the  United  Methodist,  American 
Lutheran  and  United  Presbyterian 
Churches,  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.S.  and  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ). 

Movement  began  in  1973 

The  Alternatives  movement  began 
with  the  publication  in  1973  by  Mr. 
Kochtitzky  of  a  resource  book  called 
“Alternate  Christmas  Catalogue."  The 
idea  was  warmly  received  by  many,  and 
the  concept  has  grown. 

Mr.  Kochtitzky  said  there  are  now 
more  than  100,000  copies  of  the  first  three 
catalogues  in  circulation  and  more  than 
400  study-action  groups  participating  in 
the  movement  toward  voluntary 
simplicity  lifestyles. 

“If  you’ve  tried  to  disengage  yourself 
from  the  consumptive  lifestyle  you  know 
how  difficult  it  can  be,"  he  said.  “But  it  is 
possible.  And  we  believe  it’s  possible  for 
the  Christian  community  to  provide  the 
prime  leadership  in  moving  our  nation 
toward  voluntary  simplicity.  The  gospel 
of  Christ  not  only  calls  us  with  urgency  to 
that  task  —  especially  because  of  the 


world  hunger  crisis  -  but  also  empowers 
us  to  live  it  with  imagination  and 
humor.” 

The  study-action  program  is  designed 
for  use  by  small  groups  of  committed 
Christians  who  are  ready  to  change  their 
lifestyles,  with  initial  focus  on 
celebrations  and  holidays  and  in  so  doing 
to  change  their  impact  on  the  world 
around  them. 

Included  in  the  study  guide  and 
resource  catalogue  are  ideas  and  actions 
for  alternative  celebration  of  holidays 
such  as  Christmas,  birthdays, 
Valentine’s  Day,  Thanksgiving, 
weddings,  funerals,  Independence  Day, 
Easter  and  parents’  days. 

Details  on  Alternatives  may  be 
obtained  from  Bob  Kochtitzky  at  national 
campaign  headquarters,  4274  Oaklawn 
Dr.,  Jackson,  Miss.,  39206.  Phone  (601) 
366-8468. 

Tiny  ch  arge 
is  big  help 
to  needy 

BALTIMORE  —  The  three  small 
churches  on  the  Whiteford  charge  here 
have  proved  that  you  don’t  have  to  be  a 
large  church  with  a  big  budget  to  have 
meaningful  outreach  ministry.  During  the 
past  two  years,  the  130  members  of 
Cambria.  Mt.  Vernon  and  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Churches  have  given  more 
than  $4,000  to  help  needy  persons  in  their 
area. 

The  churches  started  a  community 
fund  in  1976  when  they  answered  the 
emergency  needs  of  a  young  couple, 
according  to  a  recent  article  in 
“Spotlight,"  the  Baltimore  East  District 
edition  of  TM/UMR.  "During  this 
period,”  said  the  Rev.  James  R.  Boyd, 
pastor,  "several  people  in  the  churches 
brought  to  our  attention  other  needs  in 
the  community.”  So  far,  the  fund  has 
helped  53  families. 

Mr.  Boyd  described  the  philosophy  of 
the  program  as  the  belief  that  “as 
Christians  we  need  to  be  committed  to 
Christ  and  committed  to  loving  and 
helping  his  people,  both  those  within  and 
without  the  church.”  He  added  that 
“about  90  percent  of  the  requests  have 
been  from  people  outside  our  church.” 

The  fund  has  provided  money  for  rent, 
food,  medicine,  medical  bills,  clothing 
and  furnishings.  Wood  for  stoves  has 
been  provided,  as  well  as  oil  and  gasoline 
through  arrangements  with  a  service 
station  and  an  oil  company.  This 
outreach  ministry  is  in  addition  to  full 
payment  of  the  charge’s  commitment  to 
conference  apportionments  and 
missionary  causes. 


A  STANDARD  TO 

MEASURE  BY 

Original  and  Complete  Resources 


“The  King  of  Concordances.  ’’—Church  Advocate 

'Excelled  by  no  concordance  in  the  language.  ” 

— New  York  Tribune,  1895 


Strong’s  Exhaustive  Concordance  of  the  Bible 

When  first  published  in  1894,  Strong’s 
thoroughness  and  usability  astounded  the  critics.  Here 
at  last  was  a  concordance  both  lay  persons  and 
scholars  could  easily  use  and  appreciate.  Time  hasn't 
changed  Strong’s.  It  is  still  THE  CONCORDANCE 
which  other  concordances  have  to  measure  up 
to — and  so  far,  we  don’t  think  any  of  them  have! 


Strong’s  features: 

•  The  Main  Concordance — every  word  in  the  Bible 
and  each  passage  in  which  it  occurs 

•  The  Comparative  Concordance — the  Authorized 
Text  is  compared  with  the  Revised  English  and 
American  versions  of  1885  and  1901 

•  Hebrew  and  Greek  dictionaries — original  word 
meanings 

Available  in  three  volumes — the  complete,  unabridged 
Strong’s  Concordance:  Deluxe  (in  slip  case),  $29.95; 
thumb-indexed,  $21.95;  regular,  $16.95 

"If  you  want  to  know  more  about  the  Bible,  here  is  a 
book  to  keep  near  you.  ” 

— Christian  Herald 


The  Abingdon  Bible  Commentary 

For  nearly  half  a  century,  The  ABC  has  been  a 
standard  reference  for  United  Methodists  and  other 
denominations.  Historical  and  nonliteralist  in  its 
treatment  of  the  Bible,  it  is  a  condensed  Bible  library. 

The  ABC  contains: 

•  Articles  on  the  Bible  as  a  whole  and  on  both 
testaments 

•  Commentary  on  the  books  of  both  testaments 

•  Special  articles,  maps,  and  index 

$21.95 


me  book  publishing  deportment  ot 
the  united  methodist  publishing  house 
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State  Youth  Winter  Retreat 


Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Winter 
Retreat  will  be  Feb,  9  through  11  at  Camp 
Istrouma.  east  of  Baton  Rouge  on  Hwy. 
37  (Greenwell  Springs  Road). 

This  weekend  away  from  home  in  a 
Christian  community  is  designed  to 
encourage  personal  growth,  interperson¬ 
al  growth  and  growth  in  our  relation¬ 
ship  to  God. 

Registration  cost  is  $17  and  this  covers 
costs  for  room  and  board,  insurance  and 
resource  persons.  An  extra  $3  will  buy  a 
T-shirt. 

“Make  Your  Own  Kind  of  Music’  ’  is  the 
theme  of  the  retreat  for  Senior  High 
youths,  9th  through  12th  grades. 

Registration  will  be  from  5  to  7  p.m. 
Friday,  Feb.  9,  with  supper  at  6  p.m.  The 
retreat  will  end  on  Sunday  with  lunch  at 
noon. 

The  retreat  will  help  youths  get  some 
handles  on  questions  as: 


“In  a  world  that  expects  so  many 
things  from  me,  from  others  and  from 
God,  what  do  I  expect  from  myself,  from 
others,  from  God?” 

“What  gifts  and  strengths  do  I 
possess?  How  do  I  deal  with  failure  and 
weakness?” 

“When  I  feel  different  about  the  way 
things  are  with  parents,  how  do  I  enable 
both  of  us  to  win  —  not  lose?” 

“What  is  the  spiritual  dimension  to  my 
life?  What  is  God  saying  to  mb  today?” 

You  can  register  for  the  camp  by 
writing  Rev.  Willis  D.  Dear,  P.O.  Box 
1349,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821. 
Registration  deadline  is  Monday,  Feb.  5. 

For  more  information  write  Kathi 
Finnell,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  Office,  P.O.  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  71104. 


Nativity  Scene  Comes  To  Life 

It  happens  every  Christmas,  the  Nativity  scene  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Monroe,  comes  alive  as  youth 
play  the  parts  of  Mary,  Joseph,  angels,  wise  men,  etc.  The  story  is  told  in  four  part  or  scenes:  the 
angel’s  announcement  to  Mary,  the  shepherds  and  the  angel,  the  wise  men’s  journey  to  Bethlehem, 
and  the  holy  family  in  the  stable.  Approximately  25  youths  participated  in  the  two-night  project.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joe  Hoover  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  White  are  youth  counselors  and  Janis  Trammell  is 
director  of  religious  education  at  St.  Paul’s. 

Perkins  School 

Church  Music  Workshop  Set 


The  Church  Music  Workshop 
preceding  Ministers'  Week  79  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology /SMU  will  combine  in 


Around  The  Conference 

Church  School  Conducts  Phone  Survey 
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NEW  ORLEANS  —  Aurora  UMC  in 
New  Orleans  wants  to  know  if  the  slight 
dip  in  Church  School  attendance  is  due  to 
fewer  children  within  the  church  family 
or  to  a  need  which  is  not  being  met  by  the 
education  program. 

To  find  the  answers  they  conducted  a 
telephone  survey  Jan.  7-13.  The  women  of 
the  UMW  called  every  member  family 
during  this  week  and  asked  the  following 
questions: 

1.  Do  you  have  children  at  home? 

2.  If  so,  what  are  their  names,  ages  and 
grades  in  school? 

3.  Do  they  attend  church  school? 

4.  Do  the  adults  in  the  home  attend 
church  school? 

5.  Are  your  family’s  needs  being  met 
through  the  education  program? 

6.  If  not,  what  would  you  like  to  see 
added  or  changed? 

7.  Are  there  adults  in  the  home  who  are 
willing  to  teach  or  to  be  trained  as 
teachers  in  the  church  school? 

The  work  area  on  education  is 
beginning  the  new  year  with  a  program 
of  church  school  membership  cultivation 
at  Aurora. 

“Church  school  enrollment  has  been 
decreasing  nationwide.  Aurora  has  not 
been  vitally  affected  by  this  downward 
trend  in  the  past.  However,  this  year 
there  has  been  a  noticeable  leveling  off  in 
enrollment  and  a  slight  dip  in 
attendance,”  an  article  in  one  of  the 
church’s  recent  papers  stated. 

The  survey  should  help  the  workers  at 
the  church  know  the  reasons  for  this  dip. 

Dr.  Clark  To  Speak 


Dr.  Clyde  Clark 

SULPHUR  -  Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  the 
Executive  Director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation,  whose  offices  are 
in  Shreveport  at  1010  Mid  South  Towers 
Building,  will  be  the  quest  preacher  at 
Henning  Memorial  U.M.C.  in  Sulphur 
this  Sunday,  Jan.  28. 

He  will  speak  at  the  worship  service  at 
10:30  a.m.  and  at  the  church  school  hour 
at  9:30  a  m.  and  will  meet  informally 
with  the  adult  members  of  the  church 
school. 

A  former  district  superintendent  of  the 

r 

Fam  ily  Life  Cen  ter 

Signing  the  contract  for  construction  of 
the  Family  Life  Center  of  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  of  Bogalusa  are, 
seated  left  to  right:  Rev.  James  Poole, 
pastor,  Elette  Cooper,  building 
committee  member;  standing  left, 
Hershel  Patten,  building  committee 
member,  and  Tom  Knight  of  Knight  and 
Koonce  and  Associates  architectural 
firm,  who  is  also  a  member  of  ESM. 
Ground  was  recently  broken  for  the 
structure  and  300  days  were  given  as  the 
completion  time.  Total  square  footage  of 
the  building  will  be  11,126  sq.  ft.  and  it 
will  include  a  multi-purpose  room,  a 
kitchen,  teen  room,  crafts  room, 
restrooms,  and  storage  room. 


Alexandria  District,  he  was  appointed 
director  of  the  newly  formed  United 
Methodist  Foundation  on  June  1, 1976. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  is  a  fully  chartered  tax  exempt 
Foundation  supported  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  All  income  from 
Foundation  resources  is  used  to  give 
added  support  to  the  more  than  40 
institutions  maintained  and  supported  by 
the  United  Methodists  in  Louisiana. 
Among  these  are  colleges,  children’s 
homes,  community  center  programs, 
pensions  for  ministers  and  their  widows, 
etc. 


In  Memoriam 

Funeral  services  for  Linda  Shamb- 
lin,  Louisiana  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin’s  daughter,  were  held 
Monday,  Jan.  22  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC 
in  Houston,  Texas. 

Miss  Shamblin,  36  and  a  resident  of 
Houston,  died  Jan.  19  in  Houston. 


Metairie  UMC  Tops 
Blood  Bank  Drive 

METAIRIE  —  The  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Metairie  topped  the  New 
Orleans  Blood  Bank  goal  of  1,000  blood 
units  drawn  in  one  week  at  the  mobile 
blood  drive  held  recently. 

The  church  participated  in  a  group 
plan  whereby  if  a  fixed  percentage  of  the 
congregation  donated  blood,  everyone  in 
the  church  would  be  eligible  to  receive 
blood  in  case  of  a  need  in  the  next  year. 

“Our  main  concern  was  to  cover  those 
people  who  are  unable  to  give  blood 
themselves,  and  might  otherwise  be 
unable  to  receive  blood  through  a  donor 
plan. 

“The  project  was  a  great  success,” 
said  Rev.  Rick  Hebert,  pastor. 

The  Bloodmobile  came  to  the  church 
after  one  of  the  Sunday  services. 

Tornado  Victim  ’s  Aid 


Remembrance  Tree 
SHREVEPORT  —  Funds  earned  from 
the  UMW’s  “Remembrance  Christmas 
Tree"  at  North  Highlands  were  sent  to 


aid  victims  of  the  tornado  that  struck 
Bossier  City  on  Dec.  3. 

The  tree  was  lit  up,  at  $5  a  light,  in 
memory  or  honor  of  loved  ones.  Over  100 
lights  were  placed  on  the  tree  outside  the 
church. 

The  funds  collected  were  divided 
bewbetween  missions  and  the  UMW 
group.  The  money  to  missions  was  sent 
through  local  Methodist  channels  to  aid 
the  tornado  victims. 

The  star  on  top  of  the  tree  was  given  in 
honor  of  the  church’s  pastor,  Rev.  Bob 
Galatas,  and  his  family. 

Layman  Named  Judge 

SHREVEPORT  —  Eugene  W.  Bryson 
Jr.,  a  member  of  Noel  UMC,  was  elected 
District  Judge  this  Fall  and  was  recently 
installed. 

Bryson  is  chairman  of  the  church’s 
Council  on  Ministries  and  is  an  ex-officio 
member  of  the  Administrative  Board. 

Dr.  Benedict  Galloway,  minister  of 
Noel,  gave  the  invocation  at  Bryson’s 
installation  service  while  the  associate 
pastor,  Albert  Trickett,  gave  the 
benediction. 

Resource  Help 
For  China  Study 

United  Methodist  Women’s  units  who 
plan  to  present  all  church  studies  on 
China  this  year  will  find  interesting 
resource  material  in  the  January,  1979, 
issues  of  “Step  by  Step,”  “The  Vine,” 
and  “The  Bee  Hive.” 

These  church  school  publications  will 
be  recognized  by  many  readers  as  “story 
papers”  for  elementary  age  children. 
However,  they  include  information  and 
illustrations  that  easily  can  be  adapted 
for  use  with  all  age  groups. 

Car  Given 

LAKE  CHARLES  —  Friends  of  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Paxton  at  First  UMC  recently 
presented  her  with  a  '78  Fairmont  car. 

The  senior  minister,  Rev.  Henry 
Blount,  made  the  presentation  by  stating 
it  was  given  by  several  members  of  Mrs. 
Paxton’s  church  family  because  of  her 
many  years  of  unselfish  love  and 
unlimited  service  not  only  to  the  church 
but  to  the  community  of  Lake  Charles. 

She  served  several  years  as  a 
missionary  to  Cuba  before  moving  back 
to  Lake  Charles.  She  is  on  the  staff  of  the 
church  as  a  visitor  and  also  heads  an 


program  for  lay  people. 

These  plans  were  outlined  at  a  day¬ 
long  workshop  this  summer. 

Also,  the  church’s  Pony  Express 
stewardship  drive  exceeded  the  goal  with 
Jack  Schanz  and  the  minister,  Rev. 
Carolyn  Pullen,  leading  the  drive. 

Thank  Bank 
For  Rev.  Jones 


Alice  Johnson,  ’78  UMW  president, 
presents  Rev.  J.  A.  Jones  with  the 
tie-tac. 

GIBSLAND  —  United  Methodist 
Women  of  Gibsland-Oak  Grove  saved 
their  pennies  and  dimes  in  a  “Thank 
Bank”  to  purchase  their  former  pastor. 
Rev.  J.  A.  Jones,  a  sapphire  tie-tac. 

The  women  presented  the  gift  to  Rev. 
Jones  at  their  Christmas  luncheon.  Rev. 
Jones  has  been  residing  in  Gibsland  since 
his  retirement. 

He  was  also  given  a  special 
membership  certificate  from  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  UM  Church. 

December 
Calendar  Packed 

LAKE  ARTHUR  -  First  UMC  had  a 
full  calendar  of  activities  in  December 
which  included:  Circle  meetings,  a 
Christmas  pageant,  Santa's  visit,  an 
open  house  at  the  parsonage,  a 
community  cantata  and  bounteous 
baskets,  provided  by  the  Sunday  School, 
delivered  to  several  needy  families. 

Allan  Stackhouse  is  Dastor. 


inter-denomination  group  which  meets  GoldenA&erS  Honored 

monthly,  “The  “Don’t  Mention  Age”  - - 

organization. 

Vinton  Calendar 
Kicks  Off 


VINTON  —  ~  A  calendar  of  new 
programs  was  kicked  off  this  month  at 
Vinton  UMC  which  includes  a  welcome 
wagon  directed  at  newcomers  to  the 
town,  a  young  adult  Sunday  School  class, 
visitation  of  inactive  church  members  by 
lay  people  and  a  speaker  training 


BATON  ROUGE  —  North  Baton  Rouge 
UMC  recently  honored  its  “Golden  Age 
Citizens”  with  a  Happy  Holiday  Season 
Dinner. 

Mrs.  Sally  Keller,  92  years  old,  played 
several  Christmas  carols  on  her 
harmonica.  After  the  dinner  Kayo 
Blackmon,  music  director,  and  Mrs. 
Florence  Baker,  pianist  led  everyone  in 
Christmas  songs.  Dinner  was  taken  to 
the  church’s  shut-ins  who  could  not 
attend.  Rev.  Robert  C.  Carter  is  pastor. 


Do  You  Know  These  Ministers? 


First  UMC  of  Many  needs  pictures  of 
its  former  pastors  for  an  album  the 
church  is  compiling.  If  anyone  in  the 
state  has  pictures  of  the  following 
ministers  the  church  would  appreciate  it 
if  you  would  send  them  to  Bertha 
Hoagland,  715  Georgia  Ave.,  Many,  La. 
71449. 

Pictures  of  the  following  ministers  are 


needed : 

Names 

Date  Served 

William  Stephenson 

1827 

Preston  Cooper 

1832 

James  P.  Stephenson 

1833 

William  D.  Stephens 

1840's 

Elijaw  W.  Griswold 

1860 

Henry  G.  White 

1861 

Alanson  W.  Moore 

1862-64 

H.  L.  Smith 

1865-66 

James  M.  Franklin 

1869-71 

J.  A.  Moore 

1879 

R  .  M.  Blocker 

1881-82 

Richard  A.  Davis 

1883 

Henry  J.  Boltz 

A.  S.  Lutz 

J  M .  Brown 
T.  M  Boynton 
J. S  Sanders 
H  B  Thompson 
Wilson  Moore 
T.  S.  Randle 
W  .  W.  Rickey 
J.  A.  Parker 

B.  T.  Crews 

B  H  Sheppard 
W  F  Henderson 
S.  D.  Howard 
J.  L.  Williams 
J.  A.  McCormack 
W  W.  Perry 
R  F  Harrell 
J  E.  Self 
J  C  Rousseaux 
W.T  Gray 
A  L.  Gilmore 
J  D.  Fomby 
R  T.  Pines 
A.  A.  McKnight 


1884-1886 

1894 

1895 

18% 

1899-1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 
1909-12 
1913-14 
1915-16 

1917 

1922-23 

1924-25 

1926-29 

1930-31 

1932-33 

1934-36 

1936 

1937 
1941-44 

1945 


its  activities  a  celebration  of  the  20th 
Anniversary  of  the  Master  of  Sacred 
Music  Program. 

The  featured  artist  for  the  Workshop 
will  be  Dr.  Paul  Manz,  noted  organist 
and  composer  of  church  music. 

He  will  present  a  Sunday  evening 
concert  and  two  sessions  on  Monday, 
using  very  helpful  material  on  the  use  of 
hymns  in  worship  and  on  improvisation 
as  it  is  related  to  hymns. 

Three  events  which  celebrate  the  20th 
Anniversary  will  be  part  of  the  Workshop 
and  are  open  to  all  who  attend.  The  first 
is  a  luncheon  on  Monday,  Feb.  5,  in  the 


Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Student  Center  at 
SMU  at  which  Dr.  Erik  Routley  will  be 
the  featured  speaker. 

The  second  event  will  be  a  panel 
discussion  on  Monday  afternoon. 

The  third  event  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening  at  7:30  during  the 
opening  exercises  for  Ministers’  Week. 

For  further  information  concerning  the 
schedule  of  events  and  reservations  for 
the  luncheon,  please  contact  Roger 
Deschner,  Director  of  the  MSM 
Program,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  /SMU,  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 
Telephone-214/692-2348. 


178  Honorariums  Given  To 
Retired  Ministers’  Homes 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Memorials  and  Honorariums  given  to  the 
retired  Ministers  Homes  for  1978: 


TO 

Reverend  George  Dameron,  M . 

A  N.  Talley,  M 

Mrs.  Cora  Hightower,  H 

Reverned  &  Mrs  Joe  Robinson.  H. 

Revered  &  Mrs.  L.  R.  Sparks  &  Robert,  M 

Mrs  A.  L.  Shamblin.  M 

Mrs.  Ludie  Chuchman.  M 

Julia  Maule  Low  man,  M 

Mrs.  Travis  Broussard,  M; 

Adult  SS  Class.  Blackwater,  H. 

George  F  Stephens.  M 
Fred  L.  Goodman.  M 
Grant  D  Hayes.  M. 

Reverend  Ed  Haug,  M. 

Mrs  Ruth  W  Robinson.  M 
Mr  J  W  Thomas,  M 
Senior  Citizens.  Mangum.  H. 

Mrs.  Gail  Wibben,  H 
Mrs.E  B  Miller.  M. 

Mrs  Edna  C  Eglin,  M. 

Reverend  A  Mrs  Bob  Heame,  M 
Bishop  Aubrey  G  Walton.  M 
Reverend  J  B  McCann.  M 
Travis  Campbell.  M. 

T  L  Rodes.  M 
F  Harold  Riggs.  M 
Mrs  Kate  Thornton.  M. 

Miss  Bertie  Mae  Greer  &  Mrs  Hazel  G  Wilson.  M 
Rev.  R  Mack  Bentley.  M. 

Rev  R  Mack  Bentley.  M. 

Rev  R.  Mack  Bentley.  M 
Rev  Leon  Scott,  M. 

Bob  Lay.  M 

Mr  Henry  P  Matheme,  M. 

CharlesW  Clarke.  M 

Dr  Henry  Rickey.  M 

J  Q  James.  M 

John  Fush.  M 

Rev  W  O  Lynch.  Sr  .  M 

E  M  Collins  &W  C  Rasbury,  M 

Miss  Dorothy  Allen.  H. 

Rev  LoenC  Scott,  M 
Rev  Leon  C  Scott,  M. 

Rev  James  B  Grambiing.  H. 

Rev  James  B  Grambiing,  H 
Wiley  B  Gardner.  M. 

Rev  James  B.  Grambiing,  H. 

Dr  &  Mrs.  Luman  Douglas.  H. 

Mr  4  Mrs  Newton  E  Guy,  M 
Rev.  James  Ailor,  H 
Rev  R  Mack  Bentley.  M. 

Mrs  MackieDean.  M 

Rev  R  Mack  Bentley.  M 

Rev  R  Mack  Bentley.  M 

Dr  Eliza  Ann  Sartor  Gaggans.  M 

Mr  A  Mrs  D  C  Tupper.  Sr.,H 

Rev  Leon  Scott,  M 

Rev  James  B  Grambiing,  H. 

Mrs  Bess  McCoy.  M 
Rev  R  Mack  Bentley.  M 
Rev  Lewis  Ovenshire.  M 
Evelyn  P  Coats.  H 
Mabel  McGuire.  H 
Rev  A  Mrs  Fred  Flurry.  H 
Rev  Gilbert  Wade.  H 
Rachel  Branton  Harris,  M 
Rev  R  Mack  Bentley 
Clyde  Rayburn.  H 
Rev  Leon  Scott.  M 
J  F  Pool.  M 
Rev  Odell  Simmons.  H 
Rev  J  B  McCann.  M 
Rev  L  M  Sawyer.  M 
Mrs  LucyPfost 
Rev  Leon  Scott.  M 
Mrs  George  E  Rhea.  H 
Mrs  Lucy  Pfost.  M 
Dr  J  B  Harris,  M 

Mrs  Lucy  Pfost,  M 
Mrs  Lucille  Dortch,  M 
Rev  James  B  Grambiing.  H 
Mrs  Elvera  McCartey  M 
Rev  A  S  J  Neill.  M  ’ 

Mrs  A  S  J  Neill.  H 

Rev  Lea  Joyner.  H 

Rev  R  H  Staples.  M 

Mrs  Ethel  (James  B  >  Grambiing.  M 

Mr  L  Sidney  Johnson.  M 

Rev  R  Mack  Bentley.  M 

Mrs  LucyPfost.  M 

Professor  H  E  Townsend.  M 

H  =  Honorarium 
M  =  Memorial 


Mrs  George  Dameron 
Kathleen  Waggoner 
Lois  Hightower 


Mr  &  Mrs  Ward  T  Jones 
Mr  A  Mrs  V.  C.  Folse 
Allen  D  Lowman 
Mrs  Gilbert  Winch 
Mr  &  Mrs.  T.  H.  Montgomery 
Mrs  George  F  Stephens.  Sr 
Ernest  R  A  Dorothy  H  Guy 
Mrs.  Martha  Amy  Hayes 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Chester  C  Owen 
Mrs  Louise  F  McDuff 
Mrs  Ethel  H  Pierce 
Mr  &  Mrs  F  B  Waters 
Sybil  Kelly 
Miss  Virginia  Wren 
Miss  Eleanor  Wren 
Eleanor  &  Virginia  Wren 
Mr  &  Mrs  Hugh  Shields 
Judge  &  Mrs  W  D  Cotton 
Mrs.  Gladys  H  Norris 
H  Blume  Johnson 
J  A.  Dunnam.  Jr 

Honeycutt  Bible  Class,  Mem  Monroe 

Reverend  A  Mrs  Otis  W  Spinks 

Leola  Greer  Felger 

Mr  A  Mrs  Fred  Hathom 

Mr  &  Mrs  J  L  Love 

Mr  &  Mrs.  C.  A.  Rogers 

Mrs  Leon  Scott 

Judge  &  Mrs  W  D  Cotton 

Dorothy  F  Malherne 

Mr  &  Mrs.  W  R  Causey 

Patterson  Mem  SS  Class 

Juanita  Eileen  Magee 

Mrs  Elizabeth  F  Buck 

Mr  &  Mrs  Sam  H  Campbell 

Edith  Morgan  SS  Class.  Hodge 

Mr  A  Mrs  F  A.  Earle 

Mr  A  Mrs  Geo  G  Nelson 

Rev  &  Mrs  Tom  Crosby 

Mrs  Nettie  O  Kelly 

Mr  4  Mrs  F  B  Waters 

Mr  4  Mrs  W  R  Chadick 

Rev  4  Mrs  Ira  W  Flowers 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Jack  W  Douglas 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Ernest  R  Guy 

Mrs.  N.  L.  Davis 

Dr  Geo.  R.  Smith 

Mrs.  Susie  D  Folse 

Cameron  Lodge  No.  439  F  A  AM 

H.  H  Clement  Moss  Men's  Class,  LC 

Mrs  D  R  Sartor 

Mrs  Claudine  O  Scanlan 

Mrs  John  E  Hamblin 

Mr  Roberts  Wynn 

Mary  Ewing  SS  Class.  B  C 

Fellowship  Class.  Caddo  Hts 

M/M  Richards  Broadway 

M/M  C  S  Lester 

Mr  A  Mrs  John  Nelson 

Mr  A  Mrs  E  H  Frick 

Geneva  Morgan  A  Agee  Morgan 

BR-Laf  Dist  Parsonettes 

BR-Laf  Dist.  Parsonettes 

Mrs  D  R  Sirman 

Truman  D  Ellis  A  Faye  Ellis 

Roanoke  UM  Church 

Mr  A  Mrs  J  W  Perry 

Mrs  Gladys  H  Norris 

Mary  B  Bowles 

Mrs  Grace  Spinks 

Mrs  GracieP  Watson 

Mr  A  Mrs  James  Hodges 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Bill  Rogers 

Mr  F  H  Richardson 

Mrs  Marcia  D  Richardson 

RustonDist  Parsonettes 

Mrs  Glenn  W  Ragan 

Mrs.  Clyde  Jordan 

Mrs  W  D  Snelling 

Mrs  C  C  Roberts  f  Mr  A  Mrs  > 

Mr  A  Mrs  C  C  Roberts 
Mr  A  Mrs  C  C  Roberts 
Mr  A  Mrs  C  C  Roberts 
Helen  M  McClelland 
Ted  A  Patricia  Johnson 
M/M  Sidney  A  Curley 
Malcolm  1.  A  Margaret  C  Mason 
L.  V  E  Irvine 
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Editorials 

Who  is  really  serious  about  the 
health  hazards  of  smoking? 


Who  is  serious  about  the  health 
hazards  of  smoking? 

At  first  glance,  it  appears  the  federal 
government  is  serious.  It  has  been  15 
years  since  the  U.S.  Surgeon  General 
first  stated  flatly  that  “smoking  is 
hazardous  to  your  health.”  Since  that 
time,  millions  of  dollars  have  been  spent 
warning  people  about  the  hazards  and 
recommending  that  they  kick  the  habit. 
Earlier  this  month  a  second  statement 
was  issued  —  this  time  saying  without 
reservation  that  Americans  are  being 
killed  by  smoking  Specifically,  the 
Surgeon  General  said  350,000  Americans 
are  dying  needlessly  each  year  from  the 
effects  of  smoking. 

Still,  ironically,  that  same  federal 
government  —  through  its  Department  of 
Agriculture  —  has  spent  as  much  as  $65 
million  a  year  on  price  supports  and 
other  subsidies  to  the  tobacco  industry. 
That  same  federal  government  regularly 
sends  tobacco  along  with  food  to  needy 
countries  being  aided  through  the  Food 
for  Peace  program. 

Is  the  federal  government  seriously 
concerned  about  the  hazards  of 
smoking?  We  wonder. 

At  first  glance,  it  also  might  appear 
that  the  tobacco  industry  itself  is  serious 
about  the  health  hazards  of  smoking.  For 
several  years  the  industry  has  claimed 
great  interest  in  public  health.  It  has 
pointed  to  its  efforts  to  develop  “safer” 
cigarettes  and  has  claimed  it  has  not  pro¬ 
moted  its  product  among  non-smokers,  but 
simply  has  competed  for  an  existing 
cigarette  market. 

Still,  the  industry  spends  $500  million  a 


year  to  advertise  smoking  in  ads  which  no 
impartial  observer  could  justifiably  deny 
glamorize  smoking.  It  also  takes  no 
expert  in  communications  to  recognize 
the  market  at  which  the  young,  virile  cow¬ 
boys  and  sexy  women  of  the  ads  are  di¬ 
recting  their  pitch  —  the  young  people  and 
teenagers  of  America. 

The  tobacco  industry’s  lack  of  concern 
was  further  dramatized  by  the  fact  that, 
before  the  latest  Surgeon  General’s  report 
was  even  released,  the  Tobacco  Institute 
held  a  press  conference  to  denounce  the 
report  as  a  “publicity  stunt." 

Is  the  tobacco  industry  seriously  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  hazards  of  smoking?  We 
wonder. 

At  first  glance,  it  likewise  might  appear 
that  the  American  public  is  serious  about 
the  effects  of  smoking.  When  the  first  re¬ 
port  was  issued  in  1964,  four  out  of  ten 
Americans  were  smokers.  Today,  only 
three  out  of  ten  Americans  smoke. 

Still,  while  smoking  among  men  has 
declined  from  53  to  38  percent,  smoking 
among  women  has  remained  constant  at  30 
percent,  thus  raising  the  sheer  number  of 
female  smokers  considerably.  Smoking- 
related  illnesses  cost  Americans  $5  to  $8 
billion  a  year.  More  than  100,000  children 
under  the  age  of  13  are  smokers.  Ameri¬ 
cans  spend  $12  to  $18  billion  a  year  on  their 
smoking  habits. 

Is  the  American  public  seriously 
concerned?  We  wonder . 

It  is  time  that  we  all  became  serious 
about  the  problems  posed  by  smoking  in 
our  society.  Double-talk  and  sleight-of- 
hand  tricks  by  the  government,  the 
tobacco  industry  or  the  general  public 
will  not  get  the  job  done. 


Kent  State:  long  path  to  healing 


More  than  eight  years  after  Ohio 
National  Guard  troops  fired  into  a  crowd 
of  students  during  a  war  protest 
demonstration  at  Kent  State  University, 
the  State  of  Ohio  has  agreed  in  an  out-of- 
court  settlement  to  pay  $655,000  in 
damages  to  wounded  survivors  and  the 
parents  of  the  slain  students  (see 
TM/UMR,  Jan.  12). 

While  the  payment  of  any  sum  of 
money  can  never  remove  the  anguish  the 
shootings  brought  to  the  victims  and 
their  families,  the  settlement 
symbolically  represents  the  state  ac¬ 
cepting  a  degree  of  responsibility  for  the 
deaths  —  a  significant  act  of  healing  for 
all  involved. 


We  are  thankful  that,  from  the 
beginning,  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
recognized  the  pastoral  needs  of  those 
families  and  individuals  caught  up  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  tragedy,  and  gave 
support  when  it  was  needed.  We  also  are 
thankful  for  35,000  persons  —  many  of 
whom  were  United  Methodists  —  who 
contributed  nearly  $800,000  to  a  UMC- 
administered  fund  used  to  sustain 
victims  and  their  families  through  the 
long  years  of  litigation. 

Finally,  we  pray  that  the  lessons  of 
Kent  State  —  lessons  about  the  price  paid 
when  violence  replaces  reason  —  will 
never  be  forgotten. 


My  Witness 

6 The  Upper  Room’ is 

beacon  along  my  way  Charlotte 

Adelsperger 


By  CHARLOTTE  ADELSPERGER 

This  past  summer  our  family  visited 
the  Upper  Room  Chapel  in  Nashville  for 
the  first  time.  As  we  knelt  alone  in  the 
Grover  C.  Emmons  Prayer  Room  there. 
I  felt  gratitude  to  God  for  His  workings 
through  the  numerous  ministries  of  “The 
Upper  Room.”  Prayer  request  sheets, 
some  marked  “urgent,”  caught  my 
attention.  I  was  kneeling  where  many 
intercessions  have  been  uttered  for 
hundreds  of  people.  I  added  my  silent 
prayer  and  gave  thanks  for  the 
significant  role  of  “The  Upper  Room"  in 
my  life  since  childhood. 

Like  thousands  of  other  readers,  I  have 
often  felt  that  a  given  scripture  and 
meditation  was  “just  for  me”  on  a 
particular  day.  In  response  I  wrote  my 
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spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  l  nited  Methodism  s 
membership  Kditorial  opinions  expressed  are  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  publisher,  but  represent 
the  opinions  of  the  Reporters  editorial  staff 
Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the 
Reporter  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff. 
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Individual  subscriptions  $6  00  per  year  for 
national  edition  rales  for  Annual  Conference  edi 
tions  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more  subscriptions  to 
the  national  edition,  available  upon  request 
Second  Class  postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas 
POSTMASTER  Please  send  address  changes  to 
P  t>  Box  221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222 


own  thoughts  which  were  used  in  1973 
and  1976.  To  my  surprise,  upon  both 
publications  I  received  phone  calls  and 
letters  from  readers  whom  I  had  never 
met,  as  well  as  from  thoughtful  friends. 
The  love  of  God  was  alive  through  all  of 
them!  The  fellowship  of  “The  Upper 
Room”  came  alive,  too. 

The  worldwide  outreach  of  this 
devotional  guide  was  first  made  real  to 
me  in  1961  when  I  saw  the  many  language 
editions  on  display  at  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  in  Oslo,  Norway.  I 
noticed  them  being  read  by  Germans, 
Japanese,  Norwegians  and  others.  When 
I  took  “La  Chambre  Haute”  (French 
edition)  in  my  hands  and  began  to  read, 
it  did  something  to  me.  I  had  a  special 
sense  of  kinship  with  Christians  around 
the  world.  It  made  a  subscriber  in 
French  out  of  me  to  this  day ! 

Specific  Christian  closeness  to  others 
has  occurred  for  our  whole  family  since 
1976  when  we  signed  up  for  “The  Upper 
Room’s”  Family-to-Family  Program. 
We  have  a  meaningful  correspondence 
with  a  minister  and  his  wife,  natives  of 
Umtali,  Rhodesia.  Through  their  warm 
letters  and  prayerful  sharing,  we  have  a 
deeper  understanding  of  problems 
Christians  face  there. 

Enthusiasm  for  a  daily  devotional 
guide  can  be  contagious.  One  Saturday 
morning  last  year  our  eight-year-old 
daughter  woke  me  with,  “I  just  wrote  a 
story  for  ‘The  Upper  Room’.”  She  had 
written  about  a  tough  experience  she  had 
had  the  night  before  at  the  roller  skating 
rink.  We  mailed  it  to  the  editors.  On 
Christmas  Eve  day  Karen  learned  that 
her  meditation  was  chosen  to  be  used 
June  15,  1978.  What  a  wonderful  surprise 
for  a  little  girl!  Even  her  brother,  John, 
said,  “Neat.” 

To  our  further  amazement,  Karen 
received  a  mysterious  envelope  from 
Heidelberg.  Germany.  Sender?  It  was 
from  a  woman  —  the  German  translator 
of  “The  Upper  Room”  who  had  already 
been  touched  by  Karen’s  message.  The 
lovely  letter  arrived  almost  miracu¬ 
lously.  The  only  address:  Karen  Sue 
Adelsperger,  Prairie  Village,  Kansas, 
U.S. A.  The  letter  concluded  with:  “Your 
witness  is  important  to  me.  Stay  close  to 
God.  He  is  the  best  friend  I  know." 

To  the  staff  of  “The  Upper  Room,”  its 
contributors,  and  its  readers  everywhere 
I  echo,  “Your  witness  is  important.  Stay 
close  to  God." 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor.  Charlotte 
Adelsperger.  is  a  member  of  Asbury 
UMC  in  Prairie  Village.  Kansas. 
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Views  offered  on  Bible  as  ‘Word  of  God’ 


To  the  Editor : 

The  article  by  Richard  Dunn  headlined 
“We  should  worship  God,  not  the  Bible” 
(TM/UMR,  January  5)  must  make  the 
average  layman  wonder  what  the 
seminaries  are  or  are  not  teaching  these 
days. 

The  writer  states,  “One  of  the  biggest 
sins  ever  committed  by  the  Christian 
church  has  been  to  call  the  Bible  the 
Word  of  God.”  In  our  United  Methodist 
“Discipline,”  309.1  under  Ordination 
states:  “To  be  ordained  to  the  ministry  of 
Word  is  to  be  authorized  to  preach  and 
teach  the  Word  of  God.”  For  most 
Methodists  from  the  time  of  John  Wesley 
until  today  the  Word  of  God  has  signified 
the  Bible.  Is  Mr.  Dunn  suggesting  that 
any  book  will  do? 

Most  students  of  the  Bible  find  the 
WORD  just  as  modern  and  up-to-date  as 
if  it  was  written  today.  This  book,  THE 
BOOK,  was  written  by  inspired  men. 
True  some  were  of  outstanding  intellect, 
some  were  just  average,  but  all  point  to 
one  thing  .  .  .  Christ!  Is  there  some  other 
volume  or  works  of  man  that  has  Christ 
as  our  counselor,  Christ  as  our  advocate  or 
Christ  as  our  redeemer?  Most  of  us 
Bible-believing  Methodists  will  stick  with 
“God’s  Book”;  Mr.  Dunn  can  use  some 
other  tome  if  he  wishes. 

Kenneth  L.  McKee 
Richardson,  Texas 
Don’t  worship  Bible 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you,  Richard  Dunn,  for  your 
article  "We  should  worship  God,  not  the 
Bible"  in  the  “Here  I  Stand”  section  of 
the  January  5  issue  of  TM/UMR. 

In  our  ignorance  and  selfishness,  past 
and  present,  we  seek  to  make  God  in  our 
own  image  rather  than  opening  ourselves 
to  the  constantly  revealing  living  God 
available  through  the  God-given  spirit 
within  each  of  us. 

Your  plea  to  stop  misusing  the  Bible 
and  start  worshiping  a  living  God  is  very 
appropriate  any  time,  but  especially  now. 

Norma  Wilkening 
Columbia,  Missouri 

Readers  confused 

To  the  Editor: 

Rev.  Richard  C.  Dunn  seems  to  have 
confused  the  readers  with  his  statements 
concerning  the  living  word  (TM/UMR, 
January  5). 

He  states:  “The  living  Word  cannot  be 
spoken  any  more  than  you  can  speak  a 
person.” 

Jesus,  it  should  be  remembered  in  St. 
John  6:63  said:  “The  words  that  I  have 
spoken  to  you  are  spirit  and  life.” 

However,  his  point  that  Jesus  is  the 
living  Word  is  correct;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  anyone  is  off  base  by  referring  to  the 
Bible  as  the  “Word  of  God.” 

Robert  E.  Ericson 
Shelton,  Connecticut 
Word  is  ‘living’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen!  to  Richard  Dunn’s  affirmation 
of  God’s  living  Word  (TM/UMR, 
January  5).  His  articulate  and  concise 
comments  speak  freedom  for  God’s 
Word  in  the  church. 

Actually,  God’s  Word  is  free.  Our 
chaining  ourselves  to  the  first  century 
words  in  the  Bible  only  describes  our  sin 
and  alienation  from  the  Word. 

Indeed,  we  must  use  our  Bibles;  and 
more  than  that,  study  them  in  depth,  so 
Christ’s  spirit  may  free  up  the  vital  Word 
for  us  today. 

Let’s  not  allow  the  human  limitations 
and  cultural  expressions  of  the  first 
century  to  keep  us  from  relating  to  our 
God.  Let’s  wrestle  with  the  Scriptures 
until  the  light  of  the  living  Word  shines 
through  in  eternal  truth. 

Susan  N.  Blons 
Rochester,  Minnesota 

Bible  ‘precious’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  not  at  all  pleased  with  what 
Richard  Dunn  had  to  say  in  the  January  5 
issue  in  his  article  entitled  “We  should 
worship  God  and  not  the  Bible.” 

I  suppose  it  is  because  I  am  a 
Trinitarian  in  my  belief  that  I  still  must 
hold  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of  God.  “The 
Word  (Jesus)  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  us  and  we  beheld  his  glory  as  the 
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Help  offered  in  journey 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  In  TM/UMRs 
Jan.  5  issue  an  open  letter  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  from  a  man 
who  described  himself  as  "burned 
out"  of  being  involved  in  religion  was 
printed.  TM/UMR  received  numerous 
letters  of  reply.  The  following  letters 
are  representative. 

I’ve  been  there 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  the  very 
sensitive  article  written  by  Scott  Tyra 
in  your  January  5  “My  Witness” 
column.  To  Scott  I  want  to  say  the 
following: 

I  found  your  article  sensitive 
because  I  found  myself  very  much  in 
the  same  boat  as  you  find  yourself  in 
now.  I  was  also  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  for  many  years.  I  was 
confirmed  at  age  10,  and  did  serve  on 
some  committees  (but  not  as  many  as 
you  did). 

Looking  back  on  that  experience, 
what  caused  me  to  begin  to  lose 
interest  was  the  “why”  everything 
was  being  done.  I  was  so  concerned 
with  the  action,  that  I  had  lost  the 
purpose  of  trying  to  spread  God’s 
love.  My  way  to  deal  with  that  was  to 
take  some  time  away  from  the  church 
and  really  begin  to  think  about  my 
life.  My  church  had  played  a  big  part 
because  they  left  me  with  many  ideas 
that  I  was  only  to  discover  years  later. 

I  guess  in  the  time  that  I  spent  away 
from  the  church,  it  was  the  people 
who  I  saw  that  loved  Christ  and  how 
that  made  a  difference  for  them,  that 
really  had  an  impact.  But  again  I  was 
not  to  discover  that  fact  until  I  had 
backed  away  from  the  church,  and 
then  I  was  able  to  see  it. 

The  end  of  the  story  is  that  I  am  a 
full-time  pastor  in  the  Baltimore 
Conference,  and  really  enjoying  my 
work.  I  attribute  this  mainly  to  the 
fact  that  I  took  the  time  to  study  and 
think  about  the  issues  the  church  was 
facing.  After  all  didn’t  Christ  do  the 
same  thing  when  He  fasted  in  the 
Wilderness? 

For  your  time  away  from  the 
church:  Study,  really  think  as  I  did, 
and  then  try  to  let  God  begin  to  work 
in  your  life.  God  did  in  mine,  and  I  am 
far  from  being  perfect,  and  still  have 
many  problems  besides  all  of  that. 


Good  luck  on  your  pilgrimage,  I 
hope  that  your  path  will  lead  you  back 
to  the  church.  When  mine  did,  I  found 
happiness  and  excitement  like  I  had 
never  known  before. 

I’ll  be  praying  for  you. 

Glenn  A.  Young  Jr. 

Gaithersburg,  Maryland 

Church  holds  promise 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  Scott  Tyra’s  plea 
published  in  the  January  5  issue: 

For  57  years  I’ve  been  a  member  or 
affiliated  with  various  churches.  The 
UMC  has  been  my  church  home  for 
the  most  time.  Presbyterian, 
Congregational,  Latter  Day  Saints 
Church  School  —  I  even  made  a  sad 
attempt  at  serving  as  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
16.  This  was  a  Union  Sunday  School  in 
western  South  Dakota  where  I  was 
reared. 

I  definitely  am  not  denomination 
bound  now  at  73  but  I  am  bound  to  God 
and  what  He  has  mapped  out  for  my 
life. 

He  has  given  me  the  greatest  gift  of 
all  —  love  and  appreciation  for  my 
fellow  man.  He  has  led  me  to  su¬ 
preme  happiness  and  satisfaction  in 
doing  for  others.  He  has  cured  me  of 
the  tendency  to  judge  friends, 
relatives  and  associates. 

These  things  I  may  well  have 
achieved  without  church  affiliation. 
Perhaps  you  can,  too.  But  perhaps 
your  friend  or  loved  one  can’t,  so  by 
your  church  affiliation  you  are 
helping  out  by  presence,  fellowship, 
ability  to  show  genuine  concern. 

Though  in  my  opinion  no  church  is 
without  room  for  improvement,  it 
behooves  you,  Scott,  and  me  to  get  in 
there  and  root  for  the  things  we  want 
it  to  be.  We  are  not  alone.  If  every 
member  of  any  church  took  the  stand 
you  do,  what  could  be  the  result? 
What  could  substitute  for  the  pastors 
who  serve  as  counselors,  soul  doctors 
—  the  ones  whom  we  call  on  for 
weddings,  funerals  and  sickness? 

Yes,  church  holds  for  everyone  of  us 
a  better  way  to  live,  love  and  serve, 
and  after  all,  isn’t  that  what  life  is  all 
about. 

My  prayers  are  with  and  for  you. 

Ina  Gilchrist 
Huron,  South  Dakota 


only  begotten  son  of  the  Father.” 

Neither  can  I  discount  the  sayings  of 
Jesus:  “I  am  the  Way”,  “No  man 
cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me" ;  “He 
that  hath  seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father” ; 
“I  am  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life;  he 
that  believeth  on  me,  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  shall  he  live”;  “I  will  not  leave 
you  comfortless”;  “Lo,  I  am  with  you 
always”  and  so  many  others. 

As  a  Christian  I  do  not  worship  the 
Bible  but  its  precious  words  in  times  of 
sorrow,  pain,  disappointment, 
temptation  have  strengthened  my  faith 
and  I  would  not  want  the  inspiration  of  its 
pages  to  be  destroyed  or  belittled  by 
anyone.  May  men  and  women  still  be 
inspired  by  it  to  worship  God  and  may  it 
still  be  the  world’s  best  seller. 

Miriam  Wesley  Bishop 
Natick,  Massachusetts 

Refreshing  article 

To  the  Editori 

It  was  very  refreshing  to  read  Rev. 
Richard  C.  Dunn’s  “Here  I  Stand" 
column  in  your  January  5,  1979,  issue,  in 
which  he  encourages  us  to  keep  the  Bible 
in  the  proper  perspective  to  God.  Having 
long  shared  his  beliefs,  it  was  good  to  see 
these  beliefs  so  clearly  articulated  and  to 
know  that  those  with  that  belief  do  not 
stand  alone. 

The  Bible  is  one  tool  that  God-inspired 
writers  have  given  us  to  reveal  God’s 
spirit  to  people. 

It  is  certainly  not  the  only  tool  in  God’s 
workshop  of  the  world.  New  tools  and 
new  workers  are  born  in  each 
generation.  They  should  be  recognized 
and  utilized  to  further  the  Kingdom  of 
God  on  planet  Earth. 

Donald  L.  Hildebrand 
Union,  Illinois 

Ignoring  is  problem 

To  the  Editor: 

So  1  and  my  local  church  have 
committed  the  biggest  sin  ever  because 
we  call  the  Bible  the  Word  of  God  ( Here  I 
Stand,  January  5)?  Great  men  of  God, 
past  and  present,  great  learned  Bible 
scholars,  many  expositors  of  the  Word 
refer  to  the  Bible  as  God’s  Word.  I  stand 
with  them. 

God  said  it  all  in  the  Bible.  We  are  told 
not  to  take  away  nor  to  add  to,  but  to 
obey. 

It  is  tragic  but  no  surprise  that  man 
wants  to  have  God  saying  something 
more  that  would  put  His  stamp  of 
approval  on  our  new  morality  including 
homosexuality,  open  marriages,  living 
together  without  the  benefit  of  marriage, 
abortion .  .  .  you  name  it. 

The  tragedy,  the  sin,  is  not  in 
worshipping  the  Bible,  but  in  ignoring  the 
Bible. 

Margueriette  Blalack 
Carrollton,  Texas 

Ownership  myth 

To  the  Editor: 

Bud  Herron’s  article  on  Jim  Jones  and 
the  UMC  states  that  local  churches  are 
owned  by  the  church  at  large  (TM/UMR, 


December  8). 

This  is  a  popular  myth,  which  leads  to 
considerable  misunderstanding.  Local 
church  property  is  not  owned  by  the 
Annual  Conference. 

The  conference,  through  the  District 
Superintendent,  has  veto  power  on  a 
proposed  sale  of  property  —  which  gives 


the  strong  control  factor  you  indicate, and. 
helps  to  protect  vis  from  tak^gyeg 
movements.  But  the  local  church  holds 
title,  buys  and  maintains,  and  initiates 
sales,  receiving  the  proceeds. 

Lowen  Kruse 
Lincoln,  Nebraska 


Here  I  Stand 

Struggles  with  both  our  faith  and 
6 unfaith 9  are  still  important  today  Da£ 
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By  DAVID  TRICKETT 

Last  year  Wesley’s  Chapel  was 
reopened.  Methodists  from  around  the 
world  came  together  to  rededicate  a 
building,  but  not  just  that;  they  com¬ 
mitted  themselves  anew  to  service  in 
the  world. 

For  many,  this  time  of  rededication 
also  has  been  one  of  searching  for 
Methodism’s  spiritual  heritage.  It  is 
most  fitting,  then,  that  we  turn  again  to 
the  thoughts  of  John  Wesley,  in  order  to 
learn  something  of  who  we  as  a 
denomination  are.  We  really  ought  not  to 
stop  with  Wesley  though;  there  are 
others  whose  thought  was  important  for 
the  early  leaders  of  the  Wesleyan 
movement,  and  they  should  be  attended 
to,  also.  One  of  these  people  is  William 
Law. 

Law,  an  older  contemporary  of  the 
Wesleys,  is  best  remembered  for  his 
devotional  writings.  It  was  250  years  ago 
that  he  published  his  most  renowned 
book,  “A  Serious  Call  to  a  Devout  and 
Holy  Life."  In  it,  he  set  out  to  rebuke  a 
faithless  generation,  and  to  call  it  to 
repentance.  The  chief  obstacle  in  the 
way,  of  course,  was  the  one  which  always 
seems  to  have  been  a  stumbling  block: 
how  are  we  to  live  in  the  world,  and  yet 
not  lose  our  integrity  as  faithful  persons? 
Law  recognized  that  humans  tend  to 
commit  themselves  to  persons  or  causes 
which,  however  valuable  they  may  be. 
are  transitory.  This  is  misplaced  faith; 
one’s  life  commitment  ought  never  to  be 
so  placed.  The  only  loyalty  which  is 
worthy  of  our  fundamental  and  final 
allegiance  is  one  which  is  directed  to 
God,  and  not  to  a  god. 

Problems  arise,  however,  in  our 
attempts  to  understand  who  God  is;  we 
often  confuse  symbols  (e.g.,  “God  the 
Father,"  Jesus  as  the  Christ,  the  church, 
tradition,  the  Bible)  with  the  reality 
toward  which  they  all  point.  What  we 
require  is  a  means  by  which  to  sort  out 
our  priorities  correctly;  and  this  is  just 
what  Law  tried  to  provide,  with  his  use  of 
the  ideas  “devotion”  and  “holy  living.” 

What  characterizes  the  devotional  life 
is  its  unswerving  attention  to  the 
presence  of  God  in  the  whole  of  life.  One’s 
way  of  understanding  reality  is 
transformed  by  the  vivifying  encounter 
each  of  us  —  simply  as  existing  humans 
—  has  with  our  source  and  end,  God.  We 
see  that  the  way  to  live  faithfully  is  to 
turn  from  the  lesser  gods  to  the  One 


without  which  these  idols  could  not  even 
be  at  all.  We  find  that  God’s  life  extends 
not  merely  to  the  human  realm,  but 
rather  permeates  the  whole  fabric  of 
existence,  and  that  we  are  to  share  the 
divine  life. 

Does  any  of  this  make  sense  today? 
How  does  a  scientific  age  speak 
meaningfully  of  “God”  and  of  “holy 
living”?  What  we  must  do  is  to  think 
about  what  necessarily  must  be 
presupposed  for  us  (and  our  fellow 
creatures)  to  be  at  all.  When  we  do  this, 
we  find  that  at  the  base  of  our  experience 
is  the  awareness  that  our  existence  is 
bound  up  with  those  of  fellows-in-life  (not 
just  fellow  humans),  and  that  we  all  are 
embraced  by  a  “whole."  This  sense  of  the 
whole  embracing  the  many  is  the  ground 
of  our  awareness  of  God.  The  recognition 
of  a  claim  upon  us.  and  the  concomitant 
realization  that  our  vocation  is  to  affirm 
this  claim,  leads  us  to  live  faithfully.  This 
is  what  Law  (and  others,  including 


Trickett 

Jeremy  Taylor)  meant  by  "holy  living”;' 
it  is  the  single-minded  obedience  to  God 
which  informs  all  our  thoughts  and 
actions,  and  which  leads  us  to  be 
committed  to  that  to  which  God  is 
committed  —  the  salvation  of  the  whole 
creation.  J 

Even  in  this  brief  space,  it  is  clear  that 
the  interests  which  were  vital  forf 
William  Law  are  also  our  proper! 
concerns.  Simply  because  we  normally, 
think  in  different  categories  from  our; 
forebears  such  as  Law  does  not  mean; 
that  their  struggles  with  faith  and  unfaithj 
are  unimportant  to  us  today. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
David  Trickett,  is  a  doctoral  candidate  in 
systematic  theology  at  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  Texas. 


Wesley 

Manor 

Retirement 

Village 

Jacksonville, 

Florida 


We  Live  In  A  Carden! 

So  states  one  of  the  residents  of  beautiful  Wesley  Manor,  a  full-service 
retirement  village  located  on  an  arm  of  the  picturesque  St.  Johns  River.  All 
apartments  are  ground  level,  each  opening  onto  its  own  private  patio  dnd 
garden  With  all  necessary  services  provided  and  over  50  acres  of  grounds. 
there  are  both  time  and  space  for  either  quiet  serenity  or  active  involvement.  In 
this  secure,  relaxing  atmosphere  with  warm,  congenial  neighbors  like  yourself, 
vou  will  feel  at  home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

WESLEY  MANOR  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious,  comfortable  living 
with  everv  service  provided,  including  full  health  care  You  may  either  call  or  ■ 
write  for  full  information  to  be  sent  to  vou  bv  return  moil 

WESLEY  MANOR  STATION,  State  Rd.  13  S.  Jacksonville.  Fla.  32223 
R  Grady  Snowden.  Jr..  Administrator  Phone  904/268-5541 

A  facility  of  Jacksonville  Methodist  Home  Inc  of  the  Jacksonville  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of 
The  I 'nited  Methodist  Church  hut  non-sectarian  in  its  benefits 
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New  church 
area  plan 

is  tabled 

Bv  WILLIAM  E.  STEEL 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  The  Western 
Jurisdiction’s  Committees  on 
Conferences  and  Episcopacy,  meeting  in 
joint  session  here  Jan.  17  voted  to  set 
aside  recommendations  which  would 
have  led  to  the  creation  of  a  sixth 
episcopal  area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  jurisdiction  in  1980. 

Dorene  Uppinghouse,  chairperson  of 
the  Committee  on  Conferences  said  that 
the  complexities  and  uncertainties 
surrounding  current  Pacific  Homes- 
related  litigation  made  it  seem  unwise  to 
pursue  the  proposal,  earlier  drafted  by 
members  of  her  committee.  The  draft 
proposal,  which  would  have  divided  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  into  two  areas  in  1980,  would 
have  only  added  further  confusion  to  an 
already  difficult  legal  situation,  she  said. 

Dr.  Harvey  Pothoff,  chairperson  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  said  that  ' 
the  two  committees  heard  from  many 
persons  throughout  the  jurisdiction 
before  finally  recommending  that  the 
1980  Jurisdictional  Conference  not  create 
a  sixth  area  in  1980. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Trotter,  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  San  Diego,  and  chairperson  of  an 
ad  hoc  committee  studying  the  draft 
proposal  for  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Conference,  appeared  before  the  joint 
session,  and  presented  a  series  of 
concerns  which  had  surfaced  in  the 
present  Los  Angeles  Area,  including  the 
effect  on  ethnic  minority  representation 
in  the  proposed  conferences,  impact  on 
pensions,  and  funding  requirements  for  a 
new  area. 

Dr.  Pothoff  indicated  that  the  Pacific 
Homes  matter  was  the  major 
determining  factor  in  the  current 
decision.  ‘‘Our  committees  simply  felt 
that  there  were  too  many  unknown 
factors  relating  to  the  impact  of  a 
possible  re-alignment  of  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference,  and  that  it  would 
be  wise  to  postpone  any  action  at  this 
time.” 

Mrs.  Uppinghouse  noted  that  the  action 
includes  a  recommendation  that  the  1980 
Jurisdictional  Conference  direct  the 
committees  to  continue  to  study  the 
feasibility  of  a  sixth  episcopal  area. 

Some  members  of  the  group  stated 
their  belief  that  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  should 
ultimately  be  divided,  but  others  were 
not  convinced.  Studies  presented  by  Dr. 
Pothoff  indicated  that  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference  is  large,  only  in 
terms  of  the  Western  Jurisdiction  where 
it  currently  represents  some  35  percent 
of- "the  membership.  Throughout  the 
denomination;  however,  the  conference 
actually  ranks  $1SV  iH'humber  of  pastoral 
charges  and  26th  in  total  membership  (of 
the  45  episcopal  areas  in  the  United 
States). 

Bishop  Charles  Golden  told  the 
committees  that  his  own  administrative 
load  had  been  lightened  considerably  by 
the  addition  of  an  Administrative 
Assistant,  authorized  by  conference 
action  in  1978. 

Mr.  Steel  is  editor  of  “Circuit  West,” 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR. 


Classified 

FOR  SALE :  60  NEW  ROYAL  BLUE  polyester  crepe 
choir  robes  by  Ireland  Needlecrafl;  ordering 
mistake;  various  sizes  from  junior  high  through 
extra-large  adult.  $40  each.  Inquiries.  Dolan 
Bayless,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box 
348,  Ponca  City,  Okla .  74601 ,( 405 1 762-1681 

1976  GULBRANSON  PRESIDENT  ORGAN,  24 
pedal,  suitable  living  room,  small  church,  chape! 
Like-new  condition.  $3800  Contact  Betsworth,  604 
Sioux,  Barrington,  Ill.  60010.  (312)  381-6443 

COMPLETE  PIPE  ORGAN  SERVICES.  New  organs 
—  maintenance  —  rebuilding  —  additions  —  chimes 
Casavant  Freres  Inc  ,  2512  Westridge  Drive,  Plano. 
Tex.  75075.  (214  )  422-7337.  Serving  Texas,  Arkansas. 
Oklahoma  and  Louisiana. 

REMODELING  -  FOR  SALE:  40  Church  pews,  ten 
to  twenty-six  foot  lengths,  all  wood.  S  &  K 
Manufacturer,  pew  cushions,  excellent  condition. 
(214)  321-2601  or  (214  )  341-3326 

HOLY  LAND  AND  ROME:  Unforgettable  ten  day, 
all  expense  tour  Leave  March  12.  Write  immediately 
for  brochure  to  Dr.  Charles  R.  Thigpen,  7112 
Frontage  Road,  NE,  »154,  Albuquerque,  N.M.  87109. 

WESLEY  TOUR  -  BRITISH  ISLES:  16  days,  $1178, 
departing  Chicago  July  2.  Contact  Carlton  Forshee, 
Superintendent,  3410  Greysolon  Place,  Duluth,  Minn 
55804. 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION:  Church 
of  2,000  members,  state  university  community 
Salary  negotiable.  Immediate  need.  Send  resume  to 
Robert  M.  Lamison,  Chairman,  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee,  Newark  United  Methodist 
Church,  69  E.  Main  Street,  Newark,  Del.  1971 1  or  call 
(302)738-2601. 

CHURCH  BONDS  —  9  year  to  14'*  payout  84%  to 
9%.  $38,500  available  in  denominations  of  $500  or 
$1,000.  Write  or  call  St.  Matthews  United  Methodist, 
13424  E.  31st.  Tulsa.  Okla.  74145.  <918  )  622-8703,  663- 
5658  or  6Z7-4163.  Bonds  are  approved  for  I.R.A 
Investments. 

MARCH  19-29  ISRAEL-JORDAN  Visit  private 
homes,  Petra,  Masada  Total  $1300  Minneapolis, 
$1175  New  York.  24  limit.  Dr  Don  Haarup,  620  Bluff 
Ave.,  Brainerd,  Minn.  56401.  (218)  829-4116,  -6076 

MAY  1979  -  TOUR  TO  SPAIN,  Portugal  and 
Morocco.  August  1980  -  Tour  to  Eastern  Europe 
including  the  Oberammergau  Passion  Play  Write 
for  brochures  and  details  Mildred  Tohir,  9101-51 
Friars  Road,  San  Diego,  Calif.  92108. 

HEALING  IN  THE  WESTERN  WORLD,  a  March  10- 
11  conference  presenting  current  knowledge  within 
the  disciplines  of  Psychology,  Medicine,  Business, 
Anthropology.  Linguistics,  Engineering,  Religion, 
Science,  17  internationally-known  speakers,  all 
leaders  in  their  fields.  $65  fee  plus  rooms  on  San 
Diego's  beautiful  Mission  Bay .  Special  student  rates ; 
nurse's  credit.  Largest  conference  of  its  kind  in 
Southern  California.  For  brochure  and  special  rates 
through  Feb.  20,  contact:  Dr  Mary  Ann  Brummer. 
4640  Jewell,  Dept.  2,  Suite  202-C,  San  Diego,  Calif 
92109.  (714  )  270-3791. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Program  Director  Las 
Cruces,  N.M.,  population  50,000.  St  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  1500  members,  is  seeking  a 
qualified  person  to  coordinate  church  wide 
programs,  training  and  workshops  Salary  range 
$10,1)00-12.000.  Available  now  Contact  Stephen 
Matson,  Chairman,  Staff-Parish  Committee,  2130 
Hixon  Drive.  Las  Cruces.  N  M.  88001 

DIRECTOR  OF  EVANGELISM  and  Promotion  in 
downtown  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Decatur,  III.  Interested  in  diaconal  or  ordained 
person  Will  send  job  description  on  request  Write 
Dr.  W.  Harold  Loyd,  201  W  North  St.,  Decatur,  III 
62522. 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


In  the  first  episode  of  the  new  TV  drama  "Roots:  The  Next  Generations,”  the 
deeply  religious  black  community  accepts  a  white  man  (played  by  Richard 
Thomas,  left)  who  marries  the  granddaughter  (played  by  Fay  Hauser)  of 
Chicken  George  —  the  man  who  brought  his  family  from  slavery  to  freedom  in 
the  small  Tennessee  town  called  Henning.  Henry  Fonda  (right)  plays  the  father 
who  disowns  his  son  for  marrying  the  black  girl.  The  episode  also  points  up  the 
emergence  of  ‘‘Jim  Crow”  laws  against  blacks  and  the  growing  threat  of  white 
extremists.  abc-tv  photos 

National  Council  offers 
guide  for  ‘Roots’  sequel 

NEW  YORK  —  Encouraging  churches  and  individual  Christians  to  view  and 
discuss  the  up-coming  ABC-TV  14-hour  drama  ‘‘Roots:  The  Next  Generations,” 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  is  offering  free  a  discussion  guide  to  persons 
who  write  for  it. 

The  new  drama  will  air  for  eight  nights  beginning  Feb.  18.  The  story  is  a 
continuation  of  one  of  the  most  popular  television  events  of  all  time  —  “Roots”  — 
and  tells  the  triumphant  saga  of  one  family’s  emergence  from  slavery  through  the 
harsh  years  of  Reconstruction  and  on  through  author  Alex  Haley’s  search  for  his 
roots. 

“Black  history  is  American  history,”  said  Claire  Randall,  general  secretary  of 
the  NCC.  “Black  churches  and  black  clergy  have  played  a  major  role  in  this 
struggle.  All  churches  and  all  Christians  share  responsibility  in  what  is  still  an 
unfinished  task  of  achieving  full  freedom  and  opportunity  for  all  people  in  this 
nation.” 

Persons  desiring  the  “Film  Feedback"  discussion  guide  for  “Roots:  The  Next 
Generations,"  may  send  a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to:  Communication 
Commission,  The  National  Council  of  Churches,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  Room  858, 
New  York.  N.Y.  10027. 


Christians  seek  food  policy 

Farm ,  hunger  dilemmas  viewed  in  ‘ light  of  Gospel’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

KERRVILLE,  Texas  —  Two  crises  — 
world  hunger  and  the  rapidly 
disappearing  family  farm  —  locked 
horns  here  last  week  as  Southwestern 
farmers,  ranchers,  church  leaders 
and  a  handful  of  urban  consumers  sought 
new  directions  “in  the  light  of  the 
Gospel”  to  these  dilemmas. 

From  a  two-day  consultation  came  the 
primary  finding  that  economic  self- 
interest,  charity  and  concern  for  the 
world  community  do  not  rule  out  each 
other.  In  fact,  the  three  seen  together  can 
provide  realistic  Christian  motivation  for 
finding  solutions,  participants  decided. 

Setting  out  to  work  toward  a  Christian 
food  policy  for  a  hungry  world, 
approximately  150  United  Methodists  of 
the  Southwest  Texas  conference  arrived 
at  a  “statement  of  conclusions."  They 
hope  the  “conclusions”  will  be  “starting 
points”  for  additional,  similar  meetings 
in  districts  and  local  churches  in  the 
conference  and  a  contribution  toward 
formulating  a  national  Christian  food 
policy. 

While  other  consultations  on  food  and 
hunger  in  recent  years  have  determined 
to  write  a  policy  statement,  this  group 
appears  to  be  the  first  to  define 
successfully  broad  areas  of  agreement 
between  producers,  consumers  and 
church  leaders.  The  “conclusions" 
include  a  theological  statement,  an 
affirmation  of  the  church’s  need  to  speak 
out  on  public  policy,  a  lengthy  section  on 
farm  workers  and  immigration  law  as 
well  as  others  on  trade  practices  and 
foreign  assistance,  consumer  issues  and 
the  family  farm. 

Keynote  speakers  set  the  stage 
presenting  each  “actor”  in  the  complex 
drama  of  agriculture  and  world  hunger 
“in  full  dress."  But  first  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  of  the  Dakotas  Area  set  the 
“backdrop  of  faith." 

The  bishop  observed  that  the  emerging 
world  view  is  centered  on  the  "self”  — 
the  “me”  decade.  The  phenomenon  is 


particularly  widespread  in  three  areas: 

(1)  “escapist  hedonism."  (2)  “blatant 
consumerism”  and  (3)  “self-centered 
religion.” 

Bishop  Armstrong  noted  the 
“hedonistic  escapes”  prevalent  in 
alcoholism,  the  subculture  of  drugs.  TV 
sit-coms  and  movies  that  "laugh  to 
scorn"  the  institution  of  marriage,  and 
irresponsible,  promiscuous  sex  which 
has  become  a  way  of  life  impinging  on 
every  age  level. 

Of  “blatant  consumerism,"  he  said, 
“success  is  still  measured  in  cars, 
homes,  airplanes,  wardrobes  and  other 
frills-on-end.  The  dollar  sign  has  chased 
the  crucifix  clear  off  the  sky.” 

The  bishop  said  this  world-view  is 
spilling  over  into  self-centered  religion 
which  transfers  selfishness  to  the  realm 
of  the  spirit.  He  questioned  a  faith  that 
looked  only  for  ‘what’s  in  it  for  me,'  for 
special  gifts,  special  blessings  and  “stars 
in  my  crown.”  He  said  a  faith  that 
retreats  from  reality,  shuns  controversy 
and  the  needs  of  a  desperate  world  “is 
not  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Agriculture  has  problems 

Presenting  the  agriculture  crisis  in  the 
U.S.  were  several  agricultural 
economists  and  extension  officials:  (1) 
inflation  which  is  driving  up  costs  more 
consistently  and  faster  than  farm  prices, 

(2)  the  middle-size  family  farm  which 
produces  70  percent  of  all  the  food  and  is 
hardest  hit  by  this  "cost-price  squeeze,” 

(3)  the  increasing  risk  and  uncertainty 
in  farming  with  declining  net  returns  on 
investment,  (4)  a  new  world-wide  wave 
of  protectionism  which  could  hurt  U.S. 
farm  exports  and  (5)  a  legacy  of  old 
federal  farm  programs  designed  for  an 
era  of  surpluses. 

Dr.  Ron  Knutson,  economist  at  Texas 
A  &  M  University  at  College  Station, 
predicted  that  the  survival  of  the  family 
farm  and  nutrition  would  be  the  two 
major  issues  of  the  ’80s  in  agriculture.  He 
said  “today's  farm  problems  are  not  the 
same  since  1972  with  the  advent  of  a 
tighter  supply /demand  balance,  food 


‘Provincial’ charge  rejected 


Rural  churches  show  concern  over  hunger 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Those  who  claim  rural  people  are 
“provincial"  and  not  overly  concerned 
about  world  hunger  have  not  been  lately 
to  any  of  hundreds  of  rural  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Kansas,  if  reports 
coming  in  from  two  predominantly-rural 
annual  conferences  there  are  represen¬ 
tative. 

Farmers  care  about  the  world’s 
hungry  people,  leaders  there  will  firmly 
say.  A  nearly-completed  $300,000  “Tara" 
project  for  an  African  village  by  the 
churches  in  Kansas  West  conference  — 
and  an  ambitious  three-pronged  effort  to 
eradicate  hunger  in  Mexico,  Haiti  and 
the  U.S.  by  the  Kansas  East  —  attest  to 
that. 

In  fact,  claims  Kansas  West’s  hunger 
task  force  chairperson  Coralee  (Corky) 
Ramsey  of  Johnson,  “farmers  may  be 
the  most  mission-minded  people.  They 
understand  where  food  comes  from  and 
the  problems  in  raising  it.  And  they  want 
to  feed  a  hungry  world." 

But  farmers,  perhaps  better  than  some 
other  United  Methodists,  know  that  "the 
world’s  food  problems  can’t  be  solved  by 
simply  giving  food  away,"  Ms.  Ramsey 
says.  That’s  one  reason  “Tara,”  a  self- 
help  project  for  villagers  in  the  Sahel, 
Niger,  has  been  so  successful,  she 
maintains.  “Farmers  want  to  help 
people  learn  to  help  themselves.” 

Like  other  United  Methodists, 
however,  rural  people  need  some 
“handles”  to  fight  hunger,  according  to 
Dale  Fooshee  of  Garnett,  who  chairs  a 
Kansas  East  hunger  task  force.  Show 
them  a  need,  ask  churches  to  respond  in 
ways  they  find  most  meaningful,  and 
provide  “a  direct  connection  with  the 
folks  they  help.” 

In  Kansas  East,  where  346  of  the 
conference’s  355  local  churches  joined  in 
a  Bishop’s  Roundup  for  Hunger  last 
December  and  produced  $145,000  in  a 
single  day,  a  “direct  connection"  with  a 
Heifer  International  project  near 
Puebla,  Mexico  —  and  with  UM 
missionaries  Terry  and  Muriel 
Henderson  there  —  has  made  all  the 
difference,  conference  leaders  say.  So 
have  three  work-study  visits  to  Mexico 
by  conference  teams. 

Whatever  the  reasons  that  inspire 
churches  to  fight  hunger,  rural  churches 


in  Kansas  have  found  them,  say  a 
number  of  pastors.  “Tara  has  captured 
the  imagination  of  the  whole  Kansas 
West  conference,"  says  the  Rev.  Robert 
Conway,  Mullinville,  “and  the  rural 
churches  have  carried  it." 

Hunger  projects,  like  individual 
churches,  come  in  many  sizes  and 
shapes,  the  pastors  say.  The  UM  church 
in  tiny  Mullinville  puts  on  a  "soup 
Sunday”  each  year  to  raise  money  for 
Tara.  Members  bring  ingredients  for 
soup  to  church,  prepare  it  throughout  the 
Sunday  morning,  eat  it  together  after 
morning  worship  and  send  perhaps  $150 
in  proceeds  to  the  hunger  effort. 

A  few  members  of  the  Mt.  Hope  UMC 
congregation  challenged  the  other 
members  to  match  their  gifts  for  Tara. 
Together  the  congregation  has  raised 
more  than  $2,000,  and  plans  to  keep  the 
fund  going. 

In  Kansas  East  conference,  Garnett 


UMC  raised  21  breeding  hogs  for  a 
repopulation  center  in  Mexico.  The  Twin 
Valley  Parish,  a  cooperative  ministry  of 
eight  churches,  took  on  eight  different 
projects  prior  to  the  Bishop’s  Roundup: 
Toronto  UMC  provided  much-needed 
veterinary  supplies  requested  by  the 
Hendersons  in  Puebla ;  New  Albany  UMC 
collected  infants’  clothing;  the  High 
Prairie  church  held  a  pancake  day  to 
raise  money  for  the  Roundup.  And  the 
whole  parish  polished  off  their  efforts 
with  a  pre-roundup  rally  to  celebrate  and 
dedicate  their  offerings,  according  to  co¬ 
pastor  Marilyn  Gregory,  of  the  parish’s 
t  redonia  church.  “It  doesn’t  take  a  lot  of 
people  to  do  a  lot  of  mission,"  Ms. 
Gregory  maintains. 

At  a  comparatively  urban  church  in  a 
university  setting,  there  are  at  least  two 
good  reasons  for  a  large  missions  budget 
and  at  least  a  dozen  Advance  Specials  for 
hunger  and  a  special  offering  totalling 


$2,000  for  the  December  Roundup,  says 
the  Rev.  Charles  Bennett,  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Manhattan.  “Our  people  are 
deeply  aware  of  the  hunger  crisis,”  he 
says,  “because  many  of  them  are 
university  people  working  in  agriculture 
and  agronomy.  They  travel  all  over  the 
world,  see  the  needs  and  keep  us 
informed  and  motivated.” 

But  another  reason  for  “deep  • 
awareness4’  in  the  congregation,  he 
claims,  is  that  “almost  all  our  people  are 
of  rural  background.  Rural  people  do 
have  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility  for 
eliminating  hunger.” 


shortages  and  recognition  that  we  are  an 
interdependent  world.” 

He  advocated  a  policy  of  export 
expansion,  urged  the  separation  of  food 
and  diplomacy  goals,  and  called  for 
growth  in  overseas  markets. 

Producers  generally  favored  the  idea 
of  expanding  markets,  but  the  Rev.  Paul 
McCleary,  director  of  Church  World 
Service,  (the  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches)  pointed  out  one 
major  problem  with  that  idea  at  the 
moment.  The  80  nations  who  consistently 
are  unable  to  produce  enough  food  for 
their  people  are  also  unable  to  buy  food, 
Dr.  McCleary  said.  Because  of  the  high 
cost  of  energy  they  have  run  out  of  credit 
and  have  become  the  beggars  of  the 
world. 

"It  is  apparent  to  us  as  a  church 
community  that  we  need  to  focus  on 
these  80  nations  to  work  for  food  self- 
sufficiency  and  population  control,”  he 
said. 

Speakers  posed  a  central  dilemma: 
Will  the  U.S.  government  with  the 
support  of  American  farmers  give  aid  for 
agricultural  development  at  the  same 
time  that  the  farmers  want  to  expand 
U.S.  food  sales  abroad,  as  does  the 
government,  to  improve  the  balance  of 
trade? 

“We  can  produce  more  but  who  can 
buy  it?”  asked  Brennon  Jones,  an  issues 
analyst  for  Bread  for  the  World,  a 
Christian  citizens'  movement  that  is 
organized  to  influence  U.S.  government 
food  policy.  “The  issues  are  agricultural 
and  economic  but  the  decisions  have 
moral  and  ethical  implications  for 
farmers  here  and  in  other  countries  and 
for  the  hungry.” 

Health  best  all  around 

Put  squarely  to  the  agricultural 
economists,  Dr.  William  E.  Black  of 
Texas  A  &  M,  said,  “Dead  people  make 
poor  trading  partners.  Anything  we  can 
do  to  put  developing  nations  on  a  sounder 
footing  so  they  are  healthier  both 
physically  and  economically,  will  make 
them  better  trade  partners  ultimately." 

On  that  issue.  Dr.  Knutson  said  the 
relationship  between  economic  self- 
interest  and  meeting  world  needs  has  to 
be  worked  out  through  compromise,  plus 
a  realization  that  one’s  own  self-interest 
is  not  as  important  as  that  of  the  larger 
society.  He  said  in  the  long  run,  "we 
benefit.  It  has  been  proved  that  once  a 
country  gets  off  the  ground  they  become 
good  trade  partners.”  He  said  Taiwan 
was  a  good  example. 

Bishop  Chess  Lovem  of  the  San 
Antonio  Area  urged  participants  to  ask 
their  local  church  Councils  on  Ministries 
to  plan  an  event  to  lift  up  these  issues 
before  a  broader  spectrum  of  the  church. 

Dr.  McCleary  said  a  second  step 
beyond  raising  issues  is  building  linkages 
to  other  parts  of  the  world  and  to  “trust 
church  structures  working  on  hunger.” 


UMC  ‘ connectional  system 
said  to  need  improvement 


President  receives  Martin  Luther  King  award 

ATLANTA  —  The  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Sr.,  President  Jimmy  Carter  and  Mrs. 
Coretta  Scott  King,  widow  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  pray  during  service 
commemorating  the  50th  birthday  of  the  slain  civil  rights  leader,  at  Eber.ezer  Baptist 
Church  here. 

During  the  ceremony,  Mr.  Carter  was  awarded  the  1979  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Non-Violent  Peace  Prize.  In  a  15-minute  speech,  the  President  said,  "I  hope  that  in 
this  anniversary  year  I  will  be  able  to  sign  a  bill  proclaiming  Jan.  15  as  a  national 
holiday  in  honor  of  Dr.  King's  principles  and  accomplishments." 
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People  in  the  news  . . . 


Overcomes  skepticism 
Admitting  “a  great  deal  of 
skepticism  about  any  Presidential 
Commission. “  a  United  Methodist 
minister  from  New  York  recently 
accepted  an  appointment  to  such  a 
commission  because  “I  think  some 
things  can  be  accomplished.”  Dr. 
Eugene  L.  Stockwell,  head  of  the 
overseas  missions  unit  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  will  serve  on  a 
20-member  Presidential  Commission 
on  World  Hunger.  To  help  him 
accomplish  things.  Dr.  Stockwell  is  in 
the  process  of  naming  a  50-member 
panel  to  advise  him.  The  former 
executive  of  the  World  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
said  the  commission  has  hopes  of 
completing  its  report  by  June,  1979, 
but  “a  more  realistic  goal  might  be 
the  end  of  summer.” 

At  a  crossroads 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  is  at 


a  “crossroads”  in  its  relations  with  its 
member  churches,  especially  over  its 
recent  controversial  statements  on 
public  issues,  warned  the  council’s 
general  secretary  Dr.  Philip  Potter,  a 
clergyman  of  the  West  Indies 
Methodist  Church.  A  case  in  point,  Dr. 
Potter  recently  told  the  agency’s 
Central  Committee,  is  the  grant  made 
to  the  Patriotic  Front  of  Zimbabwe 
last  year  by  the  Council’s  Special 
Fund  to  Combat  Racism.  Claiming 
that  "insights  gained  have  been  too 
many  and  too  fast  for  our  (member) 
churches  to  digest  and  make  their 
own,”  he  said  “we  have  had  to  face 
the  ugly  spectacle  that  many  persons 
in  our  major  contributing  churches 
are  clamoring  for  the  reduction  or 
withdrawal  of  support  of  the  council, 
and  even  of  membership,  if  they 
disagree  strongly  with  particular 
actions  ...”  He  called  on  the  Council 
to  become  more  sensitive  to  “the 
plurality  of  confessions  and  the 


distinctive  character  of  each  of  the 
member  churches."  The  Central 
Committee  voted  to  continue  the  work 
of  its  Program  to  Combat  Racism 
with  “clearer  interpretation  to 
increase  comprehension  in  the 
churches.” 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNN  AM  III 
Editor 

HOUSTON  —  Both  a  general  church 
leader  and  a  bishop  emphasized  the 
need  to  improve  the  relationship 
between  different  parts  of  the  United 
Methodist  connectional  system  during  a 
wide-ranging  dialogue  between  annual 
conference  and  general  church  leaders 
here  last  week. 

Asked  what  he  sees  to  be  the  major 
issues  confronting  United  Methodism  in 
the  future,  the  Rev.  Ned  Dewire,  chief 
executive  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  listed  as  first 
the  need  “to  reconnect  the  connection" 
between  different  parts  of  the  church.  He 
said  a  primary  purpose  of  the  church's 
general  agencies  needs  to  be  providing 
resources  which  will  “enable  local 
churches  to  focus  on  their  mission  and 
ministry." 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  of  Houston 
said  he  believes  that  providing  local 
churches  an  opportunity  to  practice  “des¬ 
ignated  giving"  to  general  benevolence 
causes  should  be  a  major  issue  at  the  1980 
General  Conference,  and  that  such  a 
provision  would  significantly  benefit  all 
parts  of  the  church  —  including  the 
general  agencies  —  through  increased 
giving. 

The  setting  for  this  exchange  was  a 
dinner  meeting  and  discussion  involving 
the  chief  executives  of  United 
Methodism’s  general  boards  and 
agencies  and  some  50  leaders  of  the 
Texas  Annual  Conference. 

The  general  agency  heads  were  in 
Houston  for  one  of  three  meetings  they 
hold  each  year  to  discuss  their  work  and 
emerging  needs  and  issues  within  the 
church.  At  a  previous  meeting,  the 
national  executives  decided  to  hold 
future  meetings  in  different  cities  across 
the  nation  and  to  build  into  their  agenda  a 
session  with  local  leaders  for  the  purpose 
of  dialogue  and  interpretation 

During  the  three-hour  discussion,  area 
church  leaders  submitted  several  dozen 
questions  to  the  national  leaders  which 
spanned  the  spectrum  of  issues  with 
which  general  church  agencies  are 
involved.  The  questions  ranged  from 
"How  did  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 


Board  of  Global  Ministries  become 
involved  in  an  abortion  rights  lawsuit 
against  the  head  of  the  U.S. 
government’s  welfare  department?",  to 
“How  long  do  you  believe  the  UMC  can 
continue  to  provide  its  ministers  the 
guarantee  of  an  annual  appointment?”, 
to  “What  was  the  rationale  for  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  taking  a  position 
directly  opposite  to  an  action  by  the  1976 
General  Conference  on  national  health 
care  funding?” 

Each  question  was  answered  by  the 
head  of  the  agency  to  which  the  issue 
pertained.  And  the  agency  heads  also 
posed  some  questions  of  their  own.  For 
example  the  Rev.  Tracey  Jones  of  the! 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  asked:  “In  light 
of  the  UMC’s  declared  ecumenical  spirit, 
how  should  we  in  top  administrative 
posts  interpret  the  General  Conference’s 
legislation  limiting  executive  positions  to 
United  Methodists?”  While  vowing  to 
uphold  this  and  other  General 
Conference  actions,  Dr.  Jones  expressed 
hope  that  this  legislation  would  be 
altered  by  the  1980  General  Conference. 

The  candid  manner  in  which  the 
questions  were  asked  and  answered 
revealed  a  number  of  differences  in 
outlook  and  point  of  view  between  the 
national  and  area  church  leaders.  But 
both  Bishop  Crutchfield  and  Dr.  Dewire 
expressed  the  belief  that  such  dialogues 
between  members  of  different  parts  of 
the  church  family  are  beneficial  because 
they  "enable  us  to  deal  with  issues  as 
persons  and  fellow  Christians  who  share 
a  common  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
rather  than  just  in  terms  of  stereotyped 
roles.” 


Philip  Potter 
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Billy :When  God  calls ,  I’ll  be  ready 


Billy  Baker 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (RNS)  —  Billy  Baker  is  seven  years  old, 
has  an  incurable  cancer  and  will  defy  medical  experts  if  he 
lives  another  six  months. 

But,  even  though  Billy  knows  the  hopelessness  of  his 
situation,  it  doesn’t  bother  him  one  bit  because  the  sandy- 
haired  youngster  said  he  has  made  a  personal  pact  with  God. 

Whether  a  figment  of  an  active  imagination,  a  by-product  of 
endless  nights  of  troubled  sleep  or  genuine  apparitions,  Billy 
says  he  has  regular  visits  from  God  —  three  and  four  every 
month  for  the  last  four  years. 

Billy  is  an  engaging  youngster. 

He  is  chubby  and  his  light-colored  hair  is  thinned  in  uneven 
patches  from  chemotherapy  treatments. 

He  weighs  his  words  carefully  in  conversation  and  displays  a 
vocabulary  and  poise  that  could  put  many  college  seniors  to 
shame. 

“The  first  one  (person)  that  I  learned  from  that  I  had  a  bad 
disease  was  from  God,”  Billy  told  Common  Sense,  the 
Memphis  Catholic  newspaper,  in  an  interview.  “He  said, 
‘Billy,  you  got  a  bad  disease  but  don’t  worry  because 
everything  is  going  to  be  all  right!  ” 

“That  shocked  me  for  a  minute.  But  God  told  me  it’s  just  like 
leaving.  He  said  he’s  got  a  room  ready  for  me.  I  have  to  leave 
my  family  but  they  will  come  up  later." 

What  will  you  do  when  God  calls  you  to  die?  Billy  was  asked. 

“If  he  wants  me,  I  go."  the  youngster  replied  with  shocking 
candor.  "I  would  put  it  this  way  ...  I’m  ready  to  go.  I’m 
going  to  be  buried  next  to  my  grandmother  in  Ohio.  But  I’m 
not  scared  because  he’ll  tell  me  when  he’s  ready  and  I’ll  say, 
‘OK,  I’m  ready’  and  then  I’ll  go.” 

Billy  said  he  had  his  first  visit  from  God  four  years  ago  while 
the  family  still  was  living  in  Tampa,  Fla. 

The  first  visit  came,  according  to  his  parents  —  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Baker  —  shortly  after  they  had  been  informed 


Billy  says  Cod  was 
the  first  to  tell  him  of 
his  disease  when  He 
visited  him  and  said, 
“Billy,  you  got  a  bad 
disease  but  don’t  worry 
because  everything  is 
going  to  be  all  right!” 


that  their  son  was  suffering  with  incurable  lymphocytic 
leukemia. 

While  the  parents  still  were  trying  to  determine  how  much 
they  should  tell  their  son  about  his  illness,  Mrs.  Baker  said 
Billy  had  several  more  “visits  from  God”  in  which  he  was  told 
that  he  was  gravely  ill. 

The  family  now  resides  in  Memphis  to  be  closer  to  St.  Jude 
Children’s  Hospital  where  Billy  undergoes  regular 
chemotherapy  treatments. 

The  Rev.  Brian  Szorady,  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  Catholic 
Church  and  chaplain  at  St.  Jude,  said  Billy  has  told  him  many 
times  “in  great  detail  about  his  visits  from  God  and  I  quite 
frankly  don’t  know  what  to  say  about  them." 

“Whatever  it  is,  the  boy  tells  the  same  story  each  time  and 
his  details  of  appearance  and  other  matters  never  varies,”  the 
Franciscan  priest  said.  “You  tell  me.” 

Billy  gave  this  account  of  his  visits : 

“When  he  first  visited  me,  he  had  a  long  white  beard  and  he 
had  seven  little  white  puppy  dogs.  He  said,  ‘Tell  your  mom  not 
to  worry,  that  everything  is  going  to  be  all  right.’  " 

Billy  recalls  “God's  voice”  as  being  “kind  of  soft”  and  that 
he  called  him  “by  my  first  name,  Billy.  And  I  could  see  him 
plain. 

“The  last  time  I  saw  God  was  last  night,”  Billy  said.  “He 
wore  a  white  robe.  I  can  see  all  (full  length)  of  him.  But  you 
can’t  touch  him.  When  you  try  to  touch  him,  your  hand  goes 
right  through  him. 

“Sometimes  when  he  talks  to  me  I  can’t  see  him.  But  I  can 
hear  him.  I  hear  him  as  if  he  was  off  in  a  distance.” 

Father  Brian  said  “by  all  rules,  Billy  should  have  died  some 
time  ago.  But  he’s  still  here.” 

Summing  up,  Billy  sets  his  little  jaw  in  a  sign  of 
determination  and  muses: 

“When  God  will  call  me  is  up  to  him.  When  he  calls  I’ll  be 
ready.  He  said  not  to  worry  and  I  ain’t  worrying.” 


Muslim  anti-Shah  leader  called 
‘clerical  fascist,  anti-Semite’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  prominent 
strategic  affairs  analyst  has  described 
Ayatollah  Ruholla  Khomeini,  the  key 
religious  figure  in  the  opposition  to  the 
Shah  of  Iran,  as  “a  clerical  fascist"  and 
“a  violent  anti-Semite." 

Michael  Ledeen,  executive  editor  of 
the  “Washington  Quarterly,”  published 
by  the  Center  for  Strategic  and 
International  Studies  at  Georgetown 
University,  said  the  evidence  for  this 
assessment  of  the  character  of  the  exiled 


Iranian  Muslim  leader  is  contained  in  the 
leader’s  published  speeches. 

Mr.  Ledeen  leveled  his  charges  in  the 
Wall  Street  Journal  (Jan.  5)  in  an  essay 
entitled,  “Khomeini’s  Theocratic 
Vision." 

“Khomeini’s  attacks  on  the  Shah," 
said  Mr.  Ledeen.  “  are  cut  from  a  single 
piece  of  theological  cloth.  In  both 
‘Islamic  Government,’  a  collection  of  his 
lectures  published  in  Arabic  in  1970,  and 


Super  Bowl  star  deplores 
6 need  always  to  be  No.  1 9 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  “It  seems 
that  we’re  all  caught  up  in  the  fever  of 
being  No.  1.  Either  as  participants  or  as 
spectators,  we’re  dominated  by  the  need 
or  desire  to  always  be  on  the  top.  Now 
this  kinda  scares  me  because  this  seems 
to  be  the  way  we  judge  ourselves  and  our 
self-worth  ...  by  whether  or  not  toe’re 
No.  1." 

Those  are  the  words  of  Terry 
Bradshaw,  quarterback  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Steelers  just  named  most 
valuable  player  in  the  National  Football 
League. 

With  them,  he  launched  the  first  of  four 
church-sponsored  documentary  films  on 
America’s  preoccupation  with  being  No. 
1. 

The  film,  dealing  with  success  in  sports 
and  business,  was  shown  by  some  150 
television  stations  in  connection  with 
Super  Bowl  XIII  Jan.  21  in  which  the 
Steelers  played  the  Dallas  Cowboys  for 
the  professional  football  championship. 


tk<>  »Vr  srMI  sysk» 

A  television  series  for  volunteer  teochers 
hosted  by  Art  linkletter  and  Jane  Jayroe 
Now  available  on  one-half  inch  VHS 
videocassettes  for  teacher  training 
$595.00 

Twelve  30-minute  VHS 
videocassettes 


Twelve  videocassettes  and  one 
Panasonic  (model PV-1100)  four-hour 
home  videorecorder  $1495 

United  Method. H  Communical>ont  Council  (214)  744  0345 


P.  O.  Bo*  990 
Dallas,  Tx.  75221 


Pittsburgh  won  35-31. 

The  Minneapolis-based  American 
Lutheran  Church,  it  was  said,  “lucked 
out”  in  selecting  Mr.  Bradshaw  to  star  in 
the  first  documentary,  which  was  filmed 
months  before  it  was  known  that  the 
Steelers  would  be  battling  it  out  in  the 
Super  Bowl. 

“Being  preoccupied  with  being  No.  1 
creates  false  standards  and  an  unreal 
society  in  which  people  are  always 
taught  that  winning  is  not  the  most 
important  thing  .  .  .  it’s  everything,”  Mr. 
Bradshaw  says  in  the  film. 

Dr.  John  Bachman,  director  of  the 
church’s  office  of  communication  and 
mission  support,  said  the  series,  which  is 
entitled  "We’re  No.  1?”.  “contrasts  the 
theology  of  the  cross  and  triumphalism. 

“It  analyzes  the  question,  ‘Can  the  last 
(servants  of  the  Lord)  be  first  (success 
syndrome),  and  still  last  (still  be 
servants  and  still  endure)  as  people  in 
society?”’ 


‘Khomeini  and  His  Movement,’  a 
collection  of  his  speeches  and  harangues, 
published  in  Persian  in  1975,  Khomeini 
criticizes  the  Shah  for  violating  Islamic 
law  and  for  betraying  the  principles  of 
the  Koran.” 

This  volume,  according  to  Mr.  Ledeen, 
contains  numerous  passages  denying  the 
legitimacy  of  any  form  of  government 
for  Muslims  except  that  in  which  the 
Koran  is  the  law  and  the  mullah,  or 
Muslim  clergyman,  is  the  leader. 

Ayatollah  Khomeini  reveals  his 
antagonism  against  Jews,  Christians, 
and  members  of  the  Bahai  sect,  an 
offshoot  of  Islam,  in  the  1970  volume: 

"Before  us  we  see  the  Jews  making  a 
mockery  of  the  Koran,  and  distorting  its 
text .  . 

“In  Tehran  (the  Iranian  capital) 
Christian,  Zionist  and  Bahai  missionary 
centers  issue  their  publications  in  order 
to  mislead  people  and  to  alienate  them 
from  the  teachings  and  principles  of 
religion. 

“Is  it  not  our  duty  to  demolish  these 
centers?" 

Mr.  Ledeen,  in  his  Wall  Street  article 
sums  up  his  reflections  on  Ayatollah 
Khomeini’s  “Theocratic  Vision” : 

“No  matter  how  strongly  one  may 
deplore  the  Shah’s  authoritarianism,  no 
matter  how  revolting  one  may  find  the 
excesses  of  Savak  (the  Iranian  secret 
police),  there  can  be  little  reason  for  any 
democratic  citizen  of  the  West  to 
sympathize  with  Ayatollah  Khomeini, 

“For  if  he  has  a  major  voice  in  the 
government  of  Iran,  all  women  and  all 
those  not  in  the  good  graces  of  the 
Muslim  divines  will  be  second-class 
citizens,  and  all  Iranians  subject  to  stern 
punishment  for  violating  the  theocratic 
code.” 


Muslim  leader 

NEW  YORK  — 1  Ayatollah  Khomeini, 
the  exiled  spiritual  leader  of  the  Iranian 
uprising  (shown  in  Paris  recently), 
wrote  an  open  letter  printed  as  an 
advertisement  in  The  New  York  Times 
on  Jan.  12,  in  which  he  urges  Christians 
to  withdraw  their  support  for  the  Shah. 

His  letter  follows  in  part:  “I,  in  the 
name  of  the  oppressed  people  of  Iran, 
request  you  the  Christian  nations  to  pray 
during  your  holy  days  for  our  nation 
which  is  encumbered  by  a  tyrant  king, 
and  to  pray  to  the  Almighty  God  for  their 
deliverance.  I  request  you  the  great 
nation  to  warn  the  leaders  of  some  of  the 
Christian  countries  who  are  supporting 
the  tyrant  Shah  with  their  Satanic  Power 
and  crushing  a  nation  under  repression 
and  tyranny  and  make  them  aware  of  the 
teachings  of  Blessed  Jesus.  I  request  the 
Christian  clergy  to  advise  the  leaders  of 
some  of  the  powerful  countries,  and  to 
condemn  their  support  for  the  one  who 
has  turned  away  from  the  divine 
teachings.”  The  advertisement  was 
signed.  "In  Peace,  Rouhollah  Mussavi 
Khomeini.” 
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New  Christian  education  design 

South  Carolina  church  tries  it  out 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

SUMTER,  S.C.  —  Christian  education 
that  involves  the  whole  church  and 
community  is  the  key  to  strengthening 
and  revitalizing  the  black  church.  At 
least,  that  is  the  concept  of  a  pilot 
program  in  Emmanuel  United  Methodist 
Church  here. 

“Christian  education  is  not  just  the 
church  school,”  says  Marian  Jones, 
South  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
resource  person  for  the  program.  “It  is 
whatever  happens  in  the  church  — 
stewardship,  career  planning  and 
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Each  CHINA  PACKET  contains 


•  Hudson  Taylor's  Spiritual  Secret,  the  book  (hat  tells  the  spiritually 

challenging  story  of  the  physician  who  founded  the  China  Inland 
Mission. 

•  A  report  on  a  recent  trip  to  China  by  a  lormer  Methodist  miss  ionary 

to  China,  Dr.  James  Pv ke. 

•  Articles,  booklets  and  brochures  highlighting  evangelical  ministries 

with  the  Chinese  and  urging  an  exploration  of  viable  ways  to  share 
the  Gospel. 

Your  mission  vwjrk  area  or  United  Methodist  Women  will  study  China  this  next  year. 
Onler  a  CHINA  PACKET  lor  eath  participant  Soundly  Bibik al.  politically  realistic, 
thoroughly  evangelistic,  this  packet  can  he  used  with  confidence, 
extra  dimension  to  the  study  in  your  chun  h. 
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counseling,  creative  ministries  for  the 
community.” 

The  idea  is  to  create  a  total  Christian 
education  program,  including  the  church 
school,  which  will  involve  all  members  in 
the  activities  of  the  church  and  which 
will  create  new  programs  to  meet  needs 
of  people  in  the  church  and  community. 

So  far  among  the  jobs  accomplished: 
the  educational  wing  of  the  church  has 
been  redecorated  by  members,  a 
basketball  team  formed,  arts  and  crafts 
made  and  sold  during  the  Christmas 
season,  a  weekday  Bible  study  group  has 
been  meeting  and  a  young  adult  choir 
formed.  The  church  is  also  in  the  process 
of  purchasing  a  bus  or  van  to  use  in  all  its 
ministries. 

“The  emphasis  is  on  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  involvement,”  said  Mrs.  Jones, 
“and  putting  their  skills  to  work  in 
the  church.” 

“We  are  organizing  a  new  church 
school  that  will  involve  the  local  church 
and  the  community,”  said  Nan  Smith, 
chairperson  of  the  church  task  force  that 
oversees  the  project.  “We  have  just 
started,  but  the  local  church  knows 
what’s  going  on,  and  it  is  brightening  up 
the  church.”  she  said. 

The  program  is  part  of  the  conference 
Christian  education  project  under  the 
Board  of  Education  and  supported  by  the 
UMC’s  ethnic  minority  local  church 
priority  emphasis.  If  successful, 
Emmanuel's  program  will  serve  as  the 
model  for  other  black  churches  in  the 
conference  and  across  the  country. 

The  Rev.  Clyde  Calhoun,  pastor  of 
Emmanuel,  also  noticed  new  life  in  the 
church,  and  cited  increased  church 
attendance  by  members  and  visitors. 

The  pilot  program  in  Emmanuel  is 
phase  one  of  a  six-phase  program 
devised  by  the  conference.  The  model, 
which  may  be  modified  to  fit  the  local 
setting  will  be  used  in  30  other  churches 
in  the  conference  in  the  next  few  months. 
“By  1980,  we  hope  to  have  reached  all  of 
the  more  than  300  black  churches  in 
South  Carolina,”  said  Mrs.  Jones. 

Leadership  teams  will  go  into  the  30 


churches  and  train  persons  in  ministries, 
such  as  church  school  teaching, 
curriculum  selection  and  writing,  career 
counseling,  confirmation  and  creative 
ministries  for  the  community.  They  will 
show  people  how  to  develop  a  Christian 
education  program  specifically  adapted 
to  their  black  church  and  community. 

For  example,  said  Mrs.  Jones,  church 
school  literature  which  depicts  white 
persons  in  middle  class  setting  does  not 
relate  to  poor  blacks.  Therefore,  many 
black  churches  either  do  not  use  the 
literature,  or  use  it  without  the  ability  to 
adapt  it  to  their  situation.  The  training 
project  will  help  correct  this  problem  by 
showing  teachers  how  to  adapt 
literature,  or  develop  their  own 
materials  for  use  in  church  school. 

Not  only  is  Emmanuel  a  conference 
model,  but  also  a  national  model.  The 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  section  of 
the  denomination’s  Board  of  Discipleship 
in  Nashville  has  adopted  the  program 
and  will  provide  the  church  with  teaching 
materials  and  staff  consultants  who  will 
help  in  designing  specific  programs, 
such  as  an  after  school  church  school 
program  for  children. 

“We  can’t  do  everything  on  the 
national  level,  but  we  can  support  things 
that  give  promise,  and  work  with  them  as 
models  for  others,’’  said  the  Rev.  Fletch¬ 
er  Bryant,  assistant  general  secretary 
for  the  ethnic  minority  local  church  of¬ 
fice.  “The  church  school  is  a  critical  area 
for  the  ethnic  church,  and  must  be  devel¬ 
oped  by  changing  folks  in  the  local 
church.  This  design,  for  involvement 
from  pastor  to  lay  persons,  does  that," 
said  Mr  Bryant. 

The  idea  for  the  conference  program 
originated  at  a  national  consultation  on 
Christian  education  for  the  ethnic 
minority  church,  attended  by  some  of 
Emmanuel  UMC’s  members.  It  was  a 
“triple  spin-off,"  said  Mr.  Bryant.  An 
idea  that  began  at  the  national  level, 
was  picked-up  and  designed  by  an  annual 
conference,  placed  in  a  local  church,  has 
now  returned  as  a  project  of  the  general 
church,  where  it  began,  he  said. 


Evangelist  fails  to 
make  business  listing 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  and  World  Vision 
International  made  it,  but  the  Billy 
Graham  Evangelistic  Association  and 
Youth  for  Christ  International  didn’t. 

“It”  is  the  periodic  listing  issued  by  the 
Council  of  Better  Business  Bureaus  of 
charitable  organizations  which  meet  its 
standards  and  those  which  do  not.  While 
some  groups  contend  that  the  Council’s 
standards  are  unrealistic,  its  listing  is 
generally  considered  a  reputable  index 
of  good  accounting  practices. 

In  its  latest  listing,  which  applies  as  of 
Nov.  1,  1978,  the  Council  notes  that 
omission  from  the  list  of  charities  which 
meet  its  standards  should  not  be 
interpreted  as  either  approval  or 
disapproval.  It  applies  the  same  caveat 
to  organizations  which  do  not  appear  on 
its  list  of  groups  which  fail  to  meet  its 
standards. 

A  number  of  organizations  were  cited 
as  having  failed  to  “disclose  to  any 
inquirer,  upon  request,  current 
information  about  activities,  finances, 
voting  trusteeship  and  accomplish¬ 
ments."  These  included  the  Cathedral  of 
Tomorrow/Rex  Humbard  Foundation, 
Children  of  God,  Operation 
PUSH/People  United  to  Save  Humanity, 
the  Oral  Roberts  Evangelistic 
Association,  United  Jewish  Appeal, 
Universal  Life  Church  and  The  Way 
International. 

Those  which  failed  to  “disclose  upon 
request  information  about  the  decision¬ 
making  structure”  included  the  Billy 
Graham  Evangelistic  Association, 
Christian  Appalachian  Project,  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network,  Community 
Churches  of  America  and  Unification 
Church. 

Charities  which  were  listed  as  Having 
failed  to  “provide  upon  request  an 
annual,  externally  audited  financial 
statement  and  the  auditor’s  report” 
included  the  Appeal  of  Conscience 
Foundation,  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network,  International  Society  for 
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Krishna  Consciousness  (Hare  Krishna), 
Jesus  to  the  Communist  World/Christian 
Mission  to  the  Communist  World, 
Mary  knoll  Fathers/Catholic  Foreign 
Mission  Society  of  America  and 
Unification  Church. 

Among  the  organizations  which  met 
the  Council’s  standards  for  charitable 
solicitations  were  the  following: 
American  Bible  Society,  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ,  Christian  Children’s 
Fund,  Laymen’s  National  Bible 
Committee,  Morality  in  Media,  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews. 

Also,  Planned  Parenthood  Federation 
of  America,  Religion  in  American  Life, 
Salvation  Army,  World  Literature 
Crusade,  and  World  Vision  International. 

Marriage  up  despite 
inerease  in  divorce 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  Nearly 
95  percent  of  all  Americans  have 
married  or  will  marry  at  some  time  in 
their  lives,  according  to  a  new  Census 
Bureau  report  of  husbands  and  wives. 

It  revealed  that  despite  the  widespread 
reports  of  rising  divorce  rates  and  a 
trend  toward  singlehood,  most 
Americans  spend  most  of  their  adult 
years  married. 

About  20  percent  of  Americans  who 
were  married  have  divorced,  but  most  of 
them  remarry,  according  to  the  report, 
“Perspectives  on  American  Husbands 
and  Wives,”  Series  P-23,  NO.  77  (U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  $2.30). 

The  report  covers  ages  of  husbands 
and  wives,  remarriage  and  inter¬ 
marriage,  educational  attainment,  social 
characteristics  of  younger  and  older 
couples,  employment  characteristics  of 
married  couples,  income  and  occupa¬ 
tions  of  married  couples. 
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HAWAII 
July  8  -  luly  21 

Visit  the  Islands  of  Paradise!  Enjoy  a  leisurely 
pace  on  this  two  week  air  tour  to  Oahu  where 
our  deluxe  hotel  is  right  on  Waikiki  Beach.  Plus 
three  Neighbor  Islands— Big  Isle  of  Hawaii,  Val¬ 
ley  Isle  of  Maui,  and  the  Garden  Isle  of  Kauai. 
Gourmet  dining  at  fine  restaurants,  special 
events  like  a  "luau",  Pearl  Harbor  Cruise,  and  a 
visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon  of  the  Pacific. 


ALPINE 
July  9  -  24 

Our  adventure  to  four  Alpine  countries  begins 
with  a  scheduled  Swissair  flight  to  Zurich.  From 
here  our  private  motorcoach  takes  us  to  Ober- 
ammergau  in  Germany,  the  snow-decked  moun¬ 
tains  of  Austria  and  Switzerland,  plus  the  de¬ 
lightful  lake  country  of  northern  Italy.  See  Swiss 
folk-dancing,  taste  authentic  "fondue",  excel¬ 
lent  cuisine.  Stay  in  deluxe  hotels  in  Europe. 


ALASKA/CANADIAN  ROCKIES 
|uly  28  -  August  14 

See  Alaska  and  the  Rockies  in  three  glorious 
weeks  by  air  and  motorcoach,  visiting  Glacier 
National  Park  and  Vancouver  —  plus  a  7-day 
cruise  on  the  famed  Inside  Passage.  See  Juneau, 
Glacier  Bay,  Skagway  and  Trail  of  '98,  plus  the 
Canadian  Rockies,  staying  at  the  famed  resorts 
of  Banff  Hotel  and  Chateau  Lake  Louise. 


These  tours  are  all  escorted  end  the  price  all-inclusive,  with  3  meats  a  day,  deluxe  and  first 
class  accommodstlons,  transportstlon,  snd  grstultles.  Enjoy  the  advantages  of  group  travel  I 
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WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL, 
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Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 
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Please  send  the  following  free  folders  as 
INC  soon  as  ibey  are  prepared:  □  Hawaii 
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Great  theologians  visit  via  video 


The  church  has  begun  a  special 
“Great  Minds  of  Our  Time”  series 
that  features  interviews  by  First 
Methodist  Pastor  the  Rev.  Dr.  D  L. 
Dykes  with  leading  thinkers  in  a 
variety  of  fields. 

Dr  Dykes  went  to  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  to  talk  with  William 
Barclay,  the  noted  theologian  and 
Bible  commentator  To  film  the 
interviews  Dr  Dykes  hired  a  crew 
from  the  British  Broadcasting  Corp. 

Broken  into  easily  digested 
segments,  the  interviews  were  shown 
over  the  church’s  closed-circuit 
system.  The  tapes  have  been  made 
available  to  other  churches.  Dr 
Dykes  has  also  interviewed  Dr. 
Michael  DeBakey.  the  famed  heart 


specialist  in  Houston. 

Dr  Dykes  said  plans  call  for  13 
personalities  to  be  interviewed  for  the 
‘‘Great  Minds  of  Our  Time”  series 

He  said  the  13,  20-minute  programs 
will  be  merged  into  one  program  and 
marketed  to  commercial  or  public 
broadcasting  stations. 

Dr  Dykes  explained  this  series  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  things  the 
church's  television  ministry  has  ever 
done 

He  initiated  it  because  he  said  “I 
felt  so  strongly  the  power  of  the 
television  media  and  the  need  for 
better  quality  programs.  Because  we 
already  had  the  equipment,  the 
responsibility  to  use  it  for  something 
other  than  our  own  usage  seemed  to 
lay  upon  us. 


Asst,  pastors  Jim  Moore  (left)  and  Carl  Rhoads  (right)  being  filmed  on  the  church’s  set  in  the  studio. 


First  Meth odist  And  TV: 


A  Love  Story 


By  BAILEY  THOMSON 

SHREVEPORT  —  In  a  small  studio 
crammed  with  monitors  and  control 
boards,  Jack  Easterwood  glances  at 
the  wail  clock  and  by  remote  control 
tells  his  two  cameramen  to  stand  by. 

Across  town  at  another  studio,  an 
engineer  for  KSLA  Television 
(Channel  12)  finishes  his  countdown 
and  then  switches  video  and  audio 
control  to  Easterwood.  For  the  next 
hour,  Channel  12’s  programming  will 
originate  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  at  the  head  of  Texas  Street  in 
downtown  Shreveport. 

Televising  Sunday  morning 
services  is  only  one  part  of  First 
Methodist’s  growing  involvement  in 
television.  New  ventures  in 
programming  are  bringing  well- 
known  theologians  into  Sunday  school 
classes  and  supplying  commercial 
stations  with  religious  specials., 

And  all  of  it  is  produced  in  the 
church’s  own  studio,  tucked  neatly 
under  a  walkway  leading  from  the 
sanctuary.  Chief  technician  and 
director  Easterwood  heads  a 
volunteer  staff  of  15  who  do 
everything  from  running  the  two  color 
cameras  to  providing  special  effects. 

“There’s  just  no  end  to  the  ideas  we 
have.”  said  the  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads, 
minister  of  education.  Before  coming 
to  First  Methodist  a  year  and  a  half 
ago,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rhoads  had  never 
worked  with  television.  Now  it  is  a  big 
part  of  his  job. 

“We  think  television  has  helped  us 
to  have  a  large  enrollment  and  also  a 
Sunday  school  attendance  that  is 
much  higher  than  the  national 
average,”  he  said.  First  Methodist 
has  over  5,000  members.  About  half  of 
them  are  involved  in  Sunday  school 
classes. 

The  programming  has  two  major 
thrusts:  evangelism  and  education  It 
is  in  the  latter  area  that  for  the  past 
four  years  the  church  has  sought  to  be 
innovative. 

Five  closed-circuit  channels  feed 


television  sets  in  church  classrooms 
with  lessons  on  contemporary 
religious  themes.  These  supplement 
classroom  teaching  and  serve  as 
starting  points  for  discussion. 
Textbooks  round  out  the  instructional 
base 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Don  Webb,  new 
president  of  Centenary  College,  was 
featured  on  one  channel  in  an  eight- 
week  series.  He  joins  a  distinguished 
list  of  religious  and  secular  thinkers 
who  have  taped  lessons  at  First 
Methodist 

“The  ‘Great  Minds  of  Our  Time' 
series  is  giving  the  whole  world  the 
benefit  of  the  best  thinking  of  the 
minds  in  our  time.”  He  said  the  people 
being  interviewed  are  not  necessarily 
the  most  popular  people  of  our  time 
but  the  ones  who  possess  brilliance 
and  are  using  their  minds  to  help  the 
world. 

The  First  Methodist  minister  is  a 
veteran  of  21  years  of  television. 
From  1956  to  1961,  he  wrote  and 
helped  produce  a  weekly  live  drama 
called  "Lifeline”  that  was  aired  on 
KSLA.  The  shows  used  amateur 
actors  from  the  church  and  were 
based  on  actual  cases  from  Dr. 
Dykes’  counseling  files. 

“Lifeline”  was  succeeded  by  live 
televising  of  the  Sunday  morning 
services.  When  KSLA  switched  to  all¬ 
color  broadcasting,  the  church  bought 
two  color  cameras  of  its  own,  and  over 
the  past  eight  years  has  steadily 
added  to  its  production  capabilities. 

Dr.  Dykes  is  a  firm  believer  in  the 
value  of  television  in  spreading  the 
gospel. 

“It’s  my  opinion  that  in  our  time  TV 
and  radio  are  really  the  primary  tools 
of  evangelism  —  reaching  persons  not 
active  in  the  church,”  he  said. 

Once  evangelism  was  conducted 
primarily  through  revivals,  but  non¬ 
church  people  don’t  attend  those  kinds 
of  services  anymore,  said  Dr.  Dykes. 
Visitation  programs  have  been  tried 
but  many  people  don’t  welcome 
strangers  into  their  homes, 


regardless  who  they  are. 

“One  channel  that  goes  into  the 
home  is  television.  People  will 
welcome  us  through  the  tube,"  he 
said.  “I  see  already  that  increasingly 
in  the  future  this  is  the  tool  we  have  to 
get  to  persons  not  in  the  church. " 

Televising  services  also  helps 
minister  to  the  sick  and  very  elderly 
who  cannot  attend  at  the  church,  Dr. 
Dykes  said.  All  together,  an  estimated 
60,000  people  watch  First  Methodist’s 
Sunday  morning  services  every  week 
on  television. 

As  for  the  other  function  of  church 
television  —  education  —  Dr.  Dykes 
said  that  closed-circuit  programs 
have  helped  bring  people  back  to 
Sunday  school.  Highly  qualified 
teachers  now  can  serve  more  people 
and  give  lessons  more  depth. 

“Sunday  school  no  longer  is  dull  — 
it’s  exciting,”  he  said.  Lay  people 
have  responded  by  wanting  more  and 
more  programs. 

Providing  that  is  the  big  challenge 
for  First  Methodist’s  production 
team.  Director  Jack  Easterwood,  who 
designed  and  built  the  church  studio, 
holds  a  full-time  job  as  a  store 
manager,  and  has  to  squeeze  in  taping 
sessions  whenever  he  can.  He  and  his 
volunteer  assistants  have  logged  up  to 
360  hours  in  a  single  busy  month  of 
programming. 

Current  plans  call  for  adding  more 
equipment,  a  piece  at  a  time,  in  the 
studio  and  possibly  making  the 
studio’s  growing  bank  of  video  tapes 
available  nationwide  on  a  syndication 
basis. 

Watching  the  stacks  of  productions 
grow  in  the  studio  shelves  is 
Easterwood’s  most  pleasant  reward. 
"It’s  a  great  satisfaction  because 
you've  got  something  to  show  for  your 
work,”  he  said. 

(Bailey  Thomson  is  a  member  of 
First  UMC  in  Shreveport  and  is 
editorial  editor  for  the  “ Shreveport 
Journal.”  This  article  first  appeared 
in  the  Journal) 


JoAnne  Harris,  adult  program 
coordinator  at  the  church,  helps 
produce  programs  for  various 
church  classes 


Shown  in  the  control  room  which  is  utilized  during  live 
telecasts  originating  in  the  adjacent  studio  is  Jack  Easterwood, 
chief  technician  and  director,  and  another  volunteer. 


Tapes  are  monitored  on  the  church’s  five  closed-circuit 
channels. 
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Methodist  Hospital  Renamed 


Effective  Sunday.  January  14, 
1979,  the  name  of  Methodist 
Hospital  was  changed  to 
“Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital,”  announced  Bingham 
C.  Stewart,  president  of  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

The  new  name  honors  the  life 
of  one  of  Methodist  Hospital’s 
founders  and  benefactors,  the 
late  Pendleton  E.  Lehde.  Mr 
!  Lehde  served  as  President  of  the 
Advisory  Board  during  the 
hospital’s  formative  years  and 
also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  from  the 
Board’s  inception  until  his  death 
in  1977. 

A  “Service  of  Dedication  of  the 
Pendleton  Memorial”  was 
conducted  in  the  hospital  chapel 
Jan.  14  with  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  presiding. 

Methodist  Hospital  is  a  330-bed 
general  hospital  in  eastern  New 
Orleans,  opened  in  1968. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  of  Louisiana  and  Mrs  Pendleton  E 
Lehde  present  the  hospital  a  portrait  of  the  late  Pendleton  E 
Lehde. 


On  Dec.  31,  1978,  students  across  the  state  were  honored  as  the  annual  "Student  Recognition  Day”  was 
observed  and  offerings  were  received  for  the  United  Methodist  scholarship  and  loan  program  At  St  Paul’s 
UMC  in  Monroe  students  dramatized  an  analogy  between  the  armor  of  God  and  the  football  player’s 
protective  equipment  (Photo  at  left)  Tom  Ulrich  gave  the  dramatized  sermon  as  Laura  Sherrod  (on 
Tom’s  left)  and  Mossy  Sartor  (on  his  right)  led  the  worship.  St.  Paul’s  presently  has  63  full  time  university 
students  attending  14  different  schools.  Noel  UMC  in  Shreveport  recognized  its  87  members  who  are  in 
institutes  of  higher  education.  (Photo  at  right)  Betsy  Jordan  and  Mark  Williamson  reviewed  the  program  for 
the  day.  Mark  spoke  about  ‘‘Peace  on  Earth.” 


Youths  Benefit  From  Offering 


Eight  Louisiana  youths  are  attending 
college  due  to  scholarships  and  loans  from 
the  United  Methodist  Student  Day  funds. 

The  students  receiving  funds  and  the 
schools  they  are  attending  include: 
Michael  Hartley  of  Slidell,  Southern 
Methodist  University;  Tracy  Tinsley  of 
Leesville,  Wiley  College;  Jane  Redden  of 
Shreveport,  Wiley  College;  Monte  Rector 
of  Baton  Rouge,  Millsaps  College;  David 
Kneipp  of  Shreveport,  Centenary 
College;  Victoria  Spence  of  Shreveport. 
Centenary  College;  William  M.  Finnin 
Jr.  of  Baton  Rouge.  Iliff  School  of 
Theology;  and  Stacy  D  Cheatham  of 
Leesville,  McNeese  State  University 

Thanks  to  a  record  income  of  nearly 
$500,000  for  United  Methodist  Student 


Scholarship  and  Loan  Office  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  was  able  to  grant  new 
loans  during  each  month  of  1978 
Loan  applications  had  been  rejected 
beginning  in  the  fall  of  each  of  the 
previous  two  years  because  demand 


outstripped  money  available  in  the  100- 
year-old  student  aid  program . 

While  officials  are  rejoicing  over  the 
1978  record,  they  are  concerned  about  the 
prospects  for  1979  Giving  to  the  Student 
Day  offering  through  November  of  1978 
fell  24  percent  behind  the  previous  year. 


Laity  Week  At  Perkins 

Feb.  8-10  —  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  —  is  set  as 
Laity  Week  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas 
Texas. 

"Faith  in  the  Quest  for  Wholeness”  will  be  the  topic  of 
the  lectures.  Registration  is  at  noon,  Feb.  8,  and  the  full  fee 
is  $25. 


Plan  For  Human  Relations  Day.  Feb.  1  1 

Who  Cares?  You  Care! 


“Who  cares?”  seems  to  be  a  common 
expression  today  We  hear  it  at  work,  on 
the  street,  in  school  and  even  in  the 
home.  Lives  have  been  affected  because 
of  this  attitude. 

Jesus  repeatedly  demonstrated  the 
love  of  a  God  who  cares  for  his  people  — 
individuals  and  masses. 

Human  Relations  Day  is  an 
opportunity  for  all  United  Methodists  to 
share  God’s  love  in  caring  for  persons’ 
physical  and  spiritual  needs.  “Quiet 
disasters”  will  be  relieved  when  United 
Methodists  contribute  to  the  Human 
Relations  Day  offering  on  Sundav,  Feb. 
11. 1979. 

Proceeds  from  the  Human  Relations 
offering  go  to: 

*374%  —  United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Services,  administered  by  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries 

*25%  —  In-Service  Training,  admini¬ 
stered  by  the  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry 

*3*2%  —  Police-Community  Relations, 
administered  by  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society 

*34%  —  Community  Developers, 

administered  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries 

Jesus  loved  people  and  cared  for  thei; 


needs.  The  New  Testament  records 
many  instances  of  his  concern  for 
persons  in  distress  —  physical,  mental, 
spiritual,  social  He  mourned  at  the 
death  of  one  friend;  he  wept  for  the 
alienation  of  an  entire  city. 

Yet  even  as  he  anguished.  Jesus  acted 
to  relieve  suffering,  to  heal  both  physical 
and  spiritual  ills. 

Human  Relations  Day  gives  United 
Methodists  a  special  opportunity  to 
emulate  our  Lord’s  concern  for  persons. 
It  is  a  day  to  recognize  the  kinds  of 
distresses  that  engulf  us  in  our  complex 
society.  Neighborhoods  in  decay  and 
despair  Poverty  amidst  plenty.  Injustice 
and  social  structures  that  work  for  some 
but  not  for  all  Racism,  sexism,  and 
ageism  Alienation,  ignorance,  or  just 
plain  lack  of  information 

These  are  the  quiet  disasters  And  like 
an  earthquake,  flood,  or  tornado,  they 
leave  people  paralyzed  by  feelings  of 
shock  or  futility  and  drained  of  hope 
Some  despondently  believe  that  no  one 
really  cares 

But  unlike  the  cataclysms  of  nature, 
the  quiet  disasters  are  undramatic. 
personal  —  and  chronic.  Their  victims 
exist  on  society's  fringes,  never  fully 
shauir »-•  in  ^lenal  sufficiency  or  the 


spiritual  wellbeing  that  modern  society 
promises. 

Through  the  Human  Relations  Day 
offering  United  Methodism  provides 
healing  ministries  in  many  communities, 
rural  and  urban  It  enables  the  nurturing 
of  people  and  the  development  of  skills  to 
serve  those  who  suffer  the  pains  of 
personal  and  social  disasters. 

This  offering  supports  four  people 
serving  programs  United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Service,  Community  Devel¬ 
opers,  Police-Community  Relations,  and 
In-Service  Training 

The  November-December  issue  of  The 
Interpreter  carries  details  about  a 
number  of  Human  Relations  Day 
projects  The  January  1979  issue 
provides  a  poster  for  church  bulletin 
boards. 

(Information  provided  by  Human 
Relations  Day  materials  and  THE 
INTERPRETER  ) 

-  -  - - — ~ — 

Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  executive 
director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  will  be  speaking  at 
\\'esle>  CMC  in  Pine\  ille  at  K:30 
a.m.  this  Sunday.  F'eb.  4.  and  at 
Wilton  UMC  in  Alexandria  at  II  a.m. 
- — - - - - - - 
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A n  Interpretive  A Italy  sis 

Does  homosexuality  resource 
packet  violate  laws  of  church? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


FEBRUARY  2,  1979 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

A  recently  released  Board  of 
Discipleship  resource  packet  dealing 
with  homosexuality  is  in  no  way  a 
balanced  presentation  of  varying  views 
on  the  subject.  On  that,  both  critics  of  the 
packet  and  those  responsible  for  putting 
it  together  seem  to  agree. 

Critics  of  the  packet  charge  it  reflects 
a  single  point-of-view  on  the  nature  of 
homosexuality  —  a  point-of-view  they 
say  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  official 
position  of  the  denomination.  Pointing  to 
church  law  which  prohibits  use  of  church 
funds  “to  promote  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality,''  a  TM/UMR  reader 
recently  wrote  this  newspaper  charging 
the  packet  “subverts  the  ‘(Book  of) 
Discipline'  and  abuses  executive  power" 
entrusted  to  the  board. 

Board  of  Discipleship  officials 
responsible  for  the  packet  unapologet- 
ically  admit  they  did  not  try  to  include  all 
points-of-view  when  they  assembled  the 
resources. 

“Our  main  objective  was  not  to 
balance  the  packet  by  presenting  all 
points-of-view,  but  to  provide  credible 
materials  for  parents  trying  to  under¬ 
stand  their  gay  children  and  for  persons 
providing  ministries  to  gays,"  says  Dr. 
Leon  Smith,  director  of  family  ministries 
for  the  board  and  the  person  who  selected 
the  materials.  Both  Dr  Smith  and  the 
board's  top  executive.  Dr.  Melvin  G. 
Talbert,  say  the  packet  —  regardless  of 
balance  —  does  not  advocate  or  promote 
any  point-of-view.  They  say  it  is  simply 
an  educational  aid.  a  resource  offered  to 
anyone  wishing  to  pursue  the  subject. 
They  deny  any  church  law  has  been 
violated  by  the  packet. 

This  publication  is  not  interested  in 
launching  a  “witch  hunt"  against  any 
church  board  or  in  participating  in  the 
persecution  of  homosexuals  The  issue 
raised  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
packet  is  not  how  United  Methodists 
should  view  homosexuality.  That  issue 
has  been  addressed  by  the  last  two 
General  Conferences,  long  before  that  by 
the  Bible,  and  is  likely  to  remain  an  item 
of  debate  for  Christians.  The  bottom-line 
issue  raised  by  this  packet,  however,  is 
whether  a  general  agency  of  the  church 
has  either  knowingly  or  unintentionally 
abused  its  power  and  violated  the 
dictates  of  the  “Book  of  Discipline.” 
What  does  ‘Discipline’  say? 

Laws,  rules  and  positions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  set  down  every 
four  years  by  the  UMC’s  General 
Conference  —  its  top  legislative  body. 
The  positions  are  listed  in  a  “Book  of 
Discipline”  and  in  a  series  of  published 
resolutions. 

At  the  most  recent  General  Conference 
in  1976,  the  church  ruled  that  “no  board, 
agency,  committee,  commission  or 
council  shall .  .  .  use  funds  to  promote  the 
acceptance  of  homosexuality”  (Para¬ 
graph  906.13). 

A  resolution  passed  at  the  same  con¬ 
ference  says  “.  .  .  general  boards  and 
agencies  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
shall  utilize  human  resources  and  expend 
and  disburse  funds  only  in  support  of 
those  programs  consistent  with  the 
Social  Principles  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church." 

The  UMC’s  “Social  Principles”  affirm 
homosexuals  as  persons  of  “sacred 
worth”  and  call  for  their  civil  rights  to  be 
assured,  but  state  .  .  we  do  not 
condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
and  consider  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.” 

What  is  in  the  packet? 

Even  a  cursory  look  at  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  packet  reveals  that  most 
of  the  resource  writers  do  not  share  the 
official  United  Methodist  point-of-view 
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on  homosexuality. 

In  addition  to  a  cover  letter  from  Mr. 

Smith,  the  packet  contains  ten  pieces  of 
literature  related  to  homosexuality.  Five 
of  the  resources  are  booklets  or 
pamphlets  distributed  by  various 
organizations  which  present  homosex¬ 
uality  as  one  of  the  “natural”  varia¬ 
tions  of  human  sexuality.  Each  of 
these  resources  calls  for  a  change  in  soci¬ 
etal  attitudes  toward  homosexuals  rath¬ 
er  than  a  change  in  the  homosexual’s  life¬ 
style.  The  booklet  writers  include  the  Sex 
Information  and  Education  Council  of 
the  U.S.  (SIECUS),  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force,  the  Gay  Activists  Alliance, 
the  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Human  Re¬ 
sources,  and  the  Public  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Three  items  in  the  packet  are  articles 
offering  parents  and  churchpersons  aid 
in  accepting  homosexual  persons.  Two  of 
the  three  are  written  by  the  head  of  an 
organization  called  "Parents  of  Gays” 
and  offer  help  in  understanding  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  “a  part  of  the  normal  range 
of  human  behavior.”  The  third  resource 
in  this  group  is  a  sheet  with  a  reprint 
from  “The  Church  School”  magazine 
entitled  “Homosexuals  Need  the 
Church”  on  one  side  and  statements 
from  the  UMC’s  “Book  of  Discipline”  on 
the  other. 

The  final  two  resources  are  bibliog¬ 
raphies  which  list  other  materials 
available  on  the  subject.  One  is  a  listing 
of  resources  for  local  churches  studying 
human  sexuality,  compiled  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  second  is  “A  Gay  Bibliography” 
compiled  by  the  Task  Force  on  Gay 
Liberation  of  the  American  Library 
Association. 

The  cover  letter  says  the  packet’s 
purpose  is:  “(1)  to  help  parents  under¬ 
stand  their  children  who  are  gay  and  to 
help  those  members  improve  their 
relationships,  and  (2)  to  provide 
resources  for  church  leaders  in  planning 
ministries  with  families  who  have 
members  who  are  gay.” 

The  letter  also  says  that  “for  other 
helps,  such  as  counseling  services,  you 
may  want  to  contact":  (1)  the  nearest 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  (a 
denomination  made  up  predominantly  of 
homosexuals);  (2)  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force;  (3)  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays;  or  Parents  of  Gays. 

Is  this  advocacy? 

By  presenting  such  a  packet  from  a 
single  point-of-view  is  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  simply  offering  educational 
resource  material,  as  board  officials 
coptend,  or  is  it  engaged,  at  least 
implicitly,  in  advocating  or  promoting  a 
specific  point-of-view  on  homosexuality 
—  a  view  in  conflict  with  church 
doctrine? 

“We  are  not  advocating,”  says  Dr. 

Talbert.  “We  are  simply  providing 
handles  for  persons  who  want  to  pursue 
the  topic.” 

He  said  he  does  not  see  the  packet  as  an 
exhaustive  list,  but  only  “one  of  several 
resources  offered  by  the  church.  ” 

Here  I  Stand 


In  addition,  Dr.  Talbert  points  out  that 
no  World  Service  money  ultimately  will 
have  been  used  to  prepare  the  packet. 
Since  it  is  being  sold  at  $2.50  per  packet 
through  the  board’s  Discipleship  Re¬ 
sources  Division,  the  intent  is  for  it  to  pay 
for  itself,  he  says. 

Dr.  Smith  also  claims  there  is  no  actual 
or  intended  advocacy  in  the  packet. 

“We  are  avoiding  the  political  issue  of 
homosexuality,”  he  told  TM/UMR.  “The 
purpose  is  to  provide  help  for  families 
and  persons  ministering  to  homosexual 
persons.” 

He  said  he  made  no  attempt  to  balance 
the  material  when  he  selected  what 
would  go  into  the  packet,  but  that  the 
only  firm  criterion  had  been  that  nothing 
was  selected  which  would  cause  parents 
to  condemn  harshly  or  to  ostracize  their 
children  because  of  their  homosexuality. 

Asked  why  recommended  counseling 
services  were  all  from  similar  perspec¬ 
tives  and  did  not  include  groups  engaged 
in  efforts  to  change  the  orientation  of 
homosexuals,  Dr.  Smith  said:  “The  best 
counseling  services  are  those  which  help 
persons  understand  who  they  are  rather 
than  trying  to  force  them  to  change.”  He 
went  on  to  say,  however,  that  he  did  not 
oppose  efforts  to  change  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  when  the  ‘gay’  person  wishes  to 
change.  He  said  he  would  try  to  recom¬ 
mend  such  a  counselor  on  a  one-to-one 
basis  for  anyone  with  such  a  desire. 


So,  is  it  advocacy? 

While  we  believe  the  intention  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  staff  was,  as  they 
have  stated,  to  produce  “educational 
resources."  it  seems  obvious  that  the 
attempt  has  gone  astray. 

Whether  intended  or  not,  the  one¬ 
sidedness  of  the  materials  selected  — 
when  taken  as  a  whole  —  undoubtedly 
advocates  a  position  on  the  subject. 

While  such  a  packet  might  conceivably 
include  materials  which  conflict  with 
church  law,  when  it  does  so  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  points-of-view  an 
advocacy  position  is  undoubtedly  being 
taken. 

Unanimity  of  opinion  regarding 
homosexuality  obviously  does  not  exist 
among  United  Methodists.  Regardless  of 
one’s  views  on  the  general  issue, 
however,  we  believe  most  United 
Methodists  would  agree  that  it  is 
inappropriate  for  a  general  church 
agency  to  produce  and  distribute 
materials  which  are  contrary  to  church 
law.  And  in  the  event  such  materials  are 
produced,  they  should  minimally  take 
into  account  what  both  the  “Discipline” 
and  the  Scriptures  have  to  say  about  the 
subject  at  hand.  .  .  .J 

If  you  wish  to  judge  the  packet  for 
yourself,  you  may  secure  copies  by 
sending  $2.50  to:  Discipleship  Resources, 
P.  O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
37202. 

Then  we  suggest  that  you  let  both  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  TM/UMR 
know  whether  or  not  you  believe  the 
packet  involves  inappropriate  “advo¬ 
cacy.” 


Clergywomen’s  meeting 
inspired  and  disturbed 


By  ANDREA  ANDRESS 

January  2-5 1  attended  the  Consultation 
of  United  Methodist  Clergywomen  in 
Dallas  (TM/UMR,  January  12). 

Many  aspects  of  the  consultation 
pleased  me.  The  women  from  the  Central 
Conference  bringing  greetings  from  their 
home  conferences  gave  inspirational 
impetus  to  the  meeting.  Discussion 
concerning  clergy  couples  was  very 
worthwhile. 

The  emphasis  of  the  meeting  emerged 
as  the  striving  for  human  rights  and  the 
ending  of  classism,  sexism  and  racism. 
Rev.  Jean  Audrey  Powers  challenged  us 
not  to  simply  turn  a  patriarchal  structure 
into  a  matriarchal  one  but  to  work  for  a 
distinctively  Christian  church  where  all 
are  equal.  Ms.  Annette  Hutchins-Felder 
warned  the  women  not  to  be  so  afraid  of 
stereotype  roles  that  they  not  deal  with 
children's  rights  and  other  related  issues 
which  needed  to  be  dealt  with. 

But  I  also  found  some  extremely 
disturbing  things  at  the  consultation. 
Prayer  was  noticeably  absent  from  our 
meetings  and  the  worship  services  I 
attended.  (I  attended  almost  all  the 
sessions. )  I  remember  only  one  time  the 
total  group  prayed  and  that  was  because 
of  a  direct  request  from  the  floor.  Rev. 
Doris  Moreland  Jones  urged  the 
participants  who  had  dropped  prayer  as 
outmoded  to  return  to  its  practice.  She 
knew  her  audience. 

I  attended  the  workshop  on  “Lifestyle: 
Gay/Lesbian”  conducted  by  a  lesbian.  It 
turned  out  to  be  a  support  group.  Instead 
of  wrestling  with  the  issue  “Is  this  a 
viable  Christian  option?”,  it  had  more 
the  attitude '  ‘How  do  we  get  the  church  to 
condone  and  not  condemn  us.  to  view 
homosexuality  as  a  true  and  acceptable 
lifestyle  for  Christians?”  Condemning 
the  lifestyle  was  seen  as  condemning  the 
person  On  this  issue,  and  others,  I  felt 
we  had  gone  from  home  plate  to  second 
base  without  bothering  to  even  touch  on 
first.  If  I  am  to  be  convinced 
homosexuality  is  a  valid  lifestyle  for  a 
Christian,  it  must  be  on  firm  theological 
grounds  and  not  on  an  emotional  appeal. 

The  workshop  on  “Women  and  Law.” 
among  other  things,  advocated  abortion. 
No  discussion  was  held  of  the  moral 
injunctions  of  taking  life  or  whether  a 
fetus  is  or  is  not  a  life.  The  outcome  of 
many  of  the  issues  had  been  decided 


before  the  conference  began. 

Wednesday  night  we  met  to  discuss 
strategy  on  how  to  influence  General 
Conference  in  1980  to  consider  our  issues. 
(On  a  private  level  many  of  the  conferees 
criticized  “Good  News”  for  being 
political.)  Thelma  Stevens  warned 
designated  giving  would  be  an  issue  and 
to  allow  it  to  pass  would  condemn  our 
United  Methodist  connectional  system. 
Among  other  issues  she  gave  priority  to 
were:  keeping  the  quota  system,  equal 
pension  benefits  for  men  and  women 
clergy  and  more  acceptance  of  clergy 
couples  and  another  look  at  the  itineracy. 

As  a  woman  I  felt  a  desire  to  join  in  on 
several  issues  and  I  will.  But  at  the  same 
time  I  felt  uneasy  about  the  theological 
base  for  other  issues.  In  a  movement  that 
professes  to  be  for  all  women,  against 
stereotypes  and  for  oppressed  minor¬ 
ities,  I  found  myself  pushed  into  a  stereo¬ 
type  and  I  refuse  to  be  cornered  that 
way.  Issues  presented  came  only  from  a 
liberal  position.  Conservative  theological 
positions  were  never  even  considered. 

I  am  a  woman  and  I  am  an  evangelical. 
According  to  this  consultation  the  two 
don't  exist  together.  But  I  have  found, 
through  study  in  college  (B.A.  in 
Religion)  and  seminary  (M.A.R.  in 
Christian  Education)  the  two  very 
compatible  and  supportive  of  mine  and 
other  women's  ministries  in  the  church. 
The  definition  of  a  liberated  woman 
which  excludes  anyone  from  a 
conservative  theological  belief  is  a  stale 
stereotype. 

■•Here  I  Stand "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor.  Andrea 
Andress,  is  director  of  Christian 
education  at  First  UMC.  Hereford.  Texas 


Church  needs  designated  giving 


To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  commend  you  for  the 
excellent  editorial  on  “selective  giving" 
(TM/UMR,  January  12).  I  feel  you  are 
right  on  target  concerning  this  vital  issue 
in  our  church.  I  believe  you  are  right 
when  you  say  that  worthwhile  programs 
will  not  suffer  when  people  are  given  the 
right  to  choose  where  their  money  goes.  I 
base  this  belief  on  our  local  experience. 

Just  one  year  ago  we  made  “selective 
giving”  the  official  policy  of  our  local 
church.  People  were  given  the  green 
light  to  designate  their  giving  to  areas 
they  considered  most  in  keeping  with 
their  understanding  of  the  Gospel.  The 
results  have  been  most  gratifying.  Some 
of  our  families  who  had  quit  supporting 
the  church  have  begun  to  give  again. 
Some  have  doubled  and  even  tripled  their 
giving.  More  importantly  there  is  a 
completely  different  atmosphere  in  our 
stewardship  program.  A  grudging, 
unhappy,  critical  spirit  has  given  way  to 
a  genuine  desire  to  see  worthwhile 
programs  flourish.  Only  one  apportioned 
item  suffered  (the  Interdenominational 
Cooperation  Fund)  and  that,  in  my 
opinion,  deserved  to  die.  Overall  giving 
was  up  50  per  cent,  providing  more  funds 
for  local  and  beyond  the  local  church 
causes. 

When  we  are  fair  and  above  board  with 
our  people,  they  will  respond!  I  trust  that 
the  General  Conference  will  heed  your 
wise  and  timely  counsel. 

Jim  Terry 
Stratford,  Texas 

Editorial  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Those  of  us  who  have  been  concerned 
about  the  general  apportionment  system 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  recent 
years  applaud  your  editorial,  “UMC’s 
general  funding  system  needs  updating,” 
in  the  January  12  issue.  I  hope  the  1980 
General  Conference  will  duly  note  and 
incorporate  your  suggestions. 

I  feel  stewardship  of  our  financial 
resources  (churchwide)  is  a  Christian 
commitment  not  to  be  taken  lightly,  and 
it  has  been  impossible  under  the  present 
apportionment  system  to  support  in 
Christian  conscience  many  of  the 
programs  of  the  General  Conference.  I, 
for  one,  would  welcome  the  opportunity 
to  support  wholeheartedly  those 
programs  within  the  church  I  feel  are 
worthy  of  my  support,  while  at  the  same 
time  being  able  to  refuse  support  to  those 
programs  which  I  feel  violate  my 
Christian  commitment. 

I  trust  the  membership  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  who  agree  with  the 
position  taken  in  your  editorial  will  make 
their  voices  heard  by  writing  to  their 
bishops  in  support  of  your  suggested 
changes.  Roberta  McVeigh 

Cumberland,  Maryland 

Congratulations! 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  accept  heartiest  congratula¬ 
tions  on  your  fine  and  courageous 
editorial  of  January  12  entitled,  “General 
funding  system  needs  updating.”  You 
have  taken  a  position  and  advanced  a 
viewpoint  long  overdue  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

For  whatever  it  is  worth,  I  heartily 
subscribe  to  the  entire  editorial  and  hope 
it  will  have  the  widest  public  exposure. 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
Houston,  Texas 

Change  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  just  a  word  of  appreciation  and 
encouragement  regarding  your  editorial 
on  changing  the  general  funding  system 
(TM/UMR,  January  12).  Whenever  such 
a  suggestion  is  made,  the  suggestor  is 
made  to  feel  less  than  a  Christian,  a 
person  who  does  not  trust  his  fellow  man. 
Yet  it  is  that  very  trust  that  is  denied  the 
local  church  by  those  who  demand  we  let 
them  decide  where  our  money  will  be 
spent,  for  they  know  best. 

So  much  time  is  spent  locally  in 
frustration  over  one  or  two  items  that 
many  ministries  we  do  want  to  support 
are  endangered.  If  the  general  church 
cannot  trust  the  local  churches,  how  can 
we  trust  them?  Let  us  hope  many 
churches  take  lime  to  petition  the 
General  Conference  to  make  some 
changes. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  —  keep  us  in¬ 
formed!  .  , 

Robert  Quick 

Washington  Court  House.  Ohio 

Bad  implications 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  suggestion  in  your  editorial  of 
January  12  that  local  churches  be 
enabled  to  contribute  selectively  to 
programs  they  approve  and  withhold 
funds  from  those  of  which  they 
disapprove  presents  some  interesting 
implications. 

Suppose  my  church  collects  my  pledge 
and  my  majority  vote  sends  my  money  to 
one  general  benevolence  which  I  dislike 
while  withholding  all  funds  (including 
my  contribution)  from  another  —  one 
which  I  heartily  embrace. 

The  only  fair  solution  is  for  every 
member  to  make  an  exhaustive  study  of 
all  the  apportionments  and  then  write 
separate  checks  to  those  which  he 
happens  to  like. 

Can  you  imagine  the  horrendous 
amount  of  bookkeeping  this  plan  would 


TM/UMR  welcomes  new  local  editions 


With  this  issue.  TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  church  editions  at  San  Ramon 
Valley  UMC  in  Alamo.  California 
(California-Nevada  Annual  Conference) 
and  Mount  Vernon  Place  UMC  in 
Washington.  D.C.  (Baltimore  Annual 
Conference). 

Each  week  about  675  subscriber- 
families  at  San  Ramon  Valley  UMC  and 
about  850  subscriber-families  at  Mount 
Vernon  Place  UMC  will  receive  special 


editions  of  TM/UMR  with  their  own  local 
church  news  printed  on  the  front  page, 
annual  conference  news  printed  on  the 
back  page,  and  general  church  news  and 
comment  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome."  We  hope  you  find  your  new 
church  newspaper  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  1  Letters  t.o  the  Editor. " 


entail?  Probably  ALL  the  money  would 
end  up  in  the  pockets  of  the  bookkeepers 
( or  the  computer  technicians ) . 

You  profess  “a  basic  trust  in  the 
Christian  integrity  and  commitment  of 
the  church’s  members.”  Too  bad  you  do 
not  feel  this  same  trust  in  the  integrity 


and  commitment  of  our  church’s  leaders, 
who  (on  the  basis  of  far  more  expertise 
than  you  and  I  have  the  time  or 
inclination  to  acquire)  make  these 

decisions  for  us.  .  „ 

Jean  Henson 

Greenville,  Texas 


Hunting  has  good  side 


To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Rev.  Phil  McLarty’s 
article  on  "Thou  shall  not  kill,"  I  feel 
there  are  many  others  who  share  the 
same  feeling  and  belief.  I  do  respect  their 
attitude.  However,  I  would  like  to 
suggest  that  every  time  they  start  to  eat 
a  piece  of  meat,  they  realize  they  are 
partly  responsible  for  that  animal’s  life 
being  taken  so  they  can  eat  it.  Also,  how 
many  of  this  group  would  state  that  they 
have  never  killed  an  ant,  a  fly,  mosquito, 
spider  or  a  mouse?  These  all  have  a 
brain  and  a  living  body  and  are  a  part  of 
God’s  creation.  Would  someone  of  this 
group  give  their  interpretation  of  “Thou 
shall  not  kill”? 

As  for  wildlife,  few  urbanites  realize 
what  our  Conservation  Departments  and 
we  farmers  and  sportsmen  do  in  the  way 
of  wildlife  management  and  preserva¬ 
tion.  As  in  other  aspects  of  life,  here  too 
we  have  the  irresponsible,  destructive 
element  that  gives  us  all  a  bad  reputa¬ 
tion. 

Another  example:  Could  I  assume  that 
many  of  those  who  do  not  approve  of 
hunting  and  harvesting  wildlife  to  keep  it 
in  balance  do  cut  a  tree  or  more  likely 
purchase  a  tree  for  Christmas  that  has 
been  cut  off,  so  they  can  admire  it  for  a 
few  short  weeks  and  then  destroy  it.  If 
this  tree  had  been  allowed  to  live  and 
grow  it  would  be  something  to  observe 
and  admire  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
next  century.  Here  again  if  there  was  not 
a  market  or  demand  for  a  cut  tree,  this 
tree  would  not  have  been  cut. 

I  have  my  interpretation  of  “Thou  shall 
not  kill,”  but  again  would  someone  give 
the  correct  interpretation? 

Eldon  Vehmeier 
Rock  City,  Illinois 

Bible  not  understood 

To  the  Editor: 

I  must  respond  to  Phil  McLarty’s 
article  entitled  “Hunting  for  sport  is 
another  name  for  killing”  (TM/UMR, 
January  12).  He  simply  doesn’t 
understand  what  the  Bible  is  saying.  The 
Bible  is  talking  about  murder,  not  killing. 

Every  time  I  chew  a  crisp  lettuce  leaf  I 
kill  millions  of  living  cells.  I  could,  of 
course,  eat  a  wilted  lettuce  salad  in 
which  someone  else  has  killed  the  cells 
for  me.  In  many  cases  I  am  thankful  for 
those  who  do  my  killing  for  me.  I  would 
hate  to  have  to  kill  those  beautiful  young 
white-faced  herefords  that  make  such 
delicious  steaks,  roasts,  etc. 

Like  Phil  I  don’t  like  to  hunt  either,  but 
I  don’t  mind  eating  venison,  rabbit, 
quail,  etc.  I  am  thankful  for  the  hunter 


who  provides  me  with  food  and  also 
saves  the  animals  from  suffering  and  the 
starvation  which  comes  from  overpopu¬ 
lation.  I  don’t  like  to  see  many  things 
killed  either,  but  I  do  like  to  eat  my 
lettuce  while  it’s  still  alive. 

John  H.  Foster 
Bartlesville,  Oklahoma 

H ■■  m t in u  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

My  response  concerns  the  Rev.  Phil 
McLarty’s  article.  “Hunting  for  'sport'  is 
another  name  for  killing"  (TM/UMR, 
January  12). 

The  author  speaks  of  “sport  hunting  as 
another  name  for  killing"  and  suggests 
that  all  of  us  take  camera  instead  of 
whatever  in  hand  to  go  into  the  woods,  to 
participate  in  the  natural  habitat  of  the 
animal  kingdom. 

—Perhaps  a  camera  shot  of  an  animal 
that  has  died  because  of  over-population 
would  be  a  nice  picture  of  natural  habitat 
to  take  home. 

—Perhaps  a  camera  shot  of  an  animal 
that  has  died  of  starvation  would  also  be 
a  nice  picture  to  take  home.  Many  of 
these  animals  are  saved  each  year  by  the 
hunter. 

—Or  perhaps  we  all  should  be 
vegetarians  as  I  assume  the  author  of  the 
article  is  since  eating  beef  and  fowl  also 
involves  killing.  Since  he  is  opposed  to 
killing,  he  must  be  then  a  vegetarian. 

—Perhaps  taking  a  picture  of  these 
animals,  cattle,  chickens,  turkeys,  etc., 
also  would  be  a  participation  in  the 
natural  habitat  of  tfie  animal  kingdorp.  ,, 

For  one  who  hunts  and  bel^ves  in  what 
he’s  doing,  hunting  can  be  an  enriching 
experience.  Yes,  even  a  spiritual 
experience.  I  and  many  of  my  friends 
will  attest  to  the  spiritual  experiences 
we’ve  had  before,  during  and  after  a  long 
day’s  hunt.  Thomas  E.  Brown 

Elton,  Pennsylvania 

Quote  omitted 

To  the  Editor: 

Lest  your  readers  think  that  I  have 
entirely  retreated  to  the  past,  would  you 
mind  adding  the  second  part  of  my 
thought  about  what’s  good  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  which  was  omitted 
from  my  comments  quoted  in  TM/UMR, 
January  5: 

"I  don’t  know  of  anything  done 
spectacularly  well,  but  I  believe  the 
reopening  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  (and  the 
enthusiasm  it  generated)  is  significant  if 
it  reflects  a  real  examination  of  our 
Wesleyan  heritage  and  not  simply 
nostalgia."  Arthur  J.  Moore 

New  York,  New  York 
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"INSIDE"  ALASKA 
July  17  -  August  1 

Really  see  the  "inside”  of  Alaska!  We  visit 
Anchorage,  Mt.  McKinley  National  Park,  Fair¬ 
banks,  Juneau,  and  the  Alcan  Highway.  An¬ 
other  adventure  takes  us  to  Nome  and  Kotze¬ 
bue,  above  the  Arctic  Circle,  seeing  Eskimos 
in  their  real  environment.  Also,  an  invigorating 
3-day  cruise  along  the  Alaskan  Coast. 


ALASKA/CANADIAN  ROCKIES 
July  28  -  August  14 

See  Alaska  and  the  Rockies  in  three  glorious 
weeks  by  air  and  motorcoach,  visiting  Glacier 
National  Park,  Vancouver  and  Victoria  -  plus  7- 
day  cruise  on  the  famed  Inside  Passage.  See 
Juneau,  Glacier  Bay  and  Sitka,  plus  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Rockies,  staying  at  the  famed  resorts  of 
Banff  Springs  Hotel  and  Chateau  Lake  Louise. 


TREASURE  WEST 
August  14  -  29 

This  new  adventure  begins  by  flying  to  Denver. 
Visit  the  Air  Force  Academy  and  Colorado 
Springs.  On  to  Wyoming  and  South  Dakota. 
See  the  faces  of  Mt.  Rushmore,  the  stark  beauty 
of  the  Badlands,  the  grandeur  of  the  majestic 
Grand  Tetons  and  Yellowstone  National  Park. 
Even  a  stay  in  Salt  Lake  City  before  flying  home. 


Tt its*  tours  are  all  escorted  and  tha  prlea  all-lnctuslva,  with  3  meals  a  day,  deluxe  and  tlrst 
class  accommodations,  transportation,  and  gratuities.  Enjoy  tha  advantages  ot  group  travel  I 


Write: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL, 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 


INC. 


Please  send  the  following  free  folders  as 
soon  as  they  are  prepared:  □  Inside  Alaska 

□  Treasure  West  □  Alaska/Canad.  Rockies 
Other  folders  I  would  like  to  receive: 

□  Orient  □  Hawaii  Q  Alpine 

□  Balkan/Groek  Isles  Q  Delta  Queen 


Name _ 

Address. 


SJ 


City - — - 

Registered  Ohio  travel  agent  #TA0137 


(please  print) 


.  Zip  Code. 
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Coalition  proposes  action 


‘Pro-choice’  abortion  view  given 


Anti-abortion  protest  in  Washington 

WASHINGTON  —  Thousands  o(  anli-abortion  demonstra-  walked  from  the  White  House  to  the  Capitol  In  a  chilling  wind, 
tors  gather  at  the  fool  of  Capitol  Hill  on  Jan.  22,  protesting  carrying  posters  that  said.  “Thank  God,  Jesus  Wasn't 
the  1973  Supreme  Court  decision  that  legalized  abortion.  Aborted,"  and  "I  Was  Adopted.  Not  Aborted,  Thank  God." 

In  an  enthusiastic  ’‘March  for  Life,"  the  demonstrators  religious  news  service  photo 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  At  the  same 
time  that  60,000  anti-abortion  lobbyists 
filled  this  city  Jan.  22,  the  Religious 
Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights  (RCAR),  in 
which  two  United  Methodist  agencies 
participate,  met  to  discuss  its  ‘‘pro- 
choice’’  position. 

“The  religious  community  has  varying 
views  on  abortion  .  .  .  (but)  the  right  to 
choose  is  the  issue,”  said  Theressa 
Hoover,  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Women’s  Division 
executive. 

Despite  the  varying  views,  the  27 
religious  and  ethical  groups  comprising 
RCAR  have  agreed  they  do  not  want  to 
see  a  constitutional  amendment 
prohibiting  abortion. 


Population  experts  stymied 

Concern  for  quality  of  life  urged  amid  ‘dooms-day’  rhetoric 


The  group  proposed  five  actions  in  a 
“Call  to  Commitment”  issued  after  their 
meeting  Among  these  are  "a  strong 
educational  effort  throughout  our 
churches  and  synagogues  .  .  .  Too  often 
we  have  avoided  the  issue  in  the  vain 
hope  that  it  would  resolve  itself.” 

The  coalition  urged  a  strengthened 
counselling  program,  stating,  “We 
believe  the  abortion  decision  should  be 
made  on  the  basis  of  thoughtful,  serious 
consideration.” 

Integration  of  the  abortion  rights  issue 
into  the  total  social  action  advocacy 
program  was  supported,  with  the 
observation  that  "legislators  who  oppose 
abortion  rights  often  oppose  other 
measures  whose  goal  is  social  justice. " 

“In  order  to  preserve  the  separation  of 


church  and  state."  RCAR  favored  escala¬ 
tion  of  the  campaign  to  oppose  a 
constitutional  amendment  prohibiting 
abortion  It  called  the  amendment  "a 
serious  threat  to  the  First  Amendment 
which  protects  the  free  exercise  of 
religion.  The  position  that  a  fetus  is  a 
human  being  with  full  human  rights  at 
the  moment  of  conception  is  a  particular 
theological  position.  Other  theologies 
take  other  positions 

The  group  also  expressed  “strong 
affirmation  of  the  principle  that  true 
ecumenism  must  allow  for  respectful 
dialogue  on  issues  of  disagreement."  Said 
Sandra  Mitchell  Caron,  moderator  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  a  member  of 
RCAR,  "The  only  thing  I  can  see  us  being 
absolutist  about  in  a  democratic  society 
is  tolerance”  of  differing  viewpoints. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C,  -  Experts  at  an 
inter-faith  seminar  here  agreed  that 
solutions  to  the  world’s  over-population 
problem  aren’t  working.  But  they  didn’t 
agree  on  what  solution  would  work  or 
even  whether  population  itself  is  a  global 
problem 

And  even  had  the  experts  agreed  on  a 
solution,  several  United  Methodist 
leaders  said  they  were  missing  the  point. 

"They  (the  experts)  talk  as  if  survival 
were  the  only  value,”  said  Jessma 
Blockwick,  director  of  the  population 
department  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  which 
sponsored  the  seminar  Jan  24-25. 
Decrying  the  “dooms-day  rhetoric”  of 
most  population  politics,  she  said 
Christians  have  “other  primary  values 
beyond  survival  for  the  quality  of  life 
which  we  should  be  making  clear  to 
policy  makers.” 

Professor  Philip  Wogaman  echoed  the 
concern.  The  Christian  ethics  teacher  at 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  here  said 
that  both  population  “optimists”  and 
“pessimists”  tend  to  reduce  the  issue 
either  to  the  earth’s  capacity  to  feed 
variable  numbers  of  people,  or  to  purely 
materalistic  terms. 

Christian  ethics  can  make  a 
substantial  contribution  to  the  issue,  he 
said.  For  Christians  are  concerned  about 
the  overall  quality  of  life  which  is  not 
equated  with  material  things  — 
"important  as  they  are.” 

Participants  at  the  seminar  had  hoped 
to  hammer  out  recommendations  for 
U.S.  policy  in  population  as  well  as  offer 
directions  for  the  churches’  role  in  the 
issue.  But  they  were  overwhelmed  by  the 
complek  arid  often  contradictory 
opinions  given  by  population  experts 
from  the  Third  World,  Western  World 
and  United  Nations.  Seminar 
participants  managed  to  arrive  at 
preliminary  agreements  that  local 
churches  should  help  members  become 
aware  of  the  complex  population  issue, 
educate  for  a  sense  of  responsible  sexu¬ 
ality  and  work  together  ecumenically. 

Third  world  view 

The  task,  however  was  made  difficult 
by  the  divergent  views  offered  by 
speakers  from  different  parts  of  the 
world.  A  Third  World  view  that 
population  is  as  much  a  problem  of 
“overconsumption  by  the  developed 
nations"  as  it  is  “population  control  in 
the  developing  nations”  was  expressed 
by  Robert  W.  M.  Cuthbert,  director  of 


Christian  Action  for  Development  in  the 
Caribbean,  Jamaica. 

“The  whole  population  issue  should  not 
be  addressed  to  the  Third  World,”  he 
said.  “Developed  societies  are  the  ones 
that  need  to  be  controlled— you  who  eat 
in  one  meal  what  10  of  us  eat;  you  who 
are  afraid  of  the  cold;  you  who  are  too 
mobile  and  who  have  the  big  garbage 
bins.  Any  population  policy  must  be 
directed  first  and  foremost  to  those  who 
have.  The  task  is  to  contain  the  octopus  of 
white  Anglo-Saxons  who  have  made  the 
world  uninhabitable  with  their 
pollution.” 

He  said  the  Third  World  suspects  any 
kind  of  population  control  propagated  by 
the  West  as  the  white  man’s  plan  for 
genocide.  “The  burden  of  proof  is  on  your 
side"  (to  show  that  is  not  what  you  are 
trying  to  accomplish). 

U.S.  ambassador  speaks 

On  the  other  hand  is  the  view  of 
Western  nations  which  say  that  they, 
indeed,  may  be  over-consuming,  but  that 
stopping  their  overeonsumption  still  does 
not  meet  the  immediate  need  to  control 
population  growth.  Ambassador  Mar¬ 
shall  Green,  coordinator  of  population 
affairs  for  the  U.  S.  State  Department, 
expressed  the  position. 

He  said  the  view  of  the  State 
Dept,  and  AID  is  that  in  order  to  get 
anywhere  in  population  three  factors  are 
critically  important:  (1)  Commitment  by 
the  national  leadership  of  a  developing 
nation,  (2)  Integration  of  family  plan¬ 
ning  into  a  total  program  of  develop¬ 
ment,  and  (3)  Upgrading  of  the  status 
of  women  to  full  participation  in  eco¬ 
nomic,  political  and  social  life. 

The  ambassador  said,  “Women 
everywhere  want  to  control  fertility  and 
have  smaller  families,  but  in  societies 
where  women  are  still  completely 
dominated  there  is  no  chance  for  success 
in  population  programs.” 

He  cited  Pakistan  as  a  nation  where 
the  U.S.  has  —  until  recently  —  put  more 
money  than  almost  anywhere  else.  “It  is 
futile  to  focus  programs  on  men;  a  better 
direction  is  to  give  women  a  larger  role 
in  society  and  their  human  rights.” 

Ambassador  Green  said  the  U.S. 
wouldn’t  threaten  an  AID  cut  off  if  a 
nation  did  not  have  a  family  planning 
program,  but  he  believes  donor  nations 
such  as  the  U.S.  should  be  “far  more 
generous”  with  governments  that  are 
really  helping  their  people. 

U.N.  view 

Still  another  position  is  held  by  the 
U.N.  which  must  balance  the  various 


views  and  which  sees  family  planning  in 
the  larger  context  of  the  issue  of  human 
sexuality.  Speaking  to  this  point  was 
Mallica  Vajrathon  of  the  United  Nations 
Fund  for  Population  Activities. 

“Old  approaches  which  isolated  family 
planning  as  a  separate  program  are  like 
fighting  an  epidemic  with  a  stick,”  said 
Ms.  Vajrathon,  a  population  scientist 
from  Thailand. 

“A  fundamental  lack  in  the  world  is  a 
realization  among  men  that  their  bodies 
are  as  much  a  part  of  the  population 
problem  as  are  those  of  women.  Blaming 
women  for  overpopulation  must  be 
stopped.  Both  the  male  and  female 
create  the  population  problem  and  both 
should  help  to  solve  it.  ” 

She  added  that  “very  little  study  of 
male  motivation  in  either  fertility  regula¬ 
tion  or  responsible  sexuality  has  been 
been  done  because  governments  —  led  by 
males  —  will  not  ask  for  research  in  this 
Consequently  the  whole  question  of 
fertility  has  been  studied  only  in  terms  of 
female  fertility  and  motherhood  without 


any  examination  of  the  male  role  or  of 
responsible  fatherhood.” 

She  said  the  U.N.  fund,  which  has 
multinational  customers  to  please  and 
balance,  devotes  attention  both  to  family 
planning  which  Western  contributors 
favor  and  population  dynamics, 
migration  and  distribution  which  the 
Third  World  is  interested  in  supporting. 

Change  values 

The  ethics  of  whether  Christians  of  one 
culture  can  in  good  conscience  ask 
another  culture  to  change  its  cultural 
values  —  such  as  the  unequal  status  of 
women  —  drew  lengthy  debate. 

Dr.  Wogaman’s  response  was  that  "to 
the  extent  that  we  can  be  open  to  and 
welcome  the  influence  of  other  cultures 
on  us,  we  should  feel  free  to  bear  witness 
to  the  truth  as  we  see  it.  No  society  has 
the  whole  truth.  I  would  like  a  world 
where  everyone  felt  free  to  bear  witness 
to  the  truth  as  they  see  it.” 


‘Good  News’  retracts 
resignation  request 


National  council  spots 
trends  in  church  life 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ARLINGTON,  Texas  —  “Listening 
teams"  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  have  their  ears  to  the  ground 
this  year  in  an  effort  to  detect  rumblings 
about  the  council’s  image  problems  with 
the  public  as  well  as  trends  in  the 
church’s  life. 

The  seven-member  staff  teams  are 
making  at  least  14  visits  to  different 
areas.  They  said  their  detection  of  issues 
and  trends  and  a  reading  of  the  status  of 
ecumenical  activities  in  different  parts 
of  the  nation  will  help  the  council  set 
directions  for  the  next  three  years. 

Claire  Randall,  top  executive  for  the 
council,  said  at  a  meeting  with  church 
and  secular  press  representatives  here 
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last  week  that  the  council  is  concerned 
with  “image”  only  to  the  extent  that  it 
keeps  the  organization  from  getting  its 
work  done.  She  said  when  people  “keep 
banging  away  at  us”  it  means  more  time 
must  be  spent  handling  criticisms  than 
with  getting  anything  done. 

The  Rev.  Arleon  Kelley,  a  United 
Methodist  on  the  staff  team,  said  the  first 
10  stops  with  church  leaders  and  media 
representatives  thus  far,  have  helped  the 
traveling  group  detect  the  following 
issues  and  trends: 

•  The  South,  Southwest  and  Midwest 
have  a  similar  degree  of  anti-National 
Council  sentiment; 

•  Ecumenical  relations  between  black, 
white  and  Hispanic  churches  are  moving 
further  apart  and  are  now  worse  than  10 
years  ago; 

•  A  clear  emphasis  on  personal  re¬ 
ligion,  on  pushing  back  to  the  roots  of 
faith  is  a  trend  that  shows  up  in  the 
charismatic  movement,  and  increased 
interest  in  biblical  and  religious  studies ; 

•  Mistrust  of  any  structure  not  directly 
controlled  or  influenced  by  the  people 
being  consulted  —  “populism”  —  is 
widespread.  Whether  in  church  or 
government  there  is  mistrust  of  the  next 
bureaucratic  level  above  the  local  level; 

•  A  great  amount  of  ecumenical  activ¬ 
ity  directed  toward  social  change  has 
a  narrow  base  of  support  among  people 
in  the  pews; 

•  Loss  of  faith  appears  in  the  secular 
world  as  disenchantment  with  the 
American  way  of  life  and  the  myths  that 
have  motivated  it,  and  in  religion  as  a 
search  for  roots. 

The  traveling  team  discovered 
additional  issues  grouped  around 
concerns  for  the  economic  system 
(inflation),  lifestyle  and  human 
sexuality,  ecology  and  concerns  for 
pluralism  in  community. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

WILMORE,  Ky.  -  The  “Good  News” 
movement  has  repented  for  seeking  the 
resignation  of  the  entire  staff  of  United 
Methodism’s  national  women’s  organiza¬ 
tion. 

While  still  maintaining  there  is  a  need 
for  “dramatic  changes”  in  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  “Good  News” 
board  of  directors  issued  a  statement  last 
week  which  said  the  call  six  months  ago 
for  the  entire  staff  of  the  division  to 
resign  was  “misguided  and  inadequate.” 

The  call  for  resignations  was  made  last 
August  by  the  mission  task  force  of 
“Good  News”  —  an  unofficial  caucus  of 
United  Methodist  evangelicals  based 
here.  In  that  call,  the  “Good  News” 
group  charged  the  Women’s  Division 
staff  holds  “Marxist  views”  and  should 
be  replaced  with  women  “who  stand  in 
the  tradition  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.”  Stances  the  women  have  taken 
on  the  struggle  for  majority  rule  in 
Zimbabwe/Rhodesia  and  alleged 
“imbalance”  of  division  study  materials 
on  China  were  used  to  support  the 
charges. 

In  recanting  last  August’s  call,  the 
“Good  News”  board  said:  “In  1978  we 
called  for  the  resignation  of  the  entire 
staff  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  In 
retrospect,  we  believe  this  action  was 
misguided  and  inadequate.  In  this  action, 
the  executive  committee  of  our 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  task  force 
had  no  desire  to  start  a  vendetta  against 
any  one  person.  Our  chief  goal  was  to 
announce  the  deep  need  we  feel  for 
broad,  systemic  change  in  both  the 
ideology  and  structures  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  We  strongly  re-emphasize  the 
need  for  dramatic  changes  of  a 
revolutionary  nature  in  the  Women’s 


Division.  However,  we  do  regret  our 
judgment  used  in  the  original  expression 
of  our  distress  and  frustration  in  calling 
for  the  resignation  of  all  the  staff  of  the 
Women’s  Division.” 

The  Rev.  Charles  Keysor,  editor  of 
“Good  News”  magazine,  said  the  new 
statement  has  been  issued  because  “we 
believe  Christians  need  to  repent  when 
they  make  mistakes.  We  confess  that  we 
were  wrong  in  the  way  we  handled  this 
matter,  and  we  believe  it  is  biblical  to 
admit  that  wrong  publicly.  ” 

He  went  on  to  stress,  however,  that 
while  the  board  believes  it  was  wrong  to 
seek  “universal  resignations”  in  the 
Women’s  Division,  that  doesn’t  mean  it  is 
pleased  with  all  of  the  division’s  staff. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Morell  of  Dallas,  head  of 
the  task  force  which  called  for  the 
resignations  last  August,  was  unable  to 
attend  the  board  meeting  from  which  the 
new  statement  was  issued  because  of 
illness.  Contacted  by  TM/UMR  for 
reaction,  however,  he  said  he  endorses 
the  action. 

“The  purpose  of  the  original  statement 
was  to  draw  attention  to  the  political  and 
theological  variance  between  the 
Women’s  Division  staff  and  the 
grassroots  of  the  church,”  said  Mr. 
Morell,  senior  minister  of  Tyler  Street 
UMC.  “The  statement’s  purpose,  how¬ 
ever,  has  become  obscured. 

“We  are  being  honest,"  he  said,  “We 
invite  others  to  approach  us  in  similar 
honesty.” 

Mr.  Morell  said  a  chief  problem  with 
the  original  statement  was  that  it  did  not 
recognize  the  fact  that  “some  staff 
persons  of  the  division  are  open  and 
sympathetic  to  our  admonishment. 

“I  hope  this  (new  statement)  gets 
everything  back  in  a  little  better  focus,” 
he  said.  “There  are  some  important 
issues  we  must  face  as  a  church.” 


Minister-legislator 
finds  Congress  6 human 


WASHINGTON  - 
(UMC)  -  “Most 
people  don’t  vote  on 
issues.  They  vote 
on  whether  govern- 
ment  services 
them,”  says  Rep. 

Robert  Edgar  (D- 
Pa.),  the  only  or¬ 
dained  United 
Methodist  minister 
serving  as  a 
member  of  the  U.  S.  Congress 
In  an  interview  with  United 
Methodist  Communications  following 
his  recent  election  to  a  third  term,  Mr. 
Edgar  shared  his  views  about  the 
country’s  highest  legislative  body. 

He  noted  that  it  is  often  thought 
people  elect  "the  best  and  brightest” 
persons  to  represent  them  when,  in 
fact,  it  is  “the  ones  who  got  one  more 
than  half  the  votes”  who  are  sent  to 
Congress. 

Observing  that  Congress  is  not 
much  different  from  a  church  or  any 
other  group  of  people,  Mr.  Edgar  said, 
“There  are  some  very  intelligent  and 
crafty  people  here  and  there  are  some 
who  are  very  dull  and  stale."  He  said 
he  has  "found  that  Congress  is  more 
human  than  I  thought  it  would  be.” 

The  legislature  is  also  more 
complicated  than  he  anticipated,  Mr. 
Edgar  acknowledged.  It  should  be 
remembered,  he  said,  that  to 
accomplish  a  piece  of  legislation 
“you’re  dealing  with  535  egos  on 
(Capitol)  Hill”  as  well  as  egos  in  the 
administration,  the  White  House  and 
the  bureaucracy. 

The  congressman  said  he  feels  a 
partnership  needs  to  be  maintained 
between  a  representative  and  the 
people  in  his  or  her  district.  “They 
need  to  hold  officials  accountable  for 
their  actions." 

But,  he  said,  citizens  also  must 
listen  to  the  information  a  member  of 
Congress  can  make  available.  A 
representative,  he  explained,  has 
access  to  briefings  and  workshops  and 
accumulates  much  more  information 
on  any  issue  than  the  average  citizen. 


“I  consider  myself  a  trustee  of  the 
people, '  he  said.  “They  elect  me  and  I 
vote  my  best  judgment  ' 

Noting  that  he  had  participated  in 
over  900  recorded  votes  during  the 
95th  Congress,  Mr.  Edgar  said,  “Very 
often  the  choice  is  between  two 
wrongs  or  two  rights  .  Ninety-eight 
percent  of  the  time,  there  is  no  ‘God- 
position”  In  his  experience,  he  said, 
governmental  decisions  entail 
judgment  based  on  the  facts  as  you 
know  them,”  more  often  than 
conscience  or  morality 
Rep  Edgar  had  a  close  race  in  1978 
for  representation  of  the  mostly 
Republican  7th  district  of 
Pennsylvania.  Asked  how  he,  a 
Democrat,  could  carry  the  district,  he 
joked,  “I  wear  three-piece  suits.” 
Turning  serious,  he  said  he  believes  it 
is  not  issues  that  concern  voters  —  it 
is  government’s  responsiveness  to 
them,  and  added  he  feels  he  could 
have  won  by  a  much  larger  margin 
"by  giving  in  to  special  one-issue 
interest  groups.”  He  cited  anti¬ 
abortion  and  anti -gun  control  groups 
as  examples. 

The  United  Methodist  congressman 
said  he  feels  “nervous”  about  the 
current  conservative  trend  sweeping 
the  country  and  making  itself  felt  in 
the  church. 

“Being  liberal  or  conservative  is 
not  bad  in  itself,”  he  said,  "but  the 
current  trend  seems  to  be  flavored 
with  words  like  selfishness  .  .  .  The 
teaching  about  ‘the  least  of  these'  has 
a  weird  connotation  that  it  only  refers 
to  our  own  kind  In  a  world  that  is 
running  out  of  resources,  he  insisted, 
the  global  village  must  be  seen  —  that 
is,  the  needs  of  everyone.  But,  he 
added,  instead  of  looking  outward 
people  are  tending  toward  inward 
thinking. 

Mr.  Edgar  is  a  member  of  the 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  conference  and 
is  listed  as  a  minister  “in  and  to 
society.”  He  held  pastorates  in 
Pennsylvania  for  13  years,  the  most 
recent  as  associate  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Landsdowne  until  1974  when 
he  was  first  elected  to  Congress. 


The  church  today 
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UM  bishops,  pastors  not 
covered  by  retirement  law 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  —  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishops  and  other  ordained  clergy 
primarily  engaged  in  “customary  sacer¬ 
dotal  and  pastoral  functions”  are 
not  covered  by  federal  legislation  raising 
from  65  to  70  years  the  mandatory 
retirement  age,  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
announced  here  Jan.  11. 

The  Rev  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  chief 
staff  executive,  said  the  statement  is 
based  on  a  letter  received  from  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor. 

The  church’s  fiscal  agency  had  asked 
for  an  interpretation  of  the  federal  law  in 
light  of  1976  General  Conference 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


How  clean  can  you  get? 

If  cleanliness  is  next  to  godliness, 
the  staffs  of  the  Fullerton  UMC  and 
the  Santa  Ana  District  in  California 
are  well  on  their  way,  say  Fullerton 
pastor  Dan  Kennedy  and  district 
superintendent  Don  Brummet,  who 
share  offices.  They  have  a  Maytag 
and  a  Kenmore  —  Mae  Tagg  and  Ken 
Moore, that  is.  Mr.  Moore  is  a  part- 
time  associate  at  the  Fullerton 
church.  Ms.  Tagg  recently  came  on 
board  as  secretary  to  the  district 
superintendent. 

They’re  really  into  music! 

There’s  nothing  like  an  “organ 
crawl”  for  learning  more  about 
church  music,  claim  a  dozen  or  more 
members  of  St.  Matthews  UMC, 
Louisville,  Ky.  Actually,  their  recent 
“crawl”  was  more  of  a  squirm 
through  the  church’s  organ  chamber. 
Half  the  group  was  led  up  to  the 
chamber  while  the  others  stayed 
behind  to  tinker  with  the  keyboards. 
The  group  inside  the  chamber  found 
a  labyrinth  of  pipes  and  a  mimeo¬ 
graphed  sheet  of  instructions  to  guide 
them  through  the  process  of  making 
organ  music.  The  "organ  crawl"  was 
the  brainchild  of  minister  of  music 
Norman  Johnson. 


legislation  fixing  retirement  ages  for 
bishops  at  between  66  and  70,  depending 
on  when  a  bishop’s  birthday  falls  in 
relation  to  the  quadrennial  jurisdictional 
conferences  at  which  they  are  elected 
and  retire. 

Under  the  1976  provisions,  16  bishops 
will  have  to  retire  in  1980.  The  ruling  on 
the  federal  legislation  was  of  particular 
interest  in  regard  to  bishops  because  if 
the  federal  legislation  had  been 
interpreted  to  take  precedence,  eight  of 
these  could  continue  another  quadren- 
nium. 

Hard-hit  annual  conference 
sets  apportionment  record 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Despite  its  recent 
financial  woes  resulting  from  Pacific 
Homes  deficits,  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  broke  its 
own  record  in  support  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  apportioned  funds  in 
1978,  with  a  level  of  95  percent. 

According  to  the  conference  treasurer’s 
report,  Pacific  and  Southwest  churches 
gave  a  total  of  $5.09  million  in  appor¬ 
tionments  —  a  ratio  of  95  percent  com¬ 
pared  with  91  percent  in  1977,  94.5 
percent  in  1976  and  93.2  percent  in  1975. 

Harriette  Dommes.  president  of  the 
conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  said  Pacific  and 
Southwest  leads  the  denomination  in  per 
capita  giving  Mrs.  Dommes  said  the 
conference’s  1978  support  of  the  Advance 
Special  for  missional  priorities,  totalling 
$126,748.  is  nearly  twice  the  highest 
amount  funded  by  any  other  annual 
conference. 


Friendly  foes  meet 

Two  old  foes  —  both  active  United 
Methodists  —  met  at  center  court  at 
the  Mitchell  (S.D.)  Com  Palace 
Tournament  recently  when  coach 
Gordon  Fosness,  (left)  of  Dakota 
Wesleyan  University,  presented  Bob 
Wachs  with  a  plaque  celebrating  the 
Northern  State  College  basketball 


coach’s  400th  victory.  Mr.  Wachs  has 
been  an  active  member  of  First  UMC, 
Aberdeen,  for  all  of  his  24  years  at 
Northern  State.  Mr.  Fosness,  who  has 
coached  his  teams  to  281  wins  during 
17  years  at  Dakota  Wesleyan,  serves 
on  a  number  of  boards  at  First  UMC. 
Mitchell. 


CASSETTE  TAPES 

SMli  Minister  s  Week  Feb.  5-8 
D.ekmonn  (three;  $1 1.45  Ch.lds  (three)  $11.45 
Morty  (four)  $14.95  All  singles  S3  95  Prepo.a 


p.  O.  Box  990 
Dallas,  Tx.  75221 


The  sun  shines  300  days  in  Douglas. 

Arizona  and  no  crowding. 

For  informal;  /n  uoout  climate, 
medical  facilities  and  recreational 
opportunities,  write  to 
Grace  Lnilt-d  Methodist  l  hurch,  721 
llth  Street,  Douglas.  Arizona  85607 
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Cost  of 
growth 

weighed 

By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

EULESS,  Tex.  —  Congregations  can 
grow  if  they  really  want  to  —  but 
they  ’d  better  be  willing  to  pay  the  price, 
a  United  Methodist  church  growth  expert 
said  here. 

Feelings  of  longtime  members  and 
church  stability  both  may  be  sacrificed 
by  the  growing  church,  as  large  numbers 
of  new  people  come  into  its  membership, 
warned  the  Rev.  Lyle  Schaller  of  the 
Yokefellow  Institute,  Richmond,  Ind. 

He  spoke  to  150  clergy  and  laypersons 
last  week  as  part  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction’s  emphasis  on  church 
growth. 

The  number  one  criterion  for  church 
growth  is  a  positive  attitude  of  the 
members,  he  said.  But  growth  means 
change  —  creating  a  new  fellowship 
inclusive  of  new  members  who  must  not 
be  treated  like  “the  enemy,”  and  called 
“them”  by  “us,"  the  old  members. 

A  church  ready  for  growth  should  also 
prepare  for  strangers.  “Just  like  the 
local  supermarket  that  expects  people 
every  day  who  have  never  been  there 
before,”  he  said,  “the  church  should 
have  directional  signs  inside  and  outside 
of  the  building.” 

He  emphasized  the  use  of  name  tags 
for  both  members  and  visitors.  “I’m  not 
selling  name  tags,  but  an  attitude,”  he 
said  several  times. 

And  be  ready  to  expand  to  at  least  two 
Sunday  morning  worship  services  to 
accommodate  the  new  influx  of  people, 
he  added. 

Dr.  Schaller  cited  other  growth 
criteria:  the  ability  of  a  congregation  to 
talk  about  its  faith  to  others,  to  assess  its 
own  size,  to  define  a  “target”  group  for 
evangelism,  and  to  project  a  clear  image 
of  itself  in  the  community. 

Gauging  the  “quality,  quantity  and 
continuity”  of  pastoral  leadership  is  also 
a  “must”  he  said.  While  he  knows  of  no 
evidence  to  show  that  long  pastorates  (7- 
12  years)  automatically  produce  growth, 
he  said  much  evidence  is  available  to 
show  that  growing  churches  have  a 
pastor  who  has  been  there  a  long  time. 

A  major  exception  to  church  growth 
with  a  long  term  pastorate  is  strong  adult 
church  school  classes,  “lay  owned  and 
operated.’’  Active  lay  men’s  and 
women  s  groups  help  provide  stability 
and  offer  entryways  for  new  church 
members. 

Large  churches  especially  should  en¬ 
courage  developing  smaller  groups  with¬ 
in  large  congregations  —  a  concept  Dr. 
Schaller  called  “the  care  and  feeding 
of  growing  cliques."  The  concept  is 
a  key  to  assimilating  a  new  member 
who  may  find  it  easier  to  join  a  group 
that  shares  his  or  her  special  interest,  he 
said. 


DALLAS  —  Awaiting  consecration  here  Jan.  28  was  this  $3.2  million  sanctuary 
recently  completed  by  Lovers  Lane  UMC.  Described  as  a  building  project  of  unique 
magnitude  in  United  Methodism  today,  the  sanctuary  features  some  12,300  square 
feet  of  stained  glass  and  two  organs  which  together  contain  100  stops  and  6,000  pipes. 


Sanctuary  consecrated 
for  third  largest  church 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  third  largest 
congregation  in  United  Methodism 
consecrated  a  new  $3.2  million  sanctuary 
here  last  Sunday  after  a  warning  from  its 
pastor  to  view  its  plush  new  worship 
setting  as  “a  land  of  promise,  not  the 
promised  land.” 

“We  must  not  say,  ‘we  made  it;  we 
have  the  biggest  and  best,”  the  Rev. 
Donald  R.  Benton  told  members  of  the 
8,000-member  Lovers  Lane  UMC.  He 
charged  them  with  a  responsibility  to  the 
community  of  faith  both  in  Dallas  and 
beyond  and  admonished  them  that  “this 
is  not  the  end  of  our  work,  but  the 
beginning." 

The  new  sanctuary,  built  in  the  Greek 
architectural  tradition  and  decribed  as  a 
“jeweled  tent”  of  stained  glass,  is  unique 
today,  according  to  North  Texas  Area 
Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe.  The  bishop 
told  the  Dallas  Morning  News  he  knows 
of  no  other  congregation  in  Methodism 
today  contemplating  a  structure  of  this 
magnitude. 

With  a  seating  capacity  of  1,000,  it  also 
contains  a  new  Schantz  organ,  with  71 
ranks  and  more  than  4000  pipes,  along 


with  an  Aeolian  Skinner  organ  from  the 
church’s  previous  sanctuary. 

Completion  of  Lovers  Lane’s  building 
project  was  15  years  in  the  making,  Dr. 
Benton  reports,  and  it  has  been 
“shepherded”  by  building  committee 
chairperson  William  Collins  since  the 
beginning.  It  fulfills  the  dream  of 
the  congregation’s  founding  minister,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Shipp,  who  served  the 
church  for  33  years  until  his  sudden  death 
in  1977— immediately  following  a 
building  committee  meeting. 

Asked  about  the  often-heard  criticism 
today  of  massive  building  projects,  Dr. 
Benton  told  TM/UMR  that  “this 
congregation  determined  it  is  important 
to  build  an  edifice  to  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  midst  of  a  city  where  other  structures 
are  built  to  honor  persons.” 

Dr.  Benton  said  Lovers  Lane  UMC, 
with  an  annual  budget  of  $1.2  million  and 
an  allocation  of  approximately  one- 
quarter  million  dollars  in  “outreach 
ministries”  in  1979,  has  not  neglected 
outreach.  However,  he  said,  with  the 
master  plan  now  completed,  “we  are 
free  to  expand  our  other  ministries  and 
we  will.  We  want  most  to  be  a  faithful 
congregation.” 


Method  proving  successful 

Drugs  fought  with  6 intervention 9 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

BEREA,  Ohio  —  Some  say  it’s  cruel  to 
confront  an  alcohol  or  drug  abuser  with 
the  shattering  evidence  of  his/her 
addiction.  Others  say  it’s  a  waste  of  time. 

But  not  United  Methodist  Barbara 
Craver.  A  former  addict  herself,  she 


knows  better.  Face 
to  face  in  their  own 
living  rooms  with 
hundreds  of  Cleve- 
land-area  abusers  5 
over  the  past  three 
years,  Ms.  Craver  ^ 
has  broken  through 
to  enough  of  them  ) 
to  convince  her  that . 

“it  would  be  cruel  |_ 
not  to  intervene  in 
their  lives."  Barbara  Craver 

As  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Alcohol  and  Chemical  Counseling 
(UMACC)  program  here,  sponsored  and 
initially  funded  by  the  UMC’s  East  Ohio 
conference,  the  UM  minister’s  daughter 
has  reached  some  5,000  persons  with 
counseling  and  education  in  alcohol  and 
chemical  dependency  since  her  work 


began  in  1976. 

But  it  is  “Intervention,”  a  method  of 
reaching  abusers  and  getting  them  to 
accept  treatment,  that  has  brought  area 
families  flocking  to  UMACC  for  help  with 
their  own  addicts,  Ms.  Craver  believes. 
“We’ve  been  warned  to  get  ready  to 
counsel  up  to  1,600  persons  in  1979,”  she 
says.  Last  year  she  conducted  86  such 
interventions,  70  of  which  resulted  in 
addicted  persons  entering  30-day  depen¬ 
dency  treatment  centers. 

“Intervention,"  which  originated  at 
the  Johnson  Institute  in  Minneapolis 
where  Ms.  Craver  was  trained,  begins 
when  a  family  member  or  friend  of  an 
addict  requests  help.  Bringing  together 
those  people  the  addicted  person  cares 
about  —  spouse,  older  children,  friends, 
employer  —  Ms.  Craver  carefully 
instructs  and  rehearses  each  of  them  in  a 
“script”  they  will  use  together  when 
confronting  the  addicted  person.  One  by 
one  they  relate  specific  examples  of 
behavior  that  proves  the  addict’s  life  is 
unmanageable. 

The  one  goal,  she  reminds  partici¬ 
pants,  is  to  motivate  the  addict  to  seek 
treatment.  The  one  method  is  a  “loving, 
caring  manner”  —  unlike  the  isolated 
accusations  usually  hurled  at  an  addict 
whose  mind  is  too  clouded  to  grasp  them 
anyway. 

On  “intervention”  day,  Ms.  Craver 
accompanies  all  the  participants  to  the 
addict's  home  —  in  the  morning,  “when 


an  addict  is  as  sober  as  he  or  she  is  ever 
likely  to  be.”  Moderating  the  interven¬ 
tion,  she  lets  the  persons  most  affected 
lay  out  the  evidence,  which  when  all 
brought  together  is  frequently 
overwhelming.  “These  people  have  huge 
denial  systems,”  she  says. 
“Furthermore,  they  black  out  so  much  of 
the  time  that  they  really  can’t  remember 
half  of  what  they’ve  done.” 

Thus  confronted  with  what  they’re 
doing  to  themselves  and  others,  she  says, 
many  addicts  go  directly  to  treatment 
center  beds  which  have  already  been 
reserved  for  them  but  her  work  with  those 
persons  and  their  families  has  only  just 
begun  at  this  point.  Ms.  Craver  and  her 
staff  stick  with  them  through  counseling 
and  after-care  therapy  as  they  leave  the 
centers. 

To  Barbara  Craver,  who  suffered  for 
more  than  20  years  from  addiction  to 
both  alcohol  and  prescription  drugs,  her 
job  is  not  only  a  job  but  “the  most  useful 
way  I  can  express  my  gratitude  to  God 
for  the  m iracle  of  my  own  recovery 

During  the  “long  period  of  darkness” 
in  her  own  life  —  which  ended  only  when 
her  husband  conducted  his  own 
“intervention”  and  handed  down  the 
ultimatum  of  treatment  or  divorce  —  she 


had  also  lost  faith  in  God,  she  recalls.  “I 
could  sing  drunk  in  the  choir”  at  First 
UMC  here  where  the  Craver  family  are 
members,  "but  1  had  lost  my  spiritual 
life  along  with  everything  else.” 

Today,  convinced  that  “in  order  to  live 
a  life  of  happy  sobriety,  you  have  to  find 
your  God  again,”  she  quietly  encourages 
spiritual  growth  in  her  counselees.  “You 
can’t  begin  there  during  the  crisis  time, 
but  you  must  inevitably  get  there  as  part 
of  your  rebirth,”  she  maintains. 

Even  at  the  beginning  of  her  own 
“rebirth,”  however,  the  church  was 
there,  Ms.  Craver  recalls.  Following  her 
own  successful  treatment,  it  was  the 
Rev.  Calvin  Myers,  pastor  of  First 
church,  who  helped  her  write  a  proposal 
resulting  in  conference  funds  to  start 
UMACC.  Today  a  $90,000  program 
funded  primarily  by  grants  and 
donations  along  with  $6,800  from  the  East 
Ohio  Conference,  UMACC  may  be  the 
only  UM-sponsored  dependency  treat¬ 
ment  center  in  the  country. 

“Intervention"  frequently  works,  its 
chief  proponent  here  insists.  And  even 
when  it  doesn’t,  with  one  of  nine  U.S. 
adults  alcoholics,  “Can  we  afford  not  to 
try?”  she  asks. 


President  Carter:  great 
events  are  religion  related 


WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  In  a 
modern,  “highly  secular"  world  the 
“great  events  that  move  people  here  and 
in  other  nations  are  intimately  related  to 
religion,”  President  Carter  told  the  27th 
annual  National  Prayer  Breakfast  here. 

Even  in  the  United  States  where  there 
is  separation  of  church  and  state,  “there 
is  no  way  for  a  human  being  to  separate 
in  one’s  heart  and  mind  those  inevitable 
correlations  of  the  responsibilities  of  a 
secular  life  (even  in  government)  on  the 
one  hand  and  responsibilities  to  God  on 
the  other,”  he  said. 

“They  combine  to  form  what  a  person 
is,  thinks  and  hopes  to  be,"  Mr.  Carter 
added. 

“Sometimes  we  lose  our  competence,” 
he  observed.  “One  of  the  great  problems 
with  the  modem  church  is  its  timidity 
about  self  assertion.  We’re  sometimes 
fearful  not  to  project  ourselves  as 
believers  in  God  into  a  controversial 
issue  because  we’re  fearful  we  might 
fail .  we  might  be  rebuffed. 

“It’s  much  more  easy  for  us  in  the 


confines  of  our  church  or  our 
synagogue."  he  asserted,  “to  sit  back 
and  say  ‘I’ll  enjoy  those  around  me 
whom  I  know,  who  trust  me.  with  whom  I 
share  limitations  and  ignore  limitations,’ 
than  it  is  to  project  a  deep  belief  in  love, 
compassion,  understanding,  service  and 
humility  into  our  broad  influence  among 
others. 

“It’s  difficult  to  be  bold  and  gentle  at 
the  same  time,”  the  President  said,  but 
“there  is  no  incompatibility  between 
gentleness  and  boldness  .  when  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  is  present. " 

Also  addressing  the  3,000  government 
officials.  religious  leaders, 
representatives  from  the  50  states  and 
more  than  100  nations,  and  their  families 
gathered  at  the  Washington  Hilton,  was 
Archbishop  Fulton  J.  Sheen,  famed 
Roman  Catholic  preacher. 

As  in  previous  years  since  the  annual 
prayer  breakfast  began  during  the 
Eisenhower  Administration,  this  year's 
event  was  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Senate  and  House  Prayer  Breakfast 
groups. 


Happiness  found  ‘elusive’ 


Study  reveals  no  ‘recipe’ for  being  happy 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Happiness,  the 
elusive  quality  so  sought  by  most  people, 
still  remains  somewhat  unpredictable  of 
attainment,  according  to  latest  findings. 

Contrary  to  some  popular  views,  a 
happy  childhood  doesn’t  necessarily 
guarantee  happiness  in  adult  life  and  a 
miserable  childhood  doesn’t  bar  a  happy 
adulthood. 

Neither  do  factors  such  as  wealth, 
health,  high  education,  religion,  or 
success  —  thought  to  be  important 
ingredients  to  success  —  guarantee 
happiness,  according  to  various  surveys 
and  studies.  Much  depends  on  individual 
differences  and  attitudes. 

“There  is  clearly  no  ‘recipe’  for 
happiness,"  according  to  an  article  on 
the  subject  appearing  in  The  New  York 
Times.  “Some  people  who  appear  to  have 
very  little  reason  to  be  happy  nonetheless 
are,  ^and  others  who  have  every  reason 
for  joy  are  chronically  dissatisfied." 

Dr.  Jonathan  Freedman,  a  Columbia 
University  psychology  professor  who 
conducted  a  survey  on  happiness,  said 
certain  people  appear  to  have  a  “talent 
for  happiness.” 

“They  enjoy  life  more  than  others, 
make  the  most  of  what  they  have,  see  the 
world  through  rose-colored  glasses,”  he 
said.  “Others  are  exactly  the  opposite, 
always  complaining,  never  seeming  to 
experience  joy,  looking  at  the  sour  side  of 
everything.  Where  this  talent  comes 
from,  however,  is  not  known.” 

Certain  elements,  however,  seem  to 
generally  contribute  to  happiness. 
Findings  of  a  number  of  surveys  show 
that  the  happiest  people  tend  to  be  those 
who  have  a  satisfactory  marriage  and 
family  life,  are  loved,  enjoy  their  jobs 
and  find  meaning  in  life. 

Married  people,  overall,  are  overall 
happier  than  "singles”  and  divorced 
people  are  the  least  happy.  But  those  who 
remarry  were  found  as  happy  as  those  in 
first  marriages.  Satisfactory  social  life 
and  friends  were  important  to  the 
happiness  of  singles. 

The  Times  report  by  Jane  E.  Brody 
noted  that  “love  is  the  single  most 
important  element  in  happiness,”  cited 
most  frequently  by  individuals  as  an 
important  component. 

Job  satisfaction  was  found  to  be 
surpassed  only  by  love  and  marriage  as 
important  to  happiness.  One  survey 
showed  70  percent  of  persons  who  were 
happy  in  their  jobs  were  generally  happy 
with  life,  compared  with  only  14  percent 
of  persons  unhappy  in  their  work  who 
were  happy  in  life. 

Studies  show  that  persons  professing 
religious  beliefs  aren’t  necessarily 
happier  than  those  without  such  feelings. 
The  Times  report  said  some  research 
shows  followers  of  the  most  liberal 
traditions  such  as  Unitarians,  Quakers, 
liberal  Protestants,  said  they  were 
happier  than  those  with  “stricter  faiths” 


such  as  Catholics  and  conservative 
Protestants.  Jews  were  said  to  be  “near 
the  bottom  of  the  happiness  scale.” 

While  personal  factors  such  as  success 
were  not  strongly  related  to  overall 


NASHVILLE  —  Forty-one  percent  of 
all  United  Methodist  families  indicated 
some  degree  of  Bible  reading  as  part  of 
their  lifestyle  in  a  recent  nationwide 
survey  commissioned  by  The  Christian 
Bible  Society. 

Although  only  11.5  percent  of  the 
United  Methodists  in  the  study  indicated 
“regular”  Bible  readership  (11  to  25 
times  a  month),  their  Bible  reading 
habits  over  all  proved  to  be  slightly 
higher  than  the  national  norm. 

United  Methodists,  generally,  ex¬ 
pressed  more  liberal  attitudes  about 
the  Bible  than  the  national  average. 
Some  39.4  percent  of  the  United 
Methodists  in  the  study  identified  the 
Bible  as  being  “the  inspired  Word  of  God 
and  completely  true.”  However,  nearly 
as  many  33.5  percent  said  the  Bible  is 
inspired  but  “may  contain  factual 
errors”  and  23.5  percent  responded  that 
“the  Bible  is  an  ancient  book  of  history 
and  moral  precepts  recorded  by  men.” 
From  the  total  study  of  all  respondents 
from  all  denominations  (including  non- 
churched  respondents),  44.6  percent  said 
the  Bible  is  "inspired"  and  “completely 
accurate." 

The  nationwide  survey,  commissioned 
by  the  Christian  Bible  Society,  to  study 
Bible  reading  and  study  habits,  Bible 
preference,  and  Bible  ownership,  was 
done  by  National  Family  Opinion,  Inc. 
during  the  month  of  October,  1978.  The 
5000  families  studied  were  preselected  to 
conform  to  the  latest  available  U.S. 
Census  Data  for  population  density,  geo¬ 
graphic  distribution,  age,  family  income, 
and  family  size. 

In  response  to  a  question  on  preference 
for  a  specific  version  of  the  Bible,  35.2 
percent  of  the  United  Methodists 
questioned  chose  the  King  James 
Version,  nearly  as  much  as  all  other 
versions  combined.  The  Living  Bible 
(20.5  percent),  the  Revised  Standard 
Version  (8.6  percent),  and  the  Good 
News  Bible  (6.7  percent)  were  the  others 
most  preferred  by  United  Methodists. 
The  Living  Bible  received  a  much  higher 
preference  rating  from  United  Method¬ 
ists  than  from  persons  of  other  denom¬ 
inations  but  all  other  United  Methodists 
preferences  were  close  to  the  national 
average. — . 

The  study  revealed  that  better  than  98 
percent  of  all  American  homes  contain  at 
least  one  Bible  and  the  national  average 


happiness,  studies  show  that  the  state  of 
happiness  was  strongly  influenced  by 
confidence  in  one’s  guiding  values,  a 
belief  in  a  meaning  in  life,  and  the  belief 
that  one  has  control  over  one’s  life. 


is  nearly  four  Bibles  per  home. 

The  nationwide  survey  also  confirmed 
the  estimates  that  many  people  are 
participating  in  some  kind  of  small  group 
Bible  study.  Thirty-one  percent  of  the 
families  studied  had  at  least  one  member 
involved  in  regular  group  Bible  study 
and  the  statistics  on  group  participation 
remained  constant  for  nearly  all 
denominational  groups. 

The  Christian  Bible  Society  is  a  public 
foundation  whose  purpose  is  to  promote 
the  reading  and  study  of  the  Bible 
through  research,  public  media,  and 
church  programing.  The  ministries, 
financial  support,  and  administration  of 
the  Society  are  interdenominational. 

Third  female 
appointed 
to  district 

DENVER  —  The  third  woman  district 
superintendent  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  -  and  the  first  in  the  history  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  conference  —  will 
assume  her  post  in  Ji 

The  Rev.  Deanna 
M.  Bleyle  of  Gree¬ 
ley,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  Cheyenne 
District,  according 
to  an  announcement 
by  Denver  Area 
Bishop  Melvin  E. 

Wheatley  here.  _ 

Dr.  Bleyle  cur-  Deanna  Bleyle 
rently  serves  on  the  staff  of  First  UMC, 
Greeley.  First  serving  that  church  as  a 
part-time  youth  director  while  com¬ 
pleting  doctoral  studies  in  counseling  and 
guidance  at  the  University  of  Northern 
Colorado,  she  was  appointed  to  fulltime 
ministry  there  in  1972.  She  was  ordained 
a  deacon  in  the  Nebraska  conference  in 
1966,  and  an  elder  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
conference  in  1973.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  conference  Board  of  the  Ministry. 

She  joins  the  Rev.  Marjorie  Matthews 
in  the  West  Michigan  conference  and  the 
Rev.  Barbara  Troxell,  Califomia- 
Nevada,  as  the  UMC’s  only  women 
district  superintendents. 


UM  Bible  reading 
appears  above  norm 


ADL6TALK 
WITH  JCSUS 


Selections 
for  Lent 
and  Easter 


Table  Talk  with  Jesus 

Kenneth  L.  Mauldin.  Foreword  by  Dr.  Karl  A. 
Menninger.  Ten  Lenten/Easter  messages  based  on  the 
Gospel  of  Luke  explore  the  spiritual  awakenings  of  those 
who  broke  bread  with  Jesus.  $3.75,  paper 

Are  You  the  Christ? 

And  Other  Questions  Asked  About  Jesus 

R.  Benjamin  Garrison.  Faith-building  answers  to 
questions  asked  about  Jesus  by  nearly  everyone  at  one 
time  or  another.  $3.50,  paper 

The  Sanctuary  for  Lent,  1979 

Robert  H.  Schuller.  A  dynamic  minister,  writer,  and 
TV  personality  ("Hour  of  Power")  helps  you  examine 
your  beliefs  about  God,  Jesus,  and  love;  problems  and 
miracles;  and  more.  $20  per  100 

The  Transforming  Cross 

Charles  and  Marjorie  Casebier  McCoy.  Thoughtful 
meditations  based  on  Jesus’  seven  words  from  the  Cross. 
$2.95,  paper 

Those  He  Came  to  Save 

Roy  C.  Putnam.  Sermons  which  enthusiastically 
proclaim  the  Good  News  which  Jesus  brings  to  the 
bound,  bruised,  and  brokenhearted.  $4.95 

Putting  Your  Life  on  the  Line 

Maurice  A.  Fetty.  Messages  which  present  Christian 
discipleship  as  it  is  lived,  sacrificially  and  victoriously. 
$2.95,  paper 

A  New  Happiness 

Christ’s  Pattern  for  Living  in  Today’s  World 

Gavin  Reid.  A  study  guide  is  included  in  this  search 
through  the  Beatitudes  for  keys  to  deep  and  lasting 
happiness.  $2.25.  paper 

Celebrate:  Lent 

Dennis  C.  Benson  A  cassette  tape  containing 
creative  worship  ideas  for  corporate  (congregational)  and 
individual  worship  use  in  preparation  for  Easter  $7.95. 
with  printed  guide 

The  Carpenter: 

A  Play  for  the  Easter  Season 

Martin  K.  Doudna.  An  Easter  play  with  a  difference. 
The  actors  in  this  drama  struggle  with  the  reasons  Jesus 
was  crucified.  Suitable  for  family  use  and  church 
presentation  65c.  paper 

Easter  Eggs  for  Everyone 

Evelyn  Coskey;  drawings  by  Giorgetta  Bell  and 
many  photographs.  How  to  make  delightful  egg 
treats — mobiles,  tie-dyed  eggs,  decorated  Easter  eggs,  etc 
Fun  for  all  ages.  $8.95 


The  Easter  Story  for  Children 


Ralph  W  Sockman;  illustrated  by  Gordon  Laite  A 
clear,  reliable  explanation  of  Jesus'  life  for  children.  Ages 
7-10.  $4.95. 

Humbug  Rabbit 

Written  and  illustrated  by  Loma  Balian  A  Junior 
Literary  Guild  Selection.  A  rabbit  father  ardently  denies 
that  he  is  the  Easter  bunny,  but  his  rabbit  children 
disagree.  Ages  3-7.  $7.95 


at  your  cokesbury  booksioie 


the  book  publishing  aeportment  ot 
the  united  methodist  publishing  house 


Clowns  Are  Coming! 

Rev.  Bill  “Joey  the  Clown”  Peckham,  founder  and  national 
director  of  the  Holy  Fools,  will  be  the  feature  speaker  at  a 
special  Mardi  Gras  Clown  Ministry  Workshop  to  be  at  First 
UMC  in  Slidell  Feb.  24-26. 

Bill  will  be  leading  workshops  in  make-up,  costuming  and 
theology  of  clown  ministry.  Other  exciting  sessions  will  include 
the  hit  movie  “Godspell,”  a  Centenary  College  Resource  Team, 
hospital  visitation,  clown  worship  and  Mardi  Gras  parades  in 
New  Orleans. 

Registration  is  now  open,  but  limited.  Contact  Ron  Dauphin, 
First  UMC,  433  Erlanger,  Slidell,  La.  70458.  (504)  643-6437. 

Paren  ting  Study  Planned 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  A  five  session 
workshop,  “The  Fine  Art  of  Parenting," 
will  be  given  by  John  Vance,  BCSW,  of 
the  Family  Service  Society  at  Aurora 
UMC.  The  first  of  the  one  and  one-half- 
hour  sessions  will  begin  Tuesday,  Feb.  13, 
at  7:30  p.m.  and  will  continue  through 


Tuesday,  March  20.  Class  will  not  meet 
Feb.  27,  Mardi  Gras. 

Vance  will  teach  parents  some  basic 
and  some  not  so  basic  concepts  which 
will  help  them  to  become  “masters  of  the 
art”  of  parenting.  A  fee  of  $17.50  per 
person  is  required. 


Grand  OV  Opry 

Former  Grand  OT  Opry  Star  Rev.  Homer 
Bailes  (center)  recently  performed  at  Jones 
UMC  in  Welch.  Mrs.  Roynell  Troutmah  (right) 
accompanied  him  on  the  piano.  Rev.  W.  B. 
Sweat  (left)  is  pastor.  The  Chancel  Choir  also 
rformed. 


Around  The  Conference 


iys  Askings  In  Full 

This  month  Mangum  Memorial  UMC  in 
Shreveport  paid  in  full  its  Conference  and 
district  askings.  (Sitting,  right)  Stanley 
Powell,  1978  Chair  of  Board,  presented  the 
check  to  Robert  Crichlow,  Conference 
treasurer.  At  the  same  time,  Ed  Kneipp,  1978 
Chairman  of  Finance  and  1979  Chairman  of 
the  Board  presents  the  check  for  district 
askings  to  Shreveport  District  Superintendent 
Harvey  Williamson.  Burton  Weekley  (standing 
left)  is  the  church  treasurer  and  Miles  Hitchock 
(far  right)  is  the  1979  Chairman  of  Finance. 
Daniel  W.  Tohline  is  pastor. 

Memorial  Fund  Established 


Linn  Richardson  Approved 

With  a  unanimous  vote, 
Charge  Conference  officials 
of  St.  Paul’s  in  Monroe 
approved  Mrs.  James  A. 
Richardson  Jr.  (right)  as 
a  candidate  for  the  United 
(  Methodist  Ordained  Minis¬ 
try.  Mrs.  Richardson,  the 
former  Linn  Caraway,  is 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Mon¬ 
roe  District  Superinten¬ 
dent.  She  is  completing  her  first  semester  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  where  her  husband  (also  pictured)  is  in  the  Ph.D. 
program. 

_ -* 


Women  Earning  Money 


Mrs.  Crystelle  Warner,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Hodge  United  Methodist 
Women,  recently  presented  a 
$2,000  check  to  the  church’s 
building  fund  treasurer,  B  E. 
Hathaway,  Sr. 

At  Raymond  UMC  the  UMW 
held  a  Country  Store  in  Decem¬ 
ber  and  earned  $1,100.  Some  of 
this  money  will  be  used  to  pur¬ 
chase  tables  and  chairs  for  the 
church  annex. 


Earns 


And  Country 


Eagle  Scout  Dodd  Brister  received  his  God  and  Country 
award  from  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  in  Bogalusa 
recently.  His  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Brister,  assist 
Dodd  with  his  award.  Rev.  James  M.  Poole  is  pastor. 


February  Calendar 


11  Human  Relations  Day 
14  Valentine’s  Day 
18  7th  Sunday  after  Epiphany,  green 
20-21  “The  Creative  Edge  —  New  Ideas  for 
Larger  Church  Staffs"  Highland  Park  UMC, 
Dallas,  Texas. 

22- 24  Ethnic  Minority  Convocation,  Gunter  Hotel 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas 

23- 24  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
Alexandria 

25  8th  Sunday  after  Epiphany,  green 
26-27  Conference  on  Counseling  the  Aging. 
Center  for  Continuing  Education  at  the 
University  of  Oklahoma,  Norman. 

28  Ash  Wednesday,  purple 


A  memorial  fund  honoring  the  late 
Fae  Daves,  who  served  as  executive 
director  of  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center  for  18  years,  has  been  estab¬ 
lished,  the  board  of  St.  Mark’s  UMC 
announced. 

Miss  Daves  was  ordained  as  a 
deaconess  in  the  Methodist  Church 
in  1924  and  came  to  New  Orleans  in 
1948  as  director  of  the  community 
center.  She  retired  in  1966  and  re¬ 
cently  died  at  age  80. 


Editorially  Speaking  . . . 

Young  Adults  Returning 


Over  half  the  churches  in  one  of  our 
districts  have  begun  a  new  Sunday 
School  class  in  the  last  year,  and  most  of 
these  classes  are  for  young  adults. 
Reports  on  this  aspect  of  our  work  have 
not  been  solicited  from  other  districts, 
but  I  suspect  that  similar  things  have 
been  happening  all  over  our  conference. 

What  this  means  is  that  we  may  have  a 
Methodist-style  revival  on  our  hands. 
Historically,  the  Methodist  movement 
conserved  the  fruits  of  response  to 
evangelistic  work  through  enrolling 


persons  in  small  groups,  called  class 
meetings. 

In  the  class  meeting,  persons  received 
instruction  in  the  faith  and  practiced 
mutual  pastoral  care  in  addition  to 
ministry  to  others.  Personal  faith  was 
sustained  and  enabled  to  grow  through 
the  fellowship  of  the  group.  Today’s 
Sunday  School  class,  though  different  in 
some  ways  from  the  class  meeting, 
offers  many  of  the  same  benefits  to  class 
members. 

This  good  news  is  heartening  from 


Rally  To  Pension 
Crusade  Rallies 


Nine  district  rallies  have  been 
scheduled  for  Feb.  11-20,  according  to 
Robert  Jones,  general  chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Pension  Funding 
Crusade. 

The  rallies  are  designed  to  bring  a 
better  understanding  of  the  pension 
needs  and  the  plan  for  achieving  the  goal 
in  each  local  church.  All  pastors  are 
urged  to  attend  with  large  groups  of  lay 
persons. 

It  is  especially  important  to  have  all 
members  of  the  Administrative  Board, 
the  Local  Church  Crusade  Committee, 
Organization  presidents  and  other 

Help  For  Larger 

Critical  areas  peculiar  to  larger 
congregations  will  be  the  topic  of 
discussion  at  the  Feb.  20-21  meet,  “The 
Creative  Edge  —  New  Ideas  for  Larger 
Church  Staffs.” 

Registration  fee  is  $2.50  per  person  and 
the  sessions  will  be  held  at  Highland 
Park  UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas. 


interested  persons  in  attendance. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  at  each  rally. 

DISTRICT  RALLY  SCHEDULE  1979 
FEBRUARY 

15  Alexandria,  First  UMC  7  p.m 

13  B.R.-Ham.,  Broadmoor  7  p.m 

12  B.R.-Laf.,  Asbury  7  p.m 

14  Lake  Charles,  First  UMC  7  p.m 

18  Monroe,  Southside  3  p.m 

11  N.O. -Houma,  Kenner  UMC  7  p.m 

11  N.O.-Slidell,  First  N.O.  3  p.m 

19  Ruston,  Arcadia  UMC  7  p.m 

20  Shreveport,  Broadmoor  7  p.m 

Church  Staffs 

Designed  to  help  churches  with  large 
memberships  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  registration  is  limited  to  200 
and  it  is  on  a  first  come  first  serve  basis. 

Evangelism,  church  management, 
young  adult/single  adult  ministry  and 
worship  of  large  churches  will  be 
discussed. 


several  points  of  view.  It  not  only  shows 
we  are  once  again  reaching  more 
persons  with  the  gospel,  it  also  indicates 
that  the  long  decline  of  the  Sunday  School 
in  Louisiana  may  be  over.  Moreover,  the 
response  of  younger  adults  to  our  church 
makes  clear  that  we  once  again  have  an 
appeal  to  persons  many  had  thought  our 
church  had  lost  the  ability  to  reach. 

Obviously,  it  does  not  always  follow 
that  a  person  who  starts  going  to  Sunday 
School  has  actually  heard  and  responded 
to  the  gospel.  In  addition,  it  should  be 
pointed  out  that  what  has  been 
accomplished  so  far  is  only  a  beginning. 
But  it  is  a  start,  and  an  important  one  for 
which  we  ought  to  give  thanks  even  as  we 
rededicate  ourselves  to  continued  effort. 

Last  Sunday,  I  was  the  guest  preacher 
at  the  St.  James  church  in  Shreveport.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  service,  20  young 
adults,  members  of  a  newly  formed 
class,  came  forward  to  reaffirm  their 
confirmation  vows  and  make  a  new 
commitment  of  themselves  to  Christ.  To 
me,  this  moment  symbolized  what  is 
happening  to  our  church :  even  while  we 
are  still  looking  at  the  problems,  God  is 
granting  us  a  surprisingly  abundant 
harvest. 

By  Ray  Branton,  Editor  of  the 
"Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter." 


WEST  MONROE  -  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Larry  O’Dell  of  Asbury  UMC  are  the 
proud  parents  of  a  new  son,  Matthew 
Scott,  bom  Jan.  22  at  9:56  p.m.  at  St. 
Francis  Hospital.  He  weighed  8  pounds 
and  2  ounces. 
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Working  With  Ethnic 
MinoritiesToBeTopic 

Feb.  15  is  the  deadline  for  registering 
for  the  Inter-Ethnic  Minority  Consulta¬ 
tion  to  be  held  Feb.  22-24  at  Gunter 
Hotel  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

The  purpose  of  this  event,  sponsored  by 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  is  to 
enable  persons  in  leadership,  through  the 
structure  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  to  work  more  effectively  with 
and  on  behalf  of  ethnic  minority  persons 
to  be  in  ministry  and  mission  in  the 
world. 

Registration  fee  is  $2  per  person  and 
housing  and  travel  is  the  responsibility  of 
each  participant. 

Registrations  should  be  mailed  to  the 
Consultation  Registrar,  Rev.  LaValle 
Lowe,  Box  28098,  San  Antonio,  Texas 
78284. 

Pilot  Projects  For 
Elderly  To  Be  Chosen 

During  1979  five  communities  will  be 
selected  for  pilot  projects  in  developing 
ecumenical,  multiple-ministry  programs 
for  older  people  on  the  model  of  the 
Shepherd’s  Center  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
originated  by  the  Central  United 
Methodist  Church.  This  announcement 
was  made  by  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Groups  interested  in  being  selected  for 
participation  in  the  project  should 
submit  a  request  in  writing,  by  March  1, 
1979,  to  Dr.  Paul  B  Maves,  director. 
Shepherd’s  Center  Development  Project, 
5218  Oak  St.,  Kansas  City.  Mo.  64112. 

Request  for  inclusion  in  the  project 
should  include  a  description  of  the 
geographical  area  to  be  served  with  the 
number  and  type  of  older  persons  in  the 
area,  the  resources  presently  available 
to  meet  needs,  and  the  greatest  unmet 
needs  not  yet  being  satisfied.  Sponsoring 
bodies  and  the  resources  available 
(space,  leadership,  continued  funding) 
should  be  described  as  well  as  the 
envisioned  programs. 


One  Of  Oldest  In  ISation 

For  31  years  Zachary  United  Methodist  Church  has 
sponsored  Boy  Scout  Troop  *72,  one  of  the  oldest  troops  in  the 
nation.  Brent  Anders  (above)  is  one  of  the  10  present 
members.  Sunday,  Feb.  11,  has  been  designated  as  Scout 
Sunday  at  Zachary,  to  recognize  and  give  credit  to  these 
young  men  and  the  adults  who  lead  them;  and  to  encourage 
others  to  follow  the  Boy  Scout  oath  .  .  .  “To  do  my  best ...  to 
do  my  duty  .  .  .  to  God  and  my  country.  .  .” 
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Pope’s  position  on  liberation 
being  misinterpreted  by  some 


More  than  ten  years  ago,  at  a  mass  in 
Bogata.  Columbia,  during  a  conference 
of  Latin  American  bishops,  Pope  Paul  VI 
set  the  stage  for  the  emergence  of  what 
has  come  to  be  called  the  “Theology  of 
Liberation.” 

“We  come  here  to  personify  the  church 
of  the  poor  and  the  hungry,”  Pope  Paul 
said  V 

His  words  were  heard  by  a  continent  of 
nearly  300  million  Roman  Catholics, 
many  of  whom  were  among  the  poor  and 
the  hungry  he  described.  His  words  were 
words  of  hope  that  the  church  —  a  church 
which  had  often  been  more  associated 
with  the  wealthy  landowners  and  more 
tolerant  of  oppressive  and  abusive 
governments  than  it  had  been  a  defender 
of  the  downtrodden  —  would  at  last  show 
concern. 

The  effects  of  that  speech  and  the 
direction  it  gave  to  Latin  American 
Roman  Catholics  has  dramatically 
influenced  theological  thinking  both  in 
Latin  America  and  around  the  world  — 
both  among  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestants. 

For  the  past  ten  years  the  Pope’s  call 
for  concern  about  the  poor  and  the 
oppressed  has  proved  to  be  a  seed 
capable  of  growing  into  many  different 
kinds  of  life.  On  the  extremes  of 
theological  thought  it  has  even  come  to 
mean  the  unlikely  combination  of 
Christianity  and  Marxism. 

Last  week.  Pope  John  Paul  II,  in 
another  papal  visit  to  the  Latin  American 
conference  of  bishops,  specifically 
addressed  the  extremes  to  which  his 
predecessor’s  words  had  been  taken  and 
declared  Jesus  is  not  a  “revolutionary" 
or  “the  subversive  from  Nazareth.”  He 
made  it  clear  he  wants  no  Marxist  priests 
—  no  political  ideologists  in  clerical  garb. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Almost  immediately  after  Pope  John 
Paul’s  statements,  some  clerics  and 
journalists  were  describing  the  pontiff’s 
comments  as  "conservative 
retrenchment”  and  even  “betrayal  of  the 
cause  of  justice  and  liberation”  in  Latin 
America. 

We  believe  such  analysis  represents  an 
over-reaction  to  and  misinterpretation  of 
Pope  John  Paul’s  position. 

While  there  is  no  doubt  the  Pope 
believes  it  is  Christianity,  rather  than 
any  man-made  political  system,  or 
ideology  which  offers  salvation  for  the 
world,  he  has  not  called  for  the  church  to 
withdraw  from  the  struggles  of  the  poor 
or  to  end  its  fight  against  injustice  and 
oppression. 

After  reading  pages  and  pages  of 
quotes  from  the  Pope’s  speeches  in 
Mexico,  we  conclude  he  has  only  said 
what  should  be  obvious:  The  Christian 
faith,  when  properly  understood  and 
applied,  is  an  instrument  of  both  spiritual 
and  temporal  liberation.  The  church  can¬ 
not  properly  substitute  Marxism  or  Cap¬ 
italism  or  any  other  economic/political 
ideology,  however,  in  place  of  the  gospel 
in  order  to  engage  in  this  struggle. 

This  message  from  Pope  John  Paul 
needs  to  be  heard  and  heeded,  not  only  by 
Roman  Catholics  but  by  the  church 
universal  —  of  which  the  United 
Methodist  church  is  a  part.  In  our  desire 
always  to  be  relevant  to  the  needs  of  the 
world,  there  is  always  a  danger  of  losing 
sight  of  our  unique  calling  as  Christians. 
We  need  to  bear  this  danger  in  mind  as 
we  develop  ways  of  dealing  with  the 
world’s  inequities. 

We  hope  neither  the  church  nor  the 
world  will  understand  Pope  John  Paul  as 
having  suggested  more  than  this. 


Describe  a 
sermon  that 
really  mattered 

Ministers  often  wonder  what  differ¬ 
ence,  if  any,  their  sermons  make  in 
the  lives  of  persons  who  hear  them. 
Do  you  recall  a  particular  sermon 
which  made  a  significant  difference  in 
your  life?  Did  it  comfort  you  or  jolt 
you?  Did  it  stimulate  you  to  make  a 
positive  change  in  attitude  and/or  be¬ 
havior,  or  assist  you  in  becoming  a 
more  faithful  follower  of  Jesus 
Christ?  How,  and  why? 

We  invite  you  to  tell  us  about  “a  ser¬ 
mon  that  mattered”  for  you  in  an 
essay  of  250  words  or  less. 

Criteria 

TM/UMR  will  pay  $10  for  each 
essay  printed  in  its  columns.  Essays 
will  be  selected  on  the  basis  of 
uniqueness,  readability,  clarity,  and 
effectiveness  in  inspiring  others. 

Guidelines 

(1)  There  are  no  limitations  on 
subject  matter,  but  each  essay  must 
describe  a  particular  sermon  the 
writer  heard  and  must  be  concrete  in 
the  example  given. 

(2)  The  essay  should  be  250  words  or 
less  and  preferably  typed  and  double 
spaced.  ( Hand  written  entries  will  be 
considered  if  typing  is  not  possible.) 

(3)  The  essay  must  be  factual. 

(4)  Entries  must  be  postmarked  no 
later  than  February  26, 1979. 

(5)  Each  entry  must  include  the 
writer’s  name,  address,  and  name  of 
the  church  where  membership  is  held. 
Entries  cannot  be  returned. 

Send  entries  to:  TM/UMR  Essays, 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas,  75222. 
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Factional  war  non-productive 


Alcohol  article  backed,  booed 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  expectation  the  article  by  J . 
Wesley  Farr,  “Let’s  put  alcohol  in  its 
place”  (TM/UMR,  January  12),  but  was 
greatly  disappointed,  as  again  we  take  no 
stance  against  alcohol.  Oh,  it’s  okay  so 
long  as  it  isn’t  taken  in  front  of  children 
nor  done  while  driving.  I  suppose  we  as 
United  Methodists  take  the  same  stance 
on  sex  between  unmarried  partners. 

It  s  high  time  we  as  United  Methodists 
stood  for  something,  and  in  my  opinion, 
that’s  the  only  way  we  will  get  people 
back  into  the  church  —  actively. 

Rodney  Schiltz 
Metairie,  Louisiana 
Education  needed 
To  the  Editor: 

How  refreshing  to  see  in  print  a  stand 
by  a  United  Methodist  concerning 
alcohol  and  the  lack  of  action  which  is 
necessary  to  educate  the  public  of  its 
pitfalls  (TM/UMR,  January  12. ). 

If  ever  a  subject  was  “kept  in  the 
closet,”  alcohol  addiction  and  alcohol 
education  seems  to  me  to  be  among  those 
that  are. 

Thank  you.  Dr.  J.  Wesley  Farr,  for 
your  stand.  How  many  United  Methodist 
churches  use  alcohol  education 
materials'7  How  many  United  Methodist 
churches  will  include  “Alcohol 
Awareness  Week”  in  their  church’s 
schedule*7  Is  this  a  sacred  cow  we  dare 
not  touch? 

Dons  Chapman 
Overland,  Missouri 

Rape  article  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

While  serving  as  the  United  Methodist 
campus  minister  of  the  University  of 
Delaware,  I  have  been  working  as  co- 
coordinator  of  S.O.S.  —  the  University’s 
Support  Group  for  Victims  of  Sexual 
Offense.  We  provide  confidential 
counseling  to  victims  of  rape  and  other 
forms  of  sexual  violence  as  well  as 
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educational  programs  on  rape  for  the 
University  Community. 

We  in  the  church  are  called  to  minister 
with  all  those  caught  up  in  sexual 
violence:  the  rape  victim  and  the  rapist, 
the  abuser  and  the  abused.  Your  recent 
editorial,  “Marriage  vows  not  rape 
license”  (TM/UMR,  January  19), 
provided  accurate  information  to  help  us 
see  beyond  the  destructive  myths  about 
rape  in  which  we  too  often  unthinkingly 
believe.  Such  information  is  critical  in 
moving  towards  theological  vision  and 
pastoral  commitment  which  compel  us  to 
make  those  personal  and  communal 
changes  necessary  to  eradicate  the 
causes  of  rape.  Thank  you  for  your 
concern. 

Patricia  E.  Farris 
o..o  Newark,  Delaware 

Editorial  ‘great’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  editorial  headlined 
“Marriage  vows  not  rape  license,”  in  the 
January  19  issue. 

So  many  people  have  referred  to  this 
Oregon  law  as  one  pushed  through  the 
legislature  by  radical  feminists.  Your 
article  belies  this  unwarranted  view. 

Your  paragraph  with  reference  to  the 
myth  —  that  rape  is  often  prompted  by  a 
woman’s  behavior  —  is  a  paragraph 
which  should  be  well  circulated.  The 
majority  of  men  and  women  seem  to 
firmly  believe  this  myth. 

Thanks  again  for  the  great  editorial. 

Nell  Powers 
Jasper,  Texas 

Priorities  too  broad 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  bring  attention  to  the 
most  factual  letters  we  have  had  the 
privilege  to  read  concerning  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  greatest  iniquity 
which  besets  the  church  in  its  great 
endeavor  of  winning  people  to  faith  in 
Christ.  This  letter  was  written  by  Ronald 
E.  Brown,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 
(TM/UMR,  January  12.). 

Mr.  Brown  has  pointed  out  some  very 
serious  problems  in  a  letter  headlined 
“Church  needs  to  narrow  scope  of  its 
priorities.”  Our  United  Methodist 
Church  has  allowed  a  free  hand  to  so 
many  different  organizations  both 
political  and  social  to  even  individual 
aggrandizement 

In  Mr.  Brown’s  letter,  he  mentions  15 
different  projects  to  be  supported  in  his 
meeting. 

We  might  be  tolerant  of  this  man  — 
some  have  —  but  that  is  a  small  number 
of  projects  compared  to  all  the  many 
projects  which  are  being  forced  on  the 
churches. 

Having  been  a  loyal,  working  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church  for  66  years  I 
have  seen  the  church  make  a  host  of 
changes.  It  is  no  longer  the  church  in 
which  I  was  converted  to  Christ  and  took 
my  vows  to  support  with  my  prayers,  my 
presence  and  material  things. 

Today  we  see  a  church  of  God  being 
used  in  so  many  selfish  manners,  it 
makes  us  want  to  pray  for  the  renewal  of 
our  vows  to  God  and  turn  back  to  Him . 

Barley  Keith 
Delano.  California 
Let’s  open  doors 
To  the  Editor: 

The  letter  by  Ronald  E.  Brown 
( Rm/UMR,  January  29)  certainly 
expresses  my  views  that  we  have  too 
long  stressed  superlatives  rather  than 
priorities  in  the  church.  Any  diversion  to 
‘‘make”  talk  or  an  imagined  project 
takes  too  much  time  in  our  church 
schedule.  Accountability  of  the  clergy  to 
his  source  of  funds  and  the  base  of 
operations  seems  to  be  distorted  Let’s 
open  the  doors  of  the  church  rather  than 
doors  to  a  diversionary. 

Bratton  Wallace 
Kennett.  Missouri 


Horrified  over  conference 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  most  anxious  to  read  this  week’s 
issue  of  TM/UMR  to  see  what 
“Methodist-ism”  thought  of  the  Clergy- 
women’s  Conference  (TM/UMR,  Janu¬ 
ary  12)  and  its  resolutions  after  reading 
about  it  in  the  secular  press. 

I  was  horrified  to  read  these  women 
are  more  worried  about  women 
pastorates,  privileges  and  pay,  as  well  as 
quotas,  than  how  to  preach  the  gospel, 
care  for  and  feed  the  poor,  take  care  of 
the  orphans  and  widows,  not  to  mention 
the  spiritually  deprived  living  next  door, 
and  their  children’s  peers  in  trouble  at 
school. 

Then  they  hit  politics  and  have  to  get 
on  ERA,  which  individually  is  their  right, 
but  I  feel  that  collectively,  as 
clergywomen,  that  is  not  a  Christ-like 
action  and  reflects  on  Him  and  them 
negatively. 

And  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  was 
their  resolution  to  delete  the  statement, 
“We  do  not  condone  homosexuality  and 
find  it  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching"  is  nothing  short  of  blasphemy. 
They  say  they  know  more  as  to  what  is 
Christ-like  than  Christ!  Sure  He  loves  the 
sinner,  but  He  does  hate  the  sin  and  says 
so  very  plainly  in  the  Bible.  And  your 
paper  gave  cartoons  more  space  than 
that  resolution.  Mrs.  D.S.  West 

Dallas,  Texas 

More  letters 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  January  5  issue  of  the 
Reporter  with  the  same  interest  and 
concern  that  I  do  each  issue.  I  find  this 
publication  a  valuable  contribution  to  my 
awareness  and  understanding  of  the 
church. 

I  am  moved  to  write  because  of  the 
article,  “Social  activists  blast 
evangelicals.”  I  am  so  very  weary  of 
factions  within  the  church  at  war  with 
one  another.  I  don’t  like  labels,  but  I  am 
sure  that  most  who  know  me  would  place 
me  somewhere  left  of  center  on  this  kind 
of  controversy.  However,  I  have  to  ask 
the  question,  "What  possible  purpose  is 
served  by  factions  within  the  church 
squaring  off  against  each  other?” 

I  can  only  speak  as  United  Methodist 
pastor  because  that  is  what  I  have  been 
for  the  past  20  years.  These  arguments 
over  orientation  or  procedure  are  now 
where  the  real  church  is  at  work.  In  my 
congregation  I  can  identify  charismatics 
on  one  end  of  the  spectrum  and  extreme 
social  activitists  on  the  other.  The 
question  is  not,  “Can  we  get  along?”  The 
real  question  is,  “Can  we  afford  not  go 
get  along  within  the  church?  ’’ 

Most  local  congregations  within  United 
Methodism  are  in  the  place  of  having  to 
struggle  to  keep  moving.  The  society  in 
which  we  live  is  capable  of  either  great 
good  or  great  evil.  I  believe  in  the  work 
and  place  of  the  local  church.  I  am 
committed  to  the  reality  that  if  the  word 
of  hope  and  renewal  is  to  be  heard  in  our 
world  it  will  come  from  the  church.  I 
don’t  mean  just  the  church  as  an 
institution  or  building  on  the  corner.  I 
don’t  for  a  minute  limit  the  ministry  of 
those  who  are  working  in  a  non-local- 
church  situation.  I  do  believe,  however, 
that  it  is  the  local  church  that  will 
preserve  the  ability  to  be  heard  in  our 
world.  Fortunately,  the  struggle  this 
article  referred  to  is  not  where  it  is  really 
at  in  most  of  the  local  churches  I  know. 

If  the  church  is  to  be  truly  liberal,  truly 
the  Body  of  Christ,  it  has  to  be  large 
enough  for  tolerance  of  difference. 
Giving  “a  cup  of  water  in  His  name”  is 
the  work  of  the  church.  Throwing  out 
either  the  cup  of  water  or  the  name 
makes  the  action  unworthy  of  the  church. 
In  the  true  spirit  of  our  heritage,  this  is 
the  time  for  the  church  to  be  one. 

James  Raber 

Saint  Louis,  Missouri 
Charity  lacking 
To  the  Editor: 

I’ve  followed  the  liberal-conservative 
debate  in  these  pages  with  some 
foreboding.  One  does  wonder  about  the 
missing  virtue  of  charity  in  the  name¬ 
calling. 

Perhaps  part  of  the  problem  is  the  very 
term  “pluralism.”  In  the  first  place,  it 
practially  seems  to  indicate  a  state 
alternating  between  contempt  and 
reluctant  toleration.  But  in  the  second 
place  it  seems  like  a  most  inadequate 
20th  century  translation  for  Wesley’s 
phrase  “catholic  spirit,”  which  implies 
not  a  mere  aggregate  of  divergent 
notions,  but  a  congregation,  a  church, 
with  a  principle  of  unity.  That  principle  is 
love  of  God. 

Dear  sisters  and  brothers  in  Christ,  let 
us  recall  Wesley’s  touchstone  of  the 
catholic  spirit:  “Is  thine  heart  right,  as 
my  heart  is  with  thy  heart?”  That  is,  (1) 
“Is  thy  heart  right  with  God?”  and  (2) 
“Is  thy  heart  right  toward  thy 
neighbor?”  (See  A.  Outler,  “John 
Wesley,”  Oxford  Univ.  Press,  pages  97, 
98.) 


Funding  needs  study 

ditor:  on  a  broader  basis  than  form 


To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  bring  attention  to  one  of 
the  most  factual  letters  we  have  had  the 
“UMC’s  general  funding  system  needs 
updating.”  As  one  who  has  been  very 
directly  inyolved  in  fund  raising  for  some 
200  or  more  UM  churches  through  the 
Department  of  Finance  and  Field 
Service  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
National  Division,  I  am  confident  that 
the  new  system  that  you  are  proposing 
would  be  well  received  by  many 
churches  and  result  in  much  happier 
Methodists  as  “to  the  apportionments.” 
Most  of  our  people  don’t  understand 
them,  give  to  them  grudgingly  —  if  at  all 
—  and  find  very  little  in  the  way  of 
“satisfaction  dividends"  to  which  they 
are  certainly  well  entitled.  It  is  slow 
death  to  the  denomination. 

We  have  inherited  a  system  where  new 
funds  and  apportionments  have  been 
added  over  the  years  by  groups 
concerned  with  particular  causes  and 
which  tend  to  remain  long  after  their 
appeal  has  dissipated  or  even 
disappeared.  “Nothing  is  so  permanent 
as  death  and  taxes,”  and  few  matters  are 
more  resented.  When  these  appeals  are 
multiplied  as  indicated  by  your  cor¬ 
respondent  Ronald  Brown  from  Albu¬ 
querque  (TM/UMR,  January  12).  pastors 
become  disheartened  and  congregations 
apathetic  if  not  antagonistic. 

I  suspect  the  real  issue  is  “where  does 
the  real  power  in  the  church  reside?”  If 
the  General  Conference,  or  the 
Jurisdictional  Conferences,  or  even  the 
Annual  Conferences  presume  that  power 
resides  in  them  —  without  regard  to 
local  church  responses  —  they  are 
only  deceiving  themselves  and  some¬ 
thing  akin  to  Proposition  !3  fixing  a 
percentage  of  church  income  to  be 
available  “beyond  the  local  church”  is 
well  on  the  way.  It  can  be  considered  "a 
disaster"  or  the  message  getting  through 
can  make  a  difference  of  very  positive 
character  for  all  concerned. 

We  need  to  get  our  priorities 
reevaluated  and  to  effect  some  new 
meeting  of  minds  in  that  direction. 
Perhaps  General  Conference  is  the  place 
to  do  it.  but  some  new  proposals  need  to 
be  outlined,  evaluated  and  then  accepted 


I  HOPE  I 
DON'T  MAVf  THAT 
MUCH  TROUBLE 
61TTIH&  INTO 
HEAVEN 


on  a  broader  basis  than  formerly.  The 
time  to  begin  is  NOW. 

Dean  E.  Richardson 
Buffalo,  New  York 

Position  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

My  wife  and  I  wholeheartedly  agree 
with  your  editorial  “UMC’s  general 
funding  system  needs  updating” 
published  in  the  January  12  issue  of 
TM/UMR. 

We  agree,  not  just  to  be  “yes”  people 
—  which  we  are  not  —  but  because  in  our 
own  local  church  we  have  witnessed  the 
very  attitude  and  stand  which  you  so 
graphically  described.  Members  not 
being  in  sympathy  with  some 
controversial  proposal  have  refused  to 
give  to  the  general  ministries  or  have 
given  grudgingly  in  small  amounts.  Such 
negative  responses  do  the  church  as  a 
whole  no  good,  and  the  reason  for  this 
attitude  should  be  removed.  Indeed,  we 
feel  “designated  giving”  would  certainly 
strengthen  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Too,  we  know  personally  of  several 
families  who  have  left  United  Methodist 
churches  because  of  the  church’s  present 
general  apportionment  system. 

Raymond  R.  Shull 
Springfield,  Illinois 
Askings  are  ‘tellings* 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  January  12  editorial  “UMC’s 
general  funding  system  needs  updating,” 
expressed  my  feelings  about  supporting 
our  church’s  programs.  We  should  be 
free  to  support  or  not  support  programs 
as  we  are  led  by  our  Christian 
convictions.  I  have  no  fear  that  God- 
inspired  programs  will  fail.  Other 
programs  may  fail,  and  should  fail. 

Your  suggestions  for  solutions  should 
be  explored  and  refined.  In  addition,  our 
currently  fuzzy,  obtuse  channels  of 
funding  should  be  made  plainer,  so 
answers  can  be  easily  obtained.  Our 
church’s  hierarchy  has  attitudes  too 
similiar  to  the  Federal  Government. 
General  Conference  should  give  us  the 
freedom  of  discretion.  It  should  lift  this 
burden  where  the  “askings"  have 
become  "tellings"  Camilla  A.  Carter 
Bastrop.  Louisiana 


I  would  suggest  United  Methodism 
might  seek  a  Day  of  Reconciliation 
wherein  these  issues  could  be  sorted  out 
and  our  real  unity  (“catholic  spirit,”  not 
“pluralism”)  reasserted. 

Hugh  Hookway  Jr. 
East  Rochester,  Ohio 

‘Good  News’ good 

To  the  Editor: 

Hurrah  for  Rev.  Charles  Keysor,  editor 
of  the  “Good  News”  magazine.  In  the 
article  headlined  “Social  activists  blast 
evangelicals”  (TM/UMR,  January  5), 
the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action  hurled  every  conceivable 
accusation  at  him  and  his  group  (false 
accusations,  I  believe),  yet  his  answer 
was  Christ-like. 

To  me,  Mr.  Keysor  made  one  profound 
statement  when  he  said,  “Many  loyal 
United  Methodists  are  more 
conservative  than  MFSA.”  Shouldn’t  all 
Christians  move  toward  reconciliation 
with  one  another  in  a  joint  effort  to  win 
the  world  for  Christ?  Should  we  let 
socially  accepted  worldly  opinions  govern 
our  Christian  views?  Are  we  really  seek¬ 
ing  God’s  answer,  really  listening  to  Him, 
or  perhaps  we  Christians  are  trying  to  find 
the  solutions  to  life’s  problems  by  our 
own  human  intellect? 

Doris  Jackson 
Portales,  New  Mexico 
Pluralism  missing 
To  the  Editor: 

The  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action  accuses  "Good  News”  of  the 
"rejection  of  the  United  Methodist 
connectional  system”  by  encouraging 
ministerial  students  to  attend 
“evangelical”  seminaries  (TM/UMR, 
January  5.) 

My  decision  to  attend  a  non-Methodist 
seminary  was  not  based  upon  a  rejection 
of  United  Methodism  but  rather  upon 
what  I  considered  to  be  in  the  best 
interest  of  my  theological  education.  To 
claim  to  be  “pluralistic”  and  yet  provide 
no  seminaries  which  reflect  the  outlook 
of  a  significant  number  of  United 
Methodists  is  gross  hypocrisy.  The 
denomination  says  in  effect,  “You  can 
believe  what  you  want,  but  there  is  only 
one  true  system  of  beliefs  for  United 
Methodists.” 

There  is  a  good  side  to  everything  and 
all  the  recent  criticism  of  “Good  News” 
has  caused  me  to  realize  that  it’s  time  to 
get  off  the  fence  and  send  “Good  News”  a 
check  and  get  on  their  mailing  list. 

Michael  V.  Stine 
n . ,  .  .  ,  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio 

Bible  ignored 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Mr.  Dunn’s  “We  should 
worship  God,  not  the  Bible”  (TM/UMR, 
January  5),  I  have  not  noticed  worship  of 
the  Bible  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
I  have  noticed  that  the  Bible  is  ignored, 
unread,  watered  down,  and  its  authority 
eroded.  Our  problem  is  not  that  the  Bible 
is  too  important  to  us,  but  that  it  is  not 
important  enough  to  us.  The  Bible  is  its 
own  corrective  for  “bibliolatry,”  as  it 
always  points  to  the  Lord  who  alone  is  to 
be  worshipped. 

It  is  not  wrong  to  refer  to  the  scriptures 
as  “the  Word  of  God.”  All  churches, 
including  the  liturgical  churches,  refer  to 
the  scriptures  as  the  Word  of  God.  One  of 
the  Greek  words  for  “word”  means  the 


written  word.  For  1800  years  the 
scriptures  have  spoken  God’s  Word  to 
Christians  who  have  exposed  themselves 
to  them. 

As  a  former  liberal  pastor  who  has  had 
to  rethink  his  view  of  the  scriptures,  I 
have  found  that  the  more  literally  I  take 
the  scriptures,  the  more  God  speaks  to 
me  through  them. 

Praise  God  for  His  written  word ! 

Lowell  Wellman 
Columbiana,  Ohio 
Perspective  offered 
To  the  Editor: 

After  more  than  55  years  as  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  there  are  a  few 
crucial  points  I  should  like  to  make.  The 
message  of  God’s  love  and  concern  is  the 
greatest  ever  committed  to  the  human 
mind.  Without  it  countless  millions  of 
individuals  have  perished  and  civiliza¬ 
tions  have  crumbled. 

There  should  never  be  a  time  in  the  life 
of  the  Christian  when  we  do  not  seek  to 
know  the  mind  which  was  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Careful  sincere  Bible  study  with  a 
prayerful  heart  should  be  as 
commonplace  as  eating  food  or  drinking 
water. 

As  ministers  prepare  their  sermons 
they  should  have  close  at  hand,  in 
addition  to  copies  of  the  Bible  and  the 
Book  of  Hymns,  a  good  dictionary  and  an 
accredited  English  grammar.  It  is  my 
understanding  that  the  writers  of 
television  plays,  etc.,  labor  long  and  with 
great  diligence  over  ideas,  paragraphs, 
phrases  and  words.  If  these  things  which 
“pass  with  the  using”  take  so  much  time 
and  effort,  does  it  not  behoove  us  who  are 
mouthpieces  for  God  to  do  it  with  utmost 
care?  Beauty  of  expression  from  a 
sincere  heart  can  be  used  graciously  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  to  reach  the  aching 
lonely  heart.  Our  work  is  the  greatest 
entrusted  to  human  intellect. 

J.  Paul  Touchton 
Jacksonville,  Florida 
Arms  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

James  Harnish  (Here  I  Stand, 
December  29)  builds  his  seditious  case  to 
a  rousing,  emotional  climax  with  his  last 
question:  “What  would  happen  if  all 
United  Methodist  Christians  committed 
themselves  as  fully  and  as  strongly  in  the 
stand  for  disarmament  as  United 
Methodists  in  Florida  recently  stood 
against  casino  gambling?  ” 

But  the  answer  is  really  not  as  difficult 
as  Mr.  HarnisK  would  have  us  believe. 
We  only  need  look  behind  the  Iron  Curtain, 
into  Russia,  and  across  China  to  see  what 
would  happen.  ^  Mi||er 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Article  inspiring 

To  the  Editor: 

Blessings  on  Marion  Schoeberlein!  She 
has  beautifully  written  what  every 
sensitive  pastor  has  felt  while  making 
the  faithful  rounds  in  the  nursing  homes, 
convalescent  homes,  and  retirement 
facilities. 

''Surely  her  compassionate  article  will 
spur  us  again  to  our  daily  shepherding 
duties.  Thanks  to  TM/UMR  for  printing 
the  reminder  that  “God  puts  His  finger 
on  His  ‘broken  flowers.’  ” 

M.  Thos.  Swantner 
Pana,  Illinois 


The  next  best  thing 
to  word-of-mouth 
— a  Commander  Board 
on  your 
church  lawn! 


Why  do  so  many  businesses  use  changeable  letter 
boards  to  get  their  messages  across? 

To  reach  more  people 

You r  message  goes  not  only  to  your  membership  II  reaches  out  to  the  rest  of  the  community  as 

well.  ♦ 

Economy 

Compare  ever-rising  printing  costs  wtth  the  one-time  investment  of  a  sign — then  consider  how 
many  more  people  your  sign  will  reach 

Convenience 

Change  your  message  in  just  minutes!  Temporary  lawn  mounting  equipment  allows  you  to 
completely  remove  the  sign  when  it  s  not  needed 

The  New  Commander  Board  church  lawn  sign  features  an  easy-care  satin-finished  aluminum 
frame  with  a  black  copy  panel  front  and  back  to  double  your  message  area  Stainless  steel  clips 
hold  white  5Vj''  steel  letters,  numbers,  and  symbols  firmly  in  place.  (Set  of  155  included  )  Lawn 
mounting  equipment  is  included  also  which  allows  board  to  be  removed  when  not  In  use.  Two 
square  tube  legs  hold  the  board  30"  from  the  ground 

26VY  x  60"  Message  lines.  3  per  side.  98  lbs. 

M05-040357 .  370.00 


See  Cokes  bu/y  s  big  Church  end  Church  School  Supplies  catalog  tor  more  signs,  mounting  equipment,  and 
individual  letters 


Cokesbury. 


FEBRUARY  !>,  1979 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


the  church 
today 

Arkansas  college  to  keep 
funds;  Wiley  decision  pending 

NASHVILLE,  (UMC)  -  Philander 
Smith  College  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  has 
been  notified  that  its  support  from  the 
United  Methodist  Black  College  Fund 
will  continue,  according  to  James  S. 
Barrett,  staff  executive  of  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Division  of  Higher  Education 
here. 

In  October,  Dr.  Barrett  announced  that 
Philander  Smith  and  Wiley  College  in 
Marshall,  Texas,  were  in  danger  of 
losing  their  Black  College  Fund  support 
because  they  were  not  meeting  their 
management  guidelines  approved  by  the 
1976  General  Conference  of  the  church. 
At  that  time  he  said  Philander  Smith’s 
support  would  end  Dec.  31,  and  Wiley's 
support  would  be  cut  Jan.  30. 

Dr.  Barrett  told  United  Methodist 
Communications  Jan.  22  that  he  had 
notified  Philander  Smith  officials  their 
funds  would  not  be  interrupted  because 
of  "significant  action  taken  by  the  board 
of  trustees  and  administration  to 
adequately  address  the  guidelines.” 

Regarding  the  Wiley  situation,  Dr. 
Barrett  said  he  and  his  staff  hoped  to 
complete  a  review  of  the  school  soon  and 
to  make  a  decision  by  early  February. 
United  Methodists  give 
record  $67.5  million  in  1978 
EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodists  gave  $67,580,296  during  1978 
to  support  denomination-wide  programs, 
according  to  a  report  released  here  Jan. 

29  by  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 

The  total  is  a  record  for  such 
contributions,  and  is  about  six-tenths  of  a 
percentage  point  increase  above  1977 
giving.  It  is  the  smallest  annual  gain 
since  1971  when  a  decrease  of  a  fraction 
of  a  percent  was  recorded. 

Included  in  the  figure  is  an  all-time 
high  of  $23.5  million  for  World  Service, 
the  church’s  basic  program  fund. 
Television  Awareness  Training 
set  to  go  international 
NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Television 
Awareness  Training  (TAT),  a  church- 
sponsored  program  to  help  individuals 
assess  the  impact  of  television  on  their 
individual  and  .family  lives,  is  going 
international. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  World 
Association  for  Christian  Communica¬ 
tion  (WACC),  the  eight-unit  course  is 
now  being  promoted  by  Christian  groups 
in  Brazil,  Japan,  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  Korea,  Taiwan  and  Egypt. 

TAT  was  developed  in  1976  by  the  non¬ 
profit  Media  Action  Research  Center,  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  American 
Lutheran  Church,  and  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  It  consists  of  units  on  an 
overview  of  television  and  its  role  in 
society,  television  violence,  television 
and  children,  advertising  and  the 
consumer  ethic,  the  dehumanizing  effect 
of  stereotyping,  values  television  news 
communicates,  television  and  human 
sexuality,  and  making  changes. 
Multi-ministry  for  older 
persons  created  by  UMC 
EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  A  two- 
pronged  move  into  developing 
ecumenical,  multiple-ministry  programs 
for  older  persons  has  been  announced  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Division 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Paul  V.  Maves,  a  widely 
known  writer,  teacher  and  administrator 
in  the  field  of  the  aging,  has  been  named 
a  special  consultant  on  local 
church/community-based  ministries 
with  the  aging.  At  the  same  time,  the 
health  and  welfare  division  is  seeking 
five  communities  for  pilot  projects 
modeled  on  the  Shepherd’s  Center  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  with  which  Dr.  Maves 
will  be  associated. 

Churches  and  communities  to  be 
involved  in  the  project  will  be  selected  on 
the  basis  of  involvement  of  churches  in 
the  area  to  be  served,  commitment  to  the 
principle  of  voluntarism  and  use  of  older 
persons  as  volunteers,  and  a  concern  to 
meet  the  needs  of  all  older  people,  among 
other  things,  an  official  said. 

Churches  and  groups  interested  in 
being  considered  for  the  program  should 
contact  Dr.  Maves  at  5218  Oak  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  not  later  than  March  1. 
New  Mexico  membership 
gain  reported 

ALBUQUERQUE  -  A  net  gain  of  489 
members  —  the  first  gain  since  1969  — 
has  been  reported  by  the  New  Mexico 
conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Albuquerque  District  achieved  the 
greatest  gain  with  322  new  members. 
Carlsbad  followed  with  160  and  the  El 
Paso  District  reported  a  gain  of  seven, 
according  to  Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area  Bishop  Alsie  Carleton. 
District  editor, 
backs  Formosa  plan 

OAKLAND,  Calif.  —  The  editor  of  a 
TM/UMR  edition  in  the  only  United 
Methodist  district  in  the  world  which  has 
a  chartered  Formosan  UMC  came  out 
editorially  Jan.  26  in  support  of  a  "third 
position”  on  Formosa. 

Printing  a  lengthy  plea  from  the 
Formosan  UM  Caucus  urging  autonomy 
and  self-determination  for  Taiwan,  Bud 
Tillinghast,  editor  of  the  Bay  View 
district  newspaper,  asked  readers  who 
“would  like  to  be  supportive  of  our 
Formosan  brothers  and  sisters”  to 
contact  the  caucus  for  information. 

The  caucus  statement  calls  on  the  U.S. 
government  to  terminate  its  support  of 
the  "dictatorial  leadership  in  Taiwan,” 
affirm  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
Taiwan  issue  by  "respecting  the  human 
rights  and  desire  for  self-determination 
of  the  people  in  Taiwan.” 


Clergy  centeredness  hit 

Executive  says  church  should  be  for  benefit  of  laity 


Pope’s  Mexican  visit  is  hailed 

PUEBLA,  Mex.  —  Security  men  help  deflect  flowers  and  confetti  being  thrown  to 
Pope  John  Paul  II  as  he  rode  here  Jan.  28  on  his  way  to  inaugurate  the  Third  General 
Conference  of  Latin  American  Bishops.  In  his  opening  address  the  pope  warned 
against  confusing  religion  and  politics,  against  putting  faith  in  human  progress 
through  political  systems  rather  than  evangelistic  truths.  Repeating  that  theme  later 
in  a  talk  to  the  clergy.  Pope  John  Paul  said,  "You  are  priests.  You  are  not  social  or 
political  leaders.”  Still  later  he  told  the  conference  "this  idea  of  Christ  as  a  political 
figure,  a  revolutionary  .  .  .  does  not  tally”  with  the  church’s  traditional  teaching.  That 
did  not  mean,  however,  he  told  the  prelates,  that  they  could  ignore  infringement  on 
human  dignity.  religious  newsservice  photo 

Shake-up  in  funding 
urged  by  ad  hoc  body 

fund  designated  for  that  agency.  Other 
parts  of  the  apportionment  would  be  paid 
in  full  and  the  money  withheld  from  one 
general  benevolence  would  be 
designated  for  some  other  such  fund. 

Traditionally,  a  local  church  either 
supports  a  particular  fund  in  toto  or 
declines  to  accept  or  pay  the  appor¬ 
tionment,  or  declines  to  participate  in  a 
voluntary  offering  if  that  is  the  basis  for 
the  program  in  question. 

Almost  three  hours  were  spent 
discussing  the  proposition.  The  final 
endorsement  was  by  an  announced  count 
of  74  to  9,  with  nine  abstentions. 

Mr.  Parrott  asserted  "congregations 
already  practice  selective  giving  (and) 
what  you’re  doing  will  save  World 
Service.  This  way  you’re  saying  people 
can  say  where  their  tithe  is  going." 

A  report  released  Jan.  29  showed  that 
in  1978  all  church-wide  apportioned  funds 
showed  an  increase  from  1977,  including 
an  all-time  high  in  both  dollars  and 
percentage  of  goal  for  World  Service,  the 
basic  program  fund. 

Concern  voiced 

The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Wells,  Oklahoma 
‘City,  Okla.,  director  of  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  voiced  “concern  that  what 
we’re  saying  is  the  connection^!  system 
is  not  adequate  to  our  situation.  If  we 
continue  to  tinker  with  the  nature  of  our 
system,”  he  went  on,  "you’re  going  to 
affect  the  unity  of  the  system.” 

The  Rev.  John  R.  Sills,  treasurer  and 
business  manager  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference,  said  the 
general  agencies  "are  working  on  the 
fringes  of  society  where  somebody  needs 
to  push  hard”  and  "I’d  rather  trust  our 
leaders  than  let  churches  withhold  funds 
without  knowing  what  they  are  doing.” 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Brown,  pastor  of  Mt. 
Vernon  UMC  in  Houston,  Texas,  and  one 
of  two  ethnic  minority  persons  present, 
said  in  his  opinion  “if  we  give  people  an 
opportunity  to  designate,  Methodism  is  a 
lost  cause  among  blacks.” 

Endorsing  the  proposal,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Pierce,  pastor  of  Chicago  Temple 
UMC  and  host  to  the  meeting,  said  the 
church’s  members  "feel  alienated”  and 
"we  have  dealt  with  all  kinds  of 
alienation  except  that  of  our  own 
people.” 

Dr.  Farrell  said  he  already  has 
discussed  the  "designated  giving” 
concept  with  a  committee  of  GCFA. 
Some  such  idea  has  been  mentioned 
informally  in  the  fiscal  agency  for  a 
number  of  years. 

A  date  for  another  meeting  was  not  set 
by  the  group,  but  Dr.  Farrell  said  he  had 
developed  a  mailing  list  of  about  350 
persons  across  the  country  who  have 
indicated  support  for  the  body’s  work. 

About  one-third  of  the  participants  here 
came  from  Texas  or  Oklahoma.  All  but 
about  15  were  clergymen  and  some  dozen 
of  the  lay  persons  were  women. 


By  ROBERT LEAR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

CHICAGO  —  Changes  in  the  traditional 
with  little  dissent,  the  addition  of 
Methodist  programs  that  would  allow  in¬ 
dividual  congregations  to  withhold  money 
from  a  particular  agency  "on  grounds  of 
Christian  conscience”  were  called  for 
here  Jan.  31-Feb.  1  by  an  ad  hoc  body  of 
some  90  pastors  and  lay  persons  from  15 
states. 

In  other  actions,  the  group  supported 
with  little  dissent  the  addition  of 
restrictive  provisions  to  the  church’s 
"Book  of  Discipline”  concerning  the 
ordination  of  homosexuals,  abortion, 
filing  of  class  action  lawsuits  by  general 
boards,  tenure  of  general  agency 
executives,  disclosure  of  promotion  and 
administration  costs  of  general  funds, 
and  the  number  of  general  board 
personnel  attending  General  Conference. 

Also  endorsed  was  a  transfer  of  the 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
National  Division  to  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  a 
continuing  "sunset  review”  of  agencies 
by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  and 
returning  the  mandatory  retirement  age 
for  clergy  to  72  instead  of  70. 

The  session  here  grew  out  of  two 
earlier  meetings  of  some  two  dozen 
pastors  and  lay  persons  who  the  Rev. 
Leighton  Farrell,  pastor  of  Highland 
Park  UMC  in  Dallas,  said  are  seeking 
to  "bring  about  greater  responsibility 
and  accountability  in  the  general 
church.”  He  stressed  the  ad  hoc  group  is 
"definitely  ad  hoc”  and  will  "disappear” 
after  the  1980  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Farrell,  a  member  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and 
chairman  of  its  legislative  committee, 
was  named  to  continue  as  chairman  of 
the  ad  hoc  body.  Secretary  is  the  Rev. 
Bob  W.  Parrott,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Longview,  Texas. 

The  greatest  amount  of  time  here  was 
devoted  to  what  the  group  calls 
"designated  giving.” 

Text  of  the  proposed  change  in 
legislation  was  presented  by  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  Dallas,  editor 
of  the  Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  The  main  points  of  the 
proposal  were  outlined  in  an  editorial  in 
the  newspaper  in  early  January. 
‘Enhance’  the  system 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  the  changes  “would 
not  destroy  our  connectional  system,  but 
would  enhance  it  and  result  in  more 
money  being  given”  because  people  will 
have  "the  right  to  have  some  say  in  their 
destiny." 

Local  churches  would  be  "urged  to 
support  the  World  Service  Fund  and  all 
other  (apportionments)  in  their 
entirety,”  but  could  withhold  from  a 
particular  agency  the  percentage  of  a 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

GREENVILLE,  S.C.  -  If  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  going  to  grow,  "we 
have  to  begin  managing  the  church  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  instead  of  for  the 
benefit  of  the  clergy,"  a  national 
executive  of  the  denomination  said  here 
Jan.  31. 

Addressing  United  Methodist  urban 
workers  from  the  Southeast,  the  Rev. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  an  executive  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
asked:  "Are  we  running  an  institution  of 
which  the  clergy  is  the  prime 
benefactor?”  He  said  many  decisions  are 
being  made  solely  on  the  basis  of  how  the 
clergy  will  be  affected. 

Dr.  Jones  told  the  urban  workers  that 
such  "clergy  centeredness”  is  one  of  the 

How  long 
is  6long’ 
for  pastors? 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  How  long  has  your 
pastor  been  assigned  to  your  local 
church? 

If  he  or  she  has  been  there  longer  than 
three  years,  344  days,  two  hours  and  24 
minutes,  the  appointment  has  probably 
lasted  longer  than  the  United  Methodist 
national  average. 

Although  long-term  statistics  are  not 
available,  according  to  figures  compiled 
by  the  denomination’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries  (GCOM)  here,  during  the 
1977-78  appointment  year  the  average 
tenure  of  clergypersons  in  local  churches 
at  that  time  was  3.9  years. 

That  figure  is  considerably  below  the 
five-year  minimum  tenure  advocated  by 
GCOM  executive  Ezra  Earl  Jones  during 
a  recent  speech  in  Greenville,  S.C.  (see 
story  elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

"We  appear  to  be  a  long  way  from  five- 
year  minimum  tenure,”  Dr.  Jones  told 
TM/UMR.  "If  we  had  such  a  minimum 
tenure,  the  average  —  once  longer 
tenures  were  figured  in  —  would  be  much 
higher  than  five.” 

By  church  jurisdiction,  tenure  during 
the  1977-78  appointment  year  was  as 
follows:  Northeastern  Jurisdiction,  4.9 
years;  North  Central  Jurisdiction,  4.3 
years;  Western  Jurisdiction,  4.01  years; 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  3.5  years; 
and  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  .3.08 
years. 


factors  which  makes  it  “likely  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  continue  to 
lose  members”  in  the  years  ahead. 

"We  could  have  12  million  members  by 
the  year  2000,”  he  said,  "but  it’s  likely 
that  we  will  have  more  like  7.5  million.” 
(Present  membership  is  about  9.7 
million.) 

Later,  in  an  interview  with  TM/UMR, 
Dr.  Jones  stressed  that  "clergy 
centeredness"  is  only  one  of  "numerous 
factors”  involved  in  church  growth 
problems.  He  did  contend,  however,  that 
it  is  important  for  the  church  to  deal  with 
it. 

Clarifying  his  position,  he  said: 

•  "We  are  spending  an  extraordinary 
amount,  percentage  wise,  on  clergy 
needs.”  Dr.  Jones  said  he  does  not 
bemoan  strides  made  in  recent  years  in 
clergy  salaries  and  benefits,  but  believes 
churchwide  expenses  for  clergy  are  out 
of  proportion  —  that  the  church  isn’t 
getting  its  money’s  worth. 

“We  simply  have  too  much  clergy 
overhead,”  he  said.  "In  both  special 
appointments  and  in  the  local  parishes, 
we  are  underusing  clergy.  We  need  to 
make  sure  every  pastor  has  an  adequate 
work  load.” 

Dr.  Jones  described  an  "adequate 
work  load"  as  comparable  to  serving  a 
church  with  between  350  and  500 
members.  He  said  pastors  serving 
smaller  churches  should  be  given  an 
additional  church. 

•  “We  need  to  quit  promoting 
ministers  by  moving  them."  Dr.  Jones 
said  he  beheves  bishops  and  cabinets 
should  make  appointments  with  the  idea 
they  will  be  for  a  minimum  of  five  years. 

"Pastors  need  to  learn  to  look  to  their 
assigned  church,  instead  of  to  the 
system,  as  the  place  where  they  must 
succeed,”  he  said.  Our  present  style  is  to 
move  ministers  with  promise  quickly  up 
the  local  church  ladder  for  the  sake  of 
their  careers,  Dr.  Jones  contended,  often 
not  leaving  them  in  a  single  local  church 
long  enough  to  get  their  ministry  in  gear. 
He  said  smaller  churches  are 
particularly  hurt  by  this  practice,  since 
for  many  ministers  those  churches  only 
become  stepping  stones  toward  some 
future  success  elsewhere. 

"I’m  not  suggesting  the  church  needs  a 
law  setting  minimum  tenure  at  five 
years,”  he  said,  "but  I  believe  there 
needs  to  be  a  conscious  change  in  the  way 
cabinets  and  bishops  view  clergy 
tenure.” 

"I  hope  it’s  understood  that  I  believe 
our  clergy,  in  general,  are  among  our 
greatest  assets  as  a  church,”  Dr.  Jones 
told  TM/UMR.  “But  we  must  not  forget 
that  our  task  is  ministry,  not  institutional 
maintenance.  In  the  long  run,  tfio§£ 
things  we  do  for  clergy  that  do  not  also 


Injury  damages  spine, 
not  faith  of  Texas  athlete 


FT.  WORTH,  Texas  -  A  football 
injury  may  have  left  him  in  a  wheelchair, 
but  nothing  has  damaged  the  faith  of 
former  Texas  Christian  University 
player  Kent  Waldrep. 

Speaking  to 
United  Methodist 
Men  at  Arlington 
Heights  United 
Methodist  Church 
here  recently,  he  <- 

talked  about  his 
faith  and  the  recent 
trip  to  the  Soviet 
Union  for  medical 
help  he  could  not 
receive  in  the  Kent  Waldrep 
United  States. 

Mr.  Waldrep  suffered  a  spinal  cord 
injury  in  the  TCU-Alabama  game  in  1974 
that  left  him  partially  paralyzed. 

According  to  a  story  in  a  recent  Central 
Texas  conference  edition  of  TM/UMR  by 
Jan  Rhinefort,  editor,  Mr.  Waldrep  said 
he  was  disappointed  in  the  lack  of  hope 
that  medical  personnel  at  several  U.S. 
hospitals  offered  him. 

"When  I  accepted  Jesus  Christ,  I 
accepted  him  in  all  phases  of  my  life,"  he 
said.  "God  was  going  to  be  part  of  coping 
with  the  injury,  yet  I  was  being  told  there 
was  no  hope  for  it.  I’m  not  going  to  lose 
hope  or  faith.  My  faith  will  always  be  in 
the  Lord’s  hands  and  with  that  there  will 
be  no  worries.” 


f  People  in  the  news  . . 


Bumper  stickers,  anyone? 

When  someone  complained  at  a 
recent  Dallas  meeting  that  a  theme 
suggested  for  American  Methodism’s 
Bicentennial  celebration  was  "too 
long  to  fit  on  a  bumper  sticker,”  there 
were  —  naturally  —  plenty  of 
wiseacre  Bicentennial  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee  members  around  to  find  some 
lighthearted  alternatives.  Suitable 
bumper  sticker  themes  might  be,  they 
suggested:  "Honk  if  you  love  John 
Wesley”;  or  "Do  you  know  where 
your  Methodist  is  tonight?”  Or  how 
about  "Have  you  hugged  a  Methodist 
today?”  Obviously  all  suggestions 
were  voted  down. 

He’s  “bearly”  arrived 

With  a  warm,  cuddly  welcome  from 
a  young  friend,  the  newest  addition  to 
the  St.  Clairsville  (Ohio)  District 
made  his  appearance  recently.  He’s 
St.  Clair  the  Bear,  brought  on  board 
to  help  district  churches  promote 
everything  from  mission  to  worship, 
children’s  ministries  to  stewardship. 
Already  several  congregations  have 
found  St.  Clair  "well-suited”  to 


inform  them  about  their  local 
missions  projects.  Confidentially.  St. 
Clair  is  a  bear-suit  available  to  any 
pastor  or  layperson  who  wants  to 


"bear  up”  under  this  popular  new 
communications  device  for  a  good 
church  cause. 

Prayers,  funds  go  with  Trudi 

When  United  Methodist  ministerial  ■" 
candidate  Trudi  Elmore  goes  to 
Paris,  France,  soon  for  rare  brain 
surgery,  she  will  go  with  both  the 
prayers  and  the  financial  backing  of 
First  St.  John’s  UMC  in  San 
Francisco.  Actually  a  member  of  the 
UMC  in  Winnemucca,  Nev.,  Ms. 
Elmore  has  been  working  with  the 
San  Francisco  congregation  for  the 
past  18  months  while  completing  her 
studies  at  San  Francisco  State 
University.  She  has  "given  of  her  time 
and  energy  in  so  many  ways,”  says 
First  church’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Stewart.  Now,  after  two  unsuccessful 
operations  to  remove  a  tumor 
attached  to  the  main  artery  which 
feeds  her  brain,  Ms.  Elmore  will  have 
surgery  by  a  Parisian  doctor  who  has 
successfully  performed  a  similar 
operation.  A  fund  established  at  First 
St.  John’s  church  will  help  allay  "the 
tremendous  financial  burden,"  the 
pastor  hopes. 


It  was  this  faith  that  led  Mr.  Waldrep  to 
Leningrad,  where  he  is  one  of  only  three 
Americans  ever  treated  in  the  Russian 
city  for  spinal  cord  injuries.  He  spent  two 
months  taking  treatments  consisting  of 
physical  therapy,  enzymes  and 
hypobaric  oxygen  chamber  used  by 
Russian  cosmonauts. 

As  a  result,  strength  in  his  upper  body 
and  sensory  feelings  below  his  chest  have 
improved.  He  will  return  to  Russia  in  the 
summer  of  1980  for  more  treatments. 

While  Soviet  doctors  gave  no  promise 
of  his  being  able  to  walk  at  a  certain  date 
in  the  future,  they  did  give  him  a  chance 
of  walking  once  more. 

Mr.  Waldrep  said  it  is  ironic  that  a 
country  so  far  behind  the  U.S.  in  medical 
technology  would  offer  hope  for  spinal 
cord  injury  victims  when  the  technology 
available  here  in  the  U.S.  would  give  the 
same  thing  to  so  many.  Since  his  return, 
he  has  dedicated  his  energies  to 
beginning  a  foundation  to  help  with 
research  on  spinal  cord  injuries. 

He  said  that  the  U.S.  government 
spends  for  research  only  $33  per 
American  plagued  by  such  injuries,  and 
suggested  that  the  audience  write  their 
congressperson  and  ask  for  more  help  for 
these  300,000  people  and  the  additional 
15,000  who  suffer  these  injuries  each 
year. 

In  addition  to  duties  as  assistant  sports 
information  director  at  TCU,  Mr. 
Waldrep  is  writing  a  book  about  his  one 
and  one-half  years  of  home 
rehabilitation. 


benefit  the  whole  church  will  not  benefit 
the  clergy.” 

Other  points  made  in  his  address  to  the 
approximately  85  urban  workers 
gathered  here  for  a  three-day  meeting  of 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Urban 
Workers  Network,  included  the 
following: 

•  Dr.  Jones  urged  urban  workers  to 
"ask  the  loaded  question"  to  both  the 
leadership  of  the  cities  where  they  serve 
and  the  leaders  of  the  church.  "People  in 
power  often  cannot  imagine  a  future 
different  than  the  past.  When  they  don’t 
know  what  to  do,  they  do  what  they  know 
how  to  do,  even  when  it  isn’t  what  they 
need  to  do.”  He  said  urban  workers  need 
to  ask  questions  in  a  way  that  keeps  those 
in  power  from  evading  issues. 

•  "We  need  to  be  careful  about  our 
tendency  to  push  programs.”  He  said 
church-sponsored  programs  are  not  a 
substitute  for  “launching  people  into  the 
community  who  have  been  changed  by 
their  faith.”  Too  much  of  the  time  today 
we  emphasize  church-sponsored  social 
action  rather  than  the  action  of  persons 
influenced  by  the  church. 

UMC  agency 
funds  Africa 
news  office 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  World 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  making  a  $4,000 
grant  to  the  Zimbabwe  African  National 
Union  (ZANU)  to  help  maintain  an 
information  office  in  New  York  City.  The 
office  interprets  to  the  American  people 
the  struggle  going  on  in  Rhodesia - 
Zimbabwe  from  the  point  of  view  of 
Robert  Mugabe’s  Mozambique-based 
liberation  army. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Africa 
Regional  staff,  the  World  Division’s 
Coordinating  Group  approved  the  grant 
on  Jan.  30. 

The  funds  will  come  from  the  Southern 
Africa  Political  Refugees  account,  one 
purpose  of  which  is  to  aid  organizations 
dealing  with  the  problems  of  refugees  in 
and  from  southern  Africa. 

Dr.  Isaac  Bivens,  coordinator  of  the 
Africa  Regional  team,  said:  “It  is 
important  that  we  do  not  identify  with 
any  political  ideology.  Our  commitment 
is  to  the  total  liberation  of  the  people  in 
Zimbabwe.  We  leave  the  ideological 
struggle  to  the  people  themselves,  just  as 
we  leave  the  fighting  to  them.  They  must 
liberate  themselves. 

"Our  commitment  is  to  the  cause  of 
liberation,  which  we  feel  is  deeply  rooted 
in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,”  he  said. 

Noting  that  ZANU’s  New  York  staff  is 
available  to  churches  and  other  groups  to 
share  its  viewpoint,  Dr.  Bivens  said,  "We 
think  there  is  a  need  to  hear  from  all 
sides  what  is  going  on  in  Zimbabwe.” 

ZANU  together  with  Joshua  Nkomo’s 
Zimbabwe  African  People's  Union 
(ZAPU)  comprises  the  Patriotic  Front, 
which  opposes  the  "internal  settlement" 
signed  last  year  by  Rhodesian  Prime 
Minister  Ian  Smith  and  three  black 
leaders:  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa,  who  heads  the  United  African 
National  Council;  Ndabaningi  Sithole 
and  Jeremiah  Chirau. 


WHO  CAKES? 

YOU  CARE! 

Help  prevent  the  quiet  disesters. 
Give  on  February  1 1,  1979. 

Help  our  United  Methodist 
response  to  the  suffering  and  hurt 
caused  by  out  complex  society. 

You/  gifts  support: 

♦  United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Services 

♦  In-Service  Training  for  Ethnic 
Minorities 

f  Community  Developers 
X  Police-Community  Relations 
X  Programs 


human 

relations 

IJjJIJday 


Order  Human  Relations  Day 
matetials  today  from. 
United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  St. 
Evanston.  II  60201 


GRADUATE  PROGRAM 
IN 

CHURCH  MUSIC 

•  New  and  dynamic 
career  opportunities 

•  Study  in  a  rich  cultural 
and  academic  setting 

•  Creative  and  practical 
Master  of  Arts  degree  in 
Church  Music  Education 

•  Immediate  job  opportunities 
available  for  qualified 
professionals  nationwide 

For  more  information  write 

Dr  David  Stuart  Blackburn 
Chairperson 

SCARRITT  COLLEGE 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 
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Relief  agency  exec 
tells  where  $'$$  go 


FEBRUARY  9.  1979 


EDITORS  NOTE:  Church  World 
Service  (CWS)  has  a  long  history  of 
meeting  emergency  disaster  and  refugee 
resettlement  needs  as  the  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  United 
Methodists  support  Church  World 
Service  through  the  local  church 
apportionment  to  the  Interdenomina¬ 
tional  Cooperation  Fund  and  as  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  joins  in  some  of  the 
ecumenical  agency’s  programs.  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  Paul  F.  McCleary,  a  UM 
minister,  describes  to  TM/UMR  what 
CWS  does  w  ith  the  contributors’  dollars. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Q:  What  does  Church  World  Service 
do? 

A:  Church  World  Service  has  three 
major  areas  of  work  as  the  relief  and 
development  arm  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches:  (1)  emergencies  and 
disaster  response  both  domestic  and 
international,  (2)  development  in  the 
Third  World  —  primarily  in  food 
production  and  family  planning,  and  (3) 
immigration  and  refugee  resettlement. 

Q:  Does  Church  World  Service  work 
everywhere  in  the  world  or  do  human 
rights  conditions  influence  your  deci¬ 
sions? 

A:  Church  World  Service  has  resisted 
pressures  to  use  political  criteria  about 
where  work  is  to  be  carried  out.  CWS 
responds  to  a  disaster  anywhere  in  the 
world  —  if  it  is  requested  and  needed  — 
without  reservation.  In  long  term 
programs,  we  make  critical  judgments 
where  to  work.  The  object  of  emergency 
aid  is  to  save  life;  the  object  of 
development  is  to  improve  the  quality  of 
life.  Quality  is  not  necessarily  measured 
in  abundance  but  in  the  extent  of 
participation  persons  have  in  gaining  a 
better  life. 

Q :  Are  there  times  you  have  chosen  not 
to  serve? 

A:  Yes,  and  sometimes  CWS  responds 
in  a  different  pattern  than  was  first 
requested.  For  example,  last  summer 
the  Sahel  was  in  another  drought  and  the. 
U.  N.  asked  for  emergency  food  aid 
which  was  available  through  the  U.S. 
Public  Law  480  program.  CWS  was  one  of 
few  agencies  that  said  they  didn’t  want  in. 
It  would  have  meant  redirecting  our 
energies  from  a  wide-ranging 
development  program  in  the  Sahel  — 
livestodc  improvement,  well  digging, 
gardening,  insect  control  —  to  food 
distribution. 

Another  case  was  that  of  the  Comoro 
Islands  (off  East  Africa)  which  were 
suddenly  given  independence  by  France 
with  one  month’s  notice  in  1976.  The  U.  N. 
declared  an  emergency,  but  after  careful 
study,  CWS  determined  that  their 
problems  would  not  be  solved  by  an 
emergency  response.  Instead  a  team  was 
sent  to  survey  the  needs  and  CWS 
entered  a  three-year  development 
contract  with  the  government  to  help 
resolve  problems  that  were  a  direct 
result  of  colonialism. 

Q:  What  is  the  relation  of  Church 
World  Service  to  autonomous  churches  in 
other  nations? 

A:  We  can’t  relate  to  all  in  need 
directly.  What  we  can  do  is  see  to  it  that 
colleague  agencies  —  preferably  church- 
related  but  not  always  —  in  every 
country  do  respond.  Our  primary 
interest  is  to  help  indigenous  institutions 
make  their  own  decisions  about  what 
needs  to  be  done  relative  to  the  Christian 
faith  in  their  culture. 

Q:  What  sort  of  agencies  do  you  work 
with? 

A:  We  work  with  organizations  that  are 
creations  of  the  evangelical,  Protestant 
communities  in  nations.  None  are 
exactly  alike;  some  emphasize 
emergency  relief,  others  development. 
We  can  assist  by  providing  technicians, 
advisors  and  money  to  colleague 
agencies,  but  they  make  the  decisions 
and  do  the  work  in  their  cultural  context. 

Q:  If  emergency  and  development 
work  is  done  primarily  through  colleague 


HAWAII  LOA  COLLEGE 


Small,  four-year,  liberal  arts 
college  in  multi-cultural  setting 

Independent,  ecumenical,  and 
non-sectarian 

Special  Programs:  Ocean  Studies, 
Asian  Studies,  Pre-law,  Pre- 
medicine,  Pre-theology,  Busi¬ 
ness 

Fully  Accredited 

Campus  housing  &  Financial  Aid 
available 


Call  (808)  235-3641  or  write: 

HAWAII  LOA  COLLEGE 
Office  of  Admissions 
45-045  Kamehameha  Hwy. 
Kaneohe.  Oahu.  HI  96744 


agencies,  how  much  one-on-one  work 
does  Church  World  Service  do? 

A:  All  refugee  resettlement  is  direct 
service,  and  there  are  places  in  the  world 
where  the  Christian  community  is  simply 
too  small  to  organize  and  provide  relief. 

In  those  places  —  Niger,  Madagascar 
and  Haiti  —  we  have  Church  World 
Service  centers. 

Q:  What  is  the  size  of  CWS’s  annual 
budget?  And  where  does  it  come  from? 

A :  The  budget  is  between  $30  and  $35 
million  annually.  One-third  of  it  comes 
from  member  denominations  based  on 
the  gifts  they  receive  from  their 
members  or  for  specific  projects  they 
choose  to  support.  Another  third  comes 
from  CROP  (an  organization  working  to 
eradicate  world  hunger)  through  its 
community  appeals,  hunger  hikes,  jog-a- 
thons  and  other  projects.  About  22-25 
percent  comes  •  from  the  U.  S. 
government  and  the  balance  from 
corporations,  foundations  and  other 
private  gifts. 

Q:  What  does  the  government  piece  of 
the  budget  pay? 

A:  The  largest  amount  pay-  for 
refugee  resettlement  —  more  than  $3 
million.  Another  $3  million  comes 
through  Public  Law-480,  the  food  aid 
program.  And,  between  $2-2.5  million  is 
designated  for  ocean  freight  and 
shipping  of  medical  supplies,  hospital 
equipment,  family  planning  assistance 
and  agricultural  equipment. 

Q:  How  does  Church  World  Service  use 
PL  480? 

A :  CWS  is  only  involved  in  PL  480  if  a 
colleague  agency  requests  it.  Only  four 
countries  are  in  the  program  right  now: 
India,  Haiti,  Indonesia  and  the 
Dominican  Republic.  We  request  the 
commodity ;  they  handle  distribution  and 
carry  out  the  program.  A  CWS  staff 
person  is  present  to  handle 
accountability.  The  program  provides 
food  assistance  for  food-for-work 
programs,  child  care  centers  and 
institutional  feeding  programs. 

Q:  Do  you  think  that  law  needs 
revision? 

A:  Yes.  PL  480  legislation  was  written 
on  the  basis  of  a  U.  S.  food  surplus 
situation  that  has  changed  radically.  The 
law  is  outworn  and  it  would  be  better  to 
do  away  with  it  entirely  and  come  up 
with  a  new  food  and  distribution  policy 
based  on  both  the  domestic  and 
international  setting. 

It  would  also  be  beneficial  for  the  U.  S. 
to  separate  its  interest  in  development 
from  the  state  department.  But  I  don’t 
think  Congress  will  buy  that  because  the 
Congress  sees  food  as  a  tool  or  a  weapon 
of  foreign  policy.  When  national  security 
defines  what  is  done  in  development,  it 
places  U.  S.  need  first  and  international 
need  below  that.  Our  country  ought  to 
have  a  commitment  to  the  international 
community  on  a  par  with  the  one  to 
ourselves. 

Church  World  Service  tries  not  to  do 
development  from  a  U.  S.  perspective 
but  from  a  global  perspective  with  the 
U.S.  as  a  part  of  that  globe. 

Q:  Church  relief  agencies  have  been 
charged  by  a  leading  immigration 
official  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
with  neglect  of  non-resident  aliens 
because  the  agencies  are  not  paid  to  help 
aliens.  Is  that  true? 

A:  It  is  a  fact  that  agencies  receive 
funds  to  resettle  refugees  and  none  to 
assist  non-resident  aliens.  Church  World 
Service,  however,  has  not  become 
involved  because  the  denominations  in 
the  U.  S.  say  that  is  their  responsibility. 
The  CWS  mandate  is  primarily  to 
function  outside  the  continental  U.  S. 

Protestant  churches  may  never  have 
geared  up  to  deal  with  Latin  immigrants 
because  those  immigrants  are  not 
Protestants  nor  likely  to  be.  Also,  there 
has  been  a  lack  of  awareness  but  I 
believe  that  is  changing. 

Church  World  Service,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  involved  with  Haitian  refugees 
because  we  believe  they  are  “political” 
refugees  as  opposed  to  the  Mexicans  who 
come  primarily  for  economic  reasons. 


Church’s  deaf  want  curriculum 

UM  organization  continues  plea  for  funding  of  materials 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

JACKSONVILLE,  Ill.  —  Wanted: 
United  Methodist  church  school 
curriculum  for  children  who  are  deaf  or 
who  have  impaired  hearing. 

That  plea,  while  it  isn’t  new,  is  getting 
more  insistent,  due  primarily  to  a  small 
band  of  United  Methodists  who  have 
formed  a  UM  Congress  with  the  Deaf. 
But  unless  someone  comes  up  with  the 
funds,  its  chances  of  being  answered  any 
time  soon  are  as  slim  as  they  were  two 
years  ago,  some  general  church  officials 
warn. 

Appealing  last  month  to  deaf  congress 
members  to  step  up  a  letter-writing 
campaign  for  funds  was  Vae  Rose  Fultz 


here,  an  active  member  of  the  75- 
member  organization  created  in  1977  to 
support  deaf  ministries  in  the  UMC.  Ms 
Fultz,  who  said  she  was  writing  to 
congress  members  as  their  curriculum 
chairperson  “and  also  as  a  very  weary 
Sunday  School  teacher,"  deplored  “a 
complete  lack  of  Sunday  School 
materials”  for  children  with  hearing 
impairments. 

There  is,  she  said,  a  great  need  for 
extensive  visual  aids  for  deaf  persons 
along  with  materials  with  controlled 
vocabulary  and  sentence  structure. 
Teachers  of  the  deaf  currently  must 
laboriously  adapt  materials  for  use  with 
their  students  —  “and  most  lay  people  do 
not  have  the  knowledge  or  time  to  make 


‘Motorcycle  Mac’  finds  fellowship  on  the  road 
RYE,  N.Y.  —  “Motorcycle  Mac,”  they  call  the  Rev.  Bob  McDonald,  pictured 
here,  as  he  zooms  up  to  Dix  Hill  UMC  or  a  parishioner’s  house  past  gaping  joggers 
and  early-morning  commuters  to  start  his  day.  As  an  economy  measure  and  adult 
toy,  the  machine  has  no  peer,  Mr.  McDonald  claims.  In  obvious  agreement,  the 
Dix  Hill  youth  group  gave  their  pastor  a  Yamaha  T-shirt  for  Christmas,  complete 
with  the  inscription  “Motorcycle  Mac."  An  added  plus  for  his  mode  of  travel,  he 
says,  is  the  discovery  of  a  new  fellowship  on  the  road:  the  chance  to  break  down 
stereotypes  and  form  new  relationships.  He  draws  the  line  only  at  making  the  sign 
of  the  fist,  the  traditional  greeting  among  cyclists.  “Instead,  I  wave,”  he  says, 
“because  the  fist  is  just  not  me.”  Mr.  McDonald  has  been  wheeling  around  the 
community  well  over  a  year  now  and  finds  his  mode  of  travel  a  good  way  to  go. 

^ _  NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE  UMR  PHOTO  j 

‘Good  News’  to  explore 
TV,  ethnic  ministries 


TAMPA,  Fla.  (RNS)  -  “Good  News,” 
the  unofficial  evangelical  caucus  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  decided  to 
focus  on  mass  media  ministry  and  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  in  its  program¬ 
ming. 

These  were  among  the  decisions  made 
by  its  directors  at  their  13th  annual 
meeting  here. 

As  part  of  a  record  budget  of  $452,183, 
the  directors  alloted  $5,000  for  an 
exploration  of  possible  television 
ministries  and  appointed  a  media 
committee  to  pursue  this.  The  Rev. 
Charles  Keysor,  executive  secreatry  of 
“Good  News,”  told  Religious  News 
Service  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  use  of  the  media  thus  far  has 
been  largely  in  a  “secular”  way,  and 
commented  that  it  is  a  “misuse  of 
money,  personnel  and  energy  for  the 
church  to  simply  duplicate  secular 
programming  without  the  distinctive  of 
the  Gospel  message.” 

In  voting  a  special  emphasis  on  ethnic 
minority  ministries,  the  “Good  News” 
board  agreed  to  “affirm  biblical 
Christianity  in  ethnic  minority  churches 
and  our  general  theological  compati¬ 
bility  with  them,”  dialogue  with  ethnic 
minority  leadership  on  “biblically  based 
justice"  and  liberation  theology,  and 
support  the  recruitment  and  training 
of  ethnic  minority  pastors,  evangelists 
and  other  Christian  leaders. 

A  report  from  the  caucus’  seminary 
task  force  disclosed  that  a  proposal  to 
establish  evangelical  “seminary 
houses”  near  each  United  Methodist 
seminary  to  serve  as  “adjunct  centers  of 
teaching  and  discipling”  has  met  with 


UMCOR  grants  of  $1.5  million 
slated  to  aid  43  countries 

Special  grants  were  spent  in  1978  showed  56.2  percent 


HOUSTON  (UMC) 
totaling  nearly  $1.5  million  were  voted  by 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  at  its  midwinter 
meeting  here  last  month.  The  grants  will 
aid  projects  and  programs  in  43  countries 
in  Africa,  Asia  and  the  Pacific,  Central 
and  Latin  America  and  the  Middle  East. 

A  quick  analysis  of  how  UMCOR  funds 


Classified 


HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  group  foster  home 
Tyler-Longview  area  Salary  plus  good  fringe 
benefits.  Rusk  County  Child  Development 
Association.  Box  1026.  Henderson.  Tex  75652 


DIRECTOR  OF  EVANGELISM  and  Promotion  in 
downtown  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Decatur.  Ill.  Interested  in  diaconal  or  ordained 
person  Will  send  job  description  on  request  Write 
Dr  W  Harold  Lovd.  201  W  North  St..  Decatur.  Ill 
62522   


DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Growing 
evangelical  United  Methodist  Church  seeks  qualified 
and  experienced  person  to  head  up  full-time  church's 
educational  ministry  Master's  Degree  preferred 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  St  Philip's  UMC. 
3717  Broadway.  Garland.  Tex.  75043  (  214 » 271-9565 


For  Christians  with  Blbli<--.  and  Archaeological*  interests 
APR...  17  to  MAY  3.  1979 

#  A  WORTHY  TOUR!  ^ 

Visit  Damascus.  Eblo*.  Ugarit*.  Aleppo  in  Syria  Tarsus 
Derby  Lystria  ond  Iccnium  in  Turkey;  Cairo. 
Karnak  Luxor*  Aswan.  Abu  Simble*  Alexandria. 
Rosetta.  The  possible  route  of  the  Exodus  to 
Ismailia  in  Egypt 

Further  Information  write:  Dr.  Jerry  D.  Worthom, 

13)0  Race  St.,  Cincinnati.  Ohio  45210 

In  cooperation  with  World  Wide  Trovel  AAA  ond  SwItsAir 


went  to  renewal  (development) 
programs;  27.9  percent  to  rehabilitation  ; 
9.12  percent  to  aid  refugees  and  5.78 
percent  to  emergency  relief,  according 
to  Doreen  Tilghman,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  administration. 

A  second  major  item  of  business  for  the 
committee  was  the  refugee  situation. 

The  Carter  Administration’s  decision 
to  admit  50,000  additional  Indochinese 
refugees  by  April  means  that  Church 
World  Service  will  have  to  find  homes  for 
7,000  people,  Lilia  Fernandez,  UMCOR’s 
secretary  for  refugees,  reported. 
UMCOR  has  pledged  to  take  20  percent  of 
the  total,  which  comes  to  1,400  persons  or 
280  families,  she  said. 

“We  need  56  churches  per  month  for 
the  next  five  months  if  we  are  to  carry 
our  share  of  the  load,”  Ms.  Fernandez 
told  the  committee.  Last  November  the 
average  was  only  26  churches  per  month. 

Churches  serving  as  sponsors  are 
asked  to  provide  a  job  for  at  least  one 
family  member  plus  housing,  furnishings 
and  clothing.  UMCOR  and  CWS  will 
assist  with  emergency  medical  expenses 
if  necessary,  she  said. 

Unlike  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
which  accepts  responsibility  for  a  group 
of  refugees  and  then  finds  homes  for 
them  upon  arrival,  the  Protestant 
agencies  must  have  a  specific  promise  of 
sponsorship  for  each  family  before  it 
starts  the  wheels  in  motion.  The  waiting 
period  is  usually  about  two  months  from 
the  time  the  church  agrees  to  become  a 
sponsor 


interest  from  four  denominational 
seminaries.  Two  seminary  presidents 
have  invited  “Good  News”  representa¬ 
tives  to  discuss  the  proposal.  Dr.  Keysor 
declined  to  identify  the  four  seminaries, 
explaining  that  “this  is  a  very  delicate 
kind  of  negotiation”  which  is  likely  to 
involve  “a  rather  long  period”  of  dis¬ 
cussions. 

’The  Evangelical  Missions  Task  Force 
announced  that  the  World  Division  of  the 
UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
reversed  its  position  and  agreed  to 
provide  a  list  of  missionaries  to  the 
group.  The  Rev.  Virgil  Maybray,  who 
heads  the  task  force,  said,  “Praise  God, 
we  are  now  receiving  the  list  regularly.” 

Survey  sheds 
light  on  drop 
in  attendance 

By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Disturbed  by  a 
drop  in  church  school  attendance, 
leaders  at  Aurora  United  Methodist 
Church  here  were  determined  to  find  out 
why. 

They  conducted  an  extensive  telephone 
survey  of  the  membership  last  month 
and  discovered  that  they  are  doing  well 
with  children  but  not  so  well  with  youth. 

As  a  service  project,  26  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  did  the 
telephone  calling,  reaching  90  percent  of 
the  families  in  the  church.  They  asked 
seven  questions,  including:  “Do  you 
have  children  at  home?  Do  they  attend 
church  school?  Are  your  children’s  needs 
being  met  by  the  educational  program?  ’’ 

In  the  children’s  division,  preschool 
through  sixth  grade,  they  discovered  88 
percent  of  the  children  have  attended 
and  are  enrolled.  Leaders  concluded  the 
dip  in  attendance  is  due  to  changes  in  the 
church  population  —  there  are  fewer 
children  in  the  church  than  in  previous 
years.  Marilyn  Swanson,  children’s 
director  at  Aurora  told  TM/UMR,  “We 
found,  in  fact,  that  there  are  only  seven 
three-year-olds  in  a  church  of  about  1,450 
members." 

In  the  youth  division,  the  survey 
revealed  that  the  program  is  more  to 
blame  than  population  decline.  Because 
of  the  “baby  boom”  of  the  early  60s,  Mrs. 
Swanson  said  almost  as  many  youth  as 
children  are  in  the  church,  but  only  82  of 
143  youth  are  enrolled  in  church  school. 
She  added  that  the  church  has  no  paid 
youth  director. 

The  survey  helped  church  leaders  see 
what  they  must  do  to  increase  the  church 
school  attendance,  said  Mrs.  Swanson. 
“We  will  go  outside  of  the  church  to  get 
children,  but  concentrate  on  the  youth 
already  here.” 

Surveyors  got  some  suggestions  for 
improvement  in  the  church  school 
program  from  respondents:  hire  a  youth 
director,  institute  a  class  for  the 
handicapped  and  start  a  college-age 
class. 

Through  the  survey,  17  potential 
church  school  teachers  were  also 
identified.  Mrs.  Swanson  said 

The  survey  was  part  of  the  church’s 
recent  emphasis  on  the  church  school.  An 
old-fashioned  rally  for  the  whole  church 
will  be  held  soon  to  recruit  new  church 
school  members  and  reinterest 
delinquent  ones. 


the  extensive  visual  materials  needed. 
We  need  and  want  a  published  UM 
curriculum.” 

Expressing  hope  that  the  UM  Task 
Force  on  the  Handicapped  might  be 
enlisted  in  the  effort,  she  also  urged  the 
congress  to:  (1)  ask  the  1980  General 
Conference  to  authorize  publication  of 
materials;  (2)  appeal  for  funds  from  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM)  or  (3)  find  a  way  to  fi¬ 
nance  the  project  itself. 

‘No  way  right  now’ 

Those  alternatives  surfaced,  she  noted, 
after  correspondence  with  the  Rev.  Ewart 
Watts,  editor  of  Church  School  Publica¬ 
tions,  who  indicated  there  is  no  way  the 
UM  Publishing  House  can  presently  pro¬ 
duce  curriculum  for  the  deaf.  By  church 
law  the  Publishing  House  must  be  self- 
supporting  through  the  sale  of  resources. 
Dr.  Watts  noted. 

He  told  TM/UMR  last  week  he  wished 
he  could  say  to  the  deaf  and  other  special 
groups  with  special  curriculum  needs, 
“Here’s  a  way  we  can  help  you,”  but 
“Right  now,  we  can’t.”  He  said 
Publishing  House  staffpersons  continue 
to  work  with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  to  prepare  materials  for  the 

200th 

birthday 

planned 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Planning  the  ingredients 
and  choosing  the  flavors  to  be  served  up 
for  United  Methodism’s  200th  birthday 
party  in  1984  began  in  earnest  here  last 
week  as  the  30-member  Bicentennial 
Planning  Committee  settled  on  a  theme 
and  objectives  for  the  celebration. 

“Claiming  the  past,  celebrating  the 
present,  challenging  the  future”  is  the 
theme  that  sums  up  what  committee 
members  hope  will  be  accomplished 
through  the  event.  But  all  agreed  a  short, 
catchy  slogan  will  still  be  needed.  Bishop 
McFerrin  Stowe  of  the  Dallas/Ft.  Worth 
Area  said  “It’s  okay  as  a  theme,  but  we 
need  a  slogan.  The  three  c’s  sound  a  little 
too  much  like  a  three  point  sermon.” 

As  objectives  for  the  event,  members 
approved  this  statement:  “To  claim  the 
past  with  its  joy  and  sorrow;  To 
celebrate  the  present  with  its  hope  and 
uncertainty ;  and,  To  challenge  the  future 
with  its  risk  and  promise.” 

Called  "baselines"  for  future  planning, 
the  committee  also  endorsed  two 
concepts  proposed  in  the  1976  Episcopal 
Address  to  General  Conference.  They 
endorsed  “the  call  for  responsible  church 
growth  and  parish  development  (as  part 
of  the  celebration)  and  the  creation  of  a 
special  Bicentennial  Fund  to  support  that 
growth.”  These  concepts  are  to  be 
coordinated  with  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  missional  proposals  for  1980- 
84. 

Further,  they  agreed,  this  historic 
occasion  should  be  a  time  for  United 
Methodists  to  renew  their  experience  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  for  each  to  bring  his  or 
her  life  in  conformity  with  the  Gospel 
as  it  is  expressed  in  the  Wesley  Cove¬ 
nant  service. 


deaf  He  maintains  interdenominational 
efforts  are  the  best  way  to  provide 
resources  for  the  handicapped. 

Chances  of  the  deaf  congress  funding 
its  own  resources  are  extremely  remote, 
several  persons  told  TM/UMR.  The 
congress  has  no  budget  Its  annual 
meetings  have  been  financed  by  a  1977 
Women’s  Division  grant  of  $5,000  —  an 
amount  which  is  “just  about  gone,”  ; 
admits  Marjorie  Lutz.  BGM  National  ; 
Division  staffperson  related  to  deaf  ; 
ministries.  The  only  other  funds 
available  are  those  of  an  Advance 
Special  designated  for  deaf  ministries  — 
set  at  approximately  $40,000  for  the  1976- 
80  quadrennium,  but  coming  in  at  only 
about  6.4  percent,  or  some  $2,500,  Ms. 
Lutz  said.  Unless  the  Women’s  Division 
were  to  provide  another  grant,  funds  for 
a  curriculum  project  would  be  hard  to 
come  by,  she  added. 

Meanwhile,  the  Rev  LeRoy  Schauer, 
chaplain  at  Gallaudet  School  for  the  Deaf 
in  Washington,  D.C.  and  active 
participant  in  the  deaf  congress,  backs 
Ms.  Fultz’  plea  wholeheartedly  There  is 
a  tremendous  need  for  curriculum,  he 
says,  not  only  for  children  but  also  for 
adults  who  are  hearing-impaired. 

Furthermore,  he  says,  “We  don’t  need 
fancy  books.  I’d  just  like  to  see  two 
people  —  an  expert  in  deaf  education  and 
a  skilled  curriculum  writer  —  sit  down 
together  and  write  a  program.  We  could 
even  mimeograph  it  and  use  it  to  meet 
our  needs.” 

Deposed  female 
cleric  seeks 
agency  funds 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

EVANSTON.  Ill.  -  The  first  United 
Methodist  clergywoman  to  be  tried  and 
deposed  from  the  ordained  ministry  has 
applied  to  the  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  for  an  appropriation 
from  the  agency’s  budget  to  pay  her 
salary,  housing  allowance  and  medical 
payments  until  she  is  restored  to  the 
ministry. 

The  Rev.  Lorene  Iwakiri,  Pewaukee, 
Wis.,  was  deposed  from  the  ministry  with 
the  removal  of  credentials  at  a  Nov.  13 
trial  by  the  Wisconsin  conference.  She 
was  found  guilty  of  “disobedience  to  the 
order  and  discipline  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church”  and  of  “unministerial 
conduct  or  maladministration  of  office." 

Mrs.  Iwakiri  said  in  a  Jan.  8  letter  to 
the  general  church  commission  that  the 
purpose  of  the  agency’s  $200,000  budget  is 
to  fight  sex  discrimination  in  the  UMC 
and  that  she  is  the  “victim  of  the  most 
cruel  sex  discrimination.”  She  said  she 
was  entitled  to  some  of  this  money  to 
“alleviate  the  inhuman’^unishment  and 
suffering .  .  .  unjustly  imposed”  on  her. 

Commission  executive  Trudi  Kibbe 
Preciphs  replied  in  a  letter  to  Mrs. 
Iwakiri  on  Jan.  23  that  she  was 
“appalled”  by  the  direction  of  her  anger 
at  the  commission.  Ms.  Preciphs  said  the 
commission  believed  her  case  was 
satisfactorily  concluded  in  1973  when  the 
clergywoman  was  appointed  to 
Pewaukee,  a  metropolitan  area  where 
her  husband  could  seek  employment  for 
his  skills. 

Ms.  Preciphs  said  that  in  order  for  the 
commission  to  consider  taking  up  her 
case  again,  Mrs.  Iwakiri  would  have  to 
file  a  formal  complaint. 


11-DAY  “FLY  DRIVE”  TOURS 
OF  ENGLISH  METHODISM 

AVAILABLE  ONLY  TO 
MEMBERS  OF  DENOMINATIONS 
IN  THE  WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL 

Wesleyan 
Heritage 
Pilgrimages 

SS75.00 

ITU  ITRSO.Y 
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In  November,  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London  reopened  following  a 
massive  3-year  restoration  project  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  In  cooperation  with  the  World  Methodist  Council 
staff  in  England,  Kerr  Associates  is  providing  services  during 
six  months  of  1979  for  a  new  concept  in  Wesleyan  Heritage 
Pilgrimages.  Instead  of  traditional  bus  tours,  travelers  will  be 
provided  with  "unlimited  mileage"  rental  cars,  housing  in 
highest  quality  British  “bed  and  breakfast"  houses,  and  ex¬ 
tensive  personalized  Handbook  and  Map  Packets. 

This  special  package  is  available  only  to  members  of  denomi¬ 
nations  in  the  World  Methodist  Council  and  in  strictly  limited 
numbers.  It  has  been  designed  for  maximum  freedom  and 
economy  coupled  with  substantial  opportunity  for  fellowship, 
inspiration,  and  learning.  Plus,  l-for-7  tour  host  plans  are 
available  to  groups  traveling  from  the  same  church. 

Visit  and  even  stay  over  at  the  Old  Rectory  at  Epworth,  the 
New  Room  at  Bristol,  Wesley's  Chapel  in  London  plus  hundreds 
of  Wesleyan  heritage  and  regular  tourist  sites  throughout 
England. 

In  addition,  we  have  prereserved  more  than  1000  hard-to-find, 
low-priced  APEX  seats  on  several  major  airlines.  Write  Kerr 
Associates,  325  Hill  Avenue,  Nashville,  TN  37210. 

Or  call  TOLL  FREE  1-800-251-8542  today 
for  complete  details. 
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Resource  Center 


Offers  New  Films 


By  GINNY  RICHARDSON 
Conference  Resource  Librarian 
Three,  long-awaited  16  mm  motion 
pictures  have  arrived  at  the  Conference 
Resource  Center. 

One  is  “Hope  For  Life.”  This  36- 
minute,  color,  motion  picture  was 
produced  for  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing.  It  is  timely  and  focuses  on  both 
the  many  ministries  of  service  and 
mission  in  the  Middle  East  and  the  life 
and  work  of  churches  in  this  part  of  the 
world  where  Christianity  had  its 
beginnings.  It  is,  however,  a  resource 
that  can  be  used  at  anytime  to  interpret 
Christian  mission  and  service  in  the 
Middle  East. 

It  was  produced  by  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  and  filmed  in 
Palestine.  Lebanon  and  Egypt  in  April 
and  May,  1978.  Don  Moyer,  executive 
producer  of  the  film  said:  “We  didn't  go 
to  the  Middle  East  as  tourists.  We  went 
as  a  Christian  film  crew  with  the  task  of 
capturing  on  film  and  tape  the  fact  that 
Christianity  is  very  much  alive  in  this 
part  of  the  world  where  it  first  began.  ” 
Also  available  now  from  the  Resource 
Library  is  the  new  film  “One  Who 
Was  There”  starring  Maureen 
O’Sullivan  in  the  role  of  Mary 
Magdalene.  This  36-minute  color  film  is  a 


valuable  Easter  resource. 

In  64  AD,  Mary  journeys  from 
Jerusalem  to  Galilee  searching  for 
meaning  in  her  life.  The  people  and 
situations  she  encounters  recall  the 
dramatic  events  of  her  past:  the 
Passion,  her  healing,  and  Pentecost.  As 
she  witnesses  her  beliefs  to  others  she 
grows  stronger,  and  finally,  reliving  the 
powerful  moment  of  the  resurrection, 
she  experiences  a  dramatic  renewal  and 
affirmation  of  her  life  and  faith. 

The  third  film  received  recently  is  the 
new  John  Wesley  Film  which  can 
help  American  Methodism  grasp  the  rich 
heritage  of  Wesley’s  England  and 
rekindle  the  spirit  of  one  of  the  most 
important  and  least  known  men  of  the 
18th  century. 

This  film’s  making  was  inspired  by  the 
reopening  of  the  Wesley’s  Chapel  in 
London.  It  is  30  minutes  long. 

If  you  would  like  to  use  the  above 
mentioned  films,  you  need  to  reserve 
ahead  of  time! !  These  films  have 
already  had  bookings  so  write  or  call 
now! 

Ginny  D.  Richardson . 

Resource  Librarian 

P.O.  Box  4325, 

Shreveport,  La  71104 

(318)868-5362 


Ellerbe  Road  Church, 
Shreveport  District,  has 
created  a  novel  ap¬ 
proach  to  preparation 
for  the  current  pension 
crusade,  according  to 
Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Sr., 
pastor.  “Dub”  Law¬ 
rence,  whose  hobby  is 
woodwork,  has  made 
wooden  plaques  for  the 
church  membership 
bearing  the  word,  ICE, 
which  stands  for,  ‘‘I 
Care  Enough.”  Dr.  Lueg 
is  shown  in  the  photo 
holding  one  of  the  ICE 
plaques.  Mr.  W.  C. 
Compton  is  chairman  of 
the  crusade  committee 
in  the  Ellerbe  Road 
Church. 


Conflict  in  Lebanon  has  left  a  great  number  of  children,  like 
this  youngster,  fatherless.  This  child  and  his  mother  live  with 
relatives  in  a  refugee  camp  south  of  Beirut.  This  photo  was  made 
on  location  during  the  filming  of  “One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing. ” 


Maureen  O’Sullivan  plays  the  lead  role  in  the  new  Easter  film 
“One  Who  Was  There”  which  was  filmed  in  Israel,  New  Mexico 
and  Tennessee.  She  has  starred  in  more  than  80  films  since  she 
went  to  Hollywood  at  the  age  of  17. 


Our  Readers  Respond 

Against  Women ’s  Division  9s  Stands 


In  recent  action,  the  United  Methodist 
Women  of  First  UMC  in  Winnsboro  voted 
to  withhold  their  pledges  for 
undesignated  funds  in  favor  of 
supporting  local  Louisiana  missions. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Women’s  Division,  the 
Winnsboro  women  stated  their  decision 
“was  precipitated  by  the  involvement  of 
the  Women’s  Division  in  issues  which 
they  in  no  way  endorse." 

They  cited  as  examples  the  boycotting 
of  the  Nestle  Co.,  J.  P.  Stevens  Co.,  all 
states  not  having  ratified  the  ERA 
Amendment,  as  well  as  the  Division’s 
support  of  pro-homosexual  and  pro¬ 
abortion  legislation. 

“We  believe  the  task  of  the  Women’s 
Division,”  said  Mrs.  Marcele  Kincaid, 
president  of  the  Winnsboro  UMW,  “is  to 
aid  the  local  women’s  groups  to  function 
effectively  and  grow  spiritually,  rather 


than  to  speak  out  on  political  and 
controversial  issues  as  being 
representative  of  the  view  of  all  the 
women  of  the  church. 

“It  seems  there  are  some  within  the 
Division  who  instead  choose  to  use  their 
position  to  promote  their  individual 
philosophies  and  pet  projects.  Their 
actions  are  promoting  a  growing  split 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
are  damaging  the  church  far  more  than 


they  are  helping  the  issues  about  which 
they  are  so  vociferous 

“Until  such  time  as  the  Women’s 
Division  ceases  to  attribute  to  itself  the 
privilege  and  responsibility  of  speaking 
for  all  women  in  the  church,  ”  concluded 
the  letter,  “it  is  our  intention  to  withhold 
any  funds  which  will  assist  it  in  these 
efforts.” 

Submitted  by  UM  Women  of  First 
UMC.  Winnsboro 


Readers'’  Op  in  ions  Im  porta  n  t 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  “Our  Readers  Respond"  column  was 
created  to  give  you  space  to  air  your  thoughts,  ideas  and  opinions 
in  your  paper.  We  welcome  such  expressions  of  opinions  in  the 
form  of  letters  to  the  editor,  statements  or  short  articles.  Items 
printed  here  may  not  reflect  your  opinions  and  we  certainly 
welcome  pro  and  con  statements.  These  are  simply  readers' 
views,  not  the  paper's  statement.  We  believe  that  sharing 
readers'  viewpoints  is  an  important  use  of  this  page. 


“One  Dark  Night  Nearly  70  Years  Ago  —  ” 


One  July  in  1904,  my  Mother  and  I  left 
the  summer  heat  of  Kansas  for  a  short 
vacation  in  the  mountains  of  Colorado. 
One  of  the  unforgettable  events  of  the 
vacation  was  a  trip  on  a  special 
excursion  train  ride  high  up  in  the  Rocky 
mountains  to  the  proposed  Moffat  Tunnel 
site.  The  trip  was  exciting  and  the 
scenery  awe-inspiring.  It  was  a  perfect 
day. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  we 
boarded  the  train  to  return  home.  By  the 
time  we  neared  our  destination.  Boulder, 
the  countryside  was  in  darkness  We 
were  riding  in  the  last  of  twelve  or  more 
coaches.  As  the  passengers  started  to 
unload,  a  brakeman  came  along  and  told 
Us  to  wait  on  board  because  the  train 
would  pull  up  and  stop  nearer  the  depot. 
Many  of  our  fellow  passengers,  after  a 
long  wait,  became  impatient  and  left,  but 
Mother  and  I  stayed  in  the  coach. 

:  At  last  the  train  chugged  forward  but 
instead  of  stopping,  gathered  speed  We 


were  alarmed  and  rushed  through  the 
coaches  searching  for  the  conductor  We 
found  him  near  the  front  of  the  train  and 
explained  our  predicament.  He 
immediately  signaled  to  the  engineer  to 
stop  the  train.  There,  in  a  seemingly 
uninhabited  countryside,  in  deep 
darkness,  miles  from  Boulder,  he  helped 
us  off  the  train. 


As  the  lights  of  the  train  disappeared 
into  the  distance,  I  was  so  frightened  I 
could  not  move.  Finally  tears  came,  but 
Mother  was  of  pioneer  stock.  She  took  my 
hand  in  hers  and  said.  “Well,  let’s  start 
walking."  We  walked  so  fast  we  did  little 
talking  but  gradually  I  began  to  feel 
courage  that  seemed  to  flow  into  me 
from  Mother's  hand  After  what  must 
have  seemed  a  long,  long  time,  we  saw 
the  lights  of  Boulder,  and  finally  we 
reached  our  friend's  home  and  safety. 

I  have  never  forgotten  that  night 
nearly  70  years  ago  when  Mother’s  hand 
and  her  courage  and  protective  love 
reached  me  on  that  lonely  railroad  track 
and  quieted  my  fears.  Today,  when  in 
need,  if  I  reach  my  hand  Godward.  His 
wonderful  protective  love  flows  into  me. 
taking  away  fears  and  giving  me 
courage,  security  and  peace 

Claire  Goldsmith 
Baton  Rouge 
Broadmoor  UMC 
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Youths  Available 
For  Church  Work 

Churches  desiring  summer  youth 
workers  should  contact  Rev  Bentley 
Sloane,  coordinator  for  Church 
Placement,  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport,  as  soon  as  possible 
About  20  Church  Careers  students 
at  Centenary  are  available  to  work 
in  churches  for  the  summer.  These 
college  juniors  are  required  to  do 
such  field  work  for  course  credit. 

For  Sale:  Bus 
For  Handicapped 

Can  your  church  use  a  specially 
equipped  school  bus  to  haul 
handicapped  persons  in 
wheelchairs? 

!  HAP  House  in  Shreveport  has  a 
1974  large  school  bus  which  can  haul 
as  many  as  12  wheelchairs  and  has 
space  for  10  sitters. 

j  New  brakes,  tires  and  recon¬ 
ditioned  motor  makes  bus  in  good 
condition.  The  original  cost  in  1974 
was  $16,000.  Sale  price  today  is 
$4,500.  j 

If  you  are  interested  call  Arnold  J 
Falk,  executive  director. 
Community  Council  in  Shreveport, 
La.,  (318)  425-5528. 

In  Memoriam 

Rev  Ira  L.  Yeager,  a  retired 
member  of  the  annual  Conference 
who  resided  in  the  Monroe  District 
died  on  Jan  17.  1979. 

_ _ 


Editorially  Speaking 


The  Seekers 


Two  of  my  cousins,  men  in  their  early 
thirties,  recently  decided  to  respond  to 
God's  call  to  the  ordained  ministry. 
Although  they  are  brothers,  neither,  at 
the  time,  was  aware  of  the  decision  the 
other  had  made.  Both  will  seek  the 
Master  of  Divinity  degree  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 

Their  decisions  illustrate  a  part  of 
young  adult  experience  the  church  has 
seldom  understood  well  enough:  the 
typical  spiritual  journey  in  the  history  of 
the  Christian  tradition  has  included  a 
period  of  searching  during  the  young 
adult  years.  During  this  time,  the  faith 
received  from  church  and  parents  is 
often  severely  questioned,  and 
sometimes  rejected.  For  many,  church 
attendance  drops  off.  or  stops  entirely. 
One  of  my  cousins,  for  instance,  joined 
the  Unitarian  Church  for  a  while.  The 
other  was  only  an  occasional  church 
attender  for  several  years. 

Most  persons.  I  suppose,  are  aware 
that  young  adults  often  drop  out  of 
church.  Many  church  leadership  groups 
express  concern  over  this  problem  when 
I  hold  training  sessions  with  them  What 
is  not  often  recognized,  however,  is  that 
this  experience  with  young  adults  is  not 
only  nothing  new,  it  is  a  pattern  which 
can  be  recognized  even  in  the  lives  of  the 
saints.  As  a  recent  article  in  Christian 
Century  points  out,  many  of  the  most 
influential  figures  in  human  history 
made  their  basic  decisions  and  began 
their  real  life  work  around  the  age  of  30 
(give  or  take  several  years  on  either 


side). 

Want  examples?  What  about  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  the  apostle  Paul,  Martin 
Luther.  John  Wesley,  Charles  Wesley, 
Albert  Sweitzer.  the  Buddha, 
Mohammed  and  numerous  others? 

While  these  persons  are  all  influential 
religious  figures,  most  major  decisions 
made  around  the  age  of  30  are  by  persons 
who  live  out  their  faith  in  so-called 
secular  fields  of  work. 

While  many  young  adults  will  drop  out 
regardless  of  what  the  church  does, 
many  churches  are  finding  that  where 
they  can  create  an  atmosphere  in  the 
church  in  which  young  adults  can  feel 
comfortable,  many  will  come,  or  come 
back,  during  the  period  of  questioning. 
Then  the  church  can  assist  them  with 
their  struggles  and  searching. 

It  is  not,  I  think,  insignificant  or 
accidental  that  one  of  the  most  popular 
names  for  effective  young  adult  Sunday 
School  classes  is.  “The  Seekers."  While 
young  adult  ministry  is  sometimes 
discouraging,  and  seldom  easy,  most  of 
our  churches  can  be  far  more  effective 
than  we  have  yet  realized,  especially 
when  we  take  into  account  some  of  the 
needs  of  young  adults  we  have  been 
discussing. 

Long  ago,  Nicodemus  asked  Jesus, 
“How  can  a  person  be  born  when  he  is 
old?”  The  answer,  of  course,  is,  and  has 
always  been,  “That  is  precisely  when  it 
happens.” 

(By  Ray  Branton.  editor  of  the 
" Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter ") 


Strategies  To  Eliminate 
Expressions  Of  Racism 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Committee 
on  Religion  and  Race  recently 
announced  that  a  workshop  on  Racial 
Inclusiveness  will  be  March  16-17  at  Mt. 
Zion  United  Methodist  Church.  2700 
Louisiana  Ave.,  in  New  Orleans. 

The  purpose  of  the  workshop  is  "to 
identify  expressions  of  racism  and  to 
develop  program  suggestions  and 
strategies  to  eliminate  them  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.” 

The  program  will  begin  at  6  p.m.  on 


Friday,  March  16.  and  will  end  at  12:30 
p.m.  on  Saturday.  March  17 

District  superintendents,  chairpersons 
of  boards,  commissions,  committees, 
Wesley  Foundation  directors,  UM 
Women  leaders,  UM  Men  leaders, 
institutional  directors  and  those  elected 
and  appointed  to  general  boards  and 
agencies  are  urged  to  attend. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Rev. 
Nathan  Daniels  at  St.  Paul's  UMC,  1001 
Pierre  Ave.,  Shreveport  71103 


Learn  To  Help  The  Aging 

Feb.  26-27  are  the  dates  set  for  the  Conference  on  Counseling  the  Aging  at  the  Center 
for  Continuing  Education  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma  in  Norman 
The  purpose  of  the  event  is  to  be  of  help  to  train  persons  to  be  of  help  to  people  in 
life’s  transition. 

The  cost  is  $32  and  this  includes  room  and  three  meals 

Pastors,  older  adult  coordinators,  administrators,  chaplains  of  elderly  people's 
homes,  and  interested  persons  are  welcome. 

Training  F or  Men’s  Leaders 

A  job  training  event  for  district  lay  leaders  and  for  district  presidents  of  United 
Methodist  Men  has  been  planned  for  March  17  and  18  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma  in 
Norman. 

It  begins  at  8:30,  March  17,  and  ends  at  noon  on  March  18.  The  fee  is  $10  per  person 
plus  $40  for  room  and  meals 


A  rrn  v  Ho n o rs  M in  ister 

Chaplain  (Lt.  Col. )  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  pastor  of  Christ  UMC 
in  Shreveport,  was  recently  presented  the  Army 
Commendation  )  Medal  and  citation  by  Chaplain  ( Maj.  Gen) 
Orris  E.  Kelly,  U.S.  Army  Chief  of  Chaplains  (left),  during 
the  Fifth  Army  Chaplain  Training  School  in  San  Antonio.  The 
medal  recognizes  the  recipient’s  outstanding  support  of  the 
school  the  last  eight  years  while  serving  on  active  duty  tours 
at  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  in  the  chaplain's  office.  Rev. 
Reed  is  an  Army  Reserve  officer. 
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Editorials 


President  should  be  urged  to 
send  food  aid  to  hungry  Vietnam 


“Love  your  enemies  and  pray  for  those 
who  persecute  you  .  .  .  Why  should  God 
reward  you  if  you  love  only  the  people 
who  love  you?  Even  the  tax  collectors  do 
that!  And  if  you  speak  only  to  your 
friends,  have  you  done  anything  out  of 
the  ordinary?  Even  the  pagans  do  that!’’ 

( Matthew  5:44, 46-47  TEV) 

Those  were  the  words  of  Jesus  to  his 
disciples  as  he  taught  them  a 
revolutionary  way  of  dealing  with  their 
enemies  nearly  2,000  years  ago.  The 
lesson  is  still  valid  today. 

Americans  have  often  claimed 
adherence  to  such  principles  in  the 
dealings  of  their  government  with  the  rest 
of  the  world.  The  U.S.  has  a  long  tradition 
of  providing  emergency  relief  in  times  of 
natural  disaster  in  other  countries, 
without  regard  to  political  differences. 

Following  the  Second  World  War,  the 
U.S.  spent  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
reconstruction  of  the  homelands  of  its 
former  enemies  and  provided  massive 
amounts  of  food  for  Japan,  Germany, 
Italy,  Yugoslavia,  Poland  and 
Czechoslovakia. 

In  1962  President  John  F.  Kennedy 
approved  the  sending  of  food  to  China  at 
a  time  when  cold-war  tensions  were  at 
their  peak. 

For  these,  and  other  reasons, 
therefore,  it  seems  strange  and 
inconsistent  to  us  that  the  American 
government  has  so  far  refused  to  give 
similar  food  assistance  to  Vietnam  —  a 
nation  now  gripped  by  tremendous  food 
shortages. 

Typhoons  and  heavy  rains  —  the  worst 
in  35  years  —  have  retarded  rice  pro¬ 
duction  in  Vietnam.  Nearly  a  fourth 
of  the  normal  rice  production  over  the 
past  two  years  has  been  wiped  out.  That 
fact,  coupled  with  decades  of  war  and  the 
continued  militarism  of  the  Vietnamese 
government  has  left  thousands  of 
innocent  people  in  Vietnam  starving. 

Disaster  relief  provisions  already 
legislated  give  the  Carter  Administration 
the  authority  to  send  food  aid  to  this 
hungry  part  of  the  world,  but  so  far 
nothing  has  been  done.  The  federal 
government  even  refused  last  summer  to 
pay  transportation  costs  when  American 
churches  took  the  lead  and  collected 
wheat  for  shipment  to  Vietnam. 

Some  persons  fear  that  U.S.  food  will 
wind  up  in  the  stomachs  of  the 


Readers  are  always  welcome  to 
submit  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  in 
reaction  to  material  published  jn 
TM/UMR.  All  letters  received  are 
read,  acknowledged  and  considered 
for  publication.  We  receive  many 
more  letters  than  we  have  space  to 
print.  Letters  must,  therefore,  be 
selected  for  publication  on  a 
representative  basis.  Brevity  en¬ 
hances  the  chances  of  a  given  letter 
being  published. 
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Vietnamese  military.  Such  fears  have 
not  proved  valid  in  such  food  distribution 
projects,  supervised  by  the  United 
Nations  to  make  sure  food  gets  directly 
to  civilians  in  need. 

The  main  reason  for  the  lack  of  action 
by  the  Administration  in  this  matter 
appears  to  be  fear  of  political 
repercussions  in  Congress  over  such  aid. 

We  doubt  that  either  the  American 
people  or  their  representatives  in 
Congress  really  believe  the  people  of 
Vietnam  should  be  allowed  to  go  hungry 
because  we  disagree  with  policies  of 
their  government. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  to  support 
the  need  for  food  assistance  in  Vietnam 
by  writing  the  President  and  calling  for 
immediate  action. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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On  a 
winter’s 
day  v 


By  JO  HALLER 


V' 

sj 


I  saw  a  little  bird  in  a  little  tree; 
He  hopped  along  so  merrily  - 
With  winter  here,  how  can  it  be? 

A  merry  bird  in  a  dead  leaved  tree. 

I  saw  people  on  a  winter’s  day 
Trudging  along  a  rugged  way, 


Singing  a  song,  trying  to  sway 
Fate  their  way  on  a  wintry  day. 

And  so  it  goes,  humans  and  birds  - 
On  a  winter’s  day,  with  cheerful  words 
Striving  to  conquer  fears  incurred. 

For  birds  and  us,  I  thank  you,  Lord. 


Here  I  Stand 

Local  churches  hold 
their  own  property 


By  HAROLD  B.  WILLIAMS 
The  recent  correspondence  on 
ownership  of  local  church  property  has 
been  somewhat  confused,  and  there  is 
reason  for  the  confusion.  A  layman,  or 
even  a  minister,  who  is  not  well  versed  in 
church  property  law  goes  to  an  annual 
conference  and  hears  as  an  item  of  its 
business  the  “sale  of  property”  and 
immediately  jumps  to  the  conclusion 
that  “the  conference  owns  the  property.” 
But  they  do  not  realize  that  these  sales 
are  “abandoned”  churches  which  the 
conference  trustees  have  had  to  take 
over  to  conserve  the  values.  Under 
Judicial  Council  ruling  No.  143  they  may 
not  sell  these  properties  without  the 
action  of  the  annual  conference  “in 
ecclesiastical  session  assembled." 


Four  articles  provide  ‘precise  equation’ 


New  edition  welcomed 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition  at 
Enterprise  UMC  and  St.  Paul  UMC  in 
Piney  Flats,  Tennessee  (Holston  Annual 
Conference.). 

Each  week  about  200  subscriber- 
families  at  Enterprise  UMC  and  St.  Paul 
UMC  will  receive  a  special  edition  of  this 
newspaper  with  news  of  the  two  churches 
on  the  front  page,  news  of  the  Holston 
Annual  Conference  on  the  back  page,  and 
general  church  news  and  comment  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find  your  new 
church  newspaper  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  "Letters  to  the  Editor." 


To  the  Editor: 

In  one  of  your  January  5  *  ‘Letters  to  the 
Editor"  a  writer  stated  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  lost  more  than  one 
million  members  in  the  last  decade.  On 
the  same  page  there  appeared  three 
other  articles,  one  on  “The  role  of 
Christian  churches  and  pseudo-religious 
cults,”  another  a  “cry  for  help”  from 
"one  of  your  children,”  and  a  third  on 
“We  should  worship  God,  not  the  Bible.” 
Allow  me  the  privilege,  and  the  space  if 
you  will,  to  make  an  observation.  There 
is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  precise  equation 
between  these  four  separate  articles. 

During  these  past  few  years  I  have  had 
the  unexpected  misfortune  of  various 
“inferences”  of  down-grading  the  Bible 
within  the  Methodist  Church,  and  our 
society  in  general.  Sadly,  the  young 
children  struggling  to  cope  with  abstract 
theories  are  the  real  victims.  As  the 
parents  make  an  attempt  to  set  good 
examples,  exhorting  their  children  to 
read  the  Bible,  the  kids  leave  the  church 
with  a  “HA-HA,  I  told  you  it  wasn’t 
true.”  The  minister  may  have  said,  “It 
really  didn’t  happen,  it  was  an  allegory” 
or  some  other  remark.  I  have  received 
more  revelation  and  more  intellectual 
stimulus  from  one  short  biblical  Proverb 
than  in  the  entire  article  written  by  Mr. 
Dunn.  This  is  part  of  the  problem.  People 
need  and  indeed  want  a  standard  of 
truth.  People  are  sick  and  tired  of  others 
telling  them  what  the  Bible  is  and  what  it 
is  not.  The  Bible  can  be  a  personal,  divine 
instrument  for  growth  in  love,  wisdom 
and  understanding.  The  assumptions 
made  by  Mr.  Dunn  are  just  that.  He  may 
truly  believe  that  the  Bible  limits  the  role 
of  women,  that  somehow  the  Bible  places 
limits  upon  God;  or  does  he  assume  that 
others  make  these  assumptions  as  well? 

Most  denominations  have  experienced 
a  decline  in  church  membership  over  the 
past  10  years.  Why?  Is  it  possible  that  the 
people  lose  faith  in  a  standard  which 
ceases  to  exist?  The  standards  are  lost 
when  theology  continues  to  conform  to 
the  changing  morality  of  society.  It 
would  appear  that  many  religions 
change  in  order  to  maintain  at  least  some 
semblance  of  church  membership.  They 
conform  to  liberation  and  attempt  to 
rationalize  their  position  as  keeping  God 
relevant  to  man,  instead  of  man  keeping 
relevant  to  God.  The  truth  never 
changes,  only  man’s  concept  of  it. 

Mr.  Dunn  may  know  what  he  said,  at 
the  least  his  intent,  but  he  left  me 
confused.  He  states  that  one  of  the 
biggest  sins  is  to  call  the  Bible  the  Word 
of  God  and  later  states  that  the  Bible  is 
the  most  valuable  tool  for  seeking  God’s 
Word.  True,  we  are  but  “finite, 
imperfect,  mortal  vessels  all.”  What 
man  is  there  to  proclaim  or  disclaim  the 
Bible?  Have  you  met  him?  What  man 


can  deny  or  prove  the  validity  of  divine 
inspiration?  Where  does  he  live?  And 
faith?  Faith  in  what?  A  man’s  opinion? 
An  assumption?  I  agree  with  the 
message  intended  by  Mr.  Dunn.  The 
Word  is  not  confined  to  time  but  is  a 
living  force.  However,  to  make  any 
statements  to  the  effect  that  the  Bible  is 
not  the  word  of  God  is  a  prerogative 
extreme,  not  within  the  realm  of  any 
living  person.  Technology  and 
modernized  theology  is  a  futile  attempt 
to  combine  the  physical  with  the 
spiritual.  I  only  challenge  what  I 
consider  to  be  unfounded  and  unhealthy 
assumptions. 

In  the  beginning  I  mentioned  an 
equation  between  the  four  articles. 
Subtract  an  unknown  value  for  loss  of 
Biblical  esteem,  subtract  another 
unknown  quantity  for  societal 
conformity  and  lack  of  church  direction 
and  this  total  should  equate  to  the  growth 
of  cultism,  many  others  feeling  similar  to 
“one  of  your  children,”  and  the  general 
decline  in  church  membership. 

Incidentally,  I  thought  the  editorial  on 
the  role  of  Christian  churches  and 
pseudo-religious  cults  an  outstanding 
article,  superbly  written,  relevant  and 
true. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  of 
writing  and  expressing  my  views. 

Lyndon  Lafferty 

Vallejo,  California 

‘No.  1  ’  not  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  “Super  Bowl  star  deplores  ‘Need 
always  to  be  No.  1’  ”  (TM/UMR, 
January  26)  and  it  did  my  old  heart  a  lot 
of  good.  Even  in  the  ministry  we  are 
obsessed  with  the  ielea  that  we  ought  to 
be  No.  1.  But  I  am  not  No.  1.  When  I  was 
in  college  and  seminary  I  discovered  that 
I  am  only  an  “average”  student.  And 
now  I’ve  discovered  that  I  am  only  an 
“average”  minister.  There  are  better 
preachers  than  I  am;  better  teachers, 
better  visitors,  better  administrators.  I 
keep  making  dumb  mistakes  and 
sometimes  I  don't  know  how  to  rectify 
them.  I  can  only  beg  forgiveness  and 
promise  not  to  do  THAT  again. 

However,  I’ve  also  discovered  that  my 
talents,  limited  though  they  may  be,  are 
useful.  I  have  a  place  in  the  church  and 
the  world.  No,  I’ll  never  be  No.  1,  but 
that’s  okay  as  long  as  I  do  the  best  I  can 
with  what  God  has  given  me.  So  I  am 
grateful  to  you  and  Terry  Bradshaw  for 
pointing  out  that  we  do  not  need  to  be 
No.l.  Fritz  Widmeyer 

Salisbury  Center,  New  York 

Good  example 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined  “Good  News 
retracts  resignation  request"  (TM/UMR, 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

‘Seeing  is  believing’  that 

clergy  women  really  exist 


The  truth  of  the  old  saying  that  “seeing 
is  believing”  came  home  forcefully  to  me 
several  months  ago. 

It  all  started  when  my  10-year-old 
daughter,  who  loves  to  give  perfor¬ 
mances  for  the  family,  prepared  an 
entire  worship  service  complete  with 
call  to  worship,  hymns,  a  choir  (herself) 
scripture  reading  and  a  sermon.  A  lively 
feature  of  the  service  was  the  baptism  of 
the  family  cat! 

After  the  service  was  concluded.  I 
thought  this  would  be  a  good  time  for  the 
time  worn  discussion  of  “what  do  you 
want  to  be  when  you  grow  up?”  I 
suggested  she  might  include  the  ministry 
in  her  thinking  about  the  future. 

She  was  shocked.  "Mommy,"  she  said, 
‘ ‘girls  can’t  be  ministers !  ’  ’ 

Then  it  was  my  turn  to  be  shocked. 
“Why,  of  course,  there  are  women 
ministers,”  I  said. 

"Well,  I’ve  never  seen  one,"  she 
replied. 

She  had  a  point  there.  She  had  never 
seen  a  woman  preach  or  perform  any 
other  of  the  liturgical  functions  that  go  on 
during  Sunday  worship,  I  realized,  after  a 
hasty  search  of  my  memory. 

An  opportunity  soon  arose  to  correct 
her  misinformation.  An  ordained  woman 
in  clerical  robes  participated  in  the 
sacrament  of  communion  at  our  church 
shortly  after  my  discussion  with  my 
daughter  I  carefully  pointed  out  to  my 
daughter  that  right  there  before  her  eyes 
was  a  woman  minister.  She  seemed  to  be 
awestruck. 

That  little  incident  made  it  very  clear 


Sharon  Mielke 
to  me  that  no  amount  of  talking  about  the 
acceptance  of  clergywomen  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  ever  have  the 
same  positive  effect  as  church  members 
—  young  and  old  —  seeing  and 
experiencing  the  presence  of 
clergywomen  in  their  church  pulpits. 

When  a  report  came  across  my  desk 
this  week  saying  that  during  January  the 
churches  of  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference  observed  “Woman  in  Every 
Pulpit  Sunday”  with  at  least  350  women 
standing  in  local  church  pulpits  to  preach 
on  Sunday  morning,  my  response  was 
“right  on.”  Twenty-nine  of  the  preachers 
were  ordained  clergywomen  or  seminary 
students;  the  others  were  laywomen. 

Coordinated  by  the  Conference 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  the  purpose  was  to  make  a 
witness  to  the  gifts  women  bring  to  the 
total  ministry  of  the  church. 

In  addition  to  the  women  who 
preached,  many  other  women  helped 
plan  their  churches’  worship  services 
and  served  as  liturgists  and  ushers, 
reports  the  Rev.  Joan  Deming  Cavallo, 
commission  chairperson.  She  said  that 
the  reactions  from  both  churches  and 
speakers,  on  the  whole,  have  been  very 
positive. 

As  one  laywoman  said,  “My  initial 
response  is  that  it  is  too  bad  such  an 
event  is  necessary,  but  I  hope  it  can 
become  an  annual  event  until  it  is  no 
longer  needed.” 

Yes,  “seeing  is  believing.” 

-SHARON  R.  MIELKE 


February  2)  is  certainly  good  news! 
As  one  who  took  great  offense  to  their 
demands  last  summer,  I  want  to  be 
among  the  first  to  applaud  their  re¬ 
traction. 

I  hope  all  groups  —  liberal,  conserva¬ 
tive  or  whatever  —  can  learn  by  this 

examP'e-  Bert  Clayton 

Hondo,  Texas 

Hunting  irrelevant 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  "Hunting  for  sport 
another  name  for  killing,”  I  feel  strongly 
that  hunting  —  pro  or  con  —  has  no  place 
in  a  church  newspaper  or  on  a  conference 
floor.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  great 
commission  or  our  duties  as  Christ’s 
ambassadors. 

If  Phil  McLarty  wanted  to  write  about 
Deuteronomy  5:17,  “Thou  shalt  not  kill,” 
he  should  be  concerned  about  abortion,  a 
true  slaughter  of  the  innocent. 

Let  us  unite  and  use  our  efforts  to 
spread  the  good  news  of  salvation 
through  Christ’s  blood.  Time  is  so  short. 
Charles  Wagner 
Stoystown,  Pennsylvania 
Issue  excellent 
To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  quick  note  to  let  you  know  that 
the  February  2  issue  of  TM/UMR  was 
excellent.  With  few  exceptions,  I  read 
every  article  with  complete  interest  and 
great  appreciation. 

I  especially  appreciated  “Cost  of 
growth  weighed”  by  Bea  Jones.  It  was 
informative  and  positive.  The  photo  and 
story  about  the  new  sanctuary  at  Lovers 
Lane  UMC  was  an  inspiration.  And  the 
interpretive  analysis  concerning  the 
resource  packet  on  homosexuality  was 
informative  and  important,  as  was  the 
article  about  UMYF  —  information 
confirming  what  most  of  us  knew 
already. 

It  was  a  fantastic  issue.  TM/UMR  is 
the  best!  . 

Jeff  Bayne 
Huntsville,  Alabama 

Let’s  define  terms 

To  the  Editor: 

Here  I  am  again,  but  I  have  looked  in 
vain  for  someone  to  answer  the  running 
debate  concerning  the  Bible  and  the 
“Word.” 

My  old  professor  of  dogmatics  used  to 
enjoy  debates  by  members  of  his  class, 
but  when  we  got  too  confused  he  would 
say,  “Gentlemen,  let  us  define  our 
terms.”  After  we  did  this,  there  was  little 
left  to  debate  about. 

John  never  said  that  the  Word  was 
God.  He  said  that  the  Logos  was  God. 
You  will  not  find  Logos  in  most 
dictionaries  because  there  is  no  English 
equivalent.  “Gentlemen,  let  us  define  our 
terms  William  Esler  Slocum 

Delevan,  New  York 

View  irresponsible 

To  the  Editor: 

On  the  surface  the  letter  from  Ronald 
E.  Brown  (TM/UMR,  January  12) 
reflects  a  concern  for  reducing  the 
number  of  high  priority  items  facing  the 
local  church.  Such  a  concern  is  not 
without  some  merit.  But  Mr.  Brown 
belies  his  real  concern  when  he 
advocates  focusing  all  priorities  in  the 
areas  of  evangelism,  church  growth,  etc. 
If  other  areas  of  concern  —  world 
hunger,  the  ethnic  minority  church, 
social  action  issues  —  get  overlooked  in 
the  process,  then  that  is  their  problem. 

Such  an  attitude  is  irresponsible.  It 
reduces  the  Gospel  to  a  narrow  range  of 
concern.  I  believe  the  Christian  should  be 
overwhelmed  when  he  or  she  is 
confronted  with  the  needs  of  the  world 
today.  Then,  working  together  and  with 
God,  we  can  begin  to  work  to  bring  about 
God’s  will  in  all  aspects  of  life. 

Mr.  Brown  envies  other  denominations 
whose  only  concern  is  evangelism, 
church  growth,  and  missionary  support. 


Praise  God  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  vision  that  goes  beyond 
this.  Robert  Stutes 

Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Industry  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  recent  editorial  about  smoking 
mentioned  “lack  of  concern”  by  the 
tobacco  industry.  Let  me  set  the  record 
straight  by  saying  that  we  are,  indeed, 
concerned.  The  tobacco  companies  have 
placed  a  total  of  more  than  $75,000,000  at 
the  disposal  of  independent  research 
scientists  to  find  the  facts  about  smoking 
and  health.  They  are  encouraged  to 
publish  their  findings  and,  in  that  way, 
all  of  us  can  make  our  personal  judments 
about  smoking. 

We  don’t  try  to  tell  anyone  he  should 
smoke,  or  not  smoke,  or  not  quit 
smoking.  We  think  every  informed 
citizen  can  decide  for  himself.  By  the 
same  token,  we  don’t  think  the  federal 
government  should  make  those 
judgments  for  us  either. 

William  Kloepfer,  Jr. 

Washington,  D.C. 


However,  these  are  all  exceptions  to 
the  general  rule. 

There  are  only  four  ways  that  church 
property  can  be  held,  and  we  use  only  one 
of  them. 

1.  Personal  ownership.  John  Wesley 
personally  owned  all  the  Methodist 
Chapels  in  England,  Ireland  and  Wales 
—  in  order  that  he  might  control  their 
pastoral  appointments  —  up  to  1784.  Had 
he  died  while  still  holding  them,  the 
confusion  would  have  been  unbelievable. 

2.  In  1784,  being  aware  that  this 
arrangement  could  not  last,  he  turned 
over  these  properties  to  the  conference, 
and  on  the  advice  of  counsel,  for  this 
purpose  the  conference  was  defined  as 
“the  Legal  Hundred.”  British  Methodist 
property  was  so  held  well  into  this 
century.  This  practice  never  extended  to 
America. 

3.  Under  a  reversionary  clause.  This  is 
when  a  donor,  with  the  best  will  in  the 
world,  gives  land  or  other  valuables 
connected  with  it,  with  the  stipulation 
that  should  this  ever  cease  to  be  used  for 
Methodist  purposes,  the  property  reverts 
to  the  donor  or  his  estate.  This  sounds 
better  than  it  is,  for  reasons  too 
complicated  to  state  here.  We  discourage 
this  practice  and  avoid  it  at  every 
opportunity. 

4.  Local  church  property  is  held  by  the 
local  church,  subject  only  to  the  Trust 
Clause,  Par.  2403  (“Discipline”  1976). 
This  is  or  is  presumed  to  be  in  every 
United  Methodist  deed  to  property.  It  has 
stood  up  in  every  court  case  that  has 
been  brought  against  it.  Its  purpose  is  to 
assure  that  the  property  will  be  used  for 
United  Methodist  purposes  under  the 
“Discipline,”  that  no  dissident  group 
within  the  church  can  lay  claim  to  it  and 
that  no  outside  group  can  force  its  way 
in. 

Subject  to  the  trust  clause  the  local 
church  can  buy,  sell,  mortgage, 
encumber,  remodel,  extend  or  do  almost 
anything  that  any  owner  can  do  with 
property.  When  for  any  reason  it  may 
become  in  the  interest  of  the  local  church 
to  sell  or  mortgage  the  property  the 
instrument  of  conveyance  must  have  the 
signature  of  the  pastor  and  the  district 
superintendent.  This  is  not  so  much  a 
veto  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  buyer.  This 
releases  the  property  from  the  trust 
clause.  The  buyer  would  have  trouble 
with  a  piece  of  property  that  could  only 
be  used  for  United  Methodist  purposes. 
This  frees  the  title  so  that  the  property  is 
salable. 

But  subject  only  to  the  trust  clause, 
local  church  property  is  locally  held. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
concerns  or  opinions  about  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Dr.  Harold  B. 
Williams,  is  emeritus  professor  of  church 
administration  at  the  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio.  He  now  lives 
in  New  Port  Richey,  Florida. 


Describe  a  sermon  that  mattered 


Ministers  often  wonder  what  differ¬ 
ence,  if  any,  their  sermons  make  in 
the  lives  of  persons  who  hear  them.  Do 
you  recall  a  particular  sermon  which 
made  a  significant  difference  in  your 
life?  Did  it  comfort  you  or  jolt  you?  Did  it 
stimulate  you  to  make  a  positive  change 
in  attitude  and/or  behavior,  or  assist  you 
in  becoming  a  more  faithful  follower  of 
Jesus  Christ?  How,  and  why? 

We  invite  you  to  tell  us  about  “a 
sermon  that  mattered”  for  you  in  an 
essay  of  250  words  or  less. 

Criteria 

TM/UMR  will  pay  $10  for  each  essay 
printed  in  its  columns.  Essays  will  be 
selected  on  the  basis  of  uniqueness, 
readability,  clarity,  and  effectiveness  in 
inspiring  others. 


Guidelines 

(1)  There  are  no  limitations  on  subject 
matter,  but  each  essay  must  describe  a 
particular  sermon  the  writer  heard  and 
must  be  concrete  in  the  example  given. 

(2)  The  essay  should  be  250  words  or 
less  and  preferably  typed  and  double 
spaced.  (Hand  written  entries  will  be 
considered  if  typing  is  not  possible. ) 

(3)  The  essay  must  be  factual. 

(4)  Entries  must  be  postmarked  no. 
later  than  February  26, 1979. 

(5)  Each  entry  must  include  the 
writer’s  name,  address,  and  name  of  the 
church  where  membership  is  held. 
Entries  cannot  be  returned. 

Send  entries  to:  TM/UMR  Essays, 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas,  75222. 


UNITED  METHODIST  TEACHER 
NEWSLETTER 


The  United  Methodist  Teacher  Newsletter,  published  four  times 
yearly,  is  provided  FREE  from  Cokesbury.  It  s  our  way  of  saying, 
“Thank  you,  teachers,  for  teaching." 

•  Share  ideas,  experiences,  needs,  problems,  and 
successes  relatea  to  teaching 

•  Learn  about  the  curriculum  resources  and  other 
aids  available  to  make  teaching  both  joyous  and 
effective 

Complete  the  coupon  below  to  receive  The  United  Methodist  Teacher 
Newsletter  at  vour  home. 

Send  Cokesbury  the  following  information  and  we’ll  send  you  The 

United  Methodist  Teacher  Newsletter  and  the  1979-80  Planbook— 

FREE.  (Please  specify  age  group.) 


State  . 


Name  of  Church - 

Name _ 

Address - 

City - 

Teacher/Leader  of 

□  □  □  □  □ 

Younger  Children  Elementary  Children  Youth  Adults  Others 


.Zip. 


I  1 

Size  of  church  to  which  you  belong: 

□  □  □ 

less  than  100  100-299  300-499 


M 


□  □ 

500-699  700  * 
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Mail  to  Cokesbury.  Teacher 
Newsletter.  201  Hth  Avenue. 
South.  Nashville.  Tennessee 
37202. 
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iruf  erwQnSCht”  Tel.  0221  /  28]  Churches  reminded  of  Holocaust 

‘Remembrance  Day’ 


West  Germans  phone  in  Holoeaust  TV  reactions 


COLOGNE.  W.  Germany  —  West  German  telephone 
operators,  part  of  a  television  panel  discussion  of  the  first 
installment  of  Holocaust,  take  calls  from  viewers  reacting  to 
the  American  movie  on  Nazi  atrocities  to  the  Jews. 

Officials  of  Westdeutscher  Rundfunk,  which  was  in  charge 
of  the  regional  hookup,  said  there  were  more  than  6,000 


calls  about  the  program.  One-third  of  the  early  callers 
complained  that  "Holocaust”  opened  old  wounds.  Later, 
responses  were  said  to  be  more  favorable  —  with  remarks 
such  as:  “How  could  we  have  done  this?  .  .  .  We  had  to  know, 
didn’t  we?” 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


NEW  YORK  -  Christian  churches 
are  asked  to  designate  Sunday  Apr.  22 
as  a  special  Holocaust  Remembrance 
Day  by  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews.  The  term 
“Holocaust”  refers  to  the  systematic 
destruction  of  European  Jewry  by  the 
Nazis,  1933-1945. 

In  a  booklet  of  resources  for 
Christian  worship  prepared  by  the 
conference,  a  question  is  posed:  Why, 
more  than  30  years  later,  are 
churches  and  individual  Christians 
being  asked  to  study  the  Holocaust? 
The  answer  given  is  that  the  lessons  of 
the  Holocaust  “must  become  so 
deeply  etched  upon  our  consciences, 
so  much  a  part  of  our  world-view,  that 
they  come  to  serve  as  a  plumb-line  by 
which  we  measure  our  response  to 
every  denial  of  human  rights  and 
every  circumstance  of  tyranny 
wherever  such  may  occur,  today  and 
in  the  future.” 

The  booklet  “A  Holocaust  Memorial 
Service  for  Christians  —  Yom 
HaShoah”  may  be  ordered  for 
seventy  cents  from  the  National 


Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews,  43 
West  57th  St.,  New  York.  N  Y.  10019 
Worship  bulletins  may  be  ordered  for 
$6.50  per  100. 

Protestants  ‘knew’ 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  ( RNS  >  - 

American  Protestants  who  read  their 
religious  periodicals  from  1933  to  1945 
“knew”  what  was  happening  to  Jews 
under  the  Nazi  regime,  but 
apparently  were  “not  persuaded"  to 
do  anything,  says  a  University  of 
Minnesota  researcher. 

Dr.  Robert  Ross,  assistant 
professor  in  religious  studies  and 
student  affairs,  reached  that 
conclusion  after  examining  52 
American  Protestant  religious 
periodicals  for  the  12-year  period. 

Contrary  to  what  many  believe.  Dr 
Ross  said  he  found  an  “overwhelming 
and  continuing”  amount  of  material 
published  in  the  Protestant 
periodicals  about  the  plight  of  the 
Jews  in  Europe  during  World  War  II. 

There  was  information  in  almost 
every  conceivable  form,  including 
advertising,  he  said. 


His  findings  will  be  reported  in  a 
book  to  be  published  in  the  spring  by 
the  University  of  Minnesota  Press. 

His  research  found  there  was  no 
unified  Protestant  or  Christian  effort 
to  intervene  on  behalf  of  the  Jews,  Dr. 
Ross  told  a  conference  at  Hamline 
Univeristy  here  on  “Lessons  of  the 
Nazi  Holocaust  for  Contemporary 
Society.” 

He  said  even  the  modest  attempts 
that  were  made  were  disorganized  or 
poorly  organized  and  failed. 

Dr.  Ross  said  there  also  was  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  Protestant 
community  to  give  at  least 
psychological  support  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Nazi  concentration 
camps  by  not  supporting  such 
proposals  as  bombing  rail  lines 
leading  to  the  camps  or  to  dropping 
leaflets  on  the  camps. 

He  also  found  that  there  was  no 
indignant  and  outraged  response  at 
the  discovery  of  the  Nazi  death  camps 
such  as  occurred  within  three  to  four 
months  when  the  atomic  bomb  was 
dropped  on  Japan. 


Bethel  Bible  series  grows  in  UMC 

260  churches  use  Lutheran  originated  materials  for  study 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

It  may  not  be  news  that  increasing 
numbers  of  United  Methodists  are 
studying  the  Bible. 

What  is  news  is  a  growing  commitment 
by  many  church  leaders  to  spend  four 
years  in  a  disciplined  study  of  a 
Lutheran-developed  Bible  curriculum 
that  costs  the  local  church  more  than 
$1,000. 

The  Bethel  Series,  starting  in  an 
American  Lutheran  Church  in  Madison, 
Wis.  less  than  20  years  ago,  has  now 
expanded  to  more  than  one-half  a  million 
lay  teachers  in  4,300  churches  in  17 
different  denominations.  UM  churches 
presently  involved  number  260  —  the 
largest  participation  by  any 
denomination  in  the  past  three  years. 

What  attracts  United  Methodists  to  the 
Bethel  Series?  TM/UMR  asked  persons 
in  the  New  Mexico  Annual  Conference 
where  the  heaviest  concentration  of  UM 
churches  using  the  series  are  located  — 
15  churches  which  is  12  percent  of  the 
total  number  in  the  conference. 
Response  was  uniformly  positive, 
although  warning  flags  were  raised 
elsewhere  by  United  Methodist 


curriculum  officials  in  Nashville  and  a 
Texas  pastor  who  has  developed  his  own 
Bible  study  series.  (See  related  story  on 
this  page.) 

"The  Bethel  Series  provides  lay  people 
with  a  competency  in  the  biblical 
message  so  they  can  teach,  witness  and 
do  the  many  things  lay  people  want  to  do 
in  the  church,"  said  a  pastor  in 
Alamogordo.  “It’s  the  best  thing  that’s 
happened  in  my  ministry." 

“The  value  of  the  series  is  that  it  puts 
the  Bible  all  together  so  we  can 
understand  what’s  going  on,”  said  a 
Portales  layman.  “Most  of  us  are 
uneducated  about  the  Bible.  Across  the 
years  we  have  managed  to  pick  up  a 
fragment  here,  a  piece  there,  but  not  an 
over-view.” 

“The  time  is  ripe,”  said  a  Clovis 
pastor.  “Lay  people  want  a  biblical  base 
for  our  social  action,  evangelism  and 
education.  This  does  it.” 

The  key  to  its  success  lies  in  the 
commitment  people  make  to  disciplined 
study,  numerous  people  noted.  The 
administrative  board  of  the  local 
church,  the  pastor  and  several  lay 
leaders  must  agree  to  at  least  a  four  year 
program.  The  process  involves  three 


Alternative  Bible  study 
offered  by  UM  minister 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  A  United  Methodist 
minister  who  quit  teaching  the  Bethel 
Series  because  he  believes  it  contains  too 
much  Lutheran  doctrine  has  developed 
his  own  series  of  Bible  studies. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Warden,  associate 
minister  of  Highland  Park  UMC  here, 
believes  persons  need  to  “know  what  the 
Bible  says  to  know  what  it  means.”  So  he 
has  written  a  series  that  looks  at 
concepts  and  at  each  book  in  the  Bible 
from  three  levels:  fact,  meaning  and 
application. 

Mr.  Warden  acknowledges  an 
indebtedness  to  the  Bethel  Series  — 
which  he  taught  for  five  years  —  but  he 
believes  Bethel  places  too  much 
emphasis  on  doctrines  favored  by 
Lutherans,  such  as  justification  by  faith 
and  covenant.  Not  enough  emphasis 
comes,  he  says,  on  students  applying  the 
biblical  truth  to  life  by  answering  the 
question :  What  is  God  saying  to  me9 
Called  the  “Trinity  Bible  Series,”  the 
study  is  developed  in  10  week  segments 
to  cover  the  entire  Bible  in  100  weeks. 


The  cost  is  $10  for  each  segment  which 
includes  notebook  and  materials.  Anyone 
with  some  background  in  biblical  studies 
can  teach  it,  he  says,  whether  the  teacher 
is  theologically  liberal  or  conservative, 
United  Methodist  or  Presbyterian. 

“I  have  spent  four  years  designing  the 
course  and  296  people  in  my  own  church 
completed  the  first  semester  (segment) 
last  fall,”  says  Mr.  Warden.  “The 
response  was  something  of  a 
phenomenon,  since  we  had  less  than  50  in 
the  Bethel  Series.” 

Although  he  has  had  little  publicity,  a 
handful  of  churches  in  the  Southwest 
have  ordered  the  series.  And  United 
Methodist  curriculum  staff  in  Nashville 
requested  the  material  and  are 
evaluating  it,  he  says. 

“The  sole  purpose  is  to  provide  biblical 
literacy  for  our  people,”  Mr.  Warden 
says.  “I  want  United  Methodists  to  be 
able  to  have  a  disciplined  Bible  study  in 
their  own  church  and  not  have  to  go 
elsewhere  for  it.  Our  church  need  not 
take  second  place  to  any  other  church  for 
biblical  studies.  ” 


Mother's  love  can't  do  it  all 


«0  1  R  GO 


Roger,  a  non-reader,  entered  Boylan-Haven-Mather  Academy  with  one 
goal  in  mind  — to  learn  to  read.  His  widowed  mother  was  willing  to  work 
hard  to  help  her  son  realize  that  dream,  but  she  couldn't  do  it  all 

At  B  H  M  A.,  in  a  small  class  and  with  tutoring.  Roger  advanced  2-1/2 
grade  levels  on  standardized  reading  tests  in  seven  months  With  the  ability 
to  read  came  a  sense  o(  worth  and  plans  for  the  future 

B  H.M.A  ,  a  coeducational  high  school  in  Camden,  S.C.,  is  an  agency 
of  the  National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Your  gifts  can 
provide  scholarship  help  for  students  such  as  Roger  in  their  search  for  self 
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ADVANCE 

Clip  th>*  coupon 

your  enech  lo 
National  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N  V  10027 


Send  your  gift  today.  B.H.M.A.  suggests, 
"The  only  gift  too  small  is  no  gift  at  all." 


STREET  ADDRESS- 
CITY _ 


_ ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  _ 


phases:  the  local  church  pastor  trains  in 
Madison  and  returns  to  instruct  a  core  of 
teachers  for  two  years  who  in  turn  teach 
what  they  have  learned  to  larger  groups 
in  the  congregation  for  two  years 

“It  takes  commitment  to  do  this,”  said 
Gordon  Greaves,  editor  of  the  newspaper 
in  Portales.  “I  spend  eight  hours  a  week 
preparing  for  the  class.  But  if  the  people 
I’m  going  to  teach  later  have  to 
memorize  everything  I’m  having  to 
memorize  in  the  training  class,  1  am  not 
sure  they  will  stay  with  it. ’’ 

Mr.  Greaves’  apprehension  apparently 
does  not  bear  out  in  other  UM 
congregations.  The  Rev.  Don  Forsman  of 
Grace  UMC  in  Alamogordo,  whose 
church  is  in  the  third  (congregational) 
phase  of  the  series,  said  more  than  150 
adults  are  involved.  The  Rev.  Harry 
Vanderpool,  senior  minister  of  Central 
UMC,  Albuquerque,  the  first  church  in 
the  conference  to  begin  the  series,  said 
1,103  members  have  participated  during 
the  five  years  the  church  has  conducted 
it.  “I’m  a  great  believer  in  it,”  he  said. 

Not  everyone  enthusiastic 

Not  everyone,  however,  is  enthusiastic 
about  the  series.  United  Methodist 
executives  in  Nashville  give  guarded 
approval.  “With  the  numbers  of  people 
seriously  studying  the  Bible,  who  could 
oppose  that?”  the  Rev.  Ewart  Watts  told 
TM/UMR.  He  is  editor  of  church  school 
publications. 

Still,  he  and  the  Rev.  Horace  R. 
Weaver,  executive  editor  of  adult 
publications,  raised  some  warning  flags 
about  United  Methodist  use  of  the  Bethel 
Series : 

•  It  is  not  the  magic  solution  to  the  need 
for  a  “well-rounded”  adult  Christian 
education  program.  Adults  need 
additional  opportunities  to  learn  about 
modem  society,  the  mission  outreach  of 
the  church,  personal  faith  and  Christian 
doctrine,  as  well  as  the  content  of  the 
Bible,  they  said. 

•  It  is  neither  a  survey  nor  an  indepth 
study  of  all  books  of  the  Bible. 

•  It  omits  any  reference  to  con¬ 
temporary  historical  criticism  or  the 
evidence  of  recent  archeological 
findings. 

•  The  series  should  not  be  considered  a 
replacement  for  Bible  study  among 
adults  in  Sunday  morning  church  school. 

•  It  requires  teaching  by  lecture  and 
memorization,  not  always  the  best 
method  to  study  Scripture. 

•  The  cost  of  the  series  could  place  it 
out  of  reach  for  many  medium  and  small 


membership  congregations. 

•  It  might  find  use  only  by  multi-staffed 
churches  due  to  the  large  amount  of  time 
a  pastor  and  a  core  of  laypersons  must 
devote  to  that  single  part  of  the  church’s 
program. 

Response  to  critics 

An  official  for  the  Bethel  Series  replied 
to  several  of  the  concerns  raised  by  the 
Nashville  executives.  Hal  Hueschen, 
vice-president  of  the  foundation 
responsible  for  the  Bethel  Series,  readily 
admitted  to  TM/UMR  that  it  is  neither  a 
survey  nor  a  depth  study  of  the  books  of 
the  Bible.  Instead,  he  said,  it  is  designed 
to  provide  an  ‘  ‘over-view . ’  ’ 

“We  take  40  major  themes,  20  in  the 
Old  Testament  and  20  in  the  New 
Testament,  to  present  an  over-view  of 
what  the  Bible  is  about.  For  instance," 
he  said,  “the  covenant  with  Abraham  in 
Gen.  12:1-3  is  a  major  theme  of  the  Old 
Testament  which  is  followed  to  its 
fulfillment  in  the  New  Testament.” 

The  cost  for  the  Bethel  Series  is  $975, 
“not  an  unreasonable  fee  for  a  life-time 
enrollment  for  a  congregation.”  Mr. 
Hueschen  explained.  Additional  costs 
involve  travel  expenses  by  congregation¬ 
al  leaders  to  Madison  to  take  the  train¬ 
ing,  expenses  usually  borne  by  the 
by  the  participating  local  church. 

Mr.  Hueschen  also  said  the  Bethel 
Series  was  not  attempting  to  compete 
with  regular  adult  church  school 
curriculum.  Class  time  alone  for  the 
series  takes  at  least  two  hours  a  week, 
time  which  is  usually  unavailable  for  this 
kind  of  study  on  a  Sunday  morning,  he 
stressed. 

Meanwhile,  UM  churches  continue  to 
enroll  in  a  Bible  study  program  that 
started  in  a  downtown  church  by  a  pastor 
who  found  poor  Sunday  school  teaching 
due  to  teachers  who  were  biblically 
uneducated.  The  Rev.  Harley  Swiggum 
developed  the  series  for  his 
congregation,  Bethel  Lutheran  Church  in 
Madison,  in  1959.  Now  he  heads  the  Adult 
Christian  Education  Foundation  which  is 
independent  of  Bethel  Church  and  exists 
primarily  to  promote  the  Bethel  Series. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Dorff,  pastor  of 
Kingswood  UMC,  Clovis,  may  have 
summed  up  the  endorsement  of  the 
Bethel  Series  by  UMs  in  New  Mexico  as 
he  said.  “I  approve  of  the  series  because 
it  gives  laypeople  a  sense  of  the  Bible  as 
a  whole,  and  it  helps  them  see  the  Bible 
as  the  Word  of  God  for  Christian  living 
and  not  simply  as  the  preacher’s  book  on 
Sunday  morning.” 
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Wraps  taken  off  new 
youth  symbol ,  plans 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Re-creation  of  a  visible  youth  organization  within  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  is  progressing  with  the  release  of  a  new  symbol,  plans  for  new 
resources,  and  the  search  for  a  dozen  ^excellent"  local  church  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowships. 

Last  year  youth  from  across  the  church  were  asked  to  submit  ideas  for  a  new 
UMYF  symbol.  Three  were  selected  by  the  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
steering  committee  for  final  vote  by  annual  conference  councils  on  youth  ministry. 
The  new  symbol  incorporates  the  cross  and  flame  symbol  of  the  denomination  and  the 
initials  UMYF. 

Photographs  of  the  new  symbol  for  printing  purposes,  window  decals,  posters, 
banner  patterns,  embroidered  and  iron-on  patches,  and  heat  transfers  are  available 
through  Discipleship  Resources.  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville.  Tenn.  37202. 

Annual  conference  leaders  are  being  asked  to  identify  "excellent”  UMYF  groups 
which  can  be  used  as  examples  of  how  groups  can  organize  and  function.  The  12 
profiles  will  be  used  also  as  the  basis  for  a  new  UMYF  filmstrip.  A  new  UMYF 
handbook  is  scheduled  for  release  early  next  year. 


The  church  today 


Monitoring  report  shows  lots 
of  sex,  profanity  on  TV 

TUPELO,  Miss  (RNS)  —  A  report  on 
programming  on  the  three  major 
commercial  television  networks  for  the 
fall  of  1978  prepared  by  the  National 
Federation  for  Decency  (NFD)  indicates 
that  88  percent  of  all  sex  shown  was 
depicted  outside  marriage. 


People  in  the  news. . . . 


New  congressman  sent  off 

It  was  a  grand  send-off  at  La 
Mirada  UMC  in  California  last  month 
for  one  of  their  own,  Congressman- 
elect  Wayne  Grisham  and  his  wife, 
Millie.  With  banquet  table  sections 
bearing  such  labels  as  "Lame  Duck" 
and  “Pork  Barrel,"  the  Grishams 
were  feasted,  feted  and  presented 
with  a  special  Bible  for  Rep. 
Grisham's  Washington  office.  Only  57 
UM  churches  in  all  the  50  states  can 
boast  a  U.S.  Congressman  among  its 
active  members,  the  congregational 
gathering  was  reminded  —  and 
there’s  no  doubt  about  the  Grisham’s 
activity  at  the  La  Mirada  church.  Mr. 
Grisham  has  just  completed  a  three- 
year  term  as  chairman  of  the 
administrative  board,  after  three 
previous  years  as  a  trustee.  Mrs. 
Grisham  has  regularly  led  the 
greeters  at  the  church  door  on 
Sundays.  During  the  same  period,  the 
new  Congressman  served  first  as  city 
councilman  and  then  mayor  of  La 
Mirada,  while  also  operating  a  large 
real  estate  business. 

Only  the  cross  matters 

Archbishop  Fulton  J.  Sheen 
1  admitted  that  over  the  years  he  has 
become  wiser  by  suffering.  The 
famed  Roman  Catholic  preacher 
discussed  suffering  and  his  recent 
open  heart  surgery  on  a  television 
program.  "Not  by  studying  alone,"  he 


said.  “Not  by  experience.  But  by 
suffering.  Suffering  is  the  great  river 
of  wisdom.  If  one  wants  counsel,  the 
best  one  to  go  to  is  either  a  saint  or 
someone  who  is  suffering.”  He  said 
whal  he  learned  from  his  ordeal  was  a 
reaffirmation  of  his  faith  “nothing 
else  matters  except  the  cross." 

Longest  sermon :  93  hours 
The  Rev.  Donald  Thomas,  a 
minister  of  occult  sciences  and  the 
philosophy  of  health  and  martial  arts, 
preached  a  93-hour  marathon  sermon, 
which  he  claims  broke  the  sermon 
record  of  72  hours  listed  in  the 
Guinness  Book  of  World  Records.  He 
preached  at  the  Tree  of  Life 
Bookstore  in  Harlem.  His  aims  in  the 
marathon,  he  said,  were  to  call 
attention  to  the  serious  educational 
problems  of  blacks  and  others  in  the 
inner  city,  to  document  the  fact  that 
problems  can  be  overcome  and 
almost  incredible  feats  can  be  done  by 
the  human  body,  and  to  protest  plans 
to  tear  down  the  Tree  of  Life  building 

“Funny  feeling”  pays  off 

“There’s  a  funny  feeling  inside  me 
saying,  “Read  more,  read  more,'  ” 
says  third  grader  Ronda  Sells  of 
Shelby,  Ohio  —  a  “feeling”  that  paid 
off  recently  for  the  local  Multiple 
Sclerosis  (MS)  Society  when  Ronda 
read  200  books  and  raised  a  whopping 
$251  to  win  the  Society’s  Read-A-Thon 


Honda  Sells 

Also  a  winner  last  year  with  130  books, 
the  nine-year-old  set  her  goal  for  200 
this  year  “because  I  was  afraid 
someone  would  try  to  read  as  many 
books  as  I  did  last  year,"  she 
confesses.  Read-A-Thon  is  a  program 
in  which  sponsors  pay  readers  for 
each  book  they  read,  with  all 
donations  going  to  MS.  An  avid  reader 
anyway,  Ronda  says  it  was  only 
natural  for  her  to  help  people 
suffering  from  MS  just  by  spending 
time  at  her  favorite  hobby  Ronda ‘s 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Harry  Sells, 
are  active  members  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shelby. 


The  report  also  shows  that  in  beverage 
consumption,  alcohol  was  used  more 
than  ten  times  higher  than  the  next 
favored  beverage  —  coffee. 

According  to  the  research  findings. 
ABC  was  the  top  programmer  of  sex, 
while  CBS  was  the  top  network  for 
profanity. 

The  results  of  the  monitoring  study 
were  based  on  762.5  hours  of  prime-time 
network  programming  viewed  between 
Sept.  10  and  Dec.  2. 

The  Rev  Donald  Wildmon,  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  heads  NFD. 
Women’s  Division 
representatives  to  travel  to  China 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  A  24-person 
delegation  from  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM)  will  arrive  in  Peking 
on  Mar  1,  and  hopes  to  participate  in 
ceremonies  opening  the  American 
Embassy  there 

According  to  Annette  Hutchins-Felder, 
the  division’s  executive  secretary  for 
development  education,  the  delegation 
will  spend  16  days  in  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China  and  then  move  to  India 
for  eight  days. 

Material  gathered  by  the  delegation 
will  be  used  in  10  follow-up  workshops  in  ; 
the  U.S.  later  this  year  on  the  theme 
“From  World  Understanding  to  World 
Development.” 

Soviet  church  leader 
elected  world  council  president 

KINGSTON,  Jamaica  (EPS)  —  His 
Holiness  Ilia,  Patriarch  of  the  Georgian 
Orthodox  Church,  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
has  been  elected  by  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC)  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the 
Council’s  presidential  ranks  left  by  the 
death  of  H.  E  Metropolitan  Nikodim. 
The  WCC  has  six  presidents. 

The  Churchof  Georgia,  of  which  he  is 
head,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Christendom, 
having  been  founded  in  the  early  first 
century  when,  through  the  missionary 
activities  of  the  female  Saint  Nino,  the 
then  King  of  Georgia  was  converted  to 
Christianity. 
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Rights  seen  only  one 
part  of  Koreanmission 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  South  Korean  Christians 
have  launched  a  new  beginning  in 
mission  and  evangelization  with  an 
agenda  for  human  rights  which  is  more 
far  reaching  than  some  U.S.  mission 
officials  “suppose,”  a  leading  Korean 
Methodist  said  here  last  week. 

The  Rev.  Kang  Byoung  Hoon,  pastor  of 
the  large  Namsan  Methodist  Church  in 
Seoul  and  a  missions  official  of  the 
autonomous  Korean  Methodist  Church, 
told  TM/UMR  that  officials  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
New  York  “suppose  that  human  rights  in 
South  Korea  is  the  mission  of  the  church. 
Human  rights  is  one  of  our  missions  but 
that  means  not  only  opposing  the 
government  but  also  working  for 
something.” 

Mr.  Kang  said  the  church-sponsored 
Urban  Industrial  Mission’s  much 
publicized  criticism  of  South  Korea’s 
Park  government,  its  protests  and 
imprisoned  leaders  are  a  part  of  what  the 
church  is  about  in  the  Republic  of  Korea 
but  far  from  the  whole  story. 

Stories  in  the  U.S.  church  press  about 
the  Korean  intelligence  agency  (KCIA) 
spying  on  Christian  leaders  do  not 
represent  the  common  experience  of 
churchpersons,  Mr.  Kang  said.  The 
Urban  Industrial  Mission  has  drawn 
surveillance  because  it  has  publicly  and 
repeatedly  denounced  the  president  and 
the  government.  He  said  “any 
government  suspects  persons  or  groups 
who  act  like  that  and  will  also  suspect 
persons  from  other  places  who  come  to 
visit  them." 

He  criticized  the  industrial  mission  for 
“one-sidedness”  in  its  total  support  for 
workers  rights  without  giving  any 
consideration  to  businessmen’s  legiti¬ 
mate  concerns.  He  said  the  mission 
has  stated  repeatedly  that  it  did  not  care 
if  factories  had  to  shut  down  or  be  forced 
out  of  business. 

In  defense  of  the  mission,  however,  he 
said  he  believes  the  government  is 
coming  to  “appreciate”  workers’ 
complaints  and  that  salaries  are 
improving. 

“There  are  a  lot  of  suffering  people 
here  —  not  only  those  who  are  in  jail,"  he 
continued.  Instead  of  demonstrations 
against  the  government,  Mr.  Kang 
believes  in  demonstrations  of  human 
development  in  the  villages. 

“Creative  criticism,”  he  believes,  “is 
demonstrating  what  we  speak  and 
preach  in  the  community  just  as  Jesus 
did.” 

Mr.  Kang  said  the  South  Korean 
Methodist  General  Conference  adopted 
his  proposal  in  1974  for  a  nation-wide 
mission  effort  to  result  in  one  million 
members  and  5,000  churches  by  1985,  the 
centennial  of  Methodism  in  Korea. 

In  the  last  four  years  membership  has 
doubled  to  about  700,000  and  500  new 
congregations  have  been  added  for  a 
total  of  2,200.  Other  Christian  churches 
have  adopted  the  evangelization 
campaign  as  well  and  together  they  hope 
to  have  10  million  Christians  and  50,000 
churches  by  1985  —  both  Protestant  and 
Catholic. 


Classified 


COKESBURY  BOOK  STORE  has  job  opening  for 
qualified  person  in  church  supplies  Retail 
experience  necessary  Send  resume  to:  Cokes  bury, 
730  West  Hampden,  Englewood,  Col.  80110 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  EDUCATION/ 
YOUTH:  Church  of  1100  members,  near  four  higher 
education  institutions,  in  the  "Land  Between  the 
Lakes"  area  Someone  to  lead  in  the  building  of  a 
strong  Christian  education  program  and  youth 
ministry.  Salary  to  begin  $11,000;  needed  by  July  1, 
1979  Contact  Rev.  W.  A  Adams.  Box  25.  Paris.  Tenn. 
382-12.  Phone  ( 901 1  642-4764.  


MUSIC  DIRECTOR  Part-time.  St.  Stephen  United 
Methodist  Church.  2520  Oates  Drive,  Mesquite,  Tex. 
75150  Phone  <214  )  279-3552.  Classical  and  popular 
experience  needed. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT 
Ministries:  Belle  Meade  United  Methodist  Church 
Nashville,  Tenn.  2100  members,  six  professional 
staff  Excellent  salary  negotiable  Available  June  1. 
Contact:  Dr  Edward  Crump.  121  Davidson  Road, 
Nashville,  Tenn  37205 


BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR.  FCBA.  UMCBA 
available  for  position  with  large  church  or  church- 
related  organization.  Seven  years  experience  in  2500 
member.  $400,000- budget  church  Located  Dallas 
area  <214  )  596-5066. 


WESLEY  TOUR  -  BRITISH  ISLES  16  days.  $1178. 
departing  Chicago  July  2.  Contact  Carlton  Forshee. 
Superintendent.  3410  Greysolon  Place,  Duluth.  Minn 
55804 


“The  church  is  so  alive.  People  have . 
suffered  so  long  they  are  eager  to  build 
up  the  church  and  they  are  giving 
donations  to  do  that.” 

A  “weak  point”  in  the  church,  he 
admitted,  is  that  it  has  been  “a  little 
neglectful  of  social  activism."  Mr.  Kang 
said  "just  starting  new  churches  is  not 
the  final  goal.”  The  effort  must  be  linked 
with  enabling  each  church  to  serve  its 
community  and  gain  a  global  view. 

Mr.  Kang  also  wears  the  hat  of 
Director  of  the  Institute  of  Cultural 
Affairs:  Korea,  an  international 
religious  movement  dedicated  to  human 
development  at  the  village  level.  He 
described  a  project  begun  three  years 
ago  in  a  village  on  Jeju  Island  —  a 
remote  island  where  people  were  living 
in  poverty  and  isolation  just  as  they  had 
lived  300  years  ago. 

“We  didn’t  tell  the  villagers  we  were 
Christian  when  we  started,”  he  said. 
“But  at  the  end  of  three  years  of  working 
very  hard  with  the  villagers  without 
financial  reward,  they  said,  ‘We  suppose 
this  is  a  Christian  group’  and  they  asked 
for  a  church  in  that  village.”  (There  are 
35,000  villages  in  the  nation.) 

He  admitted  that  his  fellow  Methodists 
were  skeptical  at  first  because  the 
projects  appeared  to  be  outside  the 
church’s  traditional  role  of  saving  souls. 
But  today  bishops  of  the  church  are 
assigning  pastors  to  such  projects  which 
Mr.  Kang  calls  “actualizing  the  Gospel  in 
the  real  world.” 

The  village  emphasis  also  has  the 
government’s  interest  because  the  South 
Korean  government  has  sponsored  its 
own  Sae  Maul  Undong  (new  village 
movement)  for  the  last  seven  years.  Mr. 
Kang  said  95  percent  of  the  “success 
stories”  in  that  movement  are  led  by 
Christians  “because  if  the  leaders  are 
not  Christian  they  cannot  lay  down  their 
whole  life.” 

The  normalization  of  relations  between 
China  and  the  U.S.  also  means  “a  new 
beginning”  for  the  two  nations  of  Korea, 
Mr.  Kang  believes.  Koreans  were  "very 
observant”  of  Chinese  Vice-Premier 
Teng  Hsiao-ping’s  recent  visit  to  the 
United  States  in  an  attempt  to  determine 
what  the  two  great  powers  may  have  in 
mind  for  their  country. 

Both  North  Korea  and  the  Republic  of 
Korea  have  already  agreed  to  reopen 
reunification  negotiations  —  with  the 
encouragement  of  their  respective  allies. 
The  Korean  pastor  said  there  is 
“anticipation”  that  the  divided  land 
might  conceivably  be  reunited  in  five  to 
10  years. 
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Boardsays  missionary 
goal  cannot  be  met 


Begin  with  goodbye 


NEW  YORK  —  Starr  Kinsey 
embraces  a  neighbor  goodbye  as  she 
and  her  family  leave  a  familiar 
neighborhood  and  move  to  a  new 
home  on  the  West  Coast  in  a  scene 
from  a  six-part  documentary  series 
produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

The  grief  which  all  persons 
experience  in  life’s  separations  and 
losses  is  the  theme  of  “Begin  With 
Goodbye.”  Eli  Wallach,  theater  and 
film  actor,  hosts  the  series. 

The  segments  emphasize 
movement  from  grief  to  new 
beginnings  as  a  family  moves  from 
the  East  coast  to  the  West;  a  man  is 
laid  off  from  his  job;  a  widow  forges 
her  independent  identity  after  her 


husband's  death;  a  woman  loses  a 
breast  through  surgery;  and  a  man 
totally  changes  his  life  following  a 
heart  attack.  Other  episodes  deal  with 
physical  death. 

Nelson  Price,  head  of  the  church's 
division  of  public  media,  says  “Often 
the  sunset  of  a  relationship  or  period 
of  life  precedes  the  sunrise  of  new 
friendships  and  experiences.  Through 
this  series,  the  church  will  enable 
persons  to  focus  on  their  own 
experience  and  goodbyes,  raising 
some  ultimate  life  questions  which 
each  must  face  and  resolve.” 

The  series  is  on  film  and  video  tape 
and  will  be  shown  on  public  television 
this  year. 

UMC  PHOTO 


In  Southern  church 


‘Liberalism’ still  out 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

GREENVILLE,  S.C.-The  “Old 
South”  is  not  becoming  more  "lib¬ 
eral”  —  either  politically  or  theolog¬ 
ically.  And  just  as  it  has  “deserted  the 
liberal  Democratic  party,”  it  is  likely  to 
turn  away  from  the  “social  activist 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

That's  the  analysis  and  prediction  of  a 
political  sociologist  in  Southern  cities 
who  recently  addressed  85  United 
Methodist  urban  workers  here  on  the 
subject  of  “Emerging  Political  Realities 
of  Southern  Cities.” 

“There  is  no  new  white  liberal  class 


~Book  review ~ 


UM  doctor  maps  route 
of  mission  in  Korea 


1968  CHEW'  60-PASSENGER  BUS  Runs  great 
Bluebird  coach,  top  rack,  new  rubber  and  paint 
$3,400  <  214  )  424-6467  or  423-4506 


"With  Stethoscope  In  Asia:  Korea”  by 
Sherwood  Hall,  M.D..  1978  ,  637  pp.. 
$15.95,  MCL  Associates  (purchased  only 
by  mail:  P.O.  Box  26,  McLean,  Va.  22101. 
plus  $1.25  postage  and  handling) 

By  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 
Should  you  have  the  time  and  interest 
to  let  a  United  Methodist  doctor  take  you 
on  a  long  route  that  is  full  of  surprises 
and  intimate  family  experiences, 
sometimes  becoming  a  “road  of  broken 
glass,”  he  will  show  you  what  missionary 
service  is  all  about  —  or  should  be. 

Dr.  Sherwood  Hall  has  done  the  now 
beleaguered  Land  of  Morning  Calm  a 
deserved  favor  by  writing  his 
appreciative  biography,  “With  Stetho¬ 
scope  in  Asia:  Korea.”  A  beautiful  book 
of  637  pages,  it  is  rich  in  authentic 
history,  detailed  because  of  the  author’s 
prodigious  memory  supported  by  diaries 
and  letters,  and  handsomely  illustrated. 

The  book  is  actually  the  account  of  four 
medical  doctors  in  the  same  family, 
Sherwood  Hall  and  his  physician  wife 
and  Sherwood’s  physician  parents.  Their 
combined  service  in  Korea  stretched 
across  50  years,  1890  to  1940. 

Readers  will  have  a  hard  time  putting 
the  book  down.  You  will  come  to  know 
Dr.  Hall  and  his  wife,  Marian,  far  better 
than  my  wife  and  I  did  when  we  met 
them  in  person  in  their  home  and  hospital 
near  Jaipur,  India,  in  1963.  There,  as  in 
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"INSIDE"  ALASKA 
july  17  -  August  1 

Really  see  the  "inside"  of  Alaska!  We  visit 
Anchorage,  Mt.  McKinley  National  Park,  Fair¬ 
banks,  Juneau,  and  the  Alcan  Highway.  An¬ 
other  adventure  takes  us  to  Nome  and  Kotze¬ 
bue,  above  the  Arctic  Circle,  seeing  Eskimos 
in  their  real  environment.  Also,  an  invigorating 
3-day  cruise  along  the  Alaskan  Coast. 


TREASURE  WEST 
August  14-29 

This  new  adventure  begins  by  flying  to  Denver. 
Visit  the  Air  Force  Academy  and  Colorado 
Springs.  On  to  Wyoming  and  South  Dakota. 
See  the  faces  of  Mt.  Rushmore,  the  stark  beauty 
of  the  Badlands,  the  grandeur  of  the  majestic 
Grand  Tetons  and  Yellowstone  National  Park. 
Even  a  stay  in  Salt  Lake  City  before  flying  home. 


These  lours  are  all  escorted  and  the  price  all-inclusive,  with  3  meets  a  day,  deluxe  and  first 
class  accommodations,  transportation,  and  gratuities.  Enjoy  the  advantages  ol  group  travel  I 


Write: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 

2200  Victory  Parkway  H 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206  Name - 

Other  tour  folders  I  would  like  to  Address— 
receive  when  available:  □  Orient 

□  Alpine  □  Alaska  □  Hawaii  City  &  State— 


Please  send  me  the  following  folder(s): 

□  INSIDE  ALASKA  □  TREASURE  WEST 


I 

I  □  Balkan/Greek  Isles  Reg  Ohio  Travel  Agent  #TA0137  (pleasepnnU 


Zip— 


Sherwood’s  native  Korea  (for  he  was 
born  in  Korea  of  missionary  doctor 
parents)  they  used  the  stethoscope  to 
preach  the  gospel  of  health  and  healing. 
But  it  was  only  after  they  laid  aside  their 
stethoscopes  that  they  had  time  to  write. 

They  started  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  New  York  City  slums  where  no  cellar 
was  too  damp  and  no  garret  too  high.  In 
Korea  they  visited  thatched  hovels  on 
house  calls,  and  established  clinics  and 
sanitoriums  with  all  the  fervor  of 
“barefoot  doctors”  without  the  revolu¬ 
tion.  They  defied  traditions  and  customs, 
teaching  people  not  to  eat  dog  soup  and 
not  to  treat  deaf  mutes  as  imbeciles 
dependent  on  animal  instincts  but  with 
some  fortune,  persons  with  telling 
potentialities.  They  served  milk  with  tea 
to  prove  that  everything  coming  from 
cows  was  not  filthy. 

Performing  the  Christian  commission 
to  heal  the  sick  often  put  them  into 
conflict  with  the  authorities,  civil  as  well 
as  military.  Dr.  Hall  often  became 
frustrated  by  his  repeated  trips  to  the 
chief  of  the  gendarmery,  but  he  consoled 
himself  with  the  thought:  “In  my  calmer 
moments.  I  realized  that  not  all  Japanese 
civilians  were  ‘good  guys’  and  not  all 
military  personnel  ‘bad  guys.'  As  a 
Christian  I  realized  I  must  hate  the  sin 
and  love  the  sinner.” 

As  political  tensions  stepped  up,  the 
Halls  joined  no  political  parties,  refused 
to  become  involved  in  revolutions,  big  or 
little. 

But  there  was  “undercover  work”  to 
be  done;  for  example,  what  Dr.  Hall 
called  “the  whispers  of  war  through  my 
stethoscope." 

In  1939,  he  writes,  the  Japanese 
silenced  the  shortwave/radio  wireless 
that  kept  the  missionaries  in  Korea 
somewhat  aware  of  international 
happenings.  The  long  range  radio 
continued  to  shout  about  Japan's 
victories.  Students  of  the  Haiju  Boys 
School  were  required  to  go  to  the  stations 
to  pay  honor  to  the  white  boxes 
containing  the  ashes  of  Japanese  dead, 
and  to  cheer  new  recruits.  The  mail  was 
heavily  censored. 

One  dark  night,  after  making  sure  no 
prowlers  were  around  the  house, 
extinguishing  lights,  locking  doors,  and 
pulling  down  dark  shades  intended  for 
air  raid  alarms,  Dr.  Hall  turned  on  the 
radio  and  listened  through  his 
stethoscope.  Faintly  he  heard  Shanghai. 
The  news  was  far  different  from  the 
propaganda  the  Japanese  were  feeding 
them. 

Soon  he  and  Marian  were  treating  the 
wounded  of  those  whom  the  stethoscope 
had  told  them  about. 

Bishop  Nall.  TM/UMR  contributing 
editor  and  retired  United  Methodist 
bishop,  lives  in  Clearwater.  Fla.  He 
served  the  church  in  Hong  Kong-Taiwan 
in  1968-72. 


emerging  in  the  South,”  says  Dr.  Don 
Aiesi,  political  science  professor  at 
Southern  Baptist-related  Furman 
University.  “If  anything,  the  South  is 
becoming  more  conservative  than  ever 
before.  A  church  which  stresses  social 
activist  stances  is  in  for  hard  times.  ” 

Dr.  Aiesi  says  there  are  three  distinct 
groups  the  church  —  or  anyone  else 
working  in  the  South— must  come  to 
grips  with:  (1)  the  white  middle  and 
upper-middle  class;  (2)  white  “have- 
nots”;  and  (3)  black  “have-nots.” 

“The  blacks  are  the  only  ones  with  any 
sympathy  for  liberal  social  stances,”  Dr. 
Aiesi  told  the  urban  workers,  “and  the 
black  population  in  Southern 
metropolitan  areas— unlike  the  popular 
myth— is  declining.  Meanwhile,  the 
white,  conservative  population  is  on  the 
rise.” 

Dr.  Aiesi  says  that  any  church  strategy 
will  fail  in  the  South  unless  it  is  three¬ 
pronged  and  intentional  about 
ministering  to  all  three  groups.  He  says 
that,  in  particular,  if  white  middle-class 
United  Methodists  do  not  “at  least”  see  a 
pastoral  approach  along  with  the  social 
activism,  they  will  reject  the  church. 

But  while  he  believes  Southerners  in 
general  will  reject  social  welfare  efforts, 
he  also  believes  United  Methodists  can 
“pull  it  off,  if  it  is  possible.” 

“If  United  Methodists  are  careful  not 
to  foresake  pastoral  efforts  in  order  to  do 
social  work,  the  South  might  buy  it  to 
some  degree,”  he  said.  “At  least 
Southern  United  Methodists  working  in 
communities  where  they  live  have  a  far 
greater  chance  for  success  than  persons 
from  elsewhere  who  come  as  outsiders  to 
try  to  do  something." 

Dr.  Aiesi  made  his  comments  during  a 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Urban  Worker 
Network  which  met  here  Jan.  30— Feb.  1. 
(See  TM/UMR,  Feb.  9.)  The  network  is  a 
fellowship  of  urban  workers  from 
throughout  the  Southeast. 

Funds  boost 
access  for 
handicapped 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Ten  grants  of 
$500  each  are  being  offered  to  United 
Methodist  churches  which  submit  a  plan 
for  making  their  church  building  or 
program  accessible  to  people  with 
handicapping  conditions. 

Deadline  for  submitting  proposals  in 
April  6,  according  to  the  denomination’s 
Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries,  which  is  making  the  grants 
from  the  Daisy  M.  Kendall  Fund. 

Acknowledging  the  grants  are  small, 
June  Shimokawa  of  the  division’s  staff 
said,  “Installation  of  earphones  alone 
will  not  make  a  church  accessible. 
Applicants  must  show  how  their  local 
church  plans  to  incorporate  this 
accessibility  feature  within  a  larger  plan 
of  access.” 

Physical  access  may  involve  access  to 
buildings  or  rooms,  facilities-equipment 
installed  in  rooms  or  halls,  earphones, 
shortening  pews  so  persons  in 
wheelchairs  may  sit  in  the  congregation. 
Program  access  might  involve  large- 
print  materials,  signers  for  the  deaf, 
orientation  of  church  members  to 
handicapping  conditions,  letting  the 
community  know  all  people  are  welcome 
to  participate  in  worship. 

Application  forms  for  grants  are 
available  from  the  division's  office, 
Room  350,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  10027. 

At  its  meeting  here  Feb.  1-3  the  Task 
Force  on  the  Church  and  Handicapped 
Persons  put  into  final  form  a  theological 
statement  it  plans  to  submit  to  the  spring 
meeting  of  the  division  for  adoption 


STONY  POINT,  NY.  (RNS)  - 
Directors  of  the  World  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  concluded  at  a  meeting  here 
that  a  goal  of  750  overseas  missionaries 
by  1980,  set  at  a  1977  meeting,  will  not  be 
met. 

While  describing  the  goal  as 
“unrealistic  and  unfeasible”  the  Rev. 
L.M.  McCoy,  assistant  general  secretary 
for  development,  also  stressed  that  “this 
is  not  a  decision  to  reduce  the  missionary 
force.” 

He  explained  that  “we  have  simply 
said  we  do  not  have  the  resources  to 
support  750  missionaries  and  still 
maintain  a  responsible  level  of  support  to 
colleague  churches  and  ecumenical 
agencies." 

As  of  the  beginning  of  1979,  the  World 
Division  was  supporting  646  U.S. 
missionaries  serving  overseas.  Its 
Research  and  Development  Committee 
had  proposed  a  1980  figure  of  550  full- 
salaried  missionaries  and  50  on 
alternative  funding  for  1980  before  the 
directors  met  here. 

Florence  Little,  World  Division 
treasurer,  said,  “The  division  finds  it 
necessary  to  reduce  the  budget  for  1980 

Legislation 
urged  for 
small  church 

RUBIDOUX,  Calif.— Representatives 
of  15  small  churches  here  proclaimed 
recently  that  “Small  Churches  are 
Beautiful"  —  and  called  for  a  number  of 
1980  General  Conference  actions  to  back 
up  that  contention. 

At  a  celebration  here,  Riverside 
District  participants  heralded  the 
heritage,  accomplishments  and  goals  of 
small  churches,  according  to  “Circuit 
West,”  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR.  But  they  agreed  on 
further  measures  needed  to  boost  the 
effectiveness  of  those  churches, 
including: 

•  a  redefinition  of  part-time  ministry  ; 

•  possible  extension  of  the  eight-year 
limit  for  local  pastors  when  that 
limitation  leaves  a  church  with  no  pastor 
at  all; 

•  discretion  to  add  three  non-members 
to  an  administrative  board,  to  enhance 
the  leadership  potential  in  a  small 
church. 

A  new  Disciplinary  provision  to  let 
small  churches  consolidate  their 
organizational  structures  makes  sense, 
the  35  persons  agreed,  but  without 
guidelines  it  has  resulted  in  “a 
bewildering  variety  of  solutions"  which 
hamper  communication  and  ways  to 
match  needs  with  resources. 

They  also  linked  membership  decline 
in  the  UMC  to  “neglect  of  congregational 
development  in  smaller  communities,” 
and  agreed  that  ways  to  assure  more 
leadership,  both  clergy  and  lay,  must  be 
found. 

At  an  event  which  included  workshops 
and  addresses  on  every  facet  of  small 
church  life,  the  group  flagged  the 
possibility  of  a  conference-wide  small 
church  caucus,  a  newsletter  for  small 
churches  and  a  resource  bank  as  ways  of 
strengthening  communications  in  a 
heavily-small  church  area.  Riverside 
District  includes  24  churches  (40.6 
percent)  with  fewer  than  200  members. 
More  than  one-half  its  churches  have 
fewer  than  300  members. 

Riverside  District  Superintendent,  the 
Rev.  Galal  Gough,  in  a  keynote  address 
on  “What’s  Ahead  for  Small  Churches  on 
the  Riverside  District?”  reported 
significant  growth  in  several  small 
churches  and  told  participants  small 
churches  are  able  to  play  a  unique  role  in 
enhancing  community  life,  providing 
services,  housing  civic  meetings  and 
offering  special  ministries. 


because  reserves  which  have  been  used 
over  the  past  five  years  to  support  the 
budget  have  been  depleted.  We  must 
attempt  to  live  within  current  income ; 
received  through  regular  church 
channels.” 

As  a  result,  Mr.  McCoy  commented, 
"the  regional  staff  must  see  whether  we 
can  hold  to  the  600  figure  with  changes  in 
form  of  support  and  possibilities  for  new 
income.” 

Ms.  Little  said  that  although  the  entire 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  been 
getting  some  $11  million  from  World 
Service  (UMC’s  basic  program  fund) 
each  year  for  the  last  several  years,  the 
percentage  granted  to  the  World  Division 
has  declined  from  27.8  per  cent  in  1977  to 
25.7  per  cent  in  1979. 

This  has  happened  at  the  same  time 
that  the  cost  of  keeping  missionaries  in 
the  field  has  increased  through  inflation 
in  some  countries  and  the  declining  value 
of  the  U.S.  dollar  on  world  markets. 

The  World  Division  has  a  projected 
1979  budget  of  $14.3  million.  Originally, 
the  figure  proposed  for  missionary 
personnel  was  $9.8  million,  but  the 
directors  decided  here  to  reduce  it  to  $9.4 
million. 

The  Rev.  James  H.  Snedeker, 
missionary-in-residence  at  World: 
Division  headquarters  in  New  York,  did 
not  anticipate  that  the  cutbacks  would 
necessitate  “a  drastic  recall  of 
missionaries  from  their  places  of  work.”  : 
Rather,  he  said,  “if  reductions  are: 
necessary,  they  will  be  accomplished 
through  attrition  —  retirement  or 
withdrawal.  Beyond  that,  some 
missionaries  coming  home  on  furlough 
may  not  be  able  to  return  to  their  field  of 
service.” 

UM  exec  raps 
6 electronic 
church 9 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  While 
affirming  that  “responsible  religious 
groups”  must  use  the  electronic  medium 
to  communicate  the  Gospel,  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  chief  communica¬ 
tions  executive  has  expressed  concern 
about  a  future  “electronic  church”  which 
"pulls  people  away  from  local  churches 
and  face-to-face  encounter.” 

The  Rev.  Curtis  A.  Chambers  said  he 
fears  “the  substitution  of  an 
undemanding  kind  of  commitment  to  the 
church  and  its  mission  with  no  person-to- 
person  involvement  which  always  has 
been  characteristic  of  the  Christian 
community  of  faith.  ” 

Dr.  Chambers  stated  his  views  on  the 
“electronic  church”  —  the  growing 
number  of  religious  radio  and  television 
programs  and  stations— in  a  letter  to  the 
editor  Jan.  27  in  the  Dayton  Daily  News. 
The  newspaper  had  carried  an  editorial, 
titled  “Praise  the  Lord  and  Send 
Money,”  on  religious  radio  and  TV 
programming. 

Dr.  Chambers  is  general  secretary  of 
United  Methodist  Communications, 
headquartered  here. 

“Our  problem  in  the  mainline 
denominations  is  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  benevolences  which  we  receive  go 
into  the  caring  kind  of  ministries  to  heal, 
feed  and  comfort  the  afflicted  of  the 
world,”  Dr.  Chambers  wrote.  “The 
‘electronic  church’  at  its  worst  uses  its 
revenues  simply  to  perpetuate  its  radio 
or  television  programming  which 
themselves  become  their  own  ministries. 

“I  am  sure  that  good  is  being  done 
through  some  of  these  independent 
programs  in  the  electronic  media.  But 
the  local  church— the  community  of 
believers— is  an  essential  part  of  our 
Christian  faith  and  life,  and  the 
electronic  church  can  never  substitute 
for  the  personal  encounter  and  resultant 
influence  in  society  which  is  best 
nurtured  in  that  involvement.” 


Books  for  Young  Readers 
from 

Bettie  Wilson 

SOMMER  OF 

JUBILEE 


RIVER  OF  FIRE-TWO  girls, 
one  a  young  pioneer 
and  the  other  a  runaway 
slave,  struggle  to  survive 
together  in  the  Alabama 
wilderness.  No  one  who 
reads  River  of  Fire  is  apt 
to  forget  the  reality  of  a 
friendship  which  trans¬ 
cends  time  and  place. .  . 
a  first  rate  piece  of  story 
telling.  —  Madeleine 
L  Engle.  ($1.95) 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF 
THE  TELL— in  Israel, 
an  American 
archaeologist's  son 
discovers  mystery 
and  adventure  when 
he  is  befriended  by 
an  Arab  boy.  ($1.50) 


SUMMER  OF  JUBILEE 

—Young  Marte  sees  a 
miserable  summer 
turn  into  a  cele¬ 
bration  in  spite  of 
her  handicaps:  an 
artificial  leg,  a  new 
hometown,  and  a 
cantankerous  cousin. 
($1.50) 


Bettie  Wilson  story  is  Coordinator  of  Com¬ 
munication  for  the  Central  Illinois  Conference, 
editor  of  the  Central  il  edition  of  the 
Reporter,  and  Director  of  the  il  Wesleyan 
university  Annual  writers  Conference.  She  Is 
the  daughter  of  a  UMC  minister  (Ala/W.  Fla 
Conf.)  and  the  wife  of  a  UMC  minister  (Cent/lL 
Conf.) 


Available  through  your  local  cokesbury  Bookstores. 
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A  Seashore  Retreat  Planned  For  Women 


ecil  R.  Matthews 


A  unique  opportunity  is  being  offered 
to  local  women  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference:  A  retreat  stressing  "Living 
Personal  Commitment.  ’’ 

This  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en's  Conference  is  set  for  the  weekend 
of  March  23-25,  1979,  at  the  Seashore 
Methodist  Assembly  in  Biloxi,  Miss. 

The  gathering  is  planned  with 
complete  informality  in  mind  in  a  setting 
that  lends  itself  to  comfortable  clothes 
and  outdoor  appreciation.  At  the  same 
time,  two  outstanding  women  leaders 
will  structure  a  community  that  provides 
time  for  individual  reflection  as  well  as 


corporate  worship. 

Mrs.  Lois  Kohler,  a  member  of  the 
Women’s  Division  staff  of  the  Nashville 
region,  and  Mrs.  Cecil  R  Matthews  of 
Lubbock.  Texas,  a  member-at-large  of 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  will  be  the  keynote 
speakers. 

Registration  will  be  from  4  to  6  p.m. 
Friday,  March  23,  in  the  headquarters’ 
building,  Arlean  Hall.  The  evening  meal 
will  be  served  at  6  Luncheon  on  Sunday, 
March  25.  will  bring  the  event  to  a  close. 


at  Leggett  Memorial  UMC,  which  is  a 
part  of  the  Seashore  Methodist  Assembly 
complex  and  is  known  as  "the  friendly 
church  on  the  beach." 

The  registration  fee  of  $36  includes  two 
nights  lodging,  six  meals,  registration 
fee  and  three  booklets  for  pre-reading. 
The  booklets  and  a  further  sheet  of 
information  will  be  sent  following  receipt 
of  the  registration  fee.  “Faith  and 
Wisdom,"  "Prayer  and  Hope,"  and  "To 
Live  is  to  Choose,”  are  the  three  booklets 
to  be  sent. 


Spfting  for  the  general  sessions  will  be  Because  of  space  limitations  < 


can  attend  the  event.  Registrations  for 
the  retreat  will  be  numbered  and 
honored  in  the  order  of  their  receipt.  A 
waiting  list  will  be  kept  in  the  event  that 
some  among  the  first  registrants  need  to 
drop  out. 

Under  the  chairmanship  of  Mrs. 
Walter  H.  Brock,  Conference  vice 
president,  a  steering  committee  of  16 
women  have  been  busy  for  several 
months  planning  this  retreat. 

Included  in  the  weekend  schedule  are 
times  for  personal  walking,  prayer, 
meditation  and  quiet  times  of  reflection. 
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‘Step  By  Step’ 

New  Film  Is  Here 


“Step  by  Step,"  a  new  film  created  in 
honor  of  the  Year  of  the  Child,  has  just 
arrived  at  the  Conference  Resource 
Center,  P.  0.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La 

The  film  interprets  the  world  of 
childhood  —  as  it  was,  as  it  exists  and  as 
it  might  be.  Distinctive  animated  colored 
portraits  of  children  of  every  race  and 
nationality  are  accompanied  by 
children’s  voices  chanting  in  Spanish  and 
French  with  key  phrases  spoken  in 
English. 

Viewers  see  the  bleakness  of  childhood 
throughout  history,  the  full  range  of 
childhood  experiences  —  from  poverty  to 
plenty,  work  to  leisure,  and  the 
possibilities  of  the  future  when  the  basic 
rights  of  children  are  recognized  by  us 
all. 

This  11-minute,  color  film  is  for  use  in 
parent  and  teacher  education  and 
psychology  and  will  appeal  to  high  school 
youth  as  well  as  adults. 

Editorially  Speaking 


International  Year 
Of  The  Child 

The  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
has  proclaimed  1979  as  “ International 
Year  of  the  Child."  so  that  all  countries, 
poor  and  rich,  focus  on  Children's 
concerns. 


Too  Little  Said . . . 


"The  Moral  Teaching  of  Paul,”  by  Vic¬ 
tor  Paul  Furnish  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  is  another  contribution  to  the 
many  recently  published  books  on  the 
moral  life.  As  such,  it  is  one  more  sign  of 
a  growing  effort  to  recover  responsible 
moral  reflection  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

For  several  years,  the  church  has  said 
too  little  about  the  moral  life.  We  have 
feared  some  might  be  tempted  to  believe 
they  could  be  saved  through  behaving 
morally  rather  than  through  faith  in 
Christ.  We  have  worried  lest  we  have  a 
moral  code  too  narrow  and  too  negative. 
We  have  been  concerned  lest  Christians 
use  their  moral  values  as  a  basis  for 
passing  judgment  on  others,  a  distinctly 
non-Christian  attitude. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  we  have 
tended  to  forget  our  vital  need  for 
continuing  reflection  on  the  moral  life 
and  for  regular  moral  guidance  for  daily 
living.  Now  Furnish  and  others  are 
helping  us  recover  this  neglected 
dimension.  Furnish  takes  some  of  the 


most  troublesome  of  Paul’s  moral 
teachings  and  provides  insight  for  our 
own  reflection  and  growth.  Topics 
include  —  Sex:  Marriage  and  Divorce; 
Homosexuality;  Women  in  the  Church; 
Christians  and  the  Governing 
Authorities. 

We  may  not  agree  with  all  that  Furnish 
says,  but  I  believe  you  will  agree  he 
provides  light  on  subjects  where  we  often 
get  only  heat.  I  recommend  this  book  for 
thoughtful  reading  by  both  pastors  and 
laypersons. 

Fumish’s  book  ( Abingdon  Press,  $4.95) 
is  commended,  however,  not  only  for 
itself,  but  also  to  call  attention  to  a 
development  which  is  breaking  in  upon 
us:  the  church  appears  to  be  trying  to 
recover  its  ancient  and  historical  role  as 
a  community  of  moral  reflection  and 
practice.  Seldom  has  such  a  development 
been  more  timely. 

(By  Ray  Branton,  editor  of  " Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Reporter.") 


Number  of  black  ministers 
decreasing  in  Methodist  pulpits 


There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
Ethnic  Minority  Clergy  filling  Methodist 
pulpits  and  the  situation  is  due  to  darken, 
according  to  the  findings  of  the 
Conference  Convocation  on  Ministry  for 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Churches 
which  met  Nov.  4  in  Alexandria. 

The  group  predicts  less  black 
ministers  will  be  preaching  due  to  the 
high  percentages  of  Black  ministers  in 
the  55  or  over  age  bracket,  the  fact  that 
no  black  ministers  from  Louisiana  are 
presently  attending  seminaries  and  that 
less  than  50  black  churches  offer  a  base 
salary  of  $12,000  or  more  in  our 
•Jurisdiction  (SCJ). 
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Our  Readers  Respond 


A  Preacher’s  Kid  Tells  It  Like  It  Is 


Who  says  preachers’  kids  are  the 
worst?  Those  who  expect  the  best  out  of 
you,  like  they  expect  out  of  your  father. 
To  other  kids,  you  are  supposed  to  be  the 
best  one  around.  So,  to  tease,  they  call 
you  the  worst  one  around  What  would 
my  friends  do  if  they  couldn't  call  me  a 
"P.K."  every  once  in  awhile? 

In  the  eyes  of  an  older  individual  you 
are  the  leading  example  of  the  group.  I 
get  this  feeling  because  older  individuals 
respect  a  preacher  so  highly,  and  feel 


that  his  children  will  follow  his  ways. 

You  experience,  many  times,  the 
hardships  of  moving.  During  the  month 
of  May  your  father  attends  an  annual 
conference.  Here,  he  finds  out  if  he  will 
stay  or  move.  It  is  very  scary  to  know  he 
might  walk  through  the  door  at  any  time 
with  bad  news  —  or  even  good  news.  Who 
wouldn't  rather  hear  the  good  news? 

It  is  hard  to  move  because  you  have  to 
leave  old  and  good  friends,  to  start  your 
friendships  all  over  again.  Growing  older 


Mexico  Mission  Project 
Needs  Our  Help 


Bishop  Joel  Mora  Pena  of  Mexico 
works  in  an  unairconditioned  office 
without  office  machines,  which  we 
consider  essential. 

Recently,  Louisiana  United  Methodists 
visited  him  and  hope  to  send  him  a 
mimeo  machine  which  will  facilitate  the 
reproduction  of  hymns. 

It  seems  that  hymnals  are  taken  home 
and  singing  in  church  is  difficult  without 
hymnals. 

This  project  has  the  blessing  of  Bishop 


Shamblin,  CFA,  and  the  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Anyone  wishing  to  help  raise  $1,400  for 
this  machine  to  assist  the  church  in 
Mexico  is  asked  to  make  your  individual 
or  Sunday  School  class’s  check  payable 
to  the  Conference  Treasurer,  P.  O.  Box 
4303.  Shreveport,  71104  and  designate 
your  check  for  the  Mexican  Service 
Project. 

Please  respond  during  March  if  you 
can.  Thank  you. 


makes  moving  even  harder.  You’ve  just 
gotten  to  the  higher  peak  of  knowing  the 
personalities  of  different  people,  and 
have  to  start  all  over  again.  This  is  hard 
to  face,  but  to  sit  and  think,  at  times,  how 
it  can  build  you  up  as  an  individual 
makes  it  a  little  easier.  It  has  taught  me 
to  realize  how  people  are  different,  in 
that  they  can  have  a  bad  side  but  a  good 
side  deep  within. 

To  travel  and  meet  all  different  types 
of  people  makes  me  aware  of  how  great  it 
is  to  live  in  a  country  that  has  so  many 
fine  people.  I  guess  you  could  just  say 
that  moving  gives  you  a  taste  of  many 
different  friendships. 

One  difference  between  me  and  a  lot  of 
my  friends  is  that  I’ve  had  the  same 
minister  when  they  have  had  changes.  Of 
course,  I  don’t  mind,  because  this  way  I 
can  get  a  little  bit  wider  view  of  how 
much  he  really  knows  about  the 
Christian  life.  Having  my  father  as  my 
preacher  makes  me  more  committed  to 
the  Church  than  others.  I  learn 
something  different  every  time  I  hear 
him  speak,  just  like  others  do. 

I  have  been  asked,  many  times,  if  I’ve 
heard  the  same  sermon  over  and  over 
again.  This  is  not  true.  I  hear  his  sermon 
for  the  first  time,  like  the  rest  of  the 


congregation  does.  Having  the  same 
preacher  since  I  was  little  doesn't  bother 
me  in  the  least. 

The  preacher  is  always  someone  to  fall 
back  on.  I’ve  come  to  realize  this  more 
over  the  years.  If  something  is  bothering 
someone,  no  matter  what  time  of  day  or 
night,  they  call  to  talk  with  my  father  I 
do  admit  when  I’m  waked  up  at  night  by  1 
the  phone  ringing  it  aggravates  me  a 
little,  but  I  understand  that  it  has  to  be 
someone  with  a  need.  I’m  glad  those 
individuals  have  someone  they  can  turn 
to,  no  matter  what  time  it  is. 

My  dad  really  thinks  about  others,  and 
many  a  day  or  night  he  is  gone  to  do  some 
visiting  at  the  hospital,  or  other  places 
Many  times  I  may  not  see  him,  because 
he’s  out  and  I’m  in  (or  the  opposite).  He 
is  helping  people  help  themselves,  and 
that  is  what  life  is  all  about. 

I  can  list  reasons  for  not  especially 
liking  being  a  preacher's  daughter,  but  in 
the  long  run  it  is  a  great  feeling.  There 
are  a  lot  of  great  things  I  would  miss  if  I 
weren’t  a  “P.K.” 

A  paper  written  for  a  high  school 
English  class 

(The  writer,  a  child  of  a  Louisiana 
Conference  minister,  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous. ) 


Around  The  Conference 


Booths ,  Jazz  Band ,  Minstrels 
To  Highlight  Missions’  Fair 


BATON  ROUGE  —  "Louisiana 
Missions"  will  be  featured  at  the 
upcoming  Bi-District  Missions’  Fair  to 
be  held  Sunday,  March  4.  at  University 
UMC  from  2:30  to  5  p.m. 

The  fair  is  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
BR-Hammond  and  BR-Lafayette 


Districts. 

Booths,  a  jazz  band,  strolling 
minstrels  and  speakers  will  be  at  the 
fair,  which  will  give  people  an 
opportunity  to  become  more  informed 
about  United  Methodist  institutions  in 
the  state. 


The  group  recommends  that  ethnic 
minority  pastors  give  serious 
consideration  to  ministerial  recruitment 
in  the  church  and  parish.  Also,  that 
ethnic  minority  congregations  give 
positive  consideration  toward  salary 
raises  and  that  Charges  ought  to  be 
arranged  to  make  salaries 
commensurate. 

The  group’s  report  stated  that  the 
following  concerns  should  be  considered: 

•  Revitalization  of  financial  aid  to 
ministerial  students  from  District 
Boards  of  Laity. 

•  Reactivation  and  activation  of  more 
minority  youth  workers. 

•  Identifying  people  who  are  leaning 
toward  the  Ordained  Ministry. 

•  Open  Itineracy 

(Submitted  by  Rev.  George  W.  C. 
Calvin;  Conference  Chairman  of  the 
Convocation  on  Ministry  for  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Churches) 

Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

Shreveport  church  has 

ministry  "under  lights”  . Page  4 

TV  called  most  effective 

way  to  spread  Gospel . Page  4 

Race  issue  charged  in 

pastor's  dismissal  . Page  3 

Question  box  invites  reader 

feedback  on  UMC  .  Page  2 

Protest  is  lodged  over 
pensions  proposal . Page  3 


Getting  Straight  About  The  Bible 


SLIDELL  —  Dr.  Horace  Weaver, 
Editor  of  Adult  Publications  for  the 


United  Methodist  Church,  recently  led 
a  six-hour  study,  "Getting  Straight 
About  the  Bible,"  for  the  churches  in 
the  Slidell  Area. 

Jerry  Phillips  served  as  coordinator 
for  the  Annual  Bible  Conference.  Par¬ 
ticipating  churches  included  Hartzell/ 
Mt.  Zion,  Aldersgate,  Lacombe,  Pearl 
RiveF  and  First. 

During  his  four  days  in  Slidell,  Dr. 
Weaver  also  met  with  adult  teachers 
and  adult  coordinators  outlining  some 
of  the  new  series  currently  being 
tested. 

He  met  with  pastors  from  the  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District  and  reviewed 
the  goals  and  objectives  for  the  church 
school  curriculum  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


Mission  Director’s 
g  Wife  Speaks 


God's 

Valentine 

JEFFERSON 
—  Members  of  the 
Jefferson  UMC 
youth  choir  re¬ 
cently  performed 
the  valentine 
scene  (pictured) 
in  the  musical 
"365  Days  of 
Christmas  Each 
Year.”  The  scene 
reminds  us,  as 
their  song  ex¬ 


plained:  "God  Sent  a  Valentine  Specially  For  You." 


Teaching  ages  8-12 

A  Workshop  For  You 


Dr.  Horace  Weaver 

Minister  Recovering 

Rev.  T.  F.  King,  a  retired  Louisiana 
minister,  was  hospitalized  in  the 
Wesley  Medical  Center  in  Wichita, 
Kan.,  in  December  due  to  a  heart 
attack.  He  is  making  good  progress,  he 
reported. 


JACKSON  —  Mrs.  Spiller  Milton, 
wife  of  the  director  of  the  Dulac  Mission 
at  Dulac,  recently  spoke  in  the  pulpits 
of  both  the  Ethel  and  the  Jackson 
churches  Jackson  UM  Women 
sponsored  the  event  and  presented  the 
speaker  with  $250  to  purchase  furniture 
in  the  director’s  apartment.  Mrs. 
Milton  spoke  about  the  history  and 
development  of  the  Mission  and  about 
its  program  today. 


Mick  ev  Mo  use's 

Sock  Hop 

MONROE  —  Mickey  Mouse 
was  spotlighted  recently  at 
Southside  UMC’s  Junior  and 
Senior  High  MYF’s  Valentine 
sock-hop. 

About  70  youths  participated 
in  the  Mickey  Mouse  anniver¬ 
sary  celebrations. 

Pictured  (left  to  right)  are 
the  royalty  for  the  event.  Al¬ 
bert  Edmiston,  prince;  Steve 
Breithaupt.  king;  Karen  Harris,  queen;  and  Susan  Davis,  princess. 

J 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE  -  A 
workshop  for  teachers  using  the 
“Exploring  the  Bible”  for  ages  8-12  is 
planned  for  March  6  at  Centenary 

In  Memoriam 

CLINTON  -  Mt.  Zion  UMC  recently 
observed  the  death  of  one  of  its 
members,  Sam  Collins,  who  died 
recently  at  the  age  of  77. 

Four  Attend  Event 

Four  Louisiana  Conference  leaders 
recently  attended  a  regional  training 
event  in  Denver,  Colorado,  sponsored 
by  the  Women’s  Division  (Board  of 
Global  Ministries)  and  the  Commission 
on  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

About  113  women  and  men  from  27 
annual  conferences  assembled  to  share 
common  and  unique  concerns  at  the 
Feb.  2-4  event. 

The  Reverends  John  Winn  and  Carole 
Cotton-Winn.  of  First  UMC  in  Houma  ; 
Mrs.  Amy  Ward,  president  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Women; 
and  Mrs.  Lottie  Palazzo,  chairperson  of 
the  Conference  Commission  on  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  represented 
Louisiana  at  the  meet. 

The  group  examined  the  structures 
and  discussed  procedures  of  the 
General  Conference  in  an  attempt  to 
understand  issues  which  are  expected 
to  be  dealt  with  in  the  1980  sessions 

Harvest  Festival 

ROSENDALE  —  In  the  spirit  of 
ecumenism,  Hartzell  UMC  presented  a 
Harvest  Festival  with  Rev.  Donald 
Avery  serving  as  the  guest  speaker 
Gifts  and  harvest  pledges  will  be  used 
for  improvements  to  the  church. 


College,  Shreveport,  from  1  to  5  p.m. 

An  interpretation  of  ALL  United 
Methodist  curriculum  is  also  planned 
as  part  of  the  day’s  activities. 

"Meet  the  Author  and  the  Editor"  is 
the  theme  of  the  curriculum  workshop 
and  teacher  training  event  for  church 
school  teachers,  coordinators  and 
leaders  in  the  churches. 

Dr  Donald  Emler,  professor  of 
Christian  Education  at  Centenary 
College,  author  of  the  spring  quarter  of 
the  "Exploring  The  Bible  Series”  and 
Rev  Vernon  Denny,  who  edits  the 
series  for  the  UM  Publishing  House  in 
Nashville,  Tenn..  will  be  the  speakers. 

Celebrating  In  Hall 

CLINTON  —  Members  and  friends  of 
the  Mary  Winans  Wall  UMC  recently 
celebrated  the  completion  of  their 
fellowship  hall  with  consecration 
ceremonies. 

District  Superintendent  Rev  Kirby 
Vining  of  Baton  Rouge  led  the 
consecration  ceremonies  in  the  building 
and  accepted  a  memorial  stained  glass 
window  given  by  Mrs.  Hunter  Huddle  of 
Lake  Charles,  Mrs.  Glenn  Morgan  of 
Beaumont,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Cobb 
of  Jena  in  memory  of  their  parents.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  B.  L  Thompson  of  Jena. 

The  new  fellowship  hall  was  named 
the  Joseph  Embree  Hall  in  memory  of 
Mrs  Josie  O’Brien’s  grandfather. 

Church  To 
Celebrate  75th 

IDA  —  May  6  has  been  set  as  the 
tentative  date  for  the  celebration 
activities  honoring  Ida  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church's  75th  anniversary. 
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Will  the  UMC  face  its  identity  crisis? 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


As  we  survey  the  efforts  of  different 
groups  across  the  church  to  prepare  for 
United  Methodism’s  1980  General 
Conference,  we  feel  a  profound  sense  of 
apprehension.  This  apprehension  is  not 
based  so  much  on  the  wide  range  of 
proposals  which  will  be  submitted  for 
discussion  and  decision  as  it  is  on  the 
likelihood  that  our  church’s  most  basic 
problem  will  be  addressed  scarcely,  if  at 
all. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  today 
critically  lacks  a  sense  of  basic  identity 
and  spiritual  direction.  In  acknowledging 
and  pursuing  our  church’s  pluralistic 
interests,  scant  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  basic  tenets  of  faith  which  should 
tie  us  together  and  identify  us  as  “the 
people  of  God”  and  “the  Body  of  Christ.” 
Our  central  focus  has  shifted  from 
proclaiming  the  redeeming  work  of  God 
through  Christ  to  the  development  and 
implementation  of  a  huge  assortment  of 
church  programs.  Many  of  our  church’s 
programs  are  both  worthwhile  and 
necessary.  Given  our  lack  of  basic 
identity,  however,  many  of  our  church’s 
programs  tend  to  be  perceived  as 
individual  ends  in  themselves  rather 
than  as  tangible  witnesses  to  our  faith  in 
God.  When  a  church’s  central  focus  is  on 
its  own  programs  rather  than  on  Christ, 
its  work  might  be  more  properly 
described  as  “churchianity”  than 
Christianity.  Such  an  institution  can 
continue  to  exist  indefinitely,  but  it  is 
unlikely  to  have  much  transforming 
influence  on  the  lives  of  either  its  own 


members  or  on  the  world. 

Our  church's  present  lack  of  basic 
identity  and  direction,  and  its  splintering 
into  many  different  identities,  did  not 
come  about  overnight,  nor  can  it  be 
blamed  on  any  single  person  or  group.  To 
scapegoat  our  bishops,  our  general 
agencies,  our  seminaries,  our  ministers, 
our  “liberal”  and  “evangelical”  caucus¬ 
es,  or  any  other  emerging  splinter  group, 
would  be  to  deny  both  the  complexities 
of  our  current  situation  and  the  individual 
responsibility  each  of  us  shares  in  help¬ 
ing  to  bring  it  about. 

As  its  agenda  is  now  shaping  up,  the 
1980  General  Conference  appears  to  be 
an  unlikely  setting  for  our  church’s  need 
for  basic  identity  and  direction  to  be 
addressed.  Each  group  within  the  church 
is  working  feverishly  to  develop 
legislative  proposals  which  will  further 
its  own  aims  and  concerns.  Delegates 
soon  will  be  elected  by  each  annual 
conference,  with  at  least  some  of  them 
chosen  on  the  basis  of  their  views  on 
particular  issues.  These  delegates  will 
then  be  "lobbied”  from  all  directions; 
they  will  work  long  hours  evaluating  and 
perfecting  legislative  proposals  during 
General  Conference;  and  they  will 
finally  return  home  exhausted  when 
their  work  is  done.  The  various  special 
interest  groups  will  then  assess  their 
triumphs  and  defeats  and  begin  laying 
their  strategies  for  the  next  General 
Conference. 

In  this  type  of  fragmented  process, 
who  will  have  the  time  or  the  inclination 


The  Question  Box 

(Please  read  the  foregoing  editorial  statement  before  responding;  for  more 
than  one  member  of  a  household  to  respond,  please  use  different  colored  writing 
implements.  You  may  qualify  your  responses  in  the  space  marked  “comment.”) 

1.  An  editorial  elsewhere  on  this  page  contends  that  “the  United  Methodist 
Church  today  critically  lacks  a  sense  of  basic  identity  and  spiritual  direction.” 
Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  this  assessment?  (circle  one) 

a.  Agree. 

b.  Disagree. 

c.  Uncertain. 

COMMENT: _ 

2.  Do  you  believe  that  such  a  problem  can  and  should  be  addressed  by  the 
UMC’s  1980  General  Conference?  (circle  one) 

a.  Yes. 

b.  No. 

c.  Uncertain. 

COMMENT: _ 

3.  Recognizing  that  the  General  Conference  is  primarily  a  legislative  body 
charged  with  making  policy  and  establishing  future  directions  for  our  church,  list 
one  or  more  concrete  ways  you  think  that  body’s  delegates  might  appropriately 
address  our  church’s  need  for  “basic  identity  and  spiritual  direction."  Or  if  you 
disagree  that  this  is  a  critical  need,  is  there  another  basic  need  you  believe  the 
UMC  needs  to  address? 


Are  you  a:  Layman  Laywoman  Minister  (circle  one) 

Agegroup:  18& under  19-35  36-50  51-64  65&over  (circleone) 

Responses  to  this  survey  will  be  tabulated  and  results  reported  in  a  future 
issue.  In  order  to  participate  in  these  results,  please  clip  and  mail  your  response 
before  midnight,  Wednesday,  March  7,  to:  “Question  Box,”  TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


to  deal  with  the  UMC’s  critical  need  for 
spiritual  identity  and  direction?  More 
pointedly  stated,  who  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  if  anyone  —  will 
dare  to  speak  for  God?  Who  will  put  aside 
self-interest,  to  the  degree  that  is 
possible,  and  assume  the  role  of  prophet 
or  spokesperson  for  God?  Who  will 
chastise  us  for  our  idolatry,  our 
preoccupation  with  secondary  concerns, 
our  "churchianity,”  our  lack  of  charity 
toward  those  with  whom  we  disagree, 
and  our  attempts  to  separate  concern  for 
people’s  souls  from  concern  for  their 
physical  and  social  well-being?  Who  will 
call  us  to  repentance?  Who  will  offer  us 
forgiveness  and  charge  all  persons  and 
groups  within  our  church  to  renewed  life 
together  as  God’s  Covenant  People? 

Will  such  divinely  inspired  leadership 
come  forth  from  our  Council  of  Bishops? 
Not  if  they  draft  a  50-page  Episcopal 
Address  which  tries  to  say  all  things  to 
all  people,  and  then  is  immediately 
forgotten  after  it  is  heard. 

Will  it  come  from  our  general  boards 
and  agencies?  Not  if  they  pursue  their 
legislative  interests  without  serious 
regard  for  the  witness  of  Scripture  and 
Christian  tradition,  and  for  the  views  of 
the  church’s  diverse  membership. 

Will  it  come  from  the  various 
caucuses?  Not  if  each  caucus  continues 
to  push  for  special-interest  legislation 
without  regard  for  the  work  of  other 
parts  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Will  it  come  from  local  churches, 
individual  pastors  and  laypersons?  Not  if 
their  concerns  consist  primarily  of 
reactions  to  situations  within  the  church 
with  which  they  disagree,  nor  if  they 
propose  to  divorce  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
from  the  secular  world  and  limit  its 
application  to  preaching  and  “safe” 
forms  of  social  involvement. 

In  Paul’s  second  letter  to  the 
Corinthian  church,  he  said:  "For  what 
we  preach  is  not  ourselves,  but  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord,  with  ourselves  as  your 
servants  for  Jesus’  sake.  For  it  is  the  God 
who  said,  ‘Let  light  shine  out  of 
darkness,’  who  has  shone  in  our  hearts  to 
give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Christ.  But  we 
have  this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels,  to 
show  that  the  transcendent  power 
belongs  to  God  and  not  to  us  .  .  .  For 
while  we  live  we  are  always  being  given 
up  to  death  for  Jesus’  sake,  so  that  the 
life  of  Jesus  may  be  manifested  in  our 
mortal  flesh.” 

This  passage  of  Scripture  reflects  the 
type  of  identity  we  ought  to  reflect  as 
individual  Christians  and  as  a  church: 

( 1 )  Our  first  focus  should  be  on  knowing 
and  responding  faithfully  to  God,  as 
revealed  through  Jesus,  and  not  on  our 
own  concerns;  (2)  We  should  acknowl¬ 
edge  our  finite  limitations  and  accept 
for  ourselves  the  role  of  servants  for 
our  Lord  and  Master;  and  (3)  We  will 
discover  life’s  highest  meaning  in 
spending  ourselves  for  the  benefit  of 
others  in  Jesus’  name. 

Who  will  find  a  way  to  place  our 
church’s  need  to  reclaim  and  reempha¬ 
size  such  a  self-understanding  on  the 
1980  General  Conference  agenda?  To 
ignore  this  need  and  proceed  with  “busi¬ 
ness  as  usual”  can  only  serve  to  broaden 
and  deepen  our  fragmentation,  and  pro¬ 
pel  us  floundering  into  the  future. 
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Book  Review/Commentary 

Bishop’s  book  raises  questions 


“Rise  Up  and  Walk,"  by  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  Abingdon.  1978, 
289  pp.,  J9.95. 

By  A.  JAMES  ARMSTRONG 

In  January  1974,  I  preached  for  the  Rhodesian  Annual 
Conference  at  Nyadiri.  Bishop  Muzorewa  was  then  the  object 
of  universal  acclaim.  He  had  pled  the  cause  of  black 
Zimbabweans  before  the  United  Nation’s  Security  Council, 
and  the  U.N.  General  Assembly  had  honored  him,  and  five 
others,  as  outstanding  world  citizens  in  their  quest  for  justice. 
(Since  Ian  Smith  had  not  permitted  the  bishop  to  come  to  this 
country  to  attend  the  New  York  ceremonies,  I  was  privileged 
to  take  the  tapes,  verbatim  transcripts  and  photographic 
account  of  the  event  to  him.  When  these  items  were  presented 
in  a  profoundly  moving  worship  service  the  “women  shrilled  a 
joyful  noise  in  the  true  African  tradition.”)  Pope  Paul  VI  had 
presented  him,  through  the  heroic  Bishop  Donal  Lamont,  a 
medallion  struck  especially  for  him  as  a  tribute  to  his  non¬ 
violent  struggle  for  majority  rule  and  human  rights. 
Journalists  considered  him  one  of  the  most  influential  and 
admired  religious  leaders  anywhere.  As  the  popular  president 
of  the  African  National  Council,  he  seemed  to  hold  the  future  of 
a  troubled  nation  in  his  hands.  Now  much  of  that  has  changed. 

“Rise  Up  and  Walk”  is  Muzorewa ’s  autobiography  —  but  the 
last  chapter  of  his  life  is  far  from  being  written.  The  book 
should  be  read  as  the  record  of  a  spiritual  pilgrimage.  As  such 
it  will  encourage  and  inspire.  It  should  also  be  read  as  a 
political  tract,  for  Abel  Muzorewa  is  one  of  the  black  members 
of  Ian  Smith’s  “internal  settlement”;  the  one  favored  to 
become  the  first  black  president  of  Zimbabwe  (except  now, 
according  to  the  proposed  new  constitution,  it  will  be  called 
“Zimbabwe/Rhodesia”). 

Wealth  of  insight 

“Rise  Up  and  Walk”  contains  a  wealth  of  insight  and 
information  with  its  appreciative  descriptions  of  black 
southern  Africa,  tribal  customs,  village  life,  family  bonds  and 
a  love  for  and  dependence  upon  the  land.  Ttiere  are  also  the 
bishop’s  affectionate  and  grateful  remembrances  of  his 
parents,  friends,  schooling,  early  Christian  experiences,  call 
to  preach,  love  for  and  marriage  to  Maggie,  training  in  the 
United  States,  entry  into  the  ministry,  and  election  as  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  in  1968.  His  unabashed  admiration  for  the 
pioneering  work  of  Bishop  Ralph  Dodge  (see  page  44  and 
chapter  8  especially)  is  a  rare  tribute  to  the  selfless  role  of  a 
“missionary  bishop,”  or  any  missionary,  as  an  exemplar  of 
the  faith  in  an  alien  culture. 

Muzorewa,  from  the  beginning,  was  an  outspoken  foe  of 
oppression  and  racism.  Devoted  to  the  memory  of  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  (King’s  portrait  hung  over  his  desk  in 
Salisbury  in  1974),  he  parted  company  with  King  and  Gandhi 
over  the  issue  of  “intensity  of  provocation”  and  wrote,  “I 
question  whether  God  himself  would  wish  me  to  hide  behind 
principles  of  non-violence  while  innocent  people  were  being 
slaughtered.  To  act  in  self-defense  at  such  times  is,  I  believe, 
to  use  ‘righteous  violence’.”  His  words  concerning  a  $143,000 
grant  from  the  World  Council  of  Churches  to  liberation  groups 
in  southern  Africa,  including  the  banned  ZAPU  and  ZANU 
movements  (p.87f)  and  his  chapter  on  freedom  fighters  and 
“righteous  violence”  need  to  be  thoughtfully  read  in  the  light 
of  present  day  contradictions,  debate  and  reality. 

View  colored  by  situation 


should  thrill  and  inspire  those  committed  to  and  fighting  for 
the  liberation  of  black  Africa. 

Some  disturbing  questions 
But  the  book's  “Postscript”  sets  the  stage  for  a  series  of 
disturbing  questions: 

Byron  R.  Hove  was  nominated  by  Bishop  Muzorewa  to  serve 
as  Co-Minister  of  Justice.  When  Hove  criticized  the  absence  of 
black  leaders  in  the  police  and  army  he  was  summarily 
dismissed  by  Prime  Minister  Smith.  Smith  did  not  bother  to 
consult  with  any  of  his  "co-equals”  (including  Muzorewa)  in 
the  government.  The  bishop  chose  to  remain  with  the 
government  and  later  dismissed  Hove  from  the  African 
National  Council.  Why? 

The  presidential  election  was  set  for  last  December. 
Muzorewa  said  a  postponement  would  be  “disastrous.”  When 
Smith  unilaterally  postponed  the  election,  no  word  of  protest 
came  and  Muzorewa  remained  with  the  government.  Why? 

Terrorism  is  a  part  of  war.  Villages  have  been  burned, 
innocents  have  been  slain,  missionaries  have  been  murdered 
and  indefensible  acts  of  indiscriminate  violence  have  been 
carried  out  by  all  sides  in  the  conflict.  Among  the  worst 
offenders  have  been  the  government’s  Selous  Scouts  who 
disguise  themselves  as  guerillas  to  ravage  and  burn  the 
countryside.  Once  Bishop  Muzorewa  came  to  this  country  to 
condemn,  with  incriminating  documents  in  hand,  their  murder 
of  missionaries,  blamed  by  the  Smith  regime  on  "rebel 
terrorists.”  Why  is  the  bishop’s  voice  now  silent  when  the 
government  continues  its  use  of  mercenaries,  the  Selous 
Scouts  and  others  against  civilians  and  the  very  freedom 
fighters  he  praised  in  his  autobiography? 

Garfield  Todd,  former  Disciples  missionary  and  the 
progressive  Rhodesian  Prime  Minister  before  Smith  took  over 
the  reigns  of  government,  is  lauded  by  Muzorewa  for  his 
courage  and  patriotism.  Why,  then,  did  Todd  come  to  this 
country  to  condemn  the  internal  settlement?  Why  has  he 
thrown  his  lot  in  with  Nkomo? 

Ahrn  Palley,  white  constitutional  lawyer,  appointed  with 
others  to  draft  the  new  constitution,  quit  in  disgust  two  months 
ago.  He  said  the  ground  rules  kept  changing.  Prime  Minister 
Smith  insisted  on  revisions.  The  committee  became  a  drafting 
rather  than  an  advisory  committee  according  to  England’s 
respected  “Guardian.” 

And  now  the  Constitution  has  been  unveiled.  Public  services 
will  continue  to  be  controlled  by  whites.  The  police  commission 
will  continue  to  be  dominated  by  whites.  The  same  is  true  of 
the  army  and  air  force.  For  ten  years  28  of  100  seats  in  the 
legislature  will  be  held  by  whites,  enough  to  block  any  change 
in  the  constitution.  Even  the  treasured  name,  “Zimbabwe,” 
has  been  watered  down  to  include  the  word  “Rhodesia.”  It  is 
one  thing  to  compromise;  that  is  a  frame  of  mind  essential  to 
the  political  process.  It  is  another  thing  to  be  compromised. 
There  are  seven  million  blacks  in  Rhodesia;  240,000  whites 
(about  half  of  them  came  to  the  country  following  World  War 
II). 

What  happened  to  majority  rule? 

Whatever  happened  to  the  black  majority  rule  envisioned, 
promised  and  sacrificed  for  by  Muzorewa  and  countless 
others? 

How  does  the  bishop  answer  the  contention  that  he  has  been 
“used”  by  the  wily  racist,  Ian  Smith?  That  he  is  “an  innocent 
“Rise  Up  and  Walk”  is  an  invaluable  contribution  to  our  abroad  and  at  home”?  That  he  has  been  duped,  used  as  a  pawn  | 


understanding  of  the  Zimbabwe  crisis  —  written  from  one 
point  of  view.  The  bishop’s  analysis  of  persons  and 
interpretation  of  events  is  colored  by  his  own  dream  of  a 
liberated  country  —  and  his  own  designs  on  the  presidency. 
The  world  of  the  politician  becomes,  inevitably,  a  world  of 
compromise,  self-interest  and  distorted  vision.  This  must  be 
realized  whether  we  read  the  rationales  of  Robert  Mugabe,  the 
Marxist-leaning  leader  of  ZANU,  Mtabuko  Joshua  Nkomo, 
the  militant  pragmatic  leader  of  ZAPU  (who  was  not  above  his 
own  secret  and  conspiratorial  negotiations  with  Ian  Smith), 
the  Rev.  Nbdaningi  Sithole,  Chief  Jeremiah  Chirau  or  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa.  Add  to  the  political  ambitions  of  any  of 
these  leaders  their  tribal  loyalties  —  Shona  and  Matabele  — 
and  you  begin  to  understand  the  practical  difficulties  the 
reader  will  encounter  when  attempting  to  fully  understand  the 
autobiography  of  any  political  aspirant  in  Rhodesia. 

Muzorewa’s  final  chapter,  “Will  Zimbabwe  Be  Truly 
Free?”,  provides  an  eloquent  credo  for  an  ideal  future.  It 


on  the  chessboard  of  white  supremacy? 

These  are  political  questions.  But  when  anyone  —  even  a 
bishop  —  becomes  a  revolutionary  or  a  politician  he  must  be 
judged  by  the  logic  and  realities  of  those  arenas. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  and  I  were  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  the 
same  year.  I  have  proudly  stood  by  his  side  in  Africa  and  in 
this  country.  He  knows  of  my  love  for  him  and  my  firm  belief 
in  his  integrity  and  patriotism.  I  pray  for 'majority  rule  in 
Zimbabwe;  for  peace  with  justice  there;  fqrJhej success  of  the 
“internal  settlement”  on  those  bases.  I  am  confident  the 
bishop’s  prayer  is  the  same.  But  hard  questions  must  be  asked. 

I  commend  Abingdon  for  publishing  this  timely  book  and 
trust  it  will  be  widely  read  and  critically  evaluated.  We  all 
have  much  to  learn  from  the  passionate  commitment  of  its 
author. 

James  Armstrong  is  bishop  of  the  UMC's  Dakotas  Area, 
with  offices  in  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Resource  packet  on 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  thoughtful 
•interpretive  analysis  on  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  packet  on  homosexuality. 
I  agree  with  you  that  the  packet  should 
contain  more  than  one  approach  to  the 
subject;  however,  I  wonder  whether  it 
can  be  charged  with  advocacy  of 
homosexuality. 

Advocacy  is  defined  as  the  act  of 
pleading  or  giving  verbal  support  to  a 
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cause.  Whereas  the  packet,  regrettably, 
only  offers  one  style  of  counseling  for 
gays  and  their  families,  it  is  hard  to  say 
that  it  actually  advocates  homosexual¬ 
ity. 

Consider  this  analogy.  A  hospital  has 
found  that  a  certain  form  of  chemother¬ 
apy  is  effective  in  fighting  cancer,  though 
other  medical  authorities  question  its 
validity,  and  has  offered  this  therapy 
exclusively  to  its  cancer  patients.  I  think 
you  will  agree  that  this  hospital  can,  in 
no  way,  be  accused  of  advocating  for 
cancer.  The  only  advocacy  it  can  be 
thought  of  doing  is  for  a  form  of  treat¬ 
ment  it  has  found  most  effective. 

Similarly,  the  authors  of  the  packet 
have,  apparently,  found  one  style  of 
counseling  most  effective  with  gays  and 
there  is  much  secular  support  for  their 
approach.  Regrettably,  they  did  not 
include  alternate  forms.  Yet  I  feel  it  is 
quite  a  leap  of  logic  to  say  that  they  are 
advocating  homosexuality. 

Philip  Giles 

East  Aurora.  New  York 

Analysis  on  target 

To  the  Editor: 

We  appreciated  the  Interpretive 
Analysis  on  the  Homosexuality  Resource 
Packet  released  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  (TM/UMR,  February  2). 

Bud  Herron  has  done  us  a  service  by 
bringing  out  the  spiritually  bankrupt 
kind  of  thinking  that  inspires  such  wastes 
of  money  in  the  name  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion. 

Certainly  Dr.  Leon  Smith's  thinking  on 
the  best  counseling  services  for 
homosexuals  being  those  which  help 
them  to  understand  who  they  are  rather 
than  to  force  them  to  change  needs  to  be 
challenged.  While  we  may  not  get  the 
homosexual  person  to  change,  we  can 
certainly  make  him  aware  of  what  the 
Bible  has  to  say  about  his  "lifestyle”  so 
that  he  may  want  to  change. 

When  the  “gay”  person  wishes  to 
change  may  be  never  if  we  condone  and 
legitimatize  his  deviation  to  the  point  of 
respectability. 

What  is  wrong  in  the  sight  of  God  is 
wrong  and  people  need  to  know  that  is 
where  we  come  down  and  why  That 
course  would  seem  to  be  somewhat 
different  than  the  one  the  packet  is 
advocating. 

Enough  of  situation  ethics  and 


homosexuality  supported  and  condemned 


encouraging  the  enemy  within  the  gates; 
let  our  Gospel  be  one  of  conversion  and 
perfection.  Our  “Discipline”  is  on  target 
but  some  of  our  leaders  aren’t. 

Willis  Goettel 
Beulah,  Colorado 

Proud  of  board 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  Bud  Herron  (TM/UMR 
Interpretive  Analysis,  February  2).  I 
have  not  read  the  packet  regarding 
homosexuality,  but  based  on  his 
analysis,  the  Board  of  Discipleship  did 
advocate!  However.  I  have  never  been 
prouder  of  that  board! 

Perhaps  an  article  could  have  been 
included  titled  “If  you  want  to  change 
your  sexual  orientation.”  This  could 
have  dealt  realistically  with  such  a 
(remote)  possibility  and  listed  resources 
which  claim  that  it’s  not  so  remote. 

However,  many  articles  presenting 
“the  other  side”  would  be  as  offensive  in 
this  packet  as  it  would  have  been  in  the 
60’s  to  have  included  in  a  package  on 
“Blacks”  an  article  by  someone  who  was 
frightened  and  prejudiced. 

Gays  in  1979  are  for  the  church  what 
witches  once  were.  They  are  seen  as  evil 
and  to  be  destroyed.  Our  “modern"  way 
is  to  call  them  sick  or  abnormal.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  wrong  on  this 
issue.  A  homosexual  act  is  not 
incompatible  with  the  gospel  any  more 
than  all  heterosexual  acts  are 
compatible.  The  rightness  or  wrongness 
of  a  sexual  relationship  depends  on  the 
quality  of  the  experience  —  its  effect  on 
the  participants,  not  on  whether  the 
participants  were  male-male,  female- 
female  or  male-female.  God  give  us 
grace.  Bob  Crosby 

Spokane.  Washington 

Packet  inappropriate 

To  the  Editor: 

I  do  agree  that  the  homosexuality 
packet  inappropriately  advocates  an  un- 
Christian  position  (TM/UMR,  Febru¬ 
ary  2). 

Thanks  to  TM/UMR  and  Bud  Herron 
for  this  splendid  article. 

P.  V.  Hall 

Chamblee.  Georgia 

‘Interpretive’  abominable 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Bud  Herron’s 
abominable  “Interpretive  Analysis" 
headlined  "Does  homosexuality  resource 


packet  violate  laws  of  church?” 
(TM/UMR,  February  2),  which  was  as 
bigoted  an  editorial  as  I  have  ever  read: 
Hooray  and  congratulations  to  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship.  It  is 
time  some  intelligence  entered  the  arena 
where  the  homosexuality  debates  are 
being  waged  to  counter  the  excessive 
emotional  intolerance  and  bad  Biblical 
scholarship  we  have  been  reading  about 
for  too  long.  Intelligent  religion  is  given  a 
back  seat  in  Methodism  nowadays,  while 
regressive  conservatism  has  pushed 
itself  to  the  front.  Fanatical  extremes 
are  divisive  —  and  you  like  to  capitalize 
on  them  —  and  neither  tends  to  listen  to 
the  other;  therefore,  no  one  grows. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  use  the  materials 
you  so  roundly  condemn. 

C.  C.  Clarke 

Wilmington,  Delaware 

Page  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

When  I  first  began  receiving  your 
publication,  I  was  pleased  to  find  that 
almost  all  my  letters  were  published.  By 
now  I  find  that  it  is  rare  to  find  one  of 
them  in  print.  I  look  upon  this  as  an 
encouraging  development  because  it 
means  not  only  that  there  are  more  and 
more  United  Methodists  reading 
TM/UMR,  but  that  more  and  more  of 
them  are  writing  to  express  their  views, 
thereby  making  it  impossible  for  you  to 
print  all  you  receive. _ 

New  editions  welcomed 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  church  editions  at  Christ  UMC 
in  Farmers  Branch,  Texas  (North  Texas 
Annual  Conference)  and  at  Griffith  UMC 
in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  (Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  about  375  subscriber- 
families  at  Christ  UMC  and  250 
subscriber-families  at  Griffith  UMC  will 
receive  a  special  edition  of  TM/UMR 
with  their  own  local  church  news  printed 
on  the  front,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say : 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  newspaper  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


I  particularly  liked  the  editorial  page 
of  the  February  2  issue  which  expressed 
your  concern  about  the  homosexual 
resource  packet  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  “Here  I  Stand” 
column  by  Andrea  Andress.  The 
Reporter  grows  and  flourishes  to  the 
credit  of  all  Methodism. 

George  F.  Platts 
Ormond  Beach,  Florida 

Favors  change 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  in  favor  of  a  change  in  United 
Methodist  Church  law  which  would  state 
that  homosexuality  is  part  of  the  range  of 


normal  human  behavior. 

I  believe  that  homosexuals  are  as 
strongly  and  basically  inclined  to 
homosexuality  as  the  majority  of  us  are 
towards  heterosexuality.  To  ask  them  to 
change  themselves  is  to  demand  that 
they  undergo  a  lifetime  of  self-torture  or 
social  fraud,  or  both. 

I  think  we  should  ask  of  them  what  we 
think  God  wants  of  us:  “What  does  the 
Lord  require  of  thee  except  to  do  justice, 
and  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with 
our  God?” 

Angus  MacDonald 
Syracuse.  New  York 


□  NE  WORLD  •  ONE  FAMILY 


Christians  know  that  the  human 
race  is  one  family  We  know,  too, 
that  many  of  our  brothers  and 
sisters  are  suffering  pain  and 
want  because  of  disasters  or  in¬ 
justices  Our  generous  gifts  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 


on  Relief  through  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  will  help  provide 
ministries  of  compassion  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  human  family  who 
are  helpless  and  hopeless  Share 
Gods  love  with  men,  women 
and  children  in  need. 


For  more  information  and  materials  write 

United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St..  Evanston.  IL  60201 
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Pensions  overhaul  due? 

Unified  retirement  plan  for  UM  ministers  readied 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

TAMPA,  Fla.  -  A  unified, 
denomination-wide  pension  and  benefit 
program  for  United  Methodist  ministers 
was  proposed  here  last  week  by  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions. 

If  the  UMC’s  General  Conference  in  1980 
passes  implementing  legislation,  the  de¬ 
nomination  will  have  for  the  first  time 
.  an  all-inclusive  pension  system  to  cover 
all  persons  in  the  ministry  —  from  bishops 
to  part-time  pastors  —  starting  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1982.  The  plan  would  utilize  what 
is  being  called  a  “pay  today  for  tomor¬ 
row”  funding  method. 

The  proposal  is  an  attempt  by  the 
pension  board  to  avoid  what  nearly 
everyone  seems  to  agree  is  a  road  toward 
financial  disaster  unless  current  pension 
structures  are  rebuilt  and  costs  brought 
under  control. 

The  annual  conferences  of  the  church 
now  are  obligated  for  some  $542  million 
for  pensions  which  will  come  due  in  the 
!  future  and  which  they  do  not  have  money 
in  reserves  to  pay  for  —  called 
“unfunded  liability.”  This  unfunded 
.  liability  has  grown  by  $75  million  in  the 
past  five  years  alone  despite  an 
;  unprecedented  number  of  annual 
.  conference  pension  campaigns. 

At  the  same  time,  some  persons  warn 
'.that  several  parts  of  the  new  proposal 
will  change  principles  fundamental  to 
United  Methodism. 

If  given  the  go-ahead,  the  new  plan 
would: 

•  Establish  one  denomination-wide 
pensions  and  benefits  plan  instead  of  73 
different  annual  conference  plans,  each 
of  which  currently  has  its  own  benefit 
rate  and  financing  method. 

•  Designate  the  local  church  or  other 
salary  paying  unit  as  the  party 
responsible  for  paying  pension  monies 
directly  to  the  general  pensions  board 
instead  of  to  the  annual  conference  which 
has  been  traditionally  viewed  as  the 
minister’s  employer. 

•  Be  “all-inclusive”  no  matter  what 
the  investor’s  appointment,  as  long  as 

;  the  person  is  qualified  under  federal 
government  regulations  to  be  in  a  church 
pensions  plan.  This  would  include 

■  bishops,  ministers  appointed  to  local 
churches,  ministers  serving  in  special 

■  appointments,  clergy  couples  and  local 
pastors,  both  full-and  part-time. 

Ethnic  issues 
raised  by 
seminarians 

By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

■  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  The  United 
Methodist  system  which  appoints 
ministers  to  churches  and  seminary 
education  dominated  the  discussions  and 
actions  of  the  third  United  Methodist 
Seminarians  Conference  meeting  here 
Feb.  15-17. 

Representatives  of  all  13  UM 
seminaries  called  for  election  of  more 
ethnic  minority  persons  and  women  to 
the  episcopacy,  appointment  of  ministers 
across  annual  conference  boundaries, 
establishment  of  seminary  study 
programs  inclusive  of  ethnic  minority 
and  women’s  concerns,  increases  in 
ethnic  minority  faculty  and  students  in 
seminaries,  and  clarification  of 
paragraph  906.13  in  the  Discipline 
concerning  homosexuality. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Treese,  executive  of 
the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
Nashville,  said  he  hopes  the  1980  General 
Conference  will  create  structures  to 
facilitate  ministerial  appointments 
across  conference  boundaries,  in  light  of 
the  supply  and  demand  of  ministers  in  a 
region. 

An  evangelical  concern  with  UM 
seminaries  and  the  lack  of  ethnic 
minority  concerns  were  addressed  as 
two  special  issues  during  an  evening 
session.  “Liberal”  theology  in  the 
seminaries  was  objected  to  by  the  Rev. 
Riley  Case,  pastor  of  Wesley  UMC,  Union 
City,  Ind.,  and  an  officer  in  “Good 
News,”  a  caucus  of  evangelicals.  He  said 
that  the  “evangelical”  approach,  or 
,  “classical”  approach  as  he  also  called  it, 

.  offers  a  number  of  advantages  over  the 
"liberal”  approach.  For  instance,  Mr. 
Case  said  a  “classical”  approach  to 
Scripture  allows  “common  ordinary 
people”  to  understand  the  biblical 
;  message  better  because  so  many  people 
•  take  the  Bible  literally  as  most 
evangelicals  do. 

Dr.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,  dean  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  countered  that 
Mr.  Case  compared  the  best  of  “we”  — 
the  “evangelicals"  —  with  the  worst  of 
“they”  —  the  “liberals.”  “This  portrait  is 
unduly  generous  to  the  Good  News 
movement  itself,  but  it  is  a  gross 
caricature  of  the  UM  seminaries,”  he 
said. 

Spreading  the  gospel  to  all  peoples 
means  inclusion  of  ethnic  minority 
students,  curriculum  and  instructors  in 
seminaries,  said  Samuel  Wong  of  the 
UMC’s  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race.  In  the  1976-77  academic  year,  said 
Mr.  Wong,  while  eight  percent  of  UM 
seminary  students  were  of  minority 
backgrounds,  the  combined  enrollment 
of  three  ethnic  groups  —  Native 
American,  Asian  and  Hispanic  —  was 
only  one  percent  of  the  total.  Excluding 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in 
Atlanta,  a  predominantly  black  school, 
one-half  of  one  percent  of  seminary 
teachers  were  ethnic  minorities,  he  said. 
“Are  only  white  teachers  qualified  to 
teach  the  next  generation  of  ministers  for 
this  racially  mixed  world?”  he  asked. 


•  Require  each  local  church  to  pay  into 
its  minister’s  pension  account  an  amount 
based  on  his  or  her  “actual”  compensa¬ 
tion  —  salary,  parsonage  or  housing 
allowance,  utilities  and  other  benefits  — 
rather  than  the  present  policy  which  is  to 
pay  an  amount  based  on  an  annual 
conference  “average.” 

•  Change  the  “peer  group  concept.” 
Presently  all  retired  ministers  receive 
the  same  number  of  dollars  per  year  of 
service  according  to  a  rate  set  by  each 
annual  conference.  The  new  plan  would 
change  the  peer  concept  to  an  individual 
concept,  paying  each  minister  on  the 
basis  of  what  has  been  paid  into  his  or  her 
pension  account  during  the  years  of 
active  service.  While  all  pensions  would 
be  increased  to  about  48  percent  of  the 
minister’s  compensation  before 
retirement,  some  ministers  would 
receive  more  dollars  than  others  because 
more  money  would  have  been  placed  in 
their  pension  account  during  their  active 
service. 

•  Increase  pension  costs  along  with 
benefits.  Most  conferences  would  have 
increases  ranging  between  10  to  20 
percent  to  fund  the  new  plan  and  pay 
off  old  obligations. 

Get  costs  under  control 

“Stopping  the  growth  of  unfunded 
liability  and  getting  costs  under  control” 
so  the  church  can  keep  its  promises  to 
retired  clergy  is  the  major  concern  of 
pension  board  members  in  proposing 
these  changes,  said  the  chairman, 
Bishop  Alsie  Carleton  of  Albuquerque, 
N.M. 

The  problem  of  “unfunded  liability” 
lies  with  the  current  system  which  has 
not  been  overhauled  since  1928  —  before 
Social  Security  was  even  a  consideration 
—  said  members  of  the  special  Pension 
Study  Task  Force.  They  have  worked 
almost  three  years  reviewing  the 
situation  and  developing  the  new 
alternatives. 

Under  the  present  Ministers  Reserve 
Pension  Fund  a  benefit  rate  is  set  by  the 
annual  conference  and  then  the 
conference  sets  out  to  finance  it.  But 

Pension  plan 
challenged 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  —  Members  of  the 
Califomia-Nevada  Annual  Conference 
Board  of  Pensions  officially  registered  11 
“concerns”  about  a  proposed  new 
pension  plan  by  sending  letters  to  every 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Fla.  meeting  last  week.  (See  related 
story  on  this  page.) 

Their  concerns,  which  also  surfaced 
during  the  general  board’s  discussion, v 
included  (1)  erosion  of  the  role  of  the 
annual  conference  as  the  basic  unit  of  the 
UMC,  (2)  defining  the  pastor  as  the 
employee  of  the  local  church  rather  than 
the  conference  and  (3)  changing  the 
concept  of  peer  group  equality  in  pension 
payments. 

Harry  E.  Shaner,  executive  for  the  Cal- 
Nevada  board,  told  TM/UMR  his  board 
was  also  upset  with  the  way  the  task 
force  did  its  work,  saying  those  “on  the 
home  front”  were  denied  access  to 
materials,  the  direction  and  minutes  of 
the  task  force  and  given  no  opportunity  to 
review  porposals  and  react  before  the 
Tampa  meeting. 

Pension  Study  Taskforce  chairman 
Roger  Roberts  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  told 
TM/UMR  in  a  telephone  interview  prior 
to  the  Tampa  meeting  that  after  the 
general  board  makes  a  decision  every 
annual  conference  pension  official  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  “scrutinize  the 
proposals  and  react  to  them.” 

Mr.  Roberts  maintained  that  the 
concerns  of  annual  conference  pensions 
board  members  formed  the  basis  for  the 
task  force’s  work.  Questionnaires  — 
which  Califomia-Nevada  pension  board 
members  called  “totally  self-serving 
with  little  or  no  worth”  —  were  sent  to 
1,400  conference  pensions  board 
members  and  a  28  percent  return  Mr. 
Roberts  said  was  “phenomenal”  for  a 
form  requiring  written  responses. 

“We  are  satisfied  that  we  touched  base 
with  the  conferences,”  he  said. 


Bishop  gardens 


SALISBURY,  Rhodesia  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa,  one  of 
three  black  leaders  in  Rhodesia's  interim 
government,  takes  time  out  from  the 
country's  problems  to  pick  vegetables  in 
his  home  garden.  The  bishop  has 
demanded  that  Rhodesian  Prime 
Minister  Ian  Smith  withdraw  from  office 
when  a  new  black-dominated 
government  is  elected  in  April.  He  said 
Mr.  Smith’s  resignation  is  vital  for  the 
new  government’s  chances  of  winning 
international  acceptance  after  the 
elections,  religious  news  service  photo 


contributions  have  not  been  high  enough 
nor  reserves  large  enough  to  meet  these 
obligations,  they  pointed  out.  A  major 
factor  has  been  inflation  and  the  need  to 
increase  benefits  just  to  protect  retirees 
on  fixed  incomes. 

“It  is  an  embarrassment  for  the 
church  to  have  a  plan  that  pays  only  $300 
or  $400  dollars  a  month  to  a  minister 
after  40  years  of  service,”  said  the 
board’s  chief  executive  Gerald  K. 
Hornung  of  Evanston,  Ill.  At  the  end  of 
1978  there  were  15,733  retired  ministers, 
widows  and  dependent  children 
receiving  checks  from  the  board. 

Pensions  Study  Taskforce  chairman 
Roger  Roberts  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  said 
“We  propose  to  raise  benefits  and 
increase  costs,  but  to  also  establish  cost 
controls.” 

The  new  system  would  improve  a 
minister’s  retirement  benefits  and  have 
those  benefits  fully  funded  by  the  time  of 
retirement.  All  that  can  be  paid  out  in  the 
future  would  be  the  amount 
accumulated,  plus  interest,  during  the 
minister’s  active  service  years.  This  is 
called  “paying  for  tomorrow  today.” 

Board  members  raised  questions  about 
the  change  in  UM  polity  which 
traditionally  has  said  the  annual 
conference  is  the  pastor’s  employer 
rather  than  the  local  church.  The  task 
force  said  that  by  putting  responsibility 
for  pensions  with  the  salary  paying  unit, 
the  church  can  face  up  to  the  fact  that 
pensions  are  deferred  compensation. 
This  allows  the  local  church  to  know 
exactly  what  it  is  contributing  for  its 
ministers^  they  added. 

Violates  cherished  concepts 

Another  area  that  made  several  board 
members  uneasy  is  what  one  called  the 
“violation  of  what  we  have  cherished  in 
the  peer  group  concept”  in  which  each 
pensioner  is  paid  at  the  same  rate  per 
year  of  service.  The  Rev.  Harold 
Knudsen,  Denver,  Col.,  said,  “We’ve 
always  prided  ourselves  that  everyone 
was  paid  the  same  on  retirement 
whether  they  had  a  career  in  small,  low- 
paying  churches  or  at  high  salaries.” 

Replying  to  that  concern,  Loring 
Powell,  an  insurance  executive  in 
Waban,  Mass.,  said,  “We  can’t  escape 
the  fact  that  ministers  are  paid  different 
salaries  and  each  has  adjusted  his  or  her 
standard  of  living  to  that  salary.  The 
problem  is  not  of  pensions  but  with  how 
ministers  are  paid.  I  believe  the  pension 
system  should  parallel  the  salary 
system.  Until  all  ministers  are  paid  the 
same  salary,  I  support  this  new  plan.” 

Pensions  board  members  received  and 
adopted  the  proposal  with  the 
understanding  that  there  will  be  a  full- 
scale  church  study,  discussion  and 
reaction  before  their  next  meeting  in 
August.  They  hope  also  at  that  time  to 
give  the  proposal  a  final  refinement  and 
prepare  implementing  legislation  for 
General  Conference. 

Race  issue 
charged  in 
dismissal 

Bv  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON,  Miss.  —  A  Mississippi 
minister,  placed  on  "leave  of  absence” 
by  his  bishop  last  August  while  serving  a 
circuit  of  three  United  Methodist 
churches  here,  claims  his  dismissal  was 
“racially  motivated.” 

The  Rev.  Karl  G.  Mertz,  a 
probationary  member  of  the  UMC’s 
Mississippi  Annual  Conference,  has 
charged  in  an  appeal  to  the 
denomination’s  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  that  he  was  removed  from  his 
appointment  to  the  Washington  circuit  on 
the  basis  of  a  sermon  he  preached  last 
Aug.  20.  He  said  the  theme  of  the  sermon 
was  that  “a  person  cannot  be  a  Christian 
and  a  segregationist  at  the  same  time.” 

Bishop  MackB  Stokes  of  the  Jackson 
Area,  who  placed  Dr.  Mertz  on  leave  of 
absence  last  September,  told  TM/UMR 
that  he  is  “not  free  to  discuss  the  details 
of  the  situation”  because  to  do  so  would 
be  to  violate  the  “integrity  and 
confidentiality  of  the  appointment 
making  process.”  He  did,  however,  deny 
that  the  dismissal  was  on  the  basis  of  the 
racial  incident  and  said  other  matters 
were  involved  which  he  was  not  at  liberty 
to  discuss. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  Dakotas 
Area,  who  heads  the  UMC’s  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race,  said  his 
commission  will  issue  a  statement  on  the 
incident  during  its  meeting  this  week  in 
Huntington,  W.  Va.  He  said  the 
commission  has  been  aware  of  the 
incident  for  several  months  but  has  been 
slowed  down  in  its  investigation  because 
“the  bishop  (Bishop  Stokes)  did  not  want 
us  to  come  down  and  talk  to  him  about 
the  matter.”  Bishop  Stokes  claims  that 
since  the  situation  has  “nothing  to  do 
with  race,”  the  commission  has  no 
business  dealing  with  it. 

Dr.  Mertz,  who  is  white,  was  appointed 
to  the  Washington  circuit  in  June  1978 
and  told  TM/UMR  the  "people  were 
friendly  and  I.  had  no  indication  they 
were  dissatisfied  with  me." 

Following  his  August  20  sermon, 
however,  he  claims  he  was  faced  with 
open  hostility  and  a  verbal  blast  from  one 
woman  that  “no  nigger  has  ever  been  in 
this  church  and  no  nigger  ever  will  be  in 
it.”  Immediately  after  the  sermon  he 
says  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee  met  and  wrote  a  resolution 
calling  for  his  dismissal 

In  that  resolution,  the  committee 
charged  that  Dr.  Mertz’s  preaching  dealt 
too  much  with  “world  issues”  and 
excluded  topics  of  a  local  nature 


Atlanta  Area,  and  to  his  right.  Bishop  Arinin  Haertel  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic. 

After  the  sessions  between  the  Methodists  and  Catholics, 
the  dozen  participants  issued  a  statement  affirming  that 
"more  unifies  us  than  divides  us  in  our  mutual  understanding 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  life  of  the  individual  Christian  and  in 
the  shared  life  of  the  community  of  faith.”  The  subject  of  the 
dialogue  was  "The  Doctrine  and  Person  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

in  Dresden,  the  16  persons  taking  part  in  the  Methodist- 
Lutheran  inaugural  conversation  reported  they  "found 
consensus  in  the  conviction  that  the  Scriptures  must  be  the 
foundation  and  norm  for  any  theology.” 


Representatives  of  World  Methodism  and  two  historic 
strands  of  Christianity  completed  dialogue  sessions  last 
month  in  East  Germany  and  Rome.  Methodists  join 
members  of  the  international  Roman  Catholic  commission 
(left  photo)  in  a  prayer  vigil  before  the  "Tree  of  Life”  mosaic 
in  Rome’s  Basilica  of  San  Clemente. 


Dr.  B.  V.  Subbamma  of  India  (right  photo),  Lutheran  co- 
chairperson.  speaks  at  the  joint  theological  conversations 
held  in  Dresden.  East  Germany  Jan.  20-26  between 
representatives  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  and  the 
Lutheran  World  Federation.  Seated  next  to  her  is  the  other 
co-chairperson,  United  Methodist  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon, 


In  United  Methodist  churches 

Ash  Wednesday  ritual  revived 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  People  walking 
around  with  ashes  on  their  foreheads 
next  Wednesday  will  not  all  be  Roman 
Catholics,  Episcopalians  or  Lutherans. 
Some  of  them  will  be  United  Methodists. 

Though  still  relatively  small  in 
number,  a  “large  minority”  of  United 
Methodist  churches  are  returning  to  the 

Activists  rap 
proposed 

fund  change 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NEW  ROCHELLE,  N.Y.  -  A  group  of 
United  Methodist  social  activists  have 
lashed  out  here  at  a  proposed  change  in 
•the  denomination’s  World  Service 
funding,  claimingythe  new  plan  would 
"plant  seeds  of  mistrust  in  local 
churches”  and  lead  to  a  scramble  among 
church  agencies  for  funds. 

Opposition  to  the  funding  proposal  — 
along  with  calls  for  1980  General 
Conference  action  on  seven  fronts  — 
were  sounded  in  early  February  by  the 
executive  committee  and  annual 
conference  chapter  representatives  of 
the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action  (MFSA).  The  federation  began  in 
1907  and  is  now  an  unofficial  organization 
related  to  the  UMC. 

The  disputed  proposal  was  made 
several  weeks  ago  by  an  ad  hoc  body  of 
aproximately  100  persons  meeting  in 
Chicago.  (See  TM/UMR,  Feb.  9.)  It 
would  allow  a  local  congregation  to 
withhold  a  percentage  of  its  apportion¬ 
ment  designated  for  a  particular  agency 
"on  grounds  of  Christian  conscience," 
with  the  money  then  to  be  designated  for 
some  other  general  church  fund. 

Federation  executive  committee 
members  said  the  proposal  would 
compromise  the  church’s  “prophetic 
mission”  and  "make  a  mockery  of  the 
church’s  democratic  process”  because, 
they  claim,  the  proposal  is  being  made 
by  pastors  of  affluent  churches,  bishops, 
editors  and  others  with  privileged  access 
to  opinion-making  channels 
The  statement  says  the  MFSA  "views 
with  alarm”  the  “attempts  to  destroy  the 
fabric  of  the  church”  in  the  call  by 
"powerful  and  privileged  sectors  of  the 
church,  such  as  the  editor  of  the 
unofficial  United  Methodist  newspaper 
and  at  least  one  bishop,  for  General 
Conference  to  institute  the  option  of  the 
local  church  selective  veto  of  World 
Service.” 

The  executive  group  made  a  new 
suggestion  for  a  missional  priority  for 
the  church  during  1980-84 :  "Work  .” 
MFSA  executive  George  McLain  said 
issues  to  be  addressed  in  such  an 
emphasis  would  be  unemployment,  the 
deterioration  of  attitudes  toward  work, 
the  tax  revolt,  alternative  styles  of  work, 
the  labor  union  reform  movement  and 
patterns  of  work  and  overwork  in  the 
church. 

Other  fronts  named  by  the  executive 
group  in  which  MFSA  will  petition 
General  Conference  include:  Restoring 
the  option  to  an  annual  conference  to  pay 
all  pastors'  salaries  from  a  common 
fund,  12-year  term  episcopacy, 
restoration  of  the  possibility  of  non-UMs 
being  executives  for  church  agencies  and 
a  firm  policy  against  general  agency 
deposits  in  banks  with  loans  to  South 
Africa. 

A  position  paper  on  homosexuality 
recommends  removal  of  "pejorative 
language”  against  homosexuals  in  the 
“Social  Principles,”  deletion  of  Par. 
906.13  in  the  “Book  of  Discipline”  which 
forbids  use  of  funds  to  promote 
acceptance  of  homosexuality  and 
affirmation  of  annual  conference  boards 
of  the  ministry  to  determine  qual¬ 
ifications  for  ordination  rather  than  the 
seminaries. 


ancient  ritual  of  having  Ash  Wednesday 
services,  signaling  the  beginning  of  Lent, 
in  which  ashes  in  the  sign  of  the  cross  are 
placed  on  the  foreheads  of  worshipers, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman, 
worship  executive  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  here 

Traditionally,  ashes  come  from  the 
palm  leaves  used  the  previous  Palm 
Sunday  which  are  then  burned.  Ashes  are 
a  symbol  of  repentance  coming  from  the 
Old  Testament  —  as  in  the  story  of  the 
people  of  Ninevah  who  repented  of  their 
sins  at  the  preaching  of  Jonah  and 
covered  themselves  with  sackcloth  and 
ashes.  During  Lent  —  the  40  days  plus 
Sundays  before  Easter  —  Christians 
prepare  themselves  for  Christ’s  passion, 
death  and  resurrection  through 
repentance  and  sacrifice. 

Ash  Wednesday  rituals  have  not 
usually  been  a  part  of  the  Wesleyan 
movement  in  America,  except  in  areas 
where  there  were  great  Roman  Catholic, 
Episcopalian  or  Lutheran  influence.  Mr 
Hickman  told  TM/UMR.  Early  day 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  churches  —  predecessor  bodies 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  — 
steered  away  from  ritualistic  obser¬ 
vances  that  were  thought  to  be  too 
"Catholic.”  "Interestingly  enough,”  said 
Mr.  Hickman,  "the  practice  is  less 
conspicuous  among  Catholics  now.  ” 

"Now,”  said  Dr.  Grady  Hardin, 
professor  of  worship  and  preaching  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  "the 

Correction 

TM/UMR  was  in  error  when  we 
printed  the  article  in  the  Feb.  2  issue 
saying  that  the  Rev.  Deanna  Bleyle  of 
Greeley,  Colo.,  will  be  the  third  female 
district  superintendent  in  the  UMC.  She 
will  be  the  first  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
conference  and  the  third  currently  in  the 
UMC. 

However,  the  Rev.  Margaret  K. 
Henrichsen  of  North  Sullivan,  Me.,  has 
the  distinction  of  being  the  first  woman 
district  superintendent  in  American 
Methodism,  appointed  to  the  Bangor 
District  in  the  Maine  conference  in  1967. 
And  several  women,  we  understand, 
have  served  previously  in  overseas 
conferences. 


’Christian  Year’  as  a  whole  is  taken  more 
seriously  by  United  Methodist  churches 
The  colors  of  the  minister’s  stole,  altar 
paraments  and  Scripture  readings  follow 
the  seasons  of  the  ‘Christian  year’  more 
closely,”  he  said. 

“People  are  becoming  more  sensitized 
also  to  symbolic  activities.”  said  Mr. 
Hickman.  In  addition  to  Ash  Wednesday 
observances,  more  churches  are  having 
Palm  Sunday  processions  and  Maundy 
Thursday  services,  Upper  Room  style. 
He  says  the  value  in  these  symbolic 
activities  is  that  acting  out  a  scriptural 
event  helps  people  to  understand  better 
its  meaning  for  the  Christian  life. 

Too  much  preparation 

However,  both  worship  leaders  warned 
that  UMs  may  place  too  much  emphasis 
on  the  preparatory  seasons  of  Advent 
and  Lent,  rather  than  on  the  fulfillment 
seasons  of  Christmastide  and  Eastertide 
"People  work  themselves  to  death 
preparing  for  Christmas  day  and  Easter 
Sunday,  then  collapse  in  a  heap”  after 
the  day  is  over,”  said  Mr  Hickman. 
"The  seven  weeks  of  Eastertide  are  ndt 
celebrated  as  they  should  be.”  he  added.) 

“It  is  difficult  to  preach  for  seven 
Sundays  on  the  resurrection,  so  many 
pastors  ignore  the  season,"  said  Dr. 
Harden. 

Two  pastors  in  South  Carolina  told 
TM/UMR  they  will  hold  Ash  Wednesday 
services  complete  with  the  anointing  of 
foreheads  with  ashes.  The  Rev.  Eugene 
Holmes,  who  has  held  Ash  Wednesday 
services  for  a  number  of  years  in 
churches  he  has  served,  will  lead  one 
that  may  involve  other  churches  at 
Virginia  Wingard  UMC  in  Columbia. 
S.C.,  where  he  is  presently  pastor.  He 
held  services  there  last  year  using  a 
ritual  he  put  together  from  those  of  other 
denominations. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Sayer  of  Lewis 
Memorial  UMC  in  Newberry,  S.C.,  will 
conduct  an  Ash  Wednesday  service 
because  "it  is  an  excellent  example  of 
the  proclamation  of  Scripture,”  he  said. 
It  will  be  the  first  such  observance  for 
that  church  "United  Methodists  can 
have  rituals  too,"  said  Mr.  Sayer,  "not 
because  of  imitation  of  Catholics,  but  for 
their  meaning  and  intent.  ” 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


Invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Tour 

June  13-20,  1979 

A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  "Land  of  Jesus."  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  "the  rock”  in  Gethsemane.  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  "cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee.  Bethlehem. 
Nazareth.  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea.  the  River  Jordan.  Capernaum.  Mary’s 
well.  Caesarea.  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  "charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land 
worship  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Orville  C  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour 
Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  I..  Allen.  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street.  Houston.  Texas  77002 
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Church  ‘turns  on’  to  TV 


Communicators  claim  4 electronic  Word'  spreading 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Television  and 
related  technology  are  challenging  the 
best  minds  in  the  church  to  find  creative 
uses  for  this  communications 
•’hardware”  in  proclaiming  the  Gospel. 
TM/UMR  staff  writer  Pat  Sites  spent 
several  weeks  in  interviewing  persons 
involved  in  local  church  and  national 
ministries  utilizing  the  electronic  media 
and  filed  the  four  articles  on  this  page. 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  With  fresh  leadership  and 
fewer  fears  today,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  moving  “faster  than  we  may 
realize”  into  a  new  era  of  spreading  the 
Gospel  through  the  “electronic  Word.” 
claims  a  pioneer  in  church 
communications  here. 

Churches  large  and  small  are 
experimenting  with  a  sophisticated 
array  of  media  ministries.  Closed  circuit 
TV.  cable  networks,  video  cassettes  and 
computerized  learning  are  no  longer 
foreign  words  to  them,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Robertson,  Media 
Division  director  of  the  UM 
Communications  Council  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico. 

Some  real  fears  —  that  gadgets  might 
replace  people  and  that  TV  ministries 
exploit  people  —  have  had  to  be 
dispelled,  he  admits.  People  have  had 
good  reason  to  be  turned  off  by  “so  many 
TV  preachers  who  go  on  television  to  ask 
for  money  so  they  can  go  back  on 
television  to  ask  for  more  money.”  Their 
image  is  of  "an  electronic  church  which 
isolates  people  from  the  local  church 
community  instead  of  strengthening  it.” 

And  some  people  have  felt  threatened 
by  a  medium  they  weren’t  familiar  with 
—  “in  the  same  way  people  in  the  16th 
century  felt  threatened  by  the  Gutenberg 
Bible,  because  the  printed  Word  wasn’t 
familiar  to  them.” 

But  all  that  is  changing  today.  Dr. 
Robertson  insists,  as  churchpersons  see 
“exciting  things  happen  right  in  their 


own  local  church  communities”  through 
the  medium  of  television. 

The  litmus  paper  test  for  investing  in 
communications  “hardware”  —  or  any 
other  medium  —  he  says,  is  how  well  it 
will  foster  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  “in 
this  particular  community."  And  that 
holds  true  for  a  congregation  buying  its 
first  video  cassette  player  or  a  church 
agency  granting  funds  for 
communications  research. 

Build  in  safeguards 

To  assure  that  adding  video  resources 
will  really  foster  its  ministry  and  not  just 
fill  up  its  resource  center,  a  local 
congregation  must  build  in  some 
safeguards.  Dr.  Robertson  says.  Leaders 
need  to: 

•  Study  models  of  high-quality  media 
ministries  which  have  worked  well  in 
other  churches ; 

•  View  audio-visuals  as  an  additional 
resource  for  persons  to  use  —  not  as  a 
substitute  for  persons ; 

•  Determine  how  audio-visuals  can 
enhance  a  variety  of  ministries  — 
missions,  Bible  study,  evangelism, 
stewardship  —  not  just  one  or  two; 

•  Get  church  persons  to  commit 
themselves  to  learn  how  to  use  the 
media,  “not  just  to  run  the  equipment  — 
any  12-year-old  can  easily  learn  that  — 
but  so  they’ll  know  why  they’re  using  it”; 

•  Always  provide  leaders’  guides ; 

•  Use  audio- visuals  in  a  group  or  class. 
They  should  spark  dialogue  and  inter¬ 
action,  not  set  persons  apart  to  learn  in 
isolation; 

•  Educate  church  members  to  see  TV 
and  other  aids  as  educational  and 
informational,  not  just  as  entertainment. 

In  his  years  as  media  director  here  and 
chairperson  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction’s  communications  com¬ 
mittee,  Dr.  Robertson  says  he  has 
never  advocated  “the  electronic  church” 
approach  Rather  he  points  to  specific 
ministries  in  specific  communities  where 


technological  advances  have  enhanced 
ministry  and  urges  other  churches  “to 
see  how  that  might  meet  your  needs.” 

In  an  Amarillo,  Texas,  church,  he  says, 
a  cassette  ministry  in  nursing  homes  and 
hospitals  is  thriving,  and  video  tapes  of 
weddings  and  funerals  are  of  ongoing 
value  to  church  members.  In  the  UMC's 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  through  “Good 
News  Television,"  cassettes  taped  at 
local  churches  are  being  shown 
throughout  the  jurisdiction  via  cable 
networks.  Cable  networks  are  also  being 
widely  used  by  New  England  churches. 
Portable  black-and-white  television  sets 
in  Indiana  area  churches  are  channels 
for  teaching  and  other  purposes.  Here  in 
Dallas,  Dr.  Robertson  and  others  have 
piloted  audio-visual  programs  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  since  1970,  when  they 
created  a  Learning  Resources  Center  to 
“ignite  new  uses  of  communications  in 
the  church.” 

What  is  ahead? 

What  does  he  see  ahead  for  UM  strides 
in  communications  via  technology?  (1) 
Broader  use  of  video  cassettes  (as 
opposed  to  live  programming)  as  more 
churches  own  their  own  equipment;  (2) 
Cassette  tape  exchanges  by  a  network  of 
churches;  (3)  An  increase  in  the  number 
of  church-owned  production  studios;  (4) 
More  general  church  “seed  money"  or 
grants  for  regions  developing  their  own 
programs;  (5)  Church-owned  com¬ 
mercial  radio  and  TV  stations  which 
not  only  bring  in  revenue  but  also 
“illustrate  our  theology”  by  eliminating 
TV  violence,  for  example. 

A  rosy  picture?  Perhaps.  But  the  new 
leadership  now  growing  up  in  UM 
churches  has  also  grown  up  with 
communications  “hardware,"  he  notes. 
"These  people  are  not  intimidated  by  it; 
they  know  its  drawbacks  but  they  also 
see  its  value  as  a  resource  the  church  can 
tap.  They’re  drawing  us  into  a  new  era" 
in  church  communications,  he  said. 


4PLATO’  brings  computer-learning 
to  church  school  classroom 


In  Shreveport  church  stydio 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  When  members  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  here  were 
invited  recently  to  a  “PLATO  Party,"  it 
was  definitely  not  a  toga-and-sandals 
affair  where  everyone  sat  around 
spouting  ancient  philosophy. 

Far  from  it.  The  PLATO  they  were 
invited  to  meet  is  as  modern  —  and  until 
now  as  alien  to  church  circles  —  as  most 
sophisticated  technology  But  someday 
soon,  predict  those  who  brought  it  here, 
PLATO  may  be  one  of  the  family,  not 
only  here  but  in  UM  churdhes 
everywhere. 

PLATO  (Programmed  Logic  for 
Automatic  Teaching  Operations)  is  a 
computer,  programmed  to  teach  six 
different  courses  in  religious  education. 
Designed  by  and  for  United  Methodists  — 
a  “first”  for  any  denomination  —  it’s 
strictly  on  trial  here  and  at  two  other 
churches  in  Dallas  and  two  in  Nashville 
now  through  April,  as  an  alternative  way 
to  study  Christian  education  both  in  the 
classroom  and  one-on-one. 

To  pass  the  test  and  move  into  the 
mainstream  as  a  standard  UMC  teaching 
tool,  PLATO  will  have  to  answer  some 
hard  questions,  designers  admit:  Is  it 
effective?  Can  it  be  used  widely  in 
enough  different  ways  across  the  church 
to  justify  its  existence?  And  can  the  cost 
—  now  prohibitive  to  most  churches  —  be 
brought  down  sufficiently? 

Computer  learning  in  10  years 
If  it  answers  those  questions 
successfully,  then  perhaps  within  the 
next  10  years.  United  Methodists 
everywhere  will  have  access  to 
educational  opportunities  they  never  had 
before. 

The  PLATO  project  —  developed  by 
Control  Data  Education  Corporation  of 
Minneapolis  and  already  known  in 
business  circles  for  a  broad  range  of 
training  courses  —  is  being  piloted  by  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  and  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Dallas.  Along  with  First  Church, 
members  of  two  other  Dallas-area 
churches  (First  Richardson,  and  High¬ 
land  Park )  and  West  End  and  Rosebank 
in  Nashville,  are  trying  it  out. 

As  First  UMC  members  began  signing 
up  last  month  for  courses  in  everything 
from  UM  history  to  human  sexuality, 
they  found  the  Rev.  C.  Douglas  Caldwell, 
associate  minister,  who  heads  the 


_ Classified _ 

IF  YOU  BUY  palm  crosses  made  in  Africa,  you  help 

people  whose  income  is  $55  no  per  year  to  buy  the 
bare  necessities  of  life,  and  to  fill  health  and 
educational  needs  All  work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered  Orders  are  acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  25  to  guarantee  delivery  by  Palm 
Sunday  Rates  based  onMOO  per  100  $2  00  per  50:  in 
units  of  50  only  Only  individual  size  palms  are 
available  African  Palms.  P  O  Box  575.  Olney.  Md 
20832 

1980OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  with  Holy 

Land  or  Europe  World  Wide  Group  Travel 
Mission  tours  arranged.  Hosts  needed  WOMITO. 
Box  600515.  Miami  Springs,  Fla,  33166 
SPEND  EASTER  IN  JERUSALEM  on  lfi  day  Israel. 
Egypt  Jordan.  Greece  tour  departing  April  6  S139R 
from  New  York  Brochure  from  Rev  Frank 
Bramard,  Box  68.  Niles,  Ohio  444-16 
DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  position 

available  June  1.  1979  for  creative,  energetic  person 
who  cares  about  youth,  grades  7  through  12 
Responsible  for  program  development  and 
implementation  recruiting  and  training  of 
leadership  etc  Large  downtown  church  offers 
opportunity  to  develop  mimstnes  of  canng.  outreach 
and  spiritual  growth  Salary  open  plus  benefits 
Contact  Blair  P  Richards.  St  Luke  United  Method 
ist  Church  PO  Box  867  Columbus.  Ga  31902 
MUSIC  DIRECTOR  Part-time  St  Stephen  United 
Methodist  Church.  2520  Oates  Drive  Mesquite.  Tex 
75150  Phone  <214'  279-3552  Classical  and  popular 
.experience  needed 

■COKESBURY  BOOK  STORE  has  job  opening  for 
qualified  person  in  church  supplies  Retail 
•  experience  necessary  Send  resume  to  Cokesbury. 
730  West  Hampden.  Englewood,  Col.  801 10 


SHREVEPORT,  La.  —  As  the  camera  rolls  in  the  production 
studio  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  here,  the  Revs.  Jim 
Moore  (left)  and  Carl  Rhoads  launch  another  dialogue  which 
will  be  taped  and  shown  on  closed  circuit  TV  in  a  forthcoming 


church  school  session.  Television  ministries  are  big  at  First 
Church,  which  also  produces  its  own  live  telecast  of  Sunday 
worship  services  for  KSLA-TV  on  Shreveport’s  Channel  12. 

LOUISIANA  UMR  PHOTO 


Ministry  comes  alive  under  lights 


Pioneer  says  sharing  Gospel  requires  television 

in  religion  (which  is  the  message)  and 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON,  D  C.  -  If  the  mainline 
churches  take  seriously  the  mandate  to 
share  the  Gospel  with  the  world,  there’s 
no  way  they  can  stay  out  of  television  today, 
claims  a  United  Methodist  minister  here 
who  staked  out  a  “first”  in  religion 
telecasting  back  in  1956. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Bauman,  whose  Bauman 
Bible  Telecasts  now  appear  weekly  on 
WJLA-TV  here  and  in  71  other  U.S.  cities, 
^maintains  that  “never  in  history  has 


King’s  Manor  Methodist  Home 

Retirement  living  at  its  best! 

Three  levels  of  care  —  cottage, 
manor  and  nursing  home. 

Church  related  —  no  entrance  fee 
required  —  non-profit. 

Applications  appreciated  and 
processed  immediately. 

Cottages  available  now  ! 

For  more  information  write  or  call: 

Mrs.  Jovcr  l.voos.  Administrator 
King's  Manor  Methodist  Home 
P.O.  Box  1999 
Hereford.  Trx.  79045 
Phone:  i KOSl  364-0661 


there  been  a  more  effective  way  of 
reaching  people.”  To  ignore  television 
"just  because  commercial  television  has 
blown  it"  does  not  make  sense,  he  says. 
It’s  available  and  the  church  has  a 
responsibility  to  make  the  best  possible 
use  of  it. 

That  means,  he  believes, 
understanding  what  TV  can  do  uniquely, 
"not  just  taking  the  things  religion 
ordinarily  does  and  focusing  a  camera  on 
them.”  The  potentials  of  TV  are  in  its 
mobility,  variety,  timing  and  its  ability 
to  create  closeness  and  intimacy,  he 
says. 

Two  obvious  factors  have  kept  the 
UMC  and  other  mainline  churches  from 
jumping  on  the  TV  bandwagon, 
according  to  Dr.  Bauman,  who  is  also 
pastor  of  Foundry  UMC  here.  The 
expense  is  "very  intimidating."  And  the 
church  has  few  persons  who  are  really 
trained  to  make  the  best  use  of  the 
medium.  He  hopes  in  the  future  to  train 
seminarians  in  the  field.  And  he  would 
like  to  see  the  denomination  develop  a 
core  of  experts  who  are  firmly  grounded 


also  in  a  knowledge  of  television  (the 
medium). 

Worship  and  teaching  are  two  ways  the 
church  can  reach  out  through  television, 
but  not  the  only  ones.  Dr.  Bauman  says. 
Good  “talk"  and  “talk-back”  shows  in 
which  religious  and  moral  issues  can  be 
explored  are  most  effective,  he  claims. 
High-quality  dramatic  productions  need 
not  be  ruled  out  either.  He  cited  a 
forthcoming  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network  airing  of  a  Christian  soap  opera 
—  “in  which,  unlike  other  soap  operas, 
there  are  solutions  to  problems  — 
Christian  solutions.” 

Dr.  Bauman's  own  television  ministry, 
which  today  provides  one-hour  series  on 
the  Bible  and  everyday  life  and 
distributes  them  by  cassette  to  churches 
across  the  nation,  began  in  1956  when  he 
offered  the  first  college-credit  course  on 


religion  ever  given 


commercial 


television  Then  chaplain  and  faculty- 
member  at  American  University,  he 
recalls  having  "an  instinctive  feeling 
even  then  TV  was  a  valuable  way  to 
reach  people  where  they  are.  ” 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SHREVEPORT,  La.  —  When  lights 
went  out  and  closed  circuit  TV  went  on  in 
some  20  adult  church  school  classrooms 
at  a  United  Methodist  church  here  last 
Sunday,  it  was  clearly  business  as  usual. 

And  when,  an  hour  later  in  a  darkened 
production  studio  at  the  church,  chief 
technician  Jack  Easterwood  flipped 
switches  to  begin  a  live  color  telecast  of 
the  morning  worship  services,  that  too 
was  business  as  usual. 

“Going  into  all  the  world”  by  airwave 
has  become  a  way  of  life  for  many  of  the 
5,200  members  of  First  UMC,  which 
pioneered  in  religious  television  in  the 
50’s  and  today  owns  probably  the  most 
sophisticated  TV  production  facilities  of 
any  congregation  in  the  UMC. 

Equipped  with  color  cameras,  video 
cassette  machines,  a  special  effects 
console,  a  color  studio  lighting  system 
and  an  array  of  monitors  and  sound 
equipment,  the  studio  tucked  away  under 
a  walkway  of  the  church  complex  is 
completely  self-sufficient.  Five  closed 
circuit  channels  feed  some  60  color 
television  sets  placed  in  the  church’s 
classrooms.  Special  programs  are  being 
filmed  almost  weekly.  A  growing  library, 
of  church-produced  video  tapes  is 
available  not  only  to  First  Church 
members  but  also  to  other  congregations 
across  the  denomination. 

But  as  impressive  as  the  facilities  are, 
it’s  the  ministries  they  make  possible 
that  excite  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Dykes,  senior 
pastor,  who  started  First  UMC  on  its 
electronic  journey  back  in  1956.  In  both 
evangelism  and  education,  he  maintains, 
television  has  made  a  tremendous 
difference  in  the  life  of  this  church. 

Each  Sunday  morning  some  60,000 


persons  —  an  estimated  50  percent  of 
Shreveport’s  11  o’clock  viewing  audience 
—  “attend”  First  Church  worship  ser¬ 
vices  via  KSLA-TV  on  Channel  12.  Nearly 
one-half  of  the  congregation  is  involved  in 
church  school  classes,  where  most  of 
them  regularly  get  “taught"  by  TV 
lecturers,  interviews  with  noted 
authorities  or  panel  discussions  which 
have  been  taped  earlier. 

Currently  some  13  adult  church  school 
classes  are  viewing  weekly  segments  of 
Bible  study  from  the  “Our  Living  Faith” 
series  and  seven  other  classes  are 
studying  science  and  theology  as  part  of 
a  “Contemporary  Issues"  course.  All 
televised  presentations  are  followed  by  a 
teacher-led  discussion  —  and  all  are  kept 
on  tape  for  future  use  or  loaning  out. 

A  "Great  Minds”  series  of  taped 
interviews  conducted  by  Dr.  Dykes  with 
persons  such  as  the  late  Scottish  biblical 
scholar  William  Barclay  and  heart 
specialist  Dr.  Michael  DeBakey  will 
continue  to  bring  the  ideas  of  leading 
thinkers  to  church  school  students  —  and 
to  keep  those  ideas  for  posterity. 

Young  people  have  become 
increasingly  involved  in  ministry  on  both 
sides  of  the  TV  camera  as  Mr. 
Easterwood,  himself  a  volunteer  and  his 
all-volunteer  staff  train  them  as  camera 


technicians  and  direct  them  in  filming 
special  programs  they  hope  to  distribute. 

To  the  minister  of  education,  the  Rev. 
Carl  Rhoads,  who  heads  the  church’s 
television  ministry,  “there’s  no  end  to 
the  ways  television  can  extend  the 
ministry  of  this  church.” 

Even  the  “off  shoots”  are  exciting,  he 
says  When  First  Church  began 
producing  closed  circuit  TV  lessons  four 
years  ago,  teachers  saw  the  need  to 
preview  the  telecasts  in  order  to  plan  the 
follow-up  discussion.  Thus  began  regular 
Monday  luncheons  at  which  some  30-40 
teachers  turn  out  each  week  to  view, 
discuss  “and  do  some  of  the  best 
theologizing  we’ve  seen  in  this  church.” 

Dr.  Dykes  —  whose  televised  “Life¬ 
line"  series  on  Channel  12  some  22  years 
ago  has  led  to  today’s  “laboratory”  TV 
model  for  the  entire  UMC  —  is  a  firm 
believer  in  the  value  of  television  in 
spreading  the  Gospel.  "In  our  time  TV 
and  radio  are  really  the  primary  tools  of 
evangelism  —  reaching  persons  not 
active  in  the  church,”  he  says.  They’re 
also  invaluable  tools  for  drawing  people 
to  church  school  and  giving  them  top- 
quality  religious  education,  he  believes. 

Last  Sunday  morning,  as  usual,  when 
the  lights  went  out,  the  classrooms  were 
full. 


project  here,  already  an  “evangelist” 
for  computer-based  religious  education. 

The  advantages,  he  told  TM/UMR,  are 
overwhelming:  (1)  The  finest  quality 
Christian  education  available  anywhere 
can,  through  PLATO,  be  available 
everywhere.  (2)  Learning  with  PLATO  is 
personal  and  highly  individualized.  “You 
learn  at  your  own  speed,  your  own  level 
of  expertise.”  (3)  Each  student  has 
access  to  the  “teacher,”  who  monitors 
the  course-work  and  responds  (4) 
Motivation  to  learn  is  high,  and  the  group 
dynamics  in  a  classroom  where  PLATO 
is  used  is  “really  exciting.” 

One  immediate  “plus,”  First  Church 
members  discovered,  is  that  PLATO  is 
easy  to  use.  The  terminal,  one  of  which  is 
placed  in  each  of  the  five  pilot  churches, 
consists  of  what  looks  like  an  electric 
typewriter  and  a  television  set.  In  five 
minutes,  anyone  can  learn  to  operate  it, 
Mr.  Caldwell  finds. 

A  student  who  “signs  in”  for  a  PLATO 
course  proceeds  with  it  on  his/her  own 
level.  The  computer  “remembers”  when 
a  student  stops  working  and  returns 
automatically  to  that  point  when  study  is 
resumed  days  or  weeks  later.  Additional 
resources  can  be  chosen,  review  is  easy, 
and  questions  directed  at  a  “teacher” 
are  answered  regularly  when  the 
“teacher”  monitors  students’  work  and 
responds  directly  to  that  student  via 
PLATO.  Each  course  supplies  students 
with  printed  materials  to  which  the 
computer  relates  lessons  and  tests  —  and 
the  computer  is  quick  to  tell  a  student  if 
test  scores  indicate  further  study  of 
certain  material  is  needed ! 

At  First  Church,  PLATO  will  be  used 
regularly  in  adult  church  school  classes, 
Mr.  Caldwell  said.  But  other  uses  are 
also  being  explored,  “or  dreamed 
about."  The  entire  staff  at  First  Church 
will  take  the  course  on  UM  doctrine 
designed  by  Dr.  Leroy  T.  Howe  of 
Perkins.  Individuals,  both  lay  and 
clergy,  may  want  to  enroll  individually 
for  course-work,  Mr.  Caldwell  noted.  And 
Dr  Ben  Oliphint.  senior  pastor,  forsees  a 
day  when  neighborhood  Bible  study, 
courses  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes 
and  new  member  classes  will  all  benefit 
from  PLATO. 

Undoubtedly  in  evaluating  the  PLATO 
project,  the  church  must  confront  two 
kinds  of  costs,  says  the  Rev.  Howard 


Smith,  a  pastor  in  the  Oregon-Idaho 
conference  who  was  brought  to  Nashville 
as  project  director.  Costs  of  development 
must  go  down  for  the  denomination: 
the  entire  current  PLATO  system  has  a 
price-tag  of  approximately  $100,000.  And 
the  cost  of  leasing  terminals  must  come 
within  the  range  of  more  local  churches. 
Right  now  First  UMC  is  paying  $1,700  as 
its  share  to  lease  one. 

Another  key  factor  in  PLATO’S  future. 
Dr.  Smith  told  TM/UMR.  is  the  diversity 
of  uses  to  be  found  for  it  in  the  UMC.  "If 
we  find  it  as  valuabletor  laypersons  as  it 
is  for  pastors,  as  valuable  for  data 
gathering  as  it  is  for  education,  as 
valuable  for  small  churches  (perhaps  in 
clusters  or  districts)  as  it  is  for  large 
ones,"  then  the  church  has  found  a 
communications  tool  worth  investing  in, 
he  said. 

Does  he  really  foresee  a  day  when 
every  UM  “student”  will  be  taught  by 
PLATO?  Perhaps  not  —  “but  I  foresee  a 
day  when  every  UM  student  will  have 
access  to  PLATO,”  Dr.  Smith  said. 


DALLAS  —  With  a  helping  hand  from  the  Rev.  C.  Douglas  Caldwell,  associate 
pastor.  First  UMC  member  Martha  Christian  here  signs  in  for  a  course  with 
“PLATO,"  a  computer  programmed  to  teach  religious  education  in  a  pilot  project 
now  being  tested  by  the  United  Methodist  Church.  First  UMC  is  one  of  five  local 
churches  participating  in  the  four-month  “PLATO"  project.  craig mielke photo 


1866: 
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1866.  That's  when  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
founded  the  Freedmen's  Aid 
Society.  That  Society  created 
elementary  schools  which 
became  secondary  schools 
and  later  professional  schools 
and  colleges. 

Today,  their  heritage  resides 
in  the  twelve  institutions 
supported  by  the  Black  College 
Fund.  Together,  they  are  the 
proud  carriers  of  a  combined 
1,220  years  of  providing 
educational  opportunity  to 
Black  Americans. 

That's  a  higher  education 
portfolio  in  which  every  United 
Methodist  shares.  It's  an 
investment  made  through  the 
Black  College  Fund  .  .  .  the 
continuing  commitment  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to 
Black  educational  opportunity. 
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Views  religion  and  science 


Lutheran  seminar  looks  into  i crystal  halV . 


•  • 


On  science,  faith 

HOUSTON  (RNS)  -  Science  and 
Christianity  appear  to  be  coming 
together  and  increasingly  will  be  “saying 
the  same  things,”  a  scientist  predicted  at 
the  Lutheran  Brotherhood  Colloquium  on 
the  Church  in  Future  Society  here. 

Dr.  Willis  W.  Harman,  senior  scientist 
with  the  Stanford  Research  Institute  and 
associate  director  of  the  Center  for  the 
Study  of  Social  Policy,  said  a  major 
transformation  of  the  world’s  belief 
system  is  underway. 

He  said  the  value  shifts  are  taking 
place  in  such  basic  beliefs  as  the  nature 
of  ourselves,  our  neighbors,  the  universe 
and  authority. 

Dr.  Harman  said  science  had  become 
more  humble  as  the  dilemmas  of  modern 
industrialized  society  had  become 
increasingly  vexing. 

Areas  of  science  once  considered 
“taboo”  that  now  are  receiving  new 
scrutiny,  he  said,  are  hypnosis,  uncon¬ 
scious  processes,  psychosomatic  illness, 
sleep  and  dreams,  creativity,  biofeed¬ 
back  training,  psychic  phenomena  and 
state  of  consciousness. 

Recent  findings  imply,  he  said,  that 
unconscious  knowing  is  extensive,  that 
there  is  surprising  power  for  suggestive 
expectation,  that  mind  predominates 
over  biological  processes,  that  mind  is 
not  brain,  that  mind  is  extended  in  time 
and  space,  that  minds  can  be  joined,  and 
that  the  mind  ultimately  predominates 
over  the  physical. 

He  suggested  that  when  minds  are 
joined  together  in  prayer,  guidance  can 


be  obtained  for  a  society  that  has  lost  its 
way. 

“When  minds  join  in  asking  for 
direction  and  assistance,  by  their  very 
affirmation  they  tend  to  bring  that 
guidance  and  help  into  existence.  And  if  a 
group  of  individuals  are  responsible  for 
decisions  that  affect  the  future  welfare  of 
an  entire  society,  then  it  is  especially 
important  that  they  not  settle  for  less 
than  the  superior  guidance  that  is 
available  in  this  way.  That  is  the  highest 
form  of  leadership.” 

On  new  technology 

HOUSTON  (RNS)  -  Freedom  for 
science  but  tougher  controls  over  the 
technologies  it  spawns  were  urged  by  two 
speakers  here  at  the  Lutheran 
Brotherhood  Colloquium  on  the  Church 
in  Future  Society. 

“Science  should  remain  free  and  open 
in  the  search  for  knowledge,  but  the 
technologies  that  flow  from  science 
should  be  socially-managed  directed  to 
serve  human  needs,”  said  Dr.  Harlan 
Cleveland,  former  president  of  the 
University  of  Hawaii  who  is  now 
professor  at  the  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
School  of  Public  Affairs  at  the  University 
of  Texas. 

Dr.  Cleveland,  who  directs  the 
program  in  international  affairs  at  the 
Aspen  Institute  for  Humanistic  Studies, 
Princeton,  N.J..  said  the  human  race  is 
“at  a  watershed.” 

“Science  and  technology  have  driven 
us  for  300  years,”  he  said.  “It  is  desirable 
in  the  next  300  years  that  we,  the  people, 


get  in  the  driver’s  seat.” 

He  noted  that  people  have  begun  to 
question  the  inevitability  of  certain  kinds 
of  progress  offered  by  technology.  He 
cited  intercontinental  ballistic  missiles, 
the  B-l  bomber,  the  supersonic  trans¬ 
port,  genetic  engineering,  pollution- 
creating  industries  and  other  develop¬ 
ments. 

Dr.  Cleveland  urged  that  people  not 
wait  for  leadership  from  the  government 
on  issues. 

To  the  question  whether  churches  and 
church  people  are  responsible  for  public 
policy,  he  answered:  “For  responsible 
action,  no,  but  for  responsible  thinking, 
yes.” 

Dr.  Robert  Jungk  of  the  West  Berlin 
Center  for  Future  Research  warned  that 
the  world  may  be  on  the  road  to  a  new 
Holocaust  unless  it  learns  to  control 
“dangerous  technologies"  such  as  the 
nuclear  industry. 

“We  may  have  to  abandon  tech¬ 
nologies  when  they  prove  too 
dangerous,”  he  said.  “The  question  of 
risks  should  be  debated  more  openly.” 

But  Dr.  Jungk  said  he  saw  the 
beginning  of  a  movement  against  the 
corruption  of  science  similar  to  the 
reformation  movement  in  religion. 

"This  stems  from  a  conviction  that  our 
industrial  age  values  are  not  valid  any 
longer,”  he  explained.  “New  goals  of 
solidarity  and  love,  similar  to  religious 
goals,  are  being  established.  We  are 
becoming  less  material  and  an 
international  spirit  is  evolving.” 

Dr.  Jungk,  who  described  himself  as 


an  “encourager,”  said  one  of  the 
main  tasks  for  “the  Christian  community 
and  its  leaders  is  to  encourage  people  — 
to  give  them  courage  to  go  on  living. 

“We  cannot  afford  the  luxury  of 
despair,”  he  said. 

He  said  he  thought  the  stand  of  the 
Christian  church  on  nuclear  develop¬ 
ment  is  “not  clear  enough.”  He 
has,  he  added,  begun  to  develop  “future- 
creating  workshops”  that  go  beyond 
analysis  and  seek  to  provide  therapy  and 
new  solutions. 

“The  biggest  resource  we  have 
neglected  is  creativity,  which  exists  in 
every  person,”  he  said.  “The  values 
which  have  governed  our  technological 
society  can  no  longer  do  it.  We  must  go  in 
a  different  direction.” 

He  said  there  is  a  “new  groundswell  of 
movements  fed  up  with  success  and  ma¬ 
terial  goals, ’’suggesting  that  churches 
should  support  these  movements  and 
give  them  “respectability.  ” 

Dr.  Jungk  said  “futurists”  have  been 
“too  secular”  and  need  the  influence  of 
religion  and  other  disciplines. 

On  brain  research 

HOUSTON  (RNS)  -  The  world  is 
living  at  the  beginning  of  the  “golden 
age”  of  mind  and  brain  research, 
according  to  Jean  Houston,  director  of 
the  Foundation  for  Mind  Research,  New 
York. 

As  a  result,  she  told  250  Lutheran 
leaders  attending  a  Lutheran  Bro¬ 
therhood  colloquium  here  on  the 
church  in  future  society,  people  may  for 


the  first  time  in  history  become  “fully 
human.” 

At  present,  she  noted,  people  use  “an 
incredibly  tiny”  percentage  of  their 
brain  capacity. 

“We  live  in  the  attic  of  ourselves,”  she 
quipped.  “The  other  floors  and  the 
basement  are  relatively  unoccupied.” 

Ms.  Houston,  the  great-great  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Sam  Houston,  the 
“father”  of  Texas,  said  her  foundation  in 
14  years  of  research  had  found  the 
human  mind  to  be  “a  vast  and 
inexhaustible  resource. " 

“The  human  race  is  about  to  take 
major  growth  steps,”  she  said. 

“We  are  on  the  brink  of  a  planetary 
person  .  .  .  one  who  is  part  of  a  whole 
different  modality  of  knowing  and  being 
which  involves  a  profound  consciousness 
of  the  earth  as  well  as  an  understanding 
of  the  ecology  of  cultures. 

"The  planetary  person,”  she  con¬ 
tinued,  “resonates  with  persons  all 
over  the  earth  and  has  a  deep  sense  of  the 
flow  of  humanness.  We  desperately  need 
a  global  reality,  while  preserving  and 
deepening  the  integrity  of  our  American 
experience.” 

She  told  the  Lutheran  participants: 
“This  is  a  challenge  to  you,  as  stewards 
of  the  spirit  and  the  psyche,  to  question, 
t?  envision,  to  articulate  these  new 
possibilities  and  bring  them  into  the 
crucible  of  social  transformation. 

“The  deepest  question  is  the  religious 
question.  What  is  emerging  is  not  just 
metaphysical  hunger,  but  the  flowering 
of  the  seeded  genius  of  thousands  of 
years  of  eschatological  hopes  and 


imaginings  ...  the  creative,  spiritual, 
possible  human.” 

On  extending  life 

HOUSTON  (RNS)  —  Longer  lifetimes 
are  coming  but  the  older  society  will  be 
largely  female,  a  "futurist"  told  a 
Lutheran  colloquium  here. 

Theodore  J.  Gordon,  president  of  the 
Futures  Group  and  former  vice- 
president  of  the  Institute  for  the  Future, 
said  life  expectancy,  for  U.S.  babies  has 
increased  from  48  in  1900  to  72  in  1977, 
with  girl  babies  living  to  77  compared 
with  68  for  boy  babies. 

Scientists  now  are  beginning  to  see 
aging  as  a  disease  and  if  they  can 
determine  why  cells  die  may  make  it 
possible  to  extend  lifetimes  significantly 
in  the  next  century.  He  said  he  does  not 
expect  a  “cure"  for  aging,  but  said  it  is 
possible. 

Mr.  Gordon  said  people  need  to 
consider  whether  we  want  longer  life  and 
religion  should  consider  how  it  might 
have  to  change  should  biomedicine 
produce  immortality. 

Mr  Gordon  said  the  use  of  gene¬ 
splicing  will  make  it  possible  to  pro¬ 
duce  self-fertilizing  plants  and  to  make 
other  advances  but  said  there  will  be 
serious  ethical  problems  such  as  whether 
to  remove  criminal  tendencies  from 
people’s  genes. 

“We  have  to  learn  the  enormous  new 
developments  which  have  come  on  us  so 
suddenly  or  we  will  die.”  he  said.  “I  see 
us  being  called  to  a  great  mission  in 
order  to  make  the  world  fit  for  our 
children  and  grandchildren.  ” 


UM  youth  campers 
to  study  food  values 


.  NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  Youth  at 
United  Methodist  camps  will  be 
encouraged  to  develop  a  “primary 
relationship”  with  food  —  besides  eating 
it  —  next  year. 

Craig  Cramer,  a  recent  graduate  of  the 
College  of  Environmental  Science  and 
Forestry  at  the  State  University  of  New 
York,  has  been  employed  by  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Discipleship  for 
eight  months  to  develop  resources  for 
studying  about  food  values  and  world 
hunger  at  United  Methodist  camps. 

“Many  children  and  youth  don’t  know 
where  it  (food)  comes  from  and  what  it 
is,"  Mr.  Cramer  said.  “To  them  food 
means  a  'Big  Mac,’  something  you  grab 
along  the  way.  We  have  lost  much  of  the 
celebrative  aspects  of  food  and  its  life- 
giving  power.” 

The  program  resources  will  encourage 
campers  to  alter  their  consumption 
habits  by  considering  their  intake  of 
animal  protein,  highly  processed  foods, 
and  other  foods  as  they  fit  into  the 
context  of  global  supply. 


As  part  of  the  program,  Mr.  Cramer 
said,  “camps  might  grow  their  own  food 
and  involve  the  campers.  They  might 
teach  campers  how  to  grow  sprouts  or 
bake  bread.  Health  laws  often  prevent 
campers  from  helping  with  food 
preparation  but  they  might  be  taught  a 
variety  of  menus  for  outdoor  cookouts. 
Preparing  Chinese  stir-fried  vegetables 
and  rice  is  a  little  harder  than  hot  dogs 
but  just  as  much  fun.” 

Mr.  Cramer  stressed  that  “our  hope  is 
to  help  camp  program  leaders  and  food 
service  personnel  work  together  on  the 
issue.  We’re  not  trying  to  threaten  people 
or  make  them  feel  guilty.  We’re  not  going 
to  suggest  camps  jerk  sugar  bowls  off  the 
table  and  replace  them  with  soybean 
glop.  We  plan  to  approach  the  issue  from 
a  point  of  view  of  positive  stewardship.” 

The  program  is  being  developed  with  a 
$19,000  grant  from  the  United  Methodist 
Missional  Priority  on  World  Hunger 
fund.  The  resources  are  expected  to  be 
released  prior  to  the  1980  summer 
camping  season. 


Bishop  says  Pope  backs 
reform ,  not  partisanship 


PUEBLA,  Mexico  (RNS)  -  Arch¬ 
bishop  Oscar  Romero  of  El  Salvador 
said  that  the  Conference  of  Latin  Amer¬ 
ican  Catholic  Bishops  (CELAM)  meeting 
here  has  supported  Christians  like  those 
of  his  own  diocese  who  suffer  persecution 
in  Latin  America. 

The  Catholic  leader  of  the  Archdiocese 
of  San  Salvador,  the  nation’s  capital,  has 
been  an  outspoken  defender  of  priests 
and  laity  who  have  been  pressing  the 
government  for  social  and  political 
reforms  in  the  face  of  sometimes  violent 
opposition  from  the  oligarchy  that 
controls  the  Massachusetts-sized  Central 
American  country. 

Speaking  at  a  press  conference  here  at 
the  close  of  the  CELAM  meeting. 
Archbishop  Romero  clearly  indicated 
that  Pope  John  Paul  II,  in  his  opening 
address  to  the  CELAM  delegates,  had 


condemned  political  partisanship  by 
Catholic  clergy,  not  their  involvement  in 
struggle  for  political  reforms. 

Archbishop  Romero  introduced  two 
priests  whom  the  Salvadoran 
government  had  expelled  from  the 
country  —  Fathers  Jesus  Ortega  and 
Placido  Erdosain,  who  had  both  worked 
in  the  San  Salvadoran  archdiocese. 

Father  Ortega  described  how 
government  security  forces  raided  the 
area  around  the  town  of  Aguilares,  which 
adjoined  his  own  parish,  killing  peasants 
and  villagers. 

Archbishop  Romero  added  in  regard  to 
the  Aguilares  communities:  "The  accusa¬ 
tion  that  these  communities  were  sub¬ 
versive  was  only  a  pretext  to  unleash 
the  persecution.” 

“The  church  is  the  only  voice  of  the 
impoverished,”  said  Father  Erdosain, 
“and  that  is  the  root  of  the  persecution.” 


From  Advent  to  Lent 

FRIES,  Va.  —  The  Fries  United  Methodist  Church's  Chrismon  tree  is  living  on 
into  Lent  as  an  “old  rugged  cross."  When  the  tree  was  taken  down  after  Christmas, 
the  branches  were  trimmed  off  and  the  trunk  saved  to  form  the  cross.  A  crown  of 
thorns  will  be  mounted  on  the  bare  cross  at  the  beginning  of  Holy  Week.  Part  of  the 
branches,  which  were  saved  from  the  tree,  were  burned  to  provide  ashes  for  the 
Ash  Wednesday  service  this  week.  Then,  on  Easter  morning,  the  cross  will  be 
covered  with  Easter  lilies,  signifying  the  victory  of  the  Risen  Christ  over  sin  and 
death.  iiolston  conf.  imr  photo 


"Besides  the  fuel  savings,  we  find  that  our  front  pews  are  filled 
up  first.” 


ALEXANDRIA,  Minn.  —  This  cartoon,  by  Paul  Ingelin,  appeared  recently  in 
Circuit  Rider  II,  the  Northwest  District  page  of  the  Minnesota  Conference  edition 
of  TM/UMR.  The  page  contained  several  articles  on  energy  conservation, 
and  suggestions  for  what  churches  can  do  to  survive  the  winter  and  conserve 
energy.  With  recent  temperatures  in  that  area  well  below  zero,  these  Minnesotans 
ought  to  know! 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 

Should  parents  snoop? 


Dear  Deborah: 

Does  a  Christian  parent  have  the  right 
to  read  their  teen-ager's  diary  and 
letters ?  I  guess  the  question  is  asked  just 
to  set  my  mind  straight  about  something 
l  already  did.  Our  beautiful  daughter, 
now  17,  shows  signs  (I  went  to  a  class  at 
our  church  and  learned  what  these  are) 
of  using  drugs  and  liquor,  too.  When  I  got 
home  from  this  lecture  I  looked  through 
her  drawers  and  found  her  diary  and 
some  letters.  I  still  feel  numb  by  what  I 
found. 

There  it  was  written  out  in  plain  black 
and  white  that  she  not  only  uses  drugs 
and  liquor  but  also  is  having  sex  with  two 
men.  The  trouble  is  I  feel  guilty  and  wish 
I  didn't  know!  I  feel  I  can't  confront  her 
because  she  would  never  trust  me  again 
for  going  into  her  private  drawers.  I  do 
not  want  to  talk  with  our  minister 
because  it  seems  to  me  I  am  betraying 
information  about  her  by  telling  him.  Did 
I  do  wrong?  What  can  I  do? 

A  troubled  mother 
Dear  Troubled  Mother: 

Yes,  I  believe  you  did  wrong  by 
invading  your  daughter’s  privacy  —  at  17 
she  is  entitled  to  some  private  matters. 
The  time  for  confrontation  is  when  you 
detect  the  use  of  alcohol  or  drugs  so  that 
you  can  speak  about  this  to  her  on  the 
evidence  that  is  obvious.  This  will  open 
up  communication  if  you  really  care 
about  her  more  than  you  care  about  her 
reputation  or  yours;  that  is,  if  you  really 
want  to  help  her  Parents  always  feel 
guilty  when  their  children  are  in  trouble. 
The  trick  is  to  get  one’s  emotions  under 
control  and  let  one’s  love  shine  through. 

Dear  Deborah: 

My  two  older  sisters  were  married  in 
our  church  by  our  former  pastor  who  has 
always  seemed  like  a  member  of  our 
family.  Now  I  am  going  to  be  married  in 
June  and  I  want  very  much  to  have  the 
former  minister  marry  me,  too.  My 


father  tells  me  that  this  is  not  right  and 
that  I  should  be  married  by  the  present 
minister  and  if  I  want  I  can  invite  the  old 
friend  to  take  some  smaller  part  in  the 
service.  To  me  this  all  seems  ridiculous. 
Why  can't  I  do  what  I  want,  it's  my 
wedding. 

Sincerely, 
M.  L. 

Dear  M  L.: 

It  may  be  your  wedding  but  it  is  your 
present  pastor’s  church.  Put  yourself  in 
your  pastor’s  shoes  for  a  while  —  how 
would  you  feel  if  everyone  in  your  parish 
called  in  the  former  pastor  for  every 
important  occasion  in  their  family? 

Dear  Deborah 

Please  tell  me  the  “three  possible 
means "  of  baptism  which  you  mention  in 
your  answer  on  Dec.  15.  1978. 

•  Thank  you  very  much. 

F.  L. 

Dear  F.  L. : 

See  Number  828  in  your  “Methodist 
Hymnal,”  the  fourth  paragraph:  “This 
sacrament  may  be  administered  by 
sprinkling,  pouring,  or  immersion.”  I 
rather  suspect  that  most  pastors  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  pray  fervently 
that  no  one  ask  for  immersion ! 

“Dear  Deborah,  the  only  column  that 
appears  regularly  each  week  on  this 
page  of  TM/UMR,  begins  its  third  year 
this  week.  The  author  i&  a  Christian 
counselor  who  offers  her  insight  into 
contemporary  personal  problems  that 
people  have  as  they  live  their  faith.  She 
was  given  the  name  Deborah  after  the 
biblical  Deborah  who  helped  her  people 
settle  their  problems.  Readers  are 
encouraged  to  write  Deborah  for  help. 
Although  individual  letters  cannot  be 
answered,  questions  for  the  printed 
column  will  be  selected  from  the  letters. 
Write:  "Dear  Deborah”  P  O.  Box  221076. 
Dallas  Texas  75222. 


6Meals  on  Wheels’  may 
be  threatened  by  law 


WASHINGTON,  DC.  (RNS)  -  The 
“Meals  on  Wheels”  programs  (most  of 
which  are  operated  by  local  churches 
and  synagogues  throughout  the  country) 
could  be  threatened  by  legislation 
recently  passed  by  Congress,  a  public 
interest  study  group  says. 

And  two  persons  working  in  or  with 
church-operated  programs  here  agree 
there  is  reason  for  concern  if  the  Carter 
Administration  pushes  for  money  to  fund 
the  legislation. 

The  American  Enterprise  Institute  for 
Public  Policy  Research,  an  independent, 
publicly-supported,  educational  and  re¬ 
search  organization  based  here,  has 
released  a  study  titled  “Federalizing 
Meals-on-Wheels:  Private  Sector  Loss  or 
Gain?”  written  by  Michael  Balzano, 
former  head  of  ACTION  and  currently  an 
AEI  resident  fellow. 

“The  federal  government’s  duplication 
of  the  meals  on  wheels  program  could 
constitute  a  threat  to  ot  her  non-profit 
organizations  large  or  small,  which 
might  one  day  find  a  federal  competition 
delivering  social  services  they  now  per¬ 
form.” 

In  the  41-page  study,  Mr.  Balzano 
argues  that  existing  local  grassroots 
organizations  already  possess  the 
capability  for  administering  meals  on 
wheels  programs  on  a  non-profit, 
voluntary  basis,  without  governmental 
involvement. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Frazier,  president  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  Council  of  Meals 
on  Wheels,  says  his  organization  can  feed 
25  people  for  a  week  for  $375.  Taxpayers 
would  have  to  pay  $1,500  for  the 
government  to  feed  the  same  25  people 
fora  week,  he  said. 

Neil  Scott,  who  has  been  active  in 
church  and  synagogue-affiliated  and 
other  privately -opera  ted  meals  on 
wheels  programs  for  eight  years,  told 
Religious  News  Service  the  con¬ 
gressional  legislation  would  “destroy 


the  religious  aspect  of  meals  on  wheels  ’ 
and  weaken  voluntarism  in  this 
country." 

Specifically,  the  legislation  amends  the 
Older  Americans  Act  to  create  a  federal 
meals  on  wheels  program  to  provide  a 
hot,  home-delivered  meal  for  elderly 
persons  who,  because  of  ill  health  or 
physical  incapacity,  are  unable  to 
prepare  meals  for  themselves  or  attend 
neighborhood  nutrition  centers. 

Noting  that  privately-operated  meals 
on  wheels  programs  have  been 
functioning  in  the  United  States  for  more 
than  25  years,  Mr.  Balzano  says  in  the 
study  that  “hundreds,  possibly  thou¬ 
sands  (of  such  programs)  have  sprung 
up  in.  response  to  an  ever-rising  demand 
for  service.” 

“Most  of  these  private  neighborhood 
meals-on-wheels  programs  have  relied 
almost  exclusively  on  volunteers  to 
organize  the  program  and  deliver  the 
meals  to  the  homes  of  the  elderly,  and  on 
charitable  institutions  —  church,  civic 
organizations,  the  United  Way  —  to 
subsidize  recipients  who  are  unable  to 
pay  for  their  meals,”  he  states 

Mr.  Scott,  who  organized  the  National 
Association  of  Meals  on  Wheels  and 
currently  is  a  volunteer  worker  in  the 
meals  on  wheels  program  operated  by 
Capitol  Hill  United  Methodist  Church 
said  80  percent  of  meals  on  wheels 
programs  in  the  country  are  operated  by 
local  churches  or  synagogues 

“We  estimate  there  are  about  2,000. 
meals  on  wheels  programs,  each  serving 
an  average  of  30  home-bound  people,  the 
majority  elderly,  with  a  total  of  600,000 
people  served  each  day,”  he  said. 

"For  religious  groups  operating  meals 
on  wheels  programs,  their  action  is  a 
statement  of  their  faith,”  said  Mr.  Scott, 
son  of  a  retired  Disciples  of  Christ  pastor 
in  Ohio. 

“The  religious  element  will  have  to  go 
under  the  government  program,”  he 
said  “There  is  a  real  need  for  federal 
funding  of  meals  on  wheels  programs,” 
he  added. 


A  parish  that  practices  what  it  preaches 

WELLINGTON.  Fla.  —  Here's  a  church  that  practices  ecumenicity  as  well  as 
preaches  it.  Standing  before  the  cross  in  St.  David's-In-The-Pines  Epit  copal  Mission 
here  are  clergypersons  of  four  different  religious  groups  which  use  the  Episcopal 
(  hurch  for  worship  and  study.  Left  to  right  are  the  Presbyterian  pastor.  United 
Methodist  pastor.  Episcopal  priest  and  two  Jewish  rabbis. 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Denmark,  pastor  of  St.  Peter’s  United  Methodist  Church,  says  the 
congregation  may  lack  a  building  of  its  ow  n  —  which  it  will  begin  to  build  in  early  1980 
—  but  the  70  members  will  have  a  much  firmer  understanding  of  the  meaning  of 
ecumenical  and  interreligious  concerns  after  sharing  a  building  and  scheduling 
activities  with  three  other  groups.  timfs  photo  from  Florida  umr 
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'Total  Living' 
Retirement  Center 
Planned  For  Shreveport 


DeFreese 


The  total  living,  not-for-profit 
retirement  center  planned  by  Multi- 
Faith  Retirement  Services  is  pictured 
above.  To  the  left  of  the  picture  are  the 
large  one  and  two  bedroom  apartments 
Towards  the  center  is  the  community 
building  where  the  smaller  apartments 
will  be  located,  as  well  as  the  central 
dining  room,  chapel-auditorium, 
recreation  room,  lounge,  library,  gift 
shop,  and  day  care  room.  To  the  far 
right,  the  nursing  facility  is  pictured.  In 
all.  there  will  be  104  apartments,  and  130 
beds  in  the  nursing  care  unit.  The  project 
is  planned  to  begin  construction  in  late 
1979  or  early  1980,  upon  completion  of  a 
building  fund  drive  which  is  now  in 
progress.  The  Board  of  Trustees  has  set  a 


goal  of  $2.5  million  for  the  drive  to  apply 
toward  the  total  project  cost  of  $5.5 
million. 

A  36  acre  tract  of  land  in  SE 
Shreveport,  close  to  where  La.  Highway 
1  intersects  with  Flournoy-Lucas  Road, 
has  been  pledged  to  the  organization. 
Only  11  acres  are  to  be  used  in  the  project 
pictured  above.  The  remaining  land  will 
be  used  to  add  additional  housing  units  as 
money  becomes  available. 

Multi-Faith  Retirement  Services, 
formerly  known  as  Methodist 
Retirement  Services,  is  a  not-for-profit 
corporation  whose  primary  purpose  is  to 
care  for  the  needs  of  retirement  age 
persons  through  the  construction  and 


operation  of  a  comprehensive  retirement 
center.  It  is  administered  by  a  volunteer 
Board  of  Trustees,  who  come  from  8 
religious  denominations.  United 
Methodists  on  the  Board  are  Mary  Allen, 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  Louvenia 
Carter.  William  J.  Colbert,  Jr.,  Dr. 
Leonard  Cooke,  Dr.  A.  E.  Dean,  Jr.. 
Travis  DeFreese,  Joy  Dunkelman,  Dr. 
Benedict  Galloway.  Bennie  Greer.  Flora 
Goodrich,  Bertrand  Greve.  Ruth  Hall, 
Marie  Hamel,  Dr  Theodore  Kauss,  Joan 
Lay,  Rev.  Terral  Lowe,  John  Lund,  A.  M. 
Moody,  John  Palmer,  Dorothy  Parsley, 
Juanita  Pomeroy.  Betty  Lane  Querbes, 
Nell  Rickey,  George  R.  Schurman, 
Louise  Shaffer,  Eleanor  Tyler,  Winona 
Ward,  and  Herman  Williamson,  Jr. 


Schurman,  Kauss,  Greve  And 
DeFreese  Head  Fund  Drive 


Four  business  and  civic  leaders  from 
North  Louisiana  have  accepted 
leadership  positions  in  a  $2.5  million 
Building  Fund  Drive  to  secure  the  funds 
so  that  the  retirement  center  can  be  a 
reality.  All  accepted  their  positions  with 
enthusiasm,  and  are  hard  at  work  to 
achieve  their  goal. 

George  R.  Schurman,  President  and 
Board  Chairman  of  Schurman  Oil  and 
Gas,  Inc.,  and  Schurman  Reality 
Company,  has  been  named  General 
Chairman  of  the  campaign. 

Dr  Theodore  Kauss,  pictured 
elsewhere  on  this  page,  is  vice  president 
and  director  of  the  Frost  Foundation,  and 
a  former  dean  and  Acting  President  of 


Dr.  Theodore  Kauss,  Chairman  of  the  Major  Gifts  Division,  and 
Herman  Williamson,  Jr.,  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
are  pictured  looking  at  the  architectural  plans  at  the  future  site  of 
the  proposed  retirement  center. 


36  Acre  Tract  Donated  To  M.R.S. 


A  36  acre  tract  of  land  has  been 
pledged  to  M.R.S.  by  Mr.  and  Mrs  John 
Franks  for  the  development  of  the  Multi- 
Faith  Retirement  Center,  according  to 
an  announcement  by  George  R 
Schurman.  Chairman  of  the  Building 
Fund  Drive. 

The  tract  is  located  in  Southeast 
Shreveport,  on  the  Flournoy-Lucas  Road, 
less  than  one-half  mile  from  its 
intersection  with  Youree  Drive 
(Louisiana  Highway  1).  The  site  is  level 
and  is  easily  accessible  from  all 
directions. 

The  first  phase  of  development  will 
utilize  only  11  acres  for  a  complex  which 
will  offer  a  wide  variety  of 
accommodations  for  persons  62  years  of 
age  and  older. 

•Words  are  inadequate  to  express  our 


appreciation  for  such  an  extraordinary 
gift.”  Mr.  Schurman  said  ‘By  making 
such  a  generous  donation.  I  feel  that  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Franks  have  insured  the 
success  of  our  drive.  This  long  needed 
community  center  will  soon  be  built  to 
serve  the  needs  of  our  older  citizens .  ’  ’ 
Though  a  date  for  groundbreaking  has 
not  been  set.  it  is  hoped  that  construction 
can  begin  in  early  1980. 


A  Message  Trom  A  he  Chairman  OfAhe  ‘Board 

My  Dear  Fellow  Methodists: 

May  I  please  share  with  you  a  brief  story  out  of  my  life:  Some  eight  years 
ago  the  path  of  my  life  took  a  small  turn  which  offered  me  the  opportunity  to 
observe  some  gaps  in  the  ability  of  our  community  to  care  for  the  needs  of  its 
older  citizens.  Over  the  next  four  years  (a  development  period  for  me)  I  was 
gently,  almost  imperceptibly,  guided  along  this  path,  gathering  knowledge  and 
understanding,  until  one  day  the  following  conversation  took  place  between  me  and 
my  Guardian  Angel : 

G.A  :  Now.  are  you  ready  to  do  your  part  in  getting  a  retirement  center  for 
Shreveport? 

Me:  Who.  me?  I  am  not  qualified.  I’ve  never  done  anything  like  that!  I .  .  . 

G.A  :  Hush!  I  know  all  about  you.  I  know  your  weaknesses,  and  your  strengths.  I  did 
not  say  you  had  to  do  it  all.  I  said.  “Will  you  do  WHAT  YOU  CAN?”  Has  it  ever 
occurred  to  you  that  everyone  else  is  just  waiting  to  see  if  you  are  willing  to  do  your 
share,  then  they  will  do  their  share? 

Me:  You  mean,  the  only  reason  we  don’t  have  a  retirement  center  already  is 
because  I  haven’t  been  willing  to  do  all  I  can  to  help  it? 

G.A. :  It  is  entirely  possible  that  is  correct.  Why  not  try  it  out?  I  realize  that  you  feel 
inadequate,  and  I  also  know  it  won’t  be  easy.  Always  remember  that  with  God  all 
things  are  possible. 

That  conversation  took  place  four  years  ago.  The  intervening  years  have  proven 
that  my  dear  guardian  angel  was  right. 

Now  may  I  ask  you.  are  you  one  of  these  ‘‘other  people”  who  are  just  waiting 
to  do  your  part?  Ask  your  angel  about  it.  We  sincerely  need  YOUR  help. 

Faithfully  in  Christ, 

L§.liYlenM\J  tifkruL 

Mrs.  HughT.  Ward 


Centenary  College.  He  has  accepted  the 
position  of  Major  Gifts.  Chairman  With 
MRS.  Bertrand  Greve, ‘  Vice  President 
of  Bayou  State  Oil  Company,  will  head 
the  Special  Gifts  Division;  and  Travis 
DeFreese,  District  Manager  for  South 
Central  Bell,  will  lead  the  General  Gifts 
Division. 

Schurman  said  that  they  are  all  aware 
of  the  needs  of  older  persons,  and  are 
eager  to  play  a  part  in  bringing  this  long 
needed  ministry  to  Shreveport.  ‘‘Putting 
Retirement  housing,  recreation,  and  long 
term  health  care  all  on  the  same  campus 
can  be  of  great  benefit  to  those  who  live 
there,”  Schurman  said.  ‘‘Adding  the 
church  relationship  to  this  type  of  facility 
will  be  of  untold  benefit  because  of  the 
love  which  will  come  with  this  religious 
emphasis.” 

As  this  newspaper  deadline 
approaches,  approximately  one-half  of 
the  goal  has  been  reached.  Much  has 
been  accomplished,  but  there  is  still  a 
long  way  to  go.  For  more  information  on 
the  project  and  its  needs,  contact  the 
MRS  office,  P.O.  Box  6026,  Shreveport, 
71106,  or  call  318/221-3680.  Brochures  are 
available  which  describe  the  project  in 
more  detail  than  is  possible  on  this  one 
page. 


Contributions  to  MRS  are  tax 
deductible.  Donations,  Pledges  or 
Bequests  should  be  made  to  Multi- 
Faith  Retirement  Services.  P.O. 
Box  6026,  Shreveport,  La.  71106. 


What  is  MRS?  A  religiously  oriented, 
non-profit  corporation 

What’s  its  purpose?  To  develop  a  retire¬ 
ment  center 

Where?  In  Southeast  Shreveport,  on  the 
Flournoy  Lucas  Road 

When?  Anticipated  opening  date  is  late 
1980 

Who  may  live  there?  Persons  over  62 
years  of  age 

Are  apartments  part  of  the  center?  Yes; 

4  different  sizes:  Two  Bedroom,  Large 
One  Bedroom,  Small  One  Bedroom, 
and  Efficiency 

Is  nursing  care  offered?  Yes,  a  fully 
licensed  nursing  facility  with  38 
private  rooms  and  46  semi-private 
rooms  is  part  of  the  plan. 

Will  meals  be  provided?  Meals  will  be 
offered  to  all  residents.  Apartment 
residents  may  choose  to  prepare  some 
of  their  meals  in  their  apartments. 

Will  religious  services  be  offered?  Yes, 
there  is  a  chapel  planned;  and 
Protestant,  Catholic,  and  Jewish 
services  will  be  offered. 

What  is  the  construction  cost?  $5.5  million 

How  much  must  be  raised?  $2.5  million 

Has  any  been  raised  yet?  Yes,  approxi¬ 
mately  one-half  of  the  $2.5  million  has 
already  been  raised. 

How  much  are  you  spending  to  raise  the 

money?  We  have  no  professional 
fund  raisers,  and  are  keeping  our  fund 
raising  costs  at  a  very  low  1.5 %  of  our 
$2.5  goal.  THIS  IS  EXCEPTIONALLY 
LOW,  and  means  that  your 
contribution  will  go  for  the  buildings, 
and  not  for  publicity. 

Are  donations  tax  deductible?  YES 

What  size  donations  are  needed?  All 
sizes,  from  small  memorials  to  full 
apartment  dedications  or  larger. 

Where  is  your  office?  In  downtown 
Shreveport  at  Room  210.  619  M atVdt 
Street.  Our  mailing  address  is  P.O: 
Box  6026,  Shreveport,  La.  71106. 

Are  you  accepting  pledges?  YES,  you 
may  make  a  pledge  payable  over  a  3 
to  5  year  period. 

Are  you  Accepting  applications  for 

admission?  We  are  not  accepting 
applications  yet,  but  are  keeping  a  file 
on  persons  who  wish  to  be  contacted 
as  soon  as  we  are  ready  to  accept 
applications.  Simply  mail  us  your 
name  and  address  with  a  notation  to 
add  your  name  to  this  list. 

Must  one  turn  over  all  his  property  to  get 
into  the  center?  Absolutely  not!  Our 
residents  will  pay  a  monthly  charge 
based  on  the  actual  cost  of  providing 
the  service. 

Will  Medicaid  residents  be  accepted? 
YES 

How  many  persons  will  be  able  to  live  in 
the  center?  In  phase  one,  which  is 
pictured  here,  there  will  be  room  for 
around  260  persons.  We  have  a  36  acre 
tract  of  land,  and  this  first  phase  will 
use  only  11  acres.  When  we  are  fully 
developed,  there  will  be  accom¬ 
modations  for  600  persons. 

What  religious  groups  are  represented  on 
your  board?  United  Methodists,  Bap¬ 
tists.  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians, 
Catholics,  Lutherans,  Jews,  and  Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ. 

If  I  really  want  to  help  you.  what  can  I 
do? 

Send  a  pledge  or  contribution  to  us  at 
P.O.  Box  6026,  Shreveport,  La.  71106. 
Or  call  us  at  318/221-3680  for  more 
information. 

ONLY  WITH  YOUR  HELP  SHALL  WE 

SUCCEED! 


RETIREMENT  CENTER 
1 _ ^  FLOURNOY  LUCAS  ROAD 


Many  major  memorial  opportunities  are  available  for  persons  who  are 
able  to  contribute  $5,000  or  more  If  you  pledge  or  contribute  as  much  as 
$40.  you  will  be  enrolled  as  an  honorary  member  of  our  "Square  Foot 
Society”  and  will  receive  a  beautiful  certificate  of  appreciation. 

We  appreciate,  and  acknowledge  promptly,  all  donations  and  pledges. 
If  yours  is  a  memorial  contribution,  please  indicate  the  person  to  whom 
t  he  not  ice  should  be  sent 


I  wish  to  contribute/pledge  $ 


Amount  Enclosed  $  . 


I  will  pay  my  pledge  in  _ 


_  years.  <  no  more  than  3 ) 


I  will  pay:  Annually  Semi-Annually  H  Quarterly  Monthly  n 

I  will  consider  remembering  Multi-Faith  Retirement  Services  in  my  will. 

Signature 


Name  ( please  print  or  type) 


Street 


City  State  Zip 


Home  Church 


Donations  are  tax  deductable. 
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Louisiana  Men  To  Join  Jurisdictional  Retreat 


This  is  a  first  for  the  men  in  the 
conference:  a  jurisdictional  men’s 
retreat. 

Men  from  all  conferences  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  will  be  gathering  at 
Norman.  Okla.,  March  17-18. 

Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich  Jr.  of  the 
Missouri  Area’s  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  the  keynote  preacher. 
Also,  general  board  staff  members,  such 
as  Allen  Brown,  Robert  Standhardt  and 
Jim  Snead,  will  be  present. 

;  During  the  retreat  an  original  program 
;of  the  purpose  and  objectives  of  the 
United  Methodist  Men  —  especially  in 
the  areas  of  prayer  and  participation  — 
;will  be  developed. 

This  evangelistic  opportunity  and 
seminar  has  been  planned  to  be  similar 


to  the  Second  National  Congress  of 
United  Methodist  Men  held  at  Purdue  in 
1977.  Dale  Waymire,  our  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  United  Methodist  Men’s 


president,  and  Duane  Bruce,  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  executive  secretary, 
have  planned  the  event. 

Men  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 


interested  in  attending  should  contact 
Ernest  Arnold,  4320  General  Pershing 
St..  New  Orleans.  La.,  70125,  or  (504)  821- 
5408 


College  Weekend  Experience 
Set  For  High  School  Students 


SHREVEPORT  —  High  school  seniors 
and  juniors  will  get  a  taste  of  college  life 
when  they  visit  Centenary  College’s 
Weekend  at  College  March  24  and  25. 

The  visiting  students  will  live  in  the 
dorms,  eat  in  the  school’s  cafeteria ,  meet 
students  and  teachers,  view  a  Marjorie 


Lyons  Playhouse  Production  and  a  stage 
band  performance,  and  tour  fraternity 
and  sorority  houses. 

A  street  dance  is  also  on  the  agenda. 

Registration  is  from  9  to  noon  on 
March  24,  Saturday,  and  the  event  will 
conclude  Sunday.  March  25.  with  brunch 


and  a  worship  service. 

The  cost  for  the  event  is  only  $5. 
Students  are  asked  to  bring  personal 
items  and  sleeping  bags.  More 
information  can  be  obtained  by 
contacting  your  pastor  or  writing  Office 
of  Admissions,  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  La  71104. 


Editorially  Speaking 

Camera  Sees  Heart 


“This  camera  takes  pictures  of  the 
inner  heart,”  read  the  headline  to  a  story 
in  my  local  paper.  With  interest,  I 
scanned  the  story  about  a  new  device  to 
help  physicians  treat  heart  patients. 
Then  my  eyes  returned  to  the  headline, 
and  I  thought.  ‘‘God,  is  like  that.” 

The  author  of  the  139th  Psalm  ex¬ 
pressed  this  idea  when  he  wrote. 
“Where  could  I  go  to  escape  from  You?  If 
I  went  up  to  heaven  you  would  be  there; 
if  I  lay  down  in  the  world  of  the  dead,  you 
would  be  there.” 

The  a  11 -seeing  eye  of  God,  which 
penetrates  the  very  depths  of  our  souls, 
disrupts  and  disturbs  our  false 
securities,  our  half  truths,  our 
rationalizations.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
we  would  often  like  to  escape  His 
penetrating  vision. 

Lent  is  a  time  when  Christians, 
traditionally,  have  sought  to  come  to 
terms  with  the  One  who  sees.  It  is  a 
period  of  self-examination,  repentance 
and  renewal.  As  we  make  our  spiritual 
pilgrimage  during  these  weeks,  can  we 


dare  to  believe  that  the  One  who  sees  all 
is.  in  fact,  our  Father  who  loves  us?  Can 
we  trust  that  we  are  harder  on  ourselves 
than  God  is  on  us?  Perhaps  it  is  only  with 
such  bold  faith  that  we  can  dare  to  look 
within,  to  both  know  and  love  ourselves, 
even  as  we  are  also  known  and  loved. 


Revelation  In  Review 


LAKE  CHARLES  -  Dr.  John  Holbe.  i, 
professor  of  Bible  at  Texas  Wesleyan 
University  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  will 
teach  on  the  book  of  Revelation  at 
University  United  Methodist  Church 
March  14-18.  He  will  be  speaking  at  7 
pm.  Wednesday  thru  Friday  evenings 
and  at  the  8:30  and  10:55  a  m.  Sunday 


worship  services. 

He  will  also  be  speaking  at  noon 
luncheons  on  Thursday  and  Friday  in  the 
church  fellowship  hall.  Reservations  are 
necessary  for  the  luncheons.  Anyone 
interested  in  attending  any  of  the 
sessions  is  welcome. 


How  Many  At  Your  Church  Have  Subscribed  To  This  Paper? 

’79  Subscription  Tallies  From  Each  Church  To  Date 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
Alexandria: 

First . 

Horseshoe  Drive . 18 

MacArthur  Drive . 

Newman-St.  Mark . 33 

Trinity- Pleasant  Grove .  22 

Wilton-Wesley-Union-Macedonia  ....  32 

Ball-Clear  Creek-Springhill  .  6 

Boyce,  First-Lahey  Chapel-Sieper  ...  11 
Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Memorial-Evergreen 

White’s  Chapel . 27 

Wesley-Marshall-Simpson-St.  Mark 

Melder . 

Colfax-Hollins  Chapel . 39 

Qlenmora,  First-Fellowship-Forest  Hill- 

Melder . 10 

Jena  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . 11 

Jonesville .  6 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville  . .  1 
Marksville-Oakgrove-Simmesport  ...  32 

Marthaville-Beulah-Robeline  . 13 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta-St.  Mau¬ 
rice  .  43 

Mt.  Zion-Emmanuel-St.  Paul  Clarence- 

:St.  Paul  Cheneyville . 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St.  Marks  .  5 


College  Avenue . v . 10 

First . 28 

Oak  Grove-Campti  .  6 

Olla-Tullos .  9 

Palestine-Bethel . 20 

Pineville  First . 100 

Pollock-Selma-Liberty  Chapel .  2 

Provencal- Weaver . 35 

Rosa-Taylor  Chapel-Haskins  Chapel  . . 
Trout  Eddy  Justiss  Memorial-Eden- 

Urania . 13 

Winnfield-Couley . 10 

Total . 542 


BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND 


DISTRICT 

Amite- Independence . 18 

Baker  .  9 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor  . 106 

Corbin  . 4 

Francis  Asbury . 13 

Hughes  Memorial . 

Ingleside  . 30 

Jefferson . 23 

Jordan  Chapel-LeJeune  . 16 

North  Baton  Rouge . 15 

St.John’s . 16 

St.  Luke’s-Deerford . 19 

St.  Paul’s . 12 

Winboume . 38 

Beech  Grove-Macedonia-Andrews  Cha¬ 
pel  . 

Bethel-Magnolia . 41 

Blackwater . 27 

Blackwater,  Associate . 

Carpenter’s  Chapel  .  8 

Clinton: 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . 16 

St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel-Jackson  Cha¬ 
pel  . 

Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek . 14 

Concord-New  Hope . 

Days-Center-Darlington . 21 

Denham  Springs,  First . 77 

Roberts  Chapel-St.  Luke . 14 

Donaldsonville,  First-Meadows 

Chapel .  18 

St.  Peter-Belle  Rose,  St.  James  .... 

Faithful . 12 

Friendship . 15 

Gonzales  . 35 
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Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel  . 27 

Hammond,  First-Tickfaw . 33 

Jackson-Ethel . 41 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon .  9 

Live  Oak  .  8 

Livingston-James  Chapel-Montpelier  13 

Loranger-Coopers  Chapel .  2 

Lutcher-New  River .  8 

Mangum-Pine  Grove . 19 

Norwood,  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel-Wesley  33 

St.  Francisville-Tunica . 16 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . 14 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge  . 19 

Walker . 

Zachary . 38 

Total .  897 


BATON  ROUGE- 
LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


Abbeville-Pecan  Island . 18 

Baton  Rouge: 

Camphor  . 46 

First . 80 

Istrouma . 22 

Neely . 

St.  Mark . 50 

Wesley . 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial 
University .  19 


William  B.  Reily  Memorial  University. 


Associate . -  ■  • 

Franklin: 

Asbury -Trinity,  Baldwin . 

First . 53 

Grand  River . 

Hartzell-Shiloh . 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan  . 24 

Jeanerette,  McGowan-Lydia-St.  Martin- 

ville .  1 

St.  Paul-Briggs-Mt.  Zion .  19 

St.  Peter-Godman . 

Lafayette: 

Asbury  . 

Asbury,  Associate . 


Asbury,  Minister  to  Older  Adults  . . 


Davidson  Memorial .  9 

First  . 

First,  Associate . 

Church  of  the  Covenant . 

Mallalieu-St.  James . 19 

Lottie-Rosedale-New  Roads . 20 

Lydia  .  5 

Melville-Palmetto  . 16 

New  Iberia,  First . 28 

New  Roads,  St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel-Union 
Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial . 50 

St.  Mark . 25 

Plaquemine,  First . 19 

Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke . 10 

Port  Barre-KrotzSprings-Waxia . 20 

St.  Martinville,  Mallalieu-Fitzgerald-Mt. 

Zion  .  5 

St.  Paul-St.  James-St.  Joseph  .  3 

St.  Peter-GreCn-Wiley .  6 

Scott  Chapel . 

Washington,  St.  Marks . 

Total . ;,f,7 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Cameron-Grand  Chenier  . 20 

Church  Point-Maxie  . 12 

Crowley,  First  .  4 

DeQuincy .  7 

DeRidder,  First .  34 

Wesley-Merryville . 18 

Ebenezer-Crowley,  Wesley  . 14 

Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove  . 40 

Elton-Basile  . 13 

Eunice-Ville  Platte  . 13 

Fairview-Sweetlake  .  7 

Gueydan  . 25 

Iowa-Hayes . 23 

Jennings,  First . 

Trinity  . 12 

Kinder-Oberlin . 34 

Lake  Arthur  . 33 

Lake  Charles.  First  . 

Oak  Park .  6 

St.  Luke  .  6 

Simpson . 

University . 

Warren . 

Leesville,  First-Holly  Grove .  35 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia . 

Maplewood  . 38 

Moss  Bluff .  6 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie  . 17 

Prospect-Hombeck .  4 

Raymond-Iota  . 21 

Rayne-Branch  .  3 


Roanoke .  16 

Sulphur,  Henning  Memorial . 74 

Wesley-Hackberry .  1 

Squyres  .  8 

Vinton  .  8 

Welsh,  First  . 26 

Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity  . 10 

Westlake . 13 

Total .  601 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Bastrop,  First . 50 

Memorial/Beekman  . 33 

Columbia-Hebert .  17 

Delhi . 19 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer . 

Ferriday  .  1 

Gilbert-Boeuf  Prairie  . 18 

Grayson-Kelly  . 15 


Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai- 

Mt.  Nebo .  4 

Waterproof-Clayton . 17 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury  . 

Claiborne-Wilhite .  12 

First  . 

McGuire . 11 

Walnut  Grove .  4 

Woodlawn  .  9 

Winnsboro . 27 

Wisner-Baskin .  30 

Total .  858 

NEW  ORLEANS- 
HOUMA  DISTRICT 

Berwick . 

Buras,  Trinity . 18 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle  .  9 


In  A  Nutshell 

Where  We  Ve  Been 
Where  We’re  Going 

In  1978  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter  went  into  the  homes  of  16,231 
families.  One  out  of  every  six  families  received  this  Conference  paper  while  one 
out  of  every  three  families  received  a  local  edition,  which  carries  their  church 
news  on  the  front  page  and  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Conference  news  on 
the  back  page. 

If  you  haven't  subscribed  for  ’79  you  will  not  be  receiving  your  Methodist 
paper.  Already.  5.865  families  have  sent  in  their  subscriptions.  This  compares 
with  last  year’s  figure  of  4.835  at  this  same  date. 

“  ‘The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter'  is  clearly  the  most  outstanding 
religious  newspaper  in  the  nation  today.  Not  only  do  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
be  informed  about  what  is  happening  in  our  own  Conference;  we  also  have 
excellent  nationwide  and  worldwide  coverage  of  religious  news  on  the  inside 
pages.”  Rev.  George  Duerson,  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Denham  Springs,  said 
of  the  paper. 

He  went  on  to  say,  "Of  course,  we  sometimes  read  things  in  the  paper  that 
disturbs  us.  We  may  even  get  angry  about  what  the  church  is  doing  or  is  not 
doing.  But  the  only  way  we  can  make  a  difference  is  to  know  what  is  going  on, 
both  good  and  not-so-good.  Because  our  church  has  a  representative  form  of 
government  our  voice  and  opinion  does  matter.  ” 

The  Methodist  Reporter  now  serves  a  total  of  39  annual  conferences  which, 
together,  goes  to  half-a-million  homes 

Even  though  the  costs  of  producing  the  paper  have  risen,  the  subscription 
price  for  1979  remains  the  same  as  in  1978:  $3.50.  But  due  to  steeply  rising  postal 
rates  —  not  price  increases  from  the  publisher  —  we  estimate  having  to  raise 
the  fee  in  the  future. 

This  newspaper  has  been  a  part  of  Louisiana  Methodists’  lives  for  over  40 
years.  Although  there  were  several  earlier  publications  that  provided  news  of 
Louisiana  Methodism,  this  publication  originated  in  the  ’40s  through  an 
agreement  between  Methodists  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  to  produce  a  church 
newspaper  for  both  states.  This  agreement  lasted  until  the  middle  ’70s.  when 
Louisiana  Methodists  decided  to  join  forces  with  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
in  Dallas.  Texas,  to  produce  a  paper  for  this  Conference. 

Until  1977  the  news  editor  and  editor  who  put  together  the  front  page  of 
Conference  news  for  your  paper  worked  in  New  Orleans.  Then  the  newspaper 
office  was  moved  in  to  the  Council  on  Ministries  Office  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus  in  Shreveport. 

In  a  nutshell,  this  is  the  history  and  future  of  your  Methodist  paper  which  is 
delivered  to  your  home  each  week.  Today  we  are  continually  striving  to 
improve  the  quality  and  content  of  the  news  provided  for  you  on  the  front  page. 

This  news  keeps  you  informed  of  vour  fellow  Methodists  and  of  your  God.  We 
thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 

Ray  Branton,  editor 
Linda  Lockwood,  news  editor 


Kilbourne-Locust  Grove . 19 

Lake  Providence.  First . 15 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel 

Mangham-Crowville .  6 

Mer  Rouge  . 5 

Collinston  .  6 

Monroe: 

First  . 

Memorial .  31 

Reveille-Crew  Lake .  4 

St.  James-Mount  Olive  30 

St.  Mark ‘s-Little  Creek  16 

St.  Paul . 100 

St.  Paul's . 72 

Southside . 38 

Newellton  .  1 

Oak  Grove-Forest  . 134 

Oak  Ridge . 16 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge  30 

St.  Andrew’s-Bartholomew  15 

St.  Joseph-Wesley  .  3 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg  25 

Tallulah . 

Union .  2 

Vidalia . 23 


Houma.  First  .  15 

Houma  Heights-Clanton  Chapel  .11 

Wesley-Mt  Vernon .  2 

Luling . 10 

Mathews-LaGrange . 34 

Morgan  City  . 43 

Walmsley-Mason  . 11 

Napoleonville.  Wesley-Woodlawn  25 

New  Orleans: 

Algiers.  First . 24 

St.  Matthew . 34 


Asbury  . 

Aurora . 

Aurora.  Associate . 

Belle  Chasse-Hope  Chapel 

Boynton  . 14 

Carrollton  . 31 

Gretna . 

Felicity -Spanish  American  Ministry 

First  Street . 

Haven .  7 

Jefferson  . 15 

Kenner.  First  . 47 

Ross-Thomas  18 

Mount  Zion . 43 


Napoleon  Avenue . 21 

Parker  Memorial . 10 

Peck  . 26 

Peoples .  1 

Philips  Memorial  .  9 

Rayne  Memorial . 40 

St.  James . 

St.  Matthew’s  . 56 

St.  Paul .  . .  9 

Shaw  Temple . 

Trinity . 

Wesley  . 22 

Williams .  6 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista  . 16 

Thibodaux.  First-Vacherie-Gibson  20 

Calvary-Magnolia  . 19 

Total .  ««6 

NEW  ORLEANS- 
SLIDELL  DISTRICT 
Bogalusa,  Elizabeth  Sullivan 

Memorial . 82 

Thirkield-Harry’s  Chapel . 13 

Covington,  First . 10 

Fitzgerald . 14 

Franklinton.  Centenary-Fisher . 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel .  1 

LaPlace,  Lasseigne-St.  John .  5 

Ninde  Chapel-St.  James . 

Lutcher Chapel-St.  James  (Whitehall) 
New  Orleans: 

Bethany  . 14 

Brooks  .  3 

Elysian  Fields-John  Wesley . 28 

First  . 

Gentilly  . 18 

Grace . 23 

Hartzell . 

Laharpe . 13 

Lake  Vista .  7 

Metairie . 17 

Munholland . 23 

Ray  Avenue . 

St.  Andrew’s  . 57 

St.  Bemard-Arabi . 12 

St.  Luke’s . 14 

St  Mark’s  .  8 

St.  Philip . 

Second  .  6 

Thompson  . 15 

Pearl  River-Lacombe-St.  Tammany  .  6 
Ponchatoula,  First-Lee’s  Landing  .22 

Wesley  Chapel .  6 

St.  Timothy-on-the-North  Shore . 14 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate . 12 

First . . .  1 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell . 44 

Springfield.  First-Huff’s  Chapel-Maure- 

pas .  4 

St.  James-St.  Landry . 

Sun-Bush-Talisheek .  7 

Varnado-Waldheim .  8 

Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s  Chapel  .  9 
Total .  315 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Ansley  . 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah . 


Gibsland-Oak  Grove . 20 

Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona  . 

Haynesville-Shongaloo . . 32 

Heflin-Brushwood  18 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope  . 21 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel . 64 

Jonesboro  .  11 

Marion-Huttig .  7 

Minden.  First . 76 

Lakeview-Mclntyre . 14 

Pilgrim’s  Rest  .  9 

Pine  Grove-Bethlehem  . 17 

Quitman-Faith  . 14 

Ringgold-Castor-Grand  Bayou  . 21 

Ruston.  Trinity . 

Grace-Wesley  Chapel  . 12 

Simsboro-Salem-Antioch  .  5 

Springhill-Sarepta .  21 

Ruston  Greater  Circuit : 

Antioch .  3 

Center  Point . 

Concord-Frantom  Chapel . 

Sanders  Chapel . 

Whitehall-Colquitt-Evergreen  .  25 

Total .  ssi 


Bemice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 

Bienville-Mill  Creek -Strange . 

Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village 

Chatham-Eros  . 

Choudrant-Douglas . 

Clay  . 


Downsville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo 

Doyline-Sibley  . 

Dubach-Hilly  . 

Farmerville-Bird’s  Chapel 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Benton . 13 

Blanchard-Belcher  . 17 

Bossier  City,  Barksdale .  4 

First . 34 

Hall  Summit  .  7 

St.  Stephen’s . 14 

Bradford . 

New  Light .  7 

Corinth . 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel . 

Cross  Roads . 4 

Ellerbe  Road  .  .  .  4 

Fairview-McDonald . 

Greenwood-Bethany . 10 

Haughton . 

Holly  Springs  .  5 

Hosston-Gilliam-Ida  54 

James  Chapel-St.  Matthew-Pleasant  Val¬ 
ley  . 

Keatchie-Shiloh .  6 

Logansport-Bethel .  3 

Longstreet . 13 

Love  Chapel . 

Mansfield-Grand  Cane  . 12 

Many-Bayou  Scie .  1 

Mooringsport-Oil  City  .  18 

Mt.  Zion-Bonchest  .  9 

Plain  Dealing-Walker’s  Chapel  9 

Pleasant  Hill-MitcheU-Pelican  .  10 

Vivian-Rodessa  . 20 

Shreveport : 

Broadmoor  . 66 

Caddo  Heights-Keithville  .  8 

Cedar  Grove-Wesley  28 

Christ  .... 

Fairfield-Jewella . 22 

First  . 

Johnson  Chapel-Mt.  Zion . 15 

Lakeview . 24 

Mangum . 11 


.  16 

Momingside-Stonewall . 

. 17 

.  3 

Noel  . 

. 65 

2 

North  Highlands . 

. 20 

23 

Providence 

.  10 

Round  Grove . 

.  8 

. 26 

.  1 

.  7 

St.  Paul . 

. 20 

.  3 

Summer  Grove . 

. 13 

.  16 

Trinity . 

.  11 

Wynn  . 

. 36 

14 

Weslev-Shady  Grove . 

.  14 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble . 

. 15 

.  31 

Total . 
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‘International  Year  of  the  Child’ 
has  significance  for  Christians 


,  Why  have  an  '‘International  Year  of 
the  Child”? 

That’s  a  question  worth  pursuing  in 
v  light  of  the  fact  that  the  United  Nations 
.'has  so  designated  1979,  and  many  church 
.groups  are  choosing  to  join  this 
.-observance. 

Those  of  us  who  remember  our 
childhoods  as  happy,  secure  times  full  of 
love  might  have  a  hard  time  under¬ 
standing  why  such  a  special  observance 
is  necessary.  On  the  world  scene, 
however,  a  few  facts  compiled  by  the 
World  Bank  put  things  in  a  little  more 
representative  perspective: 

•  Almost  half  of  the  800  million  people 
in  the  world  who  now  lack  the  barest 
necessities  of  life  are  under  15  years  old. 

•  In  the  developing  countries,  42  out  of 
every  100  children  never  go  to  primary 
school.  Only  nine  out  of  a  hundred  attend 
secondary  school. 

•  In  Africa.  108  out  of  every  1,000 
•  children  born  die  before  they  reach  their 

first  birthday. 

•  The  average  child  in  a  low-income 
country  can  expect  to  live  to  be  only  43 
years  old. 

•  The  number  of  children  in  developing 
nations  is  expected  to  double  between 

.  1975  and  2000. 

While  the  problems  of  most  American 
-  children  are  different  from  those  in  the 
developing  nations,  the  plight  of  children 
here  is  likewise  shocking : 

•  Nearly  2  million  American  children 
each  year  suffer  from  violent  physical 


abuse  by  their  parents.  Thousands  — 
perhaps  millions  —  of  others  suffer 
mental  and  emotional  abuse  from  their 
parents. 

•  Child  prostitution  and  abuse  in 
pornography  is  on  the  increase  across 
our  nation. 

•  Child  neglect  because  of  inadequate 
day  care  facilities  for  the  children  of 
working  parents  is  a  national  scar. 

•  Drug  abuse  among  children  is 
growing  at  a  frightening  rate. 

Designating  1979  as  the  “Year  of  the 
Child”  undoubtedly  will  not  solve  these 
problems  —  either  around  the  world  or 
around  the  corner.  But  we  believe  the 
United  Nations  has  done  the  world  a 
service  in  bringing  the  children  of  the 
world  and  the  problems  children  face  to 
center  stage. 

For  Christians,  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
provide  a  launching  point  toward  an  even 
greater  understanding  of  the  importance 
of  this  observance.  The  value  placed  on 
children  in  His  teachings  is  unmistakable. 

Jesus  himself  came  to  save  the  world 
as  a  child.  And  it  was  Christ  who  said: 
"Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not 
hinder  them;  for  to  such  belongs  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.”  (Matthew  19:14). 

We  hope  United  Methodists  will  take 
this  designated  year  seriously  and  use  it 
as  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  special 
needs  and  problems  of  children  in  each  of 
their  local  communities  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  world. 


Swastika  on  toys  inappropriate 


The  inclusion  of  the  Nazi  swastika  on 
war  toys  being  produced  by  Monogram, 
a  firm  owned  by  the  Mattel  toy 
corporation,  has  raised  a  storm  of 
protest  bv  the  American  Jewish 
Congress,  a  60-year-old  Jewish  human 
rights  organization. 

Maintaining  that  their  customers  want 
realism  in  war  toys,  Mattel  has  defended 
the  use  of  the  Nazi  symbol  as  necessary 
They  say  such  toys  are  in  demand  and 
that  toy  manufacturers  are  in  business  to 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
the  readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition 
at  Woodside  UMC  in  Silver  Spring, 
Maryland  (Baltimore  Annual 
Conference). 

Each  week  about  1,300  subscriber 
families  at  Woodside  UMC  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  local 
church  news  printed  on  the  front  page, 
annual  conference  news  printed  on*  the 
back  page,  and  general  church  news  and 
‘  comment  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find  your  new 
‘  church  newspaper  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
.the  church  we  say  again :  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The  Texas 
Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter ) .” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


make  money  by  providing  what 
consumers  want. 

Meanwhile,  Julius  Schatz,  director  of 
the  Commission  on  Jewish  Life  and 
Culture  of  the  American  Jewish 
Congress,  has  called  inclusion  of  the 
swastika  on  the  toys  "obscene  and  out¬ 
rageous.”  He  particularly  objected  to 
the  swastika-bedecked  model  of  the  Nazi 
Junker-87  Stuka  Dive  Bomber  —  an 
airplane  described  in  a  Mattel  catalogue 
as  "the  pride  of  Germany”  and  which 
Mr.  Schatz  described  as  a  weapon  used  to 
"kill  and  murder  innocent  people.” 

While  we  believe  that  in  a  free  society 
the  legal  right  of  the  Mattel  Corporation 
to  produce  toys  displaying  swastikas 
must  be  defended,  we  hope  the  company 
will  reconsider  manufacturing,  promoting 
and  selling  such  toys. 

While  we  consider  the  display  of  such  a 
symbol  offensive  in  most  any  setting 
other  than  a  history  book,  it  is 
particularly  revolting  that  any  child 
should  first  come  to  associate  the 
swastika  with  “fun  and  games”  when  for 
millions  of  persons  it  continues  to 
symbolize  genocide,  death  camps,  and 
countless  other  atrocities.  Christians 
should  be  no  less  outraged  by  this 
insensitive  exercise  in  free  enterprise 
than  Jews. 

We  hope  parents  will  reject  such  toys 
as  legitimate  playthings  for  younger 
children  and  that,  in  the  case  of  older 
children,  parents  will  discuss  the 
implications  of  such  toy  purchases  to 
help  them  understand  why  such  toys  are 
neither  desirable  nor  appropriate. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


I  think  III  stay,  but 
some  changes  are  needed 


By  SCOTT  TYRA 

About  three  months  ago  I  wrote 
a  brief  essay  detailing  my  dis¬ 
appointment  and  disillusionment 
with  the  church  and  describing  my 
own  feelings  that  perhaps  I  didn’t 
belong  in  the  church  anymore.  I 
mailed  that  essay  to  TM/UMR,  and, 
to  my  surprise  it  was  printed  (see 
TM/UMR,  Jan.  5  and  Jan.  26).  Ah, 
very  good,  I  thought.  I  had  said 
,  something  I  had  wanted  to  say  for  a 
long  time,  and  I  had  been  able  to  say  it 
to  a  lot  of  people. 

But  I  definitely  wasn’t  prepared  for 
what  happened  next.  In  the  month  or 
so  since  the  publication  of  that  essay, 
I  have  received  (at  last  count)  42 
letters,  three  long  distance  phone  calls 
(from  strangers)  and  many,  many 
responses  from  friends  and 
acquaintances.  These  numbers  grow 
almost  every  day.  So,  I  have  this 
stack  of  letters,  all  of  Which  I  plan  to 
answer  (someday),  but  at  the  same 
time  I  want  to  share  with  all  of  you 
some  of  the  care  and  criticism  I’ve 
been  the  object  of  in  the  past  few 
weeks,  as  well  as  some  of  my  own 
thoughts  and  reflections. 

People  of  all  ages,  from  all  over  the 
country,  have  responded  to  my 
"plea.”  They’ve  written  long  letters 
and  short  letters;  questioning  letters 
and  witnessing  letters;  hopeful  letters 
and  accusatory  letters.  I’ve  been 
referred  to  as  misinformed, 
melancholic,  selfish,  sensitive, 
honest,  caring  .  .  .  Now  I’m  not 
positive  that  all  of  those  adjectives 
apply  to  me  —  surely  I’m  not  that 
sensitive,  but  then  I’m  not  that  selfish, 
either.  At  any  rate,  I’ve  had  my 
problems  described  to  me  in  a  myriad 
of  ways.  I’ve  been  told  I  don’t  have  a 
problem.  Over  60  responses,  and  each 
of  them  different  —  different 
questions,  different  suggestions, 
different  ideas. 

But  while  each  response  has  been 
different,  at  the  same  time  there  are 
some  basic  notions  that  run  through 
much  of  what  I’ve  been  told.  And  a 
couple  of  these  notions  are,  I  think, 
fallacious.  One  is  the  suggestion  that  I 
read  some  Bible  verses,  pray  a  little 
and  become  a  smiling  happy 
Christian  (and  United  Methodist,  too, 
I  guess).  I’ve  received  more  than  a 
few  "GSGH”  (get  saved,  get  happy) 
letters.  Some  of  them  have  been 
compassionate  and  caring.  But  some 
of  them  have  been  finger-wagging 
indictments  of  me  and  my  supposed 
lack  of  "saved-ness.” 

This  kind  of  response  says  I’ll  be  a 
contented  United  Methodist  if  only  I’ll 
accept  a  certain  value  system,  a 
certain  way  of  thinking  and  believing. 
But  that  isn’t  the  point.  As  I  said 
originally,  I  don’t  feel  alienated  from 
.God  —  I  feel  alienated  from  the 
church.  And  telling  me  to  fix  my  way 
of  thinking  (sometimes  without  even 
knowing  what  my  way  of  thinking 
really  is)  won’t  bring  me  back  into  the 
church. 

If  the  "GSGH”  response  isn’t 
adequate,  though,  neither  is  the  one 
that  says,  "Get  back  in  here  where 


you  belong.”  People  have  written  to 
tell  me  that  I  belong  in  the  church, 
doing  the  church’s  work  and  being 
about  the  church’s  business.  That 
may  be  true,  but,  uh,  so  what?  People 
just  telling  me  I  belong  in  the  church 

—  even  me  telling  me  I  belong  in  the 
church  —  aren’t  likely  to  convince  me 
to  stay.  The  feeling  that  I  have  a  vital 
and  special  place  in  the  community  of 
faith  won’t  come  just  because  you  or  I 
think  that’s  how  I  should  feel.  "Just 
because”  is  a  reason  children  use 
when  they  can’t  think  of  a  real  one. 
It’s  not  a  reason  to  stay  in  the  church. 

One  person  told  me  that  I  had  better 
find  my  own  way  back  to  the  church, 
because  the  church  is  too  busy  to 
come  out  and  find  me.  Maybe  that’s 
the  problem.  Why  should  I  make  time 
for  the  church?  The  church  isn’t 
making  much  time  for  me.  And  it  isn’t 
just  me.  There  are  a  lot  of  us  out  there 
(even  though  some  of  you  seem  to 
doubt  it).  We’re  single,  or  we’re 
young,  rootless  and  transient,  or 
we’re  questioning,  or  we’re  just  tired 

—  in  some  way  we’re  just  not  your 
basic  church  material.  So  the  church 

—  the  institutional  community  — 
ignores  us.  It  doesn’t  matter  what  we 
were  before,  even  a  hotshot  church 
bureaucrat  like  me.  The  church 
ignores  us  now.  So  why  shouldn’t  we 
drop  out.  The  church  doesn't  seem  to 
be  too  sorry  to  see  us  go. 

So,  my  friends,  perhaps  it  isn’t  all 
my  problem.  Some  of  it  is  yours. 
Okay,  ours  —  because  I  think  I’ll  stay 
in  the  church.  After  a  lot  of  reflection 
(and  a  lot  of  advice),  I  have  decided 
that  I  do  have  work  to  do  in  the 
church.  And  a  big  part  of  that  work  is 
to  convince  this  church  that  it  is 
losing  people  every  day  simply 
because  it  doesn’t  provide  them  a 
sense  of  belonging,  a  sense  of  being 
part  of  an  authentic  community. 

You  aren’t  convinced?  Well,  come 
to  Denver  and  see  how  many  of  my 
schoolmates  are  involved  in  any 
church  setting.  Not  very  many. 

Or  look  at  your  own  community. 
How  many  people  around  you  aren’t 
involved  in  a  church?  How  many  of 
our  church  members  are  inactive? 

How  many  would-be  or  used-to-be 
churchpersons  do  you  know?  I  know  a 
lot.  And  the  church  that  ignores  these 
people,  for  whatever  reason,  is 
ignoring  its  own  marching  orders: 
“Go,  then,  to  all  peoples  every¬ 
where  .  .  .” 

If  the  church  is  to  be  serious  about 
that  command,  it  must  find  ways  to 
make  the  community  of  faith  an 
inclusive  community,  one  that 
touches  people  at  their  moment  of 
need.  Asking  people  in  need  to  find  the 
church  (instead  of  the  other  way 
around)  seems  more  than  a  little 
backwards  to  me. 

Friends,  you  cared  enough  to.  ask 
me  to  stay  —  to  be  a  part  of  the 
community.  Thank  you.  But  I  can’t 
say  it  enough  —  there  are  so  many 
others  like  me.  You’ll  see  them  if  you 
just  look  around.  There’s  so  much 
work  to  do. 

Let’s  get  busy. 


My  Witness 
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Are  you  ‘reaching’ 
to  keep  your  image? 


By  CLARE  M.  GILMORE 

This  morning  a  celebrity  on  a 
television  talk  show  said  his  greatest 
challenge  was  to  keep  up  the  image  his 
fans  had  of  him. 

Last  week  a  young  woman  sat  opposite 
me  in  a  department  store  lounge,  and 
after  a  short  time,  she  was  met  by 
another  woman  laden  with  packages.  I 
could  not  help  overhearing  their 
conversation: 

"Am  I  late?  Have  you  been  waiting 
long?” 

"Oh,  about  15  or  20  minutes.” 

Late  Comer  sat  down  with  a  sigh  and 
kicked  off  her  left  shoe. 

"Did  you  find  what  you  were  looking 
for?”  Early  Comer  asked. 

"Yes,  but  I  hate  myself!  ” 

"Oh?" 

"You  know,  I  was  shopping  for 
bathroom  curtains  and  the  salesgirl 
asked  me  if  they  were  for  the  master 
bath.  And  I  said  they  were.” 

"Well?” 

"We  don’t  have  a  master  bath.  We 
have  only  one  bath  —  period.  Why  was  I 
embarrassed  enough  to  lie?” 

The  star’s  facade  and  the  material 
prop  thought  necessary  by  the  young 
woman  are  dreary  commentaries  on 
today’s  values,  and  the  conjecture  that 
we  must  keep  up  an  image  acceptable  to 
our  associates. 

God  made  us  in  His  image;  an  image 
that  holds  unlimited  potential  for 


this 


goodness  and  creativity. 

Jesus  must  have  believed 
potential  when  He  said,  "Be  ye  therefore 
perfect,  even  as  your  Father  in  heaven  is 
perfect.”  (Matthew  5:48)  Surdly  a  goal 
beyond  our  reach  —  yet,  what  happens  in 
the  reaching? 

The  answer  is  overwhelming:  a 
George  Frederick  Handel  composing 
"The  Messiah”;  a  Doctor  Wilfred 
Grenfell  ministering  to  the  fishermen  of 
Labrador;  an  Alfred  Lord  Tennyson 
writing  words  of  comfort,  "Sunset  and 
evening  star."  The  list  goes  on  and  on. 

Of  course,  we,  maybe  ( I  emphasize  the 
maybe),  can  impress  our  friends  with  a 
second  or  third  automobile. 

Being  a  church  member,  in  some 
circles,  is  good  for  the  image.  The  more 
committees  served  on  the  better,  and 
sometimes  one  can  get  by  without  really 
trying  —  nothing  imaginative  —  nothing 
creative.  Why,  in  the  words  of  Isaiah  and 
the  Psalmist,  "Sing  to  the  Lord  a  new 
song,"  when  the  old  will  still  do? 

But  it’s  a  dull  image  when  we  consider 
God’s  image,  and  all  that  can  come  about 
in  our  lives  and  the  life  of  our  church  if 
we  start  reaching  —  reaching  — 
reaching! 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Clare  M. 
Gilmore,  lives  in  Nashport,  Ohio. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

J  Good  words  often 
suffer  our  misuse 


Mr.  Dunnani 

It  is  a  shame  the  way  good  words  and 
phrases  fall  into  disrepute  because  of 
their  misuse.  Two  graphic  examples 
from  my  recent  experience  come  to 
mind. 

I  have  received  three  letters  from 
readers  during  the  past  month  accusing 
me  of  being  a  "do-gooder”  on  the  basis  of 
editorial  statements  published  in 
TM/UMR.  This  descriptive  term 
obviously  was  not  intended  to  be  taken  as 
a  compliment. 

As  I  read  of  our  Lord’s  earthly 
ministry  in  the  New  Testament,  I  can 
think  of  no  more  descriptive  statement 
than  that  "he  went  about  doing  good.” 
Jesus  taught  not  only  that  his  followers 
should  be  "do  gooders”  in  general,  but 
that  they  do  good  even  to  those  who 
despise  them.  (Luke6:27). 

Doing  good  in  our  day  can  involve 
many  different  types  of  behavior.  On  an 
individual,  basis,  it  may  consist  of  simple 
acts  of  kindness  directed  toward  friends, 
members  of  our  family,  or  strangers 
whom  we  meet.  On  an  institutional  level, 
it  may  consist  of  volunteering  our 
services,  giving  money  to  support  worthy 
causes  or  establishing  church  programs 
to  minister  to  persons  who  are  neglected 
by  other  sectors  of  society.  In  the  case  of 
a  church  agency  or  church  newspaper, 
doing  good  may  involve  advocating  an 


What  makes  happiness  ‘elusive’  for  Christians? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  found  the  article,  "Happiness  found 
‘elusive’  ”  (TM/UMR,  February  2),  a  bit 
surprising.  It  stated  that  a  study  on 
happiness  conducted  by  the  New  York 
Times  concluded  "that  persons 
professing  religious  beliefs  aren’t 
necessarily  happier  than  those  without 
such  feelings." 

If  the  findings  of  this  study  are  true, 
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then  the  Christians  today  are  providing  a 
poor  testimony  to  the  secular  world.  Our 
lives  should  be  such  that  Christ  appears 
very  attractive. 

If  anyone  in  this  corrupt,  evil  and 
immoral  world  should  be  happy,  it  should 
be  the  Christians.  We  have  the  guarantee 
of  eternal  life.  We  have  the  assurance  of 
a  loving  heavenly  Father  who  loved  each 
of  us  so  much  that  He  humbled  Himself, 
came  in  the  form  of  a  man  and  hung  on  a 
cross  to  die.  We  have  an  advocate  with 
God  for  the  sins  we  commit.  We  have  the 
power  available  to  overcome  the  gravest 
of  difficulties.  Paul  said  in  Philippians: 
"I  can  do  all  things  in  Him  who 
strengthens  me.” 

Perhaps  the  reason  many  religious 
people  are  unhappy  is  that  their 
"religion”  is  a  Sunday  performance  or 
experience  instead  of  a  personal,  vital 
relationship  with  the  living  Christ.  Quite 
possibly,  these  unhappy  religious  people 
have  focused  on  religion  rather  than  the 
author  of  religion. 

If  Paul’s  words  seem  distant  or  written 
for  "someone  else”  maybe  we  should 
examine  the  relationship  we  have  with 
our  Father.  Have  we  been  made  His 
children  yet?  Have  we  been  born  again? 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  if 
God  could  create  such  a  beautiful  world, 
then  He  could  make  us  happy.  Christ 
said,  "I  came  that  you  might  have  life 
and  have  it  abundantly.”  When  will  we 
begin  to  take  Him  at  His  word? 

Barry  Metz 

Houston,  Texas 

Grant  appalling 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  former  United  Methodist 
missionary  in  Southern  Africa,  I  was 
appalled  to  read  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  grant  to  Robert  Mugabe’s 
political  party  (ZANU)  in  Rhodesia 
(TM/UMR,  February  9)  when  one  of  its 
stated  goals  is  the  killing  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa. 
(Zimbabwe  News  —  Official  Organ  of 
ZANU,  vol.  10,  no.  2,  March-April,  1978.) 

This  grant  is  offensive  to  me  for  two 
reasons:  First,  that  our  church  would 
support  a  propaganda  office  for  one 
political  faction;  and  second,  that  it 
supports  a  party  which  not  only 
advocates  but  uses  terrorist  violence, 
including  killing  of  missionaries. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  has  lead  the  forces 


TOO  MAM  PEOPLE 
IN  OUR  CHURCH 
HAVE  A 

SELP-CEHTIREQ 

RELIGIOSITY 


THEY  WANT  SOME¬ 
THING  TO  BOLSTER 
THEIR,  SMUGNESS 
ANP  COMPLACENCY 


of  peace  and  democratic  change  in 
Rhodesia  under  the  principle  of  one  man- 
one  vote,  leading  to  a  multi-racial 
society.  Mugabe  has  repeatedly  stated 
elections  are  unnecessary,  only  a  one 
party  system  speaking  for  "the  people” 
under  Marxist  doctrine  is  acceptable  to 
him. 

We  are  Christians.  We  believe  in  peace 
and  reconciliation.  That  is  what  I  believe 
our  church  must  support.  TM/UMR’s 
editorial  on  February  9  correctly  pointed 
out  that  we  must  remember  our  "unique 
calling  as  Christians”  when  dealing  with 
the  world’s  inequities. 

I  am  asking  all  United  Methodists  and 
friends  who  believe  that  peace  and 
reconciliation  is  the  Christian  path,  to 
join  with  me  and  raise  a  love  offering  for 
our  friend  and  leader  Abel  T.  Muzorewa, 
to  demonstrate  to  him  that  many  people 
in  our  church  do  support  our  unique 
calling  as  Christians. 

Please  contribute  to  the  Muzorewa 
Fund,  c/o  Bishop  James  Thomas,  Ohio 
East  Conference.  United  Methodist 
Church,  1226  Market  Street  North, 
Canton,  Ohio  44714. 

A.  Gus  Kious 
Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio 

Morale  needs  lift 

To  the  Edijtor: 

Rather  than  denominational  executive 
Ezra  Earl  Jones  attacking  the  clergy  of 
the  church  in  his  ill-timed  tirade,  we  need 
to  take  positive  steps  to  lift  the  morale  of 
the  huge  group  of  dedicated  professional 


directly  or  indirectly,  many  matters 
found  in  TM/UMR. 

Other  churches  have  helped  with  this 
and  it  would  be  a  pleasure  for  the  task 
force  to  receive  comments,  suggestions 
and  ideas  from  further  sources  who  may 
be  interested  and  concerned. 

Therefore,  if  any  of  your  readers  would 
wish  to  take  a  look  at  the  paper  we  would 
be  glad  to  send  them  copies  of  the 
working  draft  for  their  consideration  and 
comment.  Stephen  W.  Williams 

•  United  Methodist  Church 

Antioch,  Illinois 


individual  action,  a  church  action,  or  a 
public  policy  which  is  deemed  to  be  right 
according  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus, 
regardless  of  whether  or  not  it  will  be 
popular. 

Another  misused  word  is  “soul.”  One 
of  the  few  places  I  see  or  hear  this  word 
used  today  is  in  the  letters  which  cross 
my  desk,  Such  letters  typically  either 
bemoan  the  fact  that  our  church  has  lost 
its  passion  for  “saving  souls,”  or  they 
complain  that  the  church  needs  to  get  out 
from  its  four  walls  and  show  an  interest 
in  something  more  than  "saving  souls.” 
Although  I  agree  with  both  statements,  I 
find  them  both  offensive  because  they  pit 
two  valid  concerns  against  each  other  so 
as  to  affirm  one  and  exclude  the  other. 

It  was,  therefore,  refreshing  to  hear  a 
renowned  church'  historian,  Martin 
Marty,  sfreak  repeatedly  of  the  church’s 
unique  task  being  "th‘e~(:i»re  of  souls”  in  a 
recent  series  of  lectures.  His  usage  of 
this  term  recognized  that  there  is  a 
dynamic  dimension  to  human  existence 
which  extends  beyond  the  satisfaction  of 
our  basic  biological  needs.  The  proper 
goal  of  human  life  is  "wholeness,”  and 
the  church’s  proper  concern  should  be 
the  whole  person:  body,  mind  and  soul 
(or  spirit).  An  emphasis  on  any  one 
dimension  of  human  life  to  the  neglect  of 
the  other  dimensions  is  to  fragment  what 
God  intends  to  be  whole.  In  the  way  Dr. 
Marty  used  the  term,  "the  care  of  souls” 
means  extending  Christlike  care  to  the 
whole  person.  It  applies  both  to  what 
goes  on  within  the  confines  of  the  church 
and  to  how  the  church  reaches  out  to 
impact  society.  And,  it  is  oriented  toward 
both  the  present  and  the  eternal. 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  I  would 
rather  be  known  as  a  "do-gooder”  who 
does  not  always  succeed  in  achieving  my 
stated  purpose  than  as  one  who  never 
bothers  to  try.  And  I  would  like  to  think 
that  I  am  part  of  a  church  which  is  not 
afraid  to  declare  its  concern  to  be  "the 
care  of  souls,”  in  the  way  Dr.  Marty 
spoke  of  it  rather  than  one  concerned 
only  with  my  spirit,  or  my  mind,  or  my 
body,  or  the  society  in  which  I  live. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


pastors  that  we  do  have. 

United  Methodist  church  members 
generally  get  the  clergy  that  they 
deserve.  The  clergy  come  from  their 
homes  and  their  churches  and  their 
schools.  The  clergy  are  representative  of 
the  faith  and  feeling  of  the  United 
Methodist  people. 

If  the  people  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  want  the  church  to  be  a  growing 
and  more  dynamic  church,  a  church  with 
a  fuller  faith  and  a  greater  outreach,  that 
will  have  to  come  from  a  deepened 
dedication  and  empowerment  of  our 
churches,  pastors  and  people. 

The  real  clericalism  that  curses  United 
Methodism  is  the  attitude  “leave  it  to  the 
predcher.”  When  the  ministry  of  the  laity 
becomes  revived,  when  parishioners  are 
active  in  calling  and  caring  and 
welcoming,  then  Dr.  Jones  will  not  have 
to  worry  about  how.  many  members  we’ll 
have.  We  will  have  more  than  our 
buildings  can  contain! 

James  V.  Poulsen 
Storm  Lake,  Iowa 

Youth  paperoffered 

To  the  Editor: 

On  Page  2  of  TM/UMR  for  January  5 
was  a  wide  span  of  views  and  issues 
concerning  the  church. 

A  number  of  our  members  here 
subscribe  to. TM/UMR  and  enjoy  it.  As  it 
chances,  a  task  force  in  our  church  has 
for  a  number  of  years  been  working  on  a 
paper  relating  to  youth  and  the  church, 
and  protions  of  this  paper  impinge  on, 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

Invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Tour 


June  13-20,  1979 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  "the  rock”  in  Gethsemane.  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  "cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth.  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s 
well,  Caesarea,  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  "charter"  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land 
worship  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street,  Houston,  Texas  77002 
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4Y ear  of  the  Child  plans  readied 

United  Methodist  Women  set  to  champion  children’s  rights 


Anti-war  demonstrators  protest  arms  exhibit 
ROSEMONT,  III  —  Hundreds  of  anti  war  demonstrators  marched  outside 
"Defense  Technology  ’79,”  to  protest  the  military  exhibit  at  an  exposition  center  here 
on  Feb.  18.  The  display  of  modern  day  weapons  and  instructional  seminars  was 
switched  to  the  Chicago  area  after  a  scheduled  opening  in  Miami  was  cancelled.  The 
Rev  Richard  Truitt,  Janesville,  Ill.,  and  chairman  of  the  World  Peace  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  had  earlier  protested  against  the 
exhibit  saying,  “It  is  a  moral  outrage  for  a  rich  nation  to  offer  weapons  for  sale  to  a 
starving  world.”  religious  news  service  photo 

Ministry  a  ‘ political 
party’ says  executive 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  ‘‘Any  denomination 
which  has  what  is  called  ‘good  charges’ 
and  ‘bad  charges’  just  doesn’t 
understand  what  ministry  is  about.”  a 
leader  from  United  Methodism’s 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
asserted  here  Feb.  23. 

Speaking  to  about  300  persons  gathered 
from  throughout  the  UMC’s  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  for  an  ‘‘Inter-Ethnic 
Minority  Consultation,”  the  Rev.  David 
Adair,  council  director  of  the  missionary 
conference,  charged  that  the  ordained 
ministry  has  become  a  ‘‘political  party” 
and  has  lost  its  sense  of  mission. 

‘‘Why  can’t  a  seminary  graduate  serve 
any  kind  of  church?”  Mr.  Adair  asked. 
‘‘How  come  churches  with  the  greatest 
need  (small  rural  and  suburban 
churches)  generally  get  the  pastors  with 
the  greatest  lack?” 

In  a  folksy  address,  punctuated  with 
illustrations  about  raising  chickens  and 
watching  “dung  beetles,”  Mr.  Adair  said 
United  Methodism  has  emphasized 
education  for  its  ministers  to  the  neglect 
of  other  important  criteria. 

“The  ministry  is  a  calling,”  he  said. 
“It’s  not  a  good  profession.  It’s  kind  of 
like  cleaning  up  the  hill  after  the 
crucifixion.  If  we  no  longer  consider  it  a 
calling,  let’s  say  so,  so  some  of  us  can 
join  another  group.” 

He  also  said  it’s  important  that  United 
Methodist  ministers  be  “bom  again.” 

“You  got  to  be  bom  to  preach,  or  — 
more  properly  —  reborn,”  Mr.  Adair 
said.  “And  you  must  be  taught  to  serve.” 
He  charged  that  in  the  UMC  “it  is  not  the 
calling”  but  the  education  that 
determines  ministry. 

Turning  to  another  subject,  Mr.  Adair 
said  “one  message”  ethnics  are  giving  to 
the  church-at-large  is:  “Your  religion  is 
dead.”  He  asked:  “If  the  organ  ever 
breaks  down  in  the  midst  of  a  song,  they’re 
going  to  discover  no  one  is  singing.” 

Mr.  Adair  ended  with  a  prayer,  in 
which  he  gave  thanks  for  differences  in 
the  church:  "I  fear  Lord,  because  man 
always  wants  to  put  values  on  things  that 
are  different,  and  one  thing  must  be 
judged  against  another,  and  then  (when 
he  repents  from  that)  by  trying  to  make 
everything  the  same  .  .  .  somehow  to 
improve  your  work.  Tell  them  folks, 
Lord,  that  when  they  homogenize  your 
church,  they  won’t  ever  have  any  more 
cream.” 

Other  perspectives 

Also  offering  perspectives  on  the 
position  of  ethnic  minority  persons  in  the 
UMC  were:  Dr.  Douglass  Fitch, 
executive  of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  ;  Dr.  Dan 
Rodriguez,  council  director  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference;  and  Dr.  E 
Dale  Dunlap  of  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology.  Their  comments  included  the 
following: 

•  Dr.  Fitch  —  “Don’t  wait  around  for 
someone  else  to  fund  you  or  appoint  you 
to  ministry.  Ministry  is  your  job  right 
now.”  Listing  four  different  styles  of 
ethnic  involvement  in  the  church,  Dr. 
Fitch  said  “the  way  our  church  relates  to 
ethnics  is  but  a  window  into  its  own 
health.” 

•  Dr.  Rodriguez  —  “The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  must  believe  in  us.  The  lack 
of  success  of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  priority  has  made  it  apparent 

t  that  many  people  see  us  as  a  burden  .  . 
the  UMC  must  believe  in  us  and  affirm 
us.  We  must  be  able  to  identify  and 
enable  our  wealth  of  leadership.” 


•  Dr.  Dunlap  —  “Within  the 
(itinerancy)  system,  need  and  equity  — 
not  financial  considerations  —  should 
dictate  appointments.”  He  said  the 
church  has  suffered  a  slow  drift  toward 
“localism”  and  that  current  calls  for 
more  designated  giving  erode 
connectionalism. 

Dr  Dunlap  said  the  current 
connectional  system  of  church 
government  is  based  on  an  idea  of 
“mission”  —  but  that  the  “present 
disparity  of  ministerial  salaries  negates 
the  idea  of  mission.” 

Turning  to  the  subject  of  “open 
itinerancy,”  Dr.  Dunlap  said  there  is  no 
need  for  legislation  on  the  matter  —  "we 
already  have  all  the  laws  we  need.  We 
must  now  begin  to  be  intentional  about 
assigning  ministers  across  race  lines.” 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  -  A  small  battery  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  left  here  Sunday 
apparently  ready  to  do  battle  in  66  annual 
conferences  against  at  least  four  arch¬ 
enemies  of  children  during  the  current 
International  Year  of  the  Child  ( IYC ) . 

Preparing  an  attack  on  malnutrition, 
abuse,  rootlessness  and  injustice  toward 
children,  who  “always  suffer  the  most 
from  the  world’s  problems.”  the  women 
studied  and  planned  their  way  through  a 
three-day  human  rights  seminar  on  child 
advocacy  sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  conference  representatives 
pledged  to  use  their  United  Methodist 
Women’s  (UMW)  network  to  champion 
the  rights  of  children  both  in  legislative 
halls  and  their  local  church 
communities.  Battle  plans  across  the 
denomination,  they  agreed,  should 
include: 

•  a  1980-84  missional  priority  on  child 
advocacy  and  family  concerns ; 

•  a  Women’s  Division  class  action  suit 
to  remove  “status  offender  crimes" 
(such  as  truancy  and  runaway  offenses, 
which  would  not  be  crimes  if  committed 
by  adults)  from  criminal  status  by  legal 
definition; 

•  support  for  a  day  care  bill  (SB-4) 
currently  before  Congress ; 

•  a  general  church  UMW  task  force  to 
develop  strategies  for  involving  total 
local  church  communities  in  child 
advocacy ; 

•  study  of  and  public  education  for 
child  advocacy  in  each  annual 
conference,  under  UMW  leadership. 

Emphasis  launched 

The  seminar,  third  in  a  series  of 
Women’s  Division  human  rights 
seminars,  was  timed  to  launch  the  UMW 

—  and  hopefully  the  entire  denomination 

—  into  a  1979  Year  of  the  Child 
proclaimed  by  the  United  Nations  and 
backed  by  the  division.  The  year  marks 
the  20th  anniversary  of  the  UN 
Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  the  Child. 
( See  related  story  and  editorial. ) 

Giving  first  priority  to  the  creation  of 
conference  task  forces  on  child  advocacy 
(only  a  handful  now  exist),  the  women 
were  warned  by  division  executive  Ruth 
Gilbert  not  just  to  “study  and  meet” 
about  the  needs  of  children  but  to  move 


into  action.  “I  have  a  nightmare,”  Ms. 
Gilbert  said,  “that  after  we  travel 
thousands  of  miles  to  meetings  and  read 
tons  of  material  and  plan  dozens  of 
programs,  not  a  single  child  will  be 
helped.”  “Year  of  the  Child,’’ 
observances  must  be  only  a  beginning, 
she  told  the  UMW  officers,  Christian 
Social  Involvement  chairpersons  and 
advocacy  leaders. 

Urgent  calls  to  aid  children  came  from 
many  quarters.  Jean  Young,  chairperson 
of  the  U.S.  Commission  on  the  IYC  and 
wife  of  UN  Ambassador  Andrew  Young, 
told  the  women  that  “a  nation  that  cares 
about  children  today  will  not  have  to 
worry  about  adults  tomorrow.” 

But  first  she  called  on  them  to  refute  a 
prevalent  notion  that  “it’s  just  children 
over  there  somewhere”  who  are  in  need 
of  help.  Of  66  million  U.S.  children  under 
age  18  in  1978,  she  said,  (1)  one  million 
were  runaways  and  one  million  were 
abused;  (2)  10  million  had  no  medical 


care;  (3)  20  million  had  no  dental  care. 

(4)  10  million  were  living  in  poverty;  and 

(5)  13  million  were  not  immunized 
against  childhood  diseases. 

“Start  with  the  child  next  door."  she 
urged,  “and  create  an  awareness  in  your 
community  until  it  overflows  across  die 
nation  and  the  world.  Tlie  Christian 
response  to  the  needs  of  children  must 
be  I  am  my  brother’s  keeper.”  she  said. 

The  women  also  heard  a  strong  plea  for 
the  institution  of  the  family  as  a  child’s 
staunchest  ally.  Dr.  Emily  Dale 
sociology  professor  at  UM-related 
Illinois  Wesleyan  University, 
Bloomington,  deplored  “anti-family” 
government  programs  and  policies  she 
maintains  are  “making  childrens 
problems  even  worse.”  She  named  an 
income  tax  structure  which  penalizes 
married  couples,  welfare  programs 
which  discourage  the  presence  of  the 
father  in  the  home  and  foster  care 
programs  which  often  take  precedence 
over  support  programs  that  would  leave 
a  child  in  his/her  own  home. 

Dr.  Dale,  who  was  a  consultant  for  the 
now-aborted  White  House  Conference  on 
the  Family,  advocated  a  cabinet-leval 
government  post  on  the  family,  a 
national  Council  of  Family  Advisors  and 
a  strong  volunteer  network  in  churches 
to  monitor  government  policies  affecting 
family  life. 

“I  want  the  government  to  recognize 
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.  .  .  The  right  to  affection,  love  and 
understanding  .  .  .  The  right  to 
adequate  nutrition  and  medical  care 
.  .  .  The  right  to  free  education  .  .  . 
The  right  to  full  opportunity  for  play 
and  recreation  .  .  .  The  right  to  a 
name  and  nationality  .  .  .  The  right  to 
special  care,  if  handicapped  .  .  .  The 
right  to  be  a  useful  member  of  society 
and  to  develop  individual  abilities  .  .  . 
The  right  to  be  brought  up  in  a  spirit  of 
peace  and  universal  brotherhood  .  .  . 
The  right  to  enjoy  these  rights, 
regardless  of  race,  color,  sex, 
religion,  national  or  social  origin. 

—  U.N.  Declaration  of  the  . 

Rights  of  the  Child_ J 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Joan  Little 


Reconversion  leads  to  service 

Joan  Little,  who  is  serving  time  in  a 
North  Carolina  prison  on  robbery 
charges,  and  will  become  eligible  for 
parole  on  June  9,  has  reportedly 
undergone  a  “reconversion’’ 
experience.  She  has  volunteered  her 
services  following  her  release,  to  the 
summer  youth  program  of  the 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  in  Flushing. 
N.Y.  The  church  has  been  active  in 
the  defense  of  Ms.  Little  since  she  first 
gained  nationwide  attention  in  1975 
when  she  was  tried  and  acquitted  on 
charges  of  murdering  a  white  prison 
guard.  It  has  accepted  her  offer  to 
serve  the  congregation  through  the 
Rev.  Timothy  Mitchell,  pastor  of 
Ebenezer,  who  said  that  Ms.  Little 
“can  become  a  symbol  of 
rehabilitation”  and  a  “valuable 
asset”  to  the  church’s  youth. 

Emphasis  on  God? 

Professor  Grady  Hardin  elicited 
laughter  and  then  applause  from  a 


Perkins  School  of  Theology  alumni 
audience  recently  when,  in  an  aside 
remark  during  his  address,  he 
commented  on  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  desire  to  select  a  theme  and 
program  as  a  “quadrennial 
emphasis”  every  four  years.  “How 
about  a  quadrennial  emphasis  on 
God?"  he  proposed. 

Better  late  than  never 

While  it’s  not  unusual  for  a  parent  to 
watch  a  confirmation  or  baptism  of 
his  or  her  child,  the  thrill  of  the  event 
may  have  been  a  little  extra  for  a 
member  of  Gray  Summit  UMC  in  the 
Missouri  East  Annual  Conference  —  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  the  fact  it 
came  a  bit  late.  Recently,  93-year-old 
Amanda  Vollmer,  an  active  member 
at  Gray  Summit,  watched  as  her 
daughter.  Della  Hoehne,  was  received 
by  baptism  and  vows  into  the  church. 
Mrs.  Hoehne  also  had  been  active  but 
“had  just  never  joined  before.” 


Indian  study 
committee  asks 
exec  to  resign 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (UMC)  -  A  United 
Methodist  Native  American  Study 
Committee  —  authorized  by  the  1976 
General  Conference  but  not  organized 
until  late  1977  —  has  asked  its  staff 
executive  of  less  than  10  months  to 
resign,  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  News  Service  has  learned. 

During  closed  sessions  here  Feb.  9-10, 
committee  members  voted  to  ask 
Raymond  G.  Baines  of  Phoenix  to  resign 
the  post  to  which  they  elected  him  in 
April  of  1978.  Mr.  Baines  was  not  present 
for  the  meeting  because  of  illness.  Ten  of 
21  committee  members  attended  the 
Oklahoma  City  meeting. 

UMC  News  Service  learned  that  Mr. 
Baines  is  planning  to  appeal  the  action 
under  provisions  of  the  committee’s 
personnel  policies. 

The  committee  has  been  plagued  with 
difficulties  about  which  church  body  had 
the  authority  to  name  members  to  the 
committee  since  it  was  authorized  by  the 
1976  General  Conference  as  part  of  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church  missional 
priority.  Since  its  beginning  the 
committee  has  also  been  plagued  with 
poor  attendance  of  its  members. 


the  church  today 


South  America/ Africa  Mission  Seminar  Tour 

July  16  •  August  7, 1979 

Brazil  —  South  Africa  —  Zambia  —  Kenya  —  Liberia 
Led  by  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin.  former  missionary  in  Africa 
Sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Heritage  Fellowship 
Limited  to  twenty-two  participants 
Inclusive  cost:  $2,369.00 

Write  for  detailed  information  and  applications  to: 

Rev  H.  T  Maclin 
159  Forrest  Ave  N  E 
Atlanta.  Go  .  30308 
Tel  404-659-1650 


Wiley  College  will  continue 
to  receive  UMC  funds 

MARSHALL,  Tex.  (RNS)  -  Wiley 
College,  a  United  Methodist  school  here, 
has  been  informed  that  it  will  continue  to 
receive  support  from  the  denomination's 
Black  College  Fund. 

Wiley  and  Philander  Smith  College  in 
Little  Rock  had  been  told  last  fall  that . 
they  faced  possible  termination  of  funds 
for  failure  to  meet  certain  guidelines 
established  by  the  church’s  General 
Conference  in  1976.  The  problems  were 
not  made  public. 

In  late  January,  Philander  Smith  was 
told  it  will  continue  to  receive  support 
from  the  Black  College  Fund  because  it 
has  taken  steps  to  meet  the  guidelines. 
Wiley  College  has  now  been  given  the 
same  assurance. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Hayes  Sr.,  president  of 
Wiley,  said  that  during  the  1977-78 
academic  year  the  school  had  "expen 
enced  the  best  year  academically  and 
financially  in  106  years." 

UMC  membership  for  ’77 
shows  9.7  million 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Member¬ 
ship  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico 
is  now  9,731,779. 

The  total,  based  on  calendar  1977,  was 
released  here  Feb.  16  by  the 
denominations’s  statistical  office.  The 
membership  figure  is  a  decrease  of 
53,755  from  1976,  .55  percent,  and  is  the 
lowest  both  in  numbers  and  percentage 
this  decade. 

Not  included  in  the  total  are  1.4  million 
preparatory  members,  usually  baptized 
children.  Also  not  included  are  about 
500,000  members  in  Europe,  India,  Africa 
and  the  Philippines. 

One  of  the  church’s  five  jurisdictions, 
the  Southeastern,  showed  an  increase  of 


that  the  family  does  the  most  important 
work  that  goes  on  in  this  or  any  other 
country,”  she  said. 

In  workshops  on  health  and  nutrition, 
education,  criminal  justice  and  name 
and  nationality  (which  dealt  with 
rootlessness  felt  by  migrant  children, 
foster  children  and  others),  the  women 
learned  how  to  affect  public  policy 
through  politics  and  attended  “how-to” 
sessions  on  providing  specific  services  to 
children. 

In  biblical  reflections,  the  Rev. 
Frances  Cooper  of  First  UMC,  Redondo 
Beach,  Calif.,  charged  them  to  view 
children  as  “a  part  of  God’s  Covenant 
with  His  people”  and  to  examine  in  their 
local  churches  “what  it  means  to  receive 
the  Kingdom  of  God  as  a  little  child.  ” 

Many  of  the  women  agreed  informally 
that  United  Methodist  Women, 
historically  in  the  business  of  ministries 
with  women  and  children,  has  the 
organizational  structure  “built-in  to 
spread  the  word  and  spur  action  on 
behalf  of  children.  But  while  most 
conferences  have  active  children’s 
ministries,  they  said,  few  are  geared  up 
for  advocacy 

With  the  seminar  as  a  “jumping-off 
place,”  participant  Marjorie  Luce  of 
Pequot  Lakes,  Minn,  may  have  reflected 
the  view  of  many  when  she  said  the 
Minnesota  conference  UMW  would  be 
“starting  from  scratch.  There’s  a  lot  of 
work  to  do."  she  told  TM/UMR. 


UM  women’s  concerns 
for  children  ongoing 


1,430  members.  Losses  in  the  other  four 
included  23,242  in  the  North  Central, 
16.034  in  the  Northeastern,  10,251  in  the 
South  Central  and  5,851  in  the  Western, 
with  the  percentage  drops  the  highest  in 
the  Western  and  North  Central. 

Average  attendance  at  Sunday 
morning  worship  services  was  3.5 
million,  a  drop  of  50,605.  Church  school 
membership  fell  by  111,521  to  4.4  million 
and  average  church  school  attendance 
decreased  82,002  to  2.2  million. 

UM  charismatic  conference 
set  for  August  in  Louisville 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Final  plans  are 
being  made  for  a  national  conference  on 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  expected  to 
attract  from  3,000  to  5,000  United 
Methodists  in  Louisville,  Ky„  this 
summer. 

"Aldersgate  ’79”  will  be  held  Aug.  9-12 
under  the  auspices  of  the  United 
Methodist  Renewal  Services  Fellowship. 

“This  is  not  a  meeting  planned 
officially  by  the  denomination,”  said  the 
Rev.  Ross  Whetstone,  Nashville, 
executive  director  of  the  fellowship.  “It 
is  a  conference  initiated  by  the 
Fellowship  which  is  open  to  all  United 
Methodists.” 

He  said  the  conference  is  being  offered 
as  an  “alternative”  for  United 
Methodists  who  are  exploring  the 
charismatic  movement  in  other  large 
meetings  where  “the  teachings  are  not 
consistent  with  their  own  United 
Methodist  tradition." 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Tommy 
Tyson,  a  UM  evangelist  who  directs  the 
Aqueduct  Retreat  Center  at  Chapel  Hill, 
N.C.  He  is  vice  president  of  the 
fellowship.  Other  speakers  will  include 
Father  Francis  McNutt,  St.  Louis; 
Robert  G.  Tuttle,  Pasadena,  Calif. ;  and  a 
UM  bishop  yet  to  be  named. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
If  United  Methodism  —  with  its  built-in 
network  of  women  who  carry  a  long 
history  of  concern  for  children  —  can’t 
keep  the  cause  of  children  alive  long 
after  the  International  Year  of  the  Child 
is  over,  who  can? 

So  say  some  United  Methodist  Women 
(UMW)  in  at  least  three  annual 
conferences.  They  are  determined  that 
eyes  and  pursestrings  opened  in  their 
churches  and  communities  this  year  in 
behalf  of  children  will  not  soon  be  shut 
again. 

“Band-aid”  solutions  and  highly- 
publicized  one-year  observances  will  not 
raise  healthy  well-fed  children  or  cure 
abusive  and  neglectful  parents,  these 
women  claim.  So  from  Missouri  to  New 
Jersey  to  South  Georgia.  UMW  task 
forces  on  child  advocacy  are: 

•  activating  telephone  “chains”  to 
push  for  legislative  reform  to  strengthen 
the  rights  of  children  ; 

•  training  leaders  to  teach  people  how 
to  be  good  parents; 

•  funding  child-abuse  centers  and 
backing  community-service  agencies 
which  come  to  the  aid  of  children. 

Their  goal,  most  task  force  leaders 
agree,  is  to  alert  persons  —  clergy  and 
laity  inside  and  outside  the  church  —  to 
the  rights  and  needs  of  children.  Their 
strategies,  they  also  agree,  are  at  least 
two-fold:  (1)  to  study  and  assess  needs 
realistically,  not  “just  go  off  doing 
good";  and  (2)  to  concentrate  primarily 
on  the  needs  of  children  right  in  their  own 
communities  while  also  being  concerned 
about  children  everywhere. 

New  Jersey 

Through  what  may  have  been  the  first 
area -wide  UMW  child  advocacy  task 
force,  women  in  both  New  Jersey  annual 
conferences  used  a  telephone  “chain" 
successfully  in  alerting  members 
recently  to  urge  President  Jimmy  Carter 
to  sign  into  law  a  child  nutrition  welfare 
bill  and  another  welfare  bill  for  Native 
American  children.  The  same  “chain”  is 
now  at  work  on  the  New  Jersey 
legislature  to  raise  the  legal  age  for 
buying,  selling  and  distributing  alcohol 
to  21. 

Speaking  frequently  at  local  churches 
in  Northern  New  Jersey,  task  force  co- 
chairperson  Hazel  Bennett  of  Midland 
Park  says  she  urges  each  church  to 
“seek  out  the  needs  of  children  right  here 
in  your  church  and  your  community  .  ” 

Do  parents  need  skills  training?  Is  this 
church  truly  accessible  to  handicapped 
children?  Is  day  care  needed?  Are 
children  thrown  in  with  adult  prisoners  in 
local  jails?  What  are  conditions  like  at 
area  detention  centers?  Those,  she  says, 
are  issues  with  which  every  local  church 
needs  to  get  involved. 

But  Year  of  the  Child  events  will 
succeed  only  if  they  point  up  the  need  for 
ongoing  advocacy  for  children,  she 
believes.  If  enough  local  churches  and 
districts  are  alerted  and  become  active, 
the  “Year”  will  have  paid  off  —  “and 
task  forces  such  as  this  one  can  self- 
destruct.” 

Are  church  people  really  convinced 
that  children  need  advocates?  Ms. 
Bennett  maintains  they  are  not  only 
convinced  but  “when  they’re  confronted 
with  statistics,  they’re  floored.  They  may 
have  thought  it’s  only  children  in  the 
under-developed  countries  who  are 
illiterate,  who  have  never  been 
immunized  or  seen  a  doctor.  When  they 


learn  about  the  thousands  and  thousands 
right  here  who  are  under-privileged  — 
and  the  thousands  more  who  are 
‘privileged’  economically  but  deprived 
emotionally  or  physically,  it’s 
overwhelming.” 

Georgia 

A  South  Georgia  conference  UMW  task 
force  created  last  August  is  already 
locking  horns  with  problems  of  teenage 
pregnancy,  child  abuse  and  status 
offenders  (young  people  whose  “crimes” 
would  not  be  considered  crimes  if  they 
were  adults;  such  as  runaways  and 
truants),  reports  conference  UMW 
president  Augusta  Carruth  of  Douglas. 

Some  250  women  are  active  in  the 
South  Georgia  UMW  telephone  “chain,” 
Ms.  Carruth  says.  The  “chain”  is 
currently  contacting  state  legislators  to 
urge  an  increase  in  Aid  to  Dependent 
Children  (ADC)  allotments. 

Missouri 

United  Methodist  Women  of  Butler 
County  in  the  Missouri  East  Annual 
Conference  have  just  received  a  grant  of 
$8,000  from  a  Women's  Assembly 
offering  in  Louisville  last  year  for  a  child 
concern  center  to  work  with  abusive  or 
neglectful  families.  The  center  trains 
parent  aides  as  para-professionals  to 
help  families  with  everything  from 
employment  and  transportation  needs  to 
medical,  food  and  clothing  problems. 

Recognized  as  a  model  for  child 
advocacy  some  five  years  ago.  the  UMW 
organizations  in  both  Missouri 
conferences  were  credited  in  1975  with 
helping  to  reform  Missouri's  child  abuse 
reporting  law,  planning  the  development 
of  child  abuse  centers  and  writing  a  child 
advocacy  workbook,  still  widely  used 
across  the  denomination. 


Film  returns 
NEW  YORK  —  British  actor  Robert 
Powell  is  shown  in  his  portrayal  of  Jesus 
walking  among  the  multitudes  in  this 
scene  from  the  1977  award-winning  NBC 
television  film,  “Jesus  Of  Nazareth.” 
The  movie,  sponsored  by  the  Procter  & 
Gamble  Co.,  will  be  telecast  again  in  four 
segments  of  two  hours  each,  on  the 
evenings  of  April  1,  2,  3  and  8. 
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Summer  At  Claremont 

June  18  -  August  24,  1979 

Courses  And  Workshops 
(2  weeks,  4  weeks,  10  weeks) 

Historical  Jesus  —  Worship  —  Preaching  —  Church  Development  —  Marriage  and 
Family  Counseling  —  Social  Issues  and  Values  —  Theological  Themes  in  Film  — 
Hebrew  —  Greek  —  and  more 
Write: 

School  Of  Theology  At  Claremont 

Dean  of  Summer  Session 
Claremont.  Californio  9171 1 
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Charles  Tindley,  famed  preacher 


Former  slave  built  great  church 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 
,  PHILADELPHIA  -  Few  United 
Methodist  Churches  are  surrounded  with 
the  nostalgia  that  surrounds  Tindley 
Temple  here  at  750  S.  Broad  Street.  This 
£  because  half  a  century  ago  its  pulpit 
was  occupied  by  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  men  who  ever  opened  a 
Bible. 

Although  he  was  six  feet  two  and 
crushed  the  scales  to  230  pounds,  former 
slave  the  Rev.  Charles  Tindley  was 
dominated  by  love.  Indeed,  he  was  so 
filled  with  love,  energy,  simplicity  and 
talent,  his  sanctuary  was  regularly 
jammed  with  overflowing  crowds. 

Today  a  great  work  is  still  being 
carried  on  in  this  historic  church  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Rev.  Edwin  L.  Ellis. 
Moreover,  Dr.  Ellis  says  he  feels  a  deep 
satisfaction  when  each  week  he  stands  in 
the  pulpit  formerly  used  by  Dr.  Tindley. 

Since  today  is  a  different  age.  no 
church  is  attracting  the  immense  crowds 
that  used  to  gather  50  and  60  years  ago. 
Nevertheless,  Tindley  Temple  is  still 
influencing  the  city.  It  is  an  active 
church  with  a  bus  ministry,  breakfasts 
for  children  and  social  work  for  all  ages. 
Moreover,  it  is  a  congregation  where  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  are  emphasized. 

A  few  grey-heads  in  the  congregation 
still  remember  Dr.  Tindley  and  tell 
anecdotes  about  him.  Favorites  are 
stories  about  how  he  wrote  his  most 
popular  hymns. 

Inspired  to  write  hymns 

;  While  working  on  a  sermon  in  his  book- 
hned  study,  a  distressed  man  slumped 
into  a  seat  and  tearfully  related  the  story 
of  his  many  burdens.  “They  are  more 
than  I  can  bear,”  he  finished. 

“Here  is  my  advice,”  answered  Dr. 
Tindley.  ‘‘Go  home  and  get  a  large  sack, 
then  gather  all  your  troubles  and  name 
each  one  as  it  is  dropped  into  the  sack. 
Then  put  the  sack  over  your  shoulder  and 
go  upstairs  away  from  everyone.  When 
you’ve  done  this,  sling  the  burden  down 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus  —  and  leave  it  there.” 

After  his  visitor  had  gone.  Dr.  Tindley 
suddenly  felt  inspired.  Grabbing  a  scrap 
of  paper,  he  began  to  write  a  hymn.  The 
first  verse  of  this  hymn  which  he  titled 
'  Leave  it  There,”  goes  like  this: 

“If  the  world  from  you  withhold  of  its 
silver  and  its  gold. 

And  you  have  to  get  along  on  meager 
fare. 

Just  remember,  from  on  high  He  will 
every  need  supply; 

Take  your  burden  to  the  Lord  and 
leave  it  there." 

Hymns  and  heart-moving  sermons 
were  relatively  easy  for  Dr.  Tindley  to 
produce.  The  great  reason  for  this  is 
because  he  had  often  endured  the  pangs 


This  is  a  close-up  of  a  painting  of 
Charles  Tindley  that  hangs  in  Tindley 
Temple. 


of  heartbreak.  Perhaps  his  most  trying 
moment  came  when  he  was  pastor  of  a 
struggling  church  at  Cape  May,  N.J. 
Poverty  stricken,  his  needs  were 
increased  by  a  blizzard  that  whistled 
through  the  city. 

With  nothing  to  eat  in  the  house  but 
some  stale  bread,  he  and  his  wife  dipped 
it  in  water  and  fed  it  to  the  two  surviving 
children.  I  say  surviving  children,  for  a 
daughter  had  died  the  night  before  and 
they  did  not  have  a  single  cent  for  her 
burial. 

At  breakfast  time,  Dr.  Tindley  said  to 
his  wife,  “Now  go  down  stairs  and  set  the 
table ...” 

“But  there’s  no  food  — ” 

“Set  it  anyway.” 

With  empty  plates  in  front  of  them,  Dr. 
Tindley  knelt  by  his  chair  and  thanked 
the  Lord  for  his  many  blessings,  and  the 
privilege  of  being  in  his  work.  Likewise, 
he  thanked  him  for  his  wife  and  children. 

Suddenly  his  prayers  were  interrupted 
by  a  thundering  knock  at  the  door. 
Shivering  in  the  storm,  his  ear  flaps 
down,  stood  a  broad-shouldered  white 
man.  His  arms  were  loaded  with 
groceries.  “Sorry  I’m  late,"  he 
apologized.  “But  the  snow’s  been  pretty 
heavy.” 

Born  into  slavery 

The  fact  that  Dr.  Tindley  mastered 
Greek  and  Hebrew  and  preached 
regularly  to  4,000  can  only  be  explained 
by  the  biblical  word :  miracle ! 

Born  into  slavery  on  Maryland’s 
eastern  shore,  he  lost  his  mother  at  five. 
Soon  after  this,  his  owner  sold  him  away 
from  his  father  to  a  master  in  a  nearby 
city.  Perhaps  because  his  new  owner  saw 
the  glow  of  genius  in  his  dark  eyes,  he 
strictly  forbade  him  to  learn  to  read  and 
write  —  or  even  go  to  church. 

No  one.  however,  can  control  genius. 


Members  of 
Tindley  Temple 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  find  a 
source  of  historical 
pride  in  their  one¬ 
time  pastor. 
Charles  Tindley, 
and  a  sense  of 
present  pride  as  the 
church  continues 
an  active  ministry 
that  still  influences 
people  in  the  city. 

CHARLES  LUDWIG 
PHOTOS 


Finding  the  page  of  a  book  or  an  old 
newspaper,  the  lad  hid  these  treasures 
away  for  future  study.  Then  after  his 
roommates  had  gone  to  sleep,  he  would 
take  them  out  and  by  the  glow  of  a  candle 
try  and  unscramble  the  mysterious 
markings.  Working  in  the  fields  from 
sunup  to  sundown  was  backbreaking.  But 
he  refused  to  give  up. 

Then  the  war  was  over,  and  he  was 
free! 

Free  to  go  to  school 

This  freedom  meant  that  he  could  now 
go  to  school.  And  this  he  did  even  though 
it  entailed  a  14  mile  walk  after  work. 
Having  been  converted,  he  longed  to 
become  a  Methodist  minister.  But  having 
no  school  to  attend,  he  had  to  resort  to 
correspondence  schools.  And  this  he  did. 

As  his  friends  watched  him,  they  felt  it 
their  duty  to  be  candid. 

“You’ll  never  make  it,  Charlie,"  they 
said,  puckering  their  lips.  “No  one  can  do 
the  impossible!” 

But  young  Tindley  did  not  believe 
anything  was  impossible.  Every  spare 
cent  went  into  books.  Morevoer,  he 
devoured  their  meat,  chewed  their 
bones,  and  digested  them.  With  only  a 
broom  for  a  diploma,  he  was  accepted  as 
a  candidate  for  the  ministry.  It  was 
uphill.  Nevertheless,  he  finished  second 
highest  in  his  class. 

After  serving  a  black  church  at  Cape 
May  —  a  tiny  community  in  southern 
New  Jersey  —  he  was  summoned  to  the 
Bainbridge  Church  in  Philadelphia 
where  he  had  formerly  been  janitor.  The 
tiny  group  met  in  a  store-front;  and  it 
was  a  struggle  for  them  to  pay  their  bills. 

Soon  the  place  was  crowded.  Then  they 
acquired  a  building  that  seated  600.  It 
became  inadequate.  Desperate,  a 
balcony  seating  200  was  added.  Still, 
there  was  insufficient  room.  Then  Dr. 
Tindley  began  to  dream.  In  spite  of  bitter 
opposition,  he  led  his  group  into  buying 
an  old  building  that  had  been  used  by  a 
white  congregation. 

This  building  seated  1,500. 

“His  eyes  are  too  big,"  judged  some  as 
they  demanded  their  church  letters  of 
membership. 

The  critics  were  wrong.  Throngs  stood 
in  line  in  order  to  be  seated.  After  being 
enlarged  and  remodeled,  this  building 
was  dedicated  on  December  7, 1924.  Alas, 
Mrs.  tindley  died  that  midnight.  It  was  a 
shattering  blow.  Still,  grim-faced  Pastor 
Tindley  carried  on. 

One  Sunday  morning  Dr.  Tindley 
lingered  at  prayer  with  a  white  man  at 
the  altar.  Finally  the  two  rose  to  their 
feet.  With  arms  interlocked,  the  man 
affectionately  called  “Lincoln  in  Ebony’f 
said  to  the  people,  “I  want  you  to  know 
this  young  man  who  has  just  given  his 
heart  to  God.  He  is  the  grandson  of  the 
Maryland  planter  who  once  owned  me  as 
a  slave!” 

Follower  of  Wesley 
What  was  the  secret  of  this  man  who 
stood  like  an  arrow  and  had  the 
eloquence  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher? 
There  were  many  secrets.  One  was  that 
he  followed  Wesley’s  timetable  of  rising 
at  4  a  m.  and  spending  time  in  prayer. 
But  perhaps  the  most  important  one  is 
revealed  in  one  of  his  hymns. 

Annoyed  by  a  dark  shadow  that  kept 
darkening  the  sermon  he  was  writing,  he 
found  that  the  shadow  was  caused  by  a 
wad  of  paper  that  had  gotten  between  the 
manuscript  and  the  lamp.  Inspired,  he 
forgot  his  sermon  for  a  moment.  Instead, 
he  headed  a  page  with  the  words 
“Nothing  Between”  and  then  wrote  a 
hymn  by  that  title.  Here  is  the  first 
verse: 

“Nothing  between  my  soul  and  the 
Saviour 

Naught  of  this  world’s  delusive 
dream; 

I  have  renounced  all  sinful  pleasure. 

Jesus  is  mine;  let  nothing  between.” 
Mr.  Ludwig  of  Tuscon,  Ariz.,  has 
written  numerous  articles  on  United 
Methodist  historical  personalities  for 
TM/UMR. 


Up  75  percent  since  1975 

Church  now  has  more  female  ministers 


By  SHARON  MI ELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

MADISON,  Wis.  —  Striking  increases 
Since  1975  in  the  number  of  women  in  all 
categories  of  United  Methodist 
professional  ministry  —  ordained,  local 
and  diaconal  —  were  reported  here  to  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  meeting  here  last  weekend. 

Women  now  represent  more  than  three 
percent  of  the  total  professional  ministry 
—  an  increase  of  75  percent  over  1975, 
said  the  Rev.  Linda  Nyholm  Christman, 
Minneapolis  research  consultant. 

The  study  is  an  update  of  studies  done 
in  both  1970  and  1975.  Data  on  the 
participation  of  lay  women  in  local 
churches,  as  lay  members  of  annual 
conferences  and  as  members  of  church 
boards  and  agencies  will  be  released 
later  this  spring,  she  said 

Findings  on  women  in  the  total 
professional  ministry  of  the  church 
indicate: 

•  Women  now  represent  3.1  percent  of 
that  total; 

•  Women  in  full  annual  conference 
membership  now  comprise  1.7  percent  of 
all  ministers  in  full  connection  in 
comparison  with  .07  percent  in  1975; 

•  Women  represent  8.1  percent  of  the 
local  (formerly  “lay"  pastors)  —  an 
increase  of  108  percent  since  1975; 

•  The  majority  (66  percent)  of  all 
consecrated  diaconal  ministers  are 
women.  TTiis  figure  does  not  include 
deaconesses. 

•  Seventy  percent  of  all  diaconal 


ministers  in  the  Southeast  and  South 
Central  jurisdictions  are  women. 

Ms.  Christman  said,  “The  most 
striking  findings  were  the  heavy 
concentration  of  diaconal  ministers  in 
the  South  and  the  entry  of  many  lay 
women  into  the  local  pastor  category.” 

While  the  latest  survey  for  the 
professional  ministry  was  cause  for 
rejoicing,  commission  president  Carolyn 
Oehler  of  Elgin,  Ill.,  warned  members  in 
her  report  that  “The  way  has  been  easy 
till  now  compared  to  what  lies  ahead.  To 
achieve  full  and  equal  participation  of 
women  in  our  church  will  require  long, 
hard,  focused  work."  She  identified  race, 
theology,  power  and  sexism  as 
overarching  “survival  issues”  for  the 
commission. 

The  president  named  several  current 
trends  in  society  which  are  being 
reflected  in  the  UMC  and  which  directly 
affect  the  commission’s  mandate  to 
eliminate  sexism  in  all  its  forms  from  the 
total  life  of  the  denomination : 

(1)  The  increasing  strength  of  the 
“right  wing  ";  (2)  Attacks  on 

affirmative  action  —  exemplified  by 
challenges  to  the  quota  and  board 
representation  system  (which  at 
present  calls  for  one-third  laymen,  one- 
third  lay  women,  one  third  clergy)  in  the 
church;  (3)  The  trivialization  of 
women’s  issues  as  exemplified  in  the  fact 
that  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  is  in 
trouble;  and  (4)  The  attacks  on 
leadership  and  the  lowering  of  trust 
levels  evidenced  in  proposals  to  weaken 


boards  and  agencies  and  to  create 
designated  giving  channels. 

Against  this  backdrop  the  commission 
launched  a  major  effort  to  deal  with  the 
inclusion  of  women  in  theology.  Called  a 
central  survival  issue,  Ms.  Oehler  said, 
"We  are  reclaiming  the  story  from  those 
who  have  thought  it  was  told  by  and  for 
white  men  only  .  .  .  Theology  has  been 
used  to  put  us  in  our  place,  when  the 
Gospel  really  has  a  place  for  us  all.  ” 

A  petition  asking  the  1980  General 
Conference  for  a  four-year  study  of 
“God's  language"  and  how  its  use 
impacts  the  church  was  authorized  for 
preparation  by  the  Biblical/Theological 
task  force. 

Feminist  theologian  Sharon  Ringe,  a 
professor  of  New  Testament  at  Methodist 
Theological  School  of  Ohio.  Delaware, 
said,  “I  take  our  creation  in  God’s  image 
seriously.  If  we  are  concerned  today  that 
the  Gospel  be  ‘hearable’  to  women  we 
have  to  examine  alternatives  to  their 
deliberate  exclusion  from  the  Scriptures. 
We  don’t  find  ourselves  in  the  Bible.” 

She  suggested  several  alternatives 
might  be  the  use  of  less  sexist 
translations  and  the  realization  that 
God's  reality  cannot  be  encompassed  by 
any  pronoun. 

In  other  actions,  the  commission  sent  a 
special  appeal  to  the  Bicentennial 
Planning  Committee  to  allocate  “no  less 
than  40  percent  of  its  budget  to  highlight 
the  contributions  of  women  and  racial- 
ethnic  minorities  in  the  1984  celebration. 
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Baltimore  chosen  site 
for  1984  conference 


1980  badge 

Delegates  and  staff  at  the  1980 
General  Conference  will  be  wearing 
the  badge  above,  designed  by  Ralph 
Holdeman,  Elkhart,  Ind.,  artist  who 
also  is  a  United  Methodist  pastor.  Mr. 
Holdeman  also  has  designed  the 
backdrop  for  the  sessions  in  the 
Indianapolis  Convention  Center. 


INDIANAPOLIS  (UMC)  -  Baltimore, 
Maryland  has  been  set  as  the  site  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  1984  General 
Conference. 

The  Commission  on  the  General 
Conference  made  the  selection  here  Feb. 
20  after  reviewing  facilities  there  and  in 
Philadelphia  and  Oklahoma  City,  upon 
invitation  of  the  annual  conferences 
involved.  The  1984  session  will  be  held 
May  1-11. 

In  business  pertaining  to  the  1980 
General  Conference  to  be  held  here,  the 
Commission  raised  the  per  diem  for 
delegates,  assigned  annual  conferences 
to  seating,  and  approved  a  compre¬ 
hensive,  multi-media  communications 
package  to  relay  decisions  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  to  pastors  and  laity.  The  1980 
session  will  open  at  1:30  p.m.  April  15  in 
the  Indiana  Convention  and  Exposition 
Center  here  and  close  at  10  p.m.  April  25. 

In  the  drawing  for  seating  of  the  1,000 
delegates,  the  South  India  Annual 
Conference  was  the  first  drawn  and  the 
Philippines  Conference  was  the  last, 
according  to  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Holt,  Dallas, 
Texas,  secretary  of  the  conference. 

Joining  South  India  in  the  front  row 
will  be  delegations  from  California- 
Nevada,  North  Georgia,  Northwest 
Philippines,  Yugoslavia,  Northwest 
Germany,  Poland,  Alaska  Missionary, 


Delhi,  Rhodesia,  Denmark,  Austria  ; 
Provisional  and  Hyderabad  conferences.  ; 

At  the  other  extreme  of  the  seats,  in 
addition  to  the  Philippines,  will  be  Rio ; 
Grande,  Maine,  Bengal,  Bombay, 
Liberia,  North  India,  North  Indiana, 
Puerto  Rico,  Missouri  West  and  Central 
Pennsylvania  conferences. 

In  raising  the  delegates’  per  diem  for 
1980,  the  commission  pegged  the  new 
figure  at  $33  and  voiced  the  fear  that 
even  this  might  not  be  adequate. 

William  M.  Beatty,  Hopwood,  Pa., 
chairman  of  the  planning  committee, 
said  it  is  estimated  the  1984  session  will  ; 
cost  $2  million.  The  1980  meeting  here  ; 
has  been  budgeted  at  $1.5  million. 

The  communications  package  for  1980  ; 
will  involve  “Newscope,”  the  weekly 
newsletter  issued  by  the  publishing  ; 
house.  “Interpreter,”  the  church’s 
nationally-circulated  program  journal; 
audio  reports  involving  “Newscope"  and 
"Connection,”  the  national  weekly  radio 
program;  the  “Daily  Christian 
Advocate”  and  a  35mm  slide  set. 

The  decision  to  go  to  Baltimore 
coincides  with  the  200th  anniversary  of  - 
the  Christmas  Conference  there  which  is  • 
considered  to  be  the  beginning  of  - 
organized  Methodism  in  the  U.S.  An 
extensive  celebration  of  the  event  is 
being  developed  for  recommendation  to 
the  1980  General  Conference. 


Stewardship: 


Large  congregation ’s  needs  said 
to  differ  from  small  church 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  According  to  United 
Methodist  stewardship  executives,  the 
two  basic  stewardship  questions  most 
commonly  asked  by  United  Methodists 
are:  (1)  How  do  we  get  adequate 
resources  to  fund  ministry  in  our 
churches?,  and  (2)  How  can  we  encour¬ 
age  people  to  become  involved? 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Rieke,  head  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  section  on  stew¬ 
ardship,  told  TM/UMR  that  while  the 
theology  of  Christian  stewardship  — 
that  we  are  not  owners,  but  managers  of 
the  gifts  that  God  has  given  us  —  is  the 
same  for  all  churches,  the  answer  to  these 
questions  varies  between  large  and  small 
membership  churches  because  of 
different  needs. 

He  and  members  of  the  staff  in 
Nashville  held  a  seminar  designed  for 
the  special  stewardship  needs  of  large 
congregations  (1,000  or  more  members) 
here  Feb.  21-23.  Similar  seminars  were 
held  recently  in  Chicago  and  San  Diego. 

God's  gifts,  which  are  both  monetary 
and  human,  need  management  so  that 
they  may  be  used  to  their  fullest 
potential,  said  the  Rev.  LaVon  Kincaid,  a 
director  of  the  section.  This  “wholistic” 


approach  to  stewardship  is  also 
“cyclical” :  “We  receive  these  gifts,  pass 
them  on,  and  this  enables  us  to  receive 
again,”  he  said. 

Large  churches  pose  particular 
problems.  Due  to  membership  size,  they 
usually  have  larger  budgets  than  smail 
membership  churches,  and  therefore 
more  money  to  manage.  Dr.  Rieke  said. 
So,  a  stewardship  problem  for  the  large 
church  is  how  to  increase  individual 
accountability  among  the  members. 
Each  member  must  see  that  his  or  her 
giving,  although  going  into  a  larger  pot, 
makes  a  difference,  he  said. 

Involving  members  in  program 
planning,  and  showing  them  that  their 
ideas  are  listened  to  are  important  ways 
to  encourage  giving,  he  suggested.  Dr. 
Rieke  also  said  that  churches  with 
extensive  outreach  programs  tend  to 
have  a  better  record  of  giving.  “People 
are  not  interested  in  whether  the  light  bill 
is  paid,  but  in  what  goes  on  in  the  church 
when  the  lights  are  on.” 

In  comparisbh,  small  ’  membership 
churches  with  smaller  budgets  usually 
have  higher  per  capita  giving,  although 
most  of  the  income  goes  to  maintain  the 
.i-churchaod  its  staff. 

“A  larger  vision”  of  their  stewardship 
responsibilities  may  be  needed  in 


smaller  churches  that  are  sometimes- 
family  dominated,  said  Dr.  Rieke. 

The  ethnic  minority  church  poses  an 
even  different  set  of  needs,  said  Mr. 
Kincaid,  for  most  of  the  time  there  are 
fewer  available  resources  —  financial, 
physical  and  human.  However,  the 
ethnic  church  his  been  able  to  make  up 
for  these  shortfalls  in  other  ways. 

For  example,  he  said,  in  the  black 
church  rallies  and  fish  fries  are  often 
held  to  raise  the  church  budget. 
Members  will  wear  many  hats,  such  as 
serving  on  the  finance  committee  and 
also  as  trustees,  cooks  and  janitors. 
Caring  and  sharing  in  the  church 
transfers  into  community  service  as 
persons  fix  meals  and  aid  the  sick  when 
they  do  not  have  money  to  give,  he  said. 

The  critical  stewardship  needs  of  the- 
ethnic  church  are  for  the  members  to- 
retain  the  good  things  about  their  unique 
approach  to  stewardship,  and  to  learn 
new  ways  to  manage  their  available 
resources,  Mr.  Kincadesaid. 

Seminars  such  as  this  one,  designed  for 
large  church  leaders,  enable  partici¬ 
pants  to  relate  to  other  persons  in 
similar  situations  and  interact  with  each; 
other  as  peers,  said  Dr.  Rieke. 


Do  you  find  yourself  tempted  to 
“play  God?" 

Do  you  try  to  be  everything  to  your 
congregation? 

Maybe  you’re  simply  expecting  too 
much  of  yourself.  Stress  like  this  is  common 
to  ministers.  (And  seldom  recognized  by 
laypeople.) 

That’s  why  we’ve  put  together  a  new 
ML  report,  “Nobody’s  Perfect’.’  It’s  free. 

The  point  is,  once  you  recognize  this 
kind  of  stress  you  can  use  it  to  your 
advantage.  You  might  even  rediscover  the 
joys  of  being  “only  human’.’ 


I  see  what  you  mean.  Please  send  me 

_ copies  of  “Nobody’s  Perfect!’ 

Mail  to  Ministers  Life,  Dept.  J. 
Ministers  Life  Building 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55416 


The  Ministers  Life  At  Casualty  Union 
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Prostitutes  target  of  varied  Christian  ministries 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Ever  since  Jesus  befriended  Mary 
Magdalene,  the  Christian  community 
has  had  a  special  interest  in  ministry 
to  prostitutes. 

Currently  the  various  styles  of 
ministry  to  the  oldest  profession  in  the 
world  are  seen  in  the  microcosm  of 
the  Times  Square  area  of  New  York 
City,  where  commercial  sex  abounds. 

Arlene  Carmen  is  a  quiet,  almost 
shy,  woman  of  41.  However,  she  walks 
the  tawdry  streets  of  the  Times 
Square  area  of  New  York  City  two  or 
three  nights  of  every  week  to  bring  a 
Christian  church’s  concern  to  the 
people  of  the  streets. 

Although  Jewish,  she  is  the  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  Judson  Memorial 
Church,  related  to  the  United  Church 
of  Christ  and  the  American  Baptist 
Church,  and  its  representative  in  its 
ministry  to  the  city’s  prostitutes. 

Father  Bruce  Ritter,  O.F.M.,  Conv., 
is  a  Franciscan  and  former  college 
professor  who  has  opened  a  center  for 
runaways  and  teen-aged  prostitutes 
as  a  haven  from  pimps  and  other 
potential  victimizers. 

Over  an  18-month  period,  he 
estimates,  the  center  provided 
shelter,  care,  counseling  and  affection 
to  about  8,000  young  persons,  two  out 
of  three  of  whom  were  involved  in 
prostitution. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Moore,  35,  is  the 
director  of  Lamb’s  Ministries, 
sponsored  by  the  Church  of  the 


Nazarene,  a  program  of  redemptive 
care  and  rehabilitation  for  young 
prostitutes. 

He  said  the  purpose  of  his  mission  is 
“to  change  people  from  the  inside 
through  Christ,  to  effect  change  on  the 
outside.”  The  ministry,  he  said,  aims 
for  “wholistic  Christian  caring  in 
cities.” 

The  Rev.  Howard  Moody,  Ms. 
Carmen’s  boss  and  a  pastor  of  Judson 
Church,  called  prostitutes  a  “perse¬ 
cuted  minority”  in  a  sermon  at  his 
church. 

Law  needs  change 

One  of  the  ways  that  Ms.  Carmen  is 
ministering  to  prostitutes  is  by 
pressing  her  suit  against  New  York 
City  and  state  authorities  for  her 
arrest  last  year  under  a  "hopelessly 
unconstitutional”  anti-loitering  law 
aimed  at  prostitutes. 

She  was  held  for  23  hours  before  she 
was  released  and  all  charges  dropped. 
The  suit  is  a  class  action  case,  making 
anyone  who  has  been  arrested  under 
the  law  a  symbolic  party  to  it. 

When  she  was  arrested,  Ms. 
Carmen  was  performing  one  of  the 
other  functions  of  her  ministry.  She 
was  trying  to  convince  a  woman  that 
she  must  go  to  nearby  Roosevelt 
Hospital  to  have  her  stomach  pains 
diagnosed. 

Other  aspects  of  the  Judson 
ministry  include  helping  prostitutes 
find  housing,  open  bank  accounts,  get 


child  care  and  with  other  services 
they  find  difficult  to  obtain  because 
their  jobs  are  illegal. 

Father  Ritter’s  ministry  is  different 
from  that  of  Judson  Memorial 
Church. 

Mr.  Moody  and  Ms.  Carmen  make 
no  attempt  to  get  their  street  clients  to 
“square  up,”  street  jargon  for  leaving 
prostitution  and  getting  a  legitimate 
job,  although  they  stand  ready  to  help 
women  who  have  made  a  decision  to 
do  so. 

But  Father  Ritter’s  goal  is  to 
provide  an  alternative  for  prostitutes, 
especially  for  those  runaways  under 
21  who  have  been  induced  into  street 
life.  His  Covenant  House  on  West  44th 
Street,  off  Times  Square,  is  a  refuge 
and  where  a  24-hour-a-day  crisis 
center  called  Under-21  is  housed. 

Not  all  the  prostitutes  are  women. 
Young  boys  have  also  been  drawn  into 
the  commercial  sex  business.  Father 
Ritter  testified  at  a  Senate  hearing 
about  how  a  pimp  armed  with  a 
broken  bottle  once  chased  a  14-year- 
old  boy  into  his  center. 

Boy  saved  from  pimp 

The  pimp,  Father  Ritter  explained, 
wanted  to  kill  the  boy,  who  had 
escaped  after  allegedly  being  held 
prisoner  for  six  weeks  in  a  Times 
Square  hotel.  A  staff  member  of 
Covenant  House  barred  the  pimp’s 
way. 

A  third  ministry  to  Times  Square 


prostitutes  is  the  program  operated 
by  Mr.  Moore  and  the  Church  of  the 
Nazarene. 

He  said  in  an  address,  “Just  as 
Jesus  wept  over  the  city  of  Jerusalem 
...  so  should  we  weep  over  our 
cities  .  .  Times  Square  is  our  modern 
day  Jerusalem  .  .  .  Jesus  loves  the 
people  of  this  city." 

Lamb's  ministry  is  an  urban 
ministry  which  offers  a  variety  of 
services,  including  emergency  crisis 
care  for  street  people,  a  Sanctuary 
Restaurant,  a  Christian  performing 
arts  program  and  housing  for  single 
evangelical  Christians  ministering  in 
the  city. 

Decriminalization  viewed 

Inevitably,  the  question  of  laws 
regarding  prostitution  comes  up  when 
dealing  with  such  ministries.  Father 
Ritter  is  opposed  categorically  to 
decriminalization  of  prostitution.  Mr. 
Moody  and  Ms.  Carmen  are  all  for  it. 

Father  Ritter,  in  expressing  his 
opposition  to  decriminalization  of 
prostitution,  debunked  one  of  the 
traditional  arguments,  that  it  is  a 
“victimless  crime." 

“This  ‘victimless’  crime  has  sent 
hundreds  of  children  and  young 
people  into  Under  21,  many  abused, 
beaten  and  terrified,”  the  Franciscan 
priest  said. 

But,  despite  the  ministers’  differ¬ 
ences  on  public  policy  regarding 
prostitution,  they  are  united  in  a 
Christian  concern  of  caring  for  others. 


Times  Square 
microcosm  of  ministries 
to  prostitutes 


This  composite  illustration  symbolizes  the  plight  of  prostitutes  in  today’s  world. 
According  to  tradition,  Christian  concern  for  them  was  first  expressed  when  Jesus 
befriended  Mary  Magdalene. 

Though  there  are  differences  of  opinion  over  public  policy,  Christians  today  are 
united  in  their  determination  to  provide  concerned  ministries  to  prostitutes  wherever 
the  needs  exist.  religious  news  service  photo 


Singing  instead  of  eating,  youth 

TURLOCK,  Calif.  —  These  youth  are  singing  instead  of 
eating  as  they  participate  in  a  24  hour  fast  for  world  hunger  at 
Turloqk  United  Methodist  Church  here.  More  than  70  youth 
representing  eight  churches  in  the  area  of  various 
denominations  raised  $2,200  in  “Youth  Fast  ’79.*’  The  purpose 

British  religious  leaders 


of  the  fast  was  to  have  participants  identify  with  the  hungry 
world,  educate  them  on  the  problems  and  solutions  of  the  food 
crisis,  raise  money  for  food  projects,  and  enable  fellowship 
among  youth  groups. 


MODESTO  BEE  PHOTO 


End  to  nation’s  industrial  strife  urged 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  Westminster,  the 
seat  of  Britain’s  government,  is  “fiddling 
whilst  Britain  burns,”  according  to  the 
Anglican  Provost  of  Bradford,  the  Very 
Rev.  Brandon  Jackson. 

Collective  greed  is  taking  Britain  on  a 
suicidal  path  which  will  end  in  disaster, 
according  to  Dr.  Lesslie  Newbegin,  head 
of  the  United  Reformed  Church. 

Both  churchmen  were  talking  about 
this  nation’s  grave  industrial  situation 
which  in  the  past  few  weeks  has  not  only 
caused  massive  inconvenience  but  has 
resulted  in  many  people  becoming 
angry,  disillusioned,  violent,  bewildered, 
and,  in  some  cases,  hopeless. 

Behind  it  all  has  been  a  wave  of  strikes 
which  have  closed  hundreds  of  schools 
and  hospitals,  kept  ambulance  aides  off 
the  streets,  cleared  supermarket  shelves 
of  food,  brought  the  nation’s  railroads  to 
a  standstill  and  caused  mountains  of 
festering  rubbish  to  pile  up  in  city 
streets.  Even  the  dead  were  not  buried 
because  the  gravediggers  struck. 

More  strikes  are  threatened  in  the  car 
and  steel  industries,  and  soon,  the  mine- 
Workers  will  present  a  massive  demand 
for  a  40  percent  pay  increase.  But  the 
government  has  set  an  average  of  5  per¬ 
cent  which  the  nation  can  afford,  without 
Increased  productivity.  The  miners’  de¬ 
mands  brought  down  the  Conservative 
Povemment  in  1974  and  their  militant 
leaders  could  well  do  the  same  to  the 
present  Local  Government. 

•  All  this  was  in  Anglican  Archbishop 
ponald  Coggan’s  mind  when,  in  a  debate 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Upper 
Chamber  of  Parliament,  he  attacked 
?‘pitiless  industrial  action”  and  called  for 
a  return  to  normal  procedures  for  settling 
disputes. 

•  He  also  repeated  an  earlier  sermon  in 
which  he  condemned  irresponsible  strikes 
because  they  hurt  the  defenseless  mem¬ 
bers  of  society,  the  sick  and  the  elderly. 

“The  right  to  strike  is  being  used  far  too 
soon  and  far  too  readily  and  far  too 
irresponsibly,”  the  Anglican  primate 
said.  “Strikes  are  the  last  resort  when  all 
else  has  failed,  not  a  game  of  Monopoly 
with  no  moral  issues  involved.  ’ ' 


Similar  sentiments  were  echoed  when 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  Derek 
Worlock  of  Liverpool  and  Anglican 
Bishop  David  Sheppard  of  Liverpool 
issued  a  joint  statement  calling  for  a 
Christian  approach  to  the  nation’s 
industrial  crisis. 

They  said  the  Christian  call  to  act  as 
“members  one  of  another”  meant 
“accepting  some  sort  of  pay  and  incomes 
policy.” 

“We  need  to  go  to  the  difficult  but  not 
impossible  task  of  having  a  national 
evaluation  of  all  kinds  of  work.  This 
could  only  be  achieved  in  an  atmosphere 
free  from  sectional  bitterness,”  they 
said. 

Their  intervention  followed  one  by  a 
group  of  Methodist  industrial  chaplains, 
including  the  Rev.  Bill  Gowland, 
president-designate  of  the  Methodist 
Conference.  They  urged  “rigid  short¬ 


term  controls  on  wages  and  prices 
followed  by  a  national  consensus  capable 
of  surviving  a  change  of  government, 
between  trade  unions,  employers, 
political  parties  and  consumers.” 

Anglical  Provost  Jackson  also  wrote 
that  the  unions  were  out  to  get  as  much 
as  possible  “and  hang  the  consequences." 
The  aggressiveness  of  pickets,  who 
have  been  blocking  every  kind  of  estab¬ 
lishment  involved  in  a  strike,  “revealed 
the  extremes  to  which  greed  and  avarice 
could  grow  when  they  had  been  allowed 
to  flourish  unchecked  for  so  long,”  he 
wrote. 

Dr.  Newbegin  seemed  to  have  similar 
thoughts  in  mind  when  he  told  his 
executive  committee  that  Britain’s 
increased  wealth  over  the  last  25  years 
was  based  on  “the  cultivation  of  gluttony 
as  the  primary  virtue  upon  which  society 
depends.” 


Emphasize  social  concerns, 
prof  advises  Billy  Grah  am 


MILWAUKEE  (RNS)  -  A  Baptist  who 
is  a  sociology  professor  at  Marquette 
University,  a  Jesuit  school  here,  has 
advised  evangelist  Billy  Graham  to 
emphasize  his  concern  for  social 
problems  in  advance  publicity  for  his 
upcoming  crusade  here. 

Dr.  David  O.  Moberg,  a  member  of  the 
Community  Advisory  Committee  for  the 
crusade,  which  will  be  held  in  August, 
advised  Mr.  Graham  in  a  letter  to  “be 
sure  that  advance  publicity  about  your 
stand  on  social  issues  is  widely,  wisely 
and  publicly  disseminated." 

A  member  of  the  Baptist  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  author  of  the  book,  “The 
Great  Reversal:  Evangelism  versus 
Social  Concern,”  Dr.  Moberg  told  the 
evangelist  that  “among  mainline 
denominational  leaders  here,  you  are 
interpreted  as  being  ‘anti-social  concern’ 
in  your  orientation . 

In  advising  Mr.  Graham  to  publicize 
his  “genuine  concern  for  the  poor  and 
disadvantaged  people,"  Dr.  Moberg 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Prayer  circle 


ByNITA  SCHUH 

I  used  to  think  of  prayer  as 
perpendicular; 

To  and  from  us,  down  here, 
From  and  to  God,  up  there. 

Now  I  know  that  prayer  begun 
with  love, 


Offered  in  trust  and  faith, 
Manifested  by  peace  and  joy, 

Is  a  perfect  circle  with  no 
beginning. 

No  ending,  no  boundaries ; 
Expanding  unceasingly, 

From  God.  to  God,  blessing 
all  who  pray; 

Those  prayed  for;  and 
Mankind  everywhere,  eternally. 


wrote  in  his  letter,  “As  you  perhaps 
realize,  you  are  viewed  by  all  too  many 
as  a  friend  of  the  rich,  as  a  supporter  of 
the  vested  interests  of  the  power 
structure  at  the  expense  of  the  lower 
socio-economic  classes,  and  as  an 
influential  leader  who  supports  the  status 
quo  for  the  wealthy  and  mighty  people  of 
society  but  opposes  the  long-range 
structural  changes  necessary  to  elimi¬ 
nate  social  evil,  expurgate  collective 
sin  and  establish  social  justice.” 

The  sociologist  urged  the  evangelist, 
“Any  honest  evidence  to  the  contrary 
should  be  revealed.” 

The  Marquette  professor  also 
suggested  that  Mr.  Graham  “make  etftra 
efforts  to  get  personally  acquainted  with 
and  spend  time  conversing  with 
‘common  people,’  including  those  who 
are  unskilled  laborers,  living  in  poverty, 
receiving  welfare,  unemployed  .  .  . 
Listen  to  them,  and  learn  their 
interpretations  of  their  plight  and  of  their 
prospects  for  their  future.  .  .” 

Another  piece  of  advice  which  Dr. 
Moberg  offered  to  Mr.  Graham  was:  “If 
possible,  use  a  name  other  than  ‘crusade’ 
for  your  meetings.  ‘Crusade’  has 
military  connotations  which  are  inap¬ 
propriate  for  the  Prince  of  Peace  in 
this  cultural  setting.  Its  historical 
derivation  also  augments  the  resistance 
to  the  Gospel  by  many  Jews,  Muslims 
and  other  non-Christians." 

In  response  to  the  suggestions,  Mr. 
Graham  wrote  to  Dr.  Moberg  thanking 
him  for  his  concern  and  promising  to 
study  his  letter  “in  depth  and  give 
thought  and  prayer  to  the  matter.” 


Church  in  action  depicted  in 
Ohio,  California  and  Texas 


Energy  saving 
holds  surprise 

EUCLID,  Ohio  —  What  started  out  as  a 
response  to  a  natural  gas  shortage  has 
now  become  a  much  anticipated 
interlude  here  when  winter  worship 
moves  a  United  Methodist  congregation 
to  a  basement  dining  room  for  seven  to  10 
weeks. 

When  the  first  of  the  recent  severe 
winters  hit  in  January  of  1977,  according 
to  a  report  in  East  Ohio  Today,  the 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR,  the 
Epworth-Euclid  congregation  began 
holding  services  in  their  Great  Hall,  an 
attractive  dining  room  with  vaulted 
ceilings. 

The  congregation -soon  discovered  that 
the  alternate  setting  allowed  for  a 
greater  sense  of  intimacy  and 
community  in  the  worship  experience  in 
addition  to  considerable  savings  in  fuel 
cost  and  the  conservation  of  fuel  itself. 

In  the  winter  of  1978  the  congregation 
began  experimenting  with  variant 
worship  forms  including  worship  in  the 
round.  The  response  to  this  setting  was  so 
favorable  that  when  the  congregation 
moved  downstairs  this  January,  the  form 
was  continued. 

The  reaction  to  the  winter  worship  was 


Fire  destroys, 
damages  four 
UM  churches 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Three  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Michigan  and  one 
in  Indiana  have  been  destroyed  or 
damaged  by  fire  in  the  last  three  months. 

Latest  victim  was  the  Wall  Street 
Church  in  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  a  suburb 
of  Louisville,  Ky..  which  burned  to  the 
ground  early  Feb.  9.  Estimates  of  the 
damage  ranged  from  $750,000  to  $1 
million.  The  church’s  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Jerome  H.  Hyde,  said  insurance 
amounted  to  about  $560,000. 

In  Michigan,  the  sanctuary  of  Holland 
First  UMC  was  totally  destroyed  and  the 
adjoining  educational  building  sustained 
extensive  smoke  and  water  damage  dur¬ 
ing  a  fire  Jan.  24.  The  78-year-old  sanc¬ 
tuary  was  valued  at  $500,000. 

Fifty  miles  away  in  Kalamazoo  the 
Stockbridge  UMC  lost  its  sanctuary  by 
fire  on  Dec.  26  and  the  office  and  ed¬ 
ucation  wing  were  damaged  by  smoke 
and  water.  Estimated  replacement  cost 
was  $311,000  which  appeared  to  be  cover¬ 
ed  by  insurance.  The  cause  of  the  blaze 
has  not  been  determined. 

The  Plainview  UMC  in  Grand  Rapids 
suffered  $40,000  worth  of  damage  on 
Nov.  26  in  a  fire  that  was  blamed  on  an 
overheated  boiler. 


summed  up  in  the  comment  of  one 
member:  “Each  year  I’m  excited  about 
moving  the  service  downstairs,  and  each 
year  I’m  excited  when  we  have  the 
opportunity  of  moving  back  upstairs.” 

Savings  on  tax 
put  to  work 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  -  As  a  result  of 
"Proposition  13”  —  the  property  tax  cut 
measure  passed  last  year  by  California 
voters  —  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  here  found  it  was  $2,000  richer 
because  of  reductions  in  parking  lot  and 
parsonage  taxes,  according  to  a  recent 
article  in  the  California-Nevada 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

Trinity  members  decided  to  follow  a 
resolution  adopted  by  their  annual 
conference  in  1978  which  urges  churches 
to  respond  to  the  needs  of  their 
communities  by  directing  contributions 
—  including  tax  savings  —  and  volunteer 
workers  to  assist  agencies  serving  the 
needs  of  people.  The  tax  cut,  the 
conference  said,  would  inevitably  reduce 
state  funds  for  government  services. 

Most  of  the  tax  savings  were  divided 
equally  among  four  agencies  with  which 
Trinity  UMs  had  contact  either  as  board 
members  or  as  volunteers:  a  facility  for 
battered  wives,  an  organization  that 


helps  ex-prisoners,  a  center  for  troubled 
youth  and  the  Berkeley  Community 
Clinic  which  is  housed  at  the  church.  A 
small  portion  of  the  funds  was  used- for 
church  maintenance. 

“We  recognize  the  importance  of  the 
conference  resolutions,  not  only  to  help 
with  the  limited  amount  which  we  as  a 
single  church  can  provide,  but  as  an 
example  for  other  conference  churches,” 
said  church  finance  chairperson  Barney 
Etcheverry  ‘Our  hope  is  that  other 
churches  in  the  conference  will  look 
around  their  communities  and  do 
likewise.” 

Center  serves 
4 undocumented 9 

SAN  DIEGO,  Calif.  —  An  ecumenical 
center  involving  United  Methodists  to 
serve  “undocumented  persons”  — 
“illegal  aliens”  —  from  Mexico  who  need 
crisis  assistance  has  opened  here, 
according  to  an  article  by  Mary  Brown  in 
Circuit  West,  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR 
The  project  is  in  response  to  a  study 
which  showed  that  43  percent  of  those 
arrested  as  illegal  aliens  were’ 
apprehended  here,  though  San  Diego' 
County  comprises  only  3.3  percent  of  the 
US. -Mexico  border 

Grants  buy  new 
video  equipment 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas  —  Instructions 
for  using  the  new  videocassette  unii 
recently  acquired  by  the  Central  Texas 
conference  resource  center  are  studied 
by  the  Rev.  Luther  Henry  and  the  Rev. 
Karen  Greenwaldt  of  the  conference 
council  staff.  Player/recorder  machines 
were  purchased  for  each  of  the  seven 
annual  conferences  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  through  grants  from  First  Unitec 
Methodist  Church  in  Ft.  Worth  and  ’{>( 
Luke  UMC.  Houston,  according  to  a  storj 
in  the  Central  Texas  edition  of  TM/UMR 
A  special  shipping  case  for  the  unit 
enables  it  to  be  transported  around  the 
conference.  The  unit  will  be  used  foi 
study  and  instructional  programs  in 
conference  churches. 

CENTRA!.  TEXAS  CONFERENCE  PHOTC 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 


Rumor  shakes  good  judgment 


Dear  Deborah: 

A  good  friend  in  our  church  told  me 
something  about  our  pastor  (about  an 
indiscretion  of  his  with  a  capital  "I”)  and 
I  got  so  worked  up  about  it  I  wrote  him  a 
scorcher  of  a  letter.  As  it  turned  out  this 
so-called  friend  was  only  repeating  a 
rumor  that  has  proved  to  be  untrue.  I 
have  apologized  to  the  pastor  but  I  hurt 
him  so  much  I  can  never  feel 
comfortable  with  him  again.  Sometimes 
our  Christian  consciences  get  us  in 
trouble  don't  they ?  I  just  wanted  to  warn 
others  who  might  be  tempted  to  accept 
rumor  as  fact. 

Sincerely  yours, 
A  Sorry  Layman 

Dear  Sorry  Layman : 

Our  consciences  don’t  get  us  in  trouble 


but  our  good  judgment  often  fails.  I  have 
a  word  of  encouragement  for  you.  At 
least  you  had  the  good  sense  to  mail  your 
letter  to  the  person  about  whom  the 
rumor  was  circulating.  Think  of  the 
harm  yoiT  could  have  done  had  your 
letter  been  mailed  to  the  district 
superintendent  or  bishop  —  or  to  other 
members  of  the  congregation.  One  good 
rule  when  we  are  tempted  to  exercise  our 
conscience  in  matters  of  other  people’s 
conduct  is  that  we  (1)  always  verify  the 
facts,  and  (2)  if  we  write  a  letter  we  let  it 
cool  for  several  days  before  a  final 
decision  about  mailing. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah. 
Write:  "Dear  Deborah,"  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 


Playwright  honored  by  Christian  guild 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  A  California 
playwright  who  adapted  C.  S.  Lewis’ 
story,  “Till  We  Have  Faces,”  has  won  a 
nationwide  playwriting  competition 
sponsored  by  the  Christian  Theatre 
Artists  Guild,  based  in  Minneapolis. 

Joan  Quail  Becker  of  Fresno,  who  had 
studied  the  British  author’s  work,  wrote 
the  play  as  a  diversion  while  working  on 
her  doctoral  dissertation  in  oral 


interpretation. 

The  Christian  Theatre  Artists  Guild 
also  announced  that  it  will  sponsor  a 
conference  for  Christians  in  theater 
March  30  to  April  1  at  the  Regency  Plaza 
Motel  here  to  be  led  by  Nigel  Goodwin,  an 
actor  and  director  of  London’s  Arts 
Centre  Group.  On  the  same  days,  there 
will  be  workshops  in  downtown 
Minneapolis  churches  on  incorporating 
theater  into  church  programs. 


Shelbv  L.  Smith.  Trustee  from 
Noel.  Shreveport 


Mrs.  Nancy  M.  Carruth  speaking  at 
Lecompte 


John  Coleman  speaking  at 
Abbeville  -  Pecan  Island 


J.  B.  Stafford  speaking  at 
Tangipahoa  -  Pine  Ridge 


James  Mills  speaking  at 
St.  Paul’s.  Harahan 


Wayne  Gilmore  speaking  at 
Lottie  -  Rosedale  -  New  Roads 


Dr.  Robert  B.  Crichlow.  Sr.,  speaking  at 
Grace.  Ruston 


Colonel  Ruffin  Gray  speaking  at 
Oak  Grove  -  Campti 


Leslie  McKenzie  speaking  at 
Bethel  -  Magnolia 


United  Methodist  Foundation  Of  Louisiana 

Trustees  To  Speak  On  Foundation  Sunday  March  1 1 


Fifteen  of  the  Trustees  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  will 
occupy  pulpits  on  Foundation  Sunday, 
March  11, 1979. 

They  will  be  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
Foundation.  Many  pastors  have 
enthusiastically  invited  the  Trustees  to 
appear  in  their  churches  on  this  special  day. 

Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  the  Foundation 
Director,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  Noel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  on 
this  day.  He  will  preach  at  both  morning 
worship  services  and  speak  informally  with 
the  adult  members  of  the  church  school  at 
the  church  school  hour. 

The  Trustees  who  are  members  of  Noel 

One  Gloomy  Morning  . . . 


Church  are  Shelby  Smith,  who  is  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Foundation, 
Paul  Brown  and  Dr.  Benedict  Galloway, 
host  pastor. 

Foundation  Sunday  is  traditionally 
observed  each  year  early  in  the  Lenten 
Season.  It  is  designed  to  be  a  day  of 
education  and  inspiration.  No  special 
offering  is  asked  for  on  this  Sunday. 

United  Methodists  are  asked  to  think 
about  their  Christian  Stewardship  as  a 
viable  means  of  witnessing  to  their 
Christian  Faith.  Special  emphasis  is  placed 
upon  remembering  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  and  other  institutions  in  wills 
and  bequests. 


I  saw  the  spirit  of  Christian 
Stewardship  in  a  little  country  church  on 
a  gloomy  morning  in  May,  1978.  Forty 
people  filled  that  small  sanctuary. 

Seated  at  the  end  of  the  pew  just  in 
front  of  the  pulpit  was  a  lady  in  a 
wheelchair.  There  was  about  her  a 
certain  noticeable  radiance  as  she 
participated  in  the  service.  When  we 
sang  the  old  gospel  hymns,  she  sang  as 
though  every  word  was  an  offering  of 
praise  to  her  God. 

When  the  service  was  concluded,  she 
called  me  to  her  and  said,  ‘‘I  am  glad  you 
came  to  our  little  church  today.  So  often 
in  things  like  this  our  small  churches  are 


overlooked.  We  needed  to  know  about  the 
Foundation  and  its  work.” 

Then  she  explained  that  she  had  been 
in  a  wheelchair  for  11  years.  “But,”  she 
said,  "I  have  only  missed  coming  to 
church  two  or  three  times  in  11  years.  I 
feel  that  I  must  be  here  each  Sunday  to 
thank  God  for  giving  me  strength  to  get 
through  the  week.” 

She  slipped  into  my  hand  a  carefully 
folded  bill,  saying,  “In  our 
circumstances  you  understand  that  we 
can’t  do  much  now,  but  we  can  do  this 
today.  We  will  do  more  later  for  we  want 
to  have  a  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Foundation.” 


Memorial  Gifts  Welcome 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  Foundation  on  June  1,  1976,  more  than  300 
Memorial  Gifts  have  been  sent  to  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana.  In  amount,  these  gifts  have  ranged  from  $1  to  $500. 

All  Memorial  Gifts  become  a  part  of  the  Permanent  Funds  of  the  Foundation 
and  only  the  income  is  used  annually  to  give  additional  support  to  United 
Methodist  institutions  supported  by  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Sizable  Memorial  Funds  may  be  established  with  the  Foundation.  When  such 
funds  are  established,  the  record  of  the  gift  is  carried  on  our  books  in  the  name 
of  the  person  the  donor  wishes  to  honor. 

The  Foundation  Director  is  available  for  help  in  setting  up  Memorial  gifts, 
large  or  small.  # 


Assets  Of  Foundation  Are  Growing 


While  the  Treasurer’s  report  will  be  an 
audited  statement  of  the  assets  of  the 
Foundation,  this  is  a  brief  summary  of  our 
activities  for  this  year. 

We  have  added  to  the  cash  reserves  $10,623.47. 
We  have  received  notice  in  the  Foundation  office 
this  year  of  bequests  totaling  approximately 
$296,000.  Some  of  these  were  mentioned  as 
possibilities  last  year. 

A  safe  estimate  would  be,  considering  our 
cash  assets  in  excess  of  $200,000  and  the  known 
commitments  made  through  the  Foundation 
office,  that  we  have  in  prospect  resources 
approximately  $900,000. 

A  word  of  caution,  however,  needs  to  be 
sounded.  You  never  really  know  the  net  worth  of 
a  bequest  until  it  is  through  Probate  Court.  A 


reasonable  expectation  is  that  by  the  end  of  next 
year  known  commitments  to  the  Foundation 
could  equal  $1  million. 

In  the  month  of  March,  $40,000  from  the  sale  of 
the  Business  Girls’  in  Shreveport,  which  is 
presently  held  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
will  be  transferred  permanently  to  the 
Foundation  for  purposes  of  investment. 

Over  the  state  I  hear  of  good  things  which  are 
happening.  Lawyers  tell  me  that  they  have 
written  wills  in  which  the  Foundation  or  some  of 
our  institutions  have  been  remembered.  Some 
individuals  have  also  mentioned  this  same  thing 
to  me.  I  have  no  way  of  knowing  what  this 
amounts  to,  except  that  there  is  interest  and  our 
broad-based  educational  program  is  effective. 


Freely  Ye  Hoy* 
_  Received. 

fJJL  Freely 

Give 


A  layman  observed,  “What  is 
more  permanent  than  the 
Foundation?”  He  said  that 
perhaps  in  50  years  more  than 
half  of  the  institutions  now 
supported  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  will  not  be  in 
existence. 

The  questions  then  arise  — 
What  happens  to  funds  which 
have  been  committed  to  these 
institutions?  Will  the  funds  just 
be  dissipated  and  lost? 


A  Layman’s  Insight 

The  layman  said,  “I  feel  more 
secure  in  commixing  my  funds  to 
the  Foundation  and  designating 
the  income  for  the  institutions  I 
wish  to  support.  Then,  if  the 
inevitable  happens  end  the 
institutions  cease  to  be,  the  funds 
will  still  be  there  to  go  on  serving 
the  causes  of  Christ.” 

The  United  Methodist 
Foundation  has  no  business  but  to 
stay  in  business  and  go  on 
fulfilling  the  purposes  for  which  it 


was  organized  in  the  first  place. 

He  further  observed  that  in  the 
church  of  the  future  and  in  its 
work  no  one  at  this  time  can 
foresee  what  causes  the  church 
should  be  serving,  Committing 
resources  to  the  Foundation  gives 
a  flexibility  which  cannot  be 
found  elsewhere  and  will  enable 
the  church  to  adjust  its  program 
and  support  to  the  changing 
needs  of  the  world  it  seeks  to 
serve. 


Many  Make  Gifts  To  The  Foundation 


Each  year  since  the  Foundation  office  opened 
on  June  1,  1976,  there  have  been  several 
thousand  dollars  given  to  the  Foundation  in  the 
months  of  November  and  December. 

The  motivation  of  these  gifts  may  have  been 
for  purposes  of  tax  saving  or  the  desire  of 
persons  to  invest  in  a  good  and  lasting  cause. 
These  thoughtful  and  dedicated  persons  have 
made  the  Foundation  part  of  their  annual  giving 
program. 

Such  gifts  are  different  from  any  other  given 
to  the  church  or  to  charity.  Unless  otherwise 
specified  by  the  donor,  these  gifts  are  placed  in 
the  Permanent  Funds  of  the  Foundation  and 


United  Methodists  Are  Responding 


only  the  income  is  used  annually  to  support 
Christian  causes. 

In  a  sense,  by  so  investing  in  the  Foundation 
these  persons  are  making  an  investment  in  the 
future  church.  By  their  gifts  they  become  a  part 
of  everything  the  church  is  today  and  everything 
it  will  be  tomorrow. 

It  is  inconceivable  what  it  could  mean  in  years 
to  come  if  hundreds  of  United  Methodists  in 
Louisiana  made  it  a  habit  of  sending  gifts, 
large  or  small,  to  the  Foundation  annually.  Such 
a  response  need  not  be  limited  to  the  last  two 
months  of  the  year.  The  Foundation  welcomes 
evidence  of  Christian  Stewardship  any  time. 


The  working  philosophy  of  the 
Foundation,  “We  don’t  push,  we 
educate,”  is  paying  off.  During  the  year 
1978  we  received  in  the  office  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  218  requests  for  information  in 
the  area  of  wills,  bequests  and  Estate 


Planning. 

The  information  requested  has  covered 
many  areas  such  as  “How  to  write  a 
Will,”  “How  to  include  the  Foundation  in 
my  Will,”  “Giving  to  United  Methodist 
Institutions,”  “Trust  Funds”  and 


“Memorial  Gifts.” 

These  many  requests  for  information 
confirm  the  fact  that  we  are  fast 
establishing  ourselves  as  a  service 
agency  of  the  Annual  Conference  for  the 
help  of  people. 


This  page  and  articles 
were  prepared  by  Dr. 
Clyde  Clark,  Foundation 
director. 


Helps  Available  For  Estate  Planning 

The  Foundation  has  a  complete  stock  of  materials  on  Estate 

Planning.  Among  the  pamphlets  you  may  receive  by  requesting  - 

them  at  the  Foundation  off  ice  are :  - 


“Charitable  Giving  Through  Life  Insurance” 
“Your  Will  Be  Done  But” 

“27  Things  The  Pastor  Can  Do  To  Encourage 
Bequests” 

“Twelve  Ideas  From  the  Wills  of  12  Famous 
People” 

“Wishing  Won’t  Make  It  So  .  .  .  But  Estate 
Planning  Will” 

“When  Should  A  Woman  Write  Her  Will?” 

“What  Every  Giver  Should  Know  About  Taxes” 
“Eternal  Life  for  Persons  Through  Living 
Memorials” 

“Living  Trusts  Can  Be  Giving  Trusts” 

“Help  for  Attorneys,  Trust  Officers,  Counselors” 
“The  Hidden  Giving  Power  In  Your  Life 
Insurance  Policies” 

“Women’s  Financial  Planner” 

“There’s  Will  Wisdom  In  A  Testamentary  Trust” 
“37  Things  People  ‘Know’  About  Wills  That 
Aren't  Really  So" 

“How,  When  and  Why  More  People  Give  Stocks” 
“42  Reasons  for  Supporting  the  United  Methodist 


Foundation  of  Louisiana” 

“Making  Your  Will” 

“Charitable  Remainder  Unitrusts” 

“God’s  Will  is  Not  Subject  to  Probate  But  Yours 
Is” 

“Eleven  Things  To  Remember  If  You  Plan  To 
Remember  Us  In  Your  Will” 

“Giving  Through  Your  Will” 

“What  You  Have  Always  Wanted  To  Know  About 
Wills” 

“Your  Will,  God’s  Will  and  the  Foundation” 
“Giving  Through  Life  Insurance” 

“How  To  Save  On  Your  Taxes” 

“A  Woman’s  Special  Legacy" 

“Peter  Didn’t  Leave  A  Will” 

“The  1978  Annual  Report  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana” 

“You  Never  Need  to  Change  Your  Will  Unless” 
“Investing  Effectively  in  the  Future  of.tlje 
Church” 


PLEASE  CHECK  THE  ONES  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO  HAVE . 
SEND  TO: 

ClydeS.  Clark,  Director 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana, 

1010  Mid  South  Towers, 

Shreveport,  La.  71101 


Dr.  ClydeS.  Clark. 
Foundation  Director 
speaking  at  Noel,  Shreveport 


John  Wagnon  speaking  at 
Bunkie 


One  Man 
Found  A  Way 

He  said,  “God  has  richly  blessed  my 
life  with  resources  and  I  am  grateful  for 
His  blessings,  I  Relieve  in  tithing  because 
the  Bible  clearly  teaches  that  at  least  one 
tenth  belongs  to  God. 

“I  have  often  thought  about  this  fact 
and  at  times  I  have  even  chided  myself 
that  I  have  not  done  what  I  should  have 
done.  I  ajp  just  an  average  layman.  I 
support  my  chjjfph  and  at  times  give 
generously,  but  throughout  my  life  I  have 
never  fully  given  God  what  belongs  to 
Him. 

“Several  times  I  have  tried  to  figure 
out  just  how  to  accomplish  what  I  want  to 
do.  When  I  became  acquainted  with  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana,  I  discovered  that  through  the 
Foundation  I  could  tithe  my  entire  estate 
and  designate  a  percentage  for  my  local 
church  and  for  some  other  United 
Methodist  institutions  in  which  I  am 
interested.  Then  I  could  give  the  rest  of 
my  tithe  with  confidence  to  the 
Foundation  and  they  will  use  the  income 
from  it  annually  where  it  is  needed  most. 

“You  have  no  idea  what  peace  of  mind 
I  now  have  that  this  important  matter 
has  been  settled  for  me.  I  feel  that 
through  my  gift  I  have  witnessed  to  my 
Christian  faith  which  I  have  tried  to  live 
all  of  my  life.  Since  the  power  and 
influence  of  the  life  of  Jesus  did  not  end 
with  his  earthly  years,  neither  should  my 
Christian  witness  end  when  my  years  on 
earth  are  finished.” 


Dr.  James  Caraway  speaking  at 
Asbury  -  West  Monroe 


Tom  Matheny  speaking  at 
Lake  Vista.  New  Orleans 


T.  J.  Butler  speaking  at 
Hartzell  -  Mt.  Zion  -  Newell 


Dr.  John  Cooksey  speaking  at 
Kilbourne  -  Locust  Grove 


Ferdinand  Grayson  speaking  at 
Napoleon  Avenue,  New  Orleans 


Judge  C.  A.  Marvin  speaking  at 
Lakeview  -  McIntyre,  Minden 
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It's  Been  A  Good  Year 

(See  special  four-page  financial  report  included  in 
this  edition) 

Dear  Fellow  United  Methodists: 

1978  was  a  strong  year  for  our  Louisiana  Conference  with 
approximately  $2.7  million,  or  93  percent,  of  the  total  church 
askings  being  paid. 

In  addition,  $450,000  (not  recorded  on  the  special  four-page 
financial  insert  included  in  this  edition  of  the  “Louisiana  United 
Methodist”)  was  raised  for  the  special  Centenary  College 
Campaign  Fund. 

Membership  in  our  churches  also  looks  good  with  only  a  slight 
loss  of  114.  This  brings  our  total  enrollment  for  the  state  in  1978  to 
136,395,  which  compares  to  the  1977  figure  of  136,509. 

The  financial  report  is  being  published  in  this  issue,  some  months 
earlier  than  the  production  of  the  1979  Journal,  to  give  our  churches 
an  awareness  of  what  the  financial  picture  is  and  to  encourage  the 
churches  of  Louisiana  to  “pay  in  full.” 

Churches  in  the  Conference  are  asked  annually  to  contribute  a 
specific  amount  to  each  of  the  17  projects  or  programs  (decimal 
askings)  approved  by  the  Annual  Conference.  The  amount  each 
church  is  asked  to  pay  varies  and  is  determined  by  the  church’s 
membership,  expenses  and  pastoral  support. 

With  93  percent  of  the  total  askings  being  paid  in  1978,  we  can 
surely  say  that  many  United  Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana  have 
kept  the  tradition  of  “paying  in  full.” 


Editorially  Speaking 


Step  In  Right  Direction 


When  a  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
minister  retires  after  35  years  of  service, 
he  will  receive  a  pension  of  $335.41  per 
month.  For  the  average  minister,  this 
amount  is  only  one-third  of  his  current 
monthly  salary,  and  for  some,  it  is  much 
less  than  a  third. 

The  purpose  of  the  $2.5  million  pension 
funding  crusade  is  to  help  us  move 
toward  a  more  adequate  pension  for  our 
retired  Louisiana  ministers,  their  wives, 
widows  and  dependents, 

Several  years  ago,  we  began  to  build 
up  a  reserve  fund  so  we  could  pay  as 
much  of  our  pension  obligation  as 
possible  out  of  interest  and  dividend 
earnings.  Because  our  pensions  were  so 
low,  and  because  inflation  has  cut  the 
dollar’s  value  to  such  an  extent,  it  has 
become  necessary  to  have  a  special  drive 
to  raise  additional  funds  for  our  pension 
endowment. 

The  $2.5  million  will  not  meet  all  our 
needs,  but  it  will  be  a  major  step  in  the 


right  direction. 

Already,  the  ministers  of  Louisiana 
Methodism  have  pledged  more  than 
$450,000  toward  the  crusade  goal.  Soon  it 
will  be  the  lay  person’s  turn.  With  all  of 
us  responding,  I  believe  our  goal  will  be 
easily  met. 

One  of  the  ten  commandments  says, 
“Honor  your  father  and  your  mother.” 
Bible  scholars  say  that  commandment 
was  not  originally  given  for  children  or 
teenagers,  but  for  middle  aged  persons. 
They  were  commanded  by  God  to  honor 
and  care  for  their  aged  parents.  Wouldn’t 
this  commandment  also  apply  to  our 
mothers  and  fathers  in  the  faith, 
including  all  the  retired  ministers  and 
their  families  who  have  served  the 
church  you  attend? 

Our  response  to  the  Pension  Crusade 
will  be,  to  a  significant  degree,  our 
answer  to  this  question. 

(By  Ray  Branton,  editor  of  the  "Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  Reporter.") 


March  Calendar 
Of  Events 


JjMARCH  11 

rv  United  Methodist  Foundation  Sunday  fl/ 

Jl  MARCH  16-18  X 

\ A  Regional  Conference  on  Critical  Social  Issues  for  Century  III  will  be  f) 
Bridgeport  Conference  Center  in  Bridgeport,  Texas.  h 

‘ft  Rev.  James  Stovall,  executive  director  of  the  Louisiana  Inter  Church  y 
I  Conference,  will  lead  a  workshop  in  the  area  of  prison  reform. 

‘  ^  The  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries  and  ^ 
*;the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Its  purpose  is  to  give 
public  witness  to  the  concerns  of  the  United  Methodists  for  various  social  ^ 
t  issues. 

7  Contact  Rev.  James  Graham,  P.O.  Box  112,  Shreveport  (318-424-9760), 
for  more  information. 


,  MARCH  17-18  K>/l| 

*  ^  A  Job  Training  Event  for  District  Lay  Leaders  and  District  Presi- /|jY 
dents  of  United  Methodist  Men.  To  be  at  the  Center  for  Continuing  £ 

I  Education,  University  of  Oklahoma  in  Norman. 

J  Its  purpose  is  to  give  inspiration  and  leadership  training  helps  to^*^ 
i  district  lay  leaders  and  district  presidents  of  UM  Men.  The  cost,  which  - 
includes  room  and  board,  is  $50  per  person. 

-MARCH  20,  21,  22 

Dr.  Stephen  Toulmin,  professor  of  Social  Thought  and  Philosophy  at  the 
University  of  Chicago,  will  be  the  lecturer  for  the  Willis  M.  Tate-Wilson  ] 
Lectures  to  be  held  on  the  campus  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  * 
t  Southern  Methodist  University. 

“Future  of  Cosmology  —  Or  Can  Science  and  Natural  Theology  Get  * 
^Together  Again?”  will  be  the  theme  of  his  talks  which  will  be  at  8  p.m.  , 

T March  20;  11  a.m.,  March  21;  and  11  a.m.  March  22  in  the  Kirby  Hall  ] 
^Lounge  at  Perkins.  c 

The  public  is  welcome.  , 

MARCH  23-25 

Conference-wide  Retreat  for  Women  at  Biloxi,  Miss.  y 

‘'MARCH  25 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

Pension  Crusade  Visitation  Sunday  o' 

^MARCH 18  U 

.  Deadline  to  register  for  Consultation  on  Program  Ministry  to  be  held  at  j 
f/Sheraton  Inn  —  (Airport),  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  April  18-19.  The 'i 
^consultation  is  for  persons  in  South  Central  Jurisdiction  who  are 
^'employed  by  local  churches  for  program  ministry.  Registration  is  $50.  v 
For  information  contact  “Consultation  on  Program  Ministry”  P.O.  Box/ 

",  Fort  Worth,  Texas 76107. 


Bishop  Monk  Bryan  Will  Serve 
As  Jones-Cadwallader  Lecturer 


Bishop  Monk  Bryan  of  the 
Nebraska  Annual  Conference 
will  be  the  speaker  for  Jones- 
Cadwallader  Memorial  Lectures 
to  be  held  at  Rayne  Memorial 
UMC  in  New  Orleans. 

The  lecture  series  will  begin 
Passion  Sunday,  April  1,  with 
two  lectures  each  day  through 
Tuesday  night. 

The  Jones-Cadwallader 
Lectures  are  the  gift  of  Mrs. 
Charles  N.  Cadwallader  in 
memory  of  Mr.  C.  I.  Jones,  her 


first  husband,  and  Mr. 
Cadwallader. 

The  lecture  series  was  started 
in  1949  and  has  brought  many 
outstanding  lecturers  to  the 
Rayne  Memorial  Church. 
Ministers  and  lay  people  from 
throughout  the  state  and  nation 
have  benefited  from  the  various 
speakers  through  the  years. 

Friends  across  the  Conference 
are  invited  to  participate  in  the 
1979  lectures. 

Bishop  Bryan  was  born  in 
Blooming  Grove,  Texas,  and 


received  degrees  from  Baylor 
University,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Central  Methodist 
College  and  Nebraska  Wesleyan 
College. 

Before  being  appointed  Bishop 
of  the  Nebraska  Conference  in 
1976  he  served  as  a  minister  in 
Texas  and  Missouri. 

He  has  traveled  extensively 
throughout  the  world  and  holds 
positions  on  numerous  Methodist 
Councils  and  Boards. 

Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  minister  of 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC. 


Christian  Educators  To  Discuss  ‘Sexuality’ 


Dr.  Charles  E.  Vetter 


Human  Sexuality,  helping  parents  deal 
with  their  children  in  this  area  and  role 
model  stereotypes  will  be  the  topics  at 
the  March  26-27  meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Chapter  of  the  Christian 
Educators  Fellowship. 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Vetter,  associate 
professor  of  Sociology  at  Centenary 
College,  will  be  the  featured  resource 
person  at  this  spring  meeting  to  be  held 
at  Camp  Brewer.  Dr.  Vetter  is  an  ordain¬ 
ed  deacon  and  the  father  of  four.  He 
has  written  numerous  articles  for  “Com¬ 
mon  Life.” 


For  more  information  contact  Rev. 
John  M.  Braden,  Box  5038,  Shreveport, 
La.  71105.  Interested  persons  may 
attend. 

Persons  attending  this  workshop  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  meet  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  conference  Boards  of  Diaconal 
Ministries  (at  7:00  p.m.  Monday,  March 
26)  to  find  out  more  about  diaconal 
ministries. 

The  $10  registration  fee  which  includes 
meals  and  lodging  is  required. 


Bishop  Monk  Bryan 
Nebraska  Conference 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
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Resources  To  Help  You  Celebrate  Lent 


The  following  Lenten  resources  are  available  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Resource 

Library,  100  E.  Kings  Hwy.,  Shreveport : 

A.D.  29  —  (sfs)  The  crucifixion  and  resurrection  of  Christ  as  seen  through  the  eyes  of 
the  disciples.  Jr.  High  -  Adult. 

ALIVE  —  (sfs)  A  story  of  Easter  that  relates  the  meaning  of  the  resurrection  to  the 
mission  of  the  church  today.  Children  -  Adult. 

CELEBRATE  LENT  —  (c)  This  tape  is  filled  with  all  kinds  of  probes  for  creative  wor¬ 
ship  and  celebration  around  the  Lenten  season.  By  Dennis  Benson. 

THE  CRUCIFIXION  AND  THE  RESURRECTION  -  (sfs)  1.  The  doctrine  of  the 
atonement  suggests  that  through  this  event  God  and  man  have  become  reconciled. 
2.  The  resurrection  is  not  just  an  event  in  the  past,  it  is  a  present  experience  —  the 
same  resurrection  power  that  is  continually  present  in  the  lives  of  individuals 
today.  Adults. 

THE  FIRE  AND  THE  WIND  —  (fs)  This  filmstrip  describes  the  events  of  Pentecost 

THE  FIRST  EASTER  —  (sfs)  This  filmstrip  describes  the  events  from  the  Last 
Supper  through  the  Fellowship  of  the  Disciples  with  the  risen  Christ. 

GOD’S  EASTER  PLAN  —  (sfs)  The  filmstrip  reaffirms  the  faith  that  the  cross  was 
necessary  for  the  completion  of  God's  plan  —  redeeming  us  from  sin  and  linking  us 
to  God.  Juniors,  Youth  and  Adults. 


LAST  DAYS  IN  JESUS'  LIFE  (2  sfs)  Jesus  Is  not  Afraid!  —  The  event  of 
Jesus'  ride  on  a  colt  into  Jerusalem,  the  feast  of  the  passover.  and  later  in  a 
garden,  Jesus’  prayer.  Jesus  Lives!  —  After  Jesus'  death,  his  friends  are 
filled  with  sadness.  The  day  after  the  Sabbath,  a  group  of  women  find  that  the 
stone  is  rolled  away  from  the  door  of  the  tomb! 

WHY  WE  CELEBRATE  HOLY  WEEK  —  (fs)  The  events  of  Holy  Week  are  the  back¬ 
ground  foir  this  filmstrip.  The  purpose  is  to  help  viewers  grow  in  their  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  story  of  man’s  salvation  seen  in  the  events  associated  with  the  last 
week  of  Jesus’  life.  Elementary  V-VI  -  Jr.  Highs. 


SHREVEPORT  -  Rev.  James 
Graham,  director  of  Shreveport 
Metropolitan  Ministries,  is  proudly 
announcing  that  David  Lamar,  his 
second  son,  recently  made  his  grand 
entrance  into  the  world.  Rev.  Graham’s 
wife  is  Florence. 

EFFIE  —  Oak  Grove  UMC  members 
and  friends  will  be  celebrating  their 
church’s  120th  birthday  on  May  13.  Plans 
include  Bishop  Shamblin  to  be  the  guest 
speaker  during  the  morning  service 
and  an  old-fashioned  “dinner-on-the- 
grounds"  at  noon.  All  former  pastors, 
members  and  friends  are  urged  to 
attend. 

•  *  * 

NAPOLEONVILLE  -  Mrs.  Martha 
Grey  Dabney  celebrated  her  90th 
birthday  on  Feb.  4  at  Woodlawn  UMC, 
where  she  has  been  a  member  since  the 
early  1900’s  Her  children  and  family 
sponsored  a  birthday  gala  after  the 
service  at  the  church. 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Ross  UMC  has  a 
new  pulpit  chair  and  Bible  bookstand 
thanks  to  Mrs.  Celesta  Marshall  and  her 
family  who  presented  the  gifts  on  Feb. 
4  in  honor  of  their  late  sister  Mrs.  Mary 
Simmons  and  brother-in-law,  Joseph 
Marshall. 

*  •  • 

CLINTON  —  Mt.  Zion  UMC  is  rejoicing 
over  its  recent  Pew  Rally  report.  Annie 
Chapman,  chairperson,  said  the 
financial  gifts  collected  by  pew  leaders 
will  be  added  to  the  building  fund.  Rev. 
R.  M.  Harris  is  pastor. 


JENNINGS  —  Raymond  UMC  is 
boasting  of  a  new  Young  Adult  Class  to 
be  taught  by  its  minister,  Rev.  Douglas 
L.  Davis. 

ROSEDALE  —  It  was  up  with  the 
birds  one  recent  Saturday  morning  for 


Around  The  Conference 


some  35  youths  at  Hartzell.  The 
occasion  for  rising  early  was  a  Saturday 
morning  retreat  packed  with  singing, 
crafts,  Bible  study  and  refreshments. 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Rev.  Robert  W. 
Peterson  was  one  happy  Grandfather  a 
recent  Sunday  this  winter  when  he 
baptized  Christina  Maria  Peterson,  his 
granddaughter,  at  Napoleon  Avenue 
UMC.  The  little  lady’s  parents  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rick  L  Peterson,  stationed  at 
Fort  Polk,  Louisiana,  with  the  Military 
Police. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  “Oneness  in  Jesus 
Christ”  was  the  topic  members  of  Parker 
Memorial  UMC  recently  heard  Rev.  C. 
Dan  Krutz,  Curate  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Episcopal  Church,  speak  about.  He  was 
the  special  speaker  for  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  observance. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Friends  and 
members  of  Camphor  UMC  are  still 
talking  about  the  delightful  time  they  had 
at  the  Christmas  Open  House  hosted  by 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  C.  Calvin.  They 
sent  this  release  to  the  paper  to  thank  the 
minister  and  his  wife  for  their 
hospitality. 

•  •  • 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  The  Rev.  Ellis  C 
Slater,  a  retired  minister  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  died  Saturday,  Feb.  3, 
at  Veteran’s  Hospital  in  New  Orleans.  He 
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resided  in  New  Orleans  and  held  charge 
conference  relationship  at  First  Street, 
Church. 

SHREVEPORT  —  Dr.  E.  L.  Ford  and 
his  wife  told  the  UM  Women  of  North 
Highlands  recently  about  the  dish  of  deer 
nose  and  100-year-old  eggs  they  sampled 
while  visiting  China.  Dr.  Ford,  who 
headed  the  French  Dept  at  Centenary 
College  for  32  years,  highlighted  the 
women's  mission  study  of  China 
recently. 


ALEXANDRIA  -  “The  Chosen  Race. 
Called  to  Serve  God’s  People,”  was  the 
topic  Charles  Goodgame  spoke  about  at 
St.  Mark’s  UMC  recently  in  observance 
of  Religion  and  Race  Day. 

DOYLINE  —  Members  of  Doyline 
UMC  are  observing  the  death  of  two 
faithful  and  longtime  members:  Mrs. 
Minnie  Blount  and  Mr.  Frank  Kirkley. 
Mr.  Kirkley  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board  for  about  25  years. 


It  s  Happy  99  For  Rev.  Charles 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Brother  Henry  B. 
F.  Charles,  a  retired  minister  and  double 
amputee,  celebrated  his  99th  birthday  on 
Feb.  28. 

On  June  18,  1978,  Rev.  Charles 

preached  a  sermon  from  his  wheelchair 
at  Grace  Church,  where  he  attends. 

On  his  birthday  the  minister  reflected 
over  his  years  of  service  in  the  Methodist 
Church.  “I  had  quite  an  experience  as  a 
minister.  It’s  comforting  to  know  that 
you  served  people  in  need  .  " 

He  said  he  thinks  the  church  is  doing 
pretty  well  today.  Since  it  merged,  it  is 
doing  better  than  previously,  he  added. 


Those  who  knew  Rev.  Charles  during 
his  preaching  days  say,  “He  was  a  good 
preacher;  he  would  make  ’em  rise.” 

Both  his  hearing  and  his  eyesight  are 
good  and  a  friend,  Mrs.  Gloria  Collins, 
goes  to  his  home  several  times  each  day 
to  prepare  his  meals  and  to  care  for  his 
needs 

Rev.  Charles’  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Philadelphia  Albert  Charles  died  on  Dec. 
10,  1970.  Her  father,  Dr.  A  E.  Albert,  a 
medical  doctor,  helped  found  the 
Louisiana  Conference  (former  Confer¬ 
ence  B). 


Moving  Into  New  Sanctuary 


ALEXANDRIA  —  Members  and  friends 
of  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  are  rejoicing 
over  the  church’s  new  sanctuary  which  is 
to  be  officially  opened  and  consecrated 
on  March  18. 

On  this  “Great  Day  of  Consecration" 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  the 
Alexandria  District  Superintendent 
Jerome  Cain  will  be  participating  in 
activities  at  the  church 
The  morning  worship  service  will  be  at 
10:30  a.m.  and  the  consecration  service 
will  follow  at  2:30  p.m.  An  open  house 
and  reception,  hosted  by  the  UM  Women. 


will  follow  these  ceremonies. 

The  construction  project  has  added 
about  10,000  square  feet  to  our  church 
and  the  sanctuary  will  seat  450  people. 
The  new  sanctuary  connects  to  the 
present  building  giving  the  church  a  new 
large  vestibule,  restroom  facilities,  choir 
rehearsal-robe  room,  a  sacristy,  and 
offices  for  the  music  director  and  church 
office  secretary. 

Plans  for  the  sanctuary  were  begun  in 
1960  when  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  was 
pastor.  Jack  Winegart  is  the  current 
pastor. 
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‘Bottom  line’  finances  say  our 
top  church  priority  is  pensions 


JMF$  IT 
SATANIC 
CULTS  MAY  TAKE 
OVER  -rat  WORLD 


If  the  proposed  revamping  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  system  for 
funding  ministerial  pensions  (see 
TM/UMR,  Feb.  23)  does  nothing  else,  it 
should  awaken  us  to  the  fact  that 
ministerial  pensions  has  become  our 
number  one  churchwide  funding  priority 
—  even  though  we. have  never  formally 
said  so  as  a  denomination. 

We  can  talk  about  our  “missional 
priorities”  and  other  “top  priorities” 
from  dusk  until  dawn,  but  when  the 
bottom  line  is  considered,  almost  as 
much  money  is  now  being  raised  and  sent 
to  the  General  Board  of  Pensions  each 
year  for  ministerial  pensions  as  is  raised 
and  sent  for  all  other  general  church 
programs  combined. 

There  is  nothing  sinister  in  the  fact  that 
so  much  of  our  “connectional”  money  is 
being  used  for  this  one  purpose  without  it 
being  officially  called  our  “top  priority.” 
From  the  beginning,  the  pension  rate  for 
retired  ministers  has  been  set  and  funded 
by  each  annual  conference  rather  than 
by  the  General  Board  of  Pensions.  The 
size  of  a  retired  minister’s  pension  has 
been  much  smaller  than  that  received  by 
persons  in  most  other  professions.  And 
annual  conferences  have  raised  money  to 
pay  their  ministers’  pensions  when  they 
come  due  rather  than  while  the  ministers 
are  earning  their  pensions.  This  has 
resulted  in  the  development  of  a  large 
“unfunded  liability”  in  each  annual 
conference  pension  program. 

Until  recently,  many  pension  funds 

TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  edition 

TM/UMR  welcomes  St.  John’s  UMC  in 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  (New  Mexico 
Annual  Conference)  to  the  growing 
number  of  congregations  which  publish 
local  church  editions. 

Each  week  approximately  700 
subscriber-families  at  St.  John’s  will 
receive  a  special  edition  of  TM/UMR 
with  news  of  their  own  local  church 
printed  on  the  front  page,  annual 
conference  news  printed  on  the  back 
page  and  general  church  news  and 
opinion  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
edition  of  TM/UMR  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  denomination  in  providing 
feedback  via  “Letters  to  the  Editor." 

To  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again.  “Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  Reporter)." 


were  operated  on  this  basis.  The  well- 
publicized  demise  of  several  such 
pension  funds  created  an  outcry  for 
pension  funds  to  be  set  up  on  a  “pay 
today  for  tomorrow’’  basis.  Federal 
regulations  now  require  that  all 
corporate  pension  funds  follow  this 
pattern,  and  these  regulations  are  likely 
to' include  church  pension- funds  in  the' 
future. 

Consequently,  all  annual  conferences 
within  the  UMC  are  presently  attempting 
to  move  from  the  principle  of  “pay  today 
for  yesterday”  to  the  principle  of  “pay 
today  for  tomorrow.”  The  financial 
crunch  comes  in  making  the  transition. 
Until  sufficient  funds  are  raised  and  set 
aside  to  cover  all  “unfunded  liabilities,” 
the  church  must  simultaneously  pay  its 
obligations  for  past  service,  and  set  aside 
funds  to  cover  current  service.  This 
necessarily  means  the  church  must 
expend  a  much  larger  sum  of  money 
each  year  for  ministerial  pensions  — 
until  the  "unfunded  liability”  is  funded  — 
than  has  previously  been  the  case. 

The  proposal  by  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  to  create  a  churchwide 
ministerial  pension  system  deserves 
thoughtful  study  by  every  United 
Methodist.  (Copies  of  the  proposal  may 
be  secured  from  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston, 
Illinois  60201.) 

Given  the  “new  rules  of  the  game,” 
this  proposal’s  greatest  strength  is  that  it 
would  not  allow  for  the  addition  of  any 
new  “unfunded  liability,”  while 
providing  systematically  for  the  long¬ 
term  elimination  of  the  present 
“unfunded  liability”  which  totals  more 
than  $500  million  churchwide,  and 
continues  to  grow.  The  proposal  also 
includes  a  number  of  provisions  which 
are  bound  to  prove  controversial,  and  the 
implications  of  which  should  be 
thoroughly  sorted  out  by  persons  across 
the  church. 

Whether  or  not  this  proposal  is  adopted 
by  the  1980  General  Conference,  it  should 
serve  to  identify  how  and  why  ministerial 
pensions  have  come  to  be  the  UMC’s  de- 
facto  “top  priority”  funding  emphasis. 

As  this  pensions  proposal  and  its 
implications  are  discussed,  an  urgently 
important  related  issue  is  this:  while 
making  good  on  our  obligation  as  a 
church  to  guarantee  a  decent  retirement 
income  for  our  ministers,  how  can  we 
also  insure  that  our  church’s  many 
outreach  ministries  are  not  deempha- 
sized?  It  would  be  tragic  if  our  em¬ 
phasis  on  solving  a  problem  created 
by  past  neglect  served  to  create  an 
equally  serious  problem  for  the  church’s 
future. 
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Here  I  Stand 


Helping  han  dicapped  is  job 
of  all  caring  Christians 


By  W.  DAVID  COOPER 

Approximately  40  million  of  the  220 
million  persons  in  our  nation  are 
either  physically  or  mentally 
impaired  in  some  way  and  more  than 
six  million  are  severely  disabled 
physically.'  They  include  those  with 
impaired  hearing  or  vision,  strokes, 
amputations,  epilepsy,  cerebral 
palsy,  spinal  injuries,  multiple 
sclerosis  and  numerous  other 
disabilities.  Legislation  passed  in  1973 
and  increased  funding  in  1978  provide 
direction  and  resources  for  making  it 
possible  for  handicapped  persons  to 
become  involved  in  the  educational, 
cultural,  recreational  and  almost  all 
other  areas  of  our  society. 

As  Christians  we  are  in  the  caring 
business.  We  must  learn  to  see  and 
hear  the  handicapped  as  Jesus  did 
and  build  bridges  of  understanding 
and  care  to  all  disabled  and/or 
inconvenienced  persons.  We  have  a 
higher  motive  than  that  required  by 
any  legislation,  and  see  each  one  as  a 
unique  and  extraordinary  person 
whom  Jesus  loves.  The  potential  of 
each  individual,  and  what  he  or  she 
has  to  offer,  is  not  hidden  from  us.  Our 
goal  is  to  make  it  possible  for  each 


disabled  person  to  be  involved  with  us 
in  Bible  study,  worship,  training  and 
mission  action.  In  the  first  phase  of 
our  care  for  some  of  the  disabled,  we 
may  need  to  follow  the  example  of 
four  men  who  brought  a  palsied  man 
to  Jesus  (Luke  5:17-26).  In  spite  of  the 
crowd  and  a  roof  overhead,  a  way  was 
found  to  get  through  the  barrier. 

We  want  to  be  with  the 
handicapped,  demonstrate  our  care 
and  let  them  know  the  enriching  new 
experiences  which  can  be  theirs  with 
us. 

We  may  show  our  care  by  removing 
the  walls  and  barriers  which  separate 
them  from  us,  our  homes  and  church 
buildings. 

1.  Invite  a  disabled  person  to  visit 
your  church  or  group  and  express 
himself  or  herself  about  his  or  her  own 
disability  and  relationships. 

2.  We  can  fully  accept  them  as 
brothers  and  sisters  without  requiring 
that  they  be  like  us. 

3.  We  can  include  them  in  all 
activities  of  the  church  on  all  levels. 

4.  We  can  arrange  for  transpor¬ 
tation  when  they  do  not  have  their 
own. 

5.  We  can  provide  either  ground 


level  entrances,  ramps,  elevators, 
chair  lifts,  rails  or  other  facilities 
needed  to  make  all  areas  of  the 
church  accessible. 

6.  We  can  remodel  our  toilet 
facilities  making  all  doors  wide 
enough  for  wheelchairs  and  installing 
rails. 

7.  We  can  enlist  and  train  deaf 
interpreters  to  facilitate  the  work 
with  the  deaf. 

8.  We  can  order  large  print,  Braille 
and  recorded  Bibles,  hymnals  and 
other  materials  needed  for  the 
visually  impaired. 

By  beginning  to  think  of  ways  we 
may  assist  the  disabled,  new  hearts 
and  homes  will  be  open  to  us  and  new 
ideas  will  cause  an  awareness  which 
will  lead  to  even  greater  areas  of 
interaction  with  handicapped 
persons.  We  will  soon  think  of  their 
many  abilities  and  potentials,  instead 
of  their  handicaps. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  W.  David 
Cooper,  is  chaplain  at  the  Maryland 
Rehabilitation  Center  in  Baltimore. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Clergy-centeredness  claim  is  ludicrous 


To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  comment  on  the  article 
featuring  the  statements  of  the  Rev. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones  (TM/UMR,  February 
9). 

Mr.  Jones’  whole  address  to  the  United 
Methodist  urban  workers  from  the 
Southeast  seemed  geared  to 
downgrading  the  clergy.  It  is  hard  to 
believe  he  could  say  such  things.  During 
the  past  50  years  I  have  been  acquainted 
with  approximately  a  dozen  ministers  of 
the  Presbyterian  and  United  Methodist 
faiths.  Most  of  them  I  have  known  very 
well.  A  more  dedicated  and  hardworking 
group  of  people  you  will  find  nowhere. 

To  say  we  are  spending  too  much 
money  on  clergy  needs  is  ludicrous.  If 
anything,  we  need  to  spend  more.  To  say 
they  are  responsible  for  the  fall  in 
membership  is  also  ridiculous.  It  would 
be  more  realistic  to  take  a  better  look  at 
some  of  the  ways  we  spend  our  money.  In 
point,  the  causes  we  espouse  and  the 
caliber  of  our  teaching  materials.  Some 
of  them  are  totally  irrelevant  and 


My 


Witness 

Heart  attack  teaches  lesson  about  love 


By  LOUISE  SUTTON 

“Oh,  please,  dear  God!”  I  awoke  at 
5:30  Sunday  morning  hearing  my 
husband  pleading. 

“Are  you  ill?”  I  questioned. 

“I  think  you’d  better  call  the  doctor.  I 
think  I’m  having  a  heart  attack  ” 

HEART  ATTACK!  What  a  fearsome 
word!  .  .  .  find  a  doctor  .  .  .  answer! 
answer! 

“Answering  for  doctor  .  .  .”  came  the 
calm  voice  of  the  answering  service. 

“My  husband  is  having  a  HEART 
ATTACK,"  I  cried. 

“I’m  sorry  but  Doctor  T.  is  out  of  town 
and  Doctor  W.  is  taking  his  calls,”  she 
informed  me. 

“OH,  please  have  him  call  me!"  I 
urged  her  excitedly  and  hung  up 

The  phone  rang.  “Get  an  ambulance 
and  take  him  to  the  hospital  at  once!” 
commanded  the  doctor. 

The  ambulance  was  just  like  on  T  V.  — 
paramedics,  oxygen,  talking  back  and 
forth  to  the  hospital. 
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from  afar)  complained. 

“Oh!”  I  cried,  “that’s  my  LOVE 
LINE.  Every  time  it  rings  it  says 
‘someone  cares.’  I’m  not  alone.  I  need 
that  love  to  sustain  me.  God  has  used 
people  to  show  HIS  love.” 

Cards  began  to  arrive  from 
everywhere.  Long  distance  calls  from 
family  and  friends  were  filled  with  love 
and  concern.  Love  encased  us. 

After  six  days  in  the  coronary  unit  my 
husband  was  well  enough  to  move  to  a 
private  room.  That  was  an  ecstatic  day 
for  me.  God  was  SO  close  and  His  love 
was  almost  overwhelming.  I  sang,  cried, 
laughed  and  prayed  and  praised  all  day. 

Finally,  Roger  was  able  to  come  home. 
The  love  of  friends  and  family  given  so 
profusely,  our  increased  love  for  each 
other  and  for  God,  and  God’s  perfect 
LOVE  have  shown  us  so  clearly  the 
meaning  of  Paul’s  words  in  I  Corinthians 
13:13.  Yes,  we  needed  faith.  Yes,  we 
needed  hope.  But  the  greatest  need  was 
precious  LOVE  —  something  we  each 
can  GIVE. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Louise  Sutton, 
lives  in  Wallingford,  Pennsylvania 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Ironies  of  war  and  peace 
sometimes  are  depressing 


As  the  hospital  staff  skillfully  began 
the  lifesaving  endeavors,  I  prayed  —  not 
an  “only  on  emergency”  prayer.  God 
was  a  close  friend  of  long  standing. 

“Please,  dear  God,  don’t  let  him  die,”  I 
begged. 

“Don’t  worry,  he’ll  be  alright,”  I  heard 
a  small  voice  assuring  me,  “one  day  . 
one  day  .  .  .  one  day  .  .  .  don’t  fret  about 
what  lies  ahead.” 

At  that  moment  I  simply  and 
prayerfully  put  God  in  command.  I 
called  a  Bible  Study  friend  to  start  our 
prayer  chain. 

‘  ‘ How  will  I  get  home?  ’ ’  I  asked  God 

About  3  p.m.,  as  I  was  sitting  in  the 
waiting  room,  I  looked  up  and  saw  a 
young  man  and  girl  from  our  prayer 
group  coming  toward  me.  God  had  sent 
two  beautiful  “angels”  to  take  me  home. 
Love!  God  had  sent  LOVE.  As  soon  as  I 
arrived  home  another  of  God’s  chosen 
ones  came  in  love  “so  you  wouldn’t  be 
alone.”  When  she  left,  two  more  took  her 
place.  LOVE! 

“Stay  over  night  with  me,”  I  was  urged 
by  friends.  “You  don’t  need  to  stay 
alone.” 

My  phone  began  to  ring  constantly. 

“I  don’t  see  why  people  bother  you  so 
much,”  my  daughter  (who  had  come 


Pat  Sites 

Sometimes  life’s  ironies  strike  us  right 
between  the  eyes.  Last  week  was  such  a 
time  for  me  and  I  need  to  sort  it  out. 

As  I  sat  in  on  a  seminar  at  New  York’s 
Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations  on 
the  International  Year  of  the  Child 
(IYC),  I  could  look  beyond  the  speakers 
through  a  wall  of  windows  to  the  United 
Nations  building  across  the  street. 

Speaking  to  us,  among  others  on  that 
Thursday  afternoon,  was  Jean  Young, 
who  chairs  the  U.S.  Commission  in  IYC. 
Speaking  across  the  street,  I  knew,  was 
her  husband,  UN  Ambassador  Andrew 
Young,  at  an  emergency  meeting  of  the 
Security  Council  on  the  Chinese- 
Vietnamese  conflict. 

“If  we  worry  about  children  today,  we 
won’t  have  to  worry  about  adults 
tomorrow,”  Ms.  Young  was  telling  us. 
“We  call  on  all  parties  to  put  down  their 
arms,"  Ambassador  Young  was  telling 
them. 

In  a  strange  way  —  or  maybe  only  now 
in  retrospect  —  I  seemed  to  hear’  them 
both  and  something  else  as  well: 
snatches  of  that  old  song,  “On  the  Street 
of  Broken  Dreams.”  Somewhere  be¬ 
tween  us  and  those  people  over  there,  I 
thought,  all  our  hopes  and  dreams  for 
children  can  be  dashed. 

Feed  a  child  —  to  see  it  die  on  some 


unsought  battlefield?  Love  a  child  so  it 
can  grow  up  to  hate?  Educate  a  child  to 
maturity  so  it  can  sit  in  endless  meetings 
across  the  street  and  mouth  platitudes 
while  other  men  and  women  slaughter 
one  another? 

Such  depression  is  pointless.  I  lifted 
my  spirits  with  the  knowledge  that 
Christians  always  keep  working  and 
dreaming  “as  if”  the  best  will  happen. 
United  Methodists  and  other  people  of 
integrity  know  that  only  a  world  at  peace 
will  make  the  other  “goods”  possible  for 
children  and  for  everybody.  Our 
denomination  is  working  for  peace  —  in 
families,  in  neighborhoods,  in 
communities,  in  the  world.  We  don’t 
forget  for  a  moment  that  conflict  and 
hostility  are  the  true  arch-enemies  of 
children  —  more  than  hunger,  disease, 
more  even  than  brutality  —  because  in  a 
national  war,  these  evils  are  not  even 
questioned;  they  are  “normal." 

Oh,  no?  Then  why  has  the  depression 
returned?  It  comes  back  every  time  I 
picture  us  sitting  there,  a  small  band  of 
women  planning  for  the  world’s  children, 
and  their  sitting  across  the  street  there, 
the  world’s  leaders,  squaring  off  and 
capable  of  annihilating  the  bravest  of 
plans.  It  just  seemed  ironic  to  me. 

-PAT  SITES 


actually  contrary  to  the  things  for  which 
Jesus  stood. 

Can  it  be  that  Dr.  Jones  is  judging 
others  on  the  basis  of  his  own  inade¬ 
quacies?  Or,  the  only  other  reason  I  can 
think  of  for  his  surprising  statements, 
was  he  speaking  tongue-in-cheek? 

Irene  Woolverton 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 
Charges  make  sense 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  your  article  on  clergy- 
centeredness  (TM/UMR,  February  9) 
and  was  very  happy  to  see  someone  has 
finally  come  to  the  same  reason  I  have 
said  for  a  longtime. 

Our  churches  are  all  hurting.  I  am  a 
Methodist  for  27  years.  And  in  the  last 
two  years  our  little  churches  have 
dropped  in  membership  and  attendance. 

It  seems  our  conference  is  more 
concerned  about  money,  ministers 
salary  and  whatever  benefits  the 
conference. 

How  about  the  people  of  the  church, 
who  raise  their  salaries,  who  pay  their 
fuel  bills  that  are  too  high. 

Rev.  Jones  has  made  a  lot  of  sense. 
Now  if  only  someone  would  listen  to  him. 

We  are  driving  people  away  from  the 
church. 

Ministers  should  consult  more  with 
their  people  of  the  church. 

People  just  want  to  worship  the  Lord 
in  the  way  they  were  brought  up. 

Louise  Saxe 

Clarks  Summit,  Pennsylvania 

Christians  helped  Jews 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  “Churches 
reminded  of  Holocaust”  (TM/UMR, 
February  16),  Dr.  Robert  Ross,  assistant 
professor,  religious  studies  and  student 
affairs,  must  be  reading  his  American 
Protestant  periodicals  upside  down  and 
with  his  eyes  shut  for  the  past  12  years! 

He  is  another  example  of  the  “hot 
shot”  pro’s  and  ‘‘armchair 
quarterbacks"  who  forget  that  many 
American  Christian  soldiers  gave  their 
lives  from  1941-1946  to  free  the  Jews. 

April  22,  1979,  should  be 

“Remembrance  Day”  to  remind  those 
who  forgot!  The  GI  of  World  War  II  was 
organized  and  I’m  sure  most  of  them  who 
died  or  returned  to  civilian  life, 
represented  Christian  effort  to  intervene 
on  behalf  of  not  only  the  Jew  but  anyone 
who  wanted  to  be  free  to  worship  in  his 
own  way. 

“What  did  he  do  during  the  war, 
Father?” 

Colin  C.  Corke 
Albion,  New  York 

Nothing  learned 

To  the  Editor: 

I  applaud  your  February  16  articles  on 
the  Holocaust  but  what  about  the  more 
than  six  million  babies  that  have  been 
slaughtered  since  1973  in  this  country? 
Have  we  learned  NOTHING  from 
history? 

There  are  many  voices,  magazine  and 
newspaper  articles,  TV  and  radio 
information  about  the  reality  of  abortion 
(murder)  today  and  yet  the  majority  of 
Christians  are  ignoring  them.  If  Jesus 
returned  to  earth  today  He  would  not 
bother  going  into  the  temples  and  turning 
the  money  changers’  tables  over;  He 
would  go  into  the  hundreds  of  abortion 
clinics  and  turn  off  the  vacuum 
aspirators.  Olga  pa,rfax 

Wheaton.  Maryland 
Bethel  series  good 
To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  article  on  the 
Bethel  Bible  Series  (TM/UMR, 
February  16),  First  UMC  of  Omaha  is 
winding  up  the  first  series  of  lay  classes. 

It  has  taught  some  400  of  our  lay  people 
much  more  about  scripture  than  they 
would  have  known  otherwise.  More  than 
this,  there  is  a  new  set  of  mutual 
experiences  to  build  upon  when  we 
worship  together  on  Sundays. 

We  are  adding  courses  in  Church 
History,  Christian  Theology  and  several 
in  the  practical  areas  of  Caring 
Ministries  —  all  on  the  seven  week 
“semester”  plan  of  Bethel  these 


developed  by  our  people. 

It  has  taught  us  many  valuable  lessons 
in  administration,  as  well.  I  heartily 
recommend  it! 

Roger  Bourland 
Omaha,  Nebraska 

Lutherans  okay 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  appreciative  •  of  your 
coverage  of  the  Trinity  Bible  Studies  in 
your  issue  of  February  16.  However, 
there  are  a  couple  of  mistaken  ideas 
which  ought  to  be  corrected. 

First,  it  would  appear  I  have  rejected 
the  Bethel  Series  as  being  “too 
Lutheran”  or  having  too  much  emphasis 
on  justification  and  the  covenant  theory. 
The  fact  is,  Bethel  is  an  excellent  Bible 
Study  series  for  United  Methodists.  It  is 
Bible-centered,  but  in  the  New 
Testament  its  format  is  designed  around 
the  great  themes  of  justification, 
sanctification,  etc.,  whereas  Trinity 
Bible  Studies  goes  book-by-book  through 
the  entire  Bible.  I  would  not  want  anyone 
to  think  we  do  not  believe  in  those  same 
grand  doctrines  which  father  Wesley 
would  say  are  the  marks  of  real 
Christians. 

In  addition,  I  am  not  quite  so  defensive 
about  our  looking  outside  the  UMC  to 
learn  about  Bible  study  methods.  I  meant 
to  give  the  impression  that  we  should 
offer  first-rate  Bible  study  methods, 
without  apology,  in  and  through  our 
church. 

Thanks  very  much  for  your  coverage 
of  these  Bible  Study  methods  and  for  all 
you  are  doing  through  TM/UMR  to  help 
keep  our  church  honest,  faithful  and 
alive. 

Frank  Warden 
Dallas,  Texas 

Deaf  need  materials 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  is  it  that  everytime  local  churches 
raise  a  concern  about  ministering  to  or 
with  a  special  group  of  people,  there  is 
resistance  by  national  church  agencies  to 
provide  some  help  (“Church’s  deaf  want 
curriculum,”  TM/UMR,  February  9)? 

There  is  a  growing  concern  by  the 
church  for  handicapped  people.  The  deaf 
have  very  special  needs.  English  is  a 
second  language  for  them  and  yet 
American  deaf  people  must  live  in  an 
English-speaking  world. 

I  don’t  think  that  the  United  Methodist 


Congress  with  the  Deaf  is  asking  too 
much  for  a  little  help  in  producing 
curriculum  for  the  thousands  of  deaf 
children  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  If  the  publishers  were  to  sponsor 
a  gathering  of  those  now  working  with 
the  deaf  and  the  deaf  themselves,  they 
would  find  that  much  of  the  ideas  and 
expertise  is  already  there. 

The  need  for  such  literature  is  acute. 
Our  local  church,  which  has  a  ministry 
with  the  deaf,  has  been  asked  to  provide 
release  time  Christian  Education  to 
Protestant  aphasic  students  at  the 
Boston  School  for  the  Deaf.  Curriculum 
for  the  deaf  can  be  used  with  aphasic 
children.  At  present  the  material  that  we 
use  is  being  provided  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  For  that  we  are 
thankful.  But  it  would  be  better  to  have 
our  own. 

I  doubt  that  every  venture  of  our 
Methodist  Publishing  House  produces  a 
profit.  If  it  did,  it  would  be  heralded 
throughout  the  world  as  a  very  unique 
publishing  house. 

Harry  W.  Hallman 
Brockton,  Massachusetts 

Not  so  simple 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  afraid  that  the  issue  of  sending 
food  to  a  country  like  Vietnam  is  not 
quite  so  simple  as  your  editorial  would 
make  it  seem  (TM/UMR,  February  16). 

James  W.  French 
Leland,  Illinois 

Don’t  trust  Vietnam 

To  the  Editor: 

I  disagree  completely  with  the 
editorial  in  the  February  16  issue  that 
“President  should  be  urged  to  send  food 
aid  to  hungry  Vietnam.” 

Recent  events  have  again  emphasized 
that  North  Vietnam  is  more  interested  in 
conquering  than  in  feeding  their  people. 
If  we  send  them  food,  that  will  only 
permit  them  to  conquer  more  people. 
They  lied  and  broke  the  peace  pact  with 
this  nation.  All  the  nations  that  we  helped 
reconstruct  and  feed  were  honorable 
nations;  this  I  can’t  say  for  Vietnam. 
Everyday  we  see  the  results  of  their 
persecutions.  Help  the  refugees  but  not 
the  Viet  Cong. 

V.  L.  Wimberly 
Houston,  Texas 

P.S.  —  I  don’t  know  anyone  that  trusts 
Vietnam. 


You  can  be  a  partner  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of 
Sierre  Leone  in  its  many  ministries 
to  children  •  A  milk  fund  provides 
a  continuing  nutrition  program 
for  orphans  and  undernourished 
children  •  Immunization  against 
measles  brings  protection  against  this  dreaded  childhood  disease 
•A  day  nursery  school  provides  care  for  children  of  working 
mothers  in  Freetown  Send  your  gift  today  to  buy  milk 
and  measles  vaccine  or  to  help  the  nursery  school 
expand -to  share  God's  love  through  this 
World  Division  program  in  Africa 
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An  Insert  To  The  Louisiana  Conference 


Louisiana  Conference  Churches 
’78  Askings  Paid,  Mem  berships  Tallied 


The  charts  on  these  four  pages  show  the  exact  amounts  each  church  paid  for  the  17 
“decimal  askings,"  or  projects  and  programs  which  were  approved  by  the  Annual 
Conference  in  1978.  Also  shown  are  the  precentages  of  the  total  askings  each  church  paid; 
each  church’s  membership  and  the  churches'  ministers. 
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Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

o 

First,  Alex.  William  P.  Fraser 

Horseshoe  Dr.  Jack  S.  Winegeart 

MacArthur  Drive  Roland  K.  Friedrich 

Newman  Roger  D.  Latham 

St.  Mark's  Roger  D.  Latham 

3780 

977 

121 

471 

89 

3780 

977 

121 

471 

B9 

831 

215 

27 

104 

19 

831 

215 

27 

104 

19 

12094 

3125 

389 

1506 

284 

12094 

3125 

389 

1506 

284 

378 

98 

12 

47 

9 

378 

98 

12 

47 

9 

129 

33 

4 

16 

3 

129 

33 

4 

16 

3 

1247 

322 

40 

155 

29 

1247 

322 

40 

155 

29 

862 

223 

28 

107 

20 

862 

223 

28 

107 

20 

6848 

1770 

220 

853 

161 

6848 

1770 

220 

853 

161 

317 

82 

10 

40 

7 

317 

82 

10 

40 

7 

166 

43 

5 

21 

4 

166 

43 

5 

21 

4 

3024 

781 

97 

376 

71 

3024 

781 

97 

376 

71 

212 

55 

26 

212 

55 

26 

5 

230 

59 

7 

29 

5 

230 

59 

7 

29 

5 

378 

98 

12 

47 

9 

378 

98 

12 

47 

9 

2525 

652 

81 

314 

59 

2525 

652 

81 

314 

59 

3024 

781 

97 

376 

71 

3024 

781 

97 

376 

71 

4157 

1074 

134 

518 

97 

4157 

1074 

134 

518 

97 

40202 

10388 

1291 

5006 

942 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

1683 

495 

46 

312 

43 

+26 

+17 

-3 

+6 

same 

Trinity,  Alex.  Robert  R.  Miller 

Pleasant  Grove  Robert  R.  Miller 

Wilton  George  M.  Alfred 

Wesley  George. M.  Alfred 

Union  Georqe  M.  Alfred 

791 

84 

184 

145 

184 

791 

84 

184 

145 

184 

174 

18 

41 

32 

18 

174 

18 

41 

32 

18 

2531 

268 

590 

466 

267 

2531 

268 

590 

466 

267 

79 

8 

18 

15 

8 

79 

8 

18 

15 

8 

27 

3 

6 

5 

3 

27 

3 

6 

5 

3 

261 

28 

61 

48 

27 

261 

28 

61 

48 

27 

180 

19 

42 

33 

19 

180 

19 

42 

33 

19 

1433 

152 

334 

264 

151 

1433 
152 
-  334 
264 
151 

66 

7 

15 

12 

7 

66 

7 

15 

12 

7 

35 

4 

8 

6 

4 

35 

4 

8 

6 

4 

633 

67 

147 

116 

67 

633 

67 

147 

116 

67 

44 

10 

8 

5 

44 

5 

10 

8 

5 

48 

5 

11 

9 

5 

48 

5 

11 

9 

5 

79 

8 

18 

15 

8 

79 

8 

18 

15 

8 

528 

56 

123 

97 

56 

528 

56 

123 

97 

56 

633 

67 

147 

116 

67 

633 

67 

147 

116 

67 

870 

92 

203 

160 

92 

870 

92 

203 

160 

92 

8412 

891 

1958 

1547 

887 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

477 

56 

95 

85 

70 

-8 

same 

+6 

+1 

-2 

Macedonia  George  M.  Alfred 

Ball  George  W.  Horn 

Clear  Creek  George  W.  Horn 

Springhill  George  W.  Horn 

Boyce  J.T.  Cupples 

145 

83 

40 

19 

209 

145 

83 

40 

19 

209 

9 

30 

9 

4 

46 

30 

9 

4 

46 

128 

441 

127 

61 

670 

220 

127 

61 

670 

4 

14 

4 

2 

21 

14 

4 

2 

21 

1 

5 

1 

1 

7 

1 

7 

13 

45 

13 

6 

69 

9 

31 

9 

4 

48 

9 

4 

73 

249 

72 

35 

379 

249 

72 

35 

100 

3 

12 

3 

2 

18 

10 

3 

2 

18 

2 

6 

2 

1 

9 

5 

2 

1 

9 

32 

110 

32 

15 

167 

90 

32 

15 

67 

2 

8 

2 

1 

12 

2 

8 

2 

1 

13 

8 

1 

4 

14 

4 

2 

21 

14 

4 

2 

27 

92 

27 

13 

140 

92 

7 

13 

50 

32 

110 

32 

15 

167 

15 

67 

44 

151 

44 

21 

230 

51 

21 

230 

425 

1464 

423 

203 

2226 

0 

63 

74 

97 

68 

22 

79 

21 

7 

109 

-9 

+4 

-2 

-1 

-4 

Lahey  Chapel  J.  T.  Cupples 

Sieper  J.  T.  Cupples 

Bunkie  Clyde  W.  Averett 

Evergreen  Clyde  W.  Averett 

White's  Chapel  Clyde  W.  Averett 

67 

27 

531 

73 

38 

67 

27 

531 

73 

38 

15 
6 

117 

16 
8 

15 
6 

117 

16 
8 

213 

88 

1700 

235 

123 

213 

88 

1700 

235 

123 

7 

3 
53 

7 

4 

7 

3 
53 

7 

4 

2 

1 

18 

2 

1 

2 

1 

18 

2 

1 

21 

9 

175 

24 

13 

11 

9 

175 

24 

13 

15 

6 

121 

17 

9 

15 

6 

121 

17 

9 

121 

50 

962 

133 

69 

121 

50 

962 

133 

69 

6 

2 

45 

6 

3 

6 

2 

45 

6 

3 

3 

1 

23 

3 

2 

3 

1 

23 

3 

2 

53 

22 

425 

59 

31 

53 

22 

425 

59 

31 

4 

2 

30 

4 

2 

2 

2 

30 

4 

2 

4 

2 

32 

4 

2 

4 

2 

32 

4 

2 

7 

3 
53 

7 

4 

7 

3 

53 

7 

4 

44 

18 

355 

49 

26 

44 

18 

355 

49 

26 

53 

22 

425 

59 

31 

35 

22 

425 

59 

31 

73 

30 

584 

81 

42 

45 

30 

584 

81 

42 

709 

292 

5649 

779 

408 

92 

100 

100 

100 

100 

23 

13 

228 

41 

23 

-15 

same 

same 

-1 

-2 

Wesley  Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr. 

Marshall  Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr. 

Simpson  Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr. 

Colfax  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 

Hollins  Chapel  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 

200 

30 

49 

365 

68 

200 

30 

49 

365 

68 

44 

7 

11 

80 

15 

44 

7 

11 

80 

15 

639 

95 

156 

1168 

218 

639 

95 

156 

1168 

218 

20 

3 

5 

36 

7 

20 

3 

5 

36 

7 

7 

1 

2 

12 

2 

7 

1 

2 

12 

2 

66 

10 

16 

120 

22 

66 

10 

16 

91 

22 

46 

7 

11 

83 

16 

46 

7 

11 

83 

16 

362 

54 

8? 

661 

123 

362 

54 

88 

661 

123 

17 

2 

4 

31 

6 

17 

2 

4 

31 

6 

9 

1 

2 

16 

3 

9 

1 

2 

16 

3 

160 

24 

39 

292 

54 

160 

24 

39 

292 

54 

11 

2 

3 
20 

4 

11 

2 

3 

20 

4 

12 

2 

3 

22 

4 

12 

2 

3 

22 

4 

20 

3 

5 

36 

7 

20 

3 

5 

36 

7 

133 

20 

33 

244 

45 

133 

20 

33 

244 

45 

160 

24 

39 

292 

54 

160 

24 

39 

292 

220 

33 

54 

401 

75 

220 

33 

54 

401 

75 

2126 

318 

520 

3879 

723 

100 

100 

100 

99 

93 

167 

29 

48 

211 

38 

same 

+1 

+2 

-2 

-3 

Glenmora  J.  David  Strozier 

Fellowship  J.  David  Strozier 

Forest  Hill  J.  David  Strozier 

Melder  J.  David  Strozier 

Jena  James  L.  Adams 

314 

160 

63 

22 

738 

314 

160 

63 

22 

738 

69 

35 

14 

5 

162 

69 

35 

14 

5 

162 

1005 

513 

203 

70 

2361 

1005 

513 

203 

70 

2361 

31 

16 

6 

2 

74 

31 

16 

6 

2 

74 

11 

5 

2 

1 

25 

11 

5 

2 

1 

25 

104 

53 

21 

7 

243 

104 

53 

21 

7 

243 

72 

37 

14 

5 

168 

72 

37 

14 

5 

168 

569 

290 

115 

39 

1337 

569 

290 

115 

39 

1237 

26 

13 

5 

2 

62 

26 

13 

5 

2 

62 

14 

7 

3 

1 

32 

14 

7 

3 

1 

32 

251 

128 

51 

17 

590 

251 

128 

51 

17 

590 

18 

9 

4 

1 

41 

18 

9 

4 

1 

41 

19 

10 

4 

1 

45 

19 

10 

4 

1 

45 

31 

16 

6 

2 

74 

31 

16 

6 

2 

210 

107 

42 

15 

493 

210 

107 

42 

15 

493 

251 

128 

51 

17 

590 

251 

128 

51 

17 

590 

346 

176 

70 

24 

812 

346 

176 

70 

24 

812 

3341 

1703 

674 

231 

7847 

100 

100 

100 

100 

97 

151 

87 

34 

20 

368 

-17 

-18 

-1 

+1 

+1 

Belah  James  L.  Adams 

Jonesville  Raymond  W.  Crofoot 

Lecompte  John  Sayes 

Bayou  Chicot  John  Sayes 

Cheneyville  John  Sayes 

47 
467 
340 

53 

48 

;47 

467 

340 

53 

48 

10 

103 

75 

12 

10 

10 

103 

75 

12 

10 

151 
1494 
1088 

171 

152 

151 
1494 
1088 

171 

152 

5 

47 

34 

5 

5 

5 

47 

34 

5 

5 

2 

16 

12 

2 

2 

2 

12 

2 

2 

16 

154 

112 

18 

16 

16 

112 

18 

16 

11 

106 

78 

12 

11 

11 

78 

12 

11 

86 

846 

616 

97 

86 

86 

600 

616 

97 

86 

4 

39 

29 

4 

4 

4 

25 

29 

4 

4 

2 

21 

15 

2 

2 

2 

15 

15 

2 

2 

38 

373 

272 

43 

38 

38 

150 

272 

43 

38 

3 

26 

19 

3 

3 

3 

19 

3 

3 

3 

28 

21 

3 

3 

3 

21 

3 

3 

5 

47 

34 

5 

5 

5 

34 

5 

5 

32 

312 

227 

36 

32 

32 

227 

36 

32 

38 

373 

272 

43 

38 

38 

272 

43 

38 

52 

513 

374 

59 

52 

52 

250 

374 

59 

52 

505 

4965 

3618 

568 

507 

100 

64 

100 

100 

100 

28 

240 

156 

23 

29 

+1 

-13 

-4 

+1 

-1 

Marksville  Michael  D.  McLaurin 

Oak  Grove  Michael  0.  McLaurin 

Simmespc.l  Michael  D.  McLaurin 

Marthaville  Floyd  McCarty 

Beulah  Floyd  McCarty 

179 

210 

71 

79 

95 

179 

210 

71 

79 

95 

39 

46 

16 

17 

21 

39 

46 

16 

17 

21 

573 

672 

226 

252 

304 

573 

672 

226 

252 

304 

18 

21 

7 

8 
10 

18 

21 

7 

8 
10 

6 

7 

2 

3 

3 

6 

7 

2 

3 

3 

59 

69 

23 

26 

31 

59 

69 

23 

26 

31 

41 

48 

16 

18 

22 

41 

48 

16 

18 

22 

324 

381 

128 

143 

172 

324 

381 

128 

143 

172 

15 

18 

6 

7 

8 

15 

18 

6 

7 

8 

8 

9 

3 

3 

4 

8 

9 

3 

3 

4 

143 

168 

57 

63 

76 

143 

168 

57 

64 

76 

10 

12 

4 

4 

5 

10 

12 

4 

4 

5 

11 

13 

4 

5 

6 

11 

13 

4 

5 

6 

18 

21 

7 

8 
10 

18 

21 

7 

9 

10 

120 

140 

47 

53 

63 

120 

140 

47 

53 

63 

143 

168 

57 

63 

76 

143 

168 

57 

63 

76 

197 

231 

78 

87 

105 

197 

231 

78 

87 

105 

1904 

2234 

752 

839 

1011 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

99 

139 

50 
26 

51 

+2 

-4 

-3 

-6 

-1 

Robeline  Floyd  McCarty 

Montgomery  Mark  Martin 

Mt.  Zion  Mark  Martin 

Atlanta  Mark  Martin 

St.  Maurice  Mark  Martin 

36 

178 

113 

112 

24 

36 

178 

113 

112 

24 

8 

39 

25 

25 

5 

8 

39 

25 

25 

5 

115 

570 

362 

358 

78 

115 

570 

362 

358 

78 

4 

18 

11 

11 

2 

4 

18 

11 

11 

2 

1 

6 

4 

4 

1 

1 

6 

4 

1 

12 

59 

37 

37 

8 

12 

59 

37 

8 

8 

41 

26 

26 

6 

8 

41 

26 

6 

65 

323 

205 

203 

44 

65 

323 

205 

44 

3 

15 

10 

9 

2 

3 

15 

10 

2 

2 

8 

5 

5 

1 

2 

8 

5 

1 

29 

143 

91 

90 

19 

29 

143 

91 

19 

2 

10 

6 

6 

1 

2 

10 

6 

1 

2 

11 

7 

7 

1 

2 

11 

7 

1 

4 

18 

11 

11 

2 

4 

18 

11 

2 

24 

119 

76 

75 

16 

24 

119 

76 

16 

29 

143 

91 

90 

19 

29 

143 

91 

90 

19 

40 

196 

125 

123 

27 

40 

196 

125 

27 

384 

1897 

1205 

1192 

256 

100 

100 

100 

50 

100 

14 

81 

72 

84 

11 

+3 

-1 

+1 

-4 

-3 

Mt.  Zion,  Campti  Alex  Johnson 

Emmanuel  Alex  Johnson 

St.  Paul,  Campti  Alex  Johnson 

St.  Paul,  Cheneyville  Alex  Johnson 

Asbury,  Natchitoches  Charles  Washington 

44 

44 

39 

35 

276 

44 

44 

39 

10 

276 

10 

10 

9 

8 

61 

10 

10 

9 

8 

61 

141 

140 

125 

113 

884 

141 

140 

125 

80 

884 

4 

4 

4 

4 

28 

4 

4 

4 

2 

28 

2 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 

1 

1 

9 

15 

14 

13 

12 

91 

15 

14 

13 

91 

10 

10 

9 

8 

63 

10 

10 

9 

63 

80 

79 

71 

64 

501 

80 

41 

71 

501 

4 

4 

3 

3 

23 

4 

4 

23 

2 

2 

2 

2 

12 

2 

2 

12 

35 

35 

31 

28 

221 

35 

221 

2 

2 

2 

2 

15 

2 

2 

15 

3 

3 

2 

2 

17 

3 

17 

4 

4 

4 

4 

28 

4 

28 

29 

29 

26 

24 

185 

29 

35 

35 

31 

28 

221 

35 

221 

49 

48 

43 

39 

304 

49 

304 

469 

464 

415 

377 

2939 

100 

59 

66 

27 

94 

29 

38 

19 

25 

168 

+3 
+  12 
+2 
+5 
+7 

Williams  Chapel  Charles  Washington 

St.  Mark's,  Natchitoches  Charles  Washington 

College  Avenue  Robert  E.  Townsend 

First,  Natchitoches  Joe  W.  McClain 

Oak  Grove  Jerry  VanHoosen 

34 

27 

136 

1860 

215 

34 

27 

136 

1860 

215 

8 

6 

30 

409 

47 

8 

6 

30 

409 

47 

109 

86 

435 

5953 

688 

109 

86 

435 

5953 

688 

3 

3 

14 

186 

22 

3 

3 

14 

186 

22 

1 

1 

5 

63 

7 

1 

1 

5 
•  63 

7 

11 

9 

45 

614 

71 

11 

9 

45 

614 

8 

6 

31 

424 

49 

8 

6 

31 

424 

49 

62 

49 

246 

3371 

390 

62 

49 

246 

3371 

212 

3 

2 

11 

156 

18 

3 

2 

11 

156 

18 

2 

1 

6 

82 

9 

2 

1 

6 

82 

9 

27 

21 

109 

1488 

172 

27 

21 

109 

1488 

172 

2 

1 

8 

104 

12 

2 

1 

8 

2 

2 

8 

113 

13 

2 

2 

113 

3 

3 

14 

186 

22 

3 

3 

14 

186 

22 

23 

18 

91 

1243 

144 

23 

18 

91 

1243 

100 

27 

21 

109 

1488 

172 

27 

21 

109 

1488 

38 

29 

150 

2046 

237 

38 

29 

150 

2046 

148 

363 

285 

1448 

19786 

2288 

100 

100 

99 

99 

75 

21 

13 

64 

983 

116 

same 

-1 

-3 

+21 

+4 

Campti  Jerry  VanHoosen 

Olla  Robert  F.  Marshall 

Tullos  Robert  F.  Marshall 

Palestine  Jerry  Means 

Bethel  Jerry  Means 

60 

305 

28 

765 

134 

60 

305 

28 

765 

134 

13 

67 

6 

168 

29 

13 

67 

6 

168 

29 

192 

977 

90 

2447 

428 

192 

977 

90 

2447 

428 

6 

31 

3 

76 

13 

6 

31 

3 

76 

13 

2 

10 

1 

26 

5 

2 

10 

1 

26 

5 

20 

101 

9 

252 

44 

101 

9 

252 

44 

14 

70 

6 

174 

31 

10 

6 

174 

31 

109 

553 

51 

1386 

243 

50 
553 

51 
1390 

243 

5 

26 

2 

64 

11 

5 

26 

2 

64 

11 

3 

13 

1 

34 

6 

3 

13 

1 

34 

6 

48 

244 

22 

612 

107 

18 

244 

22 

612 

107 

3 

17 

2 

43 

7 

17 

2 

43 

7 

4 

19 

2 

46 

8 

4 

2 

46 

8 

6 

31 

3 

76 

13 

6 

31 

3 

76 

13 

40 

204 

19 

511 

89 

40 

204 

19 

511 

89 

48 

244 

22 

612 

107 

22 

612 

107 

66 

336 

31 

841 

147 

40 

31 

841 

147 

639 

3248 

298 

8133 

1422 

71 

80 

100 

100 

100 

21 

159 

10 

457 

96 

-1 

-16 

+6 

+4 

-3 

First,  Pineville  Hugh  L.  Baker 

Pollock  Allen  Lawrence 

Selma  Allen  Lawrence 

Liberty  Chapel  Allen  Lawrence 

Provencal  Jolly  B.  Harper 

1689 

197 

49 

64 

67 

1689 

197 

49 

64 

67 

372 

43 

11 

14 

15 

372 

43 

11 

14 

15 

5404 

632 

156 

204 

214 

5404 

632 

156 

204 

214 

169 

20 

5 

6 

7 

169 

20 

5 

6 

7 

57 

7 

2 

2 

2 

57 

7 

2 

2 

2 

557 

65 

16 

21 

22 

557 

65 

16 

21 

22 

385 

45 

11 

15 

15 

385 

45 

11 

15 

15 

3060 

358 

88 

116 

121 

3060 

358 

88 

116 

121 

142 

17 

4 

5 

6 

142 

17 

4 

5 

6 

74 

9 

2 

3 

3 

74 

9 

2 

3 

3 

1351 

158 

39 

51 

54 

1351 

158 

39 

51 

54 

95 

11 

3 

4 

4 

95 

11 

3 

4 

4 

103 

12 

3 

4 

4 

103 

12 

3 

4 

4 

169 

20 

5 

6 

7 

169 

20 

5 

6 

7 

1128 

132 

33 

43 

45 

1128 

132 

33 

43 

45 

1351 

158 

39 

51 

54 

351 

158 

39 

51 

54 

1858 

217 

54 

70 

74 

1858 

217 

54 

70 

74 

7964 

2101 

520 

679 

714 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

794 

138 

22 

45 

43 

-9 

+9 

same 

same 

+8 

Weaver  Jolly  B.  Harper 

Rosa  Paul  Davis 

Taylor  Chapel  Paul  Davis 

Haskins  Chapel  Paul  Davis 

St.  Mark's,  Melder  Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr. 

45 

22 

13 

60 

40 

45 

22 

13 

60 

40 

10 

5 

3 

13 

9 

10 

5 

3 

13 

9 

144 

69 

41 

193 

127 

144 

69 

41 

193 

127 

4 

2 

1 

6 

4 

4 

2 

1 

6 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

15 

7 

4 

20 

13 

15 

7 

4 

3 

13 

10 

5 

3 

14 

9 

10 

5 

14 

9 

81 

39 

23 

110 

12 

81 

39 

23 

110 

72 

4 

2 

1 

5 

3 

4 

2 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

.  1 

1 

3 

2 

36 

17 

10 

48 

32 

36 

17 

10 

48 

32 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

4 

2 

4 

2 

1 

6 

4 

4 

2 

4 

30 

14 

8 

40 

27 

30 

14 

4 

20 

27 

36 

17 

10 

48 

32 

36 
17 

5 

48 

37 

49 

24 

14 

66 

44 

49 

34 

14 

66 

44 

478 

229 

135 

641 

423 

100 

100 

89 

94 

inn 

26 

12 

12 

36 

29 

+6 

same 

same 

+2 

Trout  D.  Dale  Lyons 

jduEden  WI.no  ..  D.  Dale  Lyons 

Urania  0.  Dale  Lyons 

Winnfield  Grayson  B.  Watson 

Couley  Grayson  B.  Watson 

248 

39 

98 

924 

59 

248 

39 

98 

924 

59 

55 

9 

21 

203 

13 

55 

9 

21 

203 

13 

794 

124 

312 

2956 

188 

-  794 

124 

312 

2956 

188 

25 

4 

10 

92 

6 

25 

4 

10 

92 

6 

8 

1 

3 

31 

2 

8 

1 

3 

31 

2 

82 

13 

32 

305 

19 

82 

,13 

32 

305 

57. 

9 

22 

211 

13 

57 

9 

22 

211 

13 

449 

70 

177 

1674 

106 

449 

70 

177 

1674 

106 

21 

3 

8 

78 

5 

21 

3 

8 

78 

5 

11 

2 

4 

41 

3 

11 

2 

4 

41 

3 

198 

31 

78 

739 

47 

198 

31 

78 

739 

47 

14 

2 

5 

52 

3 

14 

2 

5 

3 

15 

2 

6 

56 

4 

15 

2 

S 

4 

25 

4 

10 

92 

6 

25 

4 

10 

92 

6 

166 

26 

65 

617 

39 

166 

26 

65 

617 

39 

198 

31 

78 

739 

47  | 

198 

31 

78 

739 

47 

273 

43 

107 

1016 

64 

273 

43 

97 

1016 

64 

2639 

413 

1036 

9826 

624 

100 

100 

99 

98 

96 

81 

20 

40 

454 

34 

-3 
same 
-2 
+  1 
-4 

Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District 

District 

Superin¬ 

tendent’s 

Fund 

Episcopal 

Fund 

Cloimants 

Church 

Minimum 

Salary 

Moss 

Commu¬ 

nication 

Fund 

Black 

College 

Fund 

Missional 

Priorities 

Fund 

World 

Service 

and 

Conference 

Benevolences 

General 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Juris¬ 

dictional 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Conference 

Adminis 

trotion 

Fund 

Inter- 

denom 

Cooper 

ation 

Fund 

Inter¬ 

church 

Conf 

Fund 

Tem¬ 
porary 
Gen  Aid 

Ministerial 

Educ 

Fund. 

Centenary 

College 

Fund 

Higher 

Education 

< 

5 

■g 

o 

a. 

o 

a. 

CL 

< 

£  £ 
JO  - 

E  S 
1  = 

3 

C 

5 

a.  _L 

■£  o 

i  i 

E 

s’? 

Church  and  Charge  Name  of  Pastor 

Ap. 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap. 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap. 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap. 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap. 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Amite  John  M.  Lee 

Independence  John  M.  Lee 

Baker  John  Howard  Sewell 

Broadmoor  D.  L.  McGuire 

Corbin  Paul  C.  Singletary 

714 

89 

494 

5343 

60 

714 

89 

494 

5343 

60 

157 

20 

109 

1175 

13 

157 

20 

109 

1175 

13 

2285 

284 

1582 

17097 

192 

2285 

284 

1582 

17097 

192 

71 

9 

49 

534 

6 

71 

9 

49 

534 

6 

24 

3 

17 

182 

2 

24 

3 

17 

182 

2 

236 

29 

163 

1763 

20 

236 

29 

163 

1763 

163 

20 

113 

1218 

14 

163 

20 

113 

1218 

14 

1294 

161 

896 

9681 

109 

1294 

161 

747 

9681 

109 

60 

7 

42 

449 

5 

60 

7 

42 

449 

5 

31 

4 

22 

235 

3 

31 

4 

22 

235 

3 

571 

71 

396 

4274 

48 

571 

71 

396 

4274 

48 

40 

5 

28 

299 

3 

40 

5 

28 

43 

5 

30 

325 

4 

43 

5 

30 

325 

71 

9 

49 

534 

6 

71 

9 

49 

534 

6 

477 

59 

330 

3569 

40 

477 

59 

330 

3569 

40 

571 

71 

396 

4274 

48 

571 

71 

396 

4274 

48 

786 

98 

544 

5877 

66 

786 

98 

544 

5877 

66 

7594 

944 

5260 

56829 

639 

100 

100 

97 

99 

95 

340 

41 

350 

3996 

33 

+7 

-2 

+18 

+173 

Francis  Asbury  Randall  L.  Gammill 

Hughes  Memorial  William  J.  Miller 

Ingleside  Lonnie  H.  Sibley 

Jefferson  Angus  Lee  Carruth 

Jordan  Chapel  Ameal  D.  Ennis 

416 

237 

1375 

1185 

245 

416 

237 

1375 

1185 

245 

91 

52 

302 

261 

54 

91 

52 

302 

261 

54 

1331 

758 

4399 

3793 

782 

1331 

758 

4399 

3793 

782 

42 

24 

137 

119 

24 

42 

24 

137 

119 

24 

14 

8 

47 

40 

8 

14 

8 

47 

40 

8 

137 

78 

454 

391 

81 

137 

78 

454 

391 

81 

95 

54 

313 

270 

56 

95 

54 

313 

270 

56 

753 

429 

2491 

2148 

443 

753 

429 

2491 

2148 

443 

35 

20 

115 

100 

21 

35 

20 

115 

100 

21 

18 

10 

60 

52 

11 

18 

10 

60 

52 

11 

333 

190 

1100 

948 

196 

333 

190 

1100 

948 

196 

23 

13 
77 
66 

14 

23 

13 
77 
66 

14 

25 

14 
84 
72 

15 

25 

14 
84 
72 

15 

42 

24 

137 

119 

24 

42 

24 

137 

119 

24 

278 

158 

918 

792 

163 

278 

158 

918 

792 

163 

333 

190 

1100 

948 

196 

333 

190 

1100 

948 

196 

457 

261 

1512 

1304 

269 

457 

261 

1512 

1304 

269 

4423 

2520 

14621 

12608 

2602 

100 

100 

100 

100 

inn 

255 

180 

733 

641 

166 

+37 

-1 

+13 

+11 

LeJeune  Ameal  D.  Ennis 

North  Baton  Rouge  Robert  C.  Carter 

4  St.  John's  Thomas  A.  Dunbar 

*  St.  Luke's  Swindell  Hodges 

Deerford  Swindell  Hodqes 

28 

650 

626 

255 

227 

28 

650 

626 

255 

227 

6 

143 

138 

56 

50 

6 

143 

138 

56 

50 

90 

2081 

2003 

816 

728 

90 

2081 

2003 

816 

728 

3 

65 

63 

25 

23 

3 

65 

63 

25 

23 

1 

22 

21 

9 

8 

1 

22 

21 

8 

9 

215 

207 

84 

75 

9 

215 

207 

75 

6 

148 

143 

58 

52 

6 

148 

143 

52 

51 

1178 

1134 

462 

412 

51 

1178 

1134 

412 

2 

55 

53 

21 

19 

2 

55 

53 

19 

1 

29 

28 

11 

10 

1 

29 

28 

10 

22 

520 

501 

204 

182 

22 

520 

501 

182 

2 

36 

35 

14 

13 

2 

36 

35 

13 

2 

40 

38 

15 

14 

2 

40 

38 

14 

3 

65 

63 

25 

23 

3 

65 

63 

23 

19 

434 

418 

170 

152 

19 

434 

418 

152 

22 

520 

501 

204 

182 

22 

520 

501 

182 

31 

715 

689 

280 

250 

31 

715 

689 

250 

298 

6916 

6661 

2709 

2420 

100 

100 

100 

43 

inn 

25 

308 

271 

194 

127 

same 
-47 
-12 
+18 
+  1 

St.  Paul's  Lynn  Merrill 

Winbourne  Brady  W.  Williams 

Beech  Grove  Wesley  R.  Cyprian 

Macedonia  Wesley  R.  Cyprian 

-Andrew's  Weslev  R.  Cyprian 

512 

727 

97 

40 

88 

512 

727 

97 

40 

88 

113 

160 

21 

9 

19 

113 

160 

21 

9 

19 

1640 

2326 

310 

128 

281 

1640 

2326 

310 

128 

281 

51 

73 

10 

4 

9 

51 

73 

10 

4 

9 

17 

25 

3 

1 

3 

17 

25 

3 

1 

3 

169 

240 

32 

13 

29 

86 

240 

32 

13 

29 

117 

166 

22 

9 

20 

59 

166 

22 

9 

20 

929 

1317 

176 

73 

159 

473 

1317 

176 

73 

159 

43 

61 

8 

3 

7 

27 

61 

8 

3 

7 

23 

32 

4 

2 

4 

11 

32 

4 

2 

4 

410 

582 

78 

32 

70 

209 

582 

78 

32 

70 

29 

41 

5 

2 

5 

20 

41 

5 

2 

5 

31 

44 

6 

2 

5 

15 

44 

6 

2 

5 

51 

73 

10 

4 

9 

26 

73 

10 

4 

9 

342 

486 

65 

27 

59 

176 

486 

65 

27 

59 

410 

582 

78 

32 

70 

292 

582 

78 

32 

70 

564 

800 

107 

44 

97 

287 

800 

107 

44 

97 

5451 

7735 

1032 

425 

74 

100 

100 

100 

288 

455 

48 

30 

-16 

-40 

-9 

-1 

Bethel  James  H.  Humphreys 

Magnolia  James  H.  Humphreys 

Blackwater  Fred  Shirley 

Carpenter's  Chapel  Boyd  Hood 

Mt.  Zion  R.  M.  Harris 

346 

199 

1917 

176 

198 

346 

199 

1917 

176 

198 

76 

44 

422 

39 

44 

76 

44 

422 

39 

44 

1107 

637 

6134 

563 

633 

1107 

637 

6134 

563 

633 

35 

20 

192 

18 

20 

35 

20 

192 

18 

20 

12 

7 

65 

6 

7 

12 

7 

65 

7 

114 

66 

633 

58 

65 

114 

66 

633 

65 

79 

45 

437 

40 

45 

79 

45 

437 

25 

627 

361 

3473 

319 

359 

627 

361 

3473 

319 

220 

29 

17 

161 

15 

17 

29 

17 

161 

10 

15 

9 

84 

8 

9 

15 

9 

84 

9 

277 

159 

1533 

141 

158 

277 

159 

1563 

141 

100 

19 

11 

107 

10 

11 

19 

11 

107 

6 

21 

12 

117 

11 

12 

21 

12 

117 

6 

35 

20 

192 

18 

20 

35 

20 

192 

10 

231 

133 

1280 

118 

132 

231 

133 

1300 

118 

277 

159 

1533 

141 

158 

277 

159 

1533 

100 

381 

219 

2108 

194 

218 

381 

219 

2108 

100 

3681 

2118 

20388 

1875 

2106 

100 

100 

100 

73 

74 

123 

137 

1148 

90 

134 

-7 

+20 

+4 

+9 

-2 

St.  Paul,  Clinton  R.  M.  Harris 

St.  Peter  Adam  Franklin 

Moses  Chapel  Adam  Franklin 

Jackson  Chapel  Adam  Franklin 

Clinton,  Wall  Memorial  John  H.  Casey 

119 

98 

74 

57 

468 

119 

98 

74 

57 

468 

26 

22 

16 

13 

103 

26 

22 

13 

103 

379 

313 

235 

182 

1497 

379 

313 

235 

182 

1497 

12 

10 

7 

6 

47 

12 

10 

6 

47 

4 

*  3 
3 
2 
16 

4 

16 

39 

32 

24 

19 

154 

39 

20 

24 

19 

154 

27 

22 

17 

13 

107 

27 

107 

215 

177 

133 

103 

848 

215 

177 

66 

80 

848 

10 

8 

6 

5 

39 

10 

5 

39 

5 

4 

3 

3 

21 

5 

4 

3 

21 

95 

78 

59 

45 

374 

95 

78 

7 

45 

374 

7 

5 

4 

3 

26 

7 

26 

7 

6 

4 

3 

28 

7 

2 

28 

12 

10 

7 

6 

47 

12 

5 

47 

79 

65 

49 

38 

313 

79 

38 

313 

95 

78 

59 

45 

95 

40 

59 

130 

108 

81 

63 

75 

50 

53 

1261 

1039 

781 

606 

95 

79 

60 

88 

133 

84 

58 

53 

+17 

-1 

-3 

same 

Clear  Creek  John  H.  Casey 

Concord  Jesse  L.  Means,  Jr. 

New  Hope  Jesse  L.  Means,  Jr. 

Days  A.  Bray  Sibley 

Center  A.  Bray  Sibley 

130 

27 

50 

172 

89 

130 

50 

172 

89 

29 

6 

11 

38 

20 

29 

11 

38 

20 

418 

88 

161 

549 

284 

418 

161 

549 

284 

13 

3 

5 

17 

9 

13 

5 

17 

9 

4 

1 

2 

6 

3 

4 

6 

3 

43 

9 

17 

57 

29 

43 

30 

6 

11 

39 

20 

30 

12 

236 

50 

91 

311 

161 

236 

311 

161 

11 

2 

4 

14 

7 

11 

1.4 

7 

6 

1 

2 

8 

4 

6 

8 

4 

104 

22 

40 

137 

71 

104 

137 

71 

.7 

2 

3 

10 

5 

7 

5 

8 

2 

3 

10 

5 

8 

10 

5 

13 

3 

5 

17 

9 

13 

17 

9 

87 

18 

34 

115 

59 

87 

115 

59 

104 

22 

40 

137 

71 

104 

137 

71 

144 

30 

55 

189 

98 

144 

60 

98 

1387 

292 

534 

1826 

944 

100 

0 

43 

88 

96 

80 

18 

31 

119 

same 

-2 

-2 

-8 

Darlington  A.  Bray  Sibley 

Denham  Springs  George  A.  Duerson 

Roberts  Chapel  Clarence  L.  Hillard 

St.  Luke's  Clarence  L.  Hillard 

Donaldsonville  Stephen  Fleming 

50 

1207 

228 

146 

135 

50 

1207 

228 

146 

135 

11 

266 

50 

32 

30 

11 

266 

50 

32 

30 

159 

3863 

730 

466 

432 

159 

3863 

730 

466 

432 

5 

121 

23 

15 

13 

5 

121 

23 

15 

13 

2 

41 

8 

5 

5 

2 

41 

8 

5 

5 

16 

398 

75 

48 

45 

16 

398 

75 

48 

11 

275 

52 

33 

31 

11 

275 

52 

33 

90 

2188 

413 

264 

245 

90 

2188 

413 

264 

50 

4 

101 

19 

12 

11 

4 

101 

19 

12 

11 

2 

53 

10 

6 

6 

2 

53 

10 

6 

6 

40 

966 

182 

117 

10R 

40 

966 

182 

117 

108 

3 

68 

13 

8 

8 

3 

68 

13 

8 

3 

73 

14 

9 

8 

3 

73 

14 

9 

5 

121 

23 

15 

13 

5 

121 

23 

15 

33 

806 

152 

97 

90 

33 

806 

152 

97 

40 

966 

182 

117 

40 

966 

76 

117 

55 

1328 

251 

160 

55 

1328 

251 

160 

529 

12841 

2425 

1550 

100 

100 

96 

100 

25 

689 

162 

119 

+2 

+13 

+3 

+4 

Meadows  Stephen  Fleming 

St.  Peter  E.  L.  Berry 

St.  James  E.  L.  Berry 

Faithful  Jay  V.  Oaigle 

Friendship  Frank  M.  Staoe 

122 

179 

127 

241 

2£3 

122 

179 

127 

241 

261 

27 
39 

28 
53 
58 

27 
39 

28 
53 
58. 

389 

573 

406 

770 

M1 

389 

573 

406 

770 

843 

12 

18 

13 

24 

26 

12 

18 

13 

24 

26l 

4 

6 

4 

8 

9 

2 

4 

40 

59 

42 

79 

87 

15 

42 

28 

41 

29 

55 

60 

28 

10 

29 

60 

220 

324 

230 

436 

477 

220 

324 

230 

477 

10 

15 

11 

20 

2? 

10 

4 

11 

22 

5 

8 

6 
11 
12 

5 

2 

6 

1? 

97 

143 

102 

192 

211 

97 

143 

102 

211 

7 

10 

7 

13 

15 

4 

10 

7 

15 

7 

11 

8 

15 

16 

3 

8 

16 

12 

18 

13 

24 

26 

10 

5 

13 

26 

81 

120 

85 

161 

176 

50 

30 

85 

97 

143 

102 

192 

97 

143 

102 

134 

197 

140 

265 

56 

140 

1292 

1904 

1353 

2559 

83 

82 

100 

43 

70 

78 

92 

91 

+4 

-2 

-6 

+3 

Gonzales  J.  Roddy  Taylor 

Greensburg  Ted  Smith 

Wesley  Ted  Smith 

Hammond  George  Harkins 

Tickfaw  George  Harkins 

578 

417 

62 

1339 

100 

578 

417 

62 

1339 

100 

127 

92 

14 

295 

22 

127 

92 

14 

295 

22 

1848 

1335 

198 

4284 

321 

1848 

1335 

198 

4284 

321 

58 

42 

6 

134 

10 

58 

42 

6 

134 

10 

20 

14 

2 

46 

3 

20 

14 

2 

46 

3 

191 

138 

20 

442 

33 

191 

138 

20 

442 

33 

132 

95 

14 

305 

23 

132 

95 

14 

305 

23 

1047 

756 

112 

2426 

182 

1047 

756 

112 

2426 

182 

49 

35 

5 

112 

8 

49 

35 

5 

112 

8 

25 

18 

3 

59 

4 

25 

18 

3 

59 

4 

462 

334 

49 

1071 

80 

462 

334 

49 

1071 

80 

32 

23 

3 

75 

6 

32 

23 

3 

75 

6 

35 

25 

4 

81 

6 

35 

25 

4 

87 

6 

58 

42 

6 

134 

10 

58 

42 

6 

134 

10 

386 

279 

41 

894 

67 

386 

279 

41 

894 

67 

462 

334 

49 

1071 

80 

462 

334 

49 

1071 

80 

635 

459 

68 

1473 

110 

635 

459 

68 

1473 

110 

6145 

4438 

656 

14241 

1065 

100 

100 

100 

100 

inn 

378 

200 

32 

692 

53 

+16 

+4 

-4 

-64 

Jackson  Jim  Constable 

Ethel  Jim  Constable 

Kentwood  Burl  Dampier 

Mt.  Hermon  Burl  Dampier 

Live  Oak  R.  Larry  Stafford 

433 

116 

393 

69 

826 

433 

116 

393 

69 

826 

95 

25 

86 

15 

182 

95 

25 

86 

15 

182 

1384 

370 

1257 

221 

2643 

1384 

370 

1257 

221 

2643 

43 

12 

39 

7 

83 

43 

12 

39 

7 

83 

15 

4 

13 

2 

28 

15 

4 

13 

2 

28 

143 

38 

130 

23 

273 

130 

23 

223 

99 

26 

90 

16 

188 

99 

26 

90 

16 

188 

784 

210 

712 

125 

1497 

784 

210 

712 

125 

1497 

36 

10 

33 

6 

69 

36 

10 

33 

6 

69 

19 

5 

17 

3 

36 

19 

5 

17 

3 

36 

346 

93 

314 

55 

661 

346 

93 

314 

55 

661 

24 

6 

22 

4 

46 

24 

6 

22 

4 

46 

26 

7 

24 

4 

50 

26 

7 

24 

4 

50 

43 

12 

39 

7 

83 

43 

12 

39 

7 

83 

289 

77 

262 

46 

552 

289 

77 

262 

46 

120 

346 

93 

314 

55 

661 

346 

93 

314 

55 

661 

476 

127 

432 

76 

909 

476 

127 

432 

76 

4601 

1231 

4177 

734 

96 

96 

100 

100 

233 

69 

189 

37 

+6 

+6 

-2 

-2 

Livingston  Charles  E.  Scott 

James  Chapel  Charles  E.  Scott 

Montpelier  Charles  E.  Scott 

Loranger  Albert  A.  Collins 

Cooper's  Chapel  Albert  A.  Collins 

144 

100 

129 

169 

51 

144 

100 

129 

169 

51 

32 

22 

28 

37 

11 

32 

22 

28 

37 

11 

461 

320 

414 

540 

162 

461 

320 

414 

540 

162 

14 

10 

13 

17 

5 

14 

10 

13 

17 

5 

5 

3 

4 

6 

2 

5 

3 

2 

6 

2 

48 

33 

43 

56 

17 

48 

33 

23 

17 

33 

23 

30 

38 

12 

33 

23 

25 

38 

12 

261 

181 

235 

306 

92 

261 

181 

200 

306 

92 

12 

8 

11 

14 

4 

12 

8 

11 

14 

4 

6 

4 

6 

7 

2 

6 

4 

6 

7 

2 

115 

80 

104 

135 

40 

115 

80 

104 

135 

40 

8 

6 

7 

9 

3 

8 

6 

5 

9 

3 

9 

6 

8 

10 

3 

9 

6 

5 

10 

3 

14 

10 

13 

17 

5 

14 

10 

13 

17 

5 

96 

67 

86 

113 

34 

96 

67 

40 

113 

34 

115 

80 

104 

135 

40 

115 

80 

104 

135 

40 

159 

110 

142 

186 

56 

159 

110 

75 

186 

56 

1532 

1063 

1377 

1795 

539 

100 

100 

87 

97 

92 

77 

79 

115 

+3 

-1 

-4 

+3 

Mangum  Mickey  Stringfield 

Pine  Grove  Mickey  Stringfield 

New  River  Carol  S.  Winn 

Lutcher  Carol  S.  Winn 

Asbury,  Norwood  James  A.  Smith 

181 

235 

121 

137 

127 

181 

235 

121 

137 

127 

40 

52 

27 
30 

28 

40 

52 

27 
30 

28 

578 

751 

386 

440 

407 

578 

751 

386 

440 

407 

18 

23 

12 

14 

13 

18 

23 

12 

14 

13 

6 

8 

4 

5 
4 

5 

4 

60 

77 

40 

45 

42 

45 

42 

41 

54 

28 

31 

29 

54 

14 

31 

29 

327 

425 

219 

249 

231 

200 

140 

249 

231 

15 

20 

10 

12 

11 

10 

12 

11 

8 

10 

5 

6 

6 

10 

5 

6 

6 

145 

188 

97 

110 

102 

50 

97 

110 

102 

10 

13 

7 

8 

7 

4 

8 

7 

11 

14 

7 

8 

8 

4 

8 

8 

18 

23 

12 

14 

13 

6 

14 

13 

121 

157 

81 

92 

85 

92 

85 

145 

188 

97 

110 

102 

41 

110 

199 

258 

133 

151 

40 

151 

1923 

2496 

1286 

1462 

43 

55 

70 

100 

114 

148 

50 

35 

same 

-3 

-17 

-9 

Mt.  Carmel  James  A.  Smith 

Wesley  James  A.  Smith 

St.  Francisville  Harold  B.  Babin 

Tunica  Harold  B.  Babin 

Slaughter  Cecil  C.  Mims 

64 

107 

287 

71 

216 

52 

107 

287 

71 

216 

14 

24 

63 

16 

47 

7 

24 

63 

16 

47 

203 

343 

919 

227 

691 

203 

343 

919 

227 

691 

6 

11 

29 

7 

22 

6 

11 

29 

7 

22 

2 

4 

10 

2 

7 

4 

10 

2 

7 

21 

35 

95 

23 

71 

21 

35 

95 

71 

14 

24 

65 

16 

49 

24 

65 

16 

49 

115 

194 

520 

128 

391 

111 

194 

520 

128 

391 

5 

9 

24 

6 
18 

9 

24 

6 

18 

3 

5 

13 

3 

9 

5 

13 

3 

9 

51 

86 

230 

57 

173 

15 

22 

230 

57 

173 

4 

6 

16 

4 

12 

6 

16 

12 

4 

7 

17 

4 

13 

7 

17 

4 

13 

6 

11 

29 

7 

22 

11 

29 

7 

?? 

42 

72 

192 

47 

192 

51 

86 

230 

57 

35 

230 

70 

118 

316 

78 

316 

675 

1142 

3055 

753 

62 

74 

100 

73 

47 

79 

147 

38 

-1 

-1 

+3 

-8 

Bluff  Creek  Cecil  C.  Mims 

Tangipahoa  Lorris  Wimberly,  Jr. 

Pine  Ridge  Lorris  Wimberly,  Jr. 

Walker  M.  L.  Oavis 

Zachary  Roy  L.  Garrett 

69 

226 

169 

277 

949 

69 

226 

169 

277 

949 

15 

50 

37 

61 

209 

15 

50 

37 

61 

209 

221 

723 

540 

888 

3038 

221 

723 

540 

888 

3038 

7 

23 

17 

28 

95 

7 

23 

17 

28 

95 

2 

8 

6 

9 

32 

2 

8 

6 

32 

23 

75 

56 

92 

313 

23 

75 

56 

5 

313 

16 

52 

38 

63 

216 

16 

52 

38 

216 

125 

409 

306 

503 

1720 

125 

409 

306 

503 

1720 

6 

19 

14 

23 

80 

6 

19 

14 

23 

80 

3 

10 

7 

12 

42 

3 

10 

7 

12 

42 

55 

181 

135 

222 

759 

55 

181 

135 

222 

759 

4 

13 

9 

16 

53 

4 

9 

53 

4 

14 

10 

17 

58 

4 
14 
10 

5 

58 

7 

23 

17 

28 

95 

7 

23 

17 

95 

46 

151 

113 

185 

634 

46 

151 

113 

5 

634 

55 

181 

135 

222 

759 

55 

272 

135 

222 

759 

76 

249 

186 

305 

1044 

76 

249 

186 

1045 

734 

2407 

1795 

2951 

10096 

100 

100 

100 

77 

100 

41 

96 

102 

90 

539 

+2 

+2 

+1 

+3 

-3 
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An  Insert  To  The  Louisiana  Conference 
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Lafayette  District 

Dis 

Sup 

tenc 

Fu 

rict 

erin- 

ent  s 

nd 

Epis 

Fu 

opal 

nd 

Claimants 

Church 

Minimum 

Salary 

Mass 

Commu¬ 

nication 

Fund 

Black 

College 

Fund 

Missional 

Priorities 

Fund 

World 

Service 

ond 

Conference 

Benevolences 

General 

Adminis 

trotion 

Fund 

Juris¬ 

dictional 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Conference 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Inter- 

denom 

Cooper 

ation 

Fund 

Inter¬ 

church 

Conf 

Fund 

Tern 
porary 
Gen  Aid 

Mimsteria 

Educ. 

Fund. 

Centenary 

College 

Fund 

Higher 

Education 

•a 

5 

a. 

o 

a 

a 

< 

Membership 

12-31-78 

Membership 

|+)  Plus  or  (  — )  Minus 

Church  ond  Chorge  Nome  of  Postor 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd. 

O 

Abbeville  Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr. 

Pecan  Island  Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr. 

Camphor  George  W.  C.  Calvin 

First,  Baton  Rouge  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 

Istrouma  Glendon  R.  Messer 

800 

56 

764 

5913 

1131 

800 

56 

764 

5913 

1131 

176 

12 

168 

1301 

249 

176 

12 

168 

1301 

249 

2559 

179 

2444 

18920 

3620 

2559 

179 

2444 

18920 

3620 

80 

6 

76 

591 

113 

80 

6 

76 

591 

113 

27 

2 

26 

201 

38 

2 

26 

201 

264 

18 

252 

1951 

373 

18 

252 

1951 

182 

13 

174 

1348 

258 

13 

174 

1348 

50 

1449 

102 

1384 

10714 

2050 

1449 

102 

1384 

10714 

874 

67 

5 

64 

497 

95 

67 

5 

64 

497 

25 

35 

2 

34 

260 

50 

35 

2 

34 

260 

25 

640 

45 

611 

4730 

905 

640 

45 

611 

4730 

200 

45 

3 

43 

331 

63 

3 

43 

49 

3 

46 

359 

69 

3 

46 

80 

6 

76 

591 

113 

80 
.  6 
76 
591 
113 

534 

37 

510 

3950 

758 

167 

37 

510 

3950 

100 

640 

45 

611 

4730 

905 

167 

45 

611 

4730 

880 

62 

840 

6504 

1744 

880 

62 

840 

6504 

8507 

596 

8123 

62891 

12032 

84 

100 

100 

98 

54 

393 

37 

545 
3500 

546 

-10 

same 

+14 

-55 

-31 

Neely  Donald  R.  Avery 

St.  Mark's  Robert  Williams 

Wesley  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr. 

University.  Baton  Rouge  Lamar  E.  Smith 

Asbury,  Franklin  Terrence  S.  August 

307 

675 

841 

3171 

184 

307 

675 

841 

3171 

184 

68 

148 

185 

698 

41 

68 

148 

185 

698 

41 

983 

2158 

2692 

10147 

590 

983 

2158 

2692 

10147 

590 

31 

67 

84 

317 

18 

31 

67 

84 

317 

18 

10 

23 

29 

108 

6 

10 

23 

29 

108 

6 

101 

223 

278 

1046 

61 

101 

223 

224 
1046 

61 

70 

154 

192 

723 

42 

70 

154 

110 

723 

42 

557 

1222 

1524 

5746 

334 

184 

1222 

845 

5746 

334 

26 

57 

71 

266 

15 

57 

71 

266 

15 

14 

30 

37 

140 

8 

30 

37 

140 

8 

246 

540 

673 

2537 

147 

540 

696 

2537 

147 

17 

38 

47 

178 

10 

38 

5 

10 

19 

41 

51 

193 

11 

41 

51 

193 

11 

31 

67 

84 

317 

18 

67 

84 

317 

18 

205 

451 

562 

2118 

123 

451 

54 

2118 

173 

246 

540 

673 

2537 

147 

540 

250 

2537 

147 

338 

742 

925 

3488 

703 

742 

695 

3488 

703 

3269 

7176 

8948 

33730 

1958 

56 

100 

78 

99 

100 

187 

429 

540 

1726 

118 

same 

+11 

+14 

+54 

-16 

Trinity,  Baldwin  Terrence  S.  August 

Franklin,  First  Richard  Hoffpauir 

Grand  River  John  R.  Oldham 

Hartzell  Freddie  C.  Henderson 

Shiloh  Freddie  C.  Henderson 

139 

1102 

156 

111 

79 

139 

1102 

156 

111 

79 

31 

242 

34 

24 

17 

31 

242 

34 

24 

17 

446 

3525 

499 

355 

252 

446 

3525 

499 

355 

252 

14 

110 

16 

11 

8 

14 

110 

16 

11 

8 

5 

37 

5 

4 

3 

5 

37 

5 

3 

46 

364 

51 

37 

26 

46 

364 

51 

26 

32 

251 

36 

25 

18 

32 

251 

36 

18 

253 

1996 

282 

201 

143 

253 

1996 

282 

201 

143 

12 

93 

13 

9 

7 

12 

93 

13 

9 

7 

6 

48 

7 

5 

3 

6 

48 

7 

5 

3 

111 

881 

125 

89 

63 

111 

881 

125 

89 

63 

8 

62 

9 

6 

4 

8 

62 

9 

4 

8 

67 

9 

7 

5 

8 

67 

9 

5 

14 

110 

16 

11 

8 

14 

110 

16 

8 

93 

736 

104 

74 

53 

93 

736 

104 

53 

111 

881 

125 

89 

63 

111 

881 

125 

63 

153 

1212 

171 

122 

87 

218 

1212 

171 

28 

R7 

1482 

11717 

1658 

1180 

839 

100 

100 

100 

71 

100 

62 

521 

87 

85 

71 

+1 

+5 

-4 

same 

+2 

Indian  Bayou  John  Calvin  Coker,  Sr. 

Kaplan  John  Calvin  Coker,  Sr. 

Jeanerette  Lionel  J.  Marcel 

St.  Martinville  Lionel  J.  Marcel 

Lydia  R.  Don  Ross 

394 

95 

176 

18 

83 

394 

95 

176 

18 

83 

87 

21 

39 

4 

18 

87 

21 

39 

4 

18 

1262 

304 

562 

59 

265 

1262 

304 

562 

59 

265 

39 

9 

18 

2 

8 

39 

9 

18 

2 

8 

13 

3 

6 

1 

3 

13 

3 

130 

31 

58 

6 

27 

130 

31 

90 

22 

40 

4 

19 

90 

22 

715 

172 

318 

33 

150 

715 

172 

100 

5 

77 

33 

8 

15 

2 

7 

33 

8 

17 

4 

8 

1 

4 

17 

4 

316 

76 

140 

15 

66 

316 

84 

22 

5 

10 

1 

5 

22 

5 

24 

6 

11 

1 

5 

24 

6 

39 

9 

18 

2 

8 

39 

9 

264 

63 

117 

12 

55 

264 

63 

316 

76 

140 

15 

66 

316 

76 

434 

104 

193 

20 

91 

434 

111 

4195 

1008 

1869 

196 

880 

100 

100 

48 

45 

5? 

256 

50 

46 

4 

4? 

+5 

+1 

-20 

same 

+2 

St.  Paul  (Jeanerette)  Bob  Norwood 

Mt.  Zion  Bob  Norwood 

Briggs  Bob  Norwood 

St.  Peter  Eddie  Francis 

Godman  Eddie  Francis 

273 

58 

49 
242 

50 

273 

58 

49 
242 

50 

60 

13 

11 

53 

11 

60 

13 

11 

53 

11 

873 

187 

158 
774 

159 

873 

187 

158 
774 

159 

27 

6 

5 

24 

5 

27 

6 

5 

24 

5 

9 

2 

2 

8 

2 

9 

2 

2 

8 

2 

90 

19 

16 

80 

16 

90 

19 

16 

80 

16 

62 

13 

11 

55 

11 

62 

13 

11 

55 

11 

494 

106 

89 
438 

90 

494 

106 

89 
438 

90 

23 

5 

4 

20 

4 

23 

5 

4 

20 

4 

12 

3 

2 

11 

2 

12 

3 

2 

11 

2 

218 

47 

39 
194 

40 

218 

47 

39 
194 

40 

15 

3 

3 

14 

3 

15 

3 

3 

14 

3 

17 

4 

3 

15 

3 

17 

4 

3 

15 

3 

27 

6 

5 

24 

5 

27 

6 

5 

24 

5 

182 

39 

33 

162 

33 

182 

39 

33 

162 

33 

218 

47 

39 
194 

40 

218 

47 

39 
194 

40 

300 

64 

54 
266 

55 

300 

64 

54 
266 

55 

2900 

622 

523 

2574 

529 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

148 

52 

32 

191 

40 

+5 

-1 

+1 

+9 

+5 

Asbury,  Lafayette  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr. 

Davidson  Memorial  Dan  R.  Allen 

First,  Lafayette  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr. 

Church  of  the  Covenant  H.  A.  Harrington 

Mallalieu  Edgar  Smith 

w 

322 

2055 

273 

193 

3369 

322 

2055 

273 

157 

/4 1 

'J  1 
452 
60 
43 

741 

71 

452 

60 

43 

10781 

1032 

6576 

873 

619 

10/81 

1032 

6576 

873 

619 

33/ 

32 

205 

27 

19 

337 

32 

205 

27 

5 

115 

11 

70 

9 

7 

115 

70 

9 

7 

1112 

106 

678 

90 

64 

1112 

678 

90 

25 

768 

74 

469 

62 

44 

768 

469 

62 

4 

6105 

584 

3723 

494 

350 

6105 

584 

3723 

494 

272 

283 

27 

173 

23 

16 

283 

173 

23 

148 

14 

90 

12 

9 

148 

90 

12 

2695 

258 

1644 

218 

155 

2695 

1644 

218 

189 

18 

115 

15 

11 

189 

115 

15 

205 

20 

125 

17 

12 

205 

125 

17 

337 

32 

205 

27 

19 

337 

205 

27 

2251 

215 

1373 

182 

179 

2251 

1373 

182 

19 

2695 

258 

1644 

218 

155 

2695 

1644 

218 

10 

3706 

355 

2260 

300 

713 

3709 

355 

2260 

300 

35837 

3429 

21857 

2900 

2058 

100 

70 

100 

100 

67 

2276 

133 

976 

214 

94 

-15 

+7 

-19 

+46 

-10 

St.  James  Edgar  Smith 

Lottie  C.  Ed  Henkel 

Rosedaie  C.  Ed  Henkel 

New  Roads  C.  Ed  Henkel 

Melville  Kenneth  Chapman 

198 

161 

181 

68 

183 

198 

161 

181 

68 

183 

44 

35 

40 

15 

40 

44 

35 

40 

15 

40 

634 

514 

580 

217 

585 

634 

514 

580 

217 

585 

20 

16 

18 

7 

18 

20 

16 

18 

7 

18 

7 

5 

6 
2 
6 

7 

5 

6 

2 

6 

65 

53 

60 

22 

60 

65 

60 

22 

60 

45 

37 

41 
15 

42 

45 

37 

41 
15 

42 

359 

291 

328 

123 

331 

359 

300 

328 

123 

336 

17 

13 

15 

6 

15 

17 

13 

15 

6 

15 

9 

7 

8 
3 
8 

9 

7 

8 
3 
8 

158 

128 

145 
54 

146 

158 

133 

145 
54 

146 

11 

9 

10 

4 

10 

11 

9 

10 
4 
10 

12 

10 

11 

4 

11 

12 

10 

11 

4 

11 

20 

16 

18 

7 

1R 

20 

16 

18 

7 

18 

132 

107 

121 

45 

17? 

132 

107 

121 

45 

177 

158 

128 

145 
54 

146 

118 

129 

145 
54 

146 

218 

177 

199 

75 

701 

174 

183 

199 

75 

201 

2107 

1707 

1926 

721 

1942 

96 

98 

100 

100 

ion 

104 

58 

94 

30 

10? 

-6 

+1 

same 

same 

-4 

Palmetto  Kenneth  Chapman 

New  Iberia  Donald  J.  Hall 

St.  Paul,  Baton  Rouge  Lawrence  Pate 

Scott  Chapel  Lawrence  Pate 

Union  Chapel  Lawrence  Pate 

70 

1708 

31 

69 

8 

70 

1708 

31 

20 

8 

15 

376 

7 

15 

2 

15 

376 

7 

15 

2 

223 

5466 

99 

219 

24 

223 

5466 

99 

24 

7 

171 

3 

7 

1 

7 

171 

3 

7 

1 

2 

58 

1 

2 

2 

58 

1 

23 

564 

10 

23 

2 

23 

564 

10 

16 

389 

7 

16 

2 

16 

389 

7 

126 

3095 

56 

124 

14 

126 

3095 

56 

20 

6 

143 

3 

6 

1 

6 

143 

3 

3 

75 

1 

3 

3 

75 

1 

3 

56 

1366 

25 

55 

6 

56 

1366 

25 

20 

1 

4 

96 

2 

4 

4 

96 

2 

4 

104 

2 

4 

4 

104 

2 

7 

171 

3 

7 

1 

7 

171 

3 

47 

1141 

21 

46 

5 

47 

1141 

21 

15 

56 

1366 

25 

55 

6 

56 

1366 

25 

77 

1879 

34 

75 

8 

77 

1879 

34 

10 

742 

18168 

330 

730 

80 

100 

100 

100 

16 

45 

38 

887 

16 

63 

5 

same 

-167 

+1 

same 

Opelousas  Alan  Dee  Einsel 

St.  Mark  (Opelousas)  Henry  Gage 

Ptaquemine  G.  B.  Cunningham 

Hurst  Chapel  Wilbur  G.  Davis,  Jr. 

St.  Luke's  Wilbur  G.  Davis,  Jr. 

797 

378 

548 

98 

37 

797 

378 

548 

98 

37 

175 

83 

121 

22 

8 

175 

83 

121 

22 

8 

2551 

1209 

1753 

314 

120 

2551 

1209 

1753 

314 

120 

80 

38 

55 

10 

4 

80 

38 

55 

10 

4 

27 

13 

19 

3 

1 

27 

13 

19 

3 

1 

263 

125 

181 

32 

12 

263 

125 

181 

32 

12 

182 

86 

125 

22 

9 

182 

86 

125 

22 

9 

1444 

685 

993 

178 

68 

1444 

685 

993 

178 

68 

67 

32 

46 

8 

3 

67 

32 

46 

8 

3 

35 

17 

24 

4 

2 

35 

17 

24 

4 

2 

638 

302 

438 

79 

30 

638 

302 

438 

79 

30 

45 

21 

31 

5 

2 

21 

31 

5 

2 

48 

23 

33 

6 

2 

48 

23 

33 

6 

2 

80 

38 

55 

10 

4 

80 

38 

55 

10 

4 

532 

252 

366 

66 

25 

532 

252 

366 

66 

25 

638 

302 

438 

79 

30 

638 

302 

438 

79 

30 

877 

416 

603 

108 

41 

877 

416 

603 

108 

41 

8479 

4020 

5829 

1044 

398 

99 

100 

100 

100 

100 

420 

203 

285 

60 

74 

+5 

+2 

-9 

same 

+2 

Port  Barre  John  W.  Guyre 

Krotz  Springs  John  W.  Guyre 

Waxia  John  W.  Guyre 

Mallalieu  (St.  Martinville)  Marshall  Wesley 

Mt.  Zion  Marshall  Wesley 

164 

91 

17 

193 

107 

164 

91 

17 

193 

107 

36 

20 

4 

42 

23 

36 

20 

4 

42 

23 

524 

292 

53 

616 

341 

524 

292 

53 

616 

341 

16 

9 

2 

19 

11 

16 

9 

2 

19 

11 

6 

3 

1 

7 

4 

3 

7 

4 

54 

30 

5 

64 

35 

30 

64 

35 

37 

21 

4 

44 

24 

21 

4 

44 

24 

296 

165 

30 

349 

193 

100 

165 

30 

349 

193 

14 

8 

1 

16 

9 

8 

1 

16 

9 

7 

4 
1 

8 

5 

4 
1 
8 

5 

131 

73 

13 

154 

85 

131 

73 

13 

154 

85 

9 

5 
1 

11 

6 

1 

11 

6 

10 

6 

1 

12 

6 

1 

12 

6 

16 

9 

2 

19 

11 

2 

19 

11 

109 

61 

11 

129 

71 

50 

11 

129 

75 

131 

73 

13 

154 

85 

131 

27 

13 

154 

85 

180 

100 

18 

212 

117 

180 

18 

212 

11? 

1740 

970 

177 

2049 

1133 

77 

77 

96 

100 

99 

64 

48 

9 

100 

78 

same 

-3 

same 

-1 

-1 

Fitzgerald  Marshall  Wesley 

St.  Peter  Obie  Southall 

Green  Obie  Southall 

Wiley  Obie  Southall 

St.  Paul's  O'Neal  Hardy 

36 

108 

31 

30 

71 

36 

108 

31 

30 

71 

8 

24 

7 

7 

16 

8 

24 

7 

7 

16 

115 

347 

99 

95 

227 

115 

347 

99 

95 

227 

4 

11 

3 

3 

7 

4 

11 

3 

3 

7 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

12 

36 

10 

10 

23 

12 

36 

10 

10 

23 

8 

25 

7 

7 

16 

8 

25 

7 

7 

65 

196 

56 

54 

128 

65 

196 

56 

54 

54 

3 

9 

3 

3 

6 

3 

9 

3 

3 

6 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

29 

87 

25 

24 

57 

29 

87 

25 

24 

57 

2 

6 

2 

2 

4 

2 

6 

2 

2 

2 

7 

2 

2 

4 

2 

7 

2 

2 

4 

11 

3 

3 

7 

4 

11 

3 

3 

24 

72 

21 

20 

47 

24 

72 

21 

20 

47 

29 

87 

25 

24 

57 

29 

87 

25 

24 

17 

39 

119 

34 

33 

78 

39 

119 

34 

33 

78 

383 

1154 

330 

319 

753 

100 

100 

100 

100 

81 

19 

95 

21 

22 

57 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 

St.  Joseph  O'Neal  Hardy 

St.  James  O'Neal  Hardy 

Scott  Chapel  W.  C.  August 

St.  Mark's,  Washington  Booker  T.  Branch 

14 

42 

293 

79 

14 

42 

293 

44 

3 

9 

64 

17 

64 

10 

46 

133 

938 

253 

46 

97 

938 

153 

1 

4 

29 

8 

29 

8 

1 

10 

3 

10 

1 

5 

14 

97 

26 

97 

3 

3 

9 

67 

18 

67 

5 

26 

75 

531 

143 

26 

300 

33 

1 

3 

25 

7 

25 

7 

1 

2 

13 

3 

13 

3 

12 

33 

235 

63 

158 

13 

1 

2 

16 

4 

16 

1 

3 

18 

5 

18 

5 

1 

4 

29 

8 

29 

10 

28 

196 

53 

50 

5 

12 

33 

235 

63 

150 

10 

16 

46 

322 

87 

322 

153 

441 

3118 

840 

57 

32 

83 

36 

13 

31 

172 

58 

same 

-1 

-2 

+1 

Lake  Charles 

District 

Dis 

Sup 

tenc 

F 

trict 

erin- 

ent's 

nd 

Epis 

F 

copal 

nd 

Clai 

Ch 

Tiants 

urch 

Min 

Sa 

mum 

ary 

Mass 

Commu¬ 

nication 

Fund 

Block 

College 

Fund 

Missional 

Priorities 

Fund 

World 

Service 

and 

Conference 

Benevolence 

General 

Adminis 

trotion 

Fund 

Juris¬ 

dictional 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Conference 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Inter- 

denom. 

Cooper¬ 

ation 

Fund 

Inter 

church 

Conf. 

Fund 

Tem¬ 
porary 
Gen  Aic 

Mmisteria 

Educ. 

Fund. 

Centenary 

College 

Fund 

Higher 

Education 

■a 

o 

a. 

a 

a 

< 

a 

o  £ 

jQ  • 

E  S 
1  ~ 

3 

C 

i 

fi 

"5  o 

i  5 

E  °- 

Church  and  Charge  Nome  of  Postor 

Ap. 

Pd 

Ap. 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap. 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap. 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

O 

Cameron  Minns  S.  Robertson 

Grand  Chenier  Minns  S.  Robertson 

Church  Point  Nathan  T.  Avant,  Jr. 

Maxie  Nathan  T.  Avant,  Jr. 

First,  Crowley  Abe  M.  Conerly 

298 

142 

139 

55 

hoc 

298 

142 

139 

55 

1100 

65 

31 

31 

12 

242 

65 

31 

31 

12 

242 

953 

455 

446 

176 

3519 

953 

455 

446 

176 

3519 

30 

14 

14 

110 

30 

14 

14 

6 

110 

10 

5 

5 

2 

37 

5 

2 

37 

98 

47 

46 

18 

363 

10 

47 

18 

10 

68 

32 

32 

13 

251 

68 

32 

13 

5 

539 

258 

252 

100 

1993 

539 

258 

200 

100 

1993 

25 

12 

12 

5 

92 

25 

12 

12 

5 

92 

13 

6 

6 

2 

48 

13 

6 

6 

2 

48 

238 

114 

111 

44 

880 

238 

114 

111 

44 

600 

17 

8 

8 

3 

62 

17 

8 

3 

62 

18 

9 

8 

3 

67 

9 

3 

5 

30 

14 

14 

6 

110 

30 

14 

6 

110 

199 

95 

93 

37 

735 

50 

95 

37 

600 

238 

114 

111 

44 

880 

114 

44 

400 

327 

156 

153 

61 

1710 

327 

156 

575 

3166 

1512 

1481 

587 

11699 

85 

100 

65 

89 

81 

148 

56 

62 

16 

617 

+3 

+2 

-1 

-5 

-22 

tbenezer  Richard  H.  Humphries 

Wesley,  Crowley  Richard  H.  Humphries 

OeQuincy  Eddie  E.  Morgan 

First,  DeRidder  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 

Wesley,  DeRidder  Arthur  M.  Baker 

19b 

160 

640 

1693 

374 

19b 

160 

640 

1693 

374 

43 

35 

141 

372 

82 

43 

35 

141 

372 

82 

628 

512 

2047 

5416 

1197 

628 

512 

2047 

5416 

1197 

20 

16 

64 

169 

37 

20 

16 

64 

169 

37 

7 

5 

22 

58 

13 

7 

5 

22 

58 

13 

65 

53 

211 

559 

123 

65 

53 

211 

559 

123 

45 

37 

146 

386 

85 

45 

37 

146 

386 

85 

356 

290 

1159 

3067 

678 

356 

290 

1159 

3067 

678 

16 

13 

54 

142 

31 

16 

13 

54 

142 

31 

9 

7 

28 

74 

16 

9 

7 

28 

74 

16 

157 

128 

512 

1354 

299 

157 

128 

513 

1354 

299 

11 

9 

36 

95 

21 

11 

9 

36 

95 

71 

12 

10 

39 

103 

73 

12 

10 

39 

103 

73 

20 

16 

64 

169 

37 

20 

16 

64 

169 

37 

131 

107 

427 

1131 

750 

131 

107 

427 

1131 

250 

157 

128 

512 

1354 

799 

157 

128 

512 

1354 

799 

216 

176 

704 

1862 

216 

336 

704 

1862 

2089 

1702 

6806 

18004 

100 

100 

100 

100 

105 

97 

304 

635 

+3 

same 

-4 

-1 

Merryville  Arthur  M.  Baker 

Elizabeth  C.  A.  Jordan 

Hopewell  C.  A.  Jordan 

Pine  Grove  C.  A.  Jordan 

Elton  Richard  E.  Walton 

14C 

149 

158 

26 

244 

140 

149 

158 

26 

244 

31 

33 

35 

6 

54 

31 

33 

35 

6 

54 

447 

478 

507 

84 

781 

447 

478 

507 

84 

781 

14 

15 

16 
3 

24 

14 

15 

16 
3 

24 

5 

5 

5 

1 

8 

5 

5 

1 

46 

49 

52 

9 

81 

49 

52 

9 

32 

34 

36 

6 

56 

34 

36 

253 

271 

287 

48 

442 

253 

271 

287 

48 

442 

12 

13 

13 

2 

20 

13 

13 

2 

6 

7 

7 

1 

11 

7 

7 

1 

112 

119 

127 

21 

195 

112 

119 

127 

21 

8 

8 

9 

1 

14 

8 

9 

1 

9 

9 

10 

2 

15 

9 

10 

2 

14 

15 

16 
3 

74 

15 

16 
3 

93 

100 

106 

18 

100 

106 

18 

112 

119 

127 

21 

119 

127 

21 

154 

164 

174 

29 

154 

164 

174 

29 

1488 

1588 

1685 

281 

75' 

100 

100 

97 

J.-84 

63 

82 

17 

+7 

-1 

-2 

same 

Basile  Richard  E.  Walton 

Eunice  George  A.  McVay 

Ville  Platte  George  A.  McVay 

Fairview  Finas  P.  Corie 

Sweet  Lake  Finas  P.  Corie 

64 

587 

79 

190 

172 

64 

587 

79 

190 

172 

14 

129 

17 

42 

38 

7 

129 

17 

42 

38 

204 

1877 

254 

608 

551 

204 

1877 

254 

608 

551 

6 

59 

8 

19 

17 

6 

59 

8 

19 

17 

2 

20 

3 

6 

6 

20 

3 

6 

6 

21 

194 

26 

63 

57 

20 

26 

63 

57 

15 

134 

18 

43 

39 

123 

18 

43 

39 

116 

1063 

144 

344 

312 

116 

1063 

144 

344 

312 

5 

49 

7 

16 

14 

4 

49 

7 

16 

14 

3 

26 

3 

8 

8 

26 

3 

8 

8 

51 

469 

63 

152 

138 

51 

469 

63 

152 

138 

4 

33 

4 

11 

10 

11 

4 

36 

5 

12 

10 

5 

12 

10 

6 

59 

8 

19 

17 

59 

8 

19 

17 

43 

392 

53 

127 

115 

304 

53 

127 

115 

51 

469 

63 

152 

138 

313 

63 

152 

138 

70 

645 

87 

209 

189 

25 

645 

87 

209 

189 

679 

6241 

842 

2021 

1831 

71 

93 

99 

100 
99 

30 

300 

39 

71 

79 

+1 

+1 

-2 

-4 

+12 

Gueydan  John  R.  Scott-Welch 

Iowa  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 

Hayes  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 

First,  Jennings  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

Trinity,  Jennings  Thomas  A.  Wilson 

441 

344 

84 

887 

256 

441 

344 

84 

887 

256 

97 

76 

18 

195 

56 

97 

76 

18 

195 

56 

1410 

1100 

266 

2839 

820 

1410 

1100 

266 

2839 

820 

44 

34 

9 

89 

26 

44 

34 

9 

89 

26 

15 

12 

3 

30 

9 

15 

12 

3 

30 

145 

113 

27 

293 

85 

145 

113 

27 

293 

100 

78 

19 

202 

58 

100 

28 

19 

202 

799 

623 

151 

1608 

464 

799 

623 

151 

1608 

464 

37 

29 

7 

75 

22 

37 

29 

7 

75 

22 

19 

15 

4 

39 

11 

19 

15 

4 

39 

11 

353 

275 

67 

710 

205 

353 

275 

67 

710 

205 

25 

19 

5 

50 

14 

25 

5 

50 

27 

21 

5 

54 

16 

27 

21 

5 

54 

44 

34 

9 

89 

76 

44 

34 

56 

89 

76 

294 

230 

56 

593 

171 

294 

230 

56 

593 

171 

353 

275 

67 

710 

205 

353 

275 

67 

710 

706 

485 

378 

91 

976 

78? 

485 

378 

91 

1158 

282 

4688 

3656 

888 

9439 

2726 

100 

98 

100 

100 

94 

216 

205 

36 

502 

113 

same 

-2 

same 

+35 

Kinder  Dorothy  McGowen 

Oberlin  Dorothy  McGowen 

Lake  Arthur  Allan  Stackhouse 

First,  Lake  Charles  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr. 

Oak  Park  John  E.  Scarf 

271 

85 

415 

3460 

619 

271 

85 

415 

3460 

619 

60 

19 

91 

761 

136 

60 

19 

91 

761 

136 

867 

272 

1327 

11071 

1981 

867 

272 

1327 

11071 

1981 

27 

9 

41 

346 

62 

27 

9 

41 

346 

62 

9 

3 

14 

118 

21 

9 

14 

118 

89 

28 

137 

1142 

204 

89 

137 

1142 

62 

19 

95 

789 

141 

62 

95 

789 

491 

154 

751 

6269 

1122 

491 

75 

751 

6269 

1122 

23 

7 

35 

291 

5? 

23 

4 

35 

291 

5? 

12 

4 

18 

152 

27 

12 

2 

18 

152 

27 

217 

68 

332 

2768 

495 

217 

34 

332 

2768 

495 

15 

5 

23 

194 

35 

15 

23 

194 

35 

16 

5 

25 

210 

38 

16 

25 

210 

27 

9 

41 

346 

6? 

27 

41 

346 

8? 

181 

57 

277 

2311 

181 

277 

2311 

217 

68 

332 

2768 

217 

34 

332 

2768 

298 

94 

456 

3806 

456 

3806 

2882 

906 

4410 

36802 

89 

59 

100 

100 

131 

36 

209 

1674 

-2 

-1 

-49 

+7 

St.  Luke  Darrell  E.  Mount 

Simpson  Rupert  0.  Coles 

University,  Lk.  Charles  Sale  T.  Lilly.  Jr. 

Warren  Richard  H.  Harry 

First,  Leesville  John  A.  Johns 

488 

944 

3286 

717 

839 

488 

944 

3286 

717 

839 

107 

208 

723 

158 

185 

107 

208 

723 

158 

185 

1561 

3020 

10515 

2295 

2684 

1561 

3020 

10515 

2295 

2684 

49 

94 

329 

72 

84 

49 

94 

329 

72 

84 

17 

32 

112 

24 

29 

17 

32 

112 

29 

161 

311 

1084 

237 

277 

161 

150 

1084 

277 

111 

215 

749 

164 

191 

111 

150 

749 

188 

884 

1710 

5954 

1300 

1520 

884 

1200 

5954 

855 

1520 

41 

79 

276 

60 

70 

41 

10 

276 

60 

70 

21 

42 

145 

32 

37 

21 

42 

145 

32 

37 

390 

755 

2629 

574 

671 

390 

310 

2629 

574 

671 

27 

53 

184 

40 

47 

27 

10 

184 

20 

30 

57 

200 

44 

51 

30 

10 

200 

13 

51 

49 

94 

329 

72 

84 

49 

10 

329 

36 

84 

326 

630 

2195 

479 

560 

326 

310 

2195 

240 

560 

390 

755 

2629 

574 

671 

390 

654 

2629 

274 

671 

537 

1038 

3615 

789 

973 

537 

500 

3615 

524 

973 

5189 

10037 

34954 

7631 

8923 

100 

77 

100 

77 

99 

198 

364 

1822 

407 

370 

+5 

-121 

same 

-48 

-8 

Holly  Grove  John  A.  Johns 

Mt.  Zion  (Leesville)  Curtis  Archie 

Macedonia  Curtis  Archie 

Maplewood  Terry  C.  Willis 

Moss  Bluff  Robert  Ford 

98 

131 

79 

678 

323 

98 

18 

79 

678 

323 

21 

29 

17 

149 

71 

21 

29 

17 

149 

71 

312 

421 

254 

2168 

1035 

312 

254 

2168 

1035 

10 

13 

8 

68 

32 

10 

13 

8 

68 

32 

3 

4 
3 

23 

11 

3 

4 

3 

23 

11 

32 

43 

26 

224 

107 

32 

43 

26 

224 

107 

22 

30 

18 

154 

74 

22 

30 

18 

154 

74 

177 

238 

144 

1228 

586 

177 

238 

144 

1228 

586 

8 

11 

7 

57 

27 

8 

11 

7 

57 

27 

4 

6 

3 

30 

14 

4 

6 

3 

30 

14 

78 

105 

64 

542 

259 

78 

105 

64 

542 

259 

5 

7 

4 

38 

18 

5 

7 

4 

38 

18 

6 

8 

5 

41 

20 

6 

8 

5 

41 

20 

10 

13 

8 

68 

32 

10 

13 

8 

68 

3? 

65 

88 

53 

453 

716 

65 

53 

453 

716 

78 

105 

64 

542 

259 

78 

64 

542 

259 

107 

145 

87 

745 

356 

107 

145 

87 

745 

356 

1036 

1397 

844 

7208 

3440 

100 

48 

100 

100 

100 

55 

84 

47 

336 

703 

+2 

+1 

-9 

+24 

+26 

Oakdale  EskelL.  Tatum 

Pine  Prairie  Eskel  L.  Tatum 

Prospect  Bill  Moon 

Hornbeck  Bill  Moon 

Raymond  Douglas  L.  Davis 

483 

41 

170 

79 

249 

483 

41 

170 

79 

249 

106 

9 

37 

17 

55 

106 

9 

37 

17 

55 

1546 

132 

544 

253 

798 

1546 

132 

544 

253 

798 

48 

4 

17 

8 

25 

48 

4 

17 

8 

25 

16 

1 

6 

3 

8 

6 

3 

8 

159 

14 

56 

26 

82 

159 

14 

56 

26 

82 

110 

9 

39 

18 

57 

39 

18 

57 

875 

75 

308 

143 

452 

875 

76 

308 

143 

339 

41 

3 

14 

7 

21 

41 

3 

14 

7 

21 

21 

2 

7 

3 

11 

21 

2 

7 

3 

11 

386 

33 

136 

63 

199 

386 

33 

136 

63 

199 

27 

2 

10 

4 

14 

27 

2 

10 

4 

14 

29 

3 

10 

5 

15 

29 

10 

5 

15 

48 

4 

17 

8 

25 

48 

4 

17 

8 

75 

323 

28 

114 

53 

187 

323 

14 

114 

53 

167 

386 

33 

136 

63 

199 

386 

33 

136 

63 

107 

531 

45 

187 

87 

774 

316 

2 

187 

173 

774 

5135 

438 

1808 

840 

2651 

94 

87 

100 

100 

93 

248 

12 

88 

33 

110 

-1 

-4 

same 

same 

lota  Douglas  L.  Davis 

Rayne  John  M.  Downs 

Branch  John  M.  Downs 

Roanoke  Homer  V.  Bailes 

Squyres  Donald  M.  R isinger 

77 

380 

49 

399 

77 

380 

49 

399 

17 

84 

11 

88 

17 

84 

11 

88 

247 

1216 

156 

1277 

247 

1216 

156 

1277 

8 

38 

5 

40 

8 

38 

5 

40 

3 

13 
2 

14 

3 

13 

2 

25 

125 

16 

132 

25 

125 

16 

18 

87 

11 

91 

18 

87 

11 

140 

689 

89 

723 

140 

689 

89 

723 

6 

32 

4 

34 

6 

32 

4 

3 

17 

2 

18 

3 

17 

2 

18 

62 

304 

39 

319 

62 

305 

39 

319 

4 

21 

3 

22 

4 

21 

3 

5 

23 

3 

24 

5 

23 

3 

8 

38 

5 

40 

38 

5 

51 

254 

33 

266 

51 

254 

33 

266 

62 

304 

39 

319 

62 

304 

39 

319 

85 

418 

54 

439 

85 

418 

54 

439 

821 

4043 

521 

4245 

99 

100 

100 

92 

30 

205 

26 

164 

43 

+4 

+1 

+1 

+3 

Henning  Memorial  Beverly  E.  Bond 

Wesley.  Sulphur  W.  A.  Haskell 

Hackberry  W.  A.  Haskell 

Vinton  Carolyn  Pullen 

Welsh  T.  M.  Lancaster 

1956 

611 

65 

382 

660 

1956 

611 

65 

382 

660 

430 

134 

14 

84 

145 

430 

134 

14 

84 

145 

6259 

1955 

206 

1221 

2111 

6259 

1955 

206 

1221 

2111 

196 

61 

6 

38 

66 

196 

61 

6 

38 

66 

66 

21 

2 

13 

22 

21 

2 

13 

22 

645 

202 

21 

126 

218 

250 

202 

21 

126 

446 

139 

15 

87 

150 

139 
.  15 
87 

3544 

1107 

117 

691 

1195 

3544 

924 

117 

691 

1195 

164 

51 

5 

32 

55 

164 

51 

5 

32 

55 

86 

27 

3 

17 

29 

86 

27 

3 

17 

29 

1565 

489 

52 

305 

528 

1400 

398 

52 

305 

528 

110 

34 

4 

21 

37 

34 

4 

21 

119 

37 

4 

23 

40 

25 

37 

4 

23 

40 

196 

61 

6 

38 

66 

196 

61 

6 

38 

1306 

408 

43 

255 

441 

800 

408 

43 

255 

441 

1565 

489 

52 

305 

578 

1565 

489 

52 

305 

528 

2151 

672 

71 

420 

776 

2000 

672 

71 

420 

776 

20804 

6498 

686 

4058 

7017 

91 

96 

100 

100 

94 

1121 

293 

37 

220 

306 

+49 

+5 

same 

-2 

-4 

Jones  Chapel  Willie  B.  Sweat 

Mallalieu  Willie  B.  Sweat 

Trinity  Willie  B.  Sweat 

Westlake_ Arbv  W.  Coodv 

115 

85 

26 

Ml 

115 

63 

26 

.482 

25 

19 

6 

.  106 

25 

19 

6 

106 

367 

271 

84 

1544 

367 

201 

84 

—1544 

11 

8 

3 

48. 

11 

8 

3 

48. 

4 

3 

1 

4 

1 

lfi. 

38 

28 

9 

,159 

38 

9 

159 

26 

19 

6 

L1Q 

26 

6 

11(1 

208 

153 

48 

814. 

208 

48 

874. 

10 

7 

2 

41 

10 

2 

4J 

4 

1 

21 

5 

1 

21 

92 

68 

21 

3Rfi 

92 

28 

21 

3fifi 

6 

5 

1 

27 

6 

5 

1 

77 

7 

5 

2 

79 

7 

2 

29 

11 

8 

3 

48 

11 

8 

3 

48 

77 

57 

18 

.322 

77 

37 

18 

322 

92 

68 

21 

386 

92 

21 

386 

126 

93 

29 

126 

93 

29 

1220 

901 

281 

100 

52 

100 

71 

60 

18 

same 

+2 

+3 

Monroe  District 

District 
Superin¬ 
tendent  s 
Fund 

Episcopal 

Fund 

Claimants 

Church 

Minimum 

Salary 

Mass 

Commu¬ 

nication 

Fund 

Black 

College 

Fugd 

M'ssional 

Priorities 

Fund 

World 

Service 

and 

Conference 

Jenevolences 

General 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Juris¬ 

dictional 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Conference 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Inter- 

denom 

Cooper 

otion 

Fund 

Inter¬ 

church 

Conf. 

Fund 

Tem¬ 
porary 
Gen  Aid 

Ministerial 

Educ 

Fund 

Centenary 

College 

Fund 

Higher 

Education 

< 

O 

■g 

5 

a. 

a 

a 

< 

a. 

-E 

£ 

r7 
£  o 

5  - 

5 

0.1 

"5  o 

is 

E  °- 

Jt 

Church  ond  Chorge  Nome  of  Postor 

Ap. 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

First,  Bastrop  Ira  M.  Robinson 

Collinston  Ira  M.  Robinson 

Memorial,  Bastrop  George  H.  Sherman,  Jr. 

Mer  Rouge  George  H.  Sherman,  Jr. 

1388 

147 

493 

297 

94 

1388 

147 

493 

297 

94 

305 

32 

109 

65 

?1 

305 

32 

109 

65 

71 

4441 

470 

1579 

949 

302 

4441 

470 

1579 

949 

302 

139 

15 

49 

30 

9 

139 

15 

49 

30 

9 

47 

5 

17 

10 

3 

47 

5 

17 

10 

458 

48 

163 

98 

21 

75 

48 

163 

98 

316 

33 

112 

68 

?? 

316 

33 

112 

68 

2515 

266 

894 

537 

171 

2515 
266 
894 
537 
.  ELL 

117 

12 

41 

25 

117 

12 

41 

25 

61 

6 

22 

13 

4 

61 

6 

22 

13 

1110 

117 

395 

237 

75 

1110 

117 

395 

237 

78 

8 

28 

17 

s 

8 

17 

84 

9 

30 

18 

6 

84 

9 

30 

18 

139 

15 

49 

30 

9 

139 

15 

49 

30 

927 

98 

330 

198 

83 

400 

98 

330 

198 

1110 

117 

395 

237 

75 

1110 

117 

145 

237 

1527 

161 

543 

326 

104 

1527 

161 

143 

326 

4762 

1559 

5249 

3155 

100? 

94 

100 

88 

100 

46 

710 

70 

228 

151 

53 

-25 

-5 

+3 

same 

+2 

Columbia  E.  Eugene  Kimble 

Hebert  E.  Eugene  Kimble 

Delhi  James  W.  Jones 

Epps  Sherman  L.  Beird 

Floyd  Sherman  L.  Beird 

526 

100 

680 

185 

75 

513 

100 

680 

185 

75 

116 

22 

150 

41 

17 

126 

22 

150 

41 

17 

1682 

321 

2177 

591 

240 

1822 

321 

2177 

591 

240 

53 

10 

68 

18 

8 

57 

10 

68 

18 

8 

18 

3 

23 

6 

3 

3 

23 

6 

3 

173 

33 

224 

61 

25 

224 

25 

120 

23 

155 

42 

17 

23 

155 

42 

17 

953 

182 

1233 

335 

136 

874 

182 

1233 

335 

136 

44 

8 

57 

16 

6 

40 

8 

57 

16 

6 

23 

4 

30 

8 

3 

21 

4 

30 

8 

3 

421 

80 

544 

148 

60 

386 

80 

544 

148 

60 

29 

6 

38 

10 

4 

38 

10 

4 

32 

6 

41 

11 

5 

6 

41 

11 

5 

53 

10 

68 

18 

8 

2 

68 

18 

8 

351 

67 

454 

123 

50 

92 

67 

454 

123 

50 

421 

80 

544 

148 

60 

138 

80 

544 

100 

60 

578 

110 

748 

203 

83 

110 

748 

203 

83 

5593 

1065 

7234 

1964 

800 

77 

95 

100 

94 

100 

237 

64 

271 

89 

46 

+1 

+5 

-12 

+4 

same 

Pioneer  Sherman  L.  Beird 

Ferriday  Edwin  H.  House,  Jr. 

Gilbert  William  M.  Conatser 

Boeuf  Prairie  William  M.  Conatser 

Grayson  Wayne  Flowers 

130 

677 

145 

184 

207 

130 

677 

145 

138 

207 

29 

149 

32 

41 

45 

29 

149 

32 

31 

45 

416 

2166 

464 

590 

661 

416 

2166 

464 

443 

661 

13 

68 

15 

18 

21 

13 
68 
15 

14 
21 

4 

23 

5 

6 

7 

23 

5 

5 

7 

43 

223 

48 

61 

68 

223 

68 

30 

154 

33 

42 

47 

154 

33 

32 

47 

235 

1226 

263 

334 

374 

235 

1226 

263 

251 

374 

11 

57 

12 

15 

17 

11 

57 

12 

11 

17 

6 

30 

6 

8 

9 

6 

30 

6 

6 

9 

104 

541 

116 

147 

165 

104 

541 

116 

110 

166 

7 
38 

8 
10 
12 

8 

12 

8 

41 

9 

11 

13 

41 

9 

8 

13 

13 

68 

15 

18 

21 

13 
68 
15 

14 

21 

87 

452 

97 

123 

138 

87 

452 

97 

92 

138 

104 

541 

116 

147 

165 

541 

116 

147 

165 

143 

745 

160 

203 

227 

745 

160 

152 

227 

1383 

7199 

1544 

1958 

2197 

76 

99 

96 

75 

100 

56 

328 

77 

115 

84 

+2 

-6 

-5 

-3 

+4 

Kelly  Wayne  Flowers 

Kilbourne  Joe  D.  Soloman 

Locust  Grove  Joe  0.  Solomon 

Lake  Providence  Wallace  P.  Blackwood 

Mangham  W.  W.  Bevill 

70 

283 

104 

721 

221 

70 

283 

104 

721 

221 

15 

62 

23 

159 

49 

15 

62 

23 

159 

49 

224 

907 

334 

2308 

707 

224 

907 

334 

2308 

707 

7 

28 

10 

72 

22 

7 

28 

10 

72 

22 

2 

10 

4 

25 

8 

2 

10 

4 

25 

8 

23 

94 

34 

238 

73 

23 

94 

34 

238 

73 

16 

65 

24 

164 

50 

16 

65 

24 

164 

50 

127 

513 

189 

1307 

400 

127 

513 

189 

1307 

400 

6 

24 

9 

61 

19 

6 

24 

9 

61 

19 

3 

12 

5 

32 

10 

3 

12 

5 

32 

10 

56 

227 

84 

577 

177 

56 

227 

84 

577 

177 

4 

16 

6 

40 

12 

4 

16 

6 

40 

12 

4 

17 

6 

44 

13 

4 

17 

6 

44 

13 

7 

28 

10 

72 

22 

7 

28 

10 

72 

22 

47 

189 

70 

482 

148 

47 

189 

70 

482 

148 

56 

227 

84 

577 

177 

227 

84 

577 

177 

77 

312 

115 

793 

243 

77 

312 

115 

793 

243 

744 

3014 

1111 

7672 

2351 

92 

100 

100 

100 

100 

41 

156 

74 

317 

128 

same 

+5 

-1 

-7 

+17 

Crowville  W.  W.  Bevill 

First,  Monroe  W.  Odell  Simmons 

Memorial,  Monroe  Paul  C.  Carroll 

Reville  Douglas  T.  Williams,  Sr. 

Crew  Lake  Oouglas  T.  Williams,  Sr. 

190 

3428 

1183 

284 

288 

190 

3428 

1183 

284 

288 

42 

754 

260 

63 

63 

42 

754 

260 

63 

63 

607 

10970 

3787 

910 

922 

607 

10970 

3787 

913 

922 

19 

343 

118 

28 

29 

19 

343 

118 

28 

29 

6 

117 

40 

10 

10 

6 

117 

40 

63 

1131 

391 

94 

95 

63 

1131 

391 

43 

782 

270 

65 

66 

43 

782 

270 

344 

6212 

2144 

515 

522 

344 

6212 

2144 

522 

16 

288 

99 

24 

24 

16 

288 

99 

8 

151 

52 

13 

13 

8 

151 

52 

152 

2743 

947 

228 

230 

152 

2743 

947 

230 

11 

192 

66 

16 

16 

11 

192 

66 

12 

208 

72 

17 

18 

12 

208 

72 

19 

343 

118 

28 

29 

19 

343 

18 

127 

2290 

791 

190 

192 

127 

2290 

791 

152 

2743 

947 

228 

230 

152 

2743 

947 

10 

230 

209 

3771 

1302 

313 

317 

209 

3457 

1302 

317 

2020 

6466 

2587 

3026 

3064 

100 

99 

100 

43 

89 

99 

1749 

516 

119 

174 

-1 

+64 

+3 

-3 

-9 

St.  James  Alonzo  Campbell 

Mt.  Olive  Alonzo  Campbell 

St.  Mark's,  Monroe  Robert  L.  Burgess 

Little  Creek  Robert  L.  Burgess 

St.  Paul  Robert  S.  Murray 

351 

148 

409 

98 

117 

351 

148 

409 

98 

117 

77 

33 

90 

22 

26 

77 

33 

90 

22 

26 

1124 

475 

1309 

315 

374 

1124 

475 

1309 

315 

374 

35 

15 

41 

10 

12 

35 

15 

41 

10 

12 

12 

5 

14 

3 

4 

12 

5 

14 

4 

116 

49 

135 

32 

38 

116 

49 

135 

3 

38 

80 

34 

93 

22 

27 

80 

34 

93 

4 

27 

636 

269 

741 

178 

212 

636 

269 

741 

105 

212 

29 

12 

34 

8 

10 

29 

12 

34 

4 

10 

16 

7 

18 

4 

5 

16 

7 

18 

2 

5 

291 

119 

327 

79 

84 

291 

119 

327 

11 

84 

20 

8 

23 

6 

6 

20 

8 

23 

2 

6 

21 

9 

25 

6 

21 

9 

25 

3 

35 

15 

41 

10 

12 

35 

15 

41 

4 

12 

235 

99 

273 

66 

78 

235 

99 

273 

3 

78 

375 

119 

327 

79 

306 

375 

119 

327 

5 

306 

386 

163 

450 

108 

129 

515 

163 

488 

129 

4980 

1579 

4350 

1046 

1440 

100 

100 

100 

57 

00 

153 

72 

282 

71 

66 

-15 

+1 

+16 

+5 

-2 

St.  Paul's,  Monroe  Stone  W.  Caraway 

2073 

2073 

456 

456 

6634 

6634 

207 

207 

70 

70 

684 

684 

473 

473 

3757 

3757 

174 

74 

91 

91 

659 

659 

116 

116 

126 

26 

207 

207 

385 

385 

659 

659 

2280 

2280 

2051 

00 

134 

+36 
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Monroe  District 

(Continued) 

District 
Superin¬ 
tendent  s 
Fund 

Episcopol 

Fund 

Claimants 

Church 

Minimum 

Solary 

Moss 

Commu¬ 

nication 

Fund 

Block 

College 

Fund 

Missional 

Priorities 

Fund 

World 

Service 

and 

Conference 

Benevolences 

Generol 

Adminis 

trotion 

Fund 

Juris¬ 

dictional 

Adminis 

trotion 

Fund 

Conference 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Inter- 

denom 

Cooper 

ation 

Fund 

Inter 

church 

Conf 

Fund 

Tem¬ 
porary 
Gen  AiC 

Ministerial 

Educ. 

Fund. 

Centenary 

College 

Fund 

Higher 

Education 

< 

a 

a. 

o 

a 

a 

a. 

£ 

i  ® 

3 

C 

i 
a  I 

■f  o 

i  i 

Church  ond  Chorge 

Name  of  Pastor 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

O 

i= 

It 

Southside 

Lea  Joyner 

2568 

2568 

565 

565 

8218 

8218 

257 

257 

87 

87 

847 

700 

586 

586 

4653 

4653 

216 

216 

113 

113 

2055 

2203 

144 

75 

156 

169 

257 

257 

1716 

1000 

2055 

800 

2825 

1700 

27318 

89 

1962 

+61 

Newellton 

David  M.  Bonner 

352 

352 

77 

77 

1127 

35 

12 

116 

80 

638 

30 

15 

282 

20 

21 

3b 

23b 

282 

38/ 

3744 

12 

10/ 

same 

Oak  Grove 

Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr. 

527 

527 

116 

116 

1687 

1687 

53 

53 

18 

18 

174 

174 

120 

955 

44 

44 

23 

23 

422 

422 

30 

32 

32 

53 

53 

352 

352 

422 

400 

580 

500 

5608 

/9 

22/ 

-4 

Forest 

Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr. 

65 

65 

14 

14 

207 

207 

6 

6 

2 

21 

15 

117 

5 

5 

3 

3 

52 

52 

4 

4 

6 

43 

52 

30 

n 

71 

687 

66 

2/ 

same 

Oak  Ridge 

James  £.  Wilson 

m 

206 

45 

45 

661 

661 

21 

21 

7 

7 

68 

68 

47 

47 

374 

374 

17 

17 

9 

9 

16b 

16b 

12 

i3 

13 

21 

21 

138 

138 

165 

165 

221 

22/ 

21% 

99 

100 

-6 

Rayville 

William  E.  Nolan 

931 

931 

205 

205 

2979 

2979 

93 

93 

32 

32 

307 

307 

212 

212 

1687 

1687 

78 

78 

41 

41 

/4b 

/4b 

52 

5/ 

5/ 

93 

93 

622 

622 

/4b 

/4b 

1024 

1024 

9903 

99 

412 

same 

Holly  Ridge 

William  E.  Nolan 

75 

75 

17 

17 

241 

241 

8 

8 

3 

3 

25 

25 

17 

17 

137 

137 

6 

6 

3 

3 

60 

60 

4 

4 

b 

b 

8 

8 

50 

50 

60 

60 

83 

83 

802 

100 

32 

-6 

St.  Andrew's 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr. 

369 

369 

81 

81 

1180 

1180 

37 

37 

13 

13 

122 

122 

84 

84 

668 

668 

31 

31 

16 

16 

29b 

29b 

21 

22 

22 

3/ 

3/ 

246 

246 

295 

295 

406 

406 

3923 

99 

180 

+3 

Bartholomew 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr. 

77 

77 

17 

17 

246 

246 

8 

8 

3 

3 

25 

7 

18 

18 

139 

139 

6 

6 

3 

3 

62 

62 

4 

b 

5 

8 

8 

51 

51 

62 

55 

85 

85 

819 

96 

40 

same 

St.  Joseph 

A.  Douglas  Madden 

199 

199 

44 

44 

638 

638 

20 

20 

7 

66 

3 

45 

361 

361 

17 

17 

9 

9 

159 

110 

11 

6 

12 

6 

20 

10 

133 

133 

159 

219 

219 

2119 

84 

84 

+3 

Wesley 

A.  Douglas  Madden 

57 

57 

13 

13 

183 

183 

6 

6 

2 

19 

2 

13 

103 

103 

5 

3 

46 

3 

3 

6 

38 

38 

46 

63 

63 

609 

77 

20 

same 

Sicily  Island 

Heaton  B.  Crammer 

401 

401 

88 

88 

1284 

1284 

40 

40 

14 

14 

132 

132 

91 

91 

727 

727 

34 

34 

18 

18 

321 

321 

22 

22 

24 

24 

40 

40 

268 

268 

321 

321 

441 

441 

4266 

100 

224 

-10 

Harrisonburg 

Heaton  B.  Crammer 

108 

108 

24 

24 

346 

346 

11 

11 

4 

4 

36 

36 

25 

25 

196 

196 

9 

9 

b 

5 

8/ 

8/ 

6 

6 

7 

7 

11 

11 

n 

/? 

8/ 

8/ 

119 

119 

1153 

100 

50 

same 

Tallulah 

Ned  L.  Stout 

914 

914 

201 

201 

2925 

2925 

91 

91 

31 

31 

302 

302 

208 

208 

1657 

1657 

77 

77 

40 

40 

731 

731 

51 

51 

56 

56 

91 

91 

611 

611 

731 

731 

1006 

1006 

9723 

100 

497 

+  14 

Union 

Jack  H.  Midyett 

80 

80 

18 

18 

255 

255 

8 

8 

3 

3 

26 

18 

18 

145 

145 

7 

7 

4 

4 

64 

64 

4 

4 

5 

5 

8 

8 

53 

53 

64 

64 

88 

88 

850 

96 

39 

-3 

Washington 

Joe  Brown 

159 

159 

35 

35 

509 

509 

16 

16 

5 

5 

53 

53 

36 

36 

288 

288 

13 

13 

7 

7 

127 

127 

9 

9 

10 

10 

16 

16 

106 

106 

127 

127 

1/5 

175 

1691 

100 

105 

+4 

Mt.  Sinai 

Joe  Brown 

73 

73 

16 

16 

233 

233 

7 

7 

2 

2 

24 

24 

17 

17 

132 

132 

6 

6 

3 

3 

58 

58 

4 

4 

4 

4 

7 

7 

49 

49 

58 

58 

80 

80 

773 

100 

45 

-1 

Mt.  Nebo 

Joe  Brown 

53 

53 

12 

12 

168 

168 

5 

5 

2 

2 

17 

17 

12 

12 

95 

95 

4 

4 

2 

2 

42 

42 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

5 

35 

35 

42 

42 

58 

58 

558 

100 

32 

same 

Lawson  Chapel 

Joe  Brown 

38 

38 

8 

8 

122 

122 

4 

4 

1 

1 

13 

13 

9 

9 

69 

69 

3 

3 

2 

2 

31 

31 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2b 

2b 

31 

31 

42 

42 

406 

100 

25 

same 

St.  Peter 

* 

68 

10 

15 

5 

216 

160 

7 

7 

2 

22 

5 

15 

123 

10 

6 

3 

3 

54 

4 

4 

7 

45 

54 

/4 

719 

28 

39 

same 

Vidalia 

Steven  W.  Caraway 

558 

558 

123 

123 

1784 

1784 

56 

56 

19 

19 

184 

184 

127 

127 

1010 

1010 

47 

47 

25 

25 

446 

446 

31 

31 

34 

34 

56 

56 

3/2 

372 

446 

446 

613 

613 

5931 

100 

2/8 

+  10 

Waterproof 

Walter  W.  Garriott 

269 

269 

59 

59 

862 

785 

27 

22 

9 

6 

89 

61 

38 

488 

374 

23 

23 

12 

12 

21b 

173 

1b 

16 

9 

2/ 

14 

180 

180 

215 

20 

296 

2863 

/3 

134 

+1 

Clayton 

Walter  W.  Garriott 

61 

61 

13 

13 

194 

194 

6 

6 

2 

20 

14 

110 

110 

5 

5 

3 

3 

48 

48 

3 

4 

6 

40 

38 

48 

6/ 

67 

644 

85 

38 

-1 

Asbury  (West  Monroe) 

Larry  O'Dell 

429 

429 

94 

94 

1374 

1374 

43 

43 

15 

15 

142 

98 

98 

778 

778 

36 

36 

19 

19 

343 

343 

24 

24 

26 

26 

43 

43 

287 

287 

343 

343 

472 

472 

4566 

96 

205 

+8 

Claiborne 

W.  Ed  Parks 

407 

407 

89 

89 

1301 

1301 

41 

41 

14 

134 

93 

737 

737 

34 

34 

18 

18 

325 

325 

23 

25 

41 

41 

272 

136 

325 

325 

447 

292 

4326 

87 

175 

+5 

Wilhite 

W.  Ed  Parks 

60 

60 

13 

13 

193 

193 

6 

6 

2 

2 

20 

14 

14 

109 

109 

5 

5 

3 

3 

48 

48 

3 

4 

6 

6 

40 

40 

48 

48 

66 

640 

86 

38 

-1 

First,  West  Monroe 

Roy  E.  Mouser 

2091 

2091 

460 

460 

6690 

6690 

209 

209 

71 

71 

690 

690 

477 

477 

3788 

3788 

176 

176 

92 

92 

16/2 

1672 

11/ 

127 

127 

209 

209 

1397 

1397 

1672 

i672 

2300 

2300 

22238 

99 

1141 

+4 

McGuire 

L.  Deen  Thompson 

1009 

1009 

222 

222 

3230 

3230 

101 

101 

34 

34 

333 

80 

230 

230 

1829 

1829 

85 

8b 

44 

44 

80/ 

80/ 

5/ 

24 

61 

61 

101 

101 

6/4 

310 

80/ 

80/ 

1110 

1110 

10734 

93 

576 

+3 

Walnut  Grove 

Howard  Hudson 

43 

43 

9 

9 

137 

137 

4 

4 

1 

1 

14 

14 

10 

10 

78 

78 

4 

4 

2 

2 

34 

34 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

29 

29 

34 

34 

47 

47 

455 

100 

34 

+4 

Woodlawn 

Pete  J.  Medak 

178 

178 

39 

39 

569 

569 

18 

18 

6 

6 

59 

59 

41 

41 

322 

322 

15 

15 

8 

8 

142 

142 

10 

10 

11 

11 

18 

18 

119 

119 

142 

142 

195 

195 

1892 

100 

84 

-8 

Winnsboro 

William  M.  McCutcheon 

753 

753 

166 

166 

2408 

2408 

75 

26 

248 

100 

172 

172 

1364 

1364 

63 

33 

33 

602 

602 

42 

42 

46 

46 

75 

75 

503 

503 

602 

602 

828 

828 

8006 

98 

383 

+4 

Wisner 

Oakley  E.  Edwards 

315 

315 

69 

69 

1009 

1009 

32 

32 

11 

11 

104 

104 

72 

72 

572 

572 

26 

26 

14 

14 

252 

253 

18 

18 

19 

19 

32 

32 

211 

211 

252 

252 

34/ 

348 

3355 

100 

139 

-3 

Baskin 

Oakley  E.  Edwards 

40 

40 

9 

9 

127 

127 

4 

4 

1 

1 

13 

13 

9 

9 

72 

72  | 

3 

3  I 

2 

2 

32 

32 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

26 

26 

32 

32 

44 

44 

422 

100  | 

25 

-1 

New  Orleans- 

Houma  District 

District 
Superin¬ 
tendent  s 
Fund 

Episcopal 

Fund 

Claimants 

Church 

Minimum 

Salary 

Mass 

Commu¬ 

nication 

Fund 

Black 

College 

Fund 

Missional 

Priorities 

Fund 

World 

Service 

and 

Conference 

Benevolences 

Generol 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Juris¬ 

dictional 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Conference 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Inter- 

denom. 

Cooper 

otion 

Fund 

Inter¬ 

church 

Conf 

Fund 

Tem¬ 
porary 
Gen  AiC 

Ministerial 

Educ 

Fund. 

Centenary 

College 

Fund 

Higher 

Education 

ppor  Paid 

Q. 

£ 

!" 

3 

C 

i 

a  J. 

"5  o 

i  s 

Church  and  Charge 

Nome  of  Pastor 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap. 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap. 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

O 

5  - 

it 

Berwick 

E.  J.  Martin 

496 

496 

109 

109 

1588 

1588 

50 

50 

17 

17 

164 

164 

113 

113 

899 

899 

42 

42 

22 

22 

397 

397 

28 

28 

30 

30 

50 

50 

331 

331 

397 

397 

546 

546 

5279 

100 

268 

+6 

Trinity,  Buras 

1.  Elmer  Malone 

386 

386 

85 

85 

1235 

1235 

39 

39 

13 

13 

127 

127 

88 

88 

699 

699 

32 

32 

17 

1/ 

309 

309 

22 

22 

23 

23 

39 

39 

258 

258 

309 

309 

424 

424 

4105 

100 

89 

-29 

Golden  Meadow 

Calvin  Lapuyade 

736 

736 

162 

162 

2355 

2355 

/4 

/4 

25 

2b 

243 

168 

1333 

1333 

62 

62 

32 

32 

589 

589 

41 

45 

74 

492 

589 

5 

809 

809 

7829 

79 

490 

+5 

Grand  Isle 

Calvin  Lapuyade 

/5 

75 

16 

16 

239 

239 

7 

7 

3 

25 

17 

136 

6 

3 

60 

9 

4 

5 

7 

50 

8 

60 

R? 

7 

795 

46 

30 

-4 

First,  Houma 

C.  Cotton-Winn,  J.  Winn 

1791 

1/90 

394 

394 

5728 

5728 

179 

179 

61 

61 

591 

591 

408 

408 

3244 

3245 

150 

150 

79 

79 

1432 

1442 

100 

100 

109 

109 

179 

179 

1196 

1196 

1432 

1432 

1969 

1969 

19041 

100 

1251 

+  19 

Houma  Heights 

W.  S.  Milton 

J55 

255 

56 

56 

816 

816 

25 

25 

9 

84 

58 

462 

21 

11 

204 

14 

15 

25 

170 

204 

280 

2709 

43 

162 

-1 

Oulac 

W.  S.  Milton 

182 

40 

581 

581 

18 

6 

60 

41 

329 

15 

8 

145 

10 

11 

18 

121 

145 

200 

1930 

31 

176 

+1 

Wesley 

H.  J.  Rhyan 

46 

46 

10 

10 

146 

146 

5 

5 

2 

2 

15 

15 

10 

10 

83 

83 

4 

4 

2 

2 

3/ 

37 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

5 

31 

31 

37 

37 

50 

50 

489 

100 

29 

same 

Mt.  Vernon 

H.  J.  Rhyan 

43 

43 

9 

9 

137 

137 

4 

4 

1 

1 

14 

14 

10 

10 

78 

78 

4 

4 

2 

2 

34 

34 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

29 

29 

34 

34 

47 

47 

455 

100 

40 

+9 

Luling 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin 

61 1 

610 

134 

134 

1956 

1956 

61 

61 

21 

202 

23 

139 

1107 

1107 

51 

51 

21 

2/ 

489 

489 

34 

37 

36 

61 

60 

408 

345 

489 

489 

672 

124 

6499 

85 

343 

+15 

Mathews 

Samuel  Percy  Emanuel 

229 

229 

50 

50 

733 

/33 

23 

23 

8 

8 

/  6 

/6 

52 

52 

415 

415 

19 

19 

10 

10 

183 

183 

13 

13 

14 

14 

23 

23 

153 

153 

183 

183 

252 

252 

2436 

100 

134 

+3 

LaGrange  Memorial 

Samuel  Percy  Emanuel 

28/ 

28/ 

63 

63 

919 

919 

29 

29 

10 

10 

95 

95 

65 

65 

520 

520 

24 

24 

13 

13 

230 

230 

16 

16 

17 

17 

29 

29 

192 

192 

230 

230 

316 

316 

3055 

100 

190 

+6 

Morgan  City 

DeWitt  M.  Ginn 

1225 

1225 

2/0 

2/0 

3921 

3921 

123 

123 

42 

42 

404 

404 

2/9 

279 

2220 

2220 

103 

103 

54 

54 

980 

980 

69 

69 

75 

75 

123 

123 

819 

819 

980 

980 

1348 

1348 

13035 

100 

793 

+  14 

Walmsley 

T.  E.  McElroy 

117 

11/ 

26 

26 

374 

374 

12 

12 

4 

4 

39 

39 

2/ 

2/ 

212 

212 

10 

10 

5 

5 

93 

93 

7 

7 

7 

7 

12 

12 

78 

78 

93 

93 

128 

128 

1244 

100 

63 

-2 

Mason 

T.  E.  McElroy 

92 

92 

20 

20 

293 

293 

9 

9 

3 

30 

21 

166 

8 

4 

73 

6 

5 

6 

9 

61 

73 

101 

974 

44 

59 

same 

Wesley 

Walter  Barabin 

128 

128 

28 

28 

409 

240 

13 

13 

4 

42 

42 

29 

232 

100 

11 

6 

102 

7 

8 

13 

85 

102 

58 

141 

1360 

45 

82 

-2 

Woodlawn 

Walter  Barabin 

118 

118 

26 

26 

378 

378 

12 

12 

4 

4 

39 

39 

2/ 

27 

214 

214 

10 

10 

5 

5 

94 

94 

7 

7 

7 

7 

12 

12 

79 

79 

94 

94 

130 

130 

1256 

100 

77 

+2 

Algiers 

Carey  A.  Martin 

912 

912 

201 

201 

2917 

2917 

91 

91 

31 

31 

301 

301 

208 

208 

1652 

1652 

// 

// 

40 

40 

729 

729 

51 

51 

55 

55 

91 

91 

609 

609 

729 

729 

1003 

1003 

9697 

100 

344 

-31 

St.  Matthew 

Bernard  R.  Smith 

285 

285 

63 

63 

912 

912 

29 

10 

94 

94 

65 

517 

517 

24 

13 

228 

228 

16 

17 

29 

190 

228 

114 

314 

200 

3034 

80 

145 

+8 

Asburv 

Edward  A.  Kennedy,  Jr. 

151 

33 

482 

15 

5 

50 

34 

273 

13 

7 

120 

8 

9 

15 

101 

120 

166 

1602 

0 

11? 

+21 

Aurora 

Warren  Blakeman 

2019 

2019 

444 

444 

6461 

6461 

202 

202 

69 

69 

666 

666 

460 

460 

3658 

3658 

170 

170 

89 

89 

1615 

1615 

113 

113 

123 

123 

202 

202 

1349 

1349 

1615 

1615 

2221 

2221 

21476 

100 

1357 

+73 

Belle  Chase 

Joseph  E.  Seiler 

308 

333 

68 

78 

986 

1068 

31 

31 

10 

10 

102 

92 

/O 

70 

558 

510 

26 

26 

14 

14 

24/ 

255 

17 

17 

19 

19 

31 

31 

206 

189 

247 

227 

339 

309 

3279 

100 

139 

-13 

Hope  Chapel 

Joseph  E.  Seiler 

45 

45 

10 

10 

143 

143 

4 

4 

2 

2 

15 

15 

10 

81 

81 

4 

2 

36 

36 

3 

3 

3 

4 

30 

36 

36 

49 

477 

78 

10 

Boynton 

0.  W.  Christopher 

289 

289 

64 

64 

925 

825 

29 

10 

10 

95 

66 

524 

424 

24 

24 

13 

13 

231 

16 

18 

18 

29 

193 

231 

131 

318 

3075 

59 

177 

+6 

Carrollton 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey 

94/ 

94/ 

208 

208 

3029 

3029 

95 

95 

32 

32 

312 

312 

216 

216 

1715 

1715 

80 

80 

42 

42 

75/ 

757 

53 

53 

58 

58 

95 

95 

632 

63? 

757 

787 

1041 

1041 

10069 

ion 

301 

-63 

Gretna 

George  W.  Harbuck 

1168 

1168 

257 

257 

3738 

3738 

117 

117 

40 

386 

266 

2117 

1200 

98 

25 

51 

51 

935 

372 

65 

71 

117 

780 

935 

1285 

12426 

56 

745 

+48 

Felicity 

Robert  Eaker 

180 

180 

40 

40 

576 

300 

18 

6 

59 

41 

326 

300 

15 

15 

8 

8 

144 

72 

10 

11 

18 

120 

144 

198 

1914 

54 

75 

-27 

First  Street 

Abraham  E.  Davis 

1329 

1329 

292 

292 

4254 

4254 

133 

133 

45 

439 

439 

303 

303 

2409 

2409 

112 

112 

58 

58 

1064 

1064 

74 

74 

81 

81 

133 

133 

888 

481 

1064 

1064 

1462 

726 

14140 

92 

970 

+25 

Haven 

Russell  E.  Jones 

488 

488 

107 

10/ 

1561 

1561 

49 

49 

1/ 

17 

161 

161 

111 

111 

884 

884 

41 

41 

21 

21 

390 

390 

27 

27 

30 

30 

49 

49 

326 

326 

390 

390 

537 

537 

5189 

100 

239 

-3 

Jefferson 

Cleveland  B.  Herr.  Jr. 

46/ 

46/ 

103 

103 

1493 

1493 

4/ 

4/ 

16 

16 

154 

154 

106 

106 

845 

845 

39 

39 

21 

21 

3/3 

3/3 

26 

26 

28 

28 

47 

312 

312 

373 

373 

513 

513 

4963 

99 

?75 

+4 

Kenner 

Brady  B.  Forman 

904 

904 

199 

199 

2894 

2894 

90 

90 

31 

31 

298 

298 

206 

206 

1639 

1639 

76 

76 

40 

40 

723 

725 

51 

51 

55 

55 

90 

90 

604 

604 

723 

723 

995 

995 

9618 

100 

522 

+  14 

Ross 

Donald  Barrie 

93 

93 

21 

21 

299 

299 

9 

9 

3 

3 

31 

31 

21 

21 

169 

169 

8 

8 

4 

4 

/5 

80 

5 

5 

6 

6 

9 

9 

62 

62 

75 

75 

103 

103 

993 

100 

60 

+6 

Thomas 

Donald  Barrie 

96 

96 

21 

21 

307 

307 

10 

10 

3 

3 

32 

32 

22 

22 

174 

174 

8 

8 

4 

4 

7/ 

77 

5 

5 

6 

6 

10 

10 

64 

64 

77 

77 

105 

105 

1021 

100 

54 

+4 

Mt.  Zion 

Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr. 

161/ 

1617 

356 

356 

5176 

51/6 

162 

162 

55 

55 

534 

534 

369 

369 

2931 

2931 

136 

136 

71 

71 

1294 

1294 

91 

91 

98 

98 

162 

162 

1080 

661 

1294 

1294 

1779 

961 

17205 

93 

1114 

-29 

Napoleon  2, 

Robert  W.  Peterson 

548 

548 

121 

121 

1754 

1754 

55 

55 

19 

19 

181 

181 

125 

125 

993 

993 

46 

46 

24 

24 

439 

439 

31 

31 

33 

33 

55 

55 

366 

366 

439 

439 

603 

603 

5832 

100 

70? 

-10 

Parker  Memorial 

Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Jr. 

374 

374 

82 

82 

1197 

1197 

37 

37 

13 

123 

85 

85 

678 

678 

31 

16 

299 

299 

21 

23 

37 

250 

299 

412 

3977 

Peck 

Nathaniel  P.  Williams 

601 

601 

132 

132 

1922 

1922 

60 

60 

20 

20 

198 

198 

13/ 

13/ 

1088 

1088 

50 

50 

26 

26 

481 

481 

34 

34 

37 

37 

60 

60 

401 

401 

481 

481 

661 

661 

6389 

100 

389 

-1 

Peoples 

William  R.  London,  Jr. 

264 

264 

58 

58 

843 

843 

26 

26 

9 

9 

8/ 

8/ 

60 

60 

478 

478 

22 

22 

12 

12 

211 

211 

15 

15 

16 

16 

26 

26 

176 

176 

211 

211 

290 

290 

2804 

100 

Philips  Memorial 

Max  R.  Butler 

483 

483 

106 

106 

1544 

1544 

48 

48 

16 

16 

159 

159 

110 

110 

874 

874 

41 

41 

21 

21 

386 

386 

27 

27 

29 

29 

48 

48 

322 

322 

386 

386 

531 

531 

5131 

100 

231 

-3 

Rayne 

Jack  Cooke 

2621 

2621 

5// 

577 

8388 

8388 

262 

262 

89 

89 

865 

865 

598 

598 

4750 

4750 

220 

220 

115 

115 

2097 

2097 

147 

147 

159 

159 

262 

262 

1751 

1751 

2097 

2097 

2883 

2883 

27881 

100 

693 

—46 

St.  James,  Marrero 

Paul  Wesley 

416 

416 

92 

92 

1332 

1332 

42 

42 

14 

137 

95 

754 

200 

35 

18 

333 

23 

25 

42 

278 

333 

100 

St.  Matthews 

Bob  L.  Lawton 

2212 

2212 

48/ 

48/ 

7077 

7077 

221 

221 

75 

75 

/30 

730 

504 

504 

4007 

4007 

186 

186 

97 

97 

1769 

1769 

124 

124 

134 

134 

221 

221 

1477 

1477 

1769 

1769 

2433 

2433 

3523 

St.  Paul  s,  New  Orleans 

Richard  R.  Meeks 

720 

720 

158 

158 

2304 

2304 

72 

n 

24 

20 

238 

238 

164 

128 

1304 

1098 

60 

52 

32 

29 

576 

492 

40 

33 

44 

37 

72 

60 

481 

401 

576 

480 

Shaw  Temple 

Thomas  A.  Hoover,  Jr. 

12/ 

12/ 

28 

28 

406 

406 

13 

13 

4 

4 

42 

42 

29 

29 

230 

230 

11 

11 

6 

6 

102 

102 

7 

7 

8 

8 

13 

13 

85 

85 

102 

102 

Trinity 

Roger  Transpers 

315 

192 

69 

12 

1008 

359 

32 

6 

11 

3 

104 

18 

n 

12 

571 

298 

26 

5 

14 

4 

252 

71 

18 

5 

19 

5 

32 

6 

210 

68 

75? 

71 

347 

29 

3352 

34 

??B 

+3 

Wesley 

Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 

187 

187 

41 

41 

599 

600 

19 

19 

6 

6 

62 

62 

43 

43 

339 

339 

16 

16 

8 

8 

150 

150 

10 

10 

11 

11 

19 

19 

125 

125 

150 

149 

Williams 

J.  W.  Wilson 

298 

277 

66 

66 

954 

630 

30 

30 

10 

98 

90 

68 

34 

540 

400 

25 

12 

13 

6 

238 

224 

17 

5 

18 

9 

30 

15 

199 

150 

238 

100 

328 

Patterson 

Gary  Van  Horn 

269 

269 

59 

59 

859 

859 

27 

27 

9 

9 

89 

45 

61 

61 

487 

487 

23 

23 

12 

12 

215 

215 

15 

15 

16 

16 

27 

179 

179 

215 

108 

Bayou  Vista 

Gary  Van  Horn 

220 

220 

49 

49 

706 

706 

22 

22 

7 

/3 

50 

400 

400 

19 

10 

176 

12 

13 

22 

147 

176 

Thibodaux 

Paul  F.  Longstreth 

498 

498 

110 

110 

1593 

1593 

50 

50 

17 

17 

164 

164 

114 

114 

902 

902 

42 

42 

22 

22 

398 

398 

28 

28 

30 

30 

50 

50 

333 

333 

398 

398 

548 

548 

5297 

inn 

254 

-1 

Vacherie 

Paul  F.  Longstreth 

8 

8 

2 

2 

27 

27 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

15 

15 

1 

1 

7 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

6 

Gibson 

Paul  F.  Longstreth 

10 

10 

2 

2 

30 

30 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

17 

17 

1 

1 

8 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

6 

8 

8 

Calvary 

Taft  Bowie 

171 

171 

38 

38 

548 

548 

17 

17 

6 

56 

42 

39 

29 

310 

231 

14 

11 

8 

6 

137 

102 

10 

10 

10 

9 

17 

13 

114 

85 

137 

Magnolia 

Taft  Bowie 

127 

127 

28 

28 

408 

408 

13 

13 

4 

4 

42 

42 

29 

29 

231 

231 

11 

11 

6 

6 

102 

102 

7 

7 

8 

8 

13 

13 

85 

85 

102 

102 

140 

140 

1356 

100 

81 

+1 

New  Orleans- 
Slidell  District 

Dis 

Sup 

tenc 

Fu 

rict 

arin- 

ent's 

nd 

Episcopal 

Fund 

Claimants 

Church 

Minimum 

Salary 

Mass 

Commu¬ 

nication 

Fund 

Black 

College 

Fund 

Missional 

Priorities 

Fund 

World 

Service 

and 

Conference 

Benevolences 

General 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Juris- 

dictionol 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Conference 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Inter- 

denom. 

Cooper 

ation 

Fund 

Inter 

church 

Conf 

Fund 

Tem¬ 
porary 
Gen  Aid 

Ministerial 

Educ 

Fund 

Centenary 

College 

Fund 

Higher 

Education 

TOTAL 

-O 

5 

a. 

o 

a 

a 

< 

Membership 

12-31-78 

Membership 

[+)  Plus  or  (  — )  Minus 

Church  ond  Charge  Name  of  Pastor 

Ap. 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap. 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Bogalusa  James  M.  Poole 

Thirkield  M.  M.  Goldman 

Harry's  Chapel  M.  M.  Goldman 

Covington  E.  J.  Barksdale 

Fitzgerald  Raymond  De  Laughter 

1495 

210 

105 

902 

279 

1495 

210 

105 

902 

279 

329 

46 

23 

199 

61 

329 

46 

23 

199 

61 

4783 

670 

337 

2888 

893 

4783 

670 

337 

2888 

893 

149 

21 

11 

90 

28 

149 

21 

11 

90 

28 

51 

7 

4 

31 

9 

51 

4 

31 

9 

493 

69 

35 

298 

92 

493 

69 

35 

298 

92 

341 

48 

24 

206 

64 

341 

24 

206 

64 

2708 

380 

191 

1635 

506 

2708 

184 

191 

1635 

506 

126 

18 

9 

76 

23 

126 

9 

76 

23 

66 

9 

5 

40 

12 

66 

5 

40 

12 

1196 

168 

84 

722 

223 

1196 

84 

361 

223 

84 

12 

6 

51 

16 

84 

6 

51 

16 

91 

13 

6 

55 

17 

91 

6 

55 

13 

149 

21 

11 

90 

78 

149 

11 

90 

78 

998 

140 

70 

603 

186 

998 

70 

302 

186 

1196 

168 

84 

722 

773 

1196 

84 

440 

773 

1644 

230 

116 

993 

307 

1644 

116 

307 

15899 

2230 

1121 

9601 

7967 

100 

54 

100 

80 

99 

725 

85 

63 

487 

143 

-11 

-68 

+1 

-12 

+2 

Franklinton  Lael  S.  Jones 

Fisher  Lael  S.  Jones 

Winan  Louis  L.  Streams,  Jr. 

Hayes  Chapel  Louis  L.  Streams,  Jr. 

LaPlace  R.  W.  Bengtson 

875 

130 

267 

108 

501 

875 

130 

267 

108 

501 

193 

29 

59 

24 

110 

193 

29 

59 

24 

110 

2801 

415 

854 

345 

1604 

2801 

415 

854 

345 

1604 

88 

13 

27 

11 

50 

88 

13 

27 

11 

50 

30 

4 

9 

4 

17 

30 

4 

9 

4 

17 

289 

43 

88 

36 

165 

289 

43 

88 

36 

165 

200 

30 

61 

25 

114 

200 

30 

61 

25 

114 

1586 

235 

484 

195 

909 

1586 

235 

484 

195 

909 

74 

11 

22 

9 

42 

74 

11 

22 

9 

42 

39 

6 

12 

5 

22 

39 

6 

12 

5 

22 

700 

104 

213 

86 

401 

700 

104 

213 

86 

401 

49 

7 

15 

6 

28 

49 

7 

15 

6 

28 

53 

8 

16 

7 

30 

53 

8 

16 

7 

30 

88 

13 

27 

11 

50 

88 

13 

27 

11 

50 

585 

87 

178 

72 

335 

585 

87 

178 

72 

335 

700 

104 

213 

86 

401 

700 

104 

213 

86 

401 

963 

143 

294 

118 

55? 

963 

143 

294 

118 

55? 

9313 

1382 

2839 

1148 

5331 

100 

100 

100 

100 

inn 

435 

93 

154 

70 

?R1 

+5 

-1 

+1 

+6 

-60 

St.  John's  R.  W.  Bengtson 

Ninde  Chapel  Dan  Washington 

St.  James  Dan  Washington 

Lutcher  Chapel  Carl  T.  Wethers 

White  Hall  Carl  T.  Wethers 

65 

54 

31 

108 

70 

65 

54 

31 

108 

70 

14 
12 

7 

24 

15 

14 
12 

7 

24 

15 

207 

171 

100 

346 

222 

207 

171 

100 

346 

222 

6 

5 

3 

11 

7 

6 

5 

3 

11 

7 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

21 

18 

10 

36 

23 

21 

10 

36 

23 

15 
12 

7 

25 

16 

15 

7 

25 

16 

117 

97 

57 

196 

126 

117 

5 

57 

196 

126 

5 

4 

3 

9 

6 

5 

3 

9 

6 

3 

2 

1 

5 

3 

3 

1 

5 

3 

52 

43 

25 

87 

56 

53 

30 

25 

87 

56 

4 

3 

2 

6 

4 

4 

2 

6 

4 

4 

3 

2 

7 

4 

4 

2 

7 

4 

6 

5 

3 

11 

7 

6 

3 

11 

7 

43 

36 

21 

72 

46 

43 

21 

72 

46 

52 

43 

25 

87 

56 

52 

5 

25 

87 

56 

71 

59 

35 

119 

76 

71 

18 

35 

119 

76 

687 

569 

333 

1153 

739 

100 

60 

100 

100 

inn 

34 

22 

16 

57 

49 

same 

-14 

+6 

-1 

-1 

Bethany  Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr. 

Brooks  Kenneth  M.  Fisher 

Elysian  Fields  T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr. 

John  Wesley,  Arabi  T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr. 

First  Woodrow  W.  Smith 

681 

416 

464 

86 

2630 

681 

100 

464 

86 

2630 

150 

91 

102 

19 

579 

150 

91 

102 

19 

579 

2178 

1331 

1485 

275 

8415 

2178 

850 

1485 

275 

8415 

68 

42 

46 

9 

263 

68 

42 

46 

9 

263 

23 

14 

16 

3 

89 

23 

14 

16 

3 

89 

225 

137 

153 

28 

868 

225 

137 

153 

28 

868 

155 

95 

106 

20 

600 

95 

106 

20 

600 

1234 

754 

841 

155 

4765 

1200 

100 

841 

155 

4765 

57 

35 

39 

7 

221 

57 

35 

39 

7 

221 

30 

18 

20 

4 

116 

30 

18 

20 

4 

116 

545 

333 

371 

69 

2104 

545 

200 

371 

69 

?104 

38 

23 

26 

5 

147 

38 

26 

5 

147 

41 

25 

28 

5 

160 

41 

28 

5 

160 

68 

42 

46 

9 

?63 

68 

46 

9 

763 

455 

278 

310 

57 

1757 

187 

310 

57 

1767 

545 

333 

371 

69 

2104 

100 

268 

371 

69 

7104 

749 

457 

510 

94 

2893 

749 

516 

94 

2893 

7242 

4424 

4934 

914 

88 

45 

100 

100 

390 

307 

229 

35 

+45 

-1 

+7 

same 

Gentilly  L.  R.  Bevill 

Grace  Robert  F.  Harrington 

Hartzell  James  F.  Davidson 

LaHarpe  A.  J.  Douglas 

Lake  Vista  Donice  W.  Alverson 

796 

408 

535 

263 

951 

796 

408 

535 

263 

951 

175 

90 

118 

58 

209 

175 

90 

118 

58 

209 

2548 

1307 

1711 

842 

3044 

2548 

1307 

1711 

842 

3044 

80 

41 

53 

26 

95 

80 

41 

53 

26 

95 

27 

14 

18 

9 

32 

14 

15 

9 

32 

263 

135 

176 

87 

314 

135 

176 

87 

314 

182 

93 

122 

60 

217 

93 

50 

60 

217 

1443 

740 

969 

477 

1724 

165 

740 

840 

477 

1724 

67 

34 

45 

22 

80 

34 

40 

22 

80 

35 

18 

24 

12 

42 

18 

20 

12 

42 

637 

327 

428 

210 

761 

61 

327 

225 

210 

761 

45 

23 

30 

15 

53 

23 

10 

15 

53 

48 

25 

33 

16 

58 

25 

15 

16 
58 

80 

41 

53 

26 

96 

41 

53 

26 

95 

532 

273 

357 

176 

635 

273 

250 

176 

636 

637 

327 

428 

210 

761 

5 

327 

210 

761 

876 

449 

588 

289 

1046 

449 

140 

289 

1046 

8471 

4345 

5688 

2798 

10117 

46 

100 

75 

100 

inn 

417 

233 

287 

143 

-13 

-4 

+3 

+2 

32 

Metairie  Richard  C.  Hebert 

Munholland  William  C.  Blakely 

Ray  Avenue  Robert  S.  Hall 

St.  Andrew's  William  1.  Eubanks 

St.  Bernard  L.  W.  Taylor 

434 

2610 

107 

793 

761 

434 

2610 

62 

793 

761 

95 

574 

24 

175 

167 

95 

574 

24 

175 

167 

1388 

8351 

343 

2539 

2435 

1388 

8351 

96 

2539 

2435 

43 

261 

11 

79 

76 

43 

261 

11 

79 

76 

15 

89 

4 

27 

26 

15 

89 

4 

27 

26 

143 

861 

35 

262 

251 

143 

861 

35 

262 

75 

99 

595 

24 

181 

173 

99 

595 

24 

181 

173 

786 

4729 

194 

1438 

1379 

786 

4729 

108 

1438 

1379 

36 

219 

9 

67 

64 

36 

219 

9 

67 

19 

115 

5 

35 

33 

19 

115 

5 

35 

347 

2088 

86 

635 

609 

347 

2088 

54 

635 

609 

24 

146 

6 

44 

43 

24 

146 

6 

44 

26 

159 

7 

48 

46 

26 

159 

7 

48 

46 

43 

261 

11 

79 

76 

43 

261 

8 

79 

290 

1743 

72 

530 

508 

290 

1743 

56 

530 

347 

2088 

86 

635 

347 

2088 

66 

635 

477 

2871 

118 

873 

r 

873 

1r>12 
"  n 

1142 

8440 

100 

100 

57 

100 

237 

1621 

44 

491 

+17 

+123 

same 

+20 

Arabi  L.  W.  Taylor 

St.  Luke's  Conrad  P.  Edwards 

St.  Philip  Burnell  Bell 

Second  J.  C.  Pickett 

St.  Mark's_ David  Billinos 

180 

1006 

170 

130 

i£ 

180 

1006 

as 

40 

221 

37 

29 

21 

40 

221 

—22 

577 

3220 

544 

417 

314 

577 

3220 

314 

18 

101 

17 

13 

10 

18 

101 

10 

6 

34 

6 

4 

3 

34 

3 

60 

332 

56 

43 

32 

60 

332 

32 

41 

229 

39 

30 

22 

229 

22 

327 

1824 

308 

236 

178 

327 

1824 

83 

178 

15 

85 

14 

11 

8 

85 

8 

8 

44 

7 

6 

4 

44 

4 

144 

805 

136 

104 

79 

805 

79 

10 

56 

10 

7 

6 

56 

6 

11 

61 

10 

8 

6 

61 

6 

18 

101 

17 

13 

10 

101 

10 

121 

672 

113 

87 

66 

672 

144 

805 

136 

104 

144 

805 

14 

198 

1107 

187 

143 

1107 

1918 

10703 

1807 

1385 

100 

0 

8 

121 

558 

70 

52 

~6 

-5 

-11 

-5 

Thompson  Eddie  Carter 

Pearl  River  John  H.  Giles 

Lacombe  John  H.  Giles 

St.  Tammany  John  H.  Giles 

Ponchatoula  J.  Vernon  Fairley 

222 

232 

211 

22 

876 

222 

232 

211 

22 

876 

49 

51 

46 

5 

193 

49 

51 

46 

5 

193 

710 

742 

676 

71 

2804 

510 

742 

676 

71 

2804 

22 

23 

21 

2 

88 

22 

23 

21 

2 

88 

8 

8 

7 

1 

30 

8 

1 

30 

73 

77 

70 

7 

289 

73 

7 

289 

51 

53 

48 

5 

200 

51 

5 

200 

402 

420 

383 

40 

1588 

202 

420 

383 

40 

1588 

19 

19 

18 

2 

74 

19 

2 

74 

10 

10 

9 

1 

39 

10 

1 

39 

178 

186 

169 

18 

701 

125 

18 

701 

12 

13 

12 

1 

49 

12 

1 

49 

13 

14 
13 

1 

53 

13 

1 

53 

22 

23 

21 

2 

88 

22 

2 

8R 

148 

155 

141 

15 

585 

148 

15 

178 

186 

169 

18 

178 

163 

18 

244 

255 

232 

25 

169 

25 

2361 

2467 

2246 

236 

78 

60 

77 

100 

120 

141 

170 

18 

+3 
+  12 
+11 
+2 

Lee's  Landing  J.  Vernon  Fairley 

Wesley  William  M.  Jacock 

St.  Timothy  Don  McDowell 

Aldersgate  Chris  H.  Andrews 

— Slidell - JJL  Wflpdland 

149 

183 

333 

260 

2753 

149 

183 

333 

260 

2252 

33 

40 

73 

57 

£06 

33 

40 

73 

57 

£M 

478 

586 

1065 

834 

-8809 

478 

586 

1065 

834 

88Q9 

15 

18 

33 

26 

22£ 

15 

18 

33 

26 

-225. 

5 

6 
11 

9 

9i 

5 

6 
11 

9 

-9! 

49 

60 

110 

86 

9M 

49 

60 

110 

86 

9M. 

34 

42 

76 

59 

£21 

34 

42 

76 

59 

628 

271 

332 

603 

472 

4988 

271 

332 

603 

472 

5238 

13 

15 

28 

22 

?31 

13 

15 

28 

22 

?31 

7 

8 
15 
11 

1?1 

7 

8 

15 

11 

1?1 

120 

147 

266 

208 

??0? 

120 

147 

266 

208 

??0? 

8 

10 

19 

15 

164 

8 

10 

19 

15 

164 

9 

11 

20 

16 

167 

9 

11 

20 

16 

161 

15 

18 

33 

26 

776 

15 

18 

33 

26 

100 

122 

222 

174 

100 

122 

222 

174 

120 

147 

266 

208 

120 

147 

266 

208 

164 

202 

366 

287 

164 

202 

466 

287 

1590 

1947 

3539 

2770 

100 

100 

100 

100 

98 

133 

275 

394 

+3 

+1 

+58 

+113 

Hartzell,  Mt.  Zion  Nathaniel  P.  Perry 

Newell  Nathaniel  P.  Perry 

Springfield  Ruth  Holley 

Huff's  Chapel  Ruth  Holley 

- Maureoas_ Ruth  Hnlley 

480 

113 

271 

91 

52 

480 
113 
271 
91 
_ 52 

106 

25 

60 

20 

12 

106 

25 

60 

20 

— 12 

1537 

363 

867 

291 

—111 

1537 

363 

867 

291 

181, 

48 

11 

27 

9 

£ 

48 

11 

27 

9 

£ 

16 

4 

9 

3 

2 

16 

4 

9 

3 

—2. 

158 

37 

89 

30 

11 

158 

37 

89 

30 

11 

110 

26 

62 

21 

13 

110 

26 

62 

21 

13 

870 

205 

491 

165 

103 

870 

205 

491 

165 

103 

40 

10 

23 

8 

5 

40 

10 

23 

8 

5 

21 

5 

12 

4 

2 

21 

5 

12 

4 

? 

384 

91 

217 

73 

45 

384 

91 

217 

73 

45 

27 

6 

15 

5 

27 

6 

15 

5 

29 

7 

16 

6 

29 

7 

16 

6 

48 

11 

27 

9 

48 

11 

27 

9 

321 

76 

181 

61 

321 

76 

181 

61 

384 

91 

217 

73 

384 

91 

217 

73 

528 

125 

298 

100 

528 

125 

298 

100 

5107 

1206 

2882 

969 

100 

100 

100 

100 

311 

57 

143 

72 

-3 

-1 

+5 

-3 

St.  James  James  C.  Miles 

St.  Landry  James  C.  Miles 

Sun  James  W.Ailor 

Bush  James  W.Ailor 

— lalisheek_ JarafisJflLAilox 

70 

71 
37 
71 
52 

71 

37 

71 

SZ 

15 

16 
8 

16 

12 

16 

8 

16 

L2 

224 

228 

118 

227 

—Hi 

228 

118 

227 

Hi 

7 

7 

4 

7 

6 

7 

4 

7 

6 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

23 

23 

12 

23 

19 

23 

12 

23 

19 

16 

16 

8 

16 

13 

16 

8 

16 

13 

127 

129 

67 

129 

102 

47 

67 

129 

102 

6 

6 

3 

6 

5 

3 

6 

5 

3 

3 

2 

3 

? 

2 

3 

? 

56 

57 
29 
57 
45 

29 

57 

46 

4 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

4 

3 

4 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

4 

3 

7 

7 

4 

7 

6 

4 

7 

6 

47 

48 
25 
47 
38 

25 

47 

56 

57 
29 
57 

29 

57 

77 

78 
40 
78 

40 

78 

744 

756 

391 

754 

0 

55 

100 

100 

67 

73 

17 

30 

same 

+4 

same 

+1 

Varnado  Karl  D.  Wood 

Waldheim  Karl  D.  Wood 

Wesley  Ray  Isaiah  McCoy 

Live  Oak  Isaiah  McCoy 

MarVs  ChaDel  Isaiah  McCov 

146 

114 

303 

82 

197 

132 

114 

303 

82 

197 

32 

25 

67 

18 

4? 

29 

25 

67 

18 

43 

466 

364 

969 

261 

630 

374 

364 

969 

261 

630 

15 

11 

30 

8 

20 

11 

11 

30 

8 

20 

5 

4 

10 

3 

7 

4 

10 

3 

7 

48 

38 

100 

27 

65 

38 

100 

27 

65 

33 

26 

69 

19 

45 

26 

69 

19 

45 

264 

206 

549 

148 

357 

264 

206 

549 

148 

357 

12 

10 

25 

7 

17 

10 

25 

7 

17 

6 

5 

13 

4 

9 

5 

13 

4 

9 

116 

91 

242 

65 

158 

91 

242 

65 

158 

8 

6 

17 

5 

11 

6 

17 

5 

11 

9 

7 

18 

5 

12 

7 

18 

5 

12 

15 

11 

30 

8 

20 

11 

30 

8 

20 

97 

76 

202 

55 

132 

76 

202 

55 

132 

116 

91 

242 

65 

158 

91 

242 

65 

158 

160 

125 

333 

90 

217 

125 

333 

90 

217 

1548 

1210 

3219 

870 

2098 

53 

100 

100 

100 

100 

72 

61 

218 

51 

145 

-2 

same 

-3 

-1 

-17 
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Ruston  District 

Dis 

Sup 

tend 

Fu 

rict 

*rin- 

ent  s 

nd 

Episcopal 

Fund 

Claimants 

Church 

Minimum 

Salary 

Mass 

Commu¬ 

nication 

Fund 

Block 

College 

Fund 

Missionol 

Priorities 

Fund 

World 

Service 

and 

Conference 

Benevolences 

Church  and  Charge 

Name  of  Pastor 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd. 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ap 

Pd 

Ansley 

William  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 

44 

44 

10 

10 

140 

140 

4 

4 

1 

1 

14 

14 

10 

10 

79 

79 

Arcadia 

Louis  M.  Coppage 

673 

673 

148 

148 

2153 

2153 

67 

67 

23 

23 

222 

222 

153 

153 

1219 

1219 

Mt.  Mariah 

Louis  M.  Coppage 

,123 

123 

2/ 

27 

392 

392 

12 

12 

4 

4 

40 

28 

21 

222 

Athens 

J.  H.  Windham 

1U2 

102 

22 

22 

325 

325 

10 

10 

3 

33 

23 

184 

Cross  Roads 

J.  H.  Windham 

by 

59 

13 

13 

190 

190 

6 

6 

2 

2 

20 

14 

14 

108 

108 

Bernice 

Claude  M.  Crotwell 

365 

365 

80 

80 

1 1-68 

1168 

37 

37 

12 

12 

120 

120 

83 

83 

661 

661 

Beech  Grove 

Claude  M.  Crotwell 

31 

31 

7 

7 

99 

99 

3 

3 

1 

1 

10 

10 

Summerfield 

Claude  M.  Crotwell 

32 

32 

7 

7 

104 

104 

3 

3 

1 

1 

11 

11 

7 

7 

59 

Bienville 

J.W.  Maxey 

89 

89 

20 

20 

284 

284 

9 

9 

3 

3 

29 

29 

20 

20 

161 

Mill  Cree< 

J.  W.  Maxey 

41 

41 

9 

9 

131 

131 

4 

4 

1 

1 

14 

14 

9 

9 

74 

74 

Strange 

J.W.  Maxey 

57 

57 

13 

13 

182 

182 

6 

6 

2 

19 

13 

103 

Calhoun 

Richard  Poss 

192 

192 

42 

42 

616 

16 

19 

19 

7 

7 

63 

16 

44 

44 

349 

349 

Beulah 

Richard  Poss 

16 

/B 

17 

17 

243 

243 

8 

8 

3 

25 

Indian  Village 

Richard  Poss 

87 

37 

19 

19 

279 

279 

9 

9 

3 

3 

29 

29 

20 

20 

158 

Chatham 

William  B.  Shaw 

243 

243 

54 

54 

779 

779 

24 

24 

8 

80 

55 

441 

441 

Zoar 

38 

38 

8 

8 

123 

123 

4 

4 

1 

13 

9 

70 

Eros 

William  B.  Shaw 

111 

111 

24 

24 

354 

354 

11 

11 

4 

4 

37 

37 

25 

25 

'  201 

201 

Choudrant 

David  Lane 

125 

125 

2/ 

27 

400 

400 

12 

12 

4 

4 

41 

41 

28 

28 

226 

226 

Douglas 

Oavid  Lane 

155 

155 

34 

34 

497 

497 

16 

16 

5 

5 

51 

51 

35 

35 

281 

281 

George  D.  Anders 

88 

88 

19 

19 

283 

283 

9 

9 

3 

3 

29 

29 

20 

20 

160 

160 

Cotton  Valley 

Ed  Boyd 

362 

362 

80 

80 

1158 

1158 

36 

36 

12 

119 

75 

83 

Pleasant  Valley 

Ed  Boyd 

1211 

120 

26 

26 

384 

384 

12 

12 

4 

40 

27 

Downsville 

James  R.  McLelland 

29/ 

297 

65 

65 

950 

950 

30 

30 

10 

10 

98 

98 

68 

68 

538 

Bethel 

James  R.  McLelland 

77 

7/ 

17 

17 

246 

246 

8 

8 

3 

3 

25 

25 

18 

18 

Mt.  Nebo 

James  R.  McLelland 

57 

57 

12 

12 

181 

181 

6 

6 

2 

2 

19 

19 

13 

13 

103 

103 

Doyline 

H.  Austin  Smith 

164 

164 

36 

36 

525 

525 

16 

16 

6 

6 

54 

54 

37 

37 

297 

297 

Sibley 

H.  Austin  Smith 

156 

156 

34 

•  34 

499 

499 

16 

16 

5 

5 

51 

51 

36 

36 

283 

283 

Dubach 

M.  Jack  0  Dell 

238 

238 

52 

52 

760 

760 

24 

24 

8 

4 

78 

39 

54 

54 

430 

300 

M.  Jack  O'Dell 

53 

53 

12 

12 

171 

171 

5 

5 

2 

2 

18 

12 

12 

97 

Farmerville 

Terral  T.  Low* 

b/8 

5/8 

127 

127 

1850 

1850 

58 

58 

20 

20 

191 

191 

132 

132 

1048 

1048 

Bird's  Chapel 

Terral  T.  Lowe 

124 

124 

27 

27 

396 

396 

12 

12 

4 

4 

41 

41 

28 

28 

224 

224 

Gibsland 

Ed  Dilworth 

214 

214 

47 

47 

684 

684 

21 

21 

7 

7 

70 

70 

49 

49 

387 

387 

Oak  Grove 

Ed  Dilworth 

54 

54 

12 

12 

172 

172 

5 

5 

2 

2 

18 

18 

12 

12 

97 

Harmony  Chapel 

Stephen  Paul  Carter 

192 

192 

42 

42 

615 

615 

19 

19 

7 

7 

63 

63 

44 

37 

348 

348 

Lisbon 

Stephen  Paul  Carter 

116 

116 

26 

26 

372 

372 

12 

12 

4 

4 

38 

38 

26 

26 

211 

211 

Arizona 

Stephen  Paul  Carter 

47 

47 

10 

10 

151 

151 

5 

5 

2 

2 

16 

16 

Haynesville 

William  D.  Peeples 

825 

825 

182 

182 

2641 

2641 

83 

R3 

28 

28 

272 

188 

188 

1496 

1496 

Shongaloo 

William  D.  Peeples 

171 

1/1 

38 

38 

549 

549 

17 

17 

6 

57 

39 

311 

Heflin 

Steven  M.  Spurlock 

196 

196 

43 

43 

627 

627 

20 

20 

7 

7 

65 

65 

45 

45 

355 

Brushwood 

Steven  M.  Spurlock 

189 

189 

42 

42 

606 

606 

19 

19 

6 

6 

63 

63 

43 

43 

343 

343 

Hodge 

Douglas  R.  Foreman 

327 

327 

72 

72 

1048 

1048 

33 

33 

11 

108 

75 

Dodson 

Douglas  R.  Foreman 

36 

36 

8 

8 

114 

114 

4 

4 

1 

1 

12 

12 

New  Hope 

Douglas  R.  Foreman 

29 

29 

6 

6 

92 

92 

3 

3 

1 

1 

9 

9 

7 

7 

52 

52 

Homer 

C.  W.  Quaid 

992 

992 

218 

218 

3175 

3175 

99 

99 

34 

34 

327 

327 

226 

226 

1798 

1798 

Wesley  Chapel 

C.  W.  Quaid 

160 

160 

35 

35 

511 

511 

16 

16 

5 

5 

53 

53 

36 

36 

289 

289 

Jonesboro 

Kenneth  G.  Rorie 

1123 

1123 

247 

247 

3593 

3593 

112 

112 

38 

38 

371 

256 

256 

2035 

2035 

Marion 

214 

214 

47 

4/ 

684 

684 

21 

21 

7 

71 

49 

387 

192 

First,  Minden 

Tracy  R.  Arnold 

1832 

1832 

403 

403 

5862 

5862 

183 

183 

62 

62 

605 

605 

418 

418 

3319 

3319 

Lakeview 

M.  C.  Cady 

797 

/9  / 

175 

1/5 

2549 

2549 

80 

80 

27 

27 

263 

182 

182 

1443 

2080 

McIntyre 

M.  C.  Cady 

59 

59 

13 

13 

188 

188 

6 

6 

2 

19 

13 

106 

106 

Pilgrim  Rest 

W.  C.  Moore 

106 

106 

23 

23 

340 

340 

11 

11 

4 

3 

35 

24 

24 

5 

193 

193 

Pine  Grove 

Steven  D.  Bearden 

246 

246 

54 

54 

786 

786 

25 

25 

8 

8 

81 

50 

56 

56 

Bethlehem 

Steven  D.  Bearden 

40 

40 

9 

9 

128 

128 

4 

4 

1 

1 

13 

13 

9 

9 

72 

72 

Quitman 

Louie  P.  Chrisman 

186 

186 

41 

41 

594 

594 

19 

19 

6 

6 

61 

61 

42 

42 

337 

337 

Faith 

Louie  P.  Chrisman 

88 

88 

19 

19 

282 

282 

9 

9 

3 

3 

29 

29 

20 

20 

159 

159 

Ringgold 

Melvin  Ray  Holt,  Sr. 

42C 

420 

92 

92 

1344 

1344 

42 

42 

14 

139 

96 

38 

761 

761 

Castor 

Melvin  Ray  Holt,  Sr. 

134 

134 

29 

29 

428 

428 

13 

13 

5 

5 

44 

44 

30 

30 

242 

242 

Grand  Bayou 

Melvin  Ray  Holt,  Sr. 

22 

23 

5 

5 

75 

75 

2 

2 

1 

8 

5 

43 

Trinity,  Ruston 

Merlin  W.  Merrill 

3201 

3200 

704 

704 

10241 

10241 

320 

320 

109 

109 

1056 

730 

730 

5799 

5799 

Grace.  Ruston 

James  E.  Christie 

951 

951 

209 

209 

3042 

3042 

95 

95 

32 

32 

314 

314 

217 

217 

1723 

1723 

Wesley  Chapel 

James  E.  Christie 

124 

124 

27 

27 

395 

395 

12 

12 

4 

41 

28 

224 

224 

Simsboro 

Charles  R.  Langford 

148 

148 

33 

33 

473 

473 

15 

15 

5 

5 

49 

49 

34 

34 

268 

268 

Salem 

Charles  R.  Langford 

142 

142 

31 

31 

455 

455 

14 

14 

5 

5 

47 

47 

32 

32 

258 

258 

Antioch 

Charles  R.  Langford 

138 

138 

30 

30 

442 

442 

14 

14 

5 

5 

46 

46 

31 

31 

250 

250 

Springhill 

James  0.  Evans 

1522 

1522 

335 

335 

4869 

4869 

152 

152 

52 

52 

502 

502 

347 

347 

2757 

2757 

Sarepta 

James  0.  Evans 

87 

87 

19 

19 

279 

279 

9 

9 

3 

3 

29 

29 

20 

20 

158 

158 

Antioch 

J.  E.  Hearn 

52 

52 

11 

11 

166 

166 

5 

5 

2 

2 

17 

19 

12 

12 

94 

94 

Center  Point 

Gary  Boone 

105 

56 

23 

12 

336 

200 

11 

10 

4 

35 

24 

190 

100 

Concord 

Oonn  M.  Kurtz 

59 

59 

13 

13 

188 

188 

6 

6 

2 

19 

13 

107 

Frantom  Chapel 

Donn  M.  Kurtz 

12 

12 

3 

3 

38 

38 

1 

1 

4 

3 

3 

22 

22 

Colquitt 

W.  P.  Cassels 

45 

45 

10 

10 

145 

145 

5 

5 

2 

15 

10 

82 

82 

Evergreen 

W.  P.  Cassels 

66 

66 

15 

15 

212 

212 

7 

7 

2 

22 

15 

120 

120 

Whitehall 

W.  P.  Cassels 

64 

64 

14 

14 

204 

204 

6 

6 

2 

21 

15 

115 

115 

Sanders  Chapel 

25 

25 

6 

6 

81 

81 

3 

3 

1 

8 

8 

6 

6 

46 

46 

Ger 

Adrr 

tra 

Fu 

eral 

■ms- 

ion 

nd 

Jur 

dictic 

Adm 

trot 

Fu 

5- 

jnal 

ms- 

on 

id 

Conference 

Adminis¬ 

tration 

Fund 

Inter- 

denom 

Cooper¬ 

ation 

Fund 

Inter¬ 
church 
Conf . 
Fund 

Tem¬ 
porary 
Gen  Aid 

Ministerial 

Educ 

Fund 

Centenary 

College 

Fund 

Higher 

Education 

•o 

6 

a. 

0 

a. 

a 

< 

a 

J: 

t  ® 

-G  - 

E  „ 
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Allen  Edqar  Myers 

30 

30 

7 

7 

95 

as. 

3 

5. 

1 

1 

10 

10 

7 

7 

54 

54 

2 

2 

1 

1 

24 

?4 

? 

? 

? 

? 

3 

3 

?0 

?0 

?4 

33 

33 

318 

93 

15 

same 

Keatchie 

Robert  F.  DeBusk,  Jr. 

32 

32 

7 

7 

103 

103 

3 

■  3 

1 

1 

11 

11 

7 

7 

58 

58 

3 

3 

1 

1 

26 

26 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

22 

22 

26 

26 

35 

35 

342 

100 

24 

Shiloh 

Robert  F.  DeBusk,  Jr. 

69 

69 

15 

15 

220 

220 

7 

7 

2 

23 

16 

125 

125 

6 

6 

3 

3 

55 

4 

4 

7 

7 

46 

46 

55 

15 

76 

733 

70 

61 

-1 

First,  Logansport 

John  N.  Williams 

409 

409 

90 

90 

1308 

1308 

41 

41 

14 

14 

135 

135 

93 

93 

741 

741 

34 

34 

18 

18 

32? 

327 

23 

23 

25 

25 

41 

41 

273 

273 

327 

450 

450 

4349 

93 

222 

+3 

Bethel 

John  N.  Williams 

121 

121 

2/ 

27 

387 

387 

12 

12 

4 

4 

40 

40 

28 

28 

219 

219 

10 

10 

5 

5 

97 

97 

7 

7 

7 

12 

12 

81 

81 

97 

97 

133 

133 

1287 

99 

82 

+5 

Mt.  Zion 

William  Tate 

114 

.  J  L4- 

Zb 

Zb 

36b 

m.. 

LL 

LL 

JL 

4 

2a 

38 

26 

ZfL 

2Q7- 

2Q7 

liL 

UL 

b 

Jl 

91 

£LL 

6. 

6 

7 

7 

11 

11 

76 

76 

91 

91 

1?5 

125 

1?1? 

inn 

93 

-3 

Bonchest 

William  Tate 

93 

93 

21 

21 

298 

298 

9 

9 

3 

3 

31 

31 

21 

21 

169 

169 

8 

8 

4 

4 

75 

75 

5 

5 

6 

6 

9 

9 

62 

62 

75 

75 

103 

103 

992 

100 

68 

+4 

Lungstreet 

Robert  Ed  Taylor 

83 

83 

18 

18 

264 

264 

8 

8 

3 

3 

27 

27 

19 

19 

150 

150 

7 

7 

4 

4 

66 

66 

5 

5 

5 

5 

8 

8 

55 

55 

66 

66 

91 

91 

879 

100 

47 

+6 

Stonewall 

Robert  Ed  Taylor 

49 

49 

11 

11 

157 

157 

5 

5 

2 

2- 

16 

16 

11 

11 

89 

89 

4 

4 

2 

2 

39 

39 

3 

3 

3 

5 

5 

33 

33 

39 

39 

54 

54 

522 

99 

21 

same 

Love  Chapel 

Lee  Benson  Kheipp 

220 

220 

48 

48 

703 

703 

22 

22 

7 

72 

50 

398 

190 

18 

18 

10 

10 

1/6 

1/6 

12 

13 

13 

22 

22 

14/ 

23 

1/6 

176 

242 

2336 

70 

126 

+23 

First,  Mansfield 

Charles  B.  Humphreys 

990 

990 

218 

218 

3168 

3168 

99 

99 

34 

34 

327 

327 

226 

226 

1794 

1794 

83 

83 

44 

44 

/92 

792 

55 

55 

60 

60 

99 

99 

661 

661 

792 

792 

1089 

1089 

10531 

100 

462 

+4 

Grand  Cane 

Charles  B.  Humphreys 

102 

102 

22 

22 

327 

327 

10 

10 

3 

3 

34 

34 

23 

23 

185 

185 

9 

9 

4 

4 

82 

82 

6 

6 

6 

6 

10 

10 

68 

68 

82 

82 

112 

112 

1085 

100 

53 

+2 

Wesley 

George  L.  Thomas 

161 

161 

36 

36 

517 

517 

16 

16 

5 

5 

53 

53 

37 

37 

293 

293 

14 

14 

7 

7 

129 

129 

9 

9 

10 

10 

16 

16 

108 

108 

129 

40 

178 

1718 

85 

107 

same 

Shady  Grove 

George  L.  Thomas 

160 

160 

35 

35 

512 

512 

16 

16 

5 

5 

.  53 

53 

36 

36 

290 

290 

13 

13 

7 

7 

128 

128 

9 

9 

10 

10 

16 

16 

10/ 

10/ 

128 

128 

176 

176 

1701 

100 

110 

same 

Many 

Ray  R.  Spiller 

566 

530 

125 

11/ 

1812 

1812 

5/ 

53 

19 

18 

187 

1/5 

129 

1026 

960 

48 

48 

25 

25 

453 

453 

32 

32 

34 

34 

5/ 

5/ 

3/8 

453 

9 

623 

750 

6024 

91 

307 

+6 

Bayou  Scie 

Ray  R.  Spiller 

36 

36 

8 

8 

116 

116 

4 

4 

1 

1 

12 

12 

8 

8 

66 

66 

3 

3 

2 

2 

29 

29 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

24 

24 

29 

29 

40 

40 

386 

100 

49 

+23 

Mooringsport 

Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr. 

326 

326 

72 

72 

1042 

1042 

33 

33 

11 

11 

107 

107 

74 

74 

590 

590 

27 

27 

14 

14 

260 

260 

18 

18 

20 

20 

33 

33 

217 

217 

260 

260 

358 

358 

3462 

100 

195 

+8 

Oil  City 

Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr. 

98 

98 

22 

22 

313 

313 

10 

10 

3 

3 

32 

32 

22 

22 

177 

177 

8 

8 

4 

4 

/8 

/8 

5 

5 

6 

6 

10 

10 

65 

65 

78 

78 

108 

108 

1039 

100 

55 

+2 

Plain  Dealing 

Terry  C.  Lowe 

398 

398 

88 

88 

1274 

1274 

40 

40 

14 

14 

131 

131 

91 

721 

303 

33 

33 

18 

18 

318 

318 

22 

22 

24 

24 

40 

40 

266 

266 

318 

318 

438 

250 

4234 

84 

197 

-11 

Walker's  Chapel 

Terry  C.  Lowe 

45 

45 

10 

10 

144 

144 

5 

5 

2 

2 

15 

15 

10 

10 

82 

82 

4 

4 

2 

2 

36 

36 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

5 

30 

30 

36 

36 

50 

50 

482 

100 

43 

+  11 

Pleasant  Hill 

Marie  P.  Williams 

140 

140 

31 

31 

447 

447 

14 

14 

5 

46 

32 

253 

12 

6 

112 

8 

8 

14 

93 

112 

154 

55 

1487 

47 

80 

+3 

Mitchell 

Marie  P.  Williams 

56 

56 

12 

12 

179 

179 

6 

6 

2 

18 

13 

101 

5 

5 

5 

2 

45 

45 

3 

3 

6 

37 

37 

45 

45 

61 

594 

66 

27 

-1 

Pelican 

Marie  P.  Williams 

106 

106 

23 

23 

338 

338 

11 

11 

4 

35 

24 

192 

192 

9 

5 

85 

85 

6 

6 

11 

71 

71 

85 

17 

116 

116 

1127 

86 

64 

same 

Vivian 

Byrd  Lee  Terry 

806 

806 

177 

177 

2578 

2578 

81 

81 

27 

27 

266 

266 

184 

184 

1460 

1460 

68 

68 

35 

35 

645 

645 

45 

49 

49 

81 

81 

538 

538 

645 

645 

886 

886 

8571 

99 

454 

-4 

Rodessa 

Byrd  Lee  Terry 

50 

50 

11 

11 

161 

161 

5 

5 

2 

2 

17 

17 

11 

11 

91 

91 

4 

4 

2 

2 

40 

40 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

5 

34 

34 

40 

40 

55 

55 

534 

100 

25 

-1 

Zwolle 

Lester  N.  Nance 

263 

263 

58 

58 

842 

842 

26 

26 

9 

9 

87 

87 

60 

60 

477 

477 

22 

22 

12 

12 

211 

211 

15 

15 

16 

16 

26 

26 

176 

176 

211 

211 

289 

2 

2800 

89 

107 

+4 

Converse 

Lester  N.  Nance 

29 

29 

6 

6 

91 

91 

3 

3 

1 

1 

9 

9 

7 

7 

52 

52 

2 

2 

1 

1 

23 

23 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

19 

19 

23 

23 

31 

31 

304 

100 

11 

same 

Noble 

Lester  N.  Nance 

30 

30 

/ 

7 

95 

95 

3 

3 

1 

1 

10 

10 

7 

7 

54 

54 

3 

3 

1 

1 

24 

24 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

20 

20 

24 

24 

33 

33 

319 

100 

19 

-1 

Broadmoor 

Edward  R.  Thomas 

4853 

4853 

1068 

1068 

15529 

15529 

485 

485 

165 

165 

1601 

1000 

1106 

1000 

8793 

8793 

408 

408 

214 

214 

3882 

3882 

272 

295 

295 

485 

485 

3242 

2400 

3882 

3882 

5338 

3000 

51618 

93 

2439 

-6 

Caddo  Heights 

A.  G.  Taylor 

461 

461 

1U1 

101 

1476 

1476 

46 

46 

16 

16 

152 

152 

105 

105 

836 

836 

39 

39 

20 

20 

369 

369 

26 

26 

28 

28 

46 

46 

308 

308 

369 

369 

507 

507 

4905 

100 

218 

-13 

Keithville 

A.  G.  Taylor 

123 

123 

2/ 

2/ 

394 

394 

12 

12 

4 

4 

41 

41 

28 

28 

223 

223 

10 

10 

5 

5 

99 

99 

7 

1 

7 

7 

12 

12 

82 

82 

99 

99 

135 

135 

1308 

100 

70 

-3 

Cedar  Grove 

M.  David  Felder 

753 

753 

166 

166 

2411 

2411 

75 

75 

26 

249 

100 

172 

1365 

1365 

63 

63 

33 

33 

603 

603 

42 

46 

75 

75 

503 

100 

603 

300 

829 

100 

8014 

77 

350 

-15 

Wesley 

M.  David  Felder 

120 

120 

26 

26 

385 

385 

12 

12 

4 

40 

27 

218 

93 

10 

10 

5 

5 

96 

96 

7 

7 

2 

12 

2 

80 

83 

96 

4 

132 

131 

1277 

75 

45 

-5 

Christ  Church 

Kenneth  R.  Reed 

1549 

1549 

341 

341 

4956 

4956 

155 

155 

53 

53 

511 

511 

353 

353 

2806 

2806 

130 

130 

68 

68 

1239 

1239 

87 

87 

94 

94 

155 

155 

1035 

1035 

1239 

1239 

1704 

1704 

164/5 

100 

1003 

+79 

Fairfield 

Howard  L.  Milo 

273 

273 

60 

60 

875 

875 

27 

27 

9 

9 

90 

90 

62 

62 

495 

495 

23 

23 

12 

12 

219 

219 

15 

15 

17 

1/ 

21 

27 

183 

183 

219 

219 

301 

301 

2907 

100 

109 

-1 

Jewella 

Howard  L.  Milo 

130 

130 

29 

29 

415 

415 

13 

13 

4 

4 

43 

43 

30 

30 

235 

235 

11 

11 

6 

6 

104 

10/ 

7 

7 

8 

8 

13 

13 

87 

87 

104 

184 

143 

143 

1382 

100 

78 

-2 

First,  Shreveport 

D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr. 

8681 

8681 

1910 

1910 

27781 

27781 

868 

868 

295 

295 

2865 

2865 

1979 

1979 

15731 

15731 

729 

729 

382 

382 

6945 

6945 

486 

486 

528 

528 

868 

868 

5799 

5799 

6945 

6945 

9550 

9550 

92342 

100 

5197 

+74 

Johnson 

Lee  C.  Jennings 

99 

99 

22 

22 

318 

318 

10 

10 

3 

3 

33 

33 

23 

23 

180 

180 

8 

8 

4 

4 

/9 

79 

6 

6 

6 

6 

10 

10 

66 

66 

/9 

/9 

109 

109 

1055 

100 

53 

-8 

Mt.  Zion 

Lee  C.  Jennings 

155 

155 

34 

34 

497 

497 

16 

16 

5 

51 

51 

35 

282 

282 

13 

13 

7 

7 

124 

124 

9 

3 

9 

3 

16 

16 

104 

25 

124 

124 

171 

25 

1652 

84 

81 

-3 

Lakeview 

Leland  0.  Wade 

/33 

733 

161 

161 

2346 

2353 

73 

73 

25 

25 

242 

242 

16/ 

167 

1328 

1328 

62 

62 

32 

32 

586 

586 

41 

41 

45 

4b 

/3 

/3 

490 

490 

586 

586 

806 

420 

/  796 

96 

318 

-3 

Mangum 

Oaniel  W.  Tohline 

1361 

13R1 

?99 

299 

4355 

4355 

136 

136 

46 

46 

449 

449 

310 

310 

2466 

2466 

114 

114 

60 

60 

1089 

1089 

76 

76 

83 

83 

136 

136 

909 

909 

1089 

1089 

149/ 

1497 

14475 

100 

609 

+  15 

Morningside 

Fred  W.  Schwendiman 

675 

675 

149 

149 

2161 

2161 

68 

68 

23 

23 

223 

100 

154 

154 

1223 

1223 

57 

57 

30 

30 

540 

540 

38 

41 

41 

68 

68 

451 

451 

540 

540 

743 

743 

7184 

97 

299 

-79 

Noel 

Benedict  A.  Galloway 

4771 

4771 

1050 

1050 

15267 

15267 

477 

477 

162 

162 

1574 

750 

1088 

1088 

8645 

8645 

401 

401 

210 

210 

381/ 

381/ 

26/ 

267 

290 

290 

4// 

4// 

3187 

1000 

381/ 

3817 

5248 

1300 

50748 

87 

2003 

-44 

North  Highland 

Robert  1.  Galatas 

1013 

1013 

223 

223 

3240 

3240 

101 

101 

34 

34 

334 

231 

1835 

641 

85 

85 

45 

45 

810 

810 

57 

62 

101 

101 

6/6 

810 

1114 

10//1 

59 

546 

-16 

Providence 

James  Jackman 

43 

43 

10 

10 

138 

138 

4 

4 

1 

14 

10 

78 

78 

4 

2 

35 

2 

3 

4 

29 

35 

48 

460 

60 

21 

-3 

Round  Grove 

66 

66 

15 

15 

71? 

71? 

7 

7 

? 

? 

?? 

?? 

15 

15 

120 

120 

fi 

fi 

3 

3 

53 

53 

4 

4 

4 

4 

7 

7 

44 

44 

53 

M 

73 

73 

706 

Kill 

43 

-1 

St.  James 

John  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr. 

443 

443 

97 

97 

1418 

1418 

44 

44 

15 

15 

146 

146 

101 

101 

803 

803 

37 

37 

19 

19 

354 

354 

25 

25 

27 

27 

44 

44 

296 

296 

354 

354 

487 

487 

4710 

100 

226 

+4 

St.  Luke's.  Shreveport 

Robert  L.  Potter 

864 

864 

190 

190 

2766 

2766 

86 

86 

29 

29 

285 

285 

197 

197 

1566 

1566 

73 

/3 

38 

38 

691 

691 

48 

48 

53 

53 

86 

86 

bll 

5// 

691 

691 

951 

951 

9191 

100 

443 

+12 

St.  Paul 

Nathan  Oamels,  Jr. 

439 

439 

97 

97 

1404 

1404 

44 

44 

15 

15 

145 

145 

100 

100 

795 

795 

37 

3/ 

19 

19 

351 

351 

25 

25 

21 

27 

44 

44 

293 

293 

351 

351 

483 

483 

4669 

100 

188 

+3 

Summer  Grove 

Robert  E.  Carter 

790 

790 

174 

174 

2529 

2529 

79 

79 

27 

27 

261 

261 

180 

180 

1432 

1432 

66 

66 

35 

35 

632 

632 

44 

44 

48 

48 

79 

79 

528 

528 

632 

632 

869 

869 

8405 

100 

441 

+1 

Trinity 

Leo  L.  Beck 

347 

347 

76 

76 

1110 

1110 

35 

35 

1? 

1? 

114 

114 

79 

70 

628 

6?8 

29 

15 

15 

111 

211 

19 

19 

21 

21 

35 

35 

23? 

232 

277 

?77 

381 

99 

3687 

93 

?34 

+7 

Ellerbe  Road 

Carl  F.  Lueg 

176 

176 

39 

39 

564 

564 

18 

18 

6 

6 

58 

10 

40 

10 

319 

150 

15 

6 

8 

7 

141 

50 

10 

10 

11 

11 

18 

10 

118 

40 

141 

141 

194 

100 

1876 

73 

84 

-21 

Wynn 

Harold  W.  Longfellow 

484 

484 

107 

107 

1550 

1550 

48 

48 

16 

10 

160 

110  | 

10 

878 

878 

41 

41 

21 

21 

387 

54 

21 

29 

48 

323| 

38/ 

b33 

5149 

63 

246 

-1 
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Television  features  pursue  ch 


urched,  unchurched  viewers 


‘Bible  Bowl’  — 
one  man’s  way 
to  children 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

TULSA,  Okla.  -  When  United 
Methodist  evangelist  Jack  Gray  tried 
one  day  to  give  a  dollar  away  to  any 
child  on  the  street  of  a  small  town  who 
could  name  the  12  disciples,  and  he 
had  to  go  home  with  his  dollar,  he 
determined  he  had  to  do  something 
about  Bible  illiteracy. 

That  was  11  years  ago.  Last  weeK 
when  Mr.  Gray’s  televised  “Bible 
Bowl"  went  nation-wide  on  two 
religious  networks,  he  was  “doing 
something"  which  could  well  reach 
children  in  up  to  5.5  million  homes. 

“Bible  Bowl,”  a  30-minute  TV  game 
show  for  elementary-aged  children, 
was  already  being  shown  weekly  on 
KTEW-TV  here  and  on  KXTX-TV  in 
Dallas.  Even  before  that,  “Bible 
Bowl”  materials  had  been  used  by 
children  in  more  than  1,000  local 
churches. 

But  with  the  addition  of  the 
Christian  Broadcasting  Network 
airing  Saturday,  March  3,  and  the 
People  That  Love  (PTL)  network 
Wednesday,  March  7,  the  quiz  show  is 
fast  becoming  “the  biggest  Bowl 
game"  anywhere.  Mr.  Gray  claims. 

The  show,  in  which  70  "Bible  Boys” 
and  “Gospel  Girls"  compete  in  teams 


for  mastery  of  Bible  facts,  is  refereed 
by  whistle-blowing  “Coach"  Gray, 
assisted  by  a  happy,  talking  robot 
named  “BEEBEE"  (for  Bible  Bowl, 
of  course).  Each  show  has  a  specific 
Bible  theme,  and  each  is  complete 
with  four  quarters  of  quizzing,  games, 
songs,  a  $100  kick-off  question  and  a  $5 
bonus-question  at  the  end.  The  grand 
finale  always  is  a  “Glory  Bowl,”  a 
giant  banana  split,  served  to  the 
winning  team. 

“Bible  Bowl’ ’has  just  one  goal,  Mr. 
Gray  says :  to  teach  simple  Bible  facts 
and  encourage  Bible  study.  It’s  based 
on  “three  things  the  Lord  taught  me 
about  children:”  (1)  They  can  learn 
the  Bible  or  anything  else  but  they 
must  be  motivated;  (2)  They  love 
games  that  are  fast,  action-packed, 
exciting  and  fun;  and  (3)  They  love 
competition. 

Development  of  the  television  game 
has  been  both  difficult  and  expensive, 
Mr.  Gray  admits.  But  it’s  been 
boosted  from  the  very  beginning  by 
people  such  as  a  man  who  was  so 
enthused  about  a  “Bible  Bowl”  event 
in  his  local  church  that  he  handed  the 
evangelist  a  check  for  $1,000  and  said, 
“This  needs  to  be  on  TV.  Here’s  my 
donation  to  help  you  do  it." 

With  an  estimated  40  million 
children  in  America  who  do  not 
regularly  attend  Sunday  School  and 
church  but  do  watch  television,  Mr. 
Gray  maintains,  “we’ve  got  to  try  to 
reach  those  40  million  children." 


TULSA.  Okla. 
—  The  “Gospel 
Girls”  are  clearly 
winning  this 
round  from  the 
“Bible  Boys"  on 
UM  evangelist 
"Coach’’  Jack 
Gray’s  “Bible 
Bowl”  television 
quiz  show.  The  30- 
minute  weekly 
show,  created  to 
teach  elementary- 
aged  children 
Bible  facts  and 
encourage  them 
to  study  the  Bible, 
is  seen  weekly  on 
KTEW-TV  here 
and  -recently 
premiered  nation¬ 
wide  on  both  the 
Christian  Broad¬ 
casting  Network 
and  the  PTL 
religious  network. 
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Easter  goes 
prime-time 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Four 
television  programs  of  special 
interest  to  United  Methodists  will  be 
shown  by  the  major  networks  during 
the  month  of  April.  Three  have 
particular  relevance  to  Easter. 

An  Easter  special  titled  “John 
Wesley:  The  World  Was  His  Parish" 
will  be  telecast  by  NBC  on  April  15  at 
10:00  a  m.  (Eastern  Time)  The  hour- 
long  program  on  the  spiritual  giant 
who  pioneered  modem  evangelism 
will  include  footage  taken  during  the 
re-opening  of  Wesley's  Chapel  in 
London  on  Nov.  1,  1978,  which  was 
attended  by  Queen  Elizabeth  II  and 
Prince  Philip. 

In  addition,  the  program  will 
feature  a  short  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
Ronald  Gibbins,  the  current  minister 
of  the  chapel,  which  has  been  called 
the  mother  church  of  world 
Methodism 

On  Good  Friday,  April  13.  the 
“Today”  show  has  scheduled  an 
interview  with  Maureen  O’Sullivan, 
stage  and  screen  actress  who  plays 
the  leading  role  in  the  new  film  "One 
Who  Was  There"  produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications.  Excerpts 
from  that  film  will  be  included  in  the 
program  aired  by  NBC-TV. 

Ms.  O’Sullivan  will  discuss  the 
making  of  the  film  in  which  she  plays 


Social  witness  backed 

New  coalition  reacts  to  UMC’s  i conservative  push  ’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

MADISON,  Wis.  —  Rallying  to  the 
invitation  to  create  “a  coalition  for 
progress  at  the  1980  General 
Conference,"  45  United  Methodists 
meeting  here  last  week  responded  by 
issuing  “a  call  to  action”  in  defense  of 
connectionalism  —  the  structural  system 
that  ties  all  UM  local  churches  together. 

“One  thing  that  unites  us  all  is  a  deep 
concern  for  the  social  witness  of  the 
church  and  what  we  perceive  as  a 
drawing  back  from  the  strong  social 
positions  the  church  has  taken,”  said  the 
Rev.  John  Collins  of  New  Rochelle,  N.Y. 
He  was  named  temporary  convenor  for 
the  ad  hoc  group,  which  calls  itself  “The 
Coalition  for  the  Whole  Gospel.” 

Mr.  Collins  said  other  motivations  for 
the  group’s  gathering  were: 

•  the  “strong  conservative  or 
reactionary  push  in  the  church,” 

Texas  has 
most  United 
Methodists 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Texas 
continues  to  be  the  state  with  the  greatest 
number  of  United  Methodists,  and  West 
Virginia  the  state  with  the  highest 
percentage  of  United  Methodists  in  the 
population. 

According  to  the  denomination’s 
statistical  office  here,  Texas  counted 
756,038  United  Methodists  at  the  end  of 
1976,  the  year  on  which  the  analysis  is 
based.  In  second  place  was  Pennsylvania 
with  677,902. 

As  a  percentage  of  total  population. 
West  Virginia’s  187,160  United 
Methodists  gave  it  10.3  percent  of  the 
state’s  residents.  In  second  place  was 
Kansas  with  9.8  percent. 

Rounding  out  the  top  ten  states  in 
membership  are  Ohio  with  638,847;  North 
Carolina,  490,717;  New  York,  437,050; 
Illinois.  433,196;  Virginia,  422,029; 
Georgia.  391,468;  Florida,  355,448;  and 
Tennessee,  346,765.  Of  the  top  ten,  only 
Florida  showed  a  slight  increase  in  total 
membership  since  the  last  such  report 
was  compiled  in  1970. 

Along  with  West  Virginia  and  Kansas 
in  the  top  percentage  category  are 
Oklahoma,  9.5;  Iowa,  9.4;  North 
Carolina,  8.9;  Delaware,  8.8;  Nebraska, 
8.7;  Mississippi,  8.67;  Arkansas.  8.65; 
and  Virginia,  8.3.  Ranking  50th  in 
percentage  of  population  is  Hawaii  with 
.68. 
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•  “awareness  that  a  lot  of  organizing 
efforts  are  already  underway,” 

•  “belief  that  the  church  is  drawing 
back  from  the  cities,  ”  and 

•  a  need  to  “recapture  evangelism 
from  the  right  wing  of  the  church.  ’’ 

While  denying  that  the  coalition  was 
reacting  to  any  one  meeting  of  other 
church  groups  “but  to  a  whole  series  of 
them,"  spokespersons  said,  “We  are 
another  view.”  Other  UM  groups 
specifically  cited  during  plenary  sessions 
—  which  were  open  to  the  press  —  were 
“Good  News,”  the  unofficial  evangelical 
caucus,  and  the  ad  hoc  group  of  100  which 
met  recently  in  Chicago.  The  latter  was 
referred  to  here  as  “the  tall  steeple 
group." 

The  “call  to  action”  describes  the 
group’s  analysis  of  today’s  social  and 
religious  scene  —  comparable  in  their 
view  to  1937  with  similar  levels  of 
economic  injustice,  fear,  widespread 
denial  of  human  rights  and 
“retrenchment.” 

The  “call”  is  for  the  church  to  be  “on 
the  side  of  the  poor  without 
equivocation.”  Instead  of  a  commitment 
to  piety  and  social  vision,  this  ad  hoc 
group  says  the  UMC  is  aligning  itself 
with  the  “purveyors  of  privilege"  and 
“turning  the  Gospel  into  a  track  of  false 
comfort  and  promise." 

While  specific  planks  of  their  platform 
for  General  Conference  remain  to  be 
fleshed  out  by  drafting  groups,  the 
persons  assembled  here  agreed  on  the 
substance  of  planks  in  three  general 
areas:  the  general  church,  the  ministry 
and  public  policy  issues. 

Style:  agressive 

As  to  style,  the  group  agreed  their 
approach  would  be  “aggressive  support 
of  the  connectional  system”  but  through 
“pro-active  positions”  and  not  from  a 
defensive  posture. 

An  on-going  structure  was  created  for 
the  coalition  which  will  seek  to  enlist 
other  church  caucuses  and  organizations 
in  its  ranks.  Projected  are  regional 
meetings  in  April  and  May  of  this  year, 
another  national  meeting  in  September 
and  a  larger  conference  next  January  or 
February  to  which  General  Conference 
delegates  will  be  invited.  An  on-site 
lobbying  effort  in  Indianapolis  in  April 
1980  when  the  UMC’s  legislative  body 
meets  is  also  planned. 

Clergy  comprised  three-fourths  of  the 
group  which  was  about  equally 
made  up  of  men  and  women,  most  of 
whom  were  from  the  UMC’s  North 
Central  and  Northeast  jurisdictions.  One- 
third  were  either  staff  or  persons 
officially  related  to  either  the  Board  of 
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BALKAN  /  GREEK  ISLES 

August  22  -  September  10 

An  exciting  new  tour  takes  us  to  Vienna,  by 
hydrofoil  to  Budapest,  private  motorcoach  to 
the  picturesque  forests  and  seaside  resorts  of 
Yugoslavia,  fly  to  Athens  for  a  7-day  Creek 
Island  cruise.  Visit  the  jewels  of  the  Topkapi 
Museum  in  Istanbul,  Delos  where  the  Greek 
gods  lived,  see  archaeological  wonder  of  Crete. 


STEAMBOAT  CRUISE 

September  13-28 

Rollin'  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  Ohio 
Rivers  aboard  the  DELTA  QUEEN  (U.S.  registry) 
on  this  exciting  tour!  This  historic  paddle¬ 
wheeler  shows  us  the  tradition  of  graciousness 
and  hospitality  of  the  Steamboat  Era.  We  sail 
from  Minneapolis/St.  Paul  to  Prairie  du  Chien, 
Hannibal,  St.  Louis;  fly  home  from  Cincinnati. 


Global  Ministries  or  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 
Cluster  of  concerns 

Among  the  platform  planks  to  be 
developed  in  the  areas  of  the  general 
church  are  a  cluster  of  concerns  around 
preserving  “connectionalism”:  keeping 
the  traditional  funding  pattern  of  the 
World  Service  Fund,  defending  “the 
prophetic  ministry  of  the  boards  and 
agencies,"  and  enabling  local  church 
members  to  be  a  part  of  a  wide  range  of 
ministries  throughout  the  world. 

Although  the  issue  of  homosexuality 
was  taken  on  with  some  reluctance,  the 
ad  hoc  coalition  agreed  with  Marilyn 
Clement  of  Englewood.  N.J.,  who  said. 
“We  have  to  take  on  the  homosexual 
issue  if  we  are  for  full  human  rights. 
Everything  is  jeopardized  if  we  don’t 
take  a  forward  position  on  that.  ’’ 

The  ad  hoc  group  will  propose  deletion 
of  Par.  906.13  of  the  “Discipline”  — 
which  states  that  UM  funds  cannot  be 
used  to  “promote  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality”  —  and  of  Par.  1630  which 
gives  UM  seminaries  a  role  in  the 
selection  of  persons  for  the  church’s 
ministry.  Also,  they  support  protection  of 
the  rights  of  homosexual  ministers  to 
continue  in  ministry  and  removal  of 
barriers  to  the  ordination  of  homo¬ 
sexuals. 

Other  ministry  planks  include  support 
for  12-year  term  episcopacy,  a  part-time 
ministry  and  establishment  of 
affirmative  action  teams  in  every  annual 
conference  to  monitor  appointments  of 
women  and  ethnic  persons. 

Public  policy  planks 

Public  policy  planks  focus  on  peace 
and  arms  reduction  issues,  human  rights 
issues,  labor  and  employment 
legislation,  opposition  to  reactivation  of 
the  selective  service  system,  and 
continued  church  support  for  school 
desegregation  and  open  housing. 

Several  hundred  invitations  to  the 
session  were  issued  by  a  committee  of 
three  persons:  the  Rev.  George  McLain, 
executive  director  of  the  unofficial 
Methodist  Federation  of  Social  Action, 
Staten  Island,  N.Y.;  Joan  McClure 
Hamm,  Evanston.  Ill.,  editor  of  “The 
Flyer,”  newsletter  of  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  (now 
resigned);  and  the  Rev.  Gil  Caldwell,  a 
university  chaplain  of  Amherst,  Mass. 

Fellowship 
winner  is 
announced 

DALLAS  —  The  recipient  of  the  1979 
Ralph  Stoody  Fellowship  for  graduate 
study  in  journalism  is  Gladys  Faye 
Wilson-Beach  of  Bronx.  N.Y.,  the 
selection  committee  announced  here  last 


week. 
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4  colonel,  a  governor  and  a  UM  bishop  speak 


BARBOURvILLE,  Ky.  —  Colonel  Harland  Sanders  of  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken 
fame.  Gov.  Julian  M.  Carroll  and  United  Methodist  Bishop  Frank  L.  Robertson 
(right)  of  the  Louisville  Area  joined  more  than  300  persons  at  the  opening  banquet  to 
celebrate  UM-related  Union  College’s  centennial.  Colonel  Sanders  was  honored  for 
his  sponsorship  of  364  scholarships  to  Union  College  students.  Gov.  Carroll  wished  the 
school  “another  100  years  of  success”  and  Bishop  Robertson  praised  the  vision  of  the 
founders  of  the  college  who  during  Reconstruction  Days  wanted  better  times  for  their 
young  people.  Kentucky  umr  photo 

Church  is  called  to  be 
extended  family  for  many 


□  Treasure  West  □Hawaii  Reg.  Ohio  Travel  Agent  #TA0137  (print)  TM30979  j 


The  Rev.  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam 
III,  chairperson  of 
the  fellowship  se¬ 
lection  committee, 
said  the  $5,000  grant 
is  made  annually  by 
United  Methodist 
Communications  to 
a  person  for 
graduate  study  at 
Ms. Wilson-Beach  an  accredited 
school  of  journalism.  The  selection 
is  made  on  the  basis  of  five  criteria: 
Christian  commitment,  church  involve¬ 
ment,  academic  performance,  talent  and 
experience,  clarity  of  future  goals  and 
applicant’s  potential  as  a  professional 
journalist. 

Ms.  Wilson-Beach  is  a  graduate  of 
Wilson  College,  Chambersburg.  Pa.,  and 
will  be  awarded  a  master’s  degree  in 
sacred  theology  by  Drew  Theological 
School.  Madison.  N.J.  in  May  She  is  a 
member  of  St.  Stephens  United 
Methodist  Church,  Bronx,  where  her 
husband  is  pastor.  She  hopes  to  continue 
her  studies  at  the  Columbia  School  of 
Journalism  in  New  York  City. 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  church 
should  avoid  idealizing  the  nuclear 
family,  a  United  Methodist  bishop  told 
participants  in  a  national  ethnic  minority 
family  consultation  here  last  month. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White,  Princeton,  N.J., 
said  the  nuclear  family,  characterized  by 
“mother,  father  and  two  kids  in  the 
suburbs."  is  "barren  and  boring.” 

As  the  number  of  children  and  the 
functions  of  the  family  have  shrunk, 
particularly  since  World  War  II.  he  said 
there  has  developed  a  longing  for 
community. 

The  bishop's  comments  were  affirmed 
by  members  of  all  four  major  ethnic 
rhinority  groups  who  said  they  were  in 
danger  of  losing  the  extended  family  as 
the  place  where  cultural  traditions  and 
values  are  transmitted 

"There  is  nothing  in  the  New 
Testament  which  can  be  read  to  baptize 
our  isolated,  emotionally  incestuous, 
image-conscious,  conspicuous,  consum¬ 
ing,  shrunken  family."  he  declared. 
“On  several  occasions  Jesus  rebuked 
the  claims  of  blood  ties  when  they  com¬ 
promised  the  mission  of  the  King¬ 
dom. 

"There  is  no  word  in  the  New 
Testament  for  ‘family’  in  the  sense  we 
use  it  today."  he  added.  “Instead,  the 
word  was  ‘household’  households 
reached  out  to  households." 

The  bishop  said  he  hoped  the  church 
could  capture  that  vision  and  become  a 
substitute  for  the  disappearing  extended 
families.  “The  church  is  the  one  cross- 
generational,  cross-cultural  arena  in 
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which  depth  experiences  can  take 
place.” 

Bishop  White,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship’s  standing  committee  on 
family  life,  gave  the  only  address  at  the 
consultation.  Representatives  from  each 
of  the  four  major  ethnic  minority  groups 
—  black,  Hispanic,  Asian  American  and 
Native  American  —  responded. 

Abigail  Autajay,  a  Filipino-American 
from  San  Francisco,  said  the  pressure  to 
conform  to  the  dominant  majority 
culture  is  “detrimental  to  our  own 
cultural  heritage.”  Expressing  the 
difficulty  of  transition  from  the  ethnic 
minority  to  the  ethnic  majority,  she  said, 
“I’m  not  sure  there  should  be  a 
transition  " 

She  said  Asians  who  have  been  taught 
traditional  values  such  as  respect  for 
elders  and  passiveness  find  it  difficult  to 
adjust  to  a  majority  white  culture  which 
promotes  “convenience  and  efficiency," 
aggressiveness,  and  “saying  what  you 
think." 

Native  Americans  are  not  unlike  Asian 
immigrants,  observed  Josephine  Wildcat 
Bigler  of  Wauwatosa.  Wis.  “Native  Amer¬ 
icans  who  were  forcibly  removed  from 
the  east  to  the  west  also  had  to  adjust 
to  a  new  environment." 

All  four  ethnic  groups  called  for  more 
church  resources  tailored  especially  to 
their  cultural  traditions;  motivation, 
recruitment  and  training  of  leaders;  and 
aggressive  involvement  of  the  church  in 
concerns  facing  minority  families, 
specifically  housing,  education, 
employment  and  health  care. 


the  part  of  Mary  Magdalene,  shown 
many  years  after  Jesus'  death  as  she 
sets  out  from  Jerusalem  to  return 
home  to  Galilee.  En  route  she  meets  a 
congregation  of  young  Christians  in 
Jericho  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Sea  of 
Galilee  has  an  experience  reminding 
her  of  Easter  morning  when  she  was 
the  first  to  see  the  risen  Lord 

For  the  Easter  season  CBS-TV  is 
showing  an  animated  two-part  series 
titled  “The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the 
Wardrobe”  on  April  1  and  2.  at  8:00 
p.m.  Based  on  C.  S.  Lewis’ 
“Chronicles  of  Narnia.”  it  is  an 
allegory  about  the  Crucifixion  and 
Resurrection  It  was  produced  by  the 
Episcopal  Radio-TV  Foundation  of 
Atlanta.  Ga  .  in  cooperation  with 
Children's  Television  Workshop. 

In  a  letter  to  all  United  Methodist 
bishops,  Curtis  Chambers,  director  of 
United  Methodist  Communications, 
informed  them  the  Episcopal 
Foundation  had  been  asked  to  mail 
viewers’  guides  to  all  annual 
conference  councils  on  ministry  and 
communications  chairpersons. 

Last  program  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Chambers  in  his  letter  to  the  bishops 
is  a  film  documentary  on  prison 
reform  focusing  on  the  work  of  United 
Methodist  minister  Fahy  G.  ("Skip”) 
Mullaney,  national  director  of  the 
Offender  Aid  and  Rehabilitation 
program  based  in  Charlottesville.  Va. 

The  program  will  be  shown  as  part 
of  the  ABC  "Directions"  series  on 
April  1  at  12:30  ET 


Bishop’s 
plan  called 
failure 

SPRINGFIELD.  Ill.  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  has 
failed  in  his  efforts  to  bring  majority 
government  to  Rhodesia  through  the 
internal  agreement  signed  by  Prime 
Minister  Ian  Smith,  in  the  opinion  of 
another  of  the  church’s  bishops  who 
returned  recently  from  a  visit  to  Africa. 

Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp.  in  an  interview 
published  in  the  Feb.  23  Central  Illinois 
Conference  edition  of  TM/UMR,  said 
Bishop  Muzorewa  must  be  supported  in 
*  ‘every  way  we  can,  ( but )  he  is  a  political 
figure  as  well  as  a  bishop." 

"I  believe  Muzorewa  has  done 
sincerely  what  he  thought  would  bring 
some  order  with  as  little  bloodshed  as 
possible,"  Bishop  Hodapp  said. 
“Unfortunately,  I  also  believe  his  efforts 
to  effect  peace  through  the  ‘internal 
agreement’  are  not  viable  and  that  this 
plan  has  failed. 

“The  church  should  not  put  all  its 
support  in  one  spot.  Given  the  feelings  in 
Africa,  the  World  Council  of  Churches' 
grant  to  the  Patriotic  Front  was  wise.  We 
must  remember  the  council  is  a  world 
organization,  and  it  must  listen  to  its 
members  on  the  continent  where  it  sends 
aid,  and  the  church  must  assist  refugees 
in  their  plight.” 

The  bishop  said  “the  clear  message  we 
received  on  this  visit  is  that  the  people  in 
Africa  with  whom  we  talked  support  the 
Patriotic  Front  and  feel  it  is  the  only 
hope  for  independence  in  Zimbabwe."  He 
continued: 

“The  only  question  is,  which  branch  of 
the  Front  will  emerge  as  the  new 
government  —  (that  led  by  Joshua) 
Nkomo.  or  (Robert)  Mugabe  who  is 
based  in  Mozambique?  They  expect  it 
will  be  Mugabe.  " 

Bishop  Hodapp  visited  Nkomo's 
headquarters  in  Zambia  and  talked  with 
Chinamanu,  second  in  command 

"How  can  Americans  and  the  British 
think  we’re  Communists."  the  bishop 
quoted  Chinamanu  as  asking,  “when 
both  Nkomo  and  I  are  Methodist  local 
pastors?" 

Neither,  Bishop  Hodapp  said,  can  the 
Africans  understand  why  Christians 
object  to  helping  people  who  are  as 
desperate  as  the  people  in  the  refugee 
camps.  He  said  the  Patriotic  Front 
leader  told  him :  “If  you  are  afraid  we’ll 
buy  arms  with  it  (the  WCC’s  $85,000 
grant),  send  medical  supplies  and  food.” 

The  Illinois  Area  episcopal  leader 
described  both  Zambia  and  Mozambique 
as  being  “in  chaos  because  of  the 
Rhodesian  situation.  These  countries  are 
full  of  refugees  and  the  war  is  being 
fought  as  much  there  as  in  Rhodesia .  " 

In  Zambia,  however,  he  said,  “the 
government  is  Christian  oriented,  and 
religious  education  is  included  in  the 
school  curriculum  for  the  first  seven 
grades." 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Sensational  headlines 

American  newspaper  editors  have 
given  what  they  consider  the  most 
sensational  headline  they  could  ever 
write  The  results  of  the  poll  are  in  the 
new  edition  of  “The  People’s  Alma¬ 
nac."  says  the  World  Association  for 
Christian  Communication  Newsletter. 
The  editors  who  took  part  in  the  poll 
came  up  with  these  suggestions:  (1) 
Jesus  returns  to  earth.  (2)  Life  dis¬ 
covered  on  another  planet.  (3)  Perma¬ 
nent  peace  comes  to  the  world.  ( 4 )  Nu¬ 
clear  war  annihilates  most  of  the 
world  (5)  New  low-cost  form  of  energy 
discovered 

Can  you  top  this? 

The  Rev.  Hayden  Sears,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Mesa, 
Ariz  .  wants  to  know  if  any  other  staff 
can  boast  of  having  a  “bird"  for  an 
organist,  a  “bunney"  for  the  church 


secretary  and  a  “duck”  for  the 
receptionist?  On  the  staff  at  First 
Church  are  Sue  Bird,  organist;  Wilma 
L.  Bunney,  church  secretary- 
treasurer;  and  Carol  Duck, 
receptionist. 

A  general  practitioner 
Commissioned  a  deaconess  by  the 
former  Women's  Missionary  Council 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South  in  the  spring  of  1938,  Helen 
Mandlebaum  retires  this  month  as  the 
last  deaconess  commissioned  by  that 
body  to  retire.  She's  been  40  years 
with  the  Wesley  Community  House  in 
Louisville.  Ky  “We  are  still  the 
‘General  Practitioner’  of  the  social 
services  area,"  she  said.  “Because  of 
our  presence  in  the  community  to 
perform  preventive  medicine  and 
make  appropriate  referrals.  I  see  a 
continuing  role  for  the  settlement 
house  in  urban  life." 


Helen  Mandlebaum  and  children 
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Covenant  community  vows  to  live  out  faith 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

EVANSVILLE,  Ind.  —  The  year  was 
1965,  and  in  a  dormitory  room  of  a  small 
Kentucky  college,  two  young  men  talked 
about  revolution. 

In  an  era  when  ivy-hall  revolutionaries 
were  nearly  as  plentiful  as  unused  bongo 
drums  on  most  campuses,  such  a 
discussion  was  not  unique.  What  was 
relatively  unique  was  the  kind  of 
“revolution”  the  two  men  were  talking 
about. 

Phil  Amerson  and  John  Doyle  —  two 
United  Methodist  “preachers’  kids” 
from  Southern  Indiana  —  were  excitedly 
spinning  dreams  about  revolutionary 
kinds  of  “Christian  community”  in  which 
they  as  middle-class,  white  professional 
people  could  “live  more  responsibly  as 
people  of  faith.” 

Also  unique  is  the  fact  that  14  years 
later  in  this  Southwestern  Indiana  city  of 
120,000  people  the  dreams  spun  in  that 
college  dormitory  have  “hit  the  street” 
(and  survived). 

They  call  it  “Patchwork  Central”  and 
describe  it  as  a  “community  living  in 
Christian  covenant.”  John  and  Phil  have 
been  joined  in  their  dream  by  their 
wives,  Elaine  Amerson  and  Ruth  Doyle, 
and  by  five  other  “covenant  members": 
Calvin  and  Nelia  Kimbrough,  Stacey 
Northcote,  Judy  Skovmand  and  Jerry 
Graville.  John,  Phil,  Calvin  and  Nelia 
are  all  United  Methodist  ministers  on 
special  appointment.  All  of  the  covenant 
members  have  professional  backgrounds 

—  varying  from  education  to  urban 
development  to  counseling  to  communi¬ 
cations. 

Act  out  the  faith 

“Some  people  seem  to  want  to  make 
what  we  are  doing  here  complex,”  says 
Mr.  Amerson.  “It’s  actually  very  simple. 
We  have  not  come  here  to  save  the  world 
or  even  to  save  Evansville.  We  have 
come  to  Evansville  to  live  near  each 
other  and  act  out  our  faith  together  and 
in  the  larger  community.” 

To  do  that,  “Patchwork”  members 
believe: 

•  Formal  Christian  covenant  is  central 

—  “Christian  covenant  is  more  than 
joining  a  Sunday  school  class.”  Upon 
becoming  a  member  of  the  community, 
each  person  agrees  to  a  ten-point 
covenant  which  includes  agreement  to 
take  part  in  individual  and  community 
prayer  each  day,  to  study  and  read  the 
Bible,  to  commit  to  a  specific  ministry  in 
the  community,  to  affirm  a  simple 
lifestyle,  to  contribute  financially  to  the 
community,  to  spend  time  with  his/her 
spouse  and  childi^n,  and  to  take  part  in 
community  activities  such  as  worship 
and  twice- per-week  shared  meals. 


•  Geographic  proximity  is  essential  — 
"It  is  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  maintain  meaningful 
relationships  from  a  distance.”  For  this 
reason,  covenant  members  have  chosen 
to  move  into  homes  near  each  other  — 
along  two  streets  in  central  Evansville. 
"We  are  not  into  proving  how  long  we 
could  tolerate  living  together  in  the  same 
house,  but  we  believed  nearness  is  very 
important  to  the  concept  of  community  ." 

Community:  God’s  gift 

"We  have  no  formula  for  ‘community’ 
that  can  be  offered  as  a  model  for  anyone 
else,”  says  Mr.  Amerson.  "Community 
is  a  gift  of  God.  We  didn’t  come  here  to 
‘force’  community.  We  came  here  as  an 
act  of  faith  that  community  could  exist." 

With  that  in  mind,  “Patchwork” 
members  also  did  not  come  to  Evansville 
with  a  “master  plan”  for  ministry.  Many 
of  the  early  weeks  were  spent  getting  to 
know  the  neighborhood  —  getting  out  on 
the  streets  and  talking  to  people  on  their 
front  porches. 

Mr.  Doyle  worked  at  developing  a 
counseling  practice,  others  worked  at  a 
variety  of  part-time  jobs  in  order  to 
break  even  financially  while  trying  to 
“gain  sensitivity”  to  the  neighborhood. 

“We  tried  to  minimize  our  assump¬ 
tions.  We  spent  a  lot  of  time  just  listening,” 
says  Elaine  Amerson. 

One  of  “Patchwork’s”  early  ob¬ 
servations  was  that  many  persons  in 
their  neighborhood  were  elderly  and  with 
limited  transportation  had  difficulty 
getting  food  such  as  fresh  vegetables.  At 
the  same  time,  many  of  these  persons 
had  both  the  space  for  a  garden  and  the 
time  to  tend  it,  with  some  help. 
Therefore,  “Patchwork"  members 
bought  a  tiller  and  began  tilling  the  soil 
for  persons  interested  in  gardening. 

They  found  expertise  in  gardening 
among  the  elderly  residents  was  high 
and  that  those  who  were  less  adept  at 
gardening  could  get  help  from  other 
residents  who  were.  The  gardens 
flourished,  and  so  did  community  spirit. 
Other  neighborhood  issues 

Other  neighborhood  issues  also  came 
to  the  attention  of  “Patchwork”  and  in 
the  months  to  come  community 
members  were  involved  in: 

•  efforts  to  cool  racial  tensions  at  a 
neighborhood  swimming  pool.  “Patch- 
work”  helped  influence  city  officials  to 
hire  more  black  lifeguards  and  personnel 
at  the  pool,  which  was  used  almost 
exclusively  by  blacks.  “Patchwork” 
families  began  swimming  at  the  pool, 
eventually  other  neighborhood  whites 
also  began  using  the  pool  and  by  the  end 
of  the  summer  black  and  whites  swam 
together  without  racial  incident. 

•  a  nutrition  coalition.  Food  coopera- 


EVANSVILLE,  Ind.  —  Elaine  Amerson,  center,  holding  papers,  talks  to  voters 
during  her  campaign  for  Evansville  School  Board.  Dr.  Amerson,  a  member  of  the 
“Patchwork  Central”  community,  successfully  ran  for  an  at-large  school  board 
seat  after  leading  her  neighborhood  in  a  campaign  to  save  the  neighborhood  school 
from  being  closed.  (See  related  story  on  this  page.)  patchwork  central 


‘’Miracles'’ can  be  understood 


fives  were  formed  and  plans  were  laid  for 
a  “market-mobile”  which  will  serve  the 
neighborhood  this  summer  to  provide 
fresh  food  for  those  unable  to  travel  to 
grocery  stores  outside  the  neighborhood 

•  efforts  to  save  the  neighborhood 
school.  “Patchwork”  members  led  the 
struggle  to  keep  a  naturally  integrated, 
walk-in  neighborhood  school  from  being 
closed.  After  several  difficult  months 
the  Evansville  school  board  recanted 
plans  to  close  the  school  and  agreed 
to  build  a  new  school  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  replace  it. 

•  workshops  and  seminars  for 
community  awareness.  These  have 
included  Television  Awareness  Training. 

The  “Patchwork”  community  also 
holds  weekly  worship  services  called 
“house  church”  each  Sunday  evening 
and  weekly  Bible  classes.  The  gatherings 
are  attended  by  covenant  members  as 
well  as  persons  from  throughout  the 
community  who,  although  they  are  not  a 
part  of  the  covenant,  take  part  in 
“Patchwork”  activities  and  projects. 

Finding  jobs  to  do  or  issues  to  deal  with 
has  never  been  a  problem  at 
“Patchwork,"  the  covenant  members 


say.  What  has  not  always  been  easy  is 
helping  persons  elsewhere  in  the  church 
to  understand  what  “Patchwork”  is  all 
about. 

“We’re  not  here  to  prove  anyone  else’s 
call  to  Christian  discipleship  is  wrong,” 
says  Mr.  Doyle.  “Other  people  have 
different  calls,  but  we  believe  God  calls 
us  to  this  community  now.” 

Some  other  observers,  covenant 
members  say,  try  to  turn  “Patchwork” 
into  some  kind  of  a  model  of  covenant 
living  that  can  be  “trans¬ 
planted”  elsewhere. 

“It  has  become  clear  to  us  that,  if  we 
are  doing  any  modeling,  it  is  by  saying 
‘yes,  you  can’  to  others  who  are 
considering  changing  their  lifestyle,” 
Mr.  Doyle  says. 

“We  believe  the  future  of  the  church  is 
not  in  some  national  board,”  adds  Mr. 
Amerson.  “The  future  of  the  church  is  in 
the  streets.  You  won’t  find  the  church 
where  you  dump  the  institution’s  money, 
but  rather  where  people  take  discipleship 
seriously. 

“If  we  become  a  model  of  anything  we 
hope  it’s  a  model  for  being  all  you  can  be 
wherever  you  are." 


Christians’  problems  with  spiritual  healing  cited 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  A  miracle  occurs  when 
God  does  something  that  can’t  be  done. 
Right? 

Wrong,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
told  a  recent  meeting  here  of  the  Texas 
Society  for  Psychical  Research. 

Miracle  is  not  based  on  a  violation  of 
natural  order,  said  the  Rev.  Lawrence 
Althouse.  as  he  quoted  St.  Augustine,  the 
4th  century  Christian  theologian,  who 
said  a  miracle  does  not  take  place  in 
contradiction  to  nature  but  only  in 
contradiction  to  what  people  know  of 
nature. 

A  miracle  then,  said  Mr.  Althouse,  has 
to  do  not  with  the  “impossible,”  but 
rather  with  the  “possible”  that  only 
seems  “impossible”  because  human 
knowledge  is  limited. 

Mr.  Althouse,  minister,  author  and 
lecturer  on  the  subject  of  spiritual 
healing,  spoke  to  the  Dallas  audience  on 
"Spiritual  Healing  and  the  Interface 
Between  Parapsychology  and  Religion.” 
He  held  weekly  healing  services  for  10 
years  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 


Classified 


16-DAY  TOUR.  Egypt-Holy  Land-Greece,  April  20  to 
May  5  $1398  from  N  Y  About  $250  R  T  from  L  A  to 
N  Y  Sponsored  by  Wholesale  Tours  International 
Contact  tour  host  Pastor  Don  Lathrop,  Box  207, 
Independence.  Calif  93526  Phone  <714)878-2236 


TRAVEL  LONDON.  Egypt.  Israel.  Greece.  Rome 
Seventeen  days  this  July  New  Wesley's  Chapel. 
UMCOR  projects,  Qumran.  much  more  Brochure. 
Rev  Ralph  Lawrence.  502  N  11th.  Payette.  Id  83661 
DIRECTOR/MINISTER  TO  YOUTH  A  large 
metropolitan  church  has  opening  for  an  experienced 
Director  or  Minister  to  Youth  Excellent  fringe 
benefits,  salary  negotiable  Mail  picture  with 
resume  to  Personnel  Committee.  P  O  Box  22013. 
Houston.  Tex.  77027  


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  position 
available  June  l,  1979  for  creative,  energetic  person 
who  cares  about  youth,  grades  7  through  12 
Responsible  for  program  development  and 
implementation,  recruiting  and  training  of 
leadership,  etc  Large  downtown  church  offers 
opportunity  to  develop  ministries  of  caring,  outreach 
and  spiritual  growth  Salary  open  plus  benefits 
Contact  Blair  P  Richards.  St  Luke  United 
Methodist  Church.  PO  Box  867.  Columbus.  Ga 
31902 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  for  progressive,  expanding 
suburban  congregation  in  fast-growing  Florida 
Suncoast  area  Qualifications  unordained,  post¬ 
graduate  degree  and/or  previous  experience  in 
church  programming.  Contact:  Dr  Charles  Courtoy, 
Forest  Hills  United  Methodist.  Box  17675.  Tampa. 
Fla  33682 _ 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  2000  membership. 
200-plus  teenagers  Suburban  church  Kendall  United 
Methodist.  7600  S  W  l(Hth  St.,  Miami.  Fla  33156 
Attention  Tom  Hamilton. 


SUMMER  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  Nice 
working  conditions  Excellent  salary  plus  car 
expenses  St  John's  U.M.C .  Ill  Cloudcroft.  San 
Antonio.  Tex  78228.  Call  collect  (5121433-7639 
Nights:  >512)684-1687 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT 
Ministries:  Belle  Meade  United  Methodist  Church 
Nashville,  Tenn  2100  members,  six  professional 
staff  Excellent  salary  negotiable  Available  June  1 
Contact:  Dr  Edward  Crump.  121  Davidson  Road, 
Nashville.  Tenn  37205. 


COKESBURY  BOOK  STORE  has  job  opening  for 
qualified  person  in  church  supplies  Retail 
experience  necessary  Send  resume  to  Cokes  bury 
730  West  Hampden.  Englewood,  Col.  80110. 


Monton,  Penn.,  where  he  was  pastor  and 
has  served  as  president  of  Spiritual 
Frontiers  Fellowship,  a  national  society 
dedicated  to  exploring  the  relationship 
between  religion  and  parapsychology. 

Problems  with  healing 

Some  modern  Christians  have 
problems  with  what  people  call 
“spiritual  healing,”  he  said,  because 
they  believe  miracle  demands  the 
supernatural.  These  believers 
acknowledge  God  as  creator  of  the 
universe  but  they  still  regard  him  "as  an 
‘outsider’  and  ‘interloper’  who  must 
interfere  with  and  actually  break  the 
ironclad  laws  which  He  himself 
devised.” 

When  scientific  understanding  through 
parapsychological  testing  in  a  laboratory 
sheds  light  on  a  healing  “miracle,”  these 
people  complain  that  “we  have 
destroyed  miracle,”  he  said.  Yet  what 
actually  has  been  destroyed  is  the 
narrow  definition  that  they  hold  of 
miracle,  “which  is  a  distortion  of 
Christian  thinking,  anyway,”  Mr. 
Althouse  said. 

A  more  dynamic  view  of  God,  he 
suggested,  would  be  to  see  God  working 
in  and  through  the  natural  order  of 
creation  rather  than  in  violation  of  it. 

The  clergyman,  a  member  of  the 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual 


Conference  on  leave  of  absence  in  Dallas, 
noted  the  growing  interest  today  in 
spiritual  healing  and  the  parapsycho¬ 
logical,  or  “para-normal,  beyond  the 
normal,”  as  he  also  called  it.  Organized 
religion  presents  a  curious  state  of 
affairs,  he  commented,  for  while  lay  peo¬ 
ple  seem  particularly  interested,  few 
denominations  have  given  any  official 
recognition  of  the  ministry  going  on 
in  these  fields. 

“My  book  ("Rediscovering  the  Art  of 
Healing" )  was  the  first  on  the  subject  of 
healing  to  be  published  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in  30  years,” 
he  said.  “Standard  brand  seminaries 
have  not  recognized  healing  or 
parapsychology  in  their  curricula."  He 
also  mentioned  a  recent  book  survey¬ 
ing  150  theologians  of  the  20th  century 
in  which  “not  one  of  them  discussed 
healing  or  any  aspect  of  the'  para¬ 
normal.” 

Why  the  silence? 

Why  the  silence  on  this  subject?  Mr. 
Althouse  offered  a  number  of  reasons 
why  healing  —  and  much  of 
parapsychology  —  pose  problems  for 
many  Christians.  In  addition  to  the 
limited  definition  of  miracle  held  by 
some  believers,  he  said : 

Healing  challenges  a  view  of  the  body 
and  of  illness  which  has  dominated  most 


Christian  taxpayers  seek  legal 
alternatives  to  military  funds 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Christian 
taxpayers  who  conscientiously  object  to 
paying  taxes  for  military  spending  are 
seeking  legal  alternatives  through  the 
National  Council  for  a  World  Peace  Tax 
Fund. 

Dr.  Herman  Will  of  the  Division  of 
World  Peace  in  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  said  the 
drive  has  been  initiated  by  the  historic 
peace  churches  —  Mennonite,  Society  of 
Friends  (Quaker)  and  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  But  he  pointed  out  that  the  1976 
General  Conference  of  the  UMC  also 
endorsed  the  right  of  individuals  who,  for 
reason  of  conscience,  object  to  the 
payments  of  taxes  for  military  purposes. 


CRS 

Communications 

Clinics 

Houston.  April  17-18 
Walter  Underwood,  Dean 
Austin,  April  18-19 
Jack  Heacock,  Dean 
Lubbock .  April  19-20 
Ted  Dotts.  Dean 

United  Methodist  Communications  Council 
(214) 744-0345 _ 


P.  O.  Box  990 
Dallas,  Tx.  75221 


The  General  Conference  resolution  asks 
that  such  persons  be  granted  legal 
recognition. 

“These  persons  do  not  object  to  paying 
taxes :  they  simply  want  their  taxes  to  go 
for  other  purposes,"  Dr.  Will  told 
TM/UMR. 

He  said  a  World  Peace  Tax  Fund  bill 
has  been  before  Congress  for  the  last  five 
years  “with  growing  support."  During 
the  last  session  the  bill  had  28  sponsors  in 
the  House  and  three  in  the  Senate.  It  will 
be  reintroduced  in  the  96th  Congress  this 
year.  Principal  House  sponsor  is  Rep. 
Ronald  Dellums  (D-Calif.). 

The  legislation  proposes  the  creation  of 
a  national  commission  to  oversee  the 
expenditure  of  the  portion  of  federal 
taxes  normally  going  for  military 
spending  but  which  would  be  used 
instead  for  peace-related  projects. 

Dr.  Will  said  alternative  projects 
would  have  to  have  some  reconciling  or 
international  aspect  to  qualify  for  the 
special  funds.  Possible  uses  might 
include  the  Peace  Corps,  international 
cultural  exchanges,  a  national  peace 
academy,  or  UNICEF. 

A  letter  writing  campaign  is  in 
progress  urging  enactment  of  a  legal 
alternative  for  taxpayers  morally 
opposed  to  war  which  will  continue 
through  April  15. 


of  Christendom  since  the  5th  century. 
Jesus  taught  that  illness  was  contrary  to 
God’s  will;  so,  the  early  church 
engaged  in  the  ministry  of  healing  as 
a  normal  activity  for  centuries,  he  said. 

Beginning  in  the  5th  century,  however, 
Mr.  Althouse  said  asceticism  —  an 
emphasis  that  only  the  spirit  and  not  the 
body  is  important  —  began  to  emerge.  It 
undermined  the  view  of  Jesus.  The  body 
was  now  regarded  as  shameful  and 
sickness  was  seen  as  a  mark  of  God’s 
correction.  Christians  turned  to  a 
salvation  of  the  soul  and  did  not  seek,  as 
did  Jesus,  “to  make  people  whole  in  mind 
and  body  as  well  as  spirit,”  he  said. 

Still  today,  he  added,  many  Christians 
find  themselves  uncomfortable  with  the 
“holistic  perspective  that  healing  brings 
to  bear  on  a  religion  which  for  too  long 
has  been  satisfied  to  concentrate  on 
disembodied  souls.” 

Healing  seems  to  bring  a  judgment 
upon  a  powerless  church.  Jesus  healed, 
his  disciples  healed,  and  Jesus  indicated 
that  the  church  would  do  even  greater 
things,  Mr.  Althouse  said.  Yet  the  church 
for  centuries  has  ignored  this  gift. 
Countless  modern  Christians  feel 
threatened  when  instances  of  healing 
take  place  in  the  church.  And  they  feel 
particularly  threatened,  the  minister 
said,  as  healings  increasingly  are 
reported  by  psychics  outside  the  church 
and  as  evidence  comes  from  laboratories 
in  which  parapsychological  phenomena 
are  being  tested. 

Healing  threatens  the  materialistic 
view  of  the  world  held  by  numerous 
Christians.  That  view,  he  said,  consigns 
spiritual  healing  to  superstition  and 
myth  because  it  has  no  place  in  a 
modem,  scientific  view  of  the  world. 

Such  a  world  view,  however,  is  not 
modern  nor  scientific,  said  Mr.  Althouse. 
It  reflects  the  19th  century  —  a  period 
when  scientists  taught  that  the  world  was 
a  great  machine.  Furthermore,  the  view 
is  "pre-evolutionary.  pre-nuclear  and 
unabashedly  materialistic,”  he  said. 

Today’s  scientists  offer  a  view  of  the 
world  comparable  to  a  living  organism 
composed  of  dynamic  energy  always  in  a 
state  of  flux.  The  new  view  leaves  many 
Christians  today  “stuck  with  a  world  that 
scientists  have  long  abandoned  in  favor 
of  something  infinitely  more  exciting”  — 
a  world  that  includes  the  reality  of 
psychic  phenomena  and  spiritual 
healing,  Mr.  Althouse  said. 

Concerns  overlap 

The  minister  reminded  the  audience 
that  the  concerns  of  religion  and 
parapsychology  overlap  in  a  number  of 
areas:  “life  after  death,  prayer,  worship, 
the  mystical  experience,  visions, 
clairvoyance,  psychokinesis  and  healing, 
to  name  just  a  few.” 

Christians  should  not  feel  threatened 
by  the  findings  in  the  fields  of  spiritual 
healing  and  parapsychology,  he 
concluded. 


Ruling  appealed  on 
‘community  church’ 


GREENWICH,  Conn.  (UMC)  - 
Officials  of  the  New  York  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  have  said  they  will  appeal  a 
ruling  by  the  Superior  Court  in 
Connecticut  that  a  local  congregation 
here  is  not  a  part  of  the  denomination. 

On  Feb.  6,  Judge  Robert  Berdon  of  the 
state  court  ruled  that  Round  Hill  Church 
here  is  a  “community”  church,  not  a 
United  Methodist  congregation. 

"The  bishop  (W.  Ralph  Ward  Jr.)  and 
conference  trustees  will  appeal  the 
ruling  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,"  the  Rev.  Matthew 
Gates,  conference  council  on  ministries 
executive,  said  Feb.  14. 

In  his  decision,  the  judge  ruled  that  a 
new  church,  the  Round  Hill  Community 
Church,  was  founded  in  1921  and  that  it 
was  not  and  is  not  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference.  The  reference 
to  1921  concerned  a  meeting  of  the 
church’s  board  that  year  in  which  the 
congregation  decided  to  end  its 
denominational  affiliation.  The  effect  of 
the  judge’s  ruling  gives  the  congregation 
control  of  the  church’s  property. 

The  court  case  grows  out  of  a  series  of 
events  beginning  in  1977  when  the 
congregation’s  pastor-parish  relations 
committee  would  not  accept  any  of  a 
number  of  pastors  suggested  for 
appointment  by  the  bishop.  An  interim 
minister  was  appointed  but  the 
congregation  voted  to  invite  a  non-United 
Methodist  minister  as  its  pastor. 

Subsequently  the  Rev.  Wilfred  Hansen 
was  appointed  by  Bishop  Ward,  but  when 
Mr.  Hansen  attempted  to  assume  his 
duties  as  pastor  in  April  1978,  he  was 

Agency  backs 
new  energy 
coalition 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
has  expressed  its  support  of  the  new 
Interfaith  Coalition  on  Energy  (ICE). 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  board. 
General  Secretary  George  H  Outen  said. 
“Even  if  Americans  had  all  the  energy 
they  wanted,  it  would  still  be  appropriate 
from  a  Christian  perspective,  to 
encourage  stewardship  of  the  world’s 
scarce,  non-renewable  resources.  In  the 
nation’s  current  dilemma  .  .  .  church 
people  have  a  special  responsibility  to 
stress  conservation  of  energy  use." 

The  coalition,  according  to  its 
statement  of  purpose,  will  attempt  “to 
educate  the  public  and  to  increase 
awareness  in  the  churches  and 
synagogues  of  the  religious  imperative 
for  involvement  in  energy  education, 
conservation  and  the  determination  of 
public  energy  policies." 


blocked  from  the  pulpit  by  members  of 
the  congregation.  The  United  Methodist 
minister  preached,  instead,  from  the 
aisle.  A  compromise  was  negotiated  by 
attorneys  for  the  two  sides  —  a  guest 
preacher  handled  the  early  worship 
service  and  Mr.  Hansen  the  11  a.m. 
service  each  Sunday. 

The  local  church  claimed  it  was  a 
congregational,  community  church  with 
the  right  to  call  its  own  minister.  The 
conference  claimed  it  had,  until  1977, 
accepted  United  Methodist  ministers 
appointed  by  the  bishop,  had  functioned 
as  a  United  Methodist  church,  and  was 
part  of  the  UMC's  connectional  system 

100  sponsor 
churches 
needed  now 

NEW  YORK  tUMC )  -  The  boat  people 
are  coming! 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  needs  100  sponsoring 
churches  within  the  next  15  days  if  it  is  to 
accommodate  100  families  now  on  their 
way  from  Malaysia  to  the  United  States. 

“We  are  already  receiving  biographies 
of  these  families,”  said  Lilia  Fernandez, 
UMCOR  refugee  secretary,  “and  under 
an  agreement  made  with  the  U.S.  State 
Department  we  are  obligated  to  resettle 
the  families  within  15  days  after  we  get 
their  dossiers.” 

The  U.N.  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees,  the  State  Department  and 
voluntary  agencies  are  attempting  to 
move  4,000  refugees  out  of  Malaysia  in 
March.  Dossiers  for  1,500  of  these  people 
have  been  received.  Of  this  1,500, 
UMCOR  has  been  given  responsibility 
for  at  least  100. 

A  local  church  which  agrees  to  become 
a  sponsor  must  provide,  at  a  minimum, 
temporary  housing,  food,  clothing  and  a 
job  for  one  employable  member  of  the 
family.  UMCOR  is  prepared  to  provide 
other  types  of  assistance  where  needed, 
Ms.  Fernandez  said. 

She  reported  she  has  received  inquiries 
from  approximately  50  churches  seeking 
information  about  boat  people  and  she  is 
checking  to  see  which  ones  will  become 
sponsors.  At  the  moment  10  churches 
stand  ready  and  waiting. 

In  an  effort  to  meet  State  Department 
pressure,  the  Refugee  and  Immigration 
Committee  of  Church  World  Service, 
representing  major  Protestant  agencies, 
agreed  to  speed  up  its  process  if  pos¬ 
sible. 

Hence  the  15  day  crisis.  ■ 

“We  have  boat  people,  and  I  would 
appreciate  a  telephone  call  from  any 
church  that  can  help,”  Ms.  Fernandez 
concluded,  noting  her  number  in  New 
York  is  212-6784283. 
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Since  1611  A. D.  the  Authorized  King 
James  Version  of  the  Bible  has 
remained  the  traditional,  accepted 
choice. 

But  now  there's  the  New  Interna¬ 
tional  Version.  A  modern  English 
translation  so  elegantly  stated,  so 
faithfully  accurate  that  it  ushers  in  a 
new  era  of  Scriptural  clarity  for 
Christians  around  the  world. 
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Fred  Loe,  left,  a  member  of  First  UMC  in  Arcadia, 
discusses  woodland  conservation  plans  for  his  woods  with 
Don  Parkman. 


Fred  Loe  Takes  Care 
Of  God’s  Good  Earth 


By  GENE  WARREN 

You  stand  in  awe,  seeing  Fred  Loe 
being  pushed  down  a  woods  road  by  a 
friend  and  talking  trees.  He  has  his 
roads  well  planned  and  knows  just 
about  every  inch  of  the  woods. 
“That's  another  thing  a  tree  grower 
has  to  know  —  his  trees  —  just  like  a 
cow  man  has  to  know  his  cows,”  Fred 
says. 

Fred  Loe  talks  straight  when  it 
comes  to  trees.  And  he  knows  what  he 
is  talking  about. 

At  the  age  of  12  polio  left  him 
handicapped,  but  that  doesn’t  stop 
him.  He  manages  835  acres  of  family 
woods  in  Bienville  Parish. 

He’s  also  an  active  member  of  First 
UMC  in  Arcadia  and  feels  that  a 
Christian  has  a  special  responsibility 
to  the  land.  “God  has  trusted  us  with 
it,  so  when  I  conserve  His  land  I  figure 
I’m  doing  His  will.” 

With  his  handicap  how  did  Fred  Loe 
learn  so  much  about  timber 
management?  Well,  as  he  tells  it, 
about  10  years  ago  he  called  up  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service’s  District 
Conservationist  Don  Parkman  at 
Ringgold  and  said,  “Hey,  Don,  come 
take  me  to  the  woods.  I  want  to  learn 
all  that  I  can  about  trees.”  Don,  being 
a  graduate  forester,  did  just  that  and 
has  been  going  to  the  woods  with  Loe 
ever  since. 

"I  took  over  the  management  about 
eight  years  ago,  a  few  years  prior  to 
my  father’s  death.  It’s  meant  a  lot  to 
me.  My  brother,  Jim,  is  an  area 
conservationist  with  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  at  Monroe.  But 
he  pretty  well  leaves  the  judgment  of 
what  to  do  up  to  me.  We  all  like  to  hunt 
and  fish,  so  we  enjoy  the  woods  in 
many  ways.” 

About  80  percent  of  Loe’s  woods  is  in 
plantations.  Trees  were  planted  in  old 
cotton  fields  in  1956,  '57,  '58,  and  ’62.  A 
long-time  cooperator  with  the  Saline 
Soil  and  Water  Conservation  District, 


Loe  follows  his  conservation  plan  to  a 

“T". 

About  650  acres  of  Loe’s  timber 
were  harvested  and  thinned  in  1977. 
Some  of  the  trees  were  on  plantations 
planted  some  twenty  years  ago.  The 
older  stands  yielded  more  than  1000 
board  feet  of  logs  per  acre  plus  some 
pulp.  The  way  Loe  figures  it,  the  next 
harvest,  in  four  to  six  years,  will 
average  about  1000  board  feet  per 
acre  on  all  the  land,  and  in  about  15 
years  the  woods  will  yield  more  than 
2,000  board  feet  of  logs  per  acre  each 
harvest.  “That’s  what  I  tell  people,” 
Loe  said.  “You  have  to  figure  trees 
over  a  long  period  of  time.  Most  folks 
don’t  have  that  much  time,  but  in  our 
case  we  don’t  depend  solely  on  income 
from  the  trees  for  a  living,  so  we  can 
wait  it  out. 

When  it  comes  to  trees,  he  will  call 
on  Don  Parkman  or  Bill  Conley, 
Louisiana  Office  of  Forestry,  both  at 
Ringgold,  for  a  trip  to  the  woods. 

“There’s  a  lot  more  to  growing 
trees  than  shipping  them  off  to  the 
mill.  They  are  beautiful,  they  furnish 
homes  for  wildlife,  and  over  a  long 
period  of  time  they  will  make  a  pretty 
good  return  on  your  investment.  On 
top  of  that,  they  will  grow  while  a 
fellow  is  fishing.”  Loe  explained. 

Fred,  named  1977  Outstanding  Tree 
Farmer  by  the  La.  Forestry 
Association,  said.  "Fact  is,  it  just 
doesn’t  make  a  lot  of  economic  sense 
to  grow  trees  for  market  on  a  short¬ 
term  basis  on  $500  to  $1,000  an  acre 
land,  and  most  land  up  here  in  north 
Louisiana  is  going  for  that,”  said  Loe. 

May  20-27  is  National  Soil 
Stewardship  Week.  Isn’t  it  good  to 
know  there  are  folks  around  like  Fred 
Loe  taking  care  of  God’s  good  earth? 

Gene  Warren  is  the  Public 
Information  Specialist  for  the  soil 
conservation  service  in  Alexandria. 


Our  Readers  Respond 


UMW President  Speaks  Out 


"Our  Readers  Respond”  is  a  column 
designed  for  your  editorials,  comments, 
opinions  and  short  articles.  This  is  the 
place  where  YOU  can  speak  out. 

To  The  Editor, 

In  response  to  a  recent  letter  published 
in  the  “Our  Reader’s  Respond”  section 
regarding  United  Methodist  Women 
involvement  in  social  issues,  there  are 
three  major  points  that  I  would  like  to 
emphasize. 

First,  historically  we  have  been  an 
organization  of  women  vitally  present  in 
social  concerns.  Second,  our  pledge  to 
missions  (undesignated  giving)  has  been 
the  basis  for  financial  support  of  our 
projects.  Third,  the  Women’s  Division 
does  not  speak  FOR  us  but  TO  us 
encouraging  us  to  become  informed  and 
make  decisions  on  current  and  critical 
issues. 

As  early  as  1800  Methodist  women 
organized  to  meet  the  needs  of  women 
and  children  around  the  world.  We  were 
involved  in  the  legislative  process  to 
protect  children  from  12  hour  workdays 
in  factories  and  fields.  We  worked  with 
others  in  this  country  to  obtain  women’s 
right  to  vote.  We  helped  provide  health 
care  and  education  for  women  and 
children  around  the  world  when  these 
rights  were  denied  them.  With  courage, 
women  made  policies,  developed 
programs  and  became  actively  involved 
in  generating  new  understanding  and 
moving  into  new  forms  of  witness  and 
relevant  social  action. 

One  of  the  strengths  of  United 
Methodist  Women  has  been  the  emphasis 
on  Undesignated  Giving  and  its 


relationship  to  being  in  mission.  Such 
emphasis  means  that  all  projects  can  be 
freed  to  be  in  mission  and  not  have  to 
compete  with  each  other  for  funds.  All 
have  equal  opportunities.  UMW  are 
responsible  for  53%  of  the  total  budget  of 
the  National  Division  and  35%  of  the  total 
budget  of  the  World  Division. 

Undesignated  giving  means  that  in  a 
local  unit  a  program  of  education  must 
parallel  and  undergird  a  program  of 
giving.  It  means  an  emphasis  on  a  total 
program,  with  selected  projects  used  as 
illustrative  of  a  larger  whole,  rather  than 
direct  links  between  local  units  and 
mission  institutions.  The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  depends  upon  United 
Methodist  Women  for  nearly  40%  of  its 
total  budget. 

The  Women’s  Division  speaks  FOR 
itself  and  TO  the  organization.  The 
women  elected  to  the  Division  are 
committed  Christians  and  are  seeking  to 
witness  to  the  Good  News  of  the  Gospel  to 
all  persons.  They  struggle  with  issues 
prayerfully  and  agonize  over  decisions 
dealing  with  the  realities  of  the  world  in 
which  we  live. 

Often  they  lead  us  into  new  and 
emerging  issues  we  are  not  ready  for,  but 
it  is  our  challenge  to  become  informed 
and  to  deal  with  these  issues  as  we  seek 
to  share  Christ’s  message  of  justice  and 
love  for  all  people.  I  thank  God  for  the 
leadership  this  organization  provides 
and  rejoice  in  being  a  part  of  this 
witness. 

Amy  Ward 

Conference  President 
United  Methodist  Women 


Editorially  Speaking 

Anheuser-Busch’s  6Baby  Beer’  Retreats 


Church  people  should  be  bolder  to 
speak  up  and  express  their  views:  they 
often  have  far  more  influence  than  they 
realize. 

A  case  in  point  is  the  recent  objection 
to  Chelsea,  the  so-called  ‘baby  beer” 
manufactured  by  Anheuser-Busch.  The 
company  received  many  letters  critical 
of  their  product,  among  them  one  from 
the  United  Methodist  Women  of  Arcadia, 
whose  letter  was  printed  in  the 
“Louisiana  United  Methodist.” 

This  morning,  a  letter  arrived  in  my 
office  from  Keith  M.  Jones,  Marketing 
Manager  for  the  soft  drink  division  of 
Anheuser-Busch,  in  which  he  states  his 
company  has  acted  to  correct  most  of  the 
factors  to  which  church  groups  and 
others  had  been  objecting. 

Jones  writes,  “Alcohol  has  been 
virtually  eliminated  .all  mention  of 
alcohol  has  been  removed  from  the 
label.  The  foam  has  been  reduced  .  .  . 
resulting  in  a  product  no  more  foamy 
than  other  soft  drinks.  The  bottle  will  be 
emerald  green,  similar  in  color  to  other 


soft  drinks.  The  Anheuser-Busch  name 
has  been  removed  from  the  front  label 
and  will  be  listed  on  the  back  below  the 
ingredient  statement.” 

Perhaps  most  important,  Jones  says, 
“the  ‘not-so-soft  drink’  campaign  has 
been  dropped  .  .  .  adults  continue  to  be 
the  target  for  Chelsea,  but  you  may  rest 
assured  it  is  not  harmful  to  children.  ” 
While  I  have  reservations  about  the 
practice  of  allowing  manufacturers  of 
alcoholic  beverages  to  manufacture  soft 
drinks,  too,  I  believe  Anheuser-Busch 

All  old  subscriptions  to  the 
“Louisiana  United  Methodist” 
expire  March  16.  Subscriptions  not 
renewed  by  that  date  will  be 
cancelled.  Please  send  renewals  to 
the  Council  on  Ministries  office,  P.0 
Box  4325,  Shreveport,  71104, 
immediately  to  insure  continued 
service. 


should  be  commended  for  responding  to 
criticism  and  making  decisions  which 
appear  to  be  in  the  public  interest 
More  important,  while  I  cannot 
personally  attest  to  the  accuracy  of 
Jones’  statements,  since  I  have  neither 
seen  nor  tasted  Chelsea,  it  does  appear 


Bishop  Joseph  A.  Johnson  Jr., 
presiding  bishop  of  the  4th 
Episcopal  District  of  the 
Christian  Episcopal  Church,  will 
speak  at  the  second  spring 
semester  Convocation  at 
Centenary  College. 

His  talk  will  be  given  in 
Kilpatrick  Auditorium  in  the  R. 
E.  Smith  Building  (facing  Kings 
Hwy.  at  Woodlawn  St. )  on 
Thursday,  March  22,  at 


we  can  chalk  up  a  victory  to  those  who 
cared  enough  to  speak  out.  Congratula¬ 
tions,  women  of  Arcadia.  You  have  prob¬ 
ably  helped  far  more  people  than  you  will 
ever  know. 

(By  Ray  Branton.  editor  of  “Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  ”) 


11:10  a.m. 

Bishop  Johnson  holds  both  the 
doctor  of  theology  degree  from 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  and  the 
doctor  of  philosophy  degree  from 
Vanderbilt  University.  He  is  also 
the  author  of  "The  Righteous¬ 
ness  of  God,"  "The  Christology  of 
St  John,”  and  “The  Christian’s 
Concept  of  God.” 

The  public  is  invited. 


Centenary  Convocation  Planned 


Ten  Local  Churches 
Publishing  Front  Pages 


Ten  churches  in  Louisiana  now  have 
their  own  local  church  edition  of  this 
paper.  These  include  Asbury,  Lafayette; 
Aurora,  New  Orleans;  Christ, 
Shreveport;  First,  Alexandria;  First, 
Lafayette;  First.  Lake  Charles;  First, 
Monroe;  First,  New  Orleans;  Trinity, 
Ruston;  and  University,  Lake  Charles. 

The  paper  is  mailed  to  every  family  in 
these  churches.  The  conference  page  is 
carried  as  the  last  page  of  the  paper, 
while  the  front  page  carries  local  church 
news. 

Local  church  editions  were  not  noted  in 
the  statistical  tables  on  subscriptions 
published  two  weeks  ago.  However,  those 
receiving  these  editions  comprise  the 


largest  group  of  persons  to  receive  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist. 

Your  editorial  staff,  as  a  matter  of 
policy,  encourages  local  churches, 
especially  those  of  more  than  500 
members,  to  investigate  the  possibility  of 
a  local  church  edition.  The  rates  are 
reasonable.  Dallas  does  the  layout  for 
you,  and  if  you  don’t  have  enough  news  to 
fill  a  page,  they  put  in  fillers. 

We  believe  the  local  church  edition  is 
probably  the  best  way  to  get  news  of  your 
church,  our  conference,  and  worldwide 
United  Methodism  into  the  homes  of 
church  members. 

Interested  persons  should  contact 
William  C.  Strickland  at  the  TM/UMR 
office  in  Dallas. 


Enter  ‘Mission  Means’  Contest 


Now  is  your  chance  to  let  others  know 
what  missions  means  to  you  in  the  form  of 
a  poster,  photograph  or  story. 

Entries  for  this  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  contest  must  be  submitted  by 
May  15. 

Winning  entries  will  be  displayed  at  the 
Convocation  on  Christian  Mission,  Sept. 
20-23  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Further  information  regarding  specifica¬ 
tions  of  size  and  length  of  entries  may  be 
found  in  current  issues  of  “Interpreter,” 
"New  World  Outlook,"  and  “Response.” 
Or  write  Rev  Darrell  Mount,  809  W.  Jef¬ 
ferson,  Lake  Charles,  La.  70605. 

Why  not  share  with  others  your  concept 
-of  what  God’s  church  can  do. 


- Around  The 

Vital,  Growing  Churches 


What  are  the  ingredients  of  a  vital  and 
growing  church?  That’s  what  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Gingerich  of  Topeka,  Kan.  are 
on  a  study  leave  to  find  out. 

Recently  it  was  reported  they  visited 
two  churches  in  our  Conference: 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gingerich 


Pomeroy  To  Speak 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  -  The 
National  Council  on  Study  of  Religion  has 
announced  that  Webb  Pomeroy, 
professor  of  Religion  at  Centenary 
College,  will  read  a  paper  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Biblical 
Literature  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  March  16. 

His  paper  is  entitled  “Ezekiel  37:13  As 
the  Informing  Metaphor  For  Matt.  27:52f 
and  Romans  1:4b.” 

See  Bible  Lands 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Lamar  E.  Smith  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  have 
been  invited  to  host  a  Mediterranean 
cruise  of  Bible  Lands  and  the  Greek 
Islands,  July  29-Aug.  10. 

Dr.  Smith  is  the  minister  of  University 
Church. 

Highlights  of  the  tour,  organized  by 
Meier  International,  will  be  visits  to 
Bethlehem.  Nazareth,  Capernaum,  and 
scenes  in  Jerusalem. 

The  first  leg  of  the  trip  is  the  flight 
from  Atlanta  to  Venice.  Then,  the  cruise 
ship  Victoria  becomes  the  floating  hotel 
for  the  group. 

Louisiana  Methodists  interested  can 
contact  Dr.  Smith  at  University  UMC, 
3350  Dalrymple  Drive,  Baton  Rouge. 
70802,  or  (504)  344-0343,  for  more 
information. 

Young  Crusaders 

LAFAYETTE  —  The  Young  Crusaders 
of  the  First  UMC  will  be  going  to  Johns 
Island.  South  Carolina,  for  a  workcamp 
mission  at  Rural  Missions,  Inc.,  from 
May  16-30.  This  will  be  the  second  annual 
workcamp  mission  the  Young  Crusaders 
have  gone  on. 

Last  May  the  group  went  to  the  Voice 
of  Calvary  in  Jackson,  Miss. 


Downsville  UMC  in  Downsville  and 
Southside  UMC  in  Monroe.  One  other 
Louisiana  church  was  also  to  be  visited 
by  the  couple 

Dr.  Gingerich  is  director  of  the  Council 
on  Ministries  for  the  Kansas-East 
Conference.  He  is  taking  an  educational 
leave  from  this  position  to  conduct  his 
study  in  selected  churches  in  Kansas, 
Louisiana.  Texas  and  Arizona. 

Through  a  series  of  small  group 
meetings  and  personal  interviews,  the 
members  of  the  churches  were  able  to 
share  feelings  and  attitudes  about  their 
churches  using  various  survey 
instruments. 

Students  Retreat 
With  ‘Living Prayer' 

RUSTON  —  The  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Louisiana  Tech  University  recently  held 
a  “Weekend  Adventure  of  Living 
Prayer”  at  Caney  Lake. 

About  73  students  attended  this  retreat 
led  by  Rev.  Danny  Morris,  director  of  the 
Developing  Ministries,  “Upper  Room”  in 
Nashville.  Tenn. 

This  retreat  followed  a  study  of  “The 
Workbook  of  Living  Prayer.”  The 
students  are  now  studying  “The 
Workbook  of  Intercessory  Prayer,”  also 
by  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam. 

Martha  Cole  and  Jimer  McCormick 
served  as  the  chairpersons  for  the 
“Weekend  Adventure  of  Living  Prayer.” 
Rev.  William  M.  Stokes  Jr.  is  the  director 
of  the  Tech  Wesley  Foundation. 

Youth  Pass  Out 
‘Em  ergen  cy  Food  ’ 

Youth  in  the  Monroe  District  have 
joined  forces  to  create  a  UMYF  (United 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship)  Emergency 
Pantry  Shelf. 

This  ministry  was  dedicated  Nov.  19 
when  125  youth  brought  food.  The  food  is 
housed  at  First  UMC  in  West  Monroe. 

Over  50  families,  involving  more  than 
180  people,  have  been  ministered  to 
through  the  Emergency  Pantry  Shelf. 
Food  is  distributed  to  individuals  and 
families  when  the  needs  arise.  People 
from  burned  out  homes,  transient 
families  and  those  with  family  or  job 
problems  are  ministered  to. 

A  special  fund  is  set  up  to  provide  meat 
at  a  local  store  and  many  youth  groups 
take  a  special  offering  or  sponsor 
projects  to  raise  money  for  the  “meat 
fund." 

Each  family  helped  is  encouraged  to 
attend  the  Methodist  Church  in  their  area 
and  several  families  are  now  involved  in 
church. 


Conference - 

Workshop  Success 

MONROE  —  Methodists  in  the  Monroe 
District  recently  learned  about  curric¬ 
ulum  resources  and  how  to  use  audio 
visuals  at  two  workshops  at  First  UMC  in 
Monroe.  These  events  were  sponsored  by 
the  Monroe  District  Council  on  Ministries 
and  led  by  Don  Emler  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  and  Dr.  Franklin  Dotts  from  Curric¬ 
ulum  Planning  Resources  of  the  UM 
Publishing  House  in  Nashville. 

Janis  Trammell  and  Joaquin  Garcia 
coordinated  the  workshops.  (Dr.  Franklin 
Dotts,  standing  at  right.) 

Mission  Conference  Is  First 


WINNSBORO  -  The  first  annual 
Mission  Conference  of  the  First  UMC 
was  recently  held  with  the  cooperation  of 
three  other  area  churches:  Gilbert- 
Beouff  Prairie  Methodist,  Mangham 
Methodist  and  First  UMC  in  Wisner. 

Speaking  throughout  a  week  in  a 
"round-robin”  schedule  of  events  were: 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Kilboume.  former 
missionaries  to  China.  Japan  and  Korea ; 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Rucker.  South 
Regional  Director  of  OMS;  Rev.  Phil 
Thornton,  missionary  to  Columbia,  now 
completing  his  doctorate  degree  in 
Cultural  Anthropology  at  SMU ;  and  Rev. 


Ray  Hundley,  also  a  missionary  to 
Columbia,  now  of  Furlough. 

Rev.  William  M.  McCutcheon  is  pastor 
at  Winnsboro. 

Send  Devotionals 

LAKE  CHARLES  —  People  wanting  to 
contribute  devotionals  to  the  St.  Luke 
UMC  book  still  have  time.  The  Feb.  15 
deadline  has  been  extended. 

Contributions  should  be  original  and 
400  words  or  less.  They  may  be  mailed  to 
St.  Luke  UMC,  833  W.  Jefferson,  Lake 
Charles,  La.  70605. 


Young  Adults  Reaffirm  Faith 


SHREVEPORT  —  The  young  adults  of  St.  James  UMC 
have  44  re-activated  members.  About  22  of  the  members, 
with  their  coordinator  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bibbons,  recently 
reaffirmed  their  faith  at  a  special  ceremony. 

Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton  (at  the  pulpit)  installed  the  group 
and  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  (standing,  left)  director  of 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  delivered  the  sermon.  The 
young  adults  were  also  presented  certificates  of  membership 
and  personal  engraved  books  of  hymns  by  Mrs.  Bibbons. 
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We  hope  ‘vicarious’  &  ‘semantic’ 
evangelism  are  about  to  vanish 


Dr.  George  Hunter,  United  Method¬ 
ism's  top  evangelism  executive,  minced 
no  words  during  a  recent  "school  of 
evangelism”  session  in  Chicago  when 
he  said  “many  United  Methodists  are 
only  into  ‘vicarious’  evangelism  — 
reading  and  studying  the  subject,  but  not 
carrying  it  out.” 

He  went  on:  "Still  others  are  into 
‘semantic’  evangelism  —  doing  what  we 
have  always  done  and  calling  it 
evangelism.” 

Although  stated  more  concisely  than 
we  often  have  heard  it,  his  analysis  is  not 
new.  Evangelism  too  often  has  become 
more  an  exercise  in  discussion  than  an 
activity  in  which  United  Methodists 
participate. 

In  seeking  to  reverse  a  decade  of 
declining  church  membership,  our 
denomination  has  spared  no  expense  in 
gathering  "experts”  at  national 
meetings  to  discuss  the  problems.  Many 
of  those  discussions  have  focused  on  such 
elementary  issues  as  trying  to  agree  on 
what  evangelism  means. 

In  Dr.  Hunter’s  Chicago  address,  and 
in  similar  talks  at  seven  evangelism 
schools  recently  held  or  scheduled  during 
coming  weeks  around  the  nation,  the 
promise  is  being  made  that  we  are  about 
to  quit  talking  about  and  begin  doing 
evangelism. 

More  than  1,000  persons  are  being 
trained  in  the  schools  to  carry  the 
message  of  church  growth  and  disciples. 


evangelism  to  local  churches  in  annual 
conferences  from  coast  to  coast.  If  all 
goes  as  scheduled,  the  persons  trained  in 
these  schools  will  then  fan  out  across  the 
nation  this  spring  and  work  to  help  local 
churches  "develop  strategies  for 
evangelism."  And,  if  that  works,  local 
churches  will  begin  soon,  in  greater 
numbers  than  at  any  other  time  in  recent 
years,  to  get  serious  about  evangelism 
and  church  membership  recruitment. 

While  we  admit  there  are  many  more 
"ifs”  in  this  effort  than  we  wish  were  the 
case  —  and  more  than  a  little  danger  of 
multiplied  talk  and  minimized  action  — 
we  hope  the  kind  of  skepticism  which  is 
present  in  any  such  ambitious 
undertaking  does  not  detract  from  its 
chances  for  success. 

The  United  States  today  is  among  the 
largest  mission  fields  in  the  world.  It  is 
time  that  we  as  a  church  begin  to 
recognize  this  fact  and  actively  seek  to 
do  something  about  it. 

We  hope  that  as  this  emphasis  begins  it 
will  be  supported  by  the  prayers  of  the 
entire  denomination.  We  hope,  in  fact, 
the  day  is  coming  when  "vicarious”  and 
"semantic"  evangelism  will  be  replaced 
in  our  church  by  the  only  kind  of 
evangelism  that  is  really  effective: 
individuals  and  local  churches  actively 
sharing  with  others  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  what  it  means  to  be  His 


Is  clergy  support  running  wild? 


True  or  false:  Ministerial  salaries  and 
benefits  have  increased  so  much  in  recent 
years  that  the  costs  threaten  serious 
curtailment  in  other  areas  of  United 
Methodism’s  mission  and  ministry  to  the 
world. 

Judging  from  comments  we  have 
heard  in  recent  years  around  the  church, 
it  appears  many  United  Methodists 
would  answer  that  question  with  an 
unequivocal  “true.” 

A  prevalent  view  seems  to  go  like  this: 
Churchwide  membership  is  down.  Giving 
has  not  kept  abreast  of  inflation.  A  move 
away  from  understanding  the  ordained 
ministry  as  a  calling  and  toward 
understanding  it  as  a  profession  has 
brought  about  higher  salary  demands  as 
well  as  larger  benefit  programs. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Therefore,  a  much  higher  percentage  of 
the  church’s  money  goes  to  salaries  and 
benefits  than  ever  before. 

This  view  is  discredited  by  two 
statistics  uncovered  by  TM/UMR  and 
staff  members  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Pensions  while 
researching  a  recent  article:  Since  1970, 
ministerial  salaries  and  pensions  in  our 
denomination  have  risen  53.7  percent. 
During  the  same  period,  however,  total 
giving  in  the  UMC  has  risen  54.2  percent. 

While  it  may  be  legitimate  to  discuss 
the  relative  emphasis  on  the  ordained 
ministry  as  "calling”  and  "profession,” 
it  appears  that  the  often-heard  charge 
that  ministerial  support  is  requiring  an 
ever-larger  portion  of  the  church’s  in¬ 
come  does  not  fit  with  the  facts. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTEK 


A  modern 
parable 

By  GILBERT  D.  McKLVEEN 

They  moved  slowly  down  the 
avenue  and  finally  came  to  a  stop  at 
the  comer  of  14th  and  Liden  Streets  in 
front  of  a  small  church.  The  stained 
glass  windows  were  broken  and  the 
front  door  padlocked. 

The  stained  glass  windows  were 
broken  and  the  front  door  padlocked. 

A  sign  CLOSED  hung  at  a  grotesque 
angle  across  the  wood  panels.  What 
could  have  happened? 

As  they  sat  down  on  the  steps  of  the 
little  church,  the  leader  of  the  group 
narrated  a  parable. 

There  were  two  families,  the 
Stomesays  and  the  Domzlows  who 
decided  to  take  a  motor  trip  across  the 
continent.  An  agreement  was  made 
by  the  two  couples  concerning 
expenses  as  the  Stomesays  would  be 
using  their  car. 

Unfortunately,  the  Domzlows  were 
not  responsible  and  failed  to  fulfill 
their  obligation. 

Quite  a  number  of  car  expenses 
arose  beyond  the  usual  gas  and  oil:  a 
tire  blew  out;  a  motor  tune-up  was 
necessary.  The  usual  tolls  had  to  be 
paid,  a  car  wash  here  and  there  and  so 
the  costs  went. 

Oh,  once  in  a  while  Mr.  Domzlow 
contributed  a  dollar  but  these 
donations  were  few  and  far  between. 

On  the  way  home  there  was  an 
accident.  The  two  couples  were  not 
injured  but  the  car  was  badly 
damaged.  Mr.  Stomesday  could  not 
afford  a  new  automobile  because  of 
the  expenses  incurred  on  the  trip. 

The  last  I  saw  the  car,  it  was  sitting 
in  Stomesay’s  back  yard,  rust 
covered,  windows  smashed  and  in  a 
sad  state  of  repairs. 

The  men  arose  to  proceed  down  the 
street.  One  of  the  group  asked  the 
leader,  "Master,  why  did  you  tell  that 
story?” 

And  the  Master  turned  a  backward 
glance  at  the  little  abondoned  church 
and  replied,  “Oh,  ye,  of  little 
understanding.” 

Gilbert  D.  McKlveen  wrote  this 
parable  as  a  part  of  a  Bible  study  at  a 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Topton, 
Pennsylvania. 


Here  I  Stand 
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Let’s  eliminate  ministry  labels 
from  our  church’s  vocabulary 


By  JIM  SLAGG 

There  is  an  old  problem  that  plagues 
most  churches  and  in  my  mind  it  is  one  of 
the  most  serious  problems  confronting 
the  church  today.  It  is  the  problem  of 
mobilizing  all  the  members  of  the  church 
into  service  for  Christ. 

The  problem  manifests  itself  in  many 
ways.  We  hear  statements  concerning 
witness,  praying,  understanding  the 
Bible,  or  leading  a  class  such  as,  "That’s 
the  minister’s  job;  let  him  do  it;  why  else 
do  we  pay  him?”  Some  people  refuse  to 
be  mobilized  for  service  either  in  the 
church  or  in  the  community  because 
"There  is  nothing  I  can  do,”  or  "So  and 
so  is  better  able  to  do  that  job."  Or,  there 
is  an  assumption  (and  it  is  a  false  one) 
that  if  the  pastor  prays  with  or  calls  on 
someone  it  will  be  more  effective  than  if 
one  of  the  lay  members  does  it;  and  as  a 
result  the  pastor  is  expected  to  do  the 
bulk  of  the  ministering. 

Such  conditions  are  unfortunate  and 
are  in  stark  contrast  to  the  picture  the 
Bible  presents  of  what  the  church  should 
be  —  a  body  or  organism  marked  by 
mutual  effort,  cooperation,  support,  and 
encouragement  and  one  where  every 
member  is  trained  for  ministry.  (See  I 
Cor.  12,  Eph.  4:10-14,  or  the  example  in 
the  Gospels  of  Jesus  training  his 
disciples  to  do  his  ministry. ) 

The  "Book  of  Discipline”  has  a  whole 
section  devoted  to  the  problem.  It  is  a 
new  section  in  the  1976  Discipline  (it  is 
called  "The  Ministry  of  All  Christians”) 
and  I  would  guess  that  it  was  long 
overdue.  Some  selected  quotes  include, 
“All  Christians  are  called  to  this 
ministry  of  servanthood  in  the  world" 
(Para.  101);  “.  .  .  All  Christians  are 
called  to  minister  wherever  Christ  would 
have  them  serve  and  witness  in  deeds 
and  words  that  heal  and  free”  (Para. 
104).  If  the  members  evade  their 
responsibility  to  minister  in  the  world  the 
"Church  loses  its  vitality  and  its  impact 
on  an  unbelieving  world.” 

The  importance  of  pastoral  leadership 
was,  on  one  hand,  not  diminished,  as 
paragraph  108  mentions  the  pastors’  role 
of  "upbuilding  the  general  ministry”  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  pastoral  ministry 
was  not  placed  on  a  pedestal,  as  being 
more  important  than  other  ministries. 
"There  is  but  one  ministry  in  Christ  .  .  . 


Pension ,  salary  plans  should  parallel 


To  the  Editor: 

I  found  it  very  difficult  to  believe  I  was 
reading  excerpts  from  a  report  of  an 
agency  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
(“Pensions  overhaul  due?,”  TM/UMR, 
Feb.  23).  Loring  Powell  said,  "We  can’t 
escape  the  fact  that  ministers  are  paid 
different  salaries  and  each  has  adjusted 
his  or  her  standard  of  living  to  that 
salary.  The  problem  is  not  of  pensions 
but  with  how  ministers  are  paid.  I  believe 
the  pension  system  should  parallel  the 
salary  system.  Until  all  ministers  are 
paid  the  same  salary,  I  support  the  new 
plan." 

This  is  a  denial  of  the  original  intent  of 
pensions  as  it  was  conceived  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  It  was  destined  and 
intended  to  provide  support,  first  of  all, 
to  those  whose  need  was  the  greatest. 
This  plan  would  hurt  those  who  are  paid 
the  least  in  three  important  ways:  Those 
who  are  paid  the  least  are  also  the  least 
able  to  provide  for  future  housing  at  the 
time  of  retirement.  Those  who  are  paid 
the  lowest  salary  have  less  coming  from 
Social  Security.  A  lower  return  from 
years  of  service  would  place  many  of 
them  far  below  a  normal  standard  of 
living.  This  proposal  is  callous  and  un- 
Christian,  denying  any  sense  of 
brotherhood  and  mutual  concern.  If  this 
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is  really  what  we  have  come  to  in  the 
church,  I  am  ashamed  to  be  a  part  of  it. 

Surely  the  person  who  made  such  a 
proposal  cannot  be  serious!  This  is  one 
place  where  we  need  to  keep  the  faith 
with  our  brethren  if  we  are  to  maintain 
any  semblance  of  integrity  at  all.  The 
consequences  to  small  churches  and  to 
those  ministers  who  serve  in  the  small 
church  could  very  well  destroy  an 
important  part  of  the  church  itself  if  this 
kind  of  legislation  were  to  be  passed. 

Thank  God  for  men  like  Harold 
Knudsen,  and  all  of  those  others,  who 
stand  for  Christian  principles  within  the 
church. 

Evan  V.  Brian 
Palisade,  Colorado 

Pension  plan  welcomed 

To  the  Editor: 

Three  cheers  for  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions!  Eleven  years  after  church 
union,  the  Board  is  finally  considering 
adopting  the  EUB  Pension  Plan 
(TM/UMR,  February  23). 

Your  description  of  the  long-overdue 
overhaul  includes  one  churchwide 
program,  designation  of  the  local  church 
as  the  salary  paying  unit,  establishing  of 
individual  accounts  for  each  minister 
and  then  determining  pension  benefits 
for  each  minister  at  the  time  of 
retirement  according  to  his  or  her 
account.  This  is  exactly  what  we  had  in 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  pension 
plan,  and  what  former  EUB’s  gave  up  in 
1968  for  the  present  system. 

Most  clergy  with  whom  I  have  talked 
welcome  the  proposed  changes.  We  need 
a  fiscally  sound,  fully  funded,  econom¬ 
ically  just  plan.  Our  present  system 
is  valiantly  trying  to  do  a  good  job 
of  paying  pensions  now,  but  we  are 
only  borrowing  against  the  future.  There 
is  no  way  that  the  present  level  of 
socialized  benefits  (now  called  "peer 
group  equality" )  can  be  maintained  over 
the  next  20  years.  Every  time  we  raise 
our  annuity  rate,  we  dig  ourselves  deeper 
into  the  financial  hole  of  unfunded 
liability. 

I  heartily  welcome  the  proposed 
changes.  My  only  regret  is  that  the 
overhaul  did  not  come  at  the  time  of 
church  union  in  1968.  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  would  be  further  ahead  if  we 
would  have  made  the  changes  back 
there. 

Harvey  N.  Chinn 
Sacramento,  California 

Plan  hurts  poor 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  and  digested  the  article 
“Pensions  overhaul  due”  in  the  Febru¬ 
ary  23  issue  of  your  fine  publication. 

I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  changes 
suggested  by  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  except  the  suggested  change  in 
4  ‘the  peer  group  concept.  ’  ’ 

All  ministers  are  elders  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Not  all  of  us  receive 
the  same  salary  while  active.  This  is  not 
always  due  to  a  difference  in  talent  or  a 
difference  in  dedication.  Quite  often  it  is 
due  to  a  lack  of  political  savvy  on  the  part 
of  those  who  serve  the  small,  low- 
salaried  churches.  As  a  result  of  the  low 
salary  received,  the  pastor  of  the  small 
church  is  always  the  one  who  sacrifices 


the  most  in  everyday  necessities  in  order 
to  stay  in  the  ministry. 

Upon  retiring,  the  pastor  who  has 
served  these  small  churches  does  not 
have  enough  money  saved  to  purchase  a 
house  to  reside  in  so  must  pay  rent  in 
addition  to  other  expenses  while  the 
pastor  who  has  served  the  larger 
churches  has  the  money  to  buy,  a  house 
and  can  live  comfortably  on  the 
retirement  income. 

I  disagree  with  Mr.  Loring  Powell  who 
states  that  the  pastor  who  has  served  the 
larger  churches  should  continue  to  live  in 
the  manner  to  which  he  has  become 
accustomed. 

Furthermore,  I  am  highly  in  favor  of 
pastors  receiving  the  same  salary 
regardless  of  the  size  of  church.  This 
would,  I  believe,  remove  the  stigma  of 
"politics”  that  is  now  such  a  dominating 
factor  in  the  appointive  system. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  say 
my  bit. 

Name  withheld  by  request 

Statement  callous 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  your  report  of  the  new 
pension  plan  proposed  by  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Pensions  (TM/UMR, 
February  23). 

In  my  opinion  Loring  Powell’s  state¬ 
ment  "...  ministers  are  paid  different 
salaries  and  each  has  adjusted  his  or 
her  standard  of  living  to  that  salary”  — 
translates,  "The  poor  are  used  to  being 
poor  so  don’t  disturb  their  happiness  in 
their  poverty,  but  us  rich  who  could  also 
have  saved  some  extra  must  have  the 
higher  pension  to  maintain  our  stan¬ 
dard.”  I  believe  this  is  a  callous  state¬ 
ment  that  violates  basic  Christian  prin¬ 
ciples. 

John  Mikkelsen 
Columbus,  Nebraska 

Unity  needed,  not  labels 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  reader  of  TM/UMR,  I  have  come 
to  feel  the  work  of  our  United  Methodist 
Church  could  be  greatly  enhanced  if 
conservatives  and  liberals  would  search 
harder  to  find  goals  toward  which  all 
could  work:  and  put  less  emphasis  on 
their  differences. 

To  begin  with,  the  words  "conserva¬ 
tive”  and  "liberal”  are  rather  vague, 
varying  with  different  people’s  points 


Neither  (ordained  or  general  ministry)  is 
subservient  to  the  other.  Both  .  .  .  are 
sent  by  Christ  to  live  and  work  together 
in  mutual  interdependence.”  (para.  110). 

The  ideal  is  a  beautiful  picture  and  we 
must  do  all  we  can  to  break  down  the 
barriers  that  perpetuate  the  "preacher- 
do-everything”  mentality. 

This  article  does  not  give  a  full  solution 
to  the  problem;  nor  does  it  deal  with  the 
prime  cause  of  the  problem;  but  it  does 
deal  with  what  I  consider  to  be  a  subtle 
contributing  factor  to  the  problems  —  the 
terminology  barrier. 

For  centuries  the  church  has  used  such 
terms  as  clergy,  clergyman,  clergy- 
person,  layperson,  laity,  etc.  and  has 
made  distinctions  such  as  clergy-laity. 
The  long  term  effect  of  such  terminology 
is  that  the  average  church  member 
views  the  pastor  as  one  in  some  kind  of 
elite  class.  He  is  the  educated,  learned 
one.  (In  fact,  our  word  "clergy”  comes 
from  a  word  which  means  just  that. )  And 
to  too  many,  the  non-pastor  is  one  who 
doesn’t  know  much.  He  is  ignorant,  a 
novice,  and  an  outsider  until  he  gets 
initiated  into  that  special  class  called 
clergy;  and  since  he  is  not  considering 
that  option  he  is  doomed  to  be  ineffective. 

And  as  for  the  term  layperson:  a 
layperson  in  any  discipline  suggests 
lack  of  training  in  that  discipline.  Hence 
the  oft  heard  statement  when  some¬ 
one  is  talking  about,  for  example, 
economics,  "I  can’t  say  for  sure  for 
I  am  only  a  layman,  but  .  .  .’’  Yet 
of  all  the  disciplines,  that  understanding 
should  not  characterize  the  ‘’layperson” 
of  the  church  because  the  nature  of 
ministry  dictates  that  ALL  members  be 
trained  and  skilled  in  ministry.  And,  if 
they  are  trained  and  skilled  they  can  no 
longer  be  called  mere  laity. 

I  believe  the  use  of  these  terms  has  had 
the  quiet  effect  of  putting  the  average 
church  member  “in  his  place”  and 
placing  the  pastor  on  a  pedestal. 


Before  becoming  a  pastor  I  was 
sometimes  saddened  when  people  urged 
me  to  go  “into  the  ministry.”  I  read, 
studied,  worked  and  was  conversant 
concerning  the  life  and  needs  of  the 
church  and  society.  I  believed  that  I  was 
in  ministry  already.  Granted,  I 
understood  what  they  meant  and  when  I 
began  to  seriously  consider  the  pastoral 
ministry,  their  comments  were  a  great 
encouragement  to  me.  But  I  sometimes 
wondered  if  some  people  thought  that  the 
pastoral  ministry  was  the  only  place  for 
such  interests.  It.  seems  to  me  that  the 
biblical  picture  is  one  where  all  of  us  take 
efforts  to  become  skilled  at  ministry,  not 
just  those  who  enter  it  professionally. 

Therefore,  I  believe  that  such  terms  as 
clergy,  laity,  and  their  derivatives  ought 
to  be  eliminated  from  our  vocabulary. 
They  are  not  really  biblical  terms  and 
they  can  be  demeaning  (who  wants  to  be 
only  a  layperson  in  the  thing  which  is 
more  important  to  him  than  anything 
else?),  and  too  often  they  carry  with 
them  false  connotations.  For  example, 
within  the  “Discipline”  itself  there  are 
statements  similar  to  this,  "Such  and 
such  a  council  shall  be  composed  of  9 
members,  5  of  whom  are  to  be  ministers 
and  4  of  whom  shall  be  laypersons."  Oh? 
Are  laypersons  not  to  be  ministers,  too? 

The  change  would  be  awkward,  but  the 
goal  of  full  and  healthy  involvement  by 
all  members  of  the  church  in  the  work  of 
Christ  is  an  important  one;  this 
suggestion  can  be  one  step  to  help  for  it 
will  constantly  make  us  aware  that  we 
need  to  change  our  thinking  and  our 
actions. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Jim 
Slagg,  is  pastor  of  Birch  Tree-Winona- 
Freemont  UMC  and  lives  in  Birch  Tree. 
Missouri  (Missouri  East  Annual 
Conference). 


My  Witness 

Lust  definition  needs 
to  include  more  than  sex 


of  view.  All  of  us  need  to  find,  through 
our  church,  salvation  from  the  destruc¬ 
tive  power  of  sin.  We  all  need  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  lives, 
causing  us  to  feel  love  and  concern  for 
others.  We  all  need,  through  prayer  and 
Bible  study,  to  become  more  effective  in 
expressing  our  love  and  concern  for 
others.  We  all  need,  through  prayer  and 
Bible  study,  to  become  more  effective  in 
expressing  our  love  and  concern  by 
making  our  religious,  occupational, 
social  and  recreational  lives  a  true 
witness  of  Christian  living. 

If  we  all  concentrate  on  these  positive 
objectives,  we  well  might  find  it  much 
easier  to  resolve  issues  where  there  is 
disagreement.  Let  us  all  try  harder  to  be 
true  followers  of  Jesus  Christ! 

Paul  L.  Jameson 
Holton,  Kansas 

UMC’s  mission  program 
needs  belter  management 

To  the  Editor: 

Our  United  Methodist  publications 
recently  carried  the  announcement  that 
additional  missionary  and  outreach 
ministries  overseas  would  not  be  possible 
because  of  funding  (TM/UMR,  February 
16). 

I  see  this  as  an  indictment  on  the 
management  team  in  New  York. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  from 
our  local  churches  are  going  to  mission 
endeavors  managed  by  independent 
boards. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
brought  home  some  of  the  finest 
missionary  staff  people  from  around  the 
world  and  told  them  they  are  no  longer 
needed.  A  number  of  these  key,  eloquent 
and  dynamic  leaders  could  work  as  field 
and  regional  secretaries  raising  millions 
of  dollars  for  the  church. 

If  the  New  York  office  will  manage 
their  personnel  and  money,  those  of  us 
out  on  the  field  will  produce  funds. 

One  independent  board  had  1,500 
persons  serving  overseas,  managed  by  37 
persons  in  the  executive  and  administra¬ 
tive  offices.  Tell  us,  New  York,  what  is 
your  ratio? 

The  report,  again,  is  not  an  indictment 
on  the  failures  of  local  churches  but  an 
indictment  on  the  management  of  our 
mission  program. 

Carl  C.  Ling 
Dayton,  Ohio 


By  RICHARD  V.  SHRIVER 

I  watched  with  interest  a  recent  Phil 
Donahue  TV  program  which  dealt  rather 
theologically  with  the  problem  of  lust.  I 
was  frustrated  at  the  point  that  I  felt  Mr. 
Donahue  was  asking  reasonable 
questions  that  never  got  reasonable 
answers.  There  were  two  particular 
areas  of  concern:  (1)  Jesus’  statement 
about  lust  as  a  matter  of  the  heart 
(Matthew  5:27);  and  (2)  what  might  be  a 
useful  definition  of  lust. 

Mr.  Donahue’s  approach  to  Jesus' 
statement  came  from  his  obvious 
concern  for  people  and  that  they  be  dealt 
with  fairly.  He  expressed  worry  about 
the  destructiveness  of  guilt,  asking  why 
people  should  be  burdened  with  guilt 
about  something  that  is  a  part  of  their 
nature:  the  natural  sexual  desires.  I 
appreciate  his  concern  and  join  him  in 
bemoaning  the  fact  that  the  church  and 
its  ministers  have  used  that  passage  of 
Scripture  —  and  others  —  to  load  us  down 
with  guilt. 

Having  counseled  as  many  as  80 
unmarried,  pregnant  women  in  a  year, 
helping  them  deal  with  their  situations 
and,  in  most  cases,  their  overwhelming 
guilt,  I  am  deeply  aware  of  the 
destructiveness  of  guilt.  It  makes  life 
unbearable  and  separates  people  from 
each  other  and  from  God. 

I  am  convinced  that  Jesus’  statement 
was  never  intended  to  induce  guilt  .  .  . 
quite  the  opposite:  Jesus’  whole  message 
was  about  the  quality  of  real  religion.  Put 
into  context  with  adjoining  passages,  the 
matter  of  Jesus’  concern  was  a  religion 
of  form  vs.  a  religion  of  heart.  He  was 
saying  that  right  relations  with  God 
and  other  persons  is  not  the  following  of  a 
set  of  rules  that  govern  our  physical 
actions,  but  rather  is  a  matter  of  inner 
attitudes  involving  love,  concern, 
respect,  honor  and  purity.  He  was  saying 
that  the  rules  may  govern  our  actions, 
"Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery,”  but 
that  right  religion  is  right  relationships 
which  have  to  do  with  our  mind  and 
heart.  We  might  never  disobey  a 
commandment  but  still  be  mean,  little 
people  who  go  about  destroying  everyone 
around  us.  Like  the  Grinch  who  stole 
Christmas,  our  hearts  may  be  too  small. 
Indeed,  the  religion  Jesus  taught  seems 
to  me  to  present  to  us  a  God  who  is  not  so 
much  concerned  with  sin  and  guilt,  as 


with  right  relationships  and  the  abundant 
life. 

The  second  matter  of  concern  was  with 
the  defining  of  "lust.”  I  was  interested 
with  the  tying  of  the  idea  of  lust  to  sex.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  Judeo-Christian 
traditions  are  so  narrow.  Lust  is  not 
looking  admiringly  at  a  woman  and 
seeing  her  beauty  and  appreciating  it. 
Instead,  it  seems  to  me  that  our  religious 
tradition  —  at  its  best  —  has  taught  us 
that  the  appreciation  of  beauty  if  con¬ 
nected  with  creativity  and  art,  is  one 
of  the  great  gifts  that  God  has  given 
us.  And  the  human  form  —  male  and 
female  —  may  well  be  among  the  most 
beautiful  things  God  has  created. 

Lust  has  to  do  with  the  obsessive  and 
destructive  desire  to  possess  someone  or 
something.  Lust  is  some  men’s  madness 
for  gold  —  or  power  over  other  men  —  or 
seeing  a  member  of  the  oppoosite  sex  as 
a  plaything  to  be  owned  in  such  a  way 
that  no  one  else  can  have  him  or  her  — 
and  the  “him”  or  “her”  is  reduced  to  the 
status  of  possession.  Lust  is  the  final 
result  of  greed  and  covetousness.  Lust  is 
the  source  of  jealousy.  Lust  is  the  food 
connoisseur  gone  to  gluttony.  Lust  is  the 
art  enthusiast  who  instead  of  building  a 
public  museum,  hides  his  art  possessions 
in  his  own  closet.  Lust  is  the  public 
servant  politician  determined  to  rule  the 
world.  Lust  is  the  businessman  who 
thinks  he  has  the  right  to  build  his  own 
financial  empire  on  other  men's  money. 
Lust  is  the  vandal  wilfully  destroying 
property  not  his  own.  Lust  is  the  man 
who  sees  women  as  created  to  serve 
and  please  him.  Lust  is  the  woman 
who  thinks  her  man  is  really  “hers.” 

C.  S.  Lewis,  in  his  "Screwtape  Let¬ 
ters,”  describes  Satan  as  wanting  men  to 
be  like  cattle  prepared  for  him  to  eat:  our 
souls  as  meat  for  his  table,  his  selfhood 
being  increased  by  the  devouring  and 
absorption  of  ours.  That  is  lust. 

Lewis  describes  God  as  wanting 
servants  who  can  become  sons  (and 
daughters). 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  wegk's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Shriver,  is  pastor  of  Liberty 
UMC  in  Gallatin,  Tennessee,  and  is  a 
teacher  at  Volunteer  State  Community 
College  there.  . 


SUMMER  AT  SCARRITT 
1979 

If  you  want  your  summer  educational  experi¬ 
ence  to  be  enriching  spiritually,  intellectually,  and 
culturally,  come  join  the  Scarritt  community. 

Summer  at  Scarritt,  United  Methodism’s  School 
for  the  Diaconate,  includes  courses,  seminars, 
workshops,  concerts,  plays,  films,  lecture  series, 
and  other  cultural  events  set  in  a  framework  of 
Christian  growth  and  fellowship. 

Summer  at  Scarritt  includes  a  wide  variety  of  of¬ 
ferings  through  the  Degree  Programs,  the  Center 
of  Continuing  Education,  and  the  Center  of 
Women's  Studies. 

Summer  at  Scarritt  focuses  on  educational  op¬ 
portunities  to  further  the  ministry  of  Christ 
wherever  there  is  human  need. 

Summer  at  Scarritt  may  be  the  place  for  you! 

For  more  information,  complete  this  coupon 
and  mail  it  to:  Summer  at  Scarritt,  Scarritt  College, 
P.O.  Box  12334,  Nashville,  TN  37212. 


Please  send  me  the  following  Summer  at  Scarritt  brochure(s): 
Degree  Programs  Center  of  Continuing  Education  Programs 
Center  of  Women's  Studies  Programs 

Name _ 
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Worship  comes  alive  behind  prison  walls 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

HUNTSVILLE,  Texas  -  For  23 
years,  the  Rev.  Cecil  F.  McKee  stood 
each  Sunday  behind  his  pulpit  at 
Huntsville  State  Prison  here  and 
offered  a  “typical  Methodist  service." 

Wearing  his  black  clerical  robe,  he 
would  preach  a  meticulously 
researched  sermon  from  extensive 
notes  to  the  50  or  60  inmates  who  had 
gathered  for  worship.  His  service  was 
liturgically  “correct"  —  with  three 
hymns,  a  general  confession,  a  prayer 
of  pardon,  an  affirmation  of  faith  and 
a  pastoral  prayer,  “right  out  of  the 
book.” 

No  one  was  very  excited  about  it  all. 
The  congregation  —  a  racially  mixed, 
theologically  uneducated  group  of 
men  who  were  serving  time  for 
everything  from  petty  theft  to  murder 
—  politely  stood  and  sat  at  the  proper 
times.  Chaplain  McKee  was  con¬ 


vinced  inmates  just  don’t  relate  to 
worship  services,  and  concentrated 
on  the  programs  he  operated  the  rest 
of  the  week  as  the  main  thrust  of  his 
ministry. 

Then  two  years  ago  things  began  to 
change  —  both  in  Chaplain  McKee’s 
personal  approach  to  Christianity 
and,  as  a  result,  in  the  part  of  the 
church  called  Huntsville  Prison. 

Worship  as  work  of  art 

“I  had  always  been  hard  on  what  I 
called  ‘emotionalism’  in  the  church." 
The  minister  on  special  appointment 
from  the  Texas  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  said,  “I  had 
been  trained  to  believe  a  worship 
service  is  a  work  of  art  which  must  be 
minutely  planned  to  make  it  go 
right."  Preachers  were  supposed  to 
stay  behind  pulpits,  the  people  were 
supposed  to  sit  in  their  pews,  and 
everyone  was  supposed  to  take  part 
when  the  order  of  worship  said  so. 


He  started  questioning  those 
assumptions  after  a  chance  visit  at  a 
Church  of  the  Nazarene  worship 
service  while  he  vacationed  in  Ohio  in 
1976.  He  saw  in  the  Nazarene  service 
some  worship  alternatives  he  had 
never  seriously  considered  before. 

Returning  to  Huntsville,  his 
friendship  with  a  Church  of  the 
Nazarene  minister  here  turned  into 
theological  conversations,  and  to  the 
surprise  of  everyone  —  both  his 
family  and  his  inmate  congregation  — 
he  began  approaching  worship 
differently. 

Holy  Spirit  was  real 

“The  Holy  Spirit  suddenly  quit 
being  a  concept  and  started  being  a 
presence  —  something  that  was  very 
real  to  me,”  he  said.  And  one  day 
while  he  was  alone  in  his  chapel  he  felt 
himself  "filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.” 
He  says  the  experience  did  not 
transform  him  into  a  “charismatic” 


and  that  he  received  no  “gift  of 
tongues,"  but  a  piece  that  had  been 
missing  from  his  faith  appeared. 

“I  began  believing  in  the  Holy 
Spirit,”  he  said.  “Instead  of  planning 
for  services  to  go  right,  I  prepared  for 
them  with  the  idea  the  Holy  Spirit  would 
be  there.  I  learned  it  doesn’t  have  to 
all  be  my  way." 

‘Noisy’  services  began 

In  February  1977,  Chaplain  McKee 
scheduled  his  first  prison  revival. 

“It  was  quite  a  step  to  get  involved 
in  a  noisy  service,"  he  reflects.  There 
were  three  days  and  nights  of 
evangelists,  gospel  singing  groups, 
impromptu  testimony,  spontaneous 
prayer  and  healing.  There  were 
shouts  of  "Amen”  and  there  were 
altar  calls. 

“I  walked  away  from  my  pulpit  and 
just  preached,"  he  says. 

The  result  wras  overwhelming. 
Instead  of  about  60  inmates  on  an 


average  Sunday,  services  started 
attracting  more  than  300.  In  addition, 
Chaplain  McKee  says  the  change  in 
style  began  getting  him  “in  tune  with 
where  the  inmates  really  are  as 
people." 

Enthusiasm  grew 
/  Chaplain  McKee  admits  that  part 
of  the  response  was  probably 
sociological  —  the  new  kind  of 
services  were  much  closer  to  what  the 
predominantly  “blue-collar”  inmate 
population  had  been  culturally  used  to 
than  were  the  more  formal  worship 
experiences  he  had  previously 
offered.  But  he’s  far  from  convinced 
that  sociology  is  the  main  factor.  He 
says  the  more  important  element  was 
giving  the  Holy  Spirit  "room  to 
work.” 

Enthusiasm  among  the  inmates  has 
grown  to  the  point  that  there  are  now 
four  services  a  week,  with  one 
devoted  to  Bible  study.  Music  is  a  big 


part  of  the  worship  experience  with 
Gospel  groups  and  contemporary 
Christian  music  groups  coming  from 
all  over  the  Southwest  to  take  part. 

In  addition,  even  non-inmate 
supervisors  in  the  prison  s  industrial 
shops  have  begun  commenting  that 
inmates  involved  in  the  program  have 
changed  —  become  more  reliable, 
better  behaved. 

Chaplain  McKee  says  he  has  taken 
all  his  college  and  seminary  diplomas 
and  locked  them  up  in  his  filing 
cabinet. 

‘I  intend  to  keep  on’ 

“The  Lord  kept  me  here  23  years  so 
I  could  have  a  ministry  that  started 
happening  two  years  ago.”  he  says.  “I 
intend  to  keep  on  with  it.” 

To  other  prison  chaplains  and  to 
ministers  in  general  he  has  two  words 
of  advice:  (1)  "Be  obedient  to  the 
Holy  Spirit,”  and  (2)  “Let  worship 
live  where  it  can.” 


the  church 
today 

UM  publishing  house  sex 
discrimination  suit  settled 

NASHVILLE  (UM  )  -  The  negotiated 
settlement  of  a  sex  discrimination  suit 
filed  in  March  1977  against  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  has  been 
approved  by  the  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Nashville. 

Filed  by  the  U.S.  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commission  (EEOC),  the 
suit  charged  the  publishing  house  with 
sex  discrimination  practices  related  to  a 
1971  layoff  of  29  bindery  employees 
because  of  reduced  work  loads.  Four 
female  employees  filed  discrimination 
charges  with  the  EEOC. 

The  court-approved  settlement 
includes  publishing  house  denial  of  the 
discrimination  charges  and  an 
agreement  by  all  parties  that  the 
agency’s  current  Affirmative  Action 
Program  remedies  "any  alleged  past 
discrimination”  as  well  as  promoting 
"the  purposes  and  policies  of  Title  VII  (of 
the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act).” 

John  E.  Procter,  president  and 
publisher,  said  he  was  pleased  with  the 
settlement  which  “involves  modest  back 
pay  for  three  employees  and  will  avoid 
further  litigation  and  expense  for  all 
parties  involved." 

Meharry  Medical  College 
gets  HEW  distress  grant 
NASHVlitE  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodist-related  Meharry  Medical 
College  here  has  received  a  $3.5  million 
financial  distress  grant  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare. 

Announcing  the  grant,  Tennessee  Sen. 
Jim  Sasser  said,  “This  money,  in 
addition  to  funds  provided  last  year,  will 
guarantee  that  the  medical  and  dental 
schools  will  remain  in  operation  for  the 
time  being.”  He  added  that  efforts  must 
now  be  made  to  see  that  the  school  which 
trains  predominantly  black  physicians 
remains  in  operation  permanently. 
“Meharry  is  a  national  resource  we 
simply  can’t  afford  to  lose.” 

Religious  groups  join  in 
‘Earth  Day’  celebrations 
NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Many  religious 
groups,  churches  and  synagogues  are 
expected  to  join  in  "Earth  Day” 

!  celebrations,  March  21,  to  express  their 
I  global  commitment  to  the  "care  and 
i  redemption  of  our  planet.  ” 

March  21  marks  the  beginning  of 
i  spring  in  the  northern  hemisphere  and  of 
autumn  in  the  southern.  Special 
|  celebrations  such  as  the  ringing  of  bells 
are  planned  to  mark  the  exact  moment  of 
i  the  Equinox,  when  the  sun  crosses  the 

i  equator. 

“Earth  Day  will  be  a  time  of  spiritual 
|  renewal,  a  time  to  seek  truth  in  the  inner 
i  parts,  a  time  to  experience  and  know  a 
i  new  love  of  God,  a  new  love  of  people  and 
a  new  love  of  Earth,”  according  to  John 
I  McConnell,  president  of  the  Earth 

i  Society  Foundation  and  founder  of  Earth 

Day. 

!  Classified _ 

IF  YOU  BUY  palm  crosses  made  in  Africa,  you  help 

people  whose  income  is  $55.00  per  year  to  buy  the 
;  bare  necessities  of  life,  and  to  fill  health  and 

educational  needs.  All  work  done  In  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are  acknowledged  and  must  be 
|  received  by  March  25  to  guarantee  delivery  by  Palm 

*  Sunday.  Hates  based  on  $4.00  per  100;  $2.00  per  50;  in 
units  of  50  only  Only  individual  size  palms  are 
available.  African  Palms.  P.O.  Box  575.  Olney.  Md 
20832. 

<  VACATION  IN  THE  MISSOURI  OZARK  MOUNTAINS 

Christian  family  resort  on  the  beautiful  Black  River 
1  A/C  rooms,  outstanding  meals,  horseback  riding. 

1  canoeing,  swimming,  fishing,  trails,  movies,  hayrides. 

library,  informal  atmosphere.  Write  for  free  brochure; 

1  Lazy  W  Guest  Ranch.  P.  O  Box  180.  Annapolis,  Mo. 

63620. _ 

17  DAYS  VISITING  HUNGARY.  Rumania,  Bulgaria. 

I  Yugoslavia,  Switzerland.  Depart  Dallas  June  9th. 

First  class  hotels,  scenic  overland  routes.  Bess 

*  Loudermilk,  3339  Milton.  Dallas,  Tex.  75205 

*  ECUMENICAL  DEVELOPMENT  AGENCY  has  job 

1  opening  for  communications  associate.  Must  be  skilled 

,  in  writing,  layout  and  design;  knowledgeable  about 

development  issues;  experienced  working  with 
churches.  Send  resume  to:  Heifer  Project  Intema- 
(  tional,  Box  808,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  72203. 

i]  THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME.  Raleigh. 

N  C.  is  seeking  an  administrator  for  a  Residential 
Services  Program  that  will  be  expanding  to  include 
group  homes,  foster  homes  and  possibly  a  family 
l  life  center.  Basic  qualifications:  (1)  strong  ad- 

.  ministrative  record,  preferably  in  child-care; 

I  i2)  a  genuine  commitment  to  the  Christian  faith. 

preferably  a  United  Methodist,  (3)  clergy  or 
layperson  Salary  and  benefits  very  competitive  and 
negotiable.  Submit  confidential  letter  of  application 
j  and  resume  by  April  1  to;  The  Rev.  J  Paul  Edwards. 

.  Chairperson.  Search  Committee.  617  Banks  Avc.. 

‘  Goldsboro.  N.C  77530. _ 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT 
■  Ministries  Belle  Meade  United  Methodist  Church 

j  Nashville.  Tenn.  2100  members,  six  professional 

6  staff  Excellent  salary  negotiable  Available  June  1 

Contact-  Dr.  Edward  Crump.  121  Davidson  Road. 


Islamic  rebirth  claimed 


threat  to  Soviet  Russia 
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W esley  center  offers  youth  alternatives 

GREAT  FALLS,  Mont.  —  Basketball  is  the  name  of  the  game  with  these  two,  as 
Kent  Cox,  right,  gives  Viki  Overton  a  few  pointers  at  the  Welsey  Community  Center 
here,  a  recreational  and  educational  center,  whose  activities  provide  youth  an 
alternative  to  juvenile  delinquency.  Housed  in  a  building  financed  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  the  center’s  board  also  includes  UMs.  The  varied  activities  at 
the  center,  staffed  mostly  by  volunteers,  include  sports,  arts  and  crafts,  sewing, 
cooking,  tours  and  tutoring,  according  to  a  recent  article  in  the  Yellowstone 
conference  TM/UMR  edition.  The  youth  respond  with  work  projects  and  a 
Thanksgiving  dinner  they  held  for  the  lonely  and  elderly  in  the  community.  Center 
director  Linda  K.  Walker,  believes  that  youth  would  rather  do  something  positive  and 
the  center  provides  that  alternative  to  the  "street  life.”  stuart  white  photo 


PARIS  (RNS)  —  Islam’s  renaissance 
could  be  the  most  important 
development  of  the  last  quarter  of  the 
20th  Century  and  could  pose  a  greater 
danger  to  Soviet  Russia  than  China, 
according  to  the  French  social  scientist, 
Prof.  Helene  Carrere  d’Encausse. 

The  surging  social  force  of  modern 
Islam,  seeking  a  basis  in  the  ancient  laws 
and  rules  for  living  of  the  Koran,  has 
already  provoked  outbreaks  in  Iran  and 
Turkey  and  numbers  as  its  foes,  the 
Christians  as  well  as  the  Marxists,  the 
West  as  well  as  Moscow,  she  states. 

In  Soviet  Russia  alone.  Dr.  Carrere 
points  out,  there  are  50  million  Muslims 
among  the  250  million  population.  The 
Islamic  families  have  a  high  birthrate, 
and  “by  the  year  2000,  according  to 
Soviet  statisticians,  there  will  be  100 
million  Muslims,  who  in  their  faith, 
tradition,  and  culture,  constitute  a 
unity."  An  additional  factor  is  that  Soviet 
Russia,  in  order  to  make  its  system 
palatable  to  Arabic  nations,  has  had  to 
grant  them  privileges. 

Dr.  Carrere  has  completed  a  study 
entitled,  “The  Bursting  Imperium”  on 
the  dangers  in  Central  Asia  of  the 
religious  and  national  awakening  of  the 
Muslim  peoples.  Some  of  her  views  are 
as  follows: 

Lenin  and  Stalin  hoped  to  shape  the 
form  of  the  Islamic  Soviet  republics  in 
nationalist  patterns,  but  with  the 
contents  communistic.  Just  the  opposite 
has  taken  place.  The  exterior  is 

Pastors  and 
Teachers-  j 


7  could  hardly  believe  the  fantastic  response  —  220 
students  in  my  very  first  class '  ' 

You  can  teach  this  positive  through-the- Bible  course! 
This  entirely  new  system  applies  the  newest  and  best 
learning  and  comprehension  aids  to  the  unchanging 
Word  ol  God  A  Bible  School  for  adults  with  built-in 
motivation,  this  course  offers  Biblical  literacy  lor  your 
people 

Tnmty  Bible  Studies  offers  fen-week  surveys  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  with  in-depth  courses  for  deeper 
and  more  detailed  insights  —  100  weeks  m  all 
Notebooks,  visuals,  overheads  and  tapes  equip  you 
Available  at  Pastors  Seminar  in  Dallas  (SMU  housing) 
June  11-14  For  free  brochure  and  sample  lessons 
write  TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church 
Dallas.  TX  75205  _ 


communistic,  but  the  content  is 
increasingly  more  nationalistic  and 
Islamic.  Instead  of  the  new  Soviet  man 
which  was  supposed  to  emerge  from  the 
Revolution  of  1917,  a  new  Islamic  man  is 
arising  in  the  Soviet  republics  of  Central 
Asia. 

In  the  six  Muslim  republics  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  "secret  brotherhoods" 
have  enrolled  over  one  million  members. 
They  further  and  demand  a  completely 
Islamic  consciousness  Holy  places  for 
Muslim  pilgrimages  have  been  establish¬ 
ed  within  the  Soviet  Union,  since  pil¬ 
grimages  to  Mecca  are  prohibited. 

In  spite  of  all  legislation  from  Moscow, 
the  Muslim  masses  cling  to  the 
regulations  laid  down  in  the  Koran: 
circumcision,  fasting  in  the  month 
Ramadan,  and  ritual  slaughter. 

Before  and  after  his  takeover  in  Iran, 
the  Islamic  leader.  Ayatollah  Khomeini, 
has  spoken  out  for  religious  freedom  for 
his  co-religionists  in  the  Soviet  Union.  He 
has  also  spoken  out  in  behalf  of  former 
Persian  territory  which  was  annexed  to 
Russia  under  the  czars. 

Political  explosions  such  as  have  be*m 
seen  in  Iran  and  Turkey,  Dr.  Carrere 
says,  could  very  well  have  repercussions 
in  the  Mohammedan  Soviet  republics 
which  border  these  countries.  "The 
danger  for  Moscow  does  not  stem  from 
the  West,  but,  as  so  often  in  the  history  of 
Old  Russia,  from  the  East.  It  could  be 
that  sometime  the  half  moon  of  Islam 
could  eclipse  the  red  star  of  Marx.” 

Sierre  Leone  UMC 
elects  new  bishop 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Thomas  Syl 
Bangura,  pastor  of  King  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Freetown, 
Sierra  Leone,  was  elected  bishop  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Sierra  Leone 
on  Feb.  21. 

In  addition  to  pastoring  the  largest 
United  Methodist  church  in  his  country, 
Mr.  Bangura  has  for  two  years  assisted 
with  administration  in  the  bishop’s 
office. 

The  affiliated  autonomous  church  of 
Sierra  Leone  has  207  congregations 
served  by  37  ordained  ministers,  49  lay 
evangelists  and  85  lay  preachers.  Total 
membership  is  32,200. 


‘Selective  giving’  hit 

‘Advance’  agency  calls  funding  proposal  destructive 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON  —  The  committee 
responsible  for  running  United 
Methodism’s  national  designated  giving 
program  has  rejected  the  idea  that 
“selective  giving”  will  work  in  other 
denominational  fund  raising. 

In  a  statement  adopted  here  March  8, 
the  denomination’s  Advance  Committee 
formally  opposed  selective  giving  as  a 
method  of  raising  "World  Service  or  any 
other  apportioned  benevolence  asking.” 
(The  Advance  is  the  UMC’s  “second- 
mile”  giving  for  missions  program.) 
The  statement  was  a  response  to  a 
proposal  made  last  month  by  a  caucus  of 
pastors,  who  called  for  the  church  to 
design  a  fund  raising  system  which 
would  allow  local  churches  to  reject 
specific  apportionments,  as  a  matter  of 
conscience  and  to  redirect  those  funds  to 
other  purposes.  (See  TM/UMR,  Feb.  9) 

The  resolution  against  selective  giving 
followed  a  statement  by  the  Rev.  Joe  W. 
Walker,  director  of  the  Advance,  in 
which  he  said  such  a  giving  method 
would  "destroy  the  very  fabric  of  our 
connection.” 

“It  would  be  a  theological  denial  of  our 
concept  of  Christian  community,”  Mr. 
Walker  continued. 

Quoting  statistics  from  the  Advance 
program  —  currently  the  only  selective 
designated  fund  in  the  denomination  — 
Mr.  Walker  said  most  designated  giving 
comes  not  from  persons  who  want  an 
alternative  to  apportionments,  but  from 
persons  committed  to  “total  church 
support.”  He  pointed  out  that  nearly  81 
percent  of  the  local  churches  giving  to 
the  Advance  have  paid  or  overpaid  their 
World  Service  apportionments.  He  said 
only  about  62  percent  of  the  churches 
which  did  not  give  to  the  Advance  pay 
World  Service  apportionments  in  full. 

Mr.  Walker  listed  two  reasons  he  has 
found  for  local  churches  desiring  to  give 
to  the  Advance: 

•  A  desire  "to  be  a  part  of  the  total 
community  of  believers.” 

•  A  motivation  to  fulfill  a  “call  for 
participation  in  specific  areas  of 
Christian  endeavor." 


"The  Advance  program  has,  through 
the  years,  been  motivated  and 
empowered  by  the  positive  desire  on  the 
part  of  Christians,  to  make  things  happen 
over  and  beyond  their  involvement  in  the 
total  church  community  through  World 
Service,”  Mr.  Walker  said.  “The  present 
proposal  for  ‘selective  giving’  is 
motivated  by  the  negative  desire  to  avoid 
participation  in  some  ministries  of  the 
church  with  which  there  is 
disagreement." 

Bishop’s 

subpoena 

protested 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  A  District  of 
Columbia  Superior  Court  has  been  asked 
to  quash  a  subpoena  against  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews, 
secretary  of  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
seeking  information  for  possible  use  in 
Pacific  Homes  litigatiop. 

Attorneys  for  the  plaintiffs  in  the  class 
action  suit  against  denominational  units 
had  asked  for  the  subpoena  early  this 
year.  A  ruling  on  the  motion  to  quash  is 
expected  soon. 

“Enforcement  of  this  blanket 
subpoena,"  the  court  was  told  Dy 
attorneys  for  Bishop  Mathews, 
“allowing  a  broad  ‘fishing  expedition’ 
through  sensitive  church  files,  would 
have  a  chilling  effect  on  future 
communications  concerning  church 
ecclesiastical  matters  and  would  do 
grave  damage  to  the  Bishop’s 
fundamental  First  Amendment  rights  of 
free  exercise  of  religion  and  freedom  of 
association.” 

The  subpoena  is  termed  "unreasonable 
and  oppressive  in  that  it  calls  for  review 
and  production  of  virtually  all  of  ( Bishop 
Mathews’)  church  records  —  an 
enormous  burden  totally  unjustified  by 
any  showing  of  need  for  all  the 
documents  requested.” 


r 
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Yes  .  .  .  we  can  top  it! 

No  sooner  had  First  UMG.  Mesa. 
Ariz.,  boasted  that  they  had  on  the 
church  staff  persons  with  last  names  of 
“Bird,”  "Bunney”  and  “Duck”  than  a 
member  of  Foothills  UMC,  La  Mesa, 
Calif.,  topped  it  by  saying:  “We  have 
had  on  our  staff  two  Kings,  a  Knight 
and  now  the  Word.”  Jim  King  was  the 
first  pastor  of  Foothills;  Ben  King 
served  as  education  director  in  ’73-’74; 
Norman  W.  Knight  was  pastor  until 
last  year  ;  and  Bill  Word  is  the  present 
pastor. 

Dedication  to  1,000  members 


news . . . 

judged  on  the  basis  of  fitness,  poise 
and  appearance,  scholastic  achieve¬ 
ment,  creative  and  performing  arts 
and  judges’  interviewing. 


GwinnaCahal 

Members  of  South  Ashland  (Ky.) 
United  Methodist  Church,  are 
admittedly  proud  that  the  judges  of  a 
recent  contest  confirmed  their  own 
judgment  about  Gwinna  Cahal: 
Gwinna  was  crowned  Kentucky 
Junior  Miss  and  will  compete  April  14, 
on  national  television  for  the  national 
crown.  Gwinna  is  an  active  church 
member  and  has  “a  positive  Christian 
witness,”  says  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Michael  Rice.  She  was  one  of  35 
contestants  in  the  Kentucky 
competition,  where  leach  girl  was 


While  most  authors  dedicate  their 
books  to  persons  such  as  a  spouse, 
parent  or  special  friend,  Kenneth 
Wray  Conners  dedicated  his  new 
paperback  to:  “that  incredible  family 
in  Christ,  the  ministers,  ordained  and 
lay,  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Germantown  (Penn  ),  with 
gratitude  and  affection.”  Lay  leader 
of  the  church,  Mr.  Conners  has 
written,  “Lord,  Have  You  Got  a 
Minute?”;  19  poetic  prayer-sermons 
that  have  been  called  by  one 
reviewer;  “disturbing,  original,  pro¬ 
phetic,  penetrating  and  provocative." 
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Gold  ‘ashes  symbolize  joy , 
praise  at  Ash  Wednesday  service 


PHILADELPHIA  -  Gold  “ashes” 
instead  of  the  traditional  black  ashes 
from  burned  palm  leaves  were  marked 
on  the  forehead  of  persons  gathered  for 
the  Ash  Wednesday  service  at  downtown 
Arch  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
here. 

Reviewing  the  words  of  Jesus  — 
“When  you  fast,  be  not  as  the  hypocrites 
of  a  sad  countenance  ..."  Matt.  6:16)  — 
the  Rev.  James  M  Haney  recalled  the 
prophecy  of  Isaiah  in  61:3:  “When  the 
Lord  comes  he  will  bring  good  news  to 


the  suffering  and  afflicted.  He  has  sent 
me  to  tell  those  who  mourn  that  the  time 
of  God’s  favor  has  come  to  them.  To  all 
that  mourn  he  will  give:  beauty  instead 
of  ashes,  joy  instead  of  mourning  and 
praise  instead  of  heaviness.” 

So  when  persons  came  to  the  altar  on 
Ash  Wednesday  last  month,  ministers  of 
the  church  said  “Let  the  beauty  of  Jesus 
be  seen  in  you"  as  their  thumbs  stamped 
a  gold  (washable  water  base  acrylic 
irridescent  poster  paint)  “ash”  on  the 
forehead  or  hand  of  all  who  knelt  there. 


He  said,  “The  Christian  church  is  not 
enhanced  by  withdrawing  from  the 
community  at  the  points  where  there  are 
differences  of  opinion  and  action.  The 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  a  unique 
community  precisely  because  it 
continues  to  remain  a  total  community 
even  where  there  are  differences 
between  its  members.  Our  community  is 
based  on  our  ability  to  trust  and  love,  not 
on  our  ability  to  agree  or  always  to  act 
with  complete  accord.” 

The  Advance  Committee  resolution 
was  to  go  to  the  committee’s  parent 
body,  the  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
with  the  recommendation  the  proposal 
be  adopted  by  the  entire  council. 


UM  juggler 

RICHMOND,  Calif.,  —  Michelle 
Pasley  juggles  in  front  of  the  booth  of 
her  church,  the  Pinole  United  Methodist 
Church,  at  the  "Festival  of  Gifts."  This 
was  only  one  of  the  ways  the  58  UM 
churches  in  the  Bay  View  district  of  the 
California-N'evada  conference  celebrated 
and  shared  what  they  thought  made  their 
ministry  effective  —  from  worship  media 
to  mission  outreach.  According  to  an 
article  by  Marvel  Walter  in  the  conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR.  the  displays,  dancers, 
choirs  and  demonstrations  were  viewed 
by  800  UMs  in  attendance.  Said  the 
festival  chairperson,  the  Rev.  Ron  Parker. 
"We  gather  today  not  to  brag  on  our 
cleverness  or  accomplishments,  but  to 
celebrate  the  good  news  that  God  has 
worked  among  us."  al  bergman  photo 


ONE  GREAT  HOUR 
OF  SHARING 


ONE  WORLD  •  ONE  EAMiLY 

Our  gifts  to  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  through  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
will  reach  out  in  Christ’s  name  to  our  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  human  family  who  are  in 

need  of  □  food  and  blankets  □  housing  and 
medicine  □  water,  tools,  seeds. 

Be  generous  with  your  0GHS  gift. 

J\  For  more  information  and  materials  write 
T  ,  United  Methodist  Communications. 
^  1200  Oavis  St..  Evanston,  IL  60201 
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Public  affairs  seminars: 
UMC’s  best-kept  secret? 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  “One  of  the 
best  kept  secrets  in  United  Methodism" 
needs  to  be  told  or  it  may  be  stifled,  say 
spokespersons  who  know  and  appreciate 
the  church’s  unique  educational  program 
on  national  and  international  affairs. 

At  first  glance  the  “United  Methodist 
Seminars  on  National  and  International 
Affairs”  —  a  joint  project  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  —  appear  to  be  an  over¬ 
whelming  success  story: 

•  It  is  the  only  on-going  educational 
program  of  its  kind  to  be  offered  by  any 
denomination  —  an  in-depth  study  of  the 
moral,  political  and  ethical  sides  of 
major  issues  held  both  in  the  nation’s 
capital  and  at  the  U.N.  in  New  York. 

•  Every  year  between  2,800  and  3,500 
church  youth  and  adults  participate  in 
seminars  designed  especially  for  their 
group. 

•  Demand  for  seminars  now  exceeds 
the  supply  of  staff  available  to  lead  them. 

•  Ratings  are  high  with  the  seminars 
repeatedly  described  as  “the  best  thing 
our  church  does  with  youth.’’ 

And  yet  these  success  indicators  do  not 
tell  the  whole  story.  Just  last  fall  the 
seminar  program  was  fighting  for  its  life 
and  managed  to  squeeze  through  with  a 
12  percent  belt-tightening.  The  budget 
slash  resulted  in  the  release  of  two  full¬ 
time  seminar  designers  —  a  fourth  of  the 
staff  —  and  in  turning  away  several 
annual  conferences  and  local  church 
groups. 

Victim  of  inflation 

The  Florida  district  superintendent 
who  chairs  the  joint  seminar  committee 
said  the  main  culprit  is  inflation  which 
forced  budget  slashing  in  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  That  cut  had  a 
double-whammy;  since  the  program  is  a 
joint  effort,  the  Women’s  Division  cut 
back  an  equal  amount. 

“We  are  all  victims  of  inflation,”  said 
the  Rev.  Lloyd  Knox  of  Deland,  Fla. 
Inflated  costs  have  also  increased  travel, 
food  and  housing  costs  for  seminar 
groups,  forcing  some  cutbacks  in  the  size 
of  groups,  reductions  in  the  frequency  of 
seminars  being  planned,  plus  some 
cancellations. 

But  he  is  “optimistic”  that  the 
program  will  not  receive  further  budget 
cuts  and  fervently  believes  the  church’s 
"best  kept  secret”  needs  most  of  all  to  be 
told.  The  evidence  is  that  in  areas  where 
seminars  are  "known”  and  have  become 
a  regular  part  of  annual  conference  plans 
for  youth  and  adults,  leaders  are 
unanimous  in  testimonials  to  the  value  of 

Church  key 
in  ERA  fight 

RALEIGH,  N.C:  (RNS)  -  Legislative 
leaders  agreed  here  that  opposition  by 
fundamentalist  churches  was  reponsible 
for  the  recent  defeat  in  the  North 
Carolina  Legislature  of  ratification  of  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  to  the  U.S. 
Constitution  for  the  fourth  time  since 
1973. 

Sen.  W.  Craig  Lawing.  (D.- 
Mecklenburg),  Senate  ERA  floor  leader, 
said,  "I  think  the  churches  have  got 
about  as  much  to  do  with  it  as  anything. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  all  your  biggies,  except  the 
Baptists  and  your  Mormons,  endorse  the 
ratification  movement,"  Sen.  Lawing 
said.  “It  is  the  unaffiliated,  funda¬ 
mentalist-type  churches  that  are 
found  predominantly  in  rural  areas  that 
are  playing  such  a  dominant  role  in  this 
thing  (working  against  ERA).” 

The  Rev.  Kent  Kelly  of  Southern  Pines, 
one  of  the  fundamentalist  leaders,  said, 
“We  don’t  want  a  woman  in  a  pants-suit, 
smoking  a  cigarette,  walking  up  and 
down  the  corridor  of  the  15th  story  of  an 
office  building.  We  want  a  wife  and 
mother  who  fulfills  the  role  set  out  in  the 
Bible.” 


the  intense  learning  experiences  planned 
for  them  in  New  York  and  Washington, 
D.C.  —  a  seminar  of  seven  to  10  days  that 
costs  between  $350  and  $450. 

Five  conference  leaders  told  TM/UMR 
that  while  there  is  some  “unevenness” 
and  occasionally  a  “bad  experience,” 
they  have  found  that  with  more  thorough 
care  in  planning  and  sit-down  sessions 
with  seminar  designers  they  have  been 
able  to  iron  out  problems.  Overall,  their 
endorsements  were  expressed  in  super¬ 
latives: 

•  “I  am  particularly  impressed  with 
the  way  the  seminars  relate  Christian 
faith  to  both  political  and  social  realities. 
It  brings  people  face-to-face  with 
Christian  responsibility,”  said  the  Rev. 
Bill  Johnson,  a  district  youth  coordinator 
from  Holland,  Mich. 

•  "This  experience  is  one  of  the  most 
life-changing  experiences  a  young 
Christian  can  have.  People  come  back 
years  later  and  tell  me  ‘that  week 
changed  my  whole  life  —  my  attitude  — 
my  outlook  ,”  reported  Nina  Reeves,  the 
conference  youth  coordinator  for  North 
Alabama.  She  has  led  youth  seminars  for 
21  years. 

•  “It  helps  us  see  beyond  ourselves  and 
outside  our  own  little  world.”  offered 
Joan  Pennington,  Tennessee  conference 
youth  seminar  leader. 

•  “I  wouldn’t  waste  my  time  if  the 
seminar  did  not  prove  to  be  a  valuable 
experience,"  said  Barbara  La  very, 
president  of  the  Baltimore  conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  leader 
of  adult  seminars  for  10  years.  “I  also 
wouldn’t  consider  it  a  success  if  we  didn’t 
do  something  when  we  got  back  home.” 

Appoximately  60  percent  of  all 
participants  annually  are  junior  and 
senior  high  school  students  between  15 
and  18  years  of  age.  Another  30  percent 
are  adults  and  the  balance  college 
students. 

According  to  seminar  administrator, 
Carolyn  McIntyre,  youth  have 
consistently  been  the  largest  group 
during  the  25  years  of  the  program’s 
existence.  First  started  as  “citizenship 
tours,”  the  seminars  shifted  to  in-depth 
learning  events  in  1974  with  the 
establishment  of  a  joint  program.  Before 
that  time  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  Women’s  Division  ran 
separate  programs. 

What  is  a  seminar  like? 

The  majority  of  seminars  are  “two- 
city  seminars”  which  means  a  group  will 
spend  two  days  in  New  York  getting 
international  perspectives  on  the  issue 
chosen  for  study,  and  then  will  travel  to 
Washington,  D.C.  for  two  days  to 
examine  the  domestic  side  of  the  same 
issue. 

Seminar  designers  say  an  important 
part  of  the  learning  experience  is  for 
participants  to  be  exposed  to 
perspectives  they  probably  have  not 
heard  before  and  to  hear  them  directly 
from  Third  World  representatives  or 
Pentagon  officials  or  from 
representatives  of  multi-national 
corporations. 

“Ready  access  to  resource  people  in 
both  New  York  and  Washington  makes 
these  two  locations  invaluable.”  said  Ms. 
McIntyre.  She  said  congressional  offices 
in  the  nation’s  capital  have  been  most 
cooperative  and  compliment  the 
seminars  for  bringing  informed  people 
who  know  how  to  ask  good  questions. 

While  each  seminar  is  designed 
individually  for  each  group,  many  have 
interest  in  the  same  issues.  Hunger, 
human  rights  and  energy  have  topped 
the  list  as  the  “most  popular”  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  staffers  reported. 

Ms.  Reeves  of  North  Alabama  told 
TM/UMR  how  they  handle  “explosive” 
material  that  inevitably  crops  up  in 
discussions  of  economic  and  social 
justice.  They  take  along  a  leader  who 
helps  the  group  “process”  the 
information  by  asking,  “What  does  this 
mean  to  you?"  and  “What  does  this 
mean  in  light  of  Christian  teaching  and 
the  UMC’s  ‘Social  Principles’?” 

“We  urge  youth  to  look  at  both  sides 
and  make  up  their  own  minds  as 
Christians,”  Ms.  Reeves  said. 


Christian  counselors  are 
seen  as  ‘hope  awakeners ’ 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.  —  A  person  walks 
along  the  beach  holding  a  metal  detector, 
searching  for  hidden  treasures  of  rings, 
watches  and  coins  that  people  have 
dropped  in  the  sand. 

That’s  a  new  image  of  a  Christian 
counselor— one  who  finds  the  treasure  of 
human  potential  hidden  within  persons 
and  brings  it  to  the  surface— according  to 
a  teacher  of  pastoral  care. 

Howard  J.  Clinebell  told  hospital  and 
institutional  chaplains  that  they  were 
“hope  awakeners.”  Hope  is  the  “greatest 
source  of  power”  to  liberate  human 
potential  and  allow  it  to  grow,  he  said. 

Dr.  Clinebell,  author,  counselor  and 
professor  at  United  Methodist-related 
Claremont  School  of  Theology, 
Claremont,  Calif.,  emphasized  the 
significance  of  hope  and  growth  in  the 
ministry  of  healing  and  wholeness  to  the 
College  of  Chaplains  meeting  during  the 
Protestant  Health  and  Welfare  Assembly 
here  Mar.  5-7. 

“That’s  a  different  way  of  looking  at 
helping  persons  than  I  was  taught,"  Dr. 
Clinebell  admitted.  Chaplains  have 
usually  been  taught  to  deal  with  the 
“pathological,”  the  emotional  brokeness 
and  sickness  of  a  patient,  he  said. 

But  he  urged  them,  projecting  another 
image,  to  use  “bi-focal  eye  glasses.”  The 


lower  part  of  the  lens  could  focus  on  the 
sickness,  where  the  patient  “blew  it." 

The  top  part  of  the  lens,  however,  must 
“see  what  a  person  has  done  that’s 
right,"  he  said.  A  person  needs 
affirmation  that  something  in  his/her  life 
is  working  properly.  “As  long  as  people 
don’t  have  hope,  they  can’t  mobilize 
energy  for  healing,”  he  said. 

The  task  of  the  Christian  faith  and. 
thus,  the  church  is  “liberation— the 
freeing  of  individuals  from  whatever 
blocks  them  from  attaining  fullness, 
from  growing  into  fulfillment  of  their 
God-given  potential,”  he  said. 

Spiritual  growth  is  the  “center  of  all 
growth,”  he  said.  “Values  of  life, 
philosophy  of  life,  heart-level  the¬ 
ology  —  that’s  where  the  action  is. 
That  is  the  area  of  the  Spirit,  the  most 
unique  gift  that  makes  us  human.” 

Dr.  Clinebell  told  the  chaplains  that 
they  need  a  tough,  realistic  view  of  sin 
and  evil,  and  that  they  need  to  work  with 
a  person  amid  the  person’s  social 
environment,  —  “significant  others”  in 
the  person's  life. 

But  he  reminded  them  that  a  person 
also  needs  hope.  “Even  in  the  midst  of 
human  brokenness,  as  a  person  gets  in 
touch  with  hope,  healing  processes 
within  the  person  begin  to  grow.”  he 
said. 


Church  records  bring  family  together 


Spirit  is  contagious,  pastors  say 


years.  On  the  right  is  Tom  Allington,  Kansas  City.  Mo.  who  initiated  the  search  for 
his  family,  in  the  center  is  Nancy  Boone  of  Birmingham.  Ala.  who  didn't  know  she 
had  any  brothers,  and  on  the  left  is  Ray,  who  was  located  in  Delaware.  Seventeen 
grandchildren  joined  the  happy  reunion  at  Christmas.  Houston  umr  photo 


SULPHUR  SPRINGS,  Tenn.  —  Finding  a  long-lost  sister  and  brother  —  described 
as  a  “modem  day  miracle”  —  happened  here  in  part  because  of  accurately  kept 
church  membership  records,  says  a  reunited  family. 

In  October,  1978,  Tom  Allington  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  came  to  the  office  of  the 
United  Methodist-related  Holston  Home  in  Greeneville  to  seek  help  in  finding  his 
natural  brother  and  sister  whom  he  had  not  seen  in  many  years. 

Earlier,  he  had  been  successful  in  locating  and  meeting  his  father.  Bruce  Wines  of 
Sulphur  Springs,  and  reminiscing  about  the  time  33  years  ago  when  Mr.  Wines  had 
placed  his  three  young  children  at  Holston  Home  for  adoption.  He  had  not  seen  them 
since  that  time  nor  had  the  children  seen  or  known  anything  about  each  other. 

Holston  Home  officials  were  able  to  tell  Mr.  Allington  that  his  sister  had  been 
placed  with  a  foster  family  by  the  name  of  Batson  in  Knoxville,  members  of 
Washington  Pike  UMC.  A  call  to  that  church  prompted  a  search  of  its  records,  which 
showed  that  the  Batson  family  had  joined  a  church  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  in  1948. 

Fortunately,  the  Batsons  had  remained  in  Birmingham  since  that  time  and  later 
had  legally  adopted  Mr.  Allington’s  sister.  Thus,  it  was  in  November  last  year  that 
Nancy  Batson  Boone  of  Birmingham  received  a  call  from  a  man  claiming  to  be  her 
brother,  when  she  did  not  even  know  she  had  a  brother ! 

The  two  were  tearfully  reunited  in  Chattanooga  and  then  began  a  search  for  their 
other  brother,  Ray.  After  many  phone  calls,  they  were  successful  in  finding  him  at 
his  Delaware  home  and  also  located  a  step-sister,  Mrs.  Betty  Owens  of  Brevard, 
N.C. 

Just  after  Christmas  these  four  happy  people  came  to  Holston  Home  together  with 
17  grandchildren  to  say  “thank  you."  Then  they  proceeded  to  Sulphur  Springs  for  a 
surprise  Christmas  visit  to  their  natural  father. 

What  must  be  termed  one  of  East  Tennessee's  happiest  events  was  made  possible 
because  of  well  kept  church  records,  Mr.  Allington  said. 

This  story  first  appeared  in  the  Holston  United  Methodist,  the  Holston  conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR. 


‘Formula’  cited  for  growing  black  churches 


By BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

Is  there  a  magic  formula  for  growth  in 
black  churches? 

If  so,  pastors  of  five  growing  and 
prospering  black  United  Methodist 
churches  agree  that  the  major  ingredients 
are:  ( 1 )  warm,  spiritual  worship  services, 
(2)  extensive  and  varied  community  out¬ 
reach  programs,  (3)  in-church  programs 
that  are  designed  specifically  to  meet  the 
congregation’s  needs,  and  (4)  strong  lay 
and  ministerial  leadership. 

If  these  ingredients  are  present  and 
working,  the  pastors  of  these  churches 
told  TM/UMR  that  the  results  are 
enthusiastic,  happy,  working  con¬ 
gregations  and  pastors  who  together 
generate  growth.  The  spirit  alive  in  these 
churches  is  contagious— members  bring 
their  friends  and  children  bring  their 
parents.  There  is  something  for  everyone 
to  do,  and  something  that  everyone  likes : 
the  music,  the  community  service,  the 
young  adult  fellowship  group  or  the 
women’s  physical  exercise  class. 

Growth  figures  for  these  churches 
after  the  appointment  of  their  present 
pastors  substantiate  the  claims : 

•  Wesley  UMC  in  Los  Angeles,  a  90 
year-old  downtown  church,  has 
increased  its  membership  by  175  in  less 
than  two  years  to  1,300  members; 

•  Bethel  UMC  in  Flint,  Mich.,  has 
almost  doubled  in  membership  from  220 
to  400  in  four  and  one-half  years ; 

•  At  Jones  Memorial  UMC  in  southeast 
Washington,  D.C..  membership  at  this 
century-old  church  has  increased  almost 
one-third  since  December  1976  to  380 
members; 

•  Since  July  1974,  the  congregation  at 
St.  Luke  “Community”  UMC  in  Dallas 
has  increased  six  times  from  80 
members  to  more  than  500; 

•  Cascade  UMC  in  Atlanta,  has  grown 
from  60  black  members  in  June  1974 
to  more  than  600  today. 

Folks  like  a  winner 

“Folks  always  like  to  go  with  a 
winner.”  said  the  Rev.  Sylvester 
Gillespie,  pastor  of  Wesley  UMC,  the 
“mother  church"  of  black  Methodism  on 
the  West  coast.  Wesley  church  owns  and 
operates  the  Rakestraw  Center  which 
houses  several  church  and  community 
based  programs,  such  as  Alcoholics 
Anonymous,  and  a  meals  for  the  elderly 
program.  They  also  own  a  low-income 
housing  project. 

If  people  understand  the  mission  of  the 
church,  they  will  support  the  church  and 
its  programs,  said  Mr.  Gillespie,  and  in 

UM  program 
has  first  grad 

OCEAN  GROVE,  N.J.  —  A  United 
Methodist  training  program  believed  to 
be  the  only  one  in  the  U.S.  designed  to 
qualify  blacks  for  licensing  and 
employment  as  administrators  of 
retirement  or  nursing  homes  has  turned 
out  its  first  graduate,  according  to  an 
official  of  the  United  Methodist  Homes  of 
New  Jersey. 

Melvin  Perry,  the  program’s  first 
graduate,  became  the  third  black  person 
to  be  employed  as  an  administrator  of 
one  of  the  145  UM  retirement  agencies  in 
the  country  when  he  accepted  a  post  as 
administrator  of  Bethany  Towers  in 
Mechanicsburg,  Penn.,  affiliated  with 
the  Central  Pennsylvania  conference. 

Jack  L.  Taylor,  executive  director  of 
New  Jersey  homes  here,  did  the 
Minority  Administrative  Internship 
Training  Program  (MAIT),  as  it  is 
called,  is  now  receiving  applications  for 
its  second  trainee.  The  trainee  is  chosen 
from  a  pool  of  applicants  to  participate  in 
the  15-month  program  to  begin  this  May. 
The  applicants  must  be  black,  hold  a 
bachelor’s  degree,  and  have  at  least  two 
years  of  full-time  employment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  who  heads  a  system  of 
seven  health  care  facilities  in  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  said  graduates  of  the  program  would 
be  able  to  pass  the  state  licensing 
examination  and  be  subsequently 
employed  in  a  church-related  retirement 
agency.  “The  fact  that  Mr.  Perry 
received  job  offers  from  a  number  of 
agencies  indicates  that  the  field  of 
retirement  and  nursing  home 
administration  is  open  to  black  persons,” 
he  said. 


Wesley  church,  announcements  and 
reports  of  all  events  in  the  church  are 
printed  and  distributed  to  the 
congregation. 

The  Rev.  Russell  McReynolds  of 
Bethel  UMC  in  Flint,  Mich.,  sports  a 
similar  philosophy  and  stresses 
congregational  input  and  decentralized 
leadership.  He  began  to  involve  members 
by  asking  them  what  they  wanted  the 
church  to  do.  Then  the  congregation  fol¬ 
lowed  up  with  programs  such  as  family 
nights,  he  said. 

Utilize  members  skills 

Members  were  encouraged  further  to 
use  their  skills  in  the  church.  “What  you 
do  for  a  living,  you  can  do  for  the 
church,"  said  Mr.  McReynolds,  under 
whose  leadership  Bethel  church  has 
cancelled  plans  made  a  few  years  ago  to 
merge  with  a  white  congregation. 

These  congregations  have  not  only 
supported  the  church  with  their  service, 
but  also  their  gifts.  Each  pastor  said  the 
congregation  is  easily  able  to  meet  its 
budget  —  each  of  which  has  increased 
over  the  last  few  years. 

The  key  to  raising  the  budget  is  the 
program,  said  the  Rev.  Marcus 
Matthews,  of  Jones  Memorial  UMC,  a 
community  based  church  in  Washington, 
D.C.  “People  have  to  see  something 
tangible,”  he  said.  In  addition  to  paying 
100  percent  of  its  apportionments  last  year 
and  supporting  community  outreach,  the 
congregation  built  a  sanctuary,  serving  as 
its  own  contractor,  and  utilizing  com¬ 
munity  labor  and  minority  subcontractors. 


Mr.  Matthews  believes  the  secret  to 
growth  is  lay  leadership  and  lay 
involvement  in  the  total  life  of  the 
church.  Jones  Memorial  (and  Wesley 
UMC  in  Los  Angeles)  are  returning  to  the 
early  Methodist  “class  meeting” 
system— small  groups  of  concerned 
persons— to  aid  in  recruiting  and 
orienting  new  members,  assisting  in 
visitation,  and  reactivating  infrequent 
church-goers. 

The  combination  of  outreach  with 
worship  in  the  traditional  black  style  is 
essential  to  communicating  the  need  for 
social  involvement,  said  the  Rev.  Zan 
Holmes  of  Dallas.  “Outreach  is  not  an 
appendage  of  the  church.  It  is  the 
church,”  he  said. 

Membership  in  St.  Luke  “Community” 
UMC  includes  persons  from  all  walks  of 
life  and  from  all  over  the  city.  The  Dallas 
congregation  moved  to  its  present 
location,  a  building  formerly  occupied  by 
a  white  congregation,  almost  five  years 
ago.  It  added  “community”  to  its  name 
to  show  the  community  its  sense  of 
purpose  and  to  keep  the  congregation 
mindful  of  that  purpose,  said  Dr.  Holmes, 
who  is  also  a  professor  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

Positive  attitude  stressed 

Each  of  the  pastors  said  their  worship 
services  are  warm  and  open,  and  that 
members  display  a  “positive  attitude” 
about  their  church.  “There  is  not  one 
person  who  has  come  to  church  who  did 
not  feel  wanted,”  said  Mr.  Gillespie. 


The  Rev.  Walter  L.  Kimbrough,  pastor 
of  Cascade  UMC  in  Atlanta  said  he  never 
preaches  a  negative  or  fault-finding 
sermon.  He  believes  that  fault-finding 
from  within  the  church  is  a  key  to  its 
destruction.  Mr.  McReynolds  of  the 
Bethel  church  illustrated  the  same  point: 
“People  like  to  come  where  they  are 
praised,  not  beaten  over  the  head,”  he 
said. 

The  Atlanta  church,  now  an  all-black 
congregation,  used  to  be  all  white.  The 
community  changed,  but  the  church 
membership  did  not  become  inclusive. 
However,  since  Cascade’s  first  black 
pastor,  Mr.  Kimbrough,  was  appointed  in 
1974,  the  church’s  black  membership  has 
increased  ten  times. 

Growth  among  young  adults 

The  growth  in  all  five  churches  has 
primarily  been  among  young  adults 
between  the  ages  of  20  and  40,  the  pastors 
said.  “Young  people  are  returning  to  the 
church  and  picking  churches  that  meet 
their  spiritual  and  social  needs." 

And  what  does  it  take  to  maintain 
churches  at  their  peak  of  growth? 

The  same  things  it  took  to  build  them, 
said  Mr.  Kimbrough,  including  strong 
leadership  by  a  committed  pastor.  A 
tragedy  of  the  UM  appointment  system, 
he  added,  is  that  pastors  often  are  moved 
at  the  peak  of  their  success  with  a 
congregation,  and  the  replacement  is 
sometimes  not  able  to  maintain  the  level 
or  type  of  leadership  the  previous 
pastor  brought. 


JOKE  N  THE  LORD 

ALL  WAITS 


[  the  pains. 


If  I  Were  Starting  My  Family  Again 

Foreword  by  Joyce  Landorf.  John  M.  Drescher  shares 
hard-won  wisdom  on  parenting,  especially  for  fathers. 
"Warm,  intimate,  full  of  practical  advice.” — Editor, 
Christian  Herald  Ulus,  with  line  drawings.  $4.95 

The  Contagious  Congregation 

Frontiers  in  Evangelism  and  Church  Growth 
Drawing  upon  the  church  growth  model  of 
evangelism  pioneered  by  Donald  McGavran,  George  G. 
Hunter  III  outlines  strategies  for  reaching  out  to  people 
and  claiming  them  for  Christ.  Suitable  for  workshops, 
study  groups.  $4.95,  paper 
Rejoice  in  the  Lord 

Foreword  ’by  Bruce  Larson.  Honestly  and  openly, 
Bruce  MacDougall,  executive  director  of  Faith  at  Work 
(Canada),  Inc.,  shares  his  personal  pilgrimage  of 
Christian  growth  and  maturity — the  joys  and 
$6.95 

The  Courage  to  Care 

Marilyn  Brown  Oden,  wife  of  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  examines  the  personal  and  family  crises  that 
beset  modem  Americans.  She  asserts  the  answer  lies 
within,  with  each  person  needing  a  committed  faith  in 
God.  $5.95 

Talk  with  Us,  Lord 

The  Joyful  Adventure  of  Prayer 

Jayne  Lind  comprehensively  explores  prayer — its 
many  definitions,  types  of  prayer,  faith  and  prayer, 
unanswered  prayer,  plus  actual  cases  of  miraculous 
victories  won  through  prayer.  Great  for  study  groups  or 
personal  reading.  $6.95 

Festival  Books: 

Introducing  the  Bible 

Legendary  Bible  expositor,  William  Barclay,  discusses 
both  testaments  and  the  Apocrypha.  Information  packed. 
$1.75,  paper 

The  Word  Became  Flesh 

A  year’s  daily  devotionals  from  beloved 
missionary/evangelist/author,  E.  Stanley  Jones.  Reveals 
the  total  meaning  of  Jesus  (the  Word  of  God)  and  his 
life  among  us  for  a  transformed  life.  $2.50,  paper 


How  to  Have  a  Happy  Marriage 

David  and  Vera  Mace.  r‘A  thoughtful, 
practical  guide  to  help  couples  achieve  the 
kind  of  marriage  which  truly  gets  better  as  it 
goes  along.” — Editor-in-chief,  Parents' 
magazine  $1.95,  paper 

A  Private  House  of  Prayer 

Thirty-one  days  of  prayer  resource  material 
carefully  selected  by  Leslie  D.  Weatherhead. 

A  unique  blueprint  for  building  an  effective 
personal  prayertime.  $1.95,  paper 
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Francis  Asbury,  circuit  rider  and  first  American  bishop,  is  series  of  windows  illuminating  the  church’s  heritage  which 
depicted  in  hand  blown  stained  glass  as  one  of  many  persons  were  recently  installed  in  the  Berea  United  Methodist 
of  the  church  to  make  up  “The  Endless  Line  of  Splendor”  —  a  Church.  Berea.  Ohio.  joe glick photo 


Stained  glass  illuminates  history 


BEREA,  Ohio  —  New  stained  glass 
windows  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  here  are 
designed  to  depict  “the  endless  line  of 
splendor”  —  a  theme  stressing  the 
ongoing  fellowship,  heritage  and 
historical  continuity  of  the  church 
both  generally  and  in  Berea. 

Each  of  12  sanctuary  windows 
features  a  person  or  persons  in  its 
main  panel  with  their  lives  and  works 
illustrated  in  the  windows  above  the 
main  panel,  according  to  a  recent 
article  in  East  Ohio  Today,  the 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR,  by 
Muriel  Hardy  of  the  Berea  News  Sun. 

Two  of  Jesus'  disciples,  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  are  seen  in  the  first  and 


second  windows  on  the  east  wall.  Next 
are  St.  Augustine,  one  of  the  great 
theologians  of  Christianity,  and  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi. 

The  John  Huss  Window  depicts  the 
martyr  who  sought  reform  of  the 
church  through  giving  the  laity  access 
to  the  Bible;  the  sixth  window  is  of 
Martin  Luther,  the  founder  of 
Protestantism. 

The  six  windows  on  the  west  wall 
feature  Susannah  Wesley,  the  Wesley 
brothers  —  John  and  Charles  — 
together  in  the  same  window,  Francis 
Asbury,  the  circuit  rider  who  was  the 
first  American  bishop  and  Phillip 
Otterbein  and  Martin  Boehm,  the 
founders  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  a  forerunner  of  the  UMC. 


The  fifth  window  on  the  west  is  of 
John  Stewart,  a  black  who  became  the 
first  missionary  to  the  Indians  in 
Ohio,  and  the  sixth  honors  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Nast.  He  was  the  first 
president  of  German  Wallace  College, 
founded  in  Berea  in  1864;  Margaret 
Nast  was  a  pioneer  in  the  Women’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Movement. 

John  and  Mary  Baldwin,  who 
organized  the  first  Sunday  School  in 
the  area  in  their  home,  are  honored  in 
a  vestibule  window.  A  piece  of  glass 
from  the  original  church  building  is 
incorporated  into  this  new  window. 

A  sermon  series  based  on  the 
windows  coincided  with  their 
completion  and  dedication. 


1 980’s  to  challenge  churches 


Theologian  indicts  Jeffersonian  stance 


DENVER  (RNS)  —  There  is  too  much 
of  the  Thomas  Jefferson  attitude  about 
religion,  Martin  Marty  believes. 

The  noted  theologian  said  here  that 
Jefferson  had  been  quoted  as  saying,  “If 
I  must  go  to  heaven  with  a  group  then  I 
won’t  go.” 

Dr.  Marty  sees  that  (individualistic 
religion)  as  dangerous  thinking,  the 
same  way  hp, views  those  who  have  the 
attitude  that(;tf?ey  feel  God's  presence 
when  they  hear  a  Beethoven  symphony 
or  when  they’re  out  fishing. 


In  the  1970s,  he  said,  there  were  too 
many  attachments  to  a  writer  or  a 
speaker  or  a  guru.  “There  were  the  Anita 
Bryant  people,  the  Corrie  ten  Boom 
people,  and  the  David  Wilkerson  people. 
But  there  was  no  long-term  fidelity  to  a 
group.  Christian  ministry  in  the  next  10 
years  will  have  to  run  counter  to  this 
kind  of  thinking,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Marty,  a  professor  of  the  Divinity 
School  at  the  University  of  Chicago, 
spoke  here  in  the  opening  session  of  the 


Marines  shift  to  Navy 
to  support  chaplaincy 


CAMP  LEJEUNE,  N.  C.  (RNS)  -  Six 
U.  S.  Marines  here  have  transferred  to 
the  Navy  to  participate  in  the  new 
Religious  Program  Specialist  (RPS) 
program  designed  to  support  the  Navy 
Chaplains  Corps. 

They  will  be  among  some  160  Marines 
worldwide  who  will  begin  a  new  Navy 
career  in  the  volunteer  program  which  is 
open  to  enlisted  Marines  and  Navy 
personnel  who  wish  to  support  the 
chaplaincy  in  various  duties. 

Commander  Carroll  E.  Bartholomew, 
2nd  Marine  Division  administrative 
chaplain,  said  the  specialists  will  “not 
exercise  any  ministerial  functions  of  a 
chaplain”  but  “they  will  free  us  from  a 
lot  of  duties.” 

“Much  of  their  work  will  include 
determining  religious  program  support 
requirements,  managing  certain 
programs,  maintaining  records  of  chapel 
funds  and  ecclesiastical  documents, 
instructing  religious  education  pro¬ 
grams,  preparing  devotional  and 
religious  educational  materials 
publicizing  religious  activities.” 

Chaplain  Bartholomew  said 
Religious  Program  Specialists 


ashore,  overseas,  and  with  Marine  Corps 
units,  both  garrison  and  Fleet  Marine 
Force.  He  said  they  are  not  chaplains’ 
assistants  or  clerks. 

“It’s  a  new  field  that  offers 
advancement  and  creativity,”  Chaplain 
Bartholomew  said.  “The  new  RPS  can 
help  develop  and  build  this  program. 
Part  of  its  success  depends  on  the  new 
volunteers.” 

CpI.  Yancy,  a  27-year-old  native  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  said  he  eventually  wants 
to  become  a  chaplain.  “I  have  two  years  of 
Bible  study  and  I  would  like  to  stay  in  the 
service,  complete  my  studies  and  get 
ordained.” 

The  six  who  were  recently  sworn  in 
were  selected  from  15  who  volunteered. 
Most  of  the  volunteers  said  turning  in 
their  Marine  uniforms  was  difficult,  but 
they  agreed  that  love  of  their  chaplaincy 
job  came  first. 


week  of  lectures  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  in  an  address  entitled,  "And 
Now.  the  ’80s.” 

’70s  ended  with  Jonestown 

So  far  as  the  Lutheran  theologian  is 
concerned  “we’re  already  into  the  '80s. 
The  ’70s  ended  with  Jonestown,”  he  said, 
referring  to  the  tragic  end  of  the  James 
Jones  cult  in  Guyana. 

He  believes  the  ’70s  will  be  seen  as  the 
era  in  which  people  “turned  themselves 
over  to  others  or  to  a  guru.” 

This  kind  of  attitude  should  be  changed 
in  the  ’80s,  he  believes,  because  “there  is 
a  growing  resistance  to  and  suspicion  of 
religion  and  church.  We’ve  had  our  free 
ride.  But  now,  we’ve  been  through  a 
decade  when  people  would  believe 
anything.  As  someone  said,  if  you  don’t 
believe  in  God  you’ll  believe  in 
everything.” 

Dr.  Marty  said  there  is  “a  large 
element  in  our  culture  that  has  a  latent 
hostility  to  the  claims  of  the  church.” 

In  many  areas,  the  church  is  failing  to 
make  an  impact,  including  the  equal 
rights  amendment,  tax  credits,  abortion, 
pornography  and  science,  he  said.  “We 
didn’t  make  our  point  intelligently  in  the 
’70s,”  he  said.  “We  didn’t  have  to 
articulate  our  theology.” 

Churches  need  “to  clean  up  their  own 
houses,’’  he  said,  and  make 
discernments  and  criticisms.  In  the  ’70s 
only  a  few  “mainline”  churches  grew  in 
membership.  Otherwise,  it  was  a 
situation  of  “musical  chairs.  We  didn’t 
make  a  dentin  pagan  America.” 

He  said  the  “least  ecumenical  groups, 
the  invisible  religions”  grew  in  the  ’70s. 
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‘Dear  Deborah’ 


How  to  keep  peace,  friends? 


support  the  Chaplain  Corps  afloat, 

Story  of  black 
astronomer 
gains  attention 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews 
(NCCJ)  has  become  the  third  national 
organization  to  give  special  recognition 
to  a  new  children’s  book  published  by 
Abingdon,  the  book  publishing  arm  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

“Benjamin  Banneker:  Genius  of  Early 
America”  has  been  selected  by  the  NCCJ 
for  inclusion  in  its  “Books  for 
Brotherhood”  list.  Earlier  the  book  was 
chosen  by  the  National  Science  Teachers 
Association  for  inclusion  in  its  list  of 
“Outstanding  Science  Trade  Books  for 
Children”  and  by  the  National  Council 
for  the  Social  Studies  for  inclusion  in  a 
list  of  “Notable  Children's  Trade  Books 
in  the  Field  of  Social  Studies." 

Written  by  Lillie  Patterson,  an 
education  specialist  in  the  Baltimore 
City  Schools,  the  book  chronicles  the  life 
of  a  brilliant  black  astronomer, 
mathematician,  biologist,  surveyor, 
authorand  musician  (1737-1806). 

Mr.  Banneker  was  the  first  man  to 
publish  a  popular  almanac  using  original 
astronomical  and  tide  tables,  and  was 
instrumental  in  saving  the  original 
surveyor’s  design  of  Washington.  D  C.. 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  been  reading  some  of  your 
advice  and  hoping  someone  else  would 
bring  up  this  question  but  they  haven't.  I 
have  had  a  lifelong  interest  in  the  peace 
movement  and  believe  that  the  most 
urgent  problem  facing  our  world  is  for 
disarmament.  The  difficulty  is  that  our 
church  is  located  where  many  of  our 
good  members  are  present  and  past 
military  people.  I  love  many  of  them 
dearly.  Yet  my  conscience  leads  me  to 
participate  in  some  peace  movement 
activities  that  they  consider  a  slap  in  the 
face  personally. 

How  can  I  let  these  friends  know  that  to 

me  this  is  not  a  matter  of  personal 
animosity  but  of  conviction  about  the 
future ?  I  feel  I  must  do  something  to 
express  my  concerns.  I  do  not  condemn 

them  for  their  devotion  to  the  military 
and  what  ,it  means  to  them  and  I  wish 

they  would  allow  the  same  consideration 
for  me.  Perhaps  they  will  see  this  letter 

and  see  my  viewpoint.  I  hope  so 
desperately. 

A  Peace  Lover  in  the  East 

Dear  Peace  Lover; 

You  are  probably  going  to  have  to 
settle  for  something  less  than  you  want 
for  these  church  friends.  Many  persons 
in  the  military  believe  they  are  peace 
keepers  and  consider  themselves  peace 
lovers  as  well.  What  we  can  hope  for  in 
the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  that  we  will 
all  hold  our  convictions  whatever  they 
are  before  the  judgment  of  our  heavenly 
Father  and  in  this  light  both  continue  to 
love  one  another  and  to  come  eventually 


to  a  resolution  of  our  differences.  I  hope 
so.  don’t  you? 

Dear  Deborah: 

Has  anyone  ever  written  you  about  a 
problem  like  mine ?  It  is  that  I  can't  get 
myself  to  say  ANYTHING  in  a  church 
meeting.  For  some  reason,  usually  that  I 
am  afraid  of  saying  the  wrong  thing.  I  sit 
there  like  a  dumb-dumb  even  when  I 
should  speak  up.  Others  seem  to  have  the 
opposite  problem  —  they  talk  all  the  time 
and  sometimes  say  really  stupid  things.  I 
have  been  on  the  Administrative  Board 
for  three  years  and  have  never  said  a 
W0r<*’  Quiet  as  a  Mouse 

„  „  .  in  Minnesota 

Dear  Quiet: 

No  one  else  has  written  about  this 
problem  but,  believe  it  or  not,  I  too  have 
suffered  from  it.  I  can  write  a  lot  easier 
than  I  can  talk.  One  way  of  overcoming  it 
is  to  care  more  about  the  issue  than  you 
care  about  what  people  think  about  you. 
Often  our  silence  is  due  to  our  fear  of 
making  a  fool  of  ourselves  by  revealing 
our  ignorance.  Forget  yourself  and  care 
more  about  what  decisions  are  made  for 
the  present  and  future  of  your  church. 

Of  course,  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
silence  if  someone  else  has  said  what  you 
were  going  to  say  anyway.  The  talkers 
often  forget  this  and  go  right  on  saying 
things  over  and  over  again.  Speak  when 
you  really  care  and  speak  to  the  point. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 
“Dear  Deborah"  P  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 
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Prison  system  said  chaotic 

Advocate:*  i * * * * * * * Christians  belong  in  jail 9  —  to  bring  reform 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Psychiatrist 
Karl  Menninger  has  urged  Christians  to 
learn  the  facts  about  crime  control  in  the 
U.  S.  today,  visit  local  jails,  and  do 
something  constructive  to  improve  the 
present  “chaotic”  system. 

“The  machinery  we  have  devised  to 
protect  us  from  crime  has  instead 
become  an  aggravation  of  crime.  Prisons 
are  manufacturing  criminals  constant¬ 
ly,”  said  Dr.  Menninger,  an  advocate  of 
prison  reform  for  more  than  50  years  who 
has  spoken  on  the  subject  to  many 
religious  audiences. 

“Crime  control  in  this  country  is 
generally  regarded  as  a  wretched 
failure,”  he  said  in  the  February  issue  of 
A.  D.  magazine,  the  publication  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Menninger  said  the  crime  control 
system  “is  not  consonant  with  the  ideals 
of  most  church  people,  yet  they  don’t 
know  what  to  do  about  it.  What  is  the 
Christian  response  to  the  chaos  in  our 
system  of  crime  control?” 

Ignorance  chief  enemy 

“The  chief  enemy  of  change  is 
ignorance,”  he  said.  “Before  there  will 
be  any  change,  I  suggest  first  that  we 
must  become  much  better  informed 
about  crime  and  crime  control.  Most 
people  don’t  realize  how  little  they  know, 
or  how  incorrect  they  are  about  the 
things  they  think  they  know. 

“For  example,  few  people  realize  that 
98  percent  of  criminal  acts  do  not  result 
in  imprisonment.  A  good  many  can’t 
even  distinguish  between  jail  and 
prisons.  Prisons  are  collections  of 
buildings  that  belong  to  the  state  or 
federal  government .  .  .  Their  purpose  is 
to  house  and  feed  hundreds  or  thousands 
of  individuals  sent  to  them  by  a  judge  for 
a  variable  period  of  time  —  a  ‘sentence.’ 
The  purpose  of  the  prison  is  to  detain 
people,  to  prevent  them  from  living 
amongst  us.” 

“Jails,  on  the  other  hand,”  Dr. 
Menninger  continued,  “are  local  lock¬ 
ups  operated  by  the  city  or  county.  They 
are  intended  for  temporary  detention 
before,  during,  or  after  a  trial.  Most  jail 
prisoners  are  technically  innocent  of  any 
crime.  Others  have  been  convicted  of  a 
crime  and  are  waiting  in  jail  before 
moving  on  to  a  prison.  ” 


Wesley  Chapel’s 
restoration  leader 
dies  in  London 

LONDON  (RNS)  -  The  Rev.  N.  Allen 
Birtwhistle,  a  major  leader  in  the  drive 
to  restore  and  preserve  Wesley’s  Chapel 
in  central  London’s  City  Road,  died  here 
at  the  age  of  68. 

He  was  appointed  to  the  City  Road 
District  in  1973  where  he  served  for  five 
years  but  never  conducted  a  service  in 
the  famous  chapel  —  it  was  closed  for 
renovation.  But  he  spent  that  time  in 
untiring  and  determined  efforts  to  raise 
the  $2  million  needed  for  the  repairs,  and 
when  all  this  was  completed  and  the 
chapel  reopened  he  handed  the 
leadership  over  to  another. 


Dr.  Menninger  observed  that  most 
church  people  are  too  far  away  from 
prisons  to  visit  them,  but  jails  are  often 
nearby. 

“My  second  suggestion  is  that  after 
becoming  more  familiar  with  the 
problem  of  crime  control,  church 
members  should  visit  their  local  jail,”  he 
said.  “Christians  belong  in  jail.” 

Dr.  Menninger  said  most  jailers  will 
welcome  Christian  visitors.  One  jailer 
friend  told  him,  “Sure,  send  them  down. 
Some  of  them  may  be  afraid  if  it’s  their 
first  time,  but  we  will  take  care  of  them. 
It  isn’t  dangerous.” 

“If  church  people  came  down  here  and 
talked  with  the  prisoners  they  would 
have  something  to  think  about,”  the 
jailer  said.  “It  might  even  make  life  a 
little  better  for  some  of  these  prisoners. 
They  are  not  very  charming  but  they  are 
lonely.  Most  of  them  are  failures.  Most  of 
them  are  discouraged,  mediocre,  mixed- 
up  people,  many  of  them  kids,  usually 
from  broken  homes.  It’s  our  job  to  keep 
them  in  here  and  we  do  the  best  we  can. " 

Dr.  Menninger  said  that  “after  reading 
and  study  and  then  visiting  jails,  you  will 
see  things  that  disturb  you  and  raise 
questions  for  which  there  are  no  good 
answers  .  .  .  Perhaps  you  will  want  to  try 
some  specific  projects,  like  the 
guardianship  of  a  discharged  or  paroled 
offender,  or  making  the  jails  more 
humane,  or  sharing  little  gifts  of  food  or 
reading  material  with  the  prisoners. 

“These  are  little  things,  to  be  sure,  but 
they  add  up  to  a  visible  concern  for 
prisoners  and  their  keepers.  They  may 
get  the  message  that  someone  actually 
cares." 

"There  is  actually  only  one  just, 
intelligent,  humane  reason  for  locking  up 
other  human  beings  —  to  prevent  them 
from  hurting  others,”  Dr.  Menninger 
said.  “All  the  other  reasons  are  excuses 
for  retaliation  and  vengeance.  And 
vengeance  is  never  good.  It  may  bring 
some  satisfaction  to  the  avenger,  but  it  is 
evil  and  it  is  futile.  It  is  also  expensive 
and  it  feeds  upon  itself.” 

Long  on  prevention 

Dr.  Menninger  said  he  is  among  the 
reformers  who  believe  "there  should  be 
no  jails.”  He  strongly  advocates 
widespread  use  of  preventative 
programs  for  undirected  youth  who  first 
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Poem  of  the  Week 

Something  new 

By  NOEL  McINNIS 
Nothing  new  under  the  sun? 

You  are  proof  this  is  not  true. 

No  matter  what’s  been  done  before 
or  thought  before, 
you  are  the  one 

who’s  doing  and  thinking  right  now ; 
never  before  and  never  again 
will  anything  happen  quite  like  you. 
There’s  always  something  new  under  the 
sun 

whenever  someone  new  is  doing  it. 

In  vour  life  and  through  your  hands 
the  Creation  takes  shapes  it  has  never 
had  before. 


show  signs  of  criminal  acts. 

“Nearly  every  jail  inmate  I  ever 
interviewed  had  a  wretched  childhood  — 
beaten  by  a  father,  abandoned,  or 
betrayed  by  a  mother,”  he  said.  To 
answer  the  needs  of  such  children,  Dr. 
Menninger  and  some  friends  began  an 
experiment  12  years  ago  and  established 
the  Villages,  group  foster  homes 
designed  to  give  “new  life”  to  the 
children.  The  Villages  complex  is  near 
Topeka,  Kan.,  where  Dr.  Menninger’s 
famed  clinic  bearing  his  name  is  located. 

“Preventative  programs  like  this 
could  make  jails  and  prisons  increasing¬ 
ly  unnecessary,”  Dr.  Menninger  said  in 
the  A.  D.  article.  “Right  now  there  are  a 
million  or  more  runaway  or  abandoned 
children  in  this  country.  Some  of  them 
might  be  rescued ...” 

Sojourners 

magazine 

thriving 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  While 
increasing  costs  of  printing  and  mailing 
have  jeopardized  the  existence  of  a 
number  of  religious  publications  in 
recent  years,  one  magazine  is  thriving 
with  very  little  advertising,  only  36,000 
subscribers  and  a  $12  annual 
subscription  rate. 

It  is  called  Sojourners,  a  ministry  of 
Sojourners  Fellowship  here  which 
describes  itself  as  a  “local  church  which 
also  seeks  to  witness  to  the  larger 
church.” 

During  1978,  the  magazine  increased 
its  circulation  by  40  percent  to  a  total  of 
nearly  36,000  realizing  a  net  gain  of  11,000 
subscribers. 

Asked  how  the  magazine  can  stay  in 
the  black,  Mr.  Joe  Roos,  publisher,  said 
the  staff  reduced  printing  costs.  They 
also  began  handling  their  subscription 
list  “in  house,”  having  formerly  farmed 
it  out,  thereby  realizing  a  savings  of  40 
percent. 

“We  have  a  very  low  overhead,”  he 
said,  “primarily  because  we  all  live  on 
subsistence  salaries.” 

The  magazine  is  one  of  a  half-dozen 
ministries  of  Sojourners  Fellowship  in 
the  inner  city,  poor  neighborhood  of 
Washington  where  its  50  core  members 
live. 

The  others  include  a  non-profit  day¬ 
care  center,  a  cooperative  food  club, 
recreational  and  educational  programs 
for  neighborhood  children,  Sunday 
morning  worship  and  Sunday  school 
classes,  both  involving  fellowship 
members  and  neighbors 
In  addition,  some  of  the  fellowship  * 
members  —  notably  Jim  Wallis,  one  of 
the  fellowship  founders  and  editor  o t 
Sojourners  —  speak  before  religious 
gatherings  and  conferences  around  the 
country. 

The  50  members  (eight  of  whom  are 
children)  live  as  a  community  in  which 
there  is  “a  general  sharing  economical¬ 
ly,”  as  Wes  Michaelson,  the  managing 
editor  put  it.  Most  of  them  live  in  one  of 
three  households  in  three  houses  on  Euclid 
Street  in  Northwest  Washington,  with  a 
dozen  living  in  nearby  apartments. 

The  eight  to  12  people  in  each 
household  consist  of  married  and  single 
people.  They  eat  together  and  share 
living  arrangements,  such  as  household 
chores.  They  meet  together  at  least  once 
weekly  to  share  concerns  and  for  prayer 
and  study. 

Six  members  of  the  community  have 
been  “ordained”  by  the  community  as  its 
elders.  They  have  a  “coordinating,  over¬ 
sight  role”  in  the  community,  “holding  up 
a  vision”  but  not  making  all  the  decisions, 
Mr.  Michaelson  said. 

A  half-dozen  or  so  of  the  members  have 
positions  outside  the  community. 

Mr.  Roos  said  Sojourners  Fellowship  is 
“trying  to  be  a  church  in  the  inner  city  of 
Washington  faithful  to  the  radical 
meaning  of  the  Gospel. 

“We’re  trying  to  identify  with  the  poor 
and  be  sensitive  to  the  issues  of  peace 
and  reconciliation,  both  among  ourselves 
and  between  nations.”  he  said. 

“Primarily,”  he  continued,  “our  focus 
is  being  a  church,  not  a  political  activity. 
More  central  than  anything  we  do  is  our 
worship  and  prayer  life.  ” 

"Our  corporate  and  personal  worship 
and  prayer  provides  us  the  power  to  live 
lives  of  trust,  and  to  share  our  lives 
deeply  with  one  another,"  Mr.  Roos  said. 

Follow-up  book 
summarizes 
laity  congress 

NEW  YORK  ( RNS)  —  Last  year,  some 
800  persons  took  part  in  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Congress  of  the  Laity  in  Los  Angeles. 
The  gathering  attracted  a  good  deal  of 
publicity  at  the  time,  largely  because  of 
its  “big-name”  speakers  like  former  * 
President  Gerald  Ford. 

Organizers  of  the  Congress  want  it  to 
have  a  lasting  impact,  and  have  taken 
steps  to  ensure  that  it  will.  Howard  E. 
Butt,  the  prime  mover  behind  the  gather¬ 
ing,  has  joined  with  free-lance  writer 
Elliott  Wright  in  a  book  summarizing  the 
discussions  of  the  Congress.  Entitled  “At 
the  Edge  of  Hope:  Christian  Laity  in 
Paradox,”  it  is  published  by  The  Sea  bury 
Press.  / 

Although  the  Congress  of  the  Laity  has 
been  described  in  some  articles  as  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  evanglelical  gathering,  it 
spanned  the  spectrum  of  Christian  lay  * 
opinion. 
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Mission  festivals  flourish 

Celebrating  the  church  in  mission  through  combinations  of  educational  and 
festive  activities  is  a  popular  and  widely  used  program  approach  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  these  recent  news  stories  indicate. 

Above,  children  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  participate  in  a  Rio  Grande  conference 
sub-district  event  called  "Children’s  Mission  Day."  Three  regions  selected  for 
study  —  Africa,  China  and  Mexico  —  were  discovered  by  first  through  sixth  grade 
children  through  crafts,  games  and  stories.  The  program  also  introduced  them  to 
the  Children’s  Fund  for  Christian  Mission  and  the  International  Year  of  the  Child. 

Below,  children  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Wyoming,  Del.,  pose  as 
children  from  other  lands  by  putting  their  heads  in  openings  above  typical 
costumes  painted  on  a  screen.  The  missions  festival  drew  150  children,  youth  and 
adults  last  month. 


Eight  displays  on  missions  projects,  films,  games,  clowns  and  a  talent  show 
combined  to  help  UMs  learn  about  the  work  of  the  church  at  home  and  around  the 
world  in  a  fun  way. 


Presenting . .  • 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

PENSION  FUNDING  CRUSADE 


We  Depend  On  Them  — 
They  Depend  On  Us! 


Pension  Funding  Crusade 
P.O.Box  4208 
Shreveport,  La.  71104 
(318)861-7443 

Pledge  Period:  June  1, 1979  To  June  1, 1983 


Taking  Positive  Action  For  Our  Ministers 


Director  of  the  Pension 
Funding  Crusade  is  Dr.  Alton 
Miller 


Fellow  Methodists, 

The  Louisiana  Conference  in  session  last  May, 
authorized  a  Capital  Funds  Campaign  to  raise  a 
minimum  of  $2.5  million  for  strengthening  the 
Ministers’  Pension  Program. 

This  recommendation  came  from  the 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions  after  an 
exhaustive  study  of  this  escalating  responsibility. 

The  problem  of  meeting  pension  needs  has 
been  compounded  by  a  growing  number  of 
service  years  which  are  presently  unfunded  or 
partially  funded,  and  the  erosion  of  the  dollar  by 
inflation. 

The  retired  minister’s  pension  is  determined 
by  the  number  of  years  of  service,  times  the 


annuity  rate.  Thus,  a  minister  with  35  years  of 
service  now  receives  an  annual  pension  of  35 
times  $115,  or  $4,025.  This  amounts  to  $335.42  per 
month. 

The  lay  people  of  Louisiana  have  become  very 
concerned  and  are  deeply  involved  in  carrying 
out  this  Crusade.  Each  church  is  being  asked  to 
take  its  proportionate  share  with  the  hope  that 
many  will  find  it  possible  to  over  subscribe. 

We  have  every  expectation  that  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  of  Louisiana  will  far  exceed 
these  goals  as  the  payment  period  progresses 
over  the  next  four  years. 

Dr.  Alton  Miller 


Soliciting  For  Special  Gifts 


Pick  A  Workshop 


Robert  Jones,  of  First  UMC  in 
Lake  Charles,  is  serving  as  the 
General  Chairman  of  the 
Pension  Funding  Crusade.  He  is 
a  stockbroker  and  is  well  known 
for  offices  he  has  held  in  State 
government. 


The  Ruston  District  Rally  at  Arcadia  Church, 
brought  a  house  full. 


Presenting  the  Pension  Acceptance  to  the  Rev. 
Kirby  Vining,  superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  ( right)  is  0.  W.  Marrs  and  Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire 
(left  to  right).  Marrs  is  a  layman  at  Broadmoor  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge  while  Dr.  McGuire  is  the  minister. 
The  Fair  Share  asking  for  Broadmoor  is  $55,708  and 
the  Administrative  Board  has  voted  to  give  a 
minimum  of  $60,000.  We  congratulate  this  church  for 
leading  off  in  this  commendable  way. 


John  E.  Maxwell  of  Ruston.  is 
Chairman  of  the  Special  Gifts 
Solicitation. 


service,  this  Conference  needs 
$9,460,000. 

This  present  effort  to  raise  $2.5 
million  now,  will  not  solve  our  pension 
problems.  But,  if  this  amount  is  raised 
and  invested,  in  eight  to  10  years  it  will 
double 

The  Fair  Share  Goal  for  each  church 
was  distributed  by  Bishop  Shamblin. 
After  the  Administrative  Board 
approves  this  amount  as  a  minimum, 
the  acceptance  form  should  be  mailed 
to  the  Crusade  office  and  District 
Superintendent.  To  date  we  have 
acceptances  totaling  $450,000. 

Each  church  throughout  the 
Conference,  will  be  reporting  just  as 
soon  as  their  Administrative  Board  can 
meet.  We  look  forward  to  April  1,  which 
will  be  Victory  Sunday  across  the 
Louisiana  Conference! 


At  the  Lake  Charles  District  Rally  were  (left  to 
right)  Rev.  Terry  Willis,  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland.  Robert 
Jones  and  Bishop  J .  Kenneth  Shambl 


The  Nolley  NOTEables,  from  Nolley  Memorial  UMC  in 
Jena,  sang  at  the  Alexandria  District  Pension  Rally  on 
Feb.  15.  Paul  Fellows  is  the  director  and  Erma  Adams  is 
the  Youth  Director. 


Churches  Filled  To  Capacity  For  Rallies 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  speaks  out  for  the 
Crusade  at  the  Shreveport  District  Rally  at 
Broadmoor  UMC. 


We  have  just  completed  nine  District 
Rallies  (Feb.  11-20)  in  support  of  the 
Pension  Funding  Crusade. 

Each  District  responded  in  a  gracious 
manner;  the  host  churches  were  filled 
to  capacity.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  was  the  keynote  speaker  at 
the  rallies. 

He  pointed  up  the  need  for  each  local 
church  to  subscribe  the  Fair  Share  Goal 
as  a  minimum  and  become  a  “Quota 
Buster"  Church  by  subscribing  125 
percent  of  the  asking. 

He  spoke  of  the  need  for  each  church 
to  follow  the  prescribed  plans  as  we 
move  up  to  March  25,  which  is 
Visitation  Day  in  each  local  church 
throughout  the  Conference. 

Bishop  Shamblin.  pointed  out  that  to 
completely  fund  all  the  years  of 


In  addition  to  the  emphasis  in  each 
local  church,  there  will  also  be  a 
Conference  wide  solicitation  for  larger 
gifts.  John  Maxwell  of  Trinity  UMC  in 
Ruston,  is  Chairman  of  this  project. 

Maxwell  is  president  of  Ruston  State 
Bank  and  Trust  Co.,  and  has  a  Masters 
Degree  from  Tulane  in  finance. 

John  Porter  of  Shreveport,  will  assist 
him.  Each  District  will  carry  out  its 
own  program  under  the  leadership  of 
the  District  Superintendent  and  the 
District  Committee. 

Some  larger  gift  donors  have  already 
responded  and  presentations  of  cash 
and  stock  are  adding  to  the  pension 
resources.  Anyone  wishing  to  make  a 
contribution  to  the  Special  Gifts 
program  is  invited  to  contact  the 
District  Superintendent  or  the  Crusade 
Office  in  Shreveport.  One  of  the  crusade 
workers  will  visit  upon  request. 


Ministers  Pledge 


In  keeping  with  the 
recommendation  passed  at  the 
Annual  Conference  session  last 
Spring,  each  minister  is 
requested  to  pledge  three  percent 
of  his/her  base  salary  annually 
for  the  next  four  years.  There  has 
been  a  tremendous  response  and 
to  date  the  ministers  have 
pledged  $453,000. 

For  many,  this  is  a  real 
sacrifice  since  most  are  already 


tithing  their  income.  Therefore, 
many  ministers  inform  us  this 
three  percent  is  over  and  above 
their  tithe. 

This  amount  has  come  not  only 
from  the  active  ministers  now 
under  appointment,  but  there  has 
also  been  a  tremendous  response 
from  ministers  who  are  retired. 
These  are  pledging  from  their 
retirement  income. 


We  are  now  engaged  in  carrying  out 
the  schedule  of  the  27  cluster 
workshops,  three  in  each  District. 

Two  additional  directors  have  come 
in  to  assist  Dr.  Alton  S.  Miller  in  the 
program.  These  are  the  Rev.  Elvis 
North,  of  Florida  and  Rev.  Donald 
Yaussey,  of  Ohio. 

The  purpose  of  these  meetings  is  to 
work  with  local  church  Pension 
Committees  in  carrying  out  the 
program  in  the  local  church. 
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Youth  delegates  representing  Louisiana  at  the  annual 
Jurisdictional  Youth  Convocation  recently  are  (left  to  right, 
bottom')  Diane  Nickerson,  Paul  Gulley,  Katy  Vincent,  Susan  Hill 
(second  row)  Kathy  Snelling,  Randy  Nichols,  Aimee  Munson,  Kathi 
Finnell,  sponsor,  (top  row)  Leonda  Sykes,  Shawn  McCoy,  and  Carol 
Peters. 

Youth  Represent  State 
At  Jurisdictional  Meet 


By  KATHI  FINELL 

‘‘I  move  that  the  question  before 
the  assembly  be  amended  by  striking 
out ...” 

This  phrase  and  other  fine  points  of 
parliamentary  procedure  were  heard 
MANY  times  by  the  youth  and  adults 
attending  the  Jurisdictional  Youth 
Convocation  held  March  9=1 1  at 
Bridgeport.  Texas. 

It  was  a  tiring  but  educational 
experience  for  all.  The  youth  who 
attended  will  be  better  prepared  to 
participate  in  Annual  Conference  as  a 


result  of  this  experience. 

New  friendships  were  formed  as  youth 
and  adults  from  nine  states  worked  and 
played  together. 

The  Jurisdictional  Youth  Convocation 
is  held  annually  for  youth  delegates  from 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Its 
purposes  is  to  prepare  legislation  for 
National  Youth  Ministries  Organization, 
to  elect  Jurisdictional  youth  officers,  and 
to  determine  youth  ministry  goals  and 
directions  for  the  jurisdiction. 

(Kathi  Finnell  is  the  associate  director 
of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.) 


Our  Readers  Respond 

Parsonettes:  Is  It  Meeting 
Ministers’  Wives’  Needs? 


For  over  30  years  ministers’  wives  in 
this  Conference  have  enjoyed  fellowship 
in  an  organization  created  especially  for 
them  —  “Parsonettes.” 

In  the  past  months  some  ministers’ 
wives  have  voiced  to  the  “Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Reporter”  desires  for 
changes  in  the  group. 

They  feel  the  group  is  not  meeting  their 
needs.  In  a  recent  letter  to  this  office,  one 
wife  asked,  “Why  not  have  an  opinion 
poll  with  Parsonettes  sending  in  their 
views  about  the  group?  ” 

We  welcome  such  comments  and  will 
print  them  in  this  column,  which  is 
provided  for  our  readers  to  voice  their 
opinions. 

Mrs.  Pete  Carter  of  Hosston  said  she 
became  a  Parsonette  24  years  ago,  but 
that  she  grew  disenchanted  with  it  and 
through  the  years  has  dropped  out. 

“It  ended  up  being  another  church 
meeting.  I  was  looking  for  a  time  of 
fellowship  and  sharing  Parsonette 
problems,  joys  and  learning  from  the 
‘pros.’  I  was  not  interested  in  another 
church  meeting.  I  was  wanting  a  time  of 
‘come  ye  apart  and  rest  a  little  while,'  ” 
she  explained. 

Meeting  times  and  programs  vary 
among  Parsonette  groups  in  each 
district,  but  basically  the  wives 
voluntarily  meet  monthly  for  a  dinner  or 
evening  meal  in  homes  or  churches  with 
a  special  speaker  or  program.  Some 
groups  meet  with  their  minister 


Time  To  Renew 
Certifications,  Consecrations 

Renewals  for  professional  certification  and/or  consecration  as  a 
Diaconal  Minister  are  due  for  the  1979-80  year. 

Renewal  forms  are  in  the  mail  for  all  current  certified  and/or 
consecrated  persons.  If  you  have  not  received  your  copy,  write  or  call 
Mrs.  McLaurin,  at  318-253-6956,  immediately. 

All  forms  should  be  returned  before  April  1,  1979  to:  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry:  c/o  Mrs.  Lura  A.  McLaurin, 
Registrar;  612  N.  Main  Street;  Marksvilie,  LA  71351 

The  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry  is  responsible  for  renewing  and 
approving  certification  in  the  following  offices:  Director  of  Christian 
Education,  Minister  of  Christian  Education,  Associate  in  Christian 
Education,  Director  of  Music,  Minister  of  Music,  Associate  in  Music, 
Director  of  Evangelism,  Minister  of  Evangelims,  Associate  in 
Evangelism. 


Super  Summer 
Coming  To  Caney 

On  April  2,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  will  join  ministers  from 
throughout  the  Shreveport,  Ruston  and 
Monroe  Districts  for  a  preview  of  Super 
Summer  at  Caney  Conference  Centre  in 
Minden,  La. 

For  the  first  time  the  tri-districts  will 
join  forces  to  present  what  will  be  the 
most  comprehensive  camping  program 
ever  offered  to  elementary  and  youth 
ages  in  North  Louisiana. 

The  ministers  of  the  three  districts  are 
being  treated  to  a  meal  at  the  camp 
dining  hall  on  April  2  at  6:30  p.m.  A  tour 
of  the  facilities  and  a  preview  of  the 
summer  programs  will  highlight  this 
dinner. 

New  Camping  brochures  will  be 
distributed  at  this  time.  Pre- 
registrations  are  to  be  returned  by 
Sunday,  April  29. 

Laymen  In  Spotlight 

ALEXANDRIA  —  Newman  UMC 
recently  reported  news  of  two  of  its 
laymen.  Attorney  J.  E.  Hines,  Jr.,  was 
sworn  in  again  as  an  Assistant  District 
Attorney  on  the  staff  of  D.  A.  Ed  Ware 
and  John  A.  Christophe  was  elected  vice 
president  of  Rapides  Parish  Police  Jury. 

Dr.  Harrington 
Represents  United 
Methodist  Church 

Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  director  of 
promotion  for  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation,  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union 
(commonly  referred  to  as  COCU)  in 
Cincinnatti,  Ohio,  March  5-9. 

Dr.  Harrington  is  one  of  ten  voting 
members  representing  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Working  with  the  other  eight 
denominations  through  their  delegates, 
efforts  were  made  to  continue 
explorations  toward  establishing  a 
United  Church,  Dr.  Harrington  said. 

Soup  And  Songs 

HODGE  —  United  Methodist  Men  at 
Hodge  UMC  recently  enjoyed  a  home- 
made-soup  fellowship.  The  Rev.  Robert 
L.  Peyton,  district  superintendent,  car¬ 
ried  the  group  back  to  by-gone  days 
with  a  program  of  favorite  old  songs 
and  hymns. 


Around  The  Conference 


husbands.  After  the  meal  the  women  and 
men  divide  for  separate  meetings. 

Mrs.  Nell  Rickey  of  Shreveport  is  in 
favor  of  the  group.  She  says,  “I  believe  it 
is  definitely  a  very  supportive  group.  In 
the  past  years,  she  said  her  district’s 
Parsonettes  has  become  stronger.  She 
explains  some  young  wives  are  not  active 
in  the  group  because  they  work. 
However,  she  added,  some  night 
meetings  are  scheduled  to  include  them. 

One  young  minister’s  wife  said  she 
doesn’t  attend  Parsonettes’  meetings 
because  they  don’t  meet  her  needs. 
“None  of  us  in  the  church  need  another 
meeting.  But  if  it  could  be  more  of  a 
support  group  where  you  meet  to  share 
and  really  fellowship.  I  would  look 
forward  to  going.  None  of  the  other  wives 
my  age  attend.” 

One  minister  said,  “Perhaps  more 
thought  needs  to  be  given  to  how  the 
wives’  lifestyles  have  changed. 
Parsonettes  was  organized  some  30 
years  ago  when  few  women  worked 
outside  the  home.  Now  the  world  is 
different.  Perhaps  many  of  the  wives’ 
needs  are  different.” 

Mrs.  Louise  Thomas  of  the  Shreveport 
District  said,  “I’m  a  bit  surprised  you’re 
doing  an  article  on  Parsonettes.  I’ve 
always  had  such  positive  feelings  about  it 
through  the  years.” 

Parsonettes:  Is  it  serving  its  purpose 
in  the  state?  We  would  like  to  hear  the 
answer  from  you. 
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Training  For 
Lay  Speakers 


Youth  ‘Rock’ For  A  $1,000 

GREENSBURG  —  At  a  24-hour  “Rock-a-thon”  recently  held  by  the 
Youth  at  Greensburg  UMC  over  a  $1,000  was  raised  for  the  Youth 
Service  Bureau  at  Hammond,  which  provides  a  temporary  home  for  youth 
in  trouble. 

Presenting  the  check  to  Mrs.  Jeanne  Voorhees  (director  of  the  Youth 
Service  Bureau)  are  some  of  the  youth  who  participated  in  the  rock-a- 
thon.  From  left  to  right:  Paula  Kent,  Matt  Carter,  Beckey  Carruth, 
Eudora  Kent,  Wanda  Perry,  Debi  Juve,  Brenda  Dunn,  Amy  Carter  and 
pastor  of  Greensburg,  Ted  Smith. 


Happy  93 


ZACHARY  -  Rev.  J.  T.  Garrett 
recently  celebrated  his  93rd  birthday. 

Rev.  Garrett  served  as  a  minister  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  since  1934  with 
his  first  appointment  to  a  charge  that 
included  Ball,  Bentley,  Springhill  and 
Bethel.  He  served  these  churches  for 
seven  years  and  then  moved  to  Chatham 
where  he  served  almost  17  years.  During 
his  early  years  there,  he  also  served  the 
Concord,  Mt.  Pleasant  and  Zoar 
Churches. 

Following  his  retirement  in  1957,  he 
served  the  Center  Point  Church  for  11 
years,  Lapine  for  three  and  after  four 
years  at  Frantom  Chapel  he  “retired” 
again  at  the  age  of  90. 

He  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son. 
Rev.  Roy  L.  Garrett,  in  Zachary  where 
he  participates  in  many  church  and 
community  activities. 


‘Fishing’ Pays  Off 

MONROE  —  There  are  very  few 
Wednesday  nights  that  a  group  of  the 
Southside  UMC  Fishermen’s  Club  don’t 
venture  out  to  visit  prospects  in  the 
interest  of  Christ  and  their  church. 

“Each  year  the  majority  of  members 
joining  the  church,  which  now  has  a 
membership  of  a  little  under  2,000,  come 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Fishermen’s 
Club.  The  lay  leadership  in  the  church  is 
to  be  commended  for  their  dedication, 
persistence  and  willingness  to  answer, 
“Here  am  I,  Lord,  send  me,”  said  the 
minister  of  the  church  Rev.  Lea  Joyner. 

Howard  Griffin  is  chairman  of  the 
Club. 


Rev.  Blount  To  Speak 

Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  has  been 
invited  to  lecture  at  a  three-day 
symposium  to  be  held  at  the  Carmel 
Center  Retreat  House  in  Lacombe,  LA. 

The  Gulf  States  Symposium,  scheduled 
March  23-March  25,  is  an  educational 
program  based  on  the  Edgar  Cayce 
readings.  The  subject  of  the  retreat  is 
Meditation,  Prayer  and  Healing. 
Reverend  Blount  will  speak  on  “Power  to 
Cope  When  It  Hurts”  and  "Healing  the 
Emotional  Attitudes.” 


Help  For  Mon  roe ’s 
Flood  Dam  age 

The  Monroe  Inter-Faith  Flood  Relief  is 
an  ecumenical  organization  designed  to 
assist  in  recovery  of  the  September  15, 
1978,  flood  in  Monroe. 

The  Committee  officially  came  into 
existence  in  October,  1978,  when  federal 
and  state  agencies  were  withdrawing 
and  the  scope  of  the  flood  damage 
seemed  to  exceed  any  one  groups  s 
resources.  The  organization  is  sponsored 
by  the  Ouachita  Parish  Ministerial 
Alliance. 

To  begin  this  effort,  funds  were 
needed.  The  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  furnished  $500  “seed” 
money  to  pay  office  expenses,  telephone 
and  other  incidentals. 

Funds  for  this  comes  from  the  $10  per 
year  askings  from  each  church  in 
Louisiana.  Requests  went  out  to  Church 
World  Service  and  through  Church  World 
Service  to  the  cooperating 
denominations.  Response  has  been: 


U.M.C.O.R. 

Presbyterian  Church  in  U.S. 
Catholic  Diocese  of 
Alexandria 


$6,500 

$5,000 


$1,500 


Wanted:  Info  About  These  Ministers 


Training  Event 

A  Teacher  Training  and  Development 
event  will  be  held  April  4-6  at  First  UMC 
in  Midland,  Texas. 

The  registration  fee  is  $12  per  person 
The  purpose  of  the  event  is  to  train  teams 
of  persons  to  give  leadership  to  Christian 
Workers  Schools  offering  short  term  (6 
hour)  courses  for  local  church  leaders. 

Honoring  Ethnic 
Minorities 

WEST  MONROE  —  Billie  Nowabbi,  an 
American  Indian  from  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  recently  spol  * 
at  First  Church  here.  She  is  presently 
working  in  the  office  of  Ethnic  and 
Language  Ministries  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

She  spoke  about  the  work  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  among  the  American 
Indians. 

Her  visit  was  one  of  a  series  of  special 
services  in  honor  of  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Quadrennial  Emphasis. 

A  member  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference  will  be  the  guest  speaker  for 
April  1  at  Asbury  U.M.C.  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy  was  the  first  speaker  in  the  series. 

Asbury,  Claiborne,  McGuire,  and  First 
Church  are  presenting  the  series  of 
speakers.  The  churches  will  close  the 
series  of  services  by  celebrating  Holy 
Communion,  April  12  at  Claiborne  UMC. 

Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

Eagle  Scout  "rings  the  bell” 

with  project . Page  4 

People  make  news  across 

the  church . Page  3 


The  History  and  Record  Committee  of 
Lakeview  UMC,  5550  S.  Lakeshore  Drive, 
Shreveport,  71119,  is  attempting  to 
compile  information  on  all  the  past 
ministers. 

If  you  have  any  information  or  pictures 
of  these  ministers  listed  please  send 
them  to  the  church.  ‘The  asterisks  on  the 
list  indicate  ministers  which  the  church 
already  has  pictures  of. ) 

Past  Ministers  of  Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Church  since  its  inception  as  Captain  Thatcher's 
Institute 

CAPTAIN  THATCHER  S 

J.M  Henry  1891-1892 

L.  F.  Jackson  1982-1893 

H.  W.  Rickey  1893-1894 

TEXAS  AVENUE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH,  SOUTH 

Albert  S  Lutz  1894-1895 

•J.  M.  Alford  1895-1896 

Harry  M.  May  1896-1898 

Barnett  Wright  1898-1898 

P  O  Lowery  1898-1899 

E. J.  Denson  1899-1900 

R.  J.  Harp  1900-1901 

J  S.  Sanders  1901-1902 

A.  S.  Lutz  1902- 19W 

F.  P  Doak  1904-1906 

H.  N.  Brown  1906-1907 

A.  C.  Holder  1907-1908 

E.  P.  Craddock  1908-1909 

H.J.  Boltz  1909-1910 

J  C  Rousseaux  1910-1911 

W  W  Perry  1911-1912 

’79  Officers  Named 

FRANKLIN  —  Officers  for  '79  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  at  First  UMC 
in  Franklin  were  recently  named. 

Mrs.  Robert  Pontiff  Jr.  will  serve  as 
president  while  Mrs.  Spencer  Todd  Jr. 
will  serve  as  vice  president.  Martha 
Simonton  was  named  secretary  and 
Kitty  Chase  will  be  treasurer. 

Other  officers  include:  Mrs.  Alva 
Gregg,  supportive  community;  Mrs. 
Albert  Hurley.  Christian  personhood; 
Mrs.  John  Markerson  Sr.,  Christian 
social  involvement;  Mary  Simonton, 
program  resources;  and  Mrs.  Hank 
Boudreaux,  Christian  global  concern. 


H.T  Young  1912-1914 

Lastie  N.  Hoffpauir  1914-1917 

F  R  Power  1917-1920 

R.  S.  Walton  1920-1923 

J.M  Alford  1923-1925 

Moved  to  new  location 

PARK  AVENUE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH.  SOUTH 

•R  T.  Ware  1925-1931 

L.W  Cain  1931-1932 

•R.  T.  Ware  1932-1939 

PARK  AVENUE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
W  D.  Kleinschmidt  1939-1941 

S.  A  Seegers  1941-1944 

•W.  O  Lynch  1944-1951 

C.  Reginald  Hardy  1951-1952 

IvanO  Donaldson  1952-1952 

J.  W  Mayne  1952-1954 

•D.  L.  McGuire  1954-1958 

•G.W  Dameron  1958-1960 

James  L  Beasley  1960-1963 

LAKEVIEW  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
James  L  Beasley  1963-1967 

William  E  Nolan  1967-1977 

LelandD.  Wade  1977- 


The  Ruston  District  is  offering  two 
different  training  sessions  for  lay 
speakers.  An  advanced  session  will  be 
held  for  Certified  Lay  Speakers  at 
Arcadia  UMC  on  Monday,  April  9  at  7 
p.m. 

Beginning  on  Monday,  April  30, 
training  sessions  will  be  conducted  to 
certify  lay  speakers.  The  training  for 
certification  will  be  held  at  Faith  UMC  in 
Ruston  during  four  Monday  evenings 
beginning  April  30  and  continuing 
through  May  21.  The  sessions  will  begin 
at  7  p.m.  Approximately  twelve  hours  of 
training  is  required  to  be  certified  in  the 
Ruston  District.  A  registration  fee  of  $5  is 
required  and  the  number  of  participants 
will  be  limited. 

Rev.  Louie  P.  Chrisman  will  be  the 
instructor  for  all  the  sessions. 

Interested  persons  are  asked  to  send 
registrations  to  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton, 
319  Glendale  Dr.,  Ruston,  La.  71270. 

Approaching 
Christian  Lifestyles 

After  attending  a  Jurisdictional 
workshop  concerning  Christian 
lifestyles,  a  dozen  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  agreed  to  help  raise  the  issue 
of  Christian  lifestyles  in  our  Conference. 

The  following  participants  from 
Louisiana  have  agreed  to  serve  as 
District  Resource  Leaders  in  assisting 
local  churches  in  forming  Covenant 
Groups  for  lifestyle  assessment:  New 
Orleans/Slidell-Chris  Andrews;  New 
Orleans/Houma-Tim  Lawson;  Batton 
Rouge/Hammond-Randy  Nichols;  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette-J.  Roddy  Taylor; 
Alexandria-Randy  Nichols;  Shreveport- 
Marie  Williams;  Ruston/Monroe-John 
Williams;  and  Lake  Charles-Bill  Rowell. 

The  workshop  concerning  Christian 
lifestyles  was  held  recently  at  the  First 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Rev.  Earl  Barfoot  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  Rev.  Phil  Woodland, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Slidell,  and  chairman  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference’s  Hunger  Task  Force  were 
leaders  of  the  48-hour  workshop. 

The  purpose  of  the  event  was  to  train 
church  leaders  in  ways  of  approaching 
more  Christian  lifestyles.  Participants 
were  introduced  to  the  manual,  “A 
Covenant  Lifestyle  Assessment,”  written 
by  William  E.  Gibson  and  published  by 
the  United  Presbyterian  Program 
Agency.  The  manual  leads  participants 
in  Bible  Study,  reading  material  and 
discussion  as  they  consider  lifestyle 
options  in  response  to  the 
hunger/ecology/justice  crisis  and  the 
freedom  and  responsibility  given  by  the 
Gospel.  Suggestions  are  made  as  to 
concrete  ways  to  address  the  Christian’s 
responsibility  for  stewardship  in  this 
world. 

In  Memoriam 

EUNICE  —  Mrs.  Lillian  Turner  Davis, 
wife  of  the  late  Rev.  W.  H.  Davis,  died  in 
December  in  Eunice.  She  was  buried  in 
Opelousas. 

Muslims  Fellowship 
With  Youth 

SLIDELL  —  In  an  effort  to  promote 
mutual  understanding,  inter-faith 
fellowship  and  prayer,  the  Muslim 
community  of  Masjid  Muhammad  of  Al- 
Islam  hosted  the  Pearl  River  United 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  for  an 
afternoon  event.  Imam  Lawrence  Abdul 
Hagg  taught  on  the  principles  of  Al- 
Islam. 


Youth  Help  Sager  Bro  wn  1 


Zan  Mars  (far  left),  president  of  Camphor  Memorial  UMC’s  Youth 
Fellowship,  presented  Mrs.  Mildred  Buckner,  director  of  Sager  Brown, 
with  a  $100  check  in  behalf  of  Camphor's  youths.  Nine  youths,  with 
their  coordinator  Mrs.  Alvin  Eames.  traveled  to  Sager  Brown  to  make  the 
presentation  and  to  tour  the  facility  this  winter. 
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Readers  describe  ‘sermons  that  made  a  difference’ 


How  to  help 
others  cry 

By  MRS.  NORA  GENTHNER 

Trinity  UMC 

Los  Osos.  California 

I  have,  over  the  years,  heard  many 
inspiring  sermons.  But  there  was  one 
minister  who  gave  innumerable 
“lifelines”  that  I  have  used  for  many 
years.  One  sermon  especially  gave  me 
new  insight  into  the  deeper  needs  of 
others.  Its  simplicity  has  proven  the 
worth  of  the  message  over  and  over 
again. 

He  told  of  a  little  girl  who  had  been  sent 
to  the  store  to  get  a  loaf  of  bread.  She  did 
not  come  back  promptly,  and  her  mother 
became  anxious.  Finally,  the  child 
returned.  Queried  about  her  delay,  the 
child  responded  that  on  the  way  back  she 
had  come  upon  her  friend  who  had 
broken  her  doll. 

“Oh,”  said  the  mother,  “and  you 
stopped  to  help  her  fix  it !  ” 

“No,”  said  the  little  girl,  “I  only 
stopped  to  help  her  cry." 

The  minister  continued,  saying  that  in 
life’s  problems  and  sorrows  sometimes 
we  feel  totally  inadequate  to  situations, 
and  sometimes  all  we  can  do  is  help  the 
other  person  cry. 

How  often  I  have  leaned  on  that 
message!  A  friend  has  lost  a  loved  one. 
Tom  by  my  friend’s  sorrow,  I  haven’t 
known  what  to  do.  Then  I  remember.  I 
can  be  there;  I  can  help  him  cry!  A 
friend  or  stranger  lying  in  pain  ...  I 
cannot  take  the  pain  for  them  as  my 
heart  would  that  I  could.  I  can  only  help 
them  cry!  My  own  children’s  hurts  and 
disillusionments;  I  cannot  put  their 
world  in  order  for  them,  but  I  can  be 
there  —  I  can  help  them  cry. 

And  as  I,  too,  have  suffered,  how 
grateful  I  have  been  for  the  silent, 
understanding  handclasp  of  a  friend,  who 
just  cannot  really  do  anything,  but  stands 
by  and  helps  me  cry ! 

For  this  and  many  other  such  lifelines 
that  DeWane  Zimmerman  gave  to  me 
and  to  others,  I  am  deeply  grateful. 

Who  Jesus  is 

By  ETHEL  THOMAS 
First  UMC 
Murdo,  South  Dakota 

One  Sunday  morning,  many  years  ago, 
the  minister  was  preaching  a  sermon  on 
who  Christ  was.  I  listened  intently 
because  I  was  trying  to  figure  out  in  my 
own  mind  just  who  Jesus  was.  The 
minister  neared  the  end  of  his  sermon 
and  was  telling  of  Jesus  confronting  his 
disciples  with  the  question:  “Who  do  you 
say  that  I  am?  ”  (Matt.  16:15) 

The  minister  went  on,  “And  Peter 
answered  ...”  and  then  apparently 
forgot  what  he  was  about  to  say  and 
looked  so  at  a  loss  for  words  that  I  had  to 
help  him.  I  blurted  out  loud  and  clear: 
“Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the 
Living  God.” 

I  spoke  with  such  conviction  that  I 
startled  myself .  .  .  and  believed  what  I’d 
said! 

Honoring  our 
commitments 

By  BOB  CARLIN  SCHREFFLER 
Taylor  Chapel  UMC 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Looking  back  over  the  past  year.  I  see 
three  major  events:  the  marriage  last 
week  of  our  23-year-old  daughter,  our 
43rd  wedding  anniversary  two  weeks 
earlier,  and  my  retirement  last  summer 
from  the  United  Methodist  ministry.  Yet 
none  of  these  might  ever  have  happened 
but  for  one  sermon  I  heard  in  the  spring 
of  1951. 

I  was  a  radio  newscaster  then,  also 
dabbling  in  Little  Theater,  a  hobby  that 
had  brought  frequent  problems  in  earlier 
years,  with  temptations  not  conducive  to 
a  happy  marriage. 
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Nancy  and  I  had  been  married  fifteen 
years,  with  three  children,  but  the 
marriage  would  have  shipwrecked 
before  another  anniversary  —  without  a 
drastic  change  in  my  life. 

I  went  alone,  troubled,  confused,  to 
Simpson  UMC  that  Sunday,  knowing  no 
one  there.  I  don’t  remember  the  text  of 
Don  Bailey’s  sermon,  but  the  theme  was 
“honoring  our  commitments”  —  our 
commitment  in  marriage,  our 
commitment  to  Christ. 

Now  my  marital  infidelity  was  largely 
mental,  the  result  of  the  "everybody  else 
is  doing  it,  why  shouldn’t  I?”  philosophy 
of  our  times,  but  the  minister’s  sermon 
brought  me  face  to  face  with  reality;  the 
shattering  effects  of  even  mental 
infidelity,  the  hurt  to  my  family  and  the 
damage  to  my  own  personality. 

Six  months  passed  before  the 
"miracle"  happened  and  life  turned 
rightside  up,  but  Don’s  sermon  was  one 
of  the  major  factors  that  brought  me  to 
Christ,  saved  my  marriage,  changed  the 
tone  and  content  of  my  newscasts,  made 
me  a  witnessing  lay  speaker,  and 
brought  me  eventually  into  the  ministry. 

The  assurance 
of  forgiveness 

By  ANN  WHITE 

Axe  Memorial  UMC 

Garland,  Texas 

When  I  was  fifteen  years  of  age  I 
accepted  Christ  as  my  Saviour  and  joined 
a  church  (not  Methodist).  This  was  an 
aesthetic  experience  for  me  and  I  was 
happy  in  my  new  found  love  in  Christ. 

My  joy  did  not  last  long  however,  for  I 
was  told  now  that  I  was  a  Christian,  I 
must  not  sin.  I  became  wretched, 
carrying  a  guilt  complex  which  was 
almost  unbearable.  Regardless  of  how 
watchful  I  was,  I  inevitably  sinned  —  if 
not  in  deed  or  action,  then  in  thought.  Yet 
I  knew  others  who  were  satisfied  with 
their  lives;  they  had  that  peace  of  mind  I 
searched  for.  I  thought  I  must  be  a  very 
weak  Christian  and  disliked  myself 
more. 

Then  I  visited  a  Methodist  church  and 
heard  a  sermon  on  God’s  love  for  His 
children;  a  simple,  but  dynamic  one.  I 
felt  it  had  to  be  written  just  for  me 
because  the  preacher  told  me  that  I  did 
not  have  to  be  perfect  to  be  a  Christian. 
That  if  I  asked  God  to  forgive  my  sins,  he 
would  do  so. 

What  a  joy  to  know  that  God  loves  me 
and  wants  me,  mars,  scars  and  all. 

The  affirming 
of change 

By  JEAN  W.  ALLEN 

First  UMC 

Carthage,  New  York 
She  was  bordering  on  the  “terrible 
teens”;  our  oldest  child  and  only 
daughter,  suddenly  holding  us  off  at 
arms’  length.  There  was  an  underlying 
sadness  as  we  settled  the  children  with 
friends’  families  and  departed  for  the 
Family  Life  Conference  in  Chicago 
during  October  of  1970. 

The  conference  was  a  whirlwind  of 
activity,  but  nothing  in  that  four  days  has 
remained  so  vividly  in  my  memory  as 
the  short  sermon  delivered  by  Robert 
Raines,  who  was  then  pastor  of  First 
Community  Church  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

His  subject  was,  “God  has  made 
everything  beautiful  in  its  time,"  and  he 
spoke  of  the  bittersweet  beauty  of  tender 
milestones  in  our  lives;  of  realizing  that 
children  will  grow  and  be  gone,  no  longer 
needing  us;  that  death  will  come;  that 
anger  and  hurt  must  be  expressed  in 
order  to  be  healed;  that  it  is  important  to 
express  love  and  concern  simply  and 
often;  and  that  beauty  exists  in  all  of  us, 
crying  to  be  recognized.  His  eloquence 
left  both  of  us  with  moist  eyes  and  tight 
throats  as  we  thought  of  our  firstborn  and 
her  struggle  to  grow.  As  we  hurried 
home,  we  resolved  to  let  her  know  how 
precious  she  was  to  us. 

Some  time  later,  at  a  family  gathering, 

I  was  struck  by  how  much  our  daughter 
had  matured.  On  impulse  I  said,  “Oh, 
honey,  how  pretty  you’re  getting!”  An 
older  relative  scolded  me  for  praising 
her  so  openly,  but  Dr.  Raines’  sermon 
had  taught  me  well.  The  glow  on  my 
child’s  face  told  me  that  what  I  had  said 
was  right  and  “beautiful  in  its  time.” 

‘Best’ Bible  is 
one  seen  in  us 

By  MRS.  ROBERT  J.  STEINER 

West  Liberty  UMC 

Slippery  Rock,  Pennsylvania 
At  worship  services  our  minister 
frequently  reads  from  one  of  the  new 
Bible  translations.  At  times  I  was 
perplexed  about  these  many  new 
versions  which  have  appeared  in  recent 
years.  Some  people  said  that  the  King 
James  version  is  the  only  “real”  Bible.  I 
was  unsure  about  which  version  is 
closest  to  the  meaning  of  the  original. 
“Do  we  sacrifice  truth  for  the  easy 
readability  of  the  new  translations?”  I 
wondered. 

My  questions  were  laid  to  rest  by  a 
beautiful  sermon  I  heard.  The  minister 
told  of  his  belief  that  the  “best” 
translation  is  the  one  that  is  seen  in  the 
lives  of  those  who  love  the  Lord  and 
whose  lives  reflect  His  teachings.  It  does 
not  matter  so  much  which  Bible  we  read 
as  long  as  our  lives  express  the  Christian 
principles  which  are  the  basis  of  our 
faith. 

Some  people  do. not  read  any  written 
version  and  others  do  not  always 
understand  or  accept  what  they  read. 
But  most  people  are  impressed  by 
Biblical  truth  when  they  see  it  expressed 
in  the  everyday  lives  of  God’s  children. 
This  sermon  had  a  strong  impact  on 


Editorial  Note 

:•  Most  of  this  week's  editorial  page  is  devoted  to  the  publication  of  essays  by  j 

TM/UMR  readers  on  the  subject  of  "sermons  that  made  a  difference." 

•:  If  the  "power  of  the  pulpit”  has  declined,  as  is  often  claimed,  that  fact  is  not  5 

:•  apparent  from  the  nearly  300  essays  we  received  from  across  the  church.  Our  j 
;t  judges  agreed  that,  as  a  whole,  this  is  the  best  group  of  essays  we  have  ever  S 
:•  received.  In  the  view  of  our  judges,  several  dozen  of  the  essays  received  are  S 
j;  worthy  of  publication.  We  had  a  difficult  time  narrowing  our  selection  of  the  top  'i 
:•  essays  to  those  published  on  this  page.  •: 

ij  We  were  reminded  by  reading  these  essays  that  every  sermon  is  important.  $ 
•:  Sermons  which  produce  the  most  far-reaching  effects  are  not  always  those  which 
•:  a  minister  would  describe  as  a  “great  sermon."  The  right  words  at  the  right  v 
j:  moment  often  converge  to  make  a  sermon  memorable.  Several  readers  noted  $ 
<  that  a  sermon’s  lasting  impact  may  not  occur  directly  or  immediately  —  but  £ 
•:  rather  as  it  stimulates  the  hearer’s  thoughts  in  a  new  direction,  or  as  it  is  recalled  :: 
>:  later.  > 

:•  i  The  essays  on  this  page  provide  a  good  sampling  of  those  we  received.  We  :: 
$  bel,eve  they  se™  to  reaffirm  that  preaching  is  not  a  lost  art.  It  is  still  a  medium  $ 

X  through  which  God  can  speak  to  people  with  life-changing  power. 


me.  What  message  was  my  life  sending 
out  to  others?  Was  my  behavior  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  I 
professed  to  believe? 

I  resolved  to  try  harder  to  let  my 
character  and  conduct  meet  the 
standards  set  forth  in  the  Word  of  God.  I 
try  to  remember  that  the  only 
“translation”  some  people  will  ever 
know  is  the  one  they  see  in  me. 

God  m  ade  no 
‘ little  people 9 

By  EDNA  MESHKE 
Boston  Avenue  UMC 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

This  appealing  humanistic  sermon 
dealt  with  the  personal  characteristics  of 
the  12  who  were  chosen  by  Christ  to 
follow  Him.  They  were  humble  men  with 
no  impressive  credentials  of  erudition, 
nobility,  or  wealth.  They  were  every  day 
working  folks  and  included  among  them 
was  a  fisherman  and  a  tax  collector; 
hardly  elegant  or  enviable  pursuits! 

Why  then  have  the  names  of  these  men 
and  the  events  of  their  lives  been 
recorded  in  historical  Christian 
literature?  Why  were  their  records  so 
impressive  that  even  famous  cathedrals 
bear  their  naipes  and  Christian 
messages  commemorate  their  influ¬ 
ence? 

The  answer:  they  knew  Jesus 
personally  and  they  associated  with  Him 
closely  in  day-to-day  living. 

The  conclusion:  each  of  us  anywhere 
can  become  someone  influential  and 
great  to  the  extent  that  we  identify  with 
Christ  and  follow  him.  It  will  make  a 
difference!  Then  there  can  be  no  “small 
churches,”  and  no  “little  people.” 

Yes,  this  sermon  by  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  in  our  small  church 
enhanced  my  se^-esteem  and  inspired 
me.  It  made  a  difference  in  my  outlook 
on  life  and  my  attitude  toward  others. 

I  like  to  believe  that  all  who  heard  the 
sermon  exclaim  appreciatively  as  I  do: 
“even  I  have  the  potential  for  greatness 
in  the  sight,  of  God.” 

A  message 
in  emptiness 

By  MILDRED  MEREDITH 
Interlachen  UMC 
Interiachen,  Florida 

Our  minister  left  a  message  with  the 
whole  congregation  recently  that  will 
stay  with  us  forever.  It  was  fantastic. 

The  church  bulletins  were  given  out  by 
the  ushers  in  the  usual  manner,  but  once 
in  the  sanctuary  that  morning  we  found 
no  printing  on  thfc  inside,  just  a  blank 
folder.  The  reactions  were  all  the  same; 
each  person  tried  to  return  his  or  her 
bulletin  for  a  printed  one,  but  to  no  avail. 
It  didn’t  take  long  to  learn  there  was  a 
message  here,  even  before  we  heard  our 
pastor’s  words. 

The  message?  Are  we  as  empty  inside 
as  that  bulletin?  Are  we  Christ-centered 
in  our  faith?  Our  general  appearance  is 
presenting  the  Christian  look,  the  same 
as  that  morning  bulletin,  showing  the 
picture  of  our  local  church,  its  name, 
plus  the  date  for  this  particular  Sunday  ; 
the  outside  looked  the  same. 

The  congregation  could  never  forget 
this  message,  for  it  was  presented  the 
same  way  as  a  children’s  “show  and  tell” 
program.  We  were  all  looking  at 
ourselves,  from  the  inside.  Seeing  is 
believing.  What  a  positive  effect  this 
incident  had  on  our  congregation,  in  a 
personal,  searching  way.  That  blank 
piece  of  paper  was  informative  and 
positive.  It  overwhelmed  us,  because  we 
were  seeing  ourselves  as  God  sees  us. 
Perhaps  we  saw  for  the  first  time  what 
God  already  knew. 

One  area  of  no 
responsibility 

By  JUDITH  K.  KEYS 
Idlewyide  UMC 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

“At  Last  Something  That  Really  Isn’t 
Our  Problem.”  What  an  intriguing 
sermon  title  from  a  minister  who  always 
encourages  us  to  have  an  active  and 
fruit-bearing  faith. 

We  have  many  responsibilities  thrust 
at  us  —  from  our  families,  our  jobs,  our 
church.  Cain  asked,  “Am  I  my  brother’s 
keeper?”  and  the  Judeo-Christian 
tradition  says  yes,  we  are  responsible  for 
one  another. 

But  the  point  of  the  sermon  was  that 
God  has  given  us  one  area  where  we  are 
free  from  obligation;  not  only  free,  but 
positively  told  not  to  trespass.  That  area 
is  judging  the  relationship  others  have 
with  Him. 


In  Romans  14:5-12  Paul  says  as  long  as 
each  one  does  what  they  do  for  the  honor 
of  God,  as  long  as  they’re  not  actually 
harming  others,  then  their  relationship 
between  themselves  and  God  is  exactly 
that  —  between  themselves  and  God. 
We’re  not  involved. 

What  then  is  our  role  as  an  evangelical 
religion? 

The  church  must  preach  the  whole 
gospel  to  everyone  and  the  whole  gospel 
includes  conversion  and  also  concern  for 
the  poor,  the  lonely,  and  the  oppressed. 
We  must  care  about  those  who  feel  no 
relationship  with  God;  those  who  don't 
even  know  how  to  get  started. 

How  often  I’ve  recalled  that  sermon 
and  been  reminded  that  my  duty  is  to 
forgive  those  who  wrong  me  —  to  pass  on 
the  forgiveness  which  has  been  given  to 
me,  to  do  what  I  can  to  spread  the  love  of 
Christ,  and  to  remember  that  the  final 
judgment  is  God’s  and  God’s  alone. 

We  all  need  an 
altar  to  God 

By  CLYDE  SCHWINDT 
Ebenezer  UMC 
Olpe,  Kansas 

Around  eight  years  ago  the  Rev. 
Charles  Knight  who,  at  the  time,  was 
Superintendent  of  the  District  in  which 
our  little  country  church  is  a  part, 
delivered  a  sermon  which  has  helped  and 
inspired  me  many  times. 

The  topic  was  “I  need  an  Altar.” 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  all  needed 
and  built  an  altar  unto  God,  and  down 
through  the  ages  until  our  time  all  people 
have  also  needed  an  altar. 

The  sermon  was  very  impressive.  As 
Mr.  Knight  brought  the  service  to  a  close, 
he  asked  the  congregation  to  come 
forward  and  surround  our  little  altar.  As 
he  offered  the  closing  prayer,  and  vqe 
sang  the  last  song,  we  who  were  present 
felt  a  strong  blessing  was  bestowed  upon 
us. 

During  the  years  that  have  followed,  I 
have  often  thought  of  that  sermon.  A 
spiritual  altar  is  a  time  in  our  lives,  when 
we  can  offer  to  God  our  praise,  and  thank 
Him  for  all  His  blessings.  Also  we  can 
bring  to  Him  all  our  petitions  and 
troubles,  and  then  by  faith,  go  about  our 
daily  tasks,  secure  in  the  knowledge  that 
whatever  comes  our  way,  we  will  have 
God’s  help  to  face  it. 

Yes,  today  all  of  us  need  an  altar  to 
come  closer  to  our  God. 

Seeing  others 
as  God  does 

By  MRS.  ALBION  TAVENNER 
Cargill  UMC 
Janesville,  Wisconsin 

This  sermon  came  after  the  morning 
service.  The  preacher  was  my  father, 
and  my  mother,  brother  and  I  sat  near 
the  front.  This  particular  Sunday,  the 
little  lady  who  always  sat  in  front  of  us, 
and  was  mentally  deficient,  marched 
down  the  aisle  waving  a  package  so  dad, 
sitting  on  the  platform,  could  see  it. 

At  home  as  dad  opened  his  package,  we 
burst  into  laughter  as  he  displayed  a 
man’s  handkerchief  with  a  pink 
crocheted  edge  around  it. 

While  mother  took  it  to  the  kitchen  to 
press,  dad  took  each  of  us  on  his  lap,  and 
said,  “I  want  to  tell  you  something  to 
remember  all  Qf  your  lives. 

“This  dear  soul  did  more  than  I  could 
have  said  in  any  sermon,  for  out  of 
appreciation  she  gave  a  gift  she  had 
made,  and  I  want  you  to  remember 
always  that  God  loves  her  as  much  as  He 
loves  each  of  us,  and  maybe  more, 
because  she  is  saying,  ‘thank  you  for 
helping  me’.” 

When  mother  returned  she  placed  it  on 
the  small  table  which  held  a  dish  to 
receive  calling  cards.  Then  she  said, 
“This  will  remind  us  of  one  who  cared 
enough  to  say  ‘thank  you  for  helping 
me’.” 

I’m  now  77  years  old,  living  in  a 
retirement  home,  and  that  short  sermon 
still  lives  with  me,  as  I  see  so  many 
disturbed  individuals  in  our  health  cen¬ 
ter,  and  I  try  to  see  them  as  Dad 
taught  us  to  see  them,  as  God  does. 

How  we  handle 
misfortune 

By  DON  BLOSE 
First  UMC 
Riverside,  California 

Late  in  1946  Dr.  Gaston  Foote  gave  a 
sermon  at  the  Grace  UMC  in  Dayton, 
Ohio  that  somehow  went  deep  into  my 
heart  and  mind.  His  main  point  was  that 
it  is  not  what  happens  to  you  that  is  so 
important,  but  rather  what  you  make  of 


that  misfortune  or  event.  His  example 
was  twin  boys  who  lost  their  mother.  One 
railed  at  God  and  went  bad.  The  other 
cherished  her  memory  and  her 
principles  and  lived  as  he  knew  she 
would  want.  The  same  event  occurred  to 
both  boys. 

In  May  of  1951,  my  sweetheart  fell  to 
her  death  in  an  accident  less  than  48 
hours  before  our  wedding.  I  was  partly 
numb  for  two  weeks.  I  received  much 
caring  from  my  family  and  hers,  and 
from  friends,  Somehow  the  words  of  Dr. 
Foote  were  with  me  .  .  .  and  “what  she 
would  want  me  to  do”  became  part  of  my 
answer  to  the  tragedy. 

I  had  served  God  before,  but  when 
someone  asked  me  to  teach  a  Junior  High 
Sunday  School  Class  it  was  the  right 
thing  to  do.  That  sermon,  her  memory 
and  the  nurture  of  a  Christian 
community  called  the  church  really 
mattered  when  it  counted. 

There  is  a  sequel.  A  few  years  later,  I 
was  fortunate  to  find  someone  else  to 
whom  I  could  give  my  heart.  I  am 
married  and  have  two  fine  children  in 
college.  I  still  serve  God  in  every  way  I 
can  and  still  remember  that  sermon. 

‘Moving  ’ from 
death  to  life 

By  PATRICIA  C.  PRICE 
Belden  UMC 
Grafton,  Ohio 

As  a  child  I  had  a  very  healthy  and 
faith-inspired  understanding  of  death 
and  eternal  life.  Once  I  had  prayed  for 
the  "death”  of  a  kitten  whose  back  had 
been  broken.  I  did  not  see  it  as  death,  but 
loving  release  from  a  life  of  pain  to  a  life 
of  security  and  peace. 

Even  though  I  had  grown  up  with  this 
understanding,  it  did  not  become  an 
essential  part  of  my  faith  life  until  I 
heard  a  sermon  shared  by  the  Rev.  Clyde 
Cox,  then  at  Edison  UMC  in  Milan,  Ohio. 
Just  a  couple  weeks  before,  at  Annual 
Conference,  I  was  very  aware  of  the 
absence  of  a  friend  who  was  unable  to  be 
the  lay  delegate  of  that  church.  I  learned 
that  she  moved  to  Florida  to  fight  for  her 
life  against  cancer.  Then,  upon  death, 
her  body  was  returned  to  Milan  for 
burial.  The  message  shared  by  Rev.  Cox 
that  afternoon  was  “Virgie  Jones  has 
moved.”  She  had  moved  to  Florida 
looking  for  a  bit  more  comfort  and  a  little 
more  life.  Now  she  had  moved  again,  to 
real  comfort  and  eternal  life.  That 
message  overwhelmed  me  with  joy  and 
instilled  in  me  the  glory  of  the  promise  of 
eternal  life. 

That  was  at  least  seven  years  ago,  but  I 
remember  the  warmth  and  faith- 
renewing  power  of  that  message  as 
though  I  heard  it  last  week.  To  this  day  I 
become  misty-eyed  and  my  heart  pounds 
a  little  harder  as  I  remember  the  loss  I 
felt,  then  the  joy  of  knowing  that  she,  like 
my  kitten,  had  been  released  from  a  life 
of  pain  to  a  life  of  security  and  peace. 
Virgie  Jones,  I’m  glad  you  moved! 

The  development 
of  perspective 

By  DOROTHY  PRUNTY 
First  UMC 
Jacksboro,  Texas 

My  pastor  shocked  me,  made  me 
uncomfortable  but  taught  me  a  lesson 
many  years  ago. 

Unbelievably,  he  launched  into  a  tirade 
of  the  way  he  had  been  mistreated  as  a 
minister.  Transients  had  feigned  hunger, 
then  spent  his  hard-earned  money  for 
liquor.  Telephone  calls  had  drawn  him 
from  his  warm  bed.  He  never  escaped 
the  ring  of  the  phone.  He  lived  in  a  fish 
bowl,  took  undeserved  abuse,  and  tried  to 
lead  lethargic  congregations. 

Then  his  face  softened.  Emotion  shook 
his  voice. 

“But  this  is  not  all  of  the  story,”  he 
said.  “When  I  was  a  lad,  many  people  led 
me  into  my  life  as  a  Christian.  Helping 
hands  guided  me  into  the  ministry,  gave 
me  encouragement,  friendship,  and 
financial  help. 

“While  I  was  in  college  an  unknown 
benefactor  made  it  possible  for  me  to  see 
the  best  in  the  fields  of  art,  music  and 


drama.  Expensive  books  which  I  could 
not  afford  were  delivered  to  me.  To  this 
day,  I  do  not  know  who  added  beauty  to 
my  life. 

“When  we  lost  our  first  child,  the  love 
of  the  congregation  swelled  up  around  us. 

It  overwhelmed  us,  humbled  us. 

“We  have  been  privileged  to  shed  tears 
with  others,  rejoice  in  their  happiness 
and  support  them  in  their  weakness. 

“Christ  did  not  promise  us  easy  lives. 

He  promised  to  be  with  us  in  this 
marvelous  adventure  of  Christian 
living.” 

The  sermon  helped  me  develop  the 
precepts  by  which  I  live  today. 

From  lifestyle 
of  greed  to  need 

By  LINNEA  C.  RICHARDSON 
Bethel  UMC 
Griswold,  Connecticut 

The  Rev.  Gary  Meddaugh  preached  a 
sermon  several  years  ago  that  really 
mattered  in  my  life.  It  turned  my  life 
from  being  consumer-oriented  to  being 
conservation-oriented. 

I  don’t  remember  the  title  of  the 
sermon  but  “Greed  vs.  Need”  would 
have  been  appropriate.  Mr.  Meddaugh 
pointed  out  how  our  life-style  was  using 
up  the  God-given  resources  of  our  earth 
in  a  reckless  way.  that  I  can  only  term 
“greed,”  and  how  our  sisters  and 
brothers  in  the  Third  World  live  in  need 
while  we  climb  on  their  backs.  His 
frequent  references  to  Frances  Moore 
Lappe’s  “Diet  for  A  Small  Planet”  made 
it  necessary  for  me  to  read  this  book, 
whereupon  I  adopted  the  ideas  in  it  for 
my  own. 

Building  on  the  ideas  in  “Diet,"  I  have 
condensed  my  life  from  a  large,  9-room, 
3-story  with  full  basement  home  to  a  24’ 
travel  trailer.  I  now  buy  my  clothes  at 
rummage  sales  instead  of  department 
stores.  I  recycle  everything  I  possibly 
can  and  have  gone  back  to  my  mother’s 
philosophy:  “Use  it  up.  Wear  it  out. 
Make  it  do.  Do  without.  ” 

,-It  has  taken  me  years  since  that 
sermon  to  arrive  where  I  now  am  in  my 
thinking  but  the  road  here  has  been  an 
interesting  and  enlightening  one  and  the 
choice  of  Need  or  Greed  has  enriched  my 
life  immeasurably.  Thank  you,  Rev. 
Meddaugh. 

A  decision  to 
stay  in  church 

By  VIRGIL  DIFFENDAFFER 
Crossroads  UMC 

Clifton,  Colorado  ’  1  j 

In  March,  1965,  we  were  in  the$fo<!ess 
of  re-locating  our  church  to  a  site  1 
considered  to  be  out  of  our  community.  I 
was  on  the  committee  responsible  for 
getting  the  new  church  started,  but  I  felt 
our  proceedings  were  more  secular  than 
spiritual.  In  fact,  I  felt  our  entire  church 
had  this  attitude,  and  I  was  seriously 
considering  going  elsewhere. 

Then  our  minister  preached  a  sermon 
on  discipleship,  telling  of  Jesus  choosing 
the  twelve  disciples  out  of  a  large  group. 

He  compared  this  with  the  church,  wilh  a 
few  seeking  a  deeper,  closer  relationship 
with  Christ  and  His  Church,  rather  than 
“just  belonging."  Then  he  told  the  story 
of  Jesus  and  the  rich  young  man. 

“How  many  of  us,”  he  said,  “face  the 
mirror  with  bright,  Christian  faces,  all 
ready  to  do  big  things,  then  turn  away 
because  we  cannot  accept  and  do  what 
He  asks.”  He  said  there  were  some,  not 
because  they  were  better,  or  were  more 
qualified,  but  simply  because  they 
desired  a  closer  fellowship,  who  became 
true  disciples  of  Christ. 

Disciple  of  Christ!  Suddenly  it  was  as  if 
God  spoke  directly  to  me  —  something  of 
far  greater  importance  —  a  Disciple  of 
Christ  —  to  do  His  work  wherever  and 
however  He  asks.  There  was  now  no 
thought  of  leaving  our  church  —  I  was  to 
work  and  help  to  the  best  of  my  ability  in 
this  new  church. 

I  am  still  a  member  of  that  church  and 
have  seen  it  grow  and  become  an 
important  part  of  our  larger  community. 

And  I  feel  that  our  Lord  has  blessed  me 
many  times  for  that  decision. 
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BALKAN  /  GREEK  ISLES 
August  22  -  September  10 

An  exciting  new  tour  takes  us  to  Vienna,  by 
hydrofoil  to  Budapest,  private  motorcoach  to 
the  picturesque  forests  and  seaside  resorts  of 
Yugoslavia,  fly  to  Athens  for  a  7-day  Greek 
Island  cruise.  Visit  the  jewels  of  the’  Topkapi 
Museum  in  Istanbul,  Delos  where  the  Greek 
gods  lived,  see  archaeological  wonder  of  Crete. 


STEAMBOAT  CRUISE 
September  13-28 

Rollin'  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  Ohio 
Rivers  aboard  the  DELTA  QUEEN  (U.S.  registry) 
on  this  exciting  tour!  This  historic  paddle¬ 
wheeler  shows  us  the  tradition  of  graciousness 
and  hospitality  of  the  Steamboat  Era.  We  sail 
from  Minneapolis/St.  Paul  to  Prairie  du  Chien, 
Hannibal,  St.  Louis;  fly  home  from  Cincinnati. 


Theae  tours  are  all  escorted  and  the  price  all-inclusive,  with  3  meals  a  day,  deluxe  and  tlrst 
class  accommodations,  transportation,  and  gratuities.  En/oy  the  advantages  ot  group  travail 


Write: 

WAYFARER  CROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 

2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206  Name - 

Other  tour  folders  I  would  like  to  Address _ 

receive  when  available:  □  Orient 

Q  Alpine  □  Alaska/Inside  Alaska  City  &  State— 


Please  send  me  the  following  folder(s):  I 
□  Balkan/Creek  Isles  □  Steamboat  Cruise 


I 


Zip— 


□  Treasure  West  □  Hawaii  Reg.  Ohio  Travel  Agent  ~TA0137  (print)  TM30979  j 
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NEW  YORK  —  Millions  of  television  viewers,  adults  as  well  as  children,  will 
meet  Aslan,  this  noble  lion,  when  CBS-TV  airs  C.  S.  Lewis*  “The  Lion,  the  Witch 
and  the  Wardrobe”  April  1  and  2.  The  two-part  animated  series,  which  many 
Christians  are  likely  to  view  as  an  allegory  on  the  life,  death  and  resurrection  of 
Christ,  is  being  produced  by  Children’s  Television  Workshop  and  the  Episcopal 
Radio-TV  Foundation. 

C.S.  Lewis  fairy  tale 
is  Easter  TV  treat 

NEW  YORK  —  The  religious  community,  C.  S.  Lewis  fans,  lovers  of  fairy  tales 
and  all  admirers  of  a  good  adventure  story  will  share  a  treat  this  Easter  season 
when  “The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the  Wardrobe”  is  broadcast  on  CBS-TV. 

The  two-part  animated  special,  which  airs  April  1  and  2,  was  produced  by 
Children’s  Television  Workshop  in  cooperation  with  the  Episcopal  Radio-TV 
Foundation. 

Often  called  “a  fairy  tale  for  the  whole  family,”  “The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the 
Wardrobe”  is  the  first  of  seven  tales  in  Lewis’  “The  Chronicles  of  Narnia.”  The 
fantasy  series  written  in  the  1950s  is  now  more  popular  than  ever  with  more  than  a 
million  copies  of  the  book  selling  each  year  in  the  U.S.  and  England. 

“The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the  Wardrobe”  is  the  story  of  four  children  who  walk 
through  a  wardrobe  closet  into  the  magical  world  of  Narnia.  The  realm  is  ruled  by 
the  White  Witch  who  maintains  control  by  turning  her  enemies  into  stone  statues. 
To  keep  the  children  from  interfering  with  her  rule,  she  bribes  young  Edmund  into 
betraying  his  siblings.  But  Aslan,  a  noble  lion,  has  come  to  Narnia  as  well.  He 
atones  for  Edmund’s  treachery  by  giving  himself  up  to  the  Witch.  Then  through  the 
Deep  Magic,  he  leaps  back  to  life  after  death  and  empowers  the  children  to  help 
him  and  his  followers  defeat  the  Witch.  Peter,  Susan,  Lucy,  and  Edmund  then 
reign  as  the  rightful  kings  and  queens  of  Narnia. 

Many  Christians  have  interpreted  “The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the  Wardrobe”  as  an 
allegory  on  the  life,  death,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  since  Aslan  dies  and 
rises  again,  says  Frederic  A.  Brussat,  director  of  the  Cultural  Information  Service 
here. 

Undoubtedly,  Mr.  Brussat  says,  “The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the  Wardrobe”  spells 
out  a  struggle  between  good  and  evil.  As  the  characters  work  to  resolve  that 
conflict,  “we  are  given  an  opportunity  to  deal  with  our  own  feelings  of  anxiety 
about  the  evils  of  the  world  and  our  persistent  hope  that  right  will  finally  triumph 
over  wrong. 

“Lewis  wrote  this  story  to  express  his  delight  in  the  joy  and  mystery  of  the 
human  experience,"  the  information  director  notes.  “It  is  a  rousing  adventure 
story,  full  of  excitement,  suspense,  and  surprises.  It  is  also  a  vivid  testament  on 
trust,  wonder,  miracles,  courage,  grace,  and  faith."  At  the  end  of  “The  Lion,  the 
Witch  and  the  Wardrobe,”  the  children  find  themselves  on  the  other  side  of  the 
wardrobe  from  Narnia.  Their  friend  the  Professor  assures  them  they  will  return 
there  someday  for,  after  all,  they  are  now  kings  and  queens  of  Narnia. 

“The  point  is,”  says  Mr.  Brussat,  “they  have  come  back  from  that  enchanted 
land  with  a  new  perspective  on  the  world  in  which  they  live.  They  know  that 
something  mysterious  and  holy  could  lie  just  around  the  corner. 

“Viewers  may  well  feel  the  same  way  after  watching  this  TV  special,”  he  says. 


LENT: 


Sacrifice  called 
making  room  for  God 
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CHICAGO  —  Giving  up  your  favorite 
dessert  for  Lent  can  be  a  genuine 
spiritual  act,  says  an  author  in  the 
national  magazine  “U.S.  Catholic.” 

“To  sacrifice  means  simply  and 
basically  to  make  room,"  says  Father 
William  J.  Bausch. 

“So  the  giving  up  of  candy  for  Lent  or 
smoking  or  television  or  food  one  day  a 
week  are  part  of  the  struggle  to  make 
room  for  God,”  he  says. 

When  we  sacrifice,  Fr.  Bausch  says, 
we  make  space  in  our  lives  that  can  be 
occupied  by  a  deeper  commitment  to 
Christ. 

But  such  a  commitment  does  not 
come  easily:  “Total  dedication  is  over¬ 
whelming  and  we  haven’t  made  much 
room  for  it.  Instead  we  have  filled 
our  lives  with  counterfeit  loves,  and  only 
a  certain  amount  of  holy  violence  can 
wrest  these  things  from  us,”  he  says. 

!  “There’s  a  parallel  in  the  redemption 
story  itself.  The  Father  did  not  rejoice  at 
the  awful  and  searing  hurt  of  Jesus  on 
that  terrible  cross.  He  could  hardly  be 
pleased  with  that,  with  such  evil,  torture, 
pain  and  death.  But  the  Father  was 
pleased  to  the  extent  that  that  total 
emptying  out  of  Jesus  in  the  climax  of  the 
cross  filled  the  whole  and  entire  self  of 
Christ  with  the  Father,”  says  Fr. 
Bausch. 

Lenten  sacrifices  can,  however,  work  • 
against  spiritual  growth  if  they  become 
masochistic  or  self-centered,  the  priest 
says. _ 


Single  1981-84  priority  sought 

UM council  recommends  ethnic  minority  church  as  main  emphasis 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON  —  Strengthening  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  should  be 
declared  the  “missional  priority”  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  according  to 
the  council  responsible  for  recommend¬ 
ing  national  priorities  and  programs  for 
the  denomination. 

Meeting  here  March  9-13,  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  voted  overwhelmingly  to 
recommend  that  “Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Churches”  be  named  the  most  important 
church-wide  thrust  of  the  denomination 
during  the  years  1981-84. 

At  the  same  time,  five  other  areas  of 
concern  were  recommended  as  “special 
programs”  —  efforts  considered 
important,  but  to  be  dealt  with  on  a  lesser 
scale  than  “the  missional  priority.”  They 
included:  (1)  Strengthening  the  local 
church  for  its  evangelistic  mission  in  the 
world,  (2)  World  hunger,  (3)  Africa,  (4) 
World  peace  and  self-development  of 
peoples,  and  (5)  Higher  education  —  “the 
church  and  campus,  an  essential  evan¬ 
gelism.” 

The  council  went  on  to  recommend  that 


“the  priority”  be  funded  by  continuing 
the  current  “missional  priority  fund.” 
The  money  would  be  raised  through 
apportionments,  which  would  not  be 
allowed  to  exceed  $5  million  annually. 
The  “special  programs"  would  be 
assigned  to  the  denomination’s  four 
general  program  boards  for  develop¬ 
ment,  with  funds  to  come  from  the 
boards’  existing  budgets. 

Financing  recommendations  must  now 
go  to  the  denomination’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  for 
consideration.  The  entire  proposal  will 
then  go  to  the  UMC’s  General  Conference 
which  meets  in  May  1980,  where  the  final 
decision  on  the  recommendation  will  be 
made  by  vote  of  representatives  from  all 
of  the  church's  73  annual  conferences  in 
the  United  States  and  representatives 
from  annual  conferences  overseas. 

The  proposal  for  the  ethnic  minority 
local  church  priority  met  only  scattered 
opposition  from  the  council  floor  and  a 
motion  to  substitute  a  priority  focusing 
on  all  United  Methodist  local  churches  in 
its  place  was  soundly  defeated  after  a  30 
minute  debate. 

That  motion,  made  by  the  Rev.  Ray 


United  Methodist  Church 
can  be  sued ,  court  rules 


“We  have  to  recognize  the  ambiguous 
nature  of  sacrifice  as  with  so  much  else 
in  our  lives.  We  must  take  into  account 
the  amazing  capacity  we  have  to  subvert1 
good  things  to  ignoble  ends.  In  a  word,  we 
have  to  be  constantly  aware  of  the  vices 
of  our  virtues,”  he  says. 

The  only  way  to  keep  sacrifice  pure  in 
intention,  says  Fr.  Bausch,  is  by  linking 
prayer  inescapably  to  the  sacrifice.  “The 
possibilities  for  delusion  are  so  great  that 
only  prayer  can  test  that  our  self-denial, 
our  doing  without  our  favorite  dessert  or 
visiting  a  nursing  home,  has  indeed 
made  room  for  the  spirit  of  Jesus  and 
that  as  a  result  we  have  grown  into  that 
wholeness  which  is  holiness.” 

“It  is  obvious,”  Fr.  Bausch  concludes, 
“that  the  answer  to  the  question,  ‘Do 
Lenten  sacrifices  make  a  difference?’  is 
always  a  Delphic  one:  yes  and  no.  Yes,  if 
they  make  room  and  are  practical 
acknowledgements  of  the  clutter  in  our 
lives  which  must  be  violently  dealt  with; 
no,  if  the  created  space  is  filled  by  more 
ego.  Only  prayer  will  give  the 
discernment.” 


SAN  DIEGO  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  denomination  is  a 
jural  entity  and  subject  to  suit,  a 
California  Court  of  Appeal  said  here 
March  8. 

In  a  unanimous  opinion,  the  three- 
member  panel  held  "the  guarantee  of 
due  process  of  law  and  religious  freedom 
under  the  (California  and  U.S.) 
Constitutions”  does  not  prohibit  the 
denomination’s  being  sued.  The  decision 
reverses  an  earlier  ruling  of  a  lower 

‘Good  News’ 
replies  to 
charges 

WILMORE,  Ky.  (UMC)  -  Responding 
to  criticism  leveled  by  a  liberal  group  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
denomination’s  evangelical  caucus  has 
defended  itself  as  being  a  “forum  where 
views  lacking  in  the  official  church  can 
be  honestly  aired  and  discussed.” 

The  reply  to  a  critique  by  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  (MFSA) 
appears  as  an  editorial  in  the 
March/April  issue  of  Good  News,  the 
bimonthly  magazine  published  here  by 
the  Forum  for  Scriptural  Christianity 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
better  known  as  the  “Good  News” 
movement. 

“It  is  admitted  that  ‘Good  News’  does 
take  a  conservative  stand  on  many 
issues,”  states  the  editorial  written  by 
the  Rev.  Riley  Case,  a  “Good  News” 
board  and  executive  committee  member 
and  pastor  of  Wesley  UMC  in  Union  City, 
Ind.  “That  is  to  be  expected  since  a  great 
part  of  the  constituency  of  ‘Good  News’  is 
conservative  in  nature.  Where  else  in  the 
church  can  a  conservative  voice  be 
spoken?” 

“At  the  same  time,  it  should  be  stated 
emphatically  .  .  .  that  ‘Good  News’  was 
not  called  into  being  to  promote  any 
social  agenda,”  notes  the  editorial. 

MFSA  had*  charged  that  the 
evangelical  caucus  “constitutes  the 
presence  and  influence  of  the  New  Far 
Right”  in  the  denomination  and  that  its 
leadership  conceals  reactionary  politics 
under  the  guise  of  “evangelical” 
concern. 

Although  observing  parenthetically  the 
denomination  is  “not  nearly  as 
pluralistic”  as  it  claims  to  be,  the 
editorial  later  states,  “Beyond  a  basic 
theological  unity  at  the  heart  of  our  faith, 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  diversity  within 
‘Good  News.’  There  are  not  many  issues 
on  which  ‘Good  News’  people  can  easily 
and  accurately  be  categorized. '  ’ 

The  editorial  states  that  “Good  News” 
merely  attempts  to  supply  balance  in  the 
denomination.  “It  is  hard  to  imagine  that 
‘official’  church  magazines  would  ever 
allow  a  fair  case  to  be  made  for  a  limited 
use  of  capital  punishment,  for  abortion 
as  morally  offensive,  or  for  the  idea  of  a 
limited  free  market  as  a  strategy  for 
development  in  third  world  countries. 
Part  of  our  purpose  for  being  a  forum  is 
to  offer  a  place  where  United  Methodists 
can  express  some  opinions  which  simply 
are  disallowed  by  boards  and  agencies  of 
the  church.” 


court  dismissing  the  denomination  from 
a  multi-million  dollar  class  action 
lawsuit  growing  out  of  the  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  network  bankruptcy. 

The  Court  of  Appeal,  in  the  23-page 
opinion,  said  “we  wish  to  stress  (this 
particular)  decision  .  .  .  does  not  imply 
any  lack  of  compassion  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  or  infer  liability  on  its 
part,  but  “simply  determined  (the 
denomination)  is  suable.” 

Samuel  W.  Witwer  Sr.,  Chicago,  chief 
legal  counsel  for  denominational  units 
involved  in  the  extensive  series  of  court 
actions  related  to  the  bankruptcy,  said 
the  California  Supreme  Court  will  be 
asked  to  review  the  Court  of  Appeal 
ruling.  That  request  is  expected  to  be 
filed  before  the  end  of  March. 

Mr.  Witwer  termed  the  decision  a 
“landmark”  which,  if  allowed  to  stand, 
“will  affect  how  Methodism  will  function 
throughout  the  nation,  and  will  have  an 
impact  on  all  other  religious,  fraternal 
and  social  organizations  using  a  common 
name. 

“This  decision,"  he  continued, 
“without  correction  could  have  the  effect 
of  making  the  denomination  respond  in 
any  courthouse  in  America  whenever  a 
plaintiff  wanted  to  plead  existence  of  an 
agency  relationship  with  some  unit  no 
matter  how  localized,”  and  church 
members  “will  have  to  give  serious 
thought  as  to  how  the  denomination  can 
function  effectively  in  this  age  of  litiga¬ 
tion.” 

The  attorney  said  the  opinion  is  the 
“first  published  ruling  in  200  years  of 
American  history  in  which  a  church  is 
held  to  be  responsible  for  the  actions  of 
localized  units.” 

Bishops  greet 
the  President 

ATLANTA  (UMC)  —  Seventy -five 
bishops  of  four  Methodist  denominations 
meeting  together  here  Mar.  16  wired 
President  Jimmy  Carter  their  “deepest 
gratitude,  shared  by  multitudes  of  peace- 
loving  Christians  around  the  world,  for 
your  tireless  efforts  to  affect  peace  in  the 
Middle  East.” 

Signing  the  wire  were  a  senior  bishop 
from  each  of  the  four  denominations: 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church,  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  bishops  also  urged  the  President  to 
address  the  “insistent  human  issues 
which  face  us  on  the  domestic  scene,” 
particularly,  they  said:  full  employment, 
especially  among  black  youth,  adequate 
food  and  housing,  and  medical  care  for 
all  citizens.  They  further  asked  that 
reductions  in  the  federal  budget  “not  be 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  poor  and 
ethnic  minority  communities.” 

The  meeting  of  almost  one-half  of  all 
active  and  retired  bishops  of  the  four 
denominations  to  discuss  common  issues 
and  possible  merger  was  “without 
precedent,”  according  to  Bishop  Herbert 
Bell  Shaw,  senior  bishop  of  the  AMEZ 
church.  Methodists  in  the  four  churches 
total  14  million,  with  a  constituency  of 
more  than  20  million. 
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People  in  the  news. . . 

Solicits  prayers,  not  checks 


Classified 


CHURCH  WANTS  PERSON  to  work  with  education 
and  programming  activities.  Salary  negotiable  Send 
resume  Tyner  United  Methodist  Church,  6805 
Standifer  Gap  Road,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  37421. 

ww -  - 


PASTOR  position  available 

immediately  in  rapidly  growing  suburban  church. 
Basic  responsibilities  in  youth  ministry  and 
visitation  evangelism.  Would  prefer  couple  who 
would  both  be  interested  in  ministry  but  will  consider 
all  applicants.  St.  Matthew  United  Methodist 
Church,  1200  Moreland  Dr.,  Belleville.  III. 
resume  and  pictures. 


i.  Send 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR  position  available  June  1  in 
rapidly  growing  suburban  church  Must  be 
experienced  organist  and  pianist  as  well  as  able  to 
direct  youth  and  adult  choirs.  Would  consider  couple 
Much  traveling  involved.  St.  Matthew  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1200  Moreland  Drive,  Belleville.  Ill 
62223.  Send  resume  and  pictures. 


BREAKING  UP  LIBRARY  of  40  years.  Many  hard 
to-get  books  Inquiries  welcomed.  Rev  Eric  King,  25 
St.  Bernard  St.,  Saranac  Lake,  N  Y.  12983. 


Most  letters  sent  out  from  college 
presidents  these  days  ask  for  money. 
But  a  recent  letter  from  President 
John  B.  Begley  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Lindsey  Wilson  College, 
Columbia,  Ky.,  asked  instead  for 
prayers.  Some  92  retired  ministers 
and  minister’s  widows  from  the 
Kentucky  and  Louisville  conferences 
convenanted  to  pray  regularly  that 
the  school  might  be  “a  distinctively 
Christian  college.” 

Humanitarians  honored 

When  active  United  Methodists 
Stanley  S.  and  Dorothy  Kresge  of 
Detroit  were  honored  with  the 
National  Foundation  March  of  Dimes 
“Humanitarians  of  the  Year”  award 


The  Kresge’s  and  Dr.  W.  K.  Quick 


recently,  their 
pastor,  the  Rev, 
..William  K . 
Quick  (right)  of 
Metropolitan 
\  UMC  was  on 
hand  to  make 
the  presentation 
at  special  cere¬ 
monies  in  South- 
field,  Minn.  Mr. 
Kresge  is  chair¬ 
man  emeritus  of 
the  Kresge  Foun- 
dation.  Mrs. 
Kresge  heads  a 
$3  million  fund¬ 
raising  cam¬ 
paign  for  De¬ 
troit  conference 
retirement 
homes. 


Goens  of  the  Texas  Annual  Conference, 
called  for  all  local  United  Methodist 
churches  to  be  the  priority  of  the  church. 
Mr.  Goens  argued  that  such  a  priority 
would  include  ethnic  minority  local 
churches. 

Several  council  members  spoke 
against  the  substitute,  including  Bishop 
Dwight  Loder,  Ohio  West  Area,  who 
said:  "If  we  are  going  to  make  ourselves 
the  object  of  a  missional  priority,  the 
death  rattle  is  a  part  of  our  life  as  a 
church.  A  church  that  is  dying  can  only 
revive  by  lifting  its  sights  above  itself.” 

Each  of  the  recommended  “special 
programs”  was  considered  individually 
by  the  council  and  voted  on.  Attempts  to 
add  both  “mass  communications”  and 
“family  life”  to  the  list  were  defeated. 

Voting  on  the  “special  program” 
recommendations  went  as  follows : 

Strengthening  the  local  church  for  its 
evangelistic  mission,  64-5;  World  hunger, 
63-5;  Africa,  48-20;  World  peace  and  self¬ 
development  of  peoples,  38-27;  and 
Higher  education,  42-24. 

Among  the  reasons  given  to  the  council 
for  supporting  a  missional  priority  on 
ethnic  minority  local  churches  were  the 
following: 

•  Ethnic  minority  local  churches  are 
the  area  of  highest  potential  for  church 
and  membership  growth.”  They  also 
hold  the  “most  serious  potential  for  loss. 
The  final  outcome  will  seriously  affect 


the  total  Christian  church.” 

•  These  churches  suffer  the  “greatest 
leadership  crisis.” 

•  Minority  churches  have  the  “greatest 
church  extension  need.  ’  ’ 

•  It  is  “an  area  which  the  church  is 
most  reluctant  to  face.” 

•  The  “whole  (church)  cannot  be 
stronger  than  its  weakest  link.” 

•  It  is  an  area  “in  which  the  United 
Methodist  Church  can  respond  most  im¬ 
mediately  to  larger  societal  issues  of 
human  rights  and  the  elimination  of 
racism.” 

The  “Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church” 
(EMLC)  is  one  of  three  current  priorities 
of  the  church  for  the  1977-80  church 
quadrennium.  (The  others  are  world 
hunger  and  evangelism . ) 

Church  leaders  responsible  for  the 
current  EMLC  priority,  however,  have 
complained  that  churchwide  support  for 
it  has  been  much  less  than  they  had 
hoped,  with  giving  to  the  world  hunger 
priority  far  outstripping  it. 

Several  council  members  told 
TM/UMR  after  the  vote  recommending 
the  EMLC  as  a  priority  for  another 
quadrennium,  that  they  hoped  that 
without  having  to  compete  with  other 
priorities  for  the  church’s  attention,  the 
priority  would  have  possibilities  of 
making  a  more  substantial  impact  than 
it  currently  has. 


Expert  takes  the  pulse  of 
strong  local  churches 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Lyle  Schaller  is  a 
parish  consultant  who  helps  local  congre¬ 
gations  evaluate  their  ministries  and 
plan  for  their  future.  An  author  who  has 
written  15  books  and  approximately  500 
articles,  the  United  Methodist  minister  is 
on  the  staff  of  the  Yokefellow  Institute 
and  is  a  resident  of  Naperville,  111.  TM/ 
UMR  recently  interviewed  Dr.  Schaller 
on  a  number  of  subjects  related  to  the 
local  church. 

By  CLYDE  CHESNLTT 
Associate  Editor 

Q.  You  ask  2,500  people  a  year:  Why 
are  you  a  member  of  this  particular 
congregation?  What  is  the  most  common 
answer? 

A.  “The  pastor  remembered  my  name 
from  the  first  day  I  arrived,”  is  the  most 
common  answer.  The  simplist  and 
strongest  way  to  affirm  a  person  is  to 
remember  his/her  name.  That’s  why  I 
believe  it  is  better  to  institutionalize  the 
act  in  the  congregation  and  have 
everyone  remember  the  newcomer’s 
name  instead  of  only  the  pastor 
remembering  it. 

Q.  Why  do  people  attend  a  particular 
church  in  the  first  place? 

A.  Two-thirds  to  seven-eighths  of  them 
are  invited  by  friends  or  relatives. 
Recent  converts  or  new  members  tend  to 
do  the  most  inviting. 

Q.  What  top  three  signs  tell  you 
whether  or  not  a  church  is  strong  and 
growing? 

A.  Worship  attendance  among  United 
Methodists  is  the  first  sign  I  look  for.  Is  it 
up,  down  or  about  where  it  was  a  few 
years  ago?  Another  sign  is  the  ability  of 
the  congregation  to  assimilate  new 
people  into  the  membership.  I  check  the 
records  to  determine  the  median  tenure 
of  the  present  members;  that  is,  what 
percent  of  the  members  have  been  there 
for  the  past  10  or  12  years.  If  one-half 
have  joined  10  or  more  years  ago,  the 
congregation  has  not  been  able  to  bring 
new  people  on  board. 

Q.  What’s  the  third  sign? 

A.  I  get  a  break-down  on  the  marital 
and  family  status  of  the  membership. 
Most  of  the  time,  adults  stablized  in  a 
family  feel  good  about  themselves  and 
will  invite  people  to  their  church. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  yourself  a  part  of 
the  increasingly  popular  Church  Growth 
Movement  that  comes  out  of  Berkeley, 
California? 

A.  No.  I  am  a  parish  consultant;  church 
growth  is  only  one  of  my  interests.  I  put 
church  growth  as  a  sub-category  under 
“Life  of  the  Congregation.” 

Q.  Do  you  agree  with  Church  Growth 
Movement  concepts? 

A.  I  have  no  quarrel  with  their  basic 
ideas.  However,  some  modification  is 
needed  when  the  concepts  are  applied  to 
United  Methodist  churches. 

Q.  Such  as? 

A.  The  Church  Growth  Movement 
places  too  much  responsibility  for 
growth  on  the  pastor.  That’s  a  cop-out  for 
the  laity.  What  happens  to  the 
congregation  when  that  “super”  pastor 
moves,  dies  or  divorces,  especially 
when  members  have  “joined"  the 
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Lubbock,  April  19-20 
Ted  Dotts,  Dean 
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minister  instead  of  the  church?  My 
sample  of  reality  does  not  show  that  a 
growing  church  has  to  have  a  “super” 
pastor.  I  have  found  the  more  typical 
pattern  is  one  in  which  the  growing 
congregation  has  a  pastor  of  merely 
average  leadership  abilities. 

Q.  What  about  the  concept  which  says 
that  for  a  congregation  to  grow,  it  must 
be  homogeneous  —  meaning  that  as 
nearly  as  possible,  all  members  should 
come  from  the  same  race,  theology  and 
economic  position? 

A.  That  is  a  factor  in  many  fast 
growing  congregations  but  it  is  not 
primarily  the  United  Methodist  style.  We 
are  a  pluralistic  church  and  we  should 
intentionally  include  members  from  all 
walks  of  life,  race  and  economic 
standing.  Pluralism  is  not  an  easy  road 
to  follow  and  I  think  one  current  test  of 
the  UMC’s  pluralism  will  be  how  we  meet 
and  include  the  charisma  tics. 

Q.  The  Church  Growth  Movement  says 
the  .theological  basis  for  growth  is  Jesus’ 
great  commission  to  go  forth  into  all  the 
world  and  make  disciples  (Matt.  28:18- 
20.)  Do  you  agree? 

A.  Certainly.  But  I  do  not  believe  that 
means  every  congregation  is  called  to 
grow.  The  question  each  congregation 
must  ask  is:  What  is  God  calling  the 
church  to  be  and  do?  The  answer  is  not 
always  to  grow,  grow,  grow.  Some  types 
of  congregations  and  locations  —  such  as 
interracial  or  covenant  communities,  or 
mission  outpost  or  rural  congregations  — 
preclude  great  growth. 

Q.  How  do  you  see  the  United 
Methodist  Church  across  the  next  10 
years? 

A.  Open-ended.  The  future  of  the  UMC 
depends  upon  a  single  thing:  a 
willingness  to  start  a  substantial  number 
of  new  congregations  —  100  a  year.  I 
would  prefer  300  a  year.  New  churches 
bring  in  people  with  new  attitudes  and 
enthusiasm.  They  keep  changing  the 
denominational  mix  and  they  attract 
different  kinds  of  people  than  existing 
churches  attract. 

Q.  You  were  recently  quoted  as 
predicting  that  by  the  year  2000  ,  50 
percent  of  the  UMC’s  ministers  would  be 
women. 

A.  I  still  believe  that.  By  then  women 
will  be  able  to  hold  membership  in  an 
annual  conference  on  a  full-  or  part-time 
basis  along  with  a  clergy  husband. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  and  written  on 
“the  search  for  a  scapegoat”  as  a 
destructive  process  for  a  congregation. 
Why? 

A.  When  members  are  discontented 
and  feel  that  things  are  not  going  right  in 
the  church,  they  start  trying  to  find 
someone  to  blame.  They  will  blame  the 
minister,  the  pastor-parish  committee, 
the  community  or  some  external 
While  this  is  “norma!” 
productive.  A  better  method  would  De  iu 
identity  the  factors  causing  the 
discontent  and  find  creative  ways  to 
handle  the  problem. 
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Call  to  unity  issued 

UMC  ‘at  war  with  itself 9;  needs  healing ,  bishop  says 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  A  bishop  of  the  United 
Methodist  issued  a  stirring  call  for 
Christian  unity  here  last  week  to 
reconcile  “the  tragic  divisiveness"  of  a 
denomination  “at  war  with  itself  “ 

An  an  address  to  the  editors  of  39 
annual  conference  editions  of  The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter, 
Dakotas  Area  Bishop  James  Armstrong 
deplored  “the  splintering  among  us,”  he 
sees  evident  in  at  least  four  current 
trends: 

•  The  emergence  of  competing  struc¬ 
tures  —  such  as  those  created  by  “Good 
News”  evangelical  caucus  —  which 
drains  vitality  from  the  life  of  the 
church;" 

;  •  A  climate  of  mistrust  aimed  pri¬ 
marily  at  the  church’s  general  boards 
and  agencies  ; 

•  A  rising  tide  of  support  for  “desig¬ 
nated  giving"  for  general  church  pro¬ 
grams  which,  if  adopted,  could  “destroy 
the  vital  linkaee"  of  the  “connectiona! 
church"; 

•  A  “What’s-in-it-for-me?"  mindset 
which,  in  the  religious  world,  attempts  to 
separate  the  Gospel  into  “personal”  and 
‘‘social"  categories,  and  to  elevate  the 
•^personal"  Gospel. 

“There  are  not  two  Gospels;  there  is 
only  one,”  the  bishop  told  the  annual 
gathering  of  conference  editors  and  TM/ 
UMR  national  edition  staffpersons  “We 
are  one  body.  But  the  body  is  now  sick 
and  needs  to  be  healed.”  He  charged 
editors,  church  agencies  and  UMC 
members  to  "be  about  the  business  of 
healing." 

Competing  Structures:  Declaring  that 
competing  structures  such  as  those 
created  by  “Good  News,"  "sets  the  stage 
for  schism"  in  the  church,  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong  said,  “It  is  divisive  for  any  group 
to  become  convinced  it  has  ‘a  corner  on 
the  truth.  ’  There  is  a  need  for  caucuses  in 
the  UMC  and  a  legitimate  place  for 
evangelicals  to  speak  to  the  church  as 
they  understand  it,”  he  said.  “But,  when 
any  group  speaks  trom  intellectual, 
ethical  or  spiritual  arrogance,  the  impli¬ 
cations  spill  over  to  affect  the  morale  of 
the  entire  church.  ” 

Climate  of  Mistrust:  A  second  trend 
toward  “pitting  boards  and  agencies 
against  one  another,"  the  bishop  warned, 
“is  a  wasteful  exercise,"  even  though 
such  mistrust  is  not  always  undeserved. 
Stating  that  no  group  should  be  given  a 
blank  check— “even  the  Council  of 
Bishops’’— he  called  for  constant 
scrutiny  to  hold  boards  and  agencies  ac¬ 
countable.  But  he  warned  against  "the 
thoughtless  mistrust  too  often  levelled  at 
persons  who  are  doing  their  dead-level 
best  to  be  in  Christian  ministry,"  atttie 
general  church  level. 

‘Selective’  Giving:  The  episcopal 
leader  claimed  further  evidence  of 
mistrust  is  a  proposed  plan  which  would 
let  local  congregations  be  “selective"  in 
their  apportioned  giving,  in  order  to 
protest  causes  with  which  they  disagree. 
“Such  a  plan,"  he  charged,  “would  break 
down  the  vital  bridges,  which  connect  the 
churches  and  annual  conferences  of  the 


UMC  and  fundamentally  change  the 
nature  of  the  church." 

Expressing  fear  of  what  he  called  a 
kind  of  “McCarthyism  with  halo," 
Bishop  Armstrong  called  again  for  trust 
“We  can  trust  the  constituency  to  give  if 
the  constituency  has  adequate 
information,"  he  said.  “And,  we  can 
trust  those  in  charge  if  we  hold  them 
accountable  for  what  is  given.” 

'Personal  Gospel.'  Stating  that  United 
Methodism  reflects  the  “self-ism"  of 
American  culture  today,  the  bishop 
sounded  a  call  to  the  church  to  “proclaim 
and  demonstrate  the  whole  Gospel."  He 
said,  “Of  all  institutions,  the  church  must 
be  the  one  to  challenge  the  mindset  which 
has  produced,  among  other  develop¬ 
ments,  California’s  recent  Proposition 
13.  Commonly  known  as  the  “middle- 
class  taxpayers'  revolt,”  Proposition  13 
exemplified  a  philosophy  which  says,  ‘I 
must  secure  my  own  person,  no  matter 
what  the  cost  to  others,  ’  ’  ’  he  asserted. 

Editor's  conference 

At  the  three-day  editors’  conference, 
participants  received  extensive 
assessments  of  their  TM/UMR  editions 
from  guest  evaluator  John  Lovelace, 
professor  of  journalism  at  Oklahoma 
Baptist  University,  Shawnee,  OK. 

In  general  sessions,  Mr.  Lovelace 
challenged  them:  (1)  to  apply  strict 
standards  of  professionalism, 
particularly  news  writing;  (2)  to  guard 
against  “too  much  preacher-business"  in 
their  conference  newspapers  and  keep 
lay  readers  firmly  in  mind;  and  (3)  to 
undergird  their  publications  with  clear 


Bishop  James  Armstrong 


UMC’s  6 holding  pattern  ’ 
called  sign  of  weakn  ess 


By  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodism  is  in  a 
"holding  pattern”  or  a  “period  of 
retrenchment”  said  a  leading  layman 
who  heads  the  denomination’s  “supreme 
court”  in  a  series  of  lectures  here 
recently. 

Thomas  Matheny,  president  of  the 
UMC’s  Judicial  Council  from  Hammond, 
La.,  said  the  denomination  which  has  a 
history  of  being  a  socially  involved  church 
on  the  “cutting  edge"  of  significant 
issues  since  the  time  of  John  Wesley  is 
“failing  to  lead  on  the  issues  of  the  day." 

In  the  course  of  the  annual  Boswell 
lectures  delivered  at  First  UMC  here,  the 
Louisiana  conference  lay  leader  called 
on  the  laity  of  the  church  to  examine 
“whither  die  church  is  tending,"  to 
recognize  and  support  the  inherent 
values  of  the  institutionalized  Christian 
community,  and  to  reach  out  to  the 
“unreached  and  unserved”  in  love  and 

Sin 

^  weakness  and  retrench¬ 
ment  are  evident  in  five  trends  in  the 
denomination,  the  lawyer  said: 

•  “Forgetting  the  church’s  evangelistic 
thrust."  “We  don’t  know  how  on  a 
personal  basis  to  respond  to  our  brothers 
and  sisters,"  the  lay  leader  observed  of 
United  Methodists  “Evangelism  is 
proclamation  in  a  personal  way  —  a 
person-to-person  witness.  We  seem  to 
have  lost  our  zeal  and  our  zest.  ” 

•  “Preoccupation  with  organization 

and  structure."  “Bureaucracy  has 
reached  out  and  conquered  the  people 
called  United  Methodists,”  Mr.  Matheny 
said  “Above  the  level  of  the  local 
church:  God  help  the  United 

Methodists!" 

He  said  the  General  Conferences  of  ’72 
and  '76  legislated  and  legislated 
structure  —  “most  of  which  was  a  great 
deal  of  garbage,  and  I  don't  think  any  of 
it  has  worked.”  Hie  lawyer  said  that 
every  piece  of  legislation  to  come  before 
the  Judicial  Council  from  those  General 
Conferences  has  been  “happily  declared 
unconstitutional  ” 

"We  have  spent  a  lot  of  time 
rearranging  our  bones  until  at  the  annual 
conference,  national  and  international 
level,  we  look  more  and  more  like 
government  "  In  spite  of  it  all,  somehow 
the  local  churches  have  continued  to 
cope,  he  said. 


•  "Lessening  of  lay  leadership." 
“Great  damage  is  being  done  to  the  force 
and  integrity  of  the  laity,"  he  said.  “The 
real  danger  in  increasing  the  power  of 
the  bureaucracy  is  that  it  has  resulted  in 
a  lessening  of  the  power  of  the  laity"  and 
is  repressing  the  emergence  of  lay 
leadership.  He  added  that  it  is  dangerous 
to  lessen  the  power  of  leaders  in  general 
—  “We’ve  been  meddling  with  the 
bishops,  too." 

•  “Falling  in  efforts  to  reach  young 
people"  A  damaging  side  effect  of 
preoccupation  with  structure  has  been 
the  church’s  “practically  scuttling  the 
youth  movement.  Attendance  at  church 
by  youth  is  at  its  lowest  point  in  the 
denomination’s  history,”  he  observed.  At 
the  same  time  this  generation  of  youth  — 
overwhelmed  with  loneliness  and 
isolation  —  probably  needs  the  church’s 
message  and  fellowship  more  than  any 
other,  he  said. 

•  “Failing  to  be  inclusive."  While  the 
UMC  was  in  the  forefront  of  the  civil 
rights  movement  in  the  ’50s  and  ’60s,  the 
church  is  not  maintaining  its 
racial/ethnic  membership,  he  said. 
"Unless  we  respond,  we  will  once  again 
be  a  segregated  church."  There  will  be 
no  solution  until  “bishops  feel  free  to 
make  appointments  regardless  of  race. 
We  need  open  memberships  and  open 
pulpits.” 

Further,  the  lay  leader  called  for  the 
church  to  debate  the  great  issues  instead 
of  reducing  issues  to  mere  arguments 
which  begin  with  all  sides  arriving  with 
their  minds  made  up  and  which  end  in 
nothing  being  done. 

He  charged  that  in  the  ’70s,  General 
Conference  delegates  were  not  doing 
their  homework  and  were  unprepared  to 
discuss  issues  with  the  fine  tuning  needed 
to  make  major  decisions. 

Mr  Matheny  illustrated  this  point  with 
the  church’s  position  on  abortion.  "We 
come  down  on  all  sides.  It  is  the  most 
garbled  statement  the  church  may  ever 
have  produced;  It  is  an  irresponsible 
statement  ” 

Yet,  in  spite  of  the  church’s 
weaknesses,  Mr  Matheny  reminded 
listeners  that  Christians  need 
community  —  the  fellowship  of  the 
church  —  to  live,  grow  and  act 
“Individual  Christians  tend  to  fade 
away  A  great  church  is  first  of  all,  a 
community  of  believers." 


statements  of  purpose  and  a  clear 
understanding  within  the  annual 
conference  of  the  distinction  between 
being  a  "promotional"  tool  and  a 
newspaper  which  reports  information 
accurately 

Mr  Lovelace,  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  is  a  former  editor  of 
“Newscope,"  “All  Church  Press"  and 
news  editor  of  “Together"  magazine. 

New  editors 

New  conference  editors  who  attended 
for  the  first  time  at  the  sixth  annual 
seminar  were  (along  with  their 
conference  editions):  Marilyn  Hunter, 
Louisville;  Juliann  McAchran,  New 
Mexico;  Linda  Lockwood,  Louisiana; 
Cheryl  Hendrix,  Kentucky;  Mari 
Andersson,  New  York;  Vernon  Schmid, 
Eastern  Pennsylvania;  Don  Sluder, 
Holston.  Unable  to  be  present  was  new 
editor  Pam  Wiggen,  Southern  New 
England. 

Thirty-nine  annual  conferences  are 
now  served  by  37  conference  editions  of 
TM/UMR  as  their  weekly  news  medium. 


Eagle  Scout  ‘rings  the  bell’  on  project 

ST.  CLAIR,  Minn.  —  Right  now  the  snow  is  still  too  deep  to  reach  this  old  bell  at 
Zion  United  Methodist  Church  here.  But  come  spring,  Its  rich  melodic  sound  will 
ring  out  and  once  again  summon  worshippers  to  church  —  thanks  to  a  real  "bell 
ringer"  of  an  Eagle  Scout  project.  When  15-year-old  Dean  Gavin,  (Inset)  a 
member  of  Zion  UMC,  was  looking  for  a  service  project  for  Scouting’s  highest 
award,  he  found  the  50-inch  bell  lying  all  but  forgotten  in  the  weeds  behind  the 
church.  He  sanded  the  bell,  repainted  it  and  mounted  it  on  a  stone  platform  he  built 
in  front  of  the  church,  where  it  will  soon  break  a  silence  of  some  20  years.  Dean  is  a 
member  of  Troop  130.  Minnesota  umh  photos 


UM  pastor  starts  ‘Family  Friends’ 

Abusive  parents  find  help 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

CLERMONT.  Ga.  -  “Let  there  be 
peace  on  earth  and  let  it  begin  with  me" 
might  well  be  the  motif  for  a 
church/community  effort  here  which  is 
bringing  friendship  and  support  to  a 
handful  of  people  who  desperately  need 
it:  parents  who  abuse  their  children. 

“Family  Friends"  is  the  name  the 
Rev.  J.  Gary  Blaine,  pastor  of  Trinity 
UMC,  gave  to  a  volunteer  program  he 
designed  last  year  to  shore  up  deeply 
troubled  parents.  Along  with  a 
coordinator  from  the  Hall  County 
Department  of  Family  and  Children’s 
Services,  he  oversees  training  of  persons 
who  befriend  abusers  —  and  has 
recruited  several  members  of  his  own 
congregation  to  be  among  the  first 
“friends." 

Ethnics  press 
health  group 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.  (UMC)  -  A 
proposal  to  put  ethnic  minority  people  in 
the  top  leadership  of  the  National 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  was  pres^hted  to  the  39th 
annual  convention  of  this  United 
Methodist-related  body  here  March  6. 

In  a  surprise  move  the  Rev.  Frank  L. 
Williams,  pastor  of  Asbury  UMC  in 
Washington  and  a  board  member  of  the 
N.  M.  Carroll  Home  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
read  a  statement  and  resolution 
proposed  by  nine  delegates  to  the 
convention. 

After  commending  the  association  for 
helping  formulate  affirmative  action 
guidelines,  the  statement  urged  the  body 
to  “close  the  gap  between  what  we  say 
and  what  we  do"  before  the  end  of  1979 

Specifically  the  resolution  called  for 
the  inclusion  of  ethnic  minority  persons 
as  officers  and  also  as  members  of  the 
executive  committee,  the  leadership  task 
forces  of  sections,  and  annual  conference 
health  and  welfare  units.  The  association 
was  asked  to  commit  itself  to  “increase 
services  to  minority  persons." 

A  motion  to  “accept"  the  statement 
was  amended  to  “move  affirmatively" 
on  these  matters.  The  motion  was 
passed. 

The  association  named  84-year-old 
Benjamine  Holme  as  the  Individual 
Volunteer  of  the  Year.  Mr.  Holme,  a 
retired  UM  minister,  was  honored  for  his 
volunteer  work  in  helping  raise  $3  million 
for  Boulevard  Temple  United  Methodist 
Home  in  Detroit,  where  he  presently 
lives. 

An  auxiliary  of  900  women  who  are 
“organized  to  tell  the  story”  of  the 
United  Methodist  Children’s  Home  of 
Lebanon,  Ind.,  received  the  Volunteer 
Group  award.  The  Rev  Rudolph 
Grantham  was  named  Chaplain  of  the 
Year  for  his  work  at  Candler  General 
Hospital,  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  a  Disciples 
of  Christ  minister,  the  Rev.  James  G. 
Edwards  of  the  UM-related  Willamette 
View  Manor  in  Portland,  Ore.,  was 
named  Administrator  of  the  Year. 

A  program  that  links  the  largest 
United  Methodist  home  for  children  with 
the  largest  Baptist  university  in  the 
world  was  named  for  a  citation  of  merit 
A  Big  Brother/Sister  program  initiated 
at  Methodist  Home  in  Waco,  Texas  has 
involved  187  students  agross  town  at 
Baylor  University  giving  more  than 
50,000  hours  to  the  children 

Inducted  into  the  denomination’s  Hall 
of  Fame  in  Philanthropy  was  Dorothy 
Garrett  of  Big  Spring,  Texas,  who  has 
given  millions  of  dollars  to  religious, 
educational  and  humanitarian  causes  in 
the  Southwest  through  a  foundation. 

Rudolph  C.  Barnes,  Columbia,  S.  C., 
received  the  Trustee  Award  for  his  work 
with  Epworth  Children’s  Home  in 
Columbia.  The  Conference  Chairperson 
Award  was  given  to  Ramona  Edwards, 
Sebring,  Fla.,  for  her  leadership  in  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference.  The 
Otterbein  Home  in  Lebanon,  Ohio  —  the 
largest  facility  for  aging  on  one  campus 
related  to  the  UMC  —  received  the 
Agency  Award  for  its  recently 
established  gerontology  center 

The  association  reported  that  some  4.6 
million  persons  in  1978  were  assisted  by 
the  272  agencies  in  the  association,  whose 
combined  budgets  exceeded  $1.5  billion 


With  six  volunteers  soon  to  complete 
their  first  year’s  work  with  15  or  more 
abusive  parents,  Mr.  Blaine  and  Family 
Services  coordinator  Linda  Lockhart  will 
use  those  six  as  examples  to  help  train 
more  volunteers,  he  says.  Ideally  he’d 
like  to  see  a  support  group  like  "Family 
Friends"  available  to  every  abusive 
parent  in  every  community  in  Georgia. 

His  motivation?  He  lists  several:  deep 
concern  about  abused  children,  the  firm 
conviction  that  child  abuse  provides  a 
real  mission  field  for  laypersons  right  in 
their  own  communities,  and  the  belief 
that  peace  and  non-violence  in  families 
are  a  small  move  toward  peace  in  the 
world. 

“Family  Friends"  is  not  a  substitute 
for  professional  counseling,  Mr.  Blaine 
told  TM/UMR  —  although  an  intensive 
training  program  of  eight  three-hour 
sessions  does  hone  volunteers’ 
communications  skills  and  introduce 
them  to  the  psychology  of  neglect  and 
abuse.  Instead,  volunteers  learn  to  listen, 
to  be  available,  to  “build  up  the  terribly 
low  self-esteem  of  these  parents." 

Though  the  “Family  Friends"  are 
asked  at  the  outset  to  agree  to  spend  at 
least  one  hour  a  week  with  each  client, 
most  spend  more,  the  pastor  ?ays.  They 
may  go  to  the  park,  sit  and  talk  over 
coffee,  perhaps  take  the  clients’  children 
for  an  overnight  treat  occasionally. 
“What  we  encourage  them  not  to  do,”  he 
says,  "is  give  advice  or  be  judgmental. 


They  are  there  to  build  up,  not  tear 
down." 

Gauging  success  isn’t  easy,  Mr.  Blaine 
admits.  Volunteers  need  patience  and 
persistence.  And  because  abusive 
parents  are  frequently  persons  who  are 
not  experienced  in  forming  rich  lasting 
relationships,  they  haven’t  learned  to 
trust  and  aren't  skilled  in  social  graces 
which  would  make  a  volunteer  feel 
appreciated. 

Success,  in  one  case,  meant  that  a 
parent  actually  phoned  a  volunteer  to 
announce  that  she  was  moving  to  another 
town.  “She  had  established  enough  of  a 
relationship  with  her  ‘friend’  to  value  her 
and  at  least  say  ‘goodbye’." 

In  another  instance,  a  parent  and 
volunteer  together  made  a  graph  on 
which  they  charted  the  number  of  times 
the  parent  punished  her  child  and  the 
number  of  times  she  praised  the  child. 
After  three  or  four  months,  Mr.  Blaine 
recalls,  the  lines  on  the  chart  began  to 
reverse  and  the  two  could  share  the 
small  triumph. 

Such  a  one-on-one  effort  in  rural  Hall 
County  can  barely  scratch  the  surface  of 
such  an  enormous  problem,  he  admits. 

But  at  the  very  least,  "Family 
Friends"  can  lighten  the  load  of 
caseworkers  now  carrying  three  times 
the  feasible  number  of  cases.  And  at 
best,  such  volunteers  can  be  a  "power  for 
good"  in  the  lives  of  troubled  parents 
that  professional  workers  cannot  be  by 
virtue  of  the  legal  power  they  hold. 
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Experts  say 
‘energize’ 
via  groups 

By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

SCOTTSDALE,  Ariz.  —  The  “energy 
crisis"  is  not  new  to  the  church.  The 
church  has  long  been  accused  of  draining 
people’s  energy,  two  experts  in  small 
group  development  for  churches  said 
here  last  week.  0 

But  small  groups  within  a 
congregation  can  change  all  that. 

John  and  Adrienne  Carr,  professors  at 
United  Methodist-related  Candler  School 
of  Theology  in  Atlanta  told  a  regional 
gathering  here  that  the  real  trouble  is  in 
“broken  connections"  to  God’s  love. 
Small  groups  formed  for  short  periods 
can  help  people  "reconnect  the 
connections"  and  discover  the  practical 
applications  of  the  Gospel  in  everyday 
life.  The  end  result  should  be 
“involvement  in  mission,"  they  said,  at 
the  first  of  two  workshops  on  developing 
small  groups  sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference. 

“Helping  forces"  already  present  in 
the  church  that  aid  in  the  formation  of 
small  groups  include:  a  hunger  for 
community,  nonprofessional  leadership, 
people  willing  to  sign  up  for  something 
they  know  will  end  in  a  specified  period 
of  time,  and  evidence  that  something 
really  happens  to  those  who  participate. 

However,  the  Carrs  also  said  there  are 
“blocking  forces"  that  must  be  faced, 
such  as  the  feeling  that  one  should  be 
able  to  handle  his  or  her  own  problems 
alone,  the  lack  of  trust  among  most 
people,  and  the  stereotyping  of  study  and 
prayer  groups  as  intellectual  or  superior. 

United  Methodists  are  "sprinkled" 
with  a  little  of  everything  in  the  church: 
the  gospel,  mission  and  fellowship,  said 
Mr.  Carr.  Small  groups  “immerse" 
people  by  enabling  them  to  bring 
together  things  that  are  too  often 
separated  in  the  church  —  community, 
fellowship  and  ministry,  he  said. 

The  Carrs  have  designed  a  12-week 
small  group  program  for  local  churches, 
called  Experiment  in  Practical 
Christianity  (EPC).  They  have  also 
designed  a  shorter  five  week  program, 
called  Power  and  Light.  Both  are  widely 
used  in  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  conference,  as 
well  as  in  numerous  other  congregations 
across  the  church. 

“The  church  gives  all  the  hoopla  to  the 
ordained  ministry,  but  that’s  like  giving 
it  to  the  Army  cook,"  said  Mr.  Carr. 
“The  laity  are  the  front  line  soldiers.  ’’ 

Small  groups  may  be  built  around 
issues  such  as  ecology,  death  and  dying, 
divorce,  or  parenting.  Mrs.  Carr  pointed 
out  that  both  small  and  large  churches 
can  benefit  from  such  groups  because 
members  get  to  know  each  other  on  a 
deeper  level. 


Summer’s  coming! 
Order  Now 
for  VCS 


Summer's  almost  here— so  order  your  United  Methodist  VCS  resources  today! 
This  summer's  Vacation  Church  School  theme  is  'We  Do  God's  Work"— and 
we're  offering  the  best  VCS  resources  ever  to  help  you  teach  it. 


NURSERY:  God  Loves  Me 

Nursery  children  discover  many  ways  God  shows  his 
love— through  family  members  and  friends,  through  the 
natural  world,  and  through  the  Bible. 

Storybooks.  Two  16-page  storybooks  introduce  children  to 
the  differences  in  families  and  help  them  look  closely  at  the 

natural  world  No.  7796 . Set  of  Two,  80* 

Guidebook.  Lesson  plans  and  teacher  helps  for  10  or  more 

sessions  No.  7730 .  2.05 

Class  Packet.  Ten  resources  in  multi-media  packet  enrich 
your  sessions  No.  7763 . 4.75 

KINDERGARTEN:  God  Cares 

Kindergartners  learn  about  God  s  love,  and  discover  that  they 
too  can  celebrate  his  love. 

Pupil's  Leaflets.  Eight  4-page  leaflets  feature  Bible  stories  of 
God's  love,  with  activities  to  make  learning  more  fun. 

No.  7080 . Set,  70e 

Guidebook.  Five  interesting  sessions  are  detailed,  with  ideas 
for  up  to  five  more,  plus  the  teacher's  helps 

No.  7023 .  2.05 

Class  Packet.  Mobile,  balloon,  record,  nameboard,  and  much 
more  make  your  sessions  more  fun!  No.  7056 . 4.75 

YOUNGER  ELEMENTARY: 

Our  Family  in  the  Church 

A  fine  summer  study  about  how  every  member  of  a  Christian 
family  can  express  God  s  love  and  serve  others. 

Student  Booklets.  With  the  help  of  Bible  stories  and  activities, 
children  discover  how  families  can  express  God’s  love. 

No.  7238 . Set  of  Three,  80s 

Guidebook.  Ways  to  help  children  see  how  the  Christian 
family  represents  the  church  in  different  settings. 

No.  7171. . 2.05 

Class  Packet.  A  multi-media  packet  full  of  interesting  teaching 
aids.  No.  7205 .  4.75 

MIDDLE  ELEMENTARY:  Going  With  God 

Children  learn  of  their  part  in  God's  plan— and  how  to  fulfill  his 
purpose  among  others. 

Student  Book.  Positive  ways  children  can  help  carry  out  God's 

plan.  No.  7386 . 80s 

Guidebook.  Missional  background  information  and  a  wide 

choice  of  activities  make  teaching  easier!  No.  7320 . 2.05 

Class  Packet.  Records,  game  cards,  a  poster,  and  a  great 

variety  of  resources  to  support  your  session  plans 

No.  7353 .  4.75 


OLDER  ELEMENTARY: 

Living  Together  As  Christians 

As  children  learn  more  about  the  nature  of  conflict,  they  learn 
how  to  deal  with  it  in  Christian  ways. 

Student  Book.  Biblical  and  contemporary  stories  of  conflict 
encourage  children  to  solve  problems  of  conflict. 

No.  7568 .  85S 

Guidebook.  Important  planning  and  teaching  guidance,  with 

features  on  conflict  and  teaching  games  No.  7502 .  2.05 

Resource  Packet.  Make  your  sessions  more  meaningful  with 
this  multi-media  kit.  No.  7535 .  4.75 

JUNIOR  HIGH: 

God  Made  Me... I’ve  Got  To  Be  Mel 

Bible  passages  and  study  projects  help  teens  understand 
themselves  as  creations  of  God. 

Student/Leader  Guide.  Early  teens  interpret  values  and 
develop  decision-making  abilities  from  a  Christian  perspective. 

No.  7683 . 1  50 

VCS  KITS  FOR  1979 

Preview  all  the  basic  VCS  resources  listed  here  in  Cokesbury's 
VCS  Kit  No.  1  No.  1163 . . Only.  35.25 

VCS  Kit  No.  2  contains  all  the  VCS  Preferred  Audio-Visuals 
No.  1174 . Only.  49.35 

Special  Combination  Otter!  Order  Kits  No.  1  and  No.  2 
together  and  save  over  $13.  No.  1185 . 79.95 


United  Methodist  VCS  resources  are  In  stock  at  your 
Cokesbury  Bookstore,  or  may  be  ordered  from  your 
regional  serv/ce  center. 
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Scenes  today  where  Jesus  walked  Tax- freedom  backed 


Religion ’s  function  benefits  all ,  expert  says 


The  Mount  of  Temptation,  in  the  background  of  the  picture 
above,  towers  over  the  rugged  Judean  wilderness.  This  was 
the  setting  for  an  event  early  in  Christ’s  ministry  —  the 
temptation  by  Satan  during  a  period  of  40  days.  In  the 


The  Judean  wilderness  and  Jericho 


foreground  are  some  of  the  excavated  walls  of  the  ancient 
city  of  Jericho  where  Jesus  healed  blind  Bartimaeus  and 
where  the  tax-collector  Zacchaeus  climbed  the  sycamore  tree 
to  see  Jesus  pass  by. 


‘Thou  art  the  Christ’— the  Messiah 

John  the  Baptist  said  the  Messiah  would  separate  believers 
from  non-believers  like  chaff  from  the  grain,  employing  an 
analogy  from  everyday  life  still  common  today.  A  resident  of 
Sebastijeh,  Israel  winnows  some  freshly  threshed  grain  by 
throwing  the  grain  into  the  air  and  letting  the  light  chaff  blow 
away  while  the  heavier  grain  falls  at  his  feet. 


The  spring  shown  gushing  from  the  foot  of  Mount  Hermon 
is  near  the  traditional  site  where  Jesus  confirmed  He  was 
the  Messiah.  Here  Simon  Peter  said,  ‘Thou  art  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  Living  God.”  The  spring  is  the  source  of  the 
Jordan  River. 
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The  path  to  Calvary 

Arabs  today  walk  through  a  market 
place  in  Jerusalem’s  Old  City  (above  left 
photo),  near  the  area  where  tradition 
says  Christ  fell  for  the  third  time  on  his 
way  to  Calvary.  At  that  time  this  spot 
was  outside  the  city  walls. 

Mary  and 
Martha’s  village 

This  is  the  town  of  Bethany  (above 
right  photo),  where  Jesus  and  his 
followers  were  received  by  Mary  and 
Martha  while  on  their  way  from  Jericho 
to  Jerusalem.  The  village  is  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Mount  of  Olives.  Here  Jesus 
also  raised  the  women’s  brother  Lazarus 
from  the  dead. 


Room  of  the  Last  Supper 

This  room  in  Jerusalem  (right  photo) 
is  said  to  be  where  Jesus  and  his  disciples 
shared  the  Last  Supper.  Some  persons 
believe  it  is  also  the  room  in  which  the 
followers  of  Christ  were  gathered  on  the 
Day  of  Pentecost  when  the  Holy  Spirit 
came  upon  them. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTOS 


ALBANY  ( RNS)  —  Churches  should  be 
free  from  most  taxation  not  only  for  their 
own  sakes  but  for  the  sake  of  society  in 
general,  a  church-state  expert  for  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  said 
here. 

The  Rev.  Dean  M.  Kelley,  acting 
director  of  the  NCC  Division  of  Church 
and  Society  told  a  gathering  of  the  New 
York  State  Council  of  Churches  that  their 
members  provide  society  a  service  no 
other  organizations  can  give. 

“Every  society  has  ways  of  helping 
members  make  sense  of  life,  especially 
experiences  hardest  to  make  sense  of  — 
dissatisfaction,  failure,  frustration, 
handicaps,  chronic  illness  .  .  .  Religion 
uniquely  deals  with  them.  It  is  important 
for  the  very  survival  of  society  that  there 
be  ways  for  its  members  to  find  this 
function  when  they  need  it  most,”  he 
said. 

Mr.  Kelley  observed  that  some 
communities  —  such  as  Hardenburg, 
upstate  New  York,  where  85  percent  of 
landowners  are  exempt  from  property 
taxes,  including  many  “instant 
ministers”  of  the  mail-order  Universal 
Life  Church  —  are  up  in  arms  about 
churches  not  “carrying  their  share”  of 
the  tax  burden. 

But  he  argued  that  churches  do  not 
directly  add  to  the  expenses  local 
governments  must  make  for  such 
standard  costs  as  police,  fire  protection, 
and  street  plowing.  However,  in  cases 
where  the  church  needs  specific 
municipal  expenditures,  such  as  water  or 
a  crossing  guard  near  a  school,  these 
should  be  paid  for,  he  said. 

Mr.  Kelley,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  who  is  author  of  “Why  Churches 
Should  Not  Pay  Taxes,”  gave  several 


other  reasons  for  his  position. 

He  noted  that  many,  if  not  most, 
churches  provide  many  different  forms 
of  social  service,  aside  from  the 
specifically  religious  service  mentioned. 
Such  services  as  day  care,  aid  to  the  poor 
and  others  might  be  too  costly  for 
churches  if  they  also  had  to  pay  taxes,  he 
said. 

Yet  Mr.  Kelley  emphasized  churches’ 
tax  exemption  should  not  be  considered  a 
‘‘quid  pro  quo”  for  any  social  services 
performed.  Such  an  attitude  would 
discriminate  among  churches  with 
varying  ability  to  carry  on  social 
p' 


services,  and  would  be  unfair,  he  said. 

He  also  noted  that  a  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  decision,  Wohl  vs.  Tax 
Commission,  held  that  the  tax  exemption 
given  a  church  cannot  be  based  on  its 
social  services. 

Despite  some  concern  by  church 
groups  across  the  country,  Mr.  Kelley 
said  he  sees  little  danger  tax  exemptions 
for  churches  will  be  taken  away  —  other 
than  those  for  “insignificant”  properties 
such  as  parking  lots  and  parsonages, 
which  are  not  directly  necessary  for 
religious  practice. 


What’s  so  hard  about  getting  good  sermons? 

CHICAGO  —  Some  people  pray  through  them;  others  count  bald  heads  or 
daydream.  But  few  people  find  sermons  worth  listening  to,  according  to  an  article 
in  last  month's  issue  of  U.S.  Catholic.  Yet  if  listeners  knew  what  preachers  have  to 
go  through  to  prepare  a  sermon,  it  might  help  stop  the  nodding  and  daydreaming, 
writes  James  Breig.  He  suggests  effective  preachers  follow  Karl  Barth's 
admonition:  prepare  a  sermon  with  the  Bible  in  one  hand  and  the  morning 
newspaper  in  the  other.  u.s.  catholic  illustration 


Seminary  6 adjunct  house ’ 

TV  station  proposal  opposed  by  exec 
cancels 


evangelist 

DALLAS  (RNS)  —  A  Dallas  television 
station  has  permanently  cancelled 
Southern  Baptist  evangelist  James 
Robison’s  weekly  broadcast  because  of 
his  continued  criticisms  of  homosexuals. 

WFAA,  Channel  8,  had  temporarily 
cancelled  the  program  twice  in  1977  when 
the  evangelist  differed  with  some 
comments  made  by  the  pastor  of  a 
homosexual  congregation  and  made 
critical  remarks  about  Playboy 
magazine  publisher  Hugh  Hefner. 

At  a  news  conference,  Mr.  Robison 
said  his  program  has  now  been  cancelled 
permanently  because  on  a  recent 
broadcast  “I  pointed  out  the  fact  that 
homosexuality  is  p  sin,  and.  I  also  stated 
that  we  must  love  those  who  are  guilty  of 
sin,  including  homosexuality.  I  was  told 
by  the  management  at  WFAA  that  this 
went  against  their  policy.” 

WFAA  Station  Manager  Dave  Lane 
said  the  evangelist  had  been  making 
statements  “about  other  religious 
organizations  and  community  groups" 
which  forced  the  station  to  make  time 
available  to  those  groups  for  reply  in 
keeping  with  the  Federal  Communica¬ 
tions  Commission’s  Fairness  Doctrine. 

“We  believe  our  religious  programs 
should  not  deal  with  such  matters,”  Mr. 
Lane  said.  “We  cover  these 
controversies  in  our  news  and  public- 
affairs  shows  where  we  can  balance  both 
sides  of  the  issues.  Our  position  has 
nothing  to  do  with  our  own  religious 
beliefs  and  does  not  reflect  a  lack  of 
respect  for  Robison.” 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  A  higher 
education  executive  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  expressed 
opposition  to  an  evangelical  group’s 
proposal  to  establish  "adjunct  houses” 
near  denominational  seminaries. 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  of  the 
denomination,  said  he  feared  the 
proposal  by  the  unofficial  “Good  News” 
movement  might  “establish  a  precedent 
of  permitting  special -interest  groups  of 
all  types  to  have  access  to  seminary 
curriculum  in  ways  which  may  seriously 
compromise  the  integrity  of  the 
institutions  themselves.  ” 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Sprinkle  of  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  who  heads  the  “Good 
News”  task  force,  disclosed  in  January 
that  the  proposal  had  met  with  interest 
from  four  United  Methodist  seminaries 
and  that  the  presidents  of  two  of  them- 
have  invited  “Good  News”  representa¬ 
tives  to  discuss  the  proposal  with  them. 

According  to  Dr.  Trotter,  “interest 
expressed  by  those  contacted  was  the 
normal  courtesy  of  willingness  for 
further  possible  discussion  one  would 
expect  to  be  extended  to  any  church 
group.” 

Dr.  Charles  Keysor,  executive 
secretary  of  “Good  News,”  had  said  the 
proposal  envisioned  facilities  near  the 
seminaries  which  could  be  staffed  by 
academically  qualified  evangelicals 
teaching  credit  courses  and  conducting 
special  programs. 

But  Dr.  Trotter  warned  that  such  a 
program  could  “create  problems  with 
respect  to  the  seminaries’  relationships 
to  accreditation,  to  the  universities  to 
which  some  are  related,  and  to  academic 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 


Love  sent  to  sick  child 


Dear  Readers: 

On  February  2nd  we  printed  a  letter 
from  the  mother  of  a  young  child  with 
cancer  who  felt  the  child  was  isolated  by 
many  who  avoided  the  ill  child.  The 
response  you  have  made  has  been 
heartening  and  while  we  cannot  divulge 
names  and  addresses  of  letter  writers  we 
will  let  the  mother  and  child  know  by 
publishing  some  of  your  letters  of  love. 
Dear  Deborah:  (A  letter  to  the  child.) 

I  read  about  your  being  at  home  a  lot 
these  days.  I  am  a  retired  school  teacher, 
a  member  of  Lawton's  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  I  have  a  love  of 
fine  children  like  you.  I  bet  you  are 
pretty,  too.  I  know  that  your  friends  love 
you  and  miss  you  a  lot.  They  must  feel 
that  coming  to  see  you  would  be  draining 
on  your  strength  .  .  .  Perhaps  if  you  can 
write  your  class  a  letter  and  tell  them 
how  much  you  miss  them,  they  will 
realize  how  much  you  care  and  be  happy 
to  accept  an  invitation  to  see  you  .  .  . 
Talk  to  Jesus  a  lot!  He  loves  you. 

With  love, 
Mrs.  I.M.S. 

P.S.  We  will  be  praying  for  you  in  my 
church. 

And  another  writes : 

Would  you  tell  the  little  girl's  mother 
that  you  CAN  buy  companionship  and 
love  unlimited  in  the  form  of  a  little 
puppy? 

Sincerely, 
Mrs.  J.E.F. 

Dear  Deborah:  (A  letter  to  the  ill  child.) 

Thinking  of  you  today  and  hope  you 
have  a  nice  day.  We  have  a  mentally 
retarded  daughter  (Susan)  who  is  24- 
years-old  butin  a  wheelchair  most  of  the 
time.  She  is  a  happy  lady  and  we  love  her 
and  do  all  we  can  to  keep  her  happy/She 
has  never  been  able  to  talk  but  we  know 
she  does  understand  as  we  talk  to  her. 

We  go  to  Principio  church,  a  very 
small  country  church  built  back  in  the 
1800s  ...  I  work  in  a  hospital  in  medical 
records  and  my  husband  is  a  bank  teller 
Ask  mother  and  dad  to  try  and  find 


some  handicapped  friends. 

Sincerely, 

The  Whitakers 

Thank  God  for  United  Methodists  who 
do  care ! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  The 
biblical  Deborah  helped  her  people  settle 
their  problems  and  our  modern  Deborah 
is  a  counselor  who  offers  her  insight  into 
contemporary  personal  needs.  Make  the 
letter  brief.  Although  individual  letters 
cannot  be  answered,  questions  for  the 
column  will  be  selected  from  the  letters. 
Write  "Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 

Bolivian  Indians 
sponsor  mission 
to  U.S.  Navajos 

LA  PAZ,  Bolivia  -  The  Aymara  Indians’ 
of  Bolivia,  a  pre-Inca  tribe,  has  formed  a 
missionary  association  to  sponsor  its  own 
missionaries  to  the  Navajo  Indians  of 
North  America. 

According  to  World  Evangelization 
News  the  Aymara  tribe  of  Bolivia,  which 
numbers  about  one  million,  has  been 
extremely  responsive  to  the  Christian 
message.  Recent  reports  indicate  that 
about  one  church  has  been  established 
each  week  and  the  Christian  leaders  feel 
that  the  saturation  point  has  nearly  been 
reached. 

On  learning  of  the  existence  of  the 
Navajo  Indian  tribes  of  New  Mexico, 
Utah,  Colorado  and  Arizona,  the 
Aymara ’s  Christian  leaders  expressed 
an  interest  in  sending  missionaries  to 
reach  them  with  the  gospel.  Two  families 
have  volunteered  to  go  on  that  service. 

Observers  point  out  that  the  decision  is 
a  significant  one  for  a  tribe  that  has  had 
little  contact  with  the  outside  world. 


confidence  in  the  schools.” 

He  declared  that  “United  Methodists/ 
have  good  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  13 
seminaries.  They  are  open,  responsive  td 
the  needs  of  the  local  church,  academ/ 
ically  and  theologically  responsible,  and 
no  other  denomination  can  point  to  such/ 
a  strong  community  of  institutions  as 
these.” 

$100,000  sought 
for  world  hunger 

MEMPHIS— The  555  United  Methodist 
churches  of  the  Memphis  Annual,; 
Conference  are  committed  to  raising 
$100,000  between  now  and  Easter  as  a. 
special  Lenten  World  Hunger  emphasis,, 
according  to  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Evans  II,  . 
chairperson  of  the  Conference  Council  on. . 
Ministries’  Work  Area  on  Missions. 

Under  the  theme,  “Helping  People  • 
Help  Themselves,”  the  110,000  United 
Methodists  of  the  conference  are 
targeting  four  areas  of  concern.  Mr. 
Evans  identified  these  concerns  and  the 
goals  for  each: 

•  Expansion  of  an  irrigation  land 
project  in  Bangladesh,  $38,000; 

•A  “Rice  Revolving  Loan  Fund”  in 
Korea,  $25,000; 

•  $12,000  for  training  youth  in- 
agriculture  leadership  in  Sri  Lanka  near  ? 
Southern  India ; 

•  Long-term  development  of 
agricultural  and  health  programs  in. 
Honduras  in  Central  America.  $25,000. 

“What  thrills  me,”  Mr.  Evans  said,  “is 
that  our  churches  here  in  West 
Tennessee  and  West  Kentucky  will  be 
helping  people  in  the  four  project  areas 
to  help  themselves.  Each  project  is  a 
loan  assistance  program,  so  we’re  not  • ' 
giving  a  ‘hand-out’  but  we’re  providing  a 
hand  for  self-help!” 

“Something  new  for  United  Methodists 
in  our  area,”  Mr.  Evans  continued,  “is  , 
that  we  have  requested  the  children  and  , 
youth  of  our  churches  to  accept  full  , 
responsibility  for  raising  a  minimum  of  , 
$12,000  for  the  Sri  Lanka  Youth  Project.” 

Overall  leadership  is  being  given  by 
Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.,  Bishop  of  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Area  of  the  United  Methodist  ’ 
Church. 

Interest  found 
in  ‘ Holocaust 9 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Interest  in 
Holocaust  studies  has  grown 
considerably  in  the  last  decade  with 
annual  Holocaust  conferences  now  held' 
in  most  major  U.S.  cities,  according  to 
Dr.  David  Hyatt,  president  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews  (NCCJ). 

He  told  the  NCCJ -sponsored  Annual 
Bernhard  E.  Olson  Scholars’  Conference 
on  The  Church  Struggle  and  The 
Holocaust  that  there  is  continuing  need 
for  public  exposure  to  the  “horrendous 
event”  and  more  in-depth  studies. 

Dr.  Hyatt  and  conference  participants 
paid  tribute  to  Dr.  Franklin  Littell,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  who  is  a 
leader  in  the  Holocaust  study  movement  ’ 
who  initiated  the  annual  conferences  in 
1970. 

Over  the  years,  some  of  the  world’s 
most  distinguished  historians, 
theologians,  philosophers  and  political 
scientists  have  gathered  at  the  annual 
Holocaust  conferences  to  study  and 
analyze  the  “ghastly  murder”  of  six 
million  Jews,  Dr.  Hyatt  said. 

He  said  groundwork  done  over  the 
years  by  Dr.  Littell’s  programs  have 
directly  or  indirectly  helped  bring  about 
presentations  such  as  the  recent  TV 
drama  on  the  Holocaust,  which  was 
important  in  alerting  people  to  the  event. 
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Christian  Education  Center 
Hosts  Curriculum  Workshop 


Centenary  College  is  putting 
its  resources  to  work  for  the 
church. 

Earlier  this  month,  24  church 
workers  from  Louisiana  and 
Texas  were  treated  to  a  unique 
experience  when  both  the  editor 
and  author  of  the  spring 
quarter’s  Sunday  School 
curriculum  conducted  a 
workshop  at  the  Christian 
Education  Center  of  Centenary 
College. 

Dr.  Donald  G.  Emler, 
professor  of  Christian  Education 
at  Centenary  and  author  of 
“Exploring  the  Bible  Series, 
ages  8-12,”  hosted  the  teacher 
training  session  with  the 
Reverend  Vernon  Denny,  editor 


at  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  in  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Dr.  Emler's  book  concentrates 
on  three  themes,  each  with  its 
own  group  of  lessons.  They 
include  “Worship  in  the  Old 
Testament,”  “Easter,”  and 
“People  who  Knew  Jesus.  ” 

Dr.  Emler,  who  has  also 
published  articles  in  “The 
Church  School"  magazine,  gave 
an  overview  of  the  material  and 
supervised  arts  and  crafts 
techniques  and  resources  used  in 
teaching. 

Learning  centers  were  set  up 
to  give  the  teachers  an 
opportunity  to  see  each  complete 


lesson  and  try  their  own  hands  at 
the  crafts  projects.  Church 
workers  learned  how  to  design  a 
worship  service  using  the 
hymnal,  write  a  newspaper 
article  reporting  the  crucifixion 
and  simulate  a  party  in  Biblical 
times  using  figs,  dates,  rye 
bread  and  honey.  The  learning 
centers  were  set  up  in  advance 
by  30  students  of  Christian 
Education  at  Centenary. 

Having  both  author  and  editor 
conduct  a  workshop  using  their 
own  work  is  an  experience  which 
will  hopefully  be  repeated. 

Stephanie  C.  Calhoun 

School  of  Church  Careers 


Church  workers  improve  sponge  art  techniques  at  Centenary-hosted  workshop 
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Dr.  Donald  Webb 


Dr.  Webb 
Looks  to 
Future 

Friends  in  Christ: 

These  past  twenty  months,  as 
congregations  and  pastors  have 
welcomed  us  into  their  churches  and 
homes,  it  has  been  deeply  moving, 
beautiful,  and  joyous  for  Renee  and  me. 
It  is  expressive  of  the  best  about  the 
conference’s  response  to  Centenary,  and 
the  College’s  feelings  for  you:  I  thank 
you.  friends. 

I’d  like  to  share  with  you  our  plan  for 
the  College’s  future.  We  have  called  it  the 
•EQUIPS”  plan,  since  it  equips 
Centenary  for  the  rest  of  this  century. 

1.  E  —  Every  Church  a  paid  student. 
We  want  to  be  a  radiant  Christian 
academic  community:  we  want  your 
Christian  young  people  to  join  us,  and 
enable  that  future.  A  student  who  needs 
financial  aid.  we  hope  his  Church  will 
help  with  a  scholarship. 

2.  Q  —  Quality  of  student  life, 
unsurpassed.  We  mean  to  provide  the 
best. 

3.  U  —  Urgent  austerity :  this  is  a  must. 

4.  I  —  Increase  of  enrollment  to  1200 
(the  optimum  number  of  students  for 
Centenary:  at  present,  we  number 
around  900). 

5.  P  —  Program  for  $20  million 
endowment.  A  church-related  college 
can  only  compete  for  students  with  state- 
financed  colleges  if  it  is  substantially 
endowed :  we  are  determined  to  raise  $20 
million  in  the  next  five  years. 

6.  S  —  Self-sustained  budget.  With  your 
dedicated  help,  we  balanced  the  budget 
last  year:  we  must  do  so  this  and  every 
year.  It  is  almost  impossible,  will  take 
hard  work,  a  lot  of  devoted  response,  and 
God’s  very  best  blessings! 

We’ve  agreed  from  the  beginning  that 
we  have  this  ministry  together:  your 
part  in  it  is  crucial,  and  I’m  glad  to  be 
working  with  you. 

Sincerely, 

Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb 
President 


From  College  To  Community 


CSCC  Eases  Student  Transition 


Centenary  senior  Suzan 
Nichols  will  be  one  of  41 
collegiates  graduating  in  the 
largest  class  of  the  Centenary 
School  of  Church  Careers 
(CSCC)  ever. 

And  the  pretty  brunette  from 
Chicago,  Ill.,  will  stay  in  the  Ark- 
La-Tex  as  program  coordinator 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Bossier  City.  CSCC  was 
instrumental  in  placing  Sue  in 
the  job. 

“I’ve  been  in  CSCC  all  four 
years,”  Suzan  said.  “That’s  why 
I  chose  Centenary  -  my  sister, 
Terri,  and  I  read  about  it.  She 
was  in  the  first  graduating 
class.” 

The  unique  program  is  in  its 
fifth  year,  preparing  students  for 
placement  in  professional  or  pre¬ 
professional  areas  or  advanced 
study. 

Suzan’s  double  major  in 
Christian  Education  and 
Psychology  will  be  a  good 
foundation  for  her  work  in  Youth 
Ministries,  her  emphasis  area. 


“I’m  working  now  at  First 
Baptist  Church  (in  Shreveport) 
with  the  Youth  Group  there,” 
she  said.  “I  help  plan  programs 
and  do  some  on  my  own;  plan 
and  do  retreats,  and  I  have  some 
responsibility  in  a  Sunday  School 
class.” 

Her  on-the-job  training  is  part 
of  the  CSCC  program  to  involve 
students  in  the  every-day 
workings  of  the  church.  Upper 
classmen  spend  at  least  eight 
hours  per  week  in  practical 
training  with  a  church  of  their 
choice. 

At  First  Methodist  in  Bossier, 
Suzan  will  oversee  the  entire 
education  program,  working 
with  the  Education  Commission, 
one  of  five  commissions  in  the 
church.  Her  work  will  also 
concentrate  on  the  youth  and 


Suzan  Nichols  has  job  lined  up  through  CSCC 


High  School 
Weekend 

High  School  Weekend  is  underway  at 
Centenary  College  Saturday  and  Sunday,  March 
24  and  25.  Juniors  and  seniors  from  a  five-state 
area  are  taking  part  in  activities  designed  to 
acquaint  them  with  all  areas  of  campus  life. 

There  is  a  concert  by  the  Centenary  College 
Choir;  academic  sessions,  a  theater 
performance,  organization  fair,  fraternity- 
sorority  open  houses,  and  Sunday  morning 
worship,  among  other  activities. 

The  visiting  students  are  spending  the  night  in 
dormitories  and  having  their  meals  in  the  college 
cafeteria.  It’s  a  busy,  fun  week-end  to  give 
prospective  students  a  taste  of  college  life  at 
Centenary. 


senior  citizens. 

“I  think  it’s  important  to  have 
a  really  good  education 
program,”  Suzan  said.  “You 
need  good  teachers,  good  sys¬ 
tems  of  recruiting,  so  people  will 
really  get  something  out  of 
coming  to  church.” 

David  Dykes  is  director  of  the 
Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers.  Others  working  in  the 
department  are  Bert  Scott, 
associate  director;  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloan,  retired  Methodist 
minister  and  Coordinator  of 
Church  Placement  and  Church 
Relations,  and  Dick  Anders, 
Coordinator  of  Conference  and 
Admissions  Counselor. 


For  more  information  on  the 
School  of  Church  Careers,  write 
to  Centenary  College,  2911 
Centenary  Boulevard, 
Shreveport,  La.,  71104. 

Partners 


The  academic  year  of  1978-1979  is  a 
beautiful  example  of  the  kind  of 
cooperation  that  is  possible  between  the 
United  Methodist  Churches  of  Louisiana 
and  Centenary  College.  It  has  been  a 
very  good  year  for  the  College  —  the  best 
in  many  decades. 

Under  the  energetic  direction  of 
President  Webb,  an  able  administrative 
team  has  worked  hard  to  lead  the  College 
into  its  future  as  a  strong,  fiscally  sound, 
church-related  college.  The  faculty  has 
continued  to  foster  sound,  quality 
education,  and,  an  increased  student 
population  has  eagerly  participated  in  a 
program  that  reflects  the  very  finest  of 
our  Christian  heritage. 

These  efforts  have  been  affirmed  and 
enriched  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  same  churches  whose 
sacrificial  generosity  enabled  the 
College  to  balance  its  budget  last  year 
have  continued  their  financial  and 
prayerful  support  this'  year.  Many  have 
sent  names  of  prospective  students  from 
their  congregations  to  us,  while  others 
have  witnessed  to  an  even  deeper 
commitment  to  the  church’s  ministry  in 
higher  education  by  establishing  new 
scholarships  to  accompany  these 
Centenary  hopefuls. 

Centenary  faculty,  staff,  and  students 
feel  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  for  all 
within  the  Church  who  fostered  this  spirit 
of  helpfulness  on  our  behalf.  In  turn,  the 
College  has  sought  to  be  an  equal  partner 
in  this  work  by  awarding  more  than 
$200,000  in  scholarships  to  Methodist 
students  and  working  hard  to  make  you 


Annual 

Conference 


Annual  Conference  is  just 
around  the  comer;  letters  and 
reservation  cards  will  soon  be 
in  the  mail.  If  you  have  not 
received  yours  by  April  7, 
1979,  please  contact  Richard 
Anders.  Centenary  College, 
2911  Centenary  Blvd., 
Shreveport,  La.,  71104. 

Would  your  United 
Methodist  Women  like  to 
make  a  banner?  The  most 
effective  have  large  simple 
figures  or  designs  with  good 
lettering  that  is  easily  legible 
from  a  distance.  A  banner 
should  have  a  single  theme 
whose  impact  should  have 
immediate  effect. 

Made  of  brightly  colored 
felt,  the  designs  are  sewn  onto 
net  backings,  4  feet  wide  by  12 
feet  long.  Deadline  for  the 
banners  is  mid-May.  For  more 
information,  write  the  Office 
of  the  President,  Centenary 
College  of  Louisiana,  2911 
Centenary  Blvd.,  Shreveport, 
La.  71104.' 

Annual  Conference  is 
calendered  for  Tuesday 
through  Friday,  May  29 
through  June  1,  1979. 

Registration  will  take  place 
Tuesday  in  the  Moore  Student 
Center. 


in  Action 


Dr.  Charles  Simmons 


feel  welcome  on  the  campus  at  Annual 
Conference,  the  Pastor’s  School,  and  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Mission 
School. 

Truly  there  is  still  much  work  to  be 
done.  But,  for  now,  let  every  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana  accept  our  sincere 
appreciation  and  share  our  joy  over  the 
fact  that  Centenary  is  on  its  way  toward 
fulfilling  the  ministry  to  which,  together, 
we  are  called  —  and,  together,  we  share. 

Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
Director  of  Church  Relations 
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Send  articles,  photos,  opinions, 
letters  or  subscription  requests  to 
the  Council  On  Ministries  Office, 
P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La.  71104. 
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April  4  deadline 

Youth  ‘pages’  needed 


Some  30  youths  from  our  Conference 
will  be  selected  as  pages  for  the  1979 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
Convocation  to  be  at  Dillard  University 
August  6-11. 

Pastors  in  the  state  should  have 
received  two  page  application  forms  and 


the  deadline  for  returning  these  is  April 
4.  All  expenses  for  the  Convocation  will 
be  paid  for  pages. 

Contact  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  if  more  application  forms  or 
information  are  needed. 


Editorially  speaking 


Honeymoon  ’ s  over 


If  this  year  is  typical,  at  least  20 
percent  of  our  pastors  will  move  after 
Annual  Conference.  In  most  cases,  these 
changes  will  lead  to  a  “honeymoon”  for 
the  new  pastor  and  the  church,  an  era  of 
good  feeling  that  seems  too  good  to  be 
true. 

Why  a  honeymoon?  There  are 
probably  many  factors.  Among  them  is  a 
universal  human  tendency  for  adults  to 
hold  unrealistic  religious  wishes.  A 
change  in  pastors  allows  these  wishes  to 
surface.  Every  church  wants  an  ideal 
pastor  who  will  provide  such  guidance 
and  comfort  that  life’s  ambiguity  and 
tension  will  be  resolved.  Every  pastor 
seeks  an  ideal  church  which  fulfills  the 
most  glowing  New  Testament 
descriptions,  and  in  which  the  will  of  God 
is  already  being  done. 

For  a  time,  these  wishes  seem  almost 
fulfilled.  Then  the  pastor  sees  some  of  the 
same  discouraging  problems  with  which 
he  struggled  in  his  last  church.  The 
church  notices  the  pastor’s  failure  to  give 
fully  the  comfort  for  which  it  wishes. 
Disillusionment  often  sets  in.  Pastor  and 
people  make  the  best  of  a  disappointing 
situation  for  a  while,  then  one  or  the 
other  seeks  a  change.  The  search  for 
unrealistic  wish  fulfillment  continues. 


Is  there  an  alternative?  I  believe  there 
is,  though  it  is  neither  easy  nor  simple.  It 
is,  moreover,  an  alternative  toward 
which  I  strive,  not  one  I  have  already 
obtained. 

I  believe  that  when  we  are  disillusioned 
with  our  failure  to  meet  unrealistic 
religious  wishes,  we  are  at  the  very  point 
when  we  can  begin  to  move  beyond  them 
and  to  grow  toward  mature  faith  in 
Christ.  Disillusionment  after  the 
honeymoon,  in  other  words,  should  be 
seen,  not  as  the  time  to  quit,  but  as  the 
time  to  begin  the  arduous  struggle 
toward  maturity.  It  is  the  prime 
opportunity  to  leave  the  world  of  fantasy 
and  get  on  with  the  real  tasks  of  the  life  of 
faith. 

At  worst,  pastors  and  churches  can  use 
the  appointive  system  to  perpetuate  our 
search  for  fulfillment  of  unrealistic 
wishes.  At  best,  we  can  utilize  our  system 
for  support  as  we  struggle  together 
toward  that  maturity  in  Christ  which  is 
the  ultimate  mark  of  faithful  obedience  to 
Christ. 

What  surfaces  during  the  honeymoon 
is  an  impulse  common  to  us  all.  The 
problem,  and  its  resolution,  then,  is  in 
our  hearts  and  on  our  hands. 

(By  Ray  Branton,  Editor ) 


Help  for  prison  chapel 


Sunday,  April  1,  has  been  approved  as 
an  appropriate  time  for  the  churches  of 
United  Methodism  in  Louisiana  to  take 
an  offering  for  the  building  of  an 
Interdenominational  Chapel  at  Angola 
State  Prison. 

This  project  is  supported  by  some  of 
the  major  denominations  in  the  state. 

The  plans  have  been  drawn  and 
pamphlets  about  the  details  have  been 
printed. 

The  District  Superintendents  recently 
distributed  these  among  the  pastors. 

The  proposed  chapel,  to  cost  an 
estimated  $350,000,  will  be  located  in  the 
“Big  Yard”  at  Angola  in  the  center  of  the 
main  housing,  dining,  and  recreation 
area  of  the  prison.  The  proposed  chapel 


will  have  a  seating  capacity  of  200, 
offices  for  resident  chaplains, 
classrooms,  library  and  reading  room. 
Angola  Warden  Frank  Blackburn  said, 
“The  chapel  in  this  location  will  be  used 
twelve  to  fourteen  hours  each  day.” 

The  architectural  firm  of  Forte  and 
Tablada  of  Baton  Rouge,  which  does 
most  of  the  work  for  the  state  at  Angola, 
has  been  engaged  for  the  project.  They 
have  been  instructed  to  present  detailed 
plans  and  specifications  to  the 
Committee  by  May  15.  If  the  offerings 
collected  are  sufficient,  the  plans  will  be 
offered  for  bids  and  hopefully 
construction  can  begin  by  mid-summer. 
Upon  completion  the  chapel  will  be 
presented  by  the  churches  to  the  state. 


TV  shows  you’ll  want  to  see 


Four  television  programs  involving 
United  Methodists  have  recently  been 
confirmed  and  will  be  broadcast 
nationally  in  April.  You  should  check 
with  your  local  station  to  see  when  and  if 
the  shows  will  be  broadcast  in  your  area. 

On  Easter  Sunday  Morning  a  one-hour 
special,  “John  Wesley:  The  World  Was 
His  Parish,”  will  air  on  NBC-TV.  This 
show  features  the  re-opening  of  the 
Wesley  Chapel  and  the  Easter  Service  at 
the  Chapel. 

“One  Who  Was  There”  will  be  featured 
on  a  segment  of  the  NBC-TV  “Today 
Show”  on  Friday  morning,  April  13. 
Actresses  Maureen  O’Sullivan  and  Tisa 
Farrow  will  appear  on  the  show  and 
discuss  a  segment  of  the  firm  they 


starred  in.  “One  Who  Was  There”  is  the 
UMC  film  with  a  Holy  Week  theme. 

On  April  1,  ABC-TV  will  show 
“Directions”  which  features  a  prison 
rehabilitation  project  in  Charlotte,  Va., 
directed  by  a  United  Methodist  minister, 
the  Rev.  Fahy  (Skip)  Mullaney,  member 
of  the  West  Ohio  Conference.  It  will  air  in 
the  evening. 

An  animated  program  which  includes 
stories  of  the  Christ  Event  will  be 
broadcast  by  CBS-TV  on  April  1  in  the 
evening.  “The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the 
Wardrobe”  is  produced  by  the  Children’s 
Television  Workshop,  which  also 
produces  “Sesame  Street.  ”  It  is  presented 
by  the  Episcopal  Foundation  and  Kraft- 
col. 


Workshop  planned  to  strengthen 
EMLC priority  emphasis 


BATON  ROUGE  —  A  conference  Work¬ 
shop  on  Christian  Education  for  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Churches  will  be 
Saturday,  April  28  from  9:30  a.m.  to 
2  p.m.  at  Camphor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

All  churches,  especially  ethnic  minority 
churches,  are  invited  to  attend  this  work¬ 
shop  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Committee  on  the  Quadrien- 
nial  Priority  for  the  Ethnic  Minority 


Local  Church.  Rev.  George  W.  Calvin  is 
chairperson  of  this  committee. 

One  of  the  goals  of  the  meeting  is  to 
strengthen  the  work  of  the  church  school 
in  ethnic  minority  churches  in  our  con¬ 
ference.  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  director  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  will 
lead  a  workshop  on  organizing  Sunday 
School  classes. 

Registration  fee  is  $3  per  person. 


Dogwood  Time 
at  Mount  Sequoyah 


Dogwood  Time  At  Mt.  Sequoyah  has 
been  planned  especially  for  retirees  who 
have  found  the  wintry  days  too  confining 
and  who  have  looked  for  an  opportunity 
to  get  out  of  the  “four  walls"  and  breathe 
again  the  freshness  of  God’s  beautiful 
spring  air. 

Rev.  James  Fleming,  pastor  from 
Belton,  Mo.  has  planned  some  unique 
activities  for  the  event,  April  16-19.  Two 
great  ministers  —  Dr.  Louis  W. 


Schowengerdt  from  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
and  Dr.  William  M.  Greenwaldt  from 
Weatherford,  Texas  —  will  enrich  the 
spiritual  life.  There  will  be  opportunities 
to  “drink  in”  God's  handiwork  amid  the 
dogwood  blooms  and  make  one  forget  the 
long,  cold  days  of  winter. 

Registration  is  $15  per  person  and 
there  is  a  fee  of  $46  for  room  and  meals. 
Check  with  your  pastor  for  details. 


Men’s  one-day  rally  set 


A  Saturday,  April  21,  rally  is 
planned  to  inspire  and  inform 
Methodist  Men  across  the 
Conference.  Registration  is  at  9 
a.m.  atPinevilleUMC. 

Allen  Brown  and  Jim  Snead, 
both  from  the  national  Office  of 
United  Methodist  Men  will  be 
speaking.  Also,  Danny  Morris, 
from  the  Upper  Room  will  be 
present.  Morris  is  the  person 
who  heads  up  the  developing 
ministries  where  the  Living 
Prayer  Center  operates. 

The  National  Prayer 
Fellowship,  a  partnership 
between  UM  Men  and  the  Upper 
Room  will  be  one  of  the  items 
discussed.  David  Dietzel,  of  the 


Louisiana  Conference,  who  spent 
four  days  in  Nashville  at  the 
Upper  Room  in  orientation,  will 
be  speaking  about  the  future  of 
the  UM  Men’s  Prayer  ministry 
and  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

“Our  new  thrust  of  the  UM 
Men  that  was  born  at  the  second 
National  Congress  of  UM  Men 
has  brought  a  great  revival  of 
the  exciting  purposes  of  UM 
Men,’’  said  Ernest  Arnold,  who 
is  heading  up  the  one-day  rally. 

“Having  an  organized  men’s 
group  is  not  a  pre-requisite,  but 
all  men  are  urged  to  attend  and 
it  is  hoped  that  every  local 
church  will  be  represented,”  he 
said. 


LSU  Freshman  sent  to  Belize 


Matt  Samson,  a  first  year  student  at 
Louisiana  State  University,  recently 
boarded  a  jet  airliner  in  New  Orleans 
bound  for  Belize  City,  Belize  in  Central 
America. 

Samson  is  the  third  agricultural  intern 
sponsored  in  Belize  by  The  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry  (TUCM)  at  LSU  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

During  his  14-week  tour  of 
responsibility  as  an  intern,  Samson  will 


For  additional  information  about  the 
Agricultural  Intern  Program  or  for 
information  on  ways  individuals  and 
groups  may  become  involved,  please 
contact  The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at 
LSU.  333  East  Chimes  Street,  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 
The  Rev.  William  M  Finnin.  Jr  is 
campus  minister  at  TUCM;  The  Rev. 
Kathy  A.  Clark  is  campus  minister 
intern. 


Della  Faries,  86,  communion  steward  at  Blanchard  UMC,  prepares  the  elements 
for  the  church’s  Holy  Communion. 

At  86,  she  may  retire 

By  RHONDA  JONES 

Della  Faries,  86,  of  Blanchard  says  she’s  just  about  ready  to  retire. 

She  has  worked  at  her  job  about  30  years  —  as  closely  as  she  can 
remember  —  but  now  she  feels  itU>  about  time  to  train  someone  else 
for  it. 

Mrs.  Faries  is  the  communion  steward  for  the  Blanchard  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  each  first  Sunday  of  the  month  she  prepares 
the  elements  for  Holy  Communion. 

She  said  she  began  the  job  when  the  woman  who  was  the  communion 
steward  before  her  became  ill  and  was  not  able  to  do  it.  “Later,  I  took 
it  over,  and  I’ve  been  doing  it  ever  since,”  she  said. 

Mrs.  Faries  calls  her  job  “enjoyable”  and  says  she  feels  it  is  “the 
least  thing  I  could  do.  There  are  such  few  things  I  can  do,  that  I  felt  I 
could  do  that.” 

In  the  30  or  so  years  Mrs.  Faries  has  had  the  communion  steward 
job,  she  has  never  once  forgotten  to  prepare  the  elements  for  the 
church  and  has  only  missed  about  three  Sundays  when  she  had 
surgery.  “I  haven’t  missed  many  days  ...  I  think  I’ve  been  real  lucky 
being  well  to  do  it,”  she  said. 

In  preparing  the  elements  for  communion,  Mrs.  Faries  brings  the 
communion  bread  and  juice  (used  in  the  United  Methodist  church 
instead  of  wine)  to  the  church  and  places  them  in  their  respective 
plates. 

Mrs.  Faries  said  although  she  finds  the  job  enjoyable,  she  believes 
it’s  about  time  someone  else  in  the  church  take  it  over.  “It’s  not  a 
burden  or  anything,  but  I  think  it’s  time  somebody  else  learn  to  do  it.” 

The  Blanchard  church  presented  its  communion  steward  with  a 
silver  cup  last  year  in  honor  of  her  years  of  service  to  the  church.  The 
cup  has  Mrs.  Faries’  name  and  date  of  service  engraved  on  it. 

The  Sunday  Mrs.  Faries  received  the  cup,  church  members  used  it 
for  Holy  Communion  during  the  evening  service. 

But  now,  the  cup  has  been  put  up  for  safekeeping  by  Mrs.  Faries. 
"That  was  the  first  time  anything  like  that  was  ever  given  to  me.  I’m 
real  proud  of  it,”  she  said. 

(Rhonda  Jones  is  coordinator  of  communications  for  Blanchard 
UMC  and  Religion  writer  for  the  ‘Shreveport  Journal. ') 


work  directly  with  the  Belize  National  4- 
H  Center  in  Belmopan,  Belize.  The 
Center  is  the  joint  creation  of  the 
Belizean  government  and  the  Heifer 
Project  International,  a  U.S.  based  inter¬ 
denominational  self-help  agricultural 
agency  which  enjoys  wide  support  in 
United  Methodist  circles  through  both 
UMCOR  and  Church  World  Service. 

Samson  became  interested  in  serving 
as  an  agricultural  intern  upon  learning  of 
the  experiences  of  two  other  members  of 
the  community  at  The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  and  after  participating  in  a 
“World  Hunger  Retreat”  sponsored  by 
TUCM  in  the  fall  of  1978. 

The  director  of  the  4-H  Program  in 
Belize  is  The  Rev.  John  Dieterly,  a 
United  Church  of  Christ  pastor  and 
agricultural  missionary  whose 
experience  in  Ghana  and  the  Sahal  have 
provided  essential  background 
experiences  for  work  in  the  tropical 
environment  of  Belize. 

Funds  for  Matt  Samson’s  work  in 
Belmopan  are  provided  by  churches  in 
and  around  Baton  Rouge,  gifts  from 
individual  persons,  contributions  by 
Methodist  District  agencies,  and  from 
women’s  groups  and  church  school 
classes  within  local  congregations. 

The  agricultural  intern  project  is  an 
integral  part  of  TUCM’s  ministry  within 
the  university,  especially  that  part  of  the 
university  which  daily  addresses  needs 
of  global  agriculture,  and  witji  the  United 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian,  U.S 
churches  in  Louisiana. 


Rare  Holy  Land 
exhibit  coming 
to  Centenary 

SHREVEPORT  -  Methodists  in  the 
state  will  have  a  rare  opportunity  to 
examine  the  early  development  of 
peoples  and  cultures  in  the  Holy  Land 
when  “The  First  4,000  Years :  the  Ratner 
Collection  of  Judaean  Antiquities”  goes 
on  view  at  the  Meadows  Museum  of  Art 
on  the  Centenary  College  Campus.  It  is 
sponsored  by  the  Shreveport  Art  Guild, 
Friends  of  the  Meadows  Museum. 

A  special  reception  will  be  held  Sunday, 
April  1,  from  2  to  5  p.m.  to  open  the 
exhibit.  It  will  remain  on  view  through 
Thursday,  May  10. 

Betty  Ratner,  owner  of  the  collection, 
writes,  “This  collection  tells  of  the  daily 
life  of  the  average  man,  and  therein  lies 
its  great  appeal  for  me.  These  pieces  — 
pottery,  metal,  glass,  stone  —  were 
actually  used.” 
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Around  the  Conference 


Eating  cupcakes 

VINTON  —  Over  200  cupcakes  were 
gobbled  up  by  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Youth  here  recently  and  they 
were  eaten  to  help  the  Special  Advance 
of  World  Hunger. 

Twelve  youths  enlisted  sponsors  to 
pledge  money  for  each  cupcake  eaten. 
Over  $250  was  earned.  The  champion 
cupcake  eater  was  Thor  McCaughey 
who  ate  30!  Rev.  Carolyn  Pullen  is 
minister. 

Taking  on  new  look 

LAKE  CHARLES  -  First  United 
Methodist  Church’s  sanctuary  is  taking 
on  a  new  look  as  renovation  work  is 
being  completed.  The  “new  look" 
includes  fresh  paint,  refinished  pews, 
new  pew  cushions,  new  carpet  and 
needle-point  altar  pads,  according  to 
Dr.  Bill  Adkins  who  is  heading  the 
work.  The  Rev.  Henry  Blount  is  senior 
minister. 

Funds  for  students, 
retirees 

A  $1,000  check  for  the  Pension  Fund 
Drive  and  a  $2,400  check  for  the  Merit 
Award  Scholarships  was  what  the 


United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  recently  presented  to  the 
Conference  treasurer.  Dr.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow  Sr. 

Director  of  the  Foundation,  Dr.  Clyde 
S.  Clark,  said  the  scholarships  would 
be  given  to  needy  and  outstanding 
ministerial  students.  A  special  commit¬ 
tee  will  select  the  recipients. 


Before  Pension 
cards  went  out . . . 

PONCHATOULA  -  Even  before  the 
Pension  Crusade  Pledge  cards  were 
sent  out.  First  UMC  here  had  received 
$1,200  in  cash  for  the  Crusade.  “This  is 
a  little  over  half  of  what  the  church 
needs  to  raise  every  year  for  the  four- 
year  period,"  said  W.  M.  Mitchell, 
church  treasurer.  Jim  Morrow  is 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee, 
while  S.  N.  Fitzmorris  is  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board.  J.  Vernon 
Fairley  is  minister. 


Floyd  UMC  rejoicing 

Floyd  church  recently  began  three 
Sunday  School  classes.  The  church  is 


also  rejoicing  over  the  Youth  Choir  enroll¬ 
ment  of  17.  The  choir  was  only  started 
a  month  ago.  Rev.  Sherman  L.  Beird 
is  pastor. 

Hearing  bells 

SLIDELL  —  Members  at  First  UMC 
are  hearing  bells  and  have  been  for 
about  seven  years  when  the  hand  bell 
choir  ministries  began  at  the  church. 

Recently,  the  ladies  hand  bell  choir, 
The  Jubilee  Belles,  traveled  to  Natchez. 
Miss,  to  perform  at  Grace  UMC.  Mrs. 
Philip  Woodland  also  directs  a  hand 
bell  choir  for  the  senior  high  group  and 
for  the  junior  high  group.  Rev.  J.  P 
Woodland  is  minister. 

Centenary  establishes 
language  center 

SHREVEPORT  -  Centenary  College 
has  established  an  English  Language 
Center  which  will  provide  language 
skills  and  cultural  orientation  to  foreign 
students  and  international  members  of 
the  community. 

The  academic  calendar  will  consist  of 
four,  ten-week  terms,  including  a 
summer  session.  Students  will  enroll  at 
the  beginning  of  each  term.  The  first 


session  began  March  22. 

148-year-old 


hymnal 


LAKE  CHARLES  -  Mrs.  Clara 
Wooten  Hayes  from  First  UMC 
presented  Centenary  College  with  the 
1831  Wesley  Hymnal  she  is  holding. 

The  book,  about  the  size  of  one’s  hand, 
had  been  in  the  family  and  Mrs.  Hayes 
wanted  the  College  to  have  it.  It  has 
been  placed  in  the  Archives  Room  at 
the  school. 
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The  Box  Score 


Results  of  the  “Question  Box”  survey  published  in  TM/UMR’s 
February  23, 1979,  issue.  1,039  total  responses 

1.  An  editorial  entitled  “Will  the  UMC  face  its  identity  crisis?”  in  TM/UMR’s 
February  23  issue  contends  that  “the  United  Methodist  Church  today  critically 
lacks  a  sense  of  basic  identity  and  spiritual  direction.”  Do  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  this  assessment? 

a.  93%  Agree. 

b.  5%  Disagree. 

c.  2%  Uncertain. 

2.  Do  you  believe  that  such  a  problem  can  and  should  be  addressed  by  the 
UMC’s  1980  General  Conference? 

a.  91%  Yes. 

b.  5%  No. 

c.  4%  Uncertain. 

3.  Recognizing  that  the  General  Conference  is  primarily  a  legislative  body 
charged  with  making  policy  and  establishing  future  directions  for  our  church, 
list  one  or  more  concrete  ways  you  think  that  body’s  delegates  might 
appropriately  address  our  church’s  need  for  “basic  identity  and  spiritual 
direction.”  Or,  if  you  disagree  that  this  is  a  critical  need,  is  there  another  basic 
need  you  believe  the  UMC  needs  to  address?  (Numbers  indicate  how  many 
different  persons  offered  this  type  of  suggestion. ) 

a.  205  Reaffirm  biblical  authority  and  focus  church’s  attention  on  biblical 
truth. 

141  Reaffirm  the  “basics"  of  the  Christian  faith  and  Wesleyan  theology 
—  not  a  narrow  credal  statement. 

116  Renewed  emphasis  on  "Christ  Above  All,”  regarding  human  efforts 
and  programs  as  important  but  secondary. 

107  Renewed  emphasis  on  development  of  personal  commitment  to 
relationship  with  Christ. 

97  Renewed  emphasis  on  Christian  morality,  lifestyle,  and  social 
obligations. 

92  Reduce  UMC’s  organizational  emphasis  and  number  of  program 
priorities. 

79  Renewed  emphasis  on  prayer  and  seeking  God’s  will  in  our  lives. 

63  Increased  emphasis  on  evangelism,  witnessing,  and  sharing  the  love 
of  Christ  with  others. 

52  Higher  standards  of  Christian  conduct  and  belief  by  UMC’s  clergy. 

49  Require  more  accountability  from  UMC’s  general  agencies  to  the 
church’s  members. 

47  Devise  a  means  of  polling  and  otherwise  taking  into  account  the  views 
of  the  UMC’s  members  on  major  issues. 

42  Clearly  define  the  doctrinal  beliefs  of  the  UMC. 

41  Abandon  the  UMC’s  social  and  political  involvement. 

37  Increase  the  authority  of  the  UMC’s  bishops. 

36  Seek/allow  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  bring  new  life  to  the  UMC. 


b. 


d. 


f. 


g 

h. 


J- 


1. 


Respondents:  38%  Laymen 
Age  group  of 

respondents :  18  &  under 

0% 


49%  Laywomen 


13%  Ministers 


19-35 

15% 


36-50 

36% 


51-64 

29% 


65  &  over 
20% 
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Editorials * 


Attacks  on  IYC  observance  make 
mockery  of  commitment  to  truth 


Just  as  Christ  told  Pilate  “I  have  come 
into  the  world  to  bear  witness  to  the 
truth,”  Christians  are  unequivocally 
called  to  do  likewise. 

If  for  no  other  reason  than  this,  recent 
attacks  by  some  segments  of  the 
Christian  community  on  the 
“International  Year  of  the  Child” 
observance  are  both  ironic  and 
disturbing. 

Added  to  the  irony  is  the  fact  that  one 
such  attack  has  been  launched  by  a 
group  known  as  “Southwest  Radio 
Church”  which  issues  a  publication 
called  “The  Gospel  Truth." 

The  logic  of  the  charges  being  made 
against  the  “International  Year  of  the 
Child’’  seems  to  go  something  like  this: 
This  emphasis  is  sponsored  by  the  United 
Nations.  The  United  Nations  includes 
communist  countries,  all  of  which  have 
supported  the  idea  for  the  special  year. 
Communists  want  to  destroy  the  United 
States  by  weakening  its  family  structure. 


Therefore,  the  “International  Year  of  the 
Child’’  is  an  effort  to  destroy  families. 

Such  illogical  guilt-by-association  is 
not  only  ludicrous,  but  it  makes  a 
mockery  out  of  the  commitment  of 
Christians  to  truth.  To  judge  the  worth  of 
an  emphasis  not  on  its  own  merits  but  on 
the  basis  of  who  else  may  be  supporting  it 
is  senseless. 

From  our  study  of  the  reasons  behind 
and  the  purposes  for  the  “International 
Year  of  the  Child”  observance,  we  can 
only  reaffirm  that  the  idea  is  a  sound  one. 
Jt  deserves  the  support  of  every 
Christian  who  believes  that  all  children 
should  be  provided  with  food,  shelter, 
education  and  legal  protection. 

If  communist-governed  nations  should 
also  support  this  idea,  we  say:  “Praise 
God.’’ 

If  some  Christians  fail  to  support  it  out 
of  some  misguided  paranoia  over  an 
“international  communist  conspiracy,” 
we  say:  “Lord,  help  us.” 


‘Guilt  by  association’  misguided 


“Guilt-by-association”  and  mis¬ 
representation  of  facts  evidently  are 
not  limited  to  the  pronouncements  of 
alarmist  religious  groups  (see  preceding 
editorial). 

Some  federal  and  state  legislators 
appear  also  to  have  succumbed  to  this 
temptation: 

•  U.S.  Senator  Orrin  G.  Hatch  of  Utah 
recently  launched  a  misguided  attack  in 
a  newsletter  to  his  constituents.  Sen. 
Hatch  chose  in  his  statement  to  “read 
between  the  lines"  of  the  “International 
Year  of  the  Child”  (IYC)  and  draw 
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Readers  address  UMC’s  ‘identity  crisis’ 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

A  recent  editorial  contending  that  the 
UMC  today  “critically  lacks  a  sense  of 
basic  identity  and  spiritual  direction” 
struck  an  unusually  responsive  chord 
with  TM/UMR  readers.  Of  more  than 
1,000  persons  who  responded  to  the 
“Question  Box”  survey  which  appeared 
in  the  same  issue,  93  per  cent  agreed  that 
the  UMC  faces  an  “identity  crisis” 
today.  And  91  percent  said  this  is  an  issue 
which  can  and  should  be  addressed  by 
the  1980  General  Conference  (see  “The 
Box  Score”  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

A  third  question,  which  was  open- 
ended,  allowed  readers  to  suggest 
specifically  how  the  1980  General 
Conference  might  deal  with  this  issue. 
Nearly  1,500  such  suggestions  were 
offered.  The  most  frequent  suggestion  by 
far  was  that  the  General  Conference 
“reaffirm  the  authority  of  the  Bible  and 
focus  the  UMC’s  attention  at  all  levels  on 
the  affirmation  and  living  out  of  biblical 
truth.”  The  second  most  frequent 
suggestion  was  that  the  General 
Conference  “reaffirm  the  ‘basics’  of  the 
Christian  faith  and  Wesleyan  theology  — 
which  is  not  to  be  equated  with  the 
development  of  a  narrow  credal 
statement.” 

The  general  tone  of  the  reader 
comments  did  not  suggest  that  the  UMC 
should  withdraw  or  pull  back  from  its 
social  involvement  or  develop  a  single 
doctrinal  statement  to  which  all  church 
members  should  subscribe.  A  number  of 
readers  lamented  the  relative  emphasis 
placed  on  social  action  and  the  spiritual 
nurture  of  individual  Christians ;  for  the 
most  part,  however,  their  proposed 
solution  was  not  so  much  to  eliminate  the 
former  as  to  elevate  in  prominence  the 
latter  in  the  church’s  life. 

A  number  of  readers  offered 
comments  similar  to  a  Minneapolis 
laywoman  who  said;  “a  pluralistic 
church’s  basic  identity  is  to  be  found  in 
Christ,  and  Christ  alone;  much  more 
churchwide  emphasis  should  be  placed 
on  Christ,  while  placing  less  emphasis  on 
organizational  structures  and  the 
concerns  of  special  interest  groups.” 
Most  of  the  persons  who  differed  with 
TM/UMR’s  editorial  assessment  offered 
comments  like  the  following  from  a 
Miami,  Fla.  layman:  “I  feel  no  lack  of 
identity.  The  spirit  of  Christ  is  truly  at 
work  in  my  local  church.” 

The  overall  response  to  this  survey  was 
larger  than  usual,  and  the  average  age  of 
those  responding  was  somewhat,  lower 
than  usual.  Although  tallied  separately, 
the  responses  of  laymen,  laywomen,  and 
ministers  did  not  vary  significantly. 

Following  are  representative  reader- 
responses  to  the  questions  posed  in  the 
survey: 

Does  the  UMC  Today 
Lack  ‘Basic  Identity  and 
Spiritual  Direction’? 

•  An  Arizona  minister:  “Your  editorial 
hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  We  have  lost  a 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


million  members  in  10  years.  Much  of 
this  is  due  to  the  lack  of  spiritual 
nourishment  and  care.” 

•  A  Lawton,  Okla.  laywoman:  “This  is 
the  reason  so  many  United  Methodists 
are  seeking  spiritual  growth  elsewhere.” 

•  A  South  Butler.  N.Y.  minister:  “Too 
many  of  us  do  not  know  what  we  believe. 
I  think  we  should  boldly  proclaim  the 
basics  of  UM  belief." 

•  A  LaMesa,  N.M.  laywoman:  “When 
some  United  Methodists  believe  the  book 
of  John  was  written  by  John  the  Baptist, 
let’s  face  it:  there  is  a  desperate  need  for 
study  of  the  Bible,  prayer  and  accepting 
Christ  in  our  church.” 

•  A  Kirkwood,  Mo.  laywoman:  “You 
can  believe  almost  anything  and  be  a 
UM.  John  Wesley  would  be  banned  from 
most  of  our  pulpits  today.  It  seems  our 
pluralism  allows  for  everyone  but  the 
Bible-believing  Christian.” 

•  A  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.  laywoman: 
“We  have  become  so  tolerant  and  all-in¬ 
clusive  that  it  is  difficult  to  identify  us  as 
Christians  who  really  believe  in  Christ. 
Instead,  we  are  ‘members  of  the 
church’,” 

•  A  LaSalle,  Ill.  layman:  “In  our 
church,  I  see  too  much  concern  for 
program  and  organization  and  too  little 
emphasis  on  the  love  of  God.  We  need  to 
simplify  the  church’s  structure  and 
mission.  Piling  priorities  on  top  of 
priorities  will  do  no  good.” 

•  A  Florida  minister:  “I  am  a  D.S. 
weighed  down  with  so  much  that  counts 
for  so  little!” 

•  A  Kalamazoo,  Mich,  laywoman:  “I 
believe  strongly  that  as  a  church  we  have 
lost  our  ‘center  of  centers,’  our  focus,  our 
hub.  We’ve  jumped  on  too  many 
bandwagons  and  may  lose  our  souls  in 
the  process.  Where  is  the  balance  of  the 
journey  inward/journey  outward? 
Where  is  the  constancy  of  the  gospel  that 
undergirds  us  as  we  jump  into  the  issues 
that  change  from  generation  to 
generation?  We  may  have  beautiful 
ministries  and  super  programs,  but  if 
they  are  not  bom  of  prayerful,  careful 
roots,  are  they  Christ’s,  or  ours?” 

•  A  Chicago  laywoman:  “I  am  really 
caught  up  in  ‘social  action,’  but  I  feel  we 
are  neglecting  our  spiritual  needs  and 
growth,  and  we  must  find  time  for  a  re¬ 
emphasis  on  our  basic  beliefs  and  faith.” 

•  A  Southwest  Texas  minister:  “Our 
identity  is  smug  affluence  and  our 
direction  is  self-interest  ‘churchianity.’ 
We  willed  it  to  be  that  way." 

•  A  Sundance,  Wyo.  layman:  “If  Jesus 
Christ  was  on  this  earth  now  and  had 
anything  to  do  with  our  UMC 
organization,  he  would  do  the  same  thing 
he  did  to  the  money-changers  in  the 
temple.  He  would  run  them  out.” 

•  A  Western  Pennsylvania  minister:  “I 
lack  no  sense  of  direction.  I  believe  we 
have  a  healthy  pluralism  and  are  not 
really  splintered.” 

•  A  Slidell,  La.  laywoman:  “Perhaps 
our  diversity  in  race,  culture,  economic 
background,  etc.  has  misled  the  editorial 
writer  into  believing  the  UMC  is  both 
fractured  and  wavering,  but  I  feel  it  is 


this  very  diversity  which  broadens  our 
collective  understanding  and  gives  us 
strength.” 

Should,  and  Can,  the 
General  Conference  Address  the 
UMC’s  ‘Identity  Crisis’? 

•  A  Boston.  Mass,  layman:  “It  should, 
but  I’m  not  sure  it  can.  ” 

•  A  Lexington,  Ky.  minister:  “The 
logical  time  to  clarify  and  affirm  the  ‘tie 
that  binds’  UMs  together  is  during  the 
meeting  of  representatives  from  the 
entire  church.” 

•  A  Santa  Clara,  Cal.  laywoman: 
“Giving  priority  to  this  issue  should  set 
the  tone  for  a  more  beneficial  overall 
outcome  of  the  General  Conference.” 

•  An  Amarillo,  Tx.  laywoman:  “Of  all 
the  issues  facing  General  Conference, 
this  is  the  most  desperate  need!  If  the 
conference  does  no  more  than  call 
attention  to  this  or  make  it  a  ‘priority,’  it 
will  have  done  something.” 

•A  Stroudsburg,  Pa.  layman:  “Is  it 
not  somewhat  ridiculous  for  a  church 
which  has  officially  adopted  ‘pluralism’  of 
opinions  and  beliefs  to  seek  a  ‘basic 
identity’?  Only  a  genuine  revival  will 
salvage  much,  and  even  then  many 
would  be  alienated.  ” 

•  A  Caseville,  Mich,  minister:  “Can  we 
separate  legislative  processes  from 
God?  It  is  strange  that  when  Methodism 
gets  together  any  longer  it  is  always  to 
polish  the  machinery.  I  don't  think  that  is 
all  Wesley  did  at  his  conferences.” 

•  A  Houston  layman:  “I  am  very 
grateful  for  your  editorial,  but  has  God 
ever  used  a  legislative  body  to  restore 
life?” 

How  Should  the  UMC’s 
‘Identity  Crisis’ 

Be  Addressed? 

•  A  Rockford,  Ill.  laywoman:  “I  think 
the  UMC  needs  to  reaffirm  John 
Wesley’s  basics.  We  need  plain  biblical 
preaching  and  we  need  to  teach  our 
young  people  about  salvation  and  the 
Holy  Spirit.” 

•  An  Ardmore,  Okla.  laywoman:  "The 
General  Conference  must  look  carefully 
at  the  biblical  picture  of  the  church 
instead  of  looking  at  it  only  as  a  human 
institution.  The  laity  is  crying  out  to  be 
taught  in  a  vital,  relevant  way  how  to  live 
a  lifestyle  that  is  recognizably  Christian, 
and  not  just  respectable.” 

•  An  Alabama  minister:  “A  strong, 
thorough  commitment  to  biblical 
authority  and  our  roots  in  Scripture 
should  be  reaffirmed  clearly  and 
decisively.” 

•  A  Nashville  layman:  “Part  of  the 
problem  can  be  solved  by  a  decision  to 
re-emphasize  basic  elements  of 
Christianity  such  as  prayer,  spiritual 
growth,  and  the  joys  of  being  a  Christian, 
in  simple,  down-to-earth  terms.” 

•  A  Houston  laywoman:  “If  the  church 
is  to  recapture  any  sense  of  authority,  it 
will  have  to  deal  seriously  with  the  fact  of 
biblical  authority.  I  don’t  mean  a  ‘back  to 
the  Bible’  campaign,  or  memorizing  key 


Have  we  forgotten  our  first  calling? 


several  unsupportable  conclusions. 
Based  on  the  way  he  perceives  the 
“goals”  of  persons  supporting  the 
observance,  Sen.  Hatch  levels  charges 
that  the  observance:  (1)  supports 
homosexual  marriages;  (2)  advocates 
abortion  and  government-supervised 
family  planning;  and  (3)  calls  for 
children  to  become  the  responsibility  of 
the  state  rather  than  their  parents. 

•  Legislators  in  the  Texas  House  of 
Representatives  added  a  new  twist  to 
guilt  -  by  -  association  when  they  recently 
refused  to  allow  Mrs.  Andrew  Young, 
U.S.  chairperson  for  IYC,  to  address 
them,  evidently  on  the  basis  of  objections 
by  some  legislators  to  the  foreign  policy 
positions  taken  by  her  husband,  U.N. 
Representative  Andrew  Young. 

We  believe  such  attitudes  on  the  part  of 
our  elected  representatives  are  far  more 
dangerous  to  our  society  than  the  most 
radical  possibilities  which  might  arise 
from  observing  the  “International  Year 
of  the  Child.” 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

With  this  issue  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition  at 
First  UMC  in  Altus,  Oklahoma 
(Oklahoma  Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  530  subscriber-families  at 
First  UMC  will  receive  a  special  edition 
of  TM/UMR  with  their  own  local  church 
news  printed  on  the  front  page,  annual 
conference  news  printed  on  the  back 
page,  and  general  church  news  and 
comment  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  in  Altus  we  say : 
“Welcome."  We  hope  you  find  your  new 
church  newspaper  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
throughout  the  church  we  say  again: 
“Thank  you  for  reading  your  edition  of 
TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The 
United  Methodist  Reporter).” 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  of 
February  23  headlined  “Will  the  UMC 
face  its  identity  crisis?”  As  painful  as  it 
might  be,  it  needed  to  be  said  and  I  am 
thankful  that  it  was  said  in  our  United 
Methodist  Reporter  which  reaches  so 
many  United  Methodist  people. 

Could  it  be  that  amid  the  liberal  and 
evangelical  conflicts,  our  many 
priorities  and  self-interest  groups,  that 
we  have  forgotten  our  first  calling? 

Revelation  2:4  speaks  to  a  situation  at 
Ephesus  and  speaks  to  us  today:  “I  have 
this  against  thee,  that  thou  didst  leave 
thy  first  love.”  Indeed,  who  will  call  us 
back  to  our  primary  task? 

James  M.  Shemwell 

Shlebina,  Missouri 

You  posed  right  question 

To  the  Editor: 

I  deeply  appreciated  your  editorial  of 
February  23  entitled  “Will  the  UMC  face 
its  identity  crisis?”  This  is  exactly  the 
question  that  must  be  faced  by  those  who 
will  be  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference  of  1980.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
by  your  editorials  and  comments  we  as  a 
church  will  be  called  to  accountability 
for  our  part  in  this  lack  of  direction. 

Thomas  S.  Holcomb 

Port  Neches,  Texas 

We  have  basic  purpose 

but  it’s  our  best  kept  secret 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial 
concerning  the  basic  identity  and 
spiritual  direction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  May  I  suggest  that  the 
basic  work  on  this  issue  has  already  been 
accomplished  by  a  past  General 
Conference.  Our  challenge  is  not  to  redo 
that  work  but  to  employ  what  already 
exists. 

I  refer  to  para.  801  of  our  “Book  of 
Discipline.”.  This  is  a  powerful  state¬ 
ment  which  defines  the  mission  of 
our  denomination.  It  is  also  our  “best 
kept  secret.”  There  are  two  things  we 
can  do  about  that. 

First,  we  can  take  that  paragraph  out 
of  its  hiding  place  in  the  middle  of  the 
“Book  of  Discipline”  and  fly  it  like  a 
banner  every  place  United  Methodists 
meet  and  plan.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  vital  purpose.  It  is  tragic 
that  we  have  allowed  our  people  to 
believe  otherwise. 

Second,  every  program  proposal 
before  the  General  Conference  can  be 
evaluated  in  light  of  that  mission 
statement.  Regardless  of  the  final 


decisions,  that  perspective  will  help 
refocus  us  all  on  our  central  purpose. 

David  J.  Lawson 
Bloomington,  Indiana 
There  are  prophetie  voices 
but  we’re  not  listening 

Our  "United  Methodist  Church  has 
already  called  us  to  deeper  commitment 
but  the  average  layperson  is  not  heeding. 

Over  and  over,  I  have  heard  that  Jesus 
calls  us  to  be  disciples  not  just  believers: 
that  we  are  to  love  God  and  reach  out  in 
love  to  others  —  becoming  servants  in 
Christ’s  name  —  and  that  God  (through 
the  Holy  Spirit)  will  give  us  the 
wherewithal!  to  accomplish  what  he 
wants  done  in  the  world. 

Too  many  local  laypersons  think  of 
the  church  as  a  safe  haven  from  the 
wicked  world  —  where  they  are  being 
saved  for  a  kingdom  yet  to  come.  The 
local  congregation  is  becoming  indrawn 
—  either  as  fundamentalists  or  charis- 
matics  —  while  the  upper  echelons 
are  crying  out  for  involvement  in  the 
world.  For  instance:  Our  church  offers 
many  studies  with  deeply  searching 
questions  for  the  laity  to  use.  But  the 
local  people  are  rejecting  these  in  favor 
of  literature  from  other  publishers 
because  they  prefer  Bible  studies  that  do 
not  touch  the  way  that  they  live  their 
lives  now.  It  is  much  simpler  to  study 
questions  with  definite  answers  quoted 
from  the  Bible  than  to  search  one’s  own 
soul  for  meaning. 

There  is  widespread  distrust  of  leaders 
in  our  church  as  well  as  in  our  nation  and 
world.  There  is  also  widespread  side¬ 
stepping  of  the  responsibility  of  legal 
participation  (voting)  in  the  politics  of 
both  church  and  nation.  People  feel  that 
they  no  longer  have  any  voice  in  policy¬ 
making,  yet  they  do  not  recognize  that  it 
is  their  own  non-involvement  that 
continues  to  make  them  feel  left  out. 

The  first  century  Christians  did  not 
comprehend  what  Christ  meant  about 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  the  average 
layperson  today  is  not  understanding  any 
better. 

I  do  not  know  how  the  General 
Conference  of  1980  can  address  this 
problem  in  a  concrete  way.  I  have  no 
idea  what  it  will  take  to  wake  people  up  to 
being  Christ's  agents  in  the  world.  I  just 
know  that  there  are  prophetic  voices 
among  the  leaders  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  today,  just  as  there 
have  been  through  the  past  ages,  and 
that  most  people  are  still  not  listening  — 
and  therein  lies  the  problem ! 

Barbara  L.  Startup 
Willborn.  Florida 


Christ’s  message  diluted; 

back  to  the  basics 

To  the  Editor: 

I  applaud  your  February  23  editorial. 
There  is  a  hunger  abroad  in  the  land  that 
cannot  be  fulfilled  by  mere  church 
attendance  and  activity.  The  striving  for 
sophistication  by  pastors  and  parish¬ 
ioners  alike  has  diluted  the  only  mes¬ 
sage  we  should  seek  or  project  — 
that  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  saving 
grace.  The  message  can  be  expressed 
through  our  work  and  activities  only  if 
others  see  it  working  in  us. 

Are  we  too  blase  to  respond  to  a  call  for 
prayer  and  fasting?  Would  a  church 
revival  be  embarrassing  not  only  to 
ministers  but  members  as  well?  Have  we 
forgotten  that  Jesus  spoke  to  hearts  and 
changed  lives  because  His  sermons  were 
simple  and  direct? 

As  parents  are  demanding  of  educators 
“Back  to  the  basics,"  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  sense  this  same 
need  in  our  church. 

Anita  Niles 
Lebo,  Kansas 


verses  of  scripture;  I  mean  some  way  of 
recognizing  the  genuine  place  of  biblical 
authority  in  our  corporate  and  private 
lives;  a  way  of  realizing  that  I  am  not  the 
most  important  thing  or  the  final 
authority  in  my  life.  There  has  been  a 
prior  claim  made  on  my  life  by  Christ.” 

•  An  eastern  Kentucky  minister: 
“While  not  ignoring  the  social  needs 
around  us,  we  must  be  motivated  to 
proclaim  the  life-changing  power  of  God 
in  Christ.  The  transcendent  reality  that 
God  is  present  with  us  must  permeate 
our  consciousness.  We  are  splintering 
because  we  have  forgotten  our  main 
purpose,  which  is  to  serve  God,  proclaim 
Christ,  and  help  others.” 

•  A  Canton,  Ohio  layman:  “The 
General  Conference  should  make  clear 
that  social  action,  though  necessary,  is 
no  substitute  for  the  evangelization  of 
individuals.” 

•  A  Plaiston,  N.H.  laywoman: 
“Evangelicals  and  liberals  both  need  to 
be  called  to  the  Christian  style  of  life  that 
involves  personal  salvation  in 
relationship  to  the  whole  creation  —  a 
changed  people  who  are  known  as 
Christ’s  by  their  lifestyles.” 

•  A  Denver  laywoman:  “I  am  a 
member  of  a  very  fine  and  friendly  UM 
church.  But  I  miss  something.  I  wish 
there  were  opportunities  throughout  the 
year,  as  part  of  the  regular  worship 
service,  for  people  —  members  or  non¬ 
members  —  to  make  definite 
commitments  to  Christ  and  His  service, 
with  the  supporting  faith  and  love  of  the 
church  family.  Isn’t  this  what  we’re 
supposed  to  be  about?  ” 

•  A  Raleigh,  N.C.  laywoman:  “The 
Episcopal  Address  by  our  bishops  should 
set  the  tone  for  General  Conferences, 
focusing  on  commitment  to  God  as  led  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  revealed  through  the 
life  of  Jesus.” 

•  A  Northern  California  minister: 
“Require  that  each  interest  group 
present  a  definite  analysis  of  how  its 
proposals  will  further  God’s  purpose  and 
how  it  relates  to  humanity’s  total  need.” 

•  An  East  Ohio  minister:  “The 
delegates  should  all  take  the  first  day  off 
for  prayer  and  Bible  study.  The  problem 
is  servanthood,  not  agenda.  It’s  a  heart 
problem,  not  a  legislative  problem.” 

•  A  Perkasie,  Pa.  layman:  “On  the 
basis  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  the  General 
Conference  should  ‘seek  ye  first  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness, 
and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto 
you’.” 

•  A  San  Francisco  laywoman:  “Trust 

must  be  restored  before  identity  can  be 
established.  I  do  not  know  how  to  do 
either.  But  laity  tends  to  think  general 
church  leaders  lack  faith  in  the  power  of 
God  and  try  to  be  God  themselves.  Try 
prayer.”  iU1 

•  A  South  Dakota  minister:  ‘‘Call  for 
each  church  in  the  denomination  to  write 
its  own  mission  statement  with  the 
guidelines  of  Scripture,  tradition,  reason, 
and  experience  as  criteria,  and  set  goals 
to  implement  that  mission.” 

•  A  Birchtree,  Mo.  laywoman:  “I 
would  suggest  the  development, 
distribution  and  tabulation  of  a 
questionnaire  for  every  member  of  the 
UMC  to  fill  out  relevant  to  the  church 
programs  they  feel  are  important.  Our 
church  has  grown  so  large  that  the 
individual  member  feels  that  he  has  no 
share  in  its  decisions.  ” 

•  An  Austin,  Tx.  minister:  “The 
General  Conference  should  hear  periodic 
reports  during  its  sessions  from  local 
churches  where  Christ  is  dynamically  at 
work  in  order  for  delegates  to  be 
reminded  where  the  real  action  is.” 

•A  Boulder,  Colo,  laywoman: 
“Structure  the  General  Conference  so 
that  three-fourths  of  the  time  is  spent 
dealing  with  our  mission  to  the  world, 
and  one-fourth  dealing  with  internal 
issues.” 

•  A  Central  Illinois  minister: 
“Redefine  pluralism,  or  at  least  try  to 
come  up  with  a  more  specifically  defined 
‘core’  of  faith.  We  are  having  such  rotten 
luck  with  evangelism  because  we  don’t 
know  what  we  believe.” 

•  A  Weed,  Cal.  laywoman:  “I  think 
your  editorial  and  Question  Box  are  a 
good  beginning  toward  dealing  with  the 
UMC’s  needs.  My  only  further  suggestion 
is,  if  you  haven’t  already,  put  it  in  God’s 
hands,  then  do  what  He  gives  you  to 
follow.” 
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Agency  faces  up  to 
sexuality  controversy 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  -  “If  the  church  can’t 
face  critical  issues,  then  where  do  our 
people  go?”  With  that  question  the  chief 
executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  placed  two  controversial  issues 
of  human  sexuality  on  the  board’s 
agenda  here  Mar.  22-25. 

The  two  issues  mentioned  by  the 
board’s  executive.  Dr.  Melvin  Talbert, 
were  a  packet  of  materials  offered  by  the 
board  to  parents  with  homosexual 
children  and  a  human  sexuality  seminar 
sponsored  by  the  board.  Questions  had 
been  raised  about  the  few  materials  in 
the  packet  on  homosexuality  which 
reflected  the  official  position  of  the  UMQ 
on  homosexuality.  The  human  sexuality 
seminar  has  aroused  controversy  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  showing  of  several  films 
depicting  explicit  sexual  activity. 

On  the  first  issue,  board  members 
voted  to  “reaffirm  the  development  and 
distribution  of  the  resource  packet 
‘Homosexuality  and  Families.’  ” 
However,  they  also  voted  to  add  “biblical 
and  theological  resources  that  will 
enable  persons  to  use  the  resources  in  the 
light  of  the  Christian  faith”  and  to  drop 
one  pamphlet  from  the  packet. 

Bishop  Dale  White,  New  Jersey  Area 
episcopal  leader  and  chairperson  of  the 
board’s  Standing  Committee  on  Family 
Ministries  told  the  board  that  any  time 
one  “moves  on  frontiers  of  culture  which 
have  been  taboo,”  some  people  will  be 
offended.  “But  our  prayer  is  that  our 
church  will  not  retreat  from  responsible 
ministries  to  people  just  because  some 
folk  kick  up  waves.” 

On  the  second  issue,  the  board 
accepted  a  proposal  to  suspend 
immediately  the  showing  of  the 
controversial  films  until  a  committee  of 
15  persons  could  review  and  evaluate 
their  usefulness  in  the  seminars.  The 
committee  to  be  selected  by  the 
president  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  Virginia 
Area,  is  to  have  six  members  from  the 
board,  three  staff  persons  and  six 
persons  from  the  denomination  at  large. 

In  other  business,  the  board  members 
sent  back  to  the  film  committee  for 
further  review  and  editing  a  new  film  on 
evangelism  and  church  growth, 
premiered  during  the  board  meeting  and 


actions  of  a  United  Methodist  general 
board  make  to  people  in  the  local 
congregation? 

They  make  a  significant  difference, 
several  members  and  an  executive  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  told 
TM/UMR  here  last  week  —  especially 
when  that  board  relates  to  a  large 
number  of  concerns  common  to  the  life  of 
a  congregation. 

Among  the  reasons  they  offered: 

•  The  board  serves  as  a  bridge  in 
translating  General  Conference 
legislation  into  practical  and  workable 
approaches  for  the  local  church,  said  a 
Tennessee  pastor. 

•  All  of  the  board’s  resources, 
programs  and  staff  are  aimed  to  help  the 
local  church  in  evangelism,  worship, 
stewardship,  curriculum  materials, 
youth  ministry,  lay  life,  Council  on 
Ministries,  prayer  and  devotional  life, 
said  a  Texas  laywoman. 

•  The  board’s  primary  responsibility  is 
to  assist  the  annual  conference,  district 
and  local  church  in  helping  people 
become  alive,  vital  and  growing  Christian 
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scheduled  as  a  part  of  the  UMC’s  thrust 
in  evangelism.  The  Rev.  Lindy  Waters,  a 
member  of  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference  and  pastor  of  the 
Dallas  Indian  UMC.  Dallas,  led  a  chorus 
of  protests  that  ethnic  minority 
congregations,  small  membership 
churches  and  women  were  not  signifi¬ 
cantly  portrayed  in  the  film  and  that 
additional  footage  to  the  film 
representing  those  concerns  should  be 
considered. 

The  32-minute  color  film.  “Finding  the 
Way  Forward”  is  the  first  film  in  nearly 
20  years  on  evangelism  produced  by  the 
denomination  and  cost  approximately 
$60,000.  It  features  Five  growing  UM 
congregations  and  identifies  some 
avenues  of  growth  common  to  all  five. 

Growth  reported 

Board  members  heard  that 
membership  losses  in  the  UMC  should 
“bottom  out”  in  1981.  According  to 
figures  and  trends  compiled  by  the  staff, 
the  church  should  begin  growing  again  in 
the  mid-1980s.  Seventeen  annual 
conferences  (out  of  the  total  of  73) 
reported  increases  in  membership  for 
1978.  And  16  of  the  17  also  showed 
increases  in  church  school  attendance, 
the  staff  said. 

While  the  staff  admitted  the 
“Comprehensive  Plan  of  Evangelism” 
and  the  “Decision  Point:  Church  School” 
programs  had  started  slowly  in  the 
denomination,  they  stressed  to  the  board, 
the  importance  of  linking  the  two 
emphases  together  in  helping  the  church 
reach  more  people  for  Christ;  enable 
persons  to  grow  as  church  members 
and  active  Christians. 

Among  other  items  of  business  the 
board : 

•  received  the  treasurer’s  report 
showing  "income  over  expenses”  of  $1.6 
million  for  last  year,  due  primarily  to  the 
$1.2  million  balance  generated  by  record 
high  sales  of  $5.1  million  by  “The  Upper 
Room;” 

•  voted  to  request  $500,000  a  year  to 
support  an  emphasis  on  the  family 
during  the  1981-84  quadrennium ; 

•  will  seek  to  prepare  in  a  single 
volume  a  revised  edition  of  the  hymnal 
and  the  book  of  worship  to  be  available  in 
1986; 

•  adopted  a  new  definition  and  purpose 
of  evangelism. 


disciples,  said  the  board’s  chief 
executive. 

The  Rev.  Melvin  Talbert,  the  board’s 
top  executive  since  1973,  said  that  at  one 
time  church  leaders  considered  naming 
the  board  the  “Board  of  the  Local 
Church”  instead  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  due  to  the  large  number  of 
concerns  it  deals  with  that  are  directly 
related  to  congregational  life. 

To  carry  out  its  tasks,  the  board 
employs  110  professional  staff  persons 
(43  of  those  just  for  church  school 
curriculum).  It  operates  on  an  annual 
budget  of  $4.6  million  plus  $5.2  million 
generated  by  and  for  “The  Upper 
Room.”  Policy,  program  and  evaluation 
are  set  by  93  board  members  elected  for 
four-year  terms  —  providing  a  cross- 
section  of  UM  membership  in  categories 
of  sex,  race,  age,  geographical  location, 
clergy  and  lay  —  who  meet  twice  a  year. 

Judy  Gilreath  of  Sulphur  Springs. 
Texas  who  is  in  her  second  term,  said 
that  in  the  pages  of  “Interpreter”  (UMC’s 
program  magazine)  “you  will  see  that 
most  of  the  monthly  helps  for  local 
church  officials  come  from  Board  of 
Discipleship  writers." 

The  Rev.  Doyle  Masters  who  came  on 
the  board  in  1976,  believes  the  board 
helps  the  local  church  people  lift  their 
vision  beyond  their  own  church.  The 
pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Memphis. 
Tenn.,  said,  “John  Wesley  told  us  the 
world  was  his  parish.  But  we  have  often 
twisted  that  to  say  ‘The  parish  is  my 
world.’  The  Board  of  Discipleship  helps 
us  put  the  local  congregation  in 
perspective.  For  instance,  the  three 
missional  priorities  of  the  denomination, 
world  hunger,  ethnic  minority,  local 
churches  and  evangelism  were  put  into 
specific  approaches  at  the  local  level  by 
the  board.” 


Welcome  home 

When  President  Carter  returned 
here  early  March  14  from  his  history- 
making  talks  toward  Middle  East 
peace,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews  was  among  those 
on  hand  to  welcome  him  at  the 
airport.  Bishop  Mathews  of  the 
Washington  Area  was  one  of  several 
religious  leaders  who  received  a 
special  invitation  from  the  White 
House  to  go  to  nearby  Andrews  Air 
Force  Base  for  the  President’s 
arrival.  Mr.  Carter’s  talks  with 
Egyptian  President  Anwar  Sadat  and 
Israeli  Prime  Minister  Menachem 
Begin  were  expected  to  pave  the  way 
for  a  peace  treaty  between  the  two 
countries. 

To  the  point  —  sort  of 

A  letter  to  the  editor  in  the 
February  issue  of  the  evangelical 
“Moody  Monthly"  magazine  in 
Chicago  states:  “Ordinarily  I  am  not 
the  kind  of  person  to  write  letters  to 
magazine  editors.  However,  in  this 
case  I  felt  I  had  to.”  End  of  letter. 


Triumphs 
by  Tiffany 


PITTSBURGH  —  Viewers  —  like 
the  Roman  guards  depicted  in  stained 
glass  —  react  with  amazement  to  the 
bright  light  which  shines  through  this 
Resurrection  Morn"  window  here  at 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church. 

Created  at  the  height  of  the 
Victorian  Era  by  Lewis  Comfort 
Tiffany  in  1893,  the  three  Tiffany 
windows  today  are  a  priceless 
showcase  of  the  noted  glass  worker’s 
versatility  and  skill. 

Commissioned  86  years  ago  when 
Tiffany  represented  the  eipitome  of 
taste  and  elegance,  each  window  cost 
$3,500.  The  themes  are  “Resurrection 
Morn,"  “Ascension,”  and  "St.  John’s 
Vision  on  Patmos.” 

When  completed  the  windows  were 
considered  so  beautiful  that  they  were 
sent  to  the  Chicago  World  Exposition 
in  1893  to  represent  America's 
contribution  to  the  world  of  religious 


CALVARY  UMC  PHOTOS 


WATS  line 


triples  calls 
for  prayer 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  -  “Hello.  This  is  the 
Upper  Room  Living  Prayer  Center.  May 
I  help  you?” 

“Yes,  I  have  a  prayer  request  for  my 
mother  who  is  going  to  have  surgery 

And  so  it  goes  at  an  average  of  10 
telephone  calls  an  hour  during  the  peak 
period  each  day  here  at  the  prayer  center 
operated  by  “The  Upper  Room,” 
publishers  of  a  daily  devotional  booklet 
used  around  the  world 

Since  a  toll-free  WATS  line  has  been 
added  Recently  to  the  center,  the  number 
of  calls  has  more  than  tripled,  say  center 
officials. 

During  February  2,600  prayer  requests 
were  phoned  in,  serviced  by  more  than  70 
trained  volunteers,  and  relayed  to  283 
chartered  prayer  groups  in  local 
churches  across  37  states  and  into 
Canada  and  Mexico.  Officials  say  the  two 
major  categories  of  requests  for  prayer 
are  personal  spiritual  growth  matters 
and  physical  illness  of  others. 

The  United  Methodist  Men,  through  its 
local  church  chapters,  has  totally 
underwritten  the  WATS  line.  They  pay 
$1,650  per  month  for  seven  in-coming 
lines  to  the  center. 

The  toll-free  number  is  1-800-251-2468. 


Medical  pioneer  is  active  UM 

Nationwide  recognition  has  come  to 
a  member  of  Missouri  UMC, 
Columbia,  Mo.,  for  his  pioneering 
work  in  the  use  of  a  new  form  of 
dialysis  or  blood  purification.  He  is 
Dr.  Karl  Nolph,  a  nephrologist 
(kidney  specialist)  at  the  University 
of  Missouri  Medical  Center.  Wtih  his 
wife  Georgia,  also  a  doctor,  Dr.  Nolph 
is  active  at  the  Missouri  church, 
where  he  serves  on  the  Council  on 
Ministries.  Dr.  Karl  Nolph's  work  was 
featured  in  a  recent  issue  of  “Time” 
magazine.  He  is  considered  a 
worldwide  authority  on  a  device 
known  as  continuous  ambulatory 
peritoneal  dialysis,  described  as  the 
closest  thing  yet  to  a  completely 
portable  internal  artificial  kidney. 

What  a  birthday! 

When  Phoenix  (Arix.)  District 
Superintendent  Thomas  K.  Farley 
advised  pastors  recently  to  liven  up 
their  charge  conferences,  he  little 
realized  how  quickly  Paradise  UMC 
would  take  that  advice.  But  what  can 
you  expect  when  the  district 


General  agencies  can  make 
difference  to  local  churches 

"tM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  -  What  difference  do  the 
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‘Part-time’  pastors  backed 

Study  group  proposes  to  end  guaranteed  appointments 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

CHICAGO  —  Proposals  to  eliminate 
“guaranteed  appointments”  for  United 
Methodist  ministers  and  to  let  them  work 
part-time  were  made  here  last  week  by  a 
national  study  group. 

The  Commission  to  Study  the  Itineracy 
presented  its  report  to  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  the  denomination’s 
agency  which  handles  clergy  matters,  at 
its  meeting  March  19-20.  The  proposals 
were  referred  to  its  legislative 
committee  and  the  division  will  act  on 
them  in  October. 

The  commission  also  proposed 
“tightened”  relations  between  clergy  on 
special  appointments  and  local  churches 
and  annual  conferences,  a  “spelling  out" 
of  the  process  for  moving  ministers  and 
further  opening  the  doors  of  the  itineracy 
to  women  and  ethnic  pastors. 

Steps  to  help  the  church  “restore 
troubled  clergy  to  full  ministry.”  as  well 
as  to  help  those  leave  the  profession  who 
are  “experiencing  a  lifetime  of  failure,” 
were  proposed  to  the  division  by  another 
national  study  group  on  “exit  proce¬ 
dures.”  Both  studies  were  mandated  by 
the  1976  General  Conference  and  their 
reports  are  now  the  responsibility  of  the 
ministry  division. 

Among  recommendations  on  “exiting” 
is  one  to  create  a  complaints  committee 
to  replace  the  present  Committee  on 
Investigation.  The  measure  would 
eliminate  the  possibility  of  any 
clergyperson  being  forced  into  a  church 
trial.  The  accused  could  choose  a 
remedial  course  of  action  and/or  “exit,” 
or  the  trial  option. 

If  adopted,  changes  would  occur  in  the 
following  five  areas  of  the  UMC’s  policy 
concerning  ordained  ministers: 

•  Eliminate  guaranteed  appointments. 
Starting  in  1981,  receiving  an 
appointment  will  depend  on  whether  an 
ordained  UM  minister  with  full 
conference  membership  meets  three 
requirements  annually:  (1)  indicates  a 
willingness  to  be  available  for 
appointment;  (2)  is  evaluated  annually 
in  terms  of  pastoral  effectiveness  by  the 
pastor-parish  relations  committee  and 
district  superintendent;  and  (3) 
participates  annually  in  a  continuing 
education  program. 

“These  are  attempts  to  overcome  the 
mediocrity  which  guaranteed 
appointments  have  tended  to  foster," 
said  the  Rev.  Don  Treese,  top  executive 
for  the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 
Until  his  recent  election  to  the  post,  he 
headed  the  study  commission. 

•  Allow  less-than-full-time  employ¬ 
ment  in  ministry.  For  the  first  time 
ordained  UM  clergy  would  have  the 
option  of  holding  a  ministry  position  that 
is  less  than  full-time  while  retaining  their 
basic  rights  to  pensions  and  conference 
membership. 

Built  into  the  proposal  is  an  eight-year 
limit  on  this  option  and  a  required  annual 
review.  Selection  of  this  option  must  be 
by  the  individual;  no  one  is  to  be  forced 
into  it,  the  commission  says. 

This  option  would  create  “greatly 
needed  flexibility”  in  the  system,  the 
commission  maintains.  Groups 


ATLANTA  (UMC)  —  In  an  unexpected 
display  of  ecumenism  bishops  of  four 
Methodist  denominations  have  issued  a 
statement  suggesting  to  their  respective 
General  Conferences  that  “some  formal 
arrangement  be  developed  for  the 
regular  consulting  together  by  these  four 
churches  which  have  so  much  in 
common.” 

Seventy-five  bishops  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church 
convened  here  March  15-16  in  the  first 
such  meeting  in  history.  They  represent 
a  constituency  of  more  than  14  million 
Methodists  throughout  the  world. 

In  a  five-page  “message  to  people 
called  Methodists"  they  said,  “It  could 
be  that  such  regular  consultation  might 
lead  eventually  to  arrangement  foi 
mutual  planning  and  working  togethe 
and,  in  time  perhaps,  to  further  steps.” 

The  message  cited  the  common  faith 
and  discipline,  witness,  ministry  and 
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superintendent  spends  his  birthday 
evening  conducting  a  charge 
conference  —  other  than  a  birthday 
cake  out  of  which  pops  a  lovely 
teenaged  girl?  Shane  Baltimore,  after 
jumping  through  the  cardboard  cake, 
went  into  the  audience  and  gave  Mr. 
Farley  a  real  cake,  complete  with 
candles,  while  the  congregation  sang 
their  “Happy  Birthday”  greetings. 


especially  helped,  the  committee  says, 
would  be  clergy  couples,  dual  career 
families,  clergy  with  health  problems 
and  clergy  wanting  to  take  advantage  of 
continuing  education  opportunities.  Also 
benefitting  would  be  churches  which 
cannot  afford  a  full-time  pastor. 

•  Tighten  up  special  appointments. 
Proposals  emphasize  that  special 
appointments  to  ministries  beyond  the 
local  church  are  part  of  the  UM  system 
but  also  demand  greater  accountability 
of  such  persons,  Mr.  Treese  said. 

•  Spell  out  the  process  of  moving 
ministers.  “We  heard  across  the  church 
that  appointment-making  and  use  of  the 
‘consultative  process'  is  far  from 
uniform,”  Mr.  Treese  reported.  He  said 
the  evidence  is  “overwhelming”  that 
there  is  little  or  no  consultation 
happening  and  that  it  is  very  uneven. 
(Consultation  is  to  include  the  bishop, 
district  superintendent,  pastor  and  local 
church  pastor-parish  relations  com¬ 
mittee  in  negotiating  appointments. ) 

Bishop  James  Ault  of  the  Philadelphia 
Area,  and  chairperson  of  the  division, 
questioned  whether  “adding  more 
verbage”  to  the  UMC’s  “Book  of 
Discipline”  would  do  any  good  when 
nothing  is  being  done  to  assist  the 
persons  related  to  the  process.  He  and 
several  other  district  superintendents 
present  said  the  “consultative  process” 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO  —  An  appeal  to  publish  a 
footnote  on  ministerial  character 
omitted  from  United  Methodism’s  1976 
“Book  of  Discipline”  was  issued  here  last 
week. 

The  footnote  —  which  was  drafted  in 
response  to  thousands  of  petitions 
concerning  the  ordination  of  practicing 
homosexuals  —  was  adopted  by  the  1976 
General  Conference  but  not  published  in 
the  1976  “Book  of  Discipline." 

The  circulation  now  of  a  special 
“errata”  sheet  “would  diffuse  the  issue 
some  are  intending  to  make  of  (the 
ordination  of  homosexuals)  in  1980,"  said 
the  Rev.  Donald  Treese,  top  executive 
for  the  UMC’s  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  which  met  March  19-20  (See 
related  story  elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

The  division,  which  is  the 
denomination’s  general  agency  for 
dealing  with  clergy  matters,  appealed  to 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
to  issue  such  an  “errata”  sheet.  The 
division  also  adopted  the  footnote  as  its 
position  concerning  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals. 

Mr.  Treese  reported  that  both  he  arrd 
Dr.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief  executive  for 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  requested  the  publication 
several  weeks  ago  but  have  not  yet 
received  a  reply . 

The  reason  reported  for  the  footnote’s 
omission  is  that  the  “Discipline’s” 
editing  team  felt  its  inclusion 
unnecessary  since  all  of  the  material  in 


episcopacy,  and  commitment  of  the  four 
denominations  and  characterized  the 
Methodists  as  “the  spiritual  children  of 
John  Wesley.” 

While  noting  the  commonality  in  the 
faith,  the  message  points  to  “social  gains 
yet  to  be  made  if,  in  accordance  with  the 
prayer  of  our  Lord,  his  kingdom  is  to 
‘come  upon  earth.’  ”  Particular  social 
concerns  mentioned  were  racism, 
poverty,  exploitation,  unemployment, 
inadequate  housing,  inferior  education, 
insufficient  health  care,  injustice,  and 
concern  for  the  rights  of  women,  children 
and  the  elderly.” 

The  message  further  stated,  “If  our 
churches  called  Methodist  were  now  to 
take  these  issues  with  the  utmost 
seriousness,  we  who  are  called  to  social 
holiness  in  our  collective  strength  might 
effect  the  drastic  remedies  our  society 
cries  for  in  America,  Africa  particularly 
southern  Africa,  Asia  and  the  isles  of  the 
sea." 

Recognizing  a  mutual  emphasis  upon 
personal  and  social  redemption,  church 
organization  and  the  dream  “of  a  new 
world  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness,” 
the  bishops  said,  “We  need  to  go  even 
further  in  our  mutual  understanding  of 
our  separate  histories  and  traditions  and 
reciprocally  to  honor  them.” 

They  reminded  the  people  called 
Methodists  of  gains  made  in  the 
respective  churches  in  the  nearly  200- 
year  history  of  Methodism  in  America. 
The  gathering  here  was  the  first  ever  of 
all  bishops  of  the  four  denominations. 


now  takes  all  their  time  from  January  up 
to  annual  conference  sessions. 

•  Open  the  itineracy.  In  order  to  boost 
the  placement  of  ethnic  and  women 
pastors,  the  commission  proposes  that  a 
jurisdictional  committee  on  ordained 
ministry  conduct  an  annual  survey  of 
each  conference  in  December  to 
determine  the  “supply  and  demand 
situation.” 

The  findings  would  be  reported  to  each 
conference  cabinet  and  publicized  across 
the  church  so  that  women  and  ethnic 
persons  could  apply  where  there  was 
certified  need  for  pastors. 

In  urging  support  for  the  recommen¬ 
dations  of  the  “exit  procedures”  study 
group,  the  Rev.  David  Lawson,  chair¬ 
person  of  Bloomington,  fnd.,  said  they 
should  be  viewed  as  “redemptive”  and 
“compassionate”  tools  which  the  church 
needs  to  handle  troubled  and  ineffective 
clergy. 

He  said  the  highest  insensitivity  is  for 
the  church  to  allow  persons  experiencing 
a  lifetime  of  failure  in  the  present  system 
to  continue  year  after  year,  move  after 
move,  without  the  courage  to  change  or 
the  helping  hand  to  get  out. 

“The  compassionate  way  is  to  identify 
the  trouble,  substantiate  it,  plan 
remedial  action  to  restore  the  person  to 
full  ministry  if  possible,  and,  if  not,  to 
move  the  person  out.” 


the  footnote  is  already  included  in  other 
sections  of  the  “Discipline.” 

The  footnote  was  drafted  originally  by 
the  1976  General  Conference  legislative 
committee  on  higher  education  and 
ministry.  The  committee  said  in  its 
report  to  the  delegates  that  the  footnote 
was  an  attempt  “to  be  responsive  to  the 
number  of  petitions  concerning  the 
ordination  of  homosexual  persons.” 
(Petitions  to  the  General  Conference  are 
specific  requests  for  changes  in  church 
law.) 

The  committee  recommended 
adoption  of  the  statement  and 
publication  as  a  footnote  to  Par.  404 
(Candidacy  for  Ordained  Ministry). 
General  Conference  delegates  adopted 
the  report  with  the  deletion  of  one 
sentence:  “The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  moved  away  from  prohibition  of 
specific  acts,  for  such  prohibitions  can  be 
endless.” 

As  adopted,  the  footnote  reaffirms  the 
present  language  of  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  regarding  the  character  and 
commitment  of  persons  seeking 
ordination  and  reaffirms  its  high 
standards. 

Following  this  introduction  there  is  an 
outline  —  with  references  to  specific 
disciplinary  paragraphs  —  of  the 
character  and  commitment  required  of 
ministers  and  the  eight  steps  to  be 
followed  in  the  examination  of 
candidates. 

Further,  it  states  that  “all  pastors  are 
accountable  as  to  character  and 
effectiveness  to  the  annual  conference 
throughout  their  entire  ministry.” 

‘Selective 

giving’ 

opposed 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON  —  The  agency  responsible 
for  coordinating  and  evaluating  the 
national  programs  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  joined  one  of  its 
committees  in  opposing  the  concept  of 
“selective  giving”  for  basic  church  fund¬ 
raising. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
( GCOM ) ,  meeting  here  March  9-12,  voted 
unanimously  to  “go  on  record  as  opposed 
to  any  proposal  that  would  subject  World 
Service  to  a  process  of  selective  giving.” 

The  GCOM  action,  approved  without 
debate,  concurred  with  a  resolution 
passed  earlier  by  its  Advance 
Committee,  which  is  responsible  for  the 
denomination’s  church-wide  “second 
mile”  designated  giving  program  (see 
TM/UMR,  March  16).  The  resolution  is 
in  response  to  recommendations  made 
last  month  by  an  ad  hoc  committee  of 
United  Methodists  who  advocate  that  a 
system  be  developed  which  would  allow 
local  churches  to  direct  their  giving 
away  from  specific  church  programs  or 
projects  to  which  they  object  as  a  matter 
of  Christian  conscience. 

The  GCOM  resolution  contends  that 
“selective  giving"  would  "destroy  the 
very  fabric  of  our  connection  and 
(would)  be  a  theological  denial  of  our 
concept  of  Christian  community. 


Methodist  bodies  asked  to  seek 
more  formal  consultations 


Bishop  Muzorewa’s  Efforts 
are  Succeeding 

Rather  than  permit  free  elections,  the  Rhodesian  guerillas  have  vowed 
to  turn  this  April  20th's  historic  election  into  a  bloodbath.  We  believe  the 
people  want  a  democratic ,  moderate  government  that  includes  both  the 
black  majority  and  the  white  minority.  The  people  deserve  the  right  to 
voice  their  feelings  with  ballots,  not  bullets.  But  they  need  the  help  of  all 
Christians.  Support  the  Bishop  and  the  people  of  Rhodesia  with  your 
prayers,  and  with  a  contribution  to: 

The  Muzorewa  Fund  for  Peace  and  Democracy 
C/0  Bishop  James  Thomas .  Ohio  East  Area 
1226  Market  St.  N., Canton.  Ohio  44730 

A  Free  and  Democratic  Rhodesia  Needs  Your  Help 


Ministry  officials  want 
publication  of  footnote 


Christian  feminists  eye  religion 


THF  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  30. 1979 


Letty  Russell 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Q:  If  Scriptures  are  male-centered  as 
most  persons  seem  to  agree,  how  can 
women  find  meaning  in  them? 

A:  Dr.  Russell:  The  Bible  has  author¬ 
ity  in  my  own  life  because  it  makes 
sense  of  my  own  personal  experience, 
it  speaks  to  me  about  my  humanity  in 
Jesus  Christ,  it  is  the  story  of  God’s 
love-affair  with  the  world  and  describes 
God’s  new  creation. 

In  God’s  sight  nobodies  can  be 
somebodies;  in  God’s  sight  I  am  not 
marginalized  as  a  woman  —  not  second- 
class  —  but  called  to  become  what  God 
intends  me  to  become. 

The  Word  of  God  is  liberating,  but  the 
Word  also  needs  liberation  from  andro¬ 
centric,  male-centered  interpretations. 
The  key  problem  is  how  to  deal  faithfully 
and  creatively  with  those  traditions. 

Q:  How  do  you  deal  with  a  long 
tradition  of  Biblical  interpretation  and 
theology  that  does  not  include  women 
except  in  second-class  roles? 

A:  Dr.  Ruether:  A  new  synthesis  is 
needed  and  I  find  it  in  the  Biblical 
tradition.  First,  a  fundamental  judgment 
has  to  be  made  about  what  the  essential 
meaning  of  scripture  is  —  the  norm  in 
scripture  itself  which  determines  that 
some  texts  are  more  authoritative  than 
others. 

For  me  this  norm  is  the  prophetic  norm 
with  its  struggle  against  false  religion 
and  injustices,  against  religious 
hypocrisy  and  the  use  of  religion  to 
oppress  people. 

For  example,  by  the  biblical  norm,  the 
passage  in  which  St.  Paul  says  that 
liberation  in  Jesus  Christ  overcomes  all 
divisions  between  men  and  women,  slave 
and  free  is  more  authoritative  than  his 
statement  that  women  should  keep  silent 
in  church.  Women  were  included  equally 
in  the  spiritual  gifts  and  prophetic 
powers  enunciated  in  the  New 
Testament;  slaves  and  women  operated 
as  leaders  in  the  Early  Church.  But,  the 
Early  Church  was  unable  to  encompass 
the  radical  implications  of  this  in  its  own 
life  and  fell  back  on  tradition  —  it  backed 


Editor's  note:  Both  Scripture  and  the 
Judeo-Christian  traditions  are  frequently 
used  to  argue  against  the  equality  of 
women  and  their  full  participation  in 
the  church  and  secular  society.  Last  week 
at  an  ecumenical  conference  on  “Women 
and  Religion”  held  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  two 
leading  Christian  feminist  theologians 
refuted  those  arguments  and  spoke  out 
on  a  number  of  issues  dealing  with 
women  and  religion  today.  Addressing 
the  500  participants  were  Dr.  Letty 
Mandeville  Russell,  Presbyterian, 
professor  of  theology  at  Yale  Divinity 
School,  and  Dr.  Rosemary  Radford 
Ruether,  Roman  Catholic,  Georgia 
Harkness,  Professor  of  Applied  Theology 
at  United  Methodist-related  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  School.  Among 
their  responses  on  issues  considered  of 
foremost  importance  today  were  these: 


into  a  reactionary  pattern.  The  theme  of 
equality  in  Ghrist  didn’t  completely 
disappear  but  got  “kicked  upstairs,” 
with  men  and  women  equal  only  as 
angels  or  celibates  who  transcend 
sexuality. 

Q:  What  is  to  keep  the  women’s 
movement  from  riding  roughshod  over 
tradition? 

A:  Dr.  Russell:  First  of  all  there  is  the 
Biblical  Tradition  (with  a  capital  T)  — 
which  is  not  static  but  dynamic  —  the 
description  of  God’s  action  in  the  world. 
And  then  there  are  traditions  (with  a 
small  t)  which  have  grown  up  in  cultures 
and  denominations  —  “what  happens 
after  you  have  a  strawberry  festival  the 
second  year.” 

I  feel  compelled  to  struggle  with  the 
Biblical  texts  and  with  the  answers 
others  have  found,  but  I  do  not  feel 
compelled  to  accept  the  answers  others 
found  —  at  least  until  I  can  test  them 
out  in  my  own  experience. 

I  believe  the  Bible  still  speaks,  but  the 
last  word  has  not  been  said.  The  Bible 
provides  clues  for  our  life  but  not 
answers.  Tradition  tends  to  cut  off  the 
process,  but  the  important  thing  to  keep 
in  mind  is  Tradition  with  the  capital  T. 
That  is  a  guide. 

Q:  What  is  wrong  with  believing  men 
and  women  are  born  to  separate, 
complementary  roles? 

A:  Dr.  Ruether:  Both  sexes  have  the 
capacity  for  wholeness.  The  wholeness  of 
two  people  with  each  committed  to 
helping  each  other  to  wholeness  is  far 
better  than  two  people  fostering  each 
other’s  dependencies. 

Psychic  conditioning  —  which  is 
embedded  in  our  socio-economic  system 
—  is  the  issue.  Both  men  and  women 
have  two  sides  to  their  brains.  In  the 
right  side  are  the  capacities  for  sensitiv¬ 
ity,  the  artistic,  intuition,  and  in  the 
left  side  are  the  capacities  for  the 
rational,  logical,  mathematical,  etc. 

Men  and  women  are  conditioned  to 
develop  one  side  or  the  other  as  society 
has  prepared  them  for  certain  roles,  but 
we  must  be  liberated  from  the  nonsense 
of  psychic  dualism  which  says  that 


Rosemary  Ruether 


because  of  one’s  sex  one  has  only  half  a 
brain. 

Q:  Why  should  Christian  feminists  be 
concerned  about  other  issues  such  as 
racism  and  homosexuality?  Why  not  stick 
to  eliminating  sexism? 

A:  Dr.  Ruether:  Sexism  is  a  sub¬ 
structure  in  every  race  and  class.  The 
women’s  movement  cannot  allow  itself  to 
be  co-opted  by  the  white  middle-class. 
That  is  what  happened  in  the  late  I9th 
century  when  the  suffrage  movement 
sold  out  and  became  essentially  racist 
and  classist.  In  order  to  succeed,  it 
failed.  Feminism  that  talks  about  sexism 
as  the  only  oppression  will  be  elitist  — 
limited  to  the  white  middle-class  because 
those  women  are  the  only  ones  to  feel 
that  oppression  alone. 

Q:  What  about  the  relative  importance 
of  language? 

A:  Dr.  Russell:  People  who  say 
language  isn’t  important  are  merely 
expressing  their  view  which  is  that 
language  isn’t  hurting  them.  Others  find 
exclusive  language  is  a  hindrance. 
Persons  who  don’t  think  language  is 
important  should  be  willing  to  change  so 
all  will  feel  comfortable.  The  real  issue 
for  the  church  is  how  to  express 
its  teachings  so  they  can  be  heard  by 
everyone. 

Q:  What  should  be  priorities  for 
Christian  feminists? 

A:  Dr.  Ruether:  The  things  we  can  do 
best  are  the  things  that  accomplish  the 
least.  Most  movements  get  stuck  in 
focusing  only  on  small  changes.  For 
example,  integrating  children’s  tooth¬ 
paste  commercials  is  a  needed  step 
but  it  doesn’t  change  who  owns  and  man¬ 
ages  the  toothpaste  company.  We  have 
merely  “rearranged  the  deck  chairs  on 
the  top  deck  of  the  Titanic”  so  far. 

The  church  could  be  doing  a  lot  more  to 
reorganize  patterns  of  work.  There  is  no 
excuse  for  churches  to  be  so  stupid  about 
arranging  work  on  the  eight-hour 
industrial  work  day.  The  job  of  minister, 
for  instance,  has  nothing  to  do  with  that 
particular  industrial  arrangement. 

Don’t  be  a  missionary  somewhere 
else;  start  with  the  structures  locally 
that  you  have  some  control  over. 


In  Central  Texas  conference 


Pastor  starts  independent  congregation 


GRAPEVINE,  Texas  (UMC)-The 
pastor  of  the  oldest  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Fort  Worth  area  has  re¬ 
fused  to  accept  a  new  appointment  by  the 
bishop  and  cabinet  of  the  Central  Texas 
Conference  and  has  started  his  own  “in- 

•  dependent  Methodist  congregation  in 

•  exile.”. 

The  80-member  Minters  Chapel 
congregation  is  supporting  the  Rev. 
David  Whitington’s  decision  not  to  move 
and  is  meeting  under  his  leadership  as 
“Christ  Our  King  Church."  Worship 
services  are  being  held  at  a  nearby 
school. 

Mr.  Whitington  said  his  appointment  to 
First  UMC  in  Gorman  resulted  in  claims 
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by  his  district  superintendent  that  he  is 
not  in  the  “mainstream  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church." 

Fort  Worth  East  District 
Superintendent  Edward  H.  Otwell  said 
Mr.  Whitington’s  evangelical  theological 
position  had  nothing  to  do  with  his 
appointment.  “When  the  cabinet  met 
Feb.  10  we  had  an  opening  at  Gorman 
and  looked  for  the  best  person  to  serve 
there.  David  had  been  at  Minters  Chapel 
seven  years.  It  was  his  first  church. 
Moving  to  Gorman  would  mean  a  $1400 
raise  in  salary  and  twice  as  many 
members.” 

Mr.  Whitington  does  not  agree  that  the 
move  would  be  a  professional 
advancement  and  said  “the  most 
important  reason  of  all  for  my  declining 
the  move  is  that  I  was  not  going  to  be 
given  the  freedom  to  minister  as  I  have 
done  here  at  Minters  Chapel.  ” 

He  said  he  was  told  by  the  Rev.  Jack 
Riley,  superintendent  of  the  Brownwood 
District  in  which  Gorman  is  located,  that 
“he  didn’t  want  any  ‘charismatic  stuff’  in 
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Human  Rights  Packet 

Includes  research  and  commentary  on 
the  U.N.  Human  Rights  Covenants  and 
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Who  Has  A  Voice? 
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his  district  and  he  certainly  didn’t  want  me 
‘yanking  the  United  Methodist  literature 
out  of  any  church.’  He  said  we  would 
have  to  have  a  very  specific 
‘understanding’  about  these  and  such 
matters  before  I  would  be  allowed  to 
come  down  there.  No  restrictions,  other 
than  that  of  the  United  Methodist 
literature,  had  been  spelled  out,  but  it 
seems  clear  that  they  would  be 
forthcoming.” 

He  said  Mr.  Otwell  had  expressed 
concern  about  Minters  Chapel  not  using 
United  Methodist  curriculum  and  had 
disapproved  of  two  films  shown  recently 
at  a  worship  service:  "The  New  World," 
based  on  millennUrlist  Hal  Lindsey's 
book,  and  “Rapture,”  by  David 
Wilkerson,  the  fundamentalist 
millennialist  best  known  for  his  book 
“The  Cross  and  the  Switchblade.  ’’ 

(Asked  last  week  by  TM/UMR  what 
charges,  if  any,  will  be  brought  against 
Mr.  Whitington,  Dallas-Ft.  Worth  Area 
Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  refused 
comment.  He  said,  “It  would  not  be  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  life  of  the  church”  to 
discuss  the  matter  at  this  time.) 


Black  caucus  lauded 

Struggles  for  inclusive  church  goes  on,  exec  says 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

DETROIT  —  The  struggle  for  racial 
inclusiveness  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  far  from  being  over,  but  the 
progress  made  since  merger  in  1968 
should  be  celebrated,  the  Rev.  Woodie 
White,  chief  executive  of  the  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  told  the  national 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
(BMCR)  meeting  here  March  21-24. 

In  the  key  note  address  to  an  overflow 
crowd  at  the  12th  annual  meeting,  Dr. 
White  noted  the  number  of  blacks  in 
executive  and  decision  making  positions 
of  the  denomination’s  national  boards 
and  agencies,  was  made  possible,  he 
said, chiefly  through  the  efforts  of  BMCR, 
the  church’s  black  caucus. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
better  place  because  of  BMCR,”  he  said. 

Dr.  White  reminded  the  group  that 
those  who  “stand  in  the  way”  of  racial 
inclusiveness  are  children  of  God  who 
must  be  loved.  In  struggling,  he  said, 
"always  remember  we  are  attempting  to 
defeat  evil,  not  persons.” 

In  his  address  to  the  caucus,  outgoing 
national  chairperson,  the  Rev.  Maced  D. 
Pembroke  Sr.  of  Chicago,  said  “the 
mission  of  the  church  is  protest  against 
exclusion.”  He  endorsed  the  continuation 
of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
missional  priority  for  another  four  years, 
and  called  for  its  inclusion  in  the  World 
Service  giving  of  local  churches.  It  is 
presently  funded  through  the  Advance 
Special,  a  second-mile  voluntary  giving 
program  of  the  church.  Only  1,000  of 
almost  39,000  UM  churches  have 
contributed  to  the  missional  priority,  he 
said.  “Is  the  ethnic  minority  local  church 
a  priority  or  an  emphasis?”  he  asked 

In  a  series  of  petitions  and  resolu  ions 
adopted  by  BMCR  for  submission  to  the 
1980  General  Conference,  the  body 
endorsed  the  recent  General  Council  on 
Ministries  recommendation  that  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  be  the 
church’s  only  missional  priority  for  the 
1981-84  period.  They  also  called  for  its 
inclusion  in  .World  Service  which  they 
said  was  the  only  acceptable  funding 
channel. 

cocu 


In  other  petitions  and  resolutions  the 
caucus: 

•  Called  for  the  continuation  of 
“designated  representation”  of  ethnic 
minorities  on  general  boards  and 
agencies  through  at-large  memberships  ; 

•  Opposed  the  new  concept  of 
"designated  giving”  —  a  proposal  to 
allow  congregations  to  designate  their 
apportionment  funds  —  as  dangerous  to 
the  mission  and  ministry  of  the  church, 
and  supported  the  old  “designated 
giving”  of  Advance  Specials  for  mission 
projects; 

•  Affirmed  the  present  itineracy  and 
consultation  system  of  the  church  in  the 
appointment  of  pastors  as  stated  in  the 
“Discipline”; 

•  Requested  the  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  to  communicate  with 
the  bishops  and  request  them  to  stress 
the  importance  of  racially  inclusive 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference 
delegations; 

•  Recommended  $8  million  for  the 
Black  College  Fund  in  the  next 


quadrennium,  an  increase  of  $2  million; 

Joseph  Strawbridge,  a  layman  from 
Atlanta  was  elected  chairperson  and  the 
Rev.  Vance  Summers  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
was  elected  vice-chairperson  of  the 
caucus. 

In  other  actions,  BMCR: 

•  Endorsed  the  current  black  hymnal 
project,  a  supplemental  hymnal  being 
compiled  of  songs  from  the  black 
religious  experience  to  be  published  by 
the  UM  Publishing  House; 

•  Called  for  the  correction  of  the 
disproportionate  funding  of  Asian 
missions  ($5.5  million)  by  World  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
compared  to  the  funding  of  African 
missions  ($3.4  million) ; 

•  Endorsed  the  boycott  against  J.  P. 
Stevens  Co.,  a  large  textile 
manufacturing  company  engaged  in  a 
dispute  over  collective  bargaining  with 
workers. 

•  Authorized  the  formation  of  a 
national  black  youth  caucus,  and  a  black 
laymen’s  organization  within  BMR. 


Homes  accounting  firm 
negotiates  settlement 


SAN  DIEGO  (UMC)  —  A  major  ac¬ 
counting  firm,  named  as  a  defendant  in  a 
multi-million  dollar  class  action  lawsuit 
in  the  Pacific  Homes  bankruptcy,  said 
March  15  it  has  agreed  in  principle  to  an 
out-of-court  settlement. 

Negotiated  between  Coopers  & 
Lybrand  and  the  residents  of  Pacific 
Homes  who  brought  the  suit,  the  three- 
part  package  is  put  at  $1  million.  Should 
the  plaintiffs  ever  receive  a  judgment 
against  the  United  Methodist  Church  or 
other  defendants,  the  firm  would  stand  to 
recover  up  to  $600,000. 

Other  defendants  contacted  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  declined  to 
comment  on  the  surprise  move,  but  the 
church’s  basic  defense  posture  is  not 
expected  to  be  affected. 


1 0  churches  back  plan 
for  common  ministry 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

CINCINNATI  —  Progress  toward 
church  unity  among  10  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  appears  to  have  reached 
a  breakthrough  as  representatives  gave 
virtual  approval  to  a  proposal  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  common  clergy. 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell,  chairman  of  the 
United  Methodist  delegation  to  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU), 
said  the  response  to  the  draft  chapter  on 
ministry  “provided  more  sense  of 
movement  toward  our  goal  of  church 
union”  than  any  of  the  earlier  sessions. 

The  document  on  the  ordained 
ministry,  which  received  broad  acclaim 
during  the  March  6-9  meeting,  was  sent 
back  to  a  drafting  commission  with 
instructions  to  re-edit  portions  of  the 
statement  with  the  expectation  that  it 
would  be  affirmed  at  a  special  session  in 
January  1980.  At  that  time  it  will  be 
considered  for  adoption  as  part  of  the 
theological  basis  for  a  Church  of  Christ 
Uniting. 

The  ministry  section,  in  the  past  a 
major  stumbling  block,  will  be  the  only 
subject  for  consideration  in  the  1980 
session.  COCU  in  1976  accepted  six 
chapters  of  a  revised  theological  base  for 
union,  but  could  not  agree  on  the  shape  of 
ministry  in  a  united  church.  A 
commission  headed  by  Dean  Lewis  S. 
Mudge  of  McCormick  Theological 
Seminary  in  Chicago  had  worked  at  the 
revision  since  that  time. 

Dean  Mudge  said  in  an  interview  that 
there  was  enthusiasm  for  the  new 
emphasis  on  the  laity  and  ministries  and 
in  transmission  of  the  apostolic 
succession,  and  for  keeping  the  ordained 
ministries  of  bishop,  presbyter  (local 
clergy)  and  deacon. 

Another  shift  in  emphasis  was  the 
absence  of  debate  on  the  role  of  bishops 


in  the  proposed  Church  of  Christ  Uniting, 
Dean  Mudge  noted. 

Picking  up  on  the  delegates’  new 
emphasis  on  the  laity  and  ministries, 
Dean  Krister  Stendahl  of  Harvard 
Divinity  School  chided  COCU  for 
“ministerizing  everybody.” 

Dean  Stendahl,  an  outsider  to  COCU  as 
a  Lutheran,  teased,  “The  people  of  God 
are  pictured  as  a  busy  army  of  ministers 
.  .  .  It’s  just  too  much  to  identify  every 
person  as  a  mighty  minister.  ” 

The  emphasis  on  the  laity  reflects  a 
similar  direction  among  both' 
Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  in 
recent  years.  The  Second  Vatican 
Council  strongly  emphasized  that  the 
church  is  the  “people  of  God.” 

The  participating  churches  in  COCU 
are:  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  Church,  Christian  Church  (Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ),  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Episcopal  Church, 
National  Council  of  Community  Church¬ 
es,  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S., 
United  Church  of  Christ,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  and  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.A. 


The  accounting  firm  served  as  auditors 
for  Pacific  Homes  for  a  number  of  years 
during  the  time  the  retirement  network’s 
financial  problems  were  worsening,  and 
the  class  action  suit  charged  the 
conditions  were  not  disclosed.  During  a 
part  of  that  time  Coopers  &  Lybrand 
audited  accounts  of  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
another  defendant  in  the  class  action 
lawsuit. 

The  firm  also  was  auditor  for  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference  endowment 
fund  at  the  time  a  shortage  of  several 
million  dollars  was  discovered.  A  suit  by 
the  conference  against  the  firm  is 
pending,  charging  the  malfeasance 
should  have  been  discovered  and 
reported  earlier. 

In  announcing  the  negotiated 
settlement,  which  must  be  approved  by 
the  courts  before  becoming  final, 
Coopers  &  Lybrand  denied  any  legal 
liability  in  the  case.  They  said  the 
amount  of  the  settlement  “is 
undoubtedly  less  than  the  legal  costs  the 
firm  would  incur  in  vindicating  itself 

The  settlement  includes  $250,000  to 
cover  claims  arising  out  of  the 
bankruptcy  proceedings,  and  a  San 
Diego  judge  will  decide  hojv  the  money  is 
to  be  allocated.  Another  $150,000  is  to  be 
put  in  escrow  to  cover  expenses  as  a 
witness  in  the  ongoing  litigation,  and  the 
remaining  $600,000  will  be  used  to  create 
a  fund  out  of  which  loans  can  be  made  to 
residents  of  the  homes  needing  financial 
assistance. 

It  is  this  latter  $600,000  which  would  be 
repaid  to  the  firm  out  of  any  judgment 
collected  by  the  plaintiffs. 

The  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  has  had  an  emergency 
assistance  fund  in  existence  for  about  f8 
months.  Similar  moneys  are  available  at 
several  churches  in  the  conference,  some 
provided  by  residents  of  the  individual 
retirement  homes,  and  some  by  church 
members. 

A  spot  check  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  found  that  in  a  typical 
month  somewhere  between  25  and  50 
persons  in  the  residence  homes  need  to 
call  on  the  emergency  funds  of  either  the 
conference  or  local  churches. 


Loan  aids  sister  church 


King’s  Manor  Methodist  Home 

Hereford,  Texas 
“Adding  Life  to  Years 
and  Years  to  Life” 

Thanks  to  you  it’s  working,  your 
continued  help  is  needed.  A  non-profit 
retirement  center  of  the  Northwest 
Texas  Conference.  Give  that  our 
senior  citizens  may  continue  to  live  in 
dignity. 

Mrs.  Joyce  Lyons  —  Administrator 
King's  Manor  Methodist  Home 
P.O.  Box  1999 
Hereford.  Texas  79045 
Phone: 


By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

ELIZABETHTOWN,  Ky.  -  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  here  became  a 
lending  institution  recently  when  it 
granted  a  $100,000  loan  to  a  sister  church, 
College  Heights  UMC  —  also  in 
Elizabethtown,  to  help  build  a  sanctuary. 

“The  church  felt  very  good  that  the 
relationship  between  the  two  churches 
was  such  that  they  felt  comfortable  in 
asking,”  said  the  Rev.  W.  Glenn 
Sowards,  pastor  of  Memorial.  The  loan 
was  requested  by  College  Heights,  a 
congregation  just  14-years-old,  after  they 
were  unable  to  secure  enough  funds  from 
local  banks  to  build  a  $400,000  sanctuary, 
needefi  because  the  congregation  had 
outgrown  its  present  building. 

The  funds  were  loaned  from 
Memorial’s  savings  with  no  payment  on 
principle  or  interest  due  for  five  years.  In 
considering  the  loan  request,  Dr.  Soward 
told  TM/UMR  the  finance  committee 
tried  to  imagine  how  the  deceased 
members,  whose  bequests  made  the 
monies  available,  would  have  felt  about 
such  a  venture,  and  decided  they  would 
have  felt  good  about  it. 

There  has  always  been  a  cooperative 
spirit  between  the  two  churches,  said  the 
College  Heights  pastor,  the  Rev.  Earl 


West.  “Memorial  is  as  excited  about  our 
congregation’s  growth  as  we  are.” 

College  Heights  was  founded  in  1965 
after  a  study  by  the  Louisville  South 
District  and  the  Louisville  conference 
showed  that  another  United  Methodist 
church  was  needed  in  the  area.  Memorial 
church  members  assisted  in  the  survey 
and  some  members  of  the  younger 
congregation  are  former  Memorial 
members,  but  Dr.  Sowards  stressed  that 
Memorial  is  not  the  “mother  church.” 

Both  churches  are  growing,  as  the 
population  of  Elizabethtown  is 
increasing  at  a  rapid  pace,  said  Mr. 
West.  He  also  attributed  the  growth  at 
College  Heights  to  their  Sunday  school 
program,  designed  similar  to  the  old 
Methodist  class  meeting  system.  Classes 
meet  in  homes,  and  church  school 
attendance  has  doubled  since  this 
program  has  been  in  operation,  he  said. 

Memorial  church  is  also  in  a  building 
project,  constructing  a  $1  million 
Christian  Life  Enrichment  Center  which 
will  be  a  multi-purpose  educational 
center.  Dr.  Soward  said  they  will  have  to 
raise  more  money  from  the  congregation 
for  the  center  since  their  savings  were 
depleted  to  $800,000  as  a  result  of  the 
loan. 


Clas 

sified 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  Inventive  and  creative 

persons  with  strong  background  in  choral  work 
needed  to  direct  church  choirs  and  handbell  choirs. 
Will  be  necessary  to  work  in  other  programs  of  the 
church.  Full  time  preferred.  Will  consider  part-time 
person.  Send  resume  with  recent  picture  to:  Key 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  c/o  Rev  Jerry 
P.  Ott,  901  East  Houston  Street.  Sherman,  Tex.  75090. 
Phone  (214)  892-9162.  Home:  (214  )  892-6879. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS, 
accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  anv  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 

Box  1181,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  78403, 

TAIWAN-MANILA-BALI-  SINGAPORE-Bangkok  - 
Hong  Kong  -  7  Cities  Japan  Tour:  Led  by  sociology 
professor  Japan  10  years.  July  6-28,  $2,203,  two  meals  , 

1980  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  with  Holy 
Land  or  Europe  World  Wide  Group  Travel  — 

Mission  Tours  Arranged  -  Hosts  Needed  -  WOMITO, 
box  660515.  Miami  Springs.  Fla.  (33166) 

St  ,  Redwood  City,  Calif.  94062. 

HOLY  LAND  8-DAY  PILGRIMAGE  leaving  Oct.  8. 
1979.  Travel  with  an  experienced  Middle  East  visitor. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED.  2000  membership. 

02816. 

Methodist,  7600  S.W.  104th  St.,  Miami.  Fla.  33156. 
Attention:  Tom  Hamilton. 

EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC. 
Education  and  Youth  seeks  position  working  with 

FOR  SALE:  Fifteen  (15)  like  new  Maroon  Choir 
Robes  for  $35.00  Write  or  call:  Rev  Jerry  R 
Ludwig,  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Hitchock, 

music  and  youth  or  music  and  education.  Chuck 
Weatherford,  443  Roan  St.,  Kingsport,  Tenn  37665. 
(615)  246-6038 

S.D.  57348.  Phone  (605  )  266-2135 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  (or  Pastor’s  Assistant)  for 

"SEVEN  DAYS  WITH  JESUS"  -  a  Seven-Day 
Spiritual  Retreat  that  could  change  your  life  to  an 
expression  of  joyful  experience  Send  $2.00  to 
Phillips.  Belcher.  La.  71004. 

850-member  church  in  pleasant  Iowa  county  seat 
town  of  2,500  population.  Salary,  hours  and 
assignments  negotiable  but  must  be  able  to  conduct 
effective  visitation  in  parishioners'  homes  and  at 
hospitals  and  cover  when  necessary  for  senior 
pastor  Send  resume  to  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  United  Methodist  Church,  108  S.W  5th 
Street,  Greenfield,  Iowa  50849. 

13-DAY  GRAND  CIRCLE  TOUR  with  Chicago 
Methodist  travel  group;  6  National  Parks  including 
Lake  Louise,  Banff,  Glacier.  Contact  Gerald  Smith 
for  itinerary,  cost  802  Ingleside  PI..  Evanston.  Ill. 
6020! .  Phone  (312  )  864-2768. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN:  Position 
available  for  a  creative  and  energetic  person  who 
would  like  to  work  in  a  church  of  700  members 
developing  and  working  with  a  growing  program 
with  children  and  youth,  plus  additional  limited 
pastoral  duties.  Salary  open.  Strong  background  in 
United  Methodist  Church  required.  Send  resume 
with  picture  to:  Key  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  c/o  Rev  Jerry  P.  Ott,  901  East  Houston 
Street,  Sherman,  Tex.  75090.  Phone  (214)  892-9162. 
Home:  (214  )  892-6879. 

AUGUST  21  TOUR  to  Spain.  Portugal  and  Morocco. 
Visit  Casablanca,  the  famous  Casbah  and  the 
Sultan's  Palace.  Brochure.  Mildred  Tohir,  9101-51 
Friars  Road.  San  Diego,  Calif.  92108. 

URBAN  MINISTRY  JOURNAL:  "Evangelization  in 
Urban  Ministry.  A  southeastern  jurisdiction  Urban 
Worker’s  Network  publication.  Order  from:  Andy 
Parker,  50  East  Las  Olas  Blvd.,  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Fla.  33301. 

RETIRED?  Unique  village.  Live  independently, 

inexpensively,  ranch  house.  Life  lease  $7,500  or  $75 
month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees.  Apartments  too.  National  Church  Residences, 
Waverly,  Ohio  45690.  j 

NEW  ZEALAND  METHODIST  MINISTER  wants  to 
exchange  for  12  months  with  a  Methodist  minister  in 
the  U.S.A.  to  begin  as  soon  as  possible.  Write  directly 
to  Rev.  Richard  Hendry,  92  Cambridge  St.,  Levin, 
New  Zealand,  or  World  Parish,  Box  518,  Lake 

NEEDLEPOINT  the  United  Methodist  symbol. 

Junaluska,  N.C.  28786.  Phone  (704)  456-9432. 

Handpainted  on  «14  Zweigart  canvas  to  fit  a  5x7 
frame.  Kit  includes  Patemayan  yarn.  $7.00  ppd 
Catalogue  available  $1.00  ppd  Newport  Needlepoint, 
Box  837MO,  Newport.  R.I.  02840. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  LAY 
MINISTRIES  position  available  July  1979  for 
suburban  Pittsburgh  congregation.  Degree  and/or 
previous  experience  in  program  planning/imple- 

A  HOLY  LAND  TOUR:  May  14-29,  1979  Visit: 
Athens  and  Greek  Isles,  Cairo,  Egypt,  Israel  and 
Jordan  Contact:  Dr.  Forrest  J  Robinson,  940  N, 
Yale.  Wichita,  Kan.  67208.  or  call  (316)  685-2835 

mentation  expected.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable. 
Contact:  Dr.  Williard  Reitz,  Pastor /Parish  Relations 
Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  530 
Center  Church  Road,  McMurray,  Pa.  15317.  j 

MIDDLE  EAST  ADVENTURE:  May  7-22,  1979, 

visiting  Cairo,  Amman,  Petra,  Galilee,  Jerusalem 
and  other  sites  of  Biblical  significance.  Led  by  Rev. 
Hilbert  Berger,  pastor  of  Aldersgate  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  former  Assistant 

JUNALUSKA  FURNISHED  HEATED  GUEST 
HOUSE.  Sleeps  six.  Electric  kitchen,  outdoor  grill. 
Cool  scenic  seclusion.  Fishing,  golfing,  swimming. 
Varied  styles  dining  nearby.  May-Sept  $135  weekly. 
(704)283-2661. 

Rev.  Berger  knows  Middle  East  extensively  For 
information  write  or  call:  Rev.  H.  Berger, 
Aldersgate  U.M.  Church,  2417  Getz  Road.  Ft.  Wayne, 

Ind  46804.  Phone  (219)  432-1524  j 

REMODELING  -  FOR  SALE:  40  church  pews,  ten 
to  twenty-six  foot  lengths,  all  wood,  S  A  K 
Manufacturer,  pew  cushions,  excellent  condition. 

(214  )  321-2601  or  (214)  341-3326 
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Our  readers  respond 


‘Shake  us  at  grass  roots’ 


To  the  Editor, 

I  want  to  say  that  I  appreciate  your 
editorials  in  the  Louisiana  Methodist. 

I  am  writing  you  for  I  do  not  know  who 
else  to  better  express  my  feelings  to. 

A  few  nights  ago  the  Minden  Cluster 
group  was  in  session  on  the  Pension 
program  for  retired  ministers.  The 
invited  speaker  was  going  over  the 
benefits  to  the  caller  and  to  the  people 
called  upon  in  this  venture.  He  very 
..eloquently  and  persuasively  went  over 


the  calling  program  which  is  a  new  thing 
to  many  of  our  people. 

During  his  lecture  a  deep  conviction 
came  upon  me.  I  do  not  see  how  the 
conference  can  do  less  for  at  least  one  of 
the  missional  priorities.  For  instance. 
Evangelism  or  community  outreach.  If 
the  conference  would  marshal  the  same 
genius,  promotion,  and  interest.  I 
believe  there  would  be  at  least  a  five 
thousand  membership  gain  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  the  first  year.  This 


may  include  hiring  an  expert  in  the  field 
Perhaps  the  calling  of  a  special  session  of 
the  Annual  Conference.  District 
gatherings,  cluster  training  sessions. 
Someone  to  motivate  us  and  show  us  how. 
I  believe  we  will  have  to  have  such  a 
program  come  from  the  Annual 
Conference  before  it  will  shake  us  at  the 
grass  roots. 

Thanks  for  listening. 

Your  friend, 

H  Austin  Smith 


Don’t  blame  churches  for  Jonestown 


To  the  Editor, 

You  may  have  read  some  time  ago  an 
article  in  the  “U.S.  News  and  World 
Report”  magazine  about  the  tragedy  at 
Jonestown.  The  authors  of  the  article 
placed  a  large  share  of  the  blame  for  that 
tragedy  on  the  churches  not  being  able  to 
reach  the  many  young  people  and 
possibly  some  of  the  old  people  in  the 
programs  that  the  churches  were 
carrying  on.  They  were  also  critical  of 
the  ministers  of  the  churches  in  engaging 


in  “some  political  issues  and  not 
preaching  the  Gospel.  ’  ’ 

I  thought  that  this  criticism  was  very 
unfair.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  authors 
were  totally  unfamiliar  with  what  the 
churches  are  doing  and,  perhaps,  that 
they  overlooked  entirely  the  fact  that 
they,  too,  are  called  upon  to  do  their 
share  to  see  that  our  young  people  and 
adults  are  thinking  right  in  the  various 
articles  that  they  no  doubt  write  from 
time  to  time. 


Letter  from  past 


To  the  Editor. 

Today  I  received  an  unusual  letter 
from  the  past.  May  I  share  it  with  you? 
My  friend  wrote  “You  must  have 
returned  this  letter  which  my  Mother  had 
written  to  your  Mother  on  her  80 
birthday.  I  am  sending  it  for  you  to  enjoy, 
but  later  please  return  since  I  have  not 
found  any  other  letters  my  Mother 
wrote."  The  letter  was  dated  August  10th 
1936,  and  it  carried  a  2  cent  stamp. 

In  part  the  letter  reads  —  “May  God’s 
blessings  rest  upon  you.  God  has  been 


good  to  us  both,  letting  us  live  to  help  our 
children.  May  our  lives  as  we  have  lived 
them,  lives  full  of  faith  help  them.  May 
his  loving  care  strengthen  them  to 
overcome  temptation  and  face  problems. 
Happy  Birthday.” 

My  friend  adds  “My  mother  and  your 
mother  were  such  devout  Christians  that 
their  letters  have  a  lift  for  us  and  a 
message  too.” 

Claire  Goldsmith 
Broadmoor  U'MC,  Baton  Rouge 


Teaching  with  a  flair 


WEST  MONROE  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harold  LaGrone  at  McGuire  UMC  have 
developed  some  unique  techniques  for 
teaching  boys  and  girls  who  come  tq  their 
church. 


“Christian  education  involves  more 
than  one  hour  each  Sunday  morning,” 
say  the  LaGrones,  who  teach  a  6th  grade 
class. 

They  give  the  children  a  variety  of 
things  to  do  in  class,  suggest  out-of-class 
activities,  and  use  audio-visual  aids  to 


catch  the  children’s  attention. 

One  of  their  latest  activities  was  the 
“Talent  Pouch.”  Ten  coins  were  placed 
in  cloth  bags  and  a  pouch  was  given  to 
each  child.  The  Parable  of  the  Talents 
from  Luke  19  was  read  and  discussed. 
The  children  are  now  using  those  ten 
coins  to  raise  more  money. 

The  LaGrones  also  believe  in 
displaying  the  children’s  work  on  bulletin 
boards  or  around  the  room  and  in 
sending  samples  of  their  work  to  the 
“Beehive,”  a  United  Methodist 
Publication  for  older  elementary 
children. 

A  sample  of  the  work  of  this  class  is  in 
the  March  18th  issue  of  the  "Beehive.” 

With  every  activity  planned,  the 
LaGrones  keep  in  mind  that  Christian 
Education  motivates  a  person  to  seek 
and  find  spiritual  truth  for  him  or  herself. 
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§4-  6  Teacher  Training  and  Development  at  First  UMC  in  Midland,  m[ 
Texas.  To  train  teams  of  persons  to  give  leadership  to  Christian  ^ 

S  Workers  Schools.  * 

3  7  Board  of  Laity  meets  ^ 

d  8  Palm  Sunday  £ 

J  12  Maundy  Thursday  ^ 

S  13  Good  Friday 

£  8-14  Holy  Week  4aS 

**  15  Easter  Wj 

#  15  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Sunday  ry 

16-18  “Recovering  Church  School  Dropouts.”  Scarritt  College,  *3? 

§  Nashville,  Tn. 

16-19  Dogwood  Time  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville.  Ark  To  provide 

inspiration,  fellowship  and  study  activities  for  retirees.  | 

21  One-Day  Rally  for  Methodist  Men  at  Pineville  UMC.  2 

=3  28  Workshop  on  Christian  Education  in  the  Ethnic  Minority.  To  be  > 

at  Camphor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  £ 

Mail  registration  form  today 


Those  planning  to  attend  the  Workshop 
on  Christian  Education  for  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Churches,  April  28. 
should  immediately  send  the  registration 
form  below  to  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin, 
Box  73685,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70807. 

Pastors  are  asked  to  bring  the  three 
persons  most  concerned  about  Christian 
Education  in  the  church  to  the  workshop 
to  be  at  Camphor  Memorial  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  from  9:30  a.m.  to 2  p.m. 

r- 
i 
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Christian  education  for 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Churches 

_  Persons  (Give  number:  Pastor  plus  three  most 

interested  persons  in  Christian  Education  is  the  recommended 

number.)  From  the  _  pastoral  charge  will 

attend  the  workshop  on  Christian  Education  for  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church.  We  will  pay  $3.00  registration,  which 
covers  the  cost  of  the  noon  meal,  upon  arrival. 


(Signed  —  Pastor) 


In  my  personal  opinion,  perhaps  it 
might  be  said  that  the  main  reason  for 
those  hundreds  who  followed  Jim  Jones 
could  possibly  be  partly  or  largely 
blamed  on  the  parents  of  those  young 
people  who  failed  to  teach  them  the 
proper  way  of  life  in  their  homes  and  to 
bring  them  into  the  church  from  an  early 
age  through  adolescence. 

In  my  opinion,  the  ministers  are  doing 
all  they  can  to  encourage  people  and 
parents  to  attend  church  and  church 
schools  in  order  to  learn  just  what 
religion  is  all  about  and  what  funda¬ 
mental  beliefs  are  in  all  of  the  churches. 

Henry  W.  Dorsey 
associate  pastor 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC.  New  Orleans 


Recovery  program  set 

NASHVILLE,  TN  -  On  April  16 
through  18.  Scarritt  College  Center  of 
Continuing  Education  will  present 
“Recovering  Church  School  Dropouts.” 
The  Rev.  Kenneth  Mitchell  will  lead  the 
seminar.  Participants  will  be  learning 
and  practicing  skills  for  ministry  to 
church  school  (frop-outs. 

The  seminarbegins  at  2  p.m..  Monday. 
April  16,  continuing  through  Noon. 
Wednesday,  April  18. 

The  total  tuition  cost  is  $60  per  person, 
or  $45  per  person  for  two  or  more  from 
the  same  local  congregation. 

Registration  information  can  be 
obtained  by  contacting  Scarritt  College 
Center  of  Continuing  Education,  327-2700 
ext.  515. 


New  outdoor  ministry 
plans  outings  for  you 


So  you,  too,  can  experience  the 
“Call  of  Nature”  Tim  Brocker 
organized  the  Louisiana  Outdoor 
Ministries  You  pick  the  activity  - 
canoeing,  hiking,  cycling,  camping, 
retreats  —  and  he  provides  you  with  a 
custom-made  outing  that  fits  your 
group’s  time  schedule  and  physical 
fitness.  Tim.  a  Centenary  College 
Senior,  serves  as  guide  and  host  on  the 
trips. 

Keeping  costs  at  a  minimum,  his 
planned  routes  include  anything  from 
a  one-day  canoe  float  down  a 
Louisiana  river  to  an  18-dav  outdoor 
extravaganza  to  Big  Bend  National 
Park  in  Texas  with  canoeing, 
backpacking,  rafting,  orienteering, 
camping,  cycling  and  horseback 
riding. 

Tim  says  he  experiences  more 
inspiration  when  he  is  out  of  his  “four 
walls.”  “There  are  just  so  many  more 
things  to  be  amazed  about." 

Through  Christ-centered  outings, 
the  Louisiana  Outdoors  Ministries 
hopes  to  meet  the  growing  individual 
needs  for  a  better  understanding, 
awareness  and  appreciation  of  the 
natural  world  as  God’s  creation,  he 
explained. 


Tim  has  done  his  homework  well, 
studying  the  Louisiana  Master  Trail 
Plan  system  and  investigating  dozens 
of  long  and  short  canoe,  cycling  and 
hiking  trails  in  our  state. 

“Louisiana  Outdoor  Ministries,  in 
its  effort  to  provide  economical 
outdoor  adventures.  operates 
primarily  for  groups  in  Louisiana  on 
trips  within  the  state  because  they  are 
less  expensive  and  more  convenient 
However,  trips  into  the  Ozarks  of 
Arkansas  and  our  western  neighbor, 
Texas,  if  your  group  prefers,  can  be 
planned,  Tim  says. 

Tim  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  where  he 
earned  an  architectural  engineer 
associate  degree.  He  worked  four 
years  in  Florida  where  he  believed 
God  led  him  into  work  with  United 
Methodist  Youth.  He  served  as  an 
MYF  counselor  for  two  years.  Be¬ 
cause  he  felt  God  wanted  him  to  work 
in  the  church,  he  enrolled  at  Centenary 
College.  Shreveport,  in  Christian 
Education.  He  says  he  has  always 
enjoyed  the  outdoors.  He's  an 
experienced  backpacker,  having 
hiked  360  miles  on  the  Pacific  Crest 
Trail  in  California 

This  outdoor  ministry  is  unique  to 
the  state  and  only  a  few  other 


conferences  in  the  nation  have  such  a 
program.  Florida  being  one  of  them. 
Tim  hopes  to  develop  the  program  so 
that  Centenary’s  Church  Careers 
students  can  gain  experience  by 
working  with  the  outings  He  also 
hopes,  in  the  future,  it  will  become  a 
formal  Conference  ministry . 

“Costs  are  kept  at  a  minimum  and 
vary  according  to  the  type  and  length 
of  the  trip  involved,  equipment  rental, 
permits,  food,  transportation,  etc.”  he 


Trips  or  Outings  can  be  scheduled 
between  now  and  May  12.  June  16- 
Aug.  25.  and  Sept.  8-Nov.  11.  Tim  says 
he  needs  advance  notice  to  prepare 
for  an  outing. 

You  can  gain  more  information  by 
writing  Louisiana  Outdoor  Ministries. 
104  Dalzell  St..  Shreveport  La  71104 


Tim  Bricker 


-Around  the  Conference- 


Arkansas  Bishop 
highlights  Memorial 
Preaching  Series 

LAKE  CHARLES  —  Bishop  Paul  Ver¬ 
non  Galloway,  resident  Bishop  of  the 
Arkansas  Area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  speak  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  April  9,  10,  and  11  for 
the  George  W.  Pomeroy  memorial 
preaching  series. 

The  series  is  held  annually  during  Holy 
Week  in  memory  of  Dr.  Pomeroy,  pastor 
of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
from  1962  to  1967. 

Bishop  Galloway,  a  native  of  Mountain 
Home,  Arkansas,  was  licensed  to  preach 
at  age  20.  His  pastorate  as  a  Methodist 
minister  spans  over  50  years  during 
which  time  he  served  churches  in  the 
Arkansas,  Oklahoma  and  Texas 
Conferences.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Boston 
Avenue  Church  in  Tulsa  for  ten  years. 

Lake  Charles  District 
women  set  ‘day  apart’ 


Sessions  will  include:  “Organizing  the 
Sunday  School  Classes,”  “Improving 
Sunday  School  Classes  and  Recruiting," 
and  “Selecting.  Purchasing  and  Studying 
United  Methodist  Literature  and  New 
Models.”  Leaders  will  be  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  Staff. 

The  focus  of  the  meet  will  be  to 
strengthen  the  work  of  the  Church  School 
in  Ethnic  Minority  Churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 


Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock 


LAKE  CHARLES  —  The  annual  Lake 
Charles  District  United  Methodist 
Women’s  “Day  Apart"  will  be  held 
Wednesday,  April  11.  from  9:30  a.m.  to 
2:00  p.m.  at  District  Camp.  The  camp  is 
located  at  LeBlanc  near  Kinder. 

Guest  leader  for  this  inspirational  day 
is  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock  of  Baton  Rouge. 
Mrs.  Brock  is  serving  as  vice-president 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women. 

The  theme  of  the  program.  Be  Still 
Before  the  Lord,  is  based  on  the  book 
“Dimensions  of  Prayer”  by  Douglas  V. 
Steere. 

All  members  of  the  local  UMW  units  in 
the  Lake  Charles  District  are  invited  to 
take  part  in  this  day’s  experience 


Agencies  receive  gifts 


SHREVEPORT  -  Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark, 
director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  announced  this 
week  that  the  following  gifts  have  been 
presented  as  income  from  undesignated 
funds  of  the  Foundation: 

Flint  Goodridge  Hospital  of 
Dillard  University,  N  O. 

For  two  $500  nursing 

scholarships  $1,000 

MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services,  Houma  $1,000 

Board  of  Pensions,  La 
Conference  $1 ,000 

Hughes  Community  Center, 

Baton  Rouge  $500 

United  Methodist  Children’s 

Home,  Ruston  $500 

Retired  Ministers’  Home 

Board  $500 

Dulac  Community  Center, 

Dulac  $500 

Other  designated  income  in  the  amount 
of  $7,321.48  has  been  distributed  to 
various  Conference  institutions  and 
agencies  Dr.  Clark  said. 

Renewing  spirit 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Evangelist  Robert 
Burgess  led  Spiritual  Renewal  services 
April  1-4  at  Algiers  UMC.  Pat  Richie  was 
the  special  singer.  Rev.  Carey  Martin  is 
pastor. 

Louisianaian  at 
Nashville  meet 

Joaquin  Garcia  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  was  among  the  fifty-one 
educational  leaders  from  ethnic  minority 
groups  in  all  five  United  Methodist 
jurisdictions  gathered  in  Nashville  Feb 
22-25  to  seek  information  and  methods 
which  will  enable  them  to  develop  church 
school  curriculum  for  their  specific 
ethnic  cultures. 

Assembled  at  Scarritt  College’s  Center 
of  Continuing  Education,  participants  of 
the  Curriculum  Development  Seminar 


for  Ethnic  Minority  Churches,  was  led 
through  the  various  aspects  of 
curriculum  developments. 

Correction  of 
Trinity’s  askings 

RUSTON  —  Because  of  a  computer 
error,  it  was  reported  in  the  March  9 
financial  report  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  that  Trinity  UMC  of  Ruston 
had  paid  97  percent  of  its  askings  for 
1978. 

“This  error  will  be  corrected  in  the 
Conference  Journal.  But  we  wrant  the 
Conference  to  know  that  100  percent  of  all 
askings  were  paid,  and  that  the  Black 
College  Fund  of  $1,056  was  paid  in  full 
this  year  as  on  all  other  years  and  that  it 
was  paid  on  time,”  according  to  Trinity’s 
minister.  Merlin  W.  Merrill. 

Shreveport  District 
women  plan 
annual  retreat 

SHREVEPORT  -  Shreveport  District 
United  Methodist  Women  will  have  their 


annual  retreat  April  21  from  10  a.m.  to  2 
p.m.  at  Christ  UMC,  1204  Crabapple 
Drive. 

Mrs.  John  (Pat)  Salisbury  of 
Longview,  Texas,  will  be  speaking.  She  is 
the  author  of  the  book.  “Special  to 
Jesus.  "  Mrs.  Dan  Grove  of  Mooringsport 
will  be  in  charge  of  the  music. 


Pat  Salisbury 


150  attend  seashore  retreat 


Our  Methodist  Women  soaked  up  three 
days  of  spring  sunshine  and  inspirational 
ministering  during  the  recent 
Conference  UMW  retreat  at  Seashore 
Methodist  Assembly,  Biloxi.  Miss. 

Approximately  150  women  from  across 
the  state  participated  in  the  retreat 
which  emphasized  "Living  Personal 
Commitment."  The  gathering  served  as 
a  climax  of  the  two-year  Conference  goal 
of  Personal  Commitment  and  was  a 
means  of  community  building  among 
members  of  the  UMW,  according  to  the 


group’s  president,  Mrs.  Amy  Ward 

About  30  women,  who  could  not  attend, 
participated  in  the  retreat’s  study  plan  at 
home. 

Leaders  at  the  retreat  were  (left  to 
right)  Rev  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  co¬ 
minister  at  First  Church  in  Houma ;  Mrs. 
Lois  Kohler,  a  member  of  the  Women’s 
Division  staff  of  the  Nashville  Region; 
and  Mrs.  Faye  R.  Matthews  of  Lubbock, 
Texas,  a  member-at-large  of  the 
Women's  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 
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<  Editorial 

‘Designated  giving’  is  not  the 
primary  issue  to  be  addressed 


OOP  RUE P 
YESTERPAY  WITH 
g U&ING6 


In  early  January  of  this  year, 
TM/UMR  proposed  editorially  a  limited 
form  of  “designated  giving”  by  local 
churches  to  the  UMC's  general 
benevolence  funds. 

Under  this  proposal,  each  local  church 
would  be  expected  to  pay  all  of  its  con- 
nectional  assessments  in  full,  but  it  would 
be  given  the  right  to  withhold  payment 
to  a  particular  agency  or  program  “on 
grounds  of  Christian  conscience"  and 
pay  a  like  amount  to  some  other  desig¬ 
nated  general  church  benevolence.  In  late 
January  this  proposal  was  endorsed  by 
an  ad  hoc  group  of  100  United  Method¬ 
ists  meeting  in  Chicago. 

Since  then  a  number  of  church  groups 
have  expressed  strong  opposition  to  this 
proposal.  Fears  have  been  expressed 
that  it  would  undermine  our  church’s 
social  witness  and  its  commitment  to 
minister  to  racial  and  ethnic  minorities. 

A  common  thread  in  nearly  all  expres¬ 
sions  of  opposition  to  “designated  giv¬ 
ing”  is  that  it  would  “destroy  the  fabric 
of  the  UMC’s  connectional  system." 

We  affirm  the  discussion  that  is 
currently  taking  place  across  the  church 
regarding  this  issue.  Such  discussion 
helps  to  sort  out  the  merits  and  dangers 
of  any  proposal,  and  it  will  assist  persons 
elected  as  General  Conference  delegates 
in  deciding  how  to  vote. 

We  are  troubled  by  one  missing 
element  in  most  of  the  critical  responses 
to  date  concerning  "Designated  giving.” 
This  proposal  Was  not  offered  as  an  end 
in  itself,  but  as  a  means  of  addressing  the 
problems  of  morale  among  the  church’s 
members  and  accountability  among 
various  levels  of  our  church. 

The  negative  responses  to  this  proposal 
have  focused  almost  exclusively  on 
preserving  the  status  quo  in  our  church’s 
“connectional  system."  These  responses 
have  scarcely  acknowledged  or  sought  to 
address  the  serious  degree  of  alienation 
that  presently  exists  between  different 
parts  of  our  church’s  “connection.”  The 
fear  expressed  by  some  general  agencies 
that  "designated  giving  in  any  form 
would  destroy  connectionalism”  carries 
with  it  an  unfortunate  implication:  that 
“connectionalism"  is,  and  should  remain, 
an  imbalanced  system  which  involves 
active  decision-making  at  the  general 
church  level  supported  by  passive  fund¬ 
ing  from  the  local  church  level. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  lost 
more  than  one  million  members  during 
the  past  decade,  and  it  continues  to  lose 
members  each  year.  A  wide  gap  exists 
between  our  church’s  affirmation  of 
“pluralism"  and  the  perception  by  our 
church’s  members  that  our  general 
agencies  are  anything  but  “pluralistic" 
in  outlook  and  action.  Thousands  of 
United  Methodists  feel  unrepresented  by 
their  church’s  general  agencies  and  , 
powerless  to  influence  them  in  any  way. 
These  facts  suggest  to  us  that  the  UMC’s 
connectional  system  is  not  presently  as 
healthy  as  many  opponents  of  “desig¬ 
nated  giving"  imply. 

We  believe  in  the  UMC’s  connectional 
system,  and  we  would  never  knowingly 
or  intentionally  seek  to  weaken  or 
undermine  it.  We  do  not  wish  to  dull  our 

Palm  Sunday  prayer 

By  THELMA  Q.  GOODRICH 
Dear  God, 

This  is  the  Donkey 
Kneeling  here  to  You : 

Your  creature  who  must 
Move  reluctantly. 

Whose  raucous  bray 
Disturbs  the  pious  souls. 

Whose  gaudy  blanket 
Masks  an  ugly  gray. 

When  You  chose  me  as  your  steed 
Was  it  because 
You  know  it’s  not  my  nature 
To  be  turned 

By  palm  tree  branches  waving 
In  the  hands  of  fools? 


church’s  social  witness  or  decrease  its 
ministry  to  minorities.  We  frankly  do  not 
like  the  idea  of  “designated  giving"  for 
many  of  the  same  reasons  that  others 
have  offered.  To  date,  however,  we  have 
neither  seen  nor  heard  any  other 
proposal  which  seeks  seriously  to 
address  the  crisis  in  confidence  that  so 
many  United  Methodists  are  expressing 
regarding  our  "connectional  system.” 
Our  church's  general  agencies  have 
repeatedly  affirmed  that  economic 
sanctions  are  an  appropriate  way  for 
expressing  disapproval  of  corporate 
actions  and  public  policy.  To  date,  we 
have  seen  no  logically  consistent 
rationale  for  denying  this  same  principle 
with  respect  to  local  churches  and 
general  church  programs. 

For  the  UMC’s  connectional  system  to 
serve  our  Lord  with  maximum 
effectiveness,  a  climate  of  trust  needs  to 
be  rebuilt  between  its  different  levels.  If 
that  cannot  be  accomplished,  then  we 
need  at  least  to  develop  a  better  system 
of  checks  and  balances  in  our 
"connectionalism"  such  that  local 
churches  do  not  feel  totally  “ignored”  or 
“powerless"  and  that  general  agencies 
are  not  “hamstrung"  or  “silenced."  If 
someone  can  offer  a  more  effective 
means  of  accomplishing  this  end  than 
“designated  giving,"  we  will  gladly 
endorse  it. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


ANP  I'M  Sure 
HE'LL  DO  THE  SAME 
WITH  TOMORROW 


APRILS,  1978 


Pensions  proposal  clarified 


5UT  WHY  IS  IT 
NOTHING  6 OOP 
EVER  HAPPENS 
TO  PAY? 


More  reader-response  to 
UMC’s  ‘identity  crisis’ 

General  Conference  alone 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  out  of  a  background  of 
relating  to  local  churches,  annual 
conferences,  and  a  national  church  board 
—  over  the  past  several  years  my  work 
has  placed  me  in  contact  with  many 
laypersons,  in  many  local  churches,  in 
many  parts  of  the  country. 

I  wish  to  say  Amen!  to  your  editorial  in 
the  February  23  issue  of  TM/UMR 
dealing  with  the  UMC’s  lack  of  basic 
identity  and  spiritual  direction.  Many 
folks  are  expressing  unhappiness  with 
our  great  church’s  present  condition 
They  express  this  through  criticism  of 
everything  from  local  church  work 
through  general  church  work  and 
policies. 

I  am  convinced  that  it  is  a  lack  of 
clearly  identified  purposes  of  the  church 
as  a  spirit-filled  (or  faith-committed  or 
doctrinally  stable)  body  representing  the 
work  of  Christ  that  is  the  root  of  the 
dissatisfaction. 

I  am  further  convinced  that  there  is  a 
great  impression  that  our  church  is  being 
“used"  by  many  (in  and  out  of  the 
church)  to  further  their  own  pet  ideas. 
We  see  time  and  time  again  efforts  to 
proof-text  programs  via  the  Scriptures 
rather  than  letting  the  Scriptures  guide 
the  creation  of  programs.  I  would  guess 
that  much  dissatisfaction  would 
disappear  if  it  were  to  become  obvious 
that  the  Bishops,  General  Conference, 
annual  conferences,  boards  and  agencies 
were  acting  out  of  convictions  gained 
from  prayer,  the  Scriptures  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  as  well  as  from  debate  and 

eXpertS  Don  Stilwel] 

Gulfport,  Mississippi 

What  is  real  purpose 
for  church’s  existence? 

To  the  Editor: 

While  the  vast  majority  ( and  perhaps 
all)  of  the  social  action  causes  taken  up 
by  our  church  are  very  worthwhile,  this 
has  often  been  done  at  the  expense  of  our 
primary  goal  for  existence  as  a  church, 
which  is  to  be  the  body  of  Christ  here  on 
earth  and  to  help  our  people  make  sense 
out  of  life  —  to  give  it  meaning.  Thus, 
care  should  be  taken  when  involving 
ourselves  in  social  action  that  this 
involvement  is  compatible  to  our  basic 
goals. 

The  leadership  of  our  church  has  often 
outrun  the  “followership"  carrying  the 
banner  of  one  social  action  cause  or 
another  and  hoping  that  the  faithful 
would  flock  around.  But  this  isn’t  usually 
the  case,  and  instead,  disillusionment 
has  often  resulted.  To  quote  from  an 
excellent  and  thought-provoking  book 
written  by  a  fellow  United  Methodist, 
Dean  M  Kelley,  entitled  “Why 
Conservative  Churches  Are  Growing.”  it 
says.  “The  situation  is  a  by-product  of 
the  general  attenuation  of  meaning  in  the 
major  churches:  the  leaders  —  despite 
some  valiant  efforts  —  have  not 
succeeded  in  making  clear  how  the  social 
action  they  invoke  fits  in  with  —  in  fact, 
is  required  by  —  the  meaning  system  of 
the  church.  So  this  option  may  need  to  be 
abandoned  for  another:  to  create  a 
community  of  shared  experience  and 
meaning  within  the  churches.  To 
continue  pressing  public  issues  that  do 
not  elicit  support  from  the  membership 
can  lead  only  to  further  alienation  of  the 
puzzled  faithful,  and  further  discredition 
of  the  committed  leadership  that  is  not 
being  followed."  (p.  146) 

The  “lack  of  a  sense  of  basic  identity 
and  spiritual  direction”  talked  about  in 
the  editorial  is  just  another  way  of  saying 
what  Dean  Kelley  said  about  the 
necessity  "to  create  a  community  of 
shared  experience  and  meaning  within 
the  church  " 

As  it  is.  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
limping  into  the  1980's  with  a  very 
fragmented  view  of  its  identity  and  real 
purpose  for  existence;  and  thus  I  would 
like  to  see  a  concerted  effort  at  General 
Conference  to  deal  with  our  basic 
identity  crisis.  Whaf  is  our  real  purpose 
for  existence  and  what  is  God  calling  us 
to  do  in  the  world  of  the  1980's? 

Tim  Boyle 

Santa  Maria.  California 


cannot  solve  the  problem 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  UMC’s  “identity 
crisis,"  the  General  Conference  could 
adopt  a  single  quadrennial  theme  ( as  you 
have  urged  in  a  previous  editorial)  and 
vigorously  pursue  it  with  all  General 
Boards  and  Agencies  contributing  their 
own  unique  emphasis. 

However.  I  believe  the  problem  goes 
much  deeper  than  simply  "addressing 
it”  at  General  Conference. 

Our  pluralistic  stance  has  not 
developed  overnight,  but  over  many 
years.  Our  competing  concerns  and 
legislative  maneuvering  are  both  the 
impetus  for  and  the  result  of  this 
pluralism.  General  Conference  actions 
are  usually  only  as  effective  as  local 
pastors  and  local  churches  permit  them 
to  be.  Our  identity  crisis  must  ultimately 
be  dealt  with  and  resolved  at  the  local 
church  level.  That’s  where  the  action 
really  is!  This  means  the  local  pastor 
himself  and  the  local  church  must  come 
to  grips  with  and  resolve  their  ovYi 
identity  crisis.  Then,  a  ground  swell  can 
resolve  the  general  church  crisis. 

Hopefully,  the  ground  swell  from  below 
will  meet  a  receptive  and  assisting  hand 
reaching  down  from  “on  high.” 

John  Woodruff 
Mishawaka,  Indiana 


To  the  Editor: 

As  a  member  of  the  Pension  Study 
Task  Force  I  feel  I  must  respond  to  the 
letters  in  your  March  16  issue.  I  am  glad 
to  see  so  much  interest  in  the  new 
pension  and  benefit  plans  we  have  been 
preparing,  but  I  am  unhappy  about  an 
apparent  misunderstanding.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  letters  you  received,  all  of  which 
showed  the  same  misconception,  is  indeed 
unfortunate. 

Our  attempt  to  reexamine  the  “peer 
group  concept”  seems  to  have  been 
totally  missed.  Under  the  new  plans, 
every  participating  full-time  minister 
would  have  pension  contributions  equal 
to  those  for  a  minister  with  average 
compensation.  We  feel  that  this  is  an 
extension  to  the  denomination  of  the 
brotherhood  principle  now  employed  in 
our  annual  conferences. 

I  believe  the  confusion  has  entered 
because  of  what  we  have  also  tried  to  do 
for  the  ministers  who  are  paid  more  than 
the  average.  Our  concern  was  with  the 
adjustment  to  retirement  and  the 
unfairness  of  requiring  a  higher-paid 
minister  to  accept  a  drastically-reduced 
income  while  the  lower-paid  minister 
might  receive  the  same  or  even  slightly 
better  income  than  before  retirement. 
We  decided  to  let  the  higher-paying 
church  or  agency  make  a  greater 
contribution  ( based  on  up  to  150  per  cent 
of  average  instead  of  100  per  cent)  and  to 
use  the  pension  part  of  the  higher 
contribution  for  a  higher  pension  for  the 
minister.  The  rest  of  the  higher 
contribution  will  be  used  for  the 
protection  benefits  for  all  ministers: 
death,  disability  and  survivor  benefits,  as 
well  as  a  pension  build-up  for  lower-paid 
ministers.  In  this  way  we  plan  to 
continue  part  of  the  subsidy  of  small 
churches  by  large  ones. 

We  welcome  comments  and  reactions 
to  the  ideas  in  the  new  plans  —  that  is  the 
reason  for  the  six-month  period  for 
feedback  before  final  refinement.  We’d 
like  the  comments  and  reactions  to  be  on 
the  basis  of  what  is  actually  in  the  plans, 
and  we  want  to  clear  up  the  misunder¬ 
standings  shown  in  your  recent  letters. 

Helen  D.  Curtis 

Schenectady,  New  York 

War,  not  theswastika 
is  the  real  obscenity 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  editorial  "Swastika  on 
toys  inappropriate”  (TM/UMR,  March 
2),  is  it  “appropriate”  for  children  to 
play  with  fighter  planes  bedecked  with 
American  flags,  implying  that  our  brave 
boys  are  murdering  those  nasty 
Germans?  Why  is  a  Christian  child 
playing  with  any  war  toys  at  all?  Using 
swastikas  correctly  is  not  obscene.  It  is 
war  which  is  obscene. 

Objecting  to  the  historically  accurate 
use  of  the  national  symbol  of  one 
particular  combatant  is  so  superficial 
that  it  promotes  insensitivity  to  war 
itself.  Instead  of  contributing  to  this 
dangerous  fuzzy-thinking  by  clearly 
limiting  your  rejection  of  "such  toys”  to 


war  toys  displaying  swastikas,  please 

Readers-Editors  dialogue 


Clearer  ‘spiritual  identity’ 
should  not  lessen  social  action 


Dear  Editor: 

I  want  to  give  three  loud  Amens  to  your 
editorial  on  the  UMC’s  "identity  crisis” 
(TM/LIMR,  February  23).  We  do  have 
one  —  there  is  no  doubt  about  it  —  and  we 
must  address  ourselves  to  it  now . 

I'm  very  glad  to  see  that  you  have 
spoken  out  on  the  spiritual  direction  of 
the  UMC  and  it  is  rather  profound  to  see 
that  although  the  1970’s  were  a  time  of 
great  spiritual  revival,  it  did  not  occur  in 
the  t'nited  Methodist  Church  as  a  whole. 

I  have  viewed  the  UMC  with  great 
disappointment  through  the  '70s,  as  I  saw 
it  becoming  more  and  more  a  social 
church  rather  than  one  dedicated  to  the 
work  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  word  of  God 
has  become  less  and  less  a  priority. 
We’ve  taken  on  the  social  issues  with 
great  gusto  and  have  all  but  disregarded 
the  Word  of  God.  the  Love  of  Christ  and 
the  commitment  to  the  Christian  wav  of 
life.  We’ve  taken  on  the  social  and 
political  issues  in  a  theological  manner 
and  have  all  but  disregarded  the  real 
challenge  for  those  committed  to  Christ: 
That  of  bringing  the  Gospel  first  to  the 
multitudes  waiting  to  hear  it  and  then 
bringing  the  love  of  Christ  to  those  who 
want  so  much  to  know  there  is  someone 
who  cares  about  them  personally. 

I  fear  that  unless  the  UMC  addresses 
itself  to  this  identity  crisis  first  at  the 
annual  conference  level  and  then  at  the 
General  Conference  in  1980  by  putting 
God  back  on  the  throne  and  addressing 
itself  to  prayer  and  God’s  will  for  all 
matters  first,  the  "big”  United  Methodist 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  edition  readers 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  a 
new  local  church  edition  at  Grace  UMC 
in  Joliet.  Illinois  (Northern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference ) . 

Each  week  about  325  subscriber- 
families  at  Grace  UMC  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  their 
own  local  church  news  printed  on  the 
front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

.  To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome."  We  hope  you  find  your  new 
church  newspaper  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers  from 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  “Letters  to  the  Editor." 


Church  which  boasts  of  being  one  of  the 
largest  bodies  in  the  organized  church 
will  find  itself  to  be  one  of  the  smallest 
bodies  if  and  when  we  get  to  the  21st 
century. 

I  for  one  will  be  watching  closely  the 
developments  at  the  annual  and  the 
General  Conferences,  but  I  will  also  be 
praying  that  the  spiritual  identity  of  the 
UMC  will  be  given  top  priority  and  that 
God  will  richly  bless  our  requests  for  His 
wisdom  and  the  revival  of  a  truly 
spiritual  church. 

Mrs.  Kathleen  R.  Brouse 

East  Earl,  Pennsylvania 

Although  our  editorial  lamented  the 
UMC’s  general  lack  of  "basic  identity 
and  spiritual  direction,"  it  was  not  our 
intention  to  suggest  or  imply  that  the 
church  should  withdraw  from  social 
involvement  or  from  addressing  political 
issues.  We  believe  that  any  spirituality 
that  does  not  involve  itself  with  the  world 
God  sent  His  Son  to  save  is  not  real 
spirituality  at  all.  Often  the  best  way 
initially  for  Christians  to  show  others 
that  “there  is  someone  who  cares  about 
them  personally"  is  through  acts  of 
service  and  social  action. 

Social  action  by  the  church,  in  our 
view,  becomes  improper  only  when  it 
becomes  the  church’s  “basic  identity”  or 
when  it  is  not  solidly  rooted  in  biblical 
faith  —  thus  making  it  difficult  to 
distinguish  Christian  social  action  from 
social  action  by  any  other  group. 

We  believe  the  UMC  at  all  levels  needs 
to  concern  itself  more  visibly  and 
definitively  with  the  message  of 
Scripture.  We  do  not  see  how  a  church 
and  its  members  could  so  concern 
themselves  without  engaging  in  social 
action.  For  social  action  to  be  called 
Christian,  however,  it  needs  to  be 
understood  both  by  ourselves  and 
interpreted  to  others  as  reflecting  Christ- 
like  intentions  and  Christ-like  methods. 
When  our  intentions  and  methods  meet 
those  criteria,  we  should  press  ahead 
with  Christian  social  action,  fully 
cognizant  that  such  actions  may  or  may 
not  meet  with  popular  approval  by  the 
world’s  standards.  Jesus’  actions  on 
behalf  of  the  poor  and  afflicted  were  in 
large  part  responsible  for  his  crucifixion. 
Christian  social  action  may  likewise 
result  in  our  having  a  cross  to  bear, 
either  individually  or  as  a  church.  If  so. 
then  so  be  it. 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 


direct  attention  to  the  real  problem  —  the 
sources  of  war  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

and  they  shall  beat  their  swords 
into  plowshares  and  their  spears  into 
pruning  hooks  ..."  (Isaiah  2:4).  Be  as 
precise  as  Isaiah.  Those  war  toys  must 
be  transformed,  not  redecorated!  In 
short,  your  advice  to  parents  should  have 
been:  Don’t  buy  tanks;  buy  tractors! 

Joan  Vaughan 

New  Market,  Tennessee 

All  should  share  in  the 
cost  of  national  defense 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  article  about 
Christians  objecting  to  their  tax  dollars 
being  used  for  military  spending 
(TM/UMR,  March  9).  I  would  like  to 
make  these  observations. 

Because  of  the  nature  of  man,  nations 
have  had  and  continue  to  have  conflicts; 
therefore,  nations  maintain  military 
forces  to  defend  themselves. 

The  United  States  has  been  involved  in 
several  conflicts  throughout  its  history 
and.  in  all  cases,  the  U.S.  military  forces 
have  never,  nor  will  they  ever,  say:  “We 
will  defend  the  people  of  the  United 
States  with  the  exception  of  the 
Mennonites,  the  Friends  and  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren." 

What  should  be  done  with  those  who 
object  and  do  not  want  their  taxes  to  be 
used  in  support  of  the  armed  forces?  In 
time  of  war.  should  they  be  exiled  to  a 
neutral  country?  Should  they  be  put  on 
the  front  lines  without  guns? 

No,  of  course  not!  We  United 
Methodists.  Jews,  Baptists,  Catholics, 
Presbyterians  —  all  of  us  in  the  military 

—  will  defend  all  of  them  because  they 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  just  as 
we  are.  Our  mission  is  to  defend  our 
country,  not  select  groups  in  our  country. 

Those  who  receive  the  benefits  should 
pay  the  price.  Theresa  E.  Chenoweth 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Designation  principle 
should  apply  consistently 

To  the  Editor: 

An  article  in  the  March  9  issue  of  your 
excellent  paper,  which  I  read  religiously 
each  week,  described  the  efforts  of  Dr. 
Herman  Will  of  the  Division  of  World 
Peace  of  our  church  to  secure  the  right  of 
some  taxpayers  to  designate  their  taxes 
so  that  they  do  not  go  for  military 
purposes.  He  is  quoted  as  stating  that  the 
1976  General  Conference  endorsed  the 
right  of  individuals  who,  for  reason  of 
conscience,  object  to  the  payment  of 
taxes  for  military  purposes. 

May  I  point  out  that  this  is  exactly  the 
principle  which  many  of  us  in  the  church 

—  who  favor  the  provision  by  this  next 
General  Conference  of  designation 
privileges  —  for  the  money  we  pay  to  the 
general  church  in  our  apportionments. 

If  the  General  Conference  continues  to 
favor  this  privilege  for  Christians  who 
pay  money  to  their  government, 
certainly  there  can  be  no  logical 
objection  to  extending  the  same  privilege 
to  Christians  who  pay  money  to  their 
church.  I  sincerely  hope  the  General 
Conference  will  be  consistent  at  this 
point  and  legislate  accordingly. 

Joseph  H.  Grostephan 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 
‘Designated  giving’ would 

steal  the  gains  we’ve  made 

To  the  Editor: 

Because  of  our  church’s  present 
system  of  apportionments  and  funding 
for  all  agencies  and  boards,  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  its  predecessors, 
has  been  able  to  rise  to  a  leadership  role 
on  behalf  of  the  efforts  of  minorities  — 
including  white  women  —  to  achieve 
their  rightful  share  of  what  our  churches 
and  schools  have  always  touted  as  "the 
American  way  of  life.”  Also  included  in 
this  fight  for  equal  treatment  are  white, 
black,  red,  etc.  handicapped  citizens,  of 
which  I  am  one  who  has  always  been 
active. 

I  am  sadly  afraid  that  all  of  the  gains 
we  achieved  in  the  ’60s  and  have  seen 
already  slipping  during  the  '70s  will  be 


stolen  from  us  during  the  ’80s,  through  a 
combination  of  the  reactionary  measure 
of  many  and  the  indifference  of  the  re^t 
of  the  majority-population.  If  thje 
reactionaries  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  about  which  many  of 
us  have  already  started  feeling  some 
uneasiness,  are  allowed  to  block  off  the 
life-blood  funding  of  those  United 
Methodist  agencies  which  have,  hitherto, 
been  our  spokesmen,  my  fears  are  much 
more  likely  to  be  realized  to  their  worst 
extent.  Your  newspaper’s  assuming  the 
role  of  advocate  on  behalf  of  “designated 
giving,"  therefore,  troubles  me  greatly.  - 

I  have  prepared  a  petition,  which 
several  other  members  of  my  local 
congregation  have  also  signed,  for 
submission  through  the  Baltimore 
Annual  Conference  to  the  next  General 
Conference.  We  are  requesting  that  a 
section  be  added  to  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  which  would  be  the  new 
paragraph  816,  stating  that:  “In  all 
things  consistent  with  the  basic 
teachings  of  United  Methodism  and  of 
Jesus  Christ,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  these 
general  boards  and  agencies  to  respond 
to  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  when 
this  guidance  leads  them  to  assume  the 
roles  of  prophets  and  leaders  in  bringing 
about  Christ’s  Kingdom  here  on  earth, 
and  funds  for  carrying  out  these  roles 
shall  not  be  denied  by  other  than  the 
deliberative  action  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and/or  the  General 
Conference." 

If  TM/UMR  wants  to  maintain  its 
assumed  role  of  spokesman  for  a  broad 
spectrum  of  United  Methodism,  the  least 
you  can  do  is  to  print  my  letter  and,  thus, 
permit  me  to  urge  all  United  Methodists 
of  all  hues  who  share  my  appreciation  for 
the  leadership  which  our  denomination 
has  given  to  the  Human  Rights 
movement,  and  who  share  my  fears  that 
the  gains  of  this  movement  will  be 
wrested  from  us,  to  join  me  in  taking 
action.  They  can  either  present  similar 
petitions  to  the  General  Conference 
through  the  procedures  which  will  be 
announced  later  (his  year  or  flood  their 
delegates  to  the  Annual,  as  well  as  the 
General  Conferences  with  letters  in 
support  of  the  present  system  of 
apportionments  and  allotments. 

I  believe  in  pluralism  and  will  stoutly 
defend  the  rights  of  even  “conserva¬ 
tives"  to  remain  a  vocal  and  visible 
part  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
I  am  prepared  to  leave  it  to  the  Al¬ 
mighty  to  decide  what  portion  of  Heaven 
He  will  assign  to  those  who  believe 
in  segregated  worship.  However,  while 
I  will  follow  Jesus’  dictum  to  pray 
for  those  who  spitefully  use  me,  I  will  not 
sacrifice  my  own  rights  to  be  heard  and 
read,  nor  the  rights  of  others  with  views 
similar  to  mine,  on  any  altar  for 
continued  unity  if  our  denomination 
ceases  to  be  The  Church' For  us. 

James  E.  Perry 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

W e  should  not  rush 

to  condemn  abortion 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  address  those  who 
deplore  abortion  in  such  loud  terms. 
First  I  wish  to  say  that  I,  too,  deplore 
abortion,  but  in  the  same  breath,  I  wish 
to  say  that  you  or  I  have  no  right  to 
condemn  abortions  in  strident  terms 
unless  we  are  willing  to  help  provide  care 
to  the  unwanted  child  who  is  not  aborted. 

I  would  like  to  ask  those  of  you  who 
speak  out  so  emphatically  against 
abortion,  “Are  you  willing  to  go  to  the 
mother-to-be  and  say  to  her,  ‘Please 
don’t  have  the  abortion  —  have  the  baby 
and  I  will  help  you.  I  will  pay  your  doctor 
and  hospital  bills  and  help  provide  for  the 
child’.’’ 

Then  and  only  then  do  you  have  the 
right  to  condemn  abortion.  (I  realize  the 
rich  also  have  abortions,  but  that’s 
another  subject.)  We  cannot  condemn 
the  women  who  have  abortions  —  it  is  not 
our  right  to  judge.  Judgment  is  the 
prerogative  of  God  our  Father. 

Edytha  Ringstrom 

Devils  Lake,  North  Dakota 


Ministry 

amidst 
conflict 


Conflict  in  the  Middle  East  hos  left  o  greor  number  of  children  fatherless  With¬ 
out  compensation  or  other  income,  mothers  most  often  ore  unoble  to  support 
their  fomilies. 

UMCOR.  working  through  the  Society  of  In'ash  El-Usro  is  ministering  to  many 
of  these  children.  UMCOR  Child  Support  funds  help  provide  core  for  these  boys 
ond  girls  in  their  own  homes  instead  of  separating  them  from  their  fomilies 
in  on  institution. 

More  than  500  children  ore  owoitmg  sponsorship  by  the  Society  The  overoge 
onnuol  support  cost  for  on  elementary  school  child  is  $500  Your  gift  con  help 
UMCOR  continue  its  ministry  of  love  ond  concern. 


Help  UMCOR  minister  amidst  conflict 


/CMNCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
UMCOR 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N  Y  10027 
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‘God  won’t  let  me  spend  money  decking  myself 9 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 
United  Methodist  Communications 

NEW  YORK  -  When  the  Rev.  E.A.  Adeolu  Adegbola 
heard  he  had  been  nominated  a  bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Nigeria,  he  went  off  on  a  retreat  by  himself  to 
consider  it.  While  there  it  occurred  to  him  that  by  saying 
"yes”  he  would  commit  himself  to  spending  1,500  Nigerian 
dollars  on  vestments. 

"The  question  quickly  arose  in  my  mind  what  I  would 
rather  do  for  the  Methodist  Church  Nigeria  if  anyone  should 
give  me  N1.500  dedicated,  prayed-over  money,”  he  wrote  in 
a  letter  afterward.  And  it  didn’t  take  long  to  answer  the 
question  because  he  had  on  his  desk  at  the  Institute  of 
Church  and  Society  in  Ibadan  a  long  list  of  projects  in 
process  for  1978-79. 

Returning  home.  Dr.  Adegbola  sat  down  and  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  Nigeria  conference,  the  Rev. 
J.  B.  Poromon.  In  it  hp  said:  "I  dare  not  spend  too  much 


money  decking  myself,  not  even  in  the  name  of  the  high 
office  of  bishop  I  simply  cannot.  My  understanding  of  God 
and  his  demands  from  man  won’t  allow  it.” 

The  rest  of  his  letter  was  devoted  to  explaining  why  he 
believed  the  church  in  Africa  should  give  priority  in 
religious  expenditure  to  a  program  to  combat  poverty,  in 
the  name  of  Christian  stewardship. 

First  he  reported  he  had  been  "confronted  with  poverty 
far  more  than  I  had  ever  seen  before”  in  October  1973  when 
he  took  a  week-long  trip  around  drought-ravaged  northern 
Nigeria  and  southern  Ethiopia.  "We  carried  our  food  with 
us,”  he  wrote.  "All  the  same  the  people  killed  their  goats  to 
give  us  meat.  They  shared  with  us  out  of  their  abject 
poverty.” 

Since  that  experience  Dr.  Adegbola  has  given  part  of  his 
ministry  to  serving  “the  relief  in  depth  of  the  problems  of 
poverty.”  This  has  included  supervising  a  scientific 


experiment  on  the  production  of  leaf  protein,  directing  a 
survey  of  urban  poverty  in  Ibadan  and  promoting 
Cooperative  Farmers’  Groups  in  Oye  State.  Also  he  led 
student  work-campers  seeking  water  supplies  for  rural 
areas,  and  in  the  last  quarter  of  1978  he  started  a 
Community  Science  Center  in  a  village  outside  Ibadan. 

In  the  letter  to  Bishop  Poromon  he  said  he  was 
"reflecting  on  what  minimum  episcopal  dress  is  required" 
and  he  promised  "to  organize  myself  to  obtain  such."  At  the 
same  time  he  indicated  any  “extra  resources  .  .  available 
to  me  I  will  in  the  name  of  Christian  stewardship  devote  to 
the  alleviation  of  the  needs  of  the  poor. " 

Since  the  letter  was  written  Dr.  Adegbola's  nomination  as 
bishop  has  been  rescinded,  although  friends  in  the  U  S. 
believe  the  matter  may  still  be  under  discussion. 

When  last  heard  from  he  was  working  on  the  practical 
application  of  his  doctoral  dissertation  written  for  the 
University  of  Bristol  in  England.  The  subject:  the 


interaction  between  Yoruba  traditional  religion  and 
Christianity  in  western  Nigeria.  Those  who  have  read  it 
have  commented  on  its  relevance  for  modern-day  Nigeria. 
Dr  Adegbola  believes  its  thesis  —  religious  responsibility 
for  social  change  —  can  help  to  define  the  mission  of  the 
church. 

Dr.  Adegbola  is  a  minister  in  the  150, 000- member 
Methodist  Church  of  Nigeria.  This  is  a  union  of  the  Western 
Nigeria  District,  rooted  in  the  British  Wesleyan  tradition, 
and  the  Eastern  District,  started  by  Primitive  Methodists 
from  Britain.  In  1976  the  church  government  was 
reorganized  to  provide  for  a  patriarch,  archbishops  and 
bishops 

United  Methodist  work  in  Nigeria,  an  outgrowth  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church’s  work  through  the 
Sudan  United  Mission,  is  limited  to  the  Muri  Church  of 
Christ  in  Congola  State. 


Hispanics  discover  greater  unity 


'  LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Rev.  Daniel 
Rodriguez,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  makes 
the  point  that  Hispanic  United 
Methodists  must  get  outside  of  their 
churches  and  into  the  struggles  of  the 
masses  of  Hispanics  if  they  are  to  be 
faithful  to  God’s  call. 
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By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Unity  —  a  goal  that 
has  long  eluded  United  Methodism’s 
Hispanic  groups  —  was  a  welcome 
surprise  to  emerge  here  last  week  at  the 
groups’  first  large-scale  national 
meeting,  participants  agreed. 

Surprise  and  satisfaction  that  the 
sessions  didn’t  break  down  in 
disagreement  or  polarization,  but  that 
Cubans,  Puerto  Ricans  and  Mexican- 
Americans  were  pulling  together  was  the 
most  frequent  comment  on  the  four-day 
event.  A  history  of  diviseness  goes  back 
to  the  early  1970s,  leaders  said. 

The  convocation  brought  together 
some  400  Spanish-speaking  United 
Methodists  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  new  foundation  for 
Hispanic  ministries  “to  make  something 
that  is  ours”  —  out  of  Scripture, 
liberation  theology  and  diverse  cultures. 

Solidifying  Hispanic  efforts  is  an 
urgent  need  if  UM  churches  are  to 
aggressively  meet  the  challenge  of  the 
nation’s  fastest  growing  population, 
planning  coordinator  Clifford  Aguilar  of 
Los  Angeles  told  TM/UMR.  "Many  are 
open  to  Protestantism.” 

Although  relatively  small  in  numbers 
in  the  UMC  —  approximately  33,000  in 
some  300  churches  —  Hispanics  will  soon 
be  the  nation’s  largest  minority  group 
and  are  the  fastest  growing  population 
group.  There  are  an  estimated  20  million 


in  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Delegates  from  the  church’s  two 
Spanish-speaking  annual  conferences  — 
the  Rio  Grande  and  Puerto  Rico  —  plus 
persons  from  nine  other  regions  with 
sizeable  Hispanic  groups  were  repre¬ 
sented. 

Delegates  adopted  more  than  100 
resolutions  to  be  referred  to  the  1980 
General  Confernce,  church  agencies  or 
to  the  Hispanic  caucus.  They  supported  a 
single  missional  priority  —  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  for  1981-84,  asked 
for  the  election  of  an  Hispanic  bishop  in 
each  jurisdiction  and  supported  the  1980 
census.  Autonomy  for  the  Puerto  Rican 
conference  also  was  supported. 

Major  obstacles 

Hispanic  UMs  face  several  major 
obstacles  in  their  quest  for  growth, 
evangelization  and  service  ministries, 
leaders  said.  Briefly,  they  are: 

•  Middle-classism  —  "It’s  very  hard  to 
be  United  Methodist  and  be  poor. ' ' 

•  Tradition  of  inwardness  with  little 
church  outreach  into  the  community; 
"Churches  are  exclusive  clubs  for  those 
who  live  a  correct  way  of  life.  ’  ’ 

•  Acculturation  —  or  acceptance  of  the 
majority  culture  —  in  worship,  theology, 
values  and  scriptural  interpretation. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Rodriguez,  program 
director  for  the  Rio  Grande  conference, 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  called  these 


problems  "corruption”  —  seeking  good 
for  ourselves  and  not  wishing  it  for  others 
—which  has  weakened  Hispanic  ministry 

He  said  many  Hispanic  UMs  are 
"aliens”  to  the  majority  of  the  Spanish 
speaking  because  they  have  adopted  the 
values,  the  culture,  the  language  and 
middle-class  materialism  of  the  majority 
"anglo”  society.  "We  have  even  adopted 
forms  of  worship  which  do  not  reach 
Hispanic  hearts  and  have  hidden 
ourselves  in  our  communities." 

Dr.  Rodriguez,  the  president-elect  of 
MARCHA,  the  UM  Hispanic  caucus, 
called  for  eyes  to  be  opened  to  the  needs 
of  local  congregations  and  to  "proclaim 
redemption  and  liberty."  But.  he  said, 
"There  are  many  in  our  own  house  who 
will  say  ‘don’t  waste  time  on  the  poor  and 
oppressed  because  they  have  already 
given  up.’  " 

Identification  with  the  poor  and 
bringing  both  internal  and  external 
liberation  to  the  majority  of  Hispanics  in 
the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico  who  live  in  poverty 
was  debated  from  the  viewpoint  of 
sociology,  liberation  theology,  history 
and  the  Scriptures. 

Dusting  away  the  cultural  baggage 
from  the  Gospel  message  and  reading 
the  Bible  "freed  from  the  mountains  of 
interpretation"  put  on  it  by  the  white 
majority  theologians  was  strongly  urged 
by  two  Hispanic  theologians  who 
addressed  the  conference. 

"Our  task  today  is  to  read  the 


What’s  General  Conference? 

United  Methodists  look  to  1980 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Q.  How  is  my  local  church  affected  by 
what  aGeneral  Conference  does? 

A.  General  Conference  speaks  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Each  local 
church  is  guided  by  the  rules,  policies 
and  programs  established  every  four 
years  by  General  Conference,  highest 
legislative  body  of  the  denomination.  The 
next  General  Conference  opens  April  15, 
1980  in  Indianapolis. 

Q.  How  do  United  Methodists  get  to  be 
a  part  of  General  Conference  and  help 
make  those  rules  and  policies? 

A.  General  Conference  is  represen¬ 
tative  from  stem  to  stern.  Delegates 
are  elected  from  each  annual  confer¬ 
ence  by  secret  ballot  at  the  conference 
immediately  preceding  a  General  Con¬ 
ference.  An  equal  number  of  ministerial 
and  lay  delegates  are  elected.  Ministers 
elect  ministers,  laypersons  elect  layper¬ 
sons. 

The  number  varies  from  600  to  1,000, 
according  to  a  formula  based  on  total 
church  membership  and  the  number  of 
ordained  ministers.  Next  year  there  will 
be  exactly  1,000  voting  delegates. 

Q.  Does  General  Conference  determine 
what  a  United  Methodist  should  believe? 

A.  No,  although  the  "Book  of 
'Discipline”  (book  of  church  laws) 
presents  four  criteria  which  came  from 
John  Wesley  and  which  United 
Methodists  should  use  in  testing  their 


beliefs:  Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and 
experience. 

Each  General  Conference  position 
represents  the  considered  judgment  at  a 
given  time  of  the  elected  delegates.  That 
doesn’t  mean  you  can’t  re-examine 
decision  later  as  new  insights,  situations 
and  needs  arise. 

Q.  How  can  I,  or  my  local  church, 
influence  the  decisions  made  by  the 
General  Conference? 

A.  By  contacting  the  delegates  elected 
from  your  annual  Conference  and 
expressing  your  views.  Or  by  submitting 
a  petition. 

Q.  How  do  petitions  reach  General 
Conference? 

A.  Just  follow  the  procedure  outlined  in 
Paragraph  609  of  the  "Book  of 
Discipline,”  then  send  your  petition  to 
Newell  Knudson,  Petitions  Secretary,  P. 
O.  Box  5098,  Eureka,  Calif.  95501.  Any 
individual  or  organization  in  the  church 
may  submit  a  petition  during  the  year 
preceding  a  General  Conference,  up  until 
45  days  before  the  conference  opens. 
Next  year’s  deadline  is  March  1. 

Q.  What  happens  to  those  petitions? 

A.  Each  one  is  assigned  for  study  to  one 
of  ten  legislative  committees  of  the 
General  Conference.  Petitions  then  come 
to  the  floor  of  the  conference  in  one  of  two 
ways:  as  "concurrence”  (endorsed) 
items  by  a  committee,  which  are  printed 
and  circulated  to  each  delegate,  or  as 
"non-concurrence”  items,  which  are 
listed  but  not  printed  in  full.  No  petition 
simply  dies  in  committee. 


the  church  today 


Middle  East  expert  questions 
peace  treaty 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  church  expert 
on  the  Middle  East  has  expressed 
"elation"  tempered  with  "serious 
questions"  over  the  peace  treaty  struck 
between  Anwar  el-Sadat,  President  of 
Egypt,  and  Menachem  Begin,  Prime 
Minister  of  Israel. 

J.  Richard  Butler,  director  of  the 
Middle  East  section  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  warned,  “We  have 
a  serious  responsibility  to  raise  issues 
with  our  government  when  a  supposed 
•peace  treaty’  is  made  which  really  acts 
to  expand  the  military  armament  of 
these  two  c  oun  tries .  ” 

He  reacted  to  the  announcement  that 
the  U.S.  commitment  in  the  bargain  was 
for  $2  billion  worth  of  planes,  tanks  and 
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anti-aircraft  weapons  for  Egypt  and  $3 
billion  for  Israel  to  move  its  military 
installations  from  the  Sinai  Peninsula. 

Korean  Methodist  minister 
sentenced  to  prison 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  Rev.  Cho 
Wha  Soon,  a  Methodist  woman  minister 
arrested  for  her  leadership  of  Urban 
Industrial  Mission  (UIM)  work  in  South 
Korea,  has  been  sentenced  to  five  years 
in  prison,  according  to  word  received 
here  by  the  Asia  desk  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Ms.  Cho  has  been  in  and  out  of  jail  four 
times.  Her  fifth  and  last  arrest  came  in 
late  November  and  has  been  in  jail  ever 
since. 

Awarded  a  citation  last  fall  by  the 
North  American  Coalition  for  Human 
rights  in  Korea,  she  was  commended  for 
her  "outstanding  contribution  to  the 
cause  of  human  and  women’s  rights  in 
Korea.” 


Scriptures  on  our  own  —  critique  what 
was  said  before  and  then  arrive  at  an 
Hispanic-American  theology.”  said  Dr 
Justo  Gonzalez  of  Atlanta.  He  forecast 
that  the  re-reading  of  the  Bible  that  is 
happening  today  among  blacks,  Asians, 
women,  Africans  and  Hispanics  will  have 
ramifications  far  exceeding  those  of  the 
16th  century  Reformation  started  by 
Martin  Luther. 

"The  Protestantism  that  came  to  us  in 
the  last  century  through  missionaries 
was  largely  out  of  the  post-Civil  War 
Southern  church  which,  since  the 
Confederacy  lost,  held  that  the  church 
should  strictly  keep  out  of  politics,”  Dr. 
Gonzalez  said.  He  said  this  is  a  major 
reason  why  Hispanic  Protestants  today 
tend  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  enormous 
social  problems  their  groups  face. 
Against  literalism 

Dr  Ignacio  Castuera  of  Claremont, 
Calif.,  told  listeners,  "It  is  time  to  leave 
the  literal  interpretation  of  the  Bible  and 
to  take  it  seriously.”  He  said  "literal 
interpretation”  is  what  the  missionaries 
brought  to  us  and  that  to  take  the  Bible 
literally  is  neither  fair  to  the  biblical 
message  of  redemption  —  nor  to  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  which  recommends 
four  guidelines:  Scripture,  tradition, 
reason  and  experience.  "Also  needed  in 
biblical  understanding  are  the  tools  of 
the  Greek  and  Hebrew  language.”  he 
said. 


LOS  ANGELES  —  Holding  up  a 
newspaper  ad  which  appeared  in  some  14 
large  south  and  western  dailies  opposing 
the  latest  strike  of  the  United  Farm 
Workers,  the  Rev.  Rene  Ledesma, 
Phoenix.  Ariz.,  explains  why  the  strike  is 
an  important  issue  for  Hispanics  and 
urges  support  for  a  related  boycott  of 
Chiquita  bananas.  Both  drives  focus  on 
the  labor  policies  of  United  Brand. 


Q.  Will  my  petition  receive  as  much 
attention  as  one  that  comes  from  an 
annual  conference  or  a  big  board  or 
agency? 

A.  Yes,  it  will  follow  the  same  process 
regardless  of  its  origin.  And  if  there  are 
many  petitions  dealing  with  the  same 
subject,  the  number  received  is  listed. 

Q.  How  are  decisions  carried  out?  Can 
they  be  enforced? 

A.  Our  bishops  are  charged  with 
general  supervision  among  their  other 
responsibilities.  The  carrying  out  of 
programs  and  policies  is  assigned  to 
boards,  commissions  and  councils  at 
every  council  level. 

We  don’t  talk  about  "enforcing”  in  the 
UMC.  We  work  by  "persuasion,”  as  a 
covenant  community.  We  do  have  a 
Judicial  Council  which  functions  as  a 
"Supreme  Court”  in  ruling  on 
differences  of  interpretation  of  rules  and 
policies. 

Q.  Suppose  I  or  my  church  disapprove 
of  an  action  taken  at  General 
Conference.  What  can  we  do  about  it? 

A.  Talk  and  write  letters  to  persons  on 
our  denominational  publications,  boards 
and  agencies.and  to  the  bishops.  Get 
ready  to  influence  your  elected 
representatives  to  the  next  General 
Conference  in  1984.  The  beauty  of 
General  Conference  is  this:  every  four 
years  we  have  the  opportunity  to  re¬ 
examine  our  policies,  rules  and 
programs,  right  any  wrong  directions, 
and  get  stirred  out  of  apathy. 

Q.  Why  should  the  average  layperson 
keep  informed  of  General  Conference 
actions,  anyway? 

A.  Because,  for  one  thing,  we  all  took 
vows  to  support  and  participate  when  we 
joined  the  United  Methodist  Church!  We 
have  an  obligation  to  know,  assess  and 
police  programs  —  and,  if  we  don’t  like 
them,  to  start  working  toward  change. 
We  have  a  duty  to  work  for  and  with  the 
total  church. 


Folk  still  coming , 
still  need  homes 

PULAU  BIDONG.  Malaysia  —  A  sick  Vietnamese  refugee  is 
carried  by  his  son  at  a  refugee  camp  here  recently.  More  than 
30,000  refugees,  many  who  paid  as  much  as  $3,000  to  flee 
Vietnam  by  boat,  are  located  at  the  poorly  equipped  facility  — 
patiently  waiting  for  permission  to  enter  another  country. 

An  appeal  by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  for  at  least  100  L^M  churches  to  sponsor  refugee 
“boat  people"  within  15  days  has  netted  the  resettling  of  72 
families  by  UMs.  All  other  cases  in  this  program  which 
terminated  last  Friday  were  placed  by  other  denominations, 
said  Lelia  Fernandez,  LHMCOR  refugee  secretary  (see 
TM/UMR  Feb.  9.  1979). 

Church  World  Service,  an  ecumenical  service  agency  of 
which  UMCOR  is  a  part,  is  beginning  a  sequel  refugee 
resettling  program.  They  hope  to  handle  about  50,000  more 
refugees,  both  “boat  people"  and  land  cases  from  Thailand 
refugee  camps,  in  a  short  period  of  time,  she  said. 

Although  the  previous  situation  with  the  boat  people  was  an 
emergency,  the  need  for  sponsors  still  continues,  Ms. 
Fernandez  said.  Churches  willing  to  sponsor  refugee  families 
may  call  Ms.  Vemandez  in  New  York  at  212-678-6283. 
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Church  buildings  in  Shanghai  to  reopen 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  There  are 
strong  indications  two  church  buildings 
in  Shanghai  will  be  reopened  for  worship 
within  a  few  months,  Bishop  D 
Frederick  Wertz  of  United  Methodism’s 
West  Virginia  Area  reported  on  his 
return  from  a  trip  to  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China  in  early  February.  One 
church  will  be  Roman  Catholic,  the  other 
Protestant. 

The  bishop,  who  serves  as  president  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  visited 
China  with  a  party  of  25  Americans  led 
by  the  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  and  a  former  China 
missionary. 

Bishop  Wertz  said  he  spoke  with  four  or 
five  Christians  during  his  16-day  visit. 
The  total  group  contacted  15  or  20 
Christians,  he  told  United  Methodist 


Communications  in  a  telephone 
interview. 

“They  were  very  positive  in  saying  the 
church  will  be  a  Chinese  church,"  he 
reported.  "They  say  the  Chinese  people 
will  not  allow  the  denominationalism  of 
the  West  to  invade  China.  There  will  be  a 
Catholic  Church  and  a  Protestant  Church 
but  they  say  there  will  not  be  Protestant 
divisions. 

"The  future  of  the  church  there  is  not 
likely  to  be  at  all  like  missionary  activity 
we  have  known  in  the  past,”  he 
continued.  "But  I  believe  the  church  in 
China  has  a  future.  That  future  rests 
very  largely  in  Chinese  hands.  We  will,  of 
course,  want  to  be  supportive  in  any  way 
we  can,  but  that  will  have  to  be  at  their 
request  and  pretty  largely  on  their 
terms,  not  ours.” 


“The  willingness  of  Christians  to  ta 
about  their  religious  life  surprised  me 
he  said.  "There  was  no  hesitancy  « 
sense  of  fear  to  talk  about  worship  ar 
Christian  faith.”  He  was  disarmed  by  tl 
friendliness  of  the  people.  "They  wei 
warm,  friendly,  open  and  almost  curioi 
in  their  attitude  toward  Americans, 
have  been  told  they  were  unwilling 
talk  with  Americans." 

Bishop  Wertz  also  said,  "What 
always  a  surprise  to  us  from  the  Westei 
world  is  to  discover  life  is  so  tight 
controlled  —  where  to  work  and  where  i 
live.  The  income  of  each  person 
precisely  regulated,  and  all  of  them  wl 
are  full-time  laborers  get  substantial] 
the  same.” 


People  in  the  news... 


Understanding 
The  United  Methodist 
Church  (1977  Edition) 

By  Nolan  B  Harmon  The  history,  doctrine, 
discipline,  organization,  worship,  activity,  and 
program  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
s3.50.  paper 

Published  by  Abingdon 

Available  at  Your  Cokesbury  Bookstore 


UMs  host  President 

President  Jimmy  Carter  may  be  an 
active  Baptist  layman  but  he  stayed 
in  the  home  of  active  United 
Methodist  laypersons  when  he  visited 
Elk  City,  Okla.  recently  for  a  town 
hall  meeting.  Larry  and  Mary  Jane 
Wade  hosted  the  President  overnight. 
Larry  is  not  only  the  town’s  mayor 
and  newspaper  editor  but  he  also 
serves  as  associate  district  lay  leader 
in  the  Clinton  District  of  the  UMC. 

More  play  ‘name-game’ 

Faith  UMC  in  Williston,  N.D.  wants 
to  play  "can-you-top-the-name- 
game?”  too.  Mrs.  H.  N.  Guttromson 
tells  us  that  her  church  is  led  by  a 
brown  scarf.  Her  pastors  are  the  Rev. 
Preston  Brown  and  the  Rev.  Nancy 
Scarff. 

Bishop  knows  the  score 

At  the  recent  Board  of  Discipleship 


meeting  in  Nashville,  which  was  held 
during  the  afternoon  that  Indiana 
State  played  Depauw  in  the  NCAA 
basketball  tournament,  Bishop 
Marvin  Stuart  of  the  San  Francisco 
Area  got  the  score  of  the  game 
periodically  and  reported  it  to  the 
meeting.  After  reporting  the  final 
score,  one  board  member  brought 
laughter  to  the  group  when  he  said, 
"Bishop  Stuart,  it’s  always  good  to 
know  that  a  bishop  knows  the  score!  ” 

Newsman  makes  news 

Decked  out  in  his  academic  finery, 
CBS  news  commentator  Walter 
Cronkite  (right)  helps  break  ground 
for  United  Methodist-related  Florida 
Southern  College’s  new  $550,000 
communications  complex.  Mr. 
Cronkite  was  honored  as  the  school’s 
45th  Honorary  Chancellor  in  a 
ceremony  last  month  that  drew  2,000 
people.  Joining  him  in  the  ground 


breaking  are  President  Robert  A. 
Davis  (left)  and  journalism  student 
Brand  Whitlock. 


Classified 

RATE  55  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion  $13.75  minimun  charge  up  to  25  words  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver- 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance 


JUNE  18  12-DAY  HAWAII  June  24  8-Day  Mexico. 
July  10  15-Day  Middle  East  September  4  31-Day 
Around  the  World  Adventure  November  4  12-Day 
Rome/Jordan/Israel/Athens  Contact  World  Wide 
Christian  Tours.  PO  Box  506.  Elizabethtown. 
Kentuckv  42701  < 502  >  769-5900 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES  God  Loves  You 

or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  I6t,  100.S15  00;  bronze 
cross,  $1  50;  poems.  "Cross  in  mv  Pocket."  2t  Plus 
postage  Crosses  -  2.  1313  Falls  Church.  Raleigh. 
-N  C  26709 


EUROPEAN  ADVENTURE.  August  3-24  Including 
Portugal.  Spain.  Morocco.  Greece.  Yugoslavia. 
Italy  Plus  Greek  Island  Cruise  Personally  escorted 
by  Rev  and  Mrs  Ed  Laux,  6247  Annapolis.  Dallas, 
Texas  75214  Brochure  available 


HANDBEL1.S.  Handbell  Accessories  We  sell  -  We 
repair  Handbells,  P  O  Box  6124.  St  Matthews,  Ky 
40207 


PIPE  ORGAN  WINDCHEST  for  sale  61 -note  six 
stop  straight  chest  Excellent  condition.  Fifteen 
years  old  —  left  after  an  enlargement  project  $1,200. 
For  information  and  specification  contact:  Robert 
Newton,  Organist.  Los  Altos  UMC.  655  Magdalena 
Ave  ,  Los  Altos.  Calif  94022 


17  DAYS  VISITING  HUNGARY.  Rumania 
Bulgaria.  Yugoslavia.  Switzerland  Depart  Dallas 
June  9th  First  class  hotels,  scenic  overland  routes 
Bess  Loudermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Texas  75205 


FOR  SALE  Used  Conn  Electric,  Church  Model 

Organ  Two  Manual,  with  full  Pedal  Board  and  Six 
Speakers  Contact  the  Church  Office,  209  South  Silver 
Paola.Kan  66071  Phone  < 91 3  >294-3475 


DO  A  BETTER  JOB  IN  MANAGING  MONEY  Order 
workbook  and  budget  forms  by  writing:  The  Money 
Manager.  Box  5867-M,  Arlington.  Texas  76011 
Guaranteed  i$2  50plus  $1  00  handling ' 
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6 Living  Christian  heroes’  named 


CHICAGO  —  These  six  women  have 
been  selected  as  "living  Christian 
heroes  worthy  of  recognition.”  by  the 
editors  of  Interchurch  Features. 
Clockwise  from  bottom  left,  they  are: 
Lee  Tai-Young  of  South  Korea ;  Corrie 
ten  Boom  of  Holland;  Dorothy  Day  of 
the  U.S.:  Barbara  Ward  of  England; 
Annie  Jiagge  of  Ghana  and  Mother 
Teresa,  center,  of  India. 

A  daughter  of  a  Christian  convert. 
Ms.  Tai-Young  is  Korea's  first  woman 
lawyer  and  a  social  activist,  seeking 
reforms  in  women’s  rights  and  other 
issues.  Ms.  ten  Boom  became  "God’s 
Ambassador"  after  she  survived  the 
Nazi  concentration  camp  where  she 
and  her  family  were  sent  for  helping 
Dutch  Jews  in  World  War  II. 

Widely  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
influential  Catholic  laywomen  in 
America.  Dorothy  Day  is  a  founder  of 
the  Catholic  Worker  Movement,  a 
pioneer  of  U.S.  Catholic  social 
activism.  Barbara  Ward,  a  British 
economist  and  a  Catholic,  is  an 
international  expert  on  global 
development. 

Ms.  Jiagge,  a  Ghanian  Supreme 
Court  justice,  has  become  recognized 
as  a  champion  of  women's  and  black 
rights  and  much-honored  Mother 
Teresa,  founder  of  the  Missionaries  of 
Charity,  has  gained  repeated  acclaim 
for  her  work  among  the  "poorest  of 
the  poor." 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Blacks,  whites,  young,  old 


All  intolerant,  research  shows 


Bishop  lauds  evangelicals 

Some  sectors  of  UMC  need  the  balance ,  he  says 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  People  of 
various  religions  are  about  equally 
tolerant,  according  to  three  political 
science  researchers. 

They  also  found  that  people  are  as 
intolerant  now  of  political  groups  they 
dislike  as  people  were  in  the  witch- 
hunting  1950s,  when  the  Communists, 
atheists  and  socialists  were  the  bad  guys. 

"People  (today)  are  intolerant  of 
widely  disparate  targets.”  said  James 
Piereson.  And.  given  that  there  are  "so 
many  people  prepared  to  be  intolerant,” 
intolerance  could  easily  be  "mobilized 
against  some  target.” 

Among  other  findings  of  the  study  of 
Mr  Piereson,  John  Sullivan  and  George 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

WILLARD.  Ohio  —  Spiritual  healing  — 
scriptural  and  historic  as  it  may  be  — 
has  been  more  widely  practiced  in 
■Pentecostal"  churches  than  in 
"mainline”  Protestant  churches  in 
recent  years.  But  in  at  least  one  United 
Methodist  congregation  here,  all  that  is 
changing. 

One  Sunday  evening  each  month,  some 
25  persons  have  been  coming  to  the  altar 
at  the  First  UMC  to  seek  healing  in  body, 
mind  and  spirit,  says  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Eugene  Priest.  Last  month  the  number 
grew  to  50. 

Persons  who  originally  wanted  no  part 
of  it  are  beginning  to  see  the  healing 
service  as  “a  valid  and  exciting 
ministry,”  Mr.  Priest  says.  And  even 
some  of  them  are  turning  up  at  the 
services  "when  they  need  help 
themselves.” 

Until  last  September,  First  UMC  was 
one  of  the  countless  churches  where 
ministry  to  the  whole  person  was  taken 
seriously  but  not  literally.  "We  tended  to 
associate  the  laying  on  of  hands, 
anointing  with  oil,  etc.,  with  the 
sensational  kind  of  thing  you  see  on  TV,” 
the  pastor  of  the  700-member 
congregation  recalls. 

Then  Mr.  Priest  attended  a  workshop 
on  spiritual  healing  conducted  by  a 
United  Presbyterian  minister  in  Canton. 
Back  at  First  Church  he  interested  some 
laypersons  who  formed  a  study  group  on 
spiritual  healing.  The  group  also  studied 
healing  techniques,  including  the  release 
of  tension  and  stress  and  follow-up  care 
with  home  and  hospital  visits. 

The  healing  services  themselves  which 
began  the  first  Sunday  evening  in 
November,  are  preceded  in  the  morning 
with  a  worship  service  focused  on 
healing.  At  the  Sunday  evening  services, 
those  seeking  healing  are  asked  to  come 
forward  and  write  their  concern  on  a 
card.  The  problem  is  discussed  quietly 
and  the  person  is  asked  what  would  be 
most  helpful.  Sometimes  it  is  a  laying  on 
of  hands,  sometimes  prayer.  Follow-up 
concern  by  the  study  group  members  is 
assured  from  the  outset  —  a  kind  of 
caring  community  developed  around  the 
person  in  need,  Mr.  Priest  says. 

Although  there  have  been  no 
"overnight  cures,”  some  persons  have 
made  amazing  progress,  he  claims.  “The 
more  I  see  things  happening,  the  more 
aware  I  am  that  the  spiritual  healing 
services  are  a  wonderful  source  of 
power.  While  some  members  choose  not 
to  participate  and  find  the  services 
inappropriate,  others  are  "excited  about 
the  healing  potential.”  he  says.  He 
maintains  that  spiritual  healing 
resources  ought  to  be  made  available  to 
any  members  of  a  congregation  who  seek 
it. 

Several  factors  have  “turned  people” 
off  to  the  possibilities  of  spiritual  healing. 
Mr.  Priest  maintains:  (1)  the 
"emotional,  highly-charged  manner”  in 


Marcus,  were  that: 

•  People  with  more  education  are  only 
slightly  more  tolerant  than  less-educated 
people. 

•  Men  are  no  more  tolerant  than 
women. 

•  Liberals  are  very  nearly  as 
intolerant  as  conservatives. 

•  Young  people  are  as  intolerant  as  old 
people. 

•  Blacks  and  whites  are  about  equally 
intolerant. 

•  People  in  the  South  are  not  more 
intolerant  than  people  in  any  other 
section  of  the  country. 

The  survey  found  that  the  most 
unpopular  groups  now  are  on  the  radical 


which  some  spiritual  healing  services 
are  conducted;  (2)  the  belief  that  “Jesus 
did  these  things  once,  but  miracles  don’t 
happen  today;”  and  (3)  a  lack  of 
emphasis  in  seminaries  on  the  ministry 
of  healing. 

But  study  coupled  with  on-going  care 
for  persons  can  counteract  those 
negatives,  he  says.  "Of  course  we 
cooperate  with  medical  science,  but  it 
cannot  go  as  far  as  spiritual  healing  and 
the  power  of  God.’ ' 

A  ministry  of  spiritual  healing,  he 
maintains,  is  based  on  five  premises: 

•  The  primary  purpose  is  to  deepen  a 
person’s  relationship  with  the  living 
Christ.  Physical  and  mental  health  are 
secondary. 

•  God  wills  wholeness  for  all  His 
people. 

•  A  person  is  basically  a  unity  of  body, 
mind  and  spirit,  and  each  affects  the 
other. 

•  A  person’s  wholeness  also  depends  on 
his/her  attitudes  toward  the  relation¬ 
ships  with  other  persons. 

•  Positive,  healing  spiritual  forces  can 
be  channeled  into  situations  of  need 
through  the  prayers  and  presence  of 
God’s  people. 

Charges  brought 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

WAXAHACHIE,  Texas  -  A  United 
Methodist  pastor  who  refused  a  new 
appointment  and  started  his  own 
"independent  Methodist  congregation” 
will  face  a  church  trial  here  April  6  (See 
TM/UMR,  March  30. ) 

Charges  of  refusing  to  accept  an 
appointment  and  holding  unauthorized 
services  will  be  brought  against  the  Rev. 
David  Whitington,  until  last  month  pastor 
of  Minters  Chapel  UMC,  Grapevine,  Tex¬ 
as.  Mr.  Whitington  was  informed  of  the 
action  by  the  Rev.  Elden  D.  Traster  Jr., 
who  heads  the  conference’s  Committee  on 
Investigation  which  met  March  21 . 

The  pastor,  and  most  of  his  former 
congregation  of  80  members,  are  meeting 
at  a  nearby  school  as  the  "Christ  Our 
King  Church.”  The  move  came  after 
he  refused  appointment  to  First  UMC, 
Gorman,  claiming  that  the  transfer  was 
made  because  of  the  "evangelical” 
nature  of  his  ministry  and  that  he  would 
be  denied  "freedom  of  the  pulpit"  in 
his  new  charge. 

Fort  Worth  East  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  Edward  H.  Otwell  has  denied  the 
charge,  saying  Mr.  Whitington’s  "evan¬ 
gelical”  theology  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  appointment.  "We  had  an  opening  at 
Gorman  and  looked  for  the  best  person 
to  serve  there,"  Mr.  Otwell  told  TM/ 
UMR.  "Moving  would  mean  a  $1,400 
raise  in  salary  and  twice  as  many  mem¬ 
bers.” 


right  —  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  fascists  and 
the  John  Birch  Society  —  rather  than  the 
radical  left.  And  two-thirds  of  those 
surveyed  would  like  to  see  some  groups 
outlawed. 

The  research  shows  that  people  on  the 
left  end  of  the  political  spectrum  are 
intolerant  of  people  on  the  right,  and  that 
people  on  the  right  are  intolerant  of  those 
on  the  left. 

However,  liberals  tend  to  be  a  little  bit 
more  tolerant  of  groups  on  the  right  than 
vice  versa,  Mr.  Piereson  said. 

Among  reasons  persons  give  for  their 
intolerance  toward  a  group  are  that  they 
believe  the  group  rejects  personal 
liberties,  is  violent  and  dangerous,  is  too 
radical  and  has  unacceptable  goals, 
wants  to  subvert  normal  life,  is  anti 
religious,  has  members  perceived  to  be 
lazy  and  with  low  morals,  and  has 
members  who  are  sneaky  and 
untrustworthy. 

TM/UMR 
seeks  new 
staff  writer 

DALLAS  —  A  position  as  staff  writer 
for  the  general  news  pages  of  The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter 
will  be  open  in  the  immediate  future  due 
to  the  resignation  of  Pat  Sites. 

The  position  involves  news  and  feature 
writing,  some  editing  and  layout,  and 
periodic  travel  to  report  church 
meetings.  Persons  applying  should  have 
professional  writing  experience  — 
preferably  with  a  newspaper  —  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  an  active  Christian 
commitment  and  a  willingness  to  reside 
in  Dallas.  Salary  is  negotiable.  TM/UMR 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

Applications  with  a  resume  should  be 
sent  no  later  than  May  1  to:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III,  Editor-General  Manager, 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 75222. 


At  press  time  early  this  week,  Mr. 
Whitington  told  TM/UMR  he  had  not  yet 
decided  if  he  would  appear  at  the  church 
trial.  He  said  he  had  been  told  he  would 
be  permitted  to  testify  only  on  the 
charges  directly,  not  on  his  reasons.  "I 
am  not  voluntarily  surrendering  my 
credentials,”  he  said,  "but  I  am  not  sure 
it  would  do  any  good  to  appear.  ” 

Whether  or  not  he  appears,  however, 
Mr.  Whitington  said  he  fully  expects  to 
lose  his  credentials  as  a  UM  minister.  "I 
have  no  defense  to  the  charges  and  I  am 
well-prepared  to  lose  my  credentials,” 
he  said.  While  an  annual  conference  is 
"perfectly  within  its  rights”  to  decide 
who  shall  be  its  ordained  ministers,  he 
said,  he  sees  the  issue  “without  question 
as  one  of  theological  pluralism  in  the 
church. 

"Apparently  the  church  can  tolerate 
pluralism  on  the  theological  left,”  he 
said,  but  not  on  the  right.  “Obviously  a 
person  who  preaches  traditional, 
orthodox  Wesleyan  theology  today  is 
suspect.” 

Mr.  Whitington  said  he  had  been 
repeatedly  warned,  prior  to  receiving  his 
new  appointment,  that  he  should  get 
"back  in  the  mainstream”  but  wasn’t 
told  what  that  meant.  He  said  Mr.  Otwell 
had  expressed  concern  that  Minters 
Chapel  Church  did  not  use  UM  curricu¬ 
lum  and  had  recently  shown  two  films 
produced  by  fundamentalists  who  stress 
the  second  coming  of  Christ. 


INDIANAPOLIS  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  unofficial 
evangelical  caucus  was  told  here 
recently  that  it  has  "an  emphasis  which 
is  needed  to  bring  balance  in  some 
sectors”  of  the  church. 

During  the  three-hour  meeting 
between  Bishop  Roy  Nichols,  Pittsburgh 
Area,  who  is  president  of  the  World 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  18  members  of  the  "Good 
News"  executive  committee  plus  its 
mission  task-force  —  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  —  March  23.  the  bishop 
presented  nine  points  which  were  the 
focus  of  the  discussion: 

"Stay  on  the  case.  The  ‘Good  News’ 
caucus  has  an  emphasis  which  is  needed 
to  bring  balance  in  some  sectors  of  the 
church  today. 

"Boards  and  agencies  of  the  church 
need  both  compliments  when  they  are 
right  and  criticism  when  they  deviate 
from  the  mandate  of  the  church. 
Therefore,  accurately  articulate 
grievances,  work  for  structural  changes 
when  necessary,  and  challenge 
deviations  from  official  policy,  church 
mandate  or  tenets  of  Scripture. 

"The  present  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  organizational  package  is  too 
cumbersome.  The  overseas  missions 
responsibility  of  the  church  needs  more 
visibility  and  more  attention  and  more 
time  to  do  its  work  in  corporate  session. 
A  structural  re-formation  may  be 
necessary. 

"  ‘Good  News’  should  establish  bridges 
of  communication  and  cooperation  with 
other  caucus  groups. 

"The  call  for  ‘pluralism’  is  dangerous 
when  it  arises  in  the  church.  ‘Diversity’ 
of  expression  is  more  appropriate  in  the 
Christian  community  since  we  are  bound 
together  by  a  common  covenant  of  faith 
and  good  works  in  Christ. 

"The  World  Division  and  ‘Good  News’ 
must  continue  working  to  improve  the 
level  of  trust  and  cooperation  between 
themselves. 

Be  specific,  compassionate 

"Broadside  generalizations  stating 
criticism  between  persons  and  agencies 
of  the  church  breed  hostility  rather  than 
good  results.  Therefore,  be  specific,  be 
persistent,  be  compassionate. 

"Biblical  theology  and  practice  are  one; 
faith  and  works,  personal  and  social 
salvation  cannot  be  separated  in  the 
Wesleyan  Christian  tradition. 

"Selective  giving  opportunities  are 
already  available  in  conference  and 
general  church  Advance  Specials.  To 
withhold  or  divert  mission  funds  hurts 
the  overseas  missionaries  and  our 
commitment  to  the  overseas  churches.  It 
causes  the  UMC  to  default  on  its 
promises  to  the  young  churches 
overseas.” 


The  bishop  said  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
session  —  which  included  the  executive 
meeting  and  special  service  sponsored 
by  the  South  Indiana  Conference  Good 
News  Fellowship,  that,  "It  is  my  strong 
opinion  that  the  World  Division  must 
continue  to  encourage  the  leaders  and 
members  of  ‘Good  News’  to  assist  in 
promoting  mission  and  in  raising  funds 
for  the  mission  enterprise  overseas. 

"Generally  speaking,"  he  said,  "the 
leaders  of  ‘Good  News’  are  eager  to 
support  the  official  UM  mission 
commitment  in  the  U.S.  and  overseas, 
but  are  insistent  that  greater  emphasis 
and  visibility  be  given  the  evangelistic 
intentionality  of  the  church.  This  desire 
is  consistent  with  the  first  objective  of 
the  World  Division  as  stated  in  the  ‘Book 
of  Discipline.’  ” 

Genuine  interchange 

"We  enjoyed  a  genuine  interchange  on 
depth  issues,”  commented  the  Rev.  Paul 
Mickey  "Good  News"  chairman  and 
associate  professor  of  pastoral  theology, 
Duke  Divinity  School.  Durham,  N.C.  "It 
was  the  most  significant  probing  of 
issues  between  our  board  and  the  World 
Division.” 

The  Rev.  David  A.  Seamands, 
Wilmore.  Ky.,  the  founder  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  and  a  20- 
year  missionary  to  India,  said,  "It  was  a 
great  reassurance  to  know  that  our 
number  one  world  missions  leader 
recognizes  the  positive  contribution  of 
‘Good  News’  and  the  Evangelical 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  recent 
agreement  by  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China  to  compensate  677  American 
businesses,  religious  organizations  and 
individuals  for  properties  confiscated 
after  1949  has  dredged  up  painful 
memories  for  mission  executives  in 
several  U.S.  denominations. 

Back  in  1968  when  the  deadline  for 
filing  claims  with  the  U.S.  Foreign 
Claims  Settlement  Commission  arrived, 
"there  was  great  uncertainty  on  whether 
to  file,”  recalled  the  Rev.  Edwin  O. 
Fisher,  an  executive  in  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  and 
now  Asia  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  “It 
was  an  emotionally  charged  issue.” 

The  EUB  World  Division,  doubting 
there  would  ever  be  money  to  pay  the 
claim,  decided  to  file  and  let  time  clarify 
the  answers  to  such  questions  as  where 
the  money  would  come  from  and  also 
allow  some  of  the  emotion  to  subside,  Dr. 


Missions  Council  to  the  vitality  of  our 
church  at  large  and  to  the  furtherance  of 
the  UM  world  mission.” 

“Bishop  Nichols’  spirit  and  leadership 
create  a  climate  for  meaningful  dia: 
logue  .  .  .  His  reminder  that  our 
connectionalism  must  involve  covenant 
and  commitment  is  a  challenge  to  us  to 
minimize  our  politics  and  focus,  instead, 
on  our  mission  for  Jesus  Christ,”  said  the 
Rev.  John  Grenfell.  Marquette,  Mich.,  a; 
district  superintendent  of  the  Detroit 
Conference. 

During  the  open  session  the  bishop 
presented  the  report  of  the  Africa  Task 
Force  of  the  World  Division  and 
responded  to  questions. 

The  bishop  told  TM/UMR  the  two  basic 
concerns  "ventilated"  were  "the  high 
level  of  distrust  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  World  Division" 
because  of  past  frustrations  in; 
attempting  to  relate  to  the  division,  and 
"criticism  of  the  lack  of  a  call  for 
additional  missionaries  overseas”  in  the; 
Africa  report. 

A  response  panel  also  was  critical  of 
the  emphasis  on  "short-term” 
missionaries  over  tenured  and  objected 
to  the  $4,000  grant  to  ZANU  (an  arm  of 
the  Patriotic  Front  in  Rhodesia).  They 
also  criticized  the  use  of  World  Division 
resources  for  distribution  of  the  negative 
analysis  of  "Good  News”  recently 
prepared  by  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action  to  overseas 
missionaries  and  select  groups  in  the 
U.S. 


Fisher  said.  The  EUB  claim  for  $658,500 
covered  hospitals  and  schools,  including 
a  Bible  school  near  Canton. 

However,  in  1968  the  EUB  Church  and 
the  former  Methodist  Church  joined  to 
form  the  United  Methodist  Church  so  the 
EUB  claim  will  be  paid  to  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(BGM).  On  the  basis  of  41  cents  on  the 
dollar,  which  the  People’s  Republic  has 
agreed  to  pay,  BGM  can  expect  to 
receive  $269,985. 

Under  the  agreement  signed  by  U.S. 
Treasury  Secretary  W.  Michael 
Blumenthal  and  Chinese  officials  on 
March  1,  the  Chinese  will  pay  $30  million 
to  American  claimants  on  Oct.  1  and 
about  $50  million  more  by  Oct.  1,  1984. 
Thirty-six  churches  and  10  other  non¬ 
profit  organizations  will  receive 
payments.  Conclusion  of  the  agreement 
opens  the  way  for  negotiation  for  full 
trade  relations  between  the  two 
countries. 
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The  unique  ministry  of  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen  has  touched  millions  of  lives.  Through  his  many 
sensitively  written  books,  your  heart,  too,  can  be  touched. . .  your  spirit  revived . . .  your  faith 
strengthened. .  .your  joy  restored.  Look  for  these  favorites  at  your  local  bookstore. 


YOU  ARE  NEVER  ALONE 

Encouragement  and  counsel  for  those  who 
live  alone,  written  from  the  depths  of  Dr. 
Allen's  own  experiences. 

$6.95  (Hardcover) 

THE  TWENTY-THIRD  PSALM 

A  refreshing  interpretation  of  the  beloved 
Psalm  that's  sure  to  provide  comfort. 

$3.95  (Illustrated  gift  edition,  hardcover) 

WHEN  YOU  LOSE  A  LOVED  ONE 

This  Easter  message  of  resurrection  and  life 

eternal  is  the  perfect  way  to  say, 

”1  understand,  and  care." 

$3.95  (Hardcover) 


ALL  THINGS  ARE  POSSIBLE  THROUGH 
PRAYER 

Practical  answers  to  universal  questions 
about  prayer. 

$5.95  (Hardcover) 

GOD'S  PSYCHIATRY 

This  outstanding  bestseller  is  now  available 
in  the  popular  POWER  BOORS  format.  If 
you've  never  read  it,  now's  the  time! 

$3.95  (Quality  paper) 


(If  ordering  by  mail,  add  60<t  postage  and 
handling.) 


FLEMING  H.  REVELL  COMPANY 
OldTappan,  NJ  07675 


Ohio  church  finds  healing 
services  add  exciting  ministry 


Central  Texas  minister 
faces  UM  church  trial 


China  agrees  to  pay 
for  missions  taken 
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i  wo  churches  launch  unique  programs 


Meeting  people’s  needs  is  what  the 
church  is  all  about  and  our  Methodist 
folks  across  the  state  are  finding 
ingenuious  ways  to  do  this. 

In  Lake  Charles  this  Spring  First  UMC 
is  offering  courses  in  everything  from 
auto  mechanics  and  power  boating  to 
understanding  Methodist  beliefs  and 
coping  with  midlife  Crisis. 

At  Munholland  UMC  in  New  Orleans  an 
innovative  program  is  budding  for  the 
elderly. 

Reports  from  both  churches  sfay 
interest  is  high  in  these  projects  and 
participants  from  both  the  churches  and 


communities  are  pouring  in. 

At  First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  the 
classes  are  taught  on  week  nights  and 
afternoons.  Participants  are  required  to 
pay  about  $2  to  $15  depending  on  the  class 
or  classes  they’re  taking. 

“Creative  Living.  A  Series  of  Special 
Interest  and  Self-Improvement  Classes 
for  Spring  ’79”  is  the  title  of  this 
innovative  mini-school  at  First  Church. 
Some  of  the  other  courses  being  offered 
are:  advanced  oil  painting,  reality 
therapy,  physical  fitness,  photography, 
ceramics,  quilting,  weaving,  income  tax 
basics,  candy  making,  auto  mechanics 
and  music  appreciation. 


Editorially  speaking 

Living  with  death 


“Since  my  heart  attack  seven  years 
ago,”  he  said,  “death  has  been  my 
constant  companion.  He  is  about  six-feet 
tall,  thin,  and  dressed  in  a  monk’s  cowl. 
Always,  he  is  there,  walking  about  three 
feet  behind  me.  At  any  moment,  even 
though  I  am  in  good  health  now,  I  know 
he  could  reach  out  and  tap  me  on  the 
shoulder.” 

The  speaker  was  Dr.  Robert  Elliott, 
the  man  who  had  been  my  friend  and  my 
teacher  of  pastoral  counseling  when  I 
was  in  seminary.  He  was  one  of  several 
faculty  speakers  at  a  Ministers’  Week 
luncheon  at  South  Methodist  University. 
The  subject  was  “How  My  Mind  Has 
Changed.” 

“My  greatest  change,"  Dr.  Elliott 
continued,  “is  that  I  have  learned  to  be 
comfortable  with  my  companion.  I  lost 
my  fear  of  him.  Then  I  realized  that  if  I 


did  not  fear  death,  there  was  nothing  else 
I  needed  to  fear.  Many  of  my  fears  began 
to  drop  away.  Pressures  I  had  put  on 
myself  because  of  those  fears  ceased.  I 
made  choices,  I  began  to  do  what  was 
best  suited  to  do.  Learning  to  live  with 
death,  has  given  me  life.” 

Isn’t  this  witness  a  living  illustration  of 
Easter?  Listen  to  Paul:  “In  all  these 
things  we  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  him  who  loved  us.  For  I  am  sure 
that  neither  death,  nor  life  .  .  .  will  be 
able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God 
in  Christ  J esus  our  Lord  ’  ’ 

The  great  good  news  at  Easter  is  that 
in  spite  of  all  appearance  to  the  contrary, 
the  last  word  belongs,  not  to  death,  but  to 
God.  And  this  means  we  can  even  learn 
to  live  with  death  just  three  feet  away.  In 
fact  there  isn’t  any  other  way  to  live. 

By  Ray  Branton,  Editor 


Many  of  the  teachers  are  chi 
members  who  have  special  skills 
talents. 

Innovative  Program  For  Elderly 

At  Munholland  in  New  Orleans,  , 
Benson  was  studying  unmet  needs  at 
church.  She  recognized  the  needs  of 
fairly  large  group  of  elderly  there  v 
not  being  met.  She  and  the  church  v 
to  work  to  develop  a  custom-m 
program  for  this  age  group. 

Mrs.  Benson  and  a  committee  I 
looked  at  what  was  going  on  in  the  na 
to  meet  the  elderly’s  needs.  They 
explored  the  Shepherd’s  Center  com 
which  is  a  program  designed  for  o 
citizens. 

Joining  forces  with  four  other  churc 
of  various  denominations  in 
community,  Munholland  develope< 
program  that  it  felt  would  meet  the  n< 
of  the  senior  citizens  in  its  area 

Now,  once  a  month,  older  citi: 
come  to  Munholland  for  a  day 
educational,  spiritual  and  so 
opportunities.  They  bring  a  sack  hi 
and  select  activities  they  want 
participate  in. 

The  steering  committee  wanted 
activities  offered  to  be  fresh  and 
stimulating.  Sessions  in  music,  drama, 
exercises,  Spanish,  bridge,  and  arts  and 
crafts  were  organized. 

On  the  opening  day  this  winter  60 
people  came.  Munholland  joined  forces 
with  St.  Martins  Episcopal,  St.  Catherine 
of  Siena,  Metorie  Baptist  and  Metorie 
Ridge  Presbyterian  churches  to  provide 
the  program . 

Special  ministries  for  the  aging  is  a 
new  concept  in  churches,  but  the  need  for 
such  programs  is  being  recognized  in 
churches  across  the  nation. 


‘New  Beginnings’ 


Tracy  Guy  got  a  sneak  preview  of  the  events  planned  for  the  Children’s  Division  during  Lent  at 
Zachary  United  Methodist,  in  Zachary.  An  Easter  Party,  entitled  “New  Beginnings,”  featured  small 
animals  for  the  children  to  see,  in  an  effort  to  further  teach  that  Easter  is  something  more  than  just 
the  time  for  an  Easter  Egg  hunt. 


Centenary  College  given  $1  million 


SHREVEPORT  —  There  were  a  lot  of 
happy  people  at  Centenary  College 
March  29  when  Dr.  Donald  Webb, 


Around  the  Conference- 


Monroe  District  prepares 
for  vacation  schools 


Although  Spring  has  just  arrived,  the 
churches  of  the  Monroe  District  have 
been  preparing  for  summer.  About  106- 
persons  attended  Vacation  Church 
School  workshops  which  were  held 
March  18,  20  and  22  in  Bastrop,  Monore 
and  Winnsboro. 

The  workshops  were  a  part  of  the 
program  of  the  District  Council  on 


Blasts  at 
gambling 


Ministries  and  were  directed  jointly  by 
Mrs.  Audrey  Boggs,  District  Education 
-Chairman;  and  Janis  Trammel,  District 
/  Coordinator  of  Children’s  Ministries. 

Leadership  was  provided  by  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Thrower,  nursery;  Mrs.  William  Reed, 
kindergarten;  Janis  Trammell,  younger 
elementary;  Mrs.  Heaton  Crammer, 
middle  elementary;  and  Mrs.  Harold 
LaGrone,  older  elementary. 


Ground-breaking  ceremonies 
set  for  Church  of  Covenant 


LAFAYETO^.—  The  Church  of  The 
Covenant  will  -hold  ground-breaking 
services  for  its  new  church  on  Easter 
Sunday,  April  15,  at  3  p.m.  at  the  site  of 
the  construction,  300  Martial  Ave., 


MacDonell 


Sunrise  service 
on  lake 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  “Legalized  gambling 
threatens  us  again  —  this  lime  by  a  joint 
legislative  committee  which  is 
determining  whether  to  introduce  a  bill 
in  the  1979  Louisiana  Legislature 
authorizing  casino  gambling  in  a  New 
Orleans  area,”  says  Quentin  Ault. 

Ault  is  a  committee  Member  of 
Carrollton  UMC  in  New  Orleans  and  he  is 
urging  Methodists  to  inform  Senator  Nat 
G.  Kiefer,  Committee  Chairman,  of  the 
Methodist  Church’s  strong  stand  against 
gambling. 

The  Administrative  Board  at 
Carrollton  UMC  asks  you  to  express  your 
objections  in  writing. 

“This  is  not  a  one-shot  salvo  against 
gambling.  Instead,  it  is  one  of  several 
blasts  aimed  at  stopping  pro-gambling 


cancels  spring 
open  house 


HOUMA  —  Because  of  renovation  and 
reconstruction  work,  MacDonell  United 
Methodist  Children’s  Services  will  not 
have  its  annual  Spring  Open  House  the 
first  Sunday  after  Easter. 

Instead,  plans  are  being  made  to  have 
a  September  Open  House  that  will 
commemorate  the  agency’s  60  years  of 
mission  in  Louisiana  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Much  of  the  renovation  work  is  being 
done  because  of  a  fire  that  destroyed 
McCoy  Hall  in  May. 


SHREVEPORT  -  Lakeview  UMC, 
5550  S.  Lakeshore  Drive,  will  hold  its 
annual  Sunrise  Service  Easter  morning, 
April  15,  at  6  a.m.  on  its  church  grounds 
overlooking  Cross  Lake. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Moore,  associate  pastor 
at  First  UMC  in  Shreveport,  will  speak. 

All  area  churches  are  invited  to  attend 
this  service. 


according  to  the  minister,  Rev.  H.  A. 
Harrington 

To  be  built  on  6*4  acres  in  the  heart  of 
Lafayette’s  growth  area,  the  church  will 
have  14,000  square  feet  of  space.  The 
interim  sanctuary  will  seat  400. 

The  building  is  estimated  to  cost 
$700,000.  The  education  wing  should  be 
completed  by  mid-summer  with  the 
interim  sanctuary  being  completed  by 
Thanksgiving.  Plans  call  for  the 
permanent  sanctuary  to  be  built  later. 

The  church  will  be  located  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  present  church. 


president  of  the  school,  announced  the 
institution  had  received  a  gift  of  $1 
million.  ♦ 

According  to  Dr.  Webb,  an  anonymous 
group  of  local  people  gave  the  college  in 
Shreveport  the  money  with  no 
restrictions  on  its  use.  He  said  it  will  be 
applied  to  the  school’s  endowment  fund 
An  endowment  is  money  which  the 
college  invests  and  from  which  it  draws 
income.  Centenary’s  endowment  before 
the  donation  was  about  $8  million.  The 
donation  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
school’s  history  and  brings  endowment 
contributions  this  year  to  slightly  more 


than$l.  3  million. 

The  gift  leaves  another  $19  million  for 
Webb  to  raise  in  his  effort  to  increase  the 
endowment  by  $20  million  which  he  feels 
will  equip  the  college  for  the  rest  of  the 
century.  Webb  has  said  he  will  try  to 
raise  that  amount  in  the  next  five  years. 

Webb  said  such  gifts  for  endowment 
are  an  important  aspect  of  Centenary's 
program  since  such  funds  assist  in 
making  up  the  difference  between  the 
cost  of  education  and  the  funds  provided 
by  tuition  fees  Centenary  is  aiming 
toward  less  dependence  on  gifts  and 
more  reliance  on  its  endowment. 


Pastors  going  to 
evangelism  schools 


New  Orleans- 
Houma  youth 


20  churches 
sponsor 

mission  fair 


forces  in  their  tracks,”  says  Ault. 


Gretna  has  local 
edition,  too 


Zachary  mission 
fair  kicks  off 


GRETNA  -  In  the  March  16  article 
“Ten  Local  Churches  Publishing  Front 
Pages,”  Gretna  UMC  was  not  included  in 
the  list. 

We  have  since  learned  that  Gretna 
UMC  has  had  a  local  edition  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  since  Jan.  20,  1978 
and  it  averages  384  issues  weekly. 

This  brings  the  total  of  local  churches 
in  our  conference  who  are  publishing 
their  own  front  pages  to  11. 


ZACHARY  —  Directors  of  five 
Methodist  Mission  Projects  in  the  state 
will  participate  in  the  Mission  Fair  at 
Zachary  Methodist  April  29. 

Scheduled  talks,  question-answer 
segments  and  displays  are  on  the  agenda 
with  activities  beginning  at  9: 15  a.m. 

The  following  Louisiana  Mission 
projects  will  be  participating:  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  Dulac  Community 
Center,  Methodist  Home  Hospital, 
MacDonell  Children’s  Services,  and 
Sager-Brown  School. 


meet 

The  youth  ministry  in  New  Orleans- 
Houma  District  took  a  giant  step  toward 
being  revitalized  when  youth  and  adults 
came  on  March  25  for  an  organizational 
meeting  at  First  UMC  in  Luling. 

Two  sub-district  meetings  preceeded 
the  gathering  at  Luling.  Rev.  Larry 
Maddin  and  Rev.  Paul  Longstreth  have 
been  instrumental  in  revitalizing  youth 
ministry  in  this  district. 

Churches  represented  were  First 
Street,  New  Orleans;  Golden  Meadow; 
Luling,  Thibodaux;  and  Rayne 
Memorial. 

Assisting  with  the  program  for  the 
meeting  was  Mrs.  Kathi  Finnell, 
associate  Director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  and  two  members 
of  the  Conference  Youth  Team,  Susan 
Hill  and  Steve  Thrasher. 


BATON  ROUGE  —  Approximately 
$120  was  raised  at  the  recent  Bi-District 
Mission  Fair  held  at  University  UMC. 
About  20  churches  dismayed  work  being 
carried  on  through  Louisiana  Mission 
Projects. 

The  offering  was  given  to  the  Hunger 
Project  which  is  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  William  Patrick,  professor  at 
Louisiana  State  University. 


Mystery 
of  shroud 


Nine  Louisiana  ministers  will  be 
among  the  more  than  1,000  United 
Methodists  across  the  nation  preparing 
to  carry  the  message  of  church  growth 
and  evangelism  to  a  denomination  which 
membership  has  been  declining  for  a 
decade. 

They  will  be  armed  with  more  than 
four  pounds  of  materials  and  countless 
pages  of  notes  gathered  during  national 
schools  of  evangelism.  Ministers  and  lay 
persons  participating  will  focus  on 
consultations  with  local  churches.  The 
effort  is  a  major  thrust  in  the 
denomination’s  four-year  “missional 
priority”  on  evangelism. 

Segments  of  the  evangelism  schools 
are  devoted  to  analyzing  various 
communities  and  types  of  churches, 
urging  outreach  to  ethnic  minorities,  the 


how-to  of  visitation  evangelism,  helping 
small-membership  churches  grow  and 
managing  a  church  program  for  growth 


Sessions  were  held  in  Tampa.  Chicago 
and  Los  Angeles  in  February  and  in 
Oklahoma  in  March.  They  are  planned 
for  Philadelphia.  Atlanta  and  Billings, 
Montana  in  April  and  May 


our 


The  following  ministers  from 
conference  are  participating  in  an 
evangelism  school:  Rev.  Kenneth  Reed, 
Shreveport;  Rev.  Phil  Woodland,  Slidell; 
Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  New  Orleans;  Rev 
Bill  McCutcheon,  Winnsboro;  Rev. 
Donald  Avery,  Baton  Rouge;  Rev. 
James  Poole.  Bogalusa;  Rev  Joe 
McClain,  Natchitoches;  Rev.  John  M. 
Lee,  Amite;  and  Rev.  Louis 
Blankenbaker,  Lafayette. 


HARAHAN  —  Kenneth  E.  Stevenson, 
recently  presented  a  color-slide 
presentation,  “Mystery  of  the  Holy 
Shroud,”  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC.  Stevenson 
served  as  the  team  spokesman,  editor 
and  recording  secretary  for  the 
distinguished  international  research 
efforts  into  the  Shroud  of  Turin,  believed 
by  many  to  be  the  actual  burial  linen  in 
which  Jesus  was  wrapped  when  he  was 
taken  down  from  the  cross. 


S 


Rev.  Brown 
leads  revival 


Sanctuary  coming 


Bossier  City  First  UMC  held  ground 
breaking  ceremonies  for  its  new  sanctuary  on 
April  1. 

The  sanctuary  will  seat  454  persons  plus 
seating  75  in  an  overflow  space.  The  contract 
is  for  $405,571  and  the  building  is  to  be 


completed  in  250  calendar  days. 

The  building  will  follow  the  architectural 
line  of  the  present  educational  building  which 
was  completed  in  July  of  1973  at  201  John 
Wesley  Blvd. 

John  Byrd  is  building  committee  chairman. 


CHALMETTE  -  Rev.  William  J. 
Brown  led  revival  services  at  St. 
Bernard  UMC  April  1-4.  Brown  is 
director  of  a  ministry  which  reaches  out 
to  troubled  youths,  street  people,  ex¬ 
convicts  and  the  poor. 

St.  Bernard’s  minister  is  L.  W.  Taylor. 

A  day  for  men 

NEW  IBERIA  -  St.  James  UMC 
recently  had  its  annual  Men’s  Day 
Celebration  with  Rev.  Don  Ross,  campus 
minister  at  University  of  South  Louisiana 
in  Lafayette  speaking.  Gary  Stinson, 
chairman  on  Finance,  led  the  program. 
Rev.  E.  D.  Smith  is  pastor. 


122  years  ago 

Louisiana’s  Annual  Conference  is  just  around  the  corner  with 
the  dates  set  for  May  29  -  June  1  at  Centenary  College’s  Gold 
Dome  in  Shreveport.  Looking  back  122  years,  the  Annual 
Conference  was  held  in  smaller  facilities,  the  Burns  Plantation 
Home  (pictured  above).  It’s  not  a  well  known  fact  that  in  1857 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  including  both  black  and  white 
members,  met  in  the  attic  of  this  plantation,  located  north  of 
Waterproof  off  Hwy.  65,  northwest  of  Goldman,  La. 

There  were  55  pastoral  charges  in  the  state  at  that  time. 
Recently  Rev.  Walter  Garriott,  pastor  of  the  Waterproof' 
Church  and  Rev.  Bill  McCutcheon,  vice  chairman  of  the 
Commission  of  Archives  and  History,  toured  the  home  and  took 
pictures  for  the  Conference  Archives. 


Send  articles,  photos,  opinions, 
letters  or  subscription  requests  to 
the  Council  On  Ministries  Office. 
P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La.  71104 
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Editorials *««• 

Amid  headlines  of  world,  we  need 
to  remember  God’s  ‘Headline’ 


"Bhutto  hanged  in  Pakistan" 

"Viets  launch  new  offensive" 

"Nuclear  meltdown  possible” 

“Father  charged  in  child’s  death” 

Those  were  the  headlines  of  the  world 
that  greeted  us  in  our  daily  newspapers 
this  week  as  Christians  readied 
themselves  for  the  celebration  of  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  on  Easter 
Sunday.  The  story  they  tell  about  the 
state  of  the  world  is  not  unique  to  Easter 
1979.  Similar  headlines  of  despair  have  or 
could  have  been  written  during  every 
Easter  season  since  the  first. 

They  are  depressing  headlines,  full  of 
human  failing.  They  are  headlines 
sometimes  used  by  those  who  discount 
our  faith  as  "foolishness”  and  charge 
that  Christ  has  made  no  difference  in  the 
world.  They  are  headlines  that 
sometimes  even  cause  those  who  profess 
faith  to  question  the  sense  of  it  all. 

Where  does  all  this  despair  fit  in  a 
world  we  Christians  believe  has  been 
created  and  ultimately  redeemed  by 


God?  Another  way  to  pose  that  question 
is  to  ask:  Where  does  the  cross  stand 
amid  the  joy  of  the  empty  tomb? 

The  cross  is  a  two-sided  symbol  of  our 
faith.  On  one  side  it  stands  as  an 
acknowledgement  of  the  headlines  —  of 
the  stark  reality  of  injustice,  tragedy, 
despair  and  death.  When  we  look  at  this 
side  of  the  cross  alone  we  always  run  the 
risk  of  seeing  the  world  only  as  it  is 
reflected  in  the  headlines. 

The  other  side  of  the  cross,  however, 
stands  as  an  affirmation  in  the 
resurrection  that  God’s  ultimate  word  is 
one  of  grace,  hope  and  ultimate  victory. 

The  task  we  are  faced  with  on  Easter  is 
to  see  both  sides  of  the  cross  —  to  place 
the  sorrow  of  Good  Friday  within  the  joy 
of  the  stone  rolled  away. 

The  most  important  “headline”  ever 
written  is  that  “God  is  not  defeated." 
That  headline  dwarfs  all  others.  It  is  a 
headline  we  remember  at  Easter  and 
need  to  remember  every  other  day  of  the 
year. 


Nuclear  energy  discussion  needed 


It  may  be  months  before  the  truth  is 
entirely  known  regarding  the  accident 
and  near  disaster  at  Three  Mile  Island 
nuclear  generating  plant  near  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pennsylvania. 

So  far,  the  misreprentations  of  fact  — 
both  the  overestimates  and  under¬ 
estimates  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
situation  by  special  interest  groups  on 
both  sides  —  have  been  rampant.  The 
need  for  calm,  unemotional  discussion  on 
the  whole  question  of  nuclear  energy  is 
paramount. 

As  the  facts  of  the  matter  emerge,  we 
hope  United  Methodists  will  prayerfully 
reflect  on  the  important  problems  at 
hand,  and  will  take  the  time  individually 
and  in  groups  to  study  the  official 
position  of  our  denomination  on  the  whole 
subject  of  energy. 

In  a  resolution  passed  by  our  1976 


General  Conference,  our  denomination 
has  gone  on  record  as  questioning  “the 
ability  of  our  nation  to  safely  manage  all 
of  this  (nuclear)  power,  including  its 
wastes.” 

The  resolution  calls  for  the  federal 
government  to  “discontinue  its  support 
of  nuclear  fission  reactor  research  and 
development  and  instead  focus  upon  non¬ 
nuclear  energy  alternatives,  such  as 
solar  power." 

We  hope  United  Methodists  will  use 
this  document  as  a  starting  point  for 
consideration  of  the  serious  questions 
raised  by  the  Three  Mile  Island  situation. 

Copies  of  the  resolution  are  available 
from:  Service  Department,  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  100  Maryland 
Avenue,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  Cost  is 
25  cents  per  single  copy  and  $9  per  100 
copies. 


Here  I  Stand 


What  good  does  it  do  when 
we  oppose  the  arrhs  race? 


By  RON  FREUND 

People  came  from  all  over  the  country 
to  protest  an  international  arms  trade 
show  in  Rosemont,  Illinois,  in  late 
February  (TM/UMR,  March  2).  Most 
were  from  the  Midwest,  but  some  people 
came  from  as  far  as  Arizona  and 
Massachusetts. 

During  the  four  days  of  protests,  more 
than  4,000  persons  participated, 
representing  more  than  60  organizations. 
There  were  22  arrests  for  civil  dis¬ 
obedience,  numerous  prayer  services, 
countless  speeches  and  meetings,  and  a 
symbolic  funeral  for  all  arms  “bazaars.” 
in  which  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish 
leaders  presided. 

But  when  the  final  ashes  made  of  wet 
snow  settled  to  earth  and  the  departing 
protestors,  police,  exhibitors  and  buyers 
had  turned  the  arms  bazaar  into  an 
empty  hall  and  a  deserted  parking  lot, 
there  were  voices  asking  me,  “So,  what 
good  did  it  do?” 

As  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  protest, 
my  answer  is  a  resounding,  “A  whole  lot 
of  good!" 

First  of  all,  we  exploded  the  myth  that 
the  American  people  are  apathetic  about 
the  issues  of  peace  and  arms  control. 
When  given  an  opportunity  to  confront 
directly  the  arms  race  in  their  own 
community,  people  responded.  This  event 
was  happening,  not  in  Washington  or 
Moscow,  but  right  here  in  a  little  suburb 
of  Chicago.  We  had  the  unique 
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Easter  Vigil  1966: 
a  conversation  with  God  begins 

The  human  body  in  history  dies  more  often  and  earlier  than 
the  tree. 

Man  endures  beyond  the  doors  of  death  in  catacombs  and 
crypts. 

Man  who  departs  endures  in  those  who  follow. 

Man  who  follows  endures  in  those  departed. 

Man  endures  beyond  all  coming  and  going 
in  himself 
and  in  you. 

The  history  of  men,  such  as  I,  always  looks  for  the  body  you 
will  give  them.  * 

Each  man  in  history  loses  his  body  and  goes  towards  you. 

In  the  moment  of  departure 
each  is  greater  than  history 
although  but  a  part 
(a  fragment  of  a  century  or  two, 
merged  into  one  life). 

The  poem  was  written  in  1966  by  a 
Polish,  Roman  Catholic  Cardinal  named 
Karol  Wojtyla,  who  is  now  Pope  John 
Paul  II. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Bishop’s  comments  debated 


opportunity  to  lessen  the  spiraling  traffic 
in  conventional  arms  and  we  took 
advantage  of  that  opportunity. 

Second,  we  demonstrated  that  people 
can  exert  leadership  on  national  policy. 
Initially,  we  had  turned  to  our  elected 
and  appointed  officials  —  the  President, 
the  Secretaries  of  State' and  Commerce, 
the  Congress;  all  responded  with  a 
chorus  of  “Sorry,  it’s  perfectly  legal  so 
our  hands  are  tied.” 

We  felt  that  it  was  not  a  question  of 
legality,  but  one  of  morality.  After  all, 
the  slave  trade  was  once  perfectly  legal. 
So  we  acted  independently  and 
eventually  some  of  the  politicians  joined 
our  cause.  When  government  and  private 
industry  abdicate  their  moral  responsi¬ 
bility  in  the  name  of  pragmatism  and 
profit,  the  people  must  take  over  in  the 
name  of  conscience. 

Third,  we  expanded  the  public 
consciousness  about  the  arms  race.  Until 
now,  the  predominant  focus  of  the  peace 
movement  has  been  on  the  nuclear  arms 
race.  However,  90  percent  of  the  world’s 
military  spending  and  100  percent  of 
war-related  deaths  result  from  conven¬ 
tional  weapons.  Last  year  the  United 
States  sold  over  $13  billion  worth 
of  conventional  arms  to  nations  around 
the  world.  A  war  in  any  of  those  nations 
could  be  the  trigger  that  fires  the  nuclear 
bullet. 

Fourth,  we  directly  limited  the  loss  of 
life  that  could  have  resulted  from  the 
Rosemont  bazaar.  The  sponsors  planned 
on  having  120  arms  companies  exhibit 
their  wares,  including  such  giants  as  GE, 
Motorola,  McDonnell-Douglas,  Rolls- 
Royce  and  Boeing.  The  sponsors’ 
literature  boasted  that  they  had  invited 
“more  than  40,000  of  the  leading  defense 
decision-makers  throughout  the  West 
and  the  Third  World”  to  attend.  The 
sponsors  had  scheduled  over  100 
seminars  on  the  latest  developments  in 
battlefield  technology. 

What  actually  happened?  Only  26 
companies  exhibited  their  products,  none 
of  which  were  the  major  multinational 
corporations.  Fewer  than  700  persons 
attended  the  arms  show  and  70  percent 
of  the  seminars  had  to  be  cancelled.  1116 
controversy  and  massive  protest 
surrounding  the  arms  bazaar  had  turned 
the  sponsors’  dreams  for  “the  world’s 
most  outstanding  defense  marketing 
experience”  into  snow-covered  ashes. 

Finally,  we  demonstrated  that 
organized  nonviolent  protest  can  be 
effective.  Many  of  us  come  from  a 
tradition  which  affirms  the  power  of 
nonviolence,  or  as  Gandhi  put  it, 
“speaking  truth  to  power.”  However,  the 
increasing  level  of  violence  in  the  world 
today  has  made  many  cynical  about  the 
value  of  nonviolent  witness  in  con¬ 
temporary  American  society. 

I  believe  that  the  Rosemont  arms 
bazaar  protest  proves  them  wrong.  I 
believe  that  there  will  never  be  another 
arms  bazaar  in  our  community.  I  believe 
that  this  will  serve  as  a  precedent  so  that 
communities  will  protest  wherever  “the 
merchants  of  death"  try  to  peddle  their 
wares.  And  that  is  very,  very  good. 

“ Here  I  Stand”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Ron  Freund, 
is  midwest  director  of  Clergy  and  Laity 
Concerned,  an  organisation  formed  to 
oppose  nuclear  proliferation. 


To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  James  Armstrong  (TM/UMR, 
March  23)  deplores  a  “climate  of 
mistrust"  and  the  “rising  tide  of  support 
for  designated  giving.”  He  should  look  in 
the  mirror.  Many  of  the  radical  actions 
which  sincere  Christians  reject  came 
about  while  he  was  president  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Those  who  urge  boycotts  against 
textile  makers  and  non-ERA  states  in 
support  of  their  pet  projects  are  not  in 
good  position  to  lecture  others  on  the 
evils  of  withholding  funds  from  church 
projects  or  agencies  to  which  they  object, 
such  as  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
grants  to  Marxist  guerillas  in  Rhodesia. 
Ray  H.  Smith 
Anderson,  South  Carolina 

Rhetoric  only  rhetoric 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  James  Armstrong’s  rhetoric 
reported  in  your  March  23  issue  is  indeed 
stirring  but  that  it  all  it  is  —  rhetoric.  It 
does  not  stand  up  very  well  under 
examination. 

There  was  a  reason  for  Proposition  13 
in  California  and  it  was  not  what  he 
asserted.  It  came  about  because  of  ever 
increasing  taxes  and  the  indifference  of 
the  elected  officials  to  the  taxpayer’s 
dilemma. 

Bishop  Armstrong  seems  to  think  that 
it  is  wrong  for  United  Methodists  to 
question  general  boards  and  agencies;  to 
have  some  say  about  what  happens  to  the 
missionary  dollar;  to  want  a  revival  of 
that  kind  of  spiritual  concern  and 
evengelism  that  raised  up  Methodism. 
Charles  Dowdell 
Huntingtoh  Beach,  California 

Comments  unfair 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  not  a  member  of  the  "Good 
News"  organization;  neither  do  I  agree 
with  their  theology  or  social  point  of 
view.  But  is  seems  totally  unfair  for 
Bishop  Armstrong  to  single  out  this  one 
organization  as  a  “splinter  group"  which 
creates  division  and  drains  vitality  from 
the  life  of  the  church  (TM/UMR,  March 
23)!  The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
infested  with  caucuses  and  splinter 
groups  whose  primary  purpose  is  to 
enhance  their  self-interest.  Many  of  us 
who  are  endeavoring  in  the  Wesleyan 
tradition  to  preach  the  whole  gospel  to 
the  whole  person  in  all  of  society  seem 
disenfranchised. 

It  seems  to  me  that  an  accusation  of 
“self ism”  coming  from  one  who  has 
encouraged  so  many  caucuses  and  has 
evidently  made  good  use  of  the  same  to 
his  own  personal  advantage  reveals  a 
tendency  to  self-righteousness  of  which 
we  are  all  infested. 

With  all  of  its  weaknesses,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  called  of  God 
for  a  great  purpose  for  which  I  am 
grateful  to  be  a  part. 

Hayden  S.  Sears 
Mesa,  Arizona 

Hit  nail  on  head 

To  the  Editor: 

When  Bishop  Armstrong  addressed  the 
editors  of  conference  editions  of 
TM/UMR  (see  March  23  issue),  he  hit  the 
nail  on  the  head  but  let  the  hammer  slip 
on  one  observation.  He  confused  the  issue 
by  identifying  our  “self -ism"  as  a  feature 
of  a  “personal"  Gospel. 

Our  excessive  preoccupation  with 
“what’s-in-it-for-me”  is  a  characteristic 
of  privatized,  not  personal,  religion.  In 
such  instances  we  witness  to  a  faith  that 
includes  no  other  interests  but  our  own.  It 
excludes  the  faith  community  as  well  as 
those  in  the  world  for  whom  Christ  lived 
and  died. 

Personal  religion,  in  contrast,  looks  at 
Christ’s  redemptive  mission  in  the  world 
and  recognizes  that  the  individual  is 
included  in  such  a  world.  Through  faith 
experience  with  the  living  Lord,  God 
becomes  The  Person  to  whom  each  of  us 
may  respond  as  persons.  In  this  sense  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  is  very  personal. 

If  we  must  continue  to  make 
distinctions  between  exlusive  and 
inclusive  views  of  the  Gospel,  let’s  use 
labels  which  mark  the  contrasts  more 
fairly. 

.  John  Dicken 
Auburn,  Indiana 

Page  inspiring 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  want  to  thank  you  for  publishing 
the  page  of  essays  on  “Sermons  that 
made  a  difference”  (TM/UMR,  March 
23).  I  found  it  quite  inspiring. 

I’ve  been  housebound  lately  due  to  ice 
and  snow  and  a  fall  and  I’ve  missed  being 
in  church.  Thanks  very  much. 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Gardner 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 


Editorial  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  pleased  with  your  March  9 
editorial  regarding  the  proposed  new 
pension  program.  As  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Pension  Study  Task  Force,  I  felt 
your  statements  and  support  were  very 
helpful.  It  is  most  vital  to  the  entire 
church  that  the  new  program  be  both 
understood  and  adopted.  I  suspect  that 
there  will  be  real  problems  ahead  if  the 
new  program  is  not  adopted. 

I  felt,  however,  that  a  wrong 
impression  is  given  when  you  talk  about 
raising  money  and  sending  it  to  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions.  All  such 
money  is  simply  deferred  salary  to  the 
minister.  It  should  not  be  compared  to 
“Missional  Priorities”  but  should  be 
added  to  the  expense  of  the  local  church 
for  salary.  When  put  in  this  light,  pension 
payments  are  less  than  five  percent  of  the 
grand  total  raised  and  expended  by  the 
local  churches.  In  our  conference, 
pension  costs  have  been  about  three  per¬ 
cent  of  the  overall  expenses  for  the  past 
25  years.  Industry  puts  this  expense 
many  times  'that  amount.  It  is  because 
the  amount  has  been  so  small  that  a  new 
program  is  necessary. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  editorial. 

Harold  E.  Johnson 
Los  Angeles,  California 

Don’t  forget  laity 

To  the  Editor: 

While  we  are  thinking  of  a  fair  salary 
and  pension  plan  for  ministers  (TM/ 
UMR,  February  23  and  March  9), 
let  us  not  forget  the  laypersons  who  work 
for  the  church. 

In  one  church  a  woman  who  had  30 
years  experience  in  church  work  and  an 
MA  degree  was  replaced  by  a  young  man 
just  out  of  seminary.  'Hie  laywoman 
worker  was  drawing  a  salary  of  $9,500  a 
year.  The  young  man  was  given  a  salary 
of  $15,000. 

Also,  a  person  who  has  worked  for  the 
church  cannot  draw  unemployment 
compensation  while  nurses,  teachers, 
secretaries  in  business  and  professional 
firms,  waitresses  in  cafes,  etc.  can  draw 
it. 

A  church  that  does  not  give  protection 
to  its  workers  cannot  hope  to  command 
the  respect  of  the  community. 

Name  withheld  by  request 

Whole  Gospel? 

To  the  Editor: 

My  heart  rose  when  your  lead  article 
on  March  9  told  of  a  United  Methodist 
group  calling  itself  “The  Coalition  for  the 
Whole  Gospel"  which  is  emphasizing 
that  “The  call  for  the  church  is  on  the 
side  of  the  poor  without  equivocation.” 

So  I  read  on. 

What’s  this?  The  group  wishes  to 
“promote  the  acceptance  of  homo¬ 
sexuality"  and  protect  “the  rights  of 
homosexual  ministers.” 

They  should  read  and  accept  the  Whole 
Gospel!  How  can  protectors  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  declare  themselves  to  be 
advocates  of  the  “whole  gospel”? 

Norman  Carls 
New  Market,  Virginia 

Clergy  still  ‘called’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Though  I  agree  with  the  thrust  of  the 
editorial,  “Is  clergy  support  running 
wild?”  (TM/UMR,  March  16),  I  take 
issue  with  the  implication  that  there  is  a 
difference  between  the  ordained 
ministry  being  a  “calling”  and  a 
"profession.” 

I  feel  confident  in  saying  that  the  vast 
majority  of  our  ordained  clergy  feel 
“called"  to  their  vocation.  However,  that 
in  no  way  affects  their  “professional¬ 
ism.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  insists  on 
an  educated  clergy.  I  applaud  it  for  this 
stance.  Seminaries  are  professional 
schools  as  are  law,  dental  and  medical 
schools. 

Many  of  us  are  candidates  for,  or 
recipients  of,  earned  doctoral  degrees. 
The  pursuit  of  these  degrees  was  based 
solely  on  the  desire  to  enhance  our 
effectiveness  and  our  “professionalism” 
as  clergy.  The  clergy  has  traditionally 
been  considered  a  profession.  And  it 
should  be  treated  as  such.  But  we  are  still 
called  by  God  and  we  cannot  deny  that. 

John  J.  van  der  Graaf 
O’Fallon,  Missouri 

Remember  ‘covet’? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  the  article  written  by 
Richard  V.  Shriver  and  think  that  he  is 
mistaken  in  his  definition  of  lust  (“My 
Witness,”  March  16). 

I  believe  that  he  has  forgotten  the  word 
covet.  It  seems  that  the  Tenth 


“Very  nice,  but  hardly  the  Easter 
theme  I  had  in  mind.” 

Commandment  would  cover  all  the 
desires  that  he  mentions  other  than  the 
lust  for  sex. 

If  we  have  Jesus  in  our  hearts,  there 
will  not  be  room  for  coveting  or  lusting, 
only  love. 

D.  Ross 

Marshall,  Texas 
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4 Sermons 
that  made 
difference ’ 

Editor's  'Note:  Several  weeks  ago 
TM/UMR  invited  readers  to  submit 
essays  on  the  subject  of  “ sermons  that 
made  a  difference . "  The  following  are 
two  of  the  more  than  3 00  essays  received 
in  response  to  our  request. 

Assurance  that  I 
count  for  something 

By  ELAINE  DREW 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd 
Arcadia,  California 

“The  Importance  of  Being”  is  a 
sermon  that  matters  to  me.  It  came  at  a 
critical  time  in  my  life  —  the  beginning  of 
my  struggle  for  assurance  that  I  count 
for  something.  I  could  not  escape  feeling 
that  nothing  I  could  do  mattered  to 
anyone. 

The  message  of  the  sermon  is  that  we 
are  saved  by  God’s  grace,  not  by  our  own 
efforts.  We  do  not  earn  our  worth.  As  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  God,  we  do  count 
for  something.  Because  our  worth  is 
God’s  gift,  we  are  free  to  grow  into  the 
best  possible  selves  we  can  be.  God 
endows  each  of  us  with  unique  qualities 
and  dreams  of  who  we  can  be.  The 
liberating  and  redeeming  good  news  of 
this  sermon  is  that  I  don’t  have  to  keep 
trying  to  “chalk  up"  lists  of  impressive 
achievements  to  prove  I  count  for. 
something.  God  frees  me  to  be! 

Never  had  I  even  thought  of  a 
distinction  between  being  and  doing.  I 
saw  myself  as  a  doer,  and  when  I  failed 
at  a  task,  I  was  a  failure.  The  sermon’s 
message  was  “not  work  harder  and  do 
more,”  but  “be  assured  of  God’s  love  an£ 
become  a  real  person.” 

My  struggle  continues,  but  the  focus  is 
forever  changed.  I  still  blur  being  and 
doing,  but  I  can  now  glimpse  a  vision  of 
myself,  complete  with  failures,  as 
worthwhile  in  God’s  eyes.  That  is  a  gift 
from  a  sermon  that  always  will  matter. 

Needing  to  find 


How  does  the  ‘Bible  Bowl’  purpose  in  life 


approach  affect  children? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  “Coach”  Jack  Gray’s 
Bible  Bowl  television  quiz  show 
(TM/UMR,  March  9),  I  wonder  about  its 
effect  upon  the  children  both  watching 
and  participating.  First  of  all,  adults 
may  think  that  it  is  wonderful  that  the 
little  ones  learn  about  the  Bible.  The 
problem  is  that  children  can  only  truly 
learn  if  the  subject  material  is  on  their 
own  level  of  experience.  They  can  be 
conditioned  to  give  the  right  answers  but 
at  their  age  do  the  answers  mean 
anything  to  them? 

A  second  problem  I  have  is  the  claim 
that  the  children  “love  competition.”  For 
those  who  win  the  banana  split  “Glory 
Bowl”  that  is  great,  but  where  in  the 
Gospel  do  we  make  the  loser  the  goat? 

John  Wetherwax 
Grand  Island,  New  York 

Wholeness  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Bravo  for  Mr.  Dunnam’s  March  2 
column  on  the  good  words  “do-gooder” 
and  “soul”  that  have  fallen  into 
disrepute. 

It  has  puzzled  me  for  a  long  time  why 
we  should  divide  the  question  between 
the  vertical  and  horizontal  dimensions  of 
the  Gospel.  Wholeness  always  requires 
both. 

DonUtzman 
Hopkins,  Minnesota 

Russians  not  trusted 

To  the  Editor: 

If  the  Russians  will  not  live  up  to  the 
paper  they  signed  in  Finland,  which  gave 
the  Jews  the  right  to  leave  the  country  to 
go  to  Palestine,  what  makes  the  people  of 
the  free  world  think  that  Russia  will  live 
up  to  the  SALT  II  agreement  which  is 
more  important? 

J.  Jones 

Santa  Rosa,  California 


By  HARRY  R.  SPEARMAN  JR. 

South  Greensburg 
United  Methodist  Church 
South  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania 

One  Sunday  as  I  glanced  through  the 
bulletin,  the  sermon  topic  caught  my  eye. 
The  title,  “What  Is  Your  Purpose  in 
Life?”  intrigued  yet  haunted  me 
simultaneously,  since  I  was  experiencing 
a  dark  void  in  my  life  and  had  little 
direction  or  purpose  in  living.  The 
Scripture  reading  from  the  twelfth 
chapter  of  Romans  captivated  me,  and  I 
sensed  already  that  this  sermon  was 
going  to  speak  to  my  need. 

The  pastor  began  by  asking  that 
question:  “What  is  your  purpose  in  life?” 
He  gave  examples  of  Christians  whose 
lives  made  a  profound  impact  through 
their  dedication  to  God  and  service  to 
humanity.  Rev.  Speakman  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  analyze  why  men,  women,  and 
youth  often  flounder  about  most  of  their 
lives,  feeling  no  self-acceptance,  setting 
no  goals,  and  having  no  sense  of  accom¬ 
plishment.  I  started  feeling  uncomforta¬ 
ble,  since  I  felt  this  description  was  of 
me.  But  I’m  glad  the  sermon  didn't  end 
there.  It  was  more  than  a  depressing 
analysis  of  modern  man. 

The  second  portion  of  the  sermon  dealt 
with  the  “how-to,"  more  practical  aspect 
of  which  I  was  so  negligent.  I  saw  the 
necessity  for  re-evaluating  my  life  and 
priorities.  I  knew  I  would  stay  miserable 
until  changes  came.  This  sermon 
challenged  me  to  find  purpose  for  my  life 
in  Jesus  Christ.  It  did  not  lay  out  all  the 
right  options  or  ways  of  going  about  the 
process,  but  clarified  the  necessity  of 
being  transformed  by  a  renewal  of  my 
mind  by  looking  to  God,  asking  Him  to 
develop  my  gifts  and  set  straight  my 
pathways. 

As  a  result,  that  sermon  profoundly 
affected  my  life.  Presently  I  am 
attending  seminary  in  preparation  for 
the  ministry. 
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Creative  Stewardship 

This  valuable,  inspirational 
book  offers  both  laity  and  clergy 
helpful  guidelines  for  using  the 
principles  of  true  stewardship  as 
a  model  for  creative  living. 
Richard  B.  Cunningham. 

$4.95,  paper 
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Your  Church  Can  Be 
Healthy 

This  book  is  designed  to  help 
churches  understand  some  of  the 
reasons  why  they  are  or  are  not 
growing.  C.  Peter  Wagner. 
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Nuclear  accident  aids 
UM  energy  position 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  official  position 
against  nuclear  “fission”  energy  was 
called  “prophetic”  this  week  in  the  wake 
of  a  nuclear  accident  in  Pennsylvania 
which  “threatened  the  lives  of  thousands 
of  persons.” 

Referring  to  a  1976  General  Conference 
resolution  which  calls  upon  the  federal 
government  “to  discontinue  its  support 
of  nuclear  fission  reactor  research  and 
development,”  two  executives  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  urged  United  Methodists  to  rally 
against  the  “current  mindset”  that 
nuclear  fission  is  a  way  to  solve  the 
nation's  energy  woes. 

“Fission”  is  the  process  of  releasing 
nuclear  energy  by  splitting  the  nucleus  of 
ah  atom.  Such  a  process  produces 
cbnsiderable  amounts  of  radioactive 
Wastes.  “Fusion,”  on  the  other  hand,  is 
the  process  of  combining  the  nuclei  of 
atoms.  This  process  also  produces 
energy  but  does  not  produce  waste. 
Scientists  have  not  been  able  to  develop 
“fusion"  technology  to  a  point  of 
relatively  inexpensive  and  practical  use 
at  the  present  time. 

‘“Nuclear  fission  is  not  the  answer  to 
oUr  energy  needs,”  said  the  Rev.  Jack 
Corbett,  board  staff  person  responsible 
f6r  the  area  of  church-government 
relations.  “The  situation  at  Three  Mile 
Island  (nuclear  generating  plant  near 
H&rrisburg,  Penn.)  should  point  out  the 
trbth  of  that,  if  nothing  else.” 

Sections  of  resolution 

Both  Mr.  Corbett  and  Dr.  George 
Outen,  who  heads  the  staff  of  the  social 
action  agency,  said  the  questions  raised 
by  the  church  on  “fission”  energy  are  an 
integral  part  of  what  the  whole  nation  — 
and  particularly  Christians  —  needs  to 
consider.  Specific  sections  of  the 


BOSTON  —  An  unidentified  little  girl 
expresses  her  support  of  an  April  1  anti¬ 
nuclear  protest  in  Boston  from  a 
shoulder-high  perch. 
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UMCOR  was 
ready 9  say 
relief  execs 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  Disaster  relief  officials 
of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  here  were  hopeful  this 
week  that  tragedy  has  been  averted  in 
the  nuclear  accident  near  Harrisburg, 
Penn.,  but  said  that  should  the  “worst 
have  come”  they  would  have  been  ready 
to  help  the  victims. 

Within  24  hours  after  the  first  news  of 
the  crisis  became  known,  UMCOR 
officials  had  worked  out  a  plan  of  action 
With  Church  World  Service,  (relief 
agency  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches),  and  both  bodies  were 
coordinating  plans  with  Red  Cross  and 
Civil  Defense  officials. 

The  Rev.  Paul  T.  Morton,  UMCOR 
disaster  coordinator,  told  TM/UMR  that, 
within  hours,  seven  truck  loads  of  blan¬ 
kets,  food  and  emergency  supplies  had 
been  loaded  in  New  Windsor,  Md.,  and 
drivers  were  on  alert  to  move  the 
Supplies  to  those  in  need  at  “a  moment’s 
riotice.” 

;  UMCOR  also  identified  and  began 
rhaking  ready  11  church  camps  and  four 
United  Methodist-related  colleges  in 
Pennsylvania  where  evacuees  could  be 
taken  if  necessary  —  making  available 
housing  for  16,000  persons. 

;  “Cooperation  between  the  churches 
and  Civil  Defense  and  the  Red  Cross  has 
been  fantastic,”  Mr.  Morton  said.  “This 
was  our  first  full-scale  test  of  our  ability 
to  respond  to  this  kind  of  situation  in 
cooperation  with  other  agencies,  and  we 
were  pleased  with  what  we  saw.” 

He  said  UMCOR  will  remain  on  alert 
until  all  immediate  danger  has  passed 
and  will  be  involved  in  later  planning  to 
provide  counseling  and  other  services 
in  the  wake  of  the  accident. _ 


denomination’s  1976  resolution  held  up  as 
most  relevant  to  the  debate  included: 

•  “Christians  have  a  special  concern 
regarding  energy  use  and  resources. 
Responsible  stewardship  of  the  earth, 
air,  sky  and  sea  stands  historically  as  a 
religious  obligation  and  opportunity.” 

•  “Should  the  safety  and  well-being  of 
other  human  beings  lie  in  jeopardy  as  a 
result  of  the  development  of  new  power 
sources,  then  Christians  will  need  to 
reconsider  their  reliance  upon  such  new 
energy  sources.” 

•  “We  propose  that  the  United  States 
apply  its  resources  to  an  intensive 
program  seeking  various  methods  of 
developing  solar  energy  to  the  place 
where  it  can  make  a  major  contribution 
in  the  near  future  to  meeting  the  energy 
requirements  of  the  nation.  We  also  urge 
that  other  non-nuclear  forms  of  energy 
be  systematically  explored  to  determine 
their  particular  utility  in  satisfying 
future  energy  needs.  ” 

•  “We  question  the  ability  of  our  nation 
to  safely  manage  all  of  this  (nuclear) 
power,  including  wastes,  with  little 
threat  to  the  safety  of  the  nation.” 

•  “In  our  opinion,  no  generation  has 
the  right  to  assume  risks  in  its  decision 
making  which  bear  heavily  upon  .the 
potential  destruction  of  the  earth  as  a 
habitable  place  for  future  generations.” 

•  “In  all  of  our  efforts  to  fulfill  the 
energy  needs  of  the  nation,  we  ask  that 
such  considerations  as  safety  of  human 
beings,  costs  to  consumers,  preservation 
of  the  environment,  and  stewardship  of 
resources  be  kept  paramount." 

The  choice 

Mr.  Corbett  said  that  contrary  to  what 
some  persons  are  saying,  the  choice  of 
our  nation  is  not  between  nuclear  energy 
and  “having  lights.” 

“If  that  were  the  decision,  I  would 
gladly  read  by  candle  light,  but  that’s  not 
where  we  are,”  he  said.  “Only  about  ten 
percent  of  our  present  electricity  comes 
from  nuclear  power.  We  have  other 
alternatives  such  as  coal-powered 
reactors  which  could  produce  much 
more  than  that.  In  conservation  alone  we 
could  cut  our  energy  requirements  by  ten 
percent  in  a  few  weeks  if  only  the 
Christian  population  decided  to 
conserve.” 

Fusion  vs.  fission 

Mr.  Corbett  said  he  believes  “fusion” 
—  a  safer  method  of  using  nuclear 
energy  to  produce  electricity  —  will 
eventually  “come  on  line”  as  a  valid  way 
to  meet  the  nation’s  energy  needs.  “That 
technology  is  20  to  30  years  away, 
however,”  he  said.  “Our  immediate 
problem  is  to  find  ways  to  meet  the  needs 
until  then.  ‘Fission’  is  not  a  valid  way  to 
do  it  in  the  mean  time.” 

Dr.  Outen  expressed  concern  that  “in 
the  face  of  obvious,  serious  problems 
with  nuclear  energy,  the  government  and 
the  utility  companies  continue  to 
minimize  the  hazards. 

“I’m  concerned  that  in  the  rush  we 
have  not  been  given  a  clear  picture  of 
what  nuclear  energy  now  means  to  our 
future,”  Dr.  Outen  said.  “We  must  be 
careful  to  be  skeptical  about  misleading 
information  being  passed  out  by  those 
with  a  vested  economic  interest  in 
nuclear  energy.” 

He  urged  United  Methodists  to  study 
the  situation  and  then  to  write  their  con¬ 
gressional  representatives  about  the 
matter. 

Impact  energy  policy 

Peggy  Billings,  top  executive  for  social 
concerns  in  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division,  also  sounded  a  chord 
for  the  people  of  the  church  to  make  an 
impact  on  energy  policy. 

“The  church  has  a  responsibility  to 
stress  the  ethical  questions  that  are 
raised  by  nuclear  energy,”  Ms.  Billings 
told  TM/UMR.  “Out  of  our  theology  of 
creation  and  redemption  we  have  a 
unique  offering  to  make  in  the  whole 
decision  making  process  on  energy.  ” 

Ms.  Billings  said  a  committee  on 
energy  policy  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  —  on  which  both  she  and  Dr. 
Outen  serve  —  is  currently  trying  to  form 
a  list  of  ethical  guidelines  on  the  issue. 

“When  decisions  are  being  made  which 
will  ultimately  effect  the  entire  future  of 
our  planet,  Christians  dare  not  sit  back 
and  no}  take  part  in  the  decision  making 
process  wherever  and  whenever  they 
can,”  she  said.  “Our  church  has  an 
urgent  ethical  witness  to  make  in  this 
whole  matter.” 


APPLICATIONS  ARE  BEING  ACCEPTED  for  the 
position  of  Program  Associate  to  the  Wisconsin 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  Job  includes 
iworking  with  conference  and  district  boards  and 
■committees  and  as  a  resource  person  to  local 
Jchurches.  Contact:  Richard  Jones.  Box  514, 
Plalteville.  Wis.  53818.  - 


Classified 


YOUTH  WORKER-CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

■DIRECTOR  position  available  June  1  in  smaller 
.'community  on  suburban  fringe  of  the  Twin  Cities 
•Salary  $7-10,noo/year  Send  resume.  Faith  United 
'Methodist  Church.  710-8th  St.,  Farmington.  Minn. 
155024.  


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  2000  membership. 

20O-plus  teenagers  Suburban  church.  Kendall  United 
•Methodist,  7600  S  W  104th  St..  Miami.  Fla.  33156. 
Attention:  Tom  Hapiiltdn. 


NEW  YORK  —  An  ecumenical  gathering,  sponsored  by  the  Jewish  Community 
Relations  Council  of  New  York,  holds  a  March  26  ceremony  at  the  United  Nations' 
Isaiah  Wall,  in  observance  of  the  Egyptian-Israeli  Peace  Treaty  signing. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Peace  signing  recalls 
resurrection  possibilities 

The  signing  of  the  peace  agreement  between  Egypt  and  Israel  may  well  remind 
Christians  this  Easter  that  resurrection  experiences  —  death  to  life  in  personal, 
corporate  and  international  relationships  —  still  happen  and  can  have  world¬ 
shaking  implications  for  the  social  order. 

And  what  makes  this  faith  dimension  so  remarkable  in  the  peace  pact,  said  one 
commentator,  is  that  it  was  the  religious  conviction  of  politicians,  not  the  political 
contribution  of  church  persons,  that  sustained  the  peace  effort  during  the  16 
months  of  delicate  and  arduous  negotiations. 

While  resurrection  is  always  a  gift  from  God.  President  Jimmy  Carter  said 
through  a  passage  of  poetry  by  Walter  L.  Knight  on  the  day  the  treaty  was  signed 
that  peace  requires  the  active  participation  of  believers: 

“Peace  has  one  thing  in  common  with  its  enemy, 
with  the  fiend  it  battles,  with  war. 

Peace  is  active,  not  passive 
Peace  is  doing,  not  waiting 
Peace  is  aggressive  —  attacking. 

Peace  plans  its  strategy  and  encircles  the  enemy. 

Peace  marshals  its  forces  and  storms  the  gates. 

Peace  gathers  its  weapons  and  pierces  the  defense. 

Peace,  like  war,  is  waged." 

In  an  appropriate  word  to  United  Methodists.  Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart  of  San 
Francisco,  president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  said  in  an  Easter  message  released 
to  the  church:  “I  pray  that  once  again  this  Easter,  as  we  affirm  ‘He  is  risen."  we 
may  all  experience  the  redemption  of  old  ‘no’s’  into  new  ‘yes’s.’  ’’ 


End  arms  race,  urges 
U.S.-Soviet  church  body 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

GENEVA  -  A  group  of  20  top-level 
church  representatives  from  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union  issued  a 
statement  here  declaring  that  their 
national  resources  should  be  released 
from  the  arms  race  and  “employed  in  the 
development  of  just,  sustainable  and 
participatory  societies.  ” 

Meeting  for  an  unprecedented  eccle¬ 
siastical  summit,  the  representatives 
backed  the  SALT  II  treaty,  though  they 
felt  it  inadequate,  and  called  for  cessa¬ 
tion  of  nuclear  arms  testing  and  pro¬ 
duction. 

In  a  six-page  statement  at  the  close  of 
the  three-day  discussion  period,  the  two 
delegations  said,  “We  know  that  still 
more  terrible  weapons  are  being 
developed  which  can  only  lead  to  greater 
fear  and  suspicion  and  thus  to  a  still 
more  feverish  arms  race.  Against  this  we 
say  with  one  voice  —  no.  In  the  name  of 
God  —  no." 

The  18  men  and  two  women  urged  their 
churches  to  "give  special  attention”  to 
further  “consultations  on  disarmament 
and  other  visitations  of  a  general  nature, 
as  well  as  joint  days  of  prayers  for 
peace.” 

The  churches  were  asked  to  support 
the  disarmament  programs  of  the  World 
Council,  of  Churches  and  the  United 
Nations  because  “the  arms  race 
produces  hardships  and  lethal  dangers, 
not  only  for  our  two  countries,  but  for  all 
nations  of  the  world,  especially  those 
having  nuclear  capability.” 

Members  of  the  U.S.  delegation  were 
either  officers  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC)  or  church  representa¬ 
tives  on  the  council’s  governing  board. 

Two  United  Methodists  who  engaged  in 
disarmament  talks  between  U.S.  and 
U.S.S.R.  church  representatives  March 
27-29  felt  the  meeting  exceeded 
expectations. 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of  the 
Washington  Area  said,  “We  all  felt  the 
ominous  sense  of  the  nuclear  threat.  We 
did  not  take  sides  because  we  knew  we 
were  all  on  the  losing  side.  ’  ’ 

The  Rev.  Alan  F.  Geyer.  executive 
director  of  the  Churches  Center  for 
Theology  and  Public  Policy  in 


Pollster  reports 


Women  rank  marriage,  family  high 


George  Gallup  Jr. 


ORLANDO.  Fla.  (RNS)  -  Pollster 
George  Gallup  Jr.,  reported  here  that 
“three  women  in  four  in  the  United 
States  say  marriage  and  children  are 
among  the  important  elements  that 
woujd  provide  the  ideal  life  for  them.” 

Addressing  a  seminar  on  “Help  for 
Families”  sponsored  by  the  Christian 
Life  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  Mr.  Gallup  also  said  that 
only  nine  percent  of  American  women 
opt  for  careers  “as  a  permanent  way  of 
life,”  while  44  percent  of  those  who  want 
marriage  and  children  “say  they  would 
prefer  not  to  have  a  job  outside  the 
home.” 

V  According  to  the  pollster,  who  is  an 
Episcopalian,  “a  remarkable  91  percent 
of  the  American  people  —  including  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  young  adults 
—  say  they  would  welcome  more 
emphasis  on  traditional  family  ties  in  the 
years  ahead.” 


the  church  today 


UM  annual  conferences 
begin  sessions  in  May 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  Highest  on 
the  agendas  of  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  this  spring  and  summer  will 
be  the  selection  of  delegates  to  General 
Conference.  In  all,  1,000  will  be  chosen, 
plus  delegates  to  jurisdictional 
conferences  in  the  United  States  and  to 
central  conferences  elsewhere  in  the 
world. 

According  to  a  schedule  released  here 
by  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  secretary 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  the  first  session 
in  the  U.S.  will  open  May  3,  the  New 
Hampshire  conference  meeting  in 
Concord,  N.H.,  and  the  last  conference 
will  be  the  Yellowstone  conference  which 
concludes  June  24  in  Powell,  Wyo. 

Goal:  new  church 
every  100  days 

DALLAS  (UMC)  —  The  establishment 
of  a  new  church  every  100  days  for  the 
next  five  years,  including  a  new  black 


church  in  southwest  Dallas,  is  the  goal 
set  by  the  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Announcing  the  program  here  last 
month,  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  of  the 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  said,  "No  region 
in  United  Methodism  that  I  know  about 
has  tried  anything  like  this.” 

He  also  added  that  it  will  mark  the  first 
time  in  many  years  that  a  new  black 
church  has  been  created  in  the  area. 

“We  have  also  offered  to  provide  the 
land  and  help  pay  the  salary  for  the 
pastor  of  a  new  church  in  the  Spanish¬ 
speaking  Rio  Grande  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,”  he  announced. 

Funding  for  the  project  will  come  from 
a  “Centurion  Program”  which  enlists 
United  Methodists  in  a  shareholder 
project  costing  $10  per  share,  payable 
every  100  days.  Name  for  the  program 
comes  from  the  biblical  story  of 
Cornelius,  the  Centurion,  who  took  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Gentile 
world. 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


n 


Charles  Williams 
Holder  of  the  cane 

The  title  of  “Patriarch"  and  holder 


of  the  “Conference  Cane"  goes  to  the 
minister  who  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Western  New  York  Annual 
Conference  the  longest.  The  Rev. 
Charles  Williams  of  Silver  Lake, 
N.Y.,  joined  the  old  Genesee 
conference  in  1924,  so  he  has  the 
wooden  cane  that’s  been  handed  down 
in  the  conference  since  1854.  The 
ministry  has  changed  for  the  better 
since  he  first  began,  he  said.  “As  for 
Methodism,  it  is  less  a  religion  of 
don't  —  don’t  dance,  don’t  play  cards, 
don’t  go  to  the  movies.  Now  you  do 
what  you  like,  just  as  if  Jesus  were . 
with  you.” 

Like  the  old  woman  in  the  shoe 

Like  the  old  woman  who  lived  in  a 
shoe,  Glen  Lake  Camp  manager 
Maurice  Wise  of  the  Central  Texas 
conference  found  he  “had  so  many 
children  he  didn’t  know  what  to  do”  at 
a  recent  senior  high  midwinter 
retreat.  The  camp  has  287  beds  but 


more  than  325  youth  and  sponsors 
showed  up.  Breakfast,  he  said, 
consisted  of  over  1,000  pancakes, 
using  45  pounds  of  flour,  60  packages 
of  sausages,  32  gallons  of  orange  juice 
and  15  gallons  of  apple  juice.  On  top  of 
that,  more  than  400  sandwiches  using 
200  pounds  of  barbecue  were  made  for 
lunch.  The  youth  ate  150  pounds  of 
potatoes  as  french  fries. 

Just  suppose . .  . 

Noting  that  in  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
15  to  20  million  members  of  the 
Communist  Party  impose  their 
ideology  on  the  230  million  Soviet 
citizens  who  are  not  party  members, 
former  Peace  Corp  director  Sargent 
Shriver  said  recently,  “Suppose  we 
had  15  million  Christians  in  the  United 
States  who  really  gave  up  everything 
for  Christ.  Wouldn’t  that  change  the 
atmosphere  and  psychology  and 
ethic  here  in  the  U.S.?” 


But  he  speculated  that  “many  of  the 
problems  confronting  families  today 
could  be  due  in  some  measure  to  a 
decline  in  the  proportion  of  Americans 
who  say  they  have  received  religious 
training  in  their  youth  —  from  94  percent 
.  in  1952,  to  91  percent  in  1965,  to  83  percent 
today. 

Results  cited 

Citing  results  of  a  national  survey  on 
religion  in  the  home  recently  conducted 
by  the  Princeton  Religion  Research 
Center,  of  which  he  is  co-director,  Mr. 
Gallup  presented  findings  reported  by 
parents  of  children  under  18  who  live  in 
the  same  household. 

He  said  the  survey  found  that  42 
percent  of  such  parents  said  grace  with 
their  children  before  meals,  38  percent 
attended  church  services  with  children. 
28  percent  attended  other  church-related 
activities  with  children,  44  percent  talked 
about  God  and  religion  with  their 
children,  31  percent  prayed  or  meditated 
with  them,  and  23  percent  watched  or 
listened  to  religious  programs  on  TV  or 
radio  with  children. 

Other  findings  indicated  that  45 
percent  say  religion  has  helped  their 
children  “a  great  deal."  But  Mr.  Gallup 
also  noted  that  55  percent  of  the  pa¬ 
rents  say  religion  in  the  home  has 
strengthened  family  relationships  only 
“somewhat,”  “hardly  at  all,”  or  “not  at 
all,”  while  68  percent  say  religion  has 
helped  their  children  deal  with  problems 
“somewhat,”  “hardly  at  all,"  or  “not 
atall.” 

Look  to  future 

Looking  to  the  future,  however,  the 
pollster  suggested  that  “we  can  gain 
encouragement  from  the  knowledge  that 
homes  where  religion  plays  a  central  role 
today  are  producing  persons  whose 
future  homes  in  turn  will  in  all  likelihood 
be  religiously-oriented." 

The  survey  also  found  that  75  percent 
of  the  parents  say  the  home  is  the  most 
important  element  in  the  religious 
training  of  youth,  16  percent  name  the 
church,  and  three  percent  say  the  school 


Washington,  reported  “general 
satisfaction  that  the  final  statement  is 
better  than  anyone  hoped. 

“The  meeting  met  in  a  cordial,  positive 
spirit  without  being  naive  about  the 
differences  that  exist  between  our 
governments,”  Dr.  Geyer  stated.  "There 
was  a  fair  amount  of  bargaining  but  this 
did  not  force  the  document  down  to  the 
lowest  common  denominator." 

In  addition  to  representatives  from  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church,  the  Russian 
delegation  included  members  of  the 
Armenian  Apostolic  Church,  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches  of 
Estonia  and  Latvia,  the  Union  of 
Evangelical  Christians-Baptists  and  the 
Georgian  Orthodox  Church. 

The  U.S.  delegation  was  composed  of 
officers  and  staff  of  the  NCC,  officers  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  and  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America  and 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  and  Orthodox  Church  in 
America,  in  addition  to  the  United 
Methodists. 

Christians 
find  ‘roots’ 
in  Passover 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA  —  United  Methodists,  like 
most  Christians,  are  beginning  to 
rediscover  some  of  their  religious 
“roots,”  claims  an  author-theologian 
here.  And  this  year  during  Holy  Week 
that  rediscovery  brought  at  least  some  of 
them  to  the  Passover  “Seder”  table. 

Tne  “Seder”  —  a  meal  God 
commanded  the  Jews  to  celebrate 
annually  in  remembrance  of  their 
release  from  slavery  in  Egypt,  according 
to  the  book  of  "Exodus"  —  is  not  exactly 
common  fare  in  Christian  churches, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Don  Saliers, 
professor  of  theology  and  worship  at 
Emory  University’s  Candler  School  of 
Theology  and  author  of  several  works  on 
the  Passover  observance. 

It  is  essentially  a  Jewish  family  feast, 
usually  held  in  the  home,  and  a  joyous 
and  festive  occasion  which  would  seem  to- 
have  little  “sustenance”  for  Christians  — 
especially  during  the  sad  events  they 
commemorate  during  Holy  Week. 

But  Dr  Saliers  cites  several  reasons 
why  increasing  numbers  of  Christian 
churches  may  be  finding  meaning  in  the 
age-old  Jewish  ritual  meal : 

•  Ecumenical  discussions  are  growing 
and  Christians  are  learning  more  about 
thdh*  Jewish  religious  heritage  . 

•  Liberation  theology  has  rediscovered 
freedom  and  home  —  which  “Seder" 
emphasizes  are  important  themes  for 
Christians ; 

•  Attention  to  the  “Holocaust"  has 
drawn  Christians  closer  to  Jews  and  less 
fearful  of  their  Jewish  roots: 

•  Christians,  especially  UMs,  are 
reviving  their  interest  in  the  “ritual 
meal,"  including  Holy  Communion 

Most  United  Methodist  churches  which 
now  celebrate  the  Passover  with  a 
“Seder"  do  so  on  Maundy  Thursday,  Dr 
Saliers  says  —  perhaps  not  as  good  a 
time  as  the  Sunday  after  Easter,  he 
time  as  the  Sunday  after  Easter,  “when 
we  are  joyous  and  hopeful,  too."  And 
most  follow  the  ritual  prayers,  songs  and 
foods  with  Holy  Communion 
It  is  debatable,  he  believes,  if  Jesus 
and  the  disciples  were  actually  celebrat¬ 
ing  Passover  at  the  Last  Supper,  as  many 
persons  claim  But  undoubtedly  Jesus 
did  use  the  well-known  patterns  of  the 
"fellowship  meal"  in  the  Upper  Room 
that  night  and  did  transform  those 
patterns  into  the  “Holy  Communion" 
ritual  described  in  the  Gospels 
No  matter  when  or  how  it’s  celebrated,) 
Dr.  Saliers  says,  the  Passover  meal  can) 
enrich  the  worship  life  of  a  Christian! 
congregation  by  giving  participants  “liv-i 
ing  contact”  with  their  history.  “It's! 
important  for  the  Christian  community 
to  appreciate  common  memories,”  he 
maintains.  "Without  memory,  we  have 
no  identity.  Other  memory  "jogs,"  he 
says,  can  be  the  rediscovery  of  the 
Psalms  and  a  renewed  interest  in  the 
great  stories  of  the  Old  Testament. 

Dr.  Saliers’  book.  “From  Ashes  to 
Fire,”  a  series  of  worship  services  with 
commentary  for  use  from  Ash 
Wednesday  until  Pentecost  soon  to  be 
released  by  the  UM  Publishing  House, 
will  include  a  model  Passover  “Seder” 
ritual  for  use  in  Christian  churches. 
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Spiritual 

changes 

assessed 

PASADENA,  Calif.  —  Many  Christians 
are  unaware  of  the  sweeping  spiritual 
movements  taking  place  in  the  world 
today,  according  to  the  chairman  of  the 
strategy  working  group  of  the  Lausanne 
Committee  for  World  Evangelization 
here.  And.  Peter  Wagner  adds,  the  end  is 
not  in  sight. 

“I  believe  that  the  coming  decade  will 
see  one  of  the  greatest  ingatherings  in 
the  history  of  the  Christian  church,”  he 
contends  Dr  Wagner  makes  that 
assessment  on  the  basis  of  extensive 
research  conducted  by  the  strategy 
working  group  in  cooperation  with 
MARC  (Missions  Advanced  Research  & 
Communication  Center  —  a  ministry  of 
World  Vision  International). 

The  evangelical  leader  points  out  that 
recent  studies  indicate  that  63,000  new 
people  become  Christians  each  day.  In 
addition,  there  are  about  1,600  new 
churches  established  each  week. 

Dr  Wagner  suggests  that  vast  changes 
in  the  global  Christian  constituency  since 
the  beginning  of  this  century  are 
indications  of  the  progress  of  the  gospel. 
In  1900,  most  of  the  world's  Christians 
were  whites.  By  the  end  of  this  century, 
the  prediction  is  that  60  percent  of  the 
world's  Christians  will  be  non-whites. 

He  cites  Latin  America  as  an  example 
of  the  transformation.  In  1900,  the 
evangelical  community  in  that  continent 
numbered  about  50,000  The  evangelical 
population  now  is  growing  at  three  times 
the  rate  of  the  population  in  general. 
Reliable  estimates  project  an 
evangelical  population  of  100  million  by 
the  end  of  this  century. 

Dr.  Wagner  reminds  North  Americans 
that  the  largest  congregation  in  the  world 
is  probably  that  of  the  Jotabeche 
Methodist  Pentecostal  Church  in 
Santiago,  Chile  which  numbers  about 
80,000.  The  church,  whose  pastor  is 
Javier  Vasquez,  has  hundreds  of  satellite 
assemblies  throughout  that  Chilean 
metropolis.  Dr.  Wagner  adds  that  the 
largest  church  building  in  the  world  is 
probably  the  one  in  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil 
which  seats  25,000  people. 

The  most  rapid  church  expansion, 
however,  is  taking  place  in  Africa.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  century,  about  four 
million  Africans  w'ere  Christians.  The 
estimate  is  that  by  the  end  of  this 
century,  they  will  number  351  million.  In 
other  words.  Dr.  Wagner  points  out,  the 
Christian  constituency  will  have  grown 
from  three  percent  of  the  population  to  48 
percent. 

Another  example  of  impressive 
evangelization,  he  states,'  has  taken 
place  in  northeast  India.  . The  Christians 
there  have  established  evangelistic 
outreaches  to  Burma  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  they  risk  imprisonment  when  they 
undertake  that  mission.  Reports  are  that 
the  Christians  in  northeast  India  are 
tooling  for  evangelism  of  China. 

Dr  Wagner  sees  encouraging 
developments  even  closer  to  home.  He 
suggests  that  there  is  a  restoration  of 
evangelistic  zeal  in  several  mainline 
American  denominations,  including  the 
United  Methodist  and  Episcopal. 

“Christians  should  not  be  blind  to  the 
problems  and  the  setbacks,”  Dr.  Wagner 
contends,  “but  they  should  also  be  aware 
of  the  many  encouraging  developments 
and  beckoning  opportunities  which  will 
make  the  1980s  to  be  a  decade  of 
destiny.” 

Athletes 
‘locker  room’ 
share  Christ 

By BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

MILLSBORO,  Del.  —  If  this  year’s 
program  is  any  indication,  the  United 
Methodist  Men  <UMM)  of  Zoar  United 
Methodist  Church  here  have  found  a  sure 
way  to  tell  10,000  youth  in  their  area 
about  Christ. 

Seven  professional  athletes  from  the 
Phoenix,  Ariz -based  “Outreach  for 
Christ”  program  spent  four  days  in 
Sessex  County  recently,  speaking  in 
teams  to  assemblies  of  junior  and  senior 
high  school  youth  about  the  “alternative 
lifestyle"  they  found  in  Jesus  Christ, 
according  to  Barney  Goldberg.  UMM 
president  and  chairman  of  the  outreach 
program. 

Results  from  comments  collected  from 
most  of  the  students  attending  the 
assemblies  held  earlier  this  month, 
showed  about  1,700  commitments  to 
Christ,  and  another  3,500  interested  in 
knowing  more,  Mr.  Goldberg  said. 
Students  also  revealed  some  of  their 
problems,  such  as  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse  on  the  response  forms. 

The  program,  which  also  included 
clinics  —  “getting  to  know  Christ  in  the 
locker  room”  for  both  male  and  female 
athletes  —  culminated  in  a  Saturday 
night  banquet  attended  by  500  persons. 

The  whole  idea  started  five  years  ago 
as  the  men  of  the  church,  concerned 
about  drug  and  alcohol  abuse  by  young 
people  started  an  annual  father-son 
banquet  at  the  church  The  speaker  each 
year  was  someone  of  athletic 
prominence  first  locally,  then  nationally 
Athletes  who  went  to  Millsboro  this 
year  —  among  them  Dan  Roberts,  1972 
Olympic  Gold  Medalist  in  wrestling,  and 
professional  football  players  Dave 
Washington  of  the  Detroit  Lions,  Danny 
Buggs  of  the  Washington  Redskins  and 
Baltimore  Colt  Dave  Rowe  —  have  all 
been  United  Methodists  at  some  time  in 
their  lives  Four  of  the  speakers  group 
are  presently  UMs. 
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;01d  First  Church’  is  not  what  it 
used  to  be,  survey  update  shows 
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‘I  have  seen  the  Lord’ 

The  experience  of  Easter  morning  is  etched  on  the  face  of  the  woman  who  was  the 
first  eyewitness  to  the  Resurrection.  Actress  Tisa  Farrow,  daughter  of  Maureen 
O'Sullivan,  appears  as  the  young  Mary  Magdalene  in  the  new  United  Methodist 
Communications  motion  picture,  “One  Who  Was  There,"  while  her  mother  plays  the 
mature  Mary  Magdalene.  The  film  tells  a  story  of  what  the  experience  meant  to  her, 
to  the  first  Christians  and  to  those  who  followed.  umc  photo 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  “Old  First  Church" 
—  that  towering  symbol  of  middle-class 
respectability  standing  imperturbably 
on  the  corner  of  Downtown  Avenue, 
Anywhere  U.S.A.  —  is  definitely  not  what 
it  used  to  be. 

Its  neighborhood  has  grown  shabbier 
and  more  deserted  and  its  members  have 
grown  older.  It  is  no  longer  strictly 
middle-class  and  affluent.  It  continues  to 
lose  members.  Its  church  school 
attendance  has  dropped  alarmingly  and, 
in  fact,  none  of  its  “in-church”  events 
draw  the  crowds  they  once  did. 

True,  that  gloomy  picture,  while  it  may 
describe  the  “average”  large 
established  downtown  church  today, 
does  not  describe  them  all,  according  to  a 
recent  survey  by  a  church  development 
expert  here. 

Some  —  up  to  20  percent,  in  fact  — 
have  retained  their  former  strength  and 
prestige.  Others  have  grown  old 
gracefully,  accepted  the  changes  and 
found  a  new  place  for  themselves  in  the 
life  of  the  city,  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones 
has  found. 

But  the  fact  remains,  he  says,  that  “old 
First  Church”  has  had  to  face  “the 
trauma  of  recovering  from  past  glories.” 
And  while  many  “First  Church”  pastors 
claim  that  "the  quality  of  ministry  here 
today  more  than  makes  up  for  the 
quantity  of  yesterday,"  they  also  admit 
that  downtown  ministry  is  an 
increasingly  tough  job. 

Dr.  Jones’  assessments  came  from  a 
sample  survey  of  the  pastors  of  104 
churches  across  the  nation,  approxi¬ 
mately  45  percent  of  them  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  which  are  located  in  the  central 
business  districts  of  cities  of  at  least 


Guilty  of  disobedience 

UM  minister  looses  credentials 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

WAXAHACHIE,  Texas  -  A  United 
Methodist  minister  of  the  Central  Texas 
conference  lost  his  credentials  here  April 
6  when  a  church  trial  jury  found  him 
guilty  of  “disobedience  to  the  order  and 
discipline  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

In  a  hearing  opened  at  the  last  minute 
to  the  public  where  theological  differ¬ 
ences  and  the  right  to  dissent  were  raised 
in  defense  against  the  charges— and 
“mainstream  Methodism”  became  a 
focal  point— the  Rev.  David  E.  Whiting- 
ton  was  convicted  by  a  panel  of  13  of  his 
peers  on  two  counts  of  disobedience: 
refusing  to  accept  an  appointment  and 
holding  unauthorized  religious  services. 

The  37 -year-old  former  pastor  of 
Minters  Chapel  UMC,  Grapevine  —  who 
refused  a  move  to  a  church  in  Gorman 
effective  March  1  and  started  his  own 
“independent  Methodist  congregation” 
—  claimed  his  disobedience  was 
justified. 

He  contended  serious  limitations  were 
being  placed  on  a  ministry  which  he  was 
told  was  “not  in  the  mainstream  of 
Methodism .  ”  He  also  claimed  the  right  of 
dissent  under  the  section  of  the  UM 
Social  Principles  which  deals  with  “civil 
disobedience"  and  which  recognizes  “the 
right  to  disobey  laws  deemed  to  be  un¬ 
just,  when  acting  under  constraint  of 
conscience  and  after  exhausting  all  legal 
recourse.” 

In  handing  down  a  verdict,  however, 
the  panel  of  UM  ministers  clearly 
accepted  the  contention  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Charles  Shelly  of  Fort  Worth,  who  served 
as  counsel  for  the  church:  “We  do  not 
question  David’s  faith  or  his  ability.  He 

Anyone  for  late 
night  church? 

By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

TUCSON.  Ariz.  —  A  church  service 
in  the  middle  of  the  night? 

As  strange  as  this  may  sound. 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  here 
has  begun  late  night  church  services 
—  “Night  People’s  Church”  —  on 
Thursdays,  at  9:30  and  at  12:00 
midnight. 

The  services  are  designed  to  reach 
people  who,  because  of  scheduling,  i 
are  unable  to  attend  Sunday  morning 
worship,  such  as  police  officers, 
hospital  workers,  restaurant  workers 
and  shopping  center  employees.  “We 
are  trying  to  reach  people  who  have 
gotten  out  of  the  habit  of  going  to 
church,"  the  Rev.  Donald  Cook,  Christ 
UMC’s  pastor,  told  TM/UMR. 

Although  the  late  night  services  are 
only  in  their  second  month,  Mr.  Cook 
said  the  community  and  local  church 
response  has  been  tremendous.  Local 
church  members  come  and  support 
the  services  so  the  new  church-goers 
do  not  feel  isolated,  he  said.  Elderly 
persons  who  live  alone  have  also  been 
attending. 

So  far,  between  35  and  55  persons 
have  been  in  attendance  at  the 
services  which  are  informal  and 
varied. 

To  advertise  this  new  ministry, 
Christ  UMC  hung  a  sign  in  front  of 
their  building,  bought  advertising 
space  in  the  local  newspaper,  and 
distributed  posters  and  flyers.  They 
also  received  publicity  through 
television  and  newspaper  coverage  of 
this  inovation  in  worship. 

Mr.  Cooke  expects  spin-offs  from 
the  services,  including  Bible  classes 
held  between  the  two  worship  services 
and  a  counseling  program. 


just  disobeyed  ( the  order  and  discipline 
of  the  church).  He  evidently  chooses  not 
to  be  obedient.  To  maintain  our  integrity, 
we  must  recognize  there  are  those  who 
do  not  agree  with  our  polity  (form  of 
church  government  and  administration). 
For  David’s  integrity,  we  must  let  him 
say  he  doesn’t  agree  and  free  him  to  find 
his  own  polity.” 

Throughout  the  day-long  trial,  two 
separate  threads  of  evidence  were 
woven:  the  denomination  contending 
that  polity,  order  and  discipline  were  at 
issue,  and  the  defense  claiming  that 
theological  pluralism'  and  freedom  of 
ministry  were  “on  trial.” 

According  to  Mr.  Shelley,  the  case 
arose  over  a  decision  Feb.  13  by  Bishop 
W_  McFerrin  Stowe  and  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  cabinet  to  reappoint 
Mr.  Whitington  from  the  80-member 
Minters  Chapel  congregation  to  First 
UMC  in  Gorman.  Mr.  Whitington  refused 
to  accept  his  new  appointment  and  a 
majority  of  his  congregation  backed  him, 
refusing  to  accept  a  new  pastor. 

Fort  Worth  East  District 
Superintendent  Edward  Otwell  testified 
he  warned  the  congregation  that  such  a 
stand  would  “place  it  in  a  position  of 
being  a  congregational  church,  not  a 
connectional  one,”  and  this  would  leave 
him  no  choice  but  to  “lock  the  doors  of 
the  church.” 

On  March  1,  Mr.  Whitington  and  some 
70-80  persons  began  holding  worship 
services  at  a  nearby  school  as  “Christ 
Our  King  Church.”  The  conference 
Committee  on  Investigations  met  March 
21  and  formally  charged  Mr.  Whitington 
with  disobedience. 

According  to  witnesses  for  the 
denomination,  including  Bishop  Stowe, 
Mr.  Whitington’s  reappointment  was  in  no 
sense  “a  theological  matter.”  Minters 
Chapel  was  his  first  appointment,  he  had 
served  there  seven  years  and  the  bishop 
and  cabinet— following  their  usual 
appointment-making  procedures,  found 
him  to  be  the  best  person  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  Gorman.  Moving  would  mean 
a  $1,400  raise  in  salary  for  Mr.  Whiting¬ 
ton  and  twice  as  many  members,  Mr. 
Otwell  said. 

Limitations  on  ministry 

But  counsel  for  the  defense,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Freeman  of  Waco,  charged  that 
unhappiness  with  Mr.  Whitington’s  form 
of  ministry  brought  on  the  reappoint¬ 
ment  to  Gorman— that  church  leaders 
tried  to  “put  limitations”  on  his  ministry 
at  Minters  Chapel  and  were  already 
warning  him  there  would  be 
“limitations"  put  on  him  at  Gorman.  The 
defense  counsel  brought  evidence 
indicating  Mr.  Whitington  had  been 
warned  he  had  strayed  from  “main¬ 
stream  Methodism”  and  was  chastized 
for  not  using  UM  curriculum  and  for 
showing  films  produced  by  fundamenta¬ 
lists. 

Mr.  Freeman  argued  that  the  district 
superintendent  had  “mandated”  Mr. 
Whitington  to  give  him  a  specific  plan  for 
leading  Minters  Chapel  “back  into  the 
mainstream”  and  to  give  the  bishop 
assurance  he  would  not  lead  another 
church  in  the  direction  he  was  taking 
Minters  Chapel. 

Mr.  Whitington  did  not  refuse  an 
appointment,  the  defense  counsel  con¬ 
tended.  “He  refused  a  proscribed  ap¬ 
pointment.”  Further,  the  defense  main¬ 
tained,  Mr.  Whitington’s  move  to  hold  un¬ 
authorized  worship  services  came  only 
after  the  congregation  was  led  to  believe 
it  had  no  redress  and  “the  church  doors 
would  be  locked.” 

The  defendent  testified  he  had  been 
chastized  for  “not  being  in  the 
mainstream”  but  although  he  asked 
repeatedly,  no  one  ever  explained  to  him 
or  his  congregation  what  “mainstream 
Methodism  is.”  He  produced  a  letter  he 
wrote  to  the  district  superintendent  in 


which  he  outlined  his  theological  beliefs 
and  claimed  to  “seek  to  function 
theologically  within  our  distinctive 
doctrinal  heritage.”  But  he  said  no  one 
ever  discussed  the  letter  with  him. 

The  verdict  in  the  case  was  pronounced 
by  West  Ohio  Area  Bishop  Dwight  Loder, 
who  served  as  presiding  judge  in  the  case 
at  the  request  of  Bishop  Stowe.  Bishop 
Loder  told  the  room  full  of  participants 
and  spectators  ttyat  “it  is  with  no  sense  of 
joy  that  we  remove  (Mr.  Whitington’s) 
credentials  and  order  that  he  cease  to 
function  as  a  UM  minister.  . 

In  a  statement  to  the  press  following 
the  trial,  Mr.  Whitington  said  he  had 
expected  the  decision  but  that  he  had 
received  “the  fair  and  open  hearing  I 


25,000  population.  Those  pastors  rep¬ 
resented  one-third  of  those  he  and 
Robert  Wilson,  of  Duke  Divinity  School, 
interviewed  in  1970-1974  for  a  book  called, 
“What’s  Ahead  for  Old  First  Church?”  In 
the  latest  survey,  Dr.  Jones,  an  executive 
with  the  UM  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  wanted  to  know  how  the 
downtown  churches  he  sampled  then 
have  been  faring  these  past  four  years. 
What’s  happening? 

“What’s  happening  at  First  Church 
these  days?”  he  asked  the  pastors. 
Here’s  what  he  found: 

Statistics  are  not  encouraging.  Three- 
fourths  of  the  churches  surveyed  had  lost 
members  and  the  average  loss  —  105 
members  in  the  past  four  years  —  was 
greater  than  in  1970-74,  when  the 
average  loss  was  96.  Average  decrease  in 
church  school  attendance  in  1975-78  was  a 
whopping  124,  compared  with  only  16  in 
1970-74.  Worship  attendance  continued  to 
decrease,  though  not  as  much:  an 
average  of  36  members  per  church, 
compared  with  57  in  the  previous  four 
year  period. 

Recruitment  of  new  members,  efforts 
to  increase  attendance  at  church 
functions,  and  finance  campaigns  are  not 
"success  stories”  for  most  “First 
Church”  congregations  today.  Dr.  Jones 
says. 

There  are  exceptions  in  a  few  cities 
where  downtown  rejuvenation  — 
particularly  shopping  malls  —  have 
drawn  people  back  to  or  kept  them  in  the 
downtown  areas.  But  the  exceptions  are 
rare,  Dr.  Jones  reports. 

The  make-up  of  congregations  has 
changed.  Members  are  older  —  or  very 
young.  New  members  fall  primarily  in 
three  age  ranges:  over-65  (in  cases 
where  apartment  developments  have 
brought  the  elderly  closer  to  First 
Church) ;  0-10  and  25-35,  if  the  church  is 
successful  in  attracting  young  families. 
Few  middle-agers  are  joining  First 
Church. 

Ethnic  minority  persons  are  not 
coming  either,  Dr.  Jones  says.  Even  with 
efforts  to  reach  them.  First  Church  has  a 
history  of  being  an  upper-middle-class 
white  congregation  and  “that  doesn’t 
turn  around  overnight.  ” 

Styles  of  ministry  are  having  to  change 
radically  if  the  church  is  successful.  Less 
all  the  time  can  First  Church  afford  to 
think  of  itself  as  a  “neighborhood 
church."  It  must  draw  members  from  all 
over  the  city  and  try  to  minister  to  a 
much  broader  range  of  interests, 
lifestyles  and  needs,  says  Dr.  Jones.  It 
must  serve  people  far  more  through 
community  outreach  than  through  in¬ 
church  functions.  And  even  the  active 


hoped  to.  get.  I  came  here  today  for  one  ^  involvement  of  First  Church  members  is 
purpose:  to  sound  a  warning.  Theological  n  more  likely  to  show  up  in  community 
pluralism  in  the  UMC  is  dying.  Those  of  service  than  in,  for  example,  church 
an  orthodox,  evangelical,  Wesleyan  school  attendance,  he  notes, 

persuasion  are  being  killed  off  one  by  A  church  which  obviously  is  trying  to 
one.”  effect  change  in  the  community  stands 


the  best  chance  of  bringing  persons  into 
its  fold,  Dr.  Jones  says.  “First  Church 
can’t  afford  to  be  inbred.” 

Pastors  at  First  Church  aren’t  what 
they  used  to  be,  either.  They  are  younger  ■ 
and  they  aren’t  staying  as  long.  • 
Formerly  First  Church  was  a  high- ' 
salaried  status  symbol  for  an  older- - 
pastor  who  “made  it  to  First  Church  and 
then  stayed  forever.”  Dr.  Jones  says..- 
Today  in  perhaps  80  percent  of  “First  - 
Churches”  which  are  perhaps  not  the 
“plums”  they  once  were,  younger  men  • 
(and  there  are  still  few  if  any  female- • 
senior  pastors  at  First  Church)  are 
seeking  and  getting  pastorates  there.  * 
They  are  likely  to  stay  less  than  five-* 
years.  They  welcome  the  challenge  of 
ministry  in  older  areas  of  the  city  but.-; 
they  do  not  plan  to  make  First  Church  4-‘ 
career,  he  says. 

Optimism  among  pastors  is,  v 
surprisingly  high  —  even  those  in.’v 
churches  where  statistics  are  gloomiest,: 
Dr.  Jones  says.  “There  seems  to  be  a  : 
sense  that  things  are  about  to  get  ■, 
better.”  He  told  TM/UMR,  “Perhaps.', 
they’re  saying  that  statistics  aren’t;  ■ 
everything  and  that  programs  of 
community  outreach,  for  instance,  aife.'.; 
making  their  ministry  exciting,”  even  if 
they  don’t  necessarily  change  the 
numbers. 

A  clarification 

In  an  article  on  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  in  the  Mar.  30  issue,;.. 
TM/UMR  reported  that  the  division  h«K-I 
received  a  proposal  to  “eliminate'  ;I 
guaranteed  appointments  for  United:;! 
Methodist  ministers.”  The  Rev.  Donald!;! 
H.  Treese,  division  executive,  wrote  tq!;! 
say  that  the  proposal  is  not  “to  end  * 
guaranteed  appointments,”  but  rather  to’ 
strengthen  “their  integrity”  by 
“requiring  those  who  receive  them  to 
give  evidence  of  an  annual  evaluation 
which  is  already  required  by  tlje. 
‘Discipline'  “  and  to  engage  in  continuing ! . 
education  opportunities.  He  said  the  * 
proposal  will  “strengthen  the  itinerant 
system  at  one  of  its  most  essential 
points”  and  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
“eliminate”  guaranteed  appointments. 

The  article  also  reported  that  “little  or 
no  consultation  is  happening”  (in  the 
appointive  process).  Dr.  Treese  said  that 
“much  is  happening  in  some  areas  and 
not  as  much  in  others”  and  that  it  is  the 
“unevenness"  which  the  division  is-  • 
attempting  to  alleviate.  !•-  • 

In  a  related  article  about  the  footnote 
on  homosexuality  which  was  omitted  ’ 
from  the  1976  “Book  of  Discipline,”  Dr:  ’ 
Treese  said  his  statement  was  that  the  • 
footnote  would  help  “defuse”  the  issue 
since  it  took  into  account  the  many 
petitions  forwarded  to  the  1976  General 
Conference  on  ‘the  ordination  of  ; 
practicing  homosexuals.  The  worcf!’’ 
“diffuse”  used  in  the  article  “does  not  *' 
express  the  meaning  of  my  statement,” 
he  said. 


1866: 

a  Black  year 


1866.  That's  when  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  founded  the 
Freedmen's  Aid  Society.  That  Society 
created  elementary  schools  which 
became  secondary  schools  and  later 
professional  schools  and  colleges. 

Today,  their  heritage  resides  in  the 
twelve  institutions  supported  by  the 
Black  College  Fund.  Together,  they  are 
the  proud  carriers  of  a  combined 
1,220  years  of  providing  educational 
opportunity  to  Black  Americans. 

That's  a  higher  education  portfolio 
in  which  every  United  Methodist 
shares.  It's  an  investment  made 
through  the  Black  College  Fund  .  .  . 
the  continuing  commitment  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  Black 
educational  opportunity. 


BENNETT,  MORRISTOWN, 
PHILANDER  SMITH,  CLARK  RUST, 
BETHUNE-COOKMAN, 
HUSTON-TILLOTSON, 

MEHARRY  MEDICAL,  CLAFLIN 
DILLARD,  PAINE,  WILEY 


The 
DlacKGollege 
Rind 


Supporting  Black  Colleges  historically  related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
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Religion  said  vital  to  peace  pact 

Jewish,  Moslem ,  Christian  leaders  join  hands  in  accord 


By  FRANK  MAUROVICH 
Religious  News  Service 

In  no  other  so  important  political  event 
in  modem  history  has  religion  played 
suqh  a  determining,  if  not  decisive,  role 
than  in  the  Egyptian-Israeli  peace 
treaty. 

The  historic  signing  of  the  accord 
marked  another  occasion  when  religion, 
in  whose  name  so  many  wars  have  been 
fought  and  so  much  blood  spilled,  has 
become,  belatedly  perhaps  but  no  less 
blessedly,  a  catalyst  for  peace. 

In  1972,  for  example,  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  played  a  key  role  in 
promoting  the  agreement  that  ended  the 
bloody  17-year  civil  war  in  the  Sudan. 
The  so-called  "forgotten  war”  between 
Christian  and  pagan  black  southern 
Sudanese  and  the  Arab  Muslim 
northerners  had  cost  an  estimated  half  a 
million  lives. 

Last  year,  the  military  rulers  of 
Argentina  and  Chile  responded  to  the 
insistent  offers  of  Pope  John  Paul  II  and 
turned  to  the  Vatican  to  mediate  a 
volatile  border  dispute  that  threatened  to 
erupt  into  war  between  the  two 
predominantly  Catholic  nations. 


But  these  examples  pale  in  comparison 
to  the  significance  of  the  Egyptian- 
Israeli  pact.  The  Middle  East,  where  four 
wars  have  been  fought  in  one  generation, 
still  threatens  more  than  any  other  area 
of  the  world  to  touch  off  a  superpower 
confrontation  and  ignite  World  War  III. 
To  the  extent  that  the  peace  accord  —  as 
tenuous  as  it  might  now  be  —  forestalls 
or  avoids  such  a  tragedy  will  the 
historicity  of  the  March  26  treaty  signed 
be  marked  and  the  role  of  the  professing 
Muslim  Anwar  el-Sadat,  Jewish 
Menachem  Begin  and  Christian  Jimmy 
Carter  be  remembered. 

The  peace  signing  ceremony  in 
Washington  was  filled  with  religious 
reference.  Each  leader  quoted  from  the 
Holy  Books  —  the  Koran  and  the  Bible. 
Each  prayed  for  peace.  President  Sadat 
described  President  Carter  as  "armed 
with  the  blessings  of  God.”  Prime 
Minister  Begin  said  that  the  American 
President’s  efforts  "bore  God’s  blessed 
fruit.”  With  a  hope  for  peace  "for  all  the 
children  of  Abraham,”  Mr.  Carter 
concluded  by  saying,  "We  pray  God,  we 
pray  God  together  that  these  dreams  will 
come  true.”  The  reverence  carried  over 


to  the  state  dinner  that  evening  and  took 
precedence  over  normal  protocol  when 
Mr.  Carter  began  the  festivities  by 
saying  grace. 

What  made  this  faith  dimension  so 
remarkable  is  that  it  was  the  religious 
conviction  of  politicians,  not  the  political 
contribution  of  churchmen,  that 
sustained  the  peace  effort  during  16 
months  of  delicate  and  arduous 
negotiations. 

The  occasion,  however,  did  not  lack  a 
certain  religious  incongruity,  not  the 
least  of  which  being  that  these  same 
leaders  seem  to  regard  arms  at  least  as 
important  as  faith  in  promoting  peace. 
The  bulk  of  the  $4.5  billion  to  $5  billion 
post-treaty  aid  package  will  supply  F-16 
fighter  planes,  tanks  and  armed 
personnel  carriers  to  the  two  nations. 
Such  an  influx  will  undoubtedly  set  off  an 
arms-buying  spree  in  the  other  Arab 
nations  and  add  to  the  $55  billion  that 
Israel  and  the  Arab  countries  have  spent 
on  war  materials  since  1973. 

While  religious  symbols  were  used  to 
endorse  the  accord,  they  were  also  used 
to  condemn  it.  Protesters  in  some  world 
capitals  prominently  displayed  posters 
of  Ayatollah  Khomeini,  the  Iranian 
Muslim  leader.  In  Jerusalem,  Palestin¬ 
ian  women  denouncing  the  treaty 


blocked  the  entrance  to  the  El-Aqsa 
Mosque  on  the  Temple  Mount. 

These  are  indications  that,  as  the 
leaders  of  Egypt,  Israel  and  the  United 
States  attempt  to  build  a  comprehensive 
Middle  East  peace  on  the  precarious 
foundation  of  the  present  accord, 
religious  symbols  and  arguments  will 
continue  to  be  key  ingredients  —  both 
positive  and  negative. 

The  influence  of  the  Muslim  religion, 
commonly  regarded  as  anti-Zionist,  is 
hardest  to  predict  because  there  is  no 
organizational  heirarchy  in  Islam,  no 
leader  of  leaders.  Ayatollah  Khomeini  is 
only  one  of  many  mullahs,  or  holy  men. 
His  prominence  is  due  more  to  his  early, 
outspoken  opposition  to  the  Shah,  not  to 
his  position  within  Islam. 

The  success  of  the  peace  accord  hinges 
on  solving  the  Palestinian  question  and 
control  of  the  Old  City  of  Jerusalem, 
where  Christians,  Muslims  and  Jews 
have  some  of  their  most  sacred  shrines. 

Time  will  tell  whether  religion  which 
has  contributed  so  much  to  the  present 
pact  will  cement  or  disintegrate  it  in  the 
uncertain  days  ahead.  But  the  hopeful 
sign  is  that  Messers.  Sadat,  Begin  and 
Carter  have  shown  that  peace  is  possible. 
That  in  itself  may  be  no  guarantee,  but  it 
is  a  blessing  that  portends  well  for  the 
future. 


Students  seek  to  pray 
legally  in  public  school 


Do-it-yourself  project  saves  UM  church  money 

UNIONTOWN,  Ohio  —  Uniontown  United  Methodist  Church  members  George 
Roberts  ( left)  and  Don  Warner  lay  the  floor  tile  to  help  complete  the  3,500  square-foot 
addition  to  the  church  here,  done  mostly  by  volunteer  congregational  labor. 

According  to  an  article  in  Today’s  East  Ohio  Conference  TM/UMR  edition, 
members  with  and  without  professional  skills  and  do-it-yourself  experience  pitched  in 
to  do  tasks  such  as  laying  carpet,  grading,  and  drywalling.  By  doing  most  of  the  work 
themselves  (with  the  exception  of  the  plumbing,  heating,  laying  concrete  and 
electrical  work)  the  486  member  congregation  spent  only  $58,000  on  the  project, 
adding  classrooms  and  a  social  hall,  instead  of  an  estimated  $120,000  for  a  totally 
contracted  job.  east  ohio  today  photo 

Spring  break  is  work  time 
as  collegians  help  Kunas 


itOLLA,  Mo.  —  Spring  vacation  for 
college  students  is  usually  a  time  for  rest 
arid  relaxation,  but  for  a  Christian  group 
of  University  of  Missouri  at  Rolla 
students,  it  will  be  a  time  for  work  — 
developing  a  fresh  water  supply  for  the 
Kuna  Indians  in  the  San  Bias  Islands  off 
the  coast  of  Panama. 

Over  a  three  week  period,  18  students, 
four  professors  and  two  chaplains  will 
help  the  Kunas  build  a  dam  for  a  year- 
round  fresh  water  supply  on  the  island, 
according  to  an  article  in  the  Missouri 
Area  TM/UMR  edition.  Although  water  is 
plentiful  during  the  rainy  season,  during 
the  dry  season  the  inhabitants  have  to 
travel  to  the  main  island  of  Panama  for 
water. 

The  students  are  participants  in  the 
Christian  Technology  Action  Project  of 
the  Missouri  conference,  through  the 
conference  ministry  program.  Food  for 
the  Hungry,  Inc.,  an  international,  in¬ 
terdenominational  organization  is  also 
supporting  it,  and  local  churches  and 
iridividuals  are  sponsoring  students  on 
the  trip. 

;The  project  was  chosen  to  fit  the  skills 
apd  interest  of  the  students,  most  of 
whom  are  studying  engineering  or 
related  subjects.  The  students  chosen 
for  the  project  were  also  required  to  take 
eight  hours  of  preparatory  courses, 
including  conversational  Spanish. 

;“We  are  not  going  down  there  to  do 
something  for  them,”  said  engineering 
professor  Ivon  Lowsley.  “We  are  going  to 
de  something  with  them.  We  are 
planning  to  teach  them  ‘transferable 
technology’  hoping,  that  after  we  are 
gone,  they  will  teach  others.” 


And  why  do  these  students  want  to  give 
up  their  vacation  to  spend  time  working 
in  the  jungle  and  sleeping  in  a  thatched 
hut  with  no  modern  facilities? 

A  sense  of  adventure,  but  also  the 
willingness  to  help  others  is  the  answer 
given  by  one  student  participant,  Dan 
Walden,  who  is  president  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation.  "And  I’ve  already  learned  a 
lot  about  how  we  should  try  to  help  others 
in  planning  for  the  project.  We’ve 
learned  about  ‘appropriate  technology’ 
—  doing  what’s  best  for  the  people  being 
helped.”  he  said. 


ALBANY  (RNS)  -  Students  at 
Guilderland  High  School  who  last  fall 
were  refused  permission  to  gather 
voluntarily  for  prayer  on  school  property 
before  the  school  day  begins  will  pursue 
the  matter  both  legislatively  and 
judicially. 

New  York  State  Sen.  Howard  Nolan 
has  drafted  legislation,  which  proposes 
.  to  amend  the  current  Education  Law  to 
allow  students  and  school  employees  to 
gather  voluntarily  for  meditation  and 
expression  of  belief  or  creed  immediate¬ 
ly  prior  to  the  school  day. 

C.  Theodore  Carlson,  legal  counsel  for 
the  Guilderland  School  Board,  addressed 
the  Guilderland  High  School  Student 
Government  to  explain  to  the  students 
why  he  advised  the  school  board  to  refuse 
permission  for  voluntary  prayer  in 
school. 

“The  decision,”  he  explained  to 
students,  “was  based  on  recent  court 
decisions,  including  one  currently  in  the 
courts  in  Buffalo,  which  have  struck 
down  laws  allowing  voluntary  prayer  in 
public  schools.” 

Students  involved  see  their  case  as 
different  because  students  gather 
voluntarily  for  prayer  on  their  own  time 
and  not  while  school  is  in  session. 

Though  the  students  are  hoping  to 
make  the  issue  a  test  case,  Mr.  Carlson 
indicated  that  he  doesn’t  see  any  change 
forthcoming  in  the  Supreme  Court’s 
apparent  view  that  allowing  even 
voluntary  prayer  in  a  public  school  is 
establishing  a  religion. 

Robert  Andersen,  legal  counsel  for  the 
Catholic  League  for  Religious  and  Civil 
Rights,  based  in  Milwaukee,  indicated 
that  the  Guilderland  issue  could  be 
compared  to  the  release  time  situation 
where  students  may  be  released  from 
school  during  school  hours  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  religious 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 


Hunger  project  wrong? 


Dear  Deborah: 

You  usually  seem  to  know  what  you  are 
talking  about  so  here  is  my  question. 
Last  year  my  husband  and  I  were  in 
charge  of  a  hunger  project  at  our  church. 
Its  success  was  very  important  to  us  as 
we  feel  this  is  the  most  important  issue  in 
the  world  today.  Most  of  the  people  in  the 
church  responded  with  enthusiasm 
except  for  two  couples. 

These  four  people  suddenly  quit 
coming  to  church  and  when  the  pastor 
called  on  them  they  told  him  they  did  not 
believe  the  church  had  any  business  in 
" welfare "  and  that  we  ought  to  stick  to 
“ soul  saving."  We  were  stunned  and 
began  to  wonder  if  we  were  in  the  wrong 
and  ought  to  take  our  concern  for  the 
hungry  of  the  world  to  some  other 
organization.  What  do  you  think ? 

Perplexed  People 


Spanish  studied  for  mission  trip 

ROLLA,  Mo.  —  Students  in  this  classroom  at  the  University  of  Missouri  at  Rolla 
here  are  studying  conversational  Spanish  in  preparation  for  their  spring  break  trip  to 
the  San  Bias  Islands  off  the  coast  of  Panama,  to  build  a  dam  for  a  fresh  water  supply 
fOr  the  Kuna  Indians  th^re.  Missouri  umr  photo 


Dear  Perplexed  People: 

There  has  always  been  tension  in  the 
church  over  the  relationship  of  faith  and 
works.  A  few  have  wanted  only  works 
and  others  have  wanted  only  faith  as  the 
emphasis.  Most  have  seen  that  faith 
without  works  is  dead  (or  dying)  and  that 
is  why  it  was  the  Christian  church  that 
began  hospitals,  fought  against  slavery, 
insisted  on  humane  care  for  the  insane 
and  on  and  on.  The  church  was  acting 
faithfully  on  Matthew  25:34-46  where 
Christ  commissions  us  all  to  feed  the 
hungry,  welcome  the  stranger,  clothe  the 
naked,  visit  the  sick  and  imprisoned. 

My  guess  is  that  the  two  couples  were 
looking  for  an  excuse  to  separate 
themselves  from  your  church  and  you 
just  happened  to  provide  an  excuse  they 
thought  would  be  impressive.  Don’t  stop 
your  good  work  because  of  them. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 
“ Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 

Woman  editor 
breaks  tradition 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  -  A  142-year 
precedent  was  broken  here  Mar.  3  as 
trustees  for  the  weekly  newspaper  of  the 
South  Carolina  conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  named  a  woman 
editor. 

Maryneal  Jones  will  succeed  the  Rev. 
Wallace  Friday  as  editor  of  the  Advocate 
when  he  retires  in  June.  Although  at  least 
one  layman  has  edited  the  newspaper  in 
the  past,  trustees  said  this  will  be  the 
first  time  a  woman  was  held  the  position. 

Mrs.  Jones,  who  has  been  serving  as 
associate  editor  since  mid-January,  is  a 
journalist  with  experience  on  weekly  and 
daily  newspapers  and  in  college 
communications.  Her  husband  is  the 
Rev.  William  M.  Jones,  pastor  of  the 
Macedonia  UMC,  Mullins,  S.C. 


instructions  elsewhere. 

The  law  allows  students  to  be  released 
from  school,  he  explained,  in  order  to 
have  religious  instruction  separate  from 
instructions  in  the  public  school.  The 
separation  is  one  of  space.  But  the 
separation  could  also  be  one  of  time,  he 
noted. 

"It  would  be  a  matter  of  considering 
school  property  at  non-instructional 
times  as  if  it  were  surplus  public 
property.  Then,"  he  said,  "the  group 
wanting  to  meet  for  prayer  could  be 
given  equal  protection  under  the  law  with 
other  community  groups  such  as  the  Boy 
Scouts  who  already  use  the  school.” 

Government 
evicts  Indian 
tent  family 

JOHANNESBURG  (RNS)  -  It  took 
two  truckloads  of  riot-squad  policemen, 
attack  dogs,  a  handful  of  officials,  and  a 
black  moving  crew  to  do  it,  but  the  South 
African  government  succeeded. 

It  evicted  eight  members  of  an  Indian 
family  from  a  tent  pitched  on  the 
sidewalk  of  the  designated  “white” 
Mayfair  area  of  Johannesburg. 

Efforts  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Robertson, 
a  Presbyterian  minister,  to  prevent  the 
eviction  proved  unavailing. 

Raghubathy  Naidu,  his  wife  Dhama, 
their  three  small  children,  including  a  13- 
month-old  baby,  and  three  other 
relatives  were  evicted  from  their  modest 
home  in  this  working-class  neighborhood 
more  than  a  month  earlier,  because  it 
was  in  a  "white”  area  under  the  dictates 
of  South  Africa’s  Group  Areas  Act,  which 
provides  for  racial  segregation  in 
housing. 

The  Naidus  then  set  up  a  green  canvas 
tent  on  the  pavement  in  front  of  their 
vacant  home  and  moved  into  it  with  their 
belongings  because,  as  the  South  African 
government  admits,  there  are  no  houses 
available  in  officially  designated  Indian 
areas. 

But  now,  the  government  has  evicted 
the  Naidu  family  from  the  tent.  The 
reason:  the  family  was  violating  another 
South  African  law  —  one  that  forbids 
squatting. 

Mr.  Robertson,  the  clergyman  —  who 
had  been  sleeping  in  a  tent  beside  the 
Naidus  to  show  support  for  them  — 
placed  himself  in  front  of  a  moving  van 
that  the  police  had  brought  in.  Five 
policemen  quickly  removed  him  from  the 
spot. 

A  crowd  of  several  hundred  people, 
mostly  Indians,  had  gathered  to  express 
support  for  the  Naidu  family,  but  there 
was  no  violence:  the  presence  of  armed 
police  and  attack  dogs  precluded  any 
effective  protest. 


Priest  ‘taken’  by 
dishonest  borrowers 

HARTFORD.  Conn.  (RNS)  -  The 
Catholic  priest  here  who  loaned 
$20,000  to  50  people  last  year,  with  the 
understanding  they  would  "multiply” 
the  money  for  Christ,  said  the  project 
turned  out  to  be  a  "phenomenal  flop.” 

“I  lost  $18,000.  Only  five  people 
returned  the  money,  the  rest  never 
returned  it,”  said  Father  Edmund  J. 
Nadolny,  director  of  the  Offices  of 
Radio  and  Television  and 
Evangelization  for  the  Hartford 
archdiocese. 

The  loan  project  was  designed  to 
test  the  parable  of  the  use  of  talents 
and  was  intended  to  generate  funds 
for  a  massive  evangelization  program 
started  by  Father  Nadolny’s  offices. 

He  said  "40  per  cent  of  the  people 
who  received  loans  gave  the  wrong 
names,  wrong  phones,  wrong  ad¬ 
dresses  and  can’t  be  contacted.  And 
50  per  cent  never  used  the  money  for 
the  creative  ideas  they  described. 
They  used  it  for  themselves." 


JERUSALEM 
—  Thousands  of 
people  throng  to 
the  Wailing  Wall 
here,  now  that  it 
has  been  restor¬ 
ed  to  Israeli  con¬ 
trol. 

AARON  SITTNER 
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Throngs  still  pray 
at  Wailing  Wall 


By  AARON  SITTNER 

JERUSALEM  -  When  U.S.  Vice 
President  Walter  Mondale  visited 
Israel  last  fall,  the  first  thing  he  did 
after  arriving  in  Jerusalem  was  to 
make  his  way  to  the  Wailing  Wall. 

As  he  approached  Judaism’s  most 
hallowed  site,  Mr.  Mondale  took  out  a 
black  yarmulkeh  from  his  pocket  and 
slipped  it  onto  his  head.  At  the  Wall, 
he  leaned  his  brow  against  one  of  the 
ancient  massive  stones  and  whispered 
a  prayer.  Then,  before  turning  to 
leave.  Mr.  Mondale  jotted  something 
on  a  slip  of  paper  which  he  rolled  up 
and  pressed  into  a  seam  between  two 
of  the  stones. 

The  Vice  President’s  pause  at  the 
Wailing  Wall  was  not  unusual.  More 
and  more  people  of  all  faiths  can  now 
be  seen  there,  paying  homage  to  a 
shrine  which  for  Jews  is  the  last 
memento  of  a  glorious  era  gone  by  — 
the  days  of  the  two  Great  Temples  of 
Jerusalem. 

Of  all  the  majestic  structures  that 
occupied  or  surrounded  the  Temple 
Mount,  only  this  section  of  the 
Mount’s  western  supporting  wall  has 
remained  intact  since  the  destruction 
of  the  Second  Temple  in  70  A.  D. 

Link  with  past 

Since  then  and  to  this  day  the 
Wailing  Wall  —  more  than  2,000  years 
old  —  has  been  the  Jews’  strongest 
link  with  their  past.  But  that  bond  was 
cut  for  19  years  on  May  15,  1948,  when 
the  Arab  Legion  drove  out  the  Jews 
who  lived  in  the  Old  City  of 
Jerusalem. 

The  Wailing  Wall,  deep  in  the  Old 
City,  was  cut  off  and  remained  in 
Arab  hands  behind  the  Israeli- 
Jordanian  armistice  lines. 

Then,  on  June  7,  1967  —  third  day  of 
the  spectacular  Six  Day  War  —  an 
Israeli  paratrooper  brigade 
surrounded  the  Old  City  and  smashed 
its  way  through  the  ancient  gates  to 
get  the  Wailing  Wall  back. 

With  the  Wall  back  under  their 
control,  Israelis  prefer  that  it  be 
called  by  its  original  name  —  the 
Western  Wall.  “The  wailing  is  over 
and  done  with,”  Moshe  Cohen, 
bronzed  Israeli  paratrooper  said 


recently  from  his  guard  duty  station 
in  the  spacious  sunswept  square 
facing  the  Wall. 

Whatever  it  is  called,  that  ageless 
upright  structure  of  weatherbeaten 
but  proud  beige  stones  from  the  time 
of  Herod  has  become  a  very  special 
place  indeed.  Excited  brides  and 
grooms  on  their  way  to  get  married 
stop  off  at  the  Wall  to  wish  each  other 
happiness.  Pained  persons  on  their 
way  to  major  surgery,  if  they  can 
walk,  stop  off  at  the  Wall  to  pray.  Aged 
bearded  rabiis  sway  in  ecstasy  as 
they  sit  there  and  recite  the  Psalms. 
And  Israeli  soldiers  take  their  oath  of 
allegiance  with  the  Wall  as  the 
backdrop. 

Sections  still  hidden 

Archeologists  are  still  at  work 
unearthing  hidden  sections  of  the 
Wailing  Wall.  Today,  the  open-air 
section  is  197  feet  wide  and  46  feet 
high.  But  19  more  straight  layers  of 
the  beautifully  dressed  stones  have 
already  been  uncovered  in  borings, 
adding  another  62  feet  to  the  height. 

The  overall  length  of  the  Wall  is 
known  to  be  1,593  feet,  with  most  of 
this  distance  still  concealed  by  layer 
upon  layer  of  Arab  hovels  that  have 
piled  up  over  the  centuries.  Some  of 
the  Wailing  Wall’s  stones  in  the 
underground  courses  are  eight  feet 
high,  one  yard  deep  and  14  feet  wide. 
The  weight  of  each  one  of  these  stones 
is  estimated  at  700  tons ! 

Whether  there  are  two  dozen  people 
there,  or  2,000,  the  same  quiet  and 
tranquility  prevails.  Those  sacred 
stones,  the  roots  of  a  people,  some¬ 
how  inspire  a  hallowed  hush  in  the 
atmosphere. 

One  is  also  struck  by  die  sight  of  so 
many  people  of  non-Jewish  faiths  who 
would  not  think  of  visiting  Jerusalem 
without  coming  to  the  Wailing  Wall. 
Whether  they  are  Corsican  priests  or 
Kansas  City  milkmen  they  inevitably 
put  their  cameras  down  shortly  after 
entering  the  huge  square. 

Then  they  walk  towards  the  simple 
Wailing  Wall  and  say  a  simple  prayer 
—  straight  from  the  heart. 

Mr.  Sittner  is  a  news  reporter  for 
the  Jerusalem  Post. 


JERUSALEM 
—  His  head 
covered  with  a 
paper  skullcap, 
a  tourist  at  the 
Wailing  Wall 
sits  for  a  few 
minutes  to  pray. 
In  the  back¬ 
ground,  another 
visitor  slips  a 
prayer  written 
a  piece  of 
paper  into  a 
of  the 
ancient  stones. 
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Black  ministers  urged  to  preach 
the  gospel  in  plain  language 


HAWKINS,  Texas  (RNS)  -  Black 
ministers  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  were  urged  to  go  out 
into  the  "ghetto  wilderness”  and  tell  the 
people  the  "undying  truths  of  God"  in 
terms  they  understand. 

UMCOR  gives  aid 
to  Brazilian 
flood  victims 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  sent  $5,000  in  emergency 
relief  to  aid  victims  of  February  floods  in 
southern  Brazil  and  will  consider 
additional  long-term  aid  when  it  meets  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  25-26. 

Church  World  Service,  the  relief  and 
development  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  has  appealed  for 
$67,000  for  resettlement  of  flood  victims 
and  housing  repairs. 

The  UMCOR  check  was  sent  in 
response  to  a  phone  call  from  Methodist 
missionary  Leon  Strunk  in  Belo 
Horizonte,  capital  of  Minas  Gerais  State. 
He  reported  that  three  months  of 
constant  rain  had  brought  on  flooding  in 
his  state  as  well  as  the  states  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro  and  Espirito  Santo. 

Church  World  Service,  terming  the 
floods  the  worst  in  50  years,  assessed 
damage  in  all  three  states  at  370,000 
homeless  and  more  than  74  cities  flooded. 
Most  supplies  had  to  be  airlifted,  it  said. 


"You  must  understand  your  culture 
before  you  can  communicate  with  it,” 
Dr.  Harry  S.  Wright  of  Bishop  College, 
Dallas,  told  the  107  black  ministers 
attending  their  annual  retreat  here. 

He  urged  the  preachers  to  forget  their 
degrees  and  speak  in  plain  terms  people 
understand  and  are  familiar  with.  "Don’t 
deal  with  mountain  peaks.  Deal  with 
vegetables  that  grow  in  low  valleys,”  he 
said. 

"God’s  power  has  not  been  usurped  by 
Moscow  or  the  Pentagon,”  Dr.  Wright 
said.  He  said  “our  intoxicated  culture 
that  over-drinks  and  over-eats”  must  be 
told  “there  is  a  God”  —  and  that  message 
must  be  repeated  "all  across  the  country 
whether  heard  or  believed.” 

Dr.  Wright,  dean  of  chapel  and 
professor  of  religion  and  philosophy  at 
Bishop  College,  was  the  major  speaker  at 
the  retreat,  sponsored  by  the  Disciples’ 
department  of  ministry  in  cooperation 
with  the  Black  Ministers  Fellowship  of 
the  National  Convocation. 

- - 

Poem  of  the  Week 

In  a  world  of  this  and  that 

By  JAMES  A.  SANDERSON 

In  a  world  of  this  and  that, 

Where  difference  is  the  school, 

The  separation  of  this  from  that 
Has  been  accepted  as  a  rule: 

By  dividing  every  unit, 

Making  a  division  of  kind, 

It  drops  the  veil  of  indifference 
Over  the  unity  of  time. 
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Methodist  Children's  Home  Visitor 
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Social  Services  Grow 


Valentine’s  Day 
Observed 


The  Queen  and  Mr.  DeVille  (standing 
in  for  an  absentee  King) 

If  V  \ 
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St.  Valentine’s  Day  was 
celebrated  with  a  dance  in  Holt 
Activities  Center  on  Friday 
evening,  February  16,  1979.  The 
activities  room  was  decorated  in 
the  traditional  colors  of  red  and 
white  with  paper  hearts  all 
around. 

Highlight  of  the  evening  was 
the  crowning  of  the  Valentine 
royalty  chosen  by  the  children 
and  youth.  King  and  Queen  were 
John  Neal  and  Stephanie 
Stewart.  The  Prince  was 
Kenneth  Barbo,  and  the  Princess 
was  Lori  Vining.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Valentine  were  Chester  and 
Addie  Bryant  who  are  the  child 
care  supervisors  in  Harman 
House. 

Refreshments  were  served, 
after  which  all  those  present  had 
an  opportunity  to  show  then- 
dancing  skills  to  the  lively  disco 
music  which  was  provided  by 
Mike  Corbin.  Thanks  goes  to 
KRUS  radio  for  use  of  their 
records.  The  event  was 
coordinated  by  MCH  activity 
director  Liz  Perry. 


1979 


Prince  and  Princess 


International 
Year  Of  The  Child 

m 


The  United  Nations  has 
designated  1979  as  tne 
International  Year  of  the  Child. 
We  at  MCH  support  this  effort  to 
focus  attention  upon  the  needs  of 
children. 

MCH  encourages  individuals 
and  church  groups  to  do  their 
share  in  promoting  the  cause  of 
children.  Our  staff  members  are 
available  as  resource  persons  to 
church  and  civic  groups  wishing 
to  sponsor  a  program  or 
workshop  concerning  child 
related  topics.  (See  this  issue’s 
article  on  the  parenting 
workshop. ) 

We  at  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  ask  you  to  join  us  in 
calling  attention  to  this  world’s 
greatest  resource  —  our 
children. 


Parenting  Course 
Taught  At 
Ruston  Church 

The  Family  Ministries 
program  sponsored  a  six-week 
course  on  parenting  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church 
(Ruston)  during  January  and 
February,  1979.  This  course  was 
conducted  by  two  MCH  staff 
members  —  Lynn  Fristoe,  social 
worker  and  Beth  Slade,  child 
care  supervisor.  The  course  was 
co-sponsored  by  the  family  life 
work  area  of  Trinity  Church. 

Approximately  24  participants 
were  introduced  to  various 
theories  and  methods  of 
communication  and  inter¬ 
personal  relations  as  they  relate 
to  the  role  of  the  parent. 

The  success  of  this  course  has 
generated  discussion  oi  the 
possibility  of  another  course  or 
workshop  to  be  offered  by  MCH 
and  Trinity  church  later  this 
year.  Family  Ministries  plans  to 
offer  similar  experiences  in 
cooperation  with  other  churches 
in  the  conference  during  1979. 

Churches  interested  in  co¬ 
sponsoring  such  programs 
should  contact  Doug  Williams, 
coordinator  of  MCH  Family 
Ministries. 


The  social  services  depart¬ 
ment  of  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  is  growing  in  both  per¬ 
sonnel  and  in  services  offered 
to  children  and  their  families. 
This  growth  is  part  of  MCH’s 
response  to  the  wide  variety  of 
needs  which  the  agency  is  now 
called  upon  to  meet. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant 
change  in  social  services  has 
been  the  specialization  which 
has  taken  place  within  the 
department  during  the  last  12 
months.  Connie  Pinckney,  MCH 
social  work  director,  says  this 
specialization  is  an  effort  to 
match  the  special  skills  and 
interests  of  the  various  social 
workers  with  particular  areas  of 
responsibility  in  social  work. 

INTAKE 

Lynn  Fristoe  is  intake  social 
worker  with  the  responsibility  of 
working  with  all  children  and 
their  families  during  the  time 
that  the  child  is  being  brought 
into  MCH  care.  Lynn  holds  a 
B.A.  in  sociology  and  will  soon 
earn  an  M.A.  in  counseling  from 
Louisiana  Tech.  Her  special 
interests  are  in  the  areas  of 
diagnosis  and  crisis  interven¬ 
tion,  and  she  will  soon  begin 
a  staff  training  program  at 
MCH  dealing  with  the 
importance  of  diagnosis  in 
treatment. 

Thert”  are  two  residential 
group  care  social  workers. 


These  social  workers  work  with 
the  child  and  his  family  once  the 
child  enters  the  residential 
group  care  program.  They  are 
responsible  for  seeing  that  the 
child  makes  progress  in  his  own 
personal  growth  as  well  as 
seeing  that  the  family  as  a  whole 
begins  to  work  out  its  problems. 

Residential  social  worker, 
Nancy  McDurmond,  has  both 
B.A.  and  an  M.A.  in  counseling 
from  Louisiana  Tech.  Nancy’s 
special  interest  is  in  family 
therapy,  and  she  is  currently 
learning  the  theories  and 
practices  of  Virginia  Satir,  a 
noted  family  therapist. 

Jurlee  Sanders  is  also  a 
residential  social  worker.  She 
holds  a  B.A.  in  sociology  and  has 
an  interest  in  group  therapy. 
Jurlee  is  teaching  the  principles 
of  group  treatment  to  other  MCH 
staff  members  so  they  might 
serve  as  leaders  of  various 
therapy  and  activity  groups  for 
MCH  youth. 

Besides  directing  social 
services,  Connie  Pinckney 
enjoys  staff  training,  therapy 
supervision,  and  working  with 
families  toward  redecision  and 
positive  change.  Connie  holds 
the  B.A.  and  M.S.W.  from  the 
University  of  South  Carolina  and 
the  ACSW  from  the  National 
Association  of  Social  Workers. 

In  addition  to  four  full-time 
social  workers,  the  department 


Easter  Offering 

On  Easter  Sunday,  April  15,  United  Methodists  of  Louisiana 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  once  again  show  their  concern  for 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  and  the  persons  it  serves. 

Please  remember  that  MCH  is  serving  a  larger  number  of 
children  and  families  than  ever  before  in  the  recent  history  of 
the  agency.  MCH  is  also  serving  these  persons  in  a  variety  of 
ways  that  were  previously  not  possible.  Emergency  shelter 
care  and  the  Shreveport  foster  family  are  two  new  programs. 

At  a  time  when  MCH  is  expanding  both  the  quality  and  scope 
of  its  services,  it  needs  the  continued  support  of  its  friends 
throughout  Louisiana  Methodism. 


Mother’s  Day 

Mother’s  Day  1979  is  drawing  near.  Can  you  think  of  a  better  way 
to  honor  or  memorialize  your  mother  or  the  mother  of  a  friend  than 
with  a  gift  made  in  her  name  to  MCH?  All  gifts  will  be  promptly 
acknowledged.  Use  the  attached  coupon  and  remember  to  mail  it 
soon! 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 
P.O.  Drawer  H 
Ruston,  LA  71270 


You  will  find  enclosed  $_ 

1  This  is  in  memory  of  _ 

This  is  in  honor  of _ 


_  as  a  Mother’s  Day  Gift. 


Please  notify  . 
Address _ 


(Please  indicate  the  above  person’s  relationship  to  the 
deceased  if  the  gift  is  a  memorial.) 


From: 

Address, 


MCH  social  workers  discuss  counseling  techniques.  Seated  from  left  are  Lynn  Fristoe 
and  Connie  Pinckney.  Standing  from  left  are  Nancy  McDurmond  and  Jurlee  Sanders. 


also  has  the  services  of  interning 
social  workers  from  time  to 
time.  At  present  there  are  two 
interns,  Denise  Martin  from 
Grambling  State  University  and 
Beth  Matthews  from  Northeast 
Louisiana  University.  Beth  and 
Denise  are  currently  conducting 
a  group  dealing  with  how  to 
improve  social  relationships. 

Counseling  Services 

Another  major  change  in 
social  services  is  in  the  variety 
of  counseling  services  now 
offered.  Besides  individual 
therapy  for  children  and  youth 
there  are  other  experiences  such 
as  group  therapy,  family 
therapy,  family  workshops  and 
workshops  on  various  subjects 
for  residents  and  staff. 

One  of  the  more  unusual 
workshops  was  a  “clown 
workshop’’  recently  conducted 
by  Mrs.  Nan  Marshall  of 
Mansfield,  Louisiana.  In  this 
workshop,  MCH  youth  actively 
participated  in  ministering 
through  clown/comedy  tech¬ 
niques  to  residents  of  a  near¬ 
by  nursing  home.  Another  work¬ 
shop  that  met  with  much  success 
dealt  with  depression  and  was 
appropriately  held  at  the  end 
of  January,  when  depression  is 
very  common.  The  growing 
number  of  participants  in  work¬ 
shops  has  made  it  necessary  to 
hold  two  workshops  each  month. 


Social  workers  along  with 
other  MCH  staff  have  been 
invited  to  share  their  knowledge 
and  experience  with  other 
professionals  and  interested 
persons.  Staff  members  have 
shared  parenting  information, 
the  basics  of  certain  therapy 
methods,  and  concepts 
concerning  child  development 
with  regional  and  state-wide 
child  welfare  forums,  joqal 
■universities,  churches,  and  spe¬ 
cial  interest  groups. 

As  treatment  has  become  an 
increasing  emphasis  of  the  MCH 
program,  it  has  become 
necessary  for  a  greater  number 
of  MCH  staff  to  serve  as 
therapists.  The  role  of  the  social 
worker  is  not  only  that  of 
functioning  as  a  therapist  but 
also  of  working  with  other  staff 
members,  thus  enabling  them  to 
function  in  the  therapist’s  role. 
The  social  workers  and  child 
care  staff  have  come  to  work 
much  more  closely  as  a  result  of 
this  emphasis. 

Social  work,  like  the  problems 
and  issues  it  addresses,  is  never 
static.  Social  services  must  grow 
and  change  if  they  are  to  remain 
relevant  to  the  needs  of  persons. 
The  social  services  department 
of  MCH  is  doing  all  it  can  to  meet 
the  needs  of  people  where 'they 
are. 


Tiller  Needed 

Springtime  is  gardening  time  for  many  families.  The  MCH  family 
is  no  exception.  Children  and  staff  persons  are  now  being  seen 
frequently  in  the  large  garden  on  the  MCH  campus. 

The  garden  provides  opportunity  for  exercise  to  children  and  staff 
alike.  In  addition,  the  garden  produce  is  a  welcome  supplement  to 
summer  menus.  The  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  add  variety  to 
meals  while  reducing  food  costs. 

MCH  gardening  efforts  could  be  made  even  more  effective  with 
the  aid  of  a  tiller.  Any  person  or  group  wishing  to  help  MCH  secure  a 
tiller  is  asked  to  contact  the  business  office.  (318  )  255-5020. 

Youth  Take  Offering 
For  Angola 

MCH  children  and  youth  recently  experienced  an  opportunity  to 
express  concern  for  the  residents  of  the  state  prison  at  Angola.  The 
opportunity  for  service  came  in  the  form  of  an  offering  taken  on 
behalf  of  the  chapel  building  fund  at  the  prison. 

At  a  MCH  chapel  program  on  March  28  the  needs  of  the  Angola 
residents  were  explained  to  the  MCH  children  and  staff.  On  the 
following  Sunday  during  worship  in  Ezell  Chapel  a  special  offering 
was  taken  for  the  prison  chapel  fund. 

According  to  MCH  chaplain  Doug  Williams,  the  children  and  youth 
responded  well  to  the  offering.  “Most  of  them  were  pleased  with  this 
opportunity  to  be  on  the  giving  end  of  a  Christian  mission  effort,”  he 
said. 
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Ezra  Jones 
to  lead 
workshop 

Ezra  Earl  Jones,  author  of  a  new  book 
“The  Management  of  Ministry,”  will  be 
leading  two,  one-day  workshops  on 
church  administration. 

The  workshops  will  be  at  Trinity 
Church  in  Ruston  on  April  30  from  10 
a  m.  to  3  p.m.  and  at  First  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  May  1  from  10  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.  Lunch  will  be  served  during  both 
workshops. 

Dr.  Jones  is  on  the  staff  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  He  is  the  author  of  seven 
other  books  including  “Strategies  for 
New  Churches,”  and  “What’s  Ahead  for 
Old  First  Church.”  He  co-authored  “The 
Management  of  Ministry”  with  James  D. 

Anderson.  “This  is  one  of  the  best  new 
books  in  this  field  in  many  years,”  states 
Ray  Branton,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  director. 

;  All  pastors,  church  staff  members  and 

Perkins  plans  June 
church  music  school 


DALLAS  —  Jane  Marshall,  Director  of 
the  Church  Music  Summer  School  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology/SMU,  has 
announced  that  the  12th  annual  session 
will  be  June  18-29. 

The  guest  clinician  for  the  event  will  be 
Philip  R.  Dietterich,  Minister  of  Music 
and  Creative  Arts,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Westfield,  New  Jersey. 

The  school  is  planned  as  an  annual  two- 
week  session,  with  training  in  worship, 
theology,  choir  organization,  hymnology, 
music  theory,  choral  conducting,  vocal 
techniques,  organ,  and  repertoire.  The 
courses  are  set  up  primarily  for  those 
working  in  church  music  (employed  and 
volunteer)  who  wish  further  training 
Other  musicians  and  pastors  who  wish  to 
enlarge  and  review  their  musical  and 
theological  backgrounds  are  welcome. 
Courses  lead  to  Certification  in  Music  |p 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Editorially  speaking 


The  faculty  and  subject  areas  for  the 
session  are  as  follows : 

Philip  R.  Dietterich  -  New  Ideas  for 
Adults  and  Youth  Choirs 
Jane  Marshall  -  Choral  Techniques  and 
Conducting 

Roger  Deschner  -  Staff  Relationships 
and  Hymnology 
Ann  Barton  -  Worship  Planning 
Philip  Baker  and  John  Erickson  - 
Choral  Repertoire;  Service  Playing 
Beth  Wortlev  -  Liturgical  Dance 
Housing  and  meals  will  be  available  on 
the  SMU  campus.  The  cost  of  the  session 
is  $110  (which  includes,  the  pre¬ 
registration  fee  of  $10)  plus  a  $10  music 
packet. 

For  further  information  and 
registration  forms,  write  or  call  Office  of 
Continuing  Education,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology/SMU,  Dallas,  TX  75275:  (214) 
692-2251 . 


Rise  above  handicaps 


He  had  one  of  the  most  twisted  bodies  I 
have  ever  seen.  When  I  first  saw  Robert 
Standhart  at  the  Jurisdictional 
Convocation  of  United  Methodist  Men,  I 
instinctively  felt  pity  for  this  little  man 
born  with  such  misshaped  and  shrunken 
limbs.  Little  did  I  realize  he  was  one  of 
the  leaders  of  our  event,  one  from  whom 
I  would  draw  strength  and  inspiration. 

Robert  Standhart,  I  soon  learned,  is  the 
leader  of  the  Upper  Room  Living  Prayer 
Center,  a  nationwide  WATS  line  service 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  for  those 
who  have  a  need  for  prayer.  You  dial  1- 
800-251-2468.  A  concerned  Christian  in 
Nashville  answers.  He  or  she  listens  to 
your  concern  and  offers  to  pray  with  you. 
Then,  the  person  further  offers  to  share 
your  prayer  concern  with  Upper  Room 
prayer  groups  in  many  parts  of  the 
country.  Within  24  hours,  your  prayer 
concern  is  lifted  up  from  coast  to  coast  by 
concerned  Christians. 

I  was  pleased  to  join  with  leaders  of  our 
Conference  United  Methodist  Men  in  this 


training  session,  and  to  lend  my  support 
to  the  concern  of  United  Methodist  Men 
to  spread  this  prayer  ministry.  Groups 
who  want  to  get  involved  may  call  the 
WATS  line  number,  or  write.  The 
address  is  1908  Grand  Ave.,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37203. 

At  one  point  in  our  event,  Rev. 
Standhart  explained  how  God  had  called 
him  into  the  ministry  through  his  pastor. 
Inspired  by  a  vision  of  possibilities, 
rather  than  handicaps,  he  completed 
high  school,  college  and  theological 
seminary.  He  served  in  the  local  church, 
then  came  to  the  Upper  Room  ministry 
where  he  serves  as  trainer  and 
administrator  of  the  program.  If  God 
could  do  that  much  through  a  man  so 
physically  limited  that  he  cannot  stand 
unaided,  what  could  he  do  through  able- 
bodied  persons  like  you  and  me,  if  we, 
too,  stopped  focusing  so  much  on  our 
limitations  and  caught  a  new  vision  of 
our  possibilities  in  his  service? 

By  Ray  Branton,  Editor 


Our  readers  respond 


It’s  yes  for  parsonettes 


Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones 

interested  lay  persons  are  invited  to 
attend.  Advance  registration  is  required. 
Registrations  should  be  sent  to  Ray 
Branton,  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La.  71104 
by  April  23. 

Already,  more  than  100  people  have 
registered  for  the  event. 

The  only  cost  for  this  event  will  be 
transportation  and  a  meal  provided  at 
the  host  church. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  These  letters  to  the 
editor  are  in  response  to  a  March  23 
article  “ Parsonettes  Is  It  Meeting 
Ministers'  Wives  Needs?"  Parsonettes  is 
an  organization  created  over  30  years 
ago  for  ministers’  wives. 

Dear  Louisiana  United  Methodist  and 
Readers: 

Yes!  Yes!  Yes!  Parsonettes  is 
important  in  Louisiana!  As  a  P.K. 
(preacher’s  kid)  I  have  been  around 
Parsonettes  all  my  life  and  now  am  an 
active  member  since  I  married  a 
minister.  During  the  six  years  we  were  in 
Kansas,  I  missed  a  Parsonette 
organization.  There  is  very  definitely 
“something  special"  about  the  group. 

Now  in  a  position  of  leadership  with  the 
Parsonettes.  I.  too  have  heard  some 
criticisms.  The  most  common  criticism 
is  that  it  doesn’t  meet  the  needs  of 
today’s  ministers’  wives  and/or  spouses. 
Many  younger  members  want  changes  in 
the  group.  I  also  feel  the  group  must 
continually  change  in  an  effort  to  meet 
the  members’  needs. 

That’s  why  I’m  in  there  trying  to  do 
something  about  my  beliefs.  Too  often  I 
feel  the  criticisms  are  coming  from 
persons  who  then  stop  attending  the 
meetings  and  thus  cease 
communications  with  Parsonette 
leaders. 

PARSONETTES  IS  EXACTLY  WHAT 
WE  MAKE  IT!  I  believe  it  can  and  is 
changing.  I  believe  it  can  be  and  is  a 
support  group!  I  know  it  is  IMPORTANT 
to  me!  This  is  one  of  the  few  ways  that  I 
am  able  to  get  to  know  others  who  share 
the  same  problems,  concerns,  etc.,  that  I 
have. 

Changes  need  to  be  made,  but  to  do 
that  we  must  have  members  who  will 
help  make  the  changes,  who  are  willing 
to  take  responsibilities  and  who  are 
willing  to  be  active  participants  in 
Parsonettes.  I  challenge  all  ministers’ 
wives  to  bec$£n,e  involved  in  Parsonettes. 
Let’s  all’  work  together  to  make 
Parsonettes  better!  It  will  only  be  as- 
good  as  we  make  it. 

Mrs.  Barbara  Cain  Einsel 
Parsonette  President,  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District 

To  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Reporter: 

Thank  you  for  giving  me  an 
opportunity  to  speak  up  about 
Parsonettes.  This  past  year  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District  we  have  had  the  best 
programs  I  have  seen  for  ministers  and 
spouses. 

Our  theme  has  been  “Image  of 
Parsonettes”  and  the  programs  dealt 
with  various  images:  wife  as  an 
individual,  minister  and  spouse  as 
financial  investors,  wife  as  social 
hostess,  minister  and  spouse  as 
marriage  partners,  and  minister’s  wife 
as  interior  decorator. 

Yet  to  come  are  programs  on  Minister 
and  spouse  as  parents  and  minister’s 
wife  as  a  well-dressed  woman. 

The  meetings  which  concerned  the 
minister  directly  were  combined 
meetings  andUll  have  been  very  well 
attended. 

I  think  the  main  reasons  for  good 
attendance  are  interesting  and  relevant 
topics,  well-informed,  qualified  leaders 
(our  own  parsons  and  parsonettes  in 
most  cases)  and  the  time  of  meetings 
which  were  in  conjunction  with  parsons' 
meetings.  And  I  have  in  the  past  been  in 
some  other  districts  which  have  another 
plus  and  that  is  a  baby-sitter  at  each 


Is  your  church  reaching 
its  Pension  Crusade  Goal? 
ySee  special  report  in  this  edition 


meeting  paid  for  out  of  the  Parsonette’s 
budget  I  believe  any  district  meeting  the 
four-  above  requirements  will  have  a 
great  Parsonette  group. 

Bonita  Davis 
Jennings 

To  the  Editor: 

The  memories  of  Parsonette  fellowship 
and  fun  through  the  years  (37)  of  being  a 
minister’s  wife  are  some  of  the  most 
meaningful  I’ve  had.  Through  our 
sharing  together  for  programs  we  have 
discovered  there  are  poets,  musicians, 
teachers,  artists,  humorists,  home 
decorators,  crafters.  and  many  other 
talents  represented  among  our 
Parsonettes.  Occasionally  there  are 
guest  programs,  but  most  are  produced 
within  our  group. 

True,  the  organization  has  changed 
over  the  years,  but  has  done  so  to  meet 
the  changing  life-styles  of  the  wives.  It 
seems  no  longer  feasible  to  meet  during 
the  day  in  parsonage  homes  as  we  once 
did,  so  meeting  with  the  ministers  for 
covered  dish  and  then  separating  for  our 
meetings  has  given  the  preachers  and 
spouses  opportunity  to  fellowship  and 
know  each  other  as  couples  the  better. 

When  I  was  younger  I  felt  the  need  of 
security  and  encouragement  this 
fellowship  provided.  As  the  years  went 
by  it  has  been  rewarding  to  share  with 
others  who  felt  these  same  needs.  When 
retirement  comes  I  shall  look  to  this 
group  for  fellowship  still  and  a  way  of 
‘keeping  in  touch"  with  district  and 
conference  activities.  There  has  been  no 
time  I  wanted  to  be  without  this  warm, 
supportive  fellowship. 

Marcella  W.  Tatum 
Oakdale 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  a  Parsonette  26  years  and 
have  attended  every  meeting  possible.  I 
love  the  fellowship  with  the  other 
ministers’  wives. 

There  are  many  things  that  have 
caused  us  to  change  our  pattern  of 
meeting  —  so  many  are  working  outside 
the  homes. 

I  liked  it  best  when  we  met  once  a 
month,  on  a  regular  day  and  time,  in  the 
homes.  These  meetings  were  always 
separate  from  any  preachers’  meetings. 
We  depended  on  the  preachers  to  stay  at 
home  and  look  after  the  children  — 
unless  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  have 
some  kind  member  who  would  do  this  for 
us. 

I  always  enjoyed  my  turn  at 
entertaining  the  group.  This  is  when  the 
house  got  its  best  cleaning  of  the  year. 
And  my  recipe  box  has  many  cards  that 
are  used  regularly  —  with  the  delicious 
dish  that  was  served  at  some  Parsonette 
meeting,  and  with  the  name  of 
that  Parsonette  on  it. 

For  many  years  I  have  not  been  able  to 
attend  the  entire  Annual  Conference,  but, 

I  always  try  to  be  present  for  the  one  day 
that  the  Parsonette  Luncheon  is  held.  It 
is  good  for  each  District  to  be  able  to 
decide  how  and  when  they  want  to  meet. 

I  would  not  like  to  see  us  set  up  a  set  of 
rigid  rules  to  follow.  I  always  enjoy 
programs  presented  by  other 
Parsonettes,  rather  than  “outside" 
speakers. 

As  you  can  tell,  I  am  100  percent  in 
favor  of  Parsonettes ! 

Sincerely, 

Norma  Winegeart 
(Mrs.  Jack) 
Alexandria 


Help  for  VCS  planners 

It’s  time  to  start  planning  this  summer’s  Vacation 
Church  School  and  Cokesbury  VCS  catalog  is  now 
available  to  help  you. 

“We  Do  God’s  Work”  lists  summer  curriculum 
resources  for  nursery  through  adult.  The  first  section 
gives  a  step  by  step  calendar  for  planning  VCS  in  the  local 
church.  There  are  147  different  resources  listed. 

To  obtain  your  free  copy  of  this  catalog  write  Cokesbury 
at  P.  O.  Box  298, 1910  Main  St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 
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Training 

teachers 


A  Teacher  Training  and  Development 
workshop  is  being  planned  for  May  2-4  at 
Platte  Woods  UMC  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  event  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  Division 
of  Education  for  pastors,  district  teams, 
annual  conference  staffs,  and 
educational  workers. 

Registration  fee  is  $10.  Some  of  the 
courses  to  be  offered  include: 
Educational  Ministries  for  Young  Adults, 
Understanding  and  Using  the  Bible. 
Teaching  Youth,  Basic  Christian  Beliefs, 
Teaching  Adults,  Teaching  a  One  Class 
Sunday  School,  Mission  Education,  and 
Educational  Ministries  for  Summer  and 
Leisure  Times. 

Its  purpose  is  to  develop  district  and 
annual  conference  teams  abilities,  to 
give  leadership  to  Teacher  Training  and 
Development  Schools  in  their  respective 
districts. 

For  more  information,  or  to  register, 
contact  Ray  Branton,  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  Director,  Box  4325, 
Shreveport.  La.  71104. 

Scholarships 

available 

Ten  $200  scholarships  are  available  for 
those  enrolling  in  the  two-week  “Human 
Rights  as  Christian  Ministry"  summer- 
school  course  offered  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminarv  July 
2-13. 

The  Task  Force  on  Hunger  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  has  decided 
that  up  to  $2,000  of  their  funds  may  be 
used  for  such  scholarship  purposes. 

If  you  wish  to  apply  for  one  of  these 
scholarships  write  James  E.  Will. 
Director  of  Peace  Institute,  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  2121 
Sheridan  Road.  Evanston.  Ill  60201 


Wanted:  Intern 

A  Youth  Service  Fund  Intern  is  being 
sought  by  the  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  in  Nashville.  Tenn. 

Deadline  for  applications  and 
recommendations  is  May  9.  Applicants 
selected  for  interviews  will  be 
interviewed  June  14-15  in  Nashville. 

Applicants  must  have  had  previous 
involvement  in  youth  ministries  as  a 
-youth  or  adult.  There  is  no  specific 
education  qualifications  but  preference 
will  be  given  to  college  or  seminary 
intern  positions,  according  to  the 
executive  director. 

The  term  of  employment  will  be  from 
Sept.  1,  1979,  to  Aug.  31,  1981.  One  of  the 
major  duties  will  be  to  promote  Youth 
Service  Fund  in  district  and  conference 
youth  events. 

Send  applications  to  Executive 
Director,  National  Youth  Ministry.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  Tn.  37202 

Church 
resource 

clinic  set 

Parish  newsletters.  Television 
production.  Communicating  by 
telephones  and  ads,  and  clown  ministries 
will  be  subjects  taught  at  the  1979  Church 
Resource  Systems  Clinics. 

Clinics  will  be  in  Houston,  April  17-18; 
Austin  April  18-19;  and  Lubbock,  April 
19-20. 

The  1979  Clinics,  sponsored  by  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  and  the  seven  United 
Methodist  Conferences  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  are  planned  for  pastors, 
coordinators  of  communications, 
directors  of  Christian  Education,  local 
church  secretaries,  news  letter  editors, 
volunteer  teachers.  Methodist  Women 
and  other  laity. 


Around  the  Conference 


Hines  Honored 


ALEXANDRIA  —  Assistant  District 
Attorney  J.  Edward  Hines  Jr.,  who  is  a 
leader  at  Newman  UMC  and  vice 
chairman  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Laity,  was  recently  the  guest  of  honor 
at  a  “roast”  held  in  the  Alexandria 
Convention  Hall. 

Gov.  Edwin  Edwards  was  one  of  the 
speakers  at  the  event  held  to  honor 
Rapides  Parish’s  first  black  Assistant 
District  Attorney.  Rev.  Roger  D. 
Lathan,  minister  at  Newman  UMC, 
also  spoke. 


Merrill  leads  revival 

ZACHARY  —  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill, 
pastor  at  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston,  will 
conduct  revival  services  at  Zachary 
UMC  April  22-25  at  7  p.m. 

Rev.  Merrill,  the  son  of  a  Methodist 
minister,  has  been  serving  in  the 
Methodist  ministry  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  also  has  a  variety  of  hobbies 
including  woodworking,  beekeeping, 
writing  and  African  violets.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Magicians. 

A  reception  will  be  held  in  the 
fellowship  hall  following  the  Sunday 
evening  service  and  a  family  night 
dinner  will  be  April  25  before  the 
worship  service. 


Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill 


Dulac  sponsors  ‘open  house’ 


DULAC  —  Gumbo  and  fun  is  on  the 
agenda  for  Dulac  Community  Center 
and  Clanton  Chapel  UMC  May  5th  from 
10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  when  an  Open  House  is 
set. 

According  to  Spiller  Milton,  director, 
everyone  is  invited  to  visit  the  center 
and  see  the  renovated  facilities.  Gumbo 
will  be  served  at  noon. 

Due  to  a  National  Women’s  Division 
grant  of  $7,500  renovations  have  been 


made  to  a  number  of  facilities  at  Dulac. 
Workers  there  are  proud  of  the  “new 
Look’’  and  want  to  share  their  joy  with 
the  Conference 

'  The  center  is  a  multi-service  agency 
attempting  to  break  the  educational, 
medical  and  economic  factors  which 
contribute  to  the  continuance  of  the 
poverty  cycle  among  the  5,000  people  of 
this  rural  bayou  community,  according 
to  Milton. 


Educators  elect 
officers 

Mrs.  Pat  Hogan,  diaconal  minister  at 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  in  Alexandria, 
has  been  named  president  of  the 
Louisiana  Chapter  of  Christian 
Educator’s  Fellowship  for  the  79-80 
year. 

Mrs.  LuAn  McLaurin,  of  Marksville 
UMC,  was  named  vice  president  and 
Mrs.  Willanna  Curley,  of  First  UMC  in 
Lafayette,  will  serve  as  secretary 
treasurer  and  membership 
chairperson. 

These  officers  were  elected  at  a 
recent  meeting  at  Camp  Brewer.  Other 
members  present  were  Dr.  Ed  Vetter, 
Dr.  Donald  Emler,  Mrs.  Kathi  Finnell, 
Norma  Garlington,  Helen  Miers  and 
Janis  Trammell.  Also  present  were 
Centenary  College  Church  Careers 
students  Betsy  Anderson.  Mary  Butt. 
Donna  Kirk,  Laura  Mack-Sawyer  and 
Suzan  Nichols. 


Sager  Brown  hosts  annual  Founder’s  Day 

of  Sager  Brown  School  and  former 


BALDWIN  —  Sager  Brown  School 
will  be  celebrating  its  7th  annual 
Founder’s  Day  this  weekend. 

On  Saturday,  April  21,  a  style  show 
and  record  hop  will  be  at  8  p.m.  On 
Sunday,  April  22,  at  3  p.m.  Founder’s 
Day  observances  will  be  held. 

“Achieve  Today  and  Live  Tomor¬ 
row”  is  the  theme  of  the  event.  Rev. 
Roger  Lathan,  a  former  employee 


minister  of  Trinity  UMC,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker.  He  is  now  minister  at 
Newman  UMC  in  Alexandria. 

Purposes  of  the  event  are  to 
remember  those  whose  names  have 
been  linked  with  the  school,  to  provide  a 
reunion  for  alumni  and  interested 
persons  and  to  provide  financial 
support  to  keep  the  school  in  existence. 


What’s  happening 


Send  articles,  photos,  opinions, 
letters  or  subscription  requests  to 
the  Council  on  Ministries  Office, 
P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La.  71104. 


GALVEZ  —  Carpenter’s  Chapel 
UMW  is  sponsoring  a  jambalaya  dinner 
on  May  19  from  11  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  A 
sweet  shop  will  also  be  set  up.  Orders  to 
go  will  be  $2. 

During  the  Easter  holidays  the  youth 
at  Carpenter’s  will  be  painting  the 
outside  trim  of  the  church. 

•  •  • 

JENNINGS  —  Trinity  UMC,  is 
growing!  Two  families  recently  joined 
on  the  same  dayk  Folks  at  the  church 
contribute  their  recent  growth  to  the 
efforts  of  Rev.  Tom  Wilson  who  has 
been  at  the  church  for  about  a  year. 

Church  members  report  he  has 
visited,  talked  to  people  and  generally 
done  an  outstanding  job  of  evangelism. 

The  two  families  recently  joining  are 


The  Frank  Duroy  family  of  five  and  the 
David  Glover  family  of  eight 

JENNINGS  —  Raymond  youth 
sponsored  Ecumenical  Lenten  Services 
each  Saturday  morning  during  Lent. 
After  devotionals  by  youth  members, 
breakfast  was  served  by  mothers. 

Also,  the  Riceland  Sub  District  UMY 
held  its  annual  Sweetheart  Banquet 
with  Roanoke  serving  as  host  church. 
Glenda  Litteral  of  Raymond  and  Eric 
Fergerson  of  Roanoke  were  chosen  to 
reign  as  royalty  for  the  year. 

JENNINGS  —  Mrs.  E.  A.  (Grace) 
Jester  died  Feb.  12  in  Sulphur.  She  had 
held  her  membership  in  Raymond 
Church.  Jennings,  for  a  number  of 
years. 
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‘Open’  approach  to  church  trial 
demonstrates  church’s  integrity 


THE  AFVSTLE  PAUL 
£AlP  WE  SHOULP 
CORO-ET  m  FAST 
AHV  PRESS  OH 


The  decision  by  Bishop  McFerrin 
Stowe  and  the  Central  Texas  Conference 
cabinet  to  ‘‘open"  the  recent  church  trial 
of  a  member  of  that  conference  should  be 
noted  and  emulated  by  other  church 
leaders  should  similar  situations  arise  in 
the  future  (see  TM/UMR,  April  13). 

Bringing  a  minister  to  trial  is,  at  best, 
an  unpleasant  experience  for  everyone 
involved.  Since  such  procedures  are 
followed  only  after  all  other  remedies 
have  been  exhausted,  church  trials  do 
not  occur  very  often.  When  they  do  occur, 
they  usually  involve  a  serious  difference 
of  opinion,  and  as  a  result,  they  attract 
the  interest  of  both  church  members  and 
the  general  public. 

When  such  controversies  arise,  the 
usual  inclination  of  church  leaders  is  to 
be  closed-mouthed  and  secretive.  Hence, 
church  trials  are  seldom  open  to  the 
press  or  anyone  else  who  is  not  directly 
involved.  This  forces  the  news  media  to 
write  their  stories  based  on  second-hand 
and  third-hand  information  rather  than 
on  direct  observation  and  first-hand 
information.  Under  such  circumstances, 
members  of  the  church  and  the  public 
often  receive  inaccurate  or  garbled 
information,  and  the  church  is  made  to 
look  as  though  it  has  something  to  hide. 
As  often  as  not,  the  church  —  rather  than 
the  accused  —  gets  put  “on  trial”  in  the 
media.  When  this  happens.  United 
Methodist  must  have  free  access  to  the 
facts. 


the  case  of  the  Rev.  David  Whitington. 
The  church  brought  charges  against  him 
of  refusing  to  accept  a  transfer  of 
appointment  and  of  conducting 
unauthorized  worship  services.  He 
contended  that  his  transfer  was  based  on 
objections  to  his  “evangelical”  theology 
by  the  bishop  and  cabinet. 

Had  the  trial  been  “closed,”  as  was 
originally  announced,  many  pet-sons 
would  have  forever  felt  the  church  was 
using  legalistic  administrative  pro¬ 
cedures  to  deal  with  a  theological 
difference.  When  it  was  decided  at  the 
last  minute  to  allow  the  press  and  other 
interested  persons  to  witness  the  trial 
proceedings  —  including  the  cross- 
examination  of  Bishop  Stowe  and  several 
of  his  district  superintendents  by  the 
defense  counsel  —  the  church’s 
appointment-making  process  and  the 
charges  against  Mr.  Whitington  were 
demonstrated  to  have  integrity.  And 
while  disappointed  by  the  “guilty” 
verdict  and  the  loss  of  his  ministerial 
credentials,  even  Mr.  Whitington  stated 
that  he  had  received  a  fair  and  open 
hearing. 

It  is  always  a  tragedy  when  a  United 
Methodist  minister  must  face  a  church 
trial.  We  hope  for  the  sake  of  the  church 
that  when  such  an  undesirable 
circumstance  occurs  in  the  future,  the 
church  leaders  involved  will  see  fit  to 
deal  with  it  in  an  "open”  rather  than  a 


Here  I  Stand 

Should  Christians  really  6 stay 
out  of  politics  9  of  the  world? 
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By  JACK  D.  HE  ACOCK 

We  shouldn't  really  be  so  surprised 
when  someone  says  to  the  church  “Stay 
out  of  politics!*”  It’s  the  first  word  the 
Pharoahs  and  Caesars  say  to  the  men 
and  women  on  fire  with  faith  in  God. 

Fact  is,  even  Moses  wanted  his 
spirituality  in  the  bucolic  setting  of  the 
hillside.  When  God  confronted  Moses  in 
the  burning  bush  and  commanded  him  to 
take  off  his  shoes  because  of  the  holy 
ground,  Moses  was  all  set  for  meditation. 
But  in  the  midst  of  the  meditation, 
Yahweh  said,  “Get  directly  and 
personally  involved  in  politics!”  Moses 
was  commanded  to  go  to  the  governor 
and  lobby  for  fair  employment 
standards,  improved  working  conditions 
and  better  pay.  Moses  sure  didn’t  think 
that  had  anything  to  do  with  religion,  so 
five  times  he  argued  with  God.  It  just  so 
happened  that  what  Moses  did  in  his 
political  lobbying  efforts  was 
coincidental  with  the  beginning  of  the 
story  of  God,  salvation  of  the  world 
through  the  Hebrew  slaves. 

Did  the  Pharoah  like  it?  Heavens  no! 
He  said,  in  effect,  "Stay  out  of  politics!” 
And  he  sent  the  national  guard  after 
Moses  and  the  striking  Hebrews  .  .  .  and 
you  remember  what  happened  to  the 
Pharoah's  troops  when  they  did  that. 

When  the  Carpenter  of  Nazareth  went 
around  Galilee  and  Jerusalem  with  a 


fresh  Word  from  God,  the  establishment 
felt  threatened  and  said,  “Stay  out  of 
politics!”  You  see.  the  Word  from  God  is 
always  upsetting  the  status^that  is  quo 
and  the  cultural  order  of  things:  God  has 
a  very  special  interest  in  the  system  of 
justice  of  the  little  people. 

When  Herod  heard  about  the 
marvelous  birth,  he  tried  to  say  to  God, 
“Stay  out  of  politics!”  And  you  know 
what  happened  to  Herod 

At  Smyrna  in  A.D.  155.  the  Asiarch 
Philip  told  the  church  “Stay  out  of 
politics!”  and  executed  eleven 
Christians  in  the  amphitheater  (Will 
Durant.  Vol.  Ill,  p.  648).  Philip  then 
burned  Bishop  Polycarp,  a  saintly 
patriarch  of  86  years.  When  Polycarp 
was  asked  to  recant  his  faith  in  Christ,  he 
said.  “For  86  years  I  have  been  his 
servant,  and  he  has  done  me  no  wrong; 
how  then  can  I  blaspheme  my  King  who 
saved  me?”  Polycarp  is  honored  as  a 
martyr/saint  on  February  23.  Who 
remembers  Philip? 

The  first  Caesar  who  welcomed  Christ 
an0  the  church  into  “politics”  was 
Constantine.  You  see,  Constantine  was 
scared.  He  faced  the  superior  forces  of 
Maxentius  nine  miles  north  of  Rome  at 
the  Mulvian  Bridge.  Scared  men 
sometimes  have  visions,  and  Constantine 
had  one.  The  dream  was  in  the  form  of  a 
banner  with  a  flaming  cross  on  it.  with 


Jack  Heacock 
the  words  “entoutoi  mika”  or  “in  the  sign 
conquer.”  Constantine  made  some  flags 
with  the  cross  on  it  and  proceeded  to  rout 
Maxentius  with  a  surprising  victory.  • 

Ever  since  Constantine,  the  emperors 
have  tried  to  get  the  support  of  the 
church  when  they  have  needed  the 
church;  and  still  want  the  church  to 
“Stay  out  of  politics”  if  their 
meddlesome  interest  in  the  little  people 
might  upset  the  interests  of  power. 

Adolph  Hitler  invited  the  church  to  join 
forces  for  a  super  race,  but  to  “Stay  out 
of  politics”  on  the  Jewish  question. 

The  Tsar  Nicholas  invited  the  chui*ch 
to  bless  the  power  and  privilege  df  White 
Russia  and  to  “Stay  out  of  politics” 
regarding  the  poor  peasants  of  Russia. 

Mussolini  invited  the  church  to  bless 
his  railroads  and  highways  and  fascism, 
but  to  “Stay  out  of  politics”  of  World  War 
II. 

What  the  Caesars  call  “politics,”  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  sometimes  calls  basic 
principles  of  human  justice  and  equity 
for  the  little  people.  And,  as  Saint  Peter 
argued  before  the  authorities  in 
Jerusalem,  “We  must  obey  God  rather 
than  men.” 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Jdck 
D.  Heacock,  is  pastor  of  First  UMC'  in 
Austin,  Texas  (Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


All  of  these  elements  were  present  in  “closed”  manner. 

Once  again:  There  is  no  petition 
to  stop  religious  broadcasting 


Two  views  of  ‘whole  Gospel’  offered 


Although  we  regret  the  necessity  of 
having  to  say  it  again,  judging  from  the 
number  of  church  newspaper  and 
newsletter  columns  we  have  read  in 
recent  weeks  exhorting  church  members 
to  “stop  Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  from 
stopping  religious  broadcasting,”  we  feel 
obligated  to  say  again :  The  whole  thing 
is  a  hoax. 

Some  local  churches  and  individuals 
continue  to  believe  the  unfounded  rumor 
—  which  first  surfaced  nearly  four  years 
ago  —  that  Ms.  O’Hair  has  petitioned  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
(FCC)  to  end  all  religious  broadcasting 
on  television. 

Along  with  the  rumor,  petitions  are 
being  passed  around  some  churches  and 
churchpersons  are  being  asked  to  write 


the  FCC  in  protest.  The  petitions  identify 
the  alleged  O’Hair  petition  as  "RM2493” 
—  which  is  a  long-dead  petition  on  the 
subject  filed  by  two  California  men  in  the 
summer  of  1975  and  promptly  rejected  by 
the  FCC.  '  * 

FCC  officials  recently  pointed  out  that 
they  have  received  more  mail  concerning 
his  non-existent  petition  than  they  have 
received  on  any  other  subject  in  the 
history  of  the  commission.  This  includes 
more  than  six  million  individual  pieces 
of  correspondence  and  petitions. 

Much  time  and  money  has  been  wasted 
on  this  rumor.  We  urge  United 
Methodists  to  expose  it  wherever  it 
arises. 

There  is  no  petition,  from  Ms.  O’Hair 
or  anyone  else,  on  this  subject. 


Conservation  is  a  Christian  duty 


Regardless  of  where  individual 
Christians  stand  on  the  issue  of  energy 
production  in  our  nation,  one  fact  is 
abundantly  clear:  Most  of  us  are  not 
doing  enough  in  the  area  of  conservation. 

Conserving  and  using  wisely  our 
natural,  God-given  resources  such  as 
energy  are  an  integral  part  of  Christian 
stewardship.  And  historically,  thriftiness 
in  the  use  of  God’s  bounty  has  been  a 
major  part  of  the  Wesleyan  way  of  life. 

Not  just  for  the  sake  of  the  energy 
crisis,  but  for  the  sake  of  our 
commitment  to  Christ,  we  urge  United 
Methodists  to  examine  their  habits  of 
consumption  and  prayerfully  consider 
where  conservation  can  better  take 
place. 

The  Rev.  Jack  Corbett  of  our 
denomination's  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  recently  estimated  that  if 
only  Christians  would  take  seriously  the 
needs  for  conservation,  energy 
consumption  in  our  nation  could  be 
reduced  by  as  much  as  ten  percent 
almost  over  night  (see  TM/UMR.  April 
13). 


Conservation  efforts  can  take  many 
forms,  but  we  urge  United  Methodists  to 
begin  by  considering  the  following 
covenant  suggested  in  the  resolution  on 
energy  adopted  by  the  1976  General 
Conference. 

•  Keep  household  thermostats 
reasonably  low  for  heating  and  reasonably 
high  for  cooling. 

•  Purchase  small  cars  that  get  better 
gas  mileage. 

•  Do  without  the  use  of  some  power 
driven  household  gadgetry. 

•  Whenever  possible,  use  a  direct  form 
of  energy,  such  as  natural  gas,  for 
operating  household  appliances. 

•  Walk,  cycle,  use  buses  and  subways, 
when  possible,  in  preference  over 
automobiles. 

•  Apply  insulation  to  homes  whenever 
feasible  to  reduce  the  energy  required 
for  heating  and  cooling. 


To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  the  article  headlined 
“Social  witness  backed”  in  your  March  9 
issue,  “The  coalition  for  the  whole 
gospel”  represents  nearly  everything 
that  is  wrong  with  Methodism  today. 

1.  Homosexuality  is  not  okay.  It  should 
be  condemned  for  the  abomination  it  is 

2.  Many  labor  unions  are  only  fanning 
the  flames  of  inflation  which  are 
consuming  the  American  monetary 
system  with  their  outrageous  demands 

3.  The  selective  service  system  must 
be  reactivated  to  insure  both  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  this  nation’s  first  line  of 
defense  against  communist  aggression 
which,  although  some  believe  otherwise, 
exists  in  reality. 

4.  School  desegregation  has  all  but 
ruined  our  public  school  systems.  High 
school  graduates  who  cannot  read? 
Surely  any  fool  can  see  the  shocking 
results!  Emphasis  should  be  placed  on 
education  and  not  some  idiotic  plan  to 
balance  the  races.  Set  the  people  truly 
free  and  give  them  back  the  right  of 
choice.'^ 

5.  When  minority  rights  are  defined  by 
arbitrary  law,  majority  rights  are 
equally  and  oppositely  affected.  The 
move  towards  “equal”  rights  for  all  will 
ultimately  end  with  no  rights  for  anyone. 

6.  The  same  principles  apply  to  the 
“open  housing”  acts  which,  in  reality, 
restrict  property  owners’  rights  to 
choose  tenants  or  buyers  for  their  own 
property. 

Finally.  I  seem  to  remember  a  once 
famous  communist  leader  predict  what 
our  fate  would  be  at  the  hands  of  his 
fellow  countrymen:  “We  will  bury  you.” 

I  sometimes  think  that  surely  the 
grave  has  been  dug  by  our  own  hands.  All 
that  is  left  is  for  us  to  lie  down  and  be 
covered  over.  s.  A.  Madison 

Lubbock.  Texas 

Only  ‘one’  Gospel 

To  the  Editor: 

I  liked  Mr.  Dunnam’s  answer  to  those 


:jauii:iia:i 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland.  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller;  Cecil 
Copeland,  Data  Processing;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Debbie  Christian, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
Kay  Fielder,  Assistant  Editor, 
Editorial:  Clyde  Chesnutt  and  Bud 
Herron,  Associate  Editors;  Sharon 
Mielke,  Senior  Staff  Writer;  Pat 
Sites,  Staff  Writer;  Otto  Nall, 
Contributing  Editor;  Production: 
Bill  Sybert.  General  Manager, 
TM/UMR  Productions;  George 
Wilhelm,  Printing  Plant  Manager. 

Thr  l  nit*!  Methodist  Reporter  <  l  SPS954540  >  is 
owned  b>  the  l  niled  Methodist  C  onferences  of 
Tesas  and  published  tseekls  by  the  Newspaper 
Division  of  the  l  niled  Methodist  Communications 
Council.  2320  W  Commerce  St.  Dallas,  Texas 
75212.  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  Ihe  Texas 
Methodist  newspaper  The  Reporter  maintains  no 
official  relationship  to  Ihe  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  to  any  of  the 
denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies,  but 
does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for  39  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  which  publish 
special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  United  Methodism's 
membership  Kditorial  opinions  expressed  are  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  publisher,  but  represent 
Ihe  opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff 
Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the 
Reporter  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222 
Phone:  [214]  630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes.] 

Individual  subscriptions  S6.U0  per  year  for 
national  edition,  rates  for  Annual  Conference  edi 
lions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more  subscriptions  to 
the  national  edition,  available  upon  request 
Second  Class  postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas 
POSTMASTER  Please  send  address  changes  to 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222 


‘Sermpns  that  made  difference’ 

Sermon  on  global  human  needs 
cracked  through  my  hard  shell 


By  DAVID  E.  MALY 
Fohl  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
Navarre,  Ohio 

It’s  been  three  years  ago  now,  that  I  sat 
listening  to  Harry  Haines,  and  watching 
this  man  stand  at  the  pulpit  and  pour  out 
his  heart  about  what  he  had  seen  in  his 
miles  of  travel  for  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  I  watched  through 
tears  that  were  forming  in  my  eyes,  for 
through  Harry  Haines,  the  Lord  was 
cracking  my  toughened  shell. 

At  the  conference,  almost  against  my 
will,  listening  to  all  the  people  who 
bleated  the  same  old  lines  each  year, 
bored  and  ready  to  spend  an  evening  with 
my  family  enjoying  the  vacation  spot  I 
loved,  I  was  shamed  into  going  by  a  man 
who  knew  Harry  personally,  but  I  was 
convinced  I  would  not  be  moved  in  any 
way. 

Harry  was  low  key  that  night,  as  he 
always  seems  to  be,  but  he  began  to 
quietly  share  a  terror  that  he  saw  almost 
every  day  of  his  life  —  hunger  and 
despair.  He  described  standing  and 
watching  millions  of  people,  with  bodies 
racked  by  disease  and  starvation, 
standing  in  lines  for  8  or  more  hours,  to 
get  handfuls  of  rice  to  keep  their  family 
alive  one  more  day  in  Bangladesh.  He 
told  of  his  visit  to  India,  and  described  a 
walk  along  the  .street  in  the  morning, 
watching  the  death  wagon  pick  up  the 
discarded  bodies,  much  like  our  cities 
remove  the  plastic  bags  of  trash. 

My  shell  was  cracking,  and  I  was 
opening  up  to  the  Lord,  almost  against 
my  will.  The  last  vestiges  of  my 
resistance  were  blown  away  when 


Harry,  in  that  quiet  yet  plaintive  voice, 
began  to  describe  his  visit  to  Mother 
Theresa  in  India’s  worst  slum  of  decay 
and  hopelessness.  Mother  Theresa,  the 
very  presence  of  Jesus  Christ, 
ministering  in  pure,  totally  self-giving 
love  to  the  dying  and  unwanted  infants 
and  old  people  of  India. 

When  Harry  told  of  her  simple 
statement  of  profound  faith,  “Look 
Harry,  can’t  you  see  the  face  of  Christ  in 
their  faces?”  and  when  he  confessed 
that  he  was  overwhelmed  with  sobs  of 
remorse,  I,  too,  was  overcome  and  laid 
bare  before  the  Lord. 

No  longer  could  I  sit  to  a  meal  without 
remembering  where  I  had  been  with 
Harry  Haines.  I  came  back  to  my 
comfortable  suburban  church  with  a 
vision  that  somehow  we  must  do 
something.  From  that  vision,  came  a  six- 
month  involvement  in  a  one  day  a  week 
fast  for  our  family  and  a  number  of  the 
people  of  our  church. 

Harry  Haines,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and 
through  the  gift  of  a  simple  and  yet 
totally  potent  sermon,  had  altered  my 
thinking  for  all  time,  and  how  I  covet  for 
the  Lord,  that  everyone  of  us  would  be 
able  to  hear  just  once,  this  servant  of 
God.  as  he  calls  us  to  change  and  destroy 
the  walls  that  try  to  make  me 
comfortable  in  the  face  of  world  wide 
terror  of  hunger. 

Several  weeks  ago,  TM/UMR  invited 
readers  to  write  essays  telling  of 
"sermons  that  made  a  difference"  in 
their  lives. 

This  article  is  one  of  the  more  than  300 
replies  we  received. 


who  condemn  social  action  in  the  April  6 
issue.  Another  answer  is  to  plead  for  the 
FULL  GOSPEL  —  personal  and  social  — 
one  and  inseparable.  To  define  the 
“identity  crisis”  in  terms  of  personal 
salvation  alone  is  to  live  only  half  of  the 
Christian  faith.  It  is  like  short-circuiting 
a  current  of  electricity  to  lamps  to  light 
the  darkness  or  to  motors  to  move  the 
world. 

Social  activists  are  not  blameless.  We 
have  assumed  that  all  understood  the 
central  theme  of  Christianity  to  be  in 
Christ’s  commandment  of  LOVE.  We 
failed  to  teach  clearly  that  love  requires 
an  object  .  .  .  that  the  only  way  to  love 
God  is  to  love  persons,  each  one. 
deserved  or  not  (Agape). 

Tim  Boyles’  letter  is  an  illustration  of 
this  misunderstanding.  He  wrote  that  the 
primary  goal  of  the  church  is  “to  help 
people  make  sense  out  of  life  ...  to  give 
it  meaning.”  Good  but  too  vague.  Jesus 
made  clear  the  meaning  of  life  in  his 
commandment  —  “Thou  Shalt  Love.”  As 
I  see  it,  the  hierarchy  of  our  church  and 
we  social  activists  have  assumed  this 
was  understood  by  all  our  people.  This 
was  our  mistake.  As  a  result  many 
followers  in  the  local  church  are  easy 
prey  for  the  worldly  forces  which  cannot 
abide  this  teaching  in  action.  It  was  these 
same  forces  of  power  and  wealth  that 
hung  Jesus  on  the  cross.  Today,  as  ever, 
they  seek,  consciously  or  subconsciously, 
to  stifle  His  message  in  his  own  church 
by  promising  pie-in-the-sky  religion, 
simple  answers  and  by  short-circuiting 
any  meaningful  action  for  civil  rights, 
full  employment,  disarmament  or  world 
peace. 

Our  secular  enemies  seek  to  divide  and 
conquer  us.  We  are  vulnerable  because 
we  are  pluralistic,  having  a  wide 
divergence  of  beliefs.  What  we  all  have  in 
common  is  obedience  to  the  Master’s 
command  to  love.  On  that  we  can  and 
must  unite.  .  , 

Arder  R.  McAllister 
Medina,  New  York 

Against  designation 

To  the  Editor: 

The  New  York  Annual  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  at  its  recent 
meeting,  voted  its  unanimous  dis¬ 
approval  of  the  position  advocated  by 
TM/UMR  on  the  issue  of  “designated 
giving”  in  terms  of  World  Service.  We 
feel  that  this  action  would  break  one  of 
the  strengths  of  our  connectional  system 
and  would  leave  corporate  action, 
democratically  arrived  at  via  a  system 
of  representation,  at  the  whim  of  small 
groups. 

Our  church  at  all  levels  of  its  operation 
from  local  church  up  allows  for 
considerable  diversity  of  opinion  on  an 
issue  and  provides  for  other  points  of 
view  being  expressed  and  ultimate 
redress  by  change  of  representatives  on 
the  boards  and  agencies.  To  encourage 
withholding  as  an  expression  of 
discontent  would  do  great  disservice, 
particularly  as  it  reaches  down  to  every 
local  church. 

As  editor,  we  respect  your  right  to  lift 
up  such  a  significant  issue  and  to  express 
a  point  of  view.  However,  to  use 
TM/UMR  as  a  means  of  promoting  this 
point  of  view  —  that  would  further 
fragment  our  witness  —  is  to  do  a 
disservice  to  the  conferences  that  have 
bought  into  TM/UMR  as  a  way  of 
interpreting  the  wholeness  of  our  church. 

The  Advance  program  gives  any 
church  ample  opportunity  to  support 
favorite  projects  after  it  has  expressed 
its  corporate  Christian  mission  through 
the  World  Service  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Raymond  Denton 
Rye,  New  York 

Designation  is  right 

To  the  Editor: 

What  is  wrong  with  “designated 
giving?"  As  pacifists  my  husband  and  I 
have  refused  to  invest  in  government 
bonds,  which  go  mainly  for  military 
expenses,  or  in  stocks  in  companies 
whose  main  source  of  income  is  for  the 
military.  Why  should  leaders  of  our 
church  want  to  deny  individuals  the  right 


to  give  by  conscience?  I  reserve  the  right 
to  do  my  own  thinking,  and  I  insist  that 
other  people  have  the  same  right.  This  is 
an  inalienable  right  of  a  Protestant  in  a 
democracy.  Why  should  a  bishop  or  a 
United  Methodist  board  substitute  for  the 
pope  in  authority  for  Protestants? 

Until  recently  we  have  always  been 
aligned  with  the  liberals  in  church 
because  we  are  pacifists  (my  husband 
spent  3Vi  years  in  a  Conscientious 
Objectors’  camp  during  WW II ) ;  we  have* 
been  involved  in  interracial  activities; 
and  we  have  taken  an  active  interest  in 
foreign  students.  During  much  of  his 
adult  life,  my  husband  has  been  either 
chairman  or  on  the  Christian  Social 
Concerns  committee,  and  yet  he  has 
defended  the  right  of  conservative 
members  not  to  give  to  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  if  they  disagree  with  its 
policy.  (Right  now,  as  pacifists,  we 
object  to  its  recent  action  in  Africa.) 
During  the  war  I  turned  away  from  the 
evangelical  church  of  my  childhood 
because  not  many  people  in  it  were 
understanding  of  my  pacifist  position; 
now  evangelicals  have  concerns. 

In  recent  years,  however,  we  have 
been  alarmed  by  the  intolerance  ofj 
liberals.  They  are  tolerant  only  of  people 
who  are  more  liberal  than  they,  not  more 
conservative  or  more  evangelical.  I  was 
shocked  at  a  United  Methodist 
conference  several  years  ago  to  have 
many  people  willing  to  accept 
homosexuals  but  condemning  my 
youngest  daughter  because  she  was 
working  for  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ. 
It  is  amazing  to  me  that  the  same  people 
who  want  to  boycott  grapes,  lettuce  and 
Nestle’s  products  cannot  understand 
“designated  giving.” 

My  husband  and  I  believe  that  people 
should  be  as  individually  responsible  in 
their  benevolence  giving  as  they  are  in 
their  other  spending.  How  can  Christians 
in  good  conscience  give  to  a  cause  which 
they  believe  is  wrong?  We  soon  drop  a 
stock  broker  who  cannot  remember  that 
we  will  not  invest  in  any  industry  which 
is  mainly  supported  by  the  military  or 
the  liquor  interests.  We  insist  on  the 
same  right  to  make  decisions  of  how  our 
benevolence  money  is  spent.  If  we  want 
that  right  for  ourselves,  we  cannot  deny 


it  for  others,  even  if  some  of  the  liberal 
causes  we  believe  in  are  not  supported 

Marjorie  King  Garrison 
Pasadena,  California 

Article  in  error 

To  the  Editor: 

We  appreciate  the  news  service  which 
is  rendered  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  through  TM/UMR.  Thus,  dur 
staff  reads  the  weekly  editions  with  great 
attentiveness! 

This  attentiveness  has  brought  to  our 
attention  one  minor  mistake  in  the 
reporting  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries 
(TM/UMR,  March  23).  The  action  of  the 
council  pertaining  to  the  Missional 
Priority  Fund  for  1981-1984  was  .  to 
recommend  that  it  BE  AT  LEAST  $5 
MILLION  ANNUALLY.  Your  report 
carried  different  words,  which 
dramatically  change  the  intent  of  the 
council’s  action. 

This  letter  is  meant  to  bring  this  error 
to  your  attention.  The  proposal  that  came 
to  the  plenary  from  the  Unit  or>PirioriUes 
and  Quadrennial  Programs  was 
amended  to  read  as  is  quoted  above. 

Norman  E.  Dewire 
Dayton,  Ohio 

What  we’ve  missed 

To  the  Editor: 

Someday,  after  you  and  I  have  died 
and  gone  to  heaven,  church  historians 
will  ask,  “What  are  the  issues  United 
Methodism  should  have  addressed  in;the 
1970’s?”  When  their  list  is  completed  it 
will  include  the  following  items : 

1.  Ownership  of  ministry  by  con¬ 
gregations  ; 

2.  Agreement  about  the  level  •  of 
primary  church  programming; 

3.  Motivation  of  the  clergy  ;for 
ministry; 

4.  Strengthening  and  extending  .  the 
public  image  of  Methodism  at  all  levels ; 

5.  Clarification  and  enforcement  of  the 
church’s  expectation  of  its  genefal 
agencies  and  episcopal  leaders; 

6.  Evaluation  and  improvement  of  the 
church’s  funding  practices; 

7.  Understanding  of  God’s  call  to 
ministry. 

Maybe,  before  it  is  too  late,  someone 
will  respond.  Frank  Lewis  McRae 
Memphis,  Tennessee 
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EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Olmsted  Manor  Adult 
Retreat  and  Renewal  Center.  Ludlow,  Pa 
Administrative  planning,  other  responsibilities. 

W  Pa  Conference  Salary  negotiable.  Resumes  by 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 
with  Dr  Charles  L.  Allen.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  901  Clay  St..  Houston.  Tex  77002 

Mav  20  to  Dr  Robert  C  Siess,  223  Fourth  Avenue, 
Pittsburgh.  Pa  15222.  Phone  (4121562-1570 

FLY  TO  SOUTH  AMERICA  Visit  5  countries  on 

HIGHLY  SKILLED  AND  EXPERIENCED 
COUPLE  desire  program  management  position  at 
conference  center  Respond  Resident,  2503  Barclay 

congenial  group.  Leave  from  Los  Angeles  June  20. 
1979  Write  or  phone  Dale  Baker,  Pastor.  Box  60, 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950  (  408)372  5875 

Drive.  Nashville.  Tenn,  37206 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  or 
Minister  of  Education  Wide-open  program 
opportunity.  Metropolitan  Area  church  of  1100 
members  Salary  and  housing  negotiable  at  vour 
present  salary  level  Contact:  J  Vance  Eastridge. 
3800  Davton  Blvd.  Chattanooga.  Tenn  37415. 
(6151677-3356 

Coral  Gables.  Fla  .  has  been  sold  The  new  owner 
says.  “The  organ  does  not  fit  into  our  needs"  This 
beautiful  2-manual  organ  with  its  25-note 
( J  C.Deagan)  graduated  tubler  chimes  and  5  sets.’of 
reeds,  included  in  its  magnificent  registration  Now 
available  at  a  fraction  of  its  replacement  cost 
Interested0  Contact:  E.E.  Gannaway.  238  Apache 
Street.  Tavernier.  Fla  33070  Phone  (305)852-5767., 

YOUTH  WORKER  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
DIRECTOR  position  available  June  1  in  smaller 
community  on  suburban  fringe  of  the  Twin  Cities. 
Salary  $7  10.000/year  Send  resume:  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church.  710-8th  St..  Farmington,  Minn. 
55024 

FOR  SALE:  1968  Chevrolet  28-passenger  bus  New 

G  M  350  engine.  Tires  good  Perfect  for  youth 
groups  Road  Ready  $4500  Call  <214)874-5656.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Corsicana.  Tex. 

ONE  SET  MAAS  Cathedral  Chimes.  Unit  »421HO. 
Serial  No  7669. 110  V.  21  chimes  11324  Russell  Drive. 
Balch Springs.  Tex.  75180.  <214)288-7555. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PLACEMENT  SERVICES  for 
multiple  service  child  welfare  agency  related  to  the 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  Must  have  Master  of 

Social  Work  degree  and  significant  experience  in 
supervision.  Extensive  experience  in  placement 
services  required.  Responsible  for  small  residential 
treatment  center,  group  homes,  specialized  foster 
homes  and  management  team  participation  in  a 
dynamic  voluntary  agency  Salary  open,  but  expect 
to  employ  person  to  qualify  for  $18,000  to  $21,000 
annual  rate/  Send  resume  to  Lake  Bluff/Chicago 
Homes  for  Children.  1661  N  Northwest  Highway. 
Park  Ridge.  Ill  60068 

HEIFER  PROJECT  INTERNATIONAL  seeks 
experienced  finance  director  to  receive  and  disburse 
funds,  insure  proper  accounting,  prepare  budgets 
and  financial  reports  and  provide  financial 
management  Send  resume  to:  P.O.  Box  808.  Little 
Rock.  Ark  72203 

EXCITING  1200-MEMBER  SUBURBAN  CHURCH 
in  lovely  Tampa  Bay  Area  seeks  fulltime  D.C.E. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PLANNED  GIVING  for  child 
welfare  ministry  of  Northern  Illinois  Conference. 

Jenkins.  Temple  Terrace  United  Methodist  Church. 
5030  E  Busch  Blvd  .  Tampa  Fla  33617  <813)988-4141 

raising  for  services  to  children,  with  an  emphasis 
upon  deferred  giving  such  as  trusts,  annuities,  wills 
and  bequests  Seek  high-energy,  well-organized, 
bright  person  who  relates  immediately  and  well  to 
almost  anyone,  and  can  make  a  commitment  to 
serving  troubled  children  by  securing  funds  for  a 
church  related  child  welfare  ministry  That  ministry 
includes  an  institution,  group  homes,  and  foster 
families,  but  at  least  half  of  its  resources  support 
child  advocacy,  preventive  and  early  intervention 
services  Send  resume  to  I^ke  Bluff/Chicago 
Homes  for  Children,  1661  N  Northwest  Highway, 
Park  Ridge.  Ill  60068 

RETIRED  MINISTER  VISITATION  needed  Live  in 
Rio  Grande  Valley  Salary  negotiable  -Visit 
prospective  members,  hospital,  shut-ins.  rest  homes, 
etc  800-member  church  Send  resume  and  picture-to 

P  PR  Committee.  St  Mark  United  MethAdJst 
Church.  301  Pecan,  McAllen.  Tex.  78501  Phone 
<512)682-1229 

17-DAYS  VISITING  HUNGARY.  Rumania. 
Bulgaria.  Yugoslavia.  Switzerland.  Depart  D31fas 
June  9th  First  class  hotels,  scenic  overland  routes. 
Bess  Loudermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Tex  7520$r  > 
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Hasty  goodbyes  may 
leave  lasting  scars 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 
“Saying  ‘Hello’  and  saying 
‘Goodbye’  may  be  the  two  major 
learning  tasks  all  humans  need  to 
accomplish.” 

—John  Hughes.  Psychologist 
Take  it  from  an  old  “thistle-runner” 
from  ’way  back:  running  full-tilt 
through  life’s  thistles  is  not  the  best 
way  to  get  them  behind  you.  They’ll 
not  only  tear  you  to  shreds;  they’ll 
also  leave  lasting  scars. 

Roy  Oswald,  an  Episcopal  priest, 
has  written  a  long  essay  called 
“Running  Through  the  Thistles”  for 
the  Alban  Institute  about  how  pastors 
and  congregations  can  best  say 
goodbye  to  one  another  when  it’s  time 
for  the  pastor  to  move  on.  Short  cuts 
through  the  grief  and  pain  of 
separation,  he  contends,  just  won’t 
work.  Only  by  facing  up  to  what’s 
happening  and  working  through  it 
together  can  pastor  and  parish  alike 
look  forward  to  a  bright  future  apart. 

Mr.  Oswald  knows  all  about  both 
thistles  and  about  separation.  He  has 
vivid  childhood  memories  of  clutching 
his  older  brothers’  hands,  closing  his 
eyes  and  running  full  speed  in  bare 
feet  across  20  feet  of  thistles  to  get 
home  in  time  for  dinner. 

As  a  parish  rector,  he  recalls  using 
a  similar  let’s-get-it-over-with  hasty 
exit  procedure  that  left  both  him  and 
his  congregation  with  “briars”  in 
their  feet  on  the  other  side  —  “briars” 


transition  period,  he  recommends 
first  making  a  list  of  persons  in  the 
congregation  who  need  special 
attention:  (1)  Who  needs  attention 
because  our  relationship  has  been 
troubled?  (2)  Whom  should  I  visit 
personally  to  say  “goodbye”  or 
“thank  you”  or  “I’m  sorry”?  (3) 
Whom  should  I  write  to?  (4)  Which 
groups  should  I  drop  in  on  before 
leaving? 

Talking  strictly  to  those  departing 
pastors,  he  urges  them  to  be  specific  : 
“Where  will  you  get  support  to  deal 
with  your  personal  grief  and  anxiety? 
Where  will  your  family  get  that 
support?”  he  asks.  “And  how  will  you 
convey  to  the  congregation  your  joys 
and  disappointments  during  your 
sojourn  with  them?  How  will  you  elicit 
their  candid  assessment  of  both  your 
strengths  and  weaknesses  as  a  pastor 
to  them?” 

Congregations  can  do  some 
productive  grief  work,  he  maintains, 
if  they  plan  a  meaningful  yet  realistic 
celebration  of  the  life  they  and  their 
pastor  have  shared.  A  humorous  yet 
realistic  “This  is  your  life.  George” 
approach  can  go  far,  he  says,  to 
affirm  both  the  “ups  and  downs”  of  a 
time  together. 

At  the  end  of  “Running  Through  the 
Thistles,”  the  author  adds  a  taped 
case  study  of  a  termination  in 
retrospect  between  a  pastor  who  was 
leaving  a  parish  in  Ohio  and  a 
consultant  who  stayed  on  to  become 


In  wake  of  tornadoes 
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Churches  seek  relief 


The  ‘thistle-patch approach’ 

leaves  ‘briars’ in  the  soul 


It’s  clean-up  time  at  UM  camps 

LOUDONVILLE,  Ohio  —  It’s  clean-up  time  at  Camp  Wesley  —  and  at  numerous 
other  United  Methodist  camps  across  the  nation  —  as  the  church’s  camping  season 
draws  near.  Youth  from  Canal  Lewisville  UMC  (above)  are  assisting  with  the  spring 
cleaning  at  the  East  Ohio  conference  assembly  ground,  a  week-end  project  they  have 
undertaken  for  several  years. 


DONNA  DOLICK  PHOTO 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

WICHITA  FALLS,  Texas  -  Appeals 
for  funds  from  United  Methodist 
congregations  across  the  denomination 
were  being  made  here  last  week  after  a 
series  of  tornadoes  took  the  lives  of  at 
least  44  persons,  injured  some  700  others 
and  left  up  to  20,000  homeless  in  Wichita 
Falls,  Vernon  and  Lawton,  Okla. 

With  at  least  three  United  Methodists 
dead  and  two  UM  churches  virtually 
destroyed,  North  Texas  conference  UM 
pastors  were  meeting  here  Tuesday  as 
part  of  an  interfaith  disaster  response 
team  to  help  channel  funds  expected 
from  church  persons  across  the  nation, 
according  to  the  Rev.  William 
Stephenson,  disaster  relief  coordinator 
for  the  UMC’s  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area. 

Some  200  church  volunteers  were  being 
trained  this  week  by  staff  members  of 
the  Small  Business  Administration  to 
assist  tornado  victims  in  filling  out  aid 
applications.  And  virtually  all  church 
buildings  which  were  not  struck  by  the 
disaster  were  opened  for  emergency 
care.  Dr.  Stephenson  told  TM/UMR 
following  an  on-site  inspection  here  last 
week. 

Wesley  UMC  and  El  Buen  Pastor  UMC 
were  almost  toally  destroyed  by  the 
disaster,  which  caused  an  estimated  $75 
to  $100  million  in  property  damage  in 
Wichita  Falls  and  has  been  declared  a 
federal  disaster.  First  UMC  casualties 
included  two  deaths  and  40  injured,  one 
critically.  Dr.  Stephenson  said.  Floral 
Heights  UMC  reported  one  death  and 
many  injuries,  as  well  as  near  or  total 
destruction  of  the  homes  of  four  staff 
members. 


;•  of  powerful  emotions  not  dealt  with. 

Just  as  in  death,  there  are  stages  of 
;•  terminating  such  a  relationship,  he 
says.  And  he  would  undoubtedly  say 
that’s  true  whether  the  congregation 
is  Episcopalian  and  calls  its  pastor  or 
!•  United  Methodist  and  receives  a 
pastor  appointed  by  a  bishop. 

Reporting  on  an  Alban  Institute 
study  of  clergy  termination  styles, 
Mr.  Oswald  says  most  pastors  and 
parishioners  have  established  closer 
relationships  than  they  may  realize. 

Pastors  often  realize  that  there  will 
be  pain  involved  —  but  they  deal  with 
it  by  “getting  it  over  with.”  In  their 
new  appointments,  they  may 
experience  fatigue,  despondency, 
even  depression  because  they  didn’t 
take  time  to  grieve  over  the  loss  of  all 
they  left  behind. 

Congregations  sometimes  don’t 
realize  what  they’re  experiencing,  the 
■  Institute  study  showed.  They  carry 
grtef  over  a  former  longtime  pastor 
into  the  tenure  of  a  new  pastor.  They 
tell  endless  stories  about  the  former 
pastor  and  “how  it  was  then.” 
Sometimes  they  turn  a  new  person 
into  an  interim  pastor  who  soon  leaves 
in  frustration,  hurt  and  disappoint- 
■  ment.  Occasionally,  congregational 
leaders  may  even  become 
•  immobilized,  unable  to  make 
decisions  under  new  leadership. 

“It’s  impossible  to  stuff  powerful 
feelings  down  inside,  paint  a  smile  on 
the  face  and  come  out  the  other  side 
feeling  whole  or  good  about 
ourselves,”  Mr.  Oswald  states. 

Laying  prime  responsibility  on  a 
departing  pastor  for  easing  the 


interim  pastor.  The  two  recall  the 
denial  which  took  place  on  the  part  of 
both  pastor  and  congregation.  Some 
members  indirectly  expressed  anger, 
the  two  remembered,  for  being 
“deserted.”  Others  “denied”  by 
immediately  making  plans  to  see  the 
pastor  next  year  on  vacation  or  to 
insist  that  “of  course  you’ll  come  back 
to  marry  my  daughter  Susie.” 

The  pastor  suffered  real  stress  — 
including  depression  and  dizzy  spells 
—  he  recalled,  partly  caused  by  all  the 
things  he’d  left  undone. 

Ultimately,  Mr.  Oswald  concludes, 
relationships  can  best  be  terminated 
when  they’re  dealt  with  openly, 
honestly  and  lovingly.  It’s  too  bad  the 
church  has  avoided  the  reality  of 
clergy/congregation  termination,  he 
says.  He  calls  for  rituals  or  liturgies  of 
farewell  such  as  one  included  in 
“Ritual  in  a  New  Day:  An  Invitation” 
(Abingdon,  1976),  a  United  Methodist 
publication. 

Taking  leave  can  be  stressful  and 
anxious  or  rich  and  meaningful  is  the 
message  Roy  Oswald  brings  to 
pastors  and  congregations  alike.  One 
thing  he’s  clear  about:  “I  don’t  want 
to  use  the  thistle  patch  approach”  to 
leaving. 

With  his  help  UM  congregations 
facing  that  particular  patch  at  annual 
conference  time  this  summer  may 
avoid  at  least  some  of  the  briars. 


“Running  Through  the  Thistles  — 
terminating  a  ministerial  relationship 
with  a  parish”  by  Roy  M.  Oswald.  The 
Alban  Institute,  Inc.,  1978,  $2.50. 


By  religion  editors 

Less  secrecy  seen  in  the  church 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  There’s  still 
secrecy  in  the  church,  but  probably  less 
than  a  decade  or  two  ago. 

That  consensus  emerged  from  three 
religion  editors  on  a  panel  at  the  50th 
anniversary  convention  here  of  the 
Religious  Public  Relations  Council. 

Richard  Ostling  of  Time  Magazine  said 
there  is  probably  more  secrecy  in  the 
church  than  the  membership  is  aware  of, 
but  “on  the  whole  there  is  less  secrecy" 
than  some  years  ago. 

In  some  contrast,  Mr.  Ostling  said  he 
detected  a  rise  of  “defensiveness” 
(which  he  distinguished  from  “secrecy”) 
in  other  mainstream  U.S.  denominations 
in  recent  years. 

Because  of  what  he  called  the  “sieve 
theory”  of  institutional  information,  Mr. 
Ostling  observed  that  it  is  probably  in 
their  own  best  interests  for  church 
leaders  to  be  open  with  the  press. 
Besides,  he  said,  “it  is  right,  God’s  will 
and  justifiable  for  the  people  to  know 
what  is  going  on.” 

Offering  a  similar  view  was  Marjorie 
Hyer  of  the  Washington  Post.  “Not  only 
is  secrecy  in  the  church  imprudent;  it’s 
downright  impossible,”  she  suggested, 
adding  that  “secrecy  in  the  church  is  a 
problem  for  the  church,  not  for  the 
press.” 

She  said  that  for  “some  personnel 
issues,”  secrecy  may  be  “necessary,” 
but  suggested  that  such  cases  are  “few 
and  far  between.”  The  relevant  question, 
she  said,  is  whether  secrecy  is  being 
advanced  “in  the  interest  of  the 
individual  or  the  institution.” 

Kenneth  Briggs  of  the  New  York  Times 


said  he  finds  a  “great  deal  of  openness 
among  religious  institutions,”  and  that 
the  situation  is  “basically  positive  and  I 
think  better”  and  “more  professional”  in 
recent  years. 

Mr.  Briggs  called  “religious 
institutions  .  .  .  relatively  new  areas  of 
real  coverage  by  the  press.”  In  the  wake 
of  this  increasing  attention,  he  said,  the 
initial  tendency  of  “many  religious 
institutions”  was  to  “run  and  hide.” 

Characterizing  religion  journalists  in 
general,  Mr.  Briggs  spoke  of  their 
“toughness  with  sensitivity,”  and 
suggested  that  “by  and  large  religion 
reporters  have  a  fairly  sympathetic  view 
of  religious  institutions." 


After  the  panelists’  comments, 
members  of  the  audience  responded. 

Martha  Man,  director  of  the  news 
service  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  formerly  religion  editor  of  The 
Dallas  Times  Herald,  said  “frequently,  I 
do  think  the  church  gets  in  its  own  way 
when  dealing  with  the  media.” 

W.  C.  Fields,  assistant  to  the  executive 
secretary  and  director  of  public  relations 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
suggested  that  a  “reputation  for 
integrity  demands  openness,”  and  said 
one  of  his  major  tasks  over  the  years  has 
been  to  educate  other  Southern  Baptist 
executives  about  the  U.S.  media’s  role, 
procedures  and  responsibilities. 


the  church  today 


People  in  the  news... 


Just  beginning  to  fly 

Claude  Hardy  is  just  beginning  to 
fly  —  and  he’s  81  years  old.  Since 
retiring  from  active  service  at  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  in  Helena, 
Mont.,  he  designs,  builds  and  flies 
some  of  the  most  unusual  kites  ever 
seen.  He  says  he  likes  to  fly  a  kite 
because  there  is  a  certain  challenge  to 
getting  it  into  the  air. 

More  on  “Can-you-top-this?” 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Hurst,  Texas  claims  to  be  the 
“liveliest”  in  town.  The  church  staff 
boasts  that  it  is  "lively,”  “gaye,” 
“jolly,"  “smiley,”  and  has  “joy”  in 
its  midst,  according  to  secretary  Elsie 
Collins.  The  Rev.  Lively  Brown  is 
senior  minister  and  Gaye  is  his  wife. 
Jolly  Brown  is  business  manager; 
Henry  Smiley,  director  of  music 
ministries;  and  Joy  Pemberton, 
receptionist. 


Claude  Hardy  with  one  of  his  unusual  kites. 


UM-related  campus 

Faculty  strike  settled  at  Boston  University 


National  Family  Week  set 
as  Alcohol  Awareness  Week 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  -  Believing  that 
“the  best  defense  is  a  good  offense"  the 
American  Council  on  Alcohol  Problems 
has  set  National  Family  Week,  May  6-13, 
1979  as  Alcohol  Awareness  Week  to  help 
dramatize  the  plight  of  families  suffering 
from  the  results  of  alcohol  related 
sickness  or  accidents. 

In  announcing  this  new  program  as  a 
national  effort,  Dr.  J.  Wesley  Farr,  of 
San  Jose,  Calif.,  project  director,  stated, 
“Our  slogan  will  be,  ‘Alcohol  Problems 
Are  Family  Affairs!’  and  ‘It’s  A  Matter 
Of  Life  and  Death’  ”  The  people  of 
America,  he  said,  are  being  challenged 
to  observe  the  week  as  “Drink-Free."  “It 
will  give  families  who  have  some 
concern  over  their  use  of  alcohol  a 
chance  to  test  the  degree  of  dependency 
already  achieved.” 

The  American  Council  on  Alcohol 
Problems,  with  affiliates  in  41  states,  is 
primarily  concerned  with  the  prevention 
of  alcohol  problems  by  education, 
motivation  and  legislation. 

Youth  weekend  scheduled 
at  1980  General  Conference 

INDIANAPOLIS  (UMC)  -  Plans  are 
underway  to  have  youth  from  across  the 
United  Methodist  Church  attend  the 
General  Conference  sessions  here  April 
15-25, 1980. 

Board  of  Discipleship  staff  member 
Don  Cottrill  said  initial  plans  call  for 
providing  housing,  orientation  sessions, 
feed-back  opportunities  and  time  for 
fellowship,  worship  and  sharing. 

He  said  special  efforts  will  be  made  to 
have  youth  visit  the  conference  over  the 
middle  weekend  of  the  two-week 
meeting.  This  would  provide  opportunity 
for  them  to  see  the  conference  in 
business  sessions,  legislative  sessions, 
and  would  also  allow  them  to  participate 


in  major  events  such  as  worship 
services,  celebration  of  the  Bicentennial 
of  the  Church  School  and  “Indiana 
Night.” 

“The  purpose  of  our  program  is  to 
expose  youth  to  the  highest  legislative 
body  of  their  church  and  to  reflect  on  that 
process,”  he  said.  “It  will  also  give  youth 
an  opportunity  to  meet  and  know  other 
youth  from  across  the  church.  ” 

Family  life  seen  major 
thrust  of  chaplaincy 

WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  The 
“Family  Life  Ministry”  represents  “a 
major  thrust  of  today’s  chaplaincy,”  in 
terms  of  time,  human  power  and 
resources,  says  the  Army  Chief  of 
Chaplains,  Major  Gen.  Orris  Kelly. 

Writing  in  the  March  Information 
Letter  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of 
Chaplains,  the  United  Methodist  minister 
notes  that  since  the  formal  organization 
of  Army  “Family  Life  Centers”  six  years 
ago,  nearly  30  have  been  developed  “to 
meet  and  minister  to  the  emerging  needs 
of  people  in  the  Army .  ’  ’ 

Soil  Stewardship  Week  to 
be  celebrated  May  20-27 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  Soil 
Stewardship  Week,  which  has  its  origins 
in  the  centuries-old  tradition  of  thanking 
God  and  asking  his  blessings  for  the  gifts 
of  nature,  will  be  celebrated  across  the 
nation,  May  20-27. 

Theme  of  the  1979  celebration  is 
“Interdependence.”  It  is  expressed  by 
the  scriptural  verse:  “Behold  how  good 
and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to 
dwell  together  in  unity !  ”  (Psalm  133:1). 

Soil  Conservation  Week  is  an 
outgrowth  of  the  traditional  religious 
Rogation  Day,  which  can  be  traced  back 
to  at  least  the  5th  century  as  a  Christian 
observance.  It  was  a  time  set  aside  to 
thank  God  and  ask  for  his  blessings  for  a 
boutiful  crop  that  year,  free  from 
plagues  and  other  disasters. 


As  Wichita  Falls  congregations  such  as 
those  at  University  UMC  and  First  UMC 
rallied  to  assist  the  victims,  Dr. 
Stephenson  reported  that  all  immediate 
emergency  needs  are  being  met  and 
supplies  are  adequate.  The  big  need,  he 
said,  will  be  for  longterm  financial  aid. 
At  press  time  no  official  request  had  been 
submitted  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  pending 
a  final  assessment  of  need. 

But  he  urged  congregations  to  take 
special  offerings  immediately  and  send 
funds  to  their  annual  conference 
treasurers  earmarked  for  the  Wichita 
Falls  disaster  response.  Dr  Stephenson, 
who  is  also  disaster  response  officer  for 
the  Texas  Conference  of  Churches,  noted 
that  funds  may  also  be  sent  to  that 
organization,  designated  for  the  Wichita 
Falls  Tornado  Disaster,  2704  Rio  Grande 
#9,  Austin,  Texas  78705. 

Devastation  to  property  was 
increased,  he  said,  by  “an  unbelievable 
amount  of  muck”  from  Lake  Wichita, 
which  was  picked  up  by  the  tornadoes 
and  dumped  broadscale  throughout  the 
stricken  areas.  He  said  he  was 
overwhelmed  by  the  destruction.  “The 
city  looked  as  if  it  had  been  bombed.  I 
wondered  if  this  was  how  Hiroshima 
must  have  looked.  " 

Students 

reject 

atheism 

BONN  (RNS)  —  Why  did  Polish 
censors  suppress  the  findings  of  a  survey 
on  the  religious  beliefs  of  high-school 
students  taken  back  in  1968-71? 

The  results  provide  the  answer  In 
spite  of  25  years  of  incessant  Marxist 
indoctrination  and  militant  atheism  the 
youth  of  Poland  affirm  faith  in  God. 

This  information  was  revealed  in  a  700- 
paged  documentation  brought  out  to 
Sweden  in  1977  by  the  chief  Communist 
censor  of  Cracow.  Much  of  this  material 
has  been  published  here  and  in  London. 

The  survey  was  conducted  by  six 
young  priests  as  their  master's  work  at 
the  Catholic  University  of  Lublin.  The 
report  was  suppressed  because  “the 
findings  shocked  the  censors  and  the 
Party  who  prohibited  them  from  being 
announced  and  discussed,"  according  to 
Catholic  sources. 

In  spite  of  the  different  areas  and 
conditions  no  city  reported  more  than 
five  percent  of  their  youth  as  atheists, 
although  that  is  the  official 
governmental  teaching.  In  all  cities  over 
75  ‘percent  of  the  students  designated 
themselves  as  “religious,  or  very- 
religious.” 

Gotthold  Rohde,  who  reported  this  act 
of  the  Communist  censors  in  Bonn's 
Kulturpolitische  Korrespondenz,  asks. 
“Do  the  Polish  censors  believe  that 
witholding  this  information  will  influence 
the  situation?  And  does  any  censor 
believe  that  he  can  roll  back  a  tide  of  the 
faithful  when  he  forbids  the  printing  of 
2,500  invitations  to  the  dedication  of  the 
Church  of  Peter  and  Paul  in  Trzebinia 
(Diocese  Katowice)  on  Sept.  14,  1975? 
The  ceremonies  were  conducted  by  the 
then  Cardinal  Karol  Wojtyla.  Such 
measures  of  the  Polish  Communist 
censors  —  and  only  a  small  portion  had 
been  revealed  to  die  West  —  show  the 
correctness  of  the  Bible  saying,  ‘The 
wind  blows  where  it  wills  .  .  . 

UM  school  faces 
financial  bind 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Scarritt 
College,  which  receives  annual  support 
from  the  central  treasury  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  facing  serious 
financial  problems. 

Meeting  here  April  6,  the  school’s 
trustees  were  confronted  with  a  $283,000 
deficit  for  the  first  10  months  of  this  fiscal 
year  ending  May  31  and  proposals  for 
substantial  program  cutbacks  for  1979- 
80.  In  a  move  to  “buy  time.”  the  trustees 
of  the  Nashville  college  appointed  a  task 
force  of  board  members  to  consider 
“what  programs  are  most  needed  by  the 
church.”  They  are  to  report  back  at  a 
special  called  session  of  the  board  May 
14. 

Scarritt  has  a  degree  program  with  168 
students  enrolled,  a  Center  for 
Continuing  Education  and  a  Center  for 
Women’s  Studies.  The  school’s  budget 
for  the  current  year  is  $1 .81 1 ,203. 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 
BOSTON  —  An  eight-day  old  faculty 
strike  which  virtually  crippled  UM- 
related  Boston  University  ended  here 
April  13.  With  ratification  of  a  three  year 
contract,  faculty  agreed  to  go  back  to 
class  April  17. 

Some  280  clerical  workers,  technicians 
and  librarians  refused  to  join  in  the 
settlement,  however,  and  were  still 
striking,  according  to  Steve  Wagner, 
assistant  director  of  public  relations  for 
the  22,000  student  university.  It  was  still 
not  known  at  TM/UMR  press  time  if  all 
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880  faculty  members  would  cross  picket 
lines  Tuesday  and  restore  full  activity  to 
the  classrooms. 

Boston  University  is  the  largest 
independent  college  in  the  nation  thus 
far  affected  by  a  large  scale  labor/ 
management  dispute,  Mr.  Wagner  said. 
Settlement  here  came  only  after  a 
federal  mediator  arrived  on  campus 
April  11  to  help  resolve  the  faculty- 
trustee  stalemate. 

Among  plans  hammered  out  in  final 
negotiations,  Mr.  Wagner  told  TM/UMR, 
was  a  faculty  agreement  that  there  will 
be  no  strikes  during  the  three-year 
contract.  Trustees,  in  return,  agreed 
there  would  be  no  reprisals  against 
faculty  strikers. 

Grievance  procedures  and  faculty 
work  load  adjustments  were  also  major 
stumbling  blocks  to  a  settlement,  Mr. 
Wagner  said. 

Approximately  400  members  of  the 
campus  chapter  of  the  American  Asso¬ 


ciation  of  University  Professors  ( AAUP) 
set  up  picket  lines  April  5  after 
university  trustees  withheld  final  ap¬ 
proval  of  a  contract  already  ratified 
by  the  professors.  They  were  soon 
joined  by  students  and  members  of 
several  unions  including  clerical  and 
technical  workers,  librarians,  and 
building  maintenance  workers. 

The  AAUP  was  recognized  as  the 
faculty’s  bargaining  agent  by  the 
National  Labor  Relations  Board  in  1975. 
according  to  Fritz  Ringer,  a  professor  of 
history  who  is  chairman  of  the  union 
chapter. 

In  recent  years  the  university  has  been 
torn  by  labor  unrest,  complaints  that 
traditional  academic  liberties  were 
being  eroded,  and  bitter  controversy 
over  the  personality  and  policies  of  its 
president,  John  R.  Silber. 

An  outspoken  opponent  of  faculty 
tenure.  Dr.  Silber  ha  called  unionization 
a  major  threat  to  the  survival  of 
independent  higher  education.  Dr.  Silber 


was  a  member  of  the  National 
Commission  on  United  Methodist  Higher 
Education,  a  2-1/2  year  blue-ribbon  study 
group  looking  at  the  future  of  church- 
related  institutions  of  higher  education. 

A  contract  approved  by  the  AAUP 
members  early  in  April  was  given  only 
qualified  approval  by  the  university 
trustees,  who  cited  the  need  for 
“clarification”  of  a  number  of  points  and 
“ambiguities  in  the  language  of  the 
contract  and  in  public  statements  by 
union  leaders." 

Prof.  Ringer  was  quoted  as  saying  the 
request  for  clarification  was  "an  obvious 
attempt  to  blow  up  the  agreement. " 

Chairman  of  the  Board  Robert  C. 
Bergenheim  had  warned  that  if  the  strike 
continued  for  long,  major  parts  of  the 
financial  package  of  the  contract, 
including  a  32.4  percent  raise  over  three 
years,  might  have  to  be  reconsidered. 

Earlier,  university  officials  had 
warned  that  a  strike  could  drive  away 
students  and  bankrupt  the  university. 


SUMMER  AT  SCARRITT 
1979 

If  you  want  your  summer  educational  experi¬ 
ence  to  be  enriching  spiritually,  intellectually,  and 
culturally,  come  join  the  Scarritt  community. 

Summer  at  Scarritt,  United  Methodism's  School 
for  the  Diaconate,  includes  courses,  seminars, 
workshops,  concerts,  plays,  films,  lecture  series, 
and  other  cultural  events  set  in  a  framework  of 
Christian  growth  and  fellowship 

Summer  at  Scarritt  includes  a  wide  variety  of  of¬ 
ferings  through  the  Degree  Programs,  the  Center 
of  Continuing  Education,  and  the  Center  of 
Women's  Studies. 

Summer  at  Scarritt  focuses  on  educational  op¬ 
portunities  to  further  the  ministry  of  Christ 
wherever  there  is  human  need. 

Summer  at  Scarritt  may  be  the  place  for  you! 

For  more  information,  complete  this  coupon 
and  mail  it  to:  Summer  at  Scarritt,  Scarritt  College. 
P.O.  Box  12334,  Nashville,  TN  37212. 


Please  send  me  the  following  Summer  at  Scarritt  brochure(s): 

□  Degree  Programs  C  Center  of  Continuing  Education  Programs 

□  Center  of  Women’s  Studies  Programs 
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Ohio  church  puts  kids 


By  JAMES  E.  MAG  AW 


SHELBY.  Ohio —  More  than  100  youth  and  their  sponsors  enjoyed  a  ‘‘popcorn  and 
movies”  night  recently  at  Trinity  UMC  here  as  a  part  of  the  congregation's  Year  of 
the  Child  emphasis.  linda  stotts  photo 


SHELBY.  Ohio  —  If  you  don’t  like 
kids,  you  should  stay  away  from 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  here 
this  year. 

On  Sunday  morning  you  might  have 
to  stand  aside  while  one  of  the 
children’s  classes  fills  up  the  corridor 
on  their  way  to  sing  or  present  a 
biblical  skit  at  the  opening  worship  of 
the  adult  classes.  On  Sunday 
afternoon  or  evening  you  might  enter 
the  building  to  find  some  solitude  and 
discover  a  sledding  party,  a  kite  fly. 
or  a  group  milling  around  until  time  to 
go  roller  skating.  At  a  recent 

“popcorn  and  movies”  night,  more 
than  100  children  and  friends  of 
children  filled  the  church’s  fellowship 
hall  with  energy  and  fun. 

And  if  you  get  a  letter  from  Trinity 
Church  this  year,  you  will  understand 
what’s  happening.  Stamped  in  the 
upper  left  hand  comer  of  the  envelope 
along  with  the  return  address,  you 
will  read  ”1979  -  YEAR  OF  THE 
CHILD  ”  And  the  ink  is  bright  green, 
so  you  can  hardly  miss  it. 

Following  the  idea  of  the  United 
Nations,  this  congregation,  which 
follows  a  theme  each  year,  has  made 
1979  the  year  of  the  child  for  their 
members.  Even  the  pencils  on  their 
literature  table  bear  the  words.  "1979 
—  For  The  Child.”  A  special  bulletin 
cover  prepared  locally  this  year 
features  the  picture  of  a  child  with  a 
searching  look  upon  his  face,  as  if  he 
were  speculating  on  the  future. 

The  Council  on  Ministries  has 
designated  one  Sunday  of  each  month 
as  "The  Sunday  of  the  Child,”  and  this 
is  when  the  activities  mentioned 
above  take  place.  Always  a  church 
with  a  strong  Christian  education 
program  and  children’s  choirs,  this 
year  is  bringing  extra  smiles  to  many 
older  faces  as  they  see  more  of  the 
children,  and  as  they  share  in  more 
activities. 

A  concentrated  effort  is  being  made 
also  to  minister  to  adults  who 
influence  children,  such  as  parents. 


church  school  teachers  and  public 
school  educators.  Programs  in 
various  stages  of  planning  include  a 
Marriage  Enrichment  retreat  for 
couples,  a  workshop  on  parenting, 
seminars  on  child  and  spouse  abuse, 
two  workshops  for  teachers  of 
children  and  youth  in  the  church 
school,  and  a  pioneering  venture:  a 
workshop  for  public  school  teachers 
and  administrators  dealing  with 
moral  and  spiritual  values  in  the 
classroom.  This  workshop  is  meant  to 
help  teachers  explore  constitutional 
ways  in  which  they  can  share  their 
faith  and  minister  to  children  without 
overt  efforts  to  indoctrinate. 

The  Year  of  the  Child  is  not  focused 
only  upon  the  internal  life  of  the  500- 
member  congregation.  Every  group 
in  Trinity  Church  from  choirs,  classes 
and  circles  to  the  T.H.I.N.S.  group  for 
weight  control,  have  been  asked  to 
carry  out  a  project  that  will  help  some 
of  this  world’s  children  to  survive. 
The  request  is  especially  for  projects 
that  will  help  children  receive  some  of 


the  basic  necessities  such  as  food, 
housing  and  medical  care. 

The  kindergarten  classes  were  first 
to  respond  and  along  with  their 
teachers  are  going  to  adopt  a  child  for 
a  year  through  UMCOR  (United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief). 
Others  are  giving  special  con¬ 
tributions  to  a  denominational 
children’s  home,  some  are  helping 
local  children  with  clothing  or  other 
basic  needs,  and  a  small  children’s 
choir  are  doing  chores  at  home  to 
raise  money  for  Child  Feeding 
Centers  in  Chile. 

The  late  comedian  W.  C.  Fields 
might  find  some  companions  here 
who  are  not  fond  of  dogs,  but  those 
who  don’t  like  children  had  better  find 
another  church— at  least  for  the  rest 
of  1979! 

Mr.  Magaw  is  pastor  of  Trinity 
UMC  and  writes  that  he  has  been 
“overwhelmed  by  the  contagious 
enthusiasm”  of  the  people  over  the 
emphasis  on  the  child. 


Book  review 


Children  minister,  too,  authors  say 


“The  Ministry  of  the  Child”  by  Dennis 
C.  Benson  and  Stan  J.  Stewart. 
Abingdon.  1979. 142  pp.,  14.95  paperback. 

By  PAUL  B.  MITCHELL 

Children!  Bah,  Humbug!!  ...  we 
Scrooges  may  be  tempted  to  mumble, 
particularly  on  coming  home  to  our  little 
ones  or  the  neighbor’s  after  a  hard  day  at 
the  office  or  in  church  on  Sunday 
morning  as  a  piercing  scream  penetrates 
the  atmosphere  of  a  pious  exercise.  . 

Not  so!  say  the  authors  of  “’Hie 
'Ministry  of  the  Child.”  A  ministry  is  in 
the  offering! 

Look  around  and  listen  .  .  .  seek  and 
r  you  shall  find  ...  a  little  child  shall  lead 
them  .  .  .  Forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is 
1  the  kingdom  of  heaven! 
r  To  read  this  book  is  to  reminisce  about 
tone’s  own  childhood.  I  had  never  thought 
about  having  a  ministry  to  anyone  at  a 
young  age,  or  if  I  did  it  was  one 
"espousing  the  Apostle  Paul’s  “thorn  in 
the  flesh"  as  my  text! 

In  this  International  Year  of  the  Child, 
as  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of 
the  “Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  the 
'  Child"  is  marked  by  the  United  Nations, 
'the  subject  matter  is  of  particular 
'interest.  As  we  endeavor  to  lift  up  the 
rights  of  children  in  churches  and  homes 
throughout  the  world,  the  “Star  Child” 
talked  about  in  this  book  is  certainly 
worth  more  than  just  a  passing  glance. 

*  Written  in  sections  called  “pro¬ 
positions,”  the  authors  set  up  in¬ 
teresting  conceptual  frameworks  as 
they  focus  on  the  ministry  of  children  to 
adults.  A  study  guide  is  included  in  the 
back  as  an  enabler  to  help  groups 
assimilate  the  material  presented.  In 
the  study,  biblical  references  are 
‘  substantiated  by  factual  episodes. 

Benson  and  Stewart  present  delightful 
'  anecdotes  about  encounters  with  “Star 
Children”  and  the  childrens’  ministry  to 
‘  their  parents,  the  authors  and  to  others. 
The  book  shares  insights  gained  in  real 
life  situations  and  emphasizes  the  fact 
over  and  over  again  that  God  is  present 
in  the  silliest  or  the  most  horrendous 
places.  In  tragedy  and  good  times,  in 
sickness  and  health,  “Star  Children” 

‘  remain  an  inspiration  to  those  who  pay 
'  attention  to  the  ministry  constantly  being 
offered. 

“The  church  needs  our  children,  and  so 
do  we.”  is  the  constant  theme  one  finds  in 


the  pages  of  this  unique  book.  It  is  the 
Star  of  Bethlehem,  superseding  all  time 
and  space,  we  find,  that  gives  birth  to  the 
“Star  Child,”  just  as  it  announced  the 
advent  of  the  Christ.  Thus,  our  children 
are  “of  us  and  beyond  us,”  say  Benson 
and  Stewart. 

I  entered  into  a  personal  relationship 
with  the  “God  qualities”  of  the  “Star 


Children”  as  I  read.  I  have  since  pledged 
to  now  let  my  children  and  those  of  the 
church  I  serve,  minister  to  me  as  I 
become  a  child  again  in  my  heart.  I  know 
you  will  also  have  a  religious  experience 
as  you  share  in  the  authors’  witness  of 
the  Word  through  our  “little  ones.  ” 

Mr.  Mitchell  —  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Hiawatha,  Kan. 


Lay  evangelist  shelters 
battered  black  women 


Bv  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Battered  women 
come  in  all  races  and  from  all  walks 
of  life  —  and  it  takes  different  kinds  of 
services  to  help  them. 

One  United  Meth¬ 
odist  woman  recog¬ 
nized  a  group  of 
women  whose  needs 
were  being  neglect¬ 
ed  by  existing  shel¬ 
ters  and  services 
in  the  District  of 
Columbia  area  — 
black  women.  She 
founded  a  shelter 

for  them,  and  has  Imagene  Stewart 
recently  received  a  community  service 
award  from  a  local  television  station 
for  her  efforts. 

The  Rev.  Imagene  Stewart,  a  UM  lay 
preaching  evangelist  and  member  of 
Franklin  P  Nash  UMC  here,  opened  the 
House  of  Imagene,  an  emergency  shelter 
for  battered  women  in  an  inner-city 
neighborhood  here,  late  in  1976.  It  is  the 
only  one  in  D.C.  (including  Maryland 
and  Virginia  suburbs)  run  by  blacks,  and 
one  of  few  in  the  nation. 

“There  are  many  shelters  for  white 
women  in  the  area,  but  they  are  cool  and 
apathetic  toward  blacks.  Black  women 
had  nowhere  to  go  to  get  a  receptive 
voice,"  she  said.  “As  black  women,  we 
understand  each  other.” 

The  house  is  staffed  completely  by 
volunteers  and  provides  emergency  food, 
shelter  and  clothing  to  victims  of 
domestic  violence,  mainly  women  and 
children.  Howard  University  hospital 
provides  medical  and  psychological 


Partner/ 

bu 

CKom 


Through  Advance  Specials  United  Methodists  select 
C  WHO  will  receive  their  gifts  □  WHAT  specific 
programs  will  receive  their  support  □  WHEN  they 
will  give  The  Advance  is  a  year-round  program 
□  HOW  MUCH  tneir  gift  will  De  Projects  range  from  a 
few  to  many  thousands  of  dollars 

Through  your  own  choice -or  the  choice  of  your 
group  or  local  church-  become  a  portner  in  mission 
through  one  of  six  channels  World  Division  National 
Division  UMCOR.  Conference  Advance  Specials. 
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services  and  the  D.C.  Department  of 
Labor  helps  women  able  to  work  find 
jobs. 

Housework  is  shared  by  the  temporary 
residents,  whose  stays  average  three  to 
four  weeks.  Some  come  and  spend  one 
night,  return  home,  only  to  come  back 
the  next  weekend,  said  Ms.  Stewart. 

Existing  on  private  contributions  from 
individuals,  groups  and  local  churches, 
Ms.  Stewart  has  not.  and  savs  she  does 
not  desire  to  receive  government  funds. 
“I  refuse  to  let  anyone  make  a  bureau¬ 
cracy  out  of  my  shelter,”  she  said.  A 
gospel  singer,  Ms.  Stewart  also  performs 
at  concerts  to  support  the  house. 

She  calls  herself  a  “sanctified,  born- 
again  Methodist,”  and  believes  the 
church  still  views  wife-beating  as  a 
closet  issue.  “Many  women  won’t  go  to 
their  pastors  for  help  because  they  are 
men,”  Ms.  Stewart  said.  She  urged 
pastors  to  “wake  up"  and  to  reach  out  to 
families  in  need  of  this  kind  of  help. 
“There  would  be  no  need  for  shelters  if 
the  church  dealt  with  this  cause,"  she 
said. 

Some  ministers’  wives  also  come  to  the 
shelter  for  help.  But  for  social  reasons, 
said  Ms.  Stewart,  they  do  not  want  their 
identities  known,  and  will  not  leave  their 
husbands  or  seek  professional  help.  The 
house  provides  private  quarters  for  any 
woman  who  does  not  want  to  be  seen  by 
others. 

Ms.  Stewart  shares  responsibility  at 
the  shelter  with  the  Rev.  Sidney  R. 
Smith,  president  and  director  of  the 
house  and  pastor  of  the  Church  of  What’s 
Happening  Now,  and  the  Rev.  Mozelle 
Fuller,  a  Baptist  minister  and 
chairperson  of  the  D.C.  women’s  clergy 
association.  College  students  and  other 
interested  persons  also  provide  volunteer 
staff  support. 

Hawaii  starts 
Samoan  church 

HONOLULU  —  What  began  as  one 
ethnic  minority  congregation 
ministering  to  another  ethnic  minority 
group  is  now  the  newest  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  Hawaii. 

The  First  Somoan  UMC,  or  Ulua’i 
Ekalesia  Samoa  Metotisi  Aufaatasi,  was 
formally  organized  here  in  January  by 
resident  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden, 
according  to  an  article  in  Circuit  West, 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference 
UMR  edition.  For  17  years  as  a  part  of 
Aldersgate  UMC,  a  predominantly 
Filipino  church,  the  Samoans  held 
worship  services  and  Bible  studies  there 
in  their  own  Pacific  Island  language. 

As  the  Samoan  membership  grew,  they 
decided  to  explore  the  possibility  of 
becoming  a  separate  charge  conference. 
Approval  was  granted,  and  now,  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Gaaagi 
Taufetee,  the  First  Samoan  UMC  will 
continue  to  use  the  Aldersgate  facilities 
until  a  location  for  their  own  church 
building  is  found. 
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Baptism  ‘accord’  reached 

Baptists  join  UMs  in  6 common  understanding 9 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  An 
unprecedented  consultation  on  baptism 
here  last  month  achieved  “highly 
significant”  progress  toward  a  common 
understanding  of  the  rite,  according  to 
United  Methodist  participants. 

The  meeting  of  33  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Orthodox  theologians  from 
four  continents  was  the  first  on  the  topic 
of  baptism  ever  sponsored  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  ( WCC)  and  also  “the 
first  consultation  to  involve  a 
representative  cross-section  of  all 
Baptists  in  the  world,”  said  Dr.  J.  Robert 
Nelson  of  Boston,  a  United  Methodist 
theologian  who  chaired  the  meeting.  The 
event  was  hosted  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  here. 

Participants  outlined  their  common 
understanding  of  the  rite  in  a  series  of 
documents  which  will  be  sent  as  a 
recommendation  to  the  WCC  Faith  and 
Order  Commission. 

“There  was  general  agreement  among 
the  participants  that  we  could  recognize 
each  others’  baptisms,  and  that  Christian 
baptism  is  not  to  be  repeated  regardless 
of  the  age  at  which  it  was  administered 
or  the  manner  in  which  the  water  was 
applied,”  Dr.  Laurence  Stookey,  a  UM 
theologian  told  TM/UMR . 

"This  means  that  a  UM  baptized  in 
infancy  should  be  able  to  transfer 
membership  to  a  Baptist  congregation 
without  being  immersed  during 
adulthood;  all  that  should  be  required  is 
a  profession  of  faith  and  commitment  to 
Christ,”  he  observed.  “Of  course,  there 
will  not  be  immediate  agreement  on  this 
from  all  Baptist  denominations  but 
members  of  the  consultation  were  united 
on  this  point." 

Other  areas 

Other  significant  areas  of  common 
understanding  were : 

•  Baptism  is  understood  as  the 
initiation  or  beginning  of  growth  in  the 
faith  and  the  ritual  action  is  not  complete 
in  itself; 

•  “Believers  baptism”  most  fully 
shows  the  meaning  of  baptism  but  all 
persons,  regardless  of  age  or  mental 
ability,  are  candidates  for  baptism; 

•  Indiscriminate  baptism  is  an  abuse 
to  be  eliminated. 

6Gay’  caucus 

seeks  change 
in  UM  law 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  Affirmation, 
a  caucus  of  United  Methodists  for 
lesbian/gay  concerns,  formed  a  women’s 
caucus,  named  its  first  two  staff 
members,  and  adopted  articles  of 
incorporation  at  its  meeting  here  March 
30-April  1. 

The  60  participants,  from  17  states, 
also  reaffirmed  the  group’s  intention  to 
work  for  change  in  the  language  of  two 
major  church  documents  —  the  “Social 
Principles”  and  Paragraph  906.13  of  the 
“Book  of  Discipline”  (church  law). 

Formation  of  the  women’s  caucus 
came  during  a  closed  session  at  which 
the  group  also  dealt  with  the  two 
documents’  language.  According  to 
Peggy  Harmon,  a  co-convenor  of 
Affirmation,  a  major  issue  which  the 
women's  caucus  expects  to  bring  to  the 
total  group  involves  awareness  of  and 
dealing  with  racism,  agism  and  classism 
as  well  as  sexism,  both  within 
Affirmation  and  the  total  church. 

Ms.  Harmon,  a  psychotherapist  in 
private  practice  in  Dallas,  and  Michael 
Collins,  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
Oregon-Idaho  Conference  currently  on 
the  support  staff  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York,  were  named  full¬ 
time  staff  co-coordinators  and  will  serve 
from  June  1979  through  May  1980. 

According  to  Mr.  Collins,  the  action 
concerning  what  the  group  terms 
"negative  language"  in  the  church’s 
“Social  Principles”  was  a  resolution  to 
petition  the  denomination’s  1980  General 
Conference  (top  legislative  assembly)  to 
delete  the  portion  which  states  “.  .  .  we 
do  not  condone  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  and  consider  this  practice 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 
Also,  the  resolution  committed  the 
caucus  to  seek  support  of  the  petition 
from  other  groups  in  the  church. 

The  principles  also  state:  “Homo¬ 
sexuals  no  less  than  heterosexuals 
are  persons  of  sacred  worth  .  .  .  (and) 
all  persons  are  entitled  to  have  their 
human  and  civil  rights  ensured  ...” 
These  portions  are  not  opposed  by 
the  group. 

Affirmation  also  will  petition  the 
General  Conference  to  delete  the 
paragraph  in  the  “Discipline,”  added  by 
the  1976  General  Conference,  which 
makes  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  responsible  for 
“ensuring  that  no  board,  agency, 
committee,  commission  or  council  shall 
give  United  Methodist  funds  to  any  ‘gay’ 
caucus  or  group,  or  otherwise  use  such 
funds  to  promote  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality.  The  council  shall  have 
the  right  to  stop  such  expenditures." 

Mr.  Collins  acknowledged  there  was  a 
"struggle”  for  the  group  to  find  a  place  to 
meet  in  Dayton.  Other  sources  reported 
that  one  United  Methodist  church 
formally,  and  several  informally, 
refused  to  let  Affirmation  meet  in  its 
facilities.  The  meeting  site  was  the 
“Exodus  Church  at  Agape  Center,”  a 
corporation  which  sponsors  the  Dayton 
Sex  Forum,  an  education,  counseling  and 
therapy  center. 


Dr.  Stookey  emphasized  that  along 
with  the  possibility  of  mutual  recognition 
of  other  baptisms,  there  must  be  an 
effort  to  strengthen  discipline.  For 
example,  he  said,  automatic  and 
indiscriminate  baptisms  are 
"problematic”  in  the  state  churches  of 
Europe.  Every  baby  is  baptized  as  a 
matter  of  course. 

But.  he  said,  there  is  also  a  tendency 
among  United  Methodist  pastors  to 
baptize  infants  without  asking  the 
important  questions  about  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  the  parents  to  the  church  to 
ensure  that  Christian  nurture  can  occur. 

Discipline  ‘two-way’  street 

On  the  other  side,  among  Baptist 
churches,  he  said,  the  tendency  is  to 
baptize  earlier  and  earlier  —  with 
children  of  six  or  seven  commonly 
immersed.  “Can  this  really  be  called 
‘believers  baptism’?”  He  concluded, 
"There  is  a  need  to  strengthen  the 
discipline  on  both  sides  to  protect  the 
integrity  of  the  rite  and  make  mutual 
recognition  meaningful.” 

Representatives  of  the  50-million- 
member  world  Baptist  family  said  the 
report  of  the  meeting  represented  a 
“breakthrough”  because  it  container’  a 
finding  that  believers  baptism  was  the 
most  common  baptismal  rite  referred  to 
in  the  New  Testament. 

Dr.  Nelson  told  TM/UMR  that 
“Baptism  is  the  mode  of  initiation  into 
the  community  of  faith.  Baptism  means 
that  the  person  —  infant  or  adult  — 
becomes  a  member  of  the  church.  The 
implications  differ  as  to  what 
responsibilities  each  has,  however.”  He 
compared  the  rite  to  citizenship.  A  child 
is  a  citizen  of  the  nation  with  all  human 
and  civil  rights  but  not  all  the 
responsibilities  of  citizenship  until  the 
child  comes  to  the  age  of  18. 

Baptism  not  taken  seriously 

Dr.  Nelson  said  the  “Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline”  does  not  take  baptism  seriously. 
For  example,  the  term  “preparatory 
membership”  is  misleading  at  best  since 
baptized  children  are  already  members. 
The  term  might  better  be  "preparation 
for  responsible  membership,”  he  said. 

Controversy  over  baptism  has  divided 
Christians  since  the  16th  century 
Protestant  Reformation  and  it  has  only 
been  in  the  modern  era  that  different 
churches  have  attempted  to  reach  a 
consensus  on  the  meaning  of  varying 
doctrines  and  practices. 

Most  major  Christian  traditions, 
including  Roman  Catholics!  Orthodox, 
Anglicans,  Lutherans,  Presbyterians, 
Reformed,  and  Methodists  allow  baptism 
of  infants  or  mature  persons  as  the  nor¬ 


mal  rite  for  Christian  initiation.  Most 
also  allow  the  sacrament  to  be  admin¬ 
istered  by  sprinkling. 

Baptists,  the  Disciples  of  Christ 
(Christian  Churches),  Pentecostals. 
Mennonites  and  some  smaller  groups 
require  “believer’s  baptism,”  by  total 
immersion  in  water,  which  is  only 
administered  to  persons  considered 
mature  enough  to  make  a  profession  of 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Publisher’s 
slim  profits 
deplored 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  (UMC)  -  The 
overall  financial  position  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  remains 
strong,  but  some  members  of  its  45- 
member  governing  board  have 
expressed  concern  at  the  narrow  margin 
of  profit  for  an  organization  its  size. 

Part  of  the  concern  expressed  is  that 
all  United  Methodist  agencies  do  not  use 
the  House  for  their  printing  needs. 

Ewing  Werlein  Jr.,  a  Houston  attorney 
who  chairs  the  finance  committee,  told 
the  board  meeting  here  last  month  that 
“evidently  there  is  some  resistenCe 
in  some  quarters  of  the  church  about 
the  idea  of  our  making  a  profit.” 

He  said  the  small  net  income  of  the 
House  is  not  unreasonable  and  that  it 
permits  the  House  to  continue  to  produce 
materials,  pay  fair  wages  and  perform 
services  which  the  church  expects.  At  the 
close  of  the  1977-78  fiscal  year  the  House 
recorded  a  net  income  of  $1,415,764. 
Budget  for  1978-79  is  nearly  $51  million. 

President  and  Publisher  John  E. 
Proctor  said  economic  conditions  are  “at 
best  traumatic.”  He  pointed  to  bad 
weather,  inflation  and  the  continuing 
decline  in  sales  of  church  school 
curriculum  resources.  “Additionally,  it 
is  possible  that  our  expectation  that  sales 
would  continue  to  increase  overlooked 
the  objective  reality  of  our  market 
potential.” 

On  the  bright  side,  the  board  members 
were  told  that  all  but  five  of  the  32 
Cokesbury  retail  stores  are  now 
operating  with  a  profit.  “This  progress 
encourages  us  to  move  more 
aggressively  in  our  expansion  of  the 
Cokesbury  stores,”  Mr.  Proctor  said. 

He  announced  the  opening  of  a  new 
store  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  the 
relocation  of  the  Dayton,  Ohio  and  San 
Francisco  stores.  The  board  approved 
the  sale  of  its  70-year-old  bookstore  and 
five-story  office  building  in  downtown 
San  Francisco. 


Abingdon 

Maps- 

The  Best  Quality 
for  You 


Abingdon  Bible  Map 
Transparencies 

For  use  with  overhead  projector 
A  favorite  with  church  and 
Sunday  School  teachers  across  the 
country!  Made  of  heat  and 
humidity  resistant  polyester  film, 
the  transparencies  are  optically 
clear  and  durable.  A  special  pin 
system*  insures  precise  positioning 
on  the  projector.  Taken  from 
Discovering  the  Biblical  World 
edited  by  Harry  Thomas  Frank  and 
published  by  Hammond.  Inc., 
these  full-color  transparencies  are 
indispensable  for  in-depth  Bible 
study.  Complete  set  (one  each  of 
six  sets  in  series)  boxed  in  slip 
case.  $85.  Also  sold  separately 
THE  SERIES 
Palestine  Old  Testament.  $13  95. 
Palestine  New  Testament.  $9  95. 
Palestine  Contemporary.  $13.95: 
Lands  of  the  Bible  OT.  $12.95: 
Lands  of  the  Bible  NT.’  $19  95: 
Jerusalem  OT.NT.*  $19.95 

Abingdon  Maps  of  Bible 
Lands,  Set  500 

Here  is  everything  a  teacher 
needs  to  conduct  a  study  on  the 
Hebrew  heritage  and  beginnings  of 
Christianity.  Eight  five-color  maps 
cover  the  Near  East  before  the 


Exodus  period  through  the  Roman 
Empire  They  come  with  a  tripod 
which  extends  seven  and  one-half 
feet  and  are  pre-punched  and 
mounted  on  a  charthead  Based 
on  the  renowned  Oxford  Bible 
Atlas,  the  maps  have  an 
astonishing  three-dimensional  effect' 
and  can  be  easily  cleaned.  $47  50. 
set 

Cokesbury  Class  Maps 
with  Tripod,  Set  B 

The  location  of  biblical  cities 
and  countries  are  shown  clearly  on 
these  five,  full-color.  22  x  28  in 
maps.  Durable  texoprint  insures 
years  of  service  in  the  classroom. 
Tripod  extends  70  ins.  from  the 
floor  $28.95.  set 

THE  MAPS 

New  Testament  Palestine.  Old 
Testament  Palestine  Tribal 
Divisions.  Cities  of  Refuge:  Egypt 
to  Canaan  Exodus  Route.  Roman 
Empire  and  Journeys  of  Paul. 

Early  Bible  Lands  Old  Testament 
History 

at  your  cokesbury  bookstore 


the  book  publishing  department  ol 
Ihe  untied  melhodist  publishing  house 
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SEA  OF  GALILEE,  Israel  —  Oral  Roberts,  famed  evangelist  from  Tulsa,  Okla., 
preaches  to  world  Methodists  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  sea  near  where  Jesus  called 
Vthe  disciples. 


Black  church  urged  to 
mobilize  for  change 


DURHAM,  N.C.  (RNS)  -  A  U.S. 
congressman  told  a  regional  conference 
here  that  “the  black  church  network  in 
America  is  a  sleeping  giant”  and  has  the 
potential  for  mobilizing  black  and  white 
leadership  for  social  change. 

Rep.  Louis  Stokes,  who  represents  in 
Congress  a  predominantly  black  district 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  told  the  conference, 
sponsored  by  several  church  groups 
including  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  Partners  in  Ecumenism, 
that  “the  black  church  is  the  only 
institution  in  the  black  community  that  is 
owned  by  the  black  community.”  He  said 
he  and  his  brother,  Carl  Stokes,  the  first 
black  to  be  elected  mayor  of  a  large 

Youth  fund 
grants  given 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Eight  projects 
reflecting  the  three  priorities  of  the 
-National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
.(NYMO)  have  been  chosen  to  receive  a 
total  of  $21,594  from  the  Youth  Service 
Fund  this  year. 

The  grants  were  approved  recently  by 
the  NYMO  Project  Review  Committee 
chaired  by  Helen  Chang  of  San 
Francisco.  The  Youth  Service  Fund 
grants  will  be  made  during  1979  from  30 
percent  of  the  funds  raised  during  1978. 
Seventy  percent  of  the  money  is  retained 
by  the  annual  conference  in  which  it  was 
raised. 

Grants  to  family  priority  project^  are: 
$3,198  to  the  Breitmayer  Memorial 
Ministry  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  a  community 
family  program  related  to  Grace  UMC; 
apd  $4,000  to  New  Horizons  Ministries, 
Inc.,  of  Marietta;  Ga.,  a  therapeutic 
community  for  young  boys  which  offers 
opportunities  for  fellowship  and  learning 
to  live  together  as  a  family. 

Grants  to  youth  evangelism  projects 
are:  $2,500  to  the  Christian  Night  Club  in 
Pittsburgh,  a  program  of  entertainment 
and  fellowship  for  youth  and  young 
adults  in  an  area  served  by  Warren 
UMC;  $3,698  to  the  Neighborhood  Center 
of  Utica,  N.Y.,  a  program  to  provide, 
encourage,  enable  and  support  youth 
with  enrichment  opportunities  that  will 
assist  them  in  setting  career  goals;  and 
$1,000  to  Good  Times  Caravan,  a  summer 
program  for  children  involving  youth 
leadership  in  Muncie,  Ind. 

Grants  related  to  the  ethnic  minority 
youth  empowerment  priority  are:  $2,800 
for  Operation  Opportunity,  a  counseling 
program  to  provide  information  about 
post  secondary  educational  opportunities 
for  ethnic  minority  youth  in  65  urban 
churches  and  four  recreational  centers  in 
the  Spartanburg,  S.C.,  area;  $2,300  for 
the  Black  Community  Enabler/Developer 
program  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  offering 
training  in  radio  communications;  and 
$2,098  to  Massillon  (Ohio)  Urban  League 
for  a  program  to  help  show  youth  the 
relationship  between  drama,  religion, 
recreation  and  cultural  enrichment 
activities. 

The  projects  were  selected  from  25 
applications  reviewed  by  the  committee 
of  four  youth  members  of  the  NYMO 
Steering  Committee  and  three  adults 
who  are  not  members  of  any 
denominational  agency. 


i  ‘Dear Deborah,’ 


American  city,  could  not  have  won  office 
without  the  black  clergy  of  Cleveland. 

Emphasizing  that  blacks  must 
continue  to  fight  for  gains,  he  referred  to 
what  he  termed  a  “conservative,  right- 
wing,  Proposition  13-minded  Congress,” 
and  said  the  proposed  federal  budget  for 
the  coming  fiscal  year  increases  military 
spending  while  cutting  social  programs. 

“The  civil  rights  movement  has  turned 
a  corner,”  he  said.  ‘■‘What  worked  for  us 
in  the  1960s,  will  not  work  for  us  in  the 
1970s  and  1980s.” 

During  the  last  decade,  he  said,  civil 
rights  activists  worked  to  get  laws 
enacted  that  “tore  down  the  fabric  of 
segregation”  ;  but  in  this  decade  and  the 
next,  blacks  must  concentrate  on  getting 
political  and  economic  power,  and  until 
they  acquire  that  power  “we  will  never 
be  accepted  in  this  society.” 

Another  speaker,  Mayor  Maynard 
Jackson  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  agreed  that 
churches  are  in  the  best  position  to  lead 
“a  massive  mobilization”  for  social 
change;  and  that  blacks  must  continue  to 
fight  for  gains.  He  said  there  is  “a  mass 
delusion  that  people  are  better  off  than 
they  used  to  be,”  and  he  joined  Rep. 
Stokes  in  quoting  statistics  on  black 
unemployment,  the  higher  death  rate  for 
black  babies,  and  the  shorter  lifespans 
for  most  blacks. 

He  said  “Christianity  is  not  sitting  on 
the  sidelines”  and  that  there  is  a  strong 
tradition  of  political  activism  in  black 
churches.  He  urged  black  and  white 
churches  to  continue  and  strengthen  that 
tradition. 

Mayor  Jackson,  who  reportedly  is 
considering  running  for  Congress, 
himself,  said  there  now  are  allies  to  be 
found  among  white  people  who  formerly 
were  hostile  to  blacks,  because  people 
who  used  to  be  middle  class  no  longer 
have  a  middle  class  standard  of  living. 

“When  white  south  Georgia  farmers 
who  hated  Martin  Luther  King  come  to 
my  office  and  ask  me  to  run  for  the 
Senate  against  (Sen.)  Herman 
Talmadge,  I  know  something  is 
happening,”  he  said. 

Japan’s  church 
trends  mirror 
U.S.  Protestants 

TOKYO  (RNS)  -  The  Kyodan,  largest 
Protestant  denomination  in  Japan,  has 
experienced  trends  of  membership, 
attendance  and  financial  support  in  its 
40-year  history  which  are  similar  to  those 
of  mainline  U.S.  Protestant 
denominations. 

The  church  gained  membership 
rapidly  in  the  1950s  and  more  slowly  in 
the  1960s,  but  since  1968  it  has 
experienced  a  six  percent  loss,  according 
to  statistics  in  the  Kyodan  newsletter,  the 
church’s  official  publication.  The  church, 
known  as  the  United  Church  of  Christ  in 
Japan,  now  has  188,658  members  in  a 
total  population  of  115  million. 

The  denomination  was  formed  in  the 
late  1930s  when  the  nationalistic 
Japanese  government  ordered  all 
Protestant  churches  related  to  parent 
churches  overseas  to  consolidate. 

Church  attendance  figures  dropped 
from  a  peak  of  53,471  in  1968  to  48,381  in 
1978  for  an  average  Sunday.  But  income 
has  risen  more  than  9,000  percent  since 


Needs  guidance  in  prayer 


Dear  Deborah: 


s 

x 

church  school  and  pulpit ?  What  do  you 


I  am  a  man  5 1-years-old  and  I  am  just 
now  beginning  to  know  how  to  pray.  And 
this  after  years,  all  of  my  life,  as  an 
active  member  of  my  church.  The  only 
prayer  I  ever  learned  was  one  of  petition 
—  begging  God  for  what  I  wanted  or 
wanted  for  my  family,  friends  and  world. 

I  have  never  learned  until  now  to  listen, 
to  be  still  before  God. 

What  prompts  my  letter  to  you  is  that  I 
have  asked  some  of  our  best  church 
school  teachers  and  parents  if  they  are 
teaching  the  children  how  to  pray.  They 
look  startled  in  some  cases  and  thinfe  I 
am  some  kind  of  fanatic.  I  don't  think  I 
am!  It  is  just  that  we  don’t  know  how  to 
pray  unless  someone  helps  guide  us  and 
why  should  Christians  have  to  blunder 
their  way  without  this  guidance  from  the 

|~Poem of  the  Week  j 

Good  Samaritans 
By  JAYE  GIAMMARINO 
They  share 
another’s  grief, 
extend  a  helping  hand 
and  open  wide  the  closing  door 
of  hope. 


think? 

Mr.  Smith  (yes,  that  is  my  name) 
Dear  Mr.  Smith: 

You  have  brought  up  an  important 
topic  for  discussion  among  Christians. 
You  are  right  that  we  have  failed 
miserably  to  teach  our  children  and 
ourselves  how  to  pray  in  any  but  a 
petition  pattern.  We  have  probably  failed 
because  we  are  .  an  activist  generation 
and  because  it  is  easier  to  teach 
principles  than  prayer. 

I  have  long  been  convinced  that  we  lose 
so  many  of  our  young  people  to  the 
Eastern  religions  because  they  have  a 
hunger  for  deep  forms  of  prayer  and 
meditation  and  mistakenly  think  we 
Christians  do  not  have  these.  “Be  still 
and  know  that  I  am  God”  and  “Pray 
without  ceasing”  are  grossly  neglected 
parts  of  our  heritage.  We  need 
desperately  to  learn  how  to  pray  and  you 
are  certainly  not  a  fanatic  and  I  hope  you 
will  continue  your  probing  questions  until 
you  get  some  results. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 
" Dear  Deborah ”  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 
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On  Galilean  journey 


Faith  chain  formed 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  —  More  than  800  Methodists  from  the  “four  corners  of 
the  earth”  took  part  in  a  spiritual  journey  moving  from  the  shores  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee 
to  Jerusalem  to  Athens  early  last  month.  Called  the  “Galilean  Covenant  Experience," 
the  journey  was  organized  by  the  evangelism  committee  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  headquartered  here. 

Inspiration  and  evangelism  training  were  part  of  the  experience.  Church  leaders 
spoke  on  the  needs  of  the  world  and  the  response  by  the  church.  In  a  final  act  of 
dedication,  the  participants  formed  a  line  from  an  ancient  theatre  in  Athens  and 
moved  up  the  Acropolis  ascent  to  Mars  Hill  where  the  Apostle  Paul  once  preached  the 
Gospel  to  the  curious  Athenians  (Acts  17:16-34).  Forming  a  circle  there  the  people 
joined  hands  linking  the  top  with  the  mass  of  persons  at  the  foot  of  Mars  Hill. 

The  unbroken  line  “symbolized  the  chain  of  faith  that  stretches  from  the  time  of  the 
Apostle  Paul  to  the  present  and  from  Athens  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,”  said  the  Rev. 
Joe  Hale,  councjl  executive.  He  said  all  the  people  pledged  their  commitment  to 
“plant  the  message  of  the  resurrected  Christ  in  their  own  culture.” 

During  the  preaching  in  Jerusalem  by  the  Rev.  John  Bryant,  pastor  of  Bethel 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Baltimore,  the  57 -member  delegation  from 
Ghana  broke  into  singing,  interrupting  the  speaker.  As  the  Ghanians  rose  to  their  feet, 
one  coming  before  the  assembly  singing  while  the  preacher  waited,  western 
Christians  were  given  a  demonstration  of  the  joyous,  spontaneous  worship  of  Africa, 
said  Dr.  Hale. 


‘Language  of  dance  ’ 
celebrates  religion 

NEW  YORK  —  Pamela  Critelli  and 
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David  Anderson  (above  picture)  form 
a  symbolic  cross  gesture  in  a  dance 
performance  titled,  “Be  Jubilant  My 
Feet,"  —  during  a  celebration  of 
religion  presented  recently  at  New 
York’s  Christ  (United  Methodist) 
Church. 

PLYMOUTH.  N.H.  —  A  sacred 
dance  interpretation  of  the  Lord’s 
Prayer  is  offered  by  Debbie  Gildart  of 
Wilton,  Maine  (left)  to  a  recent 
Boston  Area  Laity  Assembly  here. 
Ms.  Gildart  intends  to  become  a 
United  Methodist  minister  and  hopes 
to  return  to  Maine  "to  serve  the 
people  who  have  given  me  so  much 
help  and  encouragement  over  the  past 
four  years.” 

MILES  CITY.  Mont.  —  "Life  is  a 
Dance”  (picture  below)  was  the  title 
of  a  worship  service  here  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  recently. 
The  dancers,  the  Rev.  Tom  Heafield- 
Mordan  (right),  associate  pastor,  and 
Neena  Stewart  presented  three 
dances  dealing  with  the  themes  of 
separation,  reconciliation  and  prayer. 


Ministry  may  become  a  woman’s 
profession,  says  theologian 


WASHINGTON.  D  C.  (UMC)  -  The 
possibility  of  ordained  ministry 
becoming  a  “woman’s  profession,”  as 
salaries  and  job  openings  diminish,  was 
lifted^  up  here  last  month  to  an 
ecumenical  group  of  65  women 
considering  ministry. 

Dr.  Nancy  Hardesty,  faculty  member 
at  United  Methodist-related  Candler 
Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta,  noted 
that  while  any  single-sex  profession  is 
unfortunate,  the  church  could  benefit 
from  female  clergy. 

Dr.  Hardesty  cited  three  areas  in 
which  change  would  be  vital  to  the 
church:  methods  of  ministry,  spirituality 
and  liturgy. 

Women  should  not  be  afraid  to  criticize 
“dualism  and  hierarchy,  and  celebrate 
collegiality,  mutuality  and  cooperation” 
in  ministry,  she  said.  Women  must  not 
lose  the  feeling  of  “the  priesthood  of  all 


believers,”  she  insisted,  and  must  avoid 
“the  temptation  to  move  into 
comfortable  authority.” 

In  the  area  of  spirituality,  she  said,  lay 
people  are  searching  for  a  deeper  faith. 
Women  in  ministry,  to  be  examples,  need 
“faith  that  is  grounded,  spirituality  that 
is  solid  —  grounded  in  the  Word  and 
nurtured  at  the  table.” 

Dr.  Hardesty  suggested  a  need  for 
renewal  in  the  area  of  liturgy.  In  these 
times,  she  said,  “worship  may  be  more 
important  than  evangelism.”  She 
defined  worship  as  “evoking  together  the 
reality  of  Christ.” 

Although  she  foresaw  a  tight  job 
market  in  the  ordained  ministry,  Dr. 
Hardesty  expressed  hope.  “God  has 
called  women  to  ministry  in  this  hour,” 
she  said.  “It  is  in  hard  times  that  we 
grow  and  find  new  strength.” 


PAGES 


ATHENS  —  At  the  base  of  Mars  Hill,  part  of  the  assembly  with  balloons  in  hand 
covenant  to  “plant  the  message  of  the  resurrected  Christ  in  their  own  culture.’’ 
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Civil  rights  leader’s 
firing  causes  rift 


ATLANTA  (RNS)  -  On  the  11th 
anniversary  of  the  assassination  of  Dr 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  the  civil-rights 
organization  he  founded  is  undergoing  a 
major  factional  dispute  between  two  of 
its  leaders. 

The  Rev.  Hosea  Williams,  a  Baptist 
minister  who  became  nationally  known 
for  his  taking  part  in  marches  and 
demonstrations  with  Dr.  King  in  the 
1950s  and  60s,  is  pitted  against  Dr.  Joseph 
Lowery,/  pastor  of  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  here  and  also  a 
veteran  of  the  movement  who  was  not 
widely  known  until  he  became  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference 
(SCLC)  president  in  1977. 

At  the  same  meeting  at  which  Dr. 
Lowery  succeeded  the  Rev.  Ralph 
Abernathy  as  president  of  the 

Chapel  moved 
into  town 
by  water 

By  JAMES  E.  HANKINS 

DULAC,  La.  —  “Breaker!  Breaker! 
You  ain’t  gonna  believe  what  you  gonna 
see,  but  a  church  is  coming  up  the 
bayou!”  The  story  behind  that  C  B  radio 
transmission  is  really  something  else! 

For  the  first  time  in  its  43-year  history 
the  Clanton  Chapel  UMC  here  acquired 
an  education/activity  building.  There’s 
nothing  unusual  about  that,  but  the  way 
the  building  was  acquired  was  most 
unusual. 

Incidentally,  Clanton  Chapel  is  located 
at  the  lower  end  of  Calliou  Bayou  in  a 
mostly  Houma  Native  American 
Community. 

Here  is  the  unusual  story  as  related  by 
the  Rev.  Spiller  Milton  pastor  of  the 
church  and  head  of  the  Dulac 
Community  Center. 

One  of  the  church  members  was  in 
another  community  on  business  when  he 
noted  a  40  x  80  foot  building  sitting  on  a 
barge  in  the  middle  of  a  bayou.  There  it 
was  —  a  church  complete  with  the 
steeple!  The  member  discovered  the 
building  was  for  sale;  he  went  home  and 
told  his  congregation.  They  voted  to  buy 
it. 

At  1:00  a.m.  on  a  Saturday  morning 
the  man  and  his  son,  Hank,  along  with 
two  crews,  took  their  shrimp  boats  to 
Bayou  Lafourche  to  pick  up  the  barge 
holding  the  church. 

It  was  after  midnight  that  Saturday 
when  they  turned  into  Grand  Calliou 
Bayou.  Several  shrimpers  were  out 
working  their  butterfly  nets,  unaware  of 
anything  that  had  taken  place. 

It  was  when  one  of  the  shrimpers  saw 
the  church  moving  up  stream  pushed  by 
two  shrimp  boats  that  he  grabbed  his  CB 
mike  and  began  to  yell  into  it.  The  sound 
of  roaring  motors  could  be  heard  all  over 
the  bayou  as  nets  were  jerked  out  of  the 
water  and  a  small  armada  of  Lafayette 
Skiffs  sped  over  to  see  what  was 
happening. 

Many  weeks  of  work  were  required, 
but  the  members  of  Clanton  Chapel 
relocated  the  church  on  concrete  piers 
and  opened  it  to  the  public. 

The  “Chapel  of  the  Bayou”  was  in 
place.  The  people  were  excited.  For  the 
first  time  they  had  an  educational  and 
fellowship  building.  It  came  neither  by 
land  nor  air,  but  by  water.  And. they  were 
glad. 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Hankins, 
Knoxville.  Tenn.,  is  editor  of  the  UM 
Rural  Fellowship  bulletin. 


organization,  Mr.  Williams  was  named 
executive  director.  Acting  on  a 
recommendation  of  the  SCLC  executive 
and  personnel  committees,  Dr.  Lowery 
told  Mr.  Williams  on  March  21  of  this 
year  that  he  was  being  relieved  of  his 
$20,000  position  as  executive  director. 

According  to  Dr  Lowery,  the  major 
problem  was  that  Mr.  Williams  “had  not 
been  honoring  commitments  he  had 
made  to  the  personnel  committee  to 
devote  full  time  to  his  new 
responsibilities.  He  was  then  (in  1977) 
and  still  is  serving  as  head  of  the  Atlanta 
SCLC  chapter,  as  a  member  of  the 
Georgia  General  Assembly,  and  in  other 
capacities  external  to  the  organization.” 

Mr.  Williams  asserts  that  the  issue  is 
actually  a  difference  in  approach 
between  himself  and  Dr.  Lowery.  Under 
Dr.  Lowery's  leadership,  he  maintains, 
the  SCLC  has  become  “an  intellectual, 
‘high-falutin,’  outfit.” 

At  one  of  a  series  of  rallies  held  by  his 
supporters,  Mr.  Williams  declared 
“This  is  just  the  beginning  of  a  fight." 

Tyrone  Brooks,  national  information 
director  of  the  SCLC,  is  siding  with  Mr. 
Williams  in  the  dispute.  "I’ve  seen  Hosea 
go  to  jail  over  100  times,”  he  says.  “I’ve 
seen  him  kicked  and  beaten.  It’s  time  for 
black  people  to  stand  up  for  Hosea  the 
way  he  stood  up  for  black  people.” 

Advertising 
by  churches 
encouraged 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  vice-president 
and  director  of  a  major  New  York 
advertising  agency  says  congregations 
should  consider  ad  campaigns  to  spread 
their  message. 

But,  cautioned  Kurt  Brokaw  of  A1  Paul 
Lefton,  Inc.,  congregational  leaders  need 
to  consider  carefully  what  audiences 
they  are  trying  to  reach,  and  therefore, 
what  about  their  congregations  they  wish 
to  emphasize,  before  launching  their 
efforts. 

Mr.  Brokaw,  active  in  his  local 
congregation  and  in  the  production  of  a 
recent  national  ecumenical  advertising 
series,  suggested  four  possible  target 
audiences  —  light  church  goers,  folks 
ready  to  change  churches,  specialized 
groups  such  as  the  elderly  or  newcomers 
to  a  community,  and  the  unchurched. 

He  also  suggested  four  possible  areas 
for  advertising  emphasis:  worship  life; 
“quality  of  pastoral  care”;  the  parish’s 
“cultural  life”  such  as  forums,  plays, 
concerts;  and  its  outreach  or  social 
action  activities. 

In  a  small-to-medium  size  community, 
Mr.  Brokaw  said,  a  good  ad  campaign 
using  local  newspaper,  local  radio,  and 
local  direct  mail  could  be  produced  by  a 
congregation  for  about  $500  which,  he 
pointed  out,  would  be  recouped  if  it 
netted  only  two  persons  or  families  who 
each  gave  $250  a  year 

Mr.  Brokaw  suggested  that  to  be 
effective,  in  placing  its  ads,  a 
congregation  should  buy  at  least  a 
quarter  page  and  resist  “like  a  plague” 
placement  on  the  weekly  religion  page. 
Rather,  he  suggested,  even  if  the 
congregation  has  to  pay  a  bit  more  to 
boost  readership  of  the  ad  the 
congregation  should  try  to  get  it  “next  to 
Ann  Landers,”  on  the  comic  page, 
entertainment  pages,  sports  pages,  or 
page  two,  in  that  order 


Church  makes  quilts  for  women’s  shelter 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  —  Removing  a  completed  quilt  from  its  frame  are  St. 
Andrews  United  Methodist  Church  quilters,  left  to  right,  Henry  Brandner,  Georgia 
Gass,  Charles  McGinnis,  Eleanore  Martin,  and  Jeannette  Azcuenaga.  The  pretty  quilt 
will  brighten  a  bed,  at  the  Mother’s  Emergency  Street  Service,  a  shelter  here  for 
battered  women  and  their  children.  camfornia-nevada  umr  photo 
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Louisiana  Pension  Fund  Crusade  Over  The  Goal 


Progress  Report 


April  11. 1979 

Dear  Co-Workere: 

These  are  exciting  days  as  we  compile  the  Fourth  Progress  Report  on  the 
Pension  Funding  Crusade.  These  totals  include  commitments  received  prior  to 
April  llth,  at  which  time  we  are  able  to  announce  local  church  totals  of 
$3,017,062.  This  represents  121%  of  the  two  and  one-half  million  dollar  goal.  This 
Crusade  covers  a  four-year  subscription  period  which  technically  begins  June 
1st. 

There  has  been  a  great  ground  swell  of  interest  and  excitement  throughout 
the  churches  of  Louisiana,  as  pastors  and  lay  people  have  responded  to  this 
worthy  cause.  Many  churches  have  accepted  the  challenge  of  becoming  "Quota 
Busters  '  by  accepting  125%  of  the  Fair  Share  asking.  However,  the  level  of 
support  on  the  part  of  many  congregations  has  gone  far  beyond  this  amount, 
with  a  sizeable  number  achieving  as  much  as200  —  300%. 

Because  of  previous  commitments  in  time  schedule,  there  have  been  a 
number  of  churches  which  found  it  necessary  to  alter  the  calendar,  and  are  just 
now  getting  their  program  under  way  These  will  of  course  be  reporting  shortly 
and  the  result  of  these  efforts  will  update  our  totals  substantially. 

Another  exciting  revelation  is  the  report  of  the  commitment  on  the  part  of 
ministers,  both  active  and  retired.  These  have  responded  to  the  asking  of  3%  of 
their  base  salary  annually  over  the  next  four  years.  They  now  total  $464,876.  We 
are  inspired  by  this  kind  of  leadership  on  the  part  of  the  clergy. 

All  churches  should  now  make  sure  that  they  have  sent  to  the  Crusade  Office 
both  the  ‘  ‘Acceptance  Form"  and  the  white  report  card  with  the  final  update  for 
inclusion  in  the  detailed  compilation  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  Crusade 
Committee  on  May  7th,  and  the  Annual  Conference  the  week  of  May  29th. 

In  behalf  of  the  Pension  Committee  we  say  a  most  sincere  "Thank  you"  to 
both  the  pastors  and  lay  people  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Cordially, 

Alton  S.  Miller 
Resident  Director 


The  following  churches  have 
reported  the  results  of  their 
participation  as  listed  below. 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
Fair  Share  Goal:  $195,174 
Alexandria: 

First,  Alexandria  — 100% 
Horseshoe  Dr.  — 100%  + 
MacArthur  Dr.  — 138% 
Newman  — 100% 

St.  Mark  — 100% 

Trinity  — 106% 

Pleasant  Grove  — 100% 
Wilton  — 100% 

Wesley  — 100% 

Union  — 100% 

Macedonia  — 100% 

Ball  —  100% 

Clear  Creek  — 100% 
Springhill  — 100% 

Boyce,  First  — 126% 

Lahey  Chapel  — 125% 

Sieper  — 125% 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Memorial  — 
175% 

Evergreen  — 100% 

White’s  Chapel  — 100% 
Colfax  —  214% 

Hollins  Chapel  — 100% 
Glenmora,  First  —  295% 
Fellowship  — 100% 

Forest  Hill  — 100% 

Melder  — 100% 

Jena: 

Nolley  Memorial  — 100% 
Belah  — 100% 

Jonesville  — 100% 

Lecompte  — 100% 

Bayou  Chicot  — 100% 
Cheneyville  — 125% 
Marksville  — 100% 

Oak  Grove  —  100% 
Simmesport—  100% 
Marthaville  — 100% 

Beulah  — 100% 

Robeline  — 100% 
Montgomery  — 117% 

Mt.  Zion  — 265% 

Atlanta  —  143% 

St.  Maurice  — 100% 
Natchitoches: 

College  Ave.  — 100% 

First,  Natchitoches  —  225% 
Oak  Grove  — 100% 

Campti  — 100% 

Olla  — 100% 

Tuilos  — 117% 

Palestine  — 100% 

Bethel  - 100% 

Pineville,  First  — 103% 

Selma  — 125% 

Liberty  Chapel  — 100% 
Provencal  — 100% 

Weaver  — 183% 

Taylor  Chapel  — 100% 
Haskins  Chapel  — 100% 
Trout: 

Eddy  Justiss  Memorial  — 
100% 

Eden  — 100% 

Urania  — 100% 

Winnfield  — 100% 

Couley  — 100% 

TOTAL  ACC.  $227,134  or  116% 


BATON  ROUGE  —  HAMMOND 
DISTRICT 

Fair  Share  Goal:  $289,753 
Amite  — 135% 

Independence  — 100% 

Baker  — 100% 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor  — 108% 

Corbin  — 100% 

Francis  Asbury  —  212% 
Hughes  Memorial  — 100% 
Ingleside  —  204% 

Jefferson  — 119% 

Jordan  Chapel  — 100% 
LeJeune— 100% 

North  Baton  Rouge  — 140% 

St.  John’s  —  288% 

St.  Luke’s  — 100% 

Deerford  — 100% 

St.  Paul’s  — 100% 

Winbourne  —  268% 

Bethel  - 100% 

Magnolia  —  258% 
Blackwater  — 100% 
Carpenter’s  Chapel  — 100% 
Clinton: 

Moses  Chapel  — 100% 

Wall  Memorial  — 100% 

Clear  Creek  — 100% 

Days  — 100% 

Center  — 100% 

Darlington  — 100% 

Denham  Springs,  First  — 
122% 

Roberts  Chapel  — 100% 
Donaldsonville,  First  — 101% 
Meadows  Chapel  105% 

Belle  Rose,  ST.  James  — 
100% 

Faithful  — 100% 

Friendship  — 115% 

Gonzales  —  213% 

Greensburg  -  100% 

Wesley  Chapel  — 100% 


Hammond.  First  — 150% 
Tickfaw  iNesom)  — 141% 
Jackson  — 100% 

Ethel  — 100% 

Kentwood  — 100% 

Mt.  Hermon  — 100% 

Live  Oak  — 100% 

Livingston  — 100% 

James  Chapel  — 100% 
Montpelier  — 100% 
Loranger  — 100% 

Cooper’s  Chapel  — 100% 
Lutcher  — 141% 

New  River  — 100% 

Mangum  — 100% 

Pine  Grove  —  77% 
Norwood: 

Asbury  — 100% 

Mt.  Carmel  — 100% 

St.  Francisville  — 166% 
Tunica  — 194% 

Slaughter  —  212% 

Bluff  Creek  — 100% 

Walker  — 100% 

Zachary  — 157% 

TOTAL  ACC :  $359,718  or  124% 


BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE 
Fair  Share  Goal:  $285,174 
Pecan  Island  — 100% 

Baton  Rouge: 

Camphor  — 100% 

First,  Baton  Rouge  — 100% 
Istrouma  — 100% 

St.  Mark  — 100% 

University  — 126% 

Franklin: 

Asbury  — 100% 

Trinity,  Baldwin  — 100% 
First,  Franklin  — 168% 

Grand  River  — 100% 

Hartzell  — 100% 

Shiloh  - 100% 

Indian  Bayou  — 100% 

Kaplan  — 100% 

Lafayette: 

Asbury  — 100% 

Davidson  Memorial  — 100% 
First,  Lafayette  — 168% 
Church  of  Covenant  — 100% 
Mallalieu  — 100% 

St.  James— 100% 

Rosedale  — 100% 

New  Roads  — 100% 

Lydia  — 108% 

Melville  — 100% 

Palmetto  — 100% 

New  Iberia,  First  — 106% 
Opelousas : 

Louisiana  Memorial  — 125% 
St.  Mark  - 128% 
Plaquemine: 

First,  Plaquemine  — 100% 
Hurst  Chapel  — 100% 

St.  Luke  — 100% 

St.  Martinville: 

Mallalieu  — 100% 

Fitzgerald  — 100% 

Mt.  Zion  — 100% 

St.  Paul  —  100% 

St.  James  — 100% 

Scott  Chapel  — 100% 
Washington,  St.  Mark’s  —  100% 
TOTAL  ACC:  $285,119  or  100% 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Fair  Share  Goal:  $271,876 
Cameron  — 100% 

Grand  Chenier  — 100% 
Church  Point  — 100% 

Maxie  — 100% 

Crowley,  First  — 100% 
DeQuincy  — 119% 

DeRidder: 

First  - 103% 

Wesley  — 125% 

Merryville  — 100% 
Ebenezer,  Crowley  —  134% 
Elizabeth  — 100% 

Hopewell  — 100% 

Pine  Grove  — 100% 

Elton  — 100% 

Basile  — 100% 

Eunice  —  100% 

Ville  Platte  — 100% 

Fair  view  — 100% 

Sweetlake  — 125% 

Gueydan  — 100% 

Iowa  — 105% 

Hayes  — 106% 

Jennings: 

First,  Jennings  — 100% 
Trinity  — 100% 

Kinder  — 100% 

Oberlin  — 100% 

Lake  Arthur  — 100% 

Lake  Charles: 

First,  Lake  Charles  — 150% 
Oak  Park  — 111% 

St.  Luke  — 126% 

Simpson  — 100%  4- 
University  — 100% 

Lees  ville: 

First,  Leesville  — 125% 
Holly  Grove  — 128% 
Maplewood  — 101% 

Moss  Bluff  — 125% 

Oakdale  —  100% 

Pine  Prairie  — 100% 
Raymond  — 100% 


Iota  — 100% 

Rayne: 

Centenary  — 100% 

Branch  — 100% 

Roanoke  — 100% 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial  — 100% 
Squyres  —  213% 

Vinton  — 100% 

Welsh,  First  — 100%  + 

Jones  — 100% 

Westlake  —  216% 

TOTAL  ACC :  $285,055  or  105% 


MONROE  DISTRICT 
Fair  Share  Goal:  $282,179 
Bastrop.  First  — 177% 
Collinston  — 100% 

Columbia  — 100% 

Hebert  — 100% 

Delhi  — 100% 

Epps  — 100% 

Floyd  — 100% 

Pioneer  — 100% 

Ferriday  (Sevier)  — 119% 
Gilbert  — 121% 

Boeuf  Prairie  — 129% 
Grayson  — 100% 

Kelly  - 100% 

Kilbourne  —  205% 

Locust  Grove  —  210% 

Lake  Providence,  First  — 100% 
St.  Peter  — 100% 

Lawson  Chapel  — 100% 

Mer  Rouge  — 100% 

Memorial,  Bastrop  —  100% 
Monroe: 

First,  Monroe  — 108% 
Memorial  — 100%  + 

Crew  Lake  — 100% 

St.  James  — 100% 

Mt.  Olive  — 100% 

St.  Mark's  — 109% 

Little  Creek  — 142% 

St.  Paul  — 100% 

St.  Paul’s  — 189% 

Southside  — 100%  + 

Oak  Grove  — 100% 

Forest  — 100% 

Oak  Ridge  — 100% 

Rayville  —  294% 

Holly  Ridge  - 100% 

St.  Andrew’s  — 100% 
Bartholomew  — 100% 

St.  Joseph  —  200% 

Wesley  — 100% 

Sicily  Island  —  104% 

Tallulah  — 100% 

Union  — 125% 

Vidalia  — 109% 

Washington  Chapel  — 100% 

Mt.  Sinai  — 100% 

Mt.  Nebo  - 100% 

Waterproof  — 100% 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury  — 114% 

Claiborne  — 100% 

Wilhite  - 100% 

First,  West  Monroe  — 112% 
McGuire  — 100% 

Walnut  Grove  — 100% 
Woodlawn  — 100% 

Winnsboro  — 131% 

Wisner  — 100% 

Baskin  — 100% 

TOTAL  ACC :  $335,331  or  119% 


NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA 
DISTRICT 

Fair  Share  Goal:  $282,880 
Berwick  — 111% 

Buras,  Trinity  — 185% 


Golden  Meadow  — 107% 
Grand  Isle  — 100%  + 
Houma: 

First,  Houma  — 119% 
Houma  Heights  — 100% 
Clanton  Chapel  — 100% 
Mt.  Vernon  — 100% 
Luling  — 127% 

Mathews  — 100%- 
Lagrange  — 100% 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel  — 199% 
Walmsley  — 100% 

Mason  — 97% 
Napoleonville: 

Wesley  — 100% 

Woodlawn  — 100% 

New  Orleans: 

Algiers,  First  —  220% 
Aurora  — 115% 

Belle  Chasse  — 100% 

Hope  Chapel  — 100% 
Carrollton  — 100% 

Gretna  — 174% 

First  Street  — 100% 

Haven  — 100% 

Jefferson  — 177% 

Kenner,  First  — 133% 
Thomas  — 100% 

Mount  Zion  — 100% 
Napoleon  Av.  — 123% 
Parker  Memorial  — 100% 
Rayne  Memorial  — 100% 

St.  Matthews’s  — 100% 

St.  Paul  — 100% 

Wesley  — 100% 

Williams  —  102% 
Thibodaux,  First  — 129% 
Vacherie  —  190% 

Gibson  — 125% 

Calvary  — 100% 

Magnolia  — 100% 

TOTAL  ACC :  $299,525  or  106% 


NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL 
DISTRICT 

Fair  Share  Goal:  $269,013 
Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
-100% 

Thirkield  —  59% 

Harry’s  Chapel  — 100% 
Covington,  First  — 100% 
Fitzgerald  —  113% 

Franklinton: 

Centenary  — 125% 

Fisher  — 125% 

Winan  — 100% 

Hayes  Chapel  — 100% 

La  Place: 

Lasseigne—  100% 

St.  John  — 100% 

New  Orleans: 

Bethany  — 100% 

Brooks  —  92% 

Elysian  Fields  — 107% 

John  Wesley  — 100% 

First,  New  Orleans  —  256% 
Gentilly  — 100% 

Grace  — 100% 

Hartzell  — 100% 

Laharpe  — 100% 

Lake  Vista  — 102% 

Metairie  —  100% 

Munholland  — 154% 

Ray  Av.  — 100% 

St.  Andrew  — 101% 

St.  Bernard  — 100% 

Arabi  — 100% 

St.  Luke’s  — 100% 

St.  Mark’s  — 100% 

St.  Philip  -100% 


Second  — 100% 

Thompson  — 100% 

Pearl  River  — 100% 

Lacombe  — 125% 

St.  Tammany  — 125% 
Ponchatoula,  First  —  112% 

Lee’s  Landing  — 100% 

Wesley  Chapel  — 102% 

St.  Timothy,  North  Shore  — 
171% 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate  — 100% 

First,  Slidell  — 180% 

Hartzell,  Mt.  Zion  —  100% 
Newell  — 100% 

Springfield,  First  — 100% 

Huff  Chapel  — 100% 

Maurepas  — 100% 

St.  James  — 100% 

Sun  — 100% 

Bush  —  100% 

Talisheek  — 100% 

Varnado  — 100% 

Waldheim  — 125% 

Live  Oak  — 100% 

Mary’s  Chapel  — 100% 

TOTAL  ACC :  $348,623  or  130% 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Fair  Share  Goal:  $206,651 
Ansley  — 100% 

Arcadia  —  211% 

Mt.  Mariah  — 105% 
Athens  — 100% 

Cross  Roads  — 100% 
Bernice  — 100% 

Beech  Grove  — 100% 
Summerfield  — 100% 
Bienville  — 100% 

Mill  Creek  — 100% 
Strange  —  100% 

Calhoun  — 100% 

Beulah  — 100% 

Indian  Village  — 100% 
Chatham  — 100% 

Eros  — 104% 

Choudrant  — 125% 
Douglas  —  100% 

Clay  - 100% 

Cotton  Valley  — 100% 
Pleasant  Valley  — 100% 
Downsville  — 173% 

Bethel  —  103% 

Mt.  Nebo  — 100% 
Doyline  — 244% 

Sibley  — 140% 

Dubach  — 100% 

Hilly  — 100% 
Farmerville  — 153% 
Bird’s  Chapel  — 100% 
Gibsland  — 100% 

Oak  Grove  —  68% 
Harmony  Chapel  —  100% 
Lisbon  — 100% 

Arizona  — 100% 
Haynesville  —  214% 
Shongaloo  —  242% 

Heflin  — 114% 

Brushwood  — 117% 
Hodge  -  167% 

Dodson  — 100% 

New  Hope  — 100% 
Homer  — 100% 

Wesley  Chapel  — 100% 
Jonesboro  — 100% 

Marion  — 102% 

Minden,  First  — 100% 
Lakeview  — 100% 
McIntyre  — 100% 
Pilgrim’s  Rest  —  56% 

Pine  Grove  — 100% 
Bethlehem  — 100% 
Quitman  —  275% 

Faith  -  100% 

Ringgold  — 100% 

Castor  — 100% 

Grand  Bayou  — 100% 
Ruston : 

Grace  —  200% 

Wesley  Chapel  — 104% 
Trinity  -  208% 


Simsboro  — 192% 

Salem  — 100% 

Antioch  — 100% 

Springhill  — 144% 

Sarepta  — 100% 

Ruston  Greater  Circuit 
Antioch  — 125% 

Center  Point  — 125% 
Concord  — 137% 

Frqntom  Chapel  — 100% 
Whitehall  - 100% 

Colquitt  — 100% 
Evergreen  — 100% 
TOTAL  ACC:  $284,766  or  138% 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Fair  Share  Goal:  $417,534 
Benton  — 100% 

Blanchard  — 102% 

Belcher  —  219% 

Bossier  City : 

Barksdale  —  286% 

First,  Bossier  City  — 167% 
St.  Stephen’s  — 125% 
Bradford  — 100% 

Coushatta  — 100% 

Wesley  Chapel  — 100% 

Cross  Roads  —  214% 

Hall  Summit  — 100% 

Ellerbe  Road  — 100% 

Fairview  — 100% 

McDonald  — 100% 
Greenwood  — 100% 

Bethany  — 100% 

Holly  Springs  — 102% 

Hosston  — 139% 

Gilliam  — 131% 

Ida  — 101% 

Keatchie  — 100% 

Shiloh  —  100% 

Logansport  — 100% 

Bethel  — 100% 

Longstreet  — 100% 

Stonewall  — 100% 

Love  Chapel  — 100% 

Mansfield  — 153% 

Grand  Cane  — 100% 

Mary  — 114% 

Bayou  Scie  —  234% 
Mooringsport  — 104% 

Oil  City  - 100% 

Mt.  Zion  —  100% 

Bonchest  — 100% 

New  Light  —  60% 

Plain  Dealing  — 100% 
Walker’s  Chapel  — 100% 
Pleasant  Hill  — 100% 

Mitchell  — 125% 

Pelican  —  205% 

Vivian  — 155% 

Rodessa  — 100% 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor  —  216% 

Caddo  Heights  — 100% 
Keithville  — 100% 

Cedar  Grove  — 199% 

Wesley  — 100% 

Christ  — 100% 

Fairfield  — 100% 

Jewella  — 100% 

First,  Shreveport  — 150% 
Johnson  Chapel  — 100% 

Mt.  Zion  — 100% 

Lakeview  — 100% 

Mangum  — 100% 

Morningside  — 129% 

Noel  — 124% 

North  Highlands  — 100% 
Round  Grove  — 100% 

St.  James  —  100% 

St.  Luke’s  — 100% 

St.  Paul  - 100% 

Summer  Grove  —  252% 

Trinity  — 100% 

Wynn  — 100% 

Wesley  - 100% 

Shady  Grove  — 100% 

Zwolle  -  426% 

Converse  — 100% 

Noble  — 100% 

TOTAL  ACC. :  $591,791  or  142% 


More  Good  News 

“I  was  thrilled  that  there  were  no  negative  votes  cast  toward  our  fair  share  goal.  I 
think  the  brochures  and  other  educational  materials  really  have  helped  the  laity  to 
understand  better  what  we  are  striving  for  in  this  campaign!”  (Holly  Springs  U.  M. 
C.,  Shreveport  District) 

DeQuincy,  Lake  Charles  District,  had  a  Fair  Share  Goal  of  $6530;  they  accepted 
$7500.  Notation  on  acceptance  reads:  ‘‘We  are  happy  to  be  a  part  of  this  endeavor.  The 
$7500  is  a  minimum  goal.”  The  last  report  had  secured  pledges  totaling  $7740. 

“This  is  a  very  worthy  cause  for  which  we  will  do  our  very  best  to  reach  the 
proposed  Fair  Share  Goal  and  even  go  beyond  if  possible.”  (Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  and 
Newell  in  New  Orleans-Slidell  District.) 

“We  are  happy  to  be  a  ‘Quota  Buster’  Church.  We  can  do  all  things  through  Him  that 
strengtheneth  us.”  (Center  Point,  Ruston  District,  whose  Fair  Share  Goal  was  $1004 
and  who  accepted  $1255. ) 

“The  four-year  asking  plus  25%  forwarded  Feb.  28,  1979.  TASK  COMPLETE!” 
(Sieper  U.  M.  C.,  Alexandria  District) 

“Response  is  great!”  (First  U.  M.  C.,  Lake  Charles,  Lake  Charles  District  had  a 
Fair  Share  Goal  of  $35,379.  Latest  report  shows  they  accepted  $53,090,  or  150%  of  their 
goal.) 

“Our  Fair  Share  Goal  is  $20,489.  We  are  committing  ourselves  for  $26,000  which  is 
127%  of  the  goal.”  (St.  Paul’s  U.  M.  C.,  Monroe  District .  .  .  latest  figures  show  they 
have  accepted  $38,804,  or  189%  of  their  goal. ) 

“Have  only  12-14  active  (resident)  members  in  Wesley  Chapel.  They  meet  all 
obligations  placed  upon  them,  and  will  in  this  also.”  (Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District). 

“The  church  (St.  Mark  U.  M.  C.,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District)  will  raise  the 
quota  and  will  attempt  to  become  a  ‘quota  buster’  church.”  They  did!  .  .  .  and  went 
128%  over  their  goal. 

“We  are  confident  that  our  shar6  will  be  given.”  (Pharr  Chapel,  Morgan  City,  New 
Orleans-Houma  District)  succeeded  in  going  199%  above  their  goal. 

“At  present  time  we  have  pledged  over  200%  and  pledges  are  still  coming  in  daily. 
Currently  in  bank  $1,000.  4-3-79  As  of  this  date  we  have  pledged  $8,735.”  (First  U.  M. 
C.,  Glenmora,  Alexandria  District,  whose  Fair  Share  Goal  was  $2,959.) 
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NEW  ORLEANS  —  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
“going  around”  these  days  about  the 
increased  number  of  single  persons  in  our 
society.  Churches  are  aware  of  the  need  to  try 
and  be  sensitive  to  more  single  persons  in 
their  midsts.  Businesses  are  catering  to 
single  persons  as  never  before.  Singles  are 
making  their  impact.  They  come  in  all  levels 
of  society.  Some  have  never  been  married. 
Some  are  divorced.  Some  are  widowed. 
Singles  fall  into  no  one  class  of  society  in  any 
way  except  one  —  they  are  without  a  mate. 
Yet  this  one  quality  makes  them  (us)  a  very 
different  type  of  person  than  what  our  culture 
has  historically  geared  itself  to. 

Watching  the  development  of  the  interest  in 


Churches:  For  couples  only? 


singles  has  been  an  interesting  and  edu¬ 
cational  experience.  It  has  also  been  a 
busy  endeavor.  Recently  the  Young  Adult  (or 
young  singles)  group  here  at  First  Church 
had  an  interesting  and  revealing  discussion 
on  the  status  of  being  single  in  today’s  world 
Announcements  have  come  across  my  desk 
from  Parents  Without  Partners  and  Singles 
Unlimited  (a  singles  group  here  in  the  city).  I 
have  recently  reviewed  several  lessons  in  our 
Church  literature  about  singles  in  the  Church 
and  various  single  lifestyles.  Personally  I 
have  come  to  the  age  in  life  where  as  a  single 
adult  I  am  beginning  to  get  on  the  mailing 
lists  of  businesses  catering  to  singles.  For  a 
price  I  can  vacation  at  a  singles  resort  or 


have  someone  provide  necessary  household 
chores  for  me.  I  can  even  have  a  service 
arrange  dates  for  me  —  or  a  mate  if  I  choose. 
Never  before  have  single  persons  been  given 
so  much  attention  by  so  many.  Unfortunately 
a  great  deal  of  this  attention  is  centered 
around  making  a  buck. 

Yet,  if  you  look  beneath  all  of  this  I  think 
what  it  is  pointing  out  to  us  is  a  conflict  or  a 
contradiction.  Our  society  greatly  values 
freedom  and  the  individual,  but  we  are  also 
recognizing  that  the  individual  really  can’t  go 
it  alone.  He  or  she  needs  support.  Also,  I  think 
it  is  worthwhile  to  recognize  that  in  our 
transibnt,  affluent  society  where  the  old 


institution  of  marriage  is  floundering  there  is 
an  increased  need  for  dependable 
relationships  to  sustain  the  individual. 

As  I  see  it,  it  all  comes  back  to  a  Christian 
principle.  In  order  for  life  to  be  worthwhile  we 
must  have  good  relationships. 

I  don’t  know  exactly  where  we  are  going  in 
the  changes  of  our  society,  but  I  do  know  that 
human  needs  are  not  changing  —  only  the 
ways  in  which  we  try  to  meet  these  needs.  If 
large  numbers  of  us  are  to  be  single  for  longer 
portions  of  our  lives  then  perhaps  we  should 
be  ever  more  sensitive  to  learning  how  to 
build  supportive  and  growing  relationships.  If 
we  are  going  to  move  more  often,  change  jobs 
more  frequently,  be  married  more  times,  and 


be  le 
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through  more  changes  in  "-most  df  the 
es  df 3Ur  lives,  then  we  need  to  resolve  to 
i  in  pur  ability  to  sense  other’s  needs 

oui^Churcb^J-tfould  hope  that  we  would 
■ap  couple  conscious  and  more  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  the  Church  as  a  whole  is  a 
family.  I  hear  singles  telling  me  every  week 
that  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  find  a  place  to  fit 
in  without  being  isolated  into  a  singles  group. 
We  as  a  Church  are  an  extended  family,  or 
need  to  be  in  a  real  sense  to  all  of  those  within 
our  midsts.  Be  aware  of  that  in  planning  and 
living  this  year. 

(By  Jerry  M.  James  of  First  UMC,  New 
Orleans .) 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter 

LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST. 


VOLUME  7  NUMBER  20  Send  P.  O.  Form  3579  to  Box  221076  Dallas.  Tx.  75222  APRIL  27.  1979 


Human  problems  is  topic 
of  LSU  publication 


Louisiana  State  University  Press  has 
announced  the  publication  of  a  volume  of 
timely  essays  edited  by  William  M. 
Finnin,  Jr.,  campus  minister  at  the 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Campus 
Ministry  Center  at  LSU,  and  Gerald  A. 
Smith,  graduate  student  in  Economics  at 
LSU. 

Entitled  “The  Morality  of  Scarcity: 
Resources  and  Social  Policy,”  the 
volume  includes  works  by 
internationally  recognized  authorities  in 
fields  of  social  ethics,  theology, 
environmental  studies,  developmen¬ 
tal/third  world  economics,  and  global 
food  problems. 

Finnin  explains  that  the  volume  grows 
out  of  a  three-year  program  conducted 
through  The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at 
LSU  with  support  from  The  Danforth 
Foundation’s  Underwood  Program  in 
Campus  Ministry. 

Since  1975  “The  Project  on  Science  and 
Social  Policy”  has  convened  groups  of 
churchpersons,  faculty,  students  and 
community  leaders  to  discuss  issues 
related  to  the  quality  of  life,  social  justice 
and  environmental  issues  in  a  global 
setting. 

The  intention  of  the  project  was  to 
explore  in  an  ethically  critical  way  the 
significance  of  human  and  physical 
limits  to  the  kind?  of  decisions  societies 
make  concerning  the  uses  of  natural  and 
technological  resources.  “The  Morality 


of  Scarcity”  illustrates  one  way  in  which 
the  Christian  community  called  Church 
can  engage  persons  and  institutions  of 
our  society  in  sustained  dialogue  about 
common  human  problems. 

The  volume  represents  one  form  of 
interdisciplinary  inquiry  in  which  the 
Church  and  the  University  have  engaged 
in  productive  partnership  at  Louisiana 
State  University. 

The  Project  on  Science  and  Social 
Policy  at  LSU  under  the  direction  of 
Finnin  continues  to  bring  to  the 
university  and  larger  community 
persons  committed  to  research  and 
inquiry  at  the  intersection  of  disciplines 
of  theology,  ethics,  social  sciences, 
technological  development  and  global 
political-ethical  problems. 

Most  recently  the  PSSP  was  funded  for 
a  two-year  program  on  “The  Church, 
The  University  and  Global  Hunger”  by 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Publications  have  developed  from 
these  efforts  in  addition  to  conferences, 
seminars,  study  programs  and  an 
international  agricultural  internship 
program  now  in  its  third  semester. 

Copies  of  “The  Morality  of  Scarcity” 
are  available  from  LSU  Press,  Louisiana 
State  tJniversity,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana  70893.  Cost  is  $10.95  plus  state 
sales  tax. 


Editorially  speaking 


In  the  ‘Book’ 

This  young  lad  seems  unaware  of  sandlot  activity  going 
on  around  him  as  he  concentrates  on  his  own  copy  of  the 
New  Testament  (Good  News  For  Modern  Man. )  The  World 
Service  Fund  helps  to  undergird  the  American  Bible 
Society  in  its  publication  of  scriptures  which  introduce 
children  to  the  excitement  of  reading  the  Bible  for 
themselves. 


Methodists  reaching  out  to  America. 


See  special  page  in  this  edition 


Bishop  announces 


four  appointments 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  has 
announced  four  appointments  to  be 
effective  as  of  the  close  of  Annual 
Conference  on  June  1, 1979. 

Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton  has  been 
appointed  pastor  of  Asbury  Church  in 
Lafayette.  Rev.  Branton  is  currently 
serving  as  Director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  and  was  formerly 
pastor  of  Henning  Memorial  Church  in 
Sulphur  and  Aurora  Church  in  New 
Orleans. 

Dr.  Jack  Cooke  has  been  appointed 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  Dr.  Cooke,  pastor  of 
Rayne  Memorial  Church  in  New  Orleans, 
served  previously  as  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  Church  in  Shreveport  and  as 


District  Superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District. 

Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  has  been 
appointed  pastor  of  Rayne  Memorial 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  Rev  Frazier  is 
now  the  pastor  at  Asbury  Church  in 
Lafayette.  Previously,  he  served  as 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Monroe 
District,  and  as  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church  in  Monroe. 

Rev.  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Jr.,  has  been 
appointed  Director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries.  The 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District.  Rev.  Moreland  served 
previously  as  pastor  of  First  Church. 
Hammond  and  as  pastor  of  the  Jena  and 
Belah  Churches. 


Money  woes  hit  Scarritt 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  -  Scarritt 
College,  which  receives  annual  support 
from  the  central  treasury  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  facing  serious 
financial  problems. 

Meeting  here  April  6,  the  school’s 
trustees  were  confronted  with  a  $283,000 
deficit  for  the  first  10  months  of  this  fiscal 
year  ending  May  31  and  proposals  for 
substantial  program  cutbacks  for  1979- 
80.  In  a  move  to  “buy  time,”  the  trustees 
of  the  Nashville  college  appointed  a  task 
force  of  board  members  to  consider 
“what  programs  are  most  needed  by  the 
church.”  They  are  to  report  bapk  at  a 
special  called  session  of  the  board  May 
14. 

“The  question  is,  how  can  this  school, 
which  was  birthed  and  had  its  life 
equipping  laity  for  ministry,  find  its 


proper  role  today,”  said  board 
chairperson  Betsy  Ewing  of  New  York 
City. 

Scarritt  has  a  degree  program  with  249 
students  enrolled,  a  Center  for 
Continuing  Education  and  a  Center  for 
Women’s  Studies.  The  school’s  budget 
for  the  current  year  is  $1,811,203. 

Scarritt  receives  annual  support  from 
a  church-wide  “Three-College  Fund,”  a 
$500,000  apportioned  fund  administered 
by  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  In  1977,  Scarritt  received  50 
percent  of  the  fund’s  total  income,  which 
amounted  to  $462,000.  In  1978,  it  received 
40  percent  of  $473,202.  The  other  schools 
which  share  in  the  fund  are  Alaska 
Pacific  University  in  Anchorage  and 
American  University  in  Washington, 
DC. 


‘This  I  Know’ 


“Karl  Barth,  the  late  theologian,  wrote 
more  theological  books  than  any  other 
person  in  the  twentieth  century.  Most  of 
his  writing  is  both  profound  and  hard  to 
read. 

Once,  this  great  theologian  was  asked 
whether  he  could  sum  up  the  Christian 
faith  in  one  sentence.  ‘Yes,  of  course  I 
can,  Barth  replied,  it  goes,  Jesus  loves 
me  this  I  know,  for  the  Bible  tells  me 
so.’  ” 

The  speaker  was  Robert  Standhart,  the 
amazing  man  with  the  handicapped  body 
and  the  soaring  spirit,  who  heads  the 
Upper  Room  Prayer  Ministry  in 
Nashville,  which  serves  the  entire  nation 
by  WATS  line. 

“You  all  remember  the  song,”  Rev. 
Standhart  continued,  “so  why  don’t  we 
sjng  it  together.”  Thirty,  deep, 
masculine  voices  joined  together  in  a 


song  many  of  us  had  not  sung  for  years. 

At  first,  it  seemed  just  a  little  foolish. 
Then  I  had  a  flashback  in  my  mind  to  a 
scene  long-forgotten:  little  boys  in  short 
pants  and  girls  in  starched  dresses  in 
Sunday  School  where  I  first  sang  that 
song,  and  where  I  first  learned,  through 
the  church,  that  Jesus  loves  me.  Then  I 
remembered  Jesus  had  said,  “Unless 
you  come  as  little  children,  you  cannot 
enter  the  Kingdom  of  God.”  Suddenly,  I 
knew  that  the  persons  who  need  to  sing 
"Jesus  loves  me”  most  of  all  are  not  the 
little  ones  in  the  kindergarten,  but 
middle  aged  folks  like  me,  who,  by 
knowing  many  things,  often  forget  the 
most  basic  realities. 

Won’t  you  join  with  me  and  sing  the 
chorus? 

(By  Ray  Branton,  editor) 


In  Memoriam 


Itev.  Claude  M.  Crotwell 


Rev.  Claude  M.  Crotwell,  53,  pastor  of 
the  Bernice  Charge  in  the  Ruston 
District,  died  April  10  in  the  Farmerville 
Hospital  after  a  short  illness. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Bernice 
Church  with  Ruston  District 
Superintendent  Bob  Peyton  conducting 
the  services. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  at 
Johnson  Chapel  Methodist  Church  at 
Summitt,  Miss. ,  where  he  was  buried. 

A  native  of  Summitt.  Miss.,  he  served 
churches  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife.  Mrs.  Jimmie 
Crotwell.  two  sons,  three  daughters  and 
five  grandchildren. 


Who  are  United  Methodists? 


Have  you  ever  wondered  what  the 
make  up  of  the  Methodist  Church  is? 
Research  has  determined  almost  10 
million  United  Methodists  are: 

•14%  of  the  national  population 
54%  female  —  46%  male 
01%  white 

20%  are  college  graduates 
54%  high  school 
26%  grade  school 

36%  manual  laborers  by  employment 
24%  professional 
21%  non  laborers 
11%  white-collar 
8%  Farm  workers 
45%  are  50  years  of  age  or  older 


37%  are  from  30  to  49  yrs. 

16%  are  from  21  to  29  years 
40%  are  Democrats  in  political  affiliation 
34%  are  Republican 
24%  are  Independent 
35%  live  in  rural  areas 

22%  in  cities  of  50.000  to  500.000 
21  %  in  cities  over  500,000 
19%  in  cities  from  2,500  to  50.000 
30%  are  in  the  Mid-west 
30%  in  the  South 
23%  in  the  East 
17%  in  the  West 

5%  worship  weekly  as  compared  to  a 
national  average  of  43% 

( From  another  Conference  paper ) 


-Around  the  Conference- 


‘It’s  a  small  world . . 


Lenten  fair 


“It’s  A  Small  World  —  Love  It”  was  the 
theme  of  the  Missions  Saturation 
weekend  held  in  the  Monroe  District 
March  9-11.  Harold  LaGrone,  district 
missions  chairman,  was  over-all 
coordinator  for  the  event,  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  Monroe  District  Council 
on  Ministries. 

Activities  began  on  Friday  evening, 
with  a  supper  for  the  visiting  mission 
interpreters  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC.  The 
District-wide  Missions  Rally  followed  in 
the  St.  Paul’s  sanctuary.  Dr.  Roy 
Severance,  director  of  development, 
Missions  to  the  Cumberlands,  was  the 
guest  speaker  for  the  rally.  Following  the 
rally  the  participants  were  able  to  attend 
sessions  with  two  different  interpreters 
to  hear  more  of  their  particular  work. 

Eighteen  mission  interpreters 
representing  institutions  both  within  and 
outside  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  who 
came  to  Monroe  for  the  rally  were:  John 
Allen.  Superintendent,  Sager  Brown 
School;  Jerry  Bridges,  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  Macdonell  UM  Children’s  Ser¬ 
vices;  James  Brinks.  Administrative 

Needles  fly 

SHREVEPORT  —  A  group  of  ladies  at 
Cedar  Grove  UMC  have  started  an 
unusual  community  project  Each 
Wednesday  they  go  to  a  nearby  nursing 
home  and  issue  a  call  on  the  intercom  for 
those  needing  repairs  to  their  clothing  to 
bring  them  to  the  activities  room.  They 
have  reported  that  a  steady  stream  of 
patients  come  bringing  ripped,  torn  and 
buttonless  garments  for  repair.  The 
needles  fly  and  as  the  clothes  are 
repaired  the  women  from  Cedar  Grove 
UMC  share  words  of  cheer  with  the 
residents  at  the  home. 

Ethnic  Minority 
workshop  Saturday 

The  Workshop  on  Christian  Education 
for  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Churches 
is  set  for  this  Saturday  at  Camphor 
Memorial  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  from 
9:30  a  m.  to  2  p.m.  It  is  not  too  late  to 
register  Contact  Ray  Branton  at  thf 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Office. 
(318)  868-5362  or  Rev  George  W.  C 
Calvin.  Box  73685,  Baton  Rouge.  70807. 


Director,  International  Nursing  Services 
Assn.;Emma  Burris,  retired  Deaconess; 
Terrell  J.  DeVille  and  Doug  Williams, 
Jr.,  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home;  Noe  Gonzales,  President,  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute;  Andy  Hall,  Scarritt 
College;  Roy  Katayama,  Executive 
Secretary  forUMCOR  Cultivation;  Kent 
Kilbourne;  John  Koelemay,  Chaplain 
and  Program  Director,  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital;  William 
London,  Jr.,  Director,  People’s  United 
Methodist  Center;  Bill  Mayo,  Director, 
Methodist  Home  Hospital;  Ken 
McIntosh,  Field  Representative,  Board 
of  Global  Ministries;  Spiller  Milton, 
Director,  Dulac  Community  Center; 
Tafadzwa  Nderere,  student  at  Scarritt 
from  Rhodesia;  Sandy  Palmer,  Scarritt 
student  from  Australia;  and  Dr. 
Severance. 

The  Missioners  were  highlighted  in 
various  activities  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  at  churches  throughout  the 
district.  They  also  filled  many  pulpits  on 
Sunday  morning  and  evening. 

Course  for  Teachers 

SHREVEPORT  —  Centenary  College 
will  offer  two  teacher  training  courses 
this  summer  that  Church  School  teachers 
as  well  as  public  school  teachers  will  find 
helpful. 

The  Children’s  Ministries  course 
discusses  how  children  learn  and 
provides  practice  of  methods  for 
teaching  children.  Ideas  for  a 
comprehensive  ministry  with  children 
are  shared. 

The  second  course  “Audiovisuals  in 
Education”  gives  practice  in  making  and 
using  inexpensive  audiovisual  aids.  Use 
of  art.  tape  recorders,  slides,  mounting 
and  preserving  pictures,  etc.  will  be  the 
focus  of  the  class.  Dr.  Don  Emler  will 
teach  both  courses. 

Credit  may  be  obtained  at  either  the 
graduate  or  undergraduate  level  in 
education  for  the  audiovisual  course  for 
those  desiring  teacher  certification. 

The  classes  will  be  June  5-27  each 
morning.  Classes  may  be  taken  for  credit 

142.50)  or  for  special  audit  ($60).  Pre- 
registration  is  April  27  and  30.  Further 
information  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Office  of  Admissions. 


BATON  ROUGE  —  A  Lenten  Fair 
provided  an  unusual  setting  for  an 
intergenerational  gathering  at  Francis 
Asbury  UMC  recently.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Georgia  Ford,  each 
Church  School  class,  UMW,  UMM  and 
UMY  developed  and  exhibited  an 
interest  center  dealing  with  the  symbols 
and  meaning  of  the  Lenten  Season 

Presidential 
scholar  named 

SHREVEPORT  —  Betty  Louise  Mrdja, 
a  member  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  has  been 
named  a  1979  Presidential  Scholar  by  the 
U  S.  Commissioner  of  Education  Ernest 
L.  Boyer  and  the  Commission  on 
Presidential  Scholars. 

This  program  annually  identifies  the 
most  intellectually  distinguished  and 
accomplished  graduating  high  school 
seniors  in  the  nation. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  Rudolph  and 
Bettie  J.  Mrdja  who  live  at  4228  Kenny  St 
in  Bossier  City. 

She  is  one  of  the  1,000  outstanding 
young  Americans  to  become  a  finalist  in 
this  program  from  more  than  3  million 
seniors  to  graduate  this  year. 

Betty  is  a  graduating  senior  from 
Parkway  High  School  in  Bossier  City. 


Christians  look 
at  death 

ALEXANDRIA  —  a  six-week  seminar, 
A  Christian  Looks  at  Death  and  Dying, 
was  held  at  First  UMC  with  remarkable 
success.  A  different  aspect  of  the  subject 
was  covered  each  week. 

The  introductory  session  included  the 
viewing  of  a  filmstrip  from  the 
Conference  Resource  Library  entitled 
“Living  With  Dying.” 

For  the  next  five  weeks,  guest 
speakers  in  their  area  of  expertise  were 
invited  to  lead  the  session.  They  were: 
Dr.  Tom  Norman,  a  pathologist,  and 
Capt.  Jack  Walker,  Senior  R.N.  at 
England  Air  Force  Base,  led  the  session 
on  Care  of  the  Dying  Patient;  Chaplain 
Howard  Parshall,  Pinecrest  State 
School,  led  the  session  on  Grief  and  Loss ; 
Mr  Bill  Owens,  attorney,  talked  about 
legal  issues;  Mr  Hank  Hathom,  Hixson 
Brothers  Funeral  Home,  talked  about 
funeral  arrangements  For  the  last 
session,  small  groups  looked  at  scripture 
selections  concerning  life  after  death  and 
Rev  Fraser  shared  his  understanding  of 
the  Christian  Hope. 

This  short-term  seminar  was  planned 
and  coordinated  by  Mrs.  Ann  Lowrey  and 
Rev.  Brenda  T.  Layman  with  the 
expectation  of  attendance  to  be  about  8  to 
12.  To  their  surprise  and  delight,  about  60 
persons  attended  each  week 


What’s  Happening 


SLIDELL  —  Holy  Week  at  First  UMC 
was  highlighted  by  the  church’s  4th 
annual  production  of  “A  Living 
Dramatization  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci’s 
The  Last  Supper”  by  Ernest  K .  Emurian. 
Emurian. 

William  P.  Breeding  directed  this 
year’s  production. 

*  *  * 

INDEPENDENCE  —  A  stage  pro¬ 
duction  of  “The  Divine  Tragedy”  was 
presented  by  the  Inter-Church  Christian 
Fellowship  April  10  and  11.  Scenes  from 
the  Easter  Story  were  acted  out. 

MANY  —  First  UMC  is  still  looking  for 
pictures  and  information  about  their 
former  ministers.  If  you  have  any 
information  about  Rev.  Alonzo  Monk  who 
was  pastor  in  1908,  please  contact  Bertha 
Hoagland,  715  Georgia  Ave..  Many. 
71449. 


BELLE  CHASSE  —  A  Special 
Passover  Feast  was  recently  held  at 
Belle  Chasse  UMC  to  highlight  the  meal 
which  Jesus  celebrated  with  his  disciples 
in  the  Upper  Room.  A  special  table 
containing  items  of  food  used  during  that 
meal  was  prepared  and  the  ritual 
recorded  in  Scriptures  about  the  event 
was  followed  as  closely  as  possible. 

Also,  the  UMY  will  present  a  special 
service  on  April  29  highlighting  the 
various  creeds  employed  by  the 
Christian  faith  since  its  beginnings. 
Under  the  leadership  of  sponsors  Jerry 
and  Peggy  Rogers,  special  banners 
portraying  symbols  of  each  creed  have 
been  made 

LAFAYETTE  —  Mrs.  Cornelia  D. 
Anderson  recently  celebrated  her  100th 
birthday  at  Mallalieu  UMC  A  special 
program  was  presented  in  her  honor  and 
she  was  given  a  plaque. 


Sr 
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The  General  Council  on  Ministries  idea 
needs  to  be  reevaluated  and  redefined 


Here  I  Stand 

We  should  all  look  to  Jesus 
for  guidance  and  priorities 


APRIL  27.  1979 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

“When  in  doubt.  United  Methodists 
tinker  with  structure.” 

That’s  a  charge  often  leveled  at  “the 

ale  called  Methodist”  by  observers 
i  inside  and  outside  our 
denomination.  And  while  it  is  often  said 
in  jest,  few  persons  familiar  with  our 
church's  history  would  deny  it  contains  a 
seed  of  truth. 

•  Our  most  recent  major  restructuring 
took  place  in  1972.  At  that  time  —  only 
|four  years  after  the  former  Methodist 
and  Evangelical  United  Brethren  (EUB) 
churches  merged  to  become  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  our  national 
structure  underwent  changes  not  only  to 
align  church  organization  more  closely 
with  changing  times,  but  hopefully  to 
combine  the  “best”  from  the  structures 
of  the  two  merging  bodies. 

Among  the  more  significant  changes 
brought  about  in  1972  was  the  creation  of 
a  new  agency  at  the  national  level  called 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM).  In  many  ways  the  GCOM  was 
an  evolution  from  the  old  EUB  General 
Council  on  Program,  a  body  charged  in 
that  denomination  with  administering  the 
work  of  the  church  and  making  program 
decisions  between  sessions  of  the 
church’s  main  legislative  body,  the 
General  Conference. 

The  GCOM  was  a  basically  new 
concept,  however,  to  those  in  the  united 
church  who  were  former  Methodists. 
Historically,  the  role  of  overseer  of  the 
“temporal  and  spiritual  life”  of  the 
entire  denomination  had  been  given  to 
the  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  —  and 
this  included  in  theory,  if  not  always  in 
practice,  such  duties  as  overviewing  the 
work  of  the  church’s  general  program 
agencies  between  sessions  of  the  General 
Conference. 

As  of  the  restructuring,  however,  while 
the  UMC’s  Constitution  continued  to 
charge  the  Council  of  Bishops  with 
“oversight"  of  the  entire  denomination 
(Para.  52,  Article  III),  the  new  General 
Council  on  Ministries  was  assigned, 
through  legislation,  specific  duties  for 
evaluation,  review  and  coordination  of 
national  agencies  and  programs. 

From  the  beg  inning  there  has  been  a 
division  of  feeling  among  United 
Methodists  about  the  existence  of  the 
GCOM.  On  one  side,  some  persons  have 
feared  the  GCOM  would  become  a  “mini- 
General  Conference”  and  gather 
authority  for  itself  which  would  make 
General  Conference  no  more  than  a 
rubber-stamp  gathering  every  four 
years;  or  that  the  GCOM  would  drift 
away  from  coordination,  evaluation  and 
review  and  into  the  area  of  program 
itself  —  adding  confusion  to  our  national 
ministry  and  mission  efforts.  On  the 
other  side,  some  persons  have  feared 
that  persons  wanting  to  insure 
limitations  on  the  GCOM’s  power  would 
strip  it  of  all  power  and  leave  it  an 
impotent,  hollow  council  with  a  job  to  do 
but  no  authority  to  do  it. 

What  is  the  purpose  of  GCOM? 

The  United  Methodist  “Book  of 
Discipline”  lists  27  functions  for  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries.  They  vary 
from  maintaining  the  general  church 
calendar  to  recommending  new 
churchwide  programs  and  priorities. 

The  council  —  often  called  the  most 
representative  body  of  United 
Methodism  apart  from  the  General 
Conference  —  is  made  up  of  one  member 
from  each  of  the  denomination's  73 
annual  conferences,  a  bishop  from  each 
of  the  five  jurisdictions,  one  member 
from  each  of  the  national  program 
agencies,  15  members-at-large  selected 
by  the  council,  three  representatives 
from  overseas  conferences,  and  several 
other  members  with  voice  but  no  vote. 
Its  total  membership  includes  131 
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persons. 

GCOM  is  composed  of  five  major 
units:  Coordination  —  assigned  to 
overview  the  national  work  of  the 
church,  identify  points  of  overlap  and 
suggest  how  agencies  might  better 
coordinate  their  efforts  with  a  minimum 
of  duplication  ,  Evaluation  and  Review  — 
to  study  and  observe  the  work  of  the 
UMC’s  national  agencies,  point  out 
strengths  and  weaknesses  and  make 
recommendations  on  how  agencies 
might  do  their  work  more  effectively; 
Priorities  and  Quadrennial  Programs  — 
to  monitor  the  implementation  of  pre¬ 
sent  priorities  and  identify  and  recom¬ 
mend  needed  churchwide  programs 
and  priorities;  Communications  Policies 
—  to  study,  coordinate  and  make  recom¬ 
mendations  related  to  the  churchwide 
communications  system  and  general 
periodicals;  Management  — to  study  and 
make  recommendations  concerning 
needed  changes  in  United  Methodist 
structure,  and  to  conduct  studies  upon 
referral  by  the  General  Conference 
regarding  such  issues  as  whether  or  not 
the  church  should  maintain  a  quota 
system  and  jurisdictional  structure. 

How  effective  has  GCOM  been? 

While  few  persons  could  dispute  the 
importance  of  such  responsibilities  in  the 
operation  of  the  church,  a  basic  question 
needs  to  be  answered:  Has  the  GCOM 
proved  to  be  the  most  effective  and 
efficient  instrument  for  fulfilling  these 
responsibilities? 

To  date,  we  believe  it  has  not. 

While  the  staff  of  the  GCOM  is  among 
the  most  talented  and  innovative  in  the 
denomination,  the  GCOM  has  not  worked 
out  in  fact  as  it  was  conceived  on  paper 
for  several  reasons: 

•  The  GCOM  has  little  real  authority 
over  the  program  agencies  it  has  been 
told  to  evaluate,  review  and  coordinate. 
Both  the  General  Conference  and  the 
denomination’s  Judicial  Council  have 
carefully  denied  the  GCOM  anything 
more  than  the  power  to  recommend. 

•  In  the  absence  of  real  authority,  the 
GCOM  has  become  an  arena  for 
discussion  and  a  place  where  General 
Conference  legislation  from  boards  and 
agencies  is  funneled.  While  both  of  these 
functions  have  some  value,  we  question 
the  need  for  a  131-member  council  at  a 
cost  of  $3  million  a  quadrennium  to 
accomplish  this  task. 

Stripped  to  essentials,  we  do  not 
question  the  work  of  the  GCOM  nor  the 


effort  of  its  staff  and  members;  we  do 
question  whether  the  church  can 
responsibily  afford  to  spend  so  much  to 
accomplish  so  little. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  coordination, 
evaluation  and  review  of  our  church’s 
general  programs  should  be  done  by 
someone  between  sessions  of  the  General 
Conference.  But  the  present  GCOM 
structure,  we  believe,  has  not  proved  to 
be  the  most  effective  way  to  accomplish 
these  goals  within  the  bounds  of  good 
stewardship  of  both  time  and  money. 

What  needs  to  be  done? 

While  we  do  not  presume  to  have  a 
panacea  solution  to  offer,  we  believe  the 
time  has  come  for  church  leaders  to 
begin  making  a  serious  re-evaluation  of 
the  GCOM  concept  with  an  eye  toward 
revision. 

Such  a  revision  could  proceed  in  at 
least  three  different  directions:  (1)  It 
could  involve  substantially  increasing 
the  authority  of  the  GCOM  so  as  to  give 
real  meaning  to  its  responsibility  for 
overseeing  the  general  program  of  the 
UMC;  (2)  It  could  involve  admitting  that 
the  GCOM  has  come  to  be  more  of  a 
caretaker-agency  than  an  oversight 
agency,  reducing  the  size  of  its 
membership  and  budget  accordingly  and 
allowing  each  of  the  UMC’s  general 
agencies  to  be  accountable  to  no  one  in 
between  sessions  of  the  General 
Conference;  or  ,(3)  It  could  involve 
abolishing  the  GCOM  and  reassigning  its 
essential  functions  of  evaluation,  review 
and  coordination  of  the  UMC’s  national 
programs  to  some  other  agency  —  which 
would  necessarily  be  either  the  Council 
of  Bishops  or  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 

There  are  obvious  grounds  for 
opposing  each  of  these  alternatives,  but 
we  believe  any  one  of  them  would  be 
preferable  to  maintaining  the  GCOM 
under  its  present  structural  functions 
and  limitations. 

We  hope  that  between  now  and  the  1980 
General  Conference  in  Indianapolis, 
these  —  and  perhaps  other  —  alter¬ 
natives  for  most  effectively  over¬ 
seeing  the  UMC’s  general  programs 
will  be  discussed  and  evaluated,  and  that 
the  General  Conference  will  decide  to 
redefine  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  so  that  its  functions,  its 
authority,  its  membership  and  its  budget 
correspond  appropriately  with  one 
another. 


By  GEORGE  GARDNER  HILL 

Proposal:  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  its  people  and  organization,  look 
to  the  one  who  called  the  church  together 
in  the  first  place.  Each  United  Methodist 
Christian  be  reminded  that  Jesus  is  our 
leader  and  example,  that  God’s  chosen 
method  of  changing  and  saving  us  is  by 
our  beholding  Jesus  and  being  changed 
into  his  likeness  from  one  degree  to 
another  (II  Corinthians  3).  Each  person 
who  has  joined  the  church  be  reminded 
that  he/she  has  the  duty  and  privilege  to 
be  a  reminder  of  Jesus,  speaking  of  him 
and  showing  forth  some  part  of  his 
character.  And  each  congregation  and 
the  connectional  church,  in  their 
decision-making,  look  to  Jesus  for 
guidance  and  priorities. 

First  we  will  have  to  look  to  the 
Gospels  and  see  what  Jesus  is  actually 
like.  He  is  simply  not  the  genial, 
innocuous  popularity-contest  winner  that 
most  people  have  in  mind  when  they  use 
the  word  “Christian”  —  a  description  to 
which  church  people  all  too  often 
acquiesce.  (A  good  church  woman  once 
insisted  that  Jesus  was  the  most  polite 
person  who  ever  lived:  “Politeness  is  a 
virtue,  Jesus  was  the  epitome  of  all 
virtues,  therefore  Jesus  was  the  most 
polite  person  ever.”  That  sort  of 
backward  reasoning,  applying  the 
standards  of  Emily  Post,  Madison 
Avenue  or  other  contemporary  taste- 
setters  to  Jesus,  can  sneak  up  on  any  of 
us  if  we  don’t  rigorously  examine  the 
record  and  see  how  Jesus  in  fact 
appeared  to  the  people  who  saw  him. ) 

In  our  church  we  are  studying  Mark’s 
gospel  in  detail.  So  far  —  through  chapter 
7  —  I  find  him  to  be  self-assured, 
intuitive,  visionary,  thoughtful, 
demanding,  elitist,  inner-directed,  God- 
obsessed,  arbitrary,  courageous  and 
single-minded.  I  do  not  find  him 
especially  “likable”  or  “kind”  as  those 
words  are  generally  understood  in  our 
culture.  Don’t  take  my  word  for  it;  the 
record  is  there,  read  it  for  yourself  with 
the  mental  courage  to  see  what  is  there. 
Have  you  really  known  what  He  is  like? 

Good  things  will  result  from  our 
looking  to  Jesus,  the  pioneer  and 
perfecter  of  our  faith  ( Hebrews  12:2) : 

The  Christian  person  will  find  a 
“salvation  plan”  that  is  true  to 
experience  and  morally  consistent  with 
the  self-giving  love  of  religious  maturity. 
We  are  in  fact  changed  by  those  to  whom 
we  are  close,  and  the  experience  of 
growing  in  abundant  life  with  Jesus  is  a 


blessing  to  those  who  know  it  and  those 
who  meet  them. 

In  the  local  church,  looking  to  Jesus  is 
a  better  way  to  deal  with  difference  of 
opinion  in  decision-making  than  is  the 
contest  of  wills  that  often  happens. 
Perhaps  my  most  oft-repeated  blunder 
as  a  pastor  has  been  failure  to  insist  that 
we  simply  go  to  him  who  owns  the  church 
for  help  in  deciding  what  happens  in  His 
household ;  I  have  seen  a  church  business 
meeting  transformed  because  someone 
opened  a  Bible  to  Jesus’  words. 

On  the  wider  church  level,  reference  to 
Jesus  may  be  a  possible  way  to  join  the 
so-called  evangelicals  and  the  so-called 
liberals  into  a  common  quest. 
Christianity  is  not  a  religion  of  a  book  or 
of  a  social  program,  but  of  a  person; 
either  the  Bible  or  a  “cause”  is  an  idol 
when  it  becomes  more  important  than 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  starting  point  of  our 
faith. 

Looking  to  Jesus  could  help  the  United 
Methodist  Church  gain  a  sense  of 


By  MICHAEL  J.  BOYD 

He  stood  before  me  in  the  small 
classroom  of  the  Franklin  Street 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  — 
now  called  the  United  Methodist  Church 
—  of  Union  City,  Ohio.  One  by  one,  he 
called  upon  each  boy  assembled  to  read 
Bible  verses  and  lesson  elements.  On  my 
part,  it  was  more  of  an  act  of  courtesy 
than  a  sincere  attempt  to  find  a  true 
meaning  for  Christian  living  that  I  read 
for  him. 

Yet,  Harry  Porter,  my  Sunday  school 
teacher,  exemplifies  that  true  Christian 
person  that  we  all  should  strive  to  be.  In 
many  ways,  it  was  not  what  he  said  in 
those  Sunday  school  classes  that 
impressed  me,  but  his  overall  Christian 
manhood  that  helped  guide  me  toward 
our  Heavenly  Father.  For  all  this  strong 
Christian  example,  I  thank  God  every 
day. 

In  the  first  place,  I  now  realize  that 
Harry  is  an  honest  person.  In  fact,  his 
gentle,  truthful  manner  frequently 
transcended  from  church  to  Wednesday 
evening  baseball,  which  he  organized  for 
the  boys  of  the  church.  For  example,  if 
Umpire  Porter  called  us  out  on  strikes, 
we  frequently  argued.  But  his  sincere 


priorities  based  on  Christian  mission 
rather  than  personal  hangups.  On  the 
matter  of  homosexuality,  for  instance, 
the  church  should  say  and  do  exactly 
what  Jesus  said  and  did  —  nothing.  On 
the  matter  of  nonviolent  power  we  should 
say  and  do  what  Jesus  said  and  did  — 
plenty. 

Pastors  have  a  special  interest  in  the 
recovery  of  Jesus-centered  priorities  in 
our  church:  The  UM  Church  is 
developing  criteria  for  evaluating  us.  Let 
us  not  set  standards  that  Jesus  himself 
would  flunk!  (He  didn’t  seem  able  to 
keep  the  good  will  of  people  who  were 
opposed  to  his  mission,  for  instance.) 

Rise  up,  O  men  and  women  of  God! 
Have  done  with  lesser  things.  Let  us  look 
to  Jesus,  see  Him  as  He  really  is,  and 
insist  that  our  churches  help  us  to  do  this, 
the  great  adventure  of  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
George  Gardner  Hill,  is  pastor  of  the 
East  Avenue  UMC  in  Norwalk, 
Connecticut  (New  York  Conference). 


nature  usually  calmed  us  with  this  reply: 
“That’s  the  way  I  saw  it!”  Through 
many  church  activities,  which  he 
planned  and  organized  himself,  Harry 
maintained  a  warm,  honest  relationship 
with  us. 

Moreover,  I  now  realize  just  how 
dedicated  Harry  is  to  the  church  and  our 
loving  Father.  Recently,  he  told  me  that 
he  wanted  to  be  a  school  teacher,  but  the 
Great  Depression  altered  his  plans.  Since 
I  believe  that  Christ  calls  many  teachers 
into  His  service,  I  am  convinced  that  He 
called  Harry  to  serve  Him  as  a  Sunday 
school  teacher.  I  truly  felt  the  dedicated 
concern  that  Harry  must  have  felt  for  me 
long  ago  when  he  shared  with  me  some  of 
his  trials  and  tribulations  of  teaching 
young  people  today. 

Most  of  all,  I  admire  Harry’s  quiet 
humility.  Although  his  quiet  manner 
could  be  miscontrued  for  shyness,  I  now 
realize  that  it  is  because  of  a  close, 
humble  relationship  that  he  shares  with 
our  Heavenly  Father  that  extends  itself 
toward  those  around  him.  In  short,  Harry 
Porter  is  a  man  with  a  sincere  min'd, 
dedicated  heart,  and  humble  spirit. 

I  shall  always  remember  my  Sunday 
school  teacher! 


My  Witness 

My  Sunday  School  teacher  made ; 
a  lasting  imprint  on  my  life 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


God’s  face  is  shown  through  our  expressions  of  concern 


To  the  Editor: 

There  is  an  interesting  story  of  a  small 
child  who,  when  put  to  bed,  insisted  that 
his  mother  not  leave  him.  He  was  given 
assurance  that  Jesus  was  with  him  all 
the  time.  All  of  us  know  what  he  meant 
when  he  said,  “But  I  want  somebody  with 
a  face.”  None  of  us  has  ever  seen  God 
and  multiplied  millions  have  never  heard 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  They  don’t  know 
that  God  cared  so  much  for  us  human 
beings  that  He  took  on  our  form  and 
dwelt  among  us  for  a  while.  In  ways 
better  than  words  can  tell,  He  showed  us 
that  He  cares  about  us. 

While  many  people  are  dying  of 
malnutrition,  hunger  and  disease,  we 
here  in  America  are  fighting  the  battle  of 
inflation  It  seems  almost  ail  of  us  are 
seeking  to  keep  our  salaries,  etc.,  in  line 
or  ahead  of  the  society  of  which  we  are 
part.  Sometimes  we  feel  like  asking, 
“Whatever  happened  to  sacrifice  for  the 
cause  of  Christ?” 

We  United  Methodists  have  three  great 
missional  priorities  for  this  quad¬ 
rennium.  By  now  we  shouldn’t  have 
to  be  reminded  that  they  are  World 
Hunger,  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Churches 
and  Evangelism.  All  these  are  important 
and  each  gives  us  a  golden  opportunity  to 
let  people,  flesh  and  blood  folk,  see  God’s 
face  through  our  gifts  of  love  and 
concern.  As  followers  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  those  who  sit  in  the  darkness  of 
need  may  be  able  to  see  the  face  of  God 
through  our  giving  of  self,  service  and 
substance. 

A  vital  part  of  the  cost  of  showing  the 
face  of  God  in  a  dark  world  is  in  true 
sacrifice.  Many  will  refuse  to  believe 
until  they  know  we  care  by  working  the 
words  of  our  Lord.  He  it  was  who  said  we 
should  do  greater  works  than  he  did.  We 
need  to  thank  God  for  a  church  which  has 
given  us  handles  by  which  we  may  serve, 
thus  proving  that  the  risen  Christ  is 
present  where  there  is  hurt.  Wasn’t  it 
Martin  Luther  who  said  that  every  man 
should  be  a  Christ  to  his  neighbor? 

J.  Paul  Touchton 

Jacksonville.  Florida 

Wanted:  ideas  for  relating 
to  people  on  farms 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  put  a  word  in  the  Reporter  for 
us  so  that  I  can  collect  some  ideas  from 
other  friends  in  rural  areas  who  have 
outreach  programs  for  isolated  farms. 

With  the  harshest  winter  on  record  this 
year  it  has  put  a  new  emphasis  on  the 
elderly  in  the  farming  community. 

Our  town  is  quickly  turning  into  a  city; 
many  church  and  social  organizations 
have  made  successful  efforts  to  reach 
persons  in  need  within  the  city  limits.  But 
Stillwater,  like  many  U.S.  towns,  has  its 
roots  in  the  land  and  those  people  who 
once  built  the  town  with  their  hard  work 
are  now  isolated  by  their  love  for  the 
farms  they  built  40  to  60  years  ago. 

We  are  trying  to  start  a  good  neighbor 
program  called  "Friends  Together”  to 
work  out  a  system  for  emergency 
repairs,  medical  assistance  and  the 
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multitude  of  helpful  things  a  good 
neighbor  used  to  always  be  on  hand  for. 
We  are  hoping  to  set  it  up  by  areas  giving 
neighbors  a  chance  to  know  each  other 
again. 

Anyone  who  has  set  up  any  similar 
programs  is  requested  to  share  his 
successes  and  ideas  with  us. 

Barbara  Dick 
Stillwater.  Oklahoma 

Editor’s  Note:  Persons  with  ideas  to 
share  with  Ms.  Dick  may  send  them  to 
TM/UMR  and  they  will  be  forwarded  to 
her. 

IYC  editorials  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  accept  my  personal 
appreciation  for  the  two  editorials  in 
support  of  the  “International  Year  of  the 
Child”  which  appeared  in  the  March  30 
issue  of  TM/UMR. 

It  is  important  to  be  made  aware,  with 
fresh  documentation,  of  conditions  which 
are  both  life-building  and  de-humanizing. 
It  is  especially  important  that  this  be 
done  in  regard  to  children  and  that  it  be 
done  on  a  worldwide  scale.  The 
International  Year  of  the  Child  attempts 
to  do  that. 

Recently  I  was  in  Greece  and  visited 
that  country’s  National  Archaeological 
Museum  in  which  they  have  a  perfectly 
delightful  exhibit  on  “Childlife  in 
Antiquity”  —  one  of  their  contributions  to 
the  International  Year  of  the  Child. 

Again,  thank  you  for  the  editorials. 

Mrs.  Johnnie  Marie  Grimes 
Dallas.  Texas 

Danger  seen  in  IYC 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “International  Year  of  the  Child” 
has  stirred  a  lot  of  fears  among 
Christians  who  see  the  family  structure 
being  threatened  by  the  program.  We 
need  to  be  aware  of  the  damage 
“International  Year  of  the  Child”  related 
programs  can  do  to  the  family  as 
biblically  portrayed. 

Already  a  bill  has  been  introduced  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  called 
“The  Child  Care  Act  of  1979"  <S4).  Copies 
can  be  obtained  from  your  local 
Congressman.  This  bill  deals  with  the 
establishment  of  government-controlled 


child  care  centers.  Two  child 
development  bills  were  defeated  in  1971 
and  1975  by  alert  parents,  and  this  one 
can  also  be  defeated  if  enough  concerned 
people  will  write  and  oppose  this  bill. 

Family  life  was  ordained  of  God  and 
parents  have  a  responsibility  to  give 
their  children  love  and  training  the 
government  can  never  supply.  All  of  us 
must  wake  up  and  speak  out  before  it  is 
too  late. 

Mrs.  Gloria  Carlisle 
Sanborn,  New  York 

A  timely  warning 

To  the  Editor: 

In  his  book  “The  New  Shape  of 
American  Religion,”  Martin  Marty 
quotes  Norman  Pittenger  regarding 
dangers  to  theological  freedom  in  a  time 
of  organizational  conformism:  “A 
religious  body  which  denies  legitimate 
freedom  is  in  danger  of  becoming  a 
demonic  institution  which  blasphemously 
claims  to  be  an  absolute;  and  for  such 
an  institution,  however  long  it  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  ‘successful,’  the  judgment  is 
sure.  It  will  be  swept  ‘as  rubbish  to 
the  void.'  ” 

This  is  strong  language,  stronger  than 
I  would  use.  But  it  is  a  timely  warning  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  which 
espouses  pluralism  and  freedom  of  the 
pulpit  but  acts  to  withdraw  the 
credentials  of  a  minister  who  dares  to 
stray  from  the  bounds  of  “mainstream 
Methodism”  (TM/UMR,  April  6  and  13) . 
Wesley’s  famous  dictum,  “If  your  heart 
is  as  mine,  then  give  me  your  hand,”  has 
undergone  radical  surgery;  the 
“mainstream.”  rather  than  the  heart, 
seems  to  have  become  paramount.  If 
Pittenger  is  correct,  the  “mainstream” 
is  in  danger  of  becoming  a  dry  creekbed, 
Jim  Sweeney 
Dallas,  Texas 

Congregation  must  be  heard 

To  the  Editor: 

When  a  pastor  can  take  most  of  his 
former  congregation  and  meet  in  a 
nearby  school  house,  then  the 
congregation  must  be  heard.  Who  is  the 
church,  if  not  its  people9  What  gives  a 
district  superintendent  the  right  to  go 
against  the  members  of  the  church 


(TM/UMR.  April  6  and  13)? 

Three  cheers  for  David  Whitington! 
He  turned  down  more  money  and  a 
larger  congregation.  Is  that  how  we  rate 
“successful”  pastors,  by  money  and  the 
size  of  their  churches? 

The  problem  is  we  are  running  a 
business  instead  of  a  church.  When  the 
day  comes  that  someone  tells  my  pastor 
she  has  to  go  against  her  will  and  the  will 
of  the  congregation,  that  is  the  day  the 
UMC  in  our  part  of  the  country  will  be 
looking  for  a  new  place  of  business  while 
the  rest  of  us  go  about  doing  God’s  work. 

William  M.  Corwin 
Terre  Hill,  Pennsylvania 
The  right  decision 
To  the  Editor  : 

The  Rev.  David  Whitington’s  decision 
to  become  the  pastor  of  an  independent 
church  was  a  wise  one  (TM/UMR, 
March  30  and  April  6). 

United  Methodist  ministers  who  go 
from  charge  to  charge  introducing  non- 
Methodist  literature  and  theology  should 
do  the  honest,  honorable  and  Christian 
thing  -  resign.  Lucille  Hendershot 

South  Houston,  Texas 

Thanks  for  TM/UMR 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  publishing  such  a  great 


newspaper  for  the  church.  I  like  your 
wide  scope  of  interests  and  the  sense  of 
in-depth  reporting  that  you  provide. 

Vern  L.  Klingman 
Billings,  Montand 

How  about  this  ...  ? 

To  the  Editor: 

How  about  some  young  married 
couples  calling  certain  Senior  Citizens  or 
shut-ins  in  their  churches  and  offering  to 
do  a  bit  of  week-end  shopping  for  them? 
It  would  be  like  manna  from  heaven  for 
folks  who  have  no  nearby  relatives. 

How  about  some  Senior  Citizens 
offering  to  mend  children’s  clothes  or 
toys  for  certain  young  parents  in  their 
churches?  Evelyn  Butler  McCulloh 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
Let’s  be  consistent 
To  the  Editor: 

The  proposal  by  the  Commission  to 
Study  the  Itineracy  to  end  guaranteed 
appointments  for  United  Methodist 
ministers  is  welcome  (TM/UMR,  March 
30).  However,  let  us  be  consistent  and 
also  end  guaranteed  appointments  for 
United  Methodist  local  churches.  Each 
local  church  should  be  evaluated 
annually  concerning  its  efforts  to  be 
effective.  Edward  H.  Beck 

Panora,  Iowa 


Best  Books  for  Spring 

Class  Devotions 

For  Use  with  the  1979-80  International  Lessons 

Nondenominational  in  approach,  these  fifty-two  devotions  are 
designed  for  use  with  the  International  Lesson  Series.  Harold  L. 

Fair  begins  each  devotion  with  scripture  and  follows  with  an 
illustration,  often  from  current  news  stories,  and  ends  with  an 
appropriate  prayer.  $3.95,  paper 

The  International  Lesson  Annual,  1979-80 

A  Comprehensive  Commentary  on  the  International 
Sunday  School  Lessons 

The  ILA  celebrates  its  twenty-fifth  year  in  print  with  this  special 
silver  anniversary  edition.  The  step-by-step  lesson  plans  cover  each 
Sunday  from  September,  1979,  through  August,  1980.  Edited  by 
Horace  R.  Weaver.  Lesson  analysis  by  Charles  M.  Laymon. 

$4.50,  paper 

How  to  Be  Happy  in  The  nonElectric  Church 

Are  the  “superstar”  evangelists  leaving  small  churches  in  small 
towns  dejected  instead  of  inspired?  Merle  Allison  Johnson  thinks  so. 
He  suggests  a  variety  of  ways  small  churches  can  learn  to  be  more 
productive.  Illustrated.  $6.95 

Beyond  the  Rummage  Sale 

Innovative  Worship  Program  Resources  for  Women’s  Groups 
Jane  Mall  provides  eighteen  workable  plans  to  end  the 
“rummage  sale  blahs”  in  your  church.  The  book  includes  a 
synopsis  of  each  program,  scripture  readings,  closing  prayers, 
invitations,  and  many  more  great  helps.  Foreword  by  Dennis  C. 
Benson.  $2.95,  paper 


ot  your  cokesbury  bookstore 
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UM  bishop  elected  prime  minister 

First  black  chosen  to  run  Rhodesia  Zimbabwe  in  modern  history 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

SALISBURY,  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  — 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  will  soon  become  the  first 
black  prime  minister  of  this  war-weary 
southern  African  nation. 

That  was  the  overwhelming  prediction 
as  five  days  of  tense  but  less  violent  than  < 
expected  elections  drew  to  a  clo&e  hjere  * 
April  21. 

Although  official  tallies  of  the  voting 
will  take  several  days,  followers  of 
Bishop  Muzorewa  were  claiming  victory 
almost  from  the  time  the  first  ballot  was 
cast. 

Shouting  “heavy,”  “heavy,”  “heavy,” 
and  giving  the  clenched  fist  salute  of  the 
bishops’  African  National  Council 
party,  supporters  danced  and  celebrated 
at  polling  places  throughout  the  country. 

The  face  of  Bishop  Muzorewa  beamed 
from  posters  attached  to  trees,  buildings 
and  cars  from  remote  villages  to  the 
center  of  Salisbury. 

Threats  of  guerilla  leaders  to  turn  the 
elections  into  a  “bloodbath”  failed  to 
materialize  as  more  than  60  percent  of  all 


eligible  voters  in  the  country  went  to  the 
polls. 

While  several  polling  places  in  areas 
where  guerilla  forces  are  concentrated 
were  attacked,  casualties  were  “light.” 
(Government  figures  claim  218  guerillas 
and  21  government  troops  were  killed 
during  the  first  four  days  of  the  election. 
No  figures  were  given  for  civilians. ) 

By  mid-week,  the  support  of  Bishop 
Muzorewa  by  voters  appeared  so  strong 
that  the  main  question  among  the  people 
became  not  who  would  win  the  election, 
but  what  his  election  would  bring  to 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  —  a  nation  where 
blacks  were  voting  for  the  first  time  after 
90  years  of  dominance  by  a  white 
minority  government. 

Predictions  of  what  the  elections 
would  accomplish  were  wide  ranged. 
“Patriotic  Front”  guerilla  leaders  Robert 
Mugabe  and  Joshua  Nkomo  said  from 
their  bases  in  the  neighboring  nations 
of  Mozambique  and  Zambia,  that  the 
election  means  nothing.  They  and  their 
sympathizers  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia 
claim  the  elections  are  a  sham  of  white 
government. 


Criticism  of  the  new  constitution  on 
which  the  election  is  based  focused  on 
several  points  at  which  “compromises” 
have  been  made  in  the  concept  of 
majority  rule.  The  constitution,  for 
instance:  (1)  guarantees  28  out  of  100 
seats  in  the  house  of  assembly  to  whites, 

(2)  leaves  army  leadership  with  whites 

(3)  and,  makes  no  provision  for  black 
advancement  in  the  civil  service. 

On  the  other  end  of  the  political 
spectrum,  followers  of  the  bishop  and 
four  other  black  “internal”  parties  claim 
the  elections  signal  the  beginning  of  true 
black  rule  and  equality  between  the 
races. 

Most  citizens  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia, 
however,  seem  neither  overly  optimistic 
nor  pessimistic  about  the  elections,  but 
see  it  as  a  first  step. 

Persons  interviewed  by  TM/UMR  in 
the  cities,  villages,  black  townships, 
tribal  trust  lands  and  white  farming 
areas  had  one  hope  in  common:  that  the 
elections  bring  peace. 

“The  new  constitution  is  not  fair,"  said 
one  black  farm  supervisor  at  his  village 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  nation. 


Council  of  Bishops  told 

Church  said  in  serious  disarray 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

BOSTON  —  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  in  a  state  of  serious  disarray 
due  to  a  lack  of  leadership,  a  theologian 
told  the  denomination’s  bishops  at  their 
spring  meeting  here  April  16-20. 

And  part  of  the  problem  stems  from 
the  Council  of  Bishops  not  exerting  itself 
in  leadership,  said  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler, 
research  professor  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas. 

“There  are  many  more  United 
Methodists  who  know  who  they  are  as 
members  of  the  Body  of  Christ  than  who 
understand  and  trust  their  leaders,”  he 
said.  And  that  has  brought  about  a 
“constitutional  crisis”  in  which  the  lines 
of  authority  and  responsibility  are 
blurred. 

“The  spiritual  and  temporal  interests 
of  our  entire  church  are  not  being 
overseen  as  effectually  as  our  crisis 
requires,”  Dr.  Outler  said.  Unless  some 
reform  is  initiated  by  the  1980  General 
Conference,  “even  a  minor  prophet  can 
promise  you  disaster  down  the  way.” 

Part  of  the  crisis,  said  the  theologian 
who  is  credited  as  the  main  architect  of 
the  church’s  “Doctrinal  Statement” 
adopted  in  1972,  is  that  bishops  are  not 
acting  as  scriptural  “episkopos”  (the 
New  Testament  word  meaning  “over¬ 
seer”  and  translated  as  “bishop”).  That 
does  not  mean  the  bishop  is  the  “big 
enchilada,”  Dr.  Outler  said,  but  rather 
the  chief  pastor  with  a  ministry  of 
paring,  deriving  “authority  for  oversight 
from  the  consent  of  the  overseen.” 

“The  huge  and  quasi-autonomous 
bureaucracy”  whose  executive  staffs 
have  come  to  dominate  the  legislative 
processes  of  General  Conference  is 
another  reason  why  the  UMC  has  a 


r 


constitutional  crisis,  he  declared.  They 
constitute  a  “general  superin  tendency" 
—  which  since  “the  time  of  Asbury  has 
been  understood  as  the  sign  and  agency 
of  the  episcopal  office  in  American 
Methodism,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Outler  offered  five  suggestions  by 
which  the  Council  of  Bishops  could  begin 
to  meet  the  crisis:  (1)  Reformulate 
"your  own  diagnosis”  of  the  current 
problem;  (2)  Meet  and  talk  through  the 
issues  with  the  church’s  other  councils 
and  bureaucracy;  (3)  Revive  the  idea  of 
one  bishop  serving  as  the  “primary” 
bishop;  (4)  Lead  out  in  ecumenical 
endeavors  for  Christian  unity;  and  (5) 
Utilize  Christian  scholars  as  counselors 
and  experts  to  the  council. 

Some  bishops  disagree 

Bishops  John  Warman  of  the 
Harrisburg  (Pa.)  Area  and  James 
Armstrong  of  the  Dakotas  Area 
disagreed  with  Dr.  Outler  in  the 
discussion  period,  claiming  the  crisis 
was  more  one  of  faith  than 
constitutionality.  Others,  however, 
agreed  with  the  theologian’s  analysis  and 
discussed  how  they  might  meet  the 
crisis. 

In  plenary  session  the  bishops  voted  to 
change  the  wording  of  the  missional 
priority  to  be  recommended  to  General 
Conference.  The  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  voted  last  month  to 
set  the  “ethnic  minority  local  church”  as 
the  one  priority  with  five  additional 
program  emphases:  Africa,  the  local 
church,  world  hunger,  world  peace  and 
self-development  of  people  and  higher 
education. 

The  bishops  felt  that  local  churches 
need  to  see  the  priority  not  as  a  “national 
project”  for  someone  else,  but  as  West 


Ohio  Bishop  Dwight  Loder  said, 
priority  that  puts  the  local  church  in 
mission.”  So  they  changed  the  phrasing 
to  read  that  the  missional  priority  be: 
“The  local  church  in  mission  with  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church  as 
priority.” 

While  the  council  supported  GCOM’s 
recommendation  for  the  five  program 
emphases,  the  bishops  particularly 
supported  the  emphasis  on  Africa.  They 
voted  that  they  “stand  ready  to  assist  in 
raising  a  fund”  to  implement  the  Africa 
emphasis  if  General  Conference  enacts 
one. 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  Pittsburgh  and 
president  of  the  World  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  told  the  press 
later  that  “Africa  is  a  major  center  of 
hope  and  risk  for  the  church  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops  is  raising  a  flag  in  the 
U.S.  saying  ‘This  is  the  time  to  be  in 
mission.’” 

The  bishop  of  Angola,  Emilio  de 
Carvalho,  echoed  the  sentiment  as  he 
told  the  council  the  Africa  emphasis  is 
“the  voice  of  the  African  churches.  The 
time  for  Africa  is  now.” 

In  other  business  the  bishops: 

•  Sent  a  resolution  to  President  Jimmy 
Carter  urging  delay  of  construction  of 
any  nuclear  energy  power  plants  until  * 
the  health  and  well-being  of  American 
citizens  can  be  assured  ; 

•Urged  approval  of  the  SALT  II  treaty  ; 

•  Passed  a  resolution  calling  on  the 
government  of  .India  to  restore  religious 
toleration,  following  recent  discrimina¬ 
tory  action  restricting  religious  freedom 
of  Christians  and  other  religious 
minorities  in  India. 

•  Approved  publication  of  a  handbook 
on  clergy  divorce  for  use  by  bishops  and 
their  cabinets. 


People  in  the  news. . . 


Help  for  ex-prisoners 
Helping  those  who  cannot  help 
themselves  has  become  an  extra 
career  for  the  Rev.  John  Romine, 
local  pastor  at  Hulbert  UMC  in  Okla¬ 
homa.  For  the  past  three  years  Mr. 
Romine  has  been  national  chaplain  of 
the  American  Ex-Prisoners  of  War. 
Mr.  Romine  provides  a  monthly 
devotional  for  the  organization’s  8,000 
members  throughout  the  U.S.  and  is 
frequently  invited  to  lead  memorial 
services  at  state  and  national 
conventions.  JMe  and  his  wife,  Vera, 
both  lifetime  "members  of  the  organi¬ 
zation,  spend  much  time  “getting  help 
when  and  where  we  can  for  these 
people,”  he  says,  many  of  whom  show 
lifelong  effects  from  the  hunger,  mal¬ 
treatment  and  disease  they  suffered 
in  the  camps.  Among  them  is  Mr. 
Romine  himself :  he  was  a  prisoner  of 
war  in  Germany  during  World  War  II. 

Up,  up  and  away 

Two  hundred  helium-filled 
balloons,  each  carrying  a  bit  of  earth 
from  the  site  of  the  addition  to  Asbury 
UMC’s  building  in  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  were  released  recently  as 


church  members  “begged  the  pardon 
of  the  earth”  in  a  special  ground¬ 


breaking  ceremony.  Twelve  days 
after  the  unique  event,  Asbury  pastor 
Milton  Propp  received  an  intriguing 
letter  from  Mary  Bresenham,  of 
Clovis:  “On  Jan.  7  you  sent  your  bal¬ 
loons  out  into  the  cold,  stormy  world,” 
Mrs.  Bresenham  wrote.  “On  Jan.  13, 
while  quail  hunting,  my  husband 
found  one  70  miles  south  of  Clovis  on 
Highway  18.  Yesterday  I  showed  the 
slightly  inflated  balloon  at  my  First 
UMC  United  Methodist  Women’s 
meeting.”  The  women,  she  added, 
sent  their  best  wishes  for  Asbury ’s 
building  program. 

Putting  the  Pope  on  hold 
"Pope  John  Paul  II,"  reports  a 
recent  issue  of  “Look"  magazine, 
“recently  had  his  new  status  in  the 
world  brought  home  to  him  in  a 
marvelous  way.  It  seems  the  Pope 
wanted  to  call  a  friend  long  distance 
and  decided  to  dial  the  operator  in 
Rome  himself.  'This  is  the  Pope  and  I 
would  like  to  put  through  a  call  to 
Switzerland,'  the  pontiff  told  the 
operator,  who  shot  back,  ‘Yeah,  and 
I'm  the  empress  of  China.'  Of  late,  the 
Pope  is  putting  his  calls  through  the 
Vatican  switchboard." 


HAWAII  LOA  COLLEGE 


Small,  four-year,  liberal  arts 
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Office  of  Ad  m  iss  ions 
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“But  it  is  a  beginning.  And  the 
alternative  to  trying  that  beginning  is 
more  war,  more  death  and  more 
suffering.  We  are  tired  and  sick  of  war 
and  death  and  suffering.” 

At  a  hospital  in  the  town  of  Karoi  a 
white  doctor  treating  the  victims  of  a 
landmine  explosion  which  killed  six 
women  and  injured  12  other  women  and 
children  who  were  on  their  way  to  the 
polls,  put  it  this  way:  “Let  those  who  say 
that  because  the  internal  settlement  is 
not  perfect  and  that  the  war  must  con¬ 
tinue,  come  here  and  see  the  babies  with 
their  legs  blown  off.  To  hell  with  the 
ideology  of  the  politicians.  These  people 
would  rather  risk  peace  than  live  in  war.” 

The  persons  who  have  suffered  most 
dramatically  from  the  continuing  war 
are  the  rural  people  who  have  lived 
alternately  under  the  ruthless  treatment 
of  government  “security  forces”  and 
the  “guerillas.” 

UMs  harassed 

United  Methodists  who  live 
predominantly  in  the  eastern  areas  of  the 
country  where  the  forces  of  Robert 
Mugabe  are  concentrated,  say  they  have 
been  under  constant  harassment  and 
violence.  Three  UM  pastors  have  been 
killed  —  two  by  government  troops  and 
one  by  the  guerillas  —  in  recent  months. 

“First  the  government  security  forces 
came,”  the  Rev.  Arthur  Kanonuha, 
district  superintendent  of  the  UMC’s 
Mrewa  District,  told  TM/UMR.  “They 
were  brutal  —  burning  villages  and 
beating  up  anyone  they  suspected  of 
helping  the  guerillas.  Then  as  the 
election  approached  the  guerillas  began  to 
terrorize  telling  us  Jesus  is  the  God  of  the 
white  oppressor.  Then  they  would  beat  or 
kill  the  people.” 

A  similar  story  comes  from  the  Rev. 
Lovemore  Nyanungo,  superintendent  of 
the  UMC’s  Ntoko  Nyadiri  District. 

"If  our  people  worship  they  will  be 
killed,”  said  Mr.  Nyanungo.  “American 
United  Methodists  who  support  Mugabe 
and  Nkomo  should  remember  this.  This 
mission  board  nonsense  about  the 
‘Patriotic  Front’  being  our  answer  is 
rubbish.  If  you  want  to  see  the  church 
die,  put  Nkomo  or  Mugabe  in  power. 

“Muzorewa  does  not  have  all  the 
answers.  He  is  not  perfect.  His  plan  is  not 
perfect.  But  he  offers  the  best  chance  for 
healing  that  we  have,”  Mr.  Nyanungo 
said.  “I’m  tired  of  Americans  telling  us 
about  our  own  politics.  The  elections 
show  that  the  majority  of  the  people  in 
this  country  back  the  settlement  worked 
out  by  the  bishop  and  others.  The  people 
of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  will  make  their 
own  decision.” 

$ 1  million 
sought  for 
disasters 

Compiled  from  News  Releases 
NEW  YORK  —  A  churchwide  appeal 
for  $1  million  has  been  issued  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
the  denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  to  aid 
victims  of  natural  disasters  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad. 

Local  congregations  are  being  asked  to 
respond  to  the  need  as  soon  as  possible. 
Gifts  may  be  designated  for  the 
“Churchwide  Disaster  Appeal”  to  be 
used  where  most  needed,  or  for  one  or 
more  of  the  individual  disasters. 

In  the  past  few  weeks,  there  have  been 
tornadoes  in  Texas,  Oklahoma  and 
Arkansas.  Floods  struck  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Illinois.  A  volcano  erupted 
in  the  Caribbean,  and  a  major 
earthquate  hit  Yugoslavia  and  Albania. 
Refugees  from  Uganda  are  suffering 
from  famine  in  Kenya. 

Of  the  $1  million  goal,  $400,000  each  has 
been  designated  for  tornado  and  flood 
relief,  $50,000  for  St.  Vincent  Island,  the 
site  of  the  volcano  eruption,  $70,000  for 
earthquake  victims  and  $80,000  for  famine 
relief  in  Kenya. 

The  last  appeal  for  emergency  funds 
came  in  early  1979  following  an 
earthquake  in  Guatemala. 

Several  UM  churches  were  damaged 
or  destroyed  by  the  tornadoes  and  floods. 
“Our  church  members  are  hurting  more 
than  our  buildings,”  said  the  Rev  J.  W. 
Leggett  Jr.,  UMCOR  disaster 
coordinator  for  the  Mississippi  con¬ 
ference. 


Won’t  meet  racial  commission 


UM  bishop’s  refusal  regretted 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Deep  regret 
and  a  request  for  reconsideration  were 
registered  here  April  10  over  the  refusal 
of  a  Mississippi  bishop  to  meet  with  an 
investigative  committee  of  the 
denomination’s  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
commission  said  that  because  Bishop 
Mack  B.  Stokes,  United  Methodist  bishop 
of  the  Mississippi  area,  was  unwilling  to 
meet,  “many  questions  are  left 
unanswered,  a  minister  ‘under 
appointment’  has  been  denied  the  right  to 
a  hearing  he  requested,  an  opportunity  to 
affirm  racial  justice  in  the  appointment¬ 
making  process  has  been  forfeited  and 
the  principle  of  accountability  seems  to 
have  been  negated.” 

The  request  for  reconsideration  came 
after  Bishop  Stokes  refused  to  meet  with 
a  three-person  committee  investigating 


charges  made  by  Mississippi  minister 
the  Rev.  Karl  G.  Mertz  —  placed  on 
mandatory  “leave  of  absence"  by  the 
bishop  last  Oct.  1  —  that  racism  was  the 
primary  factor  in  the  action. 

Bishop  Stokes  wrote  to  commission 
president,  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of 
the  Dakotas  Area,  that  the  actions  taken 
concerning  Dr.  Mertz  were  not  based  on 
race  but  had  to  do  “with  a  responsible 
appointment-making  process.”  (See 
TM/UMR  Feb.  23, 1979) 

In  a  later  Nov.  3  letter,  according  to  the 
commission’s  background  report,  Bishop 
Stokes  reiterated  his  position  that  the 
appointment-making  process  would  be 
violated  if  he  discussed  Dr.  Mertz’s  leave 
of  absence  with  any  “unauthorized 
group.” 

The  commission's  executive  committee 
said  it  regretted  that  an  action  related  to 
the  commission’s  disciplinary  mandate 
was  not  accepted  in  good  faith  and  that  a 


duly  appointed  committee  of  chu 
leaders  was  considered  “unauthorize 

“It  was  not  —  and  is  not  —  the  desir 
the  commission,  and  this  was  made  cl 
from  the  beginning  of  this  situation, 
violate  confidentiality  or  beco 
involved  in  the  mechanics  of 
appointment-making  process," 
resolution  adopted  here  states. 

Dr.  Mertz,  a  probationary  membei 
the  UMC’s  Mississippi  Ann 
Conference,  appealed  to  the  Commiss 
on  Religion  and  Race  to  “investiga 
the  matter  of  his  removal  from 
appointment  to  the  Washington  cirt 
after  he  was  given  a  mandatory  leavi 
absence  by  the  bishop  starting  Oct.  1. 
charged  in  his  appeal  to  the  agency  t 
he  was  removed  from  his  appointment 
the  basis  of  a  sermon  he  preached  1 
Aug.  20  in  which  he  argued  t 
segregation  and  Christian  disciples 
are  incompatible. 


United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa 


Lay  group  calls  for 
mission  board  reform 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PITTSFIELD,  Pa.  —  An  “Easter 
Declaration”  calling  for  reform  of 
United  Methodism’s  mission  arm  was 
mailed  last  week  by  a  group  identifying 
itself  only  as  “the  Ad  Hoc  Study 
Committee  on  General  Conference.” 

The  otherwise  anonymous  first-class 
mailing  contained  neither  return  address 
nor  the  name  of  a  contact  person. 

TM/UMR  learned  from  a  source  close 
to  the  10-12  member  lay  group,  the  name 
of  the  chairman  and  one  other 
participant.  Both  agreed  after  arrange¬ 
ments  were  cleared  by  an  intermediary 
to  a  telephone  interview  with  TM/UMR. 

Paper  ‘to  speak  for  itself’ 

Robert  Clark,  the  chairman  from 
Pittsfield,  Pa.,  said  the  reason  for  the 
anonymous  nature  of  the  nine-page, 
footnoted  document  was  that  the  group 
wanted  the  paper  “to  speak  for  itself." 
Mr.  Clark,  who  is  a  member  of  Otterbein 
UMC  here,  said,  “We  are  asking 
United  Methodists  who  are  in  positions  of 
authority  in  our  church  to  deal  with  the 
vital  issues  raised  (in  the  declaration) 
and  not  get  sidetracked  into  a  discussion 
of  personalities.” 

The  ad  hoc  committee  chairman  said 
the  2,500  piece  mailing  was  sent  to  a 
broad  spectrum  of  church  leaders 
including  1976  General  Conference 
delegates  and  the  bishops  and  was  paid 
for  entirely  by  committee  members 
“We  just  prayerfully  hope  those  in 
authority  will  respond,”  he  said. 

Thomas  Burkman,  a  member  of  the 


Native  American 
named  to  cabinet 


in  California 


LOS  ANGELES  —  The  appointment  of 
perhaps  the  first  Native  American 
district  superintendent  outside  of  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
was  announced  here  recently  by  Los 
Angeles  Area  Bishop  Charles  F  Golden. 


According  to 
Circuit  West,  the 
Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  conference 
edition  of  TM/ 

UMR,  the  Rev. 

Raymond  Baines,  a 
Tlingit  Indian  bom 
in  Alaska,  will 
serve  the  Santa 

Ana  District  of  theflfl^|L  _ 

Pacific  and  Raymond  Baines 
Southwest  conference.  Mr.  Baines  has 
been  director  of  the  Study  Committee  on 
Native  American  Ministries,  American 
Indian  Ombudsman  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  with  Native 
American  ministries  in  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference. 


group  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  said  the 
question  of  whether  to  make  the  declara¬ 
tion  anonymously  or  signed  was  debated 
by  the  group.  “We  felt  we  would  take  a 
risk  either  way  and  chose  the  anonymous 
route  as  the  best  way  to  gain  a  response 
in  terms  of  the  issues  instead  of  in  terms 
of  persons."  Dr.  Burkman  is  a  history 
professor  at  Old  Dominion  University  in 
Norfolk. 

Have  lost  confidence 

Asked  to  characterize  the  ad  hoc 
committee,  Mr.  Clark  said,  “We  are  all 
active  United  Methodists  — 
representative  of  every  jurisdiction  — 
men  and  women  —  who  have  lost 
confidence  in  the  boards  and  agencies 
and  in  church  leadership  generally."  He 
said  the  members  were  “solid  UMs"  who 
are  "prominent”  in  church  positions,  a 
diverse  mixture  theologically, 
ideologically  and  politically.  Both  Mr. 
Clark  and  Dr  Burkman  vehemently 
denied  any  relationship  with  the  “Good 
News”  movement  —  the  unofficial 
evangelical  caucus  in  the  UMC  —  or  with 
any  other  coalition  or  “pressure  group.  ” 

The  lay  chairman,  who  is  in  the  oil  and 
gas  management  business  in  north¬ 
western  Pennsylvania,  said  members 
had  "no  other  axes  to  grind  than  concern 
for  the  future  of  the  church.”  He  said 
there  are  no  plans  to  follow  up  the 
mailing,  to  hold  special  meetings  or  to 
seek  out  other  coalitions. 

Asked  why  the  group  chose  to  focus  on 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Dr.  Burk- 
mansaid  the  mission  agency  is  “sympto¬ 
matic  of  the  problems  in  the  church”  but 
that  concern  was  not  exclusively  for  that 
agency  but  for  all  the  general  boards 
which  “have  grown  deaf  to  biblical 
imperatives,  aloof  to  the  person  in  the 
pew  and  amenable  to  no  one.  ” 

“In  the  awakening  of  the  laity  to 
abuses  within  the  church’s  boards  and 
agencies  we  see  the  beginning  of 
renewal,"  they  stated. 

Nevertheless,  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  the  focus  of  the  declaration 
and  is  stringently  indicted  for  “irrespon¬ 
sibility”  and  “disregard  for  its 
mandate"  as  stated  in  the  “Book  of 
Discipline.” 

Maladies  cited 

Among  the  maladies  afflicting  the 
church’s  mission  arm,  according  to  the 
declaration  document,  are:  theological 
faddism,  lack  of  evangelistic  fervor  and 
a  predominance  of  political,  social  and 
ideological  concerns.  Charges  of  fiscal 
irresponsiblity  and  deliberate  retrench¬ 
ment  in  the  number  of  missionaries 
serving  overseas  are  also  levelled. 

The  ad  hoc  committee  calls  for  new 
leadership  in  the  board,  modification  of 
the  composition  of  the  board  of 
managers,  the  recruitment  of 
missionary  candidates  who  are 
theologically  motivated  and  committed 
to  Christ  ajid  His  church  and  enablement 
of  designated  giving. 


Classified 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  &  CHILDREN:  Position 
available  for  a  creative  and  energetic  person  who 
would  like  to  work  in  a  church  of  700  members 
developing  and  working  with  a  growing  program 
with  children  and  youth,  plus  additional  limited 
pastoral  duties  Salary  open.  Strong  background  in 
United  Methodist  Church  required  Send  resume 
with  picture  to  Key  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  c/o  Rev  Jerry  P  Ott.  901  E  Houston  St.. 
Sherman.  Tex  75090.  Phone:  < 214 1  892-9162  Home 
1214  (  892-6879 

POSITION  WANTED  Program  Director  and/or 
Minister  of  Education  in  large  church  Resume  sent 
on  request  Reply  to  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
Box  221076.  Dallas.  Tex  7S222. 

PART  TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  First  UMC  of 
Cedar  Hill  Salary:  $4,200  annual  Approx  20  hrs.  a 
week  Available  by  May  1st.  Contact  Church  office 
(214(  291-1711  or  Jackie  Lamar  (214  )  291-7626. 

ARE  YOU  DEEPLY  CONCERNED  to  keep  youth  in 
the  church’  Be  volunteer  critic  of  18-page  draft 
paper,  applying  both  sacred  and  secular  knowledge 
to  this  For  free  copy  write  United  Methodist  Church. 
Antioch.  Ill  60002  Thank  you 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  United  Methodist  Home 
Pittsburgh.  Penn  281  bed  multi-level  facility  All’ 
levels  of  care  Applications  by  May  31  to  Richard  J 
Helmstadter,  2145  Duquesne  Ave ,  McKeesport 
Penn  15132. 

RETIRED’  Unique  Village  —  live  independently, 
inexpensively,  ranch  house  Life  lease  $7,500  or  $75 
month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees  Apartments  too  National  Church  Residences. 
Waverlv,  Ohio  45690 

SINGLES  TOUR  10  days  to  London  and  Israel, 
departing  July  30  For  brochure,  write  Tour  Host. 
Rev  Bob  Hamilton.  NorthPark  Presbyterian 
Church.  9009  N  Central  Expwv  .  Dallas.  Tex  75231 
1214)363-5457 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC :  Inventive  and  creative 
person  with  strong  background  in  choral  work 
needed  to  direct  church  choirs  and  handbell  choirs 
Will  be  necessary  to  work  in  other  programs  of  the 
church.  Full  time  preferred  Will  consider  part  time 
person  Send  resume  with  recent  picture  to:  Key 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  c/o  Rev  Jerry 

P  Ott,  901  E  Houston  St..  Sherman,  Tex.,  Phone 
(214  )  892-9162,  Home  (214  )  892-6879 

SEEKING  A  POSITION  as  an  Assistant  to  the  Pastor 
with  an  emphasis  on  Evangelism  Have  an  M  A  in 
Evangelism  from  Searritt  College  Contact  Richard 
Pippert.  Ill  Whitsett  Apt  1-10.  Nashville.  Tenn 
37211,  (615  )  834-8570 
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Worship  medley  marks  Easter 


jti  TOPEKA.  Kan.  —  Two  members  of  the  Worship  Committee 
£  of  Kansas  Ave.  United  Methodist  Church  here.  Edra  Freel  and 
£  Gary  Myers,  share  the  elements  used  in  the  annual  Agape 
X  (love)  Feast  and  dramatization  held  this  year  on  Palm 
K  Sunday.  The  feast,  which  begins  in  the  communion  is  held  as 
part  of  the  reenanctment  of  the  Resurrection  of  Christ,  and 
£  includes  the  use  of  Jewish  traditions,  researched  by  the 
X  worship  committee. 

k 


KANSAS  EAST  tIMR  PHOTO 


£  SAN  JOSE.  Calif.  —  The  Rev.  Frank  Ohtmo  of  W'esley 
:•  United  United  Methodist  Church  here  has  an  armful  of  infants 
$  with  Adam  Dunbar.  3%  weeks  and  Nania  Eda,  two  months  as 
:j  moms  Fumiko  Dunbar  (left)  and  Tanyaka  Eda  Kneel  at  the 
•:  altar.  The  occasion  was  the  recent  dedication  of  rosebuds  for 
:•  new  babies  at  the  church.  Mr.  Ohtmo  is  pastor  of  the  Nichigobu  resource  of  the  church. 
•2  Division  at  Wesley.  california-nevada  umr  photo 


EASTON.  Pa.  —  Jennifer  Anderson  (facing  camera) 
carefully  measures  ingredients  for  Communion  bread  to  be 
baked  by  the  children.  For  three  Sundays  recently,  members 
of  all  ages  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  here  studied  "The 
Sacrament  Series:  Holy  Communion,"  a  new  curriculum 


EASTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  UMR  PHOTO 


Present  hymnal doesn 't  satisfy 

New  songbooks  to  fill  the  ‘gaps’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  W'riter 

A  flurry  of  supplemental  songbooks  for 
United  Methodists  are  being  readied  to 
fill  the  gaps  in  the  aging,  official  hymn- 
book— gaps  already  too  long  ignored, 
according  to  some  church  officials. 

By  early  1981  the  supplement 
mandated  by  the  1976  General 
Conference  will  be  in  print  as  will  a 
brand  new  hymnal  containing  music 
from  the  black  church.  Following  close 
on  its  heels  will  be  Spanish  language 
songbooks,  an  Asian- American  song 
supplement  and  a  Native  American 
collection  of  music  for  worship. 

In  1980,  General  Conference  delegates 
will  also  be  asked  to  decide  if  it’s  time  to 
begin  development  of  a  new  official 
hymnbook  for  the  church.  Should  they 
feel  the  time  is  ripe,  the  process  would 
take  a  minimum  of  six  years,  say 
publishers  and  editors  with  past 
experience.  At  the  earliest,  a  new 
hymnal  could  be  in  church  pews  by  1986. 
TTie  last  revision  was  authorized  in  1964. 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  official 
hymnbook  has  developed  in  six  different 
areas,  said  the  Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman  of 
Nashville,  who  heads  die  Section  on 
Worship  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 
“The  most  serious  problems  are  with 
what  isn’t  in  the  book.”  he  said. 

Six  areas  of  dissatisfaction 

•  The  various  ethnic  minority  groups 
need  music  from  their  own  heritage; 

•  An  explosion  of  new  music  —  such 
songs  made  popular  by  writers  like  Bill 
Gaither  and  Avery  and  Marsh  —  has 
come  into  common  usage  during  the  15 
years  since  the  hymnbook  appeared ; 

•  More  traditional  gospel  songs  are 
requested . 

•  Topical  gaps  are  present  —  both 
inadequacies  in  some  sections  of  the 
church  year  as  well  as  complete 
omissions  of  poetry  of  the  urban 
culture,  ecology,  disarmament,  etc. 
Also,  few  baptismal  and  wedding  hymns 
are  presently  included; 

•  The  hymnal  lacks  contemporary 
songs  to  match  the  alternative  commun- 


King's  Manor  Methodist  Home 

Retirement  living  at  its  best! 

Three  levels  of  care  —  cottage, 
manor  and  nursing  home. 

Church  related  —  no  entrance  fee 
required  —  non-profit. 

Applications  appreciated  and 
processed  immediately. 

Cottages  available  now! 

For  more  information  write  or  call: 

Mrv  Joyce  Lyons.  Administrator 
King  s  Manor  Methodist  Home 
P.O.  Bos  1999 
Hereford.  Tes.  79045 
Phone:  *  WOO )  964-0061 


TRINITY 


Pastors  and 
Teachers- 

THE  WHOLE 
BIBLE  IN 
ONE  YEAR! 

17  could  hardly  believe  the  fantastic  response  —  220 
Students  in  my  very  first  class' 

You  can  teach  this  positive  through-the-Bible  course1 
This  entirely  new  system  applies  the  newest  and  best 
learning  and  comprehension  aids  to  the  unchanging 
Word  of  God  A  Bible  School  for  adults  with  built-in 
motivation,  this  course  offers  Biblical  literacy  for  your 
people 

Tnnity  Bible  Studies  offers  ten-week  surveys  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  with  m-depth  courses  tor  deeper 
and  more  detailed  insights  —  100  weeks  in  all 
Notebooks,  visuals,  overheads  and  tapes  equip  you 
Available  at  Pastors  Seminar  in  Dallas  (SMU  housing) 
June  11-14  For  free  brochure  and  sample  lessons 
wnte  TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church 
Dallas.  TX  75205 _ 


ion  service  and  other  alternative  ser¬ 
vices  which  have  been  published  during 
the  ’70s; 

•  Hymns  using  inclusive,  non-sexist 
language  are  few  and  far  between. 

Dr.  William  McLain  of  Madison,  N.J., 
chairperson  of  the  black  hymnal 
taskforce,  said  that  black  United 
Methodists  have  had  a  tremendous 
feeling  of  being  “left  out”  of  the  hymnal 
ever  since  it  appeared.  “Only  one  song  in 
the  book  was  written  by  a  black  person. 
That  is  ‘When  the  Storms  of  Life  are 
Raging’  by  Charles  Tindley.  There  are  a 
few  spirituals  but  they  are  identified  as 
‘American  folk  melodies’  and  have 
arrangements  not  particularly  compat¬ 
ible  with  worship  needs." 

Dr.  McLain  said  the  new  book  —  which 
will  be  priced  around  five  dollars  —  is  a 
supplementary  resource  with  a  life  of  its 
own.  “It  will  not  replace  the  official 
hymnal,”  he  said,  “but  will  be  a  real 
contribution  to  the  whole  church.” 

The  other  three  ethnic  “families” 
aren’t  as  far  along  in  developing 
supplementary  songbooks,  but  all  have 
some  on  the  drawing  boards  at  various 
stages,  according  to  Elise  Shoemaker  of 
Nashville  who  is  helping  coordinate  the 
projects  through  the  Sections  on  Worship 
and  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church. 

While  Hispanics  do  have  a  hymnal  in 
Spanish,  most  songs  are  translations  of 
Anglo  hymns.  Indigenous  songs  — 
especially  Gospel  songs  and  “corritos” 
(choruses)  —  are  being  sought  for  a 
projected  series  of  small  songbooks 
called  “Celebremos,”  she  said. 

Asian-Americans  and  Pacific  Islanders 
of  the  Hawaii  district  have  already 
developed  a  worship  anthology  — 
“Pacasiana,"  Ms.  Shoemaker  said.  The 
plan  is  to  develop  a  music  taskforce 
which  can  provide  new  music  for 
subsequent  volumes  of  these  supple¬ 
mentary  resources. 

A  Native  American  worship 
consultation  is  scheduled  for  this  fall 
when  plans  will  be  laid  to  provide 
worship  resources  for  this  group. 

First  time  boost  for  families 

“This  is  the  first  time  the  church  has 
tried  to  deal  with  all  its  families  and  their 
special  needs,”  she  said.  "It  is  feeding 
toward  both  a  future  when  we  will  have 
more  songs  ‘in  common,’  and  when 
special  needs  are  also  recognized.  Music 
and  worship  are  not  incidental  but 
central  to  church  life.  These  projects  can 
bring  us  closer  together  while 
recognizing  diversity.” 

“Even  if  the  General  Conference 
approved  a  crash  program  to  develop  a 
new  hymnal,  it  would  take  six  years,” 
said  Dr.  Hickman.  “Meanwhile,  these 
supplements  will  serve  as  a  ‘test  vehicle’ 
but  they  also  will  have  a  long  life  on  their, 
own  regardless  of  what  is  in  a  new  book. 
No  hymnal  can  include  enough  songs  to 


satisfy  the  needs  of  ethnic  churches.  No 
hymnal  can  do  it  all.” 

Overcrowd  field? 

Is  there  any  danger  that  all  of  these 
separate  projects  will  crowd  out  the 
officially  mandated  hymn  supplement 
that  is  to  appear  in  1981?  Jane  Marshall 
of  Dallas,  a  composer  and  chairperson  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Hymn 
Supplement  Committee,  doesn’t  think 
there  is  any  such  danger. 

“Our  project  —  which  will  probably 
include  between  75  and  100  songs  —  is  far 
from  exhaustive.  There  is  so  much  to  do 
that  the  more  people  we  have  working  to 
surface  new  material,  the  better,”  Ms. 
Marshall  said.  She  said  her  committee  is 
looking  for  hymns  that  “represent 
everybody”  as  well  as  keeping  a  firm 
hand  on  quality. 

The  editor  of  the  official  supplement, 
Dr.  Carleton  Young  of  Atlanta,  told 
TM/UMR  that  “since  the  canon  closed  15 
years  ago  we  have  a  lot  of  catch-up  to 
do.”  He  said  the  supplement  will  do  at  least 
three  things:  (1)  provide  songs  that  have 
“inclusive  language”  —  an  area  where 
the  present  hymnal  is  “woefully 
inadequate”; 

(2)  Provide  alternatives  to  the 
“Sameness  in  musical  style”  of  the 
official  book,  which  he  described  as 
basically  “Gospel  and  Victorian”;  and 
( 3 )  provide  a  new  range  of  songs  to  fit  the 
agenda  of  the  ’80s  with  such  topics  as 
estrangement,  ecology,  urban  life  and 
others. 

Asked  if  he  thinks  the  UMC  should 
begin  a  revision  project  and  publish  a 
new  hymnal.  Dr.  Young  said  he  believes 
the  time  for  major  hymn  anthologies  is 
long  past.  However,  he  said  he  would  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  a  revision  if  the 
church  decides  on  one. 

He  hopes  the  church,  however,  will 
avoid  a  rush  toward  revision  and  give 
itself  time  to  work  with  the  supplemental 
materials  first. 


Strike  responses  diverse 

UMs  want  tensions  eased  but  efforts  piece-meal 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

United  Methodists  of  California  and 
Arizona  agree  that  they  want  to  see 
tensions  eased  and  violence  reduced  in  a 
prolonged  United  Farm  Workers  lettuce 
strike,  according  to  several  pastors 
there.  But  little  else  seems  to  unite  piece¬ 
meal  and  diverse  church  responses  to  the 
three-month  old  dispute. 

On  the  one  hand  are  advocacy  and 
support  efforts  —  mostly  at  the  general 
church  level  —  for  the  4,500  striking 
workers.  On  the  other  hand  are  strong 
congregational  sympathies  for  the 
growers  and  management  —  many  of 
whom  are  members  of  congregations  in 
the  strike  areas. 

Uncertainty  about  what  church 
involvement  —  if  any  —  there  should  be 
in  the  current  union-management 
dispute  appears  to  be  unresolved  as  well, 
these  pastors  indicate. 

“We  are  sitting  on  a  potential  time- 
bomb”  if  stalemated  negotiations  don’t 
make  some  progress  in  a  couple  of 
weeks,  said  a  United  Methodist  minister 
in  the  Salinas  area  of  northern  California 
where  harvest  is  just  beginning.  In  the 
southern  Imperial  Valley,  tension 
erupted  into  violence  in  February  when  a 
28-year  old  farm  worker  was  shot  and 
killed. 

“In  every  strike  situation  there  is  an 
enormous  amount  of  tension,”  said  the 
Rev.  Chris  Hartmire  of  the  National 
Farm  Worker  Ministry  in  Los  Angeles, 
an  arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  “This  is  especially  true  when 
employers  bring  in  strike-breakers  and 
this  always  happens  in  agriculture. 
Unlike  most  other  picket  line  situations. 


strikers  and  strike-breakers  are  in  very 
close  physical  proximity.” 

The  question  about  what  role  the 
church  should  play  in  the  labor  dispute  is 
clouded.  The  Rev.  Robert  Kuyper,  pastor 
of  Hillcrest  UMC  in  Salinas,  said  “The 
question  was  different  10  years  ago  when 
the  farm  workers  were  seeking 
recognition  of  the  union  and  the  right  to 
organize.  Now  they  have  a  union  and 
what  we  have  is  a  wage  and  contract 
dispute  like  any  other  union- 
management  dispute.” 

But,  of  course,  the  church  is  concerned 
if  violence  breaks  out,  said  the  Rev.  John 
Emerson  of  First  UMC,  Salinas.  To  date 
churches  there  have  not  developed  a 
concerted  strategy  to  try  to  ease 
tensions,  however.  Mr.  Emerson  said 
that  “traditionally,  churches  in  the 
valley  have  been  gun-shy  about  trying  to 
deal  objectively  with  the  situation 
because  emotions  run  so  high.  It’s  hard 
to  know  what  to  do.” 

Response  on  five  fronts 

Diverse  responses  to  the  dispute 
appear  to  cover  at  least  five  fronts: 

(1)  In  the  Imperial  Valley  of  Southern 
California,  pastors  and  lay 
representatives  of  the  four  valley  UM 
churches  issued  a  statement  in  la^e 
February  to  growers,  farm  workers  and 
law  enforcement  officials.  They  called 
for  all  sides  to  avoid  violence,  for  fair  and 
just  solutions  and  for  all  persons  to  be 
“reconcilers”  in  a  situation  where 
“great  gulfs  of  alienation  have  been 
created.”  Endorsement  of  this  statement 
by  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference 
cabinet  is  the  only  action  coming  from 


Women’s  exec  warns 
of ‘hot’  1980  issues 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

CINCINNATI  —  Racial  justice, 
abortion  rights,  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  human  sexuality:  those 
issues  or  “fallout  ones”  will  be  front  and 
center  at  United  Methodism’s  1980 
General  Conference  and  the 
denomination’s  national  women’s 
organization  had  better  be  ready  for 
them. 

That  warning  —  “to  do  our  homework 
well”  —  came  April  20th  to  the  spring 
meeting  of  the  Women’s  Division  from  its 
chief  staff  executive  Theressa  Hoover. 

Efforts  are  already  underway  to  limit 
the  authority  of  boards  and  agencies  at 
General  Conference,  Ms.  Hoover  said  in 
her  report  to  the  75-member  agency 
which  represents  some  one  million  UM 
women  in  28,000  local  church  units.  She 
said  there  are  moves  to  make  agencies 
“more  like  caretakers  than  prophets;  to 
curb  staff  in  what  is  perceived  to  be  a 
runaway  group  doing  its  own  thing;  to 
effect  general  recision  of  what  is  per¬ 
ceived  to  be  irresponsible  liberalism. 

"If  we  have  learned  anything  about  the 
world  and  our  mission  in  it,”  she  said, 
“we’d  best  prepare  to  state  our  positions 
and  defend  them.” 

She  called  on  the  division  to  “continue 
its  struggle  to  provide  a  20th  century 
blueprint  for  action,  based  on  its 
understanding  of  a  first  century 
messenger.”  She  cautioned  members  not 
to  be  surprised,  when  they  launch  out  on 
new  forms  of  mission,  that  that  mission 
is  judged  by  others  to  be  “outside  the 
realm  of  the  church.” 

Mapping  the  division’s  ongoing 
involvement  in  the  causes  of  racial 
justice,  the  ERA,  abortion  rights  and 
sexuality,  Ms.  Hoover  said  many  persons 
have  “thoroughly  and  deliberately” 
confused  these  issues.  She  urged 
members  to  correct  misrepresentations 
she  said  are  “woven  together  in  a 
package  of  fear  and  innuendo  which 
confuse  the  honest  seeker  of 
information.” 


received  a  healthy  financial  report  from 
treasurer  Joyce  Sohl,  Washington,  D.C. 
Giving  to  the  division’s  general  fund  — 
$14.7  million  —  was  up  2.3  percent  in  1978. 
Supplementary  giving  for  projects  and 
programs  of  $1.5  million  reflected  an 
increase  of  3.1  percent.  The  United 
Methodist  Women’s  “Call  to  Prayer  and 
Self-Denial"  offering  raised  some 
$815,000  in  1979  —  an  increase  of  11.1 
percent,  the  highest  amount  ever 
received,  Mr.  Sohl  reported. 

She  warned  the  division,  however  that 
moves  within  both  UMW  and  the  general 
church  toward  “designated  withholding” 
to  protest  causes  with  which  persons 
disagree  is  challenging  “a  hallmark  and 
operating  principle  of  United  Methodist 
Women.”  She  urged  them  to  reaffirm 
their  commitment  to  undesignated 
giving  as  the  major  means  of  supporting 
the  mission  of  the  church. 


official  UM  church  circles  in  the  state. 

(2)  Within  the  last  year  UM  churches 
in  the  Imperial  Valley  and  Salinas  area 
have  begun  to  plan  for  more  outreach  to 
the  growing  Hispanic  population.  For  the 
first  time,  there  is  a  willingness  to 
address  this  need,  said  San  Diego  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  Robert  Smith. 

(3)  The  National  Farm  Worker 
Ministry  is  coordinating  a  food  drive  to 
feed  striking  farm  workers  and  their 
families.  The  national  ministry  is 
composed  of  35  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  church  agencies  and  religious 
orders  including  both  the  National  ano 
Women’s  Divisions  of  the  UMC’s  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  as  well  as  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

Mr.  Hartmire  said  the  focus  of  the 
ministry  since  1971  (its  history  goes  back 
to  the  ’20s)  has  been  to  “live  out  the  law 
of  love  among  farmworkers  by  helping 
them  make  some  gains  on  their  own.” 
Currently,  the  ministry  coordinates  the 
gathering  of  food  for  workers  and 
families.  Another  role  is  “interpreting  to 
churches  why  it  is  a  Christian 
responsibility  to  care  about  things  like 
strikes  and  boycotts,”  he  said. 

The  ministry  has  applied  to  the 
National  Division  for  $7,500  for  the  food 
drive.  The  Rev.  Joel  Martinez  of  the 
division  staff  in  New  York,  told  TM/ 
UMR  the  division  would  try  to  meet  the 
request  out  of  division  resources. 

(4)  The  recent  national  Consultation  of 
Hispanic  United  Methodists  meeting  in 
Los  Angeles  approved  a  resolution 
asking  local  Hispanic  UM  churches  to 
support  the  food  drive  and  also  to 
participate  in  the  boycott  of  Chiquita 
bananas. 

(Chiquita  is  a  subsidiary  of  United 
Brands,  which  also  owns  Sun  Harvest  — 
one  of  the  largest  lettuce  growers  being 
struck.  The  union-sponsored  boycott  is 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  additional 
non-violent  pressure  on  the  company  to 
negotiate  with  the  lettuce  workers, 
according  to  Mr.  Hartmire.) 

Arizona  different 

(5)  In  Arizona,  through  the  efforts  of 
the  Metropolitan  Phoenix  Commission 
(MEPCO)  of  the  UMC  and  the  Arizona 
Ecumenical  Council,  a  food  drive  is 
catching  on,  reported  the  Rev.  Rene 
Ledesma,  MEPCO  executive  director. 
Funds  also  provide  medical  services  and 
other  humanitarian  aid  to  migrant 
workers  in  the  state,  he  said.  The  UFW 
(AFL-CIO)  is  not  organized  in  Arizona 
but  at  least  one  other  worker’s  union  has 
done  selective  striking. 

Unlike  California,  which  now  has  labor 
laws  to  protect  farm  workers,  Mr. 
Ledesma  said  Arizona  doesn’t  have  laws 
to  protect  workers  who  primarily 
migrate  in  and  out  of  the  state  during 
harvest. 


In  other  business,  participants 
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TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

CINCINNATI  —  The  Women’s  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  received 
a  volley  of  support  at  its  spring  meeting 
here  last  week  in  an  effort  to  fend  off 
alleged  recent  “vicious  attacks”  on  its 
actions  and  personnel. 

In  an  open  letter  April  20  to  "our  sisters 
in  United  Methodist  Women  and  all 
persons  in  the  UMC,”  four  former 
division  presidents  and  60  former 
members  affirmed  the  integrity  of  the 
agency  and  its  right  to  speak  out  on 
critical  issues  of  the  day. 

Identifying  themselves  as  “concerned 
former  members  of  the  Women’s 
Division,"  the  signers  gave  a  vote  of 
confidence  to  the  staff  of  the  division  as 
“our  partners  in  mission.”  They  backed 
the  right  of  “any  person,  including  staff 
to  speak  freely  on  those  issues  and 
concerns  with  which  that  person  is 
involved  and  in  which  she  has  special 
competence.” 

Women's  Division  policy  is  determined 
only  by  its  elected  members,  they 
declared.  Staff  persons  merely 
implement  programs  and  resources. 

•Neither  members  nor  staff  claim 
perfection,  freedom  from  error  or 
infallible  judgment,”  they  said.  But  they 
affirmed  that  “the  Women’s  Division  has 
worked  faithfully  to  carry  out  its 
mandate.” 


The  letter  was  in  response  to  “libelous 
attacks”  and  “innuendos  without  proof” 
leveled  against  the  Women’s  Division  by 
"Good  News,”  an  unofficial  caucus  of 
evangelical  UMs,  Mrs.  C.  Clifford 
Cummings,  who  distributed  copies  to 
participants  at  the  meeting,  said  copies 
also  were  mailed  to  conference  and 
district  UMW  presidents,  presidents  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

The  Evangelical  Missions  Council  of 
"Good  News”  called  last  August  for  the 
resignation  of  the  entire  staff  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  charging  that  staff 
persons  hold  “Marxist  views.” 

In  a  cover  letter  to  Women’s  Division 
staff  and  members,  the  signers  of  the 
open  letter  said  "because  we  recognize 
that  so  much  of  your  energy  and  talents 
are  wasted  in  correcting  false  rumors 
and  in  answering  attacks  from 
unauthorized  communications,  we  feel 
that  the  time  has  arrived  for  us  to  speak 
out  and  lend  our  support  .” 

The  letter  was  signed  by  former 
presidents  Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Laskey, 
Ruston,  La.;  Mrs.  D.  Dwight  Grove. 
Philadelphia;  Mrs  Wayne  W. 
Harrington,  York,  Neb.;  and  Mrs. 
Cummings,  Dixon.  Ill.  It  also  contained 
the  names  of  former  division  members 
from  60  annual  conferences 
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Secularists  seen  as 


-  contemporary  prophets 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  former 
program  planning  director  of  the  Apollo 
man-on-the-moon  space  project  says 
‘^apathy  and  unawareness  on  the  part  of 
the  religious  community”  have  allowed 
secularists  to  become  the  contemporary 
prophets  of  the  future. 

Edward  Lindaman,  a  Presbyterian,  is 
now  president  of  Whitworth  College, 
Spokane,  Wash.  He  spoke  to  more  than 
150  members  of  the  interreligious 
organization  of  public  relations  persons 
at  their  50th  anniversary  convention 
here. 

“The  prophetic  task  of  the  religious 
community  always  has  been  to  call  for 
radical  conversion,”  Mr.  Lindaman 
said,  ‘‘But  today,  it  is  the  secular 
futurists  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
present  and  hoping  for  a  new  future.” 


He  suggested  that  perhaps  the 
religious  community  is  cowed  by  the 
apparent  major  role  of  technological 
developments  in  determining  the  future. 

In  an  interview  following  his  keynote 
speech  (the  convention  theme  was 
‘‘Thinking  in  the  Future  Tense.”)  Mr. 
Lindaman  said  that  a  major  role  of  all 
religions  in  looking  toward  the  future  is 
“to  keep  before  us  the  promises  of  God 
and  to  do  so  with  no  apology.  The  faithful 
individual  always  seems  to  have  an 
image  of  the  future  which  seems 
impossible  to  achieve  but  which 
empowers  his  present,”  he  added. 

Urging  church  people  to  be  realistic 
about  the  future,  Mr.  Lindaman  said  it  is 
both  a  problem  and  a  hope,  but  not  a 
utopian  paradise. 


Chaplain  Garthe,  at  the  podium,  conducts  a  memorial  service  on  the  deck  of  the 
USS  William  V.  Pratt  for  sailors  who  died  while  on  the  UNITAS  XIX  mission. 
,  .Adjacent  to  the  Pratt  is  the  USS  Bowen.  u.s.  navy  photos 


Chaplains:  modern 
day  circuit-riders 


CHARLESTON,  S.C.  —  Little  did  Francis  Asbury,  a  founder  of  Methodism, 
Vealize  that  the  term  “circuit  rider”  —  one  who  carried  the  gospel  from  place  to 
■  place  riding  horseback  —  would  now  describe  Navy  chaplains  on  American  ships. 

One  modern  day  “circuit  rider”  is  U.  S.  Navy  Chaplain  Gordon  Garthe.  UM 
member  of  the  Florida  Conference.  For  five  months  last  year,  he  traveled  with  the 
mission  called  UNITAS  XIX  around  South  America,  ministering  to  the  religious 
needs  of  some  1,100  Navy  personnel  by  traveling  among  the  four  ships  on  the 
mission. 

Covering  almost  15.000  miles  and  landing  in  22  ports,  the  U.S.  COMSOLANT 
chaplain  preached  about  65  sermons,  many  through  interpreters,  administered  the 
dkWafnents,  and  counseled  persons  on  the  ships  and  in  ports  along  the  route. 

Mr.  Gordon  also  instructed  Navy  lay  leaders  of  various  denominations  who 
minister  throughout  the  year  in  his  absence. 


O.  S.  Lasher, 
lay  leader  a- 
board  the  USS 
Dupont  (left), 
presents  a  UNI¬ 
TAS  Cross  in  the 
Pocket  to  an  Ecu- 
adorian  child, 
while  Chaplain 
Garthe  observes. 
In  the  pocket  in 
Spanish  poetry 
is  the  Good 
News,  one  of 
4,000  crosses 
that  were  distri¬ 
buted  to  South 
Americans  dur¬ 
ing  the  UNITAS 
XIX  mission. 


UM  wins  top  post 

;  Communicators  honored 


;  NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  A  United 
Methodist  was  elected  president  of  the 
Religious  Public  Relations  Council 
JRPRC)  and  eight  communications 
{awards  went  to  United  Methodists  at  the 
{annual  RPRC  convention  here  Apr.  4-6. 
ttPRC  is  an  interfaith  professional 
organization  with  more  than  500 
members  in  the  U.S.,  Canada  and  other 
countries. 


\  Sue  Couch  of  Nashville,  director  of 
Information  services  for  the  Public 
Media  Division  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  was  named  RPRC 
president  at  its  50th  anniversary 
Convention.  She  had  been  vice-president. 

}  In  the  annual  De  Rose-Hinkhouse 


Rodeo  star  testifies 


•  DALLAS  —  Dale  Evans  Rogers,  star  of 
movies  and  rodeos  in  the  1940’s  and  ’50’s, 
£ings,  jokes  and  gives  testimony  during  a 
Recent  address  to  the  new  Women’s 
Council  of  the  Dallas  (Texas)  Chapter  of 
jthe  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes. 
Mrs.  Rogers  told  the  women.  “For  31 
^years  I  have  been  on  the  road  with 
Christ,  as  a  Christian  woman  whose  life 
is  controlled  by  Jesus  Christ.” 

ItKI  JGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTQ 


Memorial  Communications  Competition, 
William  R.  Richards,  Nashville,  re¬ 
ceived  the  top  award  in  the  broadcast 
class  for  CONNECTION.  United 
Methodist  weekly  radio  series.  He 
received  a  plaque  and  $100  cash  prize.  He 
also  won  first  place  in  the  radio  series 
category,  specifically  for  CONNECTION 
program  No.  55,  which  got  an  award  of 
excellence.  He  is  executive  producer;  the 
series  is  produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMC). 

Other  United  Methodist  winners  were: 

Carol  Marie  Herb,  New  York,  a 
certificate  of  merit  in  the  magazine 
category  for  "response,”  program 
journal  for  United  Methodist  women, 
which  she  edits; 

Newman  S.  Cryer  Jr,,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  a  certificate  of  merit  in  the 
newspaper  category  for  the  “Hoosier 
United  Methodist,”  monthly  paper  of 
which  he  is  editor; 

J.  Fred  Rowles,  Nashville,  and  Donald 
B.  Moyer,  Evanston,  Ill.,  both  of  UMC, 
an  award  of  excellence  in  the  motion 
picture  category  for  “Hope  for  Life,”  a 
film  about  the  Middle  East.  Mr.  Rowles 
was  producer  and  Mr.  Moyer  executive 
producer; 

Jeffrey  C.  Weber  and  Nelson  Price, 
New  York,  both  of  UMC,  an  award  of 
excellence  in  the  television  series 
category  for  “Begin  with  Good-bye,”  a 
six-film  series  to  help  individuals  and 
families  confront  change,  personal  loss, 
grief  —  and  new  beginnings.  Mr.  Weber 
is  producer  and  Mr.  Price  executive 
producer; 

Mr.  Weber  and  Mr.  Price,  a  certificate 
of  merit  in  the  motion  picture  category 
for  “The  Spencers,”  a  film  in  the  “Good¬ 
bye”  series; 

Winston  H.  Taylor,  UMC,  Washington, 
D.C.,  news  director,  a  certificate  of  merit 
in  the  news  story  category  for  stories  on 
“The  Longest  Walk”  by  Native 
Americans  last  summer. 


Books,  record  reviewed  for  spring  savoring 


Still  looking 
for  Noah ’s  Ark  ? 

By  BEVERLY  WOLTER 
DURHAM,  N.C.  —  Has  Noah’s  Ark 
really  been  found  on  Mt.  Ararat? 

Not  likely,  is  the  answer  Old 
Testament  scholar  Lloyd  R.  Bailey  gives 
in  his  new  paperback  book,  “Where  Is 
Noah’s  Ark?”  published  by  Abingdon 
Press. 

Dr.  Bailey  is  an  associate  professor  of 
Old  Testament  in  the  Duke  University 
Divinity  School.  He  also  is  Old  Testament 
editor  for  “The  Interpreter's  Dictionary 
of  the  Bible  Supplementary  Volume.” 

He  is  concerned  with  the  credibility  of 
recent  claims  that  the  biblical  ark  has 
been  found  on  Ararat.  He  takes  issue 
particularly  with  the  NBC-TV  movie,  “In 
Search  of  Noah’s  Ark.” 

“When  I  saw  the  movie."  he  said  in  an 
interview,  “I  determined  it  was  high 
time  someone  established  in  the  field  of 
biblical  scholarship  should  have  his  ‘say’ 
in  the  matter  also.  ” 

“Most  scholars,”  Dr.  Bailey  said, 
“have  not  wanted  to  dignify  the  claims 
about  the  discovery  of  the  ark  by 
disputing  them,"  with  the  result  that 
there  is  “no  source  at  present  where 
interested  persons  can  go  for  an 
informed,  calm,  non-controversial 
investigation  of  the  popular  claims  boing 
made  about  Noah’s  Ark.” 

The  possible  existence  of  the  ark  has 
been  a  subject  of  speculation  for 
centuries.  As  early  as  the  third  century 
B.C.  there  were  reports  of  the  ark  being 
visible  high  in  the  “mountains  of 
Ararat,"  Dr.  Bailey  writes. 

“Mountains  of  Ararat,”  the  reference 
to  the  resting  place  of  the  ark  noted  in 
Genesis  8: 4,  is  a  key  phrase. 

While  most  people  assume  the  landing 
was  made  on  Mt.  Ararat,  located  in 
Armenia  near  the  Turkish  border  with 
Russia  and  Iran,  the  Bible  does  not  say 
that.  There  were  a  number  of  mountain 
ranges  in  the  ancient  land  of  Ararat,  and 
various  cultures  have  placed  the  ark  in 
other  spots,  Dr.  Bailey  noted. 

The  current  spate  of  books  and 
newspaper  and  magazine  articles  about 
the  finding  of  the  ark  have  centered  on 
Mt.  Ararat  or  Agri  Dagi,  as  it  is  called  in 
Turkish. 

The  “evidence”  cited  in  these 
publications,  Bailey  says,  is  based 
mainly  on  four  points:  (1)  ancient 
reports  of  the  ark’s  sighting;  (2)  present- 
day  eye-witness  accounts  that  “an  intact 
wooden  structure”  agreeing  in  general 
dimensions  with  the  biblical  account  of 
the  ship  God  commanded  Noah  to  build 
had  been  found  near  the  13,500-foot  snow¬ 
line  on  Mt.  Ararat;  (3)  photos  made 
from  the  ground,  the  air  and  from 
satellites  that  show  a  boat-shaped 
structure  in  that  area;  (4)  hand-hewn 
beams  reportedly  recovered  from  glacial 
ice  on  Mt.  Ararat  that  have  been 
assigned  “an  age  of  5,000  years”  by 
testing  laboratories.  (The  ark 
supposedly  was  built  about  2500  B.C. ) 

Dr.  Bailey  has  analyzed  these  claims 
and  he  tries  to  put  into  perspective 
ancient  writings  on  the  flood  and  the 
recent  reports,  photographs  and  records 
of  the  laboratories  which  have  carbon- 
dated  the  purported  ark  timbers. 

His  efforts  led  him  to  conclude,  he  said, 
that  much  of  the  evidence  rests  on 
hearsay  or  on  invalid  scientific  tests. 

For  example,  in  contrast  to  what  he 
terms  “the  questionable  scientific 
analyses”  of  the  wood  used  in  the  movie 
and  other  media,  five  laboratories  in  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  which 
ran  radiocarbon  tests  on  the  wood 
allegedly  from  the  ark  dated  the  wood 
only  to  the  7th  or  8th  centuries  A.D. 

Dr.  Bailey  offers  some  alternative 
solutions  to  the  “mystery  on  Mt. 
Ararat,”  the  subtitle  of  his  book,  by 
suggesting  that  other  structures  built  in 
Ararat  and  huge  crosses  hauled  up  the 
mountain  by  worshippers  may  account 
for  the  shape  and  the  wood  discovered  on 
the  mountain. 

He  concludes  that  the  materials 
presented  so  far  do  not  justify  the  claims 
that  the  ark  has  been  found,  and  that 
“only  further  on-the-spot  investigation 
will  solve  the  mystery  of  the  structure 
that  has  been  sighted  and  the  wood  that 
has  been  recovered  from  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  mountain.” 

Ms.  Wolter  is  with  the  Duke  University 
News  Service. 

Marriage  can 
be  intimate 

“Sustaining  Intimacy.”  by  Robert  C. 
Leslie  and  Margaret  G.  Alter.  Abingdon, 
paperback.  1978.  $3.95. 

By  FRANK  WALTER 
Years  of  pastoral  counseling  and 
psychology  by  Bob  Leslie  and  Peggy 
Alter  furnished  the  case  histories  which 
are  the  foundation  for  this  book  which 
could  well  be  the  most  challenging  adult 
study  course  for  Christians  in  the  1980s. 

The  title  was  supplied  by  Mr.  Leslie 
and  represents  the  authors’  view  of 
marriage  as  a  lifelong  giving  and 
receiving  process  that  enhances  a  full 
life  and  contributes  to  individual  growth. 

Ms.  Alter’s  phrase,  which  appears  as  a 
subtitle,  is  “Christian  faith  and 
wholeness  in  marriage.”  Marriage  can 
become  a  redemptive  partnership, 
“redeeming”  us  from  inflated  ideas  of 
ourselves,  from  adolescent  demands  for 
a  perfect  world,  and  from  drives  that 
threaten  to  exhaust  us.  Such  a 
partnership  helps  us  to  live  in  the  real 
world  as  the  people  we  really  are. 

Differences  are  paramount,  not  only 
between  the  two  authors  but  throughout 
the  book.  But  from  these  differences 
comes  concrete  guidance  from  two 
Christians  for  developing  and  sustaining 


loving,  long-term,  committed  relation¬ 
ships. 

It  won’t  be  an  easy  study  course  for 
many  because  it  requires  one  to  look 
honestly  at  oneself  and  then  to 
participate  candidly  and  openly, 
contributing  one’s  marital  experiences  to 
the  class. 

If  one  is  reluctant  to  participate  in  the 
study  course,  it  might  be  worthwhile  to 
read  the  book  completely  before  making 
a  final  decision.  Somewhere  in  the  pages 
may  be  the  cause  of  that  reluctance,  the 
reason  that  one’s  marriage  can’t 
weather  the  scrutiny  of  day-to-day  living. 
Applying  the  cause  and  effect  analysis  to 
one’s  relationships  is  the  initial  step  in 
sustaining  intimacy. 

This  is  a  book  for  Christians  concerned 
about  marriage,  not  just  for  married 
Christians. 

Mr.  Leslie  is  professor  of  pastoral 
psychology  and  counseling  at  Pacific 
School  of  Religion  and  Graduate 
Theological  Union  in  Berkeley,  and  a 
member  of  the  Califomia-Nevada 
Annual  Conference.  Ms.  Alter  is  a 
marriage,  family  and  child  counselor 
and  consultant  in  private  practice  in 
Berkeley.’ 

Mr.  Walter's  review  has  been 
excerpted  from  one  he  wrote  for  the 
California-Nevada  Conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 

Give  Ear,  0  Lord: 

SELECTED  PSALMS  IN  NONSEXIST  LANGUAGE 


Psalms  for  all 

To  say  “man”  when  God  means  “man 
and  woman”  is  not  only  false  but  it  can 
be  oppressive,  says  the  writer  of  the 
introduction  to  “Give  Ear,  O  Lord: 
Selected  Psalms  in  Nonsexist  Langu¬ 
age,"  a  selection  of  psalms  published  by 
the  Claretian  Fathers  and  Brothers, 
Chicago,  Ill.  The  new  selection  "restores 
these  religious  poems  to  the  full  human 
race"  and  is  actually  more  faithful  to  the 
Hebrew  idiom  than  the  sexist  language  of 
recent  years,  according  to  Fr.  Carroll 
Stuhlmueller,  a  professor  of  Old 
Testament  studies  at  the  Catholic 
Theological  Union. 
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Being  our  best 
via  6 Bi/Polar 9 

“How  To  Become  Your  Own  Best-Self” 
by  Howard  Grimes,  Word  Books.  1979, 
230  pp..  $8.95 

By  FREDERICK  L.  TURNER 
“Born  to  Grow,”  the  title  of  the  first 
chapter,  indicates  the  spirit  and  the 
message  of  this  book.  Howard  Grimes,  a 
professor  of  Christian  Education  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas,  in  the 
best  use  of  the  word,  has  written  "a 
religious  book.”  Yet  it  is  one  that  is  not 
confined  to  “church  people,”  but 
includes  all  who  live  in  “the  Ground  of 
Being.”  Made  in  “the  image  of  God," 
how  can  I  most  fully  reflect  that  image  in 
my  life?,  the  author  asks  and  answers. 

The  book  is  based  on  the  Bi/Polar 
Personal  Growth  system  developed  by  J. 
W.  Thomas.  Bi/Polar  sees  God  as 
Ultimate  Strength,  perfection  in  power 
and  in  balance  of  strengths.  We  are  “out- 
of-balance,”  though  each  of  us  has  the 
strength  of  reason  and  the  strength  of 
emotion.  The  challenge  God  gives  us  is 
that  we  discover  the  blend  of  our 
individual  strengths,  and,  then,  that  we 
use  these  strengths  creatively.  Bi/Polar 
puts  God’s  searchlight  upon  us  that  we 
may  develop  our  thinking  (theoretical 
and  practical)  and  our  risking 
(dependent  and  independent)  to  best 
serve  God  and  other  human  beings  made 
in  His  image. 

Ideally,  every  person  should  take  the 
Bi/Polar  Growth  Seminar,  a  nine  to  12 
hour  adventure  in  the  discovery  of  one’s 
own  strengths  and  the  application  of 
those  God-given  strengths  in  relationship 
to  others  —  our  family,  business,  social 
relationships  and  church  life.  However, 
it  is  my  experience  that  few  people  do 
that,  even  though  Bi/Polar,  as  a  system 
of  personal  psychology,  is  just  beginning 
in  colleges  and  theological  schools.  Dr. 
Thomas  has  proved  its  worth  in  business 
management.  Hopefully,  it  will  become 
basic  training  in  church  schools. 

Because  the  majority  of  people  will  not 
go  the  length  of  a  structured  seminar, 
"How  to  Become  Your  Own  Best  Self”  is 
for  them.  It  is  written  in  an  interesting, 
non-technical  style,  using  ample 
illustrations  to  help  the  reader  find 
her/his  individual  strengths. 

Dr.  Grimes  states  his  purpose:  “Our 
direct  concern  in  this  book  is  not 
with  reforming  society,  but  with 
changing  people.  The  focus  is  on  learning 
to  use  our  strengths  in  interaction  or 
both  personal  growth  and  improved 
relationships.  The  enemies  of  this 
process  with  which  we  are  concerned  ar 
those  within  us.  (page  115)  Reading  a 
book  such  as  this  one  provides  me  with 
an  image  of  the  person  I  might  be,  and  I 


begin  steps  toward  actualizing  the  new 
image.”  (page  122) 

I  must  give  one  warning.  A  book  like 
this  is  only  beneficial  as  one  internalizes 
it.  It  is  best  utilized  in  a  small  group 
sharing  experience.  Support  relationship 
is  essential.  Otherwise,  you  have  a  warm 
feeling  and  a  tantalizing  longing  to 
become  what  you  can  become  —  and  it 
will  pass  away  as  the  morning  dew. 

In  Bi/Polar,  a  practical  tool  is 
provided  for  personality  growth.  How  the 
local  church  fellowship  needs  such  a 
tool !  The  church  is  not  only  a  building  to 
be  maintained;  we  are  the  people  of  God 
on  a  spiritual  journey.  Along  that  road  of 
life,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Master 
Psychologist  and  Teacher,  Howard 
Grimes  in  this  book  helps  us  become  our 
own  best  selves. 

Mr.  Turner  is  pastor  of  Pennsylvania 
Avenue  UMC  in  Pine  City,  N.Y.  and  an 
instructor  for  the  Bi/Polar  Personal 
Growth  Seminar. 

Musical  ‘gem  ’ 
is  discovered 

“Hymns  For  Classic  Guitar”  by  Rick 
Foster.  Bread  ’N  Honey  record  company, 
119  San  Marcos  Trout  Club,  Santa 
Barbara,  Calif.  93105;  $6. 

By  BUD  HERRON 

Attempts  by  small,  Christian-directed 
record  companies  to  produce  high 
quality,  unique  recordings,  capable  of 
competing  with  the  polished  offerings  of 
major  American  record  producers  are 
rarely  successful. 

Too  often  the  term  “Christian  record” 
has  become  a  tip-off  to  the  buyer  that 
what  is  being  .offered  is  a  recording 
which  sounds  as  if  it  were  produced  in 
someone’s  basement  by  well-meaning 
but  professionally  lack-luster  amateur 
musicians. 

Amid  such  expectations,  the  discovery 
of  “Hymns  for  Classic  Guitar”  — 
performed  by  a  United  Methodist 
layman  and  produced  by  a  small  record 
company  headed  by  a  second  layman  on 
a  part-time  basis  —  is  like  finding  a 
precious  gem  among  the  rhinestones  at 
Wool  worths. 

The  formula  for  the  record  is 
simplicity:  a  single  guitar,  expertly 
played;  a  selection  of  hymns  from  the 
classics  of  Bach  to  contemporary 
standards;  and  talented  arrangements  of 
both  the  old  and  the  new.  The  flow  and 
transition  of  the  record  from  band  to 
band  is  so  smooth  that  the  listener  is 
carried  from  such  classical  renditions  as 
“Jesu,  Joy  of  Man’s  Desiring”  to  “The 
Old  Rugged  Cross”  almost  without 
noticing 

Rick  Foster,  the  relatively  unknown 
guitarist  featured  on  the  album,  is  a  rare 
find  for  anyone  who  appreciates  classic 
guitar. 

The  record  is  produced  by  Bob  Cole,  a 
member  and  former  lay  leader  of  First 
UMC,  Ventura,  California,  an  insurance 
agent  who  founded  Bread  ’N  Honey 
record  company  as  a  side-interest. 

Mr.  Cole  says  he  is  not  interested  in 
profits,  but  intends  to  put  whatever  he 
makes  back  into  “furthering  the 
message  of  Christ  through  music.” 

Most  persons  familiar  with  the  highly 
competitive  recording  industry  would 
probably  predict  these  profits  will  be 
small.  Regardless  of  its  quality,  the 
shoestring  budget  on  which  the  record 
has  been  produced  has  little  left  over  for 
the  kind  of  promotion  and  distribution 
which  would  allow  the  record  to  reach  a 
mass  market. 

Many  persons  are  going  to  miss  the 
record  just  because  they  don’t  notice  it. 
That’s  too  bad.  They  will  miss  a  lot. 

Mr.  Herron  is  an  associate  editor  of 
TM/UMR. 

China  revisit 
warmly  told 

"Coming  Home — To  China”  by 
Creighton  Lacy,  Westminster  Press 
paperback.  156  pp..  1978,  $4.95 
By  T.  OTTO  NALL 

Like  the  rest  of  us  who  have  lived  with 
the  Chinese  people  and  have  their  future 
very  much  on  our  consciences,  Creighton 
Lacy  had  no  advance  warning  of  the 
recent  turn  of  events  in  which  the  United 
States  recognized  China.  But  he  could 
read  the  signs  of  the  times.  His  book, 
which  appeared  only  a  few  weeks  before 
President  Jimmy  Carter’s  announce¬ 
ment,  highlights  some  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  to  be  encountered  in  this  year 
of  negotiation  with  China  and  with 
Taiwan  as  the  defense  treaty  is 
withdrawn. 

Born  the  son  of  a  Methodist  missionary 
bishop.  Mr.  Lacy  grew  up  in  Shanghai, 
taught  in  missions  schools,  lived  through 
the  civil  war  tragedies  and  brutalities, 
became  a  political  refugee  at  the  time  of 
the  Communist  “liberation”  and,  after 
being  barred  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 


from  mainland  China,  went  home  for  a 
visit  a  year  ago.  He  reports  that  things 
are  somewhat  better  for  the  common 
folk,  but  not  so  much  different  as 
members  of  recent  “escourted”  toure 
report. 

“To  most  Americans,”  he  writes, 
“China  is  literally  ‘out  of  the  world’  ~- 
perhaps  it  always  was  and  always  wifl 
be!  To  me  it  is  the  matrix  of  my 
impressionable,  formative  years  —  and  J 
had  ‘come  home’  in  a  profoundly 
mystical  sense.”  He  sees  some  gains, 
with  both  promise  and  peril  in  the  future;. 

As  might  be  expected,  he  debunks 
some  of  the  folklore  that  visitors  are 
bringing  out  of  China.  For  example,  the 
communists,  and  especially  Mao  Tse- 
tung,  did  not  dismantle  the  “unequal 
treaties”  nor  overturn  the  “imperial” 
structure.  A  new  treaty,  proposed  by  the 
United  States,  was  signed  in  1943,  and 
China  “emerged  from  the  Pacific  War 
with  her  political  sovereignty,  but  not 
much  else,  intact.” 

He  does  not  hesitate  to  point  out  that 
the  Forbidden  City,  which  visitors  are 
told  was  closed  to  the  public  until  1947, 
was  actually  open  in  the  1920s  and  1930s! 
“I  was  there  in  1935,”  he  reports,  and  he 
quotes  Henry  Killam  Murphy  who  called 
it  “the  finest  thing  architecturally  in  the 
world" 

With  the  candor  of  an  honest  historian,' 
Professor  Lacy  does  not  belittle  the 
Revolution  of  1911  to  excuse  the  excesses- 
of  the  1949  revolution,  nor  does  he  blame: 
on  the  now  disgraced  Gang  of  Four  the! 
brutalities  of  the  Cultural  Revolution 
of  1967. 

He  gives  the  Nationalists  credit  for 
“tremendous  progress  on  the  building  of. 
roads,  schools  and  patriotic  pride,”  and 
he  says  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
“no  correspondent  or  even  ideological 
foe  has  ever  proved  personal  corruption 
or  private  graft  by  Chiang  Kai-shek; 
whatever  sins  his  relatives  or  cronies- 
may  have  committed.  ’  ’ 

With  his  relentless  passion  for  facts 
this  author,  because  of  his  love  for  the 
Chinese  people  —  all  of  them  —  writes  on 
“Revolution  in  Education,”  “Political 
Perceptions,”  “Some  Popular  Mis¬ 
conceptions,”  and  “Religion  in  China?" 
His  first  chapter  is  as  shocking  as  its 
title,  “The  East  is  Red.”  The  People's 
Republic,  he  concludes,  is  not  a  demo¬ 
cracy,  but  a  democratic  dictatorship. 
He  senses  that  the  first  aim  of  totalitar¬ 
ianism  is  to  “institutionalize  revolution.” 

This  warm  human  document  has  some 
divine  insights.  Two  chapters,  “A 
Family  Heritage”  and  “In  Search  of 
Roots,”  have  unforgettable  passages, 
reminiscent  of  the  innate  Chinese  love  of 
family.  (The  chapters  provide  a  hint,  I 
think,  of  the  contribution  that  Chinese 
Christians  might  make  to  tlYfc 
Christianity  of  the  tomorrows,  if  we  have 
wisdom  enough  to  let  them  make  up  their 
own  minds.)  The  chapter  on  "Serve  the 
People”  suggests  some  blessings  the 
missionaries  brought  before  they  were 
thrown  out  by  Chou  En-lai  and  Mao  Tse- 
tung.  They  are  still  in  Taiwan. 

I  am  sending  copies  of  this  new  book  to 
Jimmy  Carter  and  Fritz  Mondale,  > 
Christians  whom  I  esteem  highly,  and 
who  are  trying  to  make  every  part  of  the 
world  worth  coming  home  to. 

Bishop  Nall  has  been  honored  recently 
with  the  establishment  of  a  Nall  Chair  in 
English  Literature  at  Souchow 
University  in  Taiwan.  He  served  in 
Taiwan  and  Hong  Kong  from  1968-72.  He 
is  a  retired  UM  bishop  living  in 
Clearwater,  Fla.,  and  a  contributing 
editor  of  TM/UMR  ** 


Black  genius  recalled  ; 


"Benjamin  Banneker:  Genius  of  Early  ! 
America,”  a  new  children's  book ' 
published  by  Abingdon,  has  been  chosen  j 
by  the  National  Conference  of  Christians  ' 
and  Jews  for  inclusion  on  its  “Books  for  j 
Brotherhood”  list.  The  book,  by  Lillie  * 
Patterson,  chronicles  the  life  of  a  brilliant  • 
black  astronomer,  mathematician,  sur-  J 
veyor,  author  and  musician  of  the  I700’s.  j 
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Wit  of  philosopher  enjoyed 


By  SUSAN  W.  YOUDOVIN 
MADISON,  N.J.  —  Those  who  have 
never  read  the  writings  of  19th  century 
Danish  philosopher  Soren  Kierkegaard, 
but  who  know  him  by  reputation,  might 
be  included  to  rank  a  collection  of  his 
parables  somewhere  alongside  the  “Wit 
and  Witticisms  of  Immanuel  Kant  ” 

Well,  the  uninitiated  have  a  suprise  in 
store.  The  “Parables  of  Kierkegaard”  — 
edited  by  Drew  University's  Thomas  C. 
Oden  and  illustrated  by  Lonnie  Sue 
Johnson  for  Princeton  University  Press 
—  reveals  the  philosopher’s  trenchant 
wit,  superb  sense  of  irony  and  masterful 
literary  touch. 

The  little  volume  presents  Dr.  Oden’s 
selection  of  86  parables,  marked  —  like 
their  biblical  predecessors  —  by  brevity, 
rich  imagery,  spare  characterization 


and  surprising  reversal. 

The  editor,  a  United  Methodist  ! 
professor  of  theology  and  ethics,'  l 
describes  the  miniature  dramas  both  a^  | 
"explosive  multi-colored  bursts  of  moral  \ 
and  spiritual  illumination  on  the  j 
darkened  skies  of  modernity,”  and  as  • 
“maddening  puzzles  that  address  the  j 
deepest  problems  of  ordinary  human  * 
experience  ”  Far  from  being  ; 
philosophical  treatises,  he  notes,  they  ; 
are  cast  in  the  form  of  a  “superb  > 
entertainment  that  unmasks  the  comic  * 
side  of  human  pretenses." 

For  the  Drew  professor  of  theology  J 
and  ethics,  they  read  like  subtle  poetry  —  I 
“the  levels  of  meaning  are  virtually  inex-  ^ 
haustible.”  J 

Ms.  Youdovin  is  a  staff  writer  for  the 
Drew  University  News  Bureau. 


Louisiana  Board  Of  Global  Ministries  Presents: 

Methodists  Reaching  Out  To  America 

National  Projects  At  Work 


Go  to  any  state  in  our  vast  Nation  and  you 
will  find  United  Methodists  meeting 
people’s  needs.  They  are  working  to  feed 
the  hungry,  heal  the  sick,  employ  the 
handicapped,  give  new  life  to  the  mentally 
ill,  love  the  homeless  and  abused,  and  give 
the  Good  News  to  the  poor. 

The  National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  enabling  these  “arms” 
in  America  to  reach  out  by  naming  specific 
agencies  and  institutions  in  each  state  as 
National  Projects.  This  entitles  them  to 
special  funds  to  carry  on  their  ministries. 

This  special  page  puts  the  spotlight  on  a 
number  of  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
National  Projects  in  other  Conferences.  As 
our  Church  reaches  out  to  people’s  needs  its 


important  for  us  to  see  the  whole  picture, 
not  just  the  needs  being  met  through  our 
Conference’s  agencies  and  programs. 

Particular  National  Projects  in  our 
Nation  include  child  advocacy,  health 
legislation  support,  special  education,  food 
and  hunger  programs,  day  care,  pre-school, 
kindergarten,  special  programs  for  the 
aging,  pastoral  and  counseling  services, 
and  the  strengthening  of  leadership  for 
ethnic  and  foreign  language  churches. 

If  the  National  Division  were  not  aiding 
these  ministries  the  suffering,  neglect, 
injustices  and  exploitations  across  America 
would  be  greatly  multiplied.  The  social 
ministry  through  agencies  and  institutional 
programs  carries  the  compassion  of  the 


Working  In  Poorest  Areas 


In  some  of  the  nation’s  poorest  areas  are  United 
Methodists  working  daily  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people. 
Through  the  Holding  Institute,  another  National  Project  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Methodists  in  Laredo, 
Texas,  are  operating  a  multi-purpose  educational  center. 

Its  main  components  are  high  school  classes,  adult 
education,  vocational  training  and  retreat  and  cultural 
awareness. 

This  high-quality  education  system  is  provided  for 
students  from  Mexico  and  South  Texas. 

In  Oklahoma  Indian  children  are  being  helped  through 
the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference.  Also  a 
National  Project,  emergency  funds  are  provided  to  sup¬ 
plement  family  resources  for  children’s  clothing,  food, 
health  care  and  other  services. 

Looking  to  West  Virginia,  we  see  another  National 
Project  that  helps  children.  The  Child  Development 
Program  named  Scott’s  Run  Settlement  House  in  Osage, 
W.  Va.,  is  a  child  care  and  development  program  located 
in  a  low-income  minority  community.  Mothers  here 
(frequently  the  single  head  of  a  household)  have  an 
economic  necessity  to  be  employed.  This  program  is 
essential  to  enable  mothers  to  work  outside  the  home 
and/or  participate  in  training  programs.  The  pre-school 
children  benefit  from  quality  care,  education  and 
nurturing  with  a  moral  and  Christian  emphasis. 


church,  the  message  of  hope  and  renewal, 
redemption  and  reconciliation. 

In  Louisiana  the  National  Projects 
include:  Sager-Brown  School  in  Baldwin; 
Dulac  Community  Center  in  Dulac; 
MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s 
Services,  Inc.  in  Houma;  Peoples  United 
Methodist  Community  Center  in  New 
Orleans;  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  in 
New  Orleans;  Hughes  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge;  Reveille  UMC  in  Monroe; 
Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church;  Teacher 
Resource  Center,  Treme  Community 
Improvement  Association,  and  Spanish 
American  Ministries,  all  in  New  Orleans. 
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A  Red  Bird  doctor  checks  a  young  patient. 

Serving  Rural  Mountain  People 


Girls  at  work  and  play  at 
Margaret  Home. 


The  work  that  is  now  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference,  The  United  Methodist  Church  began  over  50 
years  ago  in  the  heart  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains  of  southeastern  Kentucky.  Today  we  are  serving 

in  six  counties.  ,  _ 

As  a  Missionary  Conference  we  differ  from  a  regular  annual  conference.  Because  we  are  limited  in 
size  and  resources  we  are  under  the  National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Because  we 
operate  in  a  region  with  limited  resources  we  must  look  to  the  church  at  large  for  assistance  .in 
financial  support.  Our  program  is  designed  to  meet  special  needs  with  special  staff  trained  and 

dedicated  to  rural  mountain  work.  . 

A  Missionary  Conference  is  not  designed  to  be  an  “outside  father”  caring  for  people  and  determining 
what  they  shall  do,  but  serves  as  a  means  for  bringing  caring  followers  of  Christ  from  many  places  to 
work  hand  in  hand  with  local  United  Methodists  and  other  concerned  people  to  help  build  stable 
communities.  It  is  through  this  structure  the  United  Methodist  people  in  the  area  through  their  own 
representatives  determine  the  direction  and  the  extent  of  the  total  missional  program  with  the  bounds 
of  the  conference. 

In  our  16  Community  Centers  functioning  through  23  organized  United  Methodist  Churches  a 
ministry  to  the  whole  person  is  provided.  With  the  leadership  of  a  well  trained  pastor,  each 
congregation  keeps  up  its  own  buildings,  pays  local  expenses,  contributes  to  World  Service, 
benevolences,  the  Missional  priorities  and  assumes  a  share  of  pastoral  support  according  to  its 

strength  .  , 

Within  the  bounds  of  the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  there  are  three  active  agencies  working  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  area  with  schools,  health  care  programs,  the  Residential  Child  Care  programs, 
demonstration  farm  program,  craft  shops,  opportunity  stores,  summer  work  youth  programs  and 
resource  development.  These  agencies  are  Henderson  Settlement,  Red  Bird  Mission,  Inc.  and  the  Red 
Bird  Hospital.  Each  agency  has  representation  from  Directors  and  the  staff  and  area  persons. 

After  years  of  service  here  in  central  Appalachia,  it  is  evident  that  the  Missionary  Conference  is  a 
valid  approach  to  meeting  the  needs  of  the  people  in  these  remote  hills.  However,  the  task  will  require 
11,0  Conor!  from  ihp  tntal  T  Tnitpri  Methodist  Church  if  we  are  to  succeed. 


Laura  Wells  helps  conduct  a  parenting  workshop  at  a  prison 


workshop. 

Bringing  Families  To  Prisons 


Prison  is  a  fertile  field  for  proclaiming  the 
Gospel,”  said  Laura  Wells,  who  is  a  specialist 
in  prison  ministry  assigned  to  the  Tennessee 
Conference  by  the  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  “The  Gospel’s 
word  of  love  and  forgiveness  and  redemption 
is  received  in  prison  as  rain  for  parched  souls." 

She  has  seen  her  philosophy  at  work  in  the 
prison  where  the  prison  ministry  is  a  National 
Project. 

This  prison  ministry  is  composed  of  two 
related  elements:  the  need  for  a  statewide 
transportation  network  and  hospitality  house 
for  families  visiting  in  the  six  prison 
complexes  in  Nashville,  Tn.  About  84  percent 
of  the  prisoners  are  from  out-of-state  and  half 
of  them  receive  only  one  or  two  visits  a  year. 
Most  receive  no  visits.  Families  lack  money 


Laura  Wells,  right 


and/or  means  of  transportation  and  are 
apprehensive  about  traveling  and  dealing  with 
the  system.  An  adhoc  group  is  at  work  on  the 
problem.  Some  are  transporting  family 
members  as  well  as  babies  from  foster  homes 
to  visit  mothers  in  prison.  The  Hospitality 
House  will  provide  a  place  for  families  to 
relax,  have  refreshments,  and  receive  coun¬ 
seling  and  referral  services. 


Reaching  Out  To  Girls  In  Trouble 


In  LaVerne,  Calif.,  in  a  beautiful,  wooded 
setting,  is  the  David  and  Margaret  Home  for 
girls  between  the  ages  of  12-16  who  have 
difficulty  relating  positively  to  family,  school 
and/or  community. 

This  is  just  on  of  the  United  Methodist  National 
Projects  reaching  out  to  help  America’s  youth. 

The  girls  are  referred  to  the  home  by  social 
service  or  county  probation  departments,  as  well 
as  private  placement.  Many  of  the  young  girls 
have  been  victims  of  child  abuse  or  have  been 
labelled  as  incorrigibles  by  their  parents 
because  of  habits  of  truancy,  running  away  or 
sexually  active  behavior. 

Founded  in  1910,  it  has  four  cottages  on 
campus  which  house  eight  girls  each.  There  are 
also  three  off-campus  group  homes. 

Counseling  and  creative  activities  such  as 
sewing,  crafts  and  swimming  as  well  as  cottage 
responsibilities  and  paid  jobs  encourage  the  girls 
to  develop  feelings  of  self-worth  and  foster  a 
positive  value  system. 

The  home  operates  under  the  philosophy  that 
the  girls  can  be  helped  if  firm,  consistent,  loving 
limits  are  set. 
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Chaplain  Paul  Durbin  discusses  a  patient’s  spiritual  needs. 

Two  are  there  to  care 


You  may  not  be  aware  that  they  are 
there,  until  you  —  or  someone  who  is 
dear  to  you  —  are  admitted  to  the 
Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 

Then  you  may  thank  God  that  these 
two  Methodist  chaplains  are  at  the 
Hospital  daily  to  offer  encouragement 
and  to  meet  your  needs  —  spiritually, 
emotionally  and  physically. 

These  two  men  are  John  B.  Koelemay 
and  Paul  G.  Durbin.  Chaplain  Koelemay 
is  a  native  of  Texas.  He  graduated  from 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  and 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas.  He  came 
to  the  Louisiana  Conference  in  1943  and 
has  served  at  Methodist  Hospital  as 
chaplain  and  director  of  development 
since  1964. 

Chaplain  Paul  Durbin  is  a  native  of 
North  Louisiana  and  was  ordained  by  the 
Methodist  Church  in  1962.  He  entered  the 
U.S.  Army  as  a  chaplain  that  same  year. 
He  came  to  the  Methodist  Hospital  in 
September,  1976. 

“I  will  listen  that  I  may  serve.”  This  is 
a  good  motto  for  a  hospital  chaplain,  the 
two  chaplains  say. 

“As  we  visit  individuals  (patients, 
family  members,  staff)  we  will  listen. 
We  try  to  notice  his  or  her  words,  facial 
expressions,  and  tone  of  voice  in  order  to 
hear  what  is  really  being  said.  In  our 
attempts  to  minister  to  the  individual,  we 
meet  that  individual  as  a  total  person,” 
the  chaplains  explained. 

The  chaplains  attempt  to  visit  each 
patient  that  enters  Methodist  Hospital 


regardless  of  religion.  They  respect 
the  individual’s  religious  stance  and 
attempt  to  minister  to  that  person  in 
Christian  love.  Both  Protestant  and 
Catholic  services  are  offered  in  the 
Chapel  and  by  way  of  Channel  5  on  TV. 

Special  funds  are  available  to  help 
those  in  need  to  meet  their  hospital 
expenses;  the  Chaplains  participate  in 
the  continuing  educational  programs  by 
leading  seminars  on  “Death  and  Dying” 
and  leading  classes  on  “The  Role  of  the 
Chaplain.” 

One  final  role  of  the  Chaplains  is 
related  to  the  philosophy  of  the  hospital, 
which  by  the  way,  according  to  the 
recent  morale  study,  is  not  very  well 
understood.  The  hospital  is  named 
Methodist  Hospital.  Its  very  name, 
coming  from  a  Christian  denomination, 
not  only  suggests  but  actually  demands 
an  attitude  and  practice  of  caring  love  — 
courtesy,  concern,  kindness  and 
compassion  (the  watchwords  at 
Methodist). 

This  is  our  philosophy.  It  is  told  on  our 
seal;  it  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
“Diakonia.”  If  we,  all  of  us  employees, 
each  and  every  one,  ever  forget  or  ignore 
these  practice  patterns,  it  is  not  only 
time  to  remove  the  name  “Methodist” 
but  also  the  Christian  cross  from  the  top 
of  the  chapel.”  the  Chaplains  say. 

The  Chaplains,  by  their  duties,  their 
involvement,  their  words,  and  hopefully, 
by  their  presence  attempt  to  move  the 
philosophic  ideal  into  a  practicing  reality 
of  “We  Care.” 


Listening  to  the 
joys  as  well  as  the 
concerns  and 
apprehensions  of 
family  members,  is 
an  important  part 
of  Rev.  John  B. 
Koelemay’s  pur¬ 
pose. 


Editorially  speaking 

Evaluation  of  boards  critical 


Most  of  the  national  program  boards  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  were 
created  because,  at  some  time  in  the 
past,  there  was  a  grass-roots  group  with 
enough  zeal  for  their  cause  to  get  it 
institutionalized  through  creation  of  a 
staff  to  promote  that  cause  fulltime  on  a 
nationwide  or  worldwide  basis.  That  is, 
these  organizations,  including  the 
Boards  of  Discipleship,  Church  and 
Society,  Global  Ministries  and  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  were  created 
because  of  an  impulse  from  a  group  in 
the  church  which  was  able  to  generate 
enough  widespread  support  to  convince  a 
General  Conference  to  provide  funds  for 
ongoing  work  through  a  fulltime  staff 

In  most  cases,  the  supporting  group 
which  brought  the  agency  into  being  was 
never  a  majority  of  the  church,  but  it  did 
comprise  a  very  significant  minority. 
The  agency,  since  it  owed  its  life  to  that 
significant  minority  in  the  church, 
tended,  especially  at  first,  to  serve  this 
loyal  and  dedicated  constituency  and  to 
promote  its  cause.  Most  of  these 
agencies,  therefore,  have  never  served 
the  entire  church  and  should  not  actually 
be  expected  to  do  so,  especially  in  a 
pluralistic  church  where  many  strong, 
and  sometimes  conflicting,  interests 
exist. 

The  latest  examples  of  this  process  are 
the  Commissions  on  Role  and  Status  of 
Women  and  Religion  and  Race.  The 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  strongest 
component  involves  United  Methodist 
Women  and  the  former  Board  of 
Missions,  both  of  which  were  created  to 
serve  the  missionary  movement  of  the 
nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  centuries. 
The  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
predecessors  include  the  former  Board 
of  Temperance,  created  to  lobby  for 
national  prohibition,  and  the  former 


Board  of  World  Peace,  which  existed 
primarily  to  promote  pacifism.  The 
Sunday  School  Movement  created  the  old 
Board  of  Education,  and  frontier 
evangelism  brought  the  old  Board  of 
Evangelism  into  being.  Both  of  these  are 
now  part  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

A  critical  time  arises  both  for  the 
national  organization  and  for  the  church 
as  a  whole  when  the  original  cause  fades 
and  the  national  agency  begins  to  lose  the 
supporting  group  which  brought  it  into 
being.  In  one  way  or  another,  this  has 
happened  to  every  one  of  the  national 
boards.  When  this  happens,  the  national 
organization  faces  hard  choices:  either  it 
must  build  a  new  constituency  in  the 
church  around  new  issues,  or  new 
perceptions  of  the  old  issues,  or  it  must 
decide  to  try  to  go  its  own  way  and 
pursue  causes  in  which  it  believes, 
whether  the  church  gives  support  or  not. 

It  appears  to  me  that  some  of  our 
agencies  are,  on  balance,  trying  to  build 
new  bases  of  support,  while  others  tend, 
on  balance,  to  be  attempting  to  pursue 
what  they  perceive  to  be  worthy  causes, 
and  do  not  appear  to  have  the  building  of 
a  base  of  support  among  local  church 
people  as  a  major  priority.  The 
difference,  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  critical. 

I  made  these  observations  on  a  visit, 
with  other  Council  Directors,  to  three  of 
our  church’s  general  boards  a  few  weeks 
ago.  The  primary  purpose  of  the  visit 
was  to  build  effective  working 
relationships  which  would  benefit  our 
conference.  This  purpose,  I  believe,  was 
accomplished. 

In  future  weeks,  I  will  say  more  about 
what  I  have  learned,  for  I  believe  the 
issues  involved  should  be  of  concern  to 
every  United  Methodist.  ByRayBranton 
Editor 


Issues  to  be  decided  at  Annual  Conference 


Seven  substantial  changes,  and 
numerous  other  significant  proposals  are 
contained  in  the  Pre-Conference 
Reports,  mailed  this  week  by  the  Council 
on  Ministries  office.  Proposals  in  these 
reports  will  be  voted  upon  at  the 
forthcoming  regular  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  May  29- 
June  1  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 

The  seven  proposals  which  would 
involve  substantial  change  are: 

MOVE  EPISCOPAL  RESIDENCE 

AND  CONFERENCE  OFFICES 

1.  There  is  a  proposal  to  move  the 
episcopal  residence  and  all  conference 
offices  to  Baton  Rouge.  This 
recommendation,  brought  by  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy,  will  call  for 
the  establishment  of  an  Area 
(Conference)  Headquarters  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

ESTABLISH  MULTI-PURPOSE 
CONFERENCE  CENTER 

2.  A  proposal  to  study  the  feasibility  of 
establishing  a  multi-purpose  conference 
center  and  to  report  on  specifics  to  the 
1980  Conference,  is  being  made  by  the 
Task  Force  on  Institutions.  This  center 
would  house  camps,  institutes  and 
retreats  and  would  be  designed  to  serve 
the  entire  state  in  facilities  probably 
ranging  from  rustic  to  motel-type. 
COMBINE  SPECIAL  OFFERINGS 

FOR  INSTITUTIONS 

3.  Seven  special  offerings  for 
Conference  institutions  would  be 
combined  into  two  such  offerings,  one  at 
Christmas  and  the  other  at  Easter,  in  a 

Campus  minister 


second  proposal  from  the  Task  Force  on 
Institutions.  Institutions  included  in  this 
new  plan  are:  Lafon  Home,  Peoples’ 
Community  Center,  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes,  La.  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  and  Pentleton 
Methodist  Hospital. 

INCREASE  MINIMUM  SALARY 
25% 

4.  The  Conference  equitable  (or 
minimum )  salary  would  be  raised  25%  to 
a  maximum  of  $10,000  under  a  proposal 
by  the  Commission  on  Equitable 
Salaries.  Only  fulltime  ministers  would 
be  eligible  to  participate  in  this 
minimum  salary  plan,  however,  with  full 
time  ministry  being  defined  with 
reference  to  church  membership, 
worship  attendance  and  Sunday  church 
school  attendance. 

RAISE  PENSIONS  4.9% 

5.  A  4.9%  increase  in  the  pension  to 
retired  ministers  has  been  proposed  by 
the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions.  The 
increase  is  from  $115  per  service  year  to 
$121  per  service  year.  The  regular  asking 
for  pensions  has  also  been  increased  to 
help  provide  this  higher  rate. 

COMBINE  TREASURER. 
PENSIONS  SECRETARY, 
FOUNDATION  DIRECTOR 

6.  The  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  has  proposed  that 
the  office  of  Conference  Treasurer  and 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions,  currently  a  dual  assignment 
given  to  one  person,  be  combined  with 
the  position  of  Executive  Director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 


Louisiana,  as  of  June  1,  1980.  This 
proposal  would  eliminate  one  cabinet 
level  position. 

ADD  5  M>%  TO  DECIMAL  ASKINGS 

7.  Decimal  askings  would  be  raised  5 
‘2%  under  proposals  from  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration.  The  largest 
single  increase  is  one  of  22%  for 
Conference  Administration.  This 
increase  is  proposed,  first,  to  pay  the 
costs  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation.  Original  "seed”  money  used 
to  start  the  Foundation  has  run  out,  so 
that  all  expenses  must  now  be  borne  by 
Conference  Administration.  A  second 
addition  to  Conference  Administration  is 
a  new  line  item  for  the  cost  of  utilities  in 
the  R.  E.  Smith  Building,  which  houses 
conference  offices.  Previously, 
Centenary  has  paid  for  these  utilities. 
Other  increases  in  the  decimal  items 
include  at  11%  increase  in  the  District 
Superintendents’  Fund  and  a  9% 
increase  in  the  Wesley  Foundation 
asking.  Most  other  changes  are  minor. 

OTHER  PROPOSALS 

Several  other  proposals  are 
noteworthy,  including  the  following: 

The  ballot  for  election  of  delegates  to 
the  1980  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  will  differ  from  the  tiny 
slips  of  paper  used  in  the  past.  An  entire 
sheet  of  paper  will  be  used,  with  the 
results  of  the  previous  ballot  printed  on 
the  sheet  and  with  large  squares  at  the 
bottom  of  the  sheet  in  which  names  of 
candidates  are  to  be  written  by  voters. 
This  change  is  to  provide  for  an  easier 
counting  procedure  and  a  much  faster 
reporting  of  the  ballot.  Elections,  as  in 


Can’t  get  a  Ph.D  in  caring 


Editor’s  Note:  Bob  Wagener  is  the  new 
Methodist  chaplain  at  Tulane  University. 
He  wrote  this  informal  note  of 
introduction  to  the  students  shortly  after 
arriving.  We  thought  you  might  enjoy 
reading  it  and  meeting  this  man  through 
your  Methodist  paper. 

By  BOB  WAGENER 

In  two  months  I  have  grown  accus¬ 
tomed  to  being  introduced  as  the  new 
campus  minister  at  Tulane  University, 
but  there  is  much  more  to  tell  about  my 
story  than  a  brief  introduction  will  often 
allow. 

Why  am  I  here?  Why  did  I  leave  a 
comfortable  pastoral  ministry  in  upper 
New  York  State?  These  two  questions 
have  greeted  me  in  the  morning  and 
evening  on  many  of  the  days  during  the 
past  two  months,  and  although  difficult 
to  answer,  they  keep  me  honest  about 
what  it  is  I  hope  will  happen  out  of  this 
change  of  scenery  in  my  life. 

A  wise  person,  of  neither  great  renown 
or  age,  once  wrote:  “It  is  important  to 
realize  that  you  cannot  get  a  Ph.D.  in 
caring,  that  caring  cannot  be  delegated 
by  specialists  .  .  .”  I’m  not  sure  exactly 
when  it  was  that  I  realized  this,  but  I  do 
remember  how  impressed  I  was  with  this 
statement  during  a  time  in  my  life  when  I 
was  gorging  myself  in  graduate  studies 


for  a  second  time.  I  was  trying  to  make  of 
myself  a  specialist  in  caring,  believing 
that  only  when  I  had  all  the  proper 
equipment  would  I  then  be  ready  to  do 
the  job  that  needed  to  be  done.  Imagine 
how  surprised  I  was  to  find  out  that 
caring  can  be  as  natural  as  breathing .  .  . 
if  it  is  allowed  to  be  so! 

To  care  for  another  first  of  all  means  to 
empty  our  own  cup  and  to  allow  the  other 
to  come  close  to  us.  It  means  to  take 
away  the  many  barriers  which  prevent 
us  from  entering  into  community  with 
the  other.  When  we  dare  to  care,  then  we 
discover  that  nothing  human  is  foreign  to 
us,  but  that  all  the  hatred  and  love, 
cruelty  and  compassion,  fear  and  joy  can 
be  found  in  our  own  hearts. 

It  is  my  hope  that  Wesley  Foundation 
on  the  Tulane  Campus  can  be  such  a 
place  where  persons  care  for  each  other, 
and  where  supportive  community  is  a 
reality. 

Will  you  join  with  me  in  risking  what 
should  be  as  natural  as  breathing  .  .  . 
there  are  no  Ph.D.’s  in  caring  .  .  .  only 
persons  who  attempt  to  be  genuine  in 
their  relationships  with  others  in 
community. 

Rev.  Wagener  served  seven  years  in 
the  parish  ministry  in  Western  New 
York,  where  he  worked  with  the  Wesley 


Bob  Wagener 


Foundation  as  a  board  member,  and  in 
various  other  ministries  to  the  college 
campus  that  included  teaching  in  the 
Religious  Studies  Program  at  the  State 
University  of  New  York  at  Buffalo.  He 
earned  his  M.A.  degree  from  Canisius 
College  in  Buffalo  and  his  M.Div.  from 
McCormick  Theological  Seminary  in 
Chicago. 


Around  the  Conference 


the  past,  will  be  by  secret  ballot,  without 
nomination. 

The  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  has  proposed  several 
changes  of  somewhat  lesser  significance 
than  those  previously  mentioned.  It 
proposes  that  the  pastor’s  travel 
allowance  be  raised  $300  to  $3000.  that  the 
pastor’s  utility  allowance  be  raised  $200 
to  $1200.  and  that  the  local  church 
receiving  a  new  pastor  defray  moving 
expenses  up  to  $900.  Previously,  the 
amount  for  moving  expenses  had  been 
$600.  It  is  proposed,  beginning  in  1980,  to 
provide  only  one  free  copy  of  the 
Conference  Journal  per  pastor  and  one 
per  church.  Additional  Journals  would  be 
available  for  purchase  at  $3.00  per  copy 
It  is  proposed  that  persons  travelling  to 
conference  business  meetings  (boards, 
commissions,  etc. )  be  an  increase  of  .02 
per  mile.  No  new  residences  (parson¬ 
ages)  would  be  furnished  to  conference 
personnel,  under  another  proposal,  but 
all  would  receive  an  appropriate  hous¬ 
ing  allowance.  Permission  is  requested 
to  use  $25,000  in  contingency  funds  to  buy 
a  computer  for  the  office  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Treasurer  and  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Pensions,  at  a  time  to  be 
decided  by  the  officers  of  the  bodies 
involved. 

Many  other  proposals  and  items  of 
information  are  contained  in  the  pre- 
conference  reports.  Each  pastor  receives 
two  copies :  one  for  the  pastor  and  one  for 
the  lay  member  of  the  Annual 
Conference  from  the  charge  served  by 
the  pastor. 

May 

Calendar 

2-  4  Teacher  Training  and  Develop¬ 

ment,  Platte  Woods  UMC,  Kansas 
City 

3-  5  Camp  Workers’  Training  Camp 

Brewer,  Lake  Charles  Camp 
I  strouma  and  Caney 
6-13  National  Family  Week 
13  Methodist  Home  Hospital  Day 
13  Mother’s  Day 

16-19  Dogwood  Time  at  Mt.  Sequoyah 
20  Worldwide  Wesley  Day 
29-June  1  Annual  Conference,  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport 
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75th  Anniversary 


of  the  lectures  was  “Biblical  Faith  and 
the  Oppressed." 


Youth  news 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  youth’s  nominations  submitted  at  the  Youth 
newsletter  has  been  named  “Youth  Conference  Winter  Retreat.  This 
Outreach.”  This  name  was  chosen  from  newsletter  is  mailed  bi-monthly. 

What’s  Happening 


IDA  —  The  Ida  UMC  will  celebrate  its 
75th  anniversary  on  Sunday,  May  6. 
Worship  services  will  begin  at  10:30  a  m. 
and  will  be  followed  by  an  old  time  dinner 
on  the  grounds. 

‘ Religion  &  medicine  ’ 

SHREVEPORT  —  Dr.  John  Vavra, 
Assistant  Dean,  Washington  University 
Medical  School,  Chief  of  Unit  I  Medicine, 
St.  Louis  City  Hospital,  and  adjunct 
Professor  of  Philosophy  and  Religion, 
Eden  Seminary,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  Seventh  Annual  Seminar 
on  "Religion  and  Medicine”  sponsored 
by  the  Chaplain  Service  of  the  Veterans 
Administration  Medical  Center,  Friday, 
May  11,  from  9a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Topics  will  be  “Medical  Viewpoint: 
Medical/Moral/Ethics,’’  “Medical 
Progress:  Morals/Ethics/Economics,” 
and  “Inter-relationship  among 
Physicians,  Clergy,  and  Patients  in 
Moral  Issues,”  according  to  L.  M. 
Frazier,  Jr.,  Director. 

The  seminar  is  open  to  area  medical 
personnel,  clergy,  social  workers,  and 
other  interested  persons  in  the  health 
care  field.  No  registration  fee  is 
required.  Registration  will  begin  at  8:30 
a  m.  in  room  2-W-47  at  the  Veterans 
Administration  Medical  Center. 

Black  theology 
seminar 

The  1979  Black  Theology  Seminar  was 
held  this  week  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  on  the  campus  of  Southern 
Methodist  University.  The  overall  theme 


New  roof  in  Jamaica 

BOGALUSA  —  The  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  Church  in  Bogalusa  has 
accepted  a  work  project  from  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  They  are  going  to 
replace  a  roof  on  the  church  at  Sandy 
Bay,  12  miles  from  Montego  Bay  on  the 
island  of  Jamaica. 

The  Rev.  Fitz  John  is  the  minister  in 
charge  of  the  Sandy  Bay  Church.  E.  S.  M. 
will  provide  the  materials  and  labor  for 
this  project. 

People  indicating  a  desire  to  go  at  their 
own  expense  and  give  their  labor  are 
James  and  Retta  Poole,  the  Gerald 
Brister  Family,  Charles  George  and 
sons,  Sam  and  Bud,  Homer  Seal,  Tom 
Knight  and  son,  Kyle.  The  professions  of 
these  people  are  engineers,  architects, 
mechanics,  teachers  and  helpers. 

Paul  Morton  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  writes  to  E.  S.  M.,  “Sandy  Bay 
is  about  12  miles  from  Montego  Bay  and 
is  a  very  beautiful  but  poor  community. 
Your  help  there  is  going  to  be  greatly 
appreciated.” 

Come  to  a 
Conference  tea 

SHREVEPORT  —  A  tea  honoring 
Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin’s  wife  and  the 
district  superintendents’  wives  will  be 
from  3  to  5  p.m.  May  30  at  Annual 
Conference.  The  tea  will  be  sponsored  by 
the  Shreveport  Parsonettes,  but  all 
ladies  attending  Conference  are  invited 
ittend. 

The  Shreveport  Parsonettes  recently 
had  their  annual  spring  outing  at  the  Tea 
Room  of  the  Grass  Roots  Craft  Shop. 


WILSON  —  Wesley  UMC  had  a  recent 
Sunday  morning  service  at  an  unusual 
time  —  5:30  a.m.  Members  said  the  cool, 
morning  air  was  refreshing.  Also,  the 
church  celebrated  its  annual  Women’s 
Day  program.  The  theme  of  the  program 
was  women  united  for  the  advancement 
of  Christianity. 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  St.  Matthew  UMC 
held  confirmation  services  on  April  8 
with  the  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  district 
superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans- 
Houma  District,  speaking. 

MONROE  —  Southside  UMC’s 
Childrens  Dept,  took  the  two  through 
eight  year  olds  to  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Gardens  and  Zoo  for  an  Easter  egg  hunt 
and  a  day  through  the  zoo. 

•  *  * 

The  Lenten  Season  brought  revival 
time  to  the  Loranger-Cooper’s  Chapel 
Charge.  Rev.  Larry  Stafford  was  the 
guest  minister  at  Loranger  March  18-21 
while  the  Rev.  William  E.  Finnin  Sr. 
ministered  at  Cooper’s  Chapel  on 
Wednesday  through  Friday  of  Holy 
Week. 

•  •  * 

CLINTON  —  The  United  Methodist 
Women  at  Asbury  UMC  recently 
celebrated  their  annual  tea. 

•  •  • 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Mrs.  Geraldine 
Hawkins  Ingersoll,  a  member  of  Wesley 
UMC,  died  March  18.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  Wesley  UMC. 


DALLAS  —  Tom  H.  Matheny,  current 
president  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  recently 
served  as  the  7th  annual  speaker  for  the 
Boswell  Lectures  in  Dallas,  Texas. 

•  *  * 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes 
Jr.,  minister  of  Wesley  UMC,  recently 
returned  from  the  All  African  Church 
Emphasis  Consultation  in  Nairobi. 
Kenya.  The  Consultation  was  sponsored 
by  the  National  Conference  of  Churches 
USA.  Dr.  Hayes  served  as  an  observer 
and  consultant. 

*  *  * 

BATON  ROUGE  —  On  April  27-29 
members  of  the  First  UMC  will 
experience  a  ‘Key  to  Joy’  weekend.  This 
is  a  program  designed  to  deepen  the 
participant’s  commitment  to  the  Lord 
and  His  church. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  On  April  8,  Palm 
Sunday,  some  17  youth  from  First  UMC 
participated  in  Confirmation.  In  personal 
conferences  with  the  ministers  at  First 
Church,  these  young  adults  decided  to 
confirm  their  faith  that  God  loves  them 
and  to  claim  that  love  at  the  center  of 
their  lives. 

•  *  * 

FLORIEN  —  This  spring  a  pastor 
exchange  was  held  on  Retired  Ministers’ 
Sunday  at  Macedonia  UMC.  The  Rev.  W. 
B.  Sweat  of  Welsh  was  sent  to 
Macedonia.  He  spoke  on  “When  Trouble 
Comes"  from  Psalms  37:5. 
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For  the  good  of  all,  Mississippi  bishop 
should  meet  Religion  &  Race  Committee 


A4  A  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  TfACHER,  I 
VISIT  ONE  OR  TWO 
UNCHURCHED  ?10?LI 
EVERY  YEAR 


A  United  Methodist  minister  in 
Mississippi  was  removed  from  his  pulpit 
last  August  and  forced  to  accept  a  leave 
of  absence  without  pay  by  Bishop  Mack 
Stokes.  The  Rev.  Karl  Mertz  subsequently 
charged  that  his  removal  was  the  result 
of  racism,  and  asked  the  UMC’s  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  to 
investigate. 

The  commission  appointed  a  three- 
member  committee  to  meet  with  Bishop 
Stokes  —  and  others  he  might  designate 
-  to  clarify  the  situation.  Bishop  Stokes 
has  denied  that  race  had  anything  to  do 
with  his  action  regarding  Mr.  Mertz,  but 
he  has  repeatedly  refused  to  meet  with 
the  Religion  and  Race  Committee  and 
has  suggested  that  to  do  so  would  violate 
both  “confidentiality”  and  the  "integrity 
of  the  appointment-making  process" 
(see  TM/UMR.  February  23  and  April 
27). 

The  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
has  issued  a  background  report  on  the 
situation  and  listed  the  following  as 
"incontestable  facts”:  "A  controversial 
sermon  was  preached  one  Sunday 
morning”  (stating  that  "racial  segre¬ 
gation  is  incompatible  with  Christian 
discipleship").  "Three  nights  later  a 
group  of  laymen  visited  the  preacher, 
gave  him  his  pay  and  told  him  he 
was  through.'  Within  that  same  week, 
a  resolution  was  passed  urging  his  bishop 
to  remove  him  from  his  position  and 
citing  his  sermons  as  the  cause.  Later  a 
more  refined  resolution  was  adopted,  not 
mentioning  the  preaching  but  asking  for 
the  preacher’s  dismissal.  The  bishop  and 


cabinet  terminated  the  preacher’s 
effective  relationship  to  his  charge  and 
gave  him.  against  his  wishes,  a  leave  of 
absence’." 

Since  this  chain  of  events  constitutes 
strong  circumstantial  evidence  that  this 
action  was  precipitated  by  racial 
considerations,  it  would  appear  likely 
that  Bishop  Stokes  would  wish  to  make 
every  possible  effort  to  dispel  this 
thought  if  it  were  not  true  —  including 
participation  with  the  fact-finding 
committee  from  the  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race. 

Bishop  Stokes  has  said  that  such  a 
meeting  would  constitute  an  admission 
on  his  part  that  racism  was  involved  in 
his  actions  concerning  Mr.  Mertz.  But 
what,  in  light  of  the  known  circum¬ 
stantial  evidence,  does  Bishop  Stokes’ 
refusal  to  meet  with  this  committee 
suggest? 

From  our  vantage  point,  it  appears 
that  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  has  been  meticulously  cautious  and 
fair  in  its  handling  of  this  matter.  It  has 
clearly  sought  to  assure  Bishop  Stokes 
that  no  prejudgment  has  been  made 
regarding  the  facts  of  the  case  Likewise, 
it  has  made  clear  that  the  commission’s 
intention  is  to  check  into  an  alleged 
violation  of  church  law.  and  not  to 
infringe  on  the  “integrity  of  the 
appointment-making  process”  in 
Mississippi. 

There  is  no  reason  for  persons  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  to  jump  onto  a  self- 
righteous.  “Mississippi  is  racist” 
bandwagon.  In  most  of  our  annual 


conferences  —  and  not  just  within  the 
South  —  many  vestiges  of  racism 
remain,  and  "open  itineracy”  is  still 
more  a  dream  than  a  reality.  Few.  if  any. 
conferences  have  achieved  such  a  record 
of  racial  inclusiveness  as  to  make 
gloating  the  order  of  the  day ! 

But  surely  we  have  passed  the  time 
when  we  are  willing  for  there  to  exist 
even  the  appearance  of  a  minister  being 
fired  for  declaring  that  “segregation  is 
incompatible  with  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ." 

In  the  beginning.  Bishop  Stokes  would 
properly  have  been  assumed  innocent  of 
this  charge  unless  it  could  be  proven 
against  him.  With  the  passage  of  several 
months,  during  which  the  situation  has 
remained  unresolved,  the  burden  of 
proof  is  in  danger  of  shifting  from  Mr 
Mertz  to  Bishop  Stokes  in  the  minds  of 
concerned  persons  across  the  church. 

We  believe  Bishop  Stokes  owes  it  to 
himself,  to  the  Mississippi  Annual 
Conference  and  to  our  entire  church  to 
relent  and  —  even  at  this  late  date  — 
meet  with  the  duly  authorized  members 
of  the  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
so  that  their  investigation  of  the  matter 
can  take  into  account  the  full  range  of 
facts,  and  not  just  Mr.  Mertz' 
allegations. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Anonymity  undermines  credibility 
of  ‘Ad  Hoc  Lay  Study’  document 


Some  2500  United  Methodist  leaders 
have  received  a  document  during  the 
past  two  weeks  entitled:  “Easter 
Declaration  —  A  Call  for  Renewal  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

The  source  of  the  document  was 
identified  only  as  the  "Ad  Hoc  Lay  Study 
Committee  on  General  Conference”  (see 
TM/UMR,  April  27). 

The  document  offers  a  scathing  series 
of  direct  indictments  on  the  UM  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (BGM),  a  less 
direct  indictment  of  all  other  UM  general 
church  agencies,  and  a  call  for  sweeping 
changes  in  BGM  by  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

The  basic  themes  of  the  document  are 
not  unfamiliar:  That  BGM  is  con¬ 
temptuous  of  such  basic  Christian-. em¬ 
phases  as  the  truth  of  the  Bible  and 
the  importance  of  personal  conversion: 
that  BGM  is  inappropriately  preoccupied 
with  secular  ideological  concerns  and 
social  issues:  and  that  BGM  has 
repeatedly  violated  the  trust  of  the 
church’s  members. 

What  is  different  about  this  document 
—  and  the  group  which  drafted  and 
distributed  it  —  is  that  the  entire  process 
was  shrouded  in  secrecy  and  anonymity. 
It  was  only  by  journalistic  persistence 
and  considerable  effort  that  TM/UMR 
was  able  to  identify  some  of  the  leaders 
of  this  Ad  Hoc  Study  Committee  of  10  to 
12  persons  and  talk  with  them.  We  were 
•  told  the  group  had  met  approximately  10 
times  over  a  two-year  period,  and  that  it 
■  decided  to  distribute  its  document  to  the 
church  anonymously  in  the  hope  that  the 
document  would  then  be  considered  on 
its  own  merits  rather  than  on  the  basis  of 
;  personalities. 

We  have  no  reason  to  question  the 
sincerity  and  good  intentions  of  this 
group,  but  we  must  question  their 
rationale  for  developing  their  paper  in 
secrecy  and  distributing  it  without 
identifying  its  sponsors. 


:<auii:ju:fl 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M  Dunnam  III:  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland.  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton.  Comptroller;  Cecil 
Copeland,  Data  Processing;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Debbie  Christian, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
Kay  Fielder.  Assistant  Editor. 
Editorial:  Clyde  Chesnutt  and  Bud 
Herron.  Associate  Editors;  Sharon 
Mielke.  Senior  Staff  Writer.  Pat 
Sites.  Staff  Writer;  Otto  Nall, 
Contributing  Editor.  Production: 
Bill  Sybert.  General  Manager, 
TM/UMR  Productions;  George 
Wilhelm.  Printing  Plant  Manager. 

Thr  l  nilrd  Methodist  Keporlrr  -t  SPStSiawi  is 
owned  bt  thr  l  nited  Methodisl  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  published  weekls  bs  Ihe  Newspaper 
Ditixion  of  Ihe  l  nited  Methodist  t  ommuniraiions 
Council.  MJU  H  (om merer  St  Dallas.  Texas 
73212.  as  a  wholls  owned  subsidiars  of  The  Texas 
Methodisl  newspaper  Thr  Keporter  maintains  no 
official  relationship  to  Ihe  l  nited  Methodisl 
(•eneral  I  on/erence  or  lo  an>  of  the 
denomination  v  general  boards  or  agencies,  but 
does  srrse  as  the  official  publication  for  ;U  l  nited 
Methodisl  annual  conferences  which  publish 
special  regional  editions. 

The  Keporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
polio  aimed  al  providing  its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  Ihe  pluralism  of  l  nited  Methodism's 
membership  Kditorial  opinions  expressed  are  not 
necessarilv  those  of  the  publisher,  but  represent 
the  opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff. 
Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the 
Keporter  are  the  views  of  Ihe  author  and  not 
necessarilv  those  of  the  Keporter  staff 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Phone:  1 2141  630-6495 
[Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes.  1 

Individual  subscriptions  $6tw  per  year  for 
national  edition  rate*  for  Annual  Conference  edi¬ 
tions.  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more  subscriptions  lo 
Ihe  national  edition  available  upon  request 

Second  Class  postage  paid  in  Dallas  Texas 
POSTMASTER  Please-  send  address  changes  to 
P  O  Box  221076.  Dallas.  Texas  73222 


ONCE  IN  A  WHILE 
I  AL-SO  «ENP  A 
CARP 


Here  I  Stand 


UMC  should  practice 
‘ planned  parenthood  ’ 


Jim  Cowell 


TOO  SAP  I  CAN'T 
OFT  MV  CLASS 
MEMgfRS  AS 
SPIRITUALLY  fX- 
ClTiP  AS  I  AM 


Bv  JIM  COWELL 

“Speaking  personally,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  always  been  a 
viable  part  of  every  community  in  which 
I  have  lived.  But  I  never  fully  realized 
how  important  it  was  to  me  until  we 
moved  to  an  area  without  one.  This 
seems  to  be  a  feeling  that  is  shared  by  the 
members  of  our  congregation.  We. 
therefore,  look  forward  to  the  day  when 
w-e.  with  God’s  help,  are  strong  enough  to 
be  a  part  of  the  continuance  of  United 
Methodism  by  helping  others  start  a 
congregation.” 

The  above  words  were  parts  of  a  thank 
you  letter  sent  to  First  UMC  in  Colorado 
Springs,  from  a  congregation  First 
Church  had  helped  organize  —  Mountain 
View  UMC  in  Woodland  Park.  Colorado. 
The  letter  from  Woodland  Park  raises 
some  questions  every  local  church  ought 
to  consider. 

"Every  church  ought  to  say  to  it¬ 
self.  ’we  owe  our  birth  to  somebody 
else.  Are  we  going  to  be  a  dead-end  link? 
Does  the  process  of  church  planting  end 
with  us.  or  are  we  going  to  confer  on 
some  other  community,  some  other 
group  of  people,  the  privilege  of  knowing 
Jesus  Christ?’  "  Donald  A.  McGavran 


Nuclear  energy  use  affirmed 


We  do  not  publish  anonymously 
submitted  Letters  to  the  Editor  —  no 
matter  how  well  written  they  are. 
Likewise,  we  are  constrained  by 
journalistic  ethics  to  give  much  less 
exposure  to  the  content  of  the  Ad  Hoc  Lay 
Study  Committee’s  document  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  the  case.  Ironically, 
this  means  the  document  will  achieve 
just  the  opposite  of  its  stated  intention: 
the  main  news  story  becomes  an  answer 
to  the  question  “who  is  this  group  and 
why  did  they  mail  their  document 
anonymously?"  rather  than  “what  does 
this  group  have  to  say  and  is  it  valid?  ” 

Many  responsible  individuals  across 
the  church  have  expressed  concerns 
similar  to  some  of  the  Ad  Hoc  Lay  Study 
Committee’s  conclusions  —  including  the 
^president  of  BGM’s  World  Division. 
Bishop  Roy  Nichols  (see  TM/UMR.  April 
6)  However,  such  responsible  critics 
have  presented  their  concerns  and 
proposals  openly,  knowing  they  are 
thereby  exposing  themselves  to  counter- 
criticism. 

Despite  the  many  changes  we  believe 
need  to  be  made  in  BGM.  we  deplore  the 
use  of  cheap  shots  and  unfair  tactics  to 
discredit  this  or  any  other  church 
agency.  As  Christians,  we  must  simply 
reject  the  principle  that  the  end  justifies 
the  means 

BGM  has  often  taken  unpopular 
positions,  but  it  has  done  so  openly  and 
with  a  willingness  to  absorb  and  respond 
to  the  fallout  from  same.  Any  group 
which  wishes  to  criticize  BGM  —  or  any 
other  agency  of  the  church  —  must  be 
willing  to  come  out  into  the  open  and 
submit  to  the  same  process  of  give  and 
take  if  its  criticisms  are  to  be  regarded 
as  having  even  minimal  credibility. 

A  sermon  that  mattered 

How  deep  is 
your  well? 

By  INA  PURVIS 
Brooklyn  UMC .  Minnesota 

It  was  years  ago  that  I  chose  to  attend 
an  evening  service  at  a  Methodist  church 
in  Montana  accompanied  by  my  father- 
in-law.  I  have  no  recollection  of  who  the 
guest  preacher  was.  but  the  event  is 
definitely  imprinted  on  my  mind. 

A  fearful  summer  storm,  with 
lightning,  thunder  and  sheets  of  rain, 
raged  outside  during  the  service,  all  of 
which  never  seemed  to  distract  me  from 
the  sermon  The  preacher’s  delivery  was 
superb,  his  language  beautiful  The 
subject  was.  "How  Deep  is  Your  Well0” 
This  sentence  was  emphasized  by  a 
repetition  of  the  question  after  each 
development  of  the  well  organized 
material. 

How  deep  IS  my  well?  How  clear?  How 
easily  can  the  refreshing  water  be  used0 
How  willing  am  I  to  share  the  life-saving 
water?  How  often  am  I  willing  to  let 
people  know  I  have  such  a  well0  How 
effectively  do  I  care  for  my  well? 

Tom  and  I  walked  home  that  evening  in 
almost  total  silence  The  rain  had 
stopped  after  having  washed  everything 
clean  I  grew  up  a  little  more  that 
evening.  My  questioning  still  goes  on  to 
this  day  as  to  the  depth  and  quality  of  my 
life  My  well  is  so  often  dirtied  and  filled 
with  debris.  Then  I  need  to  get  busy- 
praying  that  I  may  clear  the  water,  to 
realize  fully  and  appreciate  the  treasure 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  April  13  issue  of  TM/UMR.  Bud 
Herron’s  article  on  nuclear  energy 
makes  the  point  that  the  accident  at  the 
Three  Mile  Island  nuclear  plant  aids  the 
church’s  official  position  against  nuclear 
fission  energy.  I  must  agree  that  this 
incident  has  given  a  big  boost  to  the  anti¬ 
nuclear  forces. 

I  must  disagree,  even  in  light  of  Three 
Mile  Island,  with  the  technical  judgment 
made  in  the  1976  General  Conference 
Resolution  which  questions  the  ability  of 
our  nation  to  handle  nuclear  power.  What 
the  resolution  is  saying,  in  effect,  is  that 
society  is  willing  to  accept  the  hundreds 
of  deaths  per  year  that  result  from  the 
mining,  transporting  and  burning  of  coal, 
but  we  should  not  accept  the  risk  of 
nuclear  energy  no  matter  how  low  it  is. 

I  agree  that  we  must  push  other 
sources  of  energy,  particularly  fusion 
and  solar,  as  fast  as  we  possibly  can.  But 
the  world  dares  not  and  will  not  take  the 
gamble  that  we  can  rely  on  fossil  fuel 
alone  until  solar  and  fusion  can  share  a 
significant  part  of  the  world  energy  load, 
for  there  is  no  assurance  this  will  ever 
occur.  To  take  this  gamble  and  lose  could 
well  result  in  World  War  III  as  well  as 
internal  social  strife  within  nations  the 
likes  of  which  we  have  not  seen  in 
modem  times. 

W.  R.  Ellis 

Pittsburgh.  Pennsylvania 

Practice  what  you  preach 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined  “Nuclear 
accident  aids  UM  energy  position" 
(TM/UMR.  April  13)  incredibly  appears 
one  page  over  from  your  editorial  call  for 
"...  calm,  unemotional  discussion  on 
the  whole  question  of  nuclear  energy 

The  criteria  of  your  editorial  is  hardly 
met  by  quoting  that  coal  can  replace 
nuclear  power  without  also  discussing 
the  relative  dangers  and  environmental 
impact  ( including  waste  disposal)  of  that 
energy  source.  Nor  is  your  editorial 
served  by  quoting  nuclear  power  only 
furnishes  ten  percent  of  our  electrical 
needs  without  pointing  out  that  in  some 
areas  (such  as  New  England)  nuclear 
power  furnishes  over  50  percent  of 
electricity.  Further,  that  article  omitted 
discussion  of  the  economic,  political  and 
other  implications  of  reliance  on  foreign 
oil.  such  as  effects  on  church  attendance 
if  gasoline  rationing  or  Sunday  driving 
limitations  become  mandatory. 

There  are  many  more  issues, 
alternatives  and  questions  your  one¬ 
sided  article  did  not  cover,  but  I’ll  cut  my 
sermon  short  by  asking  you  to  please 
practice  what  you  preach. 

Bryan  Riner 
Santa  Fe.  New  Mexico 

There’s  a  third  alternative 

To  the  Editor: 

It’s  unfortunate  that  the  Reporter 
considers  the  nuclear  problem  at  Three 
Mile  Island  as  aiding  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  medieval  stand  on  nuclear 
energy  (TM/UMR,  April  13 (..Something 
went  wrong  at  Three  Mile  Island  ( things 
go  wrong  lots  of  places! )  and  now  it’s  up 
to  the  technicians  and  scientists  to  find 
out  how  to  keep  it  from  happening  again. 

But  along  comes  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  says:  “Hands  off!  Let’s  quit 
playing  around  with  that  stuff  before 
someone  gets  hurt  " 

Let’s  also  quit  building  747  s.  because 
lots  of  people  get  killed  riding  in  those 
things.  Let’s  quit  making  automobiles 
because  they  snuffed  out  50.000  lives  last 
year  Let  s  tear  down  our  hospitals 
because  people  are  always  dying  in 
them! 

No  church  worthy  of  its  name  should 
try  to  halt  scientific  inquiry  into  ways 
that  can  result  in  a  better  life  here  on 


that  is  mine,  the  living  water  of  God 

TM/llMR  welcomes  new  local  church  edition  readers 

With  this  issue.  TM/l’MR  welcomes  receive  a  special  edition  of  TM/UMR 

with  their  own  local  church  news  printed 
on  the  front  page,  annual  conference 
news  printed  on  the  back  page,  and 
general  church  news  and  opinion  printed 
on  the  four  inside  pages 
To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
"Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  newsDaDer  informative 


readers  of  two  new  local  church  editions: 
Littleton  UMC  in  Littleton.  Colorado 
( Rocky  Mountain  Conference),  and  First 
UMC  in  Muskogee.  Oklahoma  (Okla¬ 
homa  Conference). 

Each  week  approximately  1500 
subscriber-families  at  Littleton  UMC  and 
600  subscriber-families  at  First  UMC  will 


earth  .  .  whether  it’s  through  nuclear 
energy,  coal  or  whatever. 

Many  years  ago  in  the  middle  west  a 
church  literally  "blew  up."  It  was  found 
that  natural  gas.  used  for  heating,  had 
built  up  due  to  a  faulty  valve  and  a  mere 
spark  had  set  it  off.  Nobody  was  killed  or 
injured  .  but  the  problem  remains: 
Should  we  abolish  churches  because  they 
explode?  Or  should  we  abolish  natural 
gas  because  it  makes  churches  explode? 
Now  there  is  a  third  alternative,  but 
apparently  the  United  Methodist  Church 
wouldn’t  consider  that  one! 

Melvin  J.  Slacks 
Boca  Raton,  Florida 

I  can  see  the  headlines... 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  disappointed  with  the  UMC 
passing  moral  judgment  on  any  and  all 
issues.  God.  I’m  glad  they  weren't 
around  to  pass  judgment  on  the  first 
birth  of  a  baby. 

In  response  to  the  article.  "Nuclear 
accident  aids  UM  energy  position" 
(TM/UMR.  April  13),  I,  for  one,  am  glad 
no  one  was  hurt,  much  less  killed.  I  can 
see  the  headlines  if  100  had  been  killed: 
"Nuclear  accident  kills  hundreds,  but 
aids  UM  energy  position." 

R.  L.  Muirhead 
Las  Vegas.  Nevada 

Stand  against  arras  race 
greatly  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  Ron  Freund  on  his 
stand  against  the  arms  race,  as  stated  in 
the  April  13  issue!  When  a  brochure 
publicizing  the  international  arms  trade 
show  was  delivered  to  me  by  mistake.  I 
was  shocked  and  sickened  that  such  an 
event  was  going  to  take  place,  but  had  no 
knowledge  of  any  way  to  protest.  Now  I 
know  that  a  large  group  of  my  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ  were  there  and 
witnessed  to  the  immorality  of  such 
goings  on. 

Mr.  Freund  used  an  excellent  com¬ 
parison  when  he  noted  that  "the  slave 
trade  was  once  perfectly  legal."  just 
as  this  trade  show  was  also  protected 
by  law.  For  we  certainly  are  enslaved  to 
a  national  policy  which  promotes  death 
and  destruction  in  the  name  of  profit  The 
next  time  a  stand  against  death  is 
needed.  I  may  be  standing  there  with  Mr 
Freund,  as  well. 

Stephen  C.  Butler 
South  Burlington.  Vermont 

Part-time  ministers 

need  more  flexibility 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  pleased  to  see  the  scope  of  issues 
addressed  by  the  Commission  to  Study 
the  Itineracy  in  its  report  to  the  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry  (TM/UMR.  March 
30).  I  was  disappointed,  however,  with 
the  proposed  eight-year  limit  for  less- 
than-full-time  ministry. 

This  time  restriction  inhibits  the  very 
flexibility  that  is  needed.  For  example, 
couples  who  are  called  to  ordained 
ministry  and  are  able  to  work  effectively 
as  a  team  in  a  single  appointment  would 
find  themselves  unable  to  choose  that 
ministry  as  a  permanent  career  option 

The  clergy  are  not  called  to  simply 
adopt  the  work  styles  of  a  society  that 
worships  status  and  consumption.  The 
church  could  exercise  its  freedom  from 
the  powers  and  principalities  by  being 
open  to  pastors  who  choose  a  Christian 
alternative  lifestyle.  Such  a  stance  would 
allow  an  option  for  couples  who  wish  to 
share  in  childrearing,  to  share  one 
income  between  two  careers,  to  live 
'  lightly"  on  God's  earth  or  to  have  time 
for  ministries  beyond  the  pastoral 

Kimbrough  A.  Leslie 
St.  Helena.  California 
Few  words  sweeter 
To  the  Editor: 

Tim  Boyle's  letter  in  the  April  6  issue 
asks:  What  is  the  real  purpose  for  the 
church's  existence?  Often  when  I  get 
discouraged  and  wonder  if  I’m  in  the 
right  church.  I  open  the  Discipline  to 
page  10  and  read  that  last  paragraph 

It  says  in  part  The  Methodist  Church 
believes  today,  as  Methodism  has  from 
the  first,  that  the  only  infallible  proof  of  a 
true  church  of  Christ  is  its  ability  to  seek 


and  to  save  the  lost,  to  disseminate  the 
Pentecostal  spirit  and  life,  to  spread 
Scriptural  holiness,  and  to  transform  all 
peoples  and  nations  through  the  gospel  of 
Christ.  The  sole  object  of  the  rules, 
regulations,  and  usages  of  The  Methodist 
Church  is  to  aid  the  church  in  fulfilling  its 
divine  commission” 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  would 
subscribe  to  this  legacy  from  Wesleyan 
tradition  there  would  he  no  identitv 
crisis  James  L.  Curry 

Mahaffev.  Pennsylvania 

Application  of  Discipline 
is  not  consistent 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  concerning  Rev.  David 
Whitington’s  dismissal  (TM/UMR.  April 
13 )  aroused  dis-ease  about  being  a  United 
Methodist,  which  I  have  repressed  for 
several  months  now.  It  did  not  surprise 
me  in  the  least  that  an  elder  in  the 
itinerant  ministry  would  be  defrocked  for 
refusing  to  accept  an  appointment  from 
his  bishop  If  he  refuses  to  play  by  the 
rules,  he  should  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  the  game. 

The  cause  of  my  dis-ease  is  the 
inconsistency  with  which  the  rules  are 
enforced  There  is  a  minister  in  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference  who  is  no  less 
disobedient  to  the  Discipline,  who 
nevertheless  continues  as  an  avowed 
homosexual  The  fact  that  the 
congregation  wants  him  to  continue  only 
shows  how  parallel  the  two  situations 
are.  Whether  the  bishop  must  allow  him 
to  continue  because  the  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  considers  him 
qualified  is  a  secondary  matter,  since  the 
Discipline  show's  that  he  has  disqualified 
himself. 

"Your  ways  are  unequal."  says 
Ezekiel.  “Let  justice  roll  on  like  a  river." 
shouts  Amos.  Even  an  intelligent  pagan 
like  Socrates  w'ould  take  us  to  task  for 
such  lack  of  integrity.  Something  needs 
to  be  done,  but  who  will  do  it0  My 
Presbyterian  minister  friends  have 
occasionally  confessed  that  they  wished 


and  Winfield  C.  Arn  raise  these  questions 
in  their  book.  "Ten  Steps  for  Church 
Growth."  in  a  chapter  entitled  "Repro¬ 
duce  Through  Planned  Parenthood.” 

One  of  my  greatest  concerns  regarding 
the  future  of  United  Methodism  is  the 
degree  of  urgency  with  which  we  as 
clergy  and  laypersons  approach  the 
subject  of  church  extension.  In  recent 
years,  as  a  denomination,  we  have 
started  25-50  congregations  per  year 
compared  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
denomination  which  has  started  several 
hundred  congregations  each  year.  Other 
fast  growing  denominations  have  also 
been  extremely  active  in  planting  new 
congregations. 

During  an  approximate  20-year  period 
in  the  Memphis  conference,  for  example. 
20  new  churches  were  established  by 
Methodists  and  the  denomination  grew. 
Then  for  a  ten  year  period  —  the  mid¬ 
sixties  through  the  mid-seventies  —  only 
one  new  congregation  was  established  in 
that  fast-expanding  metropolitan  area. 
When  church  extension  stopped,  the  total 
membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  that  area  remained  fairly 
constant. 

In  the  Rocky  Mountain  conference,  of 
which  I  am  now  a  part,  one  district 
superintendent  has  commented:  "We 
need  twenty  additional  sites  for  new 
congregations  right  now.”  One  local 
pastor  in  Denver  states:  "We  can  no 
longer  accommodate  in  our  facilities  the 
number  of  visitors  to  our  Sunday 
services."  Yet.  the  Rocky  Mountain 
annual  conference  continues  to  show  a 
decrease  in  total  membership. 

The  time  has  come  for  local 
congregations  to  take  seriously  the 
matter  of  “planned  parenthood ."  In  an 
age  of  energy  crisis,  the  neighborhood 
church  must  again  become  a  live  option. 
Large  regional  and  downtown  churches 
can  continue  to  provide  programs  and 
ministries  that  smaller  churches  simply 
cannot  duplicate.  But  many  people, 
because  of  fuel  shortages,  will  opt  for 
attending  a  nearby  church  no  matter 
what  programs  are  offered  by  a  large 
downtown  church. 

United  Methodism  cannot  afford  to 
allow  the  next  “ring”  of  housing  to  rise  in 
various  metropolitan  areas  without 
planting  new  congregations  if  it  is  to 
remain  a  strong  and  viable  denom¬ 
ination.  McGavran  and  Arn  state: 
"Growth  in  existing  churches  and  growth 
by  planting  new  churches  are  both  valid 
forms,  but  it  seems  that  great  growth  of  a 
denomination  seldom  comes  by  growth 
in  existing  churches  It  comes  'by 
planting  new  congregations.” 

Local  churches  must  take  the 
initiative!  Task  forces  in  congregations 
must  prod  conference  and'  district 
leaders  to  be  farsighted  in  purchasing 
sites  for  potential  new  churches.  Groups 
of  concerned  individuals  must  press 
forward  with  the  surveying  of  rapidly 
growing  population  centers  and  helping 
their  local  churches  provide  financial 
backing  for  new  congregations.  Local 
churches  must  be  willing  to  supply  a 
nucleus  of  people  who  can  supply 
leadership  for  newly  organized  churches. 

It  has  been  a  great  thrill  for  me  to  have 
a  part  in  recently  establishing  a  new 
congregation.  I  covet  for  other  United 
Methodists  the  excitement  and  joy  of 
bringing  to  birth  new  life  —  in  the  form  of 
a  "contagious  congregation." 

" Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 


for  a  bishop  who  could  "bang  some  heads,  church. 
together."  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Jim 

Is  each  annual  conference  really  a  Cowell,  is  Minister  of  Evangelism  at 
denomination  in  itself,  picking  and  First  UMC  in  Colorado  Springs  (Rocky 
choosing  what  it  prefers  to  enforce  from  Mountain  Conference ). 

"the  manual"  quadrennially  updated  by  Any  reader  may  subnjit  an  article  for 
the  General  Conference0  How  are  we  to  consideration  to:  "Here  I  Stand." 
amendourwavs?  Stephen  JKobernik  TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076.  Dallas. 

Highland.  California  Texas  75222 


Love  makes  life  worth  bearing. 

Girls  with  emotional  problems  come  to  the  David  and  Margaret  Home  in  LoVeme. 
California  There  they  find  love  and  understanding  that  helps  them  turn  their  lives 
around  Since  1910.  this  United  Methodist  home  has  provided  residential  care  and  Chris¬ 
tian  concern  for  girls  twelve  to  eighteen 

Through  individual  and  group  motivation,  the  girls  learn  to  live  under  firm,  consistent 
and  loving  limits  Treatment  programs  help  them  to  understand  and  accept  reality 
and  to  become  responsible  for  their  own  behavior  Funds  are  needed  to  engage  a 
seminary  student  to  strengthen  religious  programs  for  these  girls 
who  are  struggling  to  better  themselves  and  others. 
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Share  your  love  through  a  gift  today. 


ADIANCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
National  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 


STREET  ADDRESS- 


.  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  _ 


W  J  1,  J  .  nTl-  Th*  UnilPd  MelHoOui  Child  Support  Program  it  a  part  o<  ih«-  «oilO  wide  ministry  oi  _ 

^^New  York.  NY  1002/  Tnc  Board  o' Global  Mmtsints  an  «iin  child  car*  mthluiiont  aop'o*ed  at  Advance  Specftis^J 
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Council 
sets  basic 


fund  level 

SKOKIE,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  The  chief  fiscal 
agency  for  the  United  Methodist  Church 
recommended  a  year-to-year  increase  in 
World  Service  —  UMC’s  basic  program 
fund  —  for  the  1981-84  quadrennium  and 
acted  to  help  two  annual  conferences 
engaged  in  court  battles  here  April  25-27. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration’s  (GCFA)  recommenda¬ 
tions  await  final  approval  at  the  fall 
meeting  and  adoption  by  the  1980 
General  Conference,  but  the  fiscal 
agency  set  $121.5  million  as  the  World 
Service  total  for  the  quadrennium. 

Departing  from  traditional  practice  in 
the  denomination,  a  graduated  World 
Service  asking  for  each  year  of  the  next 
quadrennium  is  being  proposed. 
Historically,  the  same  amount  has  been 
asked  each  year  in  the  four-year  cycle. 

Kathleen  Haining,  Alexandria,  Minn., 
chairperson  of  the  task  force  which 
prepared  the  recommendation,  said  the 
change  was  instituted  “in  response  to 
what  we  perceive  to  be  the  voice  from 
local  churches’’  saying  a  year-to-year 
increase  would  be  more  easily  handled 
than  one  large  jump.  Mrs.  Haining  also 
said  the  graduated  askings  could  enable 
the  church  to  deal  more  adequately  with 
inflation. 

The  World  Service  total  to  be 
recommended  to  the  1980  General 
Conference  will  be  $28.4  million  for  1981; 
$29.8  million  for  1982;  $31.  million  for 
1983;  and  $32.2  million  for  1984. 

When  some  additional  items  are 
factored  into  current  World  Service 
totals,  the  proposed  asking  for  1981  is  an 
increase  of  $1.8  million  or  6.8  percent.  By 
1984,  th£  increase  will  climb  to  $5.6 
million. 

In  another  action,  GCFA  approved 
allocation  of  up  to  $179,470  from 
contingency  funds  to  reimburse  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  for  one-half  its  legal  costs  for 
1979  in  the  Pacific  Homes  litigation  and 
up  to  $17,500  to  reimburse  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference  for  one-half  its  costs 
of  appeal  in  litigation  involving  a 
congregation  seeking  to  withdraw  from 
the  denomination. 

In  another  action,  the  fiscal  agency 
endorsed  a  feasibility  study  this  year  for 
a  “broadcast  development  fund”  which 
would  include  the  purchase  and 
operation  of  a  commercial  television 
station. 

The  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Way  land,  general 
secretary  of  GCFA,  said  the  council  did 
not  have  before  it  any  proposal  calling 
for  “designated  giving”  by  which  a 
particular  congregation  could  earmark 
funds  for  one  program  agency  and 
withhold  from  another.  Such  a  plan  has 
been  called  for  by  some  within  the 
denomination  in  recent  months. 


Yes, 

We  Sell 
Just  One! 

one  Bible 

one  sterling  cross  necklace 
one  child’s  record  player 

We’re  delighted  to  give  your  person¬ 
al  order  for  one  the  same  careful 
attention  that  we  give  a  church’s 
order  for  one  thousand  Cokesbury 
hymnals. 

Turn  to  Cokesbury  for  the  very  best 
in  Bibles,  inspirationals,  distinctive 
church  memorials,  and  unique  gifts 
for  the  bride,  the  graduate,  and  the 
birthday  child.  We  even  have  calcu¬ 
lators,  your  favorite  gospel  records, 
and  books,  books,  books. 

Cokesbury  is  your  source  for  these 
and  thousands  of  other  items 


— Cokesbury 
Belongs  to 

YOU! 

As  part  of  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  Cokesbui*y’s  job 
is  to  serve  not  only  churches  and 
church  leaders,  but  every  single 
member  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

So.  visit  one  of  your  thirty-two 
Cokesbury  Bookstores  today,  or 
write  your  Cokesbury  Regional  Ser¬ 
vice  Center  for  a  copy  of  our  big 
catalog. 


We're  here  to  serve  YOU! 
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1600  Queen  Anne  Rd. 
Tcaneck.  NJ  07666 
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Pork  Ridge.  IL  60068 
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Nashville.  TN  37202 
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Lesbian  staffperson  fired 

Women’s  organization  reverses  earlier  decision 


Planting  seeds 

CHICAGO —  In  a  "Praise  God,  It’s  Spring"  ecumenical  worship  experience.  Father 
Kilian  Knittel  (left)  of  St.  Edward’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  joined  the  Rev.  William 
Mueller  of  Mayfair  United  Methodist  Church  in  blessing  packages  of  seeds  that  were 
distributed  to  more  than  100  worshippers  here  recently.  ‘‘The  two  congregations 
expect  to  share  many  more  experiences  from  now  until  harvest.”  said  Mr.  Mueller, 
"growing  in  the  Spirit,  after  planting  the  seeds  of  ecumenical  understanding." 
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By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

CINCINNATI  —  An  executive  who 
announced  she  is  a  lesbian  was  fired  by 
the  national  directors  of  the  1.2  million 
member  organization  of  United 
Methodist  Women  Friday,  April  27. 

The  40-13  (one  abstention)  vote  for 
termination  of  Joan  Clark,  32,  of  Dallas, 
reversed  the  decision  made  April  23,  to 
retain  her  in  spite  of  a  recommendation 
from  the  division's  personnel  committee 
to  accept  her  resignation.  TM/UMR 
learned  that  the  first  decision  to  retain 
Ms.  Clark  passed  by  one  vote  with  12 
abstentions.  Both  of  the  sessions,  which 
lasted  more  than  two  hours,  were  closed. 

News  reports  of  the  Women’s  Division 
decision  to  retain  the  regional  field 
interpreter  brought  swift  responses  from 
the  four-state  area  where  she  was 
employed.  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  of 
the  Dallas/Ft.  Worth  Area  told  the 
president  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  by  phone  that  he  would  not 
reappoint  her.  As  a  deaconness,  Ms. 
Clark  is  subject  to  episcopal 
appointment.  (See  related  story  else¬ 
where  on  this  page  for  official  reactions ) . 

The  six  officers  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  told  the  press  their  three-point 
rationale  for  first  requesting  Ms.  Clark’s 
resignation  April  22,  and  later  recom¬ 
mending  her  termination  on  April  27. 
remained  the  same  throughout. 

President  Mai  Gray  of  Kansas  City. 
Mo.  said,  (1)  the  Women’s  Division 
recognizes  the  "Book  of  Discipline”  as 
"the  law  of  the  church  in  spite  of  its 
ambiguity  on  the  issue  of 


Mission  board  news  briefs 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

Apology  for  funding  made 

CINCINNATI  —  An  apology  for  the 
$4,000  grant  to  fund  a  New  York 
information  office  for  a  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  "Patriotic  Front"  party  was 
given  by  the  top  executive  of  the  Africa 
office  here  last  week. 

Dr.  Isaac  Bivens  told  the  directors  of 
the  World  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
that  staff  of  the  Africa  office  "thought 
the  action  was  within  the  purview  of  the 
directions  of  the  General  Conference  .  .  . 
If  we  are  mistaken  we  have  to 
apologize."  He  apologized  as  well  for  not 
having  forewarned  division  members  of 
the  grant. 

He  gave  the  apology  in  response  to  a 
director’s  questioning  of  the  action.  The 
Rev.  David  Seamands,  Wilmore,  Ky., 
said  he  was  disturbed  by  the  rationale  for 
the  action  —  "to  help  the  American 
people  get  a  picture  of  Zimbabwe  and  the 
situation  from  another  perspective”  —  in 
light  of  ZANU’s  commitment  to  seizing 
power  by  bullets  rather  than  through  the 
ballot,  and  UM  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa’s 
commitment  to  non-violence. 

Dr.  Bivens  said  there  has  been  “brutal 
violence  by  all  parties  without  exception 
in  this  struggle  That  is  the  nature  of 
revolution."  He  said  actions  and 
statements  of  the  mission  agency  and  the 
General  Conference  "urge  the  board  to 
assist  UMs  in  understanding  in  greater 
depth  the  nature  of  the  struggle  for 
liberation  in  southern  Africa." 

The  Africa  executive  said  the  action 
was  similar  to  assistance  given  also  to 
Bishop  Muzorewa’s  political  party 
representative  in  NY  and  earlier  to 
FRELIMO,  a  Mozambique  independence 
movement.  "We  did  not  send  the  money 
over  there  to  buy  guns,  but  if  we  are  to 
understand  the  intricacies  of  the  struggle 
I  think  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  hear 
from  persons  who  are  principals  in  the 
struggle." 

Protest  lodged 

CINCINNATI  —  A  telegram  to 
President  Carter  protesting  the  denial  of 
loan  guarantees  to  reopen  an  Ohio  steel 
plant  was  sent  April  25  by  the  National 
Division  of  the  church’s  mission  arm. 

The  loan  guarantees  —  up  to  $245 
million  —  were  to  underwrite  a  proposal 
by  the  Ecumenical  Coalition  of  the 
Mahoning  Valley  to  reopen  the 
Youngstown  Sheet  and  Tube  Company. 
The  plant  was  shut  down  in  Sept.  1977  by 
the  Lykes  Corp.  with  the  loss  of  5,000 
jobs.  The  plan  called  for  the  U.S. 
government  to  help  reopen  and 
rehabilitate  the  facility  as  a  worker- 
owned  and  operated  concern. 

The  Carter  administration  rejected  the 
proposal  March  29  as  too  large  an 


amount  for  the  loan  program. 

In  its  telegram,  signed  by  the  division 
president.  Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of  the 
Wisconsin  Area,  and  Dr.  Randolph 
Nugent  of  New  York,  division  chief 
executive,  the  division  urged  appropriate 
officials  to  find  a  way  to  underwrite  the 
proposal. 

Appeal  made  for  handicapped 

CINCINNATI  —  An  appeal  for  United 
Methodism  to  be  the  church  with  "an 
open  door”  to  the  handicapped  was 
finalized  here  by  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  arm  of  the  denomination  last 
week. 

“Handicapped"  is  defined  by  the 
agency  as  “persons  whose  disability  or 
difference  in  appearance  or  behavior 
creates  a  problem  of  mobility,  communi¬ 
cation,  intellectual  comprehension  or 
personal  relationships  which  interferes 
with  their  participation  or  that  of  their 
families  in  the  life  of  the  church." 

The  Rev.  David  Severe  of  Oklahoma 
City,  who  chairs  the  special  taskforce  on 
the  handicapped,  told  TM/UMR  he  hopes 
the  church  will  be  willing  to  take  on  this 
cause.  “The  church  can  be  in  the 
vanguard.  It  would  be  tragic  if  just  when 
the  handicapped  are  so  close  to  getting 
recognition  a  deaf  ear  were  turned  to 
them." 

Making  ends  meet 

CINCINNATI  —  Finding  new  ways  to 
live  with  increasing  budgetary  pinches 
and  still  meet  church  expectations  in 
mission  programming  is  a  task  directors 
took  on  here  during  the  April  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

"We  can’t  continue  to  follow  spiraling 
costs  and  not  release  staff."  under 
present  forms  of  management,  said 
Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt,  president  of  the 
National  Division.  The  mandate  was 
referred  to  finance,  personnel,  research 
and  development  committees  of  the 
board  for  action. 

Treasurer  Stephen  F.  Brimigion 
reported  that  while  the  denomination's 
coordinating  agency  was  recommending 
a  35  percent  shot  in  the  arm  for  general 
program  agencies,  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  approved  only  a  seven  percent 
increase  last  week  for  the  next 
quadrennium  with  increments  of  four  or 
five  percent  during  the  years  between 
1982  and  ’84. 

“There  is  no  way  to  continue  at  the 
same  level  of  program  and  staff,”  he 
said.  “With  a  fixed  base  we  are  not  able 
to-get  off  dead  center."  Whereas  today  89 
percent  of  the  agency’s  $52  to  $55  million 
annual  budget  goes  to!  program,  he 
predicted  that  by  the  end  of  1984  it  would 
be  down  to  85  percent. 


Refugee  sponsors  needed 

CINCINNATI  —  Approximately  50 
sponsoring  churches  per  month  are 
needed  to  settle  1,800  refugees  between 
May  1  and  the  end  of  1979.  according  to 
the  church’s  resettlement  office. 

Lilia  Fernandez  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  reported  to  directors  here  that 
another  60,000  refugees  have  been 
authorized  for  entry  into  the  U.S.  before 
Dec.  31.  The  additional  refugees  are 
25,000  from  the  U.S.S.R.  and  35,000  from 
Indochina.  "The  refugee  problem  shows 
no  sign  of  simply  fading  away,”  she  said. 

She  said  new  refugee  legislation  before 
Congress  —  Senate  Bill  643  —  provides  a 
new  refugee  definition  which  conforms  to 
the  United  Nations-  definition.  It  would 
increase  normal  annual  flow  to  50,000  — 
up  from  17.400.  and  provide  for  the 
President  to  raise  the  number  for 
justified  humanitarian  concerns  The 
new  act  would  also  admit  refugees  as 
lawful  permanent  residents  without  a 
two-year  conditional  period.  The 
proposed  refugee  act  is  supported  by 
Church  World  Service. 

Partnership  set 

CINCINNATI  -  A  $7  million 
partnership  with  African  Christians 
moved  another  step  toward  becoming  a 
special  program  for  United  Methodists  in 
the  next  quadrennium  last  week. 

Directors  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  —  who  adopted  the  program 
“in  principle"  last  fall  —  reaffirmed  it 
but  said  the  resources  of  the  mission 
agency  were  inadequate  to  do  the  whole 
job.  They  are  asking  the  general  church 
to  determine  how  it  wants  to  fund  this 
major  new  thrust  in  mission,  said  the 
Rev.  Forrest  Stith.  He  is  the  chairperson 
of  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Africa  which 
drafted  the  proposal  over  a  two-year 
period. 

The  mission  thrust  with  its  emphasis 
on  church  growth  and  leadership 
development  plus  a  new  style  of 
operations  will  provide  “another 
dimension”  beyond  mission  programs 
already  working  on  the  continent,  he 
said. 


homosexuality."  (2)  the  committee 
agreed  with  Ms.  Clark  in  questioning  her 
continuing  effectiveness  among  the 
constituency  after  her  public  announce¬ 
ment,  and  (3)  the  division  is  concerned 
about  its  ability  to  withstand  added 
pressures  from  critics  within  the 
organization  and  the  church. 

"We  felt  that  with  the  vicious  attacks 
and  publicity  both  the  Women’s  Division 
and  the  board  have  received,  they  could 
not  withstand  this  action,"  she  told  the 
press. 

Theressa  Hoover,  top  staff  executive 
for  the  division,  said  “another 
dimension”  was  deciding  whether  it  was 
more  important  to  have  the  division  be  in 
a  position  to  represent  strongly  a  broad 
range  of  justice  issues  —  including 
justice  for  homosexuals  —  or  make  a 
stand  on  this  one  issue  and  risk  further 
effectiveness  in  the  future. 

Subsequent  to  the  vote,  TM/UMR 
learned,  the  division  voted  to  petition  the 
General  Conference  and  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  for  a  definitive 
precise  statement  on  homosexuality  and 
“homophobia”  (the  fear  of 
homosexuals)  that  is  both  biblical  and 
prophetic  for  the  disciplinary  rules  of  the 
church. 

Resignations  given 

Also,  subsequent  to  the  decision  to  fire 
Ms  Clark,  two  young  adult  directors 
offered  their  resignations.  Richard  Cash 
of  New  York  City  resigned  and  Susan 
Wagar  of  Galesburg,  Mich,  resigned  then 
decided  later  to  remain  a  member  of  the 
division. 

In  a  hand-written  statement,  Ms.  Clark 
said,  “With  this  action  the  Women’s 
Division  has  sacrificed  its  heritage  of 
commitment  to  justice  for  short-term 
political  expediency.”  She  refused  any 
further  comment. 

Her  status  as  a  deaconness  is  subject  to 
annual  review  by  the  Committee  on 
Diaconal  Ministry  of  the  National 
Division,  according  to  Randolph  Nugent, 
chief  executive  for  the  National  Division. 
Under  current  provisions  for 
deaconnesses,  she  could  continue  without 
employment  on  leave  of  absence  for 
three  years,  unless  charges  were 
brought  against  her. 

"Nothing  like  this  has^come  up  before 
and  will  be  among  the  concerns  taken  up 
by  a  special  committee  developing 
legislation  for  diaconal  ministry,”  he 
said.  "We're  charting  new  ground.”  The 
committee  is  scheduled  to  hold  its  first 
meeting  in  late  May. 

As  one  of  nine  regional  field 
representatives.  Ms.  Clark  worked  for 
the  division  with  annual  conference  and 
district  United  Methodist  Women’s  units 
in  Arkansas,  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  New 
Mexico.  She  was  employed  by  the 
division  for  seven  years. 


The  move  to  request  her  resignation 
came  after  the  personnel  committee 
received  a  report  written  by  Ms.  Clark 
following  a  foi^r-month  leave  for 
professional  development.  In  the  report 
she  stated  for  the  first  time  publicly 
that  she  is  a  homosexual.  When  she  met 
with  the  committee  April  18  she  said  the 
announcement  was  "non-negotiable,” 
according  to  Ms.  Gray. 

Offer  withdrawn 

Following  the  division’s  first  vote  not 
to  accept  her  resignation  as  requested  by 
the  personnel  committee,  Ms.  Clark 
withdrew  her  offer.  When  the  committee 
again  requested  her  resignation  April  26, 
she  refused,  and  the  committee  had  no 
choice  but  to  recommend  termination, 
Ms.  Gray  said. 

In  between  the  two  executive  sessions 
of  the  Women’s  Division,  the  155 
directors  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  held  their  opening  plenary,  A 
motion  was  made  in  a  one  and  a  half  hour 
executive  session  to  ask  the  Women’s 
Division  to  reconsider  its  action  to  retain 
Ms.  Clark.  The  motion  was  made  by 
Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Area  and  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Don 
Benton  of  Dallas,  TM/UMR  learned. 

Bishop  Nichols  told  TM/UMR  he  made 
the  motion  because  the  issue  was  a 
critical  matter  for  the  church  and 
because  the  vote  was  so  close  with  a 
large  number  of  abstentions. 

He  said  it  was  "disappointing”  that 
people  continue  to  say  the  "Discipline”  is 
ambiguous  when  it  clearly  bolsters  civil 
rights  for  homosexuals  but  finds  their 
lifestyle  contrary  to  scripture. 

“In  my  opinion,  civil  rights  are 
fundamental  rights  for  all  citizens,  but  to 
be  a  deaconness  in  the  UMC  deputized  to 
do  a  job  of  interpretation  is  a  covenantal 
function  in  which  the  church  community 
has  the  right  to  define  the  parameters  it 
will  accept,”  the  bishop  said. 

Dr.  Benton  said  he  saw  the  action  as  a 
dangerous  constitutional  precedent 
which  appeared  to  put  the  Women’s 
Division  personnel  manual  on  a  par  with 
the  Discipline  He  also  foresaw 
problems  with  a  group  declaring  church 
law  ambiguous  and  then  seeming  to  do 
what  it  pleased. 

Bishop  D  Frederick  Wertz  of 
Charleston,  W.  Va..  board  president,  told 
TM/UMR  that  “The  timing  of  the  initial 
decision  —  in  terms  of  the  total  mission 
mandate  committed  to  the  board  —  was 
very  bad." 

Financial  repercussions  “at  every 
point  where  the  board  receives  funds” 
were  predicted  by  other  sources  before 
the  decision  was  reversed.  A  field  repre1 
sentative  of  the  agency  told  TM/UMR 
when  the  reversal  was  announced.  "We 
have  a  chance  of  survival.” 


Women’s  agency  action 
draws  fire  from  many 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Official  reactions  came  thick  and  fast 
last  week  in  the  Dallas  area  before  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  re¬ 
versed  itself  and  fired  an  avowed  lesbian 
who  worked  as  a  field  staff  representa¬ 
tive  there.  (See  related  story  elsewhere 
on  this  page. ) 

Formal  requests  that  the  division  — 
and  its  parent  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(BGM)  —  reverse  that  decision  and 
accept  deaconess  Joan  Clark’s  resig¬ 
nation  were  filed  from  a  number  of 
quarters.  At  the  same  time,  one  bishop 
charged  with  appointing  Ms.  Clark 
announced  that  he  would  refuse  to  do  so. 

Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe  said  he  would  be  unable 
to  appoint  Ms.  Clark  in  view  of  a  UMC 
position  which  "does  not  condone 
homosexuality.”  The  bishop  told 
TM/UMR  while  he  supports  the  civil 
rights  of  homosexuals,  he  saw  this 
matter  not  as  one  of  civil  rights  but  of 


Freedom  issues  on  agenda 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
CINCINNATI  —  Four  international 
human  rights  and  freedom  of  religion 
resolutions  were  adopted  here  by  the 
mission  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  during  its  spring  meeting. 

•  Addressing  the  deteriorating 
situation  and  insecurity  of  minority 
communities  in  Pakistan  was  a 
resolution  of  "concern  and  solidarity” 
with  the  Christian  community  there  TTie 
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People  in  the  news. . 

A  brother  act 

The  Higgins  brothers.  Robert  (left)  and  Brian,  led  Trinity 
UMC,  Providence,  R.I.  to  two  of  its  five  titles  recently  in  the 
ninth  annual  R.I.  Methodist  Basketball  Tournament,  largest 
church  basketball  tournament  in  New  England  with  51  teams 
representing  18  churches.  Robei  t  paced  the  senior  team  and 
Brian  the  junior  during  the  season,  which  brought  both  boys 
"outstanding  performer”  citations  in  their  church  leagues. 

She’s  come  a  long  way 

"You’ve  Come  a  Long  Way.  Baby,"  was  the  title  of  the 
sermon  the  Rev.  Charles  Kendig  of  Wesley  UMC,  Massillon. 
Ohio,  preached  recently  as  a  "Charge  to  the  Candidate"  for 
ministry.  The  candidate?  His  daughter,  the  Rev.  Ardith 
Kendig  Higgins,  who  was  ordained  in  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  ministry  at  The  Church  of  the  Lighted  Window  ( UCC), 
LaCanada,  Calif.,  where  she  serves  as  minister  of  Christian 
Education.  Ms.  Higgins  is  married  to  the  Rev.  Daryl  Higgins, 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Hacienda  Heights, 
Calif.  Mr  Higgins  was  formerly  a  deacon  in  the  UMC’s  East 
Ohio  Conference. 


statement  applauds  the  stand  taken  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in 
Pakistan  in  calling  the  attention  of  their 
government  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  minorities  guaranteed  in  the 
constitution. 

•  A  resolution  affirming  the  right  of  37 
U.S.  missionaries  in  Korea  to  appeal  to 
President  Carter  not  to  visit  Korea  in 
June  1979  because  of  the  human  rights 
implications  was  adopted. 

Patricia  Patterson,  a  World  Division 
staffperson,  was  detained  in  Seoul  and 
the  letter  she  was  hand  carrving  to  the 
President  perused  by  immigration 
authorities  Mar.  21. 

The  mission  board  urged  President 
Carter  to  identify  clearly  the  human 
rights  issue  as  a  high  priority  concern  for 
his  visit  and  to  indicate  his  plans  to  meet 
with  responsible  human  rights  leaders  in 
Korea . 

•  In  a  second  Korea  action,  the  board 
sent  a  message  of  support  to  the  Rev.  Cho 
Wha  Soon,  who  has  been  sentenced  to 
prison  for  five  years.  The  Methodist 
woman  minister  was  arrested  for  her 
leadership  of  Urban  Industrial  Mission. 

A  letter  of  concern  requesting 
information  on  Rev.  Cho’s  physical 
condition  was  also  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Justice  of  the  Republic  of  Korea. 

•  The  board  expressed  deep  concern  to 
the  government  of  India  over  the 
Freedom  of  Religion  Bill  now  under 
consideration  in  the  Indian  Parliament, 
which,  if  passed,  will  make  "conversion” 
illegal. 


church  leadership  "I  do  not  believe  a 
person  with  this  lifestyle  can  provide  the 
spiritual  and  moral  leadership  the 
church  needs,"  he  said. 

In  a  request  for  reconsideration  of  the 
decision  to  retain  Ms.  Clark  from  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  College  of 
Bishops,  its  president,  San  Antonio  Area 
Bishop  J  Chess  Lovem  said  the  College 
voted  unanimously  in  February  that  "no 
sex  deviate  would  receive  an  appoint¬ 
ment  by  any  member  of  the  College." 
Bishop  Lovern  made  the  statement 
in  a  telegram  sent  to  Bishop  D.  Fredrick 
Wertz,  BGM  president,  as  the  board 
met  April  24-28  in  Cincinnati 
immediately  following  the  Women’s 
Division  meeting  in  which  Ms.  Clark’s 
resignation  was  refused. 

Bishop  Stowe  and  the  cabinets  of  two 
annual  conferences  —  North  Texas  and 
Central  Texas  —  also  expressed  "strong 
disagreement"  with  the  Women’s 
Division  action.  The  Central  Texas 
statement  issued  April  25  requested  that 
if  the  decision  were  not  rescinded,  Ms. 
Clark  not  be  assigned  to  work  in  that 
conference. 

In  similar  actions,  the  Central  Texas 
conference  BGM  and  at  least  one  Central 
Texas  district  unit  of  United  Methodist 
Women  called  for  reconsideration  of  the 
decision.  Both  groups  backed  the  request 
of  their  bishop  and  cabinet  The  Fort 
Worth  East  District’s  message  to  the 
Women’s  Division  said,  “While  Joan  has 
provided  effective  leadership  in  the  past, 
we  feel  that  her  admitted  homosexuality 
seriously  dilutes  her  effectiveness  in  the 
district."  according  to  Mary  Harwell, 
Fort  Worth. 

Against  that  backdrop,  at  least  one 
conference  president  of  United  Methodist 
Women  said  she  accepted  the  division’s 
decision  as  "one  we  will  work  with  now.” 


Classified 


PRAYER  BENCHES  H9i  10-20  feet  long.  $150  00 
each  9-14  feet  long,  $100  00  each  2-mch  while  oak. 
finish  natural  Kneel  rail  can  be  removed  to  make 
Church  pews  Beautiful  condition  For  details  call 
Olon  Williams.  Warrenton.  Mo  63383  1 314 1456-4455 


WANTED  CHRISTIAN  WOMAN  or  couple  to  serve 
as  house  parents  at  emergency  center  for  women 
and  their  children  Salary  $350.00  per  month  plus 
room  and  board  Previous  experience  helpful  but  not 
required  Must  have  sincere  concern  for  people  and 
their  welfare  Write  P  O  Box  2033  Porterville.  Calif 


TOUR  BEAUTIFUL  SCANDINAVIA  wonders 
wrought  by  God  in  Denmark.  Sweden  Finland  and 
Norway  July  19-August  2  Contact  Tour  Time.  155 
Fenway  Road.  Columbus.  Ohio  43214  or  call  (614 ) 

7515 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
Minister  of  Education  Wide-open  program 
opportunity  Metropolitan  Area  church  of  1100 
members  Salary  and  housing  negotiable  at  your 
present  salary  level  Contact  J  Vance  East  ridge. ' 
Dayton  Blvd  .  Chattanooga.  Tenn  37415. 
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THE  IMTKD  METHODIST  KEPOHTEH 


Zimbabwe  future  tense 

UM  bishop  launches  ‘struggle  for  peace’ 


UMTALI.  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  —  Supporters  of  various 
political  parties  demonstrate  in  support  of  their  candidates 


outside  a  polling  place  here.  Those  holding  “Be  a  Winner" 
signs  support  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa. 

TM/L'MR  PHOTO  BY  BI  D  HERRON 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

SALISBURY,  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia— 
"The  struggle  for  majority  rule  and  free 
elections  has  ended  and  the  struggle  for 
peace  in  a  free  society  has  begun."  said 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  moments  after  the  political 
party  he  heads  swept  to  victory  here, 
assuring  that  he  will  become  the  first 
black  prime  minister  of  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia 

"This  has  been  a  struggle  which  began 
in  the  church."  he  told  TM/UMR.  "The 
business  of  liberating  an  oppressed 
people  must  be  God’s  work.  When  people 
become  free  in  Jesus  Christ,  they  never 
again  will  allow  themselves  to  be 
degraded  by  their  fellow  men.” 

Bishop  Muzorewa  admits  that  the  road 
ahead  will  not  be  an  easy  one.  With  his 
usual  honesty  and  straight-forwardness 
—  which  has  endeared  him  to  the  masses 
but  sometimes  caused  political  advisers 
to  shudder  —  he  even  admits  he  is 
nervous  and  a  bit  overwhelmed  by  the 
task  that  lies  ahead  of  him.  And  no 
observer  could  realistically  deny  the 
problems  are  formidable: 

•  War  —  First,  his  fledgling  United 
African  National  Council  party  (UANC) 
comes  to  power  in  the  midst  of  war. 
Fighting  between  two  guerrilla  factions 
and  government  forces  continues  daily 
with  an  average  of  50  persons  a  day  dying 


At  wartorn  guerrilla  outpost 

War  fails  to  stop  medical  missionaries 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NYADIRI,  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  — 
There  are  two  ways  to  reach  the  United 
Methodist  mission  hospital  here  from 
Salisbury:  You  can  travel  80  miles  over 
dirt  roads  dotted  with  landmines,  or  you 
can  come  by  air  and  pray  a  surface-to-air 
missile  doesn't  pluck  your  tiny  mission 
plane  out  of  the  sky. 

Once  you’re  here,  there  are  two  ways 
you  can  carry  on  medical  work:  with  the 
permission  of  the  guerrillas,  or  not  at  all 
Every  day.  Dr.  Marvin  Piburn  and  his 
nurse  wife,  Carolyn,  face  those  realities. 
But  every  day  they  come  back  to  Nyadiri 
United  Methodist  Hospital. 

“I’m  not  particularly  a  brave  man," 
Dr.  Piburn  protests  when  asked  by 
TM/UMR  to  explain  why  he  and  his  wife 
risk  their  lives  to  carry  on  their  work 
here.  “It’s  a  carefully  calculated  risk. 
You  have  to  weigh  the  risks  we  face 
coming  here  against  the  lives  that  would 
be  lost  if  we  didn't." 

Only  24  hours  earlier,  the  "risk"  had 
meant  being  caught  in  a  crossfire 
between  guerrillas  and  government 
troops.  The  government  "security  force” 
soldiers,  led  by  an  Australian 
mercenary,  had  set  up  camp  on  the 
mission  grounds  early  in  the  morning. 
Dr.  Piburn  protested  their  presence, 
saying  they  were  likely  to  provoke  a 
guerrilla  attack  and  turn  the  hospital 
grounds  into  a  battlefield,  but  the  forces 
refused  to  leave. 

About  8:30  p.m.  the  fighting  began  with 
the  sound  of  automatic  weapons  fire 
Many  hospital  staff  members,  student 
nurses  and  patients  had  already  fled  the 
mission.  Dr.  Piburn  and  the  hospital 
administrator  took  refuge  in  the  doctor’s 
office. 


For  30  minutes  the  fighting  raged.  At 
one  point  a  mortar  shell  hit  a  tree  in  the 
hospital  yard  only  a  few  feet  from  the 
doctor’s  office. 

"If  it  hadn't  hit  the  tree,  it  would  have 
come  in  the  window  and  ended  up  in  our 
laps."  Dr.  Piburn  said  "As  it  was,  the 
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Marvin  and  Carolyn  Piburn 


building  took  quite  a  bit  of  shrapnel 
damage.  When  the  rains  come  this  place 
is  going  to  leak  like  a  sieve." 

But  only  a  few  hours  earlier  Dr  Piburn 
had  come  face  to  face  with  the  other  side 
of  his  "risk  equation.”  A  pregnant 
woman  had  walked  ten  miles  to  the 
hospital  to  give  birth.  With  Dr.  Piburn’s 
help  she  delivered  triplets  —  three  girls 
It  had  been  a  difficult  and  dangerous 
“placenta  previous”  delivery.  Had  the 
doctor  not  been  there  it  is  likely  that  all 
three  babies  as  well  as  the  mother  would 
have  died 

After  giving  birth  to  the  three  healthy 
babies  the  mother  smiled  at  Dr.  Piburn 
and  said:  "This  is  a  good  sign  from  God 
I  have  three  baby  girls.  I  have  given  life 
to  no  soldiers." 

Dr.  Piburn  explains  that  the  mission 
hospital  is  caught  in  the  middle  of  the 
war  just  like  the  people 

“I  don't  take  sides  in  the  conflict,”  Dr. 
Piburn  says.  "I  treat  people  who  need 
treatment  and  I  don't  ask  them  what 


their  politics  are  before  I  help  them.  But 
it’s  a  tightrope  walk.  To  appear  to  be 
leaning  toward  either  side  in  the  conflict 
would  be  a  fatal  mistake." 

The  hospital  is  only  in  operation 
because  the  guerrillas  loyal  to  "Patriotic 
Front”  leader  Robert  Mugabe  —  who 
rule  the  area,  particularly  at  night  —  see 
value  in  it  and  so  far  believe  the  doctor 
serves  the  people  in  the  area  rather  than 
the  government. 

Dr  Piburn,  a  57-year-old  veteran  of  25 
years  in  Africa  and  a  three-year  stint  as 
a  medical  missionary  in  Vietnam  during 
the  war  there,  has  no  naive  notions  about 
the  predictability  of  war  or  the 
precarious  position  in  which  he  and  his 
wife  find  themselves. 

"There  may  come  a  time  when  it  is  so 
dangerous  to  come  up  here  that  we  may 
have  to  reconsider,"  he  says.  "Until  that 
day  comes,  we  plan  to  carry  on  with  our 
work.  Just  as  with  everything  else  in  life, 
it’s  a  matter  of  alternatives.  What  else 
can  we  do?" 


Though  buildings  are  closed 

Church  still  alive  in  Umtali 


HAWAII  LOA  COLLEGE 


Small,  four-year,  liberal  arts 
college  in  multi-cultural  setting 

Independent,  ecumenical,  and 
non-sectarian 

Special  Programs:  Ocean  Studies, 
Asian  Studies,  Pre-law,  Pre- 
medicine,  Pre-theology,  Busi¬ 
ness 

Fully  Accredited 

Campus  housing  &  Financial  Aid 
available 


Call  (808)  235-3641  or  write: 

HAWAII  LOA  COLLEGE 
Office  of  Admissions 
45-045  Kamehameha  Hwy. 
Kaneohe,  Oahu.  HI  96744 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

UMTALI,  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  — 
Except  for  those  in  the  city  itself,  all 
United  Methodist  churches  in  this 
mountainous  area  of  eastern  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  are  closed. 

They  are  closed  by  order  of  the  forces 
of  guerrilla  leader  Robert  Mugabe,  who 
operates  his  insurgent  army  from 
Mozambique,  scarcely  five  miles  away 
from  the  front  steps  of  the  historic 
mission  church  founded  by  Methodist 
missionaries  half  a  century  ago. 

In  most  areas  of  the  UMC’s  Umtali 
South  District  it  has  been  months  since  a 
worship  service  has  been  held  inside  a 
church  building.  Yet.  the  church  lives 
here 

"Let  the  world  know  the  church  here  is 
not  dead.”  says  the  Rev  Alfred 
Katsande,  a  minister  in  the  district.  "We 
have  only  gone  underground.  Our  church 
buildings  may  stand  empty,  but  the 
church  goes  on.  Our  faith  is  not  shaken." 

In  the  face  of  killings,  beatings  and 
constant  harrassment,  the  church  does 
indeed  go  on  here;  sometimes  in  open 
defiance  of  guerrilla  threats,  more  often 
behind  the  closed  doors  of  individual 
homes 

"I  have  never  prayed  so  much  as  I 
have  since  they  closed  the  church.”  one 
elderly  woman  told  TM/UMR.  "They 
thought  that  by  closing  the  buildings  they 
could  end  our  faith,  but  all  they  have 
done  is  make  God  more  precious  than 
ever  to  us  —  make  us  hold  on  tighter  to 
Jesus." 

The  persecution  of  Christians  by 
guerrilla  forces  is  a  daily  occurrence 
here.  Often  Christians  have  been  lined  up 
and  ordered  to  chant  slogans  of  praise  to 


Scarritt 

College  Nashville,  Tennessee 
Announces 
Six  Presidential  Merit 
Scholarships 
for  the  1979-80 
Academic  Year 

Full  tuition  scholarships  will  be 
awarded  to  undergraduate  and  grad¬ 
uate  students  interested  in  prepar¬ 
ing  for  careers  in: 

Christian  Education 
Church  and  Community 
Church  Music  Education 
Evangelism 

Applications  must  be  received  by 
July  1,  1979.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  contact : 

Office  of  Financial  Aid 
Scarritt  College 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 
1-800-251-2554 
(toll  free  number) 
1-615-327-2700,  ext.  521 
(Tennessee  residents  only) 


Robert  Mugabe  or  have  been  forced  to 
take  long,  all-night  indoctrination  walks 
through  the  hills  —  returning  to  their 
villages  in  the  morning  without  sleep  to 
begin  the  work  of  the  day.  Prayer 
meetings  have  been  broken  up  and 
United  Methodists  have  been  accused  of 
worshipping  their  bishop,  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa,  who  heads  a  political  party 
opposed  to  the  Mugabe  faction. 

Not  everyone  has  stood  strong  in  the 
face  of  such  pressure. 

“The  sheep  have  been  separated  from 
the  goats."  one  pastor  told  TM/UMR. 
But  for  every  person  who  has  denounced 
his  or  her  faith  under  the  intimidation  of 
the  guerrillas,  another  has  stood 
unwavering  in  the  face  of  terrorism  and 
death. 

There  are  stories  of  “victory” 
everywhere. 

One  old  woman  stood  before  the 
taunting  guerrillas  who  invaded  a  church 
service  and  refused  to  back  down. 

“Down  with  Muzorewa  Down  with 
God,”  she  was  ordered  at  gunpoint  to 
shout.  The  old  woman  looked  into  the 
eyes  of  the  guerrilla  and  replied:  "I  will 
not  speak  against  God.  After  you  and  I 
are  each  dead.  God  will  live  all  the 
same.”  Impressed  by  her  courage,  the 
soldier  turned  and  walked  away. 

Not  so  fortunate  was  the  Rev.  John 
Jijita.  Guerrillas  came  to  his  house  in  the 
night  four  weeks  ago  and  forced  him  to 
go  with  them.  His  body  was  found,  along 
with  several  others,  in  a  small  pond.  His 
corpse  remains  in  the  pond  today,  under 
orders  from  the  guerrillas  that  it  may  not 
be  buried. 

But  in  spite  of  the  bloodshed  and  the 
oppression,  the  people  here  somehow 
manage  to  hang  on  to  hope 

"The  church  here  is  like  a  gum  tree." 
they  say.  "You  can  cut  it  down  level  with 
the  ground,  but  when  the  rains  come  the 
roots  will  bring  forth  another  tree." 

While  the  guerrilla  forces  are  the  most 
recent  oppressor,  they  are  not  the  only 
one  the  church  people  face.  Government 
security  forces  also  have  played  a  large 
role  in  the  terrorism,  slaughtering  entire 
villages  just  because  the  people  have 
been  suspected  of  feeding  guerrillas. 

"The  security  forces  told  me  to  leave 
my  village  and  go  live  in  a  ‘keep’  (a 
government  protected  village),"  one 
United  Methodist  layman  in  a  refugee 
camp  told  TM/UMR.  "Then  the 
guerrillas  told  me  to  return  to  my  home 
in  the  tribal  trust  land.  Both  said  they 
would  kill  me  if  I  didn't  follow  their 
orders.  To  make  sure  I  obeyed,  the 
security  forces  burned  my  home  and  the 
guerrillas  burned  the  ‘keep  '  Where  can  I 
go  now'5'' 

Early  in  the  conflict  —  up  until  about 
six  months  ago  —  most  United 
Methodists  said  they  leu  u»e  guerrillas 
were  the  lesser  of  two  evils.  Many  of 
their  sons  even  went  off  to  join  the 


the  ether  school  system 

A  television  series  for  volunteer  teachers 
hosted  by  Art  linkletter  and  Jane  Joyroe 
Now  available  on  one-half  inch  VHS 
videocassettes  for  teacher  training 

$595.00 

Twelve  30-minute  VHS 
videocassettes 


Twelve  videocassettes  and  one 
Panasonic  (model  PV-1100)  four- 
hour  home  videocassette  recorder 
$1495 


P  O  Box  990 
Dallas,  Tx.  75221 


in  the  struggle. 

•  Disunity  —  Second,  he  faces  the 
challenge  of  building  unity  among  the 
various  "intemal"  parties  which  have 
joined  him  in  the  new  attempt  at 
majority  rule,  but  still  are  divided  by 
political  squabbles  and  tribalism. 

•  Racialism  —  Third,  although  racial 
discrimination  in  principle  has  been 
outlawed  by  the  nation’s  new 
Constitution,  equality  is  yet  to  prove 
itself  and  animosity  and  suspicion 
between  whites  and  blacks  remains. 

•  Inexperience  —  Fourth,  the  bishop, 
as  well  as  72  elected  black 
representatives  to  Parliament,  are 
untested  in  their  ability  to  lead  the 
nation. 

•  Recognition  —  Fifth,  his  government 
comes  to  power  amid  great  international 
misgivings  and  little  initial  support  from 
the  international  community.  Suspected 
of  being  the  "puppets"  of  white 
Rhodesians,  his  government  faces  the 
task  of  having  to  prove  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  that  it  is  legitimate  and  free. 

•  Economics  —  Sixth,  battered  by 
years  of  economic  "sanctions”  which 
have  curtailed  trade  with  the  outside 
world,  his  government  inherits  a  shaky 
economic  base  from  which  to  carry  on  its 
work  Even  if  the  new  government 
passes  the  inspection  of  the  world,  gains 
recognition,  and  the  economic  sanctions 
are  lifted,  the  quest  for  economic  growth 
will  be  a  slow  one,  nearly  everyone 
agrees. 

Sitting  in  a  lawn  chair  in  the  courtyard 
of  his  home  in  a  Salisbury  suburb  — 
surrounded  by  a  ten-foot  high  security 
wall  and  protected  by  a  force  of  machine- 
gun  equipped  guards  and  personal  aides 


—  he  reflected  on  his  ten-year  rise  from 
poverty-stricken  pastor  to  prime 
minister. 

"I  did  not  go  into  politics  as  a  matter  of 
personal  pleasure  or  because  I  was 
looking  for  something  to  do,"  he  told 
TM/UMR.  "When  the  people  asked  me  to 
lead  them  I  was  hesitant.  It  took  me  three 
days  of  thought  and  prayer  before  I 
agreed.  It  was  not  an  easy  decision." 

He  sees  his  task  as  prime  minister  as  a 
holy  one  —  a  task  God  chose  him  to  carry 
out  for  his  people. 

“The  job  of  running  the  government  is 
not  outside  God’s  field,  as  I  see  it.”  he 
says.  "Being  a  Christian  and  being  a 
prime  minister  is  all  the  same  task  for  a 
person  who  believes. " 

Nearly  no  one  close  to  the  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  political  situation  seems  to 
question  the  bishop’s  commitment  to  his 
people  or  his  deep  belief  in  the  integrity 
of  what  he  is  doing.  Some  privately 
question,  however,  whether  "a  pastor 
like  the  bishop”  is  capable  of  being 
"tough  enough  to  get  done  what  needs  to 
be  done." 

Can  he  make  progress  toward  equality 
and  freedom  from  the  base  of  a 
Constitution  which  most  blacks  agree  is 
"far  from  fair  to  blacks”  as  it  now 
stands?  Can  he  make  the  "hard 
decisions"  necessary  to  unite  his  war- 
weary  country?  Can  he  maintain  his 
popular  support  while  by  necessity 
having  to  work  so  closely  with  former 
white  rulers  so  hated  by  many  blacks? 

Bishop  Muzorewa  believes  he  can. 

And  with  the  lives  of  nearly  seven 
million  Zimbabwe  Rhodesians  hanging 
in  the  balance,  the  people  here  pray  he  is 
right. 


Anger,  hurt  expressed 
at  mission  board  actions 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/UMR  As¬ 
sociate  Editor  Bud  Herron  recently 
returned  from  eight  days  in 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  where  he 
covered  the  general  elections  in 
which  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel 
T.  Muzorewa  was  elected  prime 
minister.  Some  of  his  reports  appear 
on  this  page.  Additional  articles  will 
run  in  future  issues  of  this  news¬ 
paper. 


guerrillas  as  the  only  way  to  fight  the 
terrorism  of  the  government  forces. 

As  the  elections  have  approached, 
however,  the  terrorism  of  the 
government  has  decreased,  according  to 
most  persons,  and  the  terrorism  of  the 
guerrillas  has  increased  as  the  guerrillas 
have  tried  to  discourage  people  from 
voting. 

"Now  I  have  two  sons  ‘in  the  bush’  with 
the  guerrillas,”  one  UM  pastor  pointed 
out.  "My  sons  believe  they  are  fighting 
for  freedom.  And  at  one  time  I  thought 
this  was  true.  Now  I  wish  they  would 
come  home,  but  I’m  helpless  to  make  it 
so." 

Even  if  the  sons  do  begin  to  come 
home,  everyone  admits  there  are 
troubled  times  ahead  for  the  church  in 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  and  particularly 
the  Umtali  South  District. 

There  are  fears  that  having  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  as  prime  minister  of 
the  nation  will  cause  the  enemies  of  the 
bishop  to  take  out  their  wrath  on  xthe 
church  even  more  than  they  have  done  in 
the  past. 

“We  are  in  a  time  of  great 
uncertainty."  the  pastors  say.  "If  the 
war  ends,  the  church  will  have  to 
somehow  serve  as  an  instrument  of 
healing  for  all  the  wounds  we  have 
suffered.  No  matter  what,  the  task  will 
not  be  easy.  Please  pray  for  us. " 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SALISBURY,  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  — 
"What  kind  of  game  are  they  trying  to 
play  in  New  York?” 

That  question  seems  to  pop  up  in  about 
every  conversation  an  American  United 
Methodist  has  with  church  leaders  here 
these  days.  The  question  is  sometimes 
asked  with  anger,  sometimes  with  hurt, 
but  almost  always  with  real  perplexity. 

It  concerns  the  majority  perception 
here  of  several  actions  and  statements 
by  agencies  and  individuals  of  American 
United  Methodism  toward  the  conflict  in 
this  country.  Usually  singled  out  for 
comment  are:  (1)  statements  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
board’s  Women’s  Division  last  fall  in 
opposition  to  the  “intemal  settlement" 
and  the  interim  government  established 
with  the  cooperation  of  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa,  and  (2)  the  $4,000  grant  of 
BGM’s  World  Division  staff  to  establish 
an  information  office  in  New  York  for  the 
Robert  Mugabe  wing  of  the  "Patriotic 
Front." 

"We  just  can’t  understand  why  the 
American  church  sides  with  our 
enemies,"  says  Alec  Chiganguza. 
education  secretary  of  the  annual 
conference.  "It  makes  no  sense  to  us. 
They  take  the  word  of  (‘Patriotic  Front’ 
leaders)  Mugabe  and  Nkomo  over  ours. 
Doesn’t  it  seem  strange  to  you  that  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  American 
church  would  support  people  who  want  to 
close  our  churches?” 

Mr.  Chibanguza  says  the  situation  has 
been  particularly  "ironic”  in  relation  to 
the  United  Methodist  mission  school  at 
Mrewa.  where  he  serves  as  headmaster. 

"We  applied  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  funds  for  scholarships  for 
our  students  and  were  turned  down,”  he 
says.  "We  were  told  there  are  no  funds 
available.  Then  we  found  out  that  the 
board  has  given  $4,000  to  Mugabe’s 
terrorists.  Then  Mugabe's  guerrillas 
come  and  close  down  our  school.  It 
appears  to  us  that  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  closed  our  school.  " 

During  a  recent  meeting  of  conference 
ministers  here  —  including  three  of 
four  district  superintendents,  the 
conversation  turned  to  the  attitude  of  the 
American  board  toward  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  and  the  leaders  unanimously 


protested  what  they  see  as  the  American 
viewpoint  on  their  political  situation. 

"What  do  we  have  to  do  to  gain  the 
support  of  the  American  church?"  asked 
Silas  Kadenga,  district  treasurer  of  the 
Salisbury-Bulawayo  District.  “I  must 
speak  honestly  and  ask  whether  these 
Americans  are  simply  ignorant  of  what 
is  going  on  here  or  they  have  some 
hidden  reasons  for  acting  as  they  do. 

"The  people  who  have  come  out  here 
from  New  York  (the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries)  seem  always  to  have  their 
minds  made  up  before  they  get  here 
about  what  is  ‘right’  for  us.  It  seems 
impossible  to  change  their  minds  with 
facts.  They  keep  saying  we 
Zimb^bvy^ans  don’t  understand  the 
situation.  Well,  we  live  in  the  situation. 
How  much  more  can  you  understand 
than  that?” 

Several  conference  leaders  decried 
what  they  called  a  “new  paternalism” 
from  American  liberals. 

"There  are  Americans  —  among  them 
are  most  American  blacks  —  who  buy  the 
Andrew  Young  (American  ambassador 
to  the  United  Nations)  line  on  Africa 
without  question,”  another  pastor  said. 
“(Robert)  Mugabe  and  (Joshua)  Nkomo 
(of  the  ‘Patriotic  Front’)  tell  the  ‘Front 
Line  States’  what  to  believe.  The  ‘Front 
Line  States'  tell  the  Organization  for 
African  Unity,  which  tells  the  United 
Nations,  which  tells  Andrew  Young,  That 
way  everyone  gets  the  same  false  idea 
from  Mugabe  and  Nkomo." 

Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  during  a 
press  conference,  charged  that  Mr. 
Young  and  "other  American  blacks"  like 
to  believe  the  situation  in  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  is  similar  to  the  civil  rights 
struggles  in  America  during  the  1960’s. 
He  said  such  a  viewpoint  is  "narrow.” 

"American  blacks  seem  to  want  to  use 
us  to  get  back  at  the  whites  for  what 
happened  to  them,"  he  charged.  "We 
won’t  play  their  game.  White  Rhodesians 
have  been  a  part  of  this  country  for  three 
generations.  They  are  not  guests  here. 
This  is  their  home. 

“During  the  civil  rights  years  in  the 
United  States,  whites  used  to  say: 
‘Nigger,  go  back  to  Africa  ’  That  made 
no  sense.  It  also  makes  no  sense  for  us  to 
say:  ‘White,  go  back  to  England.’  " 


Is  private,  church-related  higher 
education  in  need  of  your  help? 

National  Methodist 
Foundation 


Obviously,  private  or  independent  Colleges  and  Universities  and.  especially 
those  which  are  church  related,  are  feeling  the  financial  pinch. 

The  National  Methodist  Foundation  was  created' by  an  act  of  General  Conference 
to  be  of  financial  assistance  to  the  106  Colleges  and  Universities  related  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Related  to  the  church’s  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  the  National  Methodist  Foundation  has  a  12-member  board  of 
trustees  and  a  100-member  President  s  Council  —  A  charter  organization  of 
United  Methodist  folks  from  throughout  the  nation. 

If  you  are  planning  or  considering  a  financial  gift  to  Christian  Higher 
Education,  please  remember  NMF  is  a  public  foundation  with  charitable  rights 
which  allows  a  tax  deduction  for  your  philanthropy.  NMF  can  assist  you  in 
preparing  your  will,  writing  a  charitable  trust,  or  annuity.  You  may  wish  to 
use  your  name  and  designate  your  gift  to  a  particular  institution  or  school 
related  to  the  church.  NMF  will  be  pleased  to  assist  you  and  your  legal  advisor. 

For  further  information  please  write  or  call: 

The  Reverend  Jack  <  Phillips.  President 
Nationiil  Methodist  V uundutlnn 
loot  10th  Avenue.  South 
Nushv  ille.  Tennessee  :I72IIZ 
Phone  RI3-327-Z700 
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Bible-A-Thon  is  popular  youth  project 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  article  first 
appeared  in  the  East  Ohio  Conference 
paper.  Since  it  tells  of  an  innovative  way 
for  United  Melthodist  Youth  to  raise 
money,  we  thought  Louisiana  youths 
would  enjoy  hearing  about  it. 

By  PAUL  C.  MELVIN 

It’s  5  p.m.  Friday.  Fifteen  eager  young 
people  and  their  seven  adult  advisors 
plus  members  of  the  congregation  watch 
as  the  first  reader  begins  the  first 
chapter  of  St.  Matthew  .  .  .  and  the 
Second  Annual  Trinity  UMC  (in  Ohio), 
Youngstown  Bible-A-Thon  is  underway. 
For  the  next  48  continuous  hours  the 
young  people  read  in  half  hour  shifts  all 
through  the  New  Testament  and  then 

Victims 
of  disaster 
need  aid 

In  response  to  an  unprecedented  num¬ 
ber  of  disasters  in  several  neighboring 
states  in  recent  days,  two  United  Method¬ 
ist  councils  have  authorized  a  “Church- 
wide  Appeal’’  for  $1  million,  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  a  letter  to  all  pastors  April  20. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  and  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
authorized  the  fund  appeal  to  assist  in  the 
relief  and  rehabilitation  required  in  the 
aftermath  of  recent  tragedies.  Both 
councils  acted  at  the  request  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

In  the  first  two  weeks  of  April,  there 
were  tornadoes  in  Texas,  Oklahoma  and 
Arkansas;  floods  in  Mississippi;  a  volcano 
eruption  in  the  Caribbean;  a  major  earth¬ 
quake  in  Yugoslavia  and  Albania;  and 
famine  among  Ugandan  refugees  in 
Kenya. 

Individuals  and  congregations  who 
wish  to  respond  may  mark  their  gifts 
“Churchwide  Disaster  Appeal  982365-2“ 
to  be  used  Where  most  needed.  Or,  if 
they  prefer,  they  may  designate  gifts 
specifically  i  for  one  or  more  of  the  dis¬ 
asters. 

Funds  should  be  sent  immediately  to 
Conference  Treasurer  to  be  forwarded 
to  UMCOR  as  Advance  Specials. 

The  amounts  being  asked  of  United 
Methodists  are  $400,000  for  the  tornadoes 
in  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  other  states; 
$400,000  for  floods  in  Mississippi,  Ala¬ 
bama  and  elsewhere;  $50,000  for  volcano 
victims  on  St.  Vincent  Island  in  the 
Caribbean;  $70,000  for  the  earthquake  in 
Yugoslavia;  and  $80,000  for  famine  relief 
of  Ugandan  refugees  in  Kenya. 


begin  reading  the  Old  Testament  starting 
with  Genesis. 

Parents  and  counselors  provide 
support  by  cooking  meals,  waking 
readers  up  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
when  it  is  their  turn  to  read,  provide 
lozenges  for  aching  throats  and  vocal 
chords.  The  reading  is  taking  place 
in  Epworth  Chapel,  known  as  the  Youth 
Chapel.  Later,  on  Sunday  morning,  it  will 
move  to  The  Chapel  of  Friendly  Bells. 
Those  not  reading  attend  Church  and 
Sunday  School. 

All  through  the  days  and  nights, 
parents,  friends  and  relatives  quietly 
enter  the  chapel,  slip  into  a  pew  and 
listen  as  the  young  people  read  God's 
Word.  Voices  grow  weary,  eyes  droop, 
bodies  slump  as  the  continuous  reading 
proceeds.  But,  spirits  are  high  because 
these  young  people  are  motivated  to 
growing  awareness  in  their  church,  in 
their  MYF,  and  in  the  need  to  fight  world 
hunger. 

Downstairs,  in  the  “ladies  parlor” 
sleeping  bags  sprawl  on  the  carpet.  This 
is  the  Girl’s  Dorm.  Across  the  hall 


guitars  are  strumming  as  those  who  are 
“off  duty”  relax  by  singing  and  listening 
to  songs. 

In  the  room  beyond,  the  “Boys  Dorm" 
has  the  same  sleeping  bag  appearance  as 
we  see  in  the  parlor.  Across  from  the 
"activity  room’’  is  Brown  Hall,  a  small 
dining  room  where  the  group  eats  their 
meals  served  out  of  a  nearby  kitchen. 
Paper  plates  and  plastic  cups  are  the 
order  of  the  day.  This  is  truly  a  "live  in” 
event.  Boys  with  paper  routes  leave  to 
deliver  their  papers  and  return  to  read 
and  spend  as  much  time  as  possible  with 
the  group. 

Now  it’s  countdown  time  5  p.m. 
Sunday.  April  1,  Cathy  Fithian.  the 
group’s  president  steps  to  the  lecturn  and 
finishes  reading  midway  through  the  Old 
Testament.  The  tired,  but  elated  group 
erupts  in  a  cheer  and  hugging,  and 
jumping  .  .  proud  that  they  have,  in 

their  own  way,  contributed  significantly 
to  the  life  of  their  church  and  the 
outreach  of  God's  Kingdom 

Last  year  at  the  first  Bible-A-Thon  they 


raised  $1,059.  This  year,  when  all  the 
pledges  are  counted  it  is  expected  to 
exceed  the  $1,000  mark  by  an  even 
greater  figure.  In  two  years  well  over 
$2,000  has  been  raised  by  these  energetic 
young  people  for  use  in  their  local  church 
for  their  own  programs  (50  percent)  and 
the  other  half  for  World  Hunger  and  the 
Youth  Service  Fund  for  Youth  Missions. 

A  “victory  song"  to  the  tune  “Put  On  A 
Happy  Face”  is  sung  for  the  people  who 
have  come  to  see  the  final  moments  of 
the  Bible-A-Thon.  Special  "Certificates 
of  Participation"  are  handed  out  to  the 
tired  but  happy  group 

Then,  it’s  pack  up  and  clean  up  time 
because  all  the  rooms  they  have  been 
using  must  be  ready  for  use  Monday 
morning.  The  2nd  Annual  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church.  Youngstown’s  Bible- 
A-Thon  has  come  to  an  end,  and  already 
plans  are  underway  for  next  year 

Mr  Melvin,  a  member  of  Trinity 
Church  in  Ohio,  is  a  certified  lav  speaker, 
member  of  the  Administrative  Board, 
and  strong  supporter  of  the  youth  group. 


Indian  2nd  grader 


has  “Slidell  Mothers” 


By  THELMA  BRETT 

Slidell  —  Uma  Rani  Durgiah  is  a 
second  grader  in  the  Mary  A.  Knotts’ 
Hostel  in  Andhra  Pradesh,  India  ;  she 
has  32  surrogate  “mothers”  in  Slidell! 
These  ladies  are  members  of  the 
Georgia  Bousquet  Circle  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Their  adoption  of  Uma  Rani  is 
another  example  of  their  many 
endeavors  dedicated  to  serving 
persons  of  all  ages  in  any  part  of  the 
'world.  The  Georgia  Bousquet  Circle 
has  a  long  and  enviable  history  of 
outstanding  contributions  to  church, 
community,  and  service-oriented 
projects.  The  sponsorship  of  the 
Indian  girl  started  this  vear. 

A  bright  nine-year-old,  Uma  Rani 
was  born  in  Hyderabad,  a  metro¬ 
politan  community  in  India.  She  is 
one  of  four  children,  and  her  home 
is  shared,  also,  with  two  aging 
grandparents.  Her  father,  an 
employee  of  the  postal  service, 
suffers  many  hardships  striving  to 
support  his  family  of  six,  and  the 
grandparents,  on  his  meager  income. 


Realizing  that  the  little  girl  needed 
schooling,  the  parents  worked  with 
the  local  pastor  in  securing  a  place  for 
her  in  the  Mary  A.  Knotts'  Hostel. 
Miss  Hemalatha  Samuel,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  school,  readily  accept¬ 
ed  the  young  student.  Uma  Rani  is 
learning  rapidly,  and  is  responding 
to  her  new  surroundings.  A  regular 
program  of  classroom  work,  recre- 
ation  and  worship  fill  her  time. 


Uma  Rani  Durgiah 


The  school  presently  cares  for  305 
youth.  In  addition  to  the  educational 
and  religious  training,  emphasis  is 
also  placed  on  well-balanced  diet.  A 
high  percentage  of  the  young  people 
trained  in  this  environment  go  on  to 
achieve  in  successful  careers. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Levy,  a  member  of 
the  Georgia  Bousquet  Circle, 
indicates  that  the  group  is  “so  proud 
of  their  little  girl,  they  want  everyone 
to  know  about  her.” 

Mrs.  Hazel  Riley  is  Circle 
Chairman;  Mrs.  Helen  Martin  is 
correspondent  and  treasurer;  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Clare  Parker  is  secretary. 
The  circle  meets  regularly  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  each  month. 
Their  current  project  of  sponsoring 
the  young  Indian  girl  through  their 
gifts  is  another  milestone  in  their  long 
history  of  Christian  service. 

(Mrs.  Brett  is  a  member  of  First 
UMC  in  Slidell.  She  is  editor  of  the 
Conference  UMW  Newsletter  and  is  a 
former  news  editor  of  the  “Louisiana 
United  Methodist ”  Newspaper. ) 


In  memoriam 

FALISHEEK  —  Retired  minister  Rev 
Kenneth  K.  Carithers  died  April  26 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  Slidell. 

Honoring  retired 
ministers 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  speak 
at  the  Board  of  Pensions  luncheon  on 
May  31,  Wednesday,  at  12:30  p.m.  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport  to  honor 
retired  ministers  and  their  spouses.  At 
this  time,  new  retirees  will  be 
introduced.  For  resen'ations  notify  the 
Conference  Pension  Office.  P.O.  Box 
4303,  Shreveport.  La.  71104. 


Around  the  Conference 


Selling  Conference 
minutes,  disciplines 

SHREVEPORT  —  Centenary  College 
has  cleaned  out  its  library  and  attic  and 
discovered  a  number  of  Louisiana 
Conference  minutes  dating  to  1930  and 
Methodist  disciplines.  Also  discovered 
were  some  General  Conference  minutes 
dating  to  the  30’s  and  40’s.  These 
materials  are  for  sale  at  reasonable 
prices.  If  you  are  interested  contact  Rev 
Bentley  Sloan  or  the  librarian  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College. 

Press  award 

MOSCOW,  IDAHO  -  Claire  Gold¬ 
smith,  Baton  Rouge,  who  has  writ¬ 


ten  several  articles  for  the  “Louisiana 
United  Methodist”  has  won  two,  third 
place  awards  in  the  State  Communi¬ 
cations  Contest  of  the  Idaho  Press 
Women’s  Association. 

A  42-year  member  of  the  National 
Press  Women  and  a  founder  of  the  Idaho 
unit,  she  keeps  her  membership  in  that 
state 

Ms  Goldsmith  received  third  place  in 
editorial  competition  for  an  entry.  “Gift 
of  Speech."  and  third  in  feature  story  for 
her  writing  on  the  subject.  “Sunday  in 
1890’s.”  Both  appeared  in  the  "Louisiana 
United  Methodist.” 

The  awards  were  presented  during  the 
state  convention  of  the  Idaho  Press 
Women’s  Association  in  Moscow.  Idaho. 
April  20-21. 

She  is  a  member  of  Broadmoor  UMC. 


Dedication  planned 


LAFAYETTE  —  Mallalieu  UMC  will 
celebrate  dedication  services  for  its 
church  on  May  13  at  2  p.m  The  church 
was  built  in  1965  and  the  mortgage  was 
closed  in  March.  Rev  E  D  Smith  is 
pastor 


Mrs.  Lucille  Jacocks 


Salute  to  a  Mom 


On  Mothers'  Day  this  Sunday  there 
are  thousands  of  ’Moms’  who  deserve 
special  recognition  in  our  Conference. 
In  honor  of  all  of  them  we  salute  in  this 
issue  Mrs.  Lucille  Jacocks  of  Zachary 
UMC.  A  friend  and  fellow  church 
member  says  of  Mrs.  Jacocks.  "When  I 
see  her  partially  crippled,  still  going 
strong  and  knowing  that  she  has  five 
children.  26  grandchildren  and  nine 
great-grandchildren  to  her  credit,  it 


reminds  me  of  my  favorite  Bible  verse: 

I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  who 
strengthens  me.’  Phillipians  4:13.  At  82 
she  has  50  years  of  experience  in  church 
work  and  she  takes  lay  people  and 
ministers  who  come  to  her  church 
under  her  wing  Mrs.  Jacocks  we  salute 

you  and  the  other  mothers  both  young 
and  old  who  are  serving  God  and 
training  their  children  to  love  Him  also 


Conference  library  closed 

Due  to  the  resignation  of  the  Conference  Resource  Librarian 
Ginny  Richardson,  the  resource  library  housed  in  Shreveport  in 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  office  on  Kings  Hwv..  will 
be  closed  until  further  notice. 

Breaking  love  loaves 


SIMSBORO  —  On  Easter  Sunday 
families  of  the  Simsboro  Charge  broke 
open  more  than  50  love  loaves,  spilling 
out  hundreds  of  pennies,  nickels,  dimes 
and  quarters 

The  Love  Loaf  project  was  initiated  by 
the  churches  in  the  Antioch  and  Salem 
communities  as  a  means  to  help  feed 
starving  people  around  the  world. 

This  was  part  of  a  six -week  project  to 
combat  hunger  in  the  world. 

Charles  Langford,  pastor,  explained 
that  the  Love  Loaves  were  small 
containers  in  the  shape  of  a  loaf  of  bread 
Families  in  the  churches  had  placed  the 
Love  Loaf  containers  on  their  dinner 
tables  as  prayer  reminders  of  the  project 
and  members  of  the  family  were 
encouraged  to  contribute  coins  toward 
hunger  relief. 

Sunday’s  breaking  ceremonies  yielded 
over  $340  According  to  Rev  Langford 
the  proceeds  will  be  used  to  fight  hunger 
in  needy  areas  of  the  world  through  two 
organizations. 
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'What’s  Happening- 


Retiring 


HAYNESVILLE  -  Recently. 
Havnesville  UMC  honored  J  R. 
Sherman,  retiring  choir  director, 
for  his  many  years  of  service. 
Meredith  Garrett  served  as 
mistress  of  ceremonies.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  choir  were  hosts 
for  the  affair.  Nelda  Frey  will 
now  direct  the  choir  as  J  R  takes 
a  seat  as  a  singer. 


SHREVEPORT  —  The  Cheermakers 
Ladies  Class  at  Cedar  Grove  UMC  is 
planning  a  class  reunion  for  June  23-24.  A 
banquet  and  a  memorial  service  are 
being  planned.  Lonnie  Bell  Hope  is 
chairman  of  the  event.  If  you  know  of  any 
former  members  of  the  ciass  contact  her 
at  302  W  71st  St..  868-5406,  or  at  the 
Church.  68th  at  Southern. 

SLIDELL  —  Rev.  Keith  Tonkel.  pastor 
of  Wells  Memorial  UMC  in  Jackson. 
Miss.,  recently  spoke  for  the  church’s 
annual  Lenten  Spiritual  emphasis 

*  *  * 

CROWLEY  —  Moving  Day  came  early 
this  year  for  the  Conerlvs  at  First  UMC 
The  minister  and  his  wife  moved  into  the 
new  parsonage  on  April  17.  Ground  was 
broken  for  the  new  parsonage  on  Sept.  25. 
1978.  and  it  was  completed  this  April.  The 
parsonage  is  located  at  20  Governor 
Edwards  Drive. 


HAYNESVILLE  —  As  the  climax  to  a 
successful  Pension  Fund  Drive,  the 
Haynesville  UMC  invited  Rev.  George 
Sherman,  pastor  of  the  Memorial- 
Beekman  Charge  in  Bastrop,  and  Rev 
Tracy  Arnold,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Minden.  to  preach  on  April  22  and  29. 

DENAHM  SPRINGS  -  A  door¬ 
decorating  contest  highlighted  Easter 
events  at  First  UMC.  Winner  in  the  adult 
division  was  the  Willie  Rainey  Class.  The 
class  decorated  the  door  with  an  original 
drawing  of  Easter  lilies  with  a  cross  in 
the  background.  Winning  the  youth 
division  was  the  5th  grade  class.  They 
used  "God’s  Gift  to  You"  as  their  theme 

SHREVEPORT  —  A  new  Baldwin 
organ  was  recently  dedicated  at  Cedar 

•  ove  UMC  An  organ  concert  was 
presented  by  Dr  Ruby  Bloxom  Dart. 

SHREVEPORT  -  Rev.  Andv 


Foreman.  Conference  evangelist, 
recently  completed  a  four-day  preaching 
mission  at  Noel  UMC.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sid 
Lee  of  Shreveport  served  as  song 
leaders  Dr  Benedict  A.  Galloway  is  the 
pastor 

•  *  • 

SHREVEPORT  —  Over  300  attended 
the  Easter  Sunrise  Service  at  Lakeview 
UMC  located  on  Cross  Lake  Also,  at 
Lakeview.  Mrs  Paul  Hildrith  recently 
reviewed  "Families”  by  Wyatt  Cooper 
Funds  from  the  program  were  given  to 
the  church’s  office  improvement 
program. 

BENTON  —  One  of  the  largest  classes 
in  the  memory  of  the  Benton  UMC  was 
received  into  the  fellowship  on  Palm 
Sunday.  Nine  youth  and  six  adults  were 
added  and  two  children  presented  for 
baptism  Of  the  class  of  15.  12  were 
received  on  Profession  of  Faith  Rev 
CB  Krumnow  is  pastor 


UMCOR  provides  disaster  relief, 
rehabilitation  programs,  assistance  to 
refugees  and  renewal  of  person's  lives 
around  the  world.  UMCOR  is  working 
with  Christian  councils  and  /  refugee 
committees  to  assist  more  than  2  million 
refugees  in  Africa  with  food,  clothing, 
housing  and  medical  care  Training  and 
help  in  establishing  agricultural 
homesteads  and  schools  for  their 
children  give  hope  for  a  better  future 
UMCOR  also  does  extensive  work  in  the 
Middle  East  and  within  the  United 
States. 


lOOO  club 


announces 

appropriations 

The  One  Thousand  Club  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  the  Laity  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  met  recently 
and  made  it's  appropriations  for  the  1979- 
1980  year 

Calls  were  made  to  the  Clanton  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Dulac  in  the 
New  Orleans-Houma  District,  the 
Fellowship  United  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Alexandria  District,  the  Eros  United 
Methodist  Church  of  the  Ruston  District 
and  the  Boynton  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  New  Orleans-Houma 
District. 

Each  of  these  will  receive  one  half  of  a 
call  for  the  1979-1980  Conference  year. 

The  third  call  will  be  for  a  new  church 
in  the  New  Orleans-Slidell  District. 

The  One  Thousand  Club  is  the  oldest 
on-going  project  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  the  Laity  which  has  a  goal  of  raising 
$20,000  three  times  a  year  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  new  churches  or  helping 
churches  in  a  transitional  situation 

Cecil  Bland  of  Shreveport  is  the 
chairman. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

Editorial:  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  deserves 

a  chance . Page  2 

Combat  crime  with  love, 

justice  expert  urges . Page  3 

UM  bishop  interviewed 

after  Zimbabwe  election . Page  4 

Reader  says  growth  more 

likely  in  pluralism  . Page  2 

Religion  journalism 

said  alive  and  well  . Page  3 

Missionary  picture 

brightens,  agency  finds . Page  4 

Good  intentions  hamper  relief  * 

efforts,  says  UMCOR . Page  3 

UM  leaders  have  doubts 

about  Zimbabwean  peace  ....  Page  4 
Political  crises  debated 

in  letters . Page  2 


PAGE  2 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  deserves  a  chance 


MAY  II.  11)711 


Here  I  Stand 


Few  international  conflicts  are  as 
confusing  as  the  current  situation  in  the 
southern  African  nation  of  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia. 

After  nearly  90  years  of  white  minority 
rule  —  punctuated  by  an  institutionalized 
racism  which  has  been  repulsive  to  all 
persons  who  believe  in  freedom  and 
justice  —  nearly  seven  million  blacks  are 
moving  toward  self-government.  No 
rational  person  could  look  at  the  current 
situation  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  and 
deny  that  fact:  whether  by  the  ballot  box 
or  by  the  machine-gun,  the  days  of  all- 
white  rule  are  numbered. 

With  this  fact  obvious,  the  most 
important  remaining  questions  involve 
when  and  how  the  transition  to  majority 
rule  —  and  hopefully  freedom  and 
equality  —  will  take  place. 

American  United  Methodism  has  long 
supported  the  concept  of  majority  rule  in 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia.  Our  commitment 
has  been  prompted  both  by  the  call  of  the 
Christian  gospel  for  justice  and  by  the 
close  relationship  we  have  had  with  our 
sister  church  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  —  a 
church  which  has  been  in  the  vanguard  of 
the  revolution  there. 

But  while  American  United  Methodism 
has  stood  strong  on  the  side  of  justice  and 
freedom,  there  has  been  less  than 
unanimity  during  recent  months  over  the 
"how”  and  “when”  questions  which  have 
become  so  vital. 

Many  United  Methodists  have 
continued  to  support  the  position  of 
Bishop  Abel  T  Muzorewa,  who  was 
recently  elected  prime  minister  after 
becoming  part  of  a  transitional 
government  along  with  several  other 
black  political  leaders  and  Ian  Smith, 
former  head  of  the  white  government. 
Bishop  Muzorewa  believes  the  new 
government  and  the  new  Constitution  on 
which  it  is  founded  are  far  from  perfect, 
but  that  it  is  sufficient  as  a  beginning  — 
particularly  in  light  of  the  alternative, 
which  is  more  war  and  bloodshed. 

Other  American  United  Methodists, 
including  the  directors  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  organization  and 
several  staffpersons  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  world  mission  arm,  have 
expressed  concerns  about  or  opposed  the 
bishop’s  point-of-view.  The  position  of 
these  persons  is  similar  to  that  of  the 
United  States  government,  as  espoused 
by  United  Nations  Ambassador  Andrew 
Young. 

Persons  who  take  this  stance  see  the 
government  which  Bishop  Muzorewa  has 
been  chosen  to  lead  as  a  “puppet” 
government  of  the  whites,  set  up  to 
appease  blacks  with  a  few  concessions 
while  maintaining  white  domination  and 
privilege.  They  charge  that  the  real 
struggle  for  freedom  remains  with  the 
"freedom  fighters”  of  the  Patriotic 
Front  headed  by  exiled  leaders  Joshua 
Nkomo  in  Zambia  and  Robert  Mugabe  in 
Mozambique. 

In  recent  weeks  TM/UMR  has  made  a 
concerted  effort  to  sort  out  truth  amid  al. 


OGod 


By  NIT  A  SCHUH 

OGod, 

The  wick  of  my  faith 
Flickers,  grows  dim,  fades 
In  the  winds  of  self-doubt ; 

Through  storms  of  disappointment. 
Impatience  that  buffet  my  world. 
Shielding  my  tiny  flame, 

I  pray  for  a  miracle ; 

Fail  to  recognize  its  coming 
In  unanswered  prayer. 

The  wick  of  my  faith  sputters, 
Wavers,  is  almost  extinguished. 

A  friend  calls;  flowers  blossom; 
Birds  sing,  a  new  day  dawns. 
Almost  burnt-out,  the  wick  of 
My  faith  is  ignited  anew. 

0,  thank  You,  God, 

F or  keeping  my  dimly-burning  wick 
aflame. 


THC  UNITED 

nurmotxsT 
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the  confusion,  charges  and  counter¬ 
charges.  We  sent  one  of  our  editors  to 
Salisbury  to  witness  the  election  process 
first  hand.  Our  editor  traveled 
extensively  throughout  the  country, 
talking  to  persons  on  both  sides  of  the 
issue.  While  not  all  questions  can  be 
answered  concerning  the  complex 
situation  there,  we  believe  there  are 
several  obvious  truths: 

•  The  vast  majority  of  the  people  in 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  want  to  give  the  new 
government  a  chance.  The  election  was 
not  without  irregularities.  Out  of  the 
nearly  64  percent  of  the  people  who  went 
to  the  polls  a  few  were  undoubtedly 
coerced  into  doing  so  by  overly  zealous 
political  workers.  Many  others  who 
wanted  to  vote  were  kept  from  doing  so 
by  guerrillas  who  in  some  areas 
threatened  to  kill  anyone  who  went  to  the 
polls. 

But  regardless  of  the  official 
percentages,  no  one  can  spend  several 
days  traveling  around  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  without  recognizing  that  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people  want  to  give 
the  new  government  a  try  ...  not 
because  they  are  overly  excited  about 
the  new  government,  but  because  they 
believe  the  only  alternative  is  more  war. 
Regardless  of  who  internationally 
recognizes  the  new  government,  most 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesians  do  recognize  it. 

•  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  is  the 
popular  choice  of  the  people  to  lead  the 
nation.  No  election  was  necessary  in 
order  to  judge  the  popularity  of  the 
bishop.  Wherever  one  travels  in 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  the  people  are  vocal 
in  supporting  him.  They  see  him  as 
different  from  the  other  politicians  vying 
for  public  office.  His  support  is  across 
tribal  lines  and  he  is  considered  the  best 
chance  for  a  unified  nation. 

•  The  people  are  tired  of  war.  Patriotic 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Front  leaders  who  advocate  continuing 
to  fight  have  little  support  among  the 
masses,  who  are  tired  of  paying  with 
their  lives  for  the  political  ambition  of 
guerrilla  leaders. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  we  urge 
American  United  Methodists  to  support 
the  right  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesians  to 
determine  their  own  government.  We 
believe  the  new  government  there  is 
legitimate  because  the  people  there  have 
given  it  legitimacy  at  the  polls.  What 
right  does  the  Patriotic  Front,  the  United 
States  or  any  other  part  of  the 
international  community  have  to  rule 
otherwise  in  the  face  of  the  elections 
there. 

For  this  reason,  we  hope  United 
Methodists  will  support  efforts  in  the 
U.S.  Congress  to  end  economic  sanctions 
against  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  in  order  to 
give  the  new  government  every  chance 
to  prove  itself.  To  continue  sanctions  at 
this  point  is  only  to  push  the  new  black- 
majority  government  into  a  position  of 
having  to  deal  with  South  Africa  —  a 
nation  whose  immoral  race  policies  are 
infamous,  and  whose  influence  over  the 
new  government  must  be  minimized. 

We  also  believe  the  United  States 
should  seriously  consider  offering 
official  recognition  to  the  new 
government  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  if 
during  the  months  ahead  the  fact  of 
majority  rule  government  there  matches 
present  promises.  • 

It  already  is  a  more  representative 
government  than  many  which  are 
recognized  by  the  U.S.  And  while  such 
recognition  would  run  the  risk  of 
alienating  some  African  states  which  are 
opposed  to  the  internal  settlement  and 
with  which  our  nation  desires  to  develop 
positive  relations  —  our  nation’s 
relations  with  these  countries  should  not 
be  the  determining  factor  in  its  relations 
with  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia. 


Church  growth  most  likely 
when  we  affirm  pluralism 


By  TIMOTHY  D.  BOYLE 

In  recent  years  a  movement  called  the 
“Church  Growth  Movement”  has  made 
considerable  impact  on  churches  of 
many  denominations  across  the  country, 
including  our  own.  There  has  been  much 
criticism  of  some  of  the  principles 
advocated  by  this  movement,  and  one 
that  has  been  particularly  controversial 
is  the  so-called  “homogeneous  unit 
principle  (H.  U.).”  In  a  day  of  increasing 
awareness  of  racism  and  the  problems  of 
racial  and  cultural  isolation  in  schools, 
etc.,  the  terminology  itself  has  perhaps 
been  unfortunate,  but  most  of  the 
criticisms  I  have  heard  are  based  on 
misconceptions  of  what  the  homogeneous 
unit  ( H.  U. )  principle  really  says. 

For  instance,  TM/UMR  recently 
interviewed  Dr.  Lyle  Schaller  (see 
March  23  issue),  who  is  probably  the  top 
parish  consultant  in  the  U.S.  and  whose 
books  are  among  the  most  helpful  I  have 
ever  read  in  dealing  with  the  problems  of 
the  local  church.  The  questions  asked  by 
TM/UMR  and  the  answers  by  Dr. 
Schaller,  however,  reveal  a  surprising 
lack  of  understanding  of  what  the  Church 
Growth  Movement  actually  says  — 
particularly  with  respect  to  the  H.  U. 
principle,  and  this,  I  feel,  is  a  very 
common  misconception  that  hinders  us 
from  adapting  the  best  of  what  the 
Church  Growth  Movement  offers  to  our 
own  church. 

Definition  wrong 

The  “concept  which  says  that  for  a 
congregation  to  grow,  it  must  be 
homogeneous  —  meaning  that  as  nearly 
as  possible,  all  members  should  come 
from  the  same  race,  theology  and 
economic  position,”  to  quote  the 


TM/UMR  article,  is  not  really  what  the 
H.  U.  principle  says  —  or  at  least  stating 
it  that  way  implies  a  lot  of  things  not 
intended.  For  one  thing,  racism  for  the 
sake  of  growth  is  the  farthest  thing  from 
the  intention  of  the  Church  Growth 
Movement.  Of  course,  all  of  our  churches 
should  be  wide  open  to  anybody, 
regardless  of  race,  culture  or  economics 
—  provided,  of  course,  he  or  she  accepts 
the  basic  requirements  for  membership. 

The  implication  of  much  of  the 
criticism  of  the  H.  U.  principle  is  that  “it 
is  not  the  United  Methodist  style”  and 
that  it  is  not  compatible  with  our 
pluralism.  If  that  is  so,  then  how  can  we 
have  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
as  a  priority  in  our  pluralistic 
denomination?  When  properly  under¬ 
stood,  however,  the  two  complement  each 
other.  The  problem  is  that  neither  of 
these  terms  is  clearly  understood  by 
most  people,  and  thus,  the  disagree¬ 
ments  are  often  based  on  unconscious 
semantic  differences.  The  popular  use  of 
the  term  “pluralism”  seems  to  still  be 
greatly  affected  by  the  “melting  pot” 
myth  of  the  American  social  scene  — 
that  is,  the  false  concept  that  all  peoples, 
after  being  here  a  few  generations,  are 
melted  down  into  one  truly  “American” 
people.  America  is,  however,  a  vast 
array  of  different  cultures  and 
subcultures,  and  sociologists  now 
recognize  that  a  "stew  pot"  is  a  much 
more  accurate  analogy  than  a  “melting 
pot.”  And  frankly,  I  find  a  stew  much 
more  exciting  than  bland  porridge,  don’t 
you? 

No  ‘melting  pot’ 

A  biblical  text  commonly  used  to 
support  the  “melting  pot”  type  of 


UMC  against  grain 

Tc  the  Editor: 

Clyde  Chesnutt’s  article  (Report  to  our 
Bishops  by  Dr.  Outler,  TM/UMR,  April 
27)  is  valuable,  But  it  neglects  our 
internal  POLITICAL  crisis.  United 
Methodism  is  Democrat,  and  the  country 
is  now  swinging  Republican. 

For  example  we  attack  pro-lifers  in  an 
era  of  economic  chaos.  As  our  system 
totters  on  the  brink  of  fiscal  disaster,  our 
message  is  the  Messianic  Mission  of 
abortion  clinics! 

What  is  needed  in  our  church  is  the 
willingness  to  be  stronger  theologically 
and  more  flexible  politically.  The 
bishops,  according  to  Mr.  Chesnutt’s 
report,  “passed  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  govemmen  of  India  to  restore 
religious  toleration."  A  declaration  of 
POLITICAL  toleration  needs  to  be  sent  to 
the  boards  of  every  local  church. 

A  Protestant  is  not  automatically 
damned  if  she/he  (1)  wants  taxes 
lowered;  (2)  wants  inflation  curbed;  (3) 
wants  a  stronger  U.S.  defense  posture; 
(4)  is  against  X-rated  drive-in  theaters; 
or  (5)  thinks  parents  should  consent  to 
their  children’s  abortions. 

A  declaration  of  political  indepen¬ 
dence,  if  really  implemented  in  local 
churches,  would  bring  back  five  million 
members  in  this  next  great  decade  ajone. 

John  Richardson 
Proctor,  Minnesota 
Board,  local  gap  seen 
To  the  Editor: 

As  one  who  has  worked  with  several 
agencies  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
on  a  beyond-the-local  basis  ana  who  is 
now  “local,"  I  would  like  to  join  others  in 
raising  a  deep  concern  about  the  gap 
between  the  local  church  and  boards  and 
agencies,  both  at  the  national  and 
conference  levels. 

A  Detroit  car-designer  friend  of  mine 
once  grinned  and  said,  “We  car 
designers  design  for  each  other,  not  for 
the  public.”  Could  it  be  that  we’ve 
dropped  into  that  habit  also  in 
programming  for  the  church?  Now  living 
locally  by  choice.  I’m  finding  a  mood  of 
disillusionment  and  deep  concern  about 
the  overhead  church  out  at  the  consumer 
level. 

My  hope  is  that  General  Conference 
will  deal  with  it.  Is  it  possible  that  we 
could  be  more  grassrootsy  democratic 
and  still  not  destroy  the  connectional 
system? 

Larry  Eisenburg 
Grove,  Oklahoma 

Ovation  for  committee 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen!  to  the  work  of  the  “ad  hoc  lay 
study  committee  on  General  Confer¬ 
ence”  (TM/UMR,  April  27).  And  thanks 
to  Sharon  Mielke  for  her  reporting  of 
their  efforts.  The  committee  deserves  a 
standing  ovation. 

Elsewhere  in  the  April  27  issue  of 
TM/UMR  is  a  most  timely  reminder  that 
we  should  look  to  Jesus  for  guidance  and 
priorities,  keeping  always  aware  that  the 
Church  is  His! 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  appreciation  for  our 
people. 

Gladys  Young 
Slaughter,  Louisiana 

Women’s  directive  rapped 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  directive  from  the  Women’s 
Division  entitled  “Interpretation  of 
Women’s  Division  Policy  and  Program" 
was  recently  brought  before  our  UMW.  I 
was  shocked.  Such  an  autocratic 
statement  from  an  American  church 
body  was  startling  and  the  doubts  cast  on 
the  veracity,  or  at  least  on  the  editorial 


Political  crisis,  boards,  study  discussed 


your  editorial 
Christian  duty” 


expertise,  of  other  periodicals  published 
within  the  same  church  was  incredible.  It 
would  be  well  if  the  people  responsible 
for  the  directive  would  spend  some  time 
meditating  on  I  Corinthians  12. 

Further,  it  appears  that  headquarters 
of  the  Women’s  Division  has  a  poor 
opinion  of  the  ability  of  United  Methodist 
women  to  think  for  themselves;  so  they 
endeavor  to  spoon-feed  us.  I  find  that  our 
women  want  to  know  what  our  church  is 
doing  today  to  bring  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  to  millions 
of  people  in  mental  and  spiritual 
darkness.  We  want  our  church  to  be 
concerned  about  world  hunger,  disease 
and  the  lack  of  political  and  spiritual 
freedom.  Traditionally,  these  are  the 
fields  in  which  our  women  missionaries 
have  worked,  but  now  we  hear  little 
about  such  concerns  in  our  church.  Frorr 
the  mail  I  get  week  after  week  one  would 
be  justified  in  believing  that  all  such 
activity  is  being  carried  on  by  non- 
•  enominational  groups  who  tell  us 
thrilling  tales  of  persons  saved  and 
wonderfully  used  of  God  for  the  blessing 
of  others. 

If  these  comments  seem  harsh,  I 
regret  it,  but  I  don’t  want  to  see  United 
Methodist  women  being  forced  into  a 
Miriam  Healey 
Los  Banos,  California 

Let’s  be  fair 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to 
"Conservation  is  a 
(TM/UMR,  April  20),  I  agree,  but  why 
limit  conservation  to  the  common  folk 
already  burdened  with  deprivations? 
Why  not  put  some  restrictions  on  large 
fuel-guzzling  homes  and  offices  as  well 
as  pleasure  boats,  private  airplanes, 
campers,  congressional  “business” 
junkets,  electric  signs,  athletic  clubs, 
inter-neighborhood  school  busing,  the 
ICC  rule  forcing  truckers  to  drive  vast 
distances  with  empty  trucks,  more 
sensible  traffic  light  systems  in  cities. 

Why  pick  on  the  man  with  a  big  family 
who  needs  a  big  car?  Why  be  so 
concerned  about  an  over-worked  mother 
who  needs  a  few  labor-saving  gadgets  in 
her  home  so  she  can  still  do  a  little  work 
for  the  church? 

Mrs.  Rogene  M.  Kraft 
Palm  Springs,  California 

Farm  workers  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

If  our  church  supports  the  United 
Farm  Workers  (UFW)  proposed  boycott 
of  Chiquita  bananas  it  will  not  be 
opposing  United  Brands,  it  will  be  in 
opposition  to  family  farms  (TM/UMR, 
April  6). 

Our  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  just 
spent  $12,000  for  an  Emergency 
Consultation  on  the  Farm  Crisis  to 
understand  the  issues  involved. 

In  this  case  it  is  a  200  percent  wage 
increase  demanded  by  the  UFW.  The 
present  wage  of  a  lettuce  picker  paid 
after  the  impasse  between  UFW  and 
growers  is  $4.12  plus  benefits. 

The  pickets  who,  incidentally,  are 
wearing  hammer  and  sickles  on  their 
jackets  (U  P.  photo  in  Sacramento  Bee) 
are  not  the  real  farmworkers  who  have 
de-certified  many  elections  in  order  to 
get  out  of  the  UFW.  Cesar  Chavez  trained 
under  Saul  Alinsky  (Rules  for  Radicals) 
and  Fred  Ross  of  Community  Services.  A 
boycott  at  this  time  will  close  more 
churches  in  Central  and  Imperial  Valleys 
of  California  than  the  grape  boycott  of 
the  1960’s 
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Ruth  Lohman 
Arbuckle,  California 

Seminars  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  issue  of  March  16  gave  overdue 


attention  to  a  most  effective  educational 
program  within  our  denomination,  the 
United  Methodist  Seminars. 

As  Director  of  the  National  Capital 
Semester  for  Seminarians  (NCSS), 
conducted  by  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  I  have  seen  first-hand  how 
informative  the  seminars  can  be  for 
anyone  interested  in  relating  Christian 
faith  to  human  suffering  at  the  societal 
and  global  level.  In  each  of  the  past  three 
semesters,  the  NCSS  program  has 
included  four  seminars  especially 
designed  for  seminarians  representing 
various  denominations  and  states. 

After  a  long  afternoon  session  last 
January,  at  which  three  key  persons 
spoke  of  their  work,  several  students 
took  time  to  comment  on  how  impressed 
they  were  that  each  speaker  began  with  a 
personal  statement  of  his  own  biblical 
and  theological  understanding  of  what 
the  church  was  called  to  do  in  witnessing 
to  the  world  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

United  Methodist  Seminars  deserve  all 
the  attention  you  have  given,  and  more. 
Few  agencies  are  doing  so  much  with 
such  limited  resources,  and  any  church 
group  would  do  well  to  take  advantage  of 
their  excellent  program  when  visiting 
Washington  or  New  York. 

James  T.  Clemons 

Washington,  D.C. 

Oppose  homosexuality 

To  the  Editor: 

It  seems  everywhere  I  turn  the  lesbian- 
gay  organizations  are  screaming  to  be 
recognized  and  be  accepted  by  this 
nation,  even  in  our  beloved  United 
Methodist  Church. 

In  the  April  20  issue  of  TM/UMR  an 
article  tells  of  a  Gay  Caucus  trying  to 
change  the  Social  Principles  of  our 
church  so  that  they  would  be  more 
acceptable. 

My  plea  to  all  United  Methodists  —  nay 
to  all  Christians  —  is  to  stand  against 
homosexuality  with  renewed  vigor, 
accepting  them  only  as  sinners  who  seek 
forgiveness  for  their  sins  and  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  Lord.  Aren’t  we  all 
sinners  going  to  church  to  ask 
forgiveness  of  our  sins  and  to  have 
fellowship  with  others  who  are  also 
seeking  God’s  word?  We  are  not  asking 
the  church  to  accept  us  who  are  thieves, 
drunkards,  murderers,  etc.,  as  such,  but 
as  misguided  sinners,  seeking 
forgiveness,  and  homosexuals  should 
recognize  their  faults  and  seek 
forgiveness  the  same  as  the  rest  of  us. 

My  prediction  is  that  we  as  United 
Methodists  must  stand  firmly  against 
this  or  we  die.  We  must  go  by  the  rules  of 
the  Bible,  seeking  God’s  will  as  told  in  the 
Scriptures,  accepting  nothing  that  is 
contrary  to  Scripture  or  see  the  death  of 
our  church  in  this  generation. 

To  all  lesbian  or  “gay”  people,  I 
convey  my  love  to  you  as  a  Christian 
brother  who  is  concerned  about  you,  and 


I  would  simply  say  to  you  that  the  book  of 
Romans  should  reveal  to  you  the  error  of 
your  ways  and  I  pray  that  you  would  seek 
His  face  and  His  will. 

Leroy  Linney 
Stanton,  Texas 

‘God’s  headline’  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Now  and  then  I  “borrow"  TM/UMR, 
and  in  scanning  through  the  April  13 
issue,  I  am  so  caught  by  your  first 
editorial,  “God’s  headline,”  that  I  am 
now  writing  to  express  deep 
appreciation. 

I,  too,  have  noticed  my  increased 
feelings  of  depression  and  anxiety  from 
the  sad  and  virtually  incomprehensible 
acts  that  we  humans  do  to  one  another 
expressed  in  the  media,  up  front,  in 
headlines  —  compounded  with  natural 
and  unnatural  disasters. 

You  have  expressed  in,  I  imagine,  your 
own  search  for  meaning  an 
interpretation  of,  “Why  God?  Why 
Christ?”  so  beautifully  well  that  I  am 
able  to  share  with  you  some  of  your  own 
“peace  thatsurpasseth  understanding.” 

Arthur  R.  Pitkin 
Houston,  Texas 


Timothy  Boyle 


pluralism  is  Gal.  3:28,  “There  is  neither 
Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is  neither  slave  nor 
free,  there  is  neither  male  nor  female; 
for  you  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.  ’’  When 
read  in  its  context,  however,  I  feel  that 
this  much  better  supports  the  "stew  pot” 
analogy  and  the  H.  U.  principle  than  the 
“melting  pot.”  The  Galatians,  who  were 
“Greeks,”  had  accepted  Paul’s  message 
and  had  believed  in  Jesus.  But  then  some 
of  the  Jewish  believers  tried  to  convince 
the  Galatian  Christians  that  they  had  to 
submit  to  the  Jewish  law  and,  in  effect, 
become  Jews  before  they  could  really  be 
true  followers  of  Christ.  Scholars  call 
these  Jews  the  “Judaizers,"  and  in  a 
very  real  sense,  this  same  mistake  has 
been  repeated  over  and  over  again 
throughout  church  history  by  whomever 
the  dominant  group  happened  to  be.  In 
modem  times,  this  has  most  often  taken 
the  form  of  “Westemizers”  in  most  of  the 
world  and  more  particularly  “Angli- 
cizers"  here  in  America.  It  usually 
hasn’t  been  intentional,  but  it  is 
every  bit  as  real.  With  the  “melting  pot” 
theory  firmly  implanted  in  their  brains, 
Anglo  Americans  have  frequently  sought 
to  win  ethnics  into  their  local 
congregations  for  the  sake  of  pluralism 
and  unity,  but  in  effect  this  usually 
equates  “becoming  one  of  us”  with 
“becoming  like  one  of  us."  This,  of 
course,  is  fine  if  the  person  feels 
comfortable  with  that  and  wants  to.  But 
it  shouldn’t  be  the  only  option. 

Redemption  needed 

Thus,  what  Paul  is  saying  to  the 
Galatians  is  that  they  didn’t  need  to  come 
out  of  their  own  cultural  context  and 
become  Jewish  in  order  to  follow  Jesus  — 
for  in  Christ  we  are  all  one,  and  “there  is 
neither  Jew  nor  Greek."  Before  God,  all 
human  cultures  are  on  equal  footing. 
They  all  need  to  be  redeemed  and 
transformed  through  Jesus  Christ.  This, 
then,  is  where  the  H.  U.  principle 
becomes  so  important.  To  quote  Donald 
McGavran,  the  “father”  of  the  Church 
Growth  Movement,  “People  like  to 
become  Christians  without  crossing 
racial,  linguistic  or  class  barriers.”  That 
is  simply  a  natural  part  of  human  nature, 
and  thus,  the  increasing  emphasis  on  the 
ethnic  minority  (“homogeneous  unit”) 
local  church  is  a  very  good  sign. 

Likewise,  the  cultural  pluralism  we 
United  Methodists  pride  ourselves  in  is  a 
great  thing.  What  a  joy  it  is  to  be 
enriched  by  each  other’s  cultures  at 
annual  conferences  and  other  such 
gatherings.  But  to  expect  the  local 
church  to  operate  on  the  same  level  is  to 
drastically  reduce  one’s  evangelistic 
potential.  The  people  we’re  trying  to 
reach  are,  for  the  most  part,  not  ready 
for  that.  They  need  to  be  won  to  Christ 
first,  and  this  is  much  more  likely  to 
occur  when  they  feel  “at  home”  in 
church.  To  be  most  effective  in  winning 
the  Hispanic  Americans,  for  instance,  at 
least  four  basic  types  of  churches  are 
needed.  Truly  open,  basically  Anglo 
churches  are  an  important  part  of  the 
total  evangelistic  outreach  because  some 
Hispanics  will  be  attracted  by  that  and 
there  be  won  to  Christ. 

View  can’t  be  narrow 
But  if  that  is  all  there  is,  then  most  of 
the  harvest  will  be  missed.  Spanish¬ 
speaking  local  churches  as  well  as  Eng¬ 
lish-speaking  Hispanic  churches  and 
bilingual  churches  are  also  necessary  to 
effectively  reach  the  most  Hispanic 
people  possible  (to  say  nothing  of  the 
necessity  in  some  areas  to  distinguish 
between  Hispanics  of  Mexican,  Puerto 
Rican  and  Cuban  descent) . 

Truly,  the  time  has  come  for  the  UMC 
to  affirm  and  strengthen  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church.  The  potential 
exists  in  many  parts  of  the  country  to 
plant  hundreds  of  thriving  ethnic 
churches,  and  it  will  only  be  as  we  do  so 
that  we  can  truly  rejoice  in  our 
pluralism. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Timothy  D.  Boyle,  is  pastor  of  Christ 
UMC  in  Santa  Maria.  California,  (Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference). 


Clonllied 

CURRENTLY  TAKING  APPLICATIONS  for 

couples  to  work  with  youth  in  group  home  setting 
Salary,  vacation,  other  fringes  High  school  and 
references  required.  Call  collect  United  Methodist 
Youthville.  Newton.  Kansas  (316  )  283-1950  ext  65 
before  5  p.m.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 

EASTERN  HILLS  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
is  seeking  a  new  choir  director  The  church  is  located 
in  beautiful  Woodnaven-White  Lake-Eastern  Hills 
area  of  Ft  Worth,  has  growing  choir  program  for 
adults  and  children  in  a  friendly,  growing  Methodist 

OLAN  MILLS  —  COLOR  church  piclurial  direc¬ 

tories.  Summer  special!  Your  choice  of  extra 

H.  U  M.  C..  1509  Wilson  Road.  Fort  Worth.  Texas 
76112 

incentives  for  summer  photographing  Call  toll  free 
number  <800  )  845-1157 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  to  coordinate  youth 

FOR  SALE  FOUR  SILVER-PLATED  communion 

trays  one  base,  one  lid  and  one  bread  plate  to 
match  United  Methodist  Church.  128  E.  Illinois  St., 
Arthur.  Ill  61911  Phone  (217  )  543-3159 

Experience  in  developing  senior  high  leadership  and 
programs  preferred  Position  available  "arly 
summer  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Send  resume  to:  Centenary  United  Methodist 

8-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  -  January  I960 

Church,  191 1  Toyon  Avenue,  Modesto,  Calif  95350 

Christian  group  forming  NOW  Hosts  needed 
WOMITO.  P.  O  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs.  Fla 
33166 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  position 
available  June  1,  1979,  for  creative  energetic  person 
who  cares  about  youth,  grades  7  through  12. 
Responsible  for  program  development  and 
implementation,  recruiting  and  training  of 
leadership,  etc  Large  downtown  church  offers 
opportunity  to  develop  ministries  of  caring,  outreach 
and  spiritual  growth  salary  open  plus  benefits 
Contact  Blair  P  Richards.  St.  Luke  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.  O  Box  867,  Columbus.  Ga. 
31902  | 

CO-OPERATIVE  OF  5  CHURCH  DENOMINATIONS 
AND  YMCA  group  manages  11  camp/conference 
centers  in  Northern  California,  periodically  has 
need  for  reliable,  live-in  site  manager  Skills  in 
management,  supervision  of  small  staff,  food 
service  and  preparation,  maintenance  of  buildings 
and  grounds,  budget  control,  land  use  and  ecology, 
relate  to  church  and  school  clients  Written 

Retreats.  125  Mariposa  Avenue,  San  Anselmo. 
Calif.  94960 

SPIRIT  DUPLICATOR  FOR  SALE  Dependable 
machine  that  can  satisfy  needs  of  a  church  or  office 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  or 
Minister  of  Education.  Wide-open  program 
opportunity  Metropolitan  area  church  of  1100 
members  Salary  and  housing  negotiable  at  your 
present  salary  level  Contact:  J  Vance  Eastridge. 
3800  Dayton  Blvd  .  Chattanooga.  Tenn.  37415.  (615) 
877-2881 

This  A.  B  Dick  217  Duplicator  still  has  many  good 
years  of  service  Mr  Wells  Gow,  (717  )  273-2647! 

CURIOUS  ABOUT  GOOD  NEWS?  Find  out  about 
this  UM  evangelical  movement  firsthand.  For  free 
sample  copy  of  magazine  and  other  information, 
write  Good  News,  Box  165,  308  East  Main  Street, 
Wilmore,  Ky  40390  j 

POSITION  WANTED  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

and/or  Minister  of  Education  in  large  church. 
Resume  sent  on  request  Reply  to:  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  P  O  Box  221076  Dept  PW,  Dallas,  Tex 
75222 

NEEDLEPOINT  the  United  Methodist  symbol 
Handpainted  on  si4  Zwagart  canvas  to  fit  a  5x7 
frame  Kit  includes  Paternayan  yarn.  $7  00  ppd 
Catalogue  available  $1.00  ppd  Newport  Needlepoint. 

1450  membership  Requires  experienced  person  who 
desires  to  work  with  all  age  levels  Challenge  of 
utilizing  new  facility  Salary  negotiable,  fringe 
benefits  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  c/o  Mr  Charles  Elliott,  P  O  Box  819. 
Winter  Park.  Fla  32790. 

TWO  SMALL  VOLUMES  OF  POEMS  for  pleasure 
and  inspiration:  "la  Gospel  Truth!"  Foreword  by 
Bishop  Robert  E  Goodrich  Jr.  Full  color! 
illustrations.  "The  Little  Yellow  House."  and  Other- 
Poems,  foreword  by  Dr  Frank  C  Tucker  Each  book; 

$3  50  ppd.  from  author.  George  Heslar.  28  Hillcrest! 

JUNE  18  12-DAY  HAWAII  June  24  8-dav  Mexico 

Drive.  Hannibal.  Mo.  63401 

July  10  15-day  Middle  East  September  4  31-day 
Around  the  World  adventure  November  4  12  day 
Rome/Jordan/Israel/Athens  Contact  World  Wide 
Christian  Tours,  P.O  Box  506,  Elizabethtown.  Ky 
42701  (502  )  769-5900 

FOR  SALE :  GOOD  USED  upholstered  solid  light  oak! 
church  pews  11  &  13’-8'«"  11®  17\?"  Alderegate 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church.  Port  Arthur  Tex' 
77640.  (713  )  985-8861 
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Two  ‘outspoken’  ministers  talk  frankly  about  church 

wc 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

HOPWOOD,  Pa.  -  Two  United 
Methodist  ministers  who  have  been  the 
center  of  controversy  for  their  outspoken 
views  let  loose  some  of  those  views 
before  a  gathering  of  pastors  recently. 

One  was  a  black  preacher  from  the 
West  Coast;  the  other  was  a  white 
evangelist  from  the  Southwest.  One  said 
he  was  pro-abortion;  the  other  anti- 
abortion.  One  was  for  “gays”;  the  other 
against.  One  refused  to  be  labeled  and 
put  in  any  theological  category ;  the  other 
gladly  called  himself  a  “Wesleyan 
evangelical." 

The  first  was  the  Rev.  Cecil  Williams, 
“minister  of  celebration  and  involve¬ 


ment”  at  Glide  Memorial  UMC  in 
downtown  San  Francisco.  The  other  was 
the  Rev.  Edmund  Robb,  director  of  his 
own  evangelistic  association  in  Marshall, 
Texas,  and  former  chairperson  of  “Good 
News,”  an  .evangelical  caucus  in  the 
UMC. 

What  brought  the  two  preachers  face- 
to-face  was  an  invitation  to  speak  on  the 
vital  issues  in  United  Methodism.  They 
spoke  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Pastor’s  School  at  Jumonville  Training 
Center  near  here  April  24-26. 

Mr.  Williams  claimed  the  UMC  has  be¬ 
come  “comfortable”  because  it  supports 
the  status  quo.  It  should  be  “dangerous 
to  be  a  part  of  the  church,”  he  said,  for 
the  church  is  that  body  of  people  which  is 


Cecil  Williams 


always  in  trouble  by  its  involvement  in 
the  lives  of  people  and  the  affairs  of  the 
community. 

“John  Wesley  was  always  in  trouble 
because  he  went  where  the  people  were," 
Mr.  Williams  said.  “I  want  the  church  to 
be  that  force  in  society  that  will  take  over 
the  world.  And  the  church  in  San 
Francisco  is  going  to  be  a  force  in  the 
society  because  we  are  going  to  live 
dangerously,”  he  declared. 

He  called  on  the  pastors  to  be  persons 
of  “conviction,  not  consensus,”  and  to  be 
“decisional,”  which  he  said  means  being 
"responsive  to  people  and  the  world  and 
whatever  needs  changing.  ’  ’ 

“Yes,  I  am  a  social  activist,”  Mr. 
Williams  said.  “Yes,  I  am  for  social 
justice.  But  I  am  for  others,  really  for 
others,  to  be  where  they  are,  really 
where  they  are.” 

The  central  issue 

Mr.  Robb  sees  the  central  issue  in  the 
church  as  the  need  to  return  to  a  “New 
Testament  faith  —  a  resurrection  faith.” 
This  he  called  “revealed  objective  truth” 
and  the  heart  of  the  evangelical 
message. 

“If  a  pastor  wants  the  maximum  from 
a  church  he  must  put  a  maximum  of 
Jesus  into  the  program,"  he  said.  “Then 
the  only  worry  is  where  to  put  all  the 
people  and  how  to  spend  all  the  money." 

Mr.  Robb  contrasted  his  evangelical 
position  with  the  “liberal”  influence  in 
the  church  which  he  termed  a  theological 
stance  in  which  there  is  “no  absolute 
authority.”  People  under  the  “liberal” 
influence  have  too  long  controlled  the 
church’s  boards  and  seminaries,  he 
stated.  “It  seems  that  they  want  some  of 
us  to  take  in  the  members  and  pay  the 
bills  but  let  them  make  the  decisions. 
We’re  not  going  to  do  that  any  longer.  We 
are  going  to  be  in  on  the  decision-making 
process.” 

Switching  to  another  front,  Mr. 
Williams  charged  that  black  UMs  have 


given  up.  “My  black  brothers  and  sisters 
are  trying  to  be  like  the  whites.  They’ve 
lost  their  authenticity.  They’ve  lost  the 
black  experience  of  preaching,  singing 
and  involvement  that  could  turn  the 
urban  areas  up-side-down  if  they  wanted 
to.”  He  said  the  church  desperately 
needs  an  urban  theology  and  strategy.  If 
it  doesn’t  get  them  soon,  the  UMC  is 
going  to  become  “a  rural,  small  town  and 
suburban  denomination.” 

Mr.  Robb  said  dissent  in  the  church 
does  not  mean  disloyalty.  “I’m  loyal  to 
the  church  not  because  it’s  perfect  but 
because  it  is  of  God.”  However,  creative 
tension  can  be  helpful,  he  said.  “In  our 
pluralistic  church,  we  don’t  have  to  be 
identical  twins.  I  don't  agree  with  all  that 
Cecil  Williams  says  but  I  affirm  him  as  a 
person.  Unity  is  not  uniformity. '  ’ 

While  the  men  disagreed  on  the 
church’s  position  toward  abortion  and 
homosexuals,  they  agreed  on  the  need  of 
the  church  to  be  revived  and  the  need  of 
Christians  to  live  out  their  faith  as 
“authentic”  persons  involved  in  a  loving, 
caring  ministry  for  people. 

Dreams  shared 

Both  men  shared  dreams  they  hold  for 
the  church.  Mr.  Robb  said  he  hoped  that 
when  future  historians  write  of  the  20th 
century,  they  will  say  1980  was  a  turning 
point  in  the  UMC.  They  will  write,  he 
hoped,  that  people  met  at  General 
Conference  for  prayer  and  planning 
which  resulted  in  evangelical  fires 
sweeping  forth  with  tens  of  thousands  of 
people  brought  to  Christ.  “I  challenge 
you,”  he  said,  "to  make  evangelism  the 
quadrennial  emphasis  no  matter  what 
General  Conference  does . ' ' 

Mr.  Williams  said  that  ever  since  he 
was  hurt  by  segregation  in  the  church,  he 
has  longed  for  the  day  when  the  UMC 
would  be  open  “to  everybody”  who 
comes  to  the  door.  He  said  the  Glide 
congregation  ministers  to  the  street 
people,  alcoholics,  prostitutes,  homo- 
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Money,  accountability 
said  big  issues  in  ’80s 


sexuals,  elderly,  young  adults  and  any¬ 
one  else  who  needs  love.  On  Easter 
Sunday  more  than  8,000  people  stood  in 
line  for  blocks  to  attend  one  of  the  five 
services,  he  reported. 

Dialogue  intention  succeeds 

“We  intended  the  Pastors’  School  this 
year  to  be  a  forum  for  dialogue  on  issues 
facing  the  UMC  from  different 
perspectives,”  said  the  Rev.  Don 
Richards,  registrar  and  pastor  of 
Windover  Hills  UMC  in  Pittsburgh.  “It 
succeeded.” 

A  number  of  pastors  told  TM/UMR 
that  some  of  their  negative  pre-concep¬ 
tions  of  the  two  speakers,  their  the¬ 
ological  positions  and  lifestyles  had 
changed  as  they  listened  and  talked 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

CINCINNATI  —  Tough  financial  prob¬ 
lems  will  face  the  United  Methodist 
Church  during  the  next  five  years, 
predict  local  pastors,  lay  and  profes¬ 
sional  conference  leaders  in  a  recent 
survey. 

And  adding  his  own  views  to  the  survey 
results,  a  national  church  executive  said 
a  major  issue  threatening  “to  tear  the 
church  apart”  is  the  perceived  “lack  of 
accountability”  in  the  connectional 
Church.  Three  other  issues  —  authority, 
division  and  governance  —  he  also  cited 
as  pressing  problems  in  the  UMC  as  the 
denomination  enters  the  ’80s. 

The  Rev.  Norman  DeWire  reported  th^  > 
results  of  a  survey  of  pastors,  lay  leaders 
and  conference  program  directors  to  the 
education  and  communications  arm  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  during  its 
recent  meeting.  Dr.  DeWire,  who  is 
general  secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  added  his  own 
analysis  of  the  issues  facing  the  church  to 
the  survey  results. 

Pastors  and  conference  leaders  agreed 
the  dominant  concerns  for  local  churches 
in  the  years  just  ahead  would  be:  (1) 
facing  up  to  the  decline  in  membership, 
(2)  finding  new  ways  to  evangelize 
effectively,  and  (3)  facing  tough 
economic  prospects  in  view  of  run-away 
inflation,  the  church  executive  reported. 

The  random  sample  survey  included 
one  percent  of  all  local  pastors,  a  group 
of  four  laypersons  who  occupy  key 
leadership  posts  in  each  annual 
conference  and  the  73  conference 
program  directors. 

For  annual  conferences,  financial 
matters  will  be  dominant,  those 
surveyed  agreed.  In  turn,  conference 
leaders  said  they  needed  better  quality 
resources,  personnel  and  training  from 
the  general  church. 

Adding  his  own  analysis  to  the  survey 
findings,  the  general  secretary  of  the 
denomination’s  coordinating  council 
based  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  said  UMs  are 
divided  into  two  camps.  There  are  the 
“privatists”  who  are  caught  up  with 
“how  to  help  me,”  he  said,  and  the 
“publicists"  who  are  caught  up  in  being 
relevant  to  social  needs. 

Dr.  DeWire  said  while  the  conflict 
between  the  two  sides  has  increased,  the 
middle  of  the  church  —  which  used  to 
keep  the  two  in  balance  —  is  shrinking 
and  “common  ground”  is  harder  to  find. 

The  executive  told  the  mission  agency 
leaders  that  the  “perceived  lack  of 
accountability”  must  be  addressed  very 
soon  or  it  will  tear  the  church  apart.  He 
said  “accountability  comes  through 
public  debate  and  truthful  information,  a 
spirit  of  trust  and  relationship  building,” 
not  through  “massive  self-serving  public 
relations.” 


The  perceived  lack  of  accountability  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  he  said,  is 
evidently  going  to  be  one  of  the 
underlying  issues  at  the  1980  General 
Conference.  “Ways  must  be  found  for 
stricter  accountability”  as  well  as 
creative  ways  to  convey  this 
accountability  to  the  people,  he  said. 

The  issues  of  “governance”  and 
“authority"  in  the  UMC  are  related  to  the 
problems  of  divisiveness  and 
accountability,  he  said. 

•  Governance.  “The  UMC  is  a 
representative  democracy  and  not  a 
participatory  democracy"  with  elected 
members  serving  on  general  boards.  But 
there  needs  to  be  “trust"  at  work  in  a 
representative  connection,  he  said. 

•  Authority.  “Authority  no  longer 
comes  through  holding  a  role  or  office, 
but  through  relationships,”  the  executive 
told  the  missions  officials. 


Ed  Robb 

with  the  men.  While  a  few  pastors  said 
that  the  theological  differences  evident 
between  the  two  were  significant  and 
should  not  be  dismissed  casually,  many 
more  said  they  heard  both  men  stating 
the  same  faith  but  from  widely  different 
perspectives.  Numerous  persons  ex¬ 
pressed  appreciation  to  the  two  leaders 
for  their  individual  convictions  and 
their  courage  and  passion  in  expressing 
them. 

The  only  regret,  remarked  several 
planning  committee  members,  was  that 
fewer  than  80  ministers  out  of  the  700  in 
the  conference  attended.  “Many  of  the 
pastors  stayed  away  apparently  because 
they  feared  or  could  not  accept  one  or  the 
other  of  the  speakers,”  they  said. 


Church  publications 
see  gain  —  not  decline 


Holocaust  memorial  held  in  capital  rotunda 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  President  Jimmy  Carter  and  Elie  Wiesel.  second  left, 
chairman  of  the  President’s  Commission  on  the  Holocaust,  watch  as  Cantor  Isaac 
Goodfriend  and  former  Supreme  Court  Justice  Arthur  Goldberg  light  a  menorah  on 
Apr.  24,  during  a  ceremony  in  the  Capitol  rotunda  memorializing  victims  of  the 
Holocaust.  Mr.  Carter  said  we  must  “reaffirm  our  unshakable  commitment  that 
such  an  event  will  never  recur  on  this  earth  again.” 


UM  justice  expert  says 
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Apply  love  treatment  to  crime 


By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 


At  the  other  end 
of  the  line  .  . . 


cumooghone 


Your  personal  direct  line  of 
communication  with  the  heart  of  The 
United  Methodist  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee. 


ANSWERING  YOUR 
QUESTIONS  .  .  .  LISTENING  TO 
YOUR  SUGGESTIONS 


Dial  1-800-251-8591  toll  free  from  8 
a.m.  to  4  p.m  (CST)  Monday-Friday 
•Tennessee  residents  call 
615-749-6482  collect 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  The  supreme 
commandment  to  love  applies  to  the 
treatment  of  everyone  affected  by  crime, 
a  United  Methodist  theologian  who  is  an 
expert  on  criminal  justice  said  here 
recently. 

But  a  philosophy  of  “excessive 
individualism”  —  which  is  contrary  to 
Christian  principles  —  governs  the 
American  criminal  justice  system  now, 
said  L.  Harold  DeWolf  of  Lakeland,  Fla. 
He  said  such  a  principle  puts  the  rights  of 
the  individual  above  the  responsibility  of 
the  citizen  to  others.  The  results  are  both 
a  crime  rate  higher  in  the  U.S.  than  in 
any  other  Western  country  and  excessive 
punishments  for  convicted  offenders,  he 
contended. 

Christians,  Jews  and  others  who 
espouse  humanistic  values  have  a 
responsibility  to  see  that  laws  and 
policies  that  govern  the  criminal  justice 
system  reflect  love  as  a  basic  value,  said 
the  retired  professor  of  theology  and 
sociology  and  former  dean  of  UM-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington,  D.C.  He  spoke  at  a  criminal 
justice  convocation  April  28,  attended  by 
approximately  100  church  and  civic 
persons. 

The  day  long  event  was  sponsored  by 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  the 
Oklahoma  conference  of  the  UMC,  the 
state  Council  of  Churches,  the  League  of 
Women  Voters  and  two  universities  in 
the  state. 

Christians  attempting  to  justify  their 
views  on  criminal  justice  policies  should 
remember  these  basic  principles,  said 
Dr.  DeWolf: 

•  People  are  inherently  social  beings 
and  need  a  supporting  community  ; 

•  The  extent  of  injury  caused  by  a 
criminal  act  should  be  judged  rather 
than  only  the  guilt  of  a  person ; 

•  All  persons  are  equal  in  God’s  sight, 
so  insuring  equal  treatment  may  require 
going  the  “second-mile"  to  protect  the 
politically  weak. 

Showing  love  to  all  those  affected  by 
crime  poses  many  tasks  in  reforming  the 
criminal  justice  system,  Dr.  DeWolf 
said.  He  urged  participants  to  get 
involved  in  at  least  one  task  that  needs  to 
be  done,  whether  it  relates  to  offenders, 
victims,  their  families  or  the  courts. 
"Everyone  knows  that  what  we’re  doing 
in  relation  to  criminal  justice  is  not 
satisfactory,”  he  said. 


Among  areas  he  said  need  the  attention 
of  Christians  are  these: 

Alienation  —  One  of  the  harshest 
punishments  suffered  by  an  incarcerated 
offender  is  alienation  from  friends  and 
family.  Dr.  DeWolf  said  relationships 
between  prisoners  and  persons  on  the 
outside  should  be  facilitated  and 
encouraged.  Church  members  can  help 
by  befriending  and  visiting  prisoners  in 
an  effort  to  combat  alienation.  Overnight 
conjugal  visits  from  spouses  also  have 
proved  successful  in  Mississippi  and 
Mexico,  he  said. 


Aid  claimed 
useless  if 
misdirected 


NEW  YORK  -  Well-intentioned 
persons  who  have  shipped  off 
“mountains”  of  clothing  and  household 
furnishings  directly  to  national  disaster 
areas  recently  have  actually  hampered 
relief  efforts,  a  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
executive  warned  here. 

Calling  the  shipments  “the  disaster 
after  the  disaster,”  the  Rev.  Paul 
Morton,  UMCOR’s  national  disaster 
coordinator,  urged  persons  to  send  such 
materials  to  their  local  or  regional 
Salvation  Army  or  other  relief  collection 
agencies  —  not  directly  to  the  sites  of 
devastation. 

“In  just  a  week  after  the  tornado  hit 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas,”  Mr.  Morton 
reported,  “we  had  warehouses  full  of 
used  clothing  and  toasters  and  beanbag 
chairs,  and  mountains  of  material  that 
just  won’t  be  useful.” 

Clothing  and  other  used  goods  are 
needed  after  a  flood  or  tornado  or  other 
disasters,  he  explained.  Relief  agencies, 
like  UMCOR  and  Church  World  Service, 
maintain  national  stockpiles  of  such 
material,  and  are  equipped  to  race  it  to 
the  scene  of  disaster  —  often  within  hours 
after  the  tragedy  occurs. 

But  what  is  sent  by  well-meaning 
individuals  to  the  scene  of  a  disaster  is 
frequently  in  need  of  cleaning,  and  is 
neither  sorted  nor  bundled.  The  result, 
when  tons  of  such  clothing  arrive  at 
emergency  centers,  is  that  in  order  to  use 
the  material,  relief  workers  may  have  to 
spend  hours  trying  to  find  the  needed 
piece  of  clothing. 


Residential  centers  —  Increasing  the 
use  of  community-based  residential 
centers  for  inmates  allows  offenders  to 
live  in  a  community  atmosphere  and 
work  in  the  outside  world  while  paying 
for  room  and  board,  Dr.  DeWolf  noted. 
Several  of  these  centers  are  in  operation 
in  Oklahoma  and  other  states.  Such 
centers  are  often  hampered,  however,  by 
community  residents  who  do  not  want 
convicted  criminals  in  their  neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

Juveniles  —  Dr.  DeWolf  reminded  the 
audience  of  Christian  teachings  on  love 
for  children,  and  urged  them  to  use  such 
teachings  to  help  deter  juvenile  crime. 
Helping  troubled  children  find  ways 
toward  a  law  abiding  adulthood  should  be 
a  priority,  he  said. 

Decriminalization  —  Dr.  DeWolf 
believes  the  scope  of  criminal  law  should 
be  reduced.  To  decriminalize  offenses 
such  as  prostitution,  gambling,  adultery 
and  vagrancy  would  reduce  prison 
populations  by  one-half,  save  money  and 
would  not  endanger  the  public,  he 
contended.  Those  acts  are  still  wrong,  he 
said,  but  treating  them  as  criminal  has 
been  disastrous.  Poor  and  homeless 
people  have  been  jailed  for  just  being 
poor  —  on  vagrancy  charges,  for 
example,  he  said. 

Property  —  In  dealing  with  persons 
convicted  of  property  crimes.  Dr. 
DeWolf  advocates  providing  alternatives 
to  prison  sentences,  such  as  using 
community  based  correctional  centers. 
He  would  also  like  to  see  restitution  — 
repaying  the  victim  —  in  proportion  to 
the  seriousness  of  the  offense  and  the 
income  of  the  offender.  “White-collar” 
criminals  are  often  assessed  fines  in 
court  that  are  small,  in  proportion  to 
their  incomes  and  the  amount  of  money 
stolen.  Poor  persons,  however,  are 
usually  forced  to  serve  time,  because  of 
their  inability  to  pay  the  lump-sum  fine 
given  by  a  judge,  he  noted. 

Restitution  —  Restitution  should  also 
be  made  in  cases  of  murder  or 
permanent  maiming,  said  Dr.  DeWolf. 
Victims  or  their  families  should  be  paid 
to  reduce  the  impact  of  the  loss  of  a 
wage-earner. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

TORONTO  —  The  church  press  is  not 
in  a  state  of  gradual  decline  as  some 
people  have  supposed.  North  American 
editors  of  church-related  publications 
were  told  last  week.  And  statistics 
reported  at  the  Associated  Church  Press 
(ACP)  convention  here  would  seem  to 
verify  that  statement. 

Don  Hetzler,  executive  secretary  of 
ACP,  said  circulation  of  the  108 
predominantly  Protestant  publications 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States  had 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States  in¬ 
creased  more  than  two  million  during 
stands  at  14.5  million,  he  said. 

The  Catholic  Press  Association 
reported  its  500  publications  have  a 
combined  circulation  of  26.7  million,  up 
from  last  year.  The  head  of  the 
Evangelical  Press  Association  said  the 
230  magazines  and  newspapers  in  that 
group  have  increased  their  circulation  to 
more  than  20  million.  And  the  Canadian 
Church  Press  (most  of  whose 
membership  overlaps  the  other  three 
press  groups)  reported  53  publications 
with  a  circulation  of  approximately  one 
million. 

Readership  is  even  higher,  said  Mr 
Hetzler,  for  more  than  one  person  reads 
each  copy  represented  by  the  circulation 
figures.  Although  the  pollster  George 
Gallup  says  each  figure  in  a  circulation 
total  represents  3.5  to  four  readers,  the 
ACP  executive  cautioned  members  to 
remember  that  some  people  read  more 
than  one  church-related  publication.  He 
also  said  the  figures  for  the  potential 
readership  might  not  be  accurate 
because  some  publications  hold  dual 
membership  in  the  press  associations 
from  which  the  figures  were  taken. 

The  religion  press  is  not  “moribund," 
he  told  TM/UMR.  “It’s  a  fable  to  say 
people  are  not  reading.  The  increases 
would  seem  to  indicate  otherwise.”  He 
attributed  the  growing  readership  to  a 
vitality  among  editors  and  their  pub- 


UM  church  found  ‘not 
guilty’  by  members 


MARGARETVILLE,  N  Y.  -  Members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  here  who 
came  to  the  charge  conference  not  long 
ago  were  a  little  startled  to  see  a  trial  in 
progress.  And  they  were  further  amazed 
to  see  their  own  church  as  the  accused. 

According  to  an  article  in  the  New 
York  conference  edition  of  TM/UMR, 
“charges”  were  brought  by  a 
prosecuting  attorney  who  sought  to  prove 
that  the  church  was  not  doing  its  work  in 
the  areas  of  ecumenism,  evangelism, 
stewardship,  Christian  education,  social 
concerns  and  race  relations. 

With  a  script  written  by  the  Rev. 
Russell  Sargent,  members  took  the  part 
of  judge,  prosecutor  and  jury.  Ten 
witnesses,  who  were  cross-examined, 
were  called  to  testify  for  and  against  the 
church. 

The  verdict  was  “not  guilty”  in  the  six 
areas.  But  many  other  areas  were 
pointed  out  as  those  in  which  the  church 
wasn’t  doing  as  it  should. 


lications.  “They  are  willing  to  take  on 
controversy." 

Gary  Warner  of  Overland,  Kan.,  who 
heads  the  Evangelical  Press  Association, 
said  that  special  magazines  and 
newspapers  may  account  for  the 
increased  number  of  readers  of  his 
member  periodicals.  More  publications, 
he  told  TM/UMR  “are  directed,  for 
instance,  to  women  and  to  people  who 
enjoy  gospel  music.  People  bombarded 
by  the  media  may  have  time  to  read  only 
two  out  of  a  possible  ten  magazines  and 
papers,  but  one  of  them  will  be  a  religion 
publication.” 

Mark  Brummel,  editor  of  “U.S. 
Catholic”  magazine,  who  reported  to 
ACP  on  behalf  of  the  Catholic  Press 
Association,  told  TM/UMR  that 
“revitalized  parishes  with  people  who 
want  to  know  more  about  the  faith" 
account  for  the  reader  increase  in  the 
past  few  years.  “We  editors  are  also 
putting  out  better  quality  products,"  he 
added. 

Among  the  awards  given  by  ACP  for 
outstanding  journalism,  a  United 
Methodist  editor,  the  Rev.  James  Wall  of 
“Christian  Century"  magazine,  was 
cited  for  an  editorial  written  about  the 
Jonestown,  Guyana,  tragedy  and  the 
Arkansas  Methodist  newspaper  won  an 
award  for  its  indepth  coverage  of  “Good 
News,”  the  evangelical  caucus  in  the 
UMC. 

North  American  editors  were  called 
“woefully  provincial"  by  an  overseas 
editor  in  a  workshop  on  the  church  press 
and  the  Third  World.  Ronald  Englund, 
editor  of  Action,  the  publication  of  the 
World  Association  of  Christian 
Communication  based  in  London,  said, 
“We  have  a  long  way  to  go  to  understand 
the  world  around  us.” 

Echoing  that  concern,  a  mission 
information  and  education  officer  for  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  New  York  told  the 
editors  that  “if  people  don’t  read  about 
the  Third  World  in  your  papers,  how  can 
they  relate  to  Third  World  people  and 
issues?”  The  Rev.  Onell  Soto  concluded 
by  quoting  a  scripture  verse  in  Acts 
about  spreading  the  Gospel  in 
Jerusalem,  Samaria  and  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth.  “Please  give  more 
space  in  your  publications  to  th2 
‘uttermost  parts  of  the  earth’,"  he  said. 
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Death  penalty  —  The  death  penalty  is 
not  the  deterrent  to  crime  believed  by 
many,  he  said,  but  is  used  by  society  in 
vengeance.  Abolishing  it  again  would 
reduce  the  climate  of  vengefulness  in  our 
society,  he  maintained. 
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TEl  METHODIST REPOK  fEK 


Will  peace  come? 

Doubts  expressed  by  UM leaders 


"1  hope  American  United  Methodists  will  have  faith  in  us  and  encourage  their  government  to 
see  us  more  accurately  -  and  not  punish  all  of  us  for  the  sins  of  the  Ian  Smith  government. " 

Prime-minister  elect  interviewed 

Bishop  defends  new  African  government 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

EDITOR  S  NOTE:  TM/UMR  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  Bud  Herron  recently  covered 
the  general  elections  in  Zimbabwe  Rho¬ 
desia  in  which  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa  was  elected  prime 
minister.  The  following  exclusive  inter¬ 
view  with  Bishop  Muzorewa  was  con¬ 
ducted  shortly  after  the  election  process 
ended. 

TM/UMR:  It  has  been  a  long 
campaign,  bishop.  Are  you  tired? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  There  are  three 
questions  I  never  answer.  Let  me  list 
those  for  you  so  you  won’t  have  to  ask 
them:  (1)  Are  you  tired?  (2)  Are  you 
worried'’  and  (3)  Do  you  fear  for  your 
life?  None  of  those  questions  are 
important  to  what’s  going  on  in  this 
country. 

TM/UMR:  Okay  then,  we  can  skip  the 
preliminaries.  A  lot  of  people,  in  the 
United  States  and  elsewhere,  who  used  to 
support  your  position  on  the  political 
situation  in  this  country  now  believe  you 
have  sold  out  —  that  you  have  been 
bought  by  Ian  Smith.  How  do  you  respond 
to  that? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  My  position 
basically  has  not  changed.  My  goal  has 
always  been  to  remove  the  colonial 
yoke  from  the  shoulders  of  our  people 
and  freedom  for  the  nation.  The  only 
question  has  been  the  best  method  of 
succeeding  in  this  endeavor. 

TM/UMR:  Why  was  it  necessary  to 
involve  yourself  with  Smith  to  do  this? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  There  are  various 
reasons.  Mr.  Smith  has  wielded  power  in 
Rhodesia  for  years.  We  could  not  pretend 
he  doesn't  exist.  He  and  the  whites  he 
represents  aren’t  going  away  They  had 
to  be  dealt  with.  It  also  must  be 
remembered  that  it  was  not  I,  but  Mr. 
Smith,  yvho  changed  positions.  His 
opinion  went  from  one  of  "never  in  a 
thousand  years"  to  an  acceptance  of 
majority  rule  on  the  basis  of  universal 
adult  sufferage. 

TM/UMR:  But  critics  claim  he  has 
sold  you  a  bill  of  goods;  that  the 
constitution  you’ve  agreed  to  guarantees 
a  position  of  privilege  for  whites  Whites 
are  guaranteed  28  out  of  100  seats  in  the 
House  of  Assembly,  continue  to  control 
the  armed  forces,  and  so  forth. 

Bishop  Muzorewa :  I  will  be  the  first  to 
admit  the  constitution  was  a 
compromise.  Any  constitution  is  a 
compromise.  Your  own  American 
constitution  was  a  compromise.  We 


wanted  whites  to  settle  for  20  seats.  They 
wanted  38  We  compromised  on  28  Some 
people  say  we  shouldn’t  have  given  the 
whites  anything  —  that  we  should  throw 
them  out  of  the  country.  Well,  I  believe 
this  is  their  country,  too.  Some  have  lived 
here  three  generations.  They  are 
Rhodesians.  Look  at  the  African  nations 
north  of  us  where  the  whites  have  been 
thrown  out.  Can  you  name  one  that  is 
stable?  Where  there  is  democracy? 
Where  the  people  can  feed  themselves? 
We  would  be  foolish  to  run  out  the  whites. 

TM/UMR:  But  doesn’t  it  bother  you 
that  the  army  will  be  under  white 
leadership? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  I  must  correct  you. 
It  will  be  under  Zimbabwe  Rhodesian 
leadership  Its  officers  will  come  from 
those  who  are  most  qualified  regardless 
of  race.  Most  soldiers  will,  of  course,  be 
black. 

TM/UMR:  But  doesn’t  the  agreement 
you  have  made  give  too  much  away? 

Bishop  Muzorewa :  No  one  seems  to  see 
what  we  got  from  the  agreement,  only 
what  we  gave  away.  We  got:  free 
elections,  the  repeal  of  all  laws  of  racial 
discrimination  and  majority  rule.  Blacks 
can  live  wherever  they  please,  go  to 
previously  all  white  schools,  engage  in  a 
variety  of  commerce.  If  you  were  ever  in 
Rhodesia  in  the  old  days,  you  would  be 
able  to  see  the  difference  now. 

TM/UMR:  If  this  is  all  true,  then  why 
does  practically  the  whole  world  seem  to 
oppose  what  you  are  doing  here? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  I  believe  the  rest  of 
the  world  has  not  yet  gained  an  under¬ 
standing  of  what  has  taken  place  here. 
Secondly,  some  of  the  leaders  in 
neighboring  countries  have  special 
interests  in  seeing  (Joshua)  Nkomo  or 
•  Robert)  Mugabe  come  to  power.  To  that 
selfish  end,  they  misrepresent  what  is 
going  on  Mugabe  and  Nkomo  can’t  win  a 
free  election  here  They  know  it.  Their 
only  hope  is  war.  That’s  why  they  haven’t 
joined  us.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  their 
principles. 

TM/UMR:  Do  you  think  the  recently 
completed  elections  will  convince  the 
world  of  the  rightness  of  your  position? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  Eventually,  I 
believe  recognition  and  the  ending  of 
sanctions  will  come.  It’s  strange  how  a 
country  like  Uganda  has  a  war  and  the 
next  day  the  whole  world  recognizes  a 
new  government.  We  have  a  free  election 
and  everyone  snubs  us.  I  wonder  if  we 


had  had  a  violent  revolution  and  imposed 
a  dictator  on  the  people  whether 
recognition  would  have  been  immediate. 

TM/UMR:  I  wonder  if  we  might  talk 
about  the  church  for  awhile? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  I  would  welcome 
the  change. 

TM/UMR:  What's  the  biggest  problem 
facing  United  Methodism  in  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  today? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  It’s  the  war,  The 
Marxists  are  saying  "down  with  Jesus" 
and  "down  with  the  church."  We  are  in  a 
time  of  real  persecution.  The  war  has 
also  caused  many  persons  to  move  to  the 
city,  making  work  in  rural  areas 
difficult. 

TM/UMR:  Do  you  feel  United 
Methodists  have  been  singled  out  for 
persecution  because  of  who  you  are? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  No,  all  churches 
are  suffering.  But  oddly,  the  situation  is 
unpredictable.  In  some  areas  the 
institution  goes  on  as  usual.  In  others  it  is 
completely  closed  down. 

TM/UMR:  What  do  you  consider  the 
church’s  greatest  strength  to  be  here? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  Vitality  of  the 
people.  In  the  midst  of  all  the  war  and 
dangers,  people  have  stood  up  for  the 
church.  The  Spirit  is  with  us.  When  the 
buildings  have  been  closed  the 
worshipping  has  still  gone  on. 

TM/UMR:  I  have  heard  some  persons 
—  both  here  and  in  the  United  States  — 
criticize  you  for  becoming  involved  in 
politics.  They  say  a  bishop  has  no  place 
in  politics  How  do  you  answer  this? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  First  of  all.  people 
in  America  can  afford  to  say  this.  They 
choose  to  go  into  politics  as  a  matter  of 
personal  desire  In  my  case  it  was  not  a 
matter  of  pleasure  or  a  need  to  find 
something  to  do.  The  people  asked  me  to 
lead  them  nationally  in  our  struggle  for 
human  rights  They  came  to  the  church 
to  look  for  someone  to  unite  them.  I 
refused  them  at  first.  Then  I  prayed  and 
reflected  and  came  to  the  conclusion  I 
had  no  choice  but  to  take  part. 

TM/UMR :  Why  did  you  have  no  choice 
in  your  mind? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  Because  the 
business  of  liberating  an  oppressed 
people  must  be  God’s  business.  We 
equate  our  whole  struggle  with  the 
emancipation  of  the  Israelites.  Politics  is 
not  outside  God’s  field,  but  it’s  the  same 
field.  Politics  is  not  dirty,  only  some  of 
the  politicians  are. 


Board  learns  missionary  goal  neared 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

CINCINNATI  -  The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  was  pleased  to  learn  persons 
serving  overseas  in  the  world  mission 
arm  of  the  church  now  number  1,104, 
according  to  a  report  brought  to  the 
April  24-28  meeting. 

Directors  of  the  World  Division  of  the 
United  Methodism’s  mission  agency 
were  told  they  were  not  far  from  their 
goal  of  having  750  missionaries  under 
regular  full  support  and  in  fact  have 
exceeded  their  goal  of  having  1,000 
persons  in  mission  by  the  end  of  1980. 

A  breakdown  of  the  report  reveals  that 
in  1979  there  are  695  overseas 
missionaries  full-time  and  under  special 
contract  and  166  in  part-time  service. 
Another  243  missionaries  are  persons 
from  countries  other  than  the  U.S.  in 
mission  to  another  part  of  the  world. 

According  to  the  report,  even  more 
persons  —  1,150  —  missionaries  served 
overseas  during  1978. 

Adding  in  the  persons  in  mission  in  the 
National  Division  —  827  —  plus  some  600 
volunteers  working  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  the  total 
number  of  "missionaries"  in  1979  is 
2,531,  Tracey  Jones  Jr.,  the  general 
secretary  for  the  mission  board 

"A  score  of  high  priority  requests  for 
full-time  missionaries  has  had  to  be 
placed  ‘on  hold’  in  1979  until  funds  can  be 
found  for  their  support,"  said  Charles  H 
Germany  of  the  staff  These  are  not 
"theoretical"  needs  but  "concrete  and 
specific." 

The  cost  of  regular  full  support  has 
increased  from  an  average  cost  in  1972  of 
$7,375  to  an  average  in  1979  of  $13,850.  Not 
only  inflation  but  new  income  tax  and 
social  security  regulations  have  added  to 
costs  just  in  the  last  year. 

Ecumenical  unit  separation 
approved  by  mission  agency 

CINCINNATI  —  A  recommendation  to 
separate  United  Methodism’s  ecumen¬ 


ical  office  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  was  approved  here  April  28th. 
The  directors  of  the  Division  on  Ecu¬ 
menical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
voted  to  establish  a  separate  commission 
if  General  Conference  approves. 

A  debate  on  the  merits  of  staying  in 
the  large  mission  agency  or  becoming  a 
free-standing  agency  was  requested  by 
the  church’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  last  month. 

"We  need  to  be  free  to  move,  to  assess 
and  to  reassess.  In  the  interest  of  being 
the  yeast,  we  have  to  choose  the  lump 
from  year-to-year  instead  of  being  buried 
in  the  basement."  said  Dean  Emeritus 
Walter  Muelder  of  Boston.  University 
School  of  Theology. 

Plusses  seen  in  getting  out  of  the  board 
were  (1)  clearer  access  to  the  whole 
church  —  other  boards  and  agencies,  the 
bishops.  GCOM  and  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  (2)  less 
involvement  in  the  board’s  bureaucracy 
and  animosity.  (3)  a  clear  link  to  annual 
conferences  and  (4)  a  focused  agenda  for 
both  directors  and  staff. 

Dr  James  Will  of  Evanston  was  one  of 
three  directors  who  opposed  the  move.  He 
said.  "My  natural  inclination  is  to  say 
ecumenicity  ought  to  be  structurally  tied 
to  mission.”  Dr  Will  said  he  realized  the 
board  was  a  "structural  monstrosity" 
but  believed  it  was  finally  getting  all  of 
its  functions  integrated  and  that  this  was 
not  the  time  to  bail  out. 

$1.1  million  voted  for 
legal  defense 

CINCINNATI  —  In  a  closed  session 
$1.1  million  was  voted  by  the  church’s 
mission  arm  for  legal  defense  in  Pacific 
Homes  litigation  over  the  next  three 
years,  TM/UMR  learned 
The  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Health 
and  Welfare  Division,  is  one  of  the 
defendants  in  a  $266  million  class-action 
suit  brought  by  a  group  of  160  residents  of 
the  seven  retirement  homes  in  California 
and  Arizona  The  agency’s  legal  counsel 


is  the  firm  of  Owens,  Whiteman  and 
Bankes  of  Philadelphia.  Fees  already 
paid  amount  to  $400,000  for  the  agency 
alone 

While  several  members  of  the  board 
termed  the  amount  "unconscionable" 
others  said  the  agency  had  no  choice. 

Stephen  Brimigion,  the  agency's  chief 
financial  officer,  told  directors,  "We  are 
well  aware  it  is  a  tragedy  a  million  is 
being  spent  on  legal  fees,  but  the 
plaintiffs  have  the  denomination  by  the 
jugular  We  have  the  best  help  we  could 
get  in  class  action  suits  in  California." 

He  said,  "this  suit  is  in  pursuit  of  deep 
pockets,'  but  they  have  miscalculated. 

Calling  of  U.S.  Constitutional 
convention  opposed 

CINCINNATI  —  Opposition  to  the 
calling  of  a  U.S.  constitutional 
convention  was  expressed  here  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  during  its 
spring  meeting  The  agency  will  request 
the  General  Conference  also  to  oppose. 

Twenty-nine  state  legislatures  have 
petitioned  Congress  for  a  constitional 
convention;  five  more  are  needed  to 
meet  the  two-thirds  required  by  the 
U.S.  Constitution. 

Three  arguments  were  advanced  for 
opposing  the  call  during  debate  here. 

(1)  There  are  virtually  no  guidelines 
regarding  the  specific  rules  for  calling  a 
convention  and.  if  it  were  called,  for 
determining  how  it  would  be  run  This 
"route  is  uncharted"  for  changing  the 
fundamental  document  of  government. 

(2)  The  convention  method  is  a  less 
democratic  procedure  than  the 
traditional  means  of  amendment.  (3) 
Forces  behind  the  call  —  "right  to  life" 
advocates  and  forces  seeking  an 
amendment  to  require  a  balanced 
federal  budget  -  are  dealing  with  highly 
emotional  and  complex  issues  which 
should  be  dealt  with  in  the  tested  manner 
of  amending  the  Constitution. 


TM/UMR:  Okay,  even  if  it  is 
theologically  correct  for  you  to  be  in 
politics,  what  about  the  pragmatic  side  of 
it?  How  can  you  possibly  find  time  to  be 
bishop  and  prime  minister  at  the  same 
time? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  Well,  I  admit  most 
of  my  attention  will  have  to  go  to  the 
government  at  this  point.  In  the  church  I 
will  rely  heavily  on  my  district 
superintendents  and  assistants.  But  I  will 
keep  informed  and  I  will  be  available  to 
make  decisions  as  necessary. 

TM/UMR:  I  know  you  have  many 
friends  in  the  United  States.  What  sort  of 
support  would  you  ask  of  them  as  you  get 
ready  to  take  on  the  duties  of  prime 
minister  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  I  first  would  ask 
them  to  fairly  analyze  the  issues  here. 
The  issue  is  clear  to  me:  a  minority 
wanted  to  rule  and  a  majority  said  it 
could  not  be  so.  Now  there  is  no  more 
minority  rule.  What  quarrel  can  the 
world  have  with  us?  What  justification 
can  be  given  for  continuing  the  economic 
sanctions  against  us?  1  just  hope 
Americans  will  use  their  reasoning  on 
this.  Like  all  countries  the  constitution  is 
not  perfect  when  you  start.  But  we  have 
started  strongly  and  plan  to  move  on 
toward  perfection.  We  need  the  world  to 
give  us  a  chance. 

TM/UMR:  Anything  else? 

Bishop  Muzorewa:  Yes,  I  hope 
American  United  Methodists  will  have 
faith  in  us  and  encourage  their 
government  to  see  us  more  accurately  — 
and  not  punish  all  of  us  for  the  sins  of  the 
Ian  Smith  government.  And  also,  I  hope 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  will  be  in  your 
prayers. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

Several  American  United  Methodist 
leaders  who  have  been  critical  of  the 
"internal  settlement"  in  Zimbabwe  Rho¬ 
desia  expressed  doubts  this  week  that 
recent  elections  there  will  bring  peace. 

While  expressing  "personal  high 
regard"  for  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  a 
variety  of  reservations  were  listed 
concerning  the  path  he  has  taken  in 
recent  months.  The  nearly  64  percent 
turnout  for  the  national  elections  was  not 
seen  by  most  as  something  that  will  be  a 
determining  factor  in  world  opinion 
about  the  new  government. 

"We  must  put  the  whole  matter  in  an 
international  perspective,"  said  Dr. 
Herman  Will,  top  executive  of  the 
denomination’s  Division  of  World  Peace 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  “It  would  be  a  mistake 
to  consider  the  situation  in  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  apart  from  the  situation  in  all 
of  southern  Africa." 

Dr,  Will  said  he  cannot  "understand 
how  an  illegal,  unrecognized  government 
in  Rhodesia  can  hold  an  election  which 
can  result  in  a  legal,  recognized 
government."  He  maintained  that 
economic  sanctions  against  that  nation 
must  continue  and  said  the  lifting  of 
sanctions  would  be  "in  violation  of  our 
international  treaty  obligations  under 
the  United  Nations  Charter  and  would 
run  counter  to  a  UN  action  which  we 
supported  when  it  was  adopted.” 

View  unchanged 

Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp,  Springfield 
(Ill.)  Area,  who  criticized  the  internal 
settlement  last  month  after  returning 
from  a  visit  to  several  of  the  "front  line 
states”'  surrounding  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia,  also  maintained  his  earlier 
opinion. 

"I  was  glad  to  see  Bishop  Muzorewa 
elected  and  I  wish  some  way  could  be 
worked  out  whereby,  he  could  become 
acceptable  to  all  the  people  of  Zimbabwe 
as  well  as  the  front  line  states,"  Bishop 
Hodapp  told  TM/UMR,  "but  I  fear  such 
will  not  be  the  case.  It  seems  likely  that 
the  war  and  suffering  will  continue  and 
the  front  line  states  will  continue  to 
support  the  Patriotic  Front.” 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  that  only  a  solution 
which  is  based  on  a  new  Constitution  and 
which  includes  the  external  Patriotic 
Front  parties  now  in  exile  in 
Mozambique  and  Zambia  has  any  chance 
of  success 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  Dakotas 
Area,  who  recently  criticized  Bishop 
Muzorewa 's  position  in  a  review  of  the 
bishop's  autobiography  (see  TM/UMR, 
Feb  23).  gave  qualified  praise  to  the 
election  process  but  said  he  will  withhold 
judgment  concerning  the  significance  of 


the  elections  until  "all  the  facts  are  in.”  ; 

"I  doubt  if  there  have  been  freer 
elections  anywhere  else  on  the  African 
continent,"  Bishop  Armstrong  said. 
"That  does  not  mean  there  were  no 
irregularities.  The  elections  appear, 
however,  to  have  been  a  wide-spread 
expression  of  the  will  of  black 
Zimbabweans." 

Bishop  Armstrong  went  on  to  say  he 
fears  the  violence  will  continue  and  that 
he  "prays  the  new  government  will  not 
prove  to  be  a  pawn  of  the  Ian  Smith 
(white)  faction  which  seeks  to  control  the 
situation." 

"I  believe  in  the  bishop's  (Muzorewa’s) 
integrity,  and  pray  for  him  to  be  able 
to  bring  peace  with  justice  to  Zimbabwe," 
Bishop  Armstrong  said. 

Executive  ‘uncomfortable' 

Dr.  Isaac  Bivens,  top  executive  for 
Africa  in  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  he  has  personal  high 
regard  for  Bishop  Muzorewa,  but 
remains  "uncomfortable”  with  some 
developments  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia. 

Dr.  Bivens  said  he  is  particularly 
concerned  about  the  "South  African 
alliance"  and  the  growing  relations 
between  the  new  government  and  that 
nation. 

Mia  Adjali,  secretary  for  UN/interna- 
tional  affairs  for  the  UMC’s  Women’s 
Division,  said  the  issue  in  Rhodesia 
is  "de-colonization,  not  majority  rule," 
and  should  be  judged  as  such. 

"Since  the  internal  agreement, 
casualties  in  the  war  have  increased  and 
four  countries  have  been  attacked  by 
Rhodesian  security  forces  —  Mozam¬ 
bique,  Zambia,  Angola  and  Botswana," 
Ms.  Adjali  said.  "We  have  no  indica¬ 
tion  at  this  point  that  this  trend  will 
stop  in  the  wake  of  the  elections.  The 
issue  still  remains  that  of  independence 
and  self-determination  by  the  people  of 
Zimbabwe  on  a  basis  decided  upon  by  all 
parties,  particularly  those  who  have 
struggled  so  long  for  independence." 

She  went  on  to  say:  "The  economic 
sanctions  imposed  by  the  UN  security 
council  in  1966  and  reaffirmed  just  last 
week  are  still  appropriate,  particularly 
since  this  represents  the  feelings  of  all 
independent  African  nations.  Lifting 
sanctions  at  this  time  would  greatly 
magnify  the  threat  to  peace  in  southern 
Africa.” 

Comments  also  came  from  UM  Bishop 
Emilio  deCarvalho  of  Angola  who  said 
the  elections  were  promoted  by  an 
"illegal  government"  and,*- therefore, 
cannot  be  considered  legitimate. 

“Let’s  face  the  historical  realities  in 
southern  Africa  today,”  Bishop 
deCarvalho  said.  ‘‘None  of  the  countries 
in  Africa  have  recognized  the  internal 
settlement  in  Rhodesia,  except  South 
Africa.  We  in  Africa  still  look  at  the 
Rhodesia  regime  as  an  illegal  regime." 


"The  business  of  the  church  is  not  business, 
but  people.” 


When  the  statistical 
report  tor  the  Student 
Day  Offering  for  Loans 
and  Scholarships  is  read  it 
sounds  like  a  business 
report.  The  reality  is  that 
it’s  a  people  report  .  .  . 
mothers  and  fathers 
anxious  to  help  their  child 
go  to  school  .  .  . 
promising  young  persons 
needing  a  boost  .  .  . 
future  church  leaders 
wanting  help  today  for 
leadership  tomorrow. 

They're  people  not 
statistics.  But  there  is  a 
relationship  between  the 
two.  The  statistics  reflect 
how  many  people  can  be 
helped. 

Last  year's  statistics 


show  that  giving  to  this 
important  outreach  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
decreased  almost  twenty 
percent.  That  meant  a 
lot  of  people  had  to  be 
told  no  ...  a  statistical 
decrease,  but  more 
unfortunately,  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  people 
helped. 

This  year  you  and 
your  church  have  an 
opportunity  to  change 
that  —  on  STUDENT 
DAY,  |une  10,  1979.  Your 


church's  offering  is  one 
way  of  helping  the  church 
to  help  more  people  .  .  . 
for  "the  business  of  the 
church  is  not  business, 
but  people." 

Give  to  the  Student 
Day  Offering,  June  10, 

1979. 

Student 

L/AY  JUNE  10,  1979 

OFFERING 

For  further  information 
contact: 

Dr.  Esther  Edwards 
P.O.  Box  871 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 
(Area  61 5  327-2700) 
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Ily  speaking 


What  about  the  Boards? 


Among  the  general  boards  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  it  appears  to  me, 
after  six  years  of  work  with  these 
agencies  and  one  or  more  personal  visits 
to  most  of  them,  that  the  two  that  are 
doing  the  most  to  build  support  in  the 
local  churches  are  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  and  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  By  contrast,  it  appears  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  in  spite  of  the 
work  done  by  some  brilliant  and 
dedicated  staff  members,  and  in  spite  of 
many  worthy  projects  and  dedicated 
missionaries  under  its  sponsorship,  is 
doing  least  to  develop  grass  roots 
support. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  was 
created  to  provide  coordination  and  to 
evaluate  the  work  of  the  general 
program  boards,  so  that  these  boards 
would  be  under  at  least  some  supervision 
between  sessions  of  the  General 
Conference.  Though  its  staff  is  small  and 
its  powers  are  limited,  they  speak  the 
language  of  the  local  church  and  seem 
genuinely  concerned  about  the  need  for 
greater  accountability  between  the 
program  boards  and  the  local  church. 


The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  is 
designed  to  serve  the  local  church,  but  it 
has  not  always  done  so  as  well  as  it  is 
doing  now.  New  leadership  and  fresh 
initiatives,  especially  with  regard  to 
evangelism,  church  school  curriculum, 
and  church  school  administration  and 
teaching,  have  brought  new  stature  and 
support  to  this  organization. 

There  is  a  close  analogy  between 
Global  Ministries’  plight  and  the 
problems  we  used  to  have  with  our 
church  school  literature.  It  was  good 
material,  but  it  just  didn’t  take 
sufficiently  into  account  the  needs, 
wishes  and  desires  of  teachers  and 
learners.  Now  that  discrepancy  has 
largely  been  eliminated,  and  our 
literature  is  much  more  popular. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  by  contrast,  has  continued  to  reduce 
and  de-emphasize  its  service  to  the 
churches.  Church  extension  leadership  is 
building  new  churches  and  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  local  churches.  Also,  traditional 
institutions  have  been  sharply  curtailed 
or  eliminated. 

By  RA  Y  BR ANTON,  Editor 


No  photo  of  Jesus 


By  CLAIRE  GOLDSMITH 

When  I  was  naughty  in  childhood  days, 
Mother  would  remind  me  that  God  saw 
everything  we  did  or  said.  She  then 
suggested  I  ask  God  to  forgive  me.  But  I 
had  seen  a  picture  called  “The  Eye  of 
God’’  and  I  was  scared  of  Him.  I  had  also 
seen  a  picture  of  Jesus  seated  on  a  well- 
curb,  surrounded  by  happy  children. 
How  I  longed  to  sit  beside  Jesus  and  just 
touch  His  hand.  I  was  sure  He  would 
forgive  me,  if  I  could  get  past  that  stern 
“Eye  of  God.’’  So  I  just  asked  Jesus  to 
forgive  me. 

Today,  I  hold  in  my  hands  two  tiny 
books.  One  book  was  published  in  1934, 
the  second  book’s  copyright  date  is  1970, 
but  the  contents  are  the  same.  The  older 
book,  “The  Contemplation  of  Christ”  by 
Ernest  Wilson,  was  given  to  me  by  a  dear 
friend,  who  has  since  died. 


During  the  past  year  I  have  reread  my 
gift  copy.  I  was  deeply  impressed  and 
bought  copies  for  my  children.  It  seemed 
important  that  they  share  this 
experience  with  me. 

Since  no  pictures  of  Christ  exist,  we 
must  form  our  own  picture  of  Him  as 
artists  have  done  over  the  years.  Our 
authentic  sources  are  the  books  written 
by  His  disciples  during  His  three  years  of 
ministry.  They  tell  of  how  He  loved 
people.  Jesus  healed  diseases,  forgave 
sins,  restored  sight,  and  raised  the  dead. 
Perhaps  it  is  well  there  are  no  pictures  of 
Christ  so  that  we  may  see  Him  in  the  eyes 
of  a  friend,  the  touch  of  a  hand,  the  smile 
on  a  mother’s  face,  or  the  beauty  of  a 
sunset. 

(Claire  Goldsmith  is  a  member  of 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.) 


Plans  set  for  lab  school 


Plans  have  been  completed  and  pre- 
registration  is  now  underway  for  the 
Laboratory  School  to  be  held  at  First 
UMC  of  West  Monroe  on  September  27, 28 
and  29. 

The  school  is  sponsored  by  the  Monroe 
District  Council  on  Ministries  under  the 
co-leadership  of  Mrs.  Elgin  Boggs. 
Education  Chairman,  and  Janis  Tram¬ 
mell,  Children’s  Coordinator.  Educators 
and  workers  from  throughout  the 
Conference  are  invited  to  attend  this 
event. 

A  Lab  School  is  a  workshop  for 
Christian  Education  personnel  in  the 
local  church  who  are  interested  in 
improving  their  teaching  skills,  or  in 
serving  as  a  resource  person  in  this  area. 
The  Lab  School  utilizes  intensive 
instruction  together  with  actual  teaching 
of  model  classes  of  the  appropriate  age. 

Resource  persons  and  their  areas  of 
specialization  will  be: 

Pre-school  -  Mrs.  Virginia  Lindley, 
Paragould,  Ark. 


Elementary  I-II  -  Mrs.  Doris  Marsalis, 
Shreveport 

Elementary  III-IV  Mrs.  Sally 
Montgomery,  Shreveport 

Elementary  V-VI  -  Mrs.  Sue  Kamm, 
Shreveport 

Junior  High  -  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  Baton 
Rouge 

Senior  High  -  Rev.  James  Poole, 
Bogalusa 

Adult  -  Dr.  John  Braden,  Shreveport 

Pre-registrations  should  be  turned  in 
by  May  31  in  order  to  assure  a  place  in 
the  school;  those  received  later  will  be 
accepted  only  as  class  size  limitations 
permit.  Total  cost  of  the  16-hour 
workshop  is  $15,  which  includes  lunch  on 
Saturday.  Some  housing  will  be  available 
with  members  of  the  Monroe-West 
Monroe  Churches  for  those  requesting  it. 

Additional  information  and  registra¬ 
tion  forms  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Monroe  District  Superintendent,  Dr. 
James  J.  Caraway. 


First  Church  launches 
$1.5  million  building  program 


Members  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Monroe  launched  a  $1.5  million 
building  program  with  a  symbolic 
service  of  ground  breaking  Sunday,  May 
6th.  The  complex  is  the  second  phase  of 
an  extensive  building  program.  The 
educational  facility  was  completed  in 
1967. 

The  new  facility  continues  the  Gothic 
style  architecture  and  includes  a 
sanctuary  with  balcony  and  lighted 
tower.  The  tower  will  house  the  historic 
bell  presented  to  the  church  in  1874,  and 
will  serve  as  an  entrance  way  between  a 
garden  area  and  the  vestibule  to  the 
sanctuary. 

In  addition  to  the  sanctuary  and 
garden,  a  choir-conference  facility  with 


Acting  out  the  Bible 


Students  in  the  Literature  of  the  Bible  class  act  out  the  Biblical  story  where  the  angel  tells 
Abraham  not  to  kill  his  son  Isaac. 

The  Bible  finds  way 
into  public  schools 


Students  don’t  usually  study  the  Bible  in  public  schools,  but 
at  Parkway  High  School  in  Bossier  City  this  Book  is  the  topic  of 
a  semester  course  —  Literature  of  the  Old  Testament. 

Jimmy  Woods,  teacher  of  the  course,  is  a  member  of  Heflin 
UMC  and  a  number  of  students  enrolled  in  the  class  are 
Methodist  youths. 

In  June,  1963,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  handed 
down  a  decision  that,  although  not  intended  to  do  so,  has 
threatened  the  place  of  the  Bible  literature  programs,  said 
Woods. 

He  says  this  course  can  be  legally  taught  since  it  deals  with 
the  Bible  as  literature  and  not  on  a  devotional  level.  “It  is  not 
the  purpose  of  our  course  to  interpret  the  meaning  of  the 
Bible,”  he  explained,  “and  it  is  not  studied  from  any 
denominational  viewpoint.” 

Students  study  the  literary  forms  of  the  Bible  such  as  drama, 
narrative,  poetry,  history,  philosophy,  essays,  short  stories 
and  biographies. 

Karen  Terry,  a  junior,  says  she  enrolled  in  the  class  for 
religious  reasons  and  that  she  saw  the  Bible  in  a  completely 
different  light  by  studying  it  as  literature.  “We  tried  to  talk 
Mr.  Woods  into  teaching  it  the  whole  year  instead  of  just  one 
semester.  I  really  enjoyed  it  and  I  learned  a  lot,"  Karen  said. 

Woods  has  taught  the  course  for  two  years  and  he  has  taught 
English  at  Parkway  for  nine  years.  The  Literature  of  the  Old 
Testament  course  was  initiated  at  the  school  in  1974  when 
administrators  realized  students  and  parents  wanted  such  a 
course,  Woods  said. 

“This  is  a  state-approved  English  elective  which  any  public 
school  can  opt  to  offer,”  Woods  said.  Other  English  electives 
schools  can  offer  include  such  courses  as  creative  writing  and 
mythology. 

Perhaps  more  schools  don’t  offer  the  course  because 


administrators  think  it  is  too  controversial.  Woods  said 

“There  is  an  air  of  controversy  around  the  course  —  which  is 
needless,  ’’  said  the  Heflin  native  and  resident  of  Bossier  City. 

“Since  prayer  has  been  banned  from  schools  people  think  we 
can’t  have  anything  in  public  schools  that  deals  with  the  Bible. 
This  simply  isn’t  true." 

In  the  class  students  are  required  to  memorize  sections  of 
the  Bible  and  to  take  tests  on  assigned  reading.  No  textbook  is 
used  since  the  students  do  their  reading  straight  from  the 
Bible. 

Deane  Pieper  said  her  favorite  part  of  the  class  was  writing 
a  play  based  on  a  biblical  event  and  then  acting  it  out.  Some  of 
the  pupils  chose  to  act  out  their  biblical  play  with  modern 
characters  and  settings,  she  said. 

Deana  believes  this  class  should  be  offered  at  more  schools. 
While  she  said  it  should  not  be  a  required  course,  it  should  be 
available  as  an  elective  for  those  students  who  want  to  study 
the  Bible  as  literature. 

Last  year  about  65  students  —  divided  in  two  classes  — 
enrolled  in  the  course  at  Parkway.  This  year  about  30  enrolled. 
The  class  was  taught  from  September  to  January. 

This  is  the  only  school  in  Bossier  Parish  which  offers  the 
course.  Woods  said  he  has  heard  several  other  schools  in  the 
state  also  offer  this  course. 

Woods  said  the  class  is  not  more  widespread  in  public  high 
schools  because  many  parents,  students  and  educators  don’t 
realize  it  can  be  offered. 

Recently,  Woods  and  three  students  presented  a  program 
about  the  class  at  a  Lion’s  Club  meeting.  Rev.  George  Pearce 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  City  heard  the 
presentation  and  asked  Woods  and  the  students  to  do  a 
repeat  performance  at  his  church. 


Pastor  makes 
unique  cross 

Rev.  Joseph  E.  Seiler  recently 
designed,  and  made  a  special  cross  for 
the  chancel  of  the  Belle  Chasse 
Community  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  cross  was  designed  to  replace  a 
painting  formerly  adorning  the  wall 
behind  the  choir  of  the  church. 

An  explanation  of  its  meaning  was 
given  to  each  member  of  the  church  in  an 
effort  to  help  them  understand  its  design 
and  to  appreciate  its  significance  in 
worship. 

It  is  called  the  Cross  of  Love  and 
Compassion  and  is  assembled  with  no 
nails.  It  is  put  together  solely  by  glue  to 
symbolize  the  tie  that  binds  members  of 
the  church  together  and  the  body 
corporate  to  its  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  black  edges  on  the  cross  are 
representative  of  the  death  and  sacrifice 
of  Jesus  Christ  who  died  for  the 
redemption  of  man’s  sin. 

At  the  end  of  each  leg  of  the  cross  is  an 
arc  representing  the  one  leg  of  the  ark  of 
the  covenant,  symbolic  of  God’s  part  of 
the  covenant  relationship  between  him 
and  his  people.  It  is  up  to  each  member  to 
supply  the  other  leg  of  the  ark  by  uniting  • 
himself  by  commitment,  loyalty  and  • 
obedience  to  Jesus  Christ  and  his  I 
Church 

The  incomplete  ark  reminds  us  that 
when  we  fail  to  fulfill  or  maintain  our 
obligations  and  responsibilities  to  God, 
we  break  the  covenant  relationship.  The 
extended  arms  of  the  cross  reaching  out 
in  all  directions  beyond  the  solid  center 
legs  symbolize  the  love  of  God  which 
causes  him  to  reach  out  to  us  with 
outstretched  arms  to  welcome,  reconcile 
and  return  us  to  the  covenant  fold. 

During  Lent  a  black  shroud  was 
draped  over  the  horizontal  beams  of  the 
cross,  commemorative  of  the  passion  of 
Christ  On  Easter,  the  drape  was 
removed  and  replaced  by  a  cross  of 
Easter  lilies  symbolizing  resurrection, 
hope,  and  joy!  The  cross  of  lilies  will 
remain  on  the  cross  until  Pentecost. 

What’s  Happening 

PRAIRIEVILLE  -  The  Sunday  School 
at  Carpenter’s  Chapel  Church  recently 
sponsored  its  annual  fish  fry  on  Good 
Friday.  An  Easter  egg  hunt  for  the 
children  and  games  were  also  on  the 
agenda  for  the  day.  Also,  Stephanie 
Carpenter  and  Shannon  Carpenter 
recently  received  Sunday  School 
attendance  pins  for  attending  72  months 
consecutively. 

BELLE  CHASSE  —  The  youth 
fellowship  of  the  Belle  Chasse  UMC 
presented  a  Celebration  of  Banners  and 
Creeds  service  on  Sunday,  April  29.  The 
service  was  produced  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
E.  Seiler,  pastor,  who  wrote  the  script 
and  designed  the  banners  for  the  youth  to 
make. 

BOSSIER  CITY  —  Northwestern  State 
University  Wesley  Foundation  members 
were  the  main  feature  at  Bossier’s  First 
UMC  recently.  Rev.  Bob  Townsend  is 
campus  minister. 

SHREVEPORT  -  The  St.  Paul  UMC 
recently  held  a  “Holy  Week  Youth 
Revival.”  The  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels  Jr.  is 
minister  and  Mrs.  Willie  M.  Moore  is 
youth  coordinator. 

Also  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Dillard 
University's  40-voice  concert  choir 
performed  on  Easter  Sunday. 


tiered  seating  for  75  persons,  music 
library,  and  practice  rooms,  will  be 
constructed.  A  large,  functional  kitchen 
with  stainless  steel  equipment  is  part  of 
the  new  complex.  Modifications  are 
being  made  to  the  present  sanctuary  for 
conversion  to  a  fellowship  hall-game 
room,  accommodating  all  forms  of 
recreation  from  basketball  and 
shuffleboard  to  skating  and  other  similar 
types  of  sports.  This  room  will  also  be 
used  for  dinners  and  receptions. 

Reverends  W.  Odell  Simmons  and  Joe 
A.  Hoover,  ministers,  were  assisted  in 
the  ground  breaking  service  by  Dr. 
James  J.  Caraway,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent,  and  Dr.  H.  L.  Johns,  Sr.. 
Minister  Emeritus. 


Correction  on 

Pre-Conference 

Report 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  William  R. 
London  Jr.,  executive  director  of  the 
Metropolitan  Ministries  in  New  Orleans 
asks  that  we  clarify  the  Pre-Conference 
Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Ministries. 
He  says  the  report  should  have  included 
the  following  information: 

The  purposes  of  Metropolitan 
Ministries  are:  1 )  To  develop  a  strategy 
of  mission  in  the  metropolitan  area  that 
would  include  evangelism,  social 
service  and  social  change  agencies;  2) 
To  motivate,  strengthen,  and  enable 
local  indigenous  expressions  of  the 
church  to  engage  in  human  and 
community  development. 

Our  projects  presently  include:  1) 
Emergency  Assistance,  2)  Prep-Job 
Training,  3)  Counseling.  4)  New 
Orleans  Emergency  Food  Bank,  5) 
Metropolitan  Ministries'  Emergency 
Food  and  Clothes  Closet.  There  were 
3,300  persons  served  in  these  particular 
areas. 

List  of 

suggested  delegates 

The  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity, 
with  the  cooperation  of  District 
Presidents  of  the  United  Methodist  Men 
and  United  Methodist  Women,  as  well 
as  the  District  Superintendents,  are 
compiling  a  list  of  suggested  names  tr 
be  elected  as  Lay  delegates  to  General 
.  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences. 


Around  the  Conference 

Living  in  tents 


The  lists  are  being  compiled  by 
committees  in  each  district  and  then 
are  being  coordinated  by  Truman  Ward 
of  New  Orleans,  Committee  Chairman. 

If  there  are  names  that  you  wish  to 
submit  from  your  district  that  may  not 
be  included  in  the  selection  by  your 
district  committee,  please  forward  that 
information  to  Truman  Ward,  to  arrive 
at  his  address,  at  least  12  days  before 
the  Annual  Conference  meet.  Ward’s 
address  is:  500  Walker  St.,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70124. 

Perkins  dinner 
planned 

Present  and  former  students  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  and  their 
friends  and  spouses  will  gather  for  their 
annual  banquet  during  Conference  on 
Wednesday.  May  30,  at  5:30  p.m.  in  the 
Hunter  Activities  Building  of  First 
UMC,  Shreveport.  Dr.  Claus  Rohlfs  will 
be  speaking. 

Reservations  are  to  be  made  by  May 
21  with  the  Rev.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin, 
Box  156,  Luling,  La.  70070.  Payment  of 
$5.25  each  will  be  made  during 
Conference. 

Retired  minister’s 
home  dedicated 

MINDEN  -  On  May  6,  Rev.  James 
and  Nevylon  Hodges  had  an  open  house 
and  dedication  service  for  the  retired 
minister's  home  in  which  they  are 
residing  in  Minden. 

Present  for  the  special  dedication 
vas  the  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
and  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  Ruston 
District  Superintendent. 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  College  students 
from  Tulane,  University  of  New 
Orleans  and  Southern  University  of 
New  Orleans  and  adults  from  First 
UMC  here  recently  enjoyed  a  “tent 
camping”  weekend  at  Clear  Springs  in 
Bude,  Miss. 

The  Reverends  Jerry  James, 
minister  at  First  UMC.  New  Orleans; 
Robert  Wagner,  Tulane  Wesley 
Foundation  Director;  and  Jerry  Fuller, 
Wesley  Campus  minister  at  UNO  and 
SUNO,  led  the  group  in  canoeing, 
hiking,  exploring  and  camping. 

Since  the  different  groups  had  never 
been  together  before,  it  was  an 
inspiration  to  see  growth  emerge 
between  new  friends. 

This  was  the  first  time  many  of  the 
young  adults  had  experienced  living  in 
tents  and  sharing  in  meal  preparations 
in  the  outdoors. 

No  ‘band-aid’ 
approach 

Dr.  Lamar  E.  Smith  recently 
presented  a  check  to  Dr.  William  H. 
Patrick,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Church 
Sponsored  Agricultural  Science 
Education  Program  on  World  Hunger. 
Dr.  Smith’s  check  is  from  University 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  University  Church 
is  one  of  many  congregations  in  the 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  and  the  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  Districts 
underwriting  this  program  that  will 
bring  scientists  from  food  deficient 
countries  to  study  on  campuses  in  the 


USA. 

One  scholarship  for  $6,000  is  already 
available.  Applications  are  coming  in 
from  Africa  and  Asia.  The  task  force  is 
hoping  that  a  second  scholarship  will 
be  funded  before  the  fall  term  begins. 
After  completing  a  Graduate 
Degree! s),  the  food  scientists  will 
return  to  their  home  countries  and 
continue  in  their  struggle  against  their 
people’s  hunger 

Concerning  this  program,  originally 
conceived  by  Dr.  Patrick  and  adopted 
by  the  two  districts,  Bishop  Shamblin 
wrote,  “This  is  not  just  a  ‘band-aid’ 
approach,  but  is  getting  to  the  root 
causes  of  world  hunger.  This  is  a 
tremendously  constructive  response  to 
this  great  need.  This  is  the  kind  of 
project  that  I  wish  could  ...  be 
expanded  through  other  districts  in  the 
conference.” 

Six  Flags 
trip  set 

SHREVEPORT  —  The  Shreveport 
Metropolitan  Ministries  will  sponsor  a 
bus  trip  to  Six  Flags  Over  Georgia  on 
July  1-4. 

The  tour  will  also  include  a  tour  of 
many  of  the  historic  sites  in  the  Atlanta 
area  Interested  persons  should  contact 
Rev  James  Graham  by  writing  him  at 
P.  O  Box  112,  Shreveport,  La.  71161  or 
call  him  at  424-9760  or  797-2464  in  order 
to  get  more  information  about  the  trip 

The  registration  deadline  is  June  11. 
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■Editorials- 


'the  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Handgun  control  legislation  is 
needed  to  reduce  violent  crime 


It  is  ironic  that  the  principle  of 
international  arms  control  has  received 
so  much  support  in  recent  years  from 
within  the  various  branches  of  our 
federal  government,  while  the  issue  of 
controlling  the  sale  and  use  of  handguns 
within  our  own  country  has  been 
consistently  sidestepped. 

So  far  in  1979,  2,355  Americans  have 
been  killed  by  handgun  wielding  fellow 
citizens.  Most  of  these  deaths  were  not  a 
,  matter  of  a  hardened  criminal  shooting 

•  an  innocent  victim  while  committing  a 
crime.  Most  were  matters  of  friends 
shooting  friends,  children  shooting 
parents,  or  spouses  shooting  spouses  in 

;  the  heat  of  an  emotional  moment. 

Such  statistics  should  not  be  surprising 
in  a  nation  where  one  handgun  exists  for 
,  every  four  persons  —  where  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  handguns  are  sold 

Barriers  unfair 

A  Vietnam  veteran  confined  to  a 
wheelchair  after  war  wounds  left  him 
paralyzed  from  the  waist  down,  told  in  a 
recent  newspaper  account  of  meeting  a 

•  "worse  fear  than  (he)  ever  faced  in  the 
war"  when  he  found  himself  trapped  in 
an  auditorium  after  a  musical  concert. 
He  had  been  assisted  into  the  building  by 

’  friends  who  later  forgot  about  him.  When 
the  concert  ended  and  the  huge  hall 
emptied  he  realized  he  could  not  get  out 
by  himself  and  could  possibly  be  trapped 
'there  for  days  until  someone  found  him. 

•  "The  auditorium  was  a  prison  to  me 
because  of  the  way  it  was  built,"  he  said. 
"If  a  maintenance  man  had  not  found  me 

’•I  could  have  died  right  there.” 

It  is  difficult  for  those  of  us  accustomed 
to  having  the  constant  service  of  sound 
legs  to  fully  realize  the  barriers  we  have 
designed  into  many  of  our  public 
buildings  —  including  churches.  Persons 
with  physical  handicaps  are  often  not 
only  hindered  from  taking  part  in  many 
of  the  activities  others  take  for  granted, 
but  some  building  designs  make  such 
participation  impossible. 

Many  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
'  recent  years  have  taken  steps  to  make 
’  their  facilities  more  accessible  to  the 
'  handicapped  —  including  ramps  and 
"curb-outs”  for  wheelchairs,  wider 
doors,  elevators,  and  other  building 
changes. 

Many  others,  however,  have  not  yet 
considered  the  importance  of  this  effort 
toward  inclusiveness. 

We  urge  congregations  planning  new 
'  facilities  to  consider  the  handicapped  in 
their  designs  and  we  urge  all  local 
’churches  to  consider  changes  in  their 
'facilities  that  might  be  made  to  “tear 


without  restrictions  —  where  there  are 
no  adequate  regulations  even  for  keeping 
track  of  who  owns  handguns. 

Polls  conducted  in  recent  years  by  the 
George  Gallup  Corporation  and  others 
consistently  show  that  most  Americans 
favor  some  form  of  handgun  control. 
Most  recently,  Cambridge  Reports,  Inc., 
conducted  a  poll  which  shows  88  percent 
of  all  Americans  believe  there  should  be 
a  waiting  period  for  handgun  purchases 
and  82  percent  favor  licensing  handgun 
owners. 

Still,  year  after  year,  handgun  control 
legislation  fails  to  make  it  through  the 
U.S.  Congress. 

The  Carter  administration,  after 
making  pro-handgun  control  statements 
throughout  its  political  campaign  and 
into  the  first  two  years  of  office,  now  has 
apparently  shifted  its  efforts  into  low 
gear.  President  Carter  recently 
announced  at  a  news  conference  that, 
while  he  still  supports  the  idea  of 
handgun  control,  he  will  no  longer 
actively  pursue  such  legislation  — 
leaving  the  initiative  up  to  the  Congress. 

Along  with  that  announcement  were 
hints  that  his  reasons  for  not  pursuing  the 
issue  were  political  —  leaving  many 
observers  and  columnists  to  speculate 
that  the  “political  reasons"  were  closely 
associated  with  the  pressure  of 
Washington’s  powerful  pro-handgun 
lobby,  which  includes  firearms 
manufacturers  and  the  National  Rifle 
Association.  It  is  this  group  of  lobbyists, 
says  The  Christian  Science  Monitor, 
which  pumped  nearly  $500,000  into  the 
campaigns  of  21  senators  and  142 
members  elected  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  last  fall. 

Although  we  are  not  naive  enough  to 
believe  that  handgun  control  legislation 
will  in  itself  eliminate  the  problem  of 
violent  crime  in  America,  we  believe 
such  legislation  is  a  positive  step  toward 
reducing  the  incidence  of  murder  and 
other  violent  crimes  against  persons. 

We  believe  federal  handgun  control 
legislation  is  valid: 

•  pragmatically.  Handguns,  because 
they  can  be  concealed  easily,  lend 
themselves  naturally  to  use  in  violent 
crime.  They  have  nothing  to  do  with 
hunting  as  a  sport.  They  are  people 
killers.  It  seems  logical  that  anything 
which  can  be  done  to  regulate  their  sale 
and  use  will  be  to  the  benefit  of  all  peace- 
loving  persons  in  our  society. 

•  theologically.  It  is  not  difficult,  from 
looking  at  death  statistics,  to  see  the 
relationship  between  uncontrolled 
handgun  ownership  and  human 
suffering.  Concern  for  human  life  is  basic 
to  the  Christian  faith  and  preservation  of 
human  life  is  a  sacred  charge  from  God. 
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United  Methodism  plays  to  lose 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  THOMAS  C.RIEKE 

In  the  midst  of  a  series  of  headlines 
relating  to  a  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting,  your  issue  of  May  4,  1979, 
carried  a  head  reading,  "Council  sets 
basic  fund  level  ’’  A  casual  reader 
would  note  —  probably  with  pleasure  — 
that  several  positive  actions  were  taken 
by  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  at  its  recent  meeting. 

I  applaud  the  graduated  increases 
programmed  for  the  World  Service  Fund 
for  the  next  quadrennium.  Help  for  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  in  the  form  of  partial 
reimbursement  of  legal  costs  and  a 
feasibility  study  in  the  area  of 
communications  are  noteworthy  actions. 

The  reader  would  have  gasped  a  bit  at 
the  figure  of  $121.5  million  for  World 
Service  for  the  four  years  of  the  next 
quadrennium.  That  sounds  like  a  lot  of 
money  —  and  it  is  —  until  matched 
against  the  existing  need  for  these  funds 
and  compared  with  the  present  growth  in 
giving  by  United  Methodists. 

The  reader  might  be  so  discriminating 
as  to  relate  the  proposed  increases  in 
World  Service  to  the  rate  of  inflation.  If 
that  were  done,  an  even  more 
discouraging  fact  would  emerge.  Yearly 
increases  of  $1.8  million,  $1.4  million,  $1.2 
million  and  $1.2  million  for  the  next  four 
years  (1980-84)  are  dismal.  In  regard  to 


its  World  Service  askings,  United 
Methodism  is  playing  to  lose!  To  propose 
such  small  giving  increases  is  to  invite 
failure,  misread  current  giving  trends 
and  underestimate  United  Methodist 
capacities  for  generosity. 

The  pessimism  of  our  financial  leaders 
is  discouraging.  They  seem  to  assume 
either  that  our  people  are  incapable  of 
giving  or  unwilling  to  share  generously 
with  this  basic  course.  Neither 
assumption  is  clorrect  in  our  perception. 
The  Stewardship  Staff  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  has  traveled  widely  and 
observed  a  very  positive  attitude  in 
United  Methodism.  Giving  is  up 
significantly  and  conference  after 
conference  is  showing  dollar  receipts  in 
record  amounts.  A  number  of  churches 
have  overpledged  their  budgets. 

While  one  example  does  not,  by  itself, 
justify  a  conclusion,  an  increasingly 
typical  response  was  heard  at  a 
workshop  on  Saturday,  April  28.  A 
congregation  of  26  families  with  one 
known  tither  among  them  did  an  every 
member  commitment  program  suited  to 
their  situation.  That  effort  last  fall 
produced  pledges  of  $13,000.  First 
quarter  receipts  exceeded  $6,000  and  50 
percent  of  the  congregation  now  tithe. 

Underestimating  the  willingness  of  our 
people  to  give  is  an  insult  to  their 
commitment.  It  encourages  lower 


Christians  should  avoid  politics 


down  the  barriers."  Likewise  we.hope  _while  regulating  handgu„s  .wiu  not 


Christians  will  become  advocates  for  the 
handicapped  whenever  any  public 
building  is  being  designed  in  the 
community. 

The  U.S.  Veterans  Administration 
offers  tips  on  how  a  building  can  be  made 
accessible  to  the  handicapped  in  a 
booklet  entitled  “Accommodations  for 
the  Physically  Handicapped”  (Bulletin 
H-08-3).  It  can  be  received  free  of  charge 
by  writing:  Veterans  Administration, 
Washington,  D.C.  20420. 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition  at 
-First  UMC,  Flora.  Illinois  (Southern 
.  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

^  Each  week  about  400  subscriber- 
'  families  at  First  UMC  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  their 
own  local  church  news  printed  on  the 
front  and  general  church  news  and 
.  comment  printed  on  three  other  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  in  Flora  we  say : 
"Welcome." 


totally  eliminate  human  beings  killing 
other  human  beings,  it  is  a  step  in  a 
direction  we  believe  is  called  for  in  the 
promise  of  Jesus  Christ  for  abundant  life. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  we 
support  the  pro-gun  control  stance  which 
has  been  taken  by  the  last  two  United 
Methodist  General  Conferences.  We  hope 
the  1980  General  Conference  will 
reaffirm  this  stand. 

In  the  meantime,  we  urge  individual 
United  Methodists  to  make  themselves 
heard  on  this  issue  by  writing  both  the 
President  and  their  congressional 
representatives  in  support  of  handgun 
controls. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

John  is  23  years  old;  his 
greatest  skill  is  killing 


To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  I  must  respond  to  the  Rev.  Jack 
D.  Heacock’s  article  “Should  Christians 
really  ‘stay  out  of  politics’  of  the  world?” 
(TM/UMR,  April  20). 

Although  moral  issues  and  politics  can 
merge,  much  of  the  time  this  is  not  the 
case.  Law  is  only  a  tool.  Much  of  our  law 
comes  from  English  Common  Law,  but  is 
often  ignored  by  judges.  Much  of  our  law 
comes  from  Jewish  Law. 

God  didn’t  tell  Moses  to  go  into  politics. 
He  told  him  to  go  to  Egypt  and  bring  His 
people  out.  He  didn’t  form  a  political 
party.  He  couldn’t  do  it  alone;  he  needed 
God’s  power.  The  Hebrews  didn’t  strike. 
They  left  Egypt  after  God  showed  his 
power  to  Pharoah. 

Many  people  did  not  know  Christ,  and 
do  not  know  Him.  Herod  thought  He  was 
an  earthly  King. 

Christianity  has  been  used  for  warfare 
—  a  means  of  politics.  Tsar  Nicholas" 
thought  Paul  meant  rulers  to  be 
respected,  but  forgot  to  be  humbled. 
Christians  followed  fascism  politics  and 
more  Christians  died  in  the  war  than 
Jews. 

The  disciples  didn’t  form  a  political 
party.  They,  didn’t  need  one.  Their  power 
didn’t  come  from  man.  There  was  some 
inner  bickering,  but  Webster’s  says 
politics  is  the  art  or  science  of  governing. 
Of  the  disciples,  only  John  suffered  a 
peaceful  death. 

Jesus  warned  against  the  "teachers  of 
the  Law”  in  Matthew  23,  Mark  12:38-40, 
Luke  11:37-53.  Politics  can  be  a  divisive 
and  corruptive  influence  for  power. 

Richard  M.  Locke 
Evanston,  Illinois 

Muzorewa  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  Bishop  Muzorewa 
on  his  overwhelming  victory  at  the  polls 
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John  is  proud  of  his  new  T-shirt.  He 
also  is  proud  of  the  wound  above  his  right 
eye,  now  wrapped  with  a  white  bandage. 

The  T-shirt  reads:  "Visit  beautiful 
Rhodesia.  Meet  exotic  people  and  kill 
them."  The  wound  over  his  eye  came 
from  a  firefight  two  days  earlier  with  the 
forces  of  Patriotic  Front  leader  Robert 
Mugabe.  During  the  fight  he  killed  two 
"exotic  people.” 

John  is  a  23-year-old  American 
mercenary  who  says  he  came  to 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  more  than  a  year 
ago  because  “no  war  was  available  in  the 
United  States”  and  he  had  a  "burning 
desire  to  fight  communism.”  He 
wouldn’t  tell  me  his  last  name  because  he 
doesn’t  want  relatives  in  the  United 
States  to  know  where  he  is. 

We  talked  in  the  coffee  shop  of  a 
Salisbury  Hotel  while  I  was  in  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  covering  the  general  elections 
for  TM/UMR.  He  came  to  the  hotel 
looking  for  an  American  journalist  to 
whom  he  could  give  his  opinions  on  the 
war  here.  He  had  hoped  for  someone 
from  The  New  York  Times,  but  settled 
for  me  with  an  “any-port-in-a-storm” 
resignation. 

“I  don’t  know  what  kind  of  crap  the 
Africans  around  here  have  been  feeding 
you,  but  I’ve  come  here  to  tell  you  the 
truth  about  this  place,”  he  started,  his 
eyes  cutting  into  mine  in  a  way  that  sent 
a  chill  of  realization  through  me  —  a 
realization  that  this  man  was  a  killer. 

From  here  he  launched  himself  into  a 
tirade  —  degrading  Africans,  praising 
whites,  cursing  Jews,  and  charging 
communists  will  "destroy  the  world  if 
people  like  me  don’t  stand  up  for 
freedom.” 

As  he  wound  down  his  speech  and 
raked  the  blond  hair  back  out  of  his  eyes, 
he  seemed  to  relax  a  bit.  He  lit  a 
cigarette,  leaned  back,  looked  me  in  the 
eye  and  asked:  "Now  what  do  you  want 
to  ask  me?” 

"Why  do  you  want  to  kill  people?”  I 
asked,  hoping  my  voice  wasn’t  betraying 


the  strange  combination  of  fear  and 
disgust  which  had  welled  up  inside  me  as 
he  had  spoken. 

"That’s  what  I’ve  been  trained  to  do. 
And  I  do  it  very  well,”  he  replied.  "I 
joined  the  Marine  Corps  when  I  was  19 
and  spent  some  time  in  Nam  (Vietnam). 
I  developed  skills  there  I  think  are 
valuable  in  the  fight  against  com¬ 
munism.  Then  when  the  war  ended,  I 
realized  that  outside  of  the  remote 
possibility  of  an  attack  on  San  Francisco 
my  skills  were  going  to  go  to  waste.  ” 

"I  was  sitting  in  a  bar  one  day  in 
Honolulu  and  this  man  came  up  and 
asked  me  if  I  would  like  to  fight 
communists,”  he  continued.  "The  man 
said  he  represented  Robin  Moore  —  the 
guy  who  wrote  the  book  about  the  Green 
Berets  —  and  that  soldiers  were  needed 
in  Africa. 

"He  gave  me  the  names  of  some  people 
here  and  promised  me  $500  a  week  to 
come  here  and  fight.  I  bought  a  ticket  out 
of  my  own  money  and  just  showed  up.  I 
found  out  the  s.o.b.  had  lied  to  me  about 
the  money  and  I  had  to  find  work  on  my 
own.  I  am  now  a  security  guard  for  a 
farmer.  I  guard  his  trucks  and  kill 
terrorists.” 

“What’s  this  newspaper  you  work 
for?”  he  asked  me. 

I  explained  to  him  briefly  about 
TM/UMR. 

“Then  I  guess  you  understand  what 
I’m  talking  about,”  he  said.  "We  people 
who  believe  in  God  have  to  stick  together 
against  communists.” 

“Do  you  believe  in  God?”  I  asked  him. 

"I  don’t  think  about  it  much.  But  I 
guess  Ido,”  he  replied. 

“How  could  a  person  get  to  where  he 
is?”  I  thought  to  myself,  looking  at  the 
hard  face  in  front  of  me.  "Is  there  any 
hope  for  a  man  like  this?" 

I  went  back  to  my  room  feeling  I  should 
pray  for  him.  But  finally,  all  I  could  seem 
to  do  was  cry. 

—BUD  HERRON 


in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  (TM/UMR,  April 
27  and  May  4).  Without  a  doubt  he  will 
carry  out  his  pledge  to  make  his  country 
a  democracy  and  a  Christian  nation. 
Thanks,  too,  to  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 
of  the  East  Ohio  Area  for  making  it 
possible  for  "average”  United 
Methodists  to  contribute  to  Bishop 
Muzorewa ’s  campaign. 

The  sad  part  of  this  story  was  the 
backing  of  Mugabe  and  Nkomo,  the 
communists,  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  President  Carter.  When, 
Oh!  When,  Will  They  Ever  Learn! 

Jack  Davis 
Kerrville,  Texas 

Coverage  ‘masterpiece’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Bud  Herron’s  firsthand  report  of  the 
election  in  Rhodesia  is  a  journalistic 
masterpiece  from  two  points  of  view. 

One  —  the  story  is  balanced,  extremely 
interesting,  and  a  good  piece  of  news 
reporting. 

The  second  —  your  willingness  to  send 
a  reporter  from  Dallas  to  Salisbury, 
Zimbabwe  (Rhodesia),  to  cover  this 
story  reflects  a  sound  commitment  to ' 
finding  the  truth  and  telling  it  like  it  is. 

My  sincere  congratulations  to  you,  to 
Bud  Herron,  and  to  the  rest  of  your  news 
team. 

Roger  L.  Burgess 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Picture  demeaning 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  appalled  at  the  response  of  the 
Paradise  UMC  to  a  district  superin¬ 
tendent’s  advice  to  liven  up  charge  con¬ 
ferences  ("What  a  birthday”  under 
"People  in  the  news,”  TM/UMR, 
March  30). 

How  demeaning  to  females!  Why  not 
have  a  teenage  Adonis  pop  out  of  a  cake? 
How  can  women  hope  to  gain  equality 
with  such  behavior  supported  by  a 
church  body?  (I  doubt  that  such 
entertainment  will  ever  be  stopped  at 
stag  parties. ) 

As  an  alternative,  one  might  obtain 
some  lions  from  the  local  zoo  and  turn 
them  loose  at  the  next  charge 
conference. 

Another  article  in  the  same  issue, 
"Christian  feminists  eye  religion,”  offers 
a  sensible  approach  to  female  thought 
and  action. 

Betty  W.  Burnett 
Los  Alamos,  New  Mexico 

Behind  times 

To  the  Editor: 

Jim  Sweeney  (TM/UMR  letters,  April 
27)  is  behind  the  times.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  already  a  dry 
creekbed. 

Joel  H.  Bugg 
Riverside,  Texas 

Study  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  I  must  speak  out  on  the  article 
"Here  I  Stand”  written  by  the  Rev. 
George  Gardner  Hill  in  the  April  27  issue 
of  TM/UMR. 

He  states  in  his  article  that  we  are  to 
“look  to  the  Gospels  and  see  what  Jesus 
is  like”  and  goes  on  to  say  that  we  are  to 
use  Jesus  as  a  pattern  for  our  lives.  This 
is  all  true. 

Then  Mr.  Hill  goes  on  to  say,  “On  the 
matter  of  homosexuality,  for  instance, 
the  church  should  say  and  do  exactly 
what  Jesus  said  and  did  —  nothing.” 

I  believe  he  has  missed  the  point 
somewhere  along  the  line.  I  further 
believe  that  just  because  we  think  that 
Jesus  did  not  speak  out  against  certain 
things  does  not  mean  he  actually 
approved  of  them.  The  Gospel  writers 
state  that  if  they  wrote  everything  Jesus 
said  or  did  .  .  .  “that  even  the  world  itself 
could  not  contain  the  books  that  should  be 
written.”  (John21:25b). 

Mr.  Hill  obviously  believes  that  we 
should  also  search  the  rest  of  the 
Scriptures  because  he  quotes  from  the 
writings  of  the  Apostle  Paul  twice  in  his 
article. 

I,  therefore,  believe  that  God  left  some 
of  the  other  advice  and  teachings  to  be 
written  by  other  writers  of  the  Bible  and  I 
would  respectfully  ask  Mr.  Hill  to  study 


what  Paul  had  to  say  about 
homosexuality  in  his  writings. 

Mrs.  Connolly  R.  O’Brien 
Arthur  City,  Texas 

Rule  discriminates 

To  the  Editor: 

There  is  something  that  has  concerned 
me  about  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  I  feel  that  I  must  speak  out  about  it. 

For  many  years  I  have  belonged  to  the 
Methodist  Church  and  thought,  as  a 
denomination,  it  was  outstanding  in  its 
defense  of  and  support  for  minority 
groups.  Now  I  find  that  the  Discipline 
states  that  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  over  72  years  of  age 
may  be  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Administrative. Board,  having  "a  voice, 
but  no  vote.”  Isn’t  this  discrimination 
against  a  minority? 

In  this  day  when  senior  citizens  are 
being  urged  to  vote  in  elections,  take  part 
in  community  activities,  stay  interested 
in  what  is  going  on  in  the  world,  it  doesn’t 
make  sense  that  our  church  says  "don’t 
vote.”  Reading  between  the  lines,  it 
sounds  like  “Older  member,  you  can 
pray  for  the  church  all  you  want  and 
don’t  forget  to  give,  but  we  aren’t 
interested  in  your  opinions.” 

I  know  that  some  older  members  are 
sometimes  given  credit  for  holding  a 
church  back,  but  I  also  know  that  they 
sometimes  hold  it  up  and  support  it. 

In  the  later  years  when  people  are  not 
needed  by  employers  or  families, 
shouldn’t  the  church  be  the  one  group 
that  is  fully  supportive? 

This  isn’t  really  my  problem  yet,  as  I 
have  nine  years  before  I’m  “benched” 
but  I  am  concerned  for  those  it  affects 
now. 

Evelyn  LaForr 
Auxvasse,  Missouri 

Issues  important 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  Local  Pastor  I  have  no  vote  at  our 
annual  conference.  I  sincerely  urge 
everyone  who  does,  however,  to  vote  very 
prayerfully  and  carefully  for  those  who 
will  be  elected  at  our  conferences  this 
year  to  represent  us  at  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

Many  vital  issues  will  be  placed  before 
them  and  I  hope  they  have  strong  enough 
Christian  conviction  to  take  a  stand 
rather  than  trying  to  continue  to  straddle 
the  fence. 

I  am  convinced  that  their  decisions  will 
determine  the  effectiveness,  if  not  the 
very  survival,  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

They  all  should  be  in  our  prayers. 

C.  Gordon  Bloomberg 
Clymer,  New  York 


support  of  the  church  at  all  levels  and 
sends  people  in  search  of  more  local  and 
national  projects  worthy  of  their 
commitment.  The  religious  media  siphon 
off  countless  dollars  to  which  United 
Methodist  causes  have  failed  to  ldy 
claim.  Worthy  general  agency  goals  arid 
programs  starve  for  adequate  funding. 
The  church  at  all  levels  cannot  be  served 
as  well  because  the  resources  are  nbt 
available. 

It  can  be  admitted  that  not  every 
general  agency  effort  has  been  equal  to 
the  trust  placed  in  it.  There  is  room  for 
improvement  and  the  church  should  sde 
that  it  is  made  and  promptly. 

But  such  shortcomings  should  not  be 
taken  as  signals  for  retreat.  The  local 
churches  of  United  Methodism  are,  for 
the  most  part,  concerned  and  vital  iri 
their  ministry.  And  they  have  the  right  to 
expect  their  financial  leaders  to  discern 
this  trend  and  enhance  it. 

How  discouraging  that  leaders  do  not 
read  the  signs  of  the  times.  Tired 
programs  and  thread-bare  proposals  will 
not  suffice.  It  is  time  that  United 
Methodism  seizes  its  opportunity  to 
reach  the  world  for  Christ.  Small  quotas 
for  giving  to  an  important  mission  will 
not  do  the  job.  Where  are  the  bold 
adventurous  persons  of  faith  who  are 
capable  of  leading  us  beyond  a 
succession  of  failures  to  an  era  of  vital 
ministry? 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributors  are:  the  Rev. 
Timothy  Tam,  pastor  of  Chinese  United 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Francisco, 
California  (California-Nevada  Annual 
Conference);  and  Thomas  C.  Rieke, 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship' s  Stew¬ 
ardship  Section. 

Taiwanese 
separation 
not forced 

By  TIMOTHY  TAM 

Differences  surfaced  at  the  recent 
National  Asian  American  Convocation 
(TM/UMR,  December  22,  1978).  The 
adoption  of  the  resolution  to  recognize 
the  Taiwanese  (Formosans)  as  a 
separate  ethnic  group  caused  division 
among  the  Chinese  and  allowed  politics, 
unfortunately,  to  overshadow  the 
convocation’s  priority  goal  of  “unity.” 

The  forming  of  a  Taiwanese  entity  is 
more  political  than  ethnic.  They  support 
a  movement  that  is  fighting  for 
independence  from  the  present 
government  in  Taiwan  (Republic  of 
China).  Meanwhile,  Mainland  China 
(The  People’s  Republic  of  China )J  claims 
Taiwan  is  One  of  her  provinces,  so  the 
Taiwanese  group  is  concerned  with  the 
human  rights  of  their  people  on  the 
island.  Their  political  differences  are 
with  these  respective  governments,  riot 
with  the  National  Chinese  Caucus  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States. 

Unfortunately,  the  Chinese  Caucus  was 
blamed  for  the  Taiwanese  group’s 
withdrawal.  However,  withdrawal  was 
initiated  by  the  Rev.  Jonah  Charig 
several  years  ago  when  he  requested 
separate  allocation  for  three  Formosan 
women  delegates  to  the  First  National 
Asian  Women’s  Seminar  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Hawaii  in  February 
1974.  What  happened  at  the  convocation 
was  the  culmination  of  years  of  planning 
and  efforts  of  the  Formosans  to  be 
recognized  as  a  separate  ethnic  groufu 
The  Chinese  Caucus,  at  the  various  local, 
conference,  jurisdictional  and  national 
levels,  has  invited  the  Formosans  to 
reunite  with  them,  but  they  did  not 
respond. 

Culturally,  we  have  much  in  common. 
The  Taiwanese  mass  emigrated  from 
China  more  than  300  years  ago  at  the  end 
of  the  Ming  Dynasty.  The  main  dialects 
spoken  are  Fukien,  which  originated 
from  Fukien  Province  in  China,  and 
Mandarin.  Both  are  Chinese  languages. 
The  churches  affiliated  with  the  National 
Chinese  Caucus  have  members  who  have 
come  from  either  China  or  Taiwan,  who 
speak  the  above  two  languages.  We 
regret  the  Taiwanese  separation  from 
our  caucus. 


Good  News  for 
Off  Seasons 


C.  A.  McClain  shares  the 
personal,  vocational,  and  spiritual 
crises  he  has  experienced  in  order 
to  help  others  who  may  also  be 
struggling.  He  believes  a  minister 
must  be  willing  to  preach  his 
convictions  no  matter  how 
controversial,  and  nurture  the 
Christian’s  spiritual  life  above  all. 
Dr.  McClain’s  vivid  and  colorful 
writing  style  makes  for  interesting 
reading.  $4.95,  paper 
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Nuclear  power  nixed 

Council  of  churches  takes  energy  stand 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  A  national  energy 
policy  which  “will  not  need  to  utilize 
nuclear  fission”  won  support  from  the 
nation’s  largest  ecumenical  body  here 
last  week. 

The  governing  board  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  (NCC), 
fneeting  May  9-11,  called  for  “serious, 
immediate  moves  toward  a  downturn  in 
dependence  on  nuclear  energy  and  the 
ultimate  elimination  of  dependence  on 
nuclear  power,”  according  to  its 
president,  the  Rev.  M.  William  Howard 
Jr.  of  New  York. 

While  not  advocating  immediate  shut¬ 
downs  of  nuclear  power  plants,  the 
president  said  “starting  construction  of 
new  nuclear  plants  or  activating  plants 
now  under  construction  would  be  seen  as 
a  violation  of  the  principle”  adopted  by 
the  council,  which  includes  32  Protestant 
and  Orthodox  denominations. 

The  action  came  in  a  statement  on  “the 
ethical  implications  of  energy  production 
and  use”  approved  by  a  vote  of  120  in 
favor,  26  opposed  and  one  abstention.  It 
received  the  unanimous  backing  of  the 
United  Methodist  delegation. 

Mr.  Howard  told  delegates,  “We  are 
concerned  that  we  have  a  source  of 
energy  experts  agree  cannot  be  free  of 
error  and  one  which  can  cause  inordinate 
amounts  of  damage  for  years.  This 
clearly  goes  beyond  a  technical  debate  to 
issues  of  morality.” 


Approval  of  the  energy  policy 
concluded  a  process  begun  in  March  1976 
when  the  265-member  governing  board 
mandated  a  broad  study  of  the  ethical 
implications  of  energy  and  development 
of  a  policy.  Subsequently,  a  120-member 
Energy  Study  Panel  was  appointed  and  a 
policy  proposed  in  May,  1978,  for  a  first 
reading. 

Up  for  adoption  at  the  Nov.  1978 
meeting,  the  governing  board  decided  to 
issue  the  lengthy  text  as  a  study  docu¬ 
ment  and  ordered  that  a  “concise”  policy 
statement  be  forwarded  to  the  May  1979 
meeting. 

The  approved  energy  policy  argues 
that  energy  technologies  must  be  judged 
according  to  ethical  values  such  as 
sustainability,  fairness  and  openness  to 
democratic  “input”  on  policy  decisions. 
It  suggests  eight  guidelines  for  decision¬ 
making  and  13  criteria  for  assessing 
energy  technologies,  such  as  safety,  re¬ 
source-savings,  resilience  and  employ¬ 
ment-production  factors. 

Nuclear  energy  debated 

The  statement  then  moves  into  a  10- 
point  outline  of  U.S.  energy  policy.  The 
most  controversial  point  —  one  which 
required  nearly  six  hours  of  debate  on 
the  policy  —  was  the  issue  of  nuclear 
energy. 

The  policy  supports  conservation  and 
the  development  of  renewable  energy 
sources,  such  as  solar  power,  rather  than 
reliance  on  a  long-term,  large  increase  in 


Ecumenical  movement 
seen  floundering  today 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  The  ecumenical 
movement  is  immobilized  today  because 
what  church  members  say  and  what  they 
do  about  Christian  unity  are  two  different 
things. 

That  finding  was  declared  here  last 
week  to  be  the  most  central  issue  facing 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  (NCC)  in  the  new  triennium,  by 
the  chairperson  of  a  panel  appointed  two 
years  ago  to  find  out  why  the  ecumenical 
movement  has  lost  its  vitality  and  is 
floundering. 

.  “Unless  the  National  Council  can  make 
.a  major  shift  to  claim  Christian  unity 
again  and  not'be  ashamed  of  it  —  unless 
it  can  find  a  new  integrity  and  direction 
—  ecumenical  structures  will  dissolve 
into  irrelevance,"  warned  the  Rev.  Paul 
Crow  in  a  report  to  the  NCC  governing 
board.  Dr.  Crow  is  ecumenical  officer  for 
Rpie  ,  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
, xihfist)  of  Indianapolis. 

The  panel  reported  that  the  NCC  is 
“immobilized”  in  a  “winter  of 
ecumenical  discontent’’  by  the 
“comfortable  formulas  of  the  last 
generation,”  by  the  “ancient  sin  of  the 
arrogance  of  denominationalism”  and  a 
•  failure  to  as  yet  to  find  new  definitions  in 
the  raging  debates  over  the  meaning  of 
“unity”  and  “mission/evangelism.”  Dr. 
Crow  said  “our  mandate  is  the  same  but 
the  world  has  changed.”  He  predicted 
-  there  is  only  a  50-50  chance  that  the  NCC 
governing  board  will  buy  the  panel’s 
-ideas:  “There  is  a  lot  of  investment 
,  among  church  leaders  in  the  present 
structure.” 

The  ecumenical  officer  said  the  panel 


found  three  areas  in  which 
denominations  are  “saying  one  thing  and 
doing  another”:  in  their  relations  with 
one  other,  in  the  way  they  allocate  their 
resources  and  in  their  interaction  with 
the  world. 

Dr.  Crow  told  TM/UMR  three  changes 
in  direction  are  “crucially  needed:  ” 

•  The  council  and  its  member  churches 
must  become  “unashamed  advocates  of 
Christian  unity.”  He  said  that  “just  doing 
things  together  cooperatively  or  in 
coalitions  —  without  being  one  people  of 
God  —  is  a  waste  of  time.” 

•  The  council  must  be 
“reconceptualized  with  a  minimum  of 
structure  and  maximum  of  caring”  as  a 
visible  sign  to  humankind  of  God’s 
ultimate  will  for  peace  and  unity. 

He  said  “the  church  is  supposed  to  give 
lessons  on  unity  but  instead  today  it  is 
actually  contributing  to  the  hostilities  in 
society.  “The  councils  should  be  a 
creative  energizer  that  would  challenge 
the  church  to  be  the  church.” 

•  Funding  patterns  must  be  changed  so 
every  member  church  contributes  to  the 
whole  council  and  the  council  —  as  a 
whole  body  —  decides  where  to  put  its 
funds  as  a  witness  to  oneness  in  Christ. 

Dr.  Crow  denounced  the  current 
“designated  giving”  pattern  by  which 
churches  pick  and  choose  particular 
projects  on  the  basis  of  what  helps  them 
get  their  business  done.  “This  is 
fragmenting  ecumenical  bodies.  It 
means  that  they  can  only  do  what  is 
fashionable  or  what  has  historically  been 
done.  The  councils  can’t  witness  to  what 
is  essential  or  emerging.” 


the  burning  of  coal,  or  the  utilization  of 
nuclear  fission. 

Delegates  heard  an  impassioned 
speech  by  the  Rev.  George  Outen, 
Washington,  D  C.,  who  urged  the  council 
to  “at  least  be  a  side-marker  if  not  a 
head-light  for  society.”  Dr.  Outen  said 
that  when  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to 
Jonah  a  second  time  he  answered 
because  he  had  been  in  the  shadow  of 
death.  “So  have  we,”  the  executive 
for  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  said,  referring  to  the  recent 
Three  Mile  Island  nuclear  power  plant 
incident. 

UM  position  noted 

Dr.  Outen  told  TM/UMR  the  adopted 
statement  is  consistent  with  the  United 
Methodist  position  which  is  “committed 
to  finding  alternate  sources  of  energy.” 

Another  UM,  Sally  Curtis  Askew, 
Buford,  Ga.,  said  she  didn’t  think  the 
Three  Mile  Island  incident  changed 
many  votes  but  it  made  the  issue  of 
safeguards  more  important. 

"Risk”  and  “safeguards”  were  key 
issues,  said  the  Rev.  Wilfred  Bailey,  a 
UM  pastor  from  Dallas,  who  favors  a 
strong  anti-nuclear  stance.  He  said  all 
the  delegates  were  heavily  lobbied  by  the 
nuclear  industry. 

An  outspoken  opponent  of  the  council’s 
energy  stance  was  Dr.  John  Simpson,  a 
retired  nuclear  scientist  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  from  Pittsburgh 
Pa. 

The  former  Westinghouse  employee 
told  fellow  delegates  Three  Mile  Island 
was  the  “most  misunderstood  incident  in 
recent  years.”  The  lesson  to  be  learned 
from  the  incident,  he  said,  was  “that  in 
spite  of  everything  going  wrong,  no  one 
was  hurt  and  at  no  time  was  the  public  in 
danger  except  from  hysteria.” 

Dr.  Simpson  warned  against  limiting 
nuclear  development  for  the  future  and 
said  other  energy  sources  had  problems, 
too. 

During  the  San  Antonio  meeting, 
members  of  the  governing  board  heard 
several  talks  on  solar  energy  and 
inspected  a  working  solar  energy  system 
at  Trinity  University. 

Dr.  Eugene  Clark,  director  of  the  solar 
project  said  common  myths  about  solar 
energy  —  that  it  is  too  diffuse,  too 
undependable,  too  expensive  and  too 
hard  to  implement  in  present  buildings  — 
are  untrue.  “It  works,  it’s  cleaner  than 
coal,  competitive  in  some  cases  with 
natural  gas  and  it  produces  jobs.”  The 
Trinity  University  system  provides  hot 
water  for  five  dormitories  and  the 
athletic  building,  about  40  percent  of  the 
heat  and  10  percent  of  the  air 
conditioning  from  lenses  located  on  the 
roof  of  the  athletic  building. 

Admitting  that  conversion  of  solar 
energy  to  electricity  is  still 
expensive,  the  physicist  said  that  by  the 
year  2000,  it  will  be  competitive  in  price 
as  well. 


SALT  II  ratification  urged 

In  other  action,  delegates  urged  the 
earliest  possible  ratification  of  SALT  II 
and  unanimously  passed  a  statement 
calling  for  a  total  ban  on  nuclear  arms 
testing,  new  nuclear  weapons  systems 
and  the  development  of  chemical  and 
radiological  weapons. 

The  document,  titled  “Choose  Life,” 
was  first  issued  by  religious  leaders  from 
the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R.  during  a  three- 
day  Geneva  conference  in  March. 


(  People  in  the  news... 


Waiting  to  go  home 

“If  the  Lord  wants  me  to  move,  I 
will  move,”  said  Maggie  Muzorewa 
recently  in  the  flower-decked  living 
room  of  her  home  in  Nashville.  Mrs. 
Muzorewa  is  waiting  for  a  call  to  go 
home  to  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  where 
her  husband,  UM  Bishop  Abel  Muzo¬ 
rewa  was  elected  that  nation’s 
first  black  prime  minister.  She  has 
been  living  in  exile  in  an  apartment 
near  the  Scarritt  College  campus 
since  1976.  Calling  herself  “a  servant 
of  the  Lord,”  Mrs.  Muzorewa  said,  “I 
am  very  sorry  to  be  separated  from 
home,  but  if  this  is  the  way  God  wants 
us  to  be,  I  am  happy,  for  God  is  the 
center  of  our  life.”  Mrs.  Muzorewa 
was  a  leader  of  United  Methodist 
Church  women  in  Rhodesia  before 
coming  back  to  Nashville,  where  her 
husband  had  received  a  Master’s 
Degree  from  Scarritt  in  1963. 


Recalling  life  in  Rhodesia,  she  says, 
“We  don’t  like  war.  We  wish  we  could 
have  peace.”  One  vivid  memory  is  of 
a  night  several  years  ago  when  a 
bomb  was  thrown  in  their  home  and 
one  son,  Philemon,  was  almost  killed. 

Junk  mail? 

At  first  Chaplain  (Lt.  Col.)  Cecil  D. 
Reed  thought  they  were  simply  pieces 
of  junk  mail.  Then  the  United 
Methodist  Army  chaplain  stationed  at 
Ft.  Ritchie,  Md.,  took  a  second  look. 
One  was  a  mailgram  from  the  White 
House  inviting  him  and  his  wife  to  the 
signing  of  the  Egypt-Israel  peace 
treaty  and  the  other  an  invitation  to 
the  state  dinner  after  the  ceremony. 
Needless  to  say,  they  went.  Chaplain 
Reed,  who  has  ministered  to  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  President  on 
many  occasions,  said  that  he  and  his 
wife  were  “appreciative  that  a  man 


with  so  much  on  his  mind  would 
remember  us  on  an  occasion  like 
this.” 


Cecil  D.  Reed 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

“Less  in  the  dark”  about  whom  to  vote 
for  is  how  many  members  of  the  73 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences  in 
the  U.S.  and  the  40  overseas  conferences 
may  have  felt  as  they  began  casting 
ballots  last  week. 

This  year  annual  conference  members 
are  electing  998  lay  and  clergy  delegates 
to  the  UMC’s  top  legislative  assembly, 
the  General  Conference,  which  meets 
once  every  four  years.  It  is  scheduled  to 
convene  April  15,  1980  in  Indianapolis. 
Another  920  delegates  will  be  elected  to 
join  the  first  group  as  delegates  to  the 
five  jurisdictional  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences,  which  will  meet  in  July  of 
1980. 

For  the  first  time  many  annual 
conferences  have  devised  some  sort  of 
official  way  to  gather  names  and 
biographical  sketches  of  nominees  and  to 
get  them  in  the  hands  of  the  voters  before 
the  first  ballots  are  cast. 

While  this  process  is  not  in  place  in 
utvZ  every  conference,' and  the  methods  vary 

widely  from  conference  to  conference, 
“it  is  a  trend  coming  across  the  church,” 
said  a  conference  lay  leader  who 
promoted  one  of  the  first  such  plans  back 
in  1974  for  the  Wisconsin  conference. 

Dr.  Leigh  Roberts,  a  psychiatrist  from 
Madison,  Wis.,  told  TM/UMR  “the  main 
advantage  is  to  provide  some 
biographical  familiarity  among  the 
voting  members  with  persons  they  might 
not  otherwise  know.  It  makes  the  election 
of  delegates  a  little  less  of  a  popularity 
contest.” 

The  lay  leader  said  the  Wisconsin  plan 
originally  applied  only  to  lay  elections, 
but  after  trying  out  the  procedure,  the 
conference  voted  in  1976  to  have  a  formal 
process  for  nominating  both  lay  and 
clergy  delegates  in  1979.  (Clergy 
delegates  are  elected  by  clergy  members 
of  an  annual  conference  and  lay 
delegates  by  lay  members. ) 

Dr.  Roberts  believes  that  the  new 
process  is  especially  helpful  for  lay 
members  because  many  do  not  know 
laypersons  from  other  sections  of  the 
conference.  But,  he  said,  it  also  gives 
more  opportunity  for  the  election  of 
clergywomen  and  ethnic  persons.  “We 
did  very  well  in  Wisconsin  in  1975  in 
getting  a  balanced  delegation.” 

The  goal  of  a  balanced  and  broadly 
representative  delegation  is  also  high  on 
the  list  for  Florida  UMs  who  have 
nominees  and  biographical  information 
before  them  for  the  first  time. 

Barbara  Wilcox  of  Lakeland,  Fla.,  who 
helped  prepare  the  list  of  almost  250 
names  for  publication,  told  TM/UMR  the 
nominees  represent  a  wide  spectrum  of 
ages  and  theological  and  social  views  as 
well  as  women  and  ethnic  persons. 

She  said  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference  also  hopes  the  nomination 
process  will  shorten  the  amount  of  time 


Pastor  is 
master  at 
‘whodunits’ 

TROY,  Kans.  (RNS)  -  While  most 
ministers  in  their  studies  are  likely  to 
be  preparing  next  Sunday’s  sermon, 
the  Rev.  Charles  Merrill  Smith  more 
probably  is  thinking  up  new  ways  for 
people  to  die. 

The  pastor  of  the  Troy  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  spends  his  spare  time 
writing  detective  novels. 

He  is  no  novice  as  an  author.  In  1965, 
while  a  minister  in  Bloomington,  Ill., 
he  wrote  a  best-selling  satire,  “How  to 
Become  a  Bishop  Without  Being 
Religious.”  He  followed  that  a  few 
years  later  with  "How  to  Talk  to  God 
When  You  Aren’t  Feeling  Religious." 

Lately,  he’s  turned  to  detective 
fiction.  His  last  three  books  have  been 
about  a  minister  in  a  large  church 
organization  who  solves  murders  as 
an  avocation. 

“Basically,  I’m  writing  the 
standard  detective  novel,”  Mr  Smith 
said  in  the  den  of  his  100-year-old 
parsonage  in  this  northeast  Kansas 
town. 

“I  don’t  put  too  much  sex  and 
violence  in  my  books,  but  I  put  some 
in,”  he  said.  “If  you  make  your 
characters  like  people  in  a  Sunday 
school  nobody  will  believe  it.  " 


Demonstrations  help,  exiled  pastor  claims 

BURLINGTON.  Vt.  —  Western  support  that  is  non-violent  but  highly  visible  and 
•  sustained  is  vital  to  the  success  of  the  Soviet  dissident  movement,  according  to  Pastor 
Georgi  Vins  (left),  exiled  leader  of  the  unregistered  reform  Baptists  in  the  USSR.  The 
exiled  pastor  answers  guestions  at  a  press  conference  here  after  release  from  a 
Soviet  jail  in  a  recent  exchange  for  Russian  spies  in  the  U.S. 

“Peaceful  demonstrations  arising  out  of  Christian  principles  are  important.”  he 
said.  “Whenever  there  was  support  action  in  the  West.  I  was  treated  better  by 
warders  and  prison  administrators.  When  there  was  no  support,  conditions 
immediately  became  worse.  All  Western  support  —  supplying  information, 
demonstrations  and  prayer — help  a  great  deal."  religious  newsservice  photo 

New  election  process 
tried  by  conferences 

needed  to  elect  its  large  delegation. 

Another  big  plus  for  the  new  election 
procedure,  she  said,  is  that  it  has 
involved  more  persons  in  the  process 
than  ever  before  and  surfaced  a  number 
of  persons  who  probably  would  never 
have  come  up  before.  “It  has  created  a 
good  atmosphere." 

The  procedures  vary  from  conference 
to  conference.  In  some  conferences, 
caucuses  or  districts  submit  names.  In 
others,  anyone  who  wishes  may  declare 
himself  or  herself  a  nominee.  In  still 
others  a  nominee  must  be  recommended 
by  five  members  of  the  annual 
conference.  But  the  common  goal 
appears  to  be  to  open  up  a  process  which 
many  conference  members  say  they 
approached  “blind-folded”  in  the  past. 

Dr.  Roberts  said  it  would  be  good  if  the 
1980  General  Conference  were  officially  to 
encourage  annual  conferences  to  adopt  a 
process  for  nominating  delegates  to  the 
church’s  lawmaking  assembly  every 
four  years. 


ENHANCE  YOUR  SUMMER 
at 

Scarritt  College 

Center  of  Continuing  Education 
Summer  of  ’79  events  include  offerings  in: 

•  The  Art  of  Aging,  with  Reuel  and  Valeta  Howe 

•  Diaconal  Certification  Courses  of  Study 

•  Pastoral  Counseling  in  the  Parish 

•  Ethnic  Christian  Education 

•  Global  and  Transcultural  Education 

•  A  System  Approach  to  Evaluation  in  the  Church 

•  Church  Music  Workshops  and  Seminars 


Yes,  I  am  interested  in  what  Summer  at  Scarritt  ’79  has  to  offer.  Please 
send  me  the  following  brochure(s): 

Degree  Programs  □  Center  of  Women’s  Studies  Programs  □ 

Center  of  Continuing  Education  Programs  □ 

Name _ 

Address _ 

umr2 


(Street)  (City)  (Slate) 

Mail  to:  Summer  at  Scarritt,  Scarritt  College, 
P.O.  Box  12334,  Nashville,  TN  37212. 


British  face  furor  over 
homosexuality  report 


LONDON  (RNS)  -  Personal 
relationships  between  Christians,  both 
heterosexual  and  homosexual,  should  be 
guided  by  ideals  rather  than  rules, 
according  to  a  controversial  Methodist 
report  issued  here. 

The  report,  in  effect,  urges  the 
Methodist  Church  to  reverse 
Christendom’s  traditional  condemnation 
of  homosexuals.  Instead,  it  is  asked  to 
affirm  that  the  quality  of  any 
homosexual  relationship  should  be 
assessed  by  the  same  basic  criteria 
applied  to  heterosexual  relationships. 

The  report  is  the  culmination  of  three 
years’  work  by  the  Methodist  Church 
Division  of  Social  Responsibility  and  the 
Faith  and  Order  Committee,  It  is 
expected  to  create  a  furor  when  it  comes 
before  Britain’s  annual  Methodist 


Conference  here  at  the  end  of  June.  If  the 
Conference,  the  supreme  governing  body 
of  the  church,  gives  its  backing  it  will 
become  official  Methodist  policy. 

Acknowledging  that  the  open 
acceptance  of  homosexuality  will 
present  problems  at  different  levels  in 
the  life  of  the  church,  the  report  points 
out  that  it  removes  the  grounds  for 
denying  any  persons  membership  or  an 
office  in  the  church  because  they  have  a 
particular  sexual  orientation. 

The  report  says  its  conclusions  are 
based  on  six  witnesses:  “The  Bible, 
reason,  the  traditional  teaching  of  the 
church,  the  personal  and  corporate 
experience  of  modern  Christians,  the 
understanding  provided  by  the  human 
sciences  and  what  may  be  called  the 
spirit  of  the  age.” 


UMs,  Lutherans 
draft  agreement 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  (RNS)  —  A  working 
paper  on  baptism  drawn  up  here  by 
participants  in  the  official  Lutheran- 
United  Methodist  dialogue  in  the  U.S. 
says  that  “because  baptism  witnesses  to 
Christian  unity  it  enables  transfer 
between  our  denominations.” 

The  document  adds  that  “when  person 
transfer  their  membership  between  our 
denominations,  they  should  not  feel  that 
they  have  thereby  broken  their  earlier 
baptismal  and  confirmation  promises.” 

According  to  the  document,  “each 
denomination  affirms  the  pastoral  and 
nurturing  ministry  of  the  other  .  .  .  and 
gladly  commits  members  to  the  care  of 
the  other  .  .  .  when  its  own  denomination 
does  not  provide  an  adequate  congrega¬ 
tional  family  for  those  (transferring) 
members." 

The  meeting  here  was  the  fifth  session 
of  the  U.S.  Lutheran-United  Methodist 
Theological  Dialogue,  w'hich  is  sponsored 
by  the  Ecumenical  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  Division  of  Theological  Studies  of  the 
Lutheran  Council  in  the  USA 


the  church 
today 

Multi-ethnic  Center 
opens  at  Drew 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMC)  —  To  recruit 
for  ministry,  to  support  work 
opportunities,  to  train  leadership  and  to 
discuss  theological  issues  —  those  are  the 
purposes  of  the  Multi-Ethnic  Center  for 
Ministry  inaugurated  last  month  at  Drew 
University  here.  The  center  is  meant  to 
serve  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction. 

The  center’s  mission  was  detailed  by 
the  Rev.  William  B  McClain,  its  director 
who  has  been  pastor  of  a  black  UM 
church  in  Boston.  He  said  in  addition  to 
providing  field  opportunities  and  in- 
service  training  for  both  clergy  and  laity, 
the  center  will  aim  to  encourage  “a 
broadly  inclusive,  pluralistic  theological 
discussion”  among  America’s  ethnic 
minorities. 

The  church  center,  similar  to  others  at 
Claremont,  Calif.,  and  Dallas,  Texas, 
will  serve  a  12-state  area  which  includes 
468  black,  Asian,  Hispanic  and  Native 
American  congregations. 

United  Methodist  Home 
celebrates  anniversary 

TOPEKA,  Kan.  (UMC)  -  An 
estimated  700  persons  surrounded  the 
United  Methodist  Home  here  April  29  in 
celebration  of  the  home's  75th  anniver¬ 
sary. 

Approximately  150  of  the  home’s  210 
residents  participated,  and  many 
denominations  from  the  Topeka  area 
were  represented  at  the  celebration. 

“We  are  in  a  continual  process  of 
learning  what  it  means  to  serve  older 
adults,”  said  the  Rev.  Jay  Irby, 
executive  director  of  the  home  “By  the 
year  2000  there  will  be  approximately  40 
million  older  adults  in  our  nation,  and  we 
will  need  to  have  supportive  help  so  that 
we  can  continue  to  make  it  possible  for 
older  adults  to  live  with  dignity  ’  ’ 

The  home  includes  full  service  care  for 
older  adults. 

Work  camp 
volunteers  needed 

WICHITA  FALLS,  Texas  -  The  roles 
have  changed. 

Last  year  the  youth  from  Floral 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church  went  to 
Liberia,  Africa  for  a  workcamp  —  and 
this  year  it  was  to  have  been  in  the  Ama¬ 
zon  basin  of  Bolivia.  But  since  the  disas¬ 
trous  tornado  of  April  10,  which  struck 
the  city  and  affected  more  than  100  mem¬ 
ber  families  of  the  church,  all  that  has 
changed. 

This  year  the  Floral  Heights  UMC 
youth  are  staying  home  and  inviting 
youth  from  across  the  country  to  join 
them  in  week-long  workcamps  to  restore 
the  disaster  areas.  The  workcamps  will 
be.housed  a  t  the  church  and  meals  will  be 
prepared  there. 

Interested  persons  and  groups  may 
write:  The  Rev.  Jim  Palmer,  2214  Tenth 
St.,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas  76309. 

Evangelism  foundation 
director  named 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  A  Florida 
pastor  has  been  named  executive 
director  of  the  30-year-old  United 
Methodist  Foundation  for  Evangelism. 

The  Rev.  Charles 
E.  Kinder,  pastor  of 
Christ  UMC  in  Le¬ 
high  Acres,  Fla., 
was  elected  at  a 
meeting  of  the 
foundation’s  board 
of  trustees  here 
April  2.  He  will  as¬ 
sume  his  new  posi- 
tion  June  1  with  of-  i 

fices  at  1910  Charles  Kinder 
Adelicia  Street  in  Nashville. 

Begun  by  the  late  Harry  Denman,  the 
foundation  has  assets  of  more  than 
$250,000.  For  each  of  the  last  10  years 
the  foundation  has  given  from  $35,000  to 
$40,000  for  special  evangelistic  projects 
related  to  the  denomination. 

Revised  evangelism  film 
almost  ready 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  A  United 
Methodist  evangelism  film  which  was 
recently  rejected  by  members  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  because  it  did  not 
adequately  reflect  the  diversity  within 
the  denomination  is  being  revised  and 
may  be  released  in  time  to  be  shown  at 
some  annual  conference  sessions  this 
spring. 

“Finding  the  Way  Forward,”  the  first 
evangelism  film  produced  by  the  denom¬ 
ination  in  20  years,  was  to  have  been 
a  key  element  in  the  denomination’s 
quadrennial  missional  priority  on  evang- 
gelism.  After  its  premiere  here  during 
the  board  meeting  late  in  March,  the  film 
was  criticized  for  not  including  enough 
ethnic  minority  churches  and  spokes¬ 
persons  and  for  not  reflecting  women  in 
leadership  roles. 


Summer  Workcamp 
Possibilities 

Work  in  tornado-damaged 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas 

Workcamps  now  being  scheduled  by 
Floral  Heights 
United  Methodist  Church 
2214  Tenth  Street 
Wichita  Falls.  Texas  76309 
(817)  723-4400 

Youth  —  Counselors  — 
Skilled  Adults 


Jogging  along 
together 

JACKSONVILLE!,  Texas  —  The  family  that  runs  together 
stays  together?  The  Rev.  Nick  Sholars 'and  his  wife  Marty 
may  have  added  a  new  twist  to  the  old  adage.  They  are 
shown  here  jogging  through  the  streets  of  Jacksonville, 
where  Mr.  Sholars  is  pastor  of  St.  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  couple  jogs  two  to  five  miles,  five  days  a  week.  They 
started  running  together  last  year,  training  for  a  mini¬ 
marathon,  according  to  a  story  by  Steve  Lee  in  the 
Jacksonville  Daily  Progress.  They  said  jogging  has  enabled 
them  to  have  a  common  hobby,  lose  weight,  drain  off 
anxiety  and  tension,  and  keep  their  bodies  in  good  shape. 

"What  really  turned  me  on  to  running  was  a  United 
Methodist  minister  in  Fort  Worth  —  Dr.  Ed  Otwell,”  Mr. 
Sholars  said.  "The  55-year-old  minister  runs  every 
morning,  and  that  was  an  image  for  me.”  Mrs.  Sholars 
started  running  to  get  back  in  shape  after  the  birth  of  their 
daughter. 

"We’re  not  speed  demons,  and  we’re  not  marathon  racers 
—  we’re  just  competing  against  ourselves,”  said  Mr. 
Sholars.  "We  hope  to  run  forever.” 

J  ACKSONVILLE  DAILY  PROGRESS  PHOTO 
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•Dismay  voiced  on  all  sides 


Lesbian  issue  rocks  church 


DALLAS  (UMC)  —  If  wishing  would 
make  it  so.  United  Methodists  in  this 
area  would  wish  away  a  homosexual 
issue  that  rocked  the  church  last  month. 

“I  wish  it  had  never  happened,"  said 
the  Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  pastor  of  First 
UMC  of  Fort  Worth. 

"I  wish  there  had  not  been  such  a 
reaction,"  said  the  Rev.  Wilfred  Bailey, 
pastor  of  Casa  View  UMC  in  Dallas. 

The  issue  arose  at  the  annual  spring 
meeting  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (see  TM/UMR,  May  4).  Joan 
Clark,  32,  who  since  1973  had  been  based 
in  Dallas  as  a  staff  executive  for 
women’s  work  in  four  Southwestern 
states,  had  given  the  division’s  personnel 
committee  a  statement  declaring  her 
homosexuality  as  part  of  a  report  on  her 
recent  study  leave  for  professional 
development. 

The  six-member  committee  requested 
and  received  Ms.  Clark’s  resignation  and 
recommended  it  be  accepted,  but  the  75- 
member  division  turned  down  the 
recommendation  and  Ms.  Clark 
subsequently  withdrew  her  resignation. 

Pressure  from  denominational 
leadership  and  individual  pastors  and 
laypersons,  particularly  from  the  North 
and  Central  Texas  areas  of  the  church, 
was  brought  to  bear,  and  in  the  final 
hours  of  the  meeting  the  division 
reversed  its  decision.  Ms.  Clark  refused 
to  resubmit  her  resignation  and  her 
employment  was  terminated  effective 
May  1. 

Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe,  episcopal 
leader  of  the  North  and  Central  Texas 
annual  conferences  who  spearheaded  the 


Yes, 

We  Have 
No  Finance 
Charge! 

When  you  buy  from  Cokesbury,  you 
know  you  won’t  be  caught  up  in  the 
whirl  of  a  revolving  charge  ac¬ 
count — to  the  tune  of  an  18%  finance 
charge.  We  don’t  believe  in  doing 
business  that  way. 

That’s  why  we  charge  NO  INTER 
EST.  levy  NO  FINANCE  CHARGE, 
tack  NO  CARRYING  CHARGE  on 
to  your  Cokesbury  purchase. 

We  extend  credit  because  our  cus¬ 
tomers — United  Methodists  like 
you — have  asked  for  it.  So,  take 
advantage  of  the  best  credit  terms 
available.  The  next  time  you  order 
from  Cokesbury  just  say  "open  a 
Cokesbury  charge  account.”  You’ll 
have  30  days  to  pay!  For  purchases 
over  $100,  we  can  even  arrange  for 
you  to  pay  20%  down,  the  rest  in 
installments.  With  no  extra  charges 
tacked  on.  Unbeatable  terms. 

As  part  of  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  Cokesbury’s  job 
is  to  serve  not  only  churches  and 
church  leaders,  but  every  single 
member  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Giving  you  full  value  for  your  dollar 
is  one  important  way  we  serve  you. 


North Region 
1600  Queen  Anne  R d 
Teaneck.  NJ  07666 
(201)  &37-2691 

North  Central  Region 
1661  N.  North  wear  Hwy. 
Perk  Ridge,  0.  60066 
(312)  299-4411 


Southern  Region 
201  Eighth  Avenue  S. 
Naehvllle.  TN  37202 
(615)  749-6113 

Southwestern  Region 
P.O.  Bo*  298 
1910  Main  St 
Dallas.  TX  75221 
(214)  748-8711 

Western  Region 

85  McAllister  St 
San  Francleco.  CA 
94102 

(415)  552-3562 


Vie  It  Cokesbury  Bookstores 
Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Charlotte 
Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  •  Columbia  •  Dallas 
Dayton  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Elmhurst 
Harrisburg  e  Houston  •  Indianapolis 
Jacksonville  a  Kansas  City  e  Los  Angeles 
Memphis  •  Nashville  a  North  Canton 
Park  Ridge  a  Philadelphia  a  Pittsburgh 
Raleigh  a  Richmond  •  San  Francisco 
Denvers  Tcaneck  a  Tulsa 
THE  LEADER  IN  BOOKS.  BIBLES. 
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Fifth  at  Grace 
Richmond.  VA  23261 
(804)  644-2921 
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barrage  of  messages  dispatched  to  the 
meeting  (in  Cincinnati,  April  20-27) 
demanding  reconsideration  of  the 
original  action  retaining  Ms.  Clark  on  the 
staff,  was  elated  when  the  decision  was 
reversed  but  deplored  the  publicity  the 
entire  issue  received  during  the 
weeklong  deliberations. 

“I  was  pleased  to  hear  the  final 
outcome,’’  he  said.  “I  only  wish  it  had 
been  done  earlier.” 

Expressing  dismay  at  the  division’s 
final  action,  however,  was  Thelma 
Stevens  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  a  retired 
Women’s  Division  staff  member  who 
headed  its  section  on  Christian  Social 
Relations  for  28  years. 

“In  my  almost  50  years  of  knowing  the 
Women’s  Division  and  its  predecessor 
bodies,  this  is  the  first  time  in  ‘my  book 
of  grateful  memories’  that  the  general 

Missing  UM 
youth  found 
dead  in  lake 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

STURGEON  BAY,  Wis.  —  An  overflow 
crowd  at  the  United  Methodist  Church 
here  said  goodbye  April  21  to  David 
Hoague,  a  young  man  whose  mysterious 
disappearance  last  November  drew  the 
Concern  of  UMs  across  the  nation. 
(TM/UMR  Dec.  22, 1978). 

The  18-year-old  college  freshman’s 
body  was  found  floating  in  a  lake  at 
Whitewater,  Wis.,  in  mid-April,  ending  a 
five-month  nationwide  search  widely 
publicized  in  various  editions  of 
TM/UMR. 

While  an  autopsy  report  has  not  yet 
been  released,  Whitewater  police  told 
TM/UMR  last  week  there  is  no  reason  to 
suspect  foul  play. 

Authorities  said  David’s  body 
apparently  had  been  under  the  ice  all 
winter,  ever  since  his  disappearance 
Nov.  11  following  a  traffic  accident  near 
the  University  of  Wisconsin-Whitewater 
campus  where  he  was  an  honor  student. 

David  was  last  seen  alive  wheeling  a 
bicycle  away  from  the  Whitewater  Police 
Station  after  being  involved  in  a  car- 
bicycle  accident.  It  is  believed  David’s 
injuries  from  the  accident  may  have 
been  more  serious  than  reported  and  that 
he  may  have  suffered  amnesia. 

As  the  search  for  the  young  man  went 
on,  the  UM  church  here  helped  launch  a 
“Find  David  Hoage"  fund  which  raised 
thousands  of  dollars.  Hundreds  of 
citizens  here  joined  search  parties  and 
turned  out  for  a  prayer  vigil  at  the 
church  where  David  was  an  active 
member. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Stannard,  who 
officiated  at  the  memorial  service,  told 
family  and  friends  that  “David,  both  in 
life  and  in  his  death,  brought  us  together 
in  new  ways.”  Mr.  Stannard  is  a  former 
pastor  of  the  church. 


organization’s  policy-making  body  has 
ever  faltered  in  its  ultimate  support  of 
basic  human  rights  whenever  or 
wherever  there  came  forth  a  voice  of 
challenge  from  the  oppressed,”  she  said. 

In  the  message  to  the  division  staff  on 
April  28,  she  said  she  does  not  “believe 
that  the  Women’s  Division  can  continue 
to  uphold  the  action  ...”  She  expressed 
the  hope  the  division  would  make  “a 
confession  of  mistaken  judgment”  and 
rescind  the  vote  at  the  division’s  fall 
meeting. 

Ms.  Stevens’  message  continued:  “It  is 
hard  sometimes  for  frightened  people  to 
remember  that  every  word  or  policy  or 
law  in  the  “Discipline”  was  not  inspired 
by  the  God  who  made  us  all  and  called 
us!  ...  Instead  of  ‘bending  our 
convictions’  to  support  the  Disciplinary 
policies  that  are  sometimes  unjust,  we 
must  seek  new  ways  and  develop  new 
strategies  that  will  in  fact  ‘let  the  church 
be  the  church’  as  it  seeks  to  preach  and 
practice  the  whole  Gospel.” 

Senior  pastor  Ben  Oliphint  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Dallas, 
where  Ms.  Clark  has  her  membership, 
said:  “I  affirm  Joan’s  honesty  and  the 
fact  she  says  who  she  is.  She  left  the  door 
open  for  the  board  to  decide  about  her 
employment.  I  affirm  her  as  a  person, 
but  the  church  has  guidelines  for 
accepted  lifestyles  for  its  employment 
and  ordination,  and  the  board  had  no 
option  but  to  allow  her  employment  to  be 
terminated.” 

In  other  developments: 

•  The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  executive  committee 
on  May  6  called  for  the  application  of 
human  rights  “within  the  church  as  well 
as  within  society”  and  said  “sexual 
preference  should  not  be  a  ground  for 
rejection”  from  employment.  The 
committee  called  on  General  Conference 
to  clarify  the  issue  on  the  basis  of  this 
principle. 

•  Students  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary  handed  out  leaflets  in  front  of 
the  Interchurch  Center,  New  York,  on 
May  2  in  support  of  Ms.  Clark  and  asking 
“Who’s  next .  .  .” 

•  Ms.  Clark  told  the  Dallas  Morning 
News  she  saw  the  events  of  April  23-27  as 
“a  spark  ...  It  has  provided  the  action  to 
get  people  to  talk  about  homophobia 
(fear  of  homosexuality)  and  to  begin  to 
deal  openly  with  it.”  She  is  still 
interested  in  “involvement  in  the 
church,”  she  said. 


CLASSIFIED  AD 


UNIQUE  TROPICAL  TOUR.  Visit  areas  of  mission 
work  as  well  as  sight-seeing  and  shopping  in 
Dominican  Republic,  St.  Croix,  and  Miami  Not  a 
cruise,  all  travel  by  land  and  air.  Oct.  28  to  Nov.  5 
from  St.  Louis.  For  information,  write  Bonnie 
Smiley,  1102  Carlace,  Collinsville,  III  62234 


HANDBELLS.  HANDBELL  ACCESSORIES  We 
sell,  we  repair  Handbells,  P.O  Box  6124,  St 
Matthews.  Ky.  40207 


AVAILABLE  FOUNDATION  DIRECTOR  and 
development  officer.  Have  organized  two  successful 
United  Methodist  Foundations  and  initiated  an 
Annual  Conference  program  in  the  area 
development  of  wills,  bequests  and  special  gifts. 
Available  as  a  consultant  on  a  short  term  basis. 
Skilled  in  organizing  Money  Management  Seminars. 
Salary  and  travel  expenses  negotiable  Top 
references  Call  (318)222-8696  or  write  Director.  1010 
Mid  South  Towers.  Shreveport.  La.  71101. 


4000-MEMBER  CHURCH  NEEDS  MINISTER  or 
Director  of  youth.  Trained  and  experienced  person  to 
work  with  Education  Director  and  Director  of 
Activities.  Send  resume,  picture,  three  references 
and  estimate  of  salary  range  needed  to  Broadmoor 
UMC.  10230  Mollylea.  Baton  Rouge,  La  70815 


FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  to  coordinate  youth 
ministries  for  active  central  California  Church 
Experience  in  developing  senior  high  leadership  and 
programs  preferred  Position  available  early 
summer  Salary  commensurate  with  experience 
Send  resume  to  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church,  1911  Toyon  Avenue.  Modesto.  Calif.  95350 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed. 
1450  membership  Requires  experienced  person  who 
desires  to  work  with  all  age  levels  Challenge  of 
utilizing  new  facility  Salary  negotiable,  fringe 
benefits  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  c/o  Mr  Charles  Elliott.  P.  O  Box 
Winter  Park.  Fla  32790 


Pastor  talks 
of  Guyana  on 
UM  ‘Connection’ 

NASHVILLE  -  A  United  Methodist 
pastor  who  lost  two  daughters  at 
Jonestown  says  that  the  threat  of  that 
tragedy  is  not  in  religious  movements, 
but  in  the  self-destructive  forces  which 
existed  in  the  South  American  settlement 
and  which  are  present  in  all  of  us. 

The  Rev.  John  V.  Moore,  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Reno,  Nev.,  will  present  this 
view  and  other  aspects  of  his  personal 
loss  on  the  nationally  syndicated  radio 
series  “Connection”  during  the  week  of 
May  21. 

"Jonestown  is  a  sign  to  people  who  can 
read  signs,”  he  says.  “The  threat  to  our 
world  is  not  in  religious  movements.  But 
those  forces  of  self-destruction  which 
were  present  in  Jonestown  are  present  in 
every  capitol  in  the  world.  They’re 
present  in  every  city  in  the  world. 
They’re  present  in  all  of  us  human 
beings.  They’re  present  in  every 
institution.” 

“There  is  a  great  danger,”  he 
continues,  “to  see  Jonestown  simply  as  a 
religious  phenomenon  unrelated  to 
what’s  happening  in  secular  society. 
Jonestown  is  a  sign  for  us  to  see  what  can 
happen  on  an  infinitely  larger  scale  if  we 
do  not  deal  with  the  self-destructive 
forces  which  are  pushing  us  toward 
thermonuclear  warfare  and  disaster.” 

“Connection,”  a  weekly,  30-minute 
radio  series,  presents  brief  segments  of 
personal  witness  combined  with  music 
and  special  features.  The  series  is 
produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  Nashville,  as  a  project 
of  the  church’s  Mass  Communications 
Fund. 


Why  liberation  theology? 

To  free  the  oppressed ,  say  UM  professors 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  What  is  "libera¬ 
tion”  theology  and  how  does  it  differ 
from  traditional  Christian  thinking? 
Because  of  its  strong  influence  among 
Latin  American  Christians,  Hispanic 
United  Methodists  at  a  recent  national 
meeting  rigorously  examined  its 
roots  and  possible  implications  for 
Christians  living  in  North  America.  They 
were  led  by  two  Hispanic  UM 
theologians:  Dr.  Justo  Gonzalez,  a 
prolific  author  and  lecturer  in  both 
English  and  Spanish  of  Decatur,  Ga„  and 
Dr.  Ignacio  Castuera,  professor  at  UM- 
related  Claremont  School  of  Theology, 
Claremont,  Calif.  Here  are  some  of  the 
theologians’  responses  to  issues  raised  at 
the  meeting. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Q:  What  is  “liberation  theology”  and 
why  is  it  new? 

A:  Castuera:  It  is  theology  being  done 
by  those  who  have  been  and  are 
oppressed;  it  starts  with  the  recognition 
that  the  history  of  salvation  as  recorded 
in  the  Bible  is  a  long  account  of  the 
intervention  of  God  in  history  in  favor  of 
the  poor  and  the  oppressed. 

What’s  different  about  it  is  who  is  doing 
it.  This  theologizing  is  coming  from  the 
“underside  of  history”  —  by  women, 
blacks,  Chicanos  and  Third  World 
Christians.  In  the  past,  theology  was 
always  done  from  the  perspective  of  the 
dominant  social  groups. 

Gonzalez:  I  hesitate  to  use  the  phrase 
because  any  label  tends  to  put  people  in  a 
box.  But  what  I  am  trying  to  do  is  look 
again  at  the  Bible  without  taking  for 
granted  the  traditional  North  Atlantic 
perspective. 

Q:  Why  do  you  prefer  the  word 
"liberation”  to  “salvation”? 

A :  Castuera :  I  personally  use  the  word 
“liberation”  because  it  best  describes 
how  God  acts  for  people  in  the  Bible. 
Also,  the  word  “salvation”  has  been 
covered  over  with  the  connotation  that 
only  souls  —  not  whole  persons  —  are  to 
be  saved. 

Gonzalez:  “Salvation”  is  a  problem 
word  because  we  tend  to  understand  it 
today  in  the  same  way  the  2nd  century 
Christians  misunderstood  the  Old 
Testament  meaning  of  the  word. 

In  the  Old  Testament,  “salvation”  is 
what  God  did  with  Israel  in  leading  the 
people  out  of  Egypt.  Moses  and  others, 
such  as  Gideon,  were  literally  called  to 
be  saviors  or  liberators  of  God’s  people. 

But  by  the  2nd  century  the  church, 
affected  by  a  number  of  movements  that 
saw  salvation  as  liberation  from  the 
body,  let  the  Greek  concept  of  separating 
the  body  from  the  soul  in  the  back  door 
after  centuries  of  fighting  it. 

That  Greek  understanding  also  had  a 
socio/political  agenda  with  it  which 
implies  that  change  in  this  world  is 
unnecessary  since  all  will  be  equal  in 
heaven. 

Q:  What  do  “liberation”  and  "salva¬ 
tion”  mean  today? 

A:  Gonzalez:  I  believe  we  are  liberated 
“in”  history,  not  “out  of”  history.  I 
understand  “salvation”  to  be  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  history  God  is  striving  for. 
That  includes  liberation  from  any 
obstacles  —  both  private  sins  and  social 


structures  of  evil  —  which  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  will  of  God.  t 

Q :  How  do  you  describe  God? 

A:  Gonzalez:  In  traditional,  rational 
theological  terms  we  describe  God  as 
"omnipotent”  and  “omnipresent.” 
Those  big  words  are  a  way  to  make  God 
distant  and  perfect,  but  in  a  static  way; 
they  make  God  seem  to  have  little  or 
nothing  to  do  with  the  world. 

The  Bible  doesn’t  use  those  terms.  In 
the  Bible,  God  walks  and  broods  and 
intervenes  and  bargains  over  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  for  instance,  like  a  merchant 
in  a  Mexican  market.  The  God  of  the 
Bible  hears  the  clamor  of  the  people 
enslaved  in  Egypt.  This  is  a  God  made 
flesh  who  came  to  suffer  with  us,  who  is 
interested  in  history.  God  is  active  and 
dynamic  —  not  static  and  distant. 

Q:  Liberation  theology  emphasizes 
that  God  is  on  the  side  of  the  poor.  What 
about  the  rich? 

A:  Castuera :  To  be  poor  does  not  mean 
a  person  is  perfect.  Redemption  is  of 
“souls  with  bodies”  and  we  are  careful  to 
talk  about  the  need  for  internal  and 
external  salvation.  This  doesn’t  mean  God 
doesn’t  love  the  wealthy,  but  God  wants 
them  to  take  the  perspective  of  the  poor. 
Take  Zacchaeus  for  example.  As  a  result 
of  his  encounter  with  Jesus,  he  takes  the 
perspective  of  the  poor  and  oppressed 
and  Jesus  says,  “Salvation  has  come  to 
this  house  today.”  The  rich  young  ruler, 
in  contrast,  cannot  make  that  conver¬ 
sion. 

Q:  How  can  Third  World  and 
"liberation"  theologians  push  aside 
centuries  of  Christian  tradition  and 
theological  interpretation? 

A:  Gonzalez:  What  is  happening  today 
is  the  same  thing  that  happened  four 
centuries  ago  with  the  re-discovery  of  the 
Bible  in  the  Reformation.  Martin 
Luther’s  ancestors  were  also  "evan¬ 
gelized”  under  force  and  given  a  limited 
interpretation  —  the  views  of  the 
dominant,  ruling  groups  —  of  Scripture. 
Just  as  Christians  during  the 
Reformation  took  the  liberty  of 
interpreting  for  themselves  what 
Scripture  said,  women,  blacks,  Hispanic 
Americans,  Native  Americans  and  Third 
World  Christians  are  doing  that  today. 
Our  task  is  to  read  the  Scriptures  on  our 
own  —  critique  what  was  said  before  — 
and  then  arrive  at  our  own  theology 
our  North  American  situation. 


Ignacio  Castuera 


k  ’/ 

Justo  Gonzalez 

Great  similarity  exists  between  the 
Hebrews  making  bricks  for  the  pharoah 
in  Egypt  and  those  who  pick  lettuce  and 
tomatoes  today.  We  hear  the  prophets 
crying  out  for  liberty  and  justice;  we 
hear  Jesus  Christ  preaching  liberation. 
The  Bible  was  originally  written  from  the 
perspective  of  powerlessness  as  a 
witness  to  the  acts  of  God  empowering 
the  powerless. 

By  the  4th  century,  however, 
Scriptures  were  being  interpreted  by  the 
powerful  —  who  tended  to  put  God  on 
their  side.  We  know  how  the  Scriptures 
have  been  used  to  justify  slavery  and 
how  they  are  used  today  to  argue  for  the. 
subordination  of  women.  Those  who; 
favored  slavery  were  not  intentionally; 
twisting  Scripture  nor  are  those  today;; 
who  oppose  the  Equal  Rights  Amend-;: 
ment;  they  are  sincere. 

But  sincerity  is  not  enough  to  serve;; 
God.  Even  hypocrites  and  pharisees  are; 
sincere.  We  must  dedicate  ourselves  to 
serious  study  of  the  Bible.  We  must  find 
the  God  of  history  there  and  look  at  what : 
is  happening  in  our  world. 

Q:  Is  liberation  theology  really  a;! 
justification  for  involving  the  church  in! 
political  action? 

A:  Castuera:  In  the  parable  of  the  last; 
judgment  it  is  clear  that  persons  were! 
judged  not  on  what  they  said  they’ 
believed  but  on  what  they  did.  Every  time 
we  get  involved  in  caring  for  the  sick,  for 
the  one  who  is  hungry,  for  those  in  prison? 
—  whether  we  want  to  or  not  —  those 
deeds  are  of  a  political  nature.  But  we 
don’t  involve  ourselves  for  the  purpose  of 
being  political.  Our  primary  motivation? 
is  to  do  what  God  in  Christ  would  have  us 
to  do.  But  in  our  world  these  are  political 
actions. 

The  question  is  not  a  choice  of  being 
political  or  not.  The  only  choice  we  have 
is  what  kind  of  politics. 

Q:  Does  “liberation  theology”  hqvj^a, 
place  for  spirituality? 

A:  Gonzalez:  To  be  spiritual  is  to  have 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  us.  The  Holy  Spirit  is 
the  counselor  we  have  been  given  to  do 
God’s  work  which  is  to  live  in  this  world 
and  work  for  justice.  It  is  to  see  a  world 
that  both  is  hungry  and  hungers  for  the 
Word.  It  is  also  to  live  as  those  who  have 
a  foretaste  of  the  Kingdom  —  as  we  of  the 
church  symbolize  in  communion,  where 
all  are  Jed. 


Premiers  May  20  in  Texas  city 

Film  cites  Wesley’s  social  concern 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

WICHITA  FALLS,  Texas  —  A  new  film 
depicting  Methodist  founder  John 
Wesley’s  involvement  in  the  social 
conditions  of  his  time  premiers  May  20  — 
UM  Heritage  Sunday  —  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  here. 

“John  Wesley:  Practical  Evangelist,” 
was  created,  written  and  directed  by  S. 
Paul  Klein,  director  of  medical  audio¬ 
visual  services  at  Walter  Reed  Army 
Institute  of  Research  in  Washington, 
D.C. 

“The  film  tries  to  show  what  conditions 
were  like  in  Wesley’s  lifetime  and  how  he 
met  them,”  said  Mr.  Klein,  speaking  of 
Wesley’s  Christian  concern  with  poor, 
enslaved,  sick  and  imprisoned  people. 

A  study  guide,  which  will  provide  the 
theological  and  historical  framework 
from  which  Wesley  was  operating,  is 
being  prepared  by  Richard  Heitzenrater, 
associate  professor  of  Church  History 
and  Wesley  Studies  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  Dallas. 

Wesley’s  social  activism,  said  Dr. 
Heitzenrater,  is  an  outgrowth  of  his 
theological  position.  Spreading 
scriptural  holiness  was  a  focus  of 
Wesley’s  ministry,  which  he  translated 
into  holy  living  —  “loving  God  and  loving 
his  neighbor,  therefore,  spreading 
scriptural  holiness  through  social 
activities,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Klein  told  TM/UMR  that  “People 
think  of  social  concerns  as  a  modern 
invention  and  fail  to  realize  that  there  is 
not  much  new  in  this  world.”  Rather,  he 
said,  thinking  of  people  as  people 
motivated  Moses,  Jesus,  and  Wesley, 
and  still  motivates  Christians  today. 

He  hopes  the  film  will  help  United 
Methodists  appreciate  Wesley’s 
greatness,  and  understand  the  origins  of 
the  denomination  in  Wesley’s  ability  to 
see  far  beyond  his  age.  “John  Wesley 
was  saying  and  doing  things  that  we 
conceive  of  as  modern,"  Mr.  Klein  said. 

Some  footage  in  the  30  minute  film  was 
shot  at  the  reopening  of  Wesley’s  Chapel 
last  November  in  London.  Another  major 
portion  contains  art  work  from  Wesley’s 
time  combined  with  narration  and  quota¬ 
tions  from  his  journal?. 

Mr.  Klein  said  he  became  fascinated 


with  Wesley  several  years  ago,  while 
working  on  an  unrelated  film. 

The  Wesley  film  is  jointly  produced  by 
the  Media  Division  of  the  UM 
Communications  Council  and  the  UM 


Heritage  Fellowship.  It  was  funded  by 
grants  from  the  Perkins  Foundation  and 
First  UMC,  Wichita  Falls,  and  is 
available  for  purchase  from  UM 
Filmservice,  Nashville. 
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‘Christianization’  of 
world  called  unbiblical 


MILWAUKEE,  Wis.  (RNS)  -  The  20th 
century  was  supposed  to  be  that  time  in  . 
history  when  the  world  was  to  become 
Christianized  the  dean  of  Harvard 
University’s  divinity  school  said  here. 

“Well,”  said  Krister  Stendahl,  "God 
has  a  marvelous  way  of  putting  arrogant 
Christians  in  their  place.  Now,  the 
proportion  of  Christians  in  the  world  is 
smaller  that  it  was  at  the  turn  of  the 
century.  We  must  realize  we  are  a 
minority.” 

Dr.  Stendahl,  a  New  Testament 
scholar  and  Lutheran  minister,  gave  the 
Pere  Marquette  Theology  Lecture  at 
Marquette  University. 

He  has  been  dean  of  the  divinity  school 
at  Harvard  since  1968.  Born  in  Sweden, 
Dr.  Stendahl  moved  to  the  United  States 
and  started  teaching  at  Harvard  in  1954. 

He  was  highly  critical  of  what  he  called 
the  Christian  conceit,  that  tendency  of 
some  Christians  to  think  the  world  ought 
to  be  Christian. 

"The  Christian  phenomenon  in  the 
world  is  a  minority  phenomenon,”  he 
said,  "...  but  the  Christian  of  the  West 
has  thought  in  majority  terms  for  a  very 
long  string  of  centuries.” 

Dr.  Stendahl  said  that  from  a  majority 
position  emerged  the  idea  of  the 
"Christianization  of  the  world  .  .  .  but 
this  vision  of  God’s  plan,  this 


Christianization  of  the  world,  is  not  a 
truly  sound  one  from  a  biblical  view.” 

The  Old  Testament  view,  he  said,  "is 
that  a  minority  in  God’s  crazy,  glorious 
plan  has  a  purpose.” 

"My  claim,  as  a  New  Testament 
scholar,  is  that  never  in  God’s  plan  was  it 
that  the  whole  world  be  Christianized. 
The  Bible  did  not  say  see  good  deeds  and 
sign  up  for  Jesus  and  convert,  but  see 
good  deeds  and  praise  your  Father  in 
Heaven.” 

And,  simple  logic  refutes  other 
Christian  arguments,  he  said. 

“For  instance,  in  our  relationship  to 
Judaism,”  he  said.  "In  our  often  half¬ 
thoughtless,  half-thought-through  way, 
we  think  that  Christianity  is  better 
because  it  came  later,  that  coming 
afterward  implied  being  improved  on. 

“Well,  when  we  realize  that  the 
Muslims  came  after  Christianity,  that 
kind  of  chronological  superiority  argu¬ 
ment  doesn’t  help  very  much.” 

He  said  the  Christians  simply  had  not 
tried  to  understand  and  accept  other 
religions.  But  that  is  changing.  When  for 
the  longest  time  our  information  on  other 
world  religions  came  primarily  from 
Christian  missionaries,  now  “nearly  any 
drugstore  will  carry  paperback  books  on 
Zen  Buddhism,  Hinduism  and  so  on,”  he 
said. 


Children  delight  in  surprise  box 

MOUNTAINTOP,  Pa.  —  "What’s  in  the  box?”  is  the  question  in  the  minds  of  these 
children  of  Mountaintop  United  Methodist  Church  here.  Each  Sunday,  for  the  past 
fbuYfears,  the  Rev:  John  Topolewski,  pastor,  has  placed  the  "Children’s  Box,”  an  old 
hat  box  decorated  with  Christmas  wrapping  paper,  on  the  floor  of  the  chancel  area. 
Inside  is  an  object —  a  stuffed  animal  or  a  100-year-old  hymnal  or  something  —  that 
will  incite  discussion  by  the  children.  This  part  of  the  service  benefits  the  children,  the 
congregation  and  the  pastors,  said  Dr.  Topolewski.  "I  benefit  from  the  experiences  of 
getting  down  on  the  floor  with  the  kids  and  allowing  them  to  set  the  agenda.  If  you 
train  yourself  to  listen,  you  can  hear  something  of  what  it  means  to  live  in  a  world  with 
grace  and  love,”  he  said.  Wyoming conf.  spark1  umr  photo 

UM  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting  almost  wasn  h 

BOSTON  (UMC)  —  If  there  wasn’t  a 
conspiracy  to  stop  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  from  meeting  here, 
the  Boston  host  committee  would  like  to 
know  what  it  was. 

A  few  days  before  the  April  17-20 
council  session  opened,  its  hotel,  the 
Copley  Plaza,  lost  some  of  the  needed 
guest  rooms  in  an  arson-caused  fire  and 
had  to  use  some  satellite  facilities. 
r  Then  the  city’s  Back  Bay  sectiori  where 
{he  hotel  is  located  had  a  series  of 
electrical  blackouts. 

f  When  the  bishops  began  arriving  April 
{6,  they  found  it  was  Marathon  Day,  and 
some  of  them  bided  time  in  cabs,  caught 
mi  crowds  watching  the-.competition  by 
nearly  10,000  runners. 

*  Because  the  opening  communion 
service  was  to  be  at  Boston  University, 

Che  bishops  had  been  warned  there  would 
be  picket  lines  there  as  part  of  a 
university  employees’  strike.  They 
found,  however,  that  the  chapel  would 
not  be  picketed  since  it  was  considered  as 
'‘sanctuary”  and  has  been  a  focal  point 
in  negotiations  at  the  school. 

X  Another  strike,  by  the  Teamsters 
Union,  caused  some  difficulties  because 
Agenda  books  for  the  meeting,  shipped 
from  Washington,  were  caught  some¬ 
where  en  route. 

£  Several  of  the  bishops  had  to  revise 
travel  plans  because  of  a  third  strike, 
against  a  major  airline. 

C  When  the  Boston  committee  was 
Considering  all  these  problems  a  few 
pays  before  the  meeting,  one  member 
{jokingly  asked,  "When  have  you 
pcheduled  the  earthquake?”  because 

Poem  of  the  Week  ] 

Let  God  guide 
By  GAIL  COOKE 
I  prayed  about  the  ‘ ‘big’  ’  things, 

And  could  rationalize 
Some  matters  were  too  trivial 
To  bother  the  All-wise. 

All-wise  and  truly  loving, 

With  love  so  complete  that  He 
Belongs  at  the  very  center 
Of  what  is  concerning  me. 

Since  His  eye  is  on  the  sparrow 
Lest  is  should  somehow  fall, 

I  know  that  in  His  children’s  lives 
No  event  is  ever  small. 

There  should  be  no  decisions 
Reached  just  by  chance  or  whim, 

When  I  want  my  every  choice 
To  bring  me  closer  to  Him. 


such  tremors  are  almost  unknown  in  this 
region. 

The  questioner  may  now  be  considered 
a  prophet.  On  the  evening  of  April  17,  a 
wide  section  of  New  England,  including 
the  edges  of  Boston,  experienced  a  quake 
that  registered  3.8  on  the  Richter  scale. 
Not  serious,  but  real. 

Even  foreign  powers  got  into  the  act. 
The  Hon.  George  Thomas,  a  Methodist 
lay  preacher  who  is  speaker  of  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  was  to  be  the 
banquet  speaker.  A  few  days  before  the 
Boston  meeting,  his  government  lost  out 
on  a  vote  of  confidence.  After  34  years  in 
Parliament  and  three  as  speaker,  he 
appeared,  however. 

But  that  might  have  explained  some  of 
the  difficulties  —  a  high  British 
government  leader  speaking  on  the  eve 
of  Patriots’  Day,  when  this  city  honors 
the  ride  of  Paul  Revere  204  years  ago  to 
Lexington  and  Concord,  to  herald  the 
start  of  a  war  with  that  government. 


Church  results  said 
mixed  on  segregation 

By  Religious  News  Service 

A  black  and  a  white  child  work  together,  above,  on  an  assignment  in  a  Dayton, 
Ohio  public  school,  almost  25  years  after  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  against 
racially  segregated  public  schools. 

Though  virtually  all  American  churches  pledged  themselves  to  embody  the 
principles  in  the  court’s  historic  decision,  the  results  are  mixed  —  depending  on 
historical  and  geographical  factors,  and  in  other  cases  on  who  makes  the 
assessment. 

The  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson,  president  of  Operation  PUSH  (People  United  To 
Save  Humanity),  reflects  the  sentiments  of  many  black  leaders,  declaring, 
"The  church  is  still  the  most  segregated  institution  in  American  life.” 

A  recent  Louis  Harris  survey  for  the  National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews  (NCCJ)  revealed  that  whites  see  less  discrimination  than  blacks  in 
society,  but  a  large  percentage  of  both  blacks  and  whites  perceive 
predominantly  white  churches  as  indifferent  to  black  aspirations  —  with  white 
Protestant  denominations  regarded  as  more  apathetic  than  either  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  or  Jewish  groups. 

•  The  civil  rights  movement  of  the  1950’s  and  1969’s  and  more  recently  in 
Boston  and  Louisville,  where  Christians  and  Jews  have  often  performed  heroic 
deeds  in  the  name  of  racial  justice,  offer  evidence  that  the  drive  toward  the 
dream  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  continues  in  the  nation’s  churches:  "The 
dream  of  black,  white,  brown,  yellow  and  red  Americans  living  together  in 
peace  and  harmony.  ’  ’ 

United  Nations  Ambassador  Andrew  Young,  a  former  aide  to  Dr.  King, 
commenting  last  year  on  the  successful  impact  of  the  churches  in  pushing  for 
integrated  public  schools,  civil  rights  legislation  and  programs  for  economic 
justice,  seemed  to  sum  up  the  importance  of  church  support  declaring, 
"nothing  happens  in  the  United  States  of  America  until  the  churches  have 
responded.” 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Human  rights  claimed 
to  worsen  in  S.  Korea 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  human 
rights  situation  in  South  Korea,  far  from 
improving,  has  worsened  considerably 
over  the  past  year,  according  to  a  report 
released  here  by  the  U.S.  Conference  for 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  113-page  report,  published  as 
"background  information”  by  the 
Commission  of  the  Churches  on 
International  Affairs  (CCIA)  of  the  WCC, 
was  compiled  by  the  Task  Force  for 
Human  Rights  in  Korea. 

Vouching  for  the  authenticity  of  the 
contents  of  the  report,  the  CCIA  states 
that  it  is  “the  most  detailed”  accounting 
of  the  human  rights  situation  in  South 
Korea  ever  to  have  reached  the  WCC 
from  inside  that  country  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Covering  the  period  from  January  1978 
to  the  end  of  January  1979,  the  report 
details  over  200  incidents  involving 
human  rights  violations,  and  lists  the 
names,  and  in  most  cases,  the 
background,  of  540  “victims”  of  human 
rights  violations. 

These  lists  include  writers,  journalists, 
politicians,  professors,  students,  church 
leaders,  clergy,  workers,  and  farmers. 

The  report  shows  that,  despite  three 
special  amnesties,  granted  in  1978  by 
President  Park  Chung  Hee,  very  few 
political  prisoners  were  released  and 
that  most  of  those  released  remain  under 
suspension  of  sentence,  liable  to  be 
imprisoned  again  "at  the  slightest 
provocation." 

According  to  the  report,  the  Christian 
churches,  whose  members,  constitute 
some  15  per  cent  of  the  population, 
remain  the  rallying  point  of  the  human 
rights  movement  in  South  Korea. 

In  response,  says  the  report,  the 
government  continues  to  exert  efforts  to 
control  the  churches’  internal  activities 
by  various  means,  including  monitoring 
of  sermons  by  government  agents, 
preventing,  restricting,  or  disrupting 
religious  meetings,  and  harassing 
"people  active  in  the  church.” 

This  harassment  takes  various  forms, 
including  "constant  surveillance,”  house 


‘Mouth- to -mouth  communication’ 


Bible  translators  demonstrate  trade 


SYDNEY  (RNS)  —  Many  years  ago  a 
government  official,  accompanied  by 
armed  escorts,  called  on  Dr.  George  M. 
Cowan,  a  Canadian  Bible  translator  then 
working  among  Mazatec  Indians  in 
Mexico. 

The  area  and  its  people  had  a  "wild” 
reputation,  so  much  so  that  even  mail 
deliveries  were  made  in  the  presence  of 
gun-toting  police. 

The  visitor  was  startled  to  see  that  Dr. 
Cowan  did  not  carry  a  gun  and  asked  one 
of  his  guides  why  this  was  so. 

“He  doesn’t  need  one  ...  he  speaks  our 
language,”  was  the  reply. 

Dr.  Cowan  regards'  the  man’s  words  as 
a  miniature  sermon,  an  illustration  of 
how  “mouth-to-mouth  communication,” 
as  he  calls  it,  can  win  friends. 

He  is  president  of  the  Wycliffe  Bible 
Translators  (WBT)  and  its  sister 
organization,  the  Summer  Institute  of 
Linguistics  (SIL).  He  came  here  to 
attend  an  “end-of-term  demonstration” 
of  their  skills  by  the  latest  group  of  SIL 
graduates. 

The  demonstration  formed  part  of  an 
informal  religious  service  which  opened, 
appropriately,  with  the  hymn:  "Oh,  For 
a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing  My  Great 
Redeemer’s  Praise.” 

Wycliffe  Bible  Translators  and  the 
Summer  Institute  of  Linguistics  have  a 
combined  membership  worldwide  of 
more  than  3,700  —  linguists,  literacy 
workers,  tradesmen  and  professional 
helpers.  They  are  today  working  in  25 
different  countries  and  come  from  23 
nations. 

SIL  courses  last  ten  to  12  weeks,  during 
which  pupils  study  elements  common  to 
all  languages,  and  how  skill  at  language- 
learning  may  be  acquired.  Particular 
emphasis  is  placed  on  how  to  prepare  a 
written  vocabulary  for  “primitive” 
languages  which  have  no  written  form. 

Most,  but  not  all,  SIL  graduates  then 
join  a  WBT  field  mission,  learning  a  new 


language,  preparing  a  vocabulary  and 
teaching  the  indigenous  population  to 
read  and  write  in  their  own  tongue. 

The  translator’s  final  goal  is  the 
translation  and  printing  of  the  New 
Testament  and  other  scriptural  material 
—  a  labor  of  love  that  usually  occupies 
many  years  —  in  the  chosen  tongue. 

WBT/SIL  recently  published  an 
"Ethnologue,”  an  88-page-  catalogue 
listing  all  5,103  languages  —'as  distinct 
from  dialects  —  known  to  exist. 

Some  languages  can  be  communicated 
by  whistling  as  well  as  speech.  These 
include  several  languages  of  West 
Africa,  a  smaller  number  in  Papua  New 
Guinea  and  West  Iran,  and  certain 
tongues  spoken  in  regions  of  Burma, 
Nepal,  Mexico,  Brazil,  Bolivia,  Turkey 
and  the  Canary  Islands. 

Dr.  Cowan  "speaks”  one  of  the 
Mexican  whistling  languages  himself, 
and  says  it  is  possible  to  have  a  detailed 
and  highly  articulate  conversation. 

It  is  practiced  in  those  languages 
where  pitch  and  tone  determine  vowels 
and  consonants.  Whistling  speech  is  not 
permitted  to  women. 


An  SIL  end-of-term  demonstration 
normally  includes  a  test  in  which  a 
graduate  is  introduced  to  a  foreign- 
speaking  member  of  the  audience  and 
instructed  to  acquire  a  rudimentary 
knowledge  of  the  person’s  language. 

After  20  minutes  the  student  is 
required  to  hold  a  conversation  with  the 
visitor  in  the  presence  of  several  hundred 
onlookers.  It  is  a  mind-boggling 
demonstration  that  never  fails  to 
impress,  many  observers  have  said. 

Being  a  Bible  translator  is  hard  work 
but  the  spiritual  rewards  are  great. 

Dr.  Cowan  wept  with  emotion  as  he 
spoke  of  a  Mexican  woman,  widowed 
with  four  children,  who  walked  for  three 
hours  daily,  through  terrain. too  rough 
even  for  a  horse,  to  reach  his  house.  The 
woman  wanted  to  learn  to  read,  in  her 
own  language,  so  that  she  could  “own  the 
word  of  God.” 

Although  near-penniless,  the  woman 
and  her  children  went  without  food  to  pay 
for  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament.  Dr. 
Cowan  took  the  money  but  returned  it, 
via  a  ruse,  to  one  of  her  children. 


‘Dear  Deborah  ’ 

Know-it-alls  don’t  listen 


Passing  the  gavel  of  office 

BOSTON  (UMC)  —  New  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  is 
Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton  (right)  of  Indianapolis.  He  received  the  gavel  of  office  at  the 
council’s  meeting  here  last  month  from  Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart  (left)  of  San 
Francisco.  At  center  is  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  of  Pittsburgh,  who  was  chosen  as 
president-elect,  to  take  office  a  year  from  now,  during  the  denomination’s  General 
Conference. 

UMC  PHOTO 


Dear  Deborah: 

Why  aren’t  the  intellects  and  religious 
authorities  attracted  to  Christ's  doctrine 
of  religion  and  philosophy ?  It  seems  that 
for  quite  a  while  only  the  illiterate,  poor, 
immoral,  persecuted  and  minorities 
were  interested  in  His  teachings. 

Full  of  Questions 

Dear  Full  of  Questions: 

I  guess  it  was  because  if  you  think  you 
have  all  the  answers  you  don’t  listen. 

Dear  Deborah: 

We  have  a  painful  problem  in  our 
family.  My  brother  just  recently  married 
a  girl  of  which  my  parents  (especially 
my  mother)  did  not  approve.  We  have 
always  been  a  very  closely  knit  family, 
have  always  been  loyal  to  our  church  and 
active,  but  this  is  tearing  us  apart.  The 
worst  thing  about  it  is  my  mother  is 
staying  away  from  the  church  and  her 
ch  urch  friends. 

What  is  so  wrong  with  this  girl ?  The 
only  thing  I  can  discern  from  what  my 
mother  says  is  that  "she  is  not  what 
Jerry  deserves;  he  should  have  a  special 
wife.”  You  could  cut  the  tension  with  a 
knife  whenever  my  brother  and  his  wife 
come  to  the  house.  Is  this  a  normal  kind 
of  reaction  for  a  Christian  mother  to 
have ?  Does  my  mother  need  some  kind 
of  special  help ?  Or  will  she  come  around 
given  time ?  What  can  I  do  caught 
between  my  mother  and  my  brother ? 

Loving  Daughter 

Dear  Loving  Daughter: 

It  is  not  unusual  for  a  mother  to  think 
the  girl  her  son  has  chosen  for  a  wife  is 
not  up  to  the  standard  she  would  desire. 
That  is,  unless  the  mother  picks  the  bride 
herself,  and  even  then  she  can  have 
problems  later  on.  Time  may  heal  this 
rift  in  your  family  if  this  feeling  your 
mother  has  is  within  the  normal  range  of 
reaction.  If  it  persists  and  the  hostility 


increases,  your  mother  may  need 
professional  help.  How  would  she  react 
now  to  your  suggestion  that  she  talk  over 
her  feelings  with  her  pastor? 

You  are  going  to  have  to  tread  gently, 
love  your  mother  and  father  as  you 
always  have,  love  your  brother  as  you 
always  have,  love  your  new  sister-in-law 
and  help  her  feel  welcome  in  the  family 
—  a  special  effort  but  one  without 
alienating  your  mother  further.  This  is  a 
tough  assignment.  Pray  for  God’s 
guidance  in  the  full  knowledge  that  He 
desires  your  family  to  be  whole. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 
" Dear  Deborah”  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


arrests,  interference  with  phone 
communication  or  mail,  and  restrictions 
on  travel,  work,  or  study,  the  document 
says. 

The  report  also  contains  accounts  by 
several  people  who  have  been  subjected 
to  different  forms  of  torture  by  law 
enforcement  agencies. 


UM  church 
serves  area 
flood  victims 

JACKSON,  Miss.  —  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  located  on  Old  Canton 
Road  near  the  heart  of  the  flooded 
neighborhoods,  was  a  sanctuary  for  flood 
victims  when  the  waters  began  to  rise  ' 
Now  that  the  floods  have  receded,  it; 
continues  to  serve  as  a  center  for  help 
and  service  to  those  people  whose  homes 
were  under  water. 

Their  efforts  during  this  period  of 
disaster  were  typical  of  many  churches 
in  the  Jackson  area,  according  to  the, 
Mississippi  United  Methodist  Advocate. 
As  far  as  UM  congregations  are,’ 
concerned,  Christ  UMC  was  the  hardest 
hit,  with  about  150  families  being  flooded.. 

The  Rev.  David  McIntosh,  the  senior, 
minister  at  Christ  Church,  said  that  the 
spirit  of  the  people  during  the  crisis  was, 
overwhelming.  “I’ve  never  seen  such, 
great  acts  of  unselfishness,  and  such 
close  fellowship  as  has  existed  among 
our  people  during  this  disaster.  ” 

Miss  Jean  Foster,  director  of  education 
at  Christ  UMC,  described  the  many. 
services  which  the  church  continues  to 
provide. 

The  church  first  made  a  list  of  all 
members  involved  —  over  150  families  — 
and  made  contact  with  them.  They  made 
a  record  of  where  they  could  be  reached 

They  helped  displaced  persons  find 
places  to  stay.  During  the  high  water 
period,  they  carried  food  to  workers  by 
boat. 

Meals  were  provided  for  flood  victims 
twice  a  day.  Members  not  affected  by  the 
flood  did  laundry  for  those  who  saved 
clothing. 

Clothes,  linens  and  household  items 
were  made  available.  A  special  child¬ 
care  program  was  made  available  from 
8:30  to  12  each  morning. 

Work  crews  assisted  in  cleaning  up  and 
moving  flooded  members.  A  special 
worship  service  was  held  one  Sunday  at 
8:30  and  everyone  came  in  work  clothes, 
then  went  out  to  find  families  where  help 
was  needed. 

Christ  Church  is  now  making  plans  for 
financial  aid  to  church  members  and 
even  participated  in  the  recent  flood 
relief  offering.  Work  crews  continue  to 
help  with  clean  up  and  moving  problems. 
Cleaning  materials  are  being  supplied. 

Mr.  McIntosh  said  the  church  lived  up 
to  its  name  during  the  days  of  crisis.  No 
one  in  Jackson  who  saw  these  people  at 
work  will  ever  doubt  that  they  are  in  the 
“people"  business,  and  that  the  Spirit  of 
Christ” manifested  itself  to  the  whole 
community,  he  said. 


Hell  in  Norway 

HELL,  Norway  —  The  Rev.  Ian 
Thompson,  chaplain  with  the  British 
Royal  Marines,  is  all  smiles  as  the  spring 
thaw  begins  in  Hell,  Norway,  during 
recent  NATO  war  maneuvers.  Chaplain 
Thompson  frequently  visits  the 
snowbound  village,  during  a  break  in 
military  activities,  to  conduct  fire-side 
church  services  for  the  year-round 
residents,  religious  news  service  photo 


Bishop  sees  great  opportunity 
for  Christian  witness  in  China 


GENEVA  (RNS)  —  Anglican  Bishop 
K.  H.  Ting,  head  of  the  Nanking 
Theological  College,  says  that  in  China 
today  "the  opportunity  for  Christian 
witness  is  unprecedented.” 

He  made  the  statement  in  a  recent 
interview  with  the  Rev.  Eero  Saarinen,  a 
Finnish  Lutheran  pastor,  who  was 
touring  the  People’s  Republic  of  China.  A 
report  of  the  interview  was  released  here 
by  the  Information  Service  of  the 
Lutheran  World  Federation. 

Bishop  Ting  said  the  theological 
college  has  now  become  the  Center  for 
Religious  Studies  of  Nanking  University. 
"The  opportunity  for  making  a  Christian 
witness  among  the  intellectuals  and 
academics  is  quite  unprecedented,”  he 
declared.  "We  are  going  to  give  lectures 
on  Christianity  to  the  students  of 
philosophy  and  history.  And  in  May  we 
are  going  to  give  a  lecture  to  the  whole 


University  community  on  the  subject:; 
The  Christian  Reason  for  the  Existence; 
of  God  .  ” 

Noting  that  he  did  not  mean  to  imply: 
"that  our  non-Christian  friends  are  sq 
very  eager  to  listen  to  us.”  Bishop  Ting 
added  that  “for  us  to  be  part  of  thq 
university  gives  us  a  tremendouq 
opportunity  and  responsibility  tq 
witness." 

The  Christian  educator,  who  served  on 
the  staff  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
in  Geneva  in  the  early  1950s,  reported 
that  "some  students  and  some  teachers 
are  ready  to  consider  and  inquire  into  the 
validity  of  the  Christian  faith." 

The  educator  said,  "We  are  translating 
and  going  to  use  a  new  translation  of  thd 
Bible  If  there  weren’t  a  cultural- 
revolution  that  wouldn’t  have  been 
possible.” 


Dulac  Community  Center’s  Spring  Report 
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Renovations  nearing  completion 


On  May  5th  the  Dulac  Community  Center 
and  the  Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  jointly  sponsored  an  Open  House  for 
all  their  friends  from  around  the  State  so 
that  everyone  could  rejoice  with  them  in  the 
changes  and  improvements  that  have  taken 
place. 

The  renovation  of  the  Dulac  Community 
Center  facility  and  Residence  House  for 
Center  Staff  was  made  possible  by  a  grant 
of  up  to  $75,000  by  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  With  this 
grant,  it  has  been  possible  to  go  from  the 
bottom  of  the  septic  tank  to  the  top  of  the 
roof  —  changing,  replacing,  improving, 
solving  problems,  and  creating  a  more 
workable  arrangement  of  the  facilities.  It 
will  not  be  possible  to  improve  the  quality  of 
our  programs  tremendously,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  we  can  concentrate  more 
of  our  time  on  program  and  less  on  constant 
repair  of  the  building. 

Special  gifts  from  several  local  church 
United  Methodist  Women  groups  have 
made  it  possible  to  furnish  the  three  main 
apartments  that  make  up  the  Staff 
Residence  Complex. 

The  renovations  and  additions  to  the 
Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
have  been  financed  by  the  local  people 
themselves.  None  of  the  Women’s  Division 
grant  has  been  used  in  any  of  this  work.  The 
local  people  have  totally  refurnished  the 
Church  sanctuary,  purchased  a  Church 
Building  which  they  floated  into  Dulac  by 


barge,  built  in  the  new  building  a  kitchen 
facility  and  are  in  the  process  of  adding 
restrooms/shower  facilities  to  be  used  by 
Work  Camps  that  come  down  in  the 
Summer. 

In  addition,  the  classrooms  in  the  new 
building  are  being  used  for  a  Tuesday 
afternoon  Church  School  being  conducted 
by  the  members  of  the  local  church. 

This  new  addition  is  to  be  named  for  Miss 
Wihelmina  Hooper  in  honor  of  her  work  in 
education  and  Christian  development  in 
Dulac  for  over  43  years.  Miss  Hooper  will  be 
present  for  the  Open  House. 

One  other  point  of  interest  on  view  during 
the  Open  House  was  a  large  4x6  foot  oil 
painting  done  by  a  local  artist,  John 
Parfait,  commissioned  by  the  Current 
Director  and  his  wife.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Spiller 
Milton.  It  will  be  permanently  displayed  in 
the  Director’s  Apartment  of  the  Residence 
House. 

The  oil  painting  is  an  impression  of  life  in 
Dulac  during  the  1950’s  prior  to  electricty, 
natural  gas  and  running  water.  The  artist’s 
statement  concerning  the  painting  was,  “I 
am  amazed  myself.  I  had  never  realized 
just  how  much  there  was  in  Dulac  of  a 
unique  quality.  I  am  glad  I  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  preserve  it  so  others  can 
discover  this  for  themselves.  ” 

The  ladies  of  Dulac  cooked  a  seafood 
Gumbo  and  sold  it  for  a  dollar  a  bowl  to 
visitors. 

Cake,  pies,  and  coffee  were  also 
available. 


The  bus  rolls 


Thanks  to  the  generosity  and  interest  of 
United  Methodist  Church  Women,  youth 
groups  and  total  congregations  across  the 
Conference,  the  dream  of  a  specially 
designed  Bus  for  Medical  Transportation  is 
a  reality.  , 

A  Community  service  agency  in 
Shreveport  had  a  bus  identical  to  what  we 
desired  (only  larger)  which  they  could  no 
longer  use  because  of  a  change  in  their 
program.  The  bus  had  been  totally 
renovated  —  the  motor  rebuilt,  the 
transmission  and  drive  chain  rebuilt,  new 
clutch  and  clutch  plate,  the  brake  system 
rebuilt  with  new  brake  shoes  installed,  the 
electric  power  wheel-chair  lift  rebuilt,  etc. 


In  the  words  of  one  person  involved,  the  bus 
is  in  better  shape  than  if  it  had  just  come 
from  Detroit.  April  1st  is  delivery  date  for 
the  bus. 

God  works  in  wonderous  ways.  The  day 
we  called  about  the  bus  we  learned  we  were 
$300  short  of  the  agreed  upon  price.  The 
telephone  had  hardly  been  hung  up  when 
Rev.  John  Lee  of  Amite  called  saying  his 
young  people  had  a  rock-a-thon  and  they 
were  sending  enough  money  to  more  than 
cover  the  remaining  cost  of  the  bus. 

Some  of  you  have  told  us  that  you  still 
have  some  Trading  Stamps  and  coupons  on 
hand.  We  can  still  make  use  of  these  if  you 
want  to  send  them.  There  is  still  the  matter 


of  taxes,  licenses,  insurance,  inijia) 
servicing,  transportation  cost  to  pick  up  die 
bus,  etc.,  that  can  be  covered  by  funds 
redeemed  through  the  stamps.  Any  funds 
not  used  can  go  towards  items  for  the 
children  in  the  Day  Care,  Recreational 
equipment  for  the  Summer  Program  and 
the  like. 

Again,  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  Staff, 
the  Community  people  and  myself,  wish  to 
extend  our  deepest  appreciation  to  the 
wonderful  way  so  many  of  you  responded  to 
this  request.  We  know  that  for  many  of  you 
it  is  easier  to  part  with  money  than  Trading 
Stamps  but  you  sent  them  anyway.  Thank 
you. 


John  Wesley  visits  Dulac  Community  Center 


From  March  21  through 
March  31,  1979,  John  Wesley 
and  21  other  personnel  from  the 
Agency  for  International 
Development,  a  branch  of  The 
State  Department  of  the  United 
States  Government,  visited  the 
Dulac  area. 

John  Wesley  is  a  faculty 
member  stationed  in 
Washington  to  provide  mid¬ 
career  training  for  Foreign 
Service  Officers  in  the  process 
of  receiving  reassignment  to  a 
Development  Country  of  either 
Indonesia.  Africa,  or  Latin 
America.  Along  with  the  four 
faculty  members,  were  18 
professional  Foreign  Service 
Officers  from  the  United 
States,  Tunisia.  Paraguay  and 
the  Philippine  Islands. 


The  group  came  to  Dulac  to 
get  a  first-hand  view  of  what  is 
taking  place  in  Rural  America, 
particularly  in  terms  of 
assisting  minority 

communities  to  improve  their 
living  standards. 

They  came  as  observers  from 
the  State  Department  but  left  10 
days  later  as  friends.  At  a 
farewell  dinner  Friday  night  at 
the  Clanton  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church  Educational 
Building,  the  18  members  of  the 
study  group  and  their 
instructors  hosted  the  Dulac 


Community  to  a  catered  meal, 
to  express  their  appreciation 
for  the  hospitality  and 
cooperation  shown  and  to 
present  the  findings  of  their 
short  visit. 

In  Terrebonne  Parish,  the 
students  divided  into  study 
groups  to  examine  different 
aspects  of  the  community.  Bill 
Heanette,  one  of  those  looking 
at  the  fishing  industry,  told  the 
Dulac  fishermen  that  a  concern 


for  the  environment  should  be 
their  prime  consideration  in 
trying  to  solve  the  problems 
that  face  them;  salinification, 
dredging,  oil  and  over-fishing. 
He  said  everyone  would  have  to 
learn  that  supplies  are  limited 
and  to  make  compromises  with 
the  traditional  way  of  doing 
things. 

“You  have  such  a 
tremendous  resource  here.  But 


the  natural  habitat  is  being 
changed,”  Jeanette  said. 
“Nature  doesn’t  adapt  itself  to 
us,  we  have  to  adapt  ourselves 
to  nature.  If  not,  nature  has  a 
way  of  striking  back.” 

Paul  Worthington,  who  works 
on  agricultural  projects  in 
Thailand,  found  the 
community’s  food  system  also 
in  a  state  of  change. 

Historically,  the  community 


has  gathered  most  of  its  food 
through  fishing,  trapping  and 
gardening.  However,  the 
younger  generation  is  not 
following  that  pattern.  Today, 
more  people  are  buying  from 
shores  and  the  community  is 
moving  into  a  cash  economy 
with  the  growth  of  industry. 

Program  Director  Richard 
Blue  stated,  “We  hope  the 
things  we’ve  learned  here  will 
help  us  where  we  work  in  the 
Tanzanias  and  Bangladeshes  of 
the  world.”  He  then  presented 
Kirby  Verrett,  a  Houma  Indian 
and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  The  Dulac 
Community  Center  with  a 
beautiful  engraved  bronze 
plaque  of  appreciation. 

Verret  stated  in  accepting  the 
plaque  on  behalf  of  the  entire 
Community.  “The  AID  workers 
were  not  the  only  ones  who 
learned  something  during  the 
group’s  visit.  You  came  to 
learn  from  us,  but  we  have 
learned  from  ourselves.  Having 
you  ask  us  questions  made  us 
see  and  appreciate  what  we 
have  .  .  You  gave  us  a  positive 
attitude.  With  the  low 
unemployment  and  all  the 
resources  we  have  available 
...  the  opportunity  is  here,” 
Verret  said.  “It’s  just  a  matter 
of  getting  the  training  and 
education  to  take  advantage  of 
it.” 


Personnel  from  the  Agency  for  International  Development  and  Dulac 
Community  Staff  members. 


aS 


oposed  appointineiit^  for  Louisana  Conference 

JL  /  **  •  l  ..  .  (tamps S  Davidson)  4  Philosophy.  Curry  College.  Milton. 


BROWSING  SHELF 


x  z  r~ 
-t  l 
i'  mti 

— *  z  > 

Or  >  t-t 
op  x  o 


VITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  FountfiMfon  On  Pa 


LOUISIA 
UNI  TED  ME  TH ODI 


edition 


VOLUME  7  NUMBER  24 


Send  P.  O.  Form  3579  to  P.  0.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tx.  75222 


MAY  25.  1979 
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ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

A.  Jerome  Cain 


District  Superintendent 
Alexandria: 

First 

First.  Associate 
First,  Associate 
Horseshoe  Drive 
MacArthur  Drive 
Newman-St.  Mark 
Trinity-Pleasant  Grove 
Wilton-Wesley-Union-Macedonia 
Ball-Clear  Creek-Springhill 
Boyce,  First-Lahey  Chapel-Sieper 
Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Memorial-Evergreen-White's 
Chapel 

Wesley  Booneville-Marshall-Simpson-St.  Mark 
Melder 

Colfax-Hollins  Chapel 

Glenmora,  First-Fellowship-Forest  Hill-Melder 

Jena  Nolley  Memorial-Belah 

Jonesville 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville 

Marks  ville-Oakgrove-Simmesport 

Marthaville-Beulah-Robeline 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta-St.  Maurice 

Mt.  Zion-Emmanuel-St.  Paul  Clarence-St.  Paul 

Cheneyville 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-WilliamsChapel-St.  Marks 

College  Avenue 

First 

Oak  Grove-Campti 
Olla-Tullos 
Palestine-Bethel 
Pineville  First 

Pollock-Selma-Liberty  Chapel 

Provencal-Weaver 

Rosa-Taylor  Chapel-Haskins  Chapel 

Trout  Eddy  Justiss  Memorial-Eden-Urania 

Winnfield-Couley 


William  P.  Fraser 
Bruce  Layman 
Brenda  Layman 
JackS.  Winegeart 
Roland  K.  Friedrich 
Roger  Dale  La  than 
Robert  R.  Miller 
(George  M.  Alfred) 
T.B.S. 

(J  T.  Cupples  LP) 


Clyde  W.Averett 


( Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr.  PTLP)  2 
Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.  4 

(Joe  L.  Rountree)  1 

James  L.  Adams  4 

Raymond  W.  Crofoot  4 

(JohnSayes)  2 

Michael  D.  McLaurin  4 

(Floyd  McCarty  LPR)  4 

Mark  R.  Martin  2 


( Alex  Johnson  PTLP ) 


Charles  L.  Washington  2 

Robert  E.  Townsend  3 

Joe  W.  McClain  3 

(James  Ryan  Horton.  Jr.  HL)  1 
Robert  F  Marshall  2 

Jerry  A.  Means  2 

Hugh  L.  Baker  2 

(Lionel  J.  Marcel)  1 

Jolly  B.  Harper  R  5 

T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

Grayson  B.  Watson  3 


BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 

Amite-Independence 

Baker 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor 
Broadmoor,  Associate 
Corbin 

Francis  Asbury 
Hughes  Memorial 
Ingleside 

Ingleside,  Associate 
Jefferson 

Jordan  Chapel-LeJeune 
North  Baton  Rouge 
St.John's 

St.  Luke’s-Deerford 
St.  Paul’s 
Winbourne 

Beech  Grove-Macedonia-Andrews  Chapel 
Bethel-Magnolia 
Blackwater 
Blackwater.  Associate 
Carpenter's  Chapel 
Clinton: 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul 

St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel-Jackson  Chapel 
Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek 
Concord-New  Hope 
Days-Center-Darlington 
Denham  Springs,  First 
Roberts-St.  Luke 

Donaldsonville,  First-Meadows  Chapel 
St.  Peter -Belle  Rose,  St.  James 
Faithful 
Friendship 
Gonzales 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel 
Hammond.  First-Tickfaw 
Jackson-Ethel 
Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon 
Live  Oak 

Livingston-James  Chapel-Montpelier 

Loranger-Coopers  Chapel 

Lutcher-New  River 

Mangum-Pine  Grove 

Norwood.  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel-W&ley 

St.  Francisville-Tunica 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge 

Walker 

Zachary 


Kirby  A.  Vining 
JohnM.  Lee 
John  Howard  Sewell 


Douglas  L.  McGuire 
( Marshall  C.  Pai  ne  LP ) 
(Paul  Singletary  PTLP) 
Randall  Gammill 
William  J.  Miller 
Lonnie  M.  Sibley 
(Karl  S  Klaus  St.  LP) 
Angus  L.  Carruth 
T.B.S. 

Malcolm  E.  Finnell 
Thomas .  Dunbar 
A.  S.  Hodges.  Jr. 

Lynn  W.  Merrill 
Brady  Williams 
(Wesley  Cyprian  PTLP) 
James  H.  Humphreys 
Fred  0.  Shirley 
Randall  Keith  Nichols 
( Roger  Mosher  St.  LP ) 


(W.R.  Lafayette) 

(Adam  Franklin) 

John  H.  Casey 
(Jesse  L.  Means,  Jr  HL) 
(A.  Bray  Sibley  LP) 
George  A.  Duerson 
Clarence  L.  Hillard 
Stephen  Carl  Fleming 
(Edward  Lewis  Berry) 
(Jay  Daigle  LP) 

Lester  N.  Nance 
J.  Roddy  Taylor 
Theodore  J.  Smith 
George  W  Harkins 
James  E.  Constable 

S.  Burl  Dampier 
R.  Larry  Stafford 
(Charles  ScottHL) 

T. B.S. 

Carol  Susan  Winn 
Mickey  D.  Stringfield 
(James  A.  Smith  R) 
(Harold  Babin  PTLP) 
(Ronnie  Sexton  OD) 
(Boyd  Hood) 

Louie  P.  Chrismon 
Calvin  0.  Lapuyade 


BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 
Abbeville-Pecan  Island 
Baton  Rouge: 

Camphor 

First 

First,  Associate 
First,  Minister  of  Youth 
Islrouma 
Neely-Hartzell 
St.  Mark 
Wesley 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial  University 
William  B.  Reily  Memorial  University, 
Associate 
Franklin: 

Asbury -Trini  ty-Godm  an 
First-McGowan 
Grand  River 
Indian  Bayour-Kaplan 
St.  Paul-Briggs-Mt.  Zion 
St.  Peter 
Lafayette: 

Asbury 

Davidson  Memorial-Lydia 
First-St.  Martinville 
First,  Associate 
Church  of  the  Covenant 
Mallalieu-St.  James 
Lottie-Rosedale-Krotz  Springs 
Melville-Palmetto 
New  Iberia,  First 
New  Roads 
St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel 
Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial-Port  Barre 
St.  Mark-Washington 
Plaquemine,  First 
Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke 

St.  Martinville,  Mallalieu-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion 
St.  Paul-St.  James-St.  Joseph 
St  Peter-Green-Wiley 
Scott  Chapel-Shiloh 


W  T  Handy.  Jr 
Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr. 


G  W.C.  Calvin 
J  Woodrow  Hearn 
Donald  C.  Cottrill 
Willis  W  Dear 
Glendon  R.  Messer 
Donald  R.  Avery 
Robert  Williams 
Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr. 
Lamar  E.  Smith 


Kenneth  M.  Carroll 


Sidney  E.  Irving 
C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
(John  R.  Oldham  LP) 
John  C.  Coker 
( Robert  L,  Norwood  LP ) 
(Eddie  Francis  PTLP) 


L.  Ray  Branton 
Allen  Wayne  Evans 
W  0.  Lynch,  Jr. 

C.  Robert  McCammon  R 
H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr. 
Edgar  D.  Smith 
Claude  Edward  Henkel 
( Kenneth  Chapman  OD ) 
Donald  J  Hall 
( Margaret  E.  Lilly  PTLP) 
(Lawrence  Pate  PTLP) 


Alan  D.  Einsel 
Henry  Gage 
George  B.  Cunningham 
(Wilbur G.  Davis,  Sr  PTLP) 
(Marshall  Wesley) 

(Oneal  Hardy  PTLP) 

N  P.  Perry  R 
W.  C.  August 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  Jack  Cooke 

Cameron-Grand  Chenier  Minns  S.  Robbertson 

Church  Point-Maxie- Vi  He  Platte  (Nathan  Avant  PTLP) 

Crowley,  First  Abe  M  Conerly 

peQuincy  Eddie  E  Morgan,  Jr. 

DeRidder.  First  J-  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 


Wesley-Merryville 
Ebenezer-Crowley,  Wesley 
Eliza  be  th-Hopewell-Pine  Grove 
Eunice-Iota 
Fairview-Sweetlake 
Gueydan 
Iowa-Hayes 
Jennings,  Firrst 
Trinity 

Kinder-Basile-Oberlin 
Lake  Arthur 
Lake  Charles 
First 

First.  Associate 

First,  Minister  of  Visitation 
Oak  Park 
St.  Luke 
Simpson 
University 

University,  Associate 
Warren 

Leesville-Holly  Grove 
Ml.  Zion-Macedonia 
Maplewood 
Moss  Bluff 
Oakdale-Pine  Prairie 
Prospect-Hombeck 
Raymond-Elton 
Rayne-Branch 
Roanoke 

Sulphur,  Henning  Memorial 
Wesley-H  ackberry 
Squyres 
Vinton 
Welsh,  First 
Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity 
Westlake 


Arthur  M.  Baker 
J.  Richard  Scott-Welch 
(C.  A.  Jordan  LP) 
(George  A.  McVay) 
(FinasP.  Corie) 

Joe  A.  Hoover 
William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 
Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
(Thomas  A.  Wilson) 
Dorothy  Mae  McGowen 
( Allan  Stackhouse  PTLP ) 


Hartzell 
Laha  rpe-Thom  pson 
Lake  Vista 
Metairie 
Munholland 
Munholland,  Associate 
Ray  Avenue 
St.  Andrew's 
St.  Bemard-Arabi 
St  Luke's 
St  Mark's 
St  Philip 
Second 

Pearl  River-Talisheek 
Ponchatoula,  First-Lee's  Landing 
Ponchatoula,  First.  Associate 
Wesley  Chapel 

St  Timothy  on  the  North  Shore 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate 

First 

First,  Associate 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-New  ell 
Springfield,  First-Hirff's  Chapel-Maurepas 
St.  James-St.  Landry 
Varnado-Sun-Bush 
Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s  Chapel 


(James S  Davidson) 
Andrew  J  Douglas 
Donice  W  A1  verson 
T  Wayne  Perrott 
William  C.  Blakely 
William  R  Pittman 
( Louis  Augustine  III  St.  LP) 
William  I  Eubanks 
Luther  W  Taylor 
Conrad  P  Edwards 
David  Billings 
(Burnell  Bell  LP) 

TBS 

James  W  Ailor 
Robert  L  Potter 
A.  D.  St  .AmantR 
William  M  Jacocks 
Donald  Keith  McDowell 


Christopher  H  Andrews 
James  P  Woodland 
James  W  Ailor 
J.  D.  V.  Hamilton.  Jr. 

D.  Dale  Lyons 
(James  C  Miles  PTLP) 
(Karl  D  WoodHL) 
(Isaiah  L.  McCoy) 


Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr. 

Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

Carl  F.  Lueg  R 
JohnE.  Scarf 
Darrell  E.  Mount 
Rupert  D.  Coles 
Sale  T  Lilly 
Mark  W  Meier 
Richard  A  Harry 
Roy  L.  Garrett 
(Robert  M.  Harris) 

John  M.  Braden 
Claude  E.  Barron 
Eskel  L.  Tatum 
T.B.S. 

Douglas  L.  Davis 
John  M.  Downs 
( Homer  V.  BailesLP) 

B.  E.  Bond 
Richard  C.  Hebert 
Donald  M.  Risinger  R 
(George  D.  Anders,  Sr.  LP) 
Thomas  M.  Lancaster 
(Willie  B.  Sweat  LP) 

Arby  W.  Coody 


MONROE  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 

James  J.  Caraway 

3 

Baskin 

T.B.S. 

Bastrop,  First-Collinston 

Ira  M.  Robinson 

4 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge 

George  H.  Sherman,  Jr. 

4 

Beekman 

( Scott  Covington  LP ) 

2 

Columbia-Hebert 

(E.  Eugene  Kimble  LP) 

3 

Delhi 

James  W.  Jones 

3 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer 

Sherman  L.  Beird 

2 

Ferriday-Clayton 

Terry  C.  Willis 

1 

Grayson-Kelly 

T.B.S. 

Kilboume-Locust  Grove 

<  JoeD  Solomon  LP) 

6 

Lake  Providence,  First 

Wallace  P.  Blackwood 

6 

Mangham-Crow  vi  lie 

Monroe: 

W  W,  Bevill 

8 

First 

W.  Odell  Simmons 

3 

First,  Associate 

Riley  E.  Burton,  Jr. 

1 

Memorial 

PaulC.  Carroll 

2 

Mission 

Alonzo  J.  Campbell 

1 

Reveille-Crew  Lake 

Frank  M.  Stage,  Jr. 

1 

St.  James-Mount  Olive 

TerrenceS.  August 

1 

St.  Mark 's-Little Creek 

Robert  L.  Burgess 

3 

St.  Paul 

Robert  S.  Murray  R 

2 

St.  Paul’s 

Stone  W.  Caraway 

4 

St.  Paul's,  Associate 

DonE.  Wineinger  R 

1 

Southside 

Lea  Joyner 

28 

Oak  Grove-Forest 

Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr. 

2 

Oak  Ridge 

James  E.  Wilson 

4 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge 

Kenneth  G.  Rorie 

1 

St.  Andrew's-Bartholomew 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr. 

8 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof-Wesley 

A.  Douglas  Madden 

2 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg 

Heaton  B.  Crammer 

4 

Tallulah 

Ned  L.  Stout 

5 

Union 

Jack  H.  MidyettR 

5 

Vidalia 

Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai-Mt.  Nebo- 

Steven  W.  Caraway 

3 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel 

West  Monroe: 

(Joe  Brown  LP) 

11 

Asbury 

Larry  O'Dell 

2 

Claiborne-Wilhite 

W.  Ed  Parks 

2 

First 

DeWitlM.Ginn 

1 

McGuire 

L.  Deen  Thompson 

5 

Walnut  Grove 

(Howard  L.  Hudson  PTLP) 

2 

Woodlawn 

( Pete  J.Medak  PTLP) 

5 

Winnsboro-Gilbert 

William  M.  McCutcheon 

4 

Wisner-Boeuf  Prairie 

Oakley  E.  Edwards 

6 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent 

Alfred  L.  Norris 

6 

Berwick 

E.  J.  Martin 

2 

Buras,  Trinity 

I.  Elmer  Malone 

3 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 

Houma: 

Douglas  T.  Williams,  Sr. 

1 

First 

John  Winn  and 

Carole  Cotton-Winn 

2 

District  Superintendent 
Ansley 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah 
Athens-Cross  Roads 
Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 
Bienville-Mill  Creek-Strange 
Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village 
Chatham-Eros 
Choudrant-Dougl  as 
Clay 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley 

Downsville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo 

Doyline-Sibley 

Dubach-Hilly 

Farmerville-Bird's  Chapel 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove 

Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona 

H  aynesvi  lle-Shongaloo 

Heflin-Brushwood 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel 

Jonesboro 

Marion-Huttig 

Minden,  First 

First,  Associate 
First,  Associate 
Lakeview-Mclntyre 
Pilgrim's  Rest 
Pine  Grove-Bethlehem 
Quitman-Faith 

Ringgold-Castor-Grand  Bayou 
Ruston.  Trinity 

Trinity,  Associate 
Grace-Wesley  Chapel 
Simsboro-Salem-Antioch 
Springhill-Sarepta 
Ruston  Greater  Circuit,  Centerpoint 
Concord-Frantom  Chapel-Antioch 
Sanders  Chapel 
Whitehall-Colquitt-Evergreen 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Robert  L.  Peyton 


Philosophy,  Curry  College.  Milton, 
Mass  BRH 

Director  of  Child  Care  Services  of 
Juliette  Fowler  Homes.  Dallas.  Texas  NOS 
Prof  of  Music  and  Chairman  of  Music 
Dept 

Bethel  College,  McKenzie,  Tenn.  A 

Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute,  Chicago, 

Ill.  M. 

Staff  Member.  Ecumenical  Institute. 
Chicago  LC 

Executive  Director.  Louisiana 
Interchurch 

Conference  BRH 

Director.  Camp  Istrouma  BRH 

Executive  Director  of  Creative  Ministry 
Associates,  Durham,  N.C.  M 

Director.  Dulac  Community  Center  NOH 

Director.  St  Mark's  Community  Center, 

NO.  N0S 

Chaplain  &  Director  of  Dept,  of  Pastoral 
Care, 

Memorial  Medical  Center.  Springfield. 

III. 

NOH 

Director  of  Program  at  Boys  Ranch. 

Methodist  Children's  Home.  Waco 
Texas 


William  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 

Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr 
(Joseph  H.  Windham  PTLP) 
(Cecil  C  Mims) 

(Jack  Maxey  PTLP ) 
(Richard  Poss) 

William  B  Shaw 
(David  E.  LaneLP) 

(Joe  E.  Hunter  PTLP ) 

T.  Edward  Boyd,  Jr 
James  R.  McClelland 
(H.  Austin  Smith) 

Jack  M  O'Dell 
John  R  Johns 
John  Ed  Dilworth 
Cleburne  W  Quaid  R 
William  D  Peeples 
Stephen  M.  Spurlock 
Douglas  R.  Foreman 
Terral  T.  Lowe 
J.  Vernon  Fairley 
(Stephen  P  Carter  PTLP) 
Tracy  R.  Arnold 
B.  Paul  Durbin  R 
Kent  A  Kilboume 
M.  C.  Cady 
(W.C  Moore  PTLP) 

Steven D  Bearden 
Bonnie  Ruth  Holley 
M.  Ray  Holt 
Merlin  W  Merrill 
M.  Roily  Walker 
James  E.  Christie 
Charles  R.  Langford 
James  0.  Evans 
( Gary  Boone  PTLP ) 

(Donn  M.  Kurtz  PTLP) 
T.B.S 

(W.  Paul  Cassels  R) 


District  Superintendent 
Benton 

Blanchard-Belcher 
Bossier  City: 

Barksdale 

First 

St.  Stephen's 
Bradford-New  Light 
Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel 
Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit 
Fairview-McDonald 
Greenwood-Bethany 
Holley  Springs 
Hosston-Gilliam-Ida 

James  Chapel-St  Matthew-Pleasant  Valley 
Keatchie-Shiloh 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Harvey  G  Williamson 


Clarence  B  K  rum  now 
Thomas  O.  Crosby,  Jr. 


Theo  Strong  Standley  3 

George  F  Pearce,  Jr.  5 

Larry  D  Robertson  4 

(W.C  Moore  PTLP)  7 

John  David  Corley  4 

Gray  Wilson  R  2 

(Oscar  E.  Player  PTLP)  2 

( Richard  Humphries  St.  LP ) 
(McKee  Williams  St.  LP)  3 

Paul  W.Carter  6 

(A.L.M  MochLPR)  I 

( Robert  F  DeBusk.  Jr  PTLP ) 


1 


Houma  Heights-Clanton  Chapel 
Wesley-Mt.  Vernon 
Luling 

Mathews- LaGrange 
Morgan  City 
Walmsley-Mason 
Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn 
New  Orleans : 

Algiers,  First 
St.  Matthew 
Asbury 
Aurora 

Aurora,  Associate 
Belle  Chasse-Hope  Chapel 
Boynton 
Carrollton 
First  Street 
Gretna 
Haven 
Jefferson 
Kenner,  First 
Ross-Thomas 
Mount  Zion 
Napoleon  Avenue 
Parker  Memorial-Felicity 
Peck 
Peoples 

Philips  Memorial 
Rayne  Memorial 
Rayne  Memorial,  Associate 
St.  James 
St.  Matthew's 
St.  Paul 
Shaw  Temple 


William  Spiller  Milton 
(Henry  J.  RhyanR) 
Larry  Maddin 
Samuel  Percy  Emanuel 
Roy  Mouser 
T.  E.  McElroy  R 
(Walter  Barabin  R) 


Carey  A.  Martin 
(Bernard  Smith) 

Edward  A.  Kennedy,  Jr. 

H.  Warren  Blakeman 
Fred  Wideman 
Joseph  E.  Seiler 
0.  W.  Christopher  R 
W  Dwight  Ramsey 
Abraham  E.  Davis 
George  W.  Harbuck 
Russell  L.  Jones 
Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr 
Brady  B.  Forman 
(Donald  Barrie  LP) 

Samuel  W  Walker.  Sr, 

(Robert  W  Peterson) 

Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Jr. 
Nathaniel  P.  Williams 
William  R  London.  Jr. 

Max  R.  Butler 
Clyde  C.  Frazier.  Jr 
Timothy  E.  Lawson 
Paul  Wesley 
Bob  L.  Lawton 
Richard  R.  Meek 
(Thomas  A.  Hoover,  Jr  PTLP) 


Logansport-Bethel 

Longstreet-Stonewall 

Love  Chapel-Haughton 

Mansfield-Grand  Cane 

Many-Bayou  Scie 

Mooringsport-Oil  City 

Mt.  Zion-Bonchest 

Plain  Dealing-Walker's  Chapel 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican 

Vivian- Rodessa 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor 
Broadmoor.  Associate 
Broadmoor,  Associate 
Caddo  Heights-Keithville 
Cedar  Grove-Ellerbe  Road 
Christ 

Christ,  Associate 
Fairfield-Jewalla 
First 

First,  Associate 
First.  Associate 
Johnson  Chapel-Mt.  Zion 
Lakeview 
Mangum 
Momingside 
Noel 

Noel,  Associate 
Noel.  Associate 
North  Highlands 
Providence 

St.  James-Round  Grove 

St.  Luke's 

St.  Paul 

Summer  Grove 

Trinity 

Wynn 

Wesiey-Shady  Grove 
Zwolle-Converse-Noble 


John  N.  Williams 
Robert  E  Taylor 
Douglas  L.  Cain 
Charles  B  Humphreys 
Ray  Rolon  Spiller 
( Daniel M  Grove, Jr.) 
(William  Tate  LPR) 

(J.  David  Strozier) 
Marie  P  Williams 
Byrd  L.  Terry 


Edward  R.  Thomas 
J  Pennington  Morgan 
James  W  Matthews  R 
Robert  M  Ford 
Edwin  H,  House,  Jr. 
Kenneth  R.  Reed 
(JohnLavoLP) 

Howard  L.  Milo 
D.  L.  Dykes.  Jr. 

James  W  Moore 
CarlE  Rhoads.  Ill 
(LeeC  Jennings  R) 
LelandD  Wade 
Daniel  W  Tohline 
Burton  F  Blair 
Benedict  A.  Galloway 
J  Albert  Trickett 
John  L  Vining 
Robert  I  Galalas 
(James  Jackmon  OD) 
James  A  Graham 
William  E.  Nolan 
Nathan  Daniels.  Jr. 
Robert  E  Carter 
(LeoL  Beck) 

(Harold W  Longfellow) 
George  L  Thomas 
Raymond  DeLaughter 
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Trinity 

Wesley 

Williams 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista 
Thibodaux,  First-Vacherie-Gibson 
Calvary-Magnolia 


Roger  J .  Trans pers 
( Louis  Augustine,  Jr.  LP) 
James  W.  Wilson 
Gary  L.  Van  Horn 
Paul  F  Longstreth 
(W.  Taft  Bowie) 


NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 
Bogalusa : 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial,  Associate 
Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel 
Covington,  First 
Fitzgerald-Waldheim 
Franklinton.  Centenary-Fisher 
Winan-Hayes  Chapel 
Lacombe-St.  Tammany 
LaPlace,  Lasseigne-St.  John 
Ninde  Chapel-St.  James 
Lutcher  Chapel-St.  James  (Whitehall) 

New  Orleans : 

Bethany 

Brooks 

Elysian  Fields-John  Wesley 
First 

First,  Associate 

First,  Associate,  Spanish-American 
Ministry 
Gentilly 
Grace 


W  D.  Boddie 


James  M  Poole 
James  W.  Spitzkeit 
Major  M  Goldman 
Edwin  J  Barksdale 
A.  G  Taylor 
LaelS.  Jones 
Louis  L.  Streams 
John  H  Giles 
Robert  W  Bengtson 
(Dan  Washington  PTLP) 
Carl  T  Wethers  R 


Moses  T,  Jackson 
Kenneth  M.  Fisher 
Tommy  R.  Bergerson 
Woodrow  W.  Smith 
Jerry  M.  James 


(Robert  Eaker  LPR) 
Lillard  R  Bevill 
Robert  F.  Harrington 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS 
Director  of  Promotion,  Louisiana  Moral  & 

Civic  Foundation  NOS 

Exec.  Director.  United  Methodist 
Foundation  S 

Director,  Conference  Council  on  MinistriesS 
Superintendent,  Methodist  Home  Hospital  NOH 
Superintendent,  People's  Community 
Center  &  Director,  N.  0.  Metropolitan 

Ministries  NOH 
Director  of  Development  for  Lafon  Home  NOS 
Chaplain  &  Program  Director,  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  New 
Orleans  NOS 

Conference  Treasurer  &  Exective 
Secretary,  Board  of  Pensions  S 

Director,  Hughes  Memorial  Center,  B  R.  BRH 
Director,  Metropolitan  Ministries. 

Shreveport  S 

President,  Centenary  College  S 

T  L.  James  Professor  of  Religion, 

Centenary  College  S 

Chaplain,  Chairman  of  Dept,  of  Religion, 
and  Associate  Professor  of  Religion, 

Centenary  College  S 

Assistant  Professor,  Christian  Education, 

Centenary  College  S 

Director  of  Admissions,  Centenary  Colleges 
Director,  Church  Relations,  Centenary 
College  S 

Director,  School  of  Church  Careers, 

Centenary  College  S 

Director,  Intern  Program  of  Church 
Careers, 

Centenary  College  S 

Chaplain,  Dillard  University,  New  OrleansNOS 
Assoc.  Professor  of  Philosophy  & 

Religious 

Studies.  S.M.U.  NOH 

Asst.  Vice  President  for  Rehabilitation, 
and 

Provost  for  Campus  Operations, 

Delgado  NOH 

Professor  of  Teaching  Ministries, 

Iliff  School  of  Theology  NOH 

Professor  of  Social  Ethics.  Candler  School 
of  Theology  NOH 

Chaplain.  Birchwood  Campus,  South 
r  rolina 

Dept  of  Youth  Services  BRL 

Chaplain,  Methodist  Children's  Home, 

Ruston  R 

Chaplain,  Associate  Professor  of  Religion  and 


Robert  F  Harrington 


'ClydeS  Clark 
■Byrl  J.  Moreland 
'William  F.  Mayo 


William  R.  London,  Jr 
i  Alfred  Pollar 


■JohnB  Koelemay 


•Robert  B.  Circhlow,  Sr. 
•William  J.  Miller 


'James  A  Graham 
> Donald  A.  Webb 


Webb  D  Pomeroy 


Robert  E.  Taylor 


*  Donald  G.  Emler 
a  Andrew  L  Pate,  Jr. 


Charles  B  Simmons 


s  Herbert  M  Scott 
■  Leslie  P  Norris 


■  Benjamin  A.  Petty 


■  Edward  A  Kennedy,  Jr. 


■Clarence  H.  Snelling.  Jr 


Theodore  R  Weber 


+  Howard  D.  Ellzey 


Douglas  T  Williams,  Jr 


*W  Russell  Pregea at 
+JoeE  Fogle 


•  Franklin  P  Poole 
■  George  R  Holcombe 
■Joseph  R  Thomas 


James  L  Stovall 
*(J  Monroe  Wilkes) 


•  Cathy  Carlson 
•William  Spiller  Milton 


•  David  Billings 


+Roy  B.  Nash 


Reuel  H  Allen 
John  A  Bayliss 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr 
AmealD  Ennis 
S.  Alvin  Mayo 
Lewis  E  Milem 


BRH  ‘LorrisM  Wimberly,  Jr 
DISABILITY  LEAVE 


S 

NOH 

BRL 

BRH 


HONORABLE  LOCATION 
Joseph  F  Carlisle 
James  Hengstenberg 
George  M  Hess 
Terry  C  Lowe 
Ronald  G  Ramke 
Robert  L  Tatum 


LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 
Louis  G.  Blankenbaker 
Alton  M  Brown 
Pearl  W  Evans 
Lloyd  A.  Foreman 
Lawson  G.  Lee 


WITHDRAWAL  -  BY  SURRENDER  OF  THE  MINISTERIAL  OFFICE 
Louis  F  Roos 


WESLEY  FOUNDATION  DIRECTORS 


Louisiana  Tech  University,  Ruston 

The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry,  LSU,  Baton  Rouge 

Northeast  Louisiana  University.  Monroe 

Northwestern  Louisiana  University,  Natchitoches 

Southeastern  Louisiana  University,  Hammond 

Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge 

Tula  ne  University 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana.  Lafayette 
University  of  New  Orleans,  Southern  University, 
and  Delgado  College,  New  Orleans 


William  M  Stokes 
William  M  Finnin.  Jr 
James  E.  Wilson 
Robert  E  Townsend 
William  M.  Jacocks 
Freddie  C.  Henderson 
Robert  Wagener 
Robert  Don  Ross 


Clarence  G.  Fuller.  Jr. 


(All  Wesley  Foundation  Directors  with  Annuity) 


MILITARY  CHAPLAINS 


U.S  Air  Force 

M 

Lucien  E  La  re  he,  Jr. 

24 

U.  S.  Army 

M 

Forest  N.  Blount 

18 

U.S.  Army 

NOS 

Willie  L.  Henry 

U.  S.  Navy 

LC 

William  G  Willson 

22 

U.S.  Navy 

LC 

Robert  G  Rowland 

S 

Veterans  Administration 

BRL 

Thomas  M  Babington,  III 

13 

Veterans  Administration 

S 

Floyd  M  Durham 

9 

Veterans  Administration 

NOS 

J  W  Williams 

2 

( All  Military  Chaplains  without  Annuity) 


«  Roland  K  Friedrich 
•August  E  Aamodt 


HOSPITAL  CHAPLAINS 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital, 

Pineville 

Glen  wood  Hospital,  West  Monroe 
Protestant  Chaplain,  East  Louisiana 
State  Hospital,  Jackson  BRH  -(-Waller  C  Worthy 

Associate  Chaplain.  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital.  New  Orleans  NOS 

Chaplain.  Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital  BRH 
Chaplain,  St  Francis  Hospital,  Monroe  M 


•PaulG  Durbin 
+ Henry  E  Pickett 
+DanR  Allen 


STATE  INSTITUTIONS 

Dixon  Correctional  Institute  BRL  4- Bertrand  Griffin 


India 

Liberia 


MISSIONARIES 

NOS  Dr  and  Mrs  James 
McClendon 

BRL  Doretha  Brown  Cooper 


Clinical  Social  Worker 
Belle  Chasse  School 


DEACONESSES 

NOH  Evelyn  Murphree 


DEACONESSES  SERVING  AS  DIACONAL  MINISTERS 
Guidance  Counselor.  Merryville,  La  LC  Norma  K.  Garlington 


DIACONAL  MINISTERS 
Director  of  Christian  Education. 

Louisiana  Memorial  UMC,  Opelousas 
Director  of  Christian  Education. 

First  UMC,  Monroe 
Director  of  Christian  Education. 

First  UMC,  West  Monroe 
Director  of  Christian  Education, 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC.  Alexandria 


BRL  Barbara  C.  Einsel 


Barbara  P  Garcia 


Joaquin  Garcia 
Patricia  Haulk  Hogan 


Craig  Taylor 


APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 
ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University  Graduate  School 
BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 
Asbury  School  of  Theology 
Georgia  Mental  Health  Institute 
Iliff  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Iliff  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodisi  University  Graduate  School 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
MONROE  DISTRICT 
United  Theological  Seminary 
Memorial  Hospital,  Houston 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  School 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Iliff  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Asbury  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University  Graduate  School 


Mark  Benge 
Thomas  B  Peyton.  Ill 


Weldon  Bares 
Richard  Behling 
Jeff  Duke 
MillicentC  Feske 
Kathy  H  Henderson 


Donald  R  Morgan 
Helen  Ploegsma 
Carolyn  Pullen 
C.  Gerald  Richardson 
James  A  Richardson.  Jr 
Jay  R  Rogers 


Franklin  J  Chlastak 
Kathy  Clark 
JonO  Hattaway 
LinnC  Richardson 
Stephen  R  Williamson 


Richard  O  Beckham,  III 
Ester  Hammond 
J  Thomas  Logan 
Lewis  L  (Jake)  Olmsted 


Larry  G.  Miller 
Mary  Theresa  McConnell 


Paul  Dickerson 
Lee  McKinzie 
David  Peabody 
Terry  Swan 
David  A  Trickett 


•  With  Annuity  on  Institution 


-(-Without  Annuity 


(District  Abbreviations  A— Alexandria.  BRH— Baton  Rouge- Hammond; 
BRL— Baton  Rouge- Lafayette  LC— Lake  Charles.  M -Monroe;  NOH— New 
Orleans-Houma;  NOS— New  Orleans -Slidell;  R— Ruston;  S -Shreveport ) 


TRANSFERRED  IN 

J  W.  Williams,  elder  in  full  connection,  from  Detroit  Conference 
Robert  John  Wagener.  elder  in  full  connection,  from  Western  New  York  Conference. 
John  Lynn  Vining.  elder  in  full  connection,  from  South  Georgia  Conference 
Riley  Elbert  Burton.  Jr  ,  elder  in  full  connection,  from  Mississippi  Conference. 
Talmage  Wayne  Perrott,  elder  in  full  connection,  from  Mississippi  Conference 
Andrew  L  Pate,  Jr  .  elder  in  full  connection,  from  North  Georgia  Conference 
Mark  W  Meier,  elder  in  full  connection,  from  North  Dakota  Conference. 

August  E  Aamodt.  elder  in  full  connection,  from  Northwest  Texas  Conference 


TRANSFERRED  OUT 

John  Juergen  Rasmussen.  Jr  ,  elder  in  full  connection,  to  Texas  Conference 
Samuel  Oliphant  Morris,  elder  in  full  connection,  to  North  Mississippi  Conference 
Richard  Sheridan  Sarley.  elder  in  full  connection,  to  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Con¬ 
ference 

Robert  Meredith  Allen,  elder  in  connection,  to  Southwest  Texas  Conference. 

William  Allen  Haskell,  elder  in  full  connection,  to  Texas  Conference. 

William  McKinley  Conatser.  deacon  on  probation,  to  Kentucky  Conference. 

Conrad  Randal  James,  elder  in  full  connection,  to  North  Texas  Conference. 
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Editorial# 


Petroleum  shortage  presents  us 
opportunity  for  moral  decision 


PEAR,  AS  PAfSHK 
WE  MUST  LET  OUR 
CtULPREH  KMOW 
WE  IME  THEM 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


WE  MUST  UHDER- 
STMJQ  them  AMP 
IMPART  OUASELVEi 

mm  their  lives 


Here  I  Stand 


¥  25,  1979 


As  the  lines  at  our  nation’s  gasoline 
stations  grow  longer  and  patience  of  con¬ 
sumers  wears  thinner,  everyone  seems 
to  be  asking  the  same  question:  Who  is  to 
blame  for  all  this? 

A  recent  national  opinion  poll  shows 
that  nearly  70  percent  of  the  American 
people  believe  the  whole  shortage  is  not  a 
shortage  at  all.  but  is  simply  something 
trumped  up  by  the  oil  industry  to  force 
higher  prices  for  its  products.  "When 
gasoline  costs  more  than  a  dollar  a 
gallon,  there  will  be  plenty  available,”  is 
a  frequent  claim. 

While  we  wouldn’t  want  to  bet  that  the 
American  petroleum  industry  is  without 
blame  in  the  current  shortage,  we 
believe  a  simple  look  at  some  statistics 
will  show  the  oil  industry  can  not  be 
rightfully  made  a  scapegoat  for  all  our 
current  woes. 

Any  nation  which  —  in  “good  times"  — 
must  import  7.2  million  barrels  of  oil  a 
day  from  foreign  countries  just  to  keep 
abreast  of  demand,  has  an  oil  shortage. 
Any  nation  which  consumes  nearly  one- 
third  of  its  petroleum  just  to  operate 
private  automobiles  —  not  counting 
public  transportation  and  commercial 
trucking  —  need  not  ask  where  the  heart 
of  the  gasoline  shortage  lies. 

While  curtailed  allotments  from  the 
Organization  of  Petroleum  Exporting 


Countries  (OPEC)  may  be  the 
immediate  reason  for  long,  frustrating 
service  station  lines,  it  is  our  own  oil 
gluttony  a  gluttony  that  burns  up  a 
third  of  the  world’s  oil  production  each 
year  -  which  has  put  us  in  the  position 
where  we  now  stand. 

So  who  is  primarily  to  blame?  We,  the 
people,  are  undoubtedly  the  culprits. 
Ev^ry  time  we  make  three  trips  to  the 
grocery  because  we  were  not  organized 
to  get  what  we  needed  the  first  trip,  we 
are  to  £lame.  Every  time  we  drive 
somewhere  where  we  could  as  easily 
walk,  we  are  to  blame.  Every  time  we 
exceed  the  speed  limit  just  to  save  a  little 
time,  we  are  to  blame.  Every  time  we 
place  the  comfort  or  prestige  of  a  gas- 
guzzler  automobile  in  front  of  the 
gasoline  savings  of  a  more  efficient  car, 
we  are  to  blame. 

American  Christians  have  a  significant 
role  to  play  in  callirtg  a  halt  to  the  current 
buck  passing  on  the  petroleum  shortage. 

The  problem  is  primarily  a  moral  one. 
It  involves  selfish,  over-consumption  of 
resources  that  God  gave  all  the  world, 
but  of  which  our  society  consumes  a 
disproportionate  share  —  and  a  share 
which  grows  larger  and  larger. 

It  is  time  Christians  begin  urging 
everyone  to  come  to  grips  with  the  moral 
implications  of  the  petroleum  shortage 
and  to  take  conservation  more  seriously. 


6 Identity  crisis 9  issues  added 
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By  JOHN  C.  BEATTY 

My  reaction  to  the  editorial,  “Will  the 
UMC  face  its  identity  crisis?”,  which 
appeared  in  the  February  23  issue,  was 
one  of  excitement.  I  was  excited  that 
someone  had  expressed  what  I  have  long 
believed  to  be  the  central  issue  before  the 
church  today.  I  was  excited  that  it  had 
been  presented  so  clearly,  so  free  from 
the  bias  of  a  particular  group  or 
viewpoint.  My  excitement  has  endured, 
and  I  wish  now  to  address  myself  to  the 
two  issues  in  the  article  which  to  me  are 
most  central. 

The  first  issue  is  theology.  I  believe  we 
are  being  called  to  reclaim  the  word 
“theology”  and  restore  it  to  its  proper 
place  in  the  life  of  our  church. 

Theology  has  fallen  on  hard  times  in 
our  denomination.  It  has  become  more 
fashionable  to  speak  of  “feelings”  or 
“experience”  or  "involvement,”  than  to 
speak  of  what  one  believes.  Yet  no 
church  can  long  exist  without  careful 
attention  to  what  it  believes  about  God  as 
revealed  in  Christ,  and  all  that  this  great 
event  means  for  our  lives  today. 

To  do  the  work  of  theology  does  not 
necessarily  mean  that  we  must  retreat  to 
a  university  or  seminary,  for  it  can  be 
done  very  well  in  the  life  of  a  local 
church.  Indeed,  a  case  can  be  made  for 
saying  this  is  the  best  place  to  do  the 


work  of  theology.  I  believe  it  is  time  we 
began  to  give  ourselves  to  the  work  of 
theology  with  the  same  zeal  and 
commitment  which  have  characterized 
other  areas  of  our  church’s  life. 

The  second  issue  is  the  question,  “Who 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church  will 
dare  to  speak  for  God?  ” 

It  is  an  awesome  question;  indeed,  an 
intimidating  question.  One’s  first  re¬ 
sponse  is  to  say,  I  cannot  speak  for 
God:  you  cannot  speak  for  God;  no  one 
can  speak  for  God.  And  in  a  sense,  this  is 
true.  But  in  arriving  at  such  a  conclusion, 
we  are  overlooking  a  fundamental  truth 
of  biblical  and  church  history;  namely, 
God  has  always  chosen  men  and  women 
to  speak  for  Him.  People  who  were  very 
conscious  of  their  humanity,  of  their 
weakness,  of  their  inadequacies,  were 
chosen  by  the  Most  High  God  to  proclaim 
His  Word.  From  Moses  to  Paul  to  Wesley 
and  on  to  the  present  time,  God  has 
raised  up  men  and  women  to  speak  for 
Him.  True,  their  contemporaries  did  not 
always  see  them  as  such,  but  events  later 
revealed  the  true  nature  of  their 
ministry. 

Which  brings  us  to  the  heart  of  this 
matter;  namely,  the  clergy  are  by  call 
and  ordination  the  ones  set  apart  by  the 
church  to  speak  for  God.  Nourished  by 
commitment,  prayer,  study  and 


Health  care  access  is  vital  need 


United  Methodism  has  ‘identity’ 


Last  week  Senator  Edward  Kennedy 
(D-Mass.)  unveiled  a  new  multi-billion 
dollar  health  insurance  plan  under  which 
all  Americans  would  be  covered  for  the 
first  time. 

His  plan  was  immediately  attacked  by 
the  American  Medical  Association 
(AMA)  as  a  proposal  which  would  lead  to 
“rationing  of  health  care  services”  in  the 
United  States. 

Such  a  statement  seems  either 
incredibly  naive,  calloused  or  self- 
serving  in  light  of  the  fact  that  we 
already  have  “rationing  of  health  care 
services”  for  many  persons  in  this 
country  —  on  the  basis  of  their  ability  to 
pay. 

It  is  this  issue  which  has  been 
addressed  by  the  last  two  sessions  of  the 


United  Methodist  General  Conference 
and  which  we  believe  has  been  concisely 
defined  as  a  matter  of  “all  persons 
(right)  to  equal  access  to  the  best 
available  health  care,  including 
preventative  services,  regardless  of 
wealth,  social  status,  geographical 
location,  or  any  other  conditions.” 

We  do  not  specifically  endorse  either 
the  health  care  insurance  plan  of  Senator 
Kennedy,  the  one  proposed  by  President 
Career,  or  any  other  current  proposal  as 
the  perfect  answer  to  health  care  needs 
in  this  nation.  However,  we  believe 
guaranteed  access  to  health  care  for  all 
citizens,  regardless  of  their  ability  to 
pay.  is  something  the  entire  Christian 
community  should  support  —  even  if 
there  are  disagreements  regarding  the 
best  methods  for  providing  it. 


NBC  deserves  congratulations 


From  time  to  time  in  the  past, 
TM/UMR  has  used  space  in  these  edi¬ 
torial  columns  to  express  concern  over 
what  we  have  seen  as  questionable 
television  programming.  We  have 
occasionally  even  urged  our  readers  to 
write  letters  to  network  television 
executives  protesting  objectionable 
programs. 

But  not  all  on  television  is  bad,  and 
occasionally  we  see  something  such  as 
the  recent  National  Broadcasting  Cor¬ 
poration  (NBC)  mini-series  “Greatest 
Heroes  of  the  Bible”  which  is  excep¬ 
tionally  good. 

The  three-part  series  which  ended  May 
22,  presented  three  dramas  based  on 
Bible  stories  in  prime  time.  Each  was 
well  directed  and  used  top-notch  actors 
and  actresses. 

Amid  the  vicious  and  sometimes 
counter-productive  television  ratings 
war,  it  is  not  an  easy  decision  to  devote 
such  a  block  of  time  to  religious  subject 
matter  —  material  which  is  usually  side¬ 
stepped  by  television  executives  as 
"risky.”  It  is  much  “safer”  to  schedule 
more  of  the  same  type  of  situation 
comedies  and  action  adventures  which 
have  proved  successful  in  the  ratings. 

We  congratulate  NBC  for  its  courage  in 
televising  these  programs,  and  we  hope 


NBC  and  the  other  networks  will  be 
willing  to  take  more  such  “risks”  in  the 
future.  We  urge  our  readers  to  join  in 
commending  NBC-TV,  30  Rockefeller 
Plaza.  New  York.  N.Y.  10020. 

Letters  to  the  editor 


By  JAMES  E.  MAGAW 

I  am  happy  to  be  a  United  Methodist  in 
1979,  and  I  have  never  had  a  better  sense 
of  my  own  identity  and  spiritual  direction 
than  I  do  today.  If  we  were  a  monolithic 
denomination  with  a  strong  and  narrowly 
defined  set  of  doctrinal  interpretations 
and  lifestyle  prescriptions,  we  might  be 
more  efficient  and  identifiable,  but  for 
me  it  would  have  become  Ichabod. 

The  glory  of  United  Methodism  is  that 
it  includes  the  most  curious  and  diverse 
groups  of  Christians  in  the  world.  We  flirt 
with  fanaticism  and  are  halfway  to 
heresy  as  we  seek  for  simple  and 
effective  solutions  to  the  problems  of  the 
world  and  the  church.  Some  members 
stress  correct  belief  as  the  single  most 
important  thing  in  the  church.  Others  are 
obsessed  with  church  organization  and 
would  bring  the  Kingdom  through 
tinkering  with  structure.  Program  is  the 
ultimate  Christian  goal  for  some,  and 
sacraments  are  goal-setting  and 
strategy-building.  Still  another  segment 
of  the  church  lifts  up  behavior  as  the 
essence  of  being  Christian,  whether  they 
are  traditional  moralists,  preachers  of  a 
hew  “lifestyle,”  or  another  brand  of 
Pharisee. 


Given  a  free  hand  to  inflict  their  will 
upon  the  rest  of  the  church,  any  one  of 
these  groups  could  bring  order  out  of 
chaos  with  God  like  efficiency,  but  with 
ungodly  and  catastrophic  results  for  our 
dear  old  church.  Thrown  together,  as  we 
are  in  United  Methodism,  we  are  forced 
to  recognize  that  others  have  understood 
God  in  different  ways  than  we  —  or  at 
least  they  have  heard  God  with  a 
different  accent. 

Human  beings  do  not  all  have  the  same 
spiritual  and  psychological  needs.  Some 
need  a  narrowly  defined  statement  of 
beliefs,  and  there  are  churches  that 
gladly  will  impose  one  upon  them.  Some 
need  every  aspect  of  their  conduct 
codified,  and  they  can  find  churches  to 
accommodate  that  need.  Some  need  a 
church  that  devotes  its  whole  effort  to 
improving  the  conditions  and  quality  of 
human  life,  and  such  organizations  can 
be  found.  Others  need,  and  find  readily 
available,  a  church  that  exists  to  “save 
souls”  and  means  nothing  more  or  less 
than  leading  persons  to  profess  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ. 

As  a  lifelong  (so  far)  Methodist  and 
United  Methodist,  I  am  happy  with  our 


methodical  diversity.  Our  individual 
excesses,  and  our  temptations  to  heresy, 
correct  each  other.  Evehy  fourth  year  we 
beat  the  drums  for  our  own  cause, 
writing  letters  to  the  editor,  drafting 
petitions  and  foreclosing  the  mortgage 
on  our  denomination  in  God’s  behalf.  And 
the  church  goes  on! 

To  be  sure,  we  have  been  losing 
members  and  attendance.  We  have 
failed  in  many  ways,  but  let’s 1  not 
put  the  blame  on  those  fortunate/un¬ 
fortunate  delegates  who  represent  us  at 
General  Conference.  General  Conference 
does  not  receive  members  into  the 
church;  the  local  church  does.  When 
local  churches  become  centers  of 
spiritual  vitality,  where  people  are  living 
arid  working  together  in  love  and  with 
enthusiastic  optimism,  the  larger  church 
organization  will  be  renewed. 

This  offers  no  answer  to  the  concern 
about  our  lack  of  identity,  but  I’m  willing 
to  accept  the  fact  that  people  can't 
stereotype  me  when  they  discover  I  am  a 
•nited  Methodist.  I  believe  our  future 
will  be  brighter  if  we  relate  to  others  as 
open,  caring,  Christian  people  —  and 
allow' th‘etn  to  discover  later  that  we  are, 
incidentally.  United  Methodists. 


fellowship,  our  primary  calling  as  clergy 
is  to  speak  the  Word  of  God  in  the  church, 
to  the  church  and  to  the  world.  “Take 
thou  authority  to  preach  the  Word  of  God 
...  in  the  Church  of  God.”  This  is  the 
ordination  which  every  UM  pastor  has 
received  —  and  which  we  are  mandated 
by  the  church  to  fulfill.  This  is  not  to  take 
away  from  the  ministry  of  the  laity,  but  it 
is  to  restore  the  ministry  of  the  clergy  to 
its  proper  role. 

It  is  a  call  which  is  not  easy  to  obey. 
For  after  all.  who  wants  the 
responsibility  of  speaking  for  God?  None 
of  us,  if  the  truth  be  known.  But  I  believe 
Scripture  teaches  that  when  God  calls:# 
person  to  a  task,  He  will  provide  tttt 
necessary  resources  to  carry  out 
task.  And  the  source  of  our  strength  for 
the  work  of  ministry  today  is  the 
presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

It  is  the  Holy  Spirit  who  guides  us  irt 
our  preaching ;  who  guides  our  words  to 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  listeners, 
causing  the  Word  to  take  root  and  bear 
fruit  in  their  lives.  How  did  we  come  tp 
believe  that  it  was  all  up  to  us,  anyway? 
How  could  we  forget  that  the  strength  of 
the  church  does  not  lie  in  our  skills  and 
wisdom,  but  in  the  power  of  God’s  Holy 
Spirit  poured  out  upon  His  people?  I 
believe  it  is  time  we  remember  who  we 
are  and  what  is  the  source  of  our  power. 

To  be  sure,  we  can  pervert  the  task  of 
speaking  for  God  to  our  own  ends  —  but 
God  will  get  the  message  out  in  spite  of 
our  disobedience.  To  be  sure,  we  can 
fashion  the  Gospel  we’re  called  to 
proclaim  in  very  narrow  terms, 
influenced  more  by  geographical 
location  or  political  bias  than  by  the 
revealed  Word  of  God. 

There  are  many  dangers  in  speaking 
for  God;  I  know  that.  But  is  there  not  a 
greater  danger  in  remaining  silent?  Foi* 
when  we  do  not  speak,  then  the 
charlatan,  the  huckster,  the  con  man  has 
license  to  hawk  his  wares  to  a  people 
hungering  for  truth.  And  instead  of 
bread,  the  people  will  have  received 
stones  —  and  upon  whom  does  the  fault 
lie? 

Without  question,  God  uses  some  of  us 
more  visibly  than  He  does  others. 
Without  question,  it  is  a  challenging  and 
demanding  responsibility.  But  if  He  has 
truly  called  us  to  be  the  ministers  of  His 
Gospel  in  the  church  and  the  world,  then 
He  has  called  us  to  speak  His  words  t# 
His  people. 

I  believe  it  is  time  we  began  to  be  about 
our  Father’s  business. 

This  week's  contributors  to  “Here  l 
Stand "  are:  the  Rev.  John  C.  Beatty Z 
pastor  of  Brookville  UMC  in  Brookville. 
Indiana  (South  Indiana  Annual  Confer -. 
ence)  and  the  Rev.  James  E.  Magawi 
pastor  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Shelby.  Ohio, 
(East  Ohio  Annual  Cqnfgrence).  .<* 


Readers  support ,  deplore  firing  of  homosexual 
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To  the  Editor: 

These  coming  days  would  surely  be 
easier  foi?  the  Women’s  Division  and  the 
friends  of  the  division  and  Joan  Clark  if 
she  had  just  kept  quiet  (TM/UMR,  May 
4).  For  more  than  five  years  Joan’s 
sexual  preference  has  in  no  way 
interfered  with  her  performance  as  an 
effective  Christian  worker  for  the  church 
in  the  Dallas  area.  What  a  pity  it  is  that 
knowledge  of  her  preference  inevitably 
will.  There  is  no  change  in  Joan;  the 
change  will  be  in  the  way  the  church  now 
perceives  her. 

The  Bible  is  the  story  of  God’s  love  and 
sorrow  for  men  and  women  who  in  a 
thousand  different  ways  failed  to  live  up 
to  the  Creator’s  highest  hopes  and 
expectations.  If  space  in  the  Bible  and 
the  number  of  times  mentioned 
determine  what  the  church  should  be 
concerned  about,  then  our  preoccupation 
with  homosexuality  is  misplaced  and  all 
out  of  proportion.  Yet  it  is  the  one  human 
condition  on  which  the  church  seems  able 
to  speak  with  righteous  conviction.  Why 
does  it  not  speak  and  act  with  equal 
resolution  and  fervor  on  behalf  of  the 
poor,  who  have  always  been  God’s  main 
concern?  How  can  we  stretch  the 
Scriptures  so  as  to  accommodate  to  our 
affluenc^as  a  church  and  its  members? 
Why  are  we  not  equally  vocal  and 
forceful  when  we  talk  about  the  scourge 
of  war  and  the  arms  race? 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Bible  gives 
much  space  to  heterosexual  sins.  If  we, 
the  church,  are  to  look  God  and  the  world 
in  the  eye,  we  will  have  to  give  more  of 
our  Attention  to  these.  Why  are  we  so 
swift  to  condemn  the  homosexual  but  so 
quick  to  forgive  the  heterosexual’s 
misbehaVior?  Why  the  intolerance  for 
the  homosexual  but  tolerance  for  the 
heterosexual’s  misadventures,  even  if  in 
the  pastor’s  study?  Rarely  is  there  the 
call  for  dismissal.  After  a  mild  slap  on 
the  wrist,  with  sufficient  charisma  and 
pull,  he  moves  on,  and  occasionally  and 
incredibly,  up! 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Decker  Jr. 

Jacksonville,  Texas 

Integrity  exhibited 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  McFerrin  Stowe  has  exhibited 
the  very  kind  of  integrity  which  Stephen 
J.  Kobemik  called  for  in  his  thoughtful 
letter  printed  in  the  May  4  issue.  Mr. 
Kobemik  has  correctly  pointed  out  that  a 
church  which  applies  the  letter  of  its 
Discipline  in  a  matter  of  polity  (the 
Whitington  case)  but  blandly  looks  the 
other  way  when  the  Discipline  speaks  of 
morality  (the  Abels  case)  is  in  grave 
danger  of  losing  any  right  to  speak  as  an 
agent  of  God. 

Bishop  Stowe  has  shown  by  his  action 
regarding  Ms.  Clark,  an  acknowledged 
lesbian,  that  he  means  to  abide  by  the 


Discipline  and  enforce  it  at  all  points,  not 
merely  selectively.  No  doubt  he  will 
receive  as  much  unwanted  publicity 
from  this  latter  action  as  from  the 
former.  He  deserves  the  heartiest 
commendation  and  support  for  his  even- 
handedness,  yes,  but  even  more  for  his 
integrity.  John  N.  Oswalt 

Wilmore,  Kentucky 
Church  position  confused 
To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  con¬ 
fused  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality.  The 
"Discipline”  states:  “.  .  .  (we)  consider 
this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.”  In  the  same  statement, 
however,  the  "Discipline”  states  that  we 
affirm  the  “sacred  worth”  of  all  persons 
—  regardless  of  sexual  preference  and 
insist  on  their  human  and  civil  rights. 

In  the  situation  regarding  Ms.  Joan 
Clark,  (TM/UMR,  May  4),  the  confusion 
of  our  position  become  obvious.  Our 
church  is  on  record  being  ready  to  go  to 
battle  to  assist  her  in  maintaining  her  job 
(safeguarding  human  and  civil  rights) 
unless  —  as  was  the  case  —  she  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  church.  What  hypocrisy! 

The  reason  for  our  confusion  lies  in  the 
rationale  behind  each  of  the  parts  of  the 
disciplinary  statement.  Our  statement 
against  homosexuality  is  based  on  his¬ 
toric  tradition  and  some  statements  in 
scripture.  Our  position  in  support  of 
homosexuals  in  their  human  and  civil 
rights  is  based  on  the  teachings  of  Jesus, 
as  one  who  “sets  at  liberty  the  op¬ 
pressed.” 

I  think  it  is  time,  in  the  name  of  the 
Christ  of  compassion,  to  call  in  to  ques¬ 
tion  the  church’s  historic  position  against 
homosexuality.  There  are  no  statements 
in  scripture  attributable  to  Jesus  to 
support  our  systematic  exclusion  of 
homosexuals  from  positions  of  leader¬ 
ship  and  membership.  Instead  we  find 
such  statements  as:  "Come  unto  me,  all 
who  labor  and  are  heavy-laden”;  and 
"Let  him  who  is  without  sin,  cast  the  first 
stone.” 

I  think  that  we  are  casting  stones  in 
violation  of  Christ’s  law  of  love  in  the 
issue  of  homosexuality.  .... 

Dwight  Judy 
Mesquite.  Texas 
Decision  backed 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  the  two  articles 
concerning  Joan  Clark  in  the  May  4  issue 
of  TM/UMR. 

I  have  seen  Joan  as  a  leader,  she  is  a 
lovely  person  and  I  am  sorry  that  she  did 
not  find  in  her  Bible  that  God  is  opposed 
to  the  lifestyle  she  has  chosen.  I  pray  she 
will  seek  help  to  place  herself  more 
nearly  in  tune  with  her  God. 

While  I  can  not  feel  hate  for  her,  I  do 
not  want  her  or  any  other  homosexual 
appointed  by  my  church  over  me  or  my 


children. 

I  applaud  the  decision  of  the  College  of 
Bishops  and  the  statement  that  no  one  on 
that  college  will  ever  appoint  a  sex 
deviate  to  a  position  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Also,  I  am  appalled  at  the  three 
superficial  “points”  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  I  have  never  seen  such  empty 
and  such  selfish  reasons  to  take  a  stand 
in  the  name  of  a  Christian  organization. 
They  never  once  seemed  to  consider  the 
biblical  view.  If  we  take  the  Bible  as  our 
authority,  we  can  do  no  other  than  the 
Women’s  Division  and  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  College  of  Bishops  have 
done. 

Somehow,  as  a  United  Methodist 
Woman,  I  place  little  faith  in  the  decision 
of  the  Women’s  Division.  They  did  not 
take  as  their  stand  Christian  principles; 
they  were  simply  afraid  of  rebuff.  They 
had  a  right  to  be  afraid.  Their  stand 
made  no  mention  of  The  Solid 
Foundation,  Christ  our  Lord  or  the  Bible 
our  guide.  If  they  are  going  to  stand  only 
on  the  Book  of  Discipline  (and  I  don’t 
oppose  the  Discipline),  then  perhaps  we 
should  fill  it  with  direct  quotes  from  the 
Bible. 

This  is  facetious,  but  the  poor 
foundation  of  the  three  points  is  not.  If 
the  Women’s  Division  had  chosen  the 
more  solid  foundation,  the  Words  of 
Christ,  the  teachings  of  the  Bible,  they 
would  not  have  needed  point  three  (the 
inability  to  withstand  added  pressure). 

Mrs.  John  Dixon 
Bovina,  Texas 

INo  apology  offered 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  to  correct  the  account  of  Dr. 
Isaac  Bivens’  statement  about  the  grant 
to  the  ZANU  New  York  Information 
Office  (TM/UMR,  May  4).  As  a  member 
of  the  African  Regional  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  I  was  present 
during  the  whole  meeting  in  question. 

First,  Dr.  Bivens  did  not  apologize  for 
making  the  ZANU  grant.  His  statement, 
as  quoted,  was  "If  we  are  mistaken 
(about  the  action  being  consistent  with 
General  Conference  directions)  we  have 
to  apologize.”  But  he  made  it  very  clear, 
using  General  Conference  actions  and 
previous  grants,  including  extensive 
support  for  Bishop  Muzorewa  and  the 
UANC,  that  the  ZANU  grant  was 
legitimate  within  existing  policy. 

Second,  only  one  member  of  the  Africa 
Committee  registered  his  objections  to 
the  grant.  Several  others  made 
statements  supporting  the  action,  none  of 
which  were  reported.  As  one  of  these,  I 
wish  to  share  my  rationale. 

In  1978  I  was  in  Zimbabwe  and  met 
with  UMC  leaders  in  Salisbury  and  in 
rural  war  areas.  Several  pastors  and  lay 
leaders  told  me  that  though  they  were 
members  of  the  UANC,  they  had  children 


fighting  with  the  ZANU  forces.  They 
were  deeply  torn.  They  respected  their 
children  and  would  not  back  away  from 
them.  These  personal  dynamics  plus 
policy  debates  have  generated  serious 
pressure  within  UANC  to  negotiate  a 
settlement  with  ZANU.  School  leaders 
told  us  that  many  of  the  brightest,  most 
committed  graduates  of  UMC  schools  in 
Zimbabwe  join  the  ZANU  forces  each 
year.  Last  summer  several,  pastors  who 
are  widely  respected  in  Zimbabwe  tried 
from  within  UANC  to  move  it  away  from 
the  Internal  Settlement.  They  were  ex¬ 
pelled  from  the  party.  One,  the  Rev. 
Arthur  Kanodereka,  was  killed  by  un¬ 
known  assassins  and  the  others  left  the 
^country,  including  Dr.  John  Kurewa, 
Bishop  Muzorewa ’s  former  administra¬ 
tive  assistant  in  the  UMC. 

In  such  a  complex  and  fluid  situation, 
with  significant  United  Methodists 
taking  widely  varying  positions,  it  seems 
fair  and  wise  that  the  board,  after  years 
of  support  for  the  UANC,  also  help.ZANU 
tell  its  side  of  the  story  in  the  United 

^tates  Richard  Tholin 

t  Evanston,  Illinois 

Editorial  ironic 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  recent  editorial  against  the 
anonymous  letter  concerning  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  (TM/UMR,  May  4) 
is  ironic  for  most  articles  in  your  fine 
newspaper  bear  by-lines,  except  your 
editorials!  What  does  that  say  for  being 
anonymous? 

Anonymity  is  a  real  problem  in  our 
'society  for  the  fear  some  will  extract  for 
honest  sharing  of  feelings.  Anonymity 
is  also  a  problem  in  the  UMC  as  pastors 
often  hear  “someone”  is  unhappy  and  do 
not  have  any  right  to  face  their  accusors, 
as  civil  law  mandates  or  there  is  no 
charge  —  except  in  the  anonymous  class 
action  suits  that  are  growing  in 
popularity. 

Please  sign  your  editorials! 

Carl  L.  Evans 

Onida,  South  Dakota 
4* Editor's  Note:  TM/UMR  follows  a 
common  journalistic  practice  of 
newspapers  in  publishing  unsigned 
editorials.  This  practice  is  not  dictated 


by  a  desire  for  anonymity,  but  by  the  fact 
that  an  editorial  represents  more  that} 
the  opinion  of  an  individual.  Editorials  in 
TM/UMR  reflect  the  editorial  position  of 
the  newspaper.  Editorials  in  TM/UMR 
seldom  are  the  product  of  only  one 
writer's  thinking.  Although  TM/UMR's 
editor  does  not  produce  the  original  draft 
of  all  editorials,  he  bears  responsibility 
for  all  published  statements  of  editorial 
opinion. 

Bishop  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Praise  the  Lord  for  Bishop  Roy 
Nichols! 

Several  times  recently  in  TM/UMR  we 
have  read  of  his  remarks  regarding 
issues  in  the  church. 

He  has  taken  a  stand  for  the  need  of  the 
voice  of  “Good  News,”  and  more 
recently,  he  has  spoken  out  against 
having  a  lesbian  deaconess  and  said  that 
the  language  the  Discipline  is  very 
clear  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality. 

Would  that  our  whole  Council  of 
Bishops  were  men  with  his  convictions!  ; 

We  are  honored  that  we  could  formerly 
call  him  “our  bishop.” 

Alice  Jean  and  Don  Roddy 
Burlington,  North  Carolina 

Meeting  valuable 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  the  directors  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Conference 
Pastor’s  School  for  bringing  together  two 
articulate  persons  in  Ed  Robb  and  Cecil 
Williams  (TM/UMR,  May  11). 

The  sharing  of  loving  concern  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  from  two  subh 
different  points  of  departure  was  a  strokfe 
of  the  insight  of  genius. 

It  was  refreshing  to  note  the  absence  of 
name  calling  and  the  strewing  of  epithets 
which,  of  late,  has  characterized  he  feud 
between  Good  News  and  The  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action. 

M.  Thomas  Swantner 
Pana,  Illinois 


BIBLE  LIVES 
OF 

FAITH 

INTRODUCTORY 
PACKET— 2.25 

At  last  adults  can  study  about  real-life  men  and 
women  keeping  faith  with  God!  Our  Introductory 
Packet  previews  this  exciting  netv  series,  with  both 
student  and  resource  books  for  Abraham,  plus 
biography  teaching  guide,  plus  free  concordance 
of  every  Bible  reference  to  Abraham.  Hurry, 
’quantities  limited,  order  today!  #9977. 

Order  from  your 
Regional  Service  Center 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  PASTOR'S  ASSIST.  Semina -y  student. 
About  12  hrs.  per  week.  Primarily  youth  work. 
Contact  Pastoral  Parish  Committee.  Calvary  UMC. 
136 E.  Highland.  Villa  Park.  Ill  60181  (312  )  832-5800 


DIRECTOR  —  United  Campus  Ministry.  UNM. 
Albuquerque.  N  M  Sponsored  by  United  Methodist. 
Disciples.  Presbyterian,  and  UCC.  Salary  and 
housing  range  -  $17,000  Contact  Rev  Art 
Vermillion.  3501  Campus  Blvd.  NE.  Albuquerque. 
N  M.  87106  Submit  resume  by  June  30 


DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Youth- 
oriented.  part-t‘me  position  30  hrs./wk.  10  months  a 
year  Send  resu..ie,  including  professional  training 
by  May  30  to:  Ci^irman,  Pastor  Parish  Relations. 
Box  29.  Burnt  Hills  UMC.  Burnt  Hills.  N.Y.  12027 


UNITED  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  Home.  2023 
Richview  Rd..  Mt.  Vernon,  III.,  62864,  Marion  R. 
Farmer.  Exec  Dir  -  HOUSEPARENT  COUPLE 
FOR  CHILD  CARE  AGENCY  -  Residential  care  for 
teenagers  Cottage  type  living  Salary  ranges  from 
$9-11.000  per  couple  plus  fringe  benefits.  Contact  M.;, 


R  Farmer  at  above  address 
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Hitting  the  road  for  UMC’s  radio  program 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Bill  Hall  (left),  associate  producer  for  the  weekly  United 
Methodist  radio  program  “Connection,”  helps  British  Broadcasting  Corporation 
(BBC)  producer  Raymond  Short  and  his  wife  Katharine  prepare  for  their  4,000  mile 
trip  through  the  Southeast,  Southwest,  and  Midwest.  A  British  Methodist  pastor  who 
has  worked  for  the  BBC  since  1961.  Mr.  Short  will  be  doing  interviews  for 
“Connection"  in  16  states. 

TOM  McANALLY  PHOTO 


the  church  today 


Over-looked  resolution 
to  be  published 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  An  over-looked 
1976  General  Conference  resolution 
related  to  the  ordination  of  homosexuals 
will  be  published  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  in  its  clergy  magazine, 
‘Circuit  Rider,”  and  in  any  new 
printings  of  the  1976  “Book  of 
Resolutions,”  according  to  Ronald  P. 
Patterson,  book  editor. 

The  decision  to  publish  the  statement 
Was  made  in  response  to  a  request  from 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry’s  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  which  affirmed  the  1976 
statement  as  its  official  position  on  the 
subject  in  March. 

,  Mr.  Patterson  said  General  Confer¬ 
ence  has  a  longstanding  policy  not 
to  include  resolutions  in  the  “Book  of 
Discipline.”  "That's  why  the  ‘Book  of 
Resolutions’  was  created,”  he  added,  “to 
handle  non-legislative  material.  The 
resolution  was  inadvertently  left  out  of 
the  1976  edition.” 

Specific  statement  asked  to 
prohibit  homosexual  ministry 

MANCHESTER,  Ky.  —  The  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  is  requesting  that 
the  1980  General  Conference  specifically 
state  that  homosexuals  have  no  place  in 
the  ordained  or  diaconal  ministry  of  the 
church. 

During  its  session  here  May  5.  the 
missionary  conference,  among  the  first  of 
UMC’s  73  annual  conferences  in  the  U.S. 
scheduled  to  meet  this  spring,  adopted  a 
resolution  which  is  to  be  a  petition  to  the 
1980  General  Conference.  The  resolution 
asks  that  the  1980  “Discipline” 
specifically  state  that  “homosexuals 

Seminarians 
on  probation 

KANSAS  CITY  (UMC)  —  A  group  of 
five  students  at  United  Methodism’s 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  here  have 
been  placed  on  probation  for  distributing 
a  pamphlet  which  included  statements 
seminary  officials  said  could  be 
interpreted  as  an  endorsement  of 
homosexuality  by  the  school. 

.  One  of  the  five  was  a  senior  who  would 
have  been  graduated  with  a  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  May  14.  The  senior,  not 
identified  by  the  seminary,  is  said  to 
attend  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  here,  one  of  a  number  of  such 
congregations  across  the  nation  made  up 
primarily  of  homosexuals. 

The  five  students  were  members  of  a 
committee  of  15  persons,  both  students 
and  faculty,  set  up  the  past  autumn  to 
help  students  discuss  homosexuality  in 
relation  to  the  church.  The  brochure  in 
question  was  circulated  in  late  April  as 
-though  it  was  the  work  of  the  entire 
-committee. 

The  Rev.  C.  Shrum  Burton,  seminary 
vice  president,  said  the  five  were  placed 
on  probation  by  the  Academic  and 
Professional  Development  Committee 
because  the  way  in  which  the  pamphlet 
yvas  distributed  was  not  in  accord  with 
the  standards  of  Christian  ethics 
expected  of  a  candidate  for  the  ministry. 


Theological  right' getting  fair  shake  in  system ,  leaders  believe 

™  --  appointive  process.  Not  once,  he  noted,  -niA  in  UMC’s 

was  theology  identified  as  an  issue  in 
a  just-completed  in-depth  survey 
conducted  Dy  the  church’s  Committee  to 
Study  the  Itineracy  —  “and  if  it  were  a 
major  concern,  surely  it  would  have 
surfaced  there.”  He  said  some 


shall  not  be  ordained,  commissioned, 
consecrated,  and/or  appointed,  and  to 
specifically  provide  for  the  withdrawal 
and  termination  of  the  credentials  of  any 
persons  actively  practicing  the  homo¬ 
sexual  lifestyle.” 

Major  changes  in  church 
agencies  recommended 
DALLAS  (UMC)  —  A  sweeping 
restructure  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
major  changes  in  several  other  church¬ 
wide  agencies,  were  recommended  by 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
Executive  Committee  here  May  11-12. 

The  proposals  by  a  GCOM  task  force 
will  now  be  reviewed  by  a  variety  of 
denominational  units,  including  the 
agencies  themselves,  and  later  this  year 
the  GCOM  will  prepare  final  legislative 
recommendations  to  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

Among  other  things,  the 
recommendations  call  for  creating  a 
“Division  of  Missions”  by  combining  the 
National  and  World  divisions  of  the 
missions  agency,  dissolving  the  Division 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  and 
reassigning  its  functions,  separating  into 
a  free-standing  commission  the 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
Division,  and  reducing  to 
committee/office  status  the  Education 
and  Cultivation  Division. 

Other  parts  of  the  report  ask  whether 
the  present  Division  of  Lay  Life  and 
Work  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  is 
needed  as  a  separate  unit  and  suggests 
there  “may  be  need”  to  create  a  “Board 
of  Congregational  Development.” 
Family  Life  committee  seeks 
1981-84  family  emphasis 
NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  General  Family  Life 
Committee  has  decided  to  stick  by  its 
original  proposal  for  a  1981-84 
Quadrennial  Emphasis  on  Family  Life 
with  a  budget  of  $500,000  per  year. 

Meeting  here  May  14-15,  the  30- 
member  inter-agency  committee  re¬ 
affirmed  its  call  after  discussing  a  plan 
from  the  denomination’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries  which  would  have  one 
Missional  Priority  on  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  and  five 
“program  emphases.”  The  council  has 
recommended  that  the  family  concern  be 
incorporated  under  one  program 
emphasis  called  “Strengthening  the  local 
church  for  its  evangelistic  mission  in  the 
world.”  The  council  also  has  proposed 
that  the  Board  of  Discipleship  administer 
the  program  emphasis  and  fund  it 
through  its  regular  budget. 

Scarritt  trustees  trim  staff, 
approve  capital  funds  drive 
NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Trustees  of 
Scarritt  College  meeting  here  May  14 
adopted  a  trimmed-down  budget  of  $1.5 
million  for  1979-80,  requiring  a  reduction 
in  faculty  and  administrative  staff,  and 
approved  a  nationwide  capital  funds 
campaign.  When  the  board  met  April  6 
the  school  had  recorded  a  $283,000  deficit 
for  the  first  10  months  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  new  budget  maintains  all  three  of 
Scarritt’s  basic  emphases:  the  degree 
program,  the  Center  for  Women’s 
Studies  and  the  Center  for  Continuing 
Education. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

If  “evangelical”  pastors  have  an 
increasingly  hard  row  to  hoe  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  today,  as  some 
have  been  claiming  recently,  they’ll  have 
to  prove  it  to  a  number  of  church  leaders 
who  say  it  simply  isn’t  so. 

Charges  that  pastors  on  the 
“theological  right”  are  rejected  or 
harassed  by  church  leadership  which  is 
“basically  liberal”  would  be  hard  to 
substantiate,  according  to  persons  re 
sponsible  for  appointing  pastors  to  their 
posts.  Pluralism  works  in  the  UMC  and 
freedom  of  the  pulpit  is  very  much  alive, 
these  leaders  say. 

Yet  the  charges  still  come. 

Pastors  who  do  not  “salute  the  flag”  — 
give  first  loyalty  to  the  institutional 
church  instead  of  “the  Lord  of  the 
institution”  —  are  suspect  and 
sometimes  hindered  in  their  ministries, 
say  several  United  Methodist  ministers. 

In  telephone  interviews  with 
TM/UMR,.  three  pastors  who  label 
themselves  “evangelical”  urged  "the 
hierarchy”  to  “make  room”  for  those 
who  do  not  conform  to  “orthodoxy”  and 
respond  to  what  one  called  “a  positive, 
progressive  evangelical  awakening”  in 
many  churches  across  the  denomination. 
While  none  would  predict  a  denomina¬ 
tional  split  over  the  issue,  all  agreed  the 
situation  is  serious. 

“The  church  must  face  these 
theological  differences  without  coming  to 
an  Armageddon  and  I  believe  it  will,” 
said  the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway,  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Peoria,  Ill.  “I  will  not  leave 
the  UMC;  it  would  have  to  leave  me.  But 
it  is  tragic  to  lose  pastors  and 
congregations.  Cabinets  (bishops  and 
district  superintendents)  must  not  set 
standards  of  orthodoxy  and  boards  and 
agencies  must  not  dictate  theology.  The 
hierarchy  must  make  room  for  all. 
within  the  ‘ballpark’  of  the  pluralism  we 
have  said  we  believe  in.” 

But  the  “ballpark”  is  not  easily 
definable,  said  the  Rev.  Charles  Keysor. 
of  Wilmore,  Ky.,  who  edits  “Good  News,’ 
a  publication  of  evangelical  United 
Methodists.  How  pluralism  is  interpreted 
depends  on  who  is  at  the  top,  he  said. 
“When  there’s  any  question,  liberals  can 
simply  get  away  with  more  unorthodoxy 
than  conservatives.  Conservatives  are 
suspect.” 

When  a  conservative  evangelical  gets 
called  on  the  carpet  by  annual 


conference  leaders,  he  said,  it  is  usually 
for  (1)  not  using  UM  church  school 
curriculum  (even  though  he  said  20 
percent  of  all  UM  churches  do  not 
use  UM-published  materials);  (2) 
supporting  non-denominational 
missionaries;  or  (3)  failing  to  support  an 
“official”  program  such  as  a  pensions 
fund.  But  even  then,  he  maintained, 
there  is  an  over-riding  bias  against  a 
pastor  who  clearly  believes  that  “given  a 
conflict  between  the  institution  and  that 
person’s  understanding  of  faith  and  the 
Gospel,”  his/her  commitment  should  be 
to  the  latter. 

Pluralism  only  for  powerful 

Dr.  Keysor  said  he  frankly  believes  the 
UMC’s  pluralism  is  for  “the  people  in 
power.  Leadership  today  is  in  non¬ 
evangelical  hands.  And  the  supreme  sin 
is  non-conformity.  Loyalty  to  the 
institution  is  paramount.” 

To  the  Rev.  Edmund  Robb  of  Marshall, 
Texas,  who  now  heads  an  independent 
evangelical  association,  a  “double 
standard”  does  indeed  exist  in  United 
Methodism  today.  It  is  not  true  uniform¬ 
ly,  he  said— “episcopal  leadership  varies 
widely”— and  its  not  irrevocable.  Just  as 
bishops’  styles  vary,  so  do  the  attitudes 
of  evangelical  pastors,  he  maintained. 
“A  persecution  complex  doesn’t  help.” 
But,  he  said,  evangelical  pastors  do 
frequently  have  to  justify  their  actions  in 
a  way  others  do  not. 

Dr.  Robb  said  he  found  if  a  church  he 
served  paid  all  its  apportionments, 
supported  the  UMC’s  Advance  Specials, 
used  UM  literature  (even  though  it 
supplemented  widely  with  other 
materials),  and  supported  the  church’s 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  along  with 
Asbury  Seminary  (an  evangelical 
institution),  “we  were  able  to  be  both 
thoroughly  United  Methodists  and 
thoroughly  evangelical.” 

A  prime  threat  comes,  however,  he 
believes,  when  evangelicals  attempt  to 
be  a  part  of  the  decision-making  pro¬ 
cesses  of  the  church.  Undoubtedly,  he 
said,  there  is  an  accepting  spirit  toward 
the  “theological  left”  in  the  church  but  a 
rejection  of  the  “theological  right.” 

Disagreement  with  these  points  of  view 
came  from  three  bishops  and  a  general 
board  executive  contacted  by  TM/UMR. 

Philadelphia  Area  Bishop  James  M. 
Ault  said  he  sees  no  evidence  thus  far 
that  theological  differences  are  causing 
major  problems  in  United  Methodism’s 


evangelical  pastors  may  be  feeling  more 
rejection  than  they’re  actually  getting. 

In  matching  congregations  and 
pastors,  he  said,  no  matter  what  the 
theological  bent,  two  responsibilities  go 
hand  in  hand:  (1)  to  give  a  congregation 
a  pastor  with  whom  they  are  congenial, 
(2)  to  provide  a  pastor  who  will  help  the 
congregation  mature  and  move  beyond 
its  present  perspective  to  a  fuller 
understanding  of  “the  whole  Gospel.” 
“To  go  only  with  the  desires  of  the 
congregation  is  to  encourage  that 
congregation  to  become  parochial,”  he 
said. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Trotter  of  Nashville, 
chief  executive  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  said  “Pluralism 
is  in  good  shape  in  our  church.”  A  gulf 
between  the  theological  perspectives  of 
pastors  has  been  “greatly  exaggerated.” 
“Obviously  in  a  system  as  large  as  ours, 
there  is  wide  variation  in  the  way  the 
itineracy  of  pastors  operates,  but  there 
are  trust  factors  built  into  the  system  and 
by  and  large  they  are  working,”  he 
maintained. 

Chicago  Area  Bishop  Paul  Washburn 


said  trouble  comes  in  the  UMC’s  “sys¬ 
tem”  only  when  any  group  within  the 
church— left  or  right— chooses  a 
particular  brand  of  theology  and  insists 
everyone  must  agree  with  it.  “Nobody 
was  ever  saved  by  theology  but  only  by  a 
living  relationship  with  Christ,”  he  said. 
“With  an  understanding  within  the 
church  that  no  one,  with  any  theological 
slant  will  be  the  living  Christ  for  me,” 
many  theological  perspectives  can  live 
together. 

At  least  in  his  episcopal  area,  Bishop 
Washburn  said,  pastors  who  call  them¬ 
selves  evangelical  do  not  suffer  in  the 
appointive  system.  “We  try  our  best  to 
place  each  person  where  he  or  she  can 
minister  most  effectively.” 

That’s  also  true  in  Northwest  Texas 
and  New  Mexico  according  to  Bishop 
Alsie  Carleton  of  that  area,  where  “intol¬ 
erance  or  lack  of  reason”  are  the  only 
stumbling  blocks  for  pastors  of  any 
theological  perspective.  A  pastor  can 
even  be  “extreme”  theologically,  if 
he  or  she  is  true  to  UM  doctrine  and 
structure  and  doesn’t  insist  that  “the  rest 
of  us  are  wrong  theologically.” 

“We  get  a  lot  of  requests  here  for 
young  evangelical  pastors:  we  certainly 
have  no  trouble  placing  them.”  The 
bishop  said  he  sees  “no  great  crisis” 
developing  in  his  area  over  theological 
differences. 


South  Africa  targeted 
for  prayers  and  letters 


Missionaries  organize 
to  raise  mission  dollars 


By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Who  can  tell  the  story  of 
the  mission  enterprises  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  better  than  mission¬ 
aries  themselves?  So  say  a  group  of 
missionaries  who  are  organizing  to  raise 
mission  dollars  for  the  church,  according 
to  a  former  missionary  in  Liberia,  the 
Rev.  Tony  Fadely. 

The  effort  is  a  response  by  some 
missionaries  who  were  present  at  a 
conference  this  past  January  where  they 
learned  about  the  projected  funding 
crisis  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
and  specifically,  the  World  Division. 
Feeling  that  they  are  probably  the  most 
credible  witnesses  for  mission  and  are 
already  in  demand  as  speakers  in  local 
churches,  Mr.  Fadely  said  the 
missionaries  decided  to  organize  and 
explore  how  they  could  help  generate 
new  funds. 

The  World  Division  will  be  $1.4  million 
short  in  1980  if  present  trends  continue, 
he  said.  This  will  cause  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  missionaries  in  the  field,  de¬ 
spite  a  rising  need  for  them.  There  are 
now  648  active  missionaries,  but  750  are 
needed,  he  noted. 

Up  to  now,  Mr.  Fadely  said,  who  is 
enrolled  in  UM-related  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  here,  missionaries  were 
trained  only  to  interpret  the  mission 
program  of  the  church,  not  to  raise 
funds.  But  now,  the  mission  board  is 
encouraging  the  efforts  of  the 
missionaries  to  generate  support  for 
themselves  and  the  mission  projects  they 
serve  overseas. 

The  Mobilizing  for  Mission  Task  Force 
—composed  of  active,  retired  and  re¬ 
turned  missionaries— as  well  as  present 
and  former  mission  board  members  — 
intends  to  involve  others  of  their  number 
in  the  fundraising.  They  intend  to 
emphasize  only  the  existing  funding 
channels  of  the  church  —  World  Service 
and  Advance  Specials  (“second  mile” 


giving  to  mission  projects).  “We  are 
promoting  the  total  church,  while 
generating  additional  funds  for  the  World 
Division,”  Mr.  Fadely  said.  The  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  got  almost  54  percent 
of  each  World  Service  dollar. 

He  attributed  the  funding  problem  to  a 
breakdown  in  communication  at  the 
district  level  of  the  church.  Their 
emphasis  will  be  to  educate  church 
members  by  having  a  speaker  available 
to  each  district  to  talk  about  the  mission 
system,  and  how  local  churches  can 
participate  in  it.  “If  churches  understand 
the  system,  they  will  participate,”  Mr. 
Fadely  said. 

He  also  said  many  UM  congregations 
support  missionaries  through  indepen¬ 
dent  mission  organizations  because  they 
think  these  organizations  offer  them  a 
chance  to  have  one-to-one  relationships 
with  the  missionaries.  But  the  same 
relationships  are  possible  with  UM 
missionaries,  he  contended. 

Of  the  more  than  38,000  UM  churches, 
only  2,200  now  support  UM  “Persons  in 
Mission,”  yet  the  Advance  and  World 
Service  offer  UMs  the  best  funding 
system  in  the  world,  he  said.  “Churches 
can  designate  their  giving  by  supporting 
Advance  Special  mission  programs,  and 
personalize  their  giving  by  supporting  a 
missionary,  as  well  as  underwrite  the 
total  program  of  the  church  through 
World  Service.  " 

Churches  will  be  encouraged  to  pay  100 
percent  of  World  Service  and  support  at 
least  one  person  in  mission  and  one 
mission  project  through  the  Advance,  he 
added.  The  United  Methodist  Women  will 
also  be  encouraged  to  pay  fully  their 
pledge  to  missions. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  A  concerted,  global 
prayer  and  letter  writing  campaign 
between  local  churches  to  try  to  change 
the  direction  of  worsening  black  and 
white  tensions  in  South  Africa  is  now 
being  planned. 

The  governing  board  of  the  nation's 
largest  ecumenical  body  —  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  —  agreed  during  its 
meeting  here  May  9-11  to  help  organize 
and  coordinate  a  “Week  of  Prayer  and 
Action”  on  the  South  African  situation. 

The  call  for  such  an  effort  was  brought 
to  the  board  from  an  April  consultation 
on  Africa  in  Nairobi,  Kenya  which 
included  delegates  from  25  countries  in 
Africa  representing  Christian  councils 
and  church  related  agencies.  Delegates 
from  South  Africa  asked  for  prayer  for 
the  white  South  African  community 
“which  is  imprisoned  by  fear  and 
hatred.” 

Delegates  to  the  meeting  reported  they 
were  “impressed  by  the  conviction  of  the 
South  Africans  that  all  was  not 
irretrievably  lost  between  the  black  and 
white  commpnities  in  South  Africa.” 

The  appeal  for  concerted,  global  action 
was  addressed  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  all  other  world  ecumenical 
bodies,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
the  councils  of  churches  in  Africa.  The 
National  Council  of  Churches  in  the  U.  S. 


is  hoping  to  find  a  week  when  the  churches 
can  make  their  appeal  together,  although 
a  week  has  not  yet  been  declared, 
according  to  the  director  of  the  NCC’s 
Africa  office.  Canon  Robert  Powell. 

The  action  part  of  the  appeal  proposes 
that  the  local  churches  of  each 
denomination  write  three  letters.  One 
would  be  sent  to  a  local  church  in  South 
Africa.  Another  would  go  to  the  South 
African  Council  of  Churches  asking  that 
the  white  community  consider  their 
African  brothers  and  sisters  as  Jesus 
requested  in  Matthew  25:31-46,  and  that 
they  also  recognize  the  right  of  everyone 
to  freedom,  dignity  and  equal  justice.  A 
third  letter  would  be  addressed  to  the 
government  of  the  country  from  which 
the  letters  are  sent  expressing  the 
churches'  abiding  concern  for  the 
worsening  situation  in  South  Africa  and 
urging  their  government  to  strictly 
observe  the  United  Nations’  decision 
on  sanctions  regarding  South  Africa. 

The  governing  board  took  two  other 
actons  related  to  Southern  Africa : 

•  Expressed  opposition  to  the  lifting  of 
economic  sanctions  and  to  the  granting 
of  diplomatic  recognition  to  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia. 

•  Asked  member  churches  to  support 
programs  assisting  youth  who  have  been 
jailed  or  forced  into  hiding  or  exile  for 
refusing  to  fight  in  Rhodesia’s  or  South 
Africa’s  armies  as  well  as  refugee 
programs. 


Walk  supports  Love  Canal  victims 

NIAGARA  FALLS.  N.Y.  —  More  than  300  walkers  march  past  boarded-up  homes 
here  in  sympathetic  support  for  the  persons  victimized  by  the  toxic  chemicals  which 
have  saturated  the  area  from  the  Love  Canal. 

The  walk  was  organized  by  the  Rev.  Frederick  Wood,  pastor  of  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  the  Love 
Canal.  The  walk  also  protested  the  slowness  of  state  and  federal  agencies  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  hundreds  of  victims  of  the  tragedy.  communicator  photo 


People  in  the  news... 


Church  has  record  number  of  men  in  ministry 


UM  historical  site  marked 

The  Rev.  Chester  A.  Stephens,  former  pastor  at  Mt. 
Gilead  (Tenn.)  United  Methodist  Church,  attaches  plaque 
to  a  monument  honoring  33  Mt.  Gilead  men  who  entered 
the  Christian  ministry.  The  record  number  of  ministers 
from  one  congregation  prompted  the  Tennessee 
conference  to  seek  “historic  site”  designation  for  the  153- 
year-old  church.  In  1978  the  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History  registered  Mt.  Gilead  as  historic 
site  No.  53. 

More  of  ‘Can-you-top-this?’ 

Moving  from  the  game  of  similar  names  in  local 
churches  to  annual  conferences,  the  Rev.  Roy  Howard  of 
Dandridge,  Tenn.,  wonders  if  any  conference  has  more 
bishops  than  Holston.  “The  presiding  bishop  is  H.  Ellis 
Finger  Jr.  We  have  Benny  Bishop  serving  Hermon  UMC 
in  Church  Hill,  Jim  Bishop  serving  Washington  Hills  UMC 
in  Chattanooga,  and  Gary  Bishop  serving  Holly  Springs- 
Salem  UMC  in  Blountville.  Also  we  have  two  retired 
pastors,  W.  E.  Bishop  and  B.  L.  Chastain,  whose  first 
name  is  Bishop.” 


Abingdon  Author 
New  Prime  Minister 
of  Zimbabwe  whodesw 

Details  aims  and  hopes  for  his  nation  in 
new  autobiography,  Rise  Up  and  Walk 


United  Methodist  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of  Zimbabwe 
(Rhodesia)  has  suddenly  been 
catapulted  into  international 
prominence.  To  many  of  that 
country,  he  represents  the  wave 
of  the  future — a  unifying  spiritual 
and  political  force  all  wrapped 
into  one  man.  To  others  (most 
notably,  those  of  the  nationalist 
guerilla  fronts),  he  is  a  puppet 
who  has  sold  out  to  the  white 
minority. 


Just  who  is  he,  and  what  does 
he  stand  for?  Abingdon  was 
recently  honored  to  publish 
Muzorewa’ s  autobiography,  Rise 
Up  and  Walk.  It  reveals  a  man 
possessed  of  profound  spiritual 
insight,  mixed  with  progressive 
political  ideals.  Will  a  free 
Zimbabwe  be  truly  free?  Says 
Muzorewa,  "We  seek  for  a 
transfer  of  power  from  the  small 
white  minority  to  the  African 
majority  which  will  enable 
persons  of  all  races  to  live  in 
peace  and  dignity  one  with 
another.”  Cloth,  $9.95 


“This  is  an  important  historical 
autobiography.  It  intimately 
reveals  the  shaping  of  a  ‘true 
African  revolutionary  personality. 
—THE  CHRISTIAN  CENTURY 

at  your  cokesbury  bookstore 


PAGE  4 

UM  editor 
defends 
* pluralism ’ 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Editor  of 
United  Methodist  Church  School 
Publications  Ewart  G.  Watts  has 
defended  theological  pluralism  as  a  way 
to  encourage  teachers  and  students  “to 
join  in  the  adventure  of  responsible 
reflection  that  leads  to  a  sense  of 
individual  ownership  and  commitment  to 
a  faith  persons  may  call  their  own.” 

Speaking  at  the  semi-annual  meeting 
of  the  39-member  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  here  in  mid-May,  Dr.  Watts 
said  he  and  his  staff  have  deliberately 
sought  writers  who  represent  different 
theological  positions.  “This  intention  has 
subjected  us  to  some  criticism  that  we 
lack  theological  consistency,”  he  said. 

While  some  argue  that  different 
theological  positions  from  quarter  to 
quarter  or  even  in  the  same  books  create 
confusion,  Dr.  Watts  said  “others  say  the 
approach  exposes  both  teachers  and 
students  to  the  broad  spectrum  of 
theological  belief  that  exists  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  enables 
them  to  test  and  evaluate  their  own 
faith.” 

Dr.  Watts  said  the  approach  is  in  line 
with  the  theological  task  suggested  for 
all  United  Methodists  in  the 
denomination’s  “Book  of  Discipline” 
which  states  that  “in  charting  a  course 
between  doctrinal  dogmatism  on  the  one 
hand  and  doctrinal  indifferentism  on  the 
other,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
expects  all  its  members  to  accept  the 
challenge  of  responsible  theological 
reflection ...” 

The  Disciplinary  statement  also  says, 
“No  single  creed  or  doctrinal  summary 
can  adequately  serve  the  needs  and 
intentions  of  United  Methodists  in 
confessing  their  faith  or  in  celebrating 
their  Christian  experience.” 

When  the  early  church  established  a 
New  Testament  canon,  Dr.  Watts  said  he 
believes  “there  was  divine  inspiration  in 
its  deliberate  inclusion  of  very  divergent 
theological  points  of  view.  I  believe  God 
wants  us  to  benefit  by  being  exposed  to 
differing  interpretations  of  His 
revelation  in  Jesus  Christ.  The 
transcendent  mystery  of  that  revelation 
is  so  great  that  no  one  interpretation  can 
do  it  justice.  To  be  fully  appreciated  a 
jewel  needs  to  be  examined  from 
different  perspectives.” 

Ad  hoc  coalition 
adopts  goals, 
sets  office 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  A  more  precise 
three-point  statement  of  goals  was 
adopted  here  May  11-12  by  the  steering 
committee  of  the  ad  hoc  Coalition  for  the 
Whole  Gospel. 

The  coalition  is  the  newest  group  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  organize  for 
the  purpose  of  influencing  the  1960 
General  Conference.  A  national  office 
was  also  established  at  the  Dumbarton 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Washington 
D.C. 

According  to  the  new  statement  of 
goals,  the  coalition  will  (1)  “set  forth 
a  positive  doctrine  of  the  church  which 
will  enable  an  empowerment  of  mission 
and  unity,  (2)  provide  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  for  those  in  the  Otterbein, 
Wesleyan  and  ecumenical  traditions  who 
wish  to  keep  seeking  the  unfolding  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  whole  Gospel,  and  (3)  address 
directly  the  intimidating  effect  of  the 
New  Right’s  political  and  theological 
agenda  in  the  life  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  today.” 

According  to  coalition  executive,  the 
Rev.  Mike  McIntyre,  a  process  for 
getting  issue  papers  written  is  now 
underway  and  these  may  be  completed 
by  the  September  meeting  of  the  steering 
committee. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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Church’s  sexuality  taboo  seen 
lessening,  says  UM  specialist 


UMC  PHOTO 


81.6  million  loaned  to  UM  college  students 

Distribution  of  funds  by  states  to  students  from  the  United  Methodist  Loan  and 
Scholarship  Funds  during  1978  is  displayed  on  the  map  above. 

Just  as  students  in  all  of  the  50  states  have  benefited  from  the  fund,  UM  churches  in 
every  state  are  asked  to  make  possible  the  continuing  ministry  of  the  fund  —  through 
the  United  Methodist  Student  Day  offering  on  June  10. 

In  a  time  of  runaway  education  costs  last  year,  a  total  of  $1.6  million  was  loaned  to 
2,112  UM  students,  and  more  than  $600,000  was  granted  in  1,281  scholarships.  The  goal 
for  the  annual  Student  Day  offering,  which  helps  fund  the  program,  is  $1  million. 

Mennonites  respond 

Volunteers  lend  hand 


Bv  DOROTHY  PRUNTY 

WICHITA  FALLS,  Texas  -  The 
tragedy  of  Wichita  Falls’  tornado  seems 
less  harsh  in  the  light  of  the  Mennonites’ 
entry  into  the  beleaguered  city,  and  the 
response  of  the  churches  there  to  the 
needs  of  the  caring  sect. 

A  group  of  220  volunteers  descended  on 
the  city  shortly  after  the  tornado  swept 
its  devastation  across  the  southern  part 
of  the  city  early  last  month.  They  came 
at  their  own  expense  armed  with 
hammers,  saws,  nails,  muscle,  brawn 
and  spirit.  Their  work  is  manual  labor  — 
clean  up,  pick-up,  carpentry,  repair, 
roofing.  And  for  these  efforts  they  take 
no  pay. 

“It’s  been  a  blessing  to  be  here,” 
claims  Dean  Schantz,  44-year-old 
director  of  Oklahoma’s  Mennonite 
Disaster  Service.  The  workers  include 
not  only  Mennonites  but  also  volunteers 
from  other  denominations  who  work 
under  Mennonite  supervision. 

Mr.  Schantz  arrived  six  hours  after  the 
tornado  hit.  He  was  preparing  to  leave 
his  farm  near  Weatherford,  Okla.,  for 
Vernon,  Texas,  when  he  heard  via  radio 
that  Wichita  Falls  had  suffered  a  greater 
blow. 

Floral  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Wichita  Falls  became 
headquarters  for  the  Mennonite  group. 
After  the  first  few  days  when  the  workers 
ate  at  shelters,  the  UMs  took  the 
responsibility  for  preparation  of  their 
evening  meal.  The  Presbyterians 
provided  a  makeshift  dormitory  and 
kitchen  facilities  where  the  Mennonites 
could  prepare  their  own  breakfasts  and 
lunches. 

Wife  of  one  of  the  Floral  Heights’ 
ministers,  Joyce  Price,  said,  “The  least 
we’ve  fed  was  30  and  the  most  180.” 

Menus  developed  from  what  was 
available  in  the  donated  foods,  and  food 
came  from  everywhere.  Wendy’s 
restaurant  chain  gave  90  lbs.  of 
hamburger.  This  donation  triggered  a 
gift  worth  $4,500  from  a  Fort  Worth  meat 
packer.  Individuals  provided  Mexican 
suppers,  fish  fries  and  chili  meals.  Much 
of  the  Wichita  Falls  gifts  act  as  a  “thank 
you”  to  the  serving  group. 

The  serving  of  evening  meals 
continues.  Some  60  Mennonites  are 
staying  through  May.  They  are  needed. 
The  Floral  Heights  UMC  ministry  to 
their  Christian  visitors  must  go  on. 

“They  have  a  beautiful  spirit,”  Mrs. 
Price  remarked.  “They  do  not  come  as 
missionaries,  but  only  as  Christians  who 
care.” 

The  Mennonites  range  in  age  from  16  to 


70.  The  older  men  are  more  inclined  to 
wear  the  traditional  round  beard  and 
hats. 

The  young  Mennonites  tell  you  it  has 
not  been  all  sweat  and  sorrow.  “We’ve 
been  swimming,  played  miniature  golf 
and  rollerskated,”  said  one  handsome 
youth  of  24. 

To  Mr.  Schantz,  project  leader,  the 
effort  is  a  mission  outreach.  “We’re  not 
here  with  the  idea  of  starting  a  church, 
just  to  demonstrate  a  living  faith  that 
makes  men  brothers,”  he  said. 

Ms.  Prunty  is  a  free  lance  writer  living 
in  Jacksboro,  Texas. 


HOUSTON  (RNS)  -  The  Rev.  C.  Leon 
Smith,  director  of  family  ministries  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  is  helping 
eradicate  the  “feeling  that  you  are  not 
supposed  to  talk  about  sex  in  church.” 

He  says  church  is  the  place  where 
human  sexuality  should  be  discussed. 

Dr.  Smith  was  the  keynote  speaker 
here  for  a  three-day  conference  of  United 
Methodist  sex  educators. 

He  is  a  staff  member  of  the  Nashville- 
based  Board  of  Discipleship  in  the 
Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work  which  was 
given  the  task  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Conference  in  1976  to  bring 
together  resource  materials  on  human 
sexuality. 

Dr.  Smith  said  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  pushing  ahead  in  its  plan  to 
develop  a  comprehensive  sex  education 
program  for  people  of  all  ages.  The 
church  hopes  soon  to  have  resource 
material  available  for  sex  education 
courses  for  “kindergarten  through  old 
age.” 

The  church  has  made  substantial 
progress  in  the  field  of  sex  education,  he 
maintained.  Materials  are  now 
available  for  every  age  group  except  the 
“early  elementary”  which  he  defines  as 
grades  one  through  four.  Sex  education 
materials  for  that  age  group  should  be 
ready  in  a  few  years. 

The  materials  include  general 
biological  information  as  well  as 
“attitudes  and  values  affirming 
sexuality  as  a  gift  from  God.” 

Dr.  Smith  said  the  materials  are  being 
accepted  by  some  United  Methodist 
congregations  and  viewed  skeptically  by 
others.  He  said  he  is  looking  forward  to 
the  day  when  there  is  “more 
understanding  and  openness”  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  toward  sex 
education  courses. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  also 
focusing  attention  on  a  variety  of 
marriage  enrichment  programs,  Dr. 
Smith  reported.  These  are  programs 


designed  to  help  build  better  marriages, 
but  he  cautioned  that  they  are  “not  a 
panacea  for  divorce.” 

“We  believe,”  he  said,  “that  a  good 
marriage  is  one  that  enhances  the  full 
development  of  both  parties,  one  where 
both  participate,  both  mature  and  both 
are  a  vital  part  of  the  marriage.” 

The  family  ministries  expert  also 
reported  substantial  progress  in 
designing  programs  for  two-career 
couples  and  developing  an  understanding 
of  the  variety  of  patterns  and  roles  in 
marriages. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
moving  toward  a  greater  acceptance  of 


homosexuals  and  the  homosexual 
lifestyle,  he  said,  adding  that  “homo¬ 
sexuality  is  the  hottest  issue  now  ii 
the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

His  personal  belief  is  that  “one’s 
sexual  orientation  is  not  one  of  morality. 
One’s  sexuality  is  something  one 
discovers  but  does  not  choose.”  Morality 
involves  what  is  done  with  that  sexuality, 
he  maintained. 

He  noted  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  already  said  that 
“homosexuals,  no  less  than  hetero¬ 
sexuals”  need  the  love  and  support  of 
the  church. 


Love  of  church  brings 
Alaskan  to  6 lower  48 9 


Police  trigger  finger  said 
to  kill  far  more  blacks 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  Since  1967  an 
average  of  359  people  a  year  have  been 
killed  by  police  officers,  and  half  of  those 
killed  are  blacks,  according  to  a 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley 
researcher. 

“Police  have  one  trigger  finger  for 
whites,  and  another  for  blacks,”  Dr.  Paul 
Takagi  told  a  group  of  25  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  laity  attending  an 
interethnic  seminar  on  police  use  of  force 
here  in  late  April. 

Noting  the  proportion  of  blacks  to 
others  killed  by  police,  he  said  the  rate  is 
unusually  high  when  compared  to  the 
fact  that  blacks  comprise  only  about  20 
percent  of  the  population.  He  said  there 
are  several  theories  on  the  dispropor¬ 
tionate  number  of  blacks. 

One  theory,  which  Dr.  Takagi  termed 
“blaming  the  victim,”  suggests  that  the 
reason  so  many  blacks  are  killed  is 
because  their  arrest  rate  is  high. 
Proponents  of  this  theory  recommend 
stricter  gun  laws,  he  said. 

A  second  theory,  the  “bad  apple” 
hypothesis,  blames  the  high  black  death 
rate  on  “the  irresponsible  action  of  a 
small  number  of  police.”  Subscribers  to 
this  theory  suggest  screening  and 
training  of  recruits  and  accountability  in 
the  force  to  promote  professionalism,  he 
explained. 

The  third  theory,  to  which  Dr.  Takagi 
said  he  adheres,  is  that  racism  is 
responsible  for  the  high  death  rate 
among  blacks. 

He  said  change  in  this  area  will  not  be 
easy,  especially  in  light  of  what  he  called 
“a  right-wing  trend”  in  the  U.S.  People 
are  leaning  toward  capital  punishment 
and  mandatory  sentences,  he  observed, 
“and  I  think  we’ll  see  a  trend  toward 


trying  to  solve  crime  through  physical 
means  —  through  genetics.” 

Change  in  police  tactics  can  only  come 
about  through  mass  demonstrations,  he 
suggested.  “No  matter  how  oppressive 
the  situation  is,  people  will  resist,”  he 
added. 

Robert  Lamb  Jr.,  of  the  Community 
Relation  Service  of  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Justice,  echoed  Dr.  Takagi ’s  blame  on 
racism.  “Minority  communities  are 
patrolled,”  he  said,  “while  communities 
of  the  majority  are  protected.” 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Love  for  Alaska,  the 
Douglas  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  and  its  ministry  has  prompted  a 
retired  church  member  to  travel  to  the 
“lower  48”  to  tell  the  story  of  the  church 
and  its  work  in  the  community. 

Bea  Shepard,  who  emigrated  to  the 
Juneau  area  32  years  ago  from  southern 
California  (she  said  she  could  not  stand 
the  traffic  there  —  in  1946),  has  spoken  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  and  will  go  to 
California  to  speak  to  church  groups 
about  Douglas  church  and  Alaska 
Methodism,  hoping  to  convince  churches 
to  contribute  to  the  building  fund. 
Because  they  are  a  part  of  a  missionary 
conference,  Douglas  and  several  other 
Alaskan  churches  are  on  the  Advance 
Special  list,  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  list  of  missional  programs  and 
projects  that  local  churches  can 
contribute  to  through  “second-mile” 
giving. 

The  building  additions  at  the  Douglas 
church  are  being  done  by  members 
themselves.  Although  they  hired  a 
contractor  to  construct  the  shell,  all 
other  work  is  being  done  by  volunteers 
and  by  youth  camp  workers  from  the 
“lower  48”  who  are  scheduled  to  come 
and  help  this  summer.  The  work  is  all 
being  supervised  by  Ms.  Shepard,  a 
retired  public  health  technician, 
chairperson  of  the  building  committee, 
and  an  experienced  builder.  She 
designed  and  constructed  her  own  home 
a  few  years  ago,  without  the  help  of  an 
architect,  contractor,  plumber,  or  elec¬ 
trician. 

Ms.  Shepard  is  also  a  local  preacher, 
and  served  her  local  church  for  four 
years,  between  1971  and  1975.  She  is 
financing  her  own  trip  here,  but  will  be 
partly  reimbursed  by  the  church  if  her 
visit  proves  successful,  she  said. 


Being  built  are  class  rooms,  a  pastor’s 
study,  and  a  large  meeting  room.  Other 
parts  of  the  church,  including  the 
sanctuary,  are  being  enlarged.  The 
entire  building  will  be  accessible  by 
ramps  for  the  handicapped. 

Construction  has  been  inhibited  by  the 
constant  rainfall  —  the  Juneau  area  gets 
about  100  inches  per  year.  Building  costs ; 
have  also  risen,  from  an  initial  estimate  • 
of  $155,000  to  a  completion  cost  of; 
$200,000.  But  to  date,  $145,000  has  already 
been  raised  by  the  church. 

The  only  Protestant  church  in  this 
“bedroom”  community  of  1500,  which  is 
three  miles  from  Juneau,  Alaska’s 
capital  city,  Douglas  provides 
community  services,  especially  for  the 
children  and  youth  of  the  area.  "Our 
faith  has  to  be  seen  in  what  we  do  in  the 
community,”  said  Ms.  Shepard. 

In  a  largely  unchurched  area,  Ms, 
Shepard  said  recruiting  church  members 
is  difficult  because  “people  have  no  real 
feeling  of  need  to  come  to  church.”  But 
despite  this  feeling  and  through  the 
efforts  of  the  congregation,  the  church 
grew  from  60  to  100  members  in  the  past 
four  years,  and  is  multi-racial. 

Ms.  Shepard,  speaks  highly  of  United 
Methodism  in  Alaska.  “The  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference  was  one  of  the 
few  conferences  to  add  membership  last 
year,”  she  said.  Not  content  simply  to 
receive  Advance  Special  gifts,  members 
contribute  heavily.  The  conference  is 
working  toward  becoming  a  full-fledged 
annual  conference,  as  evidenced  by  the 
growing  number  of  self  supporting 
churches.  There  are  now  13  self- 
supporting  churches,  including  Douglas 
Community  UMC,  compared  to  six  in 
1974.  Ms.  Shepard  attributes  the  growth 
to  the  dedication  and  commitment  of 
Alaskan  UMs.  “It  is  not  easy  to  do  this  if 
people  are  not  committed,”  she  said. 


In  a  role-playing  situation 

Church  experiences  open  itineracy 


DEKALB,  Ill.  —  A  pastor-parish 
relations  committee  was  asked  to 
experience  some  of  the  feelings  a 
ministerial  appointment  across  racial 
lines  might  bring  at  a  recent  district 
meeting  here,  according  to  a  report  in 
the  Northern  Illinois  United  Methodist 
Reporter. 

In  a  role-playing  situation,  the  pastor- 
parish  committee  from  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dixon,  the  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Jensen 
of  DeKalb,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Jordan 
of  Oak  Park,  went  through  the 
procedures  of  making  appointments 
before  a  group  of  150  observers  at  a 
DeKalb  District  meeting,  many  of  them 
pastors  and  members  of  pastor-parish 
committees. 

After  describing  their  church’s  needs 
for  ministry  to  the  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  the  committee  played  a  role  as 
they  interviewed  Mr.  Jordan,  who  was 
the  cabinet’s  “nominee”  for  their  new 
pastor. 

“Would  you  be  comfortable  in  our 
community  (which  is  90  percent 
white)?”  one  committee  member  asked. 
“Would  you  mind  being  the  object  of 
curiosity  for  a  while?  ”  asked  another. 

"I  would  be  comfortable  if  the  church 
community  and  relationships  were 
caring,”  responded  Mr.  Jordan.  He  said 
that  he  had  been  an  object  of  curiosity 
before  and  could  be  again  to  be  part  of 
“enabling  a  congregation  willing  to 
struggle  with  its  mission.” 

"How  would  your  congregation  accept 


me  and  my  family?”  the  black  pastor 
asked  the  white  committee  members. 

One  member  of  the  Dixon  committee 
replied  that  the  reception  would  be  very 
good,  with  a  few  rough  spots  along  the 
way.  After  six  weeks,  your  acceptance 
would  depend  on  you  as  a  person  and  not 
on  your  race,  said  another. 

“Some  of  the  congregation  would  leave 
without  giving  you  a  chance,”  said 
another.  “I  don’t  think  it  would  be  so 
easy.” 

Later,  in  talking  about  their  role-play 
experience,  the  committee  agreed  that 
being  able  to  talk  directly  to  a  particular 
person  made  the  experience  easier.  One 
member  felt  the  questions  may  have 
been  embarrassing,  but  that  there  was  a 


need  to  be  honest  about  the  difficulties  of 
a  cross-racial  appointment. 

Mr.  Jordan  said  he  felt  the  committee 
was  open  and  kind.  “You  didn’t  talk  to 
me  as  if  I  were  not  black,”  he  said. 

Small  group  discussions  among  the 
observers  following  observation  of  the 
role-play  to  share  issues  raised, 
according  to  the  conference  news  report. 

Meetings  on  opening  the  itineracy  of 
UM  ministers  across  racial  lines  are 
being  held  in  every  district  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  conference  this  year. 
They  are  to  fulfill  an  annual  conference 
action  calling  for  “constructive  efforts  to 
gain  wide  acceptance  of  and  cooperation 
with  the  practice  of  the  open  itinerant 
system.” 


The  Rev.  Charles  Jordan,  (right)  is  a  cabinet  "nominee”  to  an  all-white  church 
during  a  role-play  at  the  DeKalb  district  meeting  on  open  itineracy.  Moderator  Jerry 
Meyer  of  First  UMC,  DeKalb,  is  pictured  at  left. 


The  Best 
of  Festival 


Inexpensive  Paperbacks  for  Everyone 


Bless  This  Mess  and  Other  Prayers 

by  Jo  Carr  and  Imogene  Soriey. 

“Many  an  unexpected  insight  into  Christian  faith  arises 
fron  these  creative  talks  wtth  God^^  JaJRNAL 

“Nice  reading  .  .  communicates  the  tenderness  of  genuine 
devotion  —Publishers  Weeklv  $1.50 

How  Came  the  Bible? 

Edgar  J.  Goodspeed  presents  a  rewarding,  concise  story 
of  how  the  books  of  the  Bible  were  preserved,  canonized, 
and  translated.  $1.75 

Letters  to  Karen 

On  Keeping  Love  in  Marriage 

“Full  of  parental  affection,  religious  faith,  and  the 
thought  and  concern  roused  by  the  author's 
experience  .  .  ."  —PUBLISHERS  WEEKLY  $1.25 

The  Master's  Men 

William  Barclay  “makes  us  see  and  understand  in  a 
way  which  leads  past  the  men  to  their  Master  " 

—Leslie  Weatherhead 
Character  sketches  of  the  disciples.  $1.50 

Abundant  Living 

E.  Stanley  Jones  shares  the  growing  Christian  experience 
and  radiates  health  and  love  for  the  total  life.  $1.95 

The  Divine  Yes 

“Reflects  what  (E.  Stanley  Jones)  had  fervently  preached 
during  his  ministry— Victory  in  Jesus.  " 

—Christian  Bookseller  $1.50 


Steps  to  Prayer  Power 

Jo  Kimmel's  best  selling  guide  to  effective  personal 
prayer.  $1.25 

"...  highly  recommended  to  prayer  groups  and  to 
individuals  who  wish  to  deepen  their  prayer  life." 

—Religion  in  the  News 

Strange  Facts  About  the  Bible 

Webb  Garrison  includes  a  secret  recipe  for  sacred 
perfume,  what  happened  to  the  twelve  lost  tribes  of  Israel, 
and  many  more  fascinating  facts.  THE  biblical  trivia  resource 
for  the  whole  family.  $1.95 

Twelve  Baskets  of  Crumbs 

Elisabeth  Elliot  shares  the  random  messages  and  lessons 
she  has  learned  in  life.  $1.75 

“Elisabeth  Elliot  Is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  inspirational 
women  over  the  last  two  decades. ' '  _ BOOK  NOOK 

The  Will  of  God 

"A  message  ...  to  the  sorrowing,  the  despairing,  the 
doubting — gives  them  renewed  faith  and  courage.” 

—Library  Journal  $1.25 
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Will  people  have 
fun  in  heaven? 


■>.  CHICAGO  —  “For  many  people, 
.•  everlasting  life  sounds  like  a  colossal 
bore,”  says  an  author  in  a  national 
magazine. 

“But  everlasting  joy,  creativity, 
-  light,  and  laughter  sound  more 
attractive,”  writes  Yvonne  Goulet  in 
the  April  issue  of  “U.S.  Catholic,” 
published  here  by  the  Claretian 
Fathers  and  Brothers. 

What  will  life  after  death  be  like? 
i:  Seven  prominent  religion  writers  tell 
'  Ms.  Goulet  what  they  think.  Most 
agree  eternal  life  will  involve  action 
—  not  just  being  but  also  doing. 

Lutheran  theologian  Martin  Marty 
even  finds  it  “unbearable  to  endure  a 
long  rainy  Sunday  afternoon  with 
nothing  to  do.” 

To  editor  Harold  Lindsell,  heaven 
will  be  like  “working  forever  and 
enjoying  it.” 

Some  aspects  of  this  world  won’t  be 
*  present  in  the  next,  says  Msgr. 
■w  Charles  M.  Murphy,  dean  of  the  North 
v  American  College  in  Rome.  “The  only 
portions  of  the  creation  of  God  to  have 
'  no  future  (in  the  afterlife)  are  those 
which  are  in  opposition  to  God  and 
contradict  the  life  of  God.  This  would 
include  sickness,  death,  war, 
injustice,  and  all  the  many  other 
manifestations  of  human  sinfulness.” 


“I  think  of  everything  I’ve  loved  on 
earth  as  being  present  in  a  more 
wonderful  way  in  the  existence  I’ll 
have  in  heaven  —  music,  dance,  my 
delightful  dog  Plontinus,  the  joy  of 
swimming,  running.  And  the 
marvelous  exhilaration  of  pursuing 
ideas  right  into  the  mystery  of  God,” 
says  contemplative  Sister  Margaret 
Dorgan. 

Stanley  A.  Moody,  who  owns  a  chain 
of  religious  book  stores,  believes 
heaven  will  be,  “the  ultimate 
fulfillment  of  our  creative  selves.” 

Several  of  Ms.  Goulet’s  respondents 
think  communication  with  others  on 
earth  and  in  heaven  will  be  an 
important  part  of  the  afterlife. 
“That’s  what  the  communion  of  saints 
is  all  about,”  says  Morton  Kelsey, 
author  and  professor  of  theology  at 
Notre  Dame. 

“The  essence  of  heaven  will  be 
creative  love,”  says  Ms.  Goulet.  “We 
will  not  simply  be  in  heaven1^  we  will 
be  involved  in  creative,  joyous 
activity.” 

To  her,  it’s  good  to  think  about 
heaven.  “Perhaps  if  there  were  more 
speculation  on  the  afterlife,  more 
people  would  conclude  it  is  worth 
striving  for.”  | 


Outreach  to  children 


Small  church:  big  mission 


EL  PASO,  Texas  (UMC)  -  Not  long 
i  aigo  St.  James-Myrtle  United  Methodist 
;  Church,  one  of  two  black  congregations 
j  of  the  New  Mexico  Annual  Conference, 
)  was  a  recipient  of  mission  funds.  Now  the 
|  church  is  engaged  in  its  own  mission 
Ministry. 

•‘Convinced  by  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bert 
!  Affleck,  that  the  church  exists  for 
Serving  others  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  using  funds  from  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  for  a 
qp/nmunity  development  program,  the 
administrative  board  developed  a 
program  for  responding  to  the  needs  of 
!  the  neighborhood.  A  survey  in  1977 

I  revealed  the  need  for  a  children’s 

I  <#*treach  ministry. 

iiAlthough  initiated  by  St.  James- 
]$yrtle,  a  growing  need  to  link  up  in 
!  rp^nistry  with  Wesley  Church  of  the  Rio 

Qrande  Conference  resulted  in  a 
community  development  board  including 
persons  from  both  churches  and  from  the 
qfliTHRunity  they  both  serve. 

year-round  outreach  ministry 
seeks  to  give  children  and  youth  creative 
experiences  and  cultural  opportunities, 
including  ceramics,  woodworking, 
kitemaking,  sewing,  painting  and 
(pawing,  table  games,  sports,  field  trips 
^o  museums  and  businesses,  hikes, 
picnics,  attendance  at  music  and  drama 
Programs. 

|  A  unique  cross-cultural  ministry  exists 

is  blacks,  Mexicans  and  Anglos  play, 
mrk  and  serve  together;  ecumenical 
ooperation  develops,  and  parents’  needs 
I  preserved. 

Children  catch  vision 


] One  of  the  goals  of  the  program  is  to 
liable  children  to  catch  a  sense  of 
ifiission  and  become  involved  in  serving 
dithers.  The  children  have  visited  shut-ins 
cff  the  church  and  maintain  a  relationship 
vfith  residents  of  a  nearby  nursing  home. 
The  bi-lingual  children  carry  a  real  gift 
ih  visiting  with  the  older  persons  in  both 
English  and  Spanish. 

«  In  a  predominantly  Catholic  com- 
ipunity,  the  program  is  engaged  in 
ecumenical  cooperation  and  has  initiated 
a  dialogue  fellowship  group  among 
people  of  St.  James-Myrtle,  Wesley  and 
Santa  Lucia  Catholic  parish.  Children 
are  engaged  in  celebrative  worship  of  an 
Ecumenical  nature  and  are  encouraged 
(©  participate  in  a  church  of  their  choice. 


S  A  parent  advisory  committee  evalu¬ 
ates  the  children’s  programs  as  well  as 
planning  for  experiences  helpful  to 
Jdults,  such  as  town  meetings  to  discuss 
ijome  protection,  the  effect  of  drugs  on 
jouth  and  how  to  help  persons  be  better 
iarents.  Through  home  visits  support  is 


given  also  to  neighborhood  parents.  Tony 
Silva  is  employed  as  a  part-time  case¬ 
worker  from  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Missions  of  Rio  Grande  Conference. 

In  order  to  strengthen  the  volunteer 
program,  recruitment  and  training  has 
been  organized,  with  a  training  packet  to 
help  persons  learn  how  they  might 
“reach  out  to  discover  opportunities  for 
ministry”  after  “reach(ing)  in  to 
discover  (their)  gifts  for  ministry.”  The 
packet  is  dedicated  to  the  late  Harvey  L. 
Washington,  lay  leader  of  St.  James- 
Myrtle  who  enabled  the  church  to 
envision  the  outreach  ministry.  Until  his 
death  at  age  90  on  Christmas  Day  1978,  he 
led  the  church  not  only  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  but  to  put  it  within  the  grasp  of 
those  within  the  church’s  reach. 

Enhancing  the  ongoing  outreach  has 
been  the  participation  of  Lonnie  Phillips, 
intern  from  Periuns  School  of  Theology, 
who  as  a  minister-in-training  has  gained 
added  learning  experience. 

UM  students 
win  graduate 
scholarships 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Seven  John  Q. 
Schisler  Graduate  Awards  to  persons 
preparing  for  leadership  in  the  field  of 
Christian  education  have  been  granted 
by  the  United  Methodist  Scholarship  and 
Loan  Office  here. 

The  awards  are  made  possible  by 
Student  Day  offerings  received  in  local 
churches.  They  honor  the  late  Dr. 
Schisler  who  headed  the  former 
Methodist  Board  of  Education’s  Division 
of  the  Local  Church  from  1939  until  1955. 
Individual  awards  range  from  $500  to 
$2,000. 

Recipients  for  1979-80  are:  Alice  Leslie 
Blackburn,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  a  student 
at  Candler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta ; 
Janice  Long  Crocker,  Gastonia,  N.C., 
who  will  be  attending  Duke  University 
Divinity  School,  Durham,  N.C.  this  fall; 
Karen  Osterman  Fieser,  Norwich,  Kan., 
a  student  at  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City  ;  Susan  Marie 
Gardner, _  Nashville,  who  will  be 
attending  Methodist  Theological  School 
in  Delaware,  Ohio,  this  fall;  Twila  G. 
Gibbens,  Midwest  City,  Okla.,  who  will 
be  attending  either  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas  or  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver;  Gina  Ruth  Gilland, 
Atlanta,  a  student  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology;  and  Cathy  Anne  Lee, 
Newman,  Ga.,  a  student  at  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville. 


Children  celebrate  nursery  school  anniversary 


;  BETHESDA,  Md.— These  happy  children  were  an  important  part  of  last  month’s 
qelebration  here  of  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  Concord  St.  Andrew’s  United  Methodist 
(jhurch’s  Cooperative  Nursery  School.  They  were  among  some  700  "alumni"  of  the 
school  —  nearly  half  of  whom,  along  with  their  families,  former  directors  and 
teaching  staff,  came  back  for  the  big  occasion.  At  the  church’s  worship  service,  which 
l£d  off  the  festivities,  announcement  came  of  a  fund  created  to  honor  the  school’s 
launder,  Mrs.  Eugene  Frey,  and  a  plaque  to  be  hung  in  her  honor  in  the  church’s 
education  building.  Later  came  an  open  house  in  the  nursery  school  rooms,  where 
tfisplays  of  photographs  and  scrapbooks  of  the  past  20  years  were  gathered.  The 
^chool,  which  began  with  35  children  its  first  year,  now  has  an  enrollment  of  57  three- 
£fnd  four-year-olds.  circuit  rider  photo 
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Bill  to  muzzle  Christians? 

‘Religious  freedom 9  bill  seen  threat  in  India 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

Christians  in  India  have  expressed 
concern  about  a  so-called  “Freedom  of 
Religion  Bill”  now  before  the 
Parliament,  and  have  urged  the 
international  Christian  community  to 
help  in  protesting  the  measure. 

Introduced  in  the  lower  house  of 
Parliament  last  December  by  Om 
Prakesh  Tyagi,  who  belongs  to  a  right- 
wing  faction  in  the  Janata  Party,  the  bill 
states  that  no  person  shall  convert  or 
attempt  to  convert,  either  directly  or 
otherwise,  any  person  from  one  religious 
faith  to  another  by  the  use  of  force  or  by 
inducement  or  deceit  or  by  any 
fraudulent  means,  nor  shall  any  person 
abet  any  such  conversion. 

Punishment  for  violating  the  law  could 
be  imprisonment  of  up  to  one  year,  a  fine 
of  3,000  rupees  ($375)  or  both. 

Passage  predicted 

Prime  Minister  Morarji  R.  Desai  has 
predicted  that  a  modified  version  of  the 
bill  will  be  passed  by  the  Hindu- 
dominated  Parliament.  While  he  has 
assured  Christian  leaders  that  it  would 
not  remove  their  right  to  “propagate” 
their  religion,  most  fear  that  it  would  in 
effect  outlaw  any  conversions. 

Similar  measures  were  passed  in  the 
1960s  by  the  states  of  Orissa  and  Madhya 
Pradesh,  anu  last  year  by  Arunachal 
Pradesh.  Only  one  arrest  has  been  made 
under  any  of  them  so  far,  involving  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest  in  Madhya 
Pradesh  who  had  refused  to  register  a 
conversion  with  the  local  magistrate. 

Ruling  to  uphold  the  Orissa  and 
Madhya  Pradesh  laws  in  January  1977, 
the  Indian  Supreme  Court  stated  that 
they  do  not  violate  freedom  of  religion 
because  they  deal  only  with  “forceful 
conversions.”  The  court  defined  the  word 
“propagate,”  which  is  permitted  under 
the  laws,  as  “to  transmit  or  spread  one’s 
religion  by  an  exposition  of  its  tenets,”  or 
exhibit  one’s  beliefs  “for  the  edification 
of  others.” 

Ruling  confusing 

Saphir  P.  Athyal,  principal  of  Union 
Biblical  Seminary  in  Yeotmal,  has 
commented  that  the  court’s  ruling  is 
“difficult  to  understand,”  because,  he 
asked,  “What  is  the  purpose  of  a  person 
faithfully  propagating  his  religion  unless 
he  conscientiously  recommends  it  to 
others?  Can  a  person  make  genuine 
efforts  to  ‘transmit  or  spread  one’s 
religion’  without  being  understood  by 
others  to  ‘attempt  to  convert’  or  ‘abet’ 
conversion?” 

'  The  Rev.  A.  E.  Iqbanathan,  general 
Secretary  of  the  Bible  Society  of  India, 
maintains  that  “distribution  of  Scrip¬ 
tures  will  not  be  affected  in  any  way”  by 
the  proposed  measure.  But  he  has 
expressed  concern  about  its  possible 
consequences  for  preachers  because,  he 
says,  “it  is  impossible  to  preach  without 
speaking  about  what  is  and  what  is  not 
against  the  will  of  God.” 

On  April  6,  Christians  all  over  India 
observed  a  day  of  prayer  and  fasting  to 
express  their  concern  about  the  bill.  The 
Rev.  M.  A.  Z.  Rolston,  general  secretary 
of  the  National  Christian  Council  of 
India,  has  written  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Commission  of  Churches  on 
International  Affairs  appealing  for  “the 
moral  and  the  prayerful  support  of  the 
Church  all  over  the  world”  on  behalf  of 
India’s  Christians. 

Freedom  of  Faith,  an  ecumenical 
Christian  organization  in  the  U.S. 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  really  wrestled  with  my 
conscience  so  fully  hope  you  can  make 
me  feel  better. 

What  is  your  opinion  of  three  ladies  in 
our  Sunday  School  class  always  sitting  to¬ 
gether  and  before  and  after  class  thev 
visit  and  don't  seem  to  want  anyone 
else  to  join  in.  And  when  we  have 
night  meetings  they  don’t  offer  to  pick 
up  elderly  ladies  who  would  come  if 
only  someone  would  pick  them  up. 
I  have  invited  them  to  my  house  for 
bridge  several  times  and  they  always 
have  some  excuse. 


concerned  for  religious  rights,  has  called 
on  American  Christians  to  “intercede  by 
prayer  and  action"  regarding  the  Indian 
bill.  The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  urged  the 
Parliament  to  reject  the  bill. 

Mother  Teresa  objects 

Some  critics  of  the  measure  hold  that 
Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta,  the  famed 
apostle  of  the  sick  poor,  would  be  liable  to 
two  years’  imprisonment  under  it 
because  her  charitable  works  could  be 
interpreted  as  an  inducement  to 
conversion. 

Mother  Teresa  herself  has  told  Prime 
Minister  Desai  that  the  bill  “would 
destroy  the  joy  and  the  freedom  of  our 
people.”  She  stressed  that  “there  is  no 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  Southern 
Baptists  need  to  become  more  alert  to 
the  threats  of  “para-church”  groups, 
many  of  which  “siphon  time,  energy, 
money  and  people  from  Southern  Baptist 
causes,”  according  to  a  Baptist 
seminary  professor. 

Some  large  para-church  groups  have 
become  so  multi-faceted  in  programs 
they  are  really  “mini-denominations,” 
said  Larry  Baker,  professor  of  Christian 
ethics  at  Midwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

He  listed  about  26  of  these  groups, 
including  some  well  known  ones  such  as 
the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Associa¬ 
tion,  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ, 
Gideons  International,  Bread  for  the 
World,  Navigators  and  Youth  for  Christ. 


From  prison  to  pulpit 


PRINCETON,  N.J.  —  Jeb  Stuart 
Magruder,  above  in  an  earlier  photo,  who 
served  a  seven-month  prison  term  for 
conspiracy  to  obstruct  justice  and 
defraud  the  U.S.,  during  the  Watergate 
cover-up,  is  currently  working  toward  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary.  Mr.  Magruder 
has  received  endorsement  for  his 
ordination  as  a  minister  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 


them  with  your  Christian  caring.  If  we 
are  in  a  situation  we  can’t  change  there  is 
always  one  thing  we  can  change  —  our 
own  attitude  and  behaviour.  Let  me  know 
six  months  from  now  what  is  happening 
in  your  life.  I  care. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 
“ Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box  221076. 
Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 


freedom  if  a  person  is  not  free  to  choose 
according  to  his  or  her  conscience.” 

Experience  with  the  bills  that  have 
been  passed  by  state  legislatures 
indicates  that  the  measure  may  not  be 
vigorously  enforced  if  it  is  adopted  by  the 
Parliament.  But  critics  of  the  measure 
fear  that  its  significance  could  be  that  the 
government  would  not  take  action 
against  violent  attacks  on  Christian 
churches  and  schools,  such  as  incidents 
which  took  place  recently  in  the  states  of 
Bihar  and  Arunachal  Pradesh. 

Another  warning  was  voiced  by 
Clement  Thomas,  treasurer  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Asia.  On  a 
recent  visit  to  New  York,  he  said  that  if 
the  bill  passes,  India’s  reputation  for 
religious  tolerance  “will  be  shattered 
beyond  repair.” 


Mr.  Baker  told  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Historical  Committee 
and  Historical  Society  that  Baptists  must 
become  more  informed  about  the  impact 
of  para-church  groups  —  so  they  are 
alert  to  the  possible  dangers  and 
limitations  of  becoming  involved,  as  well 
as  possible  advantages. 

He  acknowledged  that  there  were  dif¬ 
ferences  of  opinion  on  the  relationship 
between  para-church  groups  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  denomination. 

Some  people  feel  para-church  groups 
can  be  allies  to  the  denomination,  he 
said,  “by  pointing  out  next  steps  for 
Southern  Baptists  to  take ...  In  this  light, 
some  para-church  groups  are  viewed  as 
companions,  not  competitors.” 

Commenting  on  the  threatening 
influences  of  para-church  groups,  Mr. 
Baker  said  “most  have  an  evangelical 
zeal  which  prompts  them  to  make 
converts  of  persons  who  have  established 
roots  in  other  religious  traditions.” 

Mr.  Baker  urged  Southern  Baptist 
leaders  to  inform  members  about  para- 
church  groups  in  general,  affirming 
“that  which  is  good  and  commendable” 
and  challenging  “that  which  isn’t.” 

He  said  "we  should  resist  groups  that 
sow  seeds  of  dissension,  spread  false 
teachings,  false  ideas,  and  false 
philosophies.”  The  church  should  offer 
“fierce  resistance”  to  those  groups 
which  “belittle  the  church,”  he  said. 

Construction  up 
for  religious 
institutions 

WASHINGTON,  DC.  (RNS)  — 
Religious  construction  continued  to 
nudge  upward  in  1978,  but  still  amounted 
to  less  than  half  of  what  it  had  been  a 
decade  earlier,  according  to  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce. 

For  the  second  year  in  a  row, 
construction  costs  topped  a  billion 
dollars,  amounting  to  $1.2  billion  in  1978. 

Included  as  religious  construction  are 
churches,  synagogues,  funeral  parlors, 
mausoleums,  crematoriums,  parish 
educational  facilities  (excluding  ele¬ 
mentary  and  secondary  schools),  con¬ 
vents,  monasteries  and  seminaries. 

Aaron  Sabghir,  of  the  Commerce 
Department’s  Bureau  of  Domestic 
Business  Development,  predicts  that  the 
increase  in  religious  construction  will 
continue  in  1979  and  may  reach  $1.4 
billion. 

Mr.  Sabghir,  an  observer  since  1£55  of 
building  construction  in  this  country  who 
takes  a  special  interest  in  religious 
construction,  noted  that  construction 
costs  have  increased  131  percent  from 
1968  to  1978,  averaging  8.7  percent 
annually. 

This  means  that  a  building  which  cost 
$500,000  to  build  in  1968  would  have  cost 
$1,154,000  to  construct  in  1978,  he  said. 
Put  another  way,  people  are  getting  only 
about  a  third  in  physical  volume  for  their 
money  as  they  got  in  1968. 
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‘Dear  Deborah,’ 

Christians  ignore  others 


Baptists  warned  about 
6 para-church 9  groups 


‘No  nukes!9 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Part  of  the 
record  crowd  of  an  estimated  65,000 
demonstrators  sit  on  the  grass  near  the 
White  House  on  May  6,  during  anti¬ 
nuclear  rally.  The  group  chanted  slogans 
such  as.  "No  nukes,  shut  ’em  down’’  and 
“Two,  four,  six,  eight,  we  don’t  want  to 
radiate."  in  an  event  reminiscent  of  the 
Vietnam  era  a  decade  ago.  The  pace  of 
the  protest  against  nuclear  power  plants 
has  quickened  since  the  accident  at  the 
Three  Mile  Island  reactor  near: 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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Lutherans 
weigh  stand 

on  bioethics 

MADISON,  Wis.  (RNS)  -  The 
Lutheran  Church  of  America  (LCA)  has 
taken  the  first  steps  toward  formulating 
a  social  statement  on  the  expanding  and 
controversial  area  of  biomedical  ethics. 

Some  70  medical  professionals, 
ethicists,  lawyers  and  theologiah$ 
attending  an  LCA  bioethics  consultation 
here  discussed  medical  and  genetic 
technologies  that  raised  ethical  issues 
ranging  from  “test  tube”  baby  research 
to  euthanasia. 

Expert  opinion  brought  together  at  the 
conference  will  be  used  by  the  staff  of  the 
LCA’s  Division  for  Mission  in  North 
America  (DMNA)  to  write  a  draft  social 
statement  on  bioethics. 

Consultation  participants  generally 
agreed  that  the  church  should  say 
something  on  biomedical  ethics  issues, 
even  though  it  still  has  much  to  learn  on 
the  topic. 

Dr.  Franklin  Sherman,  professor  at  the 
Lutheran  School  of  Theology  at  Chicago, 
described  the  church’s  interest  in  the 
field'  of  bioethics,  which  he  preferred  to 
call  “biomedical”  ethics. 

“The  church  becomes  interested  in 
biomedical  ethics  as  an  extension  of  its 
general  interest  in  moral  concerns,  in 
which  it  attempts  to  understand  and 
interpret  the  will  of  God  for  our  lives,”  he 
said. 

"Biomedical  ethics  is  different  from 
ordinary  ethics  in  that  it  is  concerned 
with  a  special  set  of  problems  arising  out 
of  the  biomedical  activities." 

Dr.  Sherman  said  “these  problems  are 
frequently  distinguished  by  the  fact  that 
they  are  new,  and  that  they  tend  to  be 
extraordinarily  complicated,  difficult  to 
understand  and  to  analyze.  They  also 
tend  to  be  unusually  crucial,  involving 
life  and  death  matters  not  only  for 
individuals  but  for  the  global  com¬ 
munity.” 


Do  you  think  a  person  can  really  be  a 
Christian  and  almost  ignore  people  that 
way ?  I  have  not  been  accepted  and  my 
false  pride  makes  me  want  to  move  my 
membership.  I  don't  dislike  these  people 
and  I  work  in  the  church  and  try  to  live  a 
Christian  life  but  find  it  very  hard  to 
understand.  The  Bible  does  say  in  many 
places  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself  and 
do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do 
unto  you.  I  try  very  hard  to  treat  them 
the  way  I'd  like  to  be  treated  but  feel  like 
an  outsider. 

Please  help  my  try  to  understand  this 
problem.  I've  prayed  about  it  so  much. 

Thank  You, 

Dear  Terribly  Hurt:  Terribly  Hurt 

To  answer  your  first  question:  yes, 
Christians  can  be  insensitive  to  the  needs 
of  others  because  Christians  are  human 
beings  with  all  the  shortcomings  we 
experience  living  together.  This  clique- 
type  behaviour  comes  about  because 
some  people  enjoy  each  other  very  much 
and  that  is  good.  The  bad  part  is  when  it 
isolates  the  people  from  others. 

You  are  doing  the  right  things,  I 
believe,  and  ought  to  continue.  What  you 
need  to  discontinue  is  your  dwelling  upon 
the  problem  of  these  three  ladies.  Turn 
your  attention  in  other  directions,  see  if 
you  can  help  others  who  may  feel  even 
more  isolated  than  you  do.  Try  to  reach 


‘Golden  Cross  Sunday’  offerings  support  children,  elderly 

EVANSTON.  III.  —  This  United  Methodist  poster  serves  as  a  Special  offerings  on  those  days  will  be  used  to  support  child 
theme  for  Golden  Cross  Sundays,  being  observed  this  year  by  care  centers  and  provide  medical  aid  for  the  elderly. 

UM  congregations  in  May  and  December.  religious  news  service  photo 


The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  Inc. 
1030  Convention  Street  P.O.  Box  2951 


Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821 


Phone  343-5788 


LMCF  in  Action  Through  Legislative  Program 


P 

ERSONAL  REPRESENTATION 


ESEARCH  AND  REFERENCES 


For  over  three  years  as  Director  of  the 
Legal  and  Legislative  Division,  and  now 
as  Executive  Director  Ken  Ward  is 
present  in  the  Louisiana  Legislature  from 
beginning  to  end.  This  personal 
representation  extends  into  the  daily 
sessions  of  the  Louisiana  House  of 
Representatives  and  to  the  committee 
hearings.  These  hearings  take  place  not 
only  during  the  sessions  but  between  the 
sessions  as  well.  Being  present  is  an 
essential  part  of  any  organization  in 
which  attempts  are  made  to  represent  a 
particular  point  of  view.  This  is  so  not 
only  in  order  to  know  what  is  occurring, 
but  also  to  have  an  influence  on  the 
Ken  Ward  proceedings.  Ken  Ward  has  become 

recognized  as  a  leader  and  spokesman  for  Christian  Morality  in  the 
Louisiana  Legislature. 

After  the  1978  session  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature,  evaluation 
forms  were  mailed  to  all  members  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature 
asking  them  to  rank  Ken  in  the  following  areas.  Availability, 
Knowledge  of  Moral  Issues,  Credibility,  Communication 
Effectiveness,  Attitude,  Overall  Effectiveness.  If  in  a  particular  area 
they  felt  Ken  to  be  Excellent,  they  would  circle  5,  if  Very  Good  4.  if 
Good  3,  if  Average  2,  if  Poor  1 . 

With  nearly  a  third  of  the  members  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature 
returning  the  evaluation  forms,  the  average  ratings  out  of  the 


possible  5  points  were  as  follows: 

Availability  4.39 

Knowledge  of  Moral  Issues  4.79 

Credibility  4.85 

Communication  Effectiveness  4.57 

Attitude  4.79 

Overall  Effectiveness  4.55 


Without  placing  undue  emphasis  on  the  evaluation,  LMCF  does  feel 
that  is  an  indication  of  a  growing  effectiveness  in  the  Legislature. 
In  addition,  the  form  had  a  place  for  comments  by  the  individual 
Senators  and  Representatives.  The  following  examples  are  but  a  few 
of  the  many  offered.  '  *" 

First,  Comments  from  the  Senate 

“Ken  understands  the  legislative  process  and  is  reasonable, 
practical,  fair,  candid,  and  effective.” 

“Ken  has  done  a  first  rate  job  of  communication.  He  does  not  come  on 
too  strong,  and  is  always  willing  to  listen  to  both  points  of  view. 
However,  he  fully  represents  the  ideals  and  values  of  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  and  you  could  not  have  a  better  man.” 

“It  has  been  a  rewarding  experience  for  me  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  to  work  and  associate  with  Ken  Ward,  always  a  Christian 
gentleman,  who  has  done  an  outstanding  job  for  the  Foundation  in 
representing  the  moral  principles  of  this  great  state.  He  has  always 
been  available  when  needed  for  comments  and  assistance,  and  I  have 
the  highest  regard  for  his  ability.” 

Second.  Comments  fromthe  House 

“I  commend  Ken  on  his  diligence  in  pursuing  the  objective  of  the 
Foundation  as  well  as  obvious  dedication  to  increasing  his 
effectiveness  before  the  Legislature.  I  am  constantly  grateful  for  his 
support,  confidence  and  assistance.  I  can’t  honestly  think  of  anything 
he  needs  to  do  that  he  is  not  already  doing.” 

“I  have  thoroughly  enjoyed  working  with  Ken  in  the  last  three  years 
and  have  appreciated  his  assistance  on  the  many  difficult  issues  and 
bills  which  I  have  personally  authored.  He  has  been  more  than 
cooperative  and  helpful  to  me.” 

The  faith  and  confidence  reflected  in  these  comments  were  echoed 
by  many  other  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  is  reflected  often  by 
people  outside  of  the  Legislature,  such  as  the  Judge  in  Lafayette,  La. 
who  writes,  “I  have  found  Ken  to  be  highly  qualified  and  well 
educated  in  the  related  law  field  ...  He  is  a  dedicated  person,  a 
person  of  high  moral  standards.” 

Ken  has  earned  graduate  and  undergraduate  degrees  as  well  as  an 
honorary  Doctorate  of  Laws.  In  addition,  he  has  extensive  post¬ 
graduate  study  in  many  varied  fields.  A  member  of  the  Louisiana 
State  University’s  chapter  of  Phi  Delta  Kappa,  a  national  honorary 
educational  fraternity,  Ken  was  named  Educator  of  the  Year  in  1978 
by  the  Louisiana  Health  Care  Association 

Ken’s  presence  in  the  Legislature  is  possible  because  of  your 
support  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation. 


Robert  Harrington  writes . . . 


MY  COLLEAGUES  IN  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  MINISTRY  AND 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  LAITY. 

GREETINGS! 

Those  who  have  kept  abreast  of  the  affairs  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation  are  aware  of  the  resignation  of  the  former  executive 
director  and  the  subsequent  action  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  electing  Dr. 
Ken  Ward  to  that  vacancy.  Ken  Ward  had  served  as  associate  executive 
director  as  well  as  director  of  the  Legal  and  Legislative  Division  where  a 
very  viable  and  demonstrable  contribution  is  being  made 
Our  church  constituency  must  feel  this  turn  of  events  to  be  good  for  LMCF 
because  there  seems  to  be  a  trend  on  the  part  of  some  very  responsible 
churches  which  points  to  a  distinct  lifting  of  support  for  LMCF.  I  am 
especially  appreciative  of  this  because  I  know  these  pastors  and  am  aware 
of  the  stellar  leadership  they  offer  our  Conference. 

Without  the  least  doubt,  I  am  convinced  that  Ken  Ward  will  lead  LMCF  into 
increasingly  effective  services  which  will  meet  needs  crying  for  attention, 
thereby  better  helping  our  churches  minister  to  the  hurting  areas  and 
hurting  people  in  Louisiana.  For  he  has  shared  some  of  these  beautiful 
objectives  with  me  and  I  am  thrilled! 

Thrilled  because  of  his  sincerity,  his  ability,  and  his  rapport  with 
Legislators  who  finally  have  to  do  with  bringing  proposed  bills  into  being  as 
laws  of  our  state.  I  am  impressed  because  Ken’s  sense  of  dedication  is  really 
his  bond.  I  trust  his  judgment  and  his  dedication  implicitly. 

Your  prayers  and  unswerving  financial  undergirding  will  be  a  great 
blessing  at  this  time  when  the  State  Legislature  is  in  session  and  Dr.  Ward  is 
appearing  before  Committee  Hearings  concerning  various  important  bills  at 
the  invitation  of  responsible  leadership  in  the  Legislature. 

We  harbor  continued  best  wishes  for  you  in  your  splendid  work  for  our  Lord. 
I  look  forward  to  greeting  you  personally  at  our  upcoming  Annual 
Conference  where  you  will  also  meet  Ken  Ward. 

Your  Brother  in  His  Ministry, 

Robert  F.  Harrington 


Ken’s  presence  in  the  Legislature  on  behalf  of  Christian  people  can 
only  be  effective  if  he  is  well  equipped  and  informed.  LMCF  has  long 
had  a  legal  library  second  to  few  in  the  state.  Through  the  services  of 
West  Publishing  Company,  our  law  library  is  updated  weekly  and  all 
of  the  latest  acts,  laws,  and  court  decisions  are  available  to  Ken 
immediately.  In  addition  to  the  law  library,  LMCF  has  now  begun  to 
subscribe  to  some  very  highly  specialized  research  instruments  that 
are  available.  One  for  instance  is  called  “Dateline.”  This  special 
publication  which  comes  to  LMCF  weekly  between  legislative 
sessions  and  daily  during  the  sessions,  reveals  all  actions  of  the 
various  levels  of  state  government  in  a  condensed  form.  Also  a  digest 
of  all  Attorney  General’s  legal  opinions,  all  legislative  committee’s 
actions,  and  any  future  meetings  of  legislative  committees  are 
included.  There  are  many  other  government  publications  received 
in  addition  to  these  specialized  services.  These  specialized  ser¬ 
vices  also  include  many  publications  dealing  with  human  behavior 
and  special  problems  that  relate  to  human  behavior. 

In  addition  to  the  specialized 
publications  and  instruments  of  research 
over  25  religious  and  secular  publications 
are  researched  by  Dr.  Mark  Lower,  a 
retired  Executive  Director  of  LMCF,  who 
comes  to  the  office  almost  daily  and  gives 
of  his  time  reviewing,  condensing,  and 
passing  along  to  Ken  those  articles  that 
pertain  to  the  moral  issues  of  our  day. 

Mark  Lower 


R.  F.  Harrington 


Dr.  Harrington,  Director  of  Promotions  for  LMCF,  is  now  assisting 
in  special  research  projects  to  assist  Ken  in  the  legislative  work.  Dr. 
Harrington,  a  past  president  of  Huston  Tilbotson  College,  has  been  an 
elementary  school  principal,  as  well  as  college  professor.  He  came  to 
LMCF  from  the  Bishop’s  office  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Conference  where  he  served  as 
Chief  Administrative  Assistant  to 
the  Bishop.  His  many  other  qual¬ 
ifications  equip  him  for  the 
assistance  in  research  and 
growing  involvement  in  the  area 
of  education  and  legislation 

Not  only  in  the  legislative 
activities  of  LMCF,  but  in  all  of  the 
activities  of  a  legal  nature,  our 
attorney,  John  Williams,  reviews 
carefully  the  research  and 
findings  of  our  staff  and  is 
immediately  available  to  Ken  for 
legal  direction  and  consultation. 

John  is  an  active  Christian,  as  well 
as  a  competent  attorney. 

A 

IX  CCOUNTABILITY 

LMCF  is  first  accountable  to  God,  even  as  individuals  are. 

Second,  we  seek  to  be  accountable  to  the  churches,  groups,  and 
individuals  who  support  us.  A  very  reputable  accounting  firm  of 
Baton  Rouge  audits  our  books  not  only  annually,  but  throughout  the 
year  We  seek  always  to  be  good  stewards  of  our  time  and  money. 

Thirdly,  we  seek  to  be  accountable  in  the  quality  of  work  that  we  do. 
We  are  striving  to  maintain  the  trust  and  respect  of  all  people  who 
call  on  us  for  assistance. 


John  Williams 


ONE 


LMCF  many  times  encounters  some  rather  strong  opponents. 
Generally,  their  strength  lies  in  having  more  than  adequate  financing 
for  their  programs.  They  tend  to  have  all  the  money  it  takes  to  put 
over  and  win  others  to  their  point  of  view.  Those  who  seek  to 
liberalize  laws  relative  to  the  control  and  abuse  of  drugs  .  .  .  who  seek 
to  further  legalize  gambling  .  .  who  look  after  the  interest  of  the 
beverage  alcohol  industry  .  .  .  who  seek  to  remove  those  laws  that 
favor  responsible  moral  behavior  .  ,  .  have  many  things  in  common 
.but  one  that  stands  out  the  people  who  have  a  vested  interest 
in  these  types  of  issues  are  willing  to  pay  for  what  they  get,  because 
they  expect  to  profit  much.  Money  is  essential  to  carry  out  any 
program,  no  matter  how  good  or  bad  the  goals  of  the  organization 
maybe. 

The  Legislative  Program  of  LMCF  described  on  this  page  has 
been  put  together  in  faith,  believing  that  people  who  are  concerned 
about  the  moral  problems  of  our  day  need  an  effective  program,  and 
are  willing  to  pay  for  it. 

The  program  that  we  have  is  expensive,  but  also  necessary,  if  we 
are  to  be  effective.  We  receive  our  income  from  two  general  sources. 
One  is  from  individual  churches  throughout  our  state.  We  emphasize 
“individual”  because  contrary  to  popular  belief,  we  do  not  receive 
funds  from  denominational  sources,  but  rather  individual  churches 
who  support  us  in  their  budgets. 

Remember  —  your  gift  is  tax  deductible.  Checks  should  be  made 


payable  to:  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  Inc.  and  mail  to: 
P.O.  Box  2951,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821 
A  suggested  level  of  givihg  is: 

Churches  and  Sustaining  $1 .00  per  member  year ' 

Organizations:  Supporting  $  .50  per  member  per  year 

Contributing  $  —any  amount 
The  other  general  source  is  from  individuals  who  generally  respond 
to  special  appeal  letters.  A  suggested  level  of  giving  for  individuals 
is: 


Individuals: 


Patron 

Sustaining 

Supporting 

Contributing 


$1,000  and  up 
$  100  to  $999 
$  50  to$  99 
$  1  to  $  49 


For  the  85  days  each  year  that  the  Legislature  is  in  session,  these 
research  and  reference  services  are  primarily  directed  towards 
legislative  issues.  At  other  times  and  on  some  occasions,  even  during 
the  legislative  session,  these  services  are  available  to  handle  special 
requests  from  individuals,  churches,  and  even  governmental 
agencies.  These  “R  and  R”  services  are  made  possible  by  your 
support. 


RGANIZATION 

The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  is  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  as  a  non-profit,  religious  and 
educational  foundation. 


It  was  organized  in  1942  and  is  non-denominational.  The  corporate 
powers  of  the  organization  is  vested  in  the  Board  of  Trustees,  who 
serve  three  year  terms.  The  present  board,  composed  of  eighteen 
members,  is  made  up  of  businessmen,  judges,  lawyers,  and 
ministers.  They  are  as  follows: 


Dr  Clarence  E.  Young,  President,  Sulphur.  Mr.  R.  M.  Hammons,  First  Vice- 
President.  Wisner.  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser,  Second  Vice-President,  Alexandria. 
Mr  Wallace  Long,  Third  Vice-President,  Shreveport.  Mr.  William  A.  Ford, 
Treasurer,  Lake  Charles.  Mrs.  Frances  Grafton,  Secretary,  Pineville. 


Rev.  George  W.  Harkins.  Hammond 
Judge  G.  K.  Kitchens,  Minden 
Rev.  Perry  F.  Webb,  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge 
Mr  Duncan  M.  Smith,  Jr. .  Lafayette 
Mr  Gay  Juban,  Baton  Rouge 
Mr.  Ellis  Martin.  Pineville 


Mr.  John  Richardson,  Shreveport 
Senator  Bryan  Poston,  Hornbeck 
Mrs.  Truman  Ward,  New  Orleans 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  Ruston 
Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  New  Orleans 
Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge 


R  ESPONSE 

The  personal  representation,  the  research  and  reference  services, 
the  organizational  structure  and  our  goals,  become  significant  only 
as  they  are  able  to  lead  the  morally  and  religiously  concerned 
people  of  Louisiana  to  respond. 

The  key  in  leading  people  to  respond  is  effective  communication. 
To  facilitate  our  communication  with  the  people  of  Louisiana,  we 
use  every  opportunity  to  personally  speak  to  individuals,  churches, 
and  other  groups,  but  in  this  day  of  rapid  communication,  LMCF 
has  now  equipped  itself  with  the  latest  and  most  functional  means  of 
communicating  that  we  feel  is  possible. 

Through  our  outgoing  and  now  incoming  WATS  telephone  service, 
we  are  instantly  in  touch  with  people 
throughout  the  state.  By  calling  our  toll 
free  number  1-800-272-8188  (Monday-Friday 
8:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m.),  you  can  not  only 
request  any  special  assistance  you  need, 
but  also  get  the  latest  status  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  legislation,  copies  of  laws,  legis¬ 
lative  bills,  court  decisions,  or  any  assis¬ 
tance  that  we  offer. 


Through  the  mail  and  our  new 
mailing  system,  we  now  are  able 
to,  in  a  more  detailed  way,  keep 
you  informed  of  the  activities  in 
the  legislature.  If  you  are  not 
receiving  our  Quarterly  Bulletin, 
our  monthly  Legal  and  Legislative 
Letter,  and  other  special  mail-outs 
from  time-to-time  please  notify  us 
that  you  would  like  to  be  added  to 
our  mailing  list. 

Other  improvements  making 
possible  our  ability  to 
communicate  more  effectively, 
and  in  a  much  more  rapid  fashion 
is  a  number  of  pieces  of  new  office 
equipment,  including  a  Word 
Processor  that  now  enables  us  to 
send  a  personal  letter  to  all 
members  of  the  legislature  in  one 
day.  Before  the  days  of  the  Word 
Processor  most  of  you  know,  this  could  have  taken  a  week. 


Plans  are  presently  underway  to  have  a  parish  representative  to 
LMCF  from  all  64  parishes  in  the  state  of  Louisiana. 


Board  of  Trustees  from  Louisiana 


William  P.  Fraser 


William  A.  Ford 


Mrs.  Truman  Ward 


George  W.  Harkins 


Duncan  M.  Smith  Jr.,  not  pictured,  from 
Louisiana  Conference,  is  also  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 


r 

V^OALS 

An  organization  is  often  known  for  the  goals  it  strives  for.  LMCF 
has  worthy  goals.  They  are: 

•  To  enlist  and  assist  those  who  desire  and  will  work  to  provide  a 
healthy  moral  climate  for  our  State  and  Nation. 

•  To  educate  youth  and  adult  alike  in  the  inherent  dangers  to  be  found 
in  alcohol  and  drug  abuse. 

•  To  promote  a  positive  moral  like  style  among  the  youth  of  our  state. 

•  To  assist  the  citizen  and  elected  official  alike  in  their  commitment 
to  good  government. 

•  To  translate  religious  convictions  into  positive  actions. 

•  Provides  legal  counsel  and  information  in  response  to  questions 
from  churches,  citizens,  and  elected  officials,  concerning  issues  of 
a  moral  and/or  a  civic  nature. 

•  Provides  information  for  elected  officials  and  individuals 
The  Legal  and  Legislative  Division  functions  to  meet  objectives  of 
LMCF  by: 

officials  concerning  moral  issues. 

•  Provides  information  and  direction  for  individuals  who  seek  to 
influence  the  affairs  of  government. 


Lillian  Stafford 


We  are  excited  about  the  possibility  of  creating  a  “LMCF  Press” 
and  increasing  tremendously  the  number  and  frequency  of  our 
publications.  Mr.  W.  C.  Smith,  Jr.,  our 
printer,  is  a  very  fine  Christian  and  a 
vital  part  of  our  present  and  soon  to  be 
increased  literature  ministry. 

The  better  we  are  able  to  communicate 
with  you,  the  more  informed  you  become 
and  the  more  responsive  you  will  be.  Our 
new  and  improved  communication 
system  is  possible  because  of  your 
support. 


Ken  Ward  writes . 


W.  C.  Smith 


Dear  Christian  Friends: 

I  trust  that  this  descriptive 
information  about  the  Legislative 
Program  of  LMCF  will  enable  you  to 
better  understand  and  appreciate 
our  ministry. 

Please  know  that  we  sincerely 
appreciate  the  ever-increasing 
number  of  people  in  Louisiana  called 
United  Methodist  who  are 
increasing  their  support  and 
encouragement  to  LMCF.  Through 
the  cooperative  efforts  of  Dr. 
Harrington  and  the  Methodist 
members  of  our  Board  of  Trustees,  I 
am  confident  that  we  can  render 
increasingly  greater  services  to  the 
Methodist  churches  of  Louisiana.  I 
pledge  my  best  efforts  to  this  end. 

I  am  grateful  to  Bishop  Shamblin 
and  other  leaders  of  your 
Conference  for  their  encouragement 
and  support  extended  to  me.  I  shall 
ever  strive  to  merit  your  confidence. 
I  look  forward  to  meeting  many  of 
you  personally  at  the  Annual 
Conference. 

Sincerely, 

Ken  Ward 


\ 


Youth  to  study 
occult  and  theology 

“Youth  Look  at  Cult  and  Theo¬ 
logy"  is  the  theme  of  the  Louisiana 
All-Conference  Senior  High 
Assembly  to  be  June  19-23  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  in  Shreveport.  Re¬ 
gister  or  information  can  be  gained 
by  writing  Conference  Youth  Team, 
Box  4325,  Shreveport.  La.  71194.  Cost 
is  $40.' 


IIULEN  CONWAY  WARREN.  JR..  27.  single.  B.A. 
from  La.  Tech  University.  Candler  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy.  Probationer  1975,  Deacon  1975,  Now  serving 
as  Associate  at  First  Church.  Lake  Charles. 


ROBERT  DON  ROSS.  30.  married,  one  child.  It  \ 
from  Northeast  La.  University  and  University  of 
Southern  La..  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  Probationer 
1970.  Deacon  1976.  Now  serving  a-,  campus  minis¬ 
ter  University  of  Southern  La.,  Baton  Rouge 
Lafayette  District. 


Receiving  Deacon’s 
Orders  at  Conference 


t  rf  ^  . 


LINN  CARAW \Y  RICHARDSON.  :i«.  married, 
home  church  St.  Paul's,  Monroe  District. 
B.A.  from  Centenars  &  Southeastern  La. 
University  in  English,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  1979-79. 


•JOSEPH  ELLERY  SEILER  57.  married,  three 
children,  graduate  of  Tulane  University  with 
a  B  \  .  Eden  Theological  Seminary .  Webster 
Groves.  \1o..  with  a  Master  of  Divinity, 
seeking  recognition  of  his  orders  from  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  probationary 
membership,  now  serving  Belle  Chasse 
Hope  Chapel  New  Orleans/llouma  District 
’Nut  seeing  ordination  as  he  is  ulready  ordained 
by  United  Church  of  Christ 


STEPHEN  WILLIAMSON.  27.  married,  home 
church  First  Church  West  Monroe.  Monroe 
District.  B.A.  from  Northeast  l.a.  University 
in  history,  attending  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology . 


Ministers  retiring 

Rock.  Ark.,  from  1939;  Donald  E. 
Wineinger,  serving  as  chaplain  at 
Glenwood  Hospital  in  West  Monroe, 
came  to  Louisiana  in  1939;  Cleburne 
Quaid.  serving  Homer-Wesley  Chapel  in 
Ruston.  came  to  La  from  Oklahoma  in 
1942;  and  Frederick  Mead,  who  has  been 
on  disability  leave  since  1973,  came  to 
La  in  1950  after  serving  in  Little  Rock. 
Ark  ,  since  1932. 

Associate  ministers  retiring  are 
Booker  Branch,  at  St.  Mark's-St 
Paul’s,  Washington  in  Baton  Rouge/ 
Lafayette  District,  and  Eddie  Carter, 
serving  at  Thompson  in  New  Orleans/ 
Slidell  District.  Rev.  Branch  came  to  La. 
in  1943  and  Rev  Carter  came  here  in  1939 


Fred  Schwendimann 


ANDREW  JACKSON  DOUG  LAS.  52.  single,  three  chil¬ 
dren.  B.A.  from  Dillard  University;  M.  Ed,  from 
Loyola  University,  Course  of  Study.  Probationer 
1971.  Deacon  1972.  Now  serving  l.ehurpe  —  New 
Orleans  —  Slidell  District. 


I 

I 

BRENDA  COLLEEN  TAUSCHER  LAYMAN,  27.  mar 

j _ rled.  A.A.  from  St.  Petersburg  Jr.  College.  B.A. 

Florida  Southern  College.  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  Probationer  1975.  Deacon  1975.  Now 
serving  as  an  Associate  at  First  Church. 
Alexandria. 


BRUCE JAY 

eastern  State  College.  Perkins  School  of  Theology . 
Probationer  1975.  Deacon  1975.  Now  serving  as  an 
Associate  at  First  Church.  Alexandria. 


ALAN  DOUGLAS  MADDEN.  27.  married,  two  chil¬ 
dren.  B.A.  from  Centenary  College  and  Northeast 
Louisiana  University.  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary.  Probationer  1976.  Deacon  1976.  Now 
serving  St.  Joseph  Wesley  in  the  Monroe  District. 


ROBERT  FREDRICK  MARSHALL.  26.  married.  B.S. 
from  McNeese  Slate  University.  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology.  Probationer  1976.  Deacon  1976.  Now 
serving  Olla-Tullos.  Alexandria  District. 


LARRY  DEAN  O'DELL.  29.  murrird.  one  child.  B.A. 
from  Southeastern  La.  University.  Perkins  School 
of  Theology.  Probationer  1975,  Deacon  1975.  Now 
serving  Asbury.  Monroe  District. 


CAROL  Sl’SAN  WINN'.  29.  married.  B.A.  La  State 
University .  Perkins  School  of  Theology .  Proba¬ 
tioner  1976.  Deacon  1976.  Now  serving  l^tcher  - 
New  River.  Baton  Rouge  -  Hammond  District.' 


'  i 

STEVEN  DOYLE  BEARDEN.  25.  married,  one 
child,  home  chureh  llodge  United  Methodist 
Church.  Ruston  District,  R  \  from 
Northeast  La  University  in  Social  work 
attending  Perkins  School  •>(  Theologv . 
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14  given  Elder’s  orders 


The  ministers  pictured  below  received  full  membership 
and  Elder’s  orders  at  Annual  Conference.  This  means  they 
completed  their  ministerial  education  requirements  and 
afterward  served  one  full  year  under  the  supervision  of  a 
District  Superintendent. 

Clarence  Lee  Hillard,  46,  now  serving  Roberts  Chapel  in 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  is  not  pictured.  He  is 
married  and  has  five  children.  He  received  a  B.A.  from 
Southern  University  and  completed  graduate  work  at  South¬ 
eastern  University.  He  became  a  Deacon  in  1977. 


CATHY  SUE  CARLSON.  40  single.  B.  V  from  Millsaps 
College.  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Union 
Theological  Seminary  and  Course  of  Study, 
Probationer  1976,  Deacon  1976.  Now  on  special 
appointment  as  Executive  Director.  Creative 
Ministry'  Associates.  Durham.  N.C. 


The  following  ministers  are  retiring 
this  year  and  were  honored  at  Annual 
Conference  : 

Robert  C.  Carter,  at  North  Baton 
Rouge  UMC,  has  served  in  Louisiana 
since  1943;  David  Felder,  at  Cedar 
Grove-Wesley,  Shreveport,  has  served  in 
the  Conference  since  1939;  William 
Finnin,  Sr.,  has  served  in  Louisiana  since 
1972  as  Wesley  Foundation  Director  at 
LSU  Baton  Rouge  and  Nathaniel  Perry 
at  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion-Newell  in  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District,  came  to 
Louisiana  in  1946. 

Fred  Schwendimann,  at  Morningside- 
Stonewall  in  Shreveport,  came  to 
Louisiana  in  1955  after  serving  in  Little 


Booker  T.  Branch 
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M.  David  Felder 


MARK  ROLAND  MARTIN.  25.  married.  B.A.  from 
University  of  New  Orleans,  \sbury  Theological 
Seminary.  Probationer  1977.  Deacon  1977.  Now 
serving  Montgomery  -  Mt.  Zion  -  Atlanta  -  St. 
Maurice  in  the  Alexandria  District. 


WILLIAM  EDWARD  PARKS.  SR..  52.  married,  two 
children,  B.S.  from  l.ouisiana  Tech  University. 
Course  of  Study.  Probationer  1976.  Deacon  1976. 
Now  serv  ing  Claiborne  -  Wilhite  -  Monroe  District. 


The  follow  ing  have  received  probationary  membership  and  Deacon's  orders 
at  Annual  Conference  in  Shrevepor?  this  week.  To  receive  these  orders  one  must 
have  completed  the  first  part  of  the  required  studies  for  ministers  and  been 
accepted  by  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Conference. 


CALVIN  JEFFERY  1)1  KK.  25.  single,  home 
church  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Raton  Rouge.  Baton  Rouge  District.  B.A 
front  Centenary  College  religion  and  socio- 
logv.  is  attending  Iliff  School  of  Theology. 
Denver.  Colorado. 


Robert  C.  Carter 


Nathaniel  Perrv 


PAUL  BRYANT  DICKERSON.  23.  single,  home 
church  First  Methodist.  Shreveport  District. 
B.A.  from  Centenary  College  in  religion,  is 
attending  Iliff  School  of  Theology.  Denver. 
Colo. 


MONOAII  JACK  O'DELL,  23.  married,  one 
child,  home  church  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Minden.  La  Ruston  District.  De¬ 
gree  in  Christian  Education  and  Sociology 
from  Centenary  College,  is  attending  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theologv  . 


CAROLYN  MAE  Pil  l  I  Y  H  single,  home 
church  Vinton  United  Methodist  Church. 
Lake  Charles  District.  B.S  from  Ohio  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Education.  Master  of  \rts  from 
Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers,  will 
attend  llliff  School  of  Theologv  in  the  fall. 


William  Finnin,  Sr. 


CHARLES  DAVID  BILLINGS.  33.  single,  home 
church.  St.  Mark's.  New  Orleans/Slidell 
District.  B.A.  from  University  of  Mississippi 
in  history,  has  attended  New  York 
Theological  Seminary  1969-1979  and  the 
Course  of  Sludv  School,  now  serving  as 
Director  of  Si.  Mark's  Community  Center 
and  pastor  of  St.  Mark's  l  niled  Methodist 
Church. 


MII.LICENT  C.  FESKE.  26.  single,  home  church 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Franklin. 
Lafayette/Baton  Rouge  District.  B.S.  from 
Centenary  College  in  Elementary 
Education,  is  attending  Candler  School  of 
Theology .  Atlanta.  Ga . 
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Racial  justice:  We’ve  come  a  long 
way  but  much  remains  to  be  done 


It  has  been  25  years  since  Supreme 
Court  Chief  Justice  Earl  Warren  wrote 
the  historic  majority  opinion  in  the  case 
of  Brown  vs.  Board  of  Education:  “We 
conclude  that  in  the  field  of  public 
education  the  doctrine  of  ‘separate  but 
equal’  has  no  place.  Separate 
educational  facilities  are  inherently 
unequal.” 

That  1954  decision  marked  a  new 
beginning  of  dramatic  social,  economic 
and  political  changes  for  blacks  and 
other  minority  persons  in  this  country. 

Persons  who  have  lived  through  those 
changing  times  scarcely  can  deny  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in 
reducing  racial  discrimination  and 
promoting  racial  justice.  At  least  by  law, 
most  of  the  old  racial  barriers  have  been 
broken  down:  minority  persons  are 
guaranteed  an  equal  legal  right  to  be 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  new  local  church  editions  at 
Wickline  UMC  in  Midwest  City. 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference)  and  at  Fair  Oaks  UMC  in 
Fair  Oaks,  California  (California- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  about  740  subscriber- 
families  at  Wickline  UMC  and  400 
subscriber-families  at  Fair  Oaks  UMC 
will  receive  special  editions  of  TM/UMR 
with  their  own  local  church  news  printed 
on  the  front  page,  annual  conference 
news  printed  on  the  back  page  and 
general  church  news  and  comment 
printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find  your  new 
church  newspaper  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again:  “Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  ( The  United  Methodist  Reporter) .” 


educated,  employed  and  housed;  more 
blacks  are  entering  college  than  ever 
before;  public  accommodations  are  now 
open  to  all  races;  and  twice  as  many 
blacks  can  be  identified  as  economically 
“middle  class”  as  in  1954. 

Throughout  this  period  of  change, 
United  Methodism  —  as  well  as 
numerous  other  religious  denominations 
—  has  played  a  significant  role  in  the 
quest  for  racial  justice.  While  not  all 
church  members  have  always  stood 
soundly  on  the  side  of  racial  justice,  the 
official  commitment  of  the  churches  to 
such  principles  has  usually  outstripped 
that  of  society-at-large. 

The  commitments  of  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  and  many  other  influential 
civil  rights  leaders  arose  from  deep 
religious  roots  —  roots  found  in  the 
biblical  affirmation  that  all  persons  are 
of  equal  worth  in  the  sight  of  God. 

Yet  to  look  back  at  the  past  25  years  — 
either  as  a  church  or  as  a  society  —  with 
any  sense  that  “the  job  is  finished” 
would  be  tragic. 

The  fact  remains  that  in  1979:  (1) 
unemployment  among  blacks  is  nearly 
twice  as  high  as  among  whites;  (2)  a 
great  majority  of  our  black  population 
still  resides  in  urban  ghettos,  many  in 
substandard  housing;  (3)  black  men 
have  less  than  a  50-50  chance  of  surviving 
to  the  age  of  65;  (4)  pregnant  black 
women  run  a  three  times  higher  risk  of 
dying  during  pregnancy  than  white 
women;  (5)  black  babies  have  nearly  a 
60  percent  greater  chance  of  dying 
during  infancy  than  white  babies;  (6) 
more  than  46  percent  of  the  nation’s 
black  children  attend  schools  which  are 
segregated:  (7)  local  churches  remain 
among  the  most  segregated  institutions 
in  our  society;  and  (8)  “open  itineracy” 
remains  much  more  an  ideal  than  an 
accomplished  fact  across  our  church. 

Such  facts  reveal  that  equal  “liberty 
and  justice  for  all”  —  although  “legally 
endorsed”  —  remains  a  goal  far  from 
fully  attained  in  our  society. 

As  we  enter  the  next  25  years  of 
struggle  for  justice  and  equality  in 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 
“  Reflections  on  church  as 
family’ and  ‘ rule-maker ’ 


Pat  Sites 

I’ve  not  known  how  to  say  goodbye  to 
the  community  which  has  nourished  me 
these  past  five  years  since  I  came  to 
write  for  TM/UMR.  Goodbyes  are 
inadequate  at  best.  At  worst  they’re 
embarrassing.  So  you  were  almost 
spared. 

But  in  my  last  weeks  here  —  when  the 
word  “community”  was  already  taking 
on  new  meaning  for  me  in  a  personal  way 
—  things  happened  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  which  could  disrupt  a 
community  much  larger  than  the  one  I 
love  and  work  in.  And  my  concern  over 
that  community  is  greater  than  my 
reluctance  to  be  embarrassed. 

The  “Joan  Clark  incident”  happened. 
The  “David  Whitington  incident" 
happened.  The  “Easter  Declaration” 
happened.  The  “Whole  Gospel”  coalition 
happened.  And  stay  tuned  —  there’s 
more  to  happen  before  General 
Conference  1980. 

What  in  the  world,  in  the  midst  of  all 
this,  has  happened  to  our  belief  that  we 
are  first  and  foremost  the  family  of  God? 
What  kind  of  community  are  we, 
anyway? 

I  hope  after  these  five  years  I  am  not 
naive.  I  know  institutions  must  preserve 
themselves.  I  know,  in  order  to  do  so, 
they  must  establish  rules  which  let  some 
persons  in  and  keep  others  out.  I  know 
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they  survive  on  exclusivity.  And  yes,  I 
know  what  agony  and  energy  the 
institutional  church  spends  on  seeking 
the  truth  and  maintaining  its  integrity. 
Such  truths  are  not  come  by  without  cost. 

But  I  also  know  the  institutional  church 
is  not  a  monolith.  It  is  people.  It  is 
ultimately  individuals  who  must  travel 
alone  with  their  God  —  who  know  that  the 
lonely  path  does  not  end  with  the 
questions.  “What  institutions  were  you  a 
part  of?”  and  “What  rules  did  you 
establish?”,  but  rather  “Whom  did  you 
love?”  and  “did  you  love  enough?” 

I  am  grateful  for  the  rule-makers  of  the 
church.  We  need  them.  I’m  not  a  rule- 
maker  but  a  sentimentalist  and  I  hope 
the  church  needs  us,  too.  I’m  also  a 
worrier  and  I  worry  about  the  people  we 
leave  out  of  this  community  we  call  the 
church. 

If  we  can’t  write  them  into  the  rule 
book,  shouldn’t  we  at  least  wonder  if, 
somewhere  else,  there’s  another  rule 
book  being  written?  And  admitting  that 
only  God  knows  all  the  rules,  shouldn’t 
we  worry  about  the  possibility  that  we’re 
wrong?  What  if  He  decides  he  loves  that 
person  best,  beyond  all  reason  that  we 
can  see?  God  loves  beyond  all  reason 
anyway,  it  seems  to  me. 

I’m  glad  I’m  not  helping  to  write  the 
rule  book  at  General  Conference.  I  can 
abdicate  the  responsibility  of  deciding 
who's  in  and  who’s  out  —  who  can 
“represent”  the  church  and  who  can’t. 
That  body  must  decide  who’s  employable 
and  who  isn’t,  whose  theology  is 
acceptable  and  whose  isn’t.  Its  decisions 
will  be  wonderfully  corporate  and 
anonymous. 

But  what  about  the  decisions  we  make 
as  individuals?  What  about  the  every¬ 
day,  every  way  face-to-face  dealings  we 
have  with  homosexuals,  evangelicals, 
alcoholics,  adulterers,  holier-than-thous, 
free-livers,  frightened,  frightened  people 
who  frighten  us  to  death  at  every  turn? 
Can  we  write  them  out  of  our  lives  as  we 
do  out  of  our  corporate  book? 

I  hope  we  can’t.  We  know  they  aren’t 
perfect,  as  we  know  our  families  aren’t 
perfect  and  aren’t  alike  and  aren’t 
always  comfortable  together.  Mine  isn’t. 
Is  yours?  Yet  I  find  after  nearly 
despising  a  child  who  has  rocked  my 
boat,  that  child  is  so  precious  to  me  that  I 
have  to  throw  up  my  hands  and  say,  “I 
couldn’t  stand  you  if  I  didn’t  love  you  so 
much." 

As  I  leave  this  larger  community 
professionally,  I  feel  a  tremendous  need 
to  stay  in  it  personally.  I  guess  I  can 
accept  it  if  the  official  United  Methodist 
Church  sets  up  “Restricted  Area” 
markers  for  its  professional  career 
people.  But  in  my  heart  and  gut  where  I 
live  most  of  the  time,  I  can’t  long  be  part 
of  a  community  where  there  are  too 
many  markers  —  because  I’d  be  sure  to 
be  one  of  those  left  outside. 

So  please  —  leave  as  much  room  as  you 
can  in  this  amazing  community  for  me 
and  all  the  children  of  God  who  are  your 
family.  Love  and  goodbye. 

-PAT  SITES 

Editor's  Note:  Mrs.  Sites  resigned 
from  the  editorial  staff,  effective  May  18, 
after  nearly  five  years  of  distinguished 
service  as  a  staff  writer.  She  and  her 
perspective  will  be  missed  —  both  by  the 
staff  and  by  TM/UMR  readers. 
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25th  anniversary  observed 


COLUMBIA,  S.C.  —  Linda  Brown  Smith, 
whose  parents  were  plaintiffs  in  the 
Brown  vs.  Board  of  Education  case, 
listens  to  speakers  with  Benjamin  L. 
Hooks,  executive  director  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Colored  People,  during  ceremonies  on 
May  17  in  Columbia.  S.C.,  marking  the 
25th-anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court’s 
decision.  Later,  during  an  address  to 
black  demonstrators  on  the  steps  of  the 
State  Capitol,  Mr.  Hooks  brought  an 
emotional  response  from  the  large  crowd 
as  he  reminded  them  of  changes  that  had 
been  brought  about  in  South  Carolina  as 
a  result  of  the  court's  action.  He  declared 
that  the  participants  were  “here  under 
police  protection  and  not  under 
conditions  of  police  brutality.” 
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America,  we  may  justly  celebrate  the 
gains  toward  full  citizenship  which  have 
been  attained  by  black  people  and  other 
minorities.  But,  as  Christians,  we  must 
resolve  anew  not  to  rest  until  the  last 
vestiges  of  racism  have  been  replaced  by 
equal  opportunity  and  respect  between 
persons  of  all  races  and  ethnic  groups. 

We  hope  and  pray  that  in  that  in  the 
years  to  come  the  church  —  both  as  an 
organization  and  as  a  community  of 
individual  followers  of  Jesus  Christ  — 
will  play  a  leading  role  in  translating  the 
ideals  of  racial  justice  and  equality  into 
fully  accomplished  facts. 


Much  of  church’s  approach  to 
hunger  based  on  false  premises 


By  ELDEN  R.  GROVES 

TM/UMR’s  report  of  the  conference  on 
hunger  in  Cincinnati  last  December  said 
the  conferees  “agreed  to  disagree.”  In 
other  words,  not  much  happened  —  A 
farmer  friend  from  Illinois  was  there  and 
he  wrote  that  he  considered  it  “a 
complete  waste  of  time.” 

Our  church  has  sponsored  several 
hunger  conferences  on  the  national  level. 
I  attended  the  first  at  Kansas  City.  We 
had  an  enjoyable  three  days  and  made 
new  friends,  but  the  net  result  in  terms  of 
alleviating  hunger  would  have  to  be 
marked  “zero.” 

Of  course,  Christians  should  be 
concerned  about  hunger!  We’ve  been 
taught  that  we  can’t  begin  to  worry  about 
people’s  spiritual  condition  until  their 
bellies  are  full.  And  the  scores  of 
ministers  who  have  talked  about  hunger 
from  the  pulpit  are  to  be  commended. 
They  are  compassionate,  well-meaning 
Christians.  But  I  can’t  see  that  all  this 
talk  has  fed  one  hungry  individual. 

And  it  seems  to  me  that  our  failure  is 
the  direct  result  of  a  false  premise  —  the 
belief  that  there  is  a  shortage  of  food. 
There  has  never  been  as  much  food  on 
hand  in  the  history  of  the  world  as  there 
is  now.  Bins  and  granaries  are  spilling 
over  and  the  surplus  creates  such  an 
economic  problem  that  wheat  in  the 
United  States  is  selling  below  the  cost  of 
production.  Even  India  —  for  the  first 
time  in  history  —  had  surpluses  of  wheat 
in  1977  and  1978.  In  1977  it  was  estimated 
at  18  million  bushels.  The  situation  was 
so  new  that  they  had  no  good  rfiethod  of 
recording  it  and  no  place  to  store  it. 
About  half  went  to  Russia  to  settle  a  debt 
and  the  rest  went  into  big  plastic  bags 
which  they  stored  out  on  the  ground. 
There  was  a  surplus  again  this  past  year, 
but  not  quite  so  much. 

I’m  sure  there  are  still  hungry  people 
in  India.  Why?  Because  the  Indian  people 
themselves  must  decide  to  do  something 


about  hunger.  It  is  as  much  a  social 
problem  as  it  is  economic.  We  can  preach 
to  them  and  set  an  example,  but  there  is 
no  way  we  can  dictate  1800  calories  each 
day  for  every  Indian  or  African. 

The  world’s  population  is  still  growing, 
although  the  rate  is  slowing  down;  and 
surely  some  day  the  demand  will  overrun 
the  food  supply.  But  I  have  been 
expecting  this  to  happen  for  40  years,  and 
I’m  beginning  to  lose  faith  in  the  theory. 

At  the  Kansas  City  hunger  conference, 
the  farmers  in  the  group  were  first 
amazed,  then  amused,  when  it  developed 
that  many  delegates  had  begun  to  fear 
for  their  own  food  supply.  There  had  been 
so  much  preaching  on  hunger  that  it 
appeared  the  grocery  shelves  could 
become  bare  at  any  time. 

We  grow  so  much  food  in  this  country 
that  a  third  of  it  is  exported,  and  in  an 
emergency,  an  extra  five  million  acres  of 
land  could  be  put  to  use  next  year.  It  is 
not  likely  that  anybody  now  living  will  go 
hungry  for  lack  of  food.  And  with  the 
abundant  supply,  food  costs  in  this 
country  (on  the  basis  of  average  income) 
are  the  least  of  any  place  on  the  globe, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  Australia 
and  New  Zealand. 

This  has  come  about  through  a  steadily 
increased  efficiency  on  the  part  of 
American  farmers.  Analysis  shows  three 
main  factors  involved  here:  (1)  research 
which  has  improved  the  genetic 
performance  of  plants  and  animals;  (2) 
research  in  chemicals  which  has 
provided  efficient  controls  for  weeds  and 
insects;  and  (3)  the  improvement  and 
increased  use  of  machinery. 


Elden  Groves 
money  as  anything  done  by  the  church 
recently. 

We  HAVE  family  farms  today.  From  a 
statistical  standpoint,  there  is  actually  a 
higher  percentage  of  family  farms  today 
than  was  true  in  1950. 

The  reason,  to  me,  is  quite  simple.  The 
margin  between  costs  and  crop  returns  is 
so  slim  that  there  is  no  room  for  union 
hours,  pensions,  sick  benefits,  coffee 
breaks  and  all  the  other  accoutrements 
of  modem  employment  for  factory 
workers  and  professional  people. 

The  NUMBER  of  farms  declines  each 
year,  the  logical  result  of  each  worker 
accomplishing  more.  But  the  percentage 
of  family  farms  —  farms  where  the 
family  supplies  managment,  capital  and 
most  of  the  labor  —  remains  about  the 
same.  The  risks  are  greater,  with  the 
extra  capital  involved,  but  the  idea  that 
today’s  farmer  is  somehow  a  captive 
slave  of  agri-business  interests  is  largely 
a  myth. 

It  seems  to  me  there  is  an  element  of 
nostalgia  in  this  “forum-45”  bulletin.  The 
old  self-sufficient  family  farm  was  a 
great  place  for  starting  families.  It  was  a 
good  life,  in  retrospect.  But  it  is  a  part  of 
the  past. 

And  aren’t  we  neglecting  other 
segments  of  society?  The  neighborhood 
grocery  has  almost  disappeared.  Don’t 
we  need  an  $80,000  project  (with  booklets 
and  literature  available  to  the  churches) 
about  saving  the  neighborhood  grocer? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


There  are  other  misconceptions  —  in 
addition  to  that  about  total  supply  of  food 
—  which  seem  to  pester  our  church 
hierarchy.  For  instance,  the  publication 
“e/sa  forum-45  bulletin,”  put  out  with  the 
title,  “The  Family  Farm:  Can  It  Be 
Saved?”  is  about  as  complete  a  waste  of 


“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church.  This  week's  contributor.  Elden 
R.  Groves,  is  a  member  of  the  Salem 
UMC  in  Salem,  Ohio  ( East  Ohio  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  “Here  I  Stand," 
TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076.  Dallas. 
Texas  75222. 


Zimbabwe-Rhodesia  coverage  lauded 


To  the  Editor: 

TM/UMR’s  coverage  of  the  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  elections  was  outstanding.  The 
interview  with  Bishop  Muzorewa 
provided  an  excellent  background  for  the 
other  information  reported  and  views 
expressed.  And,  as  always,  your  editorial 
on  this  issue  was  balanced  and 
appropriate.  Wayne  A.  Robinson 
Pasadena,  California 

Important  reporting 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  recent  news 
coverage  of  persons  and  events  in 
Zimbabwe.  I  don’t  find  your  reporting  in 
other  places  and  feel  I  would  be  lacking 
without  your  important  work. 

David  Weible 
Topeka,  Kansas 

UMC  has  opportunity 

To  the  Editor: 

The  overwhelming  election  of  Bishop 
Muzorewa,  a  Scarritt  alumnus,  as  prime 
minister  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia 
(TM/UMR,  April  27)  gives  our  United 
Methodist  Church  an  enormous  and 
unparalleled  opportunity  to  speak  out  in 
support  of  a  distinguished  United 
Methodist  bishop  and  the  great  cause  he 
is  leading!  He  richly  deserves  the 
prayers  and  support  of  the  United  States 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Best  wishes  for  the  Reporter’s 
continued  success.  United  Methodists 
everywhere  are  deeply  indebted  to  you 
for  the  superb  job  you  are  doing  for  our 
church  through  this  publication. 

Chauncey  W.  Lever 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Long  overdue  reports 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  the  reports  of 
Associate  Editor  Bud  Herron  from 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  as  well  as  all  the 
articles  of  the  May  11  Reporter.  I  think 
that  some  such  report  is  long  overdue, 
especially  in  view  of  the  evident 
sympathy  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Women’s  Division  for 
the  guerrilla  group  which  espoused 
greater  bloodshed  and  opposed  Bishop 
Muzorewa . 

Where  have  our  bishops  been  when  he 
needed  their  support?  With  the  exception 
of  Bishop  James  Thomas  and  possibly  a 
few  others,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  strong 
support  and  they  have  evidently  allowed 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  speak 
for  the  whole  church.  I  assume  this  is  the 
reason  so  many  United  Methodists  are 
increasingly  for  designated  giving 
outside  of  the  local  church,  and  I  think 
Mr.  Alec  Chiganguza’s  comments  will 
certainly  increase  this  feeling. 

Harry  Himes 

North  Attleboro,  Massachusetts 

Editorial  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  you  to  know  I  appreciate  your 
May  11  editorial  entitled  “Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  deserves  a  chance.” 

We  know  Bishop  Muzorewa’s 
background  —  where  he  comes  from. 
American  United  Methodists  should 
indeed  lend  support  to  his  wonderful 
leadership  in  the  denomination  as  well  as 
in  his  native  country.  FloydH.  Coffman 
Ottawa.  Kansas 

How  can  we  do  less? 

To  the  Editor : 

Thank  you  for  your  May  11  editorial 
“Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  deserves  a 
chance.” 

I’ve  waited  a  long  time  for  you  to 
suggest  that  United  Methodists  give  the 
new  government  an  opportunity  to  prove 
itself.  How  can  we  do  less? 


Surely  our  Bishop  Muzorewa  deserves 
our  moral  support  during  these  trying 
times. 

Now  if  someone  could  just  prevail  on 
the  directors  of  the  United  Methodist  Wo¬ 
men  to  do  the  same! 

Martha  R.  Montgomery 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

We’re  called  to  ‘give  hope’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Bravo  for  taking  the  editorial  position 
to  give  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  a  chance 
•  (TM/UMR,  May  ID!  Bud  Herron  caught 
the  spirit  of  the  people  in  a  very  real  way. 

Dr.  Bivens  has  a  right  to  be 
“uncomfortable”  with  what  he  sees  as 
growing  relationships  between 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  and  South  Africa. 
How  is  he  seeking  to  help  the  situation? 
Those  of  us  in  the  grain  states  have  been 
unaware  of  the  implications  of  economic 
sanctions  for  our  markets. 

Prior  to  sanctions,  nearly  60  percent  of 
the  wheat  needs  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia 
were  imported.  Now  through  advanced 
technology  and  research,  that  nation 
produces  sufficient  quantities  for  her 
own  needs  and  exports  the  surplus  to 
South  Africa. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  is  a  moderate  trying 
to  find  a  moderate  solution  to  the 
problem  there.  He  has  his  limitations. 
But  during  the  three  weeks  that  I  spent  in 
his  country  in  the  summer  of  1978,  I  felt 
and  heard  expressions  of  love  for  him 
from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Rather  than  condemning,  we  should 
work  with  them.  The  conflict  has  taken  a 
heavy  toll  on  churches  and  people  alike. 
“Thank  you  for  daring  to  come,”  a 
mother  in  a  security  compound  told  me. 
“By  your  presence  you  give  us  hope  for 
the  future.” 

Certainly  the  stance  of  many  of  our 
church  leaders  does  little  to  “give  hope” 
to  those  seeking  a  peaceful  transition  to 
majority  rule.  It  should  be  obvious  to  all 
that  the  external  radical  element 
opposing  Bishop  Muzorewa  will  only  be 
content  with  a  radical  solution. 

Ray  Wagner 
Fargo.North  Dakota 

‘Forgive’  UM  leaders 

To  the  Editor: 

May  God  forgive  the  United  Methodist 
Church  leaders’  evil  report  on  the 
“internal  settlement"  in  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  as  reported  in  your  May  11 
issue  under  the  headline  “Will  peace 
come?” 

The  several  American  United 
Methodist  leaders  quoted  remind  me  of 
the  story  of  the  spies  in  the  Promised 
Land  found  in  Numbers  13  and  14.  The 
Bible  says  12  spies  were  sent  into  the 
Promised  Land  and  10  of  these  brought 
back  an  evil  report  and  two  brought  back 
a  good  report.  All  the  spies  saw  the  same 
thing  from  a  natural  standpoint,  but  only 
two  —  Joshua’s  and  Caleb’s  report  — 
were  considered  good  because  it  did  not 
contain  words  of  doubt. 

The  Bible  teaches  that  DOUBT  words 
are  EVIL.  Praise  the  Lord  that  there  is 
one  United  Methodist  leader  —  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa  —  who  like  Joshua  and 
Caleb,  can  say.  “Let  us  go  up  at  once  and 
possess  it;  for  we  are  well  able  to 
overcome  it”  (Numbers  13:30). 

Henry  J.  Bonorden 
Heame,  Texas 

‘Easter  Declaration’ 
should  not  be  dodged 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  issue  of  April  27  you  reported 
on  “Lay  group  calls  for  mission  reform.” 
In  the  article,  you  noted  that  this  “Easter 
Declaration”  was  unsigned,  but  that  you 
were  able  to  talk  with  the  chairman  of 


the  group,  Robert  Clark,  as  well  as 
another  member,  Dr.  Burkman. 

In  you  May  4  issue,  you  ran  an  editorial 
headlined  “Anonymity  undermines 
credibility  of  ‘Ad  Hoc  Lay  Study’ 
document.”  It  seems  to  me  that  what  was 
anonymous  is,  at  least  to  a  degree,  not 
anonymous  now.  If  individuals  who 
express  their  convictions  mean  anything 
•  to  you,  then  you  have  a  responsibility  to 
deal  with  the  issues  which  they  have 
claimed. 

What  are  you  really  after  in  this 
matter?  Is  there  some  particular 
individual  that  you  want  to  smoke  out  of 
the  woods?  Are  you  running  for  shelter 
from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries? 
Maybe  you  are  running  for  General 
Conference,  is  that  it?  Or,  since  you  have 
exposed  Robert  Clark  and  Dr.  Burkman, 
will  you  “bite  the  bullet”  and  deal  with 
the  document  that  you  have  attached  to 
their  names  through  your  editorials? 

From  where  I  stand,  at  this  point  in 
history,  Robert  Clark  and  Dr.  Burkman 
are  honest,  respectable  and  faithful 
United  Methodists  who  are  not  running 
or  hiding  from  anything.  As  to  the  ethics 
and  respect  of  the  paper  that  published 
their  names,  but  dodges  the  matter  of 
dealing  with  the  issues  of  the  document, 
we  will  have  to  wait  to  see. 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Busby 

Plainview,  Texas 

Paper’s  substance  more 
important  than  source 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  of  May  4. 
I,  too,  received  a  copy  of  the  “Ad  Hoc 
Lay  Study  Committee  for  General 
Conference,  An  Easter  Declaration,” 
anonymously  (see  TM/UMR,  April  27).  I 
agree  with  you  that  any  material  sent 
anonymously  casts  suspicion  on  those 


responsible  for  sending  it  and  one 
wonders  at  their  motives. 

But  I  carefully  read  it  and  before  I 
finished  I  had  other  reasons  for  wanting 
to  know  the  authors  and  I  regretted,  even 
more,  their  anonymity.  This  group  was 
saying  what  needs  to  be  said,  and  in  spite 
of  not  agreeing  with  their  cloak  of 
secrecy,  I  concurred  with  what  they  said. 
Something  has  to  be  done  at  our  General 
Conference  in  1980  to  correct  what  is 
happening  in  our  denomination.  The 
people  who  wrote  the  Easier  Declaration 
are  are  on  the  right  track  and  I  decided  I 
valued  the  contents  of  the  material  more 
than  I  did  knowing  who  compiled  it. 

For  too  long,  we  laymen  have  rubber- 
stamped  our  approval  of  everything 
presented  to  us.  We  have  defaulted  to  our 
general  boards  by  not  investigating  for 
ourselves  as  to  what  has  been  happening. 
If  we  do  investigate,  we  are  often 
heartsick.  Perhaps  the  million  people 
who  have  left  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  last  ten  years  were  among 
those  who  dug  out  the  facts;  realizing 
they  were  confronted  with  an  almost 
insurmountable  battle,  they  decided  to 
“switch  rather  than  fight.” 

If  the  people  who  are  responsible  for 
this  material  decide  to  let  themselves  be 
known,  I  believe  there  are  many  who  will 
want  to  lend  their  support  I,  for  one, 
would  like  to  thank  them  for  undertaking 
a  difficult  task.  This  must  be  done  at  our 
General  Conference  if  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  to  be  a  Christ-loving,  soul¬ 
saving  denomination. 

Thank  you  for  what  you  are  doing  in 
TM/UMR.  Your  objective  reporting  and 
editorials  have  done  a  great  deal  in 
keeping  me  informed  and  I  want  you  to 
know  I  appreciate  it. 


E.  K.  Jones 
Amarillo,  Texas 


Help  Them  Catch  Up. 

Iban  children  In  Sarawak  have  a  long  way  to  go  to  catch  up  with 
the  world.  Their  parents  have  grown  up  in  the  lungle  isolation  of 
the  Island  of  Borneo,  but  this  generation  must  become  educated 
if  the  Ibans  are  to  take  their  rightful  place  in  the  affairs  of  the 
youthful  Malaysia  federation. 

Most  Iban  families  cannot  afford  the  school  and  hostel  fees  of 
$25  a  month  for  a  child  s  secondary  education.  Needy  Iban  children. 
.....  Including  Methodist  pastors' sons  and  daughters. 

could  not  attend  high  school  without  World 
Division  scholarships. 


Your  gift  today  will  brighten  their  tomorrows. 

006073-2  R-B 


AtMNCt 

Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to: 
World  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr. 
New  Yorn  N.  10027 
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PITTSBURGH  —  Counselor  Colleen  Hannaken.  left,  gets  a  hug  for  helping 
retarded  adults  previously  labeled  ‘unemployable’  discover  they  can  work  at 
the  Power  Plus  Products  workshop  here  at  Immanuel  United  Methodist 

Church.  BILL  METZGER  PHOTO 

Yes,  it  can  be  done! 


China  program  considered 

Experts  look  at  future  of  church  in  new  China 


JUNE  I. 

the  church 
today 

UM  mission  school 
names  Indian  principal 
FARMINGTON,  N.M.  -  Karen  Dixon 
Bates  has  been  appointed  principal  of 
Navajo  United  Methodist  Mission  School, 
according  to  an  announcement  by 
Superintendent  Hector  Navas.  Ms.  Bates 
received  her  high  school  diploma  from 
the  school  in  1970,  taught  there  three 
years  and  is  the  first  Navajo  in  its  eighty- 
eight  year  history  to  serve  as  principal, 
Mr.  Navas  added.  The  appointment  will 
be  effective  August  first. 

“We  are  very  pleased  that  Ms.  Bates 
has  accepted  this  position,”  said  Navas, 
“because  it  enables  us  to  fulfill  the 
commitment  to  Navajo  empowerment 
and  self-determination  which  is  at  the 
heart  of  the  United  Methodist  under¬ 
standing  of  mission.” 

Ms.  Bates,  a  United  Methodist,  has 
lived  most  of  her  life  in  San  Juan  County, 
New  Mexico.  She  will  complete  require¬ 
ments  for  hthe  Master’s  degree  in  school 
administration  from  New  Mexico  State 
University  this  summer. 

North  Carolina  divorce 
bill  defeated 

RALEIGH  —  The  North  Carolina 
House  of  Representatives  meeting  here 
May  17  turned  down  a  bill  to  reduce  the 
waiting  period  before  divorce  from  12 
months  to  six  months.  The  bill  had 
passed  the  Senate  and  gone  through  two 
readings  in  the  House  when  church 
leaders  in  the  state,  including  Uniied 
Methodist  Bishops  Robert  M.  Blackburn, 
Raleigh,  and  L.  Scott  Allen,  Charlotte, 
mounted  an  intensive  opposition  to  the 
bill.  The  bill’s  defeat  has  been  credited  to 
the  church  leaders’  opposition. 

Pensions  board  exempt 
from  unemployment  act 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  -  In  a  ruling 
which  it  is  believed  could  have  far- 
reaching  significance  for  religious 
bodies,  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Pensions  has  been  declared 
exempt  from  the  Illinois  Unemployment 
Insurance  Act. 

The  decision  handed  down  May  9 
“legally  determines  that  the  board  is  a 
part  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
comes  within  the  exemption  as  a  church 
under  Illinois  statutes,”  said  Gerald  K. 
Homung,  general  secretary  of  the 
agency. 

The  board  voted  in  August  1978  to 
contest  an  interpretation  of  the  Illinois 
Unemployment  Compensation  Act  that 
would  have  required  payment  of 
unemployment  compensation  tax  back  to 
1974,  plus  penalties.  The  issue  arose 
,WH6riKa  former  employee  of  the  board 
sought  to  receive  unemployment 
compensation  and  was  told  she  was 
ineligible  because  the  board  did  not  pay 
such  tax. 

National  youth  meeting 
program  set 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMC)  -  “God’s 
People:  an  Everlasting  Rainbow"  will  be 
the  theme  of  the  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization’s  (NYMO)  biennial 
convocation  here  Aug.  6-11  on  the 
campus  of  United  Methodist-related 
Dillard  University,  a  predominantly 
black  institution. 

The  week-long  event  is  expected  to 
attract  approximately  500  persons,  219  of 
them  official  delegates  from  the 
denomination’s  73  annual  conferences. 

Highlights  of  the  week’s  agenda 
include  a  multi-media  presentation 
which  will  officially  kick  off  the 
convocation,  an  opening  worship  service 
led  by  Louisiana  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  a  preview  of  films  related  to 
the  NYMO  “family”  priority,  a  cruise 
aboard  the  steamboat  "Natchez,”  and  a 
disco  and  square  dance.  Other  events 
will  include  an  “ethnic  experience” 
complete  with  foodfest  and  worship 
service,  and  a  service  of  Holy 
Communion  led  by  Detroit  Area  Bishop 
Edsel  Ammons. 

Mississippi  bishop  reconsiders; 
refuses  to  meet 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
ABERDEEN,  S.D.  —  After  reconsider¬ 
ing  a  request  to  meet  with  an  investi¬ 
gative  committee  of  the  church’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Area  Bishop  Mack  Stokes  has  again 
refused. 

Bishop  Stokes  informed  commission 
president,  Bishop  James  Armstrong,  of 
the  Dakotas  Area,  of  the  decision  which 
he  said  was  made  in  consultation  with  the 
Mississippi  conference  cabinet  and 
the  executive  committee  of  the  board  of 
ordained  ministry.  The  bishop  has 
maintained  that  the  charges  brought 
by  a  Mississippi  pastor  —  the  Rev.  Karl 
Mertz  —  have  “nothing  to  do  with  race” 
but  involve  responsible  appointment¬ 
making  —  an  area  in  which  he  maintains 
the  commission  has  no  business. 

Bishop  Armstrong  told  TM/UMR  there 
is  nothing  more  the  commission  can  do 
within  the  mandates  of  the  “Discipline.” 
He  said  the  commission  has  not  "backed 
off”  but  has  been  “turned  away." 

He  said  the  commission  has  no  desire 
;  to  interfere  with  the  authority  of  a  bishop 
or  the  appointment-making  process,  but 
has  responsibility  to  monitor  possible 
discrimination  in  the  church. 

Dr.  Mertz  appealed  to  the  commission 
that  he  was  removed  from  his  appoint- 
^  ment  after  he  preached  a  sermon  against 
segregation.  He  was  subsequently  put  on 
a  mandatory  “leave  of  absence”  by  the 
!  bishop  last  Oct.  1. 

Dr.  Mertz  is  scheduled  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  Mississippi  conference  board  of 
ordained  ministry  June  11. 


PITTSBURGH  -  Power  Plus 
Products  workshop  is  one  year  old 
and  proving  wrong  those  who  said  “it 
couldn’t  be  done.” 

The  workshop  in  which  severely 
retarded  adults  assemble  and  market 
electronic  components  for  a  model 
railroading  circuit  is  a  project  of 
Immanuel  United  Methodist  Church 
here.  The  electronic  part  was 
invented  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
David  Allcom,  according  to  a  report 
in  the  Western  Pennsylvania  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

The  over-all  project,  which  is  labeled 
Project  Recall-Opportunity  Program 
(PROP),  employs  19  persons  who 
range  in  age  from  24  to  56.  Thirteen  of 
these  adults  had  been  in  institutions 
an  average  of  23  years. 

The  project  utilizes  a  technique 
developed  by  Dr.  Marc  Gold  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  to  train  clients 
thought  “unemployable.”  The  Gold 
training  technique  takes  jobs  and 
reduces  them  to  the  simplest  steps. 
Trainees  are  first  tested  and  assigned 
a  task.  Then  the  trainees  progress  at 
their  own  speed  to  another  task  of 
slightly  more  complexity. 

Trainees  who  participated  in  a  pilot 
project  were  taken  from  structured 
play  activity  and,  for  the  first  time, 
began  to  work.  The  goal  of  the  eight 
week  training  was  to  have  these 


CHICAGO  (UMC)  -  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  does  not  have  “either  the 
authority  or  the  duty  ...  to  file  an  answer 
or  to  otherwise  plead  ..."  in  court  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  denomination,  the  church's 
Judicial  Council  ruled  here  May  25. 

The  decision  is  expected  to  have  sig¬ 
nificant  impact  in  a  multi-million  dollar 
string  of  lawsuits  growing  out  of  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  Pacific  Homes  retire¬ 
ment  network  in  three  western  states. 
Various  of  the  suits  name  the  denom¬ 
ination.  GCFA,  the  Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference,  and  a  variety  of 
other  agencies  and  individuals. 

In  its  44-word  opinion,  the  church's 
"Supreme  Court"  said : 

“Paragraph  907.4  of  the  1976 
‘Discipline’  (the  church’s  book  of  law) 
does  not  delegate  to  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  either  the 
authority  or  the  duty  to  sue,  or  to  file  an 
answer  or  to  otherwise  plead,  on  behalf 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  as  a  de¬ 
nomination." 


persons  progress  to  a  point  where 
they  could  work  eight-hour  days,  five 
days  a  week.  And,  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives,  the  trainees  would  receive 
pay  for  work  accomplished. 

The  pilot  program  worked,  and  the 
Power  Plus  Products  Workshop  was 
activated.  Financial  backing  came 
from  the  Immanuel  congregation  and 
several  other  UM  churches  across 
western  Pennsylvania.  Many  contri¬ 
butions  were  sent  through  the  confer¬ 
ence  Advance  Special  program. 

How  has  Project  Recall- 
Opportunity  Program  affected  its 
participants?  At  least  one  person  who 
was  institutionalized  at  six  years  of 
age  is  now  beginning  to  form  a  more 
independent  lifestyle  than  previously 
thought  possible,  according  to  a 
PROP  spokesperson. 

The  project  got  a  shot  in  the  arm 
last  month  when  it  signed  an 
agreement  with  the  Marcy  State 
Hospital  to  provide  vocational 
training  for  retarded  citizens.  The 
aim  of  the  program  is  to  place 
retarded  people  in  the  community. 

Staff  counselors  are  mental  health 
specialists  and  all  but  one  have 
degrees  in  psychology.  The  other 
counselor  is  Mr.  Allcom,  PROP 
business  manager,  who  is  working 
toward  his  preaching  license.  He  is 
assistant  pastor  at  Immanuel. 


The  vote  by  which  the  decision  was 
adopted  was  not  announced.  Eight  of  the 
nine  Judicial  Council  members  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  special  session  called  to 
consider  this  one  issue. 

Because  of  the  brevity  of  the  meeting, 
the  “high  court”  did  not  release  here  the 
customary  analysis  supporting  the  deci¬ 
sion.  Tom  Matheny,  Hammond.  La.. 
Judicial  Council  president,  said  this  ma¬ 
terial  would  be  made  public  as  soon  as 
final  editing  could  be  completed. 

Samuel  W.  Witwer  Sr.,  chief  legal 
counsel  for  GCFA,  said  the  decision  is 
“quite  consistent  with  the  claims  we 
have  been  making”  that  United  Meth¬ 
odism  as  a  denomination  is  not  a  suable 
entity. 

Mr.  Witwer  said  the  lawsuits  totaling 
more  than  $500  million  “will  continue  to 
be  defended  by  units  (such  as  GCFA) 
that  have  been  sued  in  their  own  name" 
as  well  as  in  the  name  of  individuals  on 
whom  legal  service  has  been  attempted 
on  the  grounds  they  represented  the  de¬ 
nomination.  ( See  story  this  page. ) 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  What  should  the 
“China  program”  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  look  like? 

That’s  a  question  United  Methodists 
have  had  little  cause  to  ask  during  the 
past  30  years  —  a  period  when  the  doors 
of  China  have  been  closed  to  the  West  and 
when  contact  between  American  and 
Chinese  Christians  has  been  minimal  at 
best. 

But  with  the  death  of  Mao  Tse-tung  and 
the  recent  establishment  of  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  People’s  Republic 
of  China  and  the  United  States,  it  has 
become  a  question  which  United 
Methodist  mission  officials  have  felt 
must  be  answered. 

The  first  step  in  a  long  process  of 
designing  such  a  program  was  taken  last 
week  as  about  40  Christian  “China 
experts”  from  across  the  nation 
gathered  here  to  sort  out  the 
alternatives.  The  gathering  included 
former  China  missionaries,  seminary 
professors,  mission  officials,  and  a 
number  of  persons  who  have  recently, 
returned  from  visits  to  mainland  China. 

After  four  days  of  intensive  discussion 
and  debate,  no  easy  answers  emerged, 
but  some  basic  “ground  rules”  were 
recommended  which  —  if  eventually 
accepted  by  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  —  could  set  the  direction  of  the 
denomination’s  mission  relations  with  a 
quarter  of  the  world’s  population  for  the 
next  decade. 

Four  “working  papers"  —  which 
participants  stressed  are  “not  set  in 
concrete”  and  are  “by  no  means  in  final 
form  at  this  point”  —  were  produced  on: 
(1)  the  theological  basis  for  a  China 
program;  (2)  learning  from  and  teaching 
about  China;  (3)  possible  “scenarios” 
for  a  China  program;  and  (4)  the  issue  of 
Taiwan. 

The  papers  cautiously  left  the  door 
open  to  the  possibility  that  church 
personnel  of  some  type  may  eventually 
become  one  of  the  acceptable  ways  — 
from  both  Chinese  and  American 
perspectives  —  of  assisting  the  mission 
of  the  church  in  China.  The  idea  of  a 
“fifth  great  invasion”  of  China  by 
American  missionaries,  however,  was 
dismissed  as  both  impossible  and 
undesirable. 

While  consensus  was  reached  on  few 
points,  most  participants  seemed  to 


AUSTIN,  Texas  (RNS)  —  Two  national 
agencies  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  told  an  all-black  local  search 
committee  here  that  it  cannot  hire  a 
white  man  to  run  a  black  community 
development  program. 

The  Austin  search  committee  said  that 
it  had  chosen  the  Rev.  Charles  Grose, 
who  is  white,  because  “he  was  the  best 
qualified  of  some  75  applicants  for  the 
position." 

United  Methodist  community 
development  programs  work  with 
residents  of  ethnic  neighborhoods  to 
foster  pride,  promote  unity  among 
groups,  and  give  people  greater  access  to 
such  vital  needs  as  food,  clothing,  and 
health  care. 

The  policy  committee  of  the 
denomination’s  Black  Community 
Developers  program  and  the  church’s 
National  Division  stressed  in  vetoing  the 
nomination  that  they  fund  only  black 
developers  to  work  in  black 
communities. 

While  both  groups  then  canceled  a 
proposed  $5,000  grant  to  the  Austin 
program,  they  recommended  it  to  the 
National  Division’s  Office  of  Urban 
Ministries  for  support. 

J.  L.  Hudson,  a  member  of  the  search 
committee  that  selected  Mr.  Grose,  said 
he  was  surprised  at  the  decision  not  to 
fund  the  program.  He  told  NEWSCOPE, 
the  national  weekly  United  Methodist 
newsletter  that  according  to  the  church’s 
Discipline,  “we  are  not  supposed  to 
discriminate  based  on  race,  creed  or 
color." 

Listing  Mr.  Grose’s  qualifications  for 
the  job,  Mr.  Hudson  noted  that  the  white 
minister  had  taught  for  10  years  in 
predominantly  black  Huston-Tillotson 
College,  had  served  as  associate  pastor 
in  a  black  church,  and  was  the  only  Anglo 
member  of  the  denomination’s  former 
West  Texas  Conference. 

Louis  T.  Hodge  of  the  National 
Division,  who  compared  the  situation  to 
the  Bakke  case,  said,  “I  think  this  is 
unfortunate  because  it  tends  to  distort 
our  efforts  to  enable  minorities  to  be  in 


agree  that  the  UMC’s  future  China 
program  should  rest  on  assumptions 
that:  (1)  there  is  already  a  Christian 
church  in  China;  (2)  Chinese  Christians 
are  capable  of  setting  the  direction  of 
their  church  without  American 
interference;  (3)  American  church  work 
relating  to  China  should  be  ecumenical 
and  basically  through  the  initiatives  of 
the  Chinese  church.  (At  the  same  time, 
however,  it  was  warned  that  the  Amer¬ 
ican  church  should  not  operate  out  of 
a  paternalistic  desire  io  “protect”  the 
Chinese  church.  “We  should  not  be  hesi¬ 
tant  to  suggest  and  give  the  Chinese  a 
chance  to  say  yes  or  no,”  one  partici¬ 
pant  said.) 

The  individual  subject  papers  made 
the  following  comments : 

•  Theological  basis  for  a  China 

program  —  “Christian  faith  affirms  a 
God  who  loves  His  entire  creation  and 
seeks  to  gather  it  finally  into  unity  in  ' 
Jesus  Christ  (Eph.  1:10);  a  God  who 
shares  in  the  suffering  of  individuals  and 
communities;  a  God,  incarnate  in  Christ, 
who  is  working  in  history  to  offer  fullness 
of  life  for  all  persons  and  human 
societies.”  The  paper  states  that  during 
the  past  30  years,  China  has  “broken  free 
from  the  exploitative  grip  of  its  own 
feudal  history  and  foreign  colonialism” 
—  though  the  cost  of  this  change  “has 
been  high.”  The  paper  says:  .  .  we 

believe  that  God  has  not  been  separate 
and  apart  from  events  that  are  producing 

a  new  China.” 

The  paper  goes  on  to  point  out  places 
where  “Marx-Lenin-Maoism”  and 
Christianity  hold  common  values,  such 
as  in  the  call  for  equality  and  justice.  It 
states,  however,  the  Christian 
perspective  differs  from  Marx-Lenin- 
Maoism  in  that  “as  created  beings, 
persons  can  only  be  understood,  in  the 
Christian  view,  in  relation  to  God.”  The 
concept  of  salvation  is  also  contrasted, 
pointing  out  that  Marxists  turn  to  “better 
social  relations”  as  the  answer,  while 
Christians  turn  to  the  grace  and 
forgiveness  of  God. 

The  paper  calls  for  American 
Christians  to  learn  “restraint  of 
aggressive  activism  and  premature 
‘problem-solving’  in  favor  of  patient 
watching  and  waiting,  listening  and 
learning,  trusting  our  friends  in  China 
and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

•  Learning  from  and  teaching  about 
China  —  This  paper  encourages  the 


mission  where  they  are.” 

Mr.  Grose  has  indicated  he  would 
withdraw  from  the  post  in  order  to 
prevent  termination  of  the  program  But 
the  East  Austin  Community 
Development  program,  which  also 
receives  support  from  an  ecumenical 
council  and  the  United  Methodist  Austin 
District,  hopes  to  secure  additional  funds 
from  other  sources. 

World  Methodist 
leader  backs 
Bishop  Muzorewa 

ATLANTA  (RNS)  -  Alan  Walker, 
director  of  evangelism  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  has  called  for 
international  support  for  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa.  newly-elected  Prime 
Minister  of  Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. 

“The  Muzorewa -Smith  settlement  is 
not  fully  satisfactory  but  is  a  long  step 
forward,”  the  Australian  evangelist  said 
at  a  stop  here  during  a  preaching  tour  in 
this  country. 

The  Methodist  leader  also  said,  “The 
United  States  and  Britain  should  lift 
sanctions  and  recognize  the  new 
government.” 

A  U.S.  Senate  resolution  adopted  May 
16  recommended  lifting  sanctions 
against  South  Africa. 

Dr.  Walker’s  defense  of  Bishop 
Muzorewa  conflicts  with  statements  by 
some  United  States  Methodists,  among 
them  the  executive  committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  The  committee  has  called  for 
retention  of  the  trade  sanctions. 

The  evangelist  said  the  election  of  the 
United  Methodist  Bishop  “gives  the  hope 
of  evolutionary  change.  The  alternative 
is  violence  and  revolution  which  would 
sow  a  harvest  of  bitterness  and  hatred 
which  would  curse  Zimbabwe  for  a 
hundred  years.” 

Dr.  Walker  said  a  successful  solution  in 
Rhodesia  “would  have  an  enormous 
influence  on  neighboring  South  Africa.” 
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continued  study  of  China  by  members  of 
the  UMC.  It  calls  for  American  United 
Methodists  to  listen  to  the  Chinese 
church  and  to  be  willing  to  learn  from 
China  as  it  attempts  to  teach  about 
China. 

The  paper  raises  the  question:  “Are  we 
prepared  to  interpret  to  our  churches 
that  we  may  not  send  missionaries  to 
China  in  the  foreseeable  future?  That  our 
‘mission’  today  is  working  toward 
‘friendship  and  mutual  understanding’?” 

•  Scenarios  for  China  program  — 
Listing  numerous  objectives  for 
education,  exchanges,  cooperation  and 
assistance  with  China,  the  paper  goes  on 
to  outline  what  was  described  as  a 
“dream”  structure  for  the  China 
program. 

The  structure  would  include:  (1)  a 
committee  on  China,  connected  to  the 
mission  board’s  World  Division;  (2)  a 
China  office  with  one  or  two  staff 
members  at  the  Church  Center  for  the 
United  Nations  in  New  York;  (3)  a  Hong 
Kong  office;  (4)  an  office  with  a  single 
staff  person  in  Peking;  and  (5)  a  corps  of 
volunteers  to  help  with  church  member 
education. 

•  The  issue  of  Taiwan  —  This  paper 
reaffirms  the  position  passed  several 
months  ago  by  the  denomination’s 
mission  board.  It  supports  the  concept  of 
“one  China”  but  leaves  the  details  of  how 
that  can  be  accomplished  to  the  “Chinese 
people  themselves .  ’  ’ 

It  goes  on  to  state:  “As  Christians  in 
Taiwan  seek  contacts  and  relations  witlj 
other  Christians  in  Asia  and  the  West,  we 
stand  ready  to  assist  as  needed, 
recognizing  the  mutual  need  to  learn 
from  each  other.” 

California 
court  rejects 
UMC  appeal 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  -  An  appeal  to 
review  whether  the  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  denomination  should  be  a 
defendant  in  a  multi-million  dollar  class 
action  suit  has  been  rejected  by  the 
California  Supreme  Court. 

The  decision  in  the  case  growing  out  of 
the  Pacific  Homes  bankruptcy  was 
reached  May  17,  according  to  word 
received  May  21  by  denominational 
officials.  The  action  had  been  reported 
May  19  in  California  news  media. 

The  decision  was  revealed  in  a  letter 
sent  by  the  state  high  court  to  attorneys 
for  the  plaintiffs  returning  a  brief  with 
the  notation  it  would  not  be  needed  since 
the  request  for  a  hearing  was  being 
denied.  Samuel  W.  Witwer  Sr.,  chief 
counsel  for  denominational  units 
involved  in  one  or  another  of  the  suits 
arising  from  the  retirement  network’s 
financial  woes,  received  a  copy  of  the 
letter. 

Mt.  Witwer  declined  to  comment  on  the 
action  pending  receipt  of  the  order 
rejecting  the  hearing  other  than  to  say 
next  steps  would  now  be  considered. 

Most  probable  move  is  to  ask  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  to  intervene  on  a  writ  of 
certiorari  in  which  the  proceedings  up  to 
now  would  be  reviewed.  If  this  is  denied 
the  case  may  come  to  trial  at  some  future 
time. 

In  October  1978  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
declined  to  intervene  at  that  time  in 
another  phase  of  the  class  action  suit. 

The  California  Supreme  Court  had 
been  asked  earlier  this  spring  to  review  a 
decision  by  a  state  Court  of  Appeal 
overturning  a  1978  ruling  by  a  lower 
court  dismissing  the  denomination  from 
the  class  action  suit.  The  case  has  been  in 
the  courts  since  September  1977. 

Apparently  rejected  by  the  state  high 
court  were  bids  by  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  and  a  committee 
representing  several  Baptist  conventions 
in  the  nation  to  intervene  as  a  “friend  of 
the  court”  on  behalf  of  United 
Methodism. 

Pacific  Homes  in  February  1977  filed 
for  reorganization  under  federal 
bankruptcy  statutes.  At  that  time  the 
operation  had  been  related  to  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference,  and 
predecessor  bodies,  for  some  65  years. 

The  homes  now  are  operating  under  a 
court-appointed  administrator. 

Classified 

DIRECTOR  —  United  Campus  Ministry,  UNM, 
Albuquerque.  N.M.  Sponsored  by  UM.  Disciples, 
Presbyterian  and  UCC  Salary  and  housing  range  — ‘ 
$17,000  Contact  Rev  Art  Vermillion.  3501  Campus 
Blvd  NE.  Albuquerque.  N.M  87106.  Submit  resume 
by  June  30. 


POSITION  WANTED:  By  experienced  man,  capable 
in  administration  of  church  agency,  graduate  school 
and  seminary  teaching  in  parish  ministry  and 
continuing  education  adult  education  and 
leadership  in  various  human  relations  workshops 
and  labs,  church  organizational  development, 
•management  consulting,  leadership  training,  and 
team  building;  and  experimental  research  in 
effective  ministry  Resume  sent  on  request.  Reply  to 
UMR.  Box  221076',  Dallas.  Tex  75222 


FROZEN  OBERLIN  GRADUATE/certified  Director 
of  Music  from  North  wishes  choirs/pipe  organ  in 
N.C..  Tenn  Published  with  Choristers  Guild 
Inquiries  to  TM/UMR,  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tx.  75222 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Full  music  program  Four 
(4>  vocal  and  three  <3>  handbell  choirs  Considered 
2/3  employment  Professional  organist  on  staff 
Fringe  benefits  For  application  and  job  description, 
write  Webster  Hills  UMC.  698  W  Lockwood.  Webster 
Groves.  Mo  63119 

TOUR  ROMANTIC  EUROPE.  John  Wesley  England 
and  attend  Oberammergau  Passion  Play.  15  days, 
beginning  June  24.  1980  Now  is  time  for  early  bird 
discount  Dr  Kenneth  C  Johnston.  Webster  Hills 
UMC,  698  W  Lockwood,  Webster  Groves.  Mo.  63119. 


IDEAL  NEW  YORK  STUDY,  sabbatical,  holiday, 
two  blks  Columbia.  Barnard,  Manhattan  Music, 
Union  Theol.  One  bdrm.  share  bath,  hotplate,  refrig. 
June-August  Safe  Call  212-768-6043.  Nichols.  Rm 
338. 475  Riverside  Dr  .  NYC  10027 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
1450  membership  Requires  experienced  person  who 
desires  to  work  with  all  age  levels.  Challenge  of 
utilizing  new  facility.  Salary  negotiable,  fringe 
benefits  Send  resume  to  First  UMC,  c/o  Mr.  Charles 
Elliott.  P.0  Box  819,  Winter  Park.  Fla  32790 
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People  in  the  news... 

Squirrels  in  the  news? 

While  “Strawbridge"  the  squirrel  may  not  exactly  fit 
into  a  column  called  “People  in  the  News,”  he  has  no 
trouble  being  accepted  by  the  headquarters  staff  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

Here  he  receives  some  “daily  bread"  from  the  hand  of  a 
staff  member  after  he  recently  climbed  through  a  second 
story  window.  He  has  become  quite  a  mascot,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Clarence  Smith,  who  edits  the  Rocky  Mountain 
edition  of  TM/UMR. 

Clergy  bodies  deplorable? 

“Too  many  people  go  into  the  ministry  with  a  deplorable 
body  condition,”  says  Dr.  Kenneth  Cooper,  a  former  Air 
Force  physician  who  developed  aerobic  training 
exercises.  He  charged,  in  a  speech  at  Baptist  Theological 


Seminary  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  that  ministers  don’t 
show  enough  concern  for  their  physical  health  as  they  lead 
others  toward  spiritual  health. 


^  _ _ _ _ _ 7 

Council  rules  GCFA  can’t 
speak  for  church  in  court 


Blacks  told  they  can’t 
hire  white  developer 
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S.  African 
prelate  coy- 
on  boycott 

BOSTON  (RNS)  —  A  noted  church 
leader  from  South  Africa  said  here  that 
blacks  like  himself  would  be  given  prison 
sentences  if  they  were  to  urge  U.S.  firms 
to  divest  their  holdings  in  the  country. 

Anglican  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu, 
general  secretary  of  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches,  asserted  that  “if  I 
say  I  advocate  divestment  by  American 
firms,  that  statement  would  earn  me 
under  our  security  legislation  a 
mandatory  minimum  sentence  of  five 
years  in  prison.  That's  why  people  are 
just  a  little  bit  coy." 

The  47-year-old  prelate  told  his 
audience  at  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
Cathedral  that  Americans  and  U.S.  firms 
have  “a  fundamental  moral  decision  to 
make.  Don’t  pass  the  buck  and  expect  us 
to  make  the  decision  for  you.” 

While  he  stopped  short  of  specifically 
urging  divestment.  Bishop  Tutu  spoke 
against  arguments  that  are  sometimes 
used  to  justify  continued  U.S.  corporate 
operations  in  South  Africa. 

“Some  people  say,  ‘Our  presence 
creates  jobs  and  we  have  used  our 
presence  to  change  the  situation’,"  he 
noted.  “When  blacks  get  cynical  they 
say,  ‘That’s  very  interesting  but  it  looks 
as  if  you’re  benefiting  from  cheap 
labor’.” 

Such  ameliorative  actions.  Bishop 
Tutu  asserted,  constitute  “moving  the 
furniture  around,  not  changing  the 
structure  of  the  building.’’  He  declared: 
“We  don’t  want  our  chains  made 
comfortable,  we  want  our  chains 
removed." 

Asked  about  the  recent  decision  of  the 
Polaroid  Corporation  to  leave  South 
Africa  rather  than  permit  its  photo 
equipment  to  be  used  to  enforce 
apartheid  restrictions,  the  church  leader 
said,  “Maybe  it  is  better  to  have  some 
people  out  of  work  with  the  prospect  that 
in  the  future  we  will  have  a  better  South 
Africa  where  whites  and  blacks  together 
can  hold  up  their  heads  in  pride." 

If  U.S.  firms  want  to  continue  investing 
in  South  Africa,  the  bishop  suggested, 
they  should  demand  that  the  labor  force 
be  housed  as  family  units  near  the  place 
of  work  of  the  breadwinner,  that  black 
labor  be  unionized,  and  that  there  be 
“substantial  investment  in  black 
education”  on  the  part  of  the  firms. 

Bishop  Tutu  said  recent  changes  in 
South  African  labor  laws  to  permit 
blacks  to  form  unions  are  "an  important 
step  forward/*  but  added  that  they  are 
deficient  in  not  forcing  white  unions  to 
accept  blacks  or  in  combatting  the 
discrimination  of  “closed  shop" 
agreements  made  by  white  unions. 

Looking  to  the  future,  the  church 
leader  asserted  that  the  apartheid 
system  “is  evil  and  immoral  and  for  that 
very  reason,  because  we  inhabit  a  moral 
universe,  it  is  doomed  to  failure.” 

Church  blamed 
for  lack  of 
welfare  reform 

ATLANTA  (RNS)  —  A  National 
Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  official  has 
blamed  the  nation’s  religious  community 
for  the  lack  of  welfare  reform  legislation. 

Speaking  at  a:  conference  on  “Welfare 
Reform:  Enough  to  Live  On,”  sponsored 
by  the  Georgia  Interchurch  Association 
here,  Mary  Ellen  Lloyd  said,  “There  has 
not  been  welfare  reform  in  this  country 
because  the  church  community  is  so 
ambivalent  about  its  position  on  the 
need,  or  the  reasons,  or  the  way,  or  the 
theological  basis  for  welfare  reform.” 

The  director  of  the  NCC  Working 
Group  on  Domestic  Hunger  and  Poverty 
stressed  the  need  for  church  groups  to 
study  local  legislation  and  to  lobby 
legislators  specifically  with  regard  to 
bills  related  to  Aid  to  Families  with 
Dependent  Children. 

Mrs.  Lloyd,  the  wife  of  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  said,  “Pastors  are  ordained  to 
preach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  but 
that  doesn’t  have  anything  to  do  with 
welfare  because  (the  pastors)  really 
believe  that  welfare  recipients  are  lazy 
and  just  don’t  want  to  work." 

Mrs.  Lloyd  maintained  that  the 
churches  needed  to  plan  a  joint  strategy 
and  make  “linkages  of  voting  networks 
across  the  country”  in  order  to  promote 
effective  welfare  reform. 

“They  don’t  say  that,”  the  NCC  official 
explained.  “They  just  don’t  come  to 
meetings  or  go  to  the  state  capital  with 
the  poor  people  on  issues.  However,  on 
paper  the  church  makes  wonderful 
pronouncements." 

Mrs.  Lloyd,  whose  initial  social 
involvement  was  with  food  assistance 
programs  in  Philadelphia,  said  that 
“congregation  after  congregation  will 
contribute  to  food  cupboards  and  pack 
Thanksgiving  baskets  and  will  pray  for 
the  poor,  but  will  never  take  the  time  to 
do  the  homework  to  understand  why 
there  are  poor  families  and  why  they 
need  food." 

Like  Mrs.  Lloyd,  State  Senator  Julian 
Bond  also  cited  misconceptions  about 
welfare  recipients.  The  stereotyped 
clients  are,  he  said,  “21-year-old  men 
who  are  as  strong  as  anyone,  who  turned 
down  jobs  by  the  hour,  who  father  a  child 
every  nine  months  and  then  drive  down 
to  the  welfare  office  and  pick  up  a  huge 
check  in  a  big  Cadillac,  cash  it  at  the 
liquor  store,  get  drunk  and  wait  around 
until  another  check  comes  the  next 
month.” 
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Church-labor  unity  eyed 

*  ^  Move  underway  to  renew  ‘strained’  relations 
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Church  expands  facilities  to  employment  education 

CHICAGO  HEIGHTS.  Ill.  —  “Equipping  for  Employment"  is  the  purpose  of  the  new 
adult  basic  education  classes  sponsored  here  by  First  United  Methodist  Church  and 
co-sponsored  by  the  Illinois  Migrant  Council. 

Participants  Benjamin  Gonzales  and  Grace  Miranda,  seated,  are  being  equipped 
with  hats  representing  two  of  the  job  areas  students  may  pursue  after  completing  the 
program.  Placing  the  hats  are,  left,  Majoice  Thomas,  a  teacher,  and,  right,  Lucy 
Wattleworth,  a  church  trustee. 

The  program  is  for  Spanish  speaking  area  residents  and  former  migrant  workers 
seeking  to  be  self-supporting  job-holders  in  the  urban  industrial  area. 
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Proposals  fori  981-84 
modified  by  past  pains 


Ethnic  plan  shaped 

DALLAS  (UMC)  —  Built  on  the  pains 
of  the  past,  the  proposal  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  ethnic  minorities 
will  place  before  the  1980  General 
Conference  began  to  take  shape  here 
May  15-16. 

Ethnic  representatives  assembled 
here  indicated  they  will  stress 
strengthening  of  the  whole  church 
through  the  contributions  of  its 
minorities,  the  rapidly  increasing 
numbers  of  ethnic  minority  persons  in 
the  U.S.,  and  the  credibility  gained 
through  this  quadrennium’s  ethnic 
minority  local  church  priority  in  spite  of 
limited  accomplishments. 

Strong  recommendations  are  already 
assured  from  top  church  agencies  that 
the  ethnic  minority  local  church  (EMLC) 
will  be  the  denomination’s  single 
missional  priority  for  1981-84  and  that 
financing  will  be  through  an 
apportionment  rather  than  from 
“second-mile"  appeals. 

The  new  document  is  being 
coordinated  by  the  EMLC  Inter-Agency 
Coordinating  Committee,  headed  by  the 
Rev.  Melvin  Talbert,  Board  of 
Discipleship  executive,  with 
contributions  from  five  persons  selected 
by  each  of  the  minority  caucuses.  Writer 
of  the  report  will  be  the  Rev.  Roy  Sano, 
Berkeley,  Calif.,  a  Japanese-American, 
United  Methodist  minister  and  widely 
known  as  a  speaker  on  theology  and 
ethnicity. 

The  priority  was  off  to  a  slow  start  this 
quadrennium,  due  to  such  factors  as 
incomplete  information  about  needs  and 
resources,  fracturing  of  the  priority’s 
programs  among  several  agencies,  and 
assignment  of  raising  most  of  the 
financial  goal  to  the  second-mile 
Advance  program,  which  was  further 
hampered  by  altering  the  Advance  from 
its  historic  pattern  of  gifts  to  specific, 
designated  projects  chosen  by  givers. 

Recognizing  the  good  things  have 
resulted  during  the  past  three  years,  the 
drafters  voiced  “respect”  for  the  1976 
document  but  determined  to  make  it 
contemporary.  They  pointed  out  that 
their  data  on  what  is  needed  and  what 
can  be  accomplished  through  funding 
and  special  programs  are  now  much 
more  specific,  which  they  hope  will 
encourage  the  church  to  “really  deal 
with"  the  priority  and  “really  listen"  to 
critical  concerns. 

All  the  spokespersons  spoke  of  their 
need  for  greater  inter-ethnic  awareness 
and  cooperation,  while  at  the  same  time 
working  for  the  particular  needs  of  their 
own  groups.  All  called  also  for  greater 
attention  to  youth  and  young  adults,  as 
part  of  the  church  now  and  not  just  “in 
the  future,”  and  of  the  need  to  focus  on 
ministry  to  persons  rather  than  buildings 
or  organizations.  Asian/Pacific 
Islanders  and  Hispanics  pointed 
especially  to  their  rapidly  growing 
numbers  in  the  U.S.  and  the  lack  of 
church  ministries  to  them,  particularly 
in  multiple  languages. 

The  report  is  to  be  completed  by  July  5- 
6  for  a  similar  meeting  in  Denver,  before 
transmission  to  General  Conference 
through  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Hunger  consultation 
is  getting  results 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.  (UMC)  - 
Recommendations  from  a  national 
United  Methodist  Consultation  on  Food 
and  Hunger  last  December  are  bringing 
responses,  the  committee  coordinating 
the  denomination’s  World  Hunger 
Missional  Priority  learned  here  May  16- 
17. 

The  Coordinating  Committee  on 
Hunger  (CCOH)  heard  that  consultation 
recommendations  have  had  an  impact  on 
some  30  statements  being  readied  for 
presentation  to  the  1980  General 
Conference,  such  as  those  on  hunger  and 
the  environment. 

Of  the  hunger  consultation 
recommendations,  which  were  a  major 
item  on  the  agenda,  the  Rev.  Franklin  P. 
Smith,  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff 
executive,  said:  "We  must  be  very 
intentional  in  assuring  consultation 
participants  that  their  hard  work  was 
important  and  is  having  results. ” 


The  committee  also  affirmed  the 
“program  goals  and  directions”  of  a 
proposed  1981-84  Special  Program  on 
World  Hunger  and  asked  for  general 
church  funding. 

Each  of  the  four  program  boards 
reported  on  what  is  happening  to 
recommendations  in  their  board: 

•  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Recommendations  on  the  family  farm 
are  being  worked  into  an  ongoing 
programmatic  emphasis  and  into  a 
statement  on  the  family  farm;  a  policy 
statement  on  U.S.  agricultural  policy, 
being  rewritten  for  submission  to 
General  Conference,  is  drawing  upon 
consultation  recommendations. 

•  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Recommendations  are  being  linked  to 
appropriate  board  units,  such  as  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee,  and 
to  hunger  projects  funded  by  the  board. 

•  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Recommendations  related  to  various 
issues  have  been  referred  to  board  units, 
and  a  staff  member  has  been  assigned  as 
contact;  the  issues  include  multinational 
corporations,  town  and  country-ecumen¬ 
ical  efforts,  adequate  nutrition  for  Amer¬ 
ica  and  the  world,  U.S.  foreign  policy 
and  food,  domestic  hunger  —  the  right 
to  food,  environmental  impact  on/of  food 
production. 

•  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  Recommendations  have  been 
related  to  board-funded  projects:  e.g.,  a 
consultation  resolution  on  the  loss  of 
small  farms  operated  by  blacks  has  been 
related  to  a  project  involving  black 
farmers  in  Alabama  and  a  hunger 
project  at  the  University  of  Alabama. 

In  another  major  agenda  item,  the 
CCOH  discussed  the  future  of  the  world 
hunger  concern  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Specifically,  they  addressed  a 
document  adopted  by  Global  Ministries 
for  reference  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  on  world  hunger  as  a 
special  program  for  the  next 
quadrennium. 

The  greatest  concern  focused  on  the 
perceived  lack  of  funding  for  several 
aspects  of  the  program.  The  committee 
adopted  a  motion  affirming  “program 
goals  and  directions”  in  the  document 
and  appealed  to  GCOM  for  funding  from 
“general  church  sources”  to  be  provided 
and  allocated  for  implementation  of  the 
special  program  by  the  program  boards. 

The  committee  gave  preliminary 
approval  to  12  projects  in  the  U.S.,  Ghana 
and  Sierra  Leone  for  funding  from  the 
World  Hunger  Missional  Priority  Advance 
Special.  The  projects  now  go  to  screening 
units  of  the  GCOM  and  the  Advance 
Committee  for  final  consideration. 
Totaling  $125,397,  the  projects  include 
hunger  awareness/action  workshops, 
trucks  for  marketing  co-operatives,  a 
food  preservation  program,  a  home 
crafts-making  program  for  low-income 
people,  a  producer-consumer  organizing 
project,  a  local  church  food  program,  a 
university  horticulture  project,  a 
campus  ministry-related  hunger  action 
and  resource  center. 

Following  a  pattern  of  having  input  in 
their  meetings  from  hunger  projects  in 
the  area  where  they  meet,  the  committee 
heard  about  hunger  issues  and  studies  as 
they  are  involved  in  theological 
education  at  Qaremont  School  of 
Theology. 

Access  grants  to  aid 
handicapped  told 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Two-hundred- 
twelve  United  Methodist  churches 
applied  for  the  10  accessibility  grants  of 
$500  each  offered  recently  by  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  10  churches  to  receive  grants  from 
the  Daisy  M.  Kendall  Fund  to  make  their 
facilities  or  programs  accessible  to 
people  with  handicapping  conditions  are: 

Calloway  UMC,  Arlington,  Va., 
Chiloquin  UMC,  Chiloquin,  Ore.,  First 
UMC  of  Corona,  Corona,  N.Y.,  First 
UMC,  Senatobia,  Miss.,  Lancaster  UMC, 
Lancaster,  Wis.,  Pleasant  Hill,  UMC, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  St.  Mark  UMC, 
Erdenheim,  Pa.,  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
Syracuse,  N.Y.,  United  Church  of  Rogers 
Park,  Chicago;  Wilmington  UMC, 
Wilmington,  Mass. 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Efforts  to 
remedy  what  was  described  as  “a  very 
serious  lack  of  information  ip  the 
religious  community”  about  the  U.S. 
labor  movement  were  endorsed  by  a 
conference  meeting  here  to  find  ways  of 
revitalizing  the  nation’s  moribund 
church-labor  social  action  coalition. 

The  100  invited  church  and  labor 
leaders  who  attended  the  conference  also 
acknowledged  the  growth  of  “strains 
between  sectors  of  the  labor  movement 
and  sectors  of  religious  social  action  since 
the  mid-1960s,”  and  agreed  that  a 
nationwide  grassroots  effort  will  be 
needed  to  restore  the  coalition  to  its 
former  position  of  influence. 

“Until  quite  recently,"  said  Msgr. 
George  Higgins,  of  the  U.S  Catholic 
Conference,  “there  was  a  tendency  on 
the  part  of  church  groups  to  assume  that 
the  labor  problem  —  and  the  labor 
movement  —  were  old  hat  and  that 
church  groups  ought  to  be  concerned 
primarily  with  a  new  set  of  problems 
more  on  the  cutting  edge.  This  led  to  a 
certain  estrangement  between  the  two 
groups. 

“For  whatever  reason,  or  reasons,  this 
seems  to  be  changing,"  he  said,  at  a 
press  conference  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting. 

Msgr.  Higgins  said  he  also  believed 
that  the  labor  movement  “may  not  see 
quite  as  clearly  as  the  religious  groups 
the  need  for  an  ongoing,  structured 
dialogue. 

Wilbert  Williams,  of  the  AFL-CIO 
department  on  organization,  noted  at  the 
same  press  conference  that  as  far  as  he 
was  aware,  this  was  the  “first  time  there 
has  been  a  dialogue  between” 
representatives  of  religious  and  labor 
groups. 

Nine  major  unions  were  represented  at 
the  conference,  along  with  Joyce  Miller, 
president  of  the  Coalition  of  Labor  Union 
Women,  AFL-CIO.  The  unions  included 
the  United  Auto  Workers,  United 
Steelworkers  of  America,  American 
Federation  of  Teachers,  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  and  International 
Federation  of  Professional  and 
Technical  Engineers. 

Religious  representatives  included 
Southerners  for  Economic  Justice,  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Church,  American  Jewish  Committee. 
Federation  of  Priests’  Councils  and  the 
Commission  on  Religion  in  Appalachia. 

The  conference  was  convened  and 
coordinated  by  the  Center  of  Concern, 
which  describes  itself  as  an  independent, 
religiously  inspired  team  “dedicated  to 
structural  analysis,  values  reflection, 
and  public  education  on  major 
transnational  justice  issues."  Based 
here,  it  was  formed  in  1971  and  is 
“rooted"  in  the  Catholic  community. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  calling  the 
conference,  the  organizers  said,  was  a 
“dramatic  change  in  the  American 


social  climate,  with  new  attacks  on 
labor." 

The  conference  was  limited  to  100 
participants,  about  half  from  labor  and 
half  from  the  churches,  mostly  from  the 
eastern  seaboard  and  the  South. 

Expenses  of  the  conference  came 
almost  entirely  from  various  religious 
groups,  with  only  five  percent  coming 
from  labor,  according  to  Joe  Holland,  a 
Center  of  Concern  staffer  and  conference 
coordinator,  along  with  Sister  Judith 
Justinger,  S.S.J. 

An  “interim  program"  adopted  by  the 
conference  for  the  next  12  months 
includes  “expanding  an  existing 
network,  generating  local  activities,  and 
planning  a  larger  conference  in  a  year," 
Mr.  Holland  said. 

During  a  panel  discussion  on  the  first 
evening  of  the  conference,  Msgr.  Higgins 


BALTIMORE  —  In  an  age  of  worry 
over  dying  inner  city  churches,  an 
encouraging  exception  is  Eastern  United 
Methodist  Church  here.  In  fact.  Eastern 
is  growing  rapidly,  having  received  145 
new  members  in  the  first  quarter  of  this 
year,  according  to  a  story  in  the  Circuit 
Rider,  the  Baltimore  conference 
TM/UMR  edition. 

And  what  makes  Eastern  UMC’s  story 
especially  impressive  is  that  it  meets  in 
the  building  of  a  former  congregation 
that  closed  its  doors  just  last  June 
because  of  inability  to  minister  to  its 
neighborhood. 

Last  June  17  the  Eastern  UMC 
congregation  marched  five  blocks 
through  the  streets  to  the  larger  building 
vacated  by  North  Avenue  UMC.  Pastor 
Eugene  Glover  has  high  praise  for  the 
last  pastor  at  all  white  North  Avenue  who 
had  the  sensitivity  to  lead  the  church  to  a 
“death  with  dignity.”  The  Baltimore 
Conference  Board  of  Missions  and 
Church  Extension  arranged  for  the 
building  to  go  to  Eastern  UMC  —  a  black 
congregation  —  which  was  in  desperate 
need  of  more  space 

The  secret  to  Eastern’s  success  seems 
to  be  a  keen  awareness  of  mission  in  its 
community  coupled  with  an  intensive 
evangelism  program.  In  fact,  the 
membership  believes  evangelism  and 
mission  are  inseparable. 

A  weekly  evangelism-oriented  Bible 
study  and  prayer  group  is  led  by  the 
pastor  with  members  of  the  “cell  group" 
of  24  persons  dedicated  to  evangelism. 
One  result  of  the  evangelism  emphasis  is 
that  the  congregation  is  enthusiastic 
about  it.  For  instance,  everyone  present 


noted  there  is  “a  very  serious  lack  of 
information  in  the  religious  community 
on  the  labor  movement"  in  this  country. 

“We  tend  to  be  attracted  to  where  the 
action  is.”  he  said,  citing  Cesar  Chavez’ 
farmworkers  as  an  example.  “I  wonder 
how  such  church  involvement  there  will 
be  after  the  farmworkers  are  fully 
organized,”  he  added. 

John  Ramsay,  a  retired  United 
Steelworkers  of  America  official  and  a 
Presbyterian  layman,  said  that  what  is 
needed  is  for  “religion  and  labor  to  get  to 
know  one  another  on  a  fellowship  basis." 

Dr.  George  Outen,  a  black  social  action 
official  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  noting  American  society  in 
recent  years  has  “a  much  higher 
tolerance  for  unemployment”  than  in 
years  past,  asserted : 

“To  tolerate  unemployment  is  to 
tolerate  an  intolerable  waste." 


at  the  Ash  Wednesday  service  this  year 
committed  themselves  to  bringing  one 
unchurched  person  into  the  membership. 
Some  of  those  persons  have  already 
joined  the  congregation. 

Each  member  is  also  expected  to 
commit  at  least  four  hours  a  week  to  the 
church,  including  worship  and  Bible 
study,  said  Mr  Glover.  A  membership 
class  is  also  required  for  new  members. 

“We’re  excited  that  the  people  are 
coming  in  working,”  said  Mr.  Glover’s 
wife  Carol  It’s  a  good  thing,  she  said 
because  Eastern  makes  no  apologies 
about  the  fact  that  it  demands  dedication 
from  its  membership. 

With  members  willing  to  work  the 
church  is  able  to  provide  a  wide  variety 
of  services  for  its  own  nurture  and  for  the 
community.  A  group  of  15  “telephone 
directors"  is  charged  with  seeing  that 
every  family  in  the  congregation 
receives  a  personal  message  of 
encouragement  from  the  church  at  least 
once  a  week  A  “telephone  brigade”  of 
senior  citizens  also  does  calling  to 
encourage  interest  in  special  church 
events.  Members  also  provide  rides  to 
those  unable  to  get  to  the  church 
otherwise. 

The  church’s  outreach  efforts  include  a 
new  alcoholism  program,  a  recreational 
and  tutorial  program  for  young  people. 
“Mother  Hubbard’s  Cupboard”  provides 
emergency  services  such  as  food  and 
clothing. 

Young  adults  active  the  church  are 
also  working  on  a  colifcge  scholarship 
program.  Last  year,  the  church’s 
summer  program  provided  training  and 
recreation  for  250  neighborhood  children. 


"The  business  of  the  church  is  not  business, 
but  people.” 


When  the  statistical 
report  for  the  Student 
Day  Offering  for  Loans 
and  Scholarships  is  read  it 
sounds  like  a  business 
report.  The  reality  is  that 
it's  a  people  report  .  .  . 
mothers  and  fathers 
anxious  to  help  their  child 
go  to  school  .  .  . 
promising  young  persons 
needing  a  boost  .  .  . 
future  church  leaders 
wanting  help  today  for 
leadership  tomorrow. 

They're  people  not 
statistics.  But  there  is  a 
relationship  between  the 
two.  The  statistics  reflect 
how  many  people  can  be 
helped. 

Last  year's  statistics 


show  that  giving  to  this 
important  outreach  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
decreased  almost  twenty 
percent.  That  meant  a 
lot  of  people  had  to  be 
told  no  ...  a  statistical 
decrease,  but  more 
unfortunately,  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  people 
helped. 

This  year  you  and 
your  church  have  an 
opportunity  to  change 
that  —  on  STUDENT 
DAY,  June  10,  1979.  Your 


church's  offering  is  one 
way  of  helping  the  church 
to  help  more  people  .  .  . 
for  "the  business  of  the 
church  is  not  business, 
but  people." 

Give  to  the  Student 
Day  Offering,  |une  10, 
1979. 

Student 

JUNE  10,  1979 

OFFERING 

For  further  information 
contact: 

Dr.  Esther  Edwards 
P.O.  Box  871 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 
(Area  615  327-2700) 


Inner  city  fertile  area 
for  Baltimore  church 


He’s  a  special  little  boy 


Amy  Horn,  4  years  old,  and  her  brother  Roey  at  play 


EDITOR  S  NOTE  -  Roland  S.  Horn 
Jr.  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs  Horn  Sr. 
of  Zachary.  Mrs.  Horn  is  a  reporter 
for  the  Baton  Rouge  Morning 
Advocate  and  Mr  Hofn  is  the  building 
superintendent  for  the  Capital  City 
Press,  publisher  of  the  Advocate  and 
the  State  Times  Newspapers. 

By  WANDA  F.  HORN 

The  past  two  years  have  been  both 
good  and  bad  for  us  and  I’ve  always 
thought  when  you  had  both  good  and 
bad  news  to  tell,  you  should  tell  the 
bad  first. 

We  have  a  special  little  boy  who  is 
two  years  old  now  We  knew  Roey  was 
special  when  he  was  born.  He  was  the 
suvivor  of  a  set  of  twins,  but  little  did 
we  know  just  how  special  he  was  to 
become. 

While  we  were  trying  to  adjust  to 
the  loss  of  the  other  baby,  we  were 
told  Roey  had  serious  vision 
problems.  We  were  referred  to 
Houston  for  testing  since  Baton  Rouge 
didn’t  have  the  needed  equipment.  In 
Houston  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed. 
Roey’s  optic  nerves  were  underdevel¬ 
oped.  The  doctor  thought  Roey  was 
too  young  to  undergo  the  extensive 
testing  to  determine  just  how  serious 
the  problem  was.  We  were  sent  home 
for  two  months,  and  the  tests  were 
scheduled  for  July  of  1977. 

We  returned  home  and  what  a  long 
wait  those  two  months  were.  Roland 
offered  God  his  eyes  to  replace 
Roey’s.  I  was  greedy  and  prayed  for 
the  diagnosis  to  be  wrong  and  for  a 
complelv  healthy  baby. 

Roland  and  I  both  had  been  away 
from  the  church  for  a  long  time.  Now 
we  knew  it  was  to  God  that  we  had  to 
turn  for  strength. 

While  I  was  still  in  the  hospital 
following  Roey’s  birth,  I  was  to  be 
visited  by  the  Rev.  Ted  Smith.  I  now 
know  that  it  was  part  of  God’s  plan  to 
send  himlo  me. 

I  grew  upin  Pride  and  was  an  active 
member  of  Bethel  United  Methodist 
Church  until  I  entered  college.  Rev. 
Smith  was  one  of  the  ministers  to 
serve  at  Bethel  during  my  years 
there,  and  through  all  the  years  he 
was  the  one  I  remembered  best. 

I  had  long  lost  track  of  him  and  to 
find  him  once  again  was  one  of  the 
greatest  things  which  ever  happened 
to  me.  During  his  visit  at  the  hospital  I 
was  to  find  out  he  was  the  minister 
(then)  at  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  our  former  neighborhood  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Roland  and  I  began  attending 
services  at  St.  Paul’s,  and  little  did  I 
know  of  the  part  the  church  and  Rev. 
Smith  would  plan  in  our  lives  in  the 
years  ahead. 

There’s  another  minister  whose 
strength  meant  so  much  to  us  then, 
too.  The  Rev.  Jack  Varnado,  minister 
of  Sandy  Creek  Baptist  Church  in 
Pride,  performed  the  private 
graveside  services  we  had  for  the 
other  baby  at  his  church’s  cemetery. 
We  chose  to  bury  him  next  to  my 
parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Foster,  Sr. 

Renewing  our  relationship  with  God 
and  the  church  is  how  we  spent  those 
two  months  before  returning  to 
Houston,  and  the  strength  we  found 
with  God  and  Rev.  Smith  made  it 
possible  to  cope  with  the  results 
following  a  week  of  extensive  testing 
there. 

The  news  was  even  worse  than  we 
had  ever  imagined.  Roey  had  no 
vision.  The  doctors  hoped  he  could  see 
light,  but  were  unsure. 

The  testing  showed  part  of  his  brain 
had  never  developed.  Needless  to  say. 
we  were  devastated. 

There  were  no  medications,  no 
surgical  procedures  to  help  our  little 
Roey. 

I  shall  never  forget  the  doctor’s 
parting  words  as  we  left  Houston.  He 
told  us  to  come  home  and  strengthen 
our  religious  convictions  and  make 
some  commitments,  because  any  help 
for  Roey  would  come  from  God  and 
not  from  the  medical  profession.  And. 
he  said,  if  there  were  no  help  for  Roey. 
it  would  help  us  cope  with  the 
problems  we  would  face  in  the  years 
ahead. 

We  took  the  doctor’s  advice.  We 
strengthened  our  convictions  and 
made  some  commitments.  Within  the 
month  we  had  transferred  our 
membership  to  St.  Paul’s  and  had  our 
Amy.  who  is  four,  and  Roey.  baptised. 
At  the  baptismal  service.  Rev.  Smith 
told  the  congregation  Roey  was  a 
special  little  boy  and  asked  for 
prayers  for  him. 

It  seemed  all  Roland  and  I  were 
doing  those  days  was  praying:  and 
soon  it  seemed  everyone  we  knew  was 
praying  for  Roey.  too.  Many  were 
praying  for  us  to  be  able  to  cope  with 
our  problems.  Not  a  week  would  go  by 


without  someone's  saying.  “We  had 
prayers  in  our  church  for  Roey 
today.” 

So  with  the  strength  of  God  and  the 
Rev.  Smith,  we  began  to  pick  up  the 
pieces  and  put  our  lives  back  together 
again. 

Instead  of  constantly  asking  God  for 
a  normal  baby,  I  began  to  ask  for  his 
strength  to  cope  with  one  day  at  a 
time.  It  seemed  that  my  most 
common  prayer  those  days  was  one 
repeated  all  over  the  world  by 
millions  of  people  each  day: 

Serenity  Prayer 

Dear  God  grant  me  the  serenity  to 
accept  the  things  I  cannot  change,  the 
courage  to  change  the  things  I  can  and 
the  wisdom  to  know  the  difference. 
Amen. 

One  night  in  October  1977,  Roey 
reached  and  took  an  object  from  his 
father’s  hand.  We  were  stunned  and 
could  not  believe  what  we  were  seeing 
or  rather  what  Roey  was  seeing.  For 
hours,  we  handed  the  little  boy  every 
object  we  could  put  our  hands  on.  and 
each  time  he  reached  for  it. 

I  called  Rev.  Smith  late  at  night  to 
share  our  news  with  him.  Although 
there  were  many  people  who  had 
meant  so  much  during  those  past  few 
months,  it  was  Rev.  Smith  who  had 
stood  by  our  side  every  step  of  the 
way. 

We  knew  it  was  a  miracle 
performed  by  God  who  had  also 
performed  one  in  Rev.  Smith’s  life 
some  14  years  before.  Following  a 
tragic  skiing  accident,  the  doctors 
said  Rev.  Smith  would  never  talk 
again.  The  accident  occurred  June  20. 
1963:  and  within  the  year  he  had 
returned  to  the  pulpit,  although  a 
month  later  his  doctor  insisted  he  take 
a  year’s  leave  to  fully  recuperate 
When  the  year  was  up.  he  again 
returned  to  the  pulpit  and  today  fills 
the  one  at  Greensburg  United 
Methodist  Church. 

We  were  scheduled  to  return  to 
Houston  with  Roey  in  two  weeks,  but 
not  wanting  to  wait  so  long  for  a 
professional  opinion  concerning  our 
miracle,’  the  next  day  I  took  Roey  to 
three  Baton  Rouge  doctors  who  had 
been  following  the  case. 

One  said  it  proved  those  ‘hotshot' 
doctors  in  Houston  didn’t  know  all 
they  were  supposed  to.  Another  said 
perhaps  we  had  programmed  Roey  to 
reach.  The  third  said  simply  it  was  a 
miracle. 

The  following  Sunday  I  asked  Rev 
Smith  whether  I  could  tell  the  church 
our  good  news.  A  story  I  have 
repeated  to  various  congregations  in 
the  past  two  years. 

Our  trip  to  Houston  brought  better 
news  than  we  had  prayed  for.  Roey 
not  only  had  vision  in  one  eye.  as  we 
had  suspected,  but  in  both  eyes.  The 
doctor  called  it  form  vision,  but  how 
grateful  we  were  one  day  he  would  be 
able  to  see  a  car  and  not  walk  out  in 
front  of  it. 

The  same  doctor  who  had  given  us 
perhaps  the  best  advice  we  will  ever 
receive,  was  as  overjoyed  as  we  were 

It  was  October  1977.  and  we  have 
returned  to  Houston  with  Roey  every 
six  months  since  then.  This  past 
January  the  doctor  said  his  vision  was 
usable,  but  a  long  way  from  normal. 
Still,  it’s  a  long  way  from  the  first 
diagnosis  of  ‘no  vision  ' 

The  doctor  now  says  Roey  must  tell 
him  what  he  can  see  before  he  can  put 
any  numbers  on  his  vision.  Well,  he 


can't  carrv  on  a  conversation  vet.  but 
at  Christmas,  he  cried  and  hid  his 
face  each  time  he  saw  Santa  Claus, 
even  when  he  saw  him  on  television.  It 
was  the  best  present  we  have  ever 
received. 

We  tell  our  story  often  and  before 
people  hear  us  through,  some  quicklv 
jump  to  the  conclusion  the  doctors 
were  wrong  in  the  first  diagnosis.  To 
these  we  tell  how  we  used  to  put  the 
flashlight  in- .Roey’s  eyes  without  his 
even  blinking  or  about  the  days  when 
there  was  no  eye  contact  or  when  he 
wouldn't  react  to  his  image  in  the 
mirror. 

We  still  have  problems.  Roey  can't 
walk  yet.  He  only  has  use  of  one  arm 
and  his  speech  is  delayed.  With  God's 
help  we  live  one  day  at  a  time 
counting  our  many  blessings. 

Many  often  say.  “I  don’t  know  how 
you  cope  with  it  so  well."  Our  answer 
is  an  easy  one.  “With  God’s  help,  is 
how." 

I  don't  know  why  God  chose  us  to 
give  one  of  his  special  children  and  I 
don’t  know  why  He  made  is  possible 
for  Roey  to  see.  I  just  know  He  did. 

There’s  an  old.  old  hymn  which  is  a 
favorite  of  mine,  “I  love  to  tell  the 
story  of  unseen  things  above.  Of  Jesus 
and  His  Glory,  of  Jesus  and  His  love." 
My  prayer  today  is  for  Roey  to  one 
day  be  able  to  tell  his  story  of  Jesus 
and  His  love. 

I  told  our  story  recently  during  the 
revival  at  our  church.  Zachary  United 
Methodist,  where  we  transferred  our 
membership  last  year 

St.  Paul’s  will  always  have  a  special 
place  in  my  heart  since  it  was  there, 
and  with  the  congregation  there,  we 
shared  so  many  of  God’s  blessings. 

After  sharing  ‘our  miracle’  with  the 
congregation  at  Zachary  United, 
during  the  recent  revival,  I  was  asked 
to  write  the  story  by  Zachary  United’s 
Mary  McCord,  to  share  it  with 
Louisiana  Methodist’s  readers. 


(One  of  the  highlights  of  our  recent 
revival  at  Zachary  UMC  was  the 
testimony  of  Wanda  Horn.  This  little 
boy  has  touched  so  many  lives,  that  I 
wanted  to  share  his  story  with  all  the 
Louisiana  Methodists.  —Mary  Mc¬ 
Cord,  coordinator  of  communications 
at  Zachary  UMC.) 
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Methodists  reaching  out 
to  illiterate  adults  in  state 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Did  you  know  that 
over  13  percent  of  the  members  of 
Louisiana’s  adult  population  were 
classified  as  functionally  illiterate  in 
1970?  Did  you  know  that  percentage  was 
higher  than  that  of  any  other  state9  The 
Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches  knew  it,  and  decided  to  do 
something  about  it  by  sponsoring 
Operation  Mainstream,  a  program 
designed  to  train  volunteers  to  use  the 
Laubach  "Each  One  Teach  One"  method 
to  teach  other  adults  to  read 
Under  the  direction  of  Mrs  Betsy 
Latham,  daughter  of  United  Methodist 
minister  Doug  McGuire  of  Baton  Rouge, 
the  program  found  a  home  in  Carrollton 
United  Methodist  Church  in  uptown  New 
Orleans  The  church  presently  provides 
space  for  a  library  and  an  office. 

Since  the  program's  inception  in  mid- 
1977,  over  350  adults  reading  below  the 
fifth-grade  level  have  enrolled,  and  more 
than  375  volunteer  tutors  have  been 
trained.  While  many  of  these  tutors  have 
worked  one-on-one  with  Mainstream 
students,  a  number  of  them  have  used 
the  method  and  materials  with  their  own 
clients  from  various  social  service  agen¬ 
cies  and  community  centers. 

Others  have  shared  it  with  inmates  in 
the  parish  prison,  and  still  others  have 
taken  it  to  school  classrooms  and  family 
members.  Everyone  who  will  use  it  to 
teach  someone  else  to  read  has  been 
welcome  to  participate. 

Methodists  in  the  New  Orleans  area, 
along  with  members  of  many  other 
denominations  and  faiths,  have  been 
extremely  active  in  the  Operation 
Mainstream  program.  With  Carollton, 
First.  Rayne  Memorial.  Jefferson, 
Aldersgate  (Slidell),  and  First  (Slidell) 
have  all  hosted  tutor-training  workshops. 
Most  recently,  Carrollton  was  the  site  of 
two  12  hour  sessions  in  which  89  people  ' 
participated.  For  those  workshops,  the 
United  Methodist  Women  of  Aurora. 
Napoleon  Avenue,  and  Carrollton  served 
as  hostesses,  providing  coffee  and  home¬ 
made  cookies  for  all  the  participants, 
participants. 

Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  of  Aurora  is 
presently  serving  as  Chairman  of  one  of 
the  Operation  Mainstream  Area 
Committees;  and  over  the  past  two 
years.  Aurora  has  contributed  almost 

1979  General 
Minutes 
now  available 

The  General  Minutes  are  out!  They 
may  tell  you  more  about  the  United 
Methodist  Church  than  you  care  to  know' 
Do  you  know  where  to  find  a  map  of  the 
annual  conferences  and  episcopal  areas: 
names  and  addresses  of  all  bishops, 
active  and  retired:  a  list  of  United 
Methodist  chaplains,  a  list  of  United 
Methodist  Church  Schools  by  size  of 
enrollment  ,  the  address  of  every  district 
superintendent:  and  the  appointment  of 
more  than  35,000  United  Metodist 
ministers?  All  of  the  above  and  much, 
much  more  can  be  found  in  the  1.301  page 
General  Minutes  Of  The  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  1979. 

The  General  Minutes  were  shipped 
May  14-18  to  approximately  1.300  United 
Methodists  across  the  country  from  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Nashville.  The  Department  of  Statistics. 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA),  compiles  and 
publishes  the  General  Minutes  annually 
They  are  printed  and  distributed  by  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
The  General  Minutes  bring  together 
under  one  cover  consolidated  statistical 
information  for  the  whole  church.  The 
book  is  intended  to  be  a  basic  reference 
tool  for  leaders  and  students  of  the 
denomination.  There  are  pages  and 
pages  of  statistics  and  charts 
Complimentary  copies  are  sent  to 
conference  secretaries,  treasurers  and 
statisticians,  and  to  each  seminary 
library.  Others  may  purchase  copies 
from  the  Department  of  Statistics. 
GCFA.  1200  Davis  St..  Evanston.  IL  60201 
or  from  the  six  Cokesburv  Regional 
Service  Centers  The  cost  is  $7.20  (paper) 
or  $10  80  i cloth),  excluding  shipping 
costs. 

Editor  Daniel  Nielson  of  the  GCFA 
staff  says  he  thinks  the  book  is  a  good 
investment  for  any  United  Methodist 
leader  Our  church  is  an  amazing 
organization,  with  many  facets.  Hesavs. 
“The  GENERAL  MINUTES  of  the 
annual  conferences  contains  more 
current  information  under  one  cover 
than  any  other  reference  published 
anywhere.” 


$2000  from  its  annual  fair  to  support  the 
reading  program,  making  it  the  largest 
local  contributor 

Dr  W  D.  Boddie.  Superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans-Slidell  District,  has 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Mainstream 
Speakers  Bureau  and  recruited  20  other 
Methodists  to  assist  as  speakers 

Rayne  Memorial.  First  Street,  and 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  Churches 
have  offered  to  serve  as  learning  centers 
for  the  Operation  Mainstream  tutors  and 
students:  but  most  important  of  all. 
dozens  of  individual  United  Methodists 
have  responded  to  the  challenge  to  help 


other  adults  learn  to  read.  One-on-one 
they  are  changing  lives  by  opening  the 
door  to  the  world  of  words  for  their 
students 

According  to  Betsy  Latham.  “It  is 
marvelous  to  see  the  good  that  you  do 
show  such  positive  results.  Our  tutors  see 
their  students  begin  to  read  street  signs, 
write  checks,  help  their  children  with 
homework,  read  the  newspaper  and  sing 
the  words  to  unfamiliar  hymns  ‘  I’m 
extremely  pleased  to  see  so  many  United 
Methodists  helping  in  a  program  that 
gets  right  down  to  the  roots  of  a  problem 
that  touches  all  our  lives  " 


Mrs.  Betsy  Latham,  director  of  Operations  Mainstream,  and 
Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey,  pastor  of  Carollton,  place  a  poster  for 
the  tutor-training  workshop. 


Centenary  presents  four 
honorary  degrees 


Cited  for  their  meritorious  achieve¬ 
ments  and  their  special  contributions 
to  Centenary  College,  four  men  received 
honorary  degrees  at  commencement 
exercises  Sunday,  May  20,  in  the  Gold 
Dome. 

They  were:  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin, 
Bishop  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana.  He  received  the  honorary 
doctor  of  divinity  degree  His  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Centenary 

Thomas  II.  Mathenv  of  Hammond  was 
awarded  the  honorary  doctor  of  laws 
degree.  He  is  president  of  the  Judicial 
Council  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  president  of  the  National  Association 
of  Conference  Lay  Leaders  of  the  United 


Methodist  Church. 

VV.  T.  Handy  Jr.  is  district 
superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District.  The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  A  graduate  of  Dillard 
University,  he  also  attended  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary.  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology.  Huston- 
Tillotson  College.  Wiley  College  and  the 
University  of  Tennessee  at  Nashville. 

George  Angus  Wilson,  a  1930  graduate 
of  Centenary  College,  received  the 
honorary  doctor  of  laws  degree  He 
served  on  the  law  school  faculty  at 
Tulane  University  from  1933  to  1940  He  is 
currently  president  of  Lone  Star  Steel 
Co.,  in  Dallas.  Texas. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


W .  T.  Handv  Jr. 


Tom  II .  Mathenv 


George  Wilson 
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Edito  ria  l 

Death  penalty:  a  way  of  dealing 
with  frustration,  but  not  crime 


Last  week  the  State  of  Florida 
executed  John  A.  Spenkelink,  a  30-year- 
old  drifter  convicted  of  killing  a  fellow 
vagrant  in  1973. 

Mr.  Spenkelink's  execution  —  only  the 
second  in  the  United  States  since  1967  — 
was  termed  the  •carrying  out  of  justice” 
by  both  the  governor  and  attorney 
general  in  Florida.  Both  officials  have 
defended  capital  punishment  as  a  valid 
part  of  our  system  of  criminal  justice  and 
have  claimed  the  death  penalty  serves  as 
a  deterrent  to  violent  crime. 

They  have  also  publicly  stated  their 
commitment  to  carrying  out  the 
executions  of  others  on  Florida’s  death 
row  “within  the  bounds  of  due  legal 
process.  "  Many  observers  predict  that  in 
the  months  ahead  executions  in  Florida, 
as  well  as  the  other  24  states  where  the 
death  penalty  is  legal,  will  become 
commonplace. 

While  we  pray  such  will  not  be  the 
case,  this  grim  prospect  appears  likely. 

The  mood  of  our  society  seems  to  have 
changed  from  one  of  revulsion  over  the 
death  penalty  —  a  mood  to  a  great  degree 
responsible  for  the  moratorium  on 
executions  in  the  1960’s  —  to  one  of  “let’s 
show  the  criminal  who  is  boss.” 

In  many  ways  the  death  penalty  is 
society’s  way  of  dealing  with  frustration: 
frustration  over  rising  crime:  frustration 
over  our  lumbering,  inefficient  court 
system;  frustration  over  penal  systems 
which  sometimes  turn  violent  criminals 
loose  on  society  without  rehabilitating 
them;  frustration  over  our  system’s 
inability  to  impose  a  “life  sentence” 
which  really  separates  a  person  from 
society  for  life;  and  frustration  that 
criminals  are  getting  away  with  murder 
through  legal  loopholes. 

To  many  persons,  the  execution  of 
John  Spenkelink  appears  to  be  a  victory 
for  “the  good  guys”  in  the  midst  of  daily 
defeat  by  "the  bad  guys." 

While  we  understand  and  identify  in 
many  ways  with  these  frustrations  about 
the  American  system  of  justice,  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  death  penalty  —  even  though 
it  may  give  us  a  place  to  vent  our  anger  — 
is  not  a  logical  solution  to  our  woes. 

We  oppose  it  for  both  theological  and 
pragmatic  reasons: 

•  There  is  no  evidence  that  capital 
punishment  deters  crime.  Only  a  small 
fraction  of  the  murders  committed  in  the 
United  States  each  year  are  coldly 
calculated  acts  where  a  would-be  killer 
weighs  what  is  about  to  be  done  against 
the  possible  penalties.  Some  experts  in 
the  field  of  criminal  psychology  claim 
that  fear  of  punishment  is  never  a  major 
factor  when  crime  is  considered. 

•  Capital  punishment  adds  to  rather 
than  detracts  from  the  general  violent 
nature  of  our  society.  What  does  it  mean 
for  the  state  to  kill  in  order  to 
demonstrate  that  killing  is  wrong? 
Civilized  society  can  better  teach  the  evil 
of  violence  by  rejecting  its  use. 

•  Capital  punishment  is  morallv 
wrong.  We  see  little  ambiguity  in 
Christian  teaching  at  this  point, 
Christians  believe  taking  human  life  is 
wrong.  Strapping  a  person  to  a  chair  and 
pumping  2,500  volts  through  his  body  is 
killing.  Even  a  theology  which  leaves 
room  for  killing  as  a  "lesser  of  evils”  — 
such  as  in  cases  of  self-defense  —  would 
have  to  be  bent  out  of  shape  to  affirm 
capital  punishment  as  a  valid  example  of 
such  a  moraj  choice. 

Secondly,  how  can  Christians  believe 
in  the  possibilities  of  redemption  and 
reconciliation  on  the  one  hand,  and  still 
label  a  human  life  so  hopeless  that  it 
must  be  denied? 

There  is  little  question  that  our  nation's 
criminal  justice  system  needs  serious 
overhaul  in  order  to  reduce  the  number 
of  persons  who  become  victims  of 
criminal  acts  Capital  punishment  is  not 
the  answer.  It  is  a  kind  of  placebo  being 
swallowed  by  our  society  and  it  enables  us 
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to  believe  falsely  that  the  source  of  our 
anger  and  frustration  is  being  cured. 

Capital  punishment  is  immoral  and 
barbaric.  Legally  sanctioning  it  in 
Florida  or  anywhere  else  does  not  make 
it  any  more  moral  or  any  less  barbaric. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  and  other 
Christians  to  join  in  opposing  any  further 
executions,  and  to  support  all  efforts  to 
eliminate  the  death  penalty  as  a  legal 
option  in  our  society.  We  further  urge 
United  Methodists  and  other  Christians 
to  taKe  more  seriously  the  grave 
deficiencies  in  our  society's  criminal 
justice  system  and  to  begin  advocating 
creative  alternatives  to  capital 
punishment  —  alternatives  which  would 
assure  that  the  most  vicious  and  hardened 
criminals  would  be  permanently  sep¬ 
arated  from  society. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Sermons  that  made  a  difference 

Prayer  called  \ focused  love ' 


Bv  LINDA  KAY  DAVIS 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Moline,  Illinois 

On  July  2,  1972,  Dr.  J.  Wm.  Jones’ 
sermon  topic  was  the  most  powerful 
force  in  the  world  —  “Prayer.  ” 

Dr.  Jones  defined  prayer  as  a 
focused  love.  God’s  love  surrounds 
each  of  His  children.  We  acknowl¬ 
edge  His  love  and  presence  in  our 
lives  and  we  lovingly  respond.  During 
the  sermon,  many  of  us  also  shared 
the  meaning  of  prayer  and  need  for 
prayer  in  our  lives. 

As  a  result  of  this  sermon  a  prayer 
fellowship  was  started.  Within  this 
fellowship  were  two  groups:  (l)  a 
prayer  circle  composed  of  people  who 
requested  prayers  for  some  special 
need  in  their  lives  and  (2)  prayer 
partners  who  had  no  special  need  at 


the  time  but  who  would  covenant  to 
pray  daily  for  those  who  have.  At  our 
monthly  meetings,  we  studied  the 
Bible  concentrating  on  the  prayer  life 
of  Jesus  and  other  books  dealing  with 
prayer.  We  were  thirsty  for 
knowledge  to  make  our  own  prayer 
lives  more  meaningful. 

The  prayer  fellowship  was  a  source 
of  sustaining  strength  for  me.  In  a 
time  span  of  thirteen  months  I  had 
become  a  widow,  a  new  mother,  and  a 
victim  of  multiple  sclerosis.  Dealing 
with  these  crises  involved  much  soul 
searching.  Sharing  with  others  and 
knowing  that  they  were  praying  for 
me  was  strengthening.  And  as  I 
prayed  for  others,  I  would  find  peace 
in  my  own  heart.  It  was  a  vital 
opportunity  for  spiritual  growth. 


Here  I  Stand 


JUNE  8,  1979 


Youth  ministry 
or  entertainment?  v 


By  JOHN  PEEL 

Several  months  ago,  two  district  and 
one  conference  youth  coordinator 
ventured  north  to  Kansas  City  and  St. 
Paul’s  School  of  Theology  to  attend  a 
jurisdictional  training  event.  We  had 
several  speakers  and  events  that  helped 
us  as  district  coordinators  to  focus  in 
upon  our  tasks  in  district  work.  It  was 
also  very  enlightening  to  share  with 
other  people  involved  in  youth  ministry. 
Since  this  experience.  I  have  struggled 
with  the  meaning  of  youth  ministry  for 
me.  What  are  we  as  a  church  trying  to  do 
to  help  our  youth  find  a  faith  in  a  living 
Jesus  Christ? 

The  Kansas  City  conference  with 
subsequent  conversations  with  others 


Handgun  control  legislation  6 simplistic 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  recent  editorial  on  control  of  guns 
reflects  the  typical  attitude  of  most 
people.  We  tend  to  quote  the  statistics 
which  support  our  own  convictions  and 
wishes 

You  quote  statistics  which  are  from  a 
three-year-old  survey,  done  as  Gallup 
does,  on  a  very  limited  basis.  You  very 
evidently  did  not  have  the  statistics  from 
the  poll  released  by  four  prominent 
members  of  Congress:  Senators  Ted 
Stevens  (R-Alaska)  and  Dennis 
DeConcini  (D-Arizona)  and  Representa¬ 
tives  Steve  Symms  (R-Idaho)  and  Harold 
Volkmer  ( D-Missouri ) . 

Decision  Making  Information  survey 
which  they  released  indicates  that  the 
public  clearly  does  not  believe  that  gun 
control  will  solve  the  problem  of  violent 
crime.  Indeed,  the  survey  shows  that 
“outlawing  of  the  private  possession  of 
handguns  was  seen  to  be  the  least  ef¬ 
fective  by  the  people  as  a  means  of  re¬ 
ducing  crime,”  Volkmer  said. 

There  is  no  simplistic  solution.  To 
reduce  the  solutions  to  categories  of 
pragmatism  and  theology  does  not  give  a 
substantial  picture.  I  am  against  killing 
but  with  1979  nearly  half  completed,  we 
have  killed  more  people  with  liquor-re¬ 
lated  automobile  accidents  than  ever 
before.  Do  we  take  such  a  violent  stand 
on  that  problem? 

I  resent  the  money  spent  by  our  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  to  maintain  per¬ 
sonnel  on  a  national  coalition  to  find  a 
simplistic  solution  to  a  problem  that  is 
more  complex  than  you  present.  I  also 
dislike  your  use  of  the  editorial  pages  of 
our  church  newspaper  to  propagate  in¬ 
formation  that  is  outdated  and  does  not 
reflect  the  opinions  of  people.  I  would  like 
to  have  space  to  answer  your  editorial 
with  the  statistics  which  were  released 
by  the  above  named  legislators. 

James  B.  Palmer 

Wichita  Falls,  Texas 

Controls  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  handgun  control  editorial  was 
well  written  and  clearly  portrayed  the 
desperate  need  for  uniform  and  compre¬ 
hensive  handgun  control  measures 
(TM/UMR,  May  18).  We  are  the  only  in¬ 
dustrialized  nation  without  a  national 
policy  governing  the  manufacture,  sale 
and  possession  of  handguns. 

The  half  million  dollars  you  reported 
as  political  contributions  has  now  been 
listed  as  over  $1  million  by  the  Federal 
Election  Commission.  In  Tennessee,  one 
senator  and  four  house  members  re¬ 
ceived  contributions  from  the  gun  lob¬ 
byists  with  the  highest  amount  being 
$3300.  This  money  is  intended  to  help 
elect  members  to  Congress  who  think 
and  vote  as  the  NRA  and  gun  lobbyists 
wish. 

Sixty  million  handguns  are  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  citizens  in  America.  They  are 
in  closets,  drawers,  glove  compartments 
in  cars,  under  pillows  and  many  carried 
on  the  person.  Ten  thousand  people  are 
being  killed  each  year  in  reported 
murders  and  another  15,000  by  accidents 
and  suicides.  These  deaths  (80  percent) 
are  not  committed  during  a  crime.  The  80 
percent  are  family  related  or  among 
friends  and  acquaintances.  We  may  not 
be  able  to  control  the  passions  of  people 
but  we  can  control  the  weapons. 

If  every  United  Methodist  wrote  his 
congressional  representative  once  d 
month  and  encouraged  a  friend  to  do  so. 
Congress  would  enact  legislation  immed¬ 
iately.  We  shall  continue  to  be  captives  of 
our  own  foolishness  if  we  permit  this 
insane  proliferation  of  handguns  to  go 
unchecked.  It  is  time  we  lived  up  to  the 
high  principles  we  espouse. 

D.  M.  Maillie 

Nashville.  Tennessee 

Facts  distorted 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  in  dismay  your  editorial  on 
handgun  control  (TM/UMR,  May  18).  In 
the  first  place.  I  call  on  you  to  prove  your 
facts.  Your  editorial  is  full  of  distortions 
and  half  truths. 

The  trouble  with  you  so-called  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders  is  that  you  are  so  blind  with 
your  own  self-righteous  attitude,  you 
can’t  see  the  truth.  Guns  don’t  kill 
people:  people  kill  people.  You  big  shots 
in  the  church  spend  too  much  time  and 
energy  getting  convicted  criminals  back 
on  the  streets  just  as  soon  as  possible. 
They  then  go  right  to  work  committing 
more  crime  which  you  find  some  way  to 
justify  and  then  control  me  because  I 
won’t  fight  back. 

Look  into  that  book  of  facts  and  tell  me 
how  many  people  are  killed  by  cars, 
drunk  drivers,  airplanes,  cancer,  heart 
attack  and  on  and  on. 

I  for  one  demand  an  apology  for  that 
stupid  pompous  editorial,  and  unless  I 


see  a  retraction  in  the  next  issue, 
hereby  discontinue  any  money  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  I’ll  give  it  all 
the  NRA  to  fight  you  do-gooders. 

Winthrop  A.  Ames  Jr. 

Horseheads,  New  York 

Editorial  splendid 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  splendid  editorial 
“Handgun  control  legislation  is  needed  to 
reduce  violent  crime.”  I  share  your 
concern  and  your  perspective. 

This  is  probably  an  issue  to  which 
Christians  should  give  prayerful, 
fraternal,  concerted  effort  even  facing 
the  plethora  of  ills  in  our  society. 

Thanks  for  courageously  doing  your 

P31"*’  James  M.  Dunn 

Dallas.  Texas 

Souls  are  the  issue 

To  the  Editor: 

I  simply  am  amazed  at  the  "social 
gospel"  that  oozes  from  the  pages  of  the 
TM/UMR.  Apparently  there  are  many, 
including  the  editor  of  TM/UMR,  who 
believe  man  will  indeed  correct  all  the 
ills  in  this  world  by  himself  without  need 
of  God.  I  refer  to  your  editorial  on  hand¬ 
gun  control  (TM/UMR,  May  18). 

As  Christians,  if  we  were  as  concerned 
about  winning  souls  to  Christ  thereby 
changing  the  hearts  of  people,  as  we  are 
about  gun  control,  the  ERA  and  support¬ 
ing  Marxism  in  Africa,  then  there  would 
be  no  need  for  gun  control  laws  —  the 
problem  would  be  solved. 

Truly,  it  is  too  bad  there  is  a  necessity 
for  people  to  have  to  have  handguns  in 
their  homes  to  protect  themselves  from 
the  violent  criminal  element  in  our 
society.  However,  until  Jesus  comes 
back  and  ushers  in  His  Kingdom  of 
Peace,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  law- 
abiding  citizen  to  be  able  to  defend  him¬ 
self  and  his  family  against  a  lawless 
society  that  has  been  caused  mostly  by 
the  type  of  thinking  of  TM/UMR’s 
editorial  writer. 

When  I  see  the  same  groups  of  people 
—  in  some  cases  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  always  siding  to¬ 
gether  on  the  issues  of  Marxism  in 
Africa,  the  ERA,  gun  control  in  the  US 
and  "rights”  of  homosexuals  in  the 
church,  I  get  very  suspicious.  Frankly,  I 
wonder  just  exactly  where  their  loyalties 
lie.  Be  about  preaching  the  gospel,  and 
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through  the  winning  of  souls  to  Christ,  let 
Jesus  take  care  of  the  changing  of  the 
world-  Connie  J.  Day 

Cleveland,  Tennessee 

Polls  slanted 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  handgun  control,  why  rely 
on  polls  which  can  be  slanted  whichever 
way  you  want  them  to  go. 

Why  not  use  an  actual  vote  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  as  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
where  70  percent  of  the  people  who  voted 
said  “no”  to  gun  registration. 

Forrest  H.  Passer 
Wells,  Minnesota 

Aged  need  handguns 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  sit  alone  in  my  study  in  my  old 
age,  I  depend  upon  the  handgun  as  the 
one  possible  defense,  which  I  can  use 
with  dignity  and  God-given  right,  to  de¬ 
fend  myself. 

In  your  editorial  on  handguns 
(TM/UMR,  May  18),  you  entirely  over¬ 
look  this  need  for  the  aged.  Shame  on 
you!  You  confuse  the  godly  with  the 
shameless  manifestations  of  wrong 
doing  by  the  ungodly. 

I  feel  certain  that  St.  Jerome  in  his 
study,  were  he  living  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  present  day  life,  would  think 
as  I  do  about  the  propriety  of  making  use 
of  such  a  means  (the  keeping  of  a  fire¬ 
arm)  to  give  him  something  of  equality 
in  the  struggle  to  maintain  himself  and  to 
be  able  to  continue  in  the  work  of  God. 


My  Witness 

Death  in  family  is  both 
time  of  loss  and  renewal 


Bv  RUTH  DENNIS 

What  is  a  death  in  the  family?  It  is  both 
the  loss  of  a  beloved  member  and  it  is  the 
renewal  of  family  ties. 

For  us.  the  telephone  message,  “he  is 
gone"  from  our  sister-in-law  gave  an 
immediate  sense  of  relief  that  Frye  had 
been  released  from  the  pain  of  many 
months. 

We  had  seen  him  grow  thinner  and 
thinner  and  endure  many  hours  of 
suffering.  There  were  times  when  he 
could  hardly  talk  because  of  the  hurting. 

In  his  last  months  he  had  found 
strength  to  attend  a  grandson’s  grad¬ 
uation,  to  visit  a  brother  hospital¬ 
ized  in  another  city,  to  take  rare 
vacation  trip  with  his  wife.  In  the  last 
week  of  his  life  he  rallied  to  visit  with  his 
son  and  family  at  a  Sunday  dinner  and  to 
attend  to  some  business  in  the  company 
of  his  son  the  next  day.  Then  the  enemy 
within  took  over  and  each  morning  found 
him  weaker  and  weaker. 

Our  brief  visit  with  him  so  his  wife 
could  get  away  from  her  nursing  duties 
to  do  some  shopping  and  banking  left  us 
numb  with  what  his  disease  had  done  to 
this  much  loved  older  brother.  We  asked 
“why”  and  “how  long?"  We  marveled  at 
the  dedication  and  love  of  Frye’s  wife  as 
she  lifted  the  wasted  body,  spooned  liquid 
down  his  parched  throat,  wipe  his  brow. 
This  visit  left  us  shaken  and  yet  grateful 
we  had  witnessed  the  love  between  these 
two.  We  returned  home  wondering  if  our 
love  would  be  strong  enough  to  meet  such 
a  demanding  challenge  24  hours  a  day 

So  the  death  was  not  unexpected  and 
not  a  time  of  crushing  grief.  We  knew 
Frye  had  left  this  mortal  world  and  we 
would  miss  him  but  we  did  not  wish  him 
back.  But  there  were  moments  when  we 
mourned  the  missed  opportunities  to 
have  known  him  more.  His  death  made 
us  more  conscious  of  our  own  fleeting 
span  of  life  and  we  had  resolves  to  take 
every  advantage  of  those  brief  but  golden 
moments  with  our  family  as  they  are 
offered. 


During  the  visitation  hours  at  the 
funeral  home  we  learned  over  and  over 
again  what  a  kind  man  this  brother  had 
been  and  the  many  people  he  had  visited 
in  his  last  years  —  people  he  visited 
becai  se  he  cared  and  to  whom  he 
listened.  We  learned  from  the  young 
minister  who  shared  many  of  Frye’s  last 
days  of  his  acceptance  of  approaching 
death  and  of  his  long  talks  with  her  on 
many  subjects. 

From  all  of  this  we  took  spiritual 
comfort.  Cousins  came  from  all  branches 
of  the  family  to  pay  their  respects  to  the 
dead  and  to  visit  with  the  living.  There 
was  laughter  at  times  and  there  was  a 
renewal  of  friendship,  a  recounting  of 
personal  events  since  the  last  time 
members  of  the  family  had  been  together 
—  at  another  funeral. 

The  Marthas  of  the  family  and  friends 
responded  to  the  occasion  as  they  have 
since  Jesus’  time,  bringing  gifts  of  food 
to  assist  the  families. 

We  broke  bread  together  in  family 
groups,  feeding  one  the  love  represented 
in  the  casseroles,  cakes  and  other  foods. 
We  took  solace  in  the  floral  tributes, 
knowing  Frye  loved  flowers  and  took 
strength  knowing  that  even  the  least  of 
the  lilies  of  the  field  are  part  of  God's 
creation. 

We  listened  to  the  funeral  service, 
committed  the  loved  one’s  body  to  the 
grave,  and  after  a  few  more  hours  of 
family  conversation  each  of  us  went  our 
separate  ways. 

What  is  a  death  in  a  family0  It  is  a 
break  in  the  chain  of  life  and  it  is  a 
renewal  in  the  chain  of  life  that  binds 
family  and  friends  together  in  Christian 
love  and  compassion.  A  death  in  the 
family  is  an  ending  and  a  continuing:  a 
time  for  grieving  and  a  time  for  loving 
ana  living. 

This  week's  contributor  to  “My 
Witness"  is  Ruth  Dennis,  a  member  of 
the  United  Church  of  Jasper,  in  Jasper. 
New  York. 


This  commitment  of  policy  in  regard  to 
the  keeping  of  firearms  I  shall  maintain 
when  I  sit  in  June  as  a  delegate  to  the 
East  Ohio  Annual  Conference  at  Lake¬ 
side. 

Lynn  M.  Woofter 
Cortland,  Ohio 

Age  limitation? 

To  the  Editor: 

A  Letter  to  the  Editor  in  the  May  18  is¬ 
sue  concerned  age  discrimination  on  the 
local  church’s  administrative  board 
membership.  It  sent  me  straight  to  my 
Discipline,  but  I  couldn’t  find  any  such 
limit.  Is  there  one?  If  so,  can  you  give  me 
the  reference  number? 

Mrs.  Pat  Zee 
Glassboro,  New  Jersey 
Editor’s  Note:  The  letter  in  question 
referred  to  paragraph  244.7  of  the  Dis¬ 
cipline,  which  makes  provision  for  “hon¬ 
orary  members”  of  the  administrative 
board.  We  do  not  understand  that 
reference  to  exclude  persons  72  years 
and  older  from  regular  board  member¬ 
ship.  but  to  exclude  persons  less  than  72 
years  old  from  “honorary  member” 
status. 

What  is  ‘family’? 

To  the  Editor: 

Recent  figures  indicate  that  “the  tradi¬ 
tional  American  family  (father,  non¬ 
working  mother  and  kids)  may  still  be 
the  model  in  our  society,  but  it  is  no 
longer  the  predominant  social  arrange¬ 
ment.  The  U.S.  Statistical  Abstract,  1977, 
reported  that  15.9  percent  of  all  house¬ 
holds  include  a  father  as  sole  wage  earn¬ 
er,  a  mother  as  a  full-time  homemaker 
and  at  least  one  child  (under  18);  18.5  per 
cent  include  both  the  father  and  the 
mother  as  wage  earners,  plus  one  or 
more  children;  30.5  percent  of  house¬ 
holds  consist  of  married  couples  with  no 
children  or  none  at  home;  6.2  percent 
are  headed  by  women  single  parents, 
with  one  or  more  children  at  home;  .6  per 
cent  are  headed  by  single-parent  males, 
with  one  or  more  children  at  home;  2.5 
percent  consist  of  unrelated  persons 
living  together;  20.6  are  single-person 
households  (of  these,  almost  a  third  are 
women  over  65,  more  than  a  third  of 
whom  live  below  the  federal  poverty 
level);  the  remaining  5.3  percent  consist 
of  female-  or  male-headed  households 
that  include  relatives  other  than  spouses 
or  children.”  (Ms.,  August,  1978). 

Given  the  above  reality,  how  much  of 
our  church’s  lifestyle  and  programming 
is  geared  to  only  the  first  and  maybe  the 
second  groups?  Evangelism  may  consist 
more  of  inreach,  renewal  and  program 
creativity  for  pluralism,  than  it  does  in 
outreach,  persuasion  and  God-talk! 

Dave  Steffenson 
Green  Bay,  Wisconsin 


John  Peel 

has  led  me  to  share  some  concerns  I  have 
for  youth  ministry.  (1)  Are  we  trying  to 
help  a  generation  with  untold  problems 
see  what  Christ  can  mean  for  them,  or 
are  we  simply  interested  in  gathering  up 
large  numbers  of  youth  to  “keep  them  off 
the  streets?”  (2)  Is  it  possible  to  have  an 
on-going  direction  or  plan  to  a  program 
that  changes  directors  every  year?  (3)  Is 
the  youth  program  a  part  of  the  on-going 
program  of  the  church? 

My  observation  is  that  much  too  often 
the  direction  or  plan  of  a  program  is  . 
determined  on  a  week-by-week  basis.; 
with  the  question:  "What  can  we  do> 
tonight  for  a  program?”  With  this  kind  of 
haphazard,  hit  and  miss  approach,  it  is 
difficult  to  help  a  group  grow  in  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ.  I  know  it  is  difficult  to  take 
every  group  of  young  people  and  plunge 
them  into  a  Bible  study  .  Some  will  say.  “I 
am  not  interested  in  studying  the  Bible." 
But  I  feel  we  have  failed  them  and  the 
church  if  we  do  not  have  a  plan  and  time 
schedule  that  we  hope  will  move  the 
group  along.  We  have  to  take  a  group  as 
they  are,  set  some  goals  with  them  —  or 
at  least  with  the  leadership  of  the  group 
—  and  encourage  them  to  explore  the 
meaning  of  a  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  I 
believe  that  Christ  can  be  helpful  to  this 
group  of  people  who  have  some  weighty ' 
decisions  to  make. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  problems  to 
giving  a  youth  program  some  direction  is 
the  concept  of  the  “youth  minister" 
whose  main  qualifications  are  youth  and 
the  ability  to  speak  their  language.  I 
have  been  through  the  process  and 
witnessed  churches  looking  for  a  part- 
time  person  or  a  seminary  student,  or  at 
least  a  young  associate  who  can  get  our 
kids  involved.  I  am  not  knocking  these 
folks  who  are  generally  very  dedicated, 
but  with  these  qualifications,  tend  to 
have  short  tenures  on  the  job.  The  ‘  ‘youth 
minister”  very  rarely  is  able  to  see  a 
.ninth  grader  become  a  senior,  and  as  a 
result,  those  youth  whom  we  are  so 
concerned  about  have  a  different  leader 
each  year  with  the  program  taking  180 
degree  turns  in  emphasis  and  direction. 

It  is  time  we  think  of  giving  our  youth 
programs  some  stability  which  will  allow 
a  group  to  grow  together  in  their 
knowledge  of  the  love  of  God.  A  youth 
program  cannot  be  bought  with  the 
addition  of  a  “nice  young  man”  to  our 
staff.  The  program  must  struggle  with 
the  unique  needs  of  given  church,  taking 
the  youth  where  they  are,  and  setting  the 
goals  of  movement  to  a  fuller 
understanding  of  what  a  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  can  mean.  It  takes  time,  energy 
and  the  recognition  that  youth  need  more 
than  entertainment. 

Too  often,  we  have  taken  the  attitude 
that  a  person  has  to  be  at  least  18  or  20 
before  he  can  really  know  what  religion 
is  all  about.  We  see  teenagers  these  days 
as  weird.  We  can  let  them  serve  in  the 
working  processes  of  the  church  when 
they  get  older.  Why  is  the  church  missing 
the  young  adult,  we  ask.  Maybe  it  is 
because  we  have  said  to  our  youth  —  we 
have  a  babysitter  to  keep  you  occupied 
until  you  are  old  enough  to  count.  It  is 
time  we  set  aside  this  paternalistic 
attitude.  We  must  allow  the  children  in 
our  church  to  progress  from  the  Bible 
stories  of  David  and  Goliath  to  a  vital 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  that  speaks  to  all  the 
problems  of  drugs,  sex,  peer  pressure, 
etc.  they  have  to  face.  Jesus  said,  “Let 
the  children  come  to  me."  He  recognized 
the  things  young  people  have  to  offer  and 
followed  up  in  saying,  “to  such  belongs 
the  Kingdom."  Let  us  be  about  the  task 
by  integrating  our  youth  program  into 
the  total  life  of  the  church.  We  might 
even  come  to  the  realization  that  those 
“kids"  might  just  be  able  to  minister  to 
us  “over  the  hill  gang”  if  we  will  just  give 
them  the  opportunity  and  direction. 

Youth  ministry  is  a  perplexing,  frus¬ 
trating  and  sometimes  rewarding  enter¬ 
prise.  We  have  too  often  backed  off  from 
or  simply  reverted  to  the  charismatic 
charm  of  a  youth  minister  who  is  to  bring 
the  young  in.  We  need  to  struggle  with 
the  task  of  translating  our  faith  to  this 
group  of  people.  I  know  there  are  some 
good  things  going  on  in  youth  ministry,  to 
which  I  say  right  on,  and  please  share 
those  things.  My  trip  to  Kansas  City  and 
work  as  District  Youth  Coordinator  has 
reaffirmed  and  strengthened  my  com¬ 
mitment  to  making  a  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  a  live  option  for  our  youth. 

This  week's  contributor  to  “ Here  I 
Stand "  is  the  Rev.  John  Peel,  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Bowie.  Texas  (North  Texas 
Annual  Conference). 


SUMMER  AT  SCARRITT 

1979 

CENTER  OF  WOMEN’S  STUDIES 

Concerned  with  the  development  of  leadership  among 
women,  the  Center  provides  opportunities  to  develop 
skills  necessary  for  understanding  and  responding  to 
issues  related  to  women’s  experiences  in  Church  and 
society.  Come  join  us  this  summer  for: 

•  Pastoral  Counseling  in  the  Parish 

June  25-29 

•  Seminar/Workshop:  Women  and  Worship 

July  9-27 

•  Conference  on  Women  and  Worship 

July  13-15 


Yes,  I  am  interested  in  what  Summer  at  Scarritt  ’79  has  to  offer.  Please 
send  me  the  following  brochure(s): 

Degree  Programs  □  jCenter  of  Women’s  Studies  Programs  □ 

~  of  Contin  ‘ 


Center 
Name  _ 
Address 

umr3 


_  ams  □ 

Continuing  Education  Programs  □ 


(Street)  (City)  (State) 

Mail  to:  Summer  at  Scarritt,  Scarritt  College, 
P.O.  Box  12334,  Nashville,  TN  37212. 


(Zip) 
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Famed  evangelists  to  highlight  national  UM  congress 

9 


Oral  Roberts 


Alan  Walker 


Billy  Grahan 


TULSA,  Okla.  (UMC)  —  Billy  Graham  and  Oral  Roberts  will 
be  joined  by  well-known  evangelists  from  three  other  countries 
here  Jan.  1-4, 1980,  for  a  national  United  Methodist  Congress  on 
Evangelism. 

Dr.  Graham  will  keynote  the  event  with  an  evening  address 
on  New  Year’s  Day  at  a  public  meeting  in  Oral  Roberts 
University’s  Mabee  Center.  Other  sessions  of  the  congress  will 
also  be  held  on  the  university  campus. 

The  list  of  speakers  includes  Alan  Walker.  Australian 
evangelist  who  is  now  director  of  world  evangelism  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council;  Samuel  Kamaleson,  a  native  of 
India  who  is  vice-president-at-large  of  World  Vision,  a 
California-based  evangelical  relief  organization;  and  South 
American  Evangelist  Louis  Palau  of  Argentina. 

Other  guest  speakers  will  include  Charles  Allen,  pastor  of 
United  Methodism’s  largest  congregation,  First  Church  of 
Houston;  Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson  of  Richmond,  Va..  past 
president  of  the  denomination’s  Council  of  Bishops  who 
currently  is  president  of  the  Nashville-based  Board  of 
Discipleship;  and  Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis,  Columbia,  S.C.. 
chairman  of  the  board’s  evangelism  section. 

Sponsoring  the  congress  is  the  United  Methodist  Council  on 
Evangelism,  a  fellowship  of  evangelism  leaders  and  affiliated 


with  the  Board  of  Discipleship  The  Rev  Charles  D.  Whittle, 
pastor  of  First  UMC.  Abilene,  Texas,  is  president  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Whittle  said  the  purpose  of  the  meeting  will  be  to  “help 
God  launch  through  the  United  Methodist  Church  a  new  thrust 
in  witnessing,  enlisting,  developing  and  equipping  disciples  for 
Jesus  Christ.’’ 

Twenty-five  “conferences"  will  be  held  under  the  congress 
theme  “Christ’s  Church  to  the  World,  Turning  the  World  to 
Christ"  on  such  topics  as:  the  church  school,  mass  media, 
biblical  theology,  stewardship,  worship,  the  "church  growth 
movement,"  the  “shepherding  plan,"  “relational  evange¬ 
lism"  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  There  will  be  special  “confer¬ 
ences”  for  those  interested  in  evangelism  in  relationship  to 
children,  youth,  single  persons,  women,  families  and  ethnic 
minority  persons. 

Mr.  Whittle  said  he  anticipates  as  many  as  3,000  registrants 
for  the  congress.  At  the  last  such  congress,  held  in  Miami 
Beach,  Fla.,  January  1978.  attendance  exceeded  2,000  persons. 

Registration  information  is  being  sent  to  annual  conference 
and  district  evangelism  leaders.  Or,  persons  may  write  to: 
Congress  on  Evangelism.  P.  O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202. 


UMs  oppose  death  penalty 

While  some  call  for  halt  to  i sanctioned  violence,9  others  disagree 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

STARKE,  Fla.  —  The  execution  of 
John  A.  Spenkelink  in  the  electric  chair 
here  May  25  drew  opposition  to  the  death 
penalty  from  a  number  of  United 
Methodist  leaders  last  week. 

•  Expressing  the  church’s  official  posi¬ 
tion  on  capital  punishment  —  that  “the 
death  penalty  gives  official  sanction  to  a 
climate  of  violence”  —  telegrams  were 
sent  to  Florida  Gov.  Robert  Graham 
urging  him  before-hand  to  stay  the 
execution  and  afterward  urging  him  to 
halt  executions  scheduled  to  occur  in 
Florida.  The  telegrams  were  sent  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  the  president  and 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

•  A  group  of  United  Methodist  pastors 
and  concerned  laymembers  of  the 
Gainesville  District,  where  the  prison  is 
located,  joined  with  400  other  persons 
outside  the  prison  walls  one  evening  last 
week  to  express  their  concern  about  “the 
opening  of  the  floodgate  of  executions,” 
the  Rev.  Harold  Buell,  Gainesville 
district  superintendent  told  TM/UMR. 

•  During  the  closing  session  of  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference  June  1. 
members  called  on  the  governor  of 
Florida  to  establish  a  special 
commission  to  develop  alternatives  to 
capital  punishment.  They  also  called  on 
their  own  conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  to  undertake  a  study  this 
year  on  alternatives  to  the  death  penalty 
and  to  bring  recommendations  to  the 


next  annual  conference. 

•  Dr.  Harold  DeWolf  of  Lakeland, 
Fla.,  a  UM  theologian  and  expert  on 
criminal  justice,  expressed  his  views 
against  capital  punishment  in  a  letter  to 
the  governor. 

Bishops*  message 

The  message  from  the  bishops,  sent  by 
their  secretary,  Bishop  James  K. 
Matthews  of  the  Baltimore  Area,  quoted 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  1976 
General  Conference:  “The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  convinced  that  the 
nation’s  leaders  should  direct  attention 
to  the  improvement  of  the  total  criminal 
justice  system  and  to  the  elimination  of 
the  social  conditions  which  breed  crime 
and  disorder  .  .  .  The  use  of  the  death 
penalty  gives  official  sanction  to  a 
climate  of  violence  .  .  .  The  UMC  is  in 
opposition  to  the  use  of  capital 
punishment  and  urges  its  abolition." 

Mr.  Spenkelink’s  execution  in  the 
Florida  State  prison  here  took  place  less 
than  one-half  an  hour  after  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court,  by  a  vote  of  6-2,  rejected 
a  last-minute  request  to  stay  the 
sentence  of  the  30-year-old  drifter  who 
killed  a  fellow  vagrant  in  1973. 

His  was  the  first  unwilling  death  by 
execution  in  the  United  States  since  1967. 
Convicted  murderer  Gary  Gilmore, 
insisting  that  he  be  killed,  was  shot  to 
death  by  a  Utah  firing  squad  in  January 
1977. 

At  present  in  the  United  States  some 
500  prisoners  are  on  death  row  in  24 


Prison  minister  urges 
church  to  help  ex-con 


By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — If  ex-convicts  are 
to  be  helped  to  begin  new  lives  and  to 
remain  out  of  prison,  the  church  must 
take  the  lead.  And  the  church  must  start 
inside  the  prison,  so  thinks  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Oklahoma 
conference  prison  minister,  the  Rev. 
William  Bentley. 

That  is  no  easy  task  in  a  state  that 
imprisons  more  persons  ( mostly  for  non¬ 
violent  crimes)  than  any  other  state  in 
the  U.S.  and  one  that  has  always  favored 
capital  punishment,  he  added. 

“No  organization  has  more  business 
behind  the  walls  of  the  prison  than  the 
church."  Mr.  Bentley  told  TM/UMR, 
"because  the  church  is  the  mother  of  the 
prison  system  in  the  U.S."  The  first 
prison  in  this  country  was  founded  by  the 
Quakers.  Mr.  Bentley  also  cited  John 
Wesley’s  involvement  with  the 
i mprisoned  and  downtrodden. 

Mr.  Bentley  travels  among  four 
Oklahoma  institutions  each  week.  —  750 
miles  to  two  walled  prisons  and  two 
community  centers.  He  counsels,  he 
said,  about  75  persons  at  each  institution 
who  come  to  him  voluntarily.  Through 
his  contact  with  offenders,  especially 
younger  ones,  he  hopes  they  will  not 
return  to  criminal  activity  and  prison 
after  release. 

The  church  and  community  must  help, 
he  stressed.  “They’re  coming  back  to  us 
—they  will  make  or  break  it  on  our  soil. 
If  the  return  rate  is  to  be  reduced,  it  has 
to  happen  in  the  community."  The  "no¬ 
talk  rule"  which  usually  exists  between 
ex-convicts  and  church  members  has  to 
be  broken,  he  said. 

A  recently  incorporated  organization 
in  the  state  which  Mr.  Bentley  was 
instrumental  in  starting  is  Ex-Cons 
Anonymous,  a  self-help  organization  for 
released  offenders  and  potential 
releasees  behind  the  walls.  Churches  can 
get  involved  by  sponsoring  chapters 
locally,  a  system  comparable  to  the  way 
churches  sponsor  Boy  Scout  troops,  he 
said. 

Chapters  provide  a  support  community 


for  the  released  prisoners  and  their 
families  and  help  them  find  new  ways  of 
coping  with  life  outside.  It  is  a  non-profit 
organization,  he  said,  but  monthly  dues 
are  charged  to  cover  use  of  facilities  for 
meetings  and  for  a  loan  fund  to  aid  ex¬ 
offenders  secure  bank  loans. 

Getting  more  local  churches  involved 
in  direct  prison  ministry  is  a  task  being 
addressed  by  the  committee  that  works 
with  his  program,  the  Prison  Ministry 
Committee  of  the  Oklahoma  conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  "We  are 
encouraging  local  churches  and  pastors 
to  relate  to  the  correctional  institutions 
in  their  communities,"  said  chairperson, 
the  Rev.  John  Price. 

The  conference  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  also  has  groups  that  are  involved 
in  the  criminal  justice  area  and  the 
abolition  of  capital  punishment  in 
Oklahoma. 

A  speakers  bureau  was  organized 
several  years  ago.  whose  members 
travel  around  the  state,  informing  people 
about  the  case  against  capital 
punishment.  They  will  soon  publish  a 
booklet  on  the  subject. 

Although  the  state  legislature  recently 
reaffirmed  capital  punishment,  speakers 
bureau  coordinator  and  booklet  editor 
the  Rev.  Phil  Wohl  said  the  bureau  is  at 
least  exposing  people  to  the  other  side  of 
the  issue,  and  helping  them  make 
informed  decisions  rather  than  decisions 
based  on  false  notions  and  hearsay. 

The  social  action  board  recently 
sponsored  a  criminal  justice  convocation 
which  brought  together  persons  from 
state  government,  civic  organizations 
and  the  church  to  discuss  the  criminal 
justice  system  (see  TM/UMR,  May  11). 


states,  with  Florida,  Texas  and  Georgia 
accounting  for  more  than  300  of  them. 
Florida  has  135  on  death  row,  more  than 
any  other  state. 

Death  penalty  favored 

Contrary  to  the  official  church 
position,  however,  a  large  number  of 
United  Methodists  seem  to  favor  the 
death  penalty.  The  results  of  a  TM/UMR 
reader  survey  in  1977  closely  paralleled 
those  of  a  Louis  Harris  poll  taken  at 
about  the  same  time,  in  which  67  percent 
of  Americans  were  reported  to  favor 
capital  punishment.  This  was  a  dramatic 
increase  from  the  59  percent  who 
supported  use  of  the  death  penalty  in  1973 
and  the  47  percent  in  1965. 

A  69  percent  majority  of  United 
Methodists  favored  use  of  the  death 
penalty  while  26  percent  said  no  and  five 
percent  were  undecided  in  the  TM/UMR 
results. 

A  United  Methodist  who  said  he  speaks 
only  for  himself  but  who  "guesses"  his 
view  in  favor  of  capital  punishment 
would  be  supported  by  a  majority  of 
conservative  UM’s,  is  the  Rev.  Charles 
Keysor,  a  leader  of  the  unofficial 
evangelical  “Good  News”  movement  in 
the  church.  He  told  TM/UMR  he  bases 
his  argument  on  Romans  13:1-7  which 
says  God  has  ordained  secular  authority 
to  help  keep  evil  in  check  and  “capital 
punishment  comes  under  that.” 

Dr.  Paul  Mickey,  a  professor  of  pastor¬ 
al  counseling  at  Duke  Divinity  School, 
Durham,  N.C.  and  the  president  of 
“Good  News,"-  told  TM/UMR  that 
although  “capital  punishment  and 
abortion  are  two  issues  on  which  there  is 
no  agreement  in  the  organization,”  he  is 
“not  surprised”  that  so  many  UM’s  favor 
the  death  penalty.  “People  are  really 
frustrated  with  the  fact  that  so  many 
abusers  of  social  privileges  willfully 
break  the  law  and  nothing  happens.  They 
feel  too  many  people  are  getting  off  the 
hook  and  society  has  to  get  a  handle  on 
demanding  responsibility  of  its  mem¬ 
bers.  The  ultimate  way  of  expressing 
this  is  the  death  penalty.  ’’ 

Expert  disagrees 

However,  Dr.  Harold  DeWolf.  a 
criminal  justice  expert,  told  TM/UMR 
“the  sad  thing  about  the  (Spenkelink) 
execution  is  that  so  many  people  feel  that 
•at  last  we’re  doing  something  about 
crime.’  ” 

He  said  several  well-documented 
studies  offer  no  evidence  that  the  death 
penalty  reduces  the  rate  of  murder  at  all 
in  comparisons  of  states  that  have  used 
capital  punishment  with  those  nearby 
states  that  have  not. 

“The  fact  is  that  most  people  who 
refrain  from  violent  crime  are  not 
restrained  by  fear  of  execution  but  out  of 
their  respect  for  life.  We  don’t  increase 
respect  for  life  by  the  state’s  violently 
taking  it." 

He  pointed  out  a  definite  relationship 
appears  to  exist  between  the  rate  of 
murder  in  a  state  and  the  prevalence  of 
vindictive,  violent  attitudes.  In  other 
words,  populations  clamoring  the  loudest 
for  capital  punishment  also  tend  to  have 
the  highest  murder  rates.  Georgia,  for 
example,  he  said,  has  executed  more 
people  since  1900  than  any  state  and  has 
consistently  had  the  highest  rate  of 
murders  during  most  of  this  century. 

And  Florida,  he  said,  has  a  murder 
rate  five  times  that  of  Wisconsin  which 
abolished  capital  punishment  in  1853 
This  cannot  be  blamed  on  a  larger  black 


population,  he  said,  because  “blacks  are 
not  committing  more  murders  —  per 
100,000  population  —  than  whites.” 

As  a  frequent  lecturer  on  criminal 
justice,  Dr.  DeWolf  said  he  is  almost 
invariably  challenged  from  the  audience 
by  persons  who  accuse  him  of 
disregarding  the  biblical  injunction  to 
take  “an  eye-for-an-eye.” 

“The  Old  Testament  law  does  say  ‘an 
eye-for-an-eye,’  but  Jesus  directly 
quoted  that  passage  and  denounced  it  in 
his  teaching  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,"  (Matt.  5:21-26). 

Will  public  opinion  swing  the  other  way 
again  on  the  use  of  the  death  penalty,  as 
it  has  in  cycles  for  almost  300  years  of 
American  history?  “It  is  very  hard  to 
predict,”  Dr.  DeWolf  said.  “But  if  the 
wheels  really  begin  to  roll  in  Florida  — 
with  one  execution  after  another  —  there 
may  be  an  outpouring  of  horror  from  all 
over  the  world.  The  vivid  descriptions  of 
executions  will  sicken  others.  But,  most 
of  all,  people  will  learn  that  the 
reinstatement  of  capital  punishment 
does  not  reduce  the  crime  rate.” 


ESPANOLA,  N.M.  —  Like  manna  from  heaven,  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Campbell’s  labels  piled  up  everywhere  here  at  the  McCurdy  Schools  for  mothers, 
students  and  staff  members  to  process.  They  took  care  of  the  pile-up  by  turning  it  into 
fun  at  a  "label-processing  party.”  The  labels  have  brought  dozens  of  pieces  of 
playground  and  classroom  equipment  to  the  lrM  mission  school. 

MCCl'RDY  SCHOOI_S  PHOTO 
TM/l'WR  OR  AWING  BY  nAVIOTOSH 


McCurdy  Schools  benefit 


Behold  —  the  ‘lowly’  label 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
vSenior  Staff  Writer 

ESPANOLA,  N.M.  —  Manna  from 
heaven  they’re  not,  but  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  soup-can  labels  and  green 
stamps  have  worked  near-miracles  here 
at  the  United  Methodist-related  McCurdy 
Schools. 

The  northern  New  Mexico  campus  with 

Arkansas  to 
joinTM/UMR 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

FORT  SMITH  and  HOT  SPRINGS, 
Ark.  —  Members  of  the  North  Arkansas 
and  Little  Rock  Annual  Conferences 
voted  at  their  sessions  in  late  May  to 
begin  publishing  “The  Arkansas 
Methodist"  newspaper  as  an  edition  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

“The  Arkansas  Methodist”  is  now  in  its 
98th  year  of  publication.  Until  April  of 
this  year,  it  had  been  published  weekly 
throughout  its  entire  existence. 
Financial  difficulties,  resulting  primar¬ 
ily  from  escalating  postal  rates,  forced 
the  paper  to  be  reduced  to  bi-weekly 
publication  at  that  time. 

As  an  edition  of  the  Reporter.  United 
Methodism’s  Arkansas  Area  publication 
will  resume  weekly  frequency,  and  will 
be  distributed  to  a  minimum  of  12,000 
homes.  Arkansas  Area  officials 
predicted,  however,  that  the  paper's 
circulation  total  would  substantially 
exceed  this  number  through  the  sale  of 
additional  subscriptions  and  through 
local  church  editions 

The  change  in  format  for  “The 
Arkansas  Methodist"  was  one  part  of  a 
comprehensive  area  communications 
plan  approved  by  the  two  annual 
conferences.  The  plan  is  designed  to 
maintain  a  strong,  independent  news 
publication  for  United  Methodists  in 
Arkansas  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
improve  communication  with  persons 
outside  the  church  through  such  means 
as  television  spot  announcements  and 
frequent  interaction  with  the  public  news 
media. 


an  enrollment  of  600  students  in 
elementary,  secondary  and  nursing 
schools  will  soon  be  the  proud  owner  of  a 
new  60-passenger  school  activity  bus  — 
the  result  of  converting  9,150  books  of  S&H 
Green  Stamps  into  cash. 

Further.  623,460  Campbell  Soup  CD 
labels  have  already  replaced  wornout 
athletic  equipment  as  well  as  adding 
audio-visual  equipment,  portable  type¬ 
writers,  reference  books  and  dictionaries, 
microscopes  and  musical  instruments  to 
the  class  rooms. 

The  mobilizing  force  behind  these 
happy  transformations  is  a  volunteer 
mother  of  two  students  and  one  alumnus 
who  told  TM/UMR  it  all  started  three 
years  ago  when  she  “opened  her  big 
mouth  again." 

Betty  Smith  said  she  saw  a  little 
advertisement  for  the  Campbell  Labels 
for  Education  program  and  asked  the 
school’s  superintendent.  Dale  Robinson, 
“if  we  could  do  it.”  He  gave  her  the  go- 
ahead  and  apparently  unleashed  a 
deluge  of  support  from  interested 
backers  of  the  school  all  across  the 
nation  who  pitched  in  to  help. 

For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  the 
McCurdy  Schools  have  sent  in  more 
labels  than  any  other  school  to  the 
program,  a  spokesperson  for  Campbell 
Labels  for  Education  told  Mrs.  Smith 

The  school’s  monthly  newsletter, 
which  goes  to  a  mailing  list  of  30,000,  is 
the  only  publicity  the  label  and  stamp 
projects  seem  to  need,  Mrs.  Smith  said 

Bob  First,  the  school’s  financial 
officer,  told  TM/UMR  the  coupon 
program  is  “a  beautiful  program"  in  two 
ways:  (1)  it  is  an  opportunity  for  people 
who  don’t  have  much  money  to 
participate  in  mission,  and  (2)  the 
projects  provide  some  of  the  supple¬ 


mentary  items  for  the  teachers  that 
cannot  be  included  in  the  regular  — 
and  strict— budget. 

A  mission  program  of  the  former 
United  Brethren  Church,  one  of  the 
forerunners  of  United  Methodism,  the 
McCurdy  Schools  were  originally  started 
in  1912  to  serve  the  Spanish-American 
population.  About  one-half  of  the 
enrollment  is  Hispanic  today  with  the 
balance  Anglo  and  Native  American. 
Located  in  Rio  Arriva  County,  which  is 
reputed  to  be  one  of  the  nation's  poorest 
counties  with  unemployment  over  25 
percent  and  over  half  the  population 
living  below  the  federal  poverty  level, 
the  schools  continue  to  provide  high 
quality  education  in  a  Christian 
atmosphere.  More  than  60  percent  of  the 
students  require  some  financial 
assistance 

The  McCurdy  Schools  depend  heavily 
on  United  Methodists  for  their  on-going 
operations,  Mr.  First  said.  Ap¬ 
proximately  two-thirds  of  the  $1.2 
million  budget  comes  from  outside  New 
Mexico,  he  said,  through  direct  gifts, 
appropriations  through  the  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  Advance  Special 
(“second-mile")  giving.  One-third  of  the 
actual  costs  come  from  tuition,  and  room 
and  board  fees. 

Two  ingredients  have  been  vital  to  the 
success  of  McCurdy’s  campaigns,  Mrs. 
Smith  said.  One  is  the  willingness  of 
hundreds  of  persons  to  supply  the  labels. 
The  second  is  the  willingness  of  volun¬ 
teer  parents  and  students  at  McCurdy 
to  “cut  and  trim  and  bundle"  the  labels 
for  shipping. 

And.  that  is  no  small  task.  As  Mr.  First 
noted,  “We  are  virtually  buried  in 
labels”  during  the  campaigns 


People  in  the  news... 


BIBLE  LIVES 
OF 

FAITH 

INTRODUCTORY 
PACKET — 2.25 

At  last  adults  can  study  about  real  life  men  and 
women  keeping  faith  with  God!  Our  Introductory 
Packet  previews  this  exciting  new  series,  with  both 
student  and  resource  books  for  Abraham,  plus 
biography  teaching  guide,  plus  free  concordance 
of  every  Bible  reference  to  Abraham.  Hurry/, 
quantities  limited,  order  today /!  #9977 

Order  from  your 
Regional  Service  Center 


One  of  Heaven’s  Angels 

Relax.  That  black-jacketed 
motorcyclist  zooming  up  behind  you 
on  the  highway  is  not  a  Hell’s  Angel 
running  rampant  through  North 
Dakota.  Instead,  he’s  one  of 
“Heaven’s  Angels,"  the  Rev.  J.  G. 
Sort  land,  delivering  the  Good  News. 
The  70-year-old  retired  United 
Methodist  minister  has  moved  his 
ministry  from  the  pulpit  to  the  road. 
His  MotoGuzzi  takes  him  throughout 
the  state,  where,  he  says  after 
meeting  new  people,  he  finds  "an 
opportunity  of  giving  my  witness  for 
my  Lord." 

Ecumenical  one-upmanship 

When  April  didn’t  bring  spring  for 
many  Minnesotans,  the  Rev.  John 
Harris  of  the  Chisholm  UMC  placed 


on  the  snow-covered  outdoor  church 
sign:  "Spring  is  coming!  How  long,  O 
Lord9"  A  few  days  later,  the  pastor  of 
Faith  Lutheran  Church  directly 
across  the  street  called  to  suggest  Mr. 
Harris  look  at  their  sign.  It  read:  “Be 
patient,  for  with  the  Lord  ‘A  thousand 
years  are  like  one  day’.” 

Sick  of  church  .  .  .  oops! 

The  announcement  in  the  worship 
bulletin  for  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Raymondville,  Texas  read: 
“There  are  tapes  available  for  shut 
in’s  or  those  who  are  sick  of  the 
Sunday  services  .  .  .  "  Oops!  “The 
Hurried  Secretary."  Judy  Swayze, 
confessed  to  the  blooper.  She  said  it 
should  have  read:  “There  are  tapes 
available  of  the  Sunday  services  for  . 
those  who  are  shut-in’s  or  sick  .  .  ”  j 


THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  FOR 

UNITED  METHODISTS 

INTERESTED  IN 

CHARISMATIC 

RENEWAL 

Aldersgate  79,  initiated  by  the  United  Methodist  Renewal 
Services  Fellowship,  will  feature  dozens  of  leaders  in  the 
Charismatic  Renewal  including  Tommy  Tyson,  Ross  Whet¬ 
stone,  Robert  Tuttle,  Jr.,  Fr.  Francis  MacNutt,  Robert 
Stamps,  Maxie  Dunnam,  and  many  more.  Over  5,000  people 
are  expected  to  participate  in  daily  teaching,  prayer  and 
praise,  fourteen  workshops,  and  evening  rallies  filled  with 
praise,  prayer,  music,  preaching,  and  healing.  Special  "Bible 
Bowl"  children's  program  by  Dr.  Jack  Grayv 

AUGUST  9-12,  1979 
LOUISVILLE,  KY 

WRITE  FOR 
DETAILS, 

P.O.  BOX  50086, 

NASHVILLE,  TN 
37205 
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A  caligrapher  in 
Hyderbad.  Paki¬ 
stan  (left)  writes 
out  a  Bible  transla¬ 
tion  manuscript  in 
large  script  to  be 
etched  on  zinc  for 
printing.  He  is  a 
part  of  an  evan¬ 
gelistic  effort  to 
reach  thousands  of 
Sindhi  tribes  who 
have  never  heard  of 
Jesus.  A  group  of 
musicians  (right) 
are  writing  lyrics 
centered  on  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  composing 
music  on  the  tam- 
bura  which  will  be 
played  on  tape  to 
the  tribal  people. 
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In  Hyderbad,  Pakistan 


HELEN  KROMER  PIIOTOS 


Bible  readied  for  outcastes 


By  HELEN  KROMER 

HYDERABAD.  Pakistan  —  On  any 
bright  weekday  here  in  the  heart  of  the 
Sind  tribal  area,  one  can  go  behind  St. 
Thomas  Church  (which  once  held  an 
English  military  congregation  and  now 
houses  a  Bible  Training  Institute  and  a 
congregation  of  the  Church  of  Pakistan) 
and  find  a  rectangular  building  with  its 
row  of  cubicles  open  to  the  sun.  Inside  sit 
a  collection  of  people  Bible-translating, 
song-writing  and  script-copying. 

They  are  part  of  a  vigorous 
evangelistic  program  "to  reach  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  the 
desert  who  have  not  yet  heard  the  name 
of  Jesus.”  They  are  preparing  materials 
in  a  language  called  Hindi-Sindhi  for  the 
Hindu  portion  of  the  Sindhi  tribesmen. 

The  Province  of  Sind,  an  important 
part  of  the  ancient  Indus  Valley 
Civilization,  is  an  area  58,000  square 
miles  with  an  estimated  population  of  13 
million  —  95  percent  Muslim  with 
Persian  and  Arabic  roots.  The  remaining 
five  percent  migrated  from  India  60 
years  ago  and  speak  a  Hindi-Sindhi 
language  with  the  Hindu  terminology  of 
the  northern  part  of  India.  Four  and  one- 
half  percent  are  Hindu  and  the 
remaining  one-half  percent  are 
Christians  who  have  converted  from  this 
group. 

The  Hindu  tribes  (Kholi.  Bhil, 
Mengwars,  Oads,  etc.)  are  considered 
outcastes.  They  are  scattered  and 
grouped  according  to  status  and  caste  — 
10  to  15  families  living  together  in  their 
village  enclosures  surrounded  by  thorn- 
bush  fences.  The  majority  are  illiterate 


and  underemployed.  —  farmers,  or 
carpenters,  shoemakers  and  metal 
workers. 

It  is  among  these  tribesmen  that  two 
pastors  and  nine  evangelists  are  at  work, 
their  support  coming  from  the  Church  of 
Pakistan  which  is  made  up  of  Anglicans, 
Scotch  Presbyterians,  Norwegian 
Lutherans  and  American  Methodists. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  USA 
supports  this  program  through  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  World  Division. 

To  a  Hindu  people  who  believe  in  many 
gods,  the  evangelists  talk  about  the 
uniqueness  of  Christ.  To  those  caught  in 
the  caste  system,  they  talk  about  all  men 
being  God’s  sons.  Using  pictures  they 
speak  of  sin  and  salvation.  Using  tribal 
tunes  they  sing  about  birth,  miracles,  the 
cross  and  resurrection. 

But  most  of  all  they  have  need  of  a 
Bible  and  Bible  primers  in  the  Hindi- 
Sindhi  tongue. 

Mr  Fred  Stock,  Presbyterian 
missionary  in  Pakistan  since  1971,  who 
has  been  doing  research  and  study  into 
Sindhi  customs  and  cultures,  points  out 
that  Hindu  people  want  to  remain  in  their 
own  Indian  context.  They  are  put  off  by 
Islamic  terminology,  but  the  only 
translated  Bible  in  Sindhi  uses  the  Arabic 
terms  for  God,  worship,  prayer  and 
other  biblical  concepts.  Even  the 
illustrations  have  a  Muslim  cast. 

Thus  the  decision  was  made  for  Mr. 
Stock  to  act  as  chief  translator  of  a  new 
Hindi-Sindhi  Bible,  to  call  in  speakers 
from  the  different  tribes,  to  consult  with 
the  Pakistan  Bible  Society  and  the 
United  Bible  Societies  of  the  World,  and 


Two  editorials  differ  on 
Muzorewa  government 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 
United  Methodist  Communications 
NEW  YORK  —  "Reluctantly  — 
because,  after  all,  a  brother  United 
Methodist  bishop  whom  we  greatly 
admire  has  been  elected  prime  minister 
—  we  must  conclude  that  it  would  not  be 
wise  for  the  United  States  to  drop 
sanctions  (against  Rhodesia)  at  this 
time,”  states  one  United  Methodist 
publication. 

".  .we  hope  United  Methodists  will 
support  efforts  in  the  U.S.  Congress  to 
end  economic  sanctions  against 
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia,  in  order  to  give  the 
new  government  every  chance  to  prove 
itself,’’  says  another  denominational 
publication. 

The  two  editorials  —  the  former  in  the 
June  issue  of  the  church’s  mission 
magazine  “New  World  Outlook,”  the 
latter  in  the  May  11  issue  of  the  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter 
(TM/UMR).  represent  the  wide 
disparity  of  views  within  United 
Methodism  on  developments  in 
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia . 

While  the  issue  of  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment’s  support  for  the  United  Nations- 
imposed  economic  sanctions  against 
the  southern  African  nation  is  the  major 
debate  among  many  Americans,  includ¬ 
ing  UMs,  members  of  the  church  also 
struggle  with  an  added  complexity  — 
"after  all,  a  brother  United  Methodist 
bishop  whom  we  greatly  admire  has  been 
elected  prime  minister 

Abel  T.  Muzorewa’s  installation  took 
place  May  29. 

Difference  of  opinion 

The  two  editorials  in  the  UM 
publications  underscore  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  what  should  be  the  U.S. 
response  to  the  elections. 

“New  World  Outlook"  does  not  support 
the  stance  some  opponents  of  the  bishop 
have  taken  that  there  were  gross 
irregularities  in  the  elections  which  saw 
the  bishop’s  United  African  National 
Council  sweep  67  percent  of  the  votes  and 
capture  51  of  the  72  seats  in  Parliament 
not  reserved  for  whites. 

"While  there  were  some  irregularities 
in  the  election,  there  were  probably  not 
as  many  overall ;  as  one  used  to  expect  in 
elections  held,  say,  in  Mayor  Daley’s 
Chicago.  In  view  of  the  record  of  most 
other  states  in  Africa,  it  seems  small 
indeed  to  nitpick  on  the  actual  election.” 
the  mission  magazine  states 
Instead,  the  editorial  claims,  what  is 
important  "is  that  the  election  bears  no 
effect  on  continuing  white  control  of  such 
important  areas  as  the  civil  service, 
police  and  judiciary  in  Rhodesia"  and 
the  "machinery  is  set  up  to  give  whites 
virtual  veto  power  over  any  significant 
changes  in  the  country  ” 

TM/UMR’s  editorial  criticizes  stances 
such  as  that  —  taken  by  "New  World 
Outlook”  —  as  attempts  to  label  the 
Muzorewa  government  a  "  puppet’ 
government  of  the  whites,  set  up  to 
appease  blacks  with  a  few  concessions 
while  maintaining  white  domination  and 
privilege.” 


However,  the  newspaper  editorial 
claims,  there  are  some  "obvious  truths” 
in  the  wake  of  the  elections:  "the  vast 
majority  of  the  people  .  .  .  want  to  give 
the  new  government  a  chance”;  Bishop 
Muzorewa  "is  the  popular  choice  of  the 
people  to  lead  the  nation”:  and  “the 
people  are  tired  of  war.  ” 

The  news  publication  calls  for  removal 
of  sanctions  and  granting  U.S. 
recognition  to  the  new  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  government  "if  during  the 
months  ahead  the  fact  of  majority  rule 
government  there  matches  present 
promises." 

Aid  from  S.  Africa? 

The  mission  publication,  on  the  other 
hand,  raises  a  question  about  the 
bishop’s  expressed  willingness  to  accept 
aid  from  South  Africa  if  he  is  unable  to 
obtain  it  from  the  U.S..  Great  Britain  and 
other  sources. 

"Does  anyone  doubt  it  was  (former 
Prime  Minister  Ian)  Smith’s  influence 
which  caused  Bishop  Muzorewa  to  drop 
his  proffered  olive  branch  to  Robert 
Mugabe,  the  guerrilla  leader,  and 
embrace  South  Africa’s  offer  of  military 
aid?  "  queries  "New  World  Outlook  ' 

Although  acknowledging  "we  do  not 
live  with  the  terror  and  danger  that  are 
Bishop  Muzorewa’s  daily  lot"  and  that 
the  bishop  "has  had  to  be  his  own 
pathfinder”  because  “there  are  no  real 
models  for  what  he  has  tried  to  do."  the 
mission  publication  says  unless  the 
bishop  "separates  himself  more  from  Mr. 
Smith”  he  will  find  himself  in  the  position 
of  having  to  make  a  move.  Yet  any  such 
move  would  result  in  disaster. 

The  TM/UMR  editorial  insists  the 
Muzorewa  government  "already  is  a 
more  representative  government  than 
many  which  are  recognized  by  the  U.S.” 
and  the  "risk  of  alienating  some  African 
states  which  are  opposed  to  the  internal 
settlement  and  with  which  our  nation 
desired  to  develop  positive  relations” 
should  not  be  the  determining  factor  in 
U.S. -Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  relations. 

Others  speak  out 

Many  groups  and  individuals  in  the 
Christian  community  have  spoken  out  on 
the  issues. 

Australian  evangelist  Dr.  Alan  Walker, 
director  of  evangelism  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  during  a  visit  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  May  18,  called  for  the 
removal  of  sanctions  and  recognition  of 
the  Muzorewa  government  by  the  U.S 
and  Great  Britain.  But  the  UM  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  Governing  Board 
have  opposed  the  lifting  of  sanctions. 

Immediately  following  the  April 
elections,  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops  sent 
a  message  to  their  African  colleague 
expressing  "affectionate  greetings  and 
prayerful  encouragement  for  your 
leadership  in  Zimbabwe  toward  true 
majority  rule  and  achievement  of  liberty 
and  justice  for  all." 


UM  colleges  face  unions 

More  faculties  seen  considering  unionization 


to  place  the  work  at  the  Bible  Training 
Institute. 

The  translation  problems  were  many: 
there  is  a  male-female  difference  in  the 
language:  an  older  man’s  language 
which  differs  from  a  young  man’s 
language,  an  educated  man’s  language 
which  differs  from  an  uneducated  man’s. 
Bhil  tribesmen  write  from  right  to  left; 
Kohlis  from  left  to  right.  And,  says  Mr. 
Stock,  "you  couldn’t  count  the  number  of 
dialects  in  the  villages." 

There  is  also  the  problem  of  illiteracy 
—  only  five  to  ten  percent  of  those  in  a 
village  are  literate  (the  national  average 
is  15  percent).  Often  the  literate  are 
young  people  and  so  decisions  in 
language  were  tilted  toward  the  young 
following  a  format  something  like  "Good 
News  for  Modem  Man." 

Mr.  Stock  has  also  been  involved  in 
developing  songs  using  the  Sindhi  tunes, 
since  there  has  been  no  tradition  of 
Christian  singing  among  the  tribal 
peoples.  Two  men,  one  a  landowner, 
Mohindas,  and  one  a  tailor,  Jelodas,  have 
led  the  way  in  writing  songs  using  the 
tambura,  cymbals  and  a  drum.  When  the 
evangelists  go  out  into  the  tribal  areas, 
they  play  tapes  of  these  songs  from  a 
loudspeaker  on  the  car.  The  tribesmen 
collect  and  listen.  When  the  tape  is 
finished,  they  ask  to  hear  again  and 
again.  Sometimes  they  will  spend  an 
entire  night  in  song  when  they  are  guided 
into  it. 

To  date,  the  four  Gospels,  Acts  and 
Romans  have  been  done  and  should  be  in 
print  this  year.  At  the  same  time  five 
"primers”  are  coming  out  —  Bible  story 
booklets  which  have  been  written  more 
simply  and  in  larger  script.  The  Bible 
Society  is  2lso  helping  with  this  series. 

Ms.  Kromer,  a  staff  person  for  the 
church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
recently  returned  from  a  trip  to  Pakistan 
and  Lebanon. 

Big  giving 

is  fun  for 
small  parish 

By BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

REMUS,  Mich.  —  A  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  offering  for  $934.50  is  not  bad  for 
a  large  church,  but  is  especially  good  for 
a  three-point  charge  of  183  members. 

It’s  particularly  good,  they  say.  when 
they,  members  of  Remus,  Mecosta  and 
Halls  Corners  United  Methodist 
Churches  of  the  Remus  Parish  in  the 
West  Michigan  conference,  knew  exactly 
why  they  were  giving,  what  they  were 
giving  to,  and  furthermore,  had  fun 
giving. 

A  creative  program  engineered  by 
their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ilona  Sabo-Shuler, 
combined  a  constant  flow  of  information 
with  a  challenge  to  members  to  raise 
money  for  the  annual  offering.  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  is  one  of  five  annual  UM 
special  offerings  It  supports  the  work  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR),  the  denomination’s 
relief  agency 

The  key  to  the  giving,  Ms  Sabo-Shuler 
told  TM/UMR.  was  sharing  information 
with  the  congregations  about  what  the 
money  was  for.  and  the  enthusiasm 
generated  by  trying  something  different 
and  fun  to  raise  the  money. 

Last  June,  after  returning  from  annual 
conference  with  the  idea.  Ms.  Sabo- 
Shuler  handed  out  one  dollar  bills  to 
anyone  in  the  congregations  who  was 
willing  to  take  the  foliar  and  put  it  to 
work,  raising  more  money  for  the  Hour 
of  Sharing.  Taking  the  challenge  were  66 
persons  of  all  ages. 

One  group  of  three  boys  invested  in 
materials  and  made  stools  which  they 
sold.  They  turned  in  $24.  Another 
member  bought  postage  stamps  to  send 
information  to  local  newspapers  about 
the  fund-raising  program.  The  papers 
paid  her  for  the  articles. 

Each  week,  something  appeared  in  the 
parish  newsletter  about  UMCOR  and  its 
current  projects.  During  Lent,  letters 
were  sent  to  the  membership, 
accompanied  by  rice  bags  for  them  to 
put  their  offerings  in  The  bags, 
suggested  for  use  by  UMCOR. 
symbolized  the  offering  of  people  in 
India,  who  are  sometimes  only  able  to 
give  a  bag  of  rice  to  the  church 

Information  about  the  offering  and 
ideas  about  how  to  raise  it  has  always 
been  available,  said  Ms  Sabo-Shuler 
"We  just  took  an  interest  in  noticing  it. 
simply  putting  the  materials  to  work. " 

The  members  now  have  “a  greater 
sense  of  the  larger  Christian  family.” 
Ms.  Sabo-Shuler  said  Though  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  will  probably  continue  to 
be  their  big  emphasis,  they  are  also 
learning  about  the  other  special  offerings 
of  the  UMC 


NASHVILLE  ( UMC)  —  Unionization  of 
college  faculties  has  been  simmering  as 
a  back-burner  issue  since  the  early  1970s 
when  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  (NLRB)  extended  its  jurisdiction 
to  include  private  institutions  of  higher 
education 

But  in  recent  weeks  the  issue  has  come 
to  a  full  boil  at  several  United  Methodist 
institutions.  While  collective  bargaining 
between  faculty  and  administration  is 
still  rare  among  denominational  colleges 
and  universities,  it  is  not  hard  to  find 
campuses  where  unionization  is  being 
considered. 

A  first  contract  was  ratified  April  13  by 
the  administration  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Boston  University  and  faculty 
members  represented  by  the  American 
Association  of  University  Professors 
(AAUP).  President  of  the  University 
John  Silher  is  an  outspoken  critic  of 
unionization  and  the  faculty  tenure 
system. 

But  unionization  is  not  limited  to  large 
universities  such  as  Boston.  An  NLRB- 
supervised  election  was  held  on  the 
campus  of  UM-related  Ohio  Northern 
University  in  Ada,  Ohio,  May  3.  Fifty- 
three  faculty  members  voted  for 
representation  by  Ohio  Education 
Association-National  Education 
Association;  29  voted  for  representation 
by  the  AAUP,  and  57  asked  for  no 
bargaining  agent.  Approval  requires  50 
percent  of  the  votes,  plus  one,  A  runoff  is 
planned  soon  between  the  OEA-NEA  and 
the  no  bargaining  agent  options. 

A  week  before  the  election  Ohio 
Northern  President  Raymond  B. 
Loeschner  resigned. 

Situation  more  critical 

While  faculty  unions  are  still 
uncommon  at  UM  schools,  Nashville 
attorney  Kent  Weeks,  a  staff  member  of 
a  former  national  commission  studying 
United  Methodist  higher  education,  says 
the  situation  will  get  more  critical  as  the 
slump  in  student  population  is 
experienced.  "The  natural  tendency  in 
times  of  contraction  and  decline  is  the 
attempt  to  get  on  paper  various  rights 
and  responsibilities,  ”  he  said. 

"If  presidents  and  administrators 
don’t  have  good,  clear  policies  then  the 
potential  for  unionization  is  there,”  he 
said.  "At  the  heart  of  the  issue  is  the 
nature  of  the  academy.  Some  say 
unionization  wipes  out  the  spirit  of 
collegiality  of  the  academy.  Others 
argue  there  never  was  collegiality.” 

Dr.  Luther  W.  White  III,  immediate 
past  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  of  the 
UMC,  argues  that  the  industrial  model  of 
collective  bargaining  is  not  suitable  for 
academic  institutions.  "The  essential  life 
of  the  college  depends  on  collegiality  and 
collegiality  is  not  fostered  by  the 
presence  of  collective  bargaining,”  he 
said.  "To  the  contrary,  formal  collective 


bargaining  is  adversary  and  conten¬ 
tious.” 

Dr.  White,  newly  elected  president  of 
Kentucky  Wesleyan  College,  served  as 
president  of  Randolph-Macon  in 
Ashland,  Va.,  for  13  years.  An  election 
was  held  of  the  Randolph-Macon  campus 
in  1973  with  the  majority  of  votes  cast 
against  union  representation. 

‘Live  issue’ 

Philip  Moots,  an  attorney  who  directs 
the  "Center  for  Constitutional  Studies” 
at  Notre  Dame,  considers  unionization  a 
"very  live  issue”  for  church-related 
colleges  and  universities  primarily 
because  of  faculty  insecurity  and 
inflation. 

One  tension  point  among  faculties,  he 
said,  is  the  increasing  number  of 
administrators.  "The  increasing 
pressure  of  government  regulations 


tends  to  cause  colleges  to  expand  their 
administrative  staffs  to  meet  these 
challenges.  The  faculties  resent  those 
increases  when  the  effort  is  to  hold  the 
line  on  the  number  of  faculty  and  their 
salaries.” 

One  of  the  first  four-year  United 
Methodist  colleges  to  participate  in 
collective  bargaining  was  Adrian 
College,  Adrian,  Mich.  About  one-half  of 
the  faculty,  represented  by  the  Adrian 
College  Association  of  Professors, 
negotiated  a  contract  in  late  1977  which 
will  be  up  for  reconsideration  this 
August.  The  school’s  new  president, 
Donald  S.  Stanton,  says  he  is  committed 
to  the  development  of  a  sense  of 
community  and  collegiality  at  the  school. 
"I  think  this  is  already  happening  with 
the  full  cooperation  of  faculty  including 
faculty  who  are  leaders  in  the  union.” 


Kentucky  church  brings 
heart,  hand  to  UMC 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

EVARTS,  Ky.  —  John  Wesley’s 
historic  invitation,  "If  your  heart  is  as 
my  heart  give  me  your  hand”  took  on 
new  meaning  one  Sunday  this  spring 
when  the  First  Congregational  Church 
here  became  the  Congregational  United 
Methodist  Church  —  making  official  a 
relationship  which  has  grown  and 
flourished  since  1973. 

The  actual  transfer  of  the  church  was 
approved  in  May  1978,  when  the  UMC’s 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference 
accepted  the  Congregational  church’s 
petition  to  be  admitted  into  the 
conference  and  into  the  UMC.  But  the 
way  was  paved  by  a  "cooperative 
spirit”  which  has  existed  for  some  years 
between  the  two  denominations, 
members  were  told  by  Bishop  Frank  M. 
Robertson,  Louisville  Area,  who 
officiated  at  the  celebration. 

Long  known  for  its  ecumenical  spirit  as 
well  as  its  progressive  ministry  to  the 


First  Congregati¬ 
onal  Church  in 
Evarts,  Ky.,  is  now 
a  United  Methodist 
Church  after  a  ser¬ 
vice  this  spring  that 
celebrated  its 
transfer  from  one 
denomination  into 
another. 
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Evarts  community,  First  Congregational 
nonetheless  had  trouble  finding  a  full¬ 
time  pastor  in  recent  years,  according  to 
Fredda  Minick,  Red  Bird  conference’s 
communications  director.  One  of  the 
Congregational  church’s  supply  pastors 
was  a  United  Methodist  chaplain,  who 
suggested  the  congregation  check  out  the 
possibility  of  a  “yoked”  relationship  with 
the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference. 

That  relationship  began  in  1973,  Ms. 
Minick  reports,  and  was  so  successful 
that  it  resulted  this  year  in  a  coming 
together  which  Bishop  Robertson  called 
"unique.” 

At  the  worship  service  which 
celebrated  the  transfer,  an  original  ritual 
which  celebrated  the  history  of  both 
churches  was  produced.  And  on  hand  to 
make  the  transfer  were  leaders  of  both 
denominations. 

As  hands  were  extended  to  express 
commitment  to  "our  common  Lord,"  the 
bishop  reminded  participants  of  John 
Wesley’s  famous  call  for  unity. 
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Pat  Floyd,  children’s  resources  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  speaks  to  delegates  at  the  ninth 
annual  conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Centenary 
College's  Gold  Dome  Wednesday  night  (May  30).  The 


preaching  service  also  featured  the  consecration  of  diaconal 
ministers.  The  Conference  concluded  June  1.  ( Photo  courtesy  of 
the  Shreveport  Journal  who  first  printed  it) 


Annual  Conference 


Delegates  vote  to  move  Bishop,  state  offices 


A  decision  was  made  at  the  recently 
concluded  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  to  move  the  office 
and  residence" of-  the  Bishop  to  Baton 
Rouge,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
forthcoming  Jurisdictional  Conference. 
The  bishop,  however,  will  move  to  Baton 
Rouge  immediately.  It  was  also  decided 
that  all  conference  offices  would  also  be 
moved  to  Baton  Rouge.  The  office  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  will  be  moved  as 
soon  as  appropriate  office  space  can  be 
found.  As  a  result  of  this  move,  however, 
the  Council  office  will  not  be  able  to 
function  normally  for  several  weeks. 
Watch  the  paper  for  information  about 
the  re-opening  of  the  office  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  Conference  Treasurer  and 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 


Pensions'  office  will  be  moved  to  Baton 
Rouge  January  1,  1980.  The  post  of 
Executive  Director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  will  be  combined 
with  the  post  of  treasurer  and  pensions 
executive  as  of  June  1.  1980,  and  will  also 
be  headquartered  in  Baton  Rouge. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  conference 
officers  will  lease  temporary 
headquarters  and  that  the  committee 
authorized  by  the  Conference  will  begin 
actively  to  locate  a  suitable  site  and 
make  plans  to  build  or  buy  an  Area 
Headquarters  Building. 

Persons  with  news  for  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  newspaper  should 
continue,  for  the  present,  to  send  news 
items  to  Ms.  Linda  Lockwood  at  Box 
4325,  Shreveport.  71104.  When  the  paper 
is  moved  to  Baton  Rouge,  a  notice  will  be 


given. 

Also,  a  46  percent  increase  in  the 
Conference’s  equitable  (or  minimum) 
salary  was  voted  at  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  The  minimum  was  raised 
from  $7,500  per  year  to  $11,000.  Only 
fulltime  ministers  are  eligible  to  receive 
this  minimum  compensation.  In  other 
action,  the  Conference  voted  to  combine 
seven  special  offerings  for  institutions  in 
Louisiana  into  two  such  offerings,  one  at 
Easter,  and  the  other  at  Christmas. 
Institutions  included  are  Lafon  Home. 
Peoples'  Community  Center,  Retired 
Ministers'  Homes,  La.  Methodist 
Children's  Home,  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  and  Pendleton  Methodist 
Hospital. 

Decimal  askings,  which  cover  most  of 


the  items  the  local  churches  pay  for  the 
work  of  the  conference  and  the  general 
'■hurch.  were  increased  by  about  £%.  The 
Conference  approved  the  report  of  its 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
at  this  point  with  one  exception.  It  voted 
to  increase  the  support  for  the  state's 
Wesley  Foundation  Campus  Ministries 
by  $20,000.  for  a  total  of  $320,000.  ' 

The  Conference  adopted  several 
petitions  to  the  1980  General  Conference. 
One  called  for  continued  major  emphasis 
to  the  problem  of  world  hunger.  Another 
asked  for  certain  changes  in  the  church’s 
rules  for  diaconal  ministers.  There  was 
also  a  petition  adopted  calling  upon  the 
General  Conference  to  avoid  any 
relaxing  of  the  church’s  present  stance 
toward  homosexuality. 


Delegates  elected  to  attend  Conference 


Ministerial  delegates  elected  to  Jurisdictional  Conference  are  (left  to 
right,  front)  James  J.  Caraway,  Donald  Webb,  John  M.  Winn  Jr.,  Robert 
L.  Peyton  (back  row)  Kirby  Vining,  Alfred  Norris,  Merlin  Merrill,  Chris 
Andrews  and  Jack  Cooke. 


Delegates  to  the  1980  General 
Conference,  which  is  the  church's 
highest  legislative  body,  and  to  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference,  which  elects 
the  church’s  bishops,  were  elected  at  the 
recently  concluded  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Lay  persons  elected  to  the  General 
Conference  delegation,  in  the  order  of 
their  election,  were  Mrs.  Amy  Ward  of 
New  Orleans,  W.  D.  Cotton  of  Rayville, 
Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery  of  Baton 
Rouge.  John  B.  Tubb  of  Pineville,  Jack 
Dew  of  West  Monroe  and  Hubert  M 
Blanchard  of  Sulphur. 

Ministers  elected  to  represent 
Louisiana  at  the  General  Conference 
were  W.  T.  Handy.  Jr.,  of  Baton  Rouge, 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  of  Baton  Rouge.  J 
Phillip  Woodland  of  Slidell,  L  Ray 
Branton  of  Lafayette,  Douglas  L 
McGuire  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  Carole 
Cotton-Winn  of  Houma. 

The  persons  elected  to  the  General 
Conference  also  represent  Louisiana  at 
the  Jurisdictional  Conference.  However. 
Louisiana  is  entitled  to  seven  additional 
delegates  to  the  Jurisdictional 


Conference,  and  these  persons  were  also 
elected. 

Lay  delegates  to  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference  include  Mrs  Nancy  M. 
Carruth  of  Bunkie,  Mrs.  Kathi  B.  Finnell 
of  Baton  Rouge.  Truman  L.  Ward  of  New 
Orleans,  Ernest  Arnold  of  New  Orleans. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  McGowan  of  Baton 
Rouge,  John  N.  Warren,  Jr.  of  Bastrop 
and  Welton  Brumfield  of  Amite. 

Ministers  elected  as  delegates  to  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  were  Donald 
A.  Webb,  of  Shreveport.  Alfred  L.  Norris 
of  New  Orleans,  Merlin  W.  Merrill  of 
Ruston.  Kirby  A.  Vining  of  Baton  Rouge, 
Tracy  R.  Arnold  of  Minden,  Jack  Cooke 
of  Lake  Charles  and  John  M.  Winn  of 
Houma. 

Reserve  Lay  Delegates  to  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  were  also 
selected,  including  Randy  Woodland  of 
Slidell.  Mrs  Estelle  Dameron  of 
Pineville.  J  Robert  Kemmerly  of 
Minden  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan  of  Oak 
Ridge.  Reserve  ministerial  delegates 
elected  were  James  L.  Caraway  of 
Monroe.  Christopher  H.  Andrews  of 
Slidell.  Donald  R  Avery  of  Baton  Rouge 
and  Robert  L.  Pevton  of  Ruston. 


Part  of  the  Lay  Delegation  elected  to  attend  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  are  (front  row,  left  to  right)  Mrs.  Estelle  Dameron.  Mrs. 
Nancy  Carruth.  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  Mrs.  Amy  Ward.  Mrs.  Kathi 
Finnell.  Ernest  Arnold  (back  row)  Jack  Warren,  Truman  Ward,  Mrs.  W 
M.  Nolan,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  McGovan  and  Randy  Woodland. 


Clergy  Delegation  to  attend  General  Conference  are  (left  to  right, 
front)  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  Ray  Branton  (back) 
Woodrow  Hearn,  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  and  J.  Phillip  Woodland. 
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What  does  future  hold  ? 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  following  is  the 
report  to  the  Annual  Conference  made  by 
the  former  Director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries.  L.  Ray  Branton.  It 
is  reprinted  here  by  order  of  the 
Conference. 

For  my  report  to  the  Conference,  I 
would  like  to  talk  to  you  about  the  future 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Obviously.  I 
claim  no  special  wisdom  or  foresight: 
nevertheless,  my  six  years  in  this 
position  have  led  me  to  a  number  of 
convictions  about  our  future  which  I 
would  like  to  share  with  you.  I  want  to 
ask  a  series  of  questions,  the  answers  to 
which  I  believe  will  strongly  influence 
what  we  will  become. 

First,  are  there  enough  of  us  who  will 
accept  responsibility  for  our  conference 
as  a  whole?  A  conference  is  many  things : 
a  confederation  of  institutions,  especially 
local  churches,  educational  and  service 
agencies,  a  facility  for  the  assignment 
and  support  of  personnel,  a  means  for 
financial  support,  a  series  of  gatherings 
for  Christian  worship  and  fellowship,  a 
family  on  a  spiritual  journey.  Because  it 
is  so  diverse,  it  is  easy  to  see  only  part  of 
the  picture,  to  be  concerned  about  our 
own  place  and  tasks,  and  to  fail  to 
recognize  our  collective  responsibility 
for  our  conference  as  a  whole.  Because 
there  are  designated  leaders,  and 
channels  through  which  decisions  are 
considered,  there  is  a  tendency  to 
assume  somebody  else  will  put  it  all 
together.  Yet,  as  one  who  has  held  such  a 
post  of  designated  leadership,  I  assure 
you  that  those  in  such  posts  depend 
heavily  on  others  for  their  freshness, 
creativity  and  vitality.  To  be  most 
effective,  leadership  needs  many  who 
will  stand  with  it  in  the  crow's  nest,  peer 
over  the  horizon,  and  help  to  chart  where 
our  conference  will  go.  Will  there  be 
enough  who  will  accept  responsibility  for 
the  conference  as  a  whole? 

Second,  will  we  rise  to  the  challenge  to 
ouild  new  churches?  The  building  of  new 
churches  in  Louisiana  has  been 
concentrated  in  a  few  relatively  brief 
periods.  A  generation  senses  a  need. 
They  see  neighborhoods,  they  imagine 
churches  for  the  present  and  future. 
They  buy,  they  build.  For  a  time,  the 
need  is  met.  A  new  generation  arises  who 
consolidates  the  gains  that  were  made. 
The  vision  and  skill  of  the  previous 
general  is  forgotten. 

The  last  great  wave  of  church  building 
in  Louisiana  was  begun  by  those  who 
were  leaders  in  the  late  40’s  and  early 
50’s.  We  have  reaped  the  benefit  of  their 
work.  But  now  there  is  a  new  need  We 
have  made  a  start,  but  far  more  needs  to 
be  done  We  must  look  ahead  into  the 
next  century.  We  must  buy  the  land  for 
forty  to  fifty  churches  of  today  and 
tomorrow,  and  then  we  must,  once  again, 
build  churches. 

Third,  can  we  learn  to  cope  effectively 
with  changing  neighborhoods?  As  your 
director,  I  have  been  disturbed  by  the 
significant  number  of  our  churches 
which  have  declined  as  their 
neighborhoods  changed.  We  Louisiana 
Methodists  know  what  to  do  with  a  brand 
new  neighborhood.  We  seem  less 
successful  in  dealing  with  changing 
neighborhoods.  We  have  not  developed 
effective  strategies  to  prevent  such 
untimely  deaths.  We  have  not  always 
recognized  that  a  church  which  does  not 
change  with  its  neighborhood  is  a  church 
that  will  die.  To  minister  effectively  in  a 
transitional  neighborhood  is  not  easy 
Even  with  the  best  insight  and 
dedication,  there  are  failures  However 
there  are  churches  in  America  who  have 
been  able  to  change  with  their 
neighborhoods,  so  that  after  the  change, 
they  were  as  strong  in  ministry  to  that 
neighborhood  as  they  were  before  the 
change  began.  I  submit  to  you  that  we 
need  a  plan:  we  need  to  learn  from  the 
experience  of  others,  to  train  our  leaders, 
to  expect  failure,  and  to  anticipate 
success.  If  we  can  be  effective  at  this 
point,  we  will  not  only  retain  a  United 
Methodist  witness  in  many 
neighborhoods,  we  can  also  make 
progress  at  the  local  church  level  in  the 
perfection  of  the  merger  of  the  former 
black  and  white  conferences  at  the  local 
church  level.  It  may  be  that  the  great¬ 
est  missionary  challenge  facing  Louisiana 
Methodism  is  not  overseas,  as  important 
as  those  mission  fields  are,  but  here,  in 
our  own  transitional  neighborhoods.  Can 
we  rise  to  the  challenge? 

Fourth,  will  we  recognize  our 
opportunity  to  minister  to  the  aging  and 
to  young  adults?  Here  are  the  two  fastest 
growing  segments  of  our  population.  The 
churches  who  reach  them  are  the  ones  to 
whom  the  next  quarter  century  belongs 
Already,  we  seem  to  be  responding.  In 
the  last  2  years,  nearly  one-half  of  our 
churches  have  started  a  new  Sunday 
School  class  for  younger  adults.  Several 
have  begun  ministries  with  aging 
persons.  We  seem  to  understand  the 
need,  and  to  be  responding  to  the 
challenge,  yet  we  have  only  scratched 
the  surface;  the  greater  task  is  still 
before  us. 

Fifth,  will  we  establish  and  maintain 
effective  dialogue  with  the  popular 
theological  mind  in  Louisiana?  Effective 
theological  work  has  always  been  a 


process  of  Christianizing  the  concepts 
which  have  gripped  the  imagination  of 
ordinary  people  In  theological 
seminary,  we  are  brought  into  dialogue 
with  scholars  like  Moltmann. 
Pannenberg  and  Segundo;  but  many 
persons  in  the  pew  tend  to  listen  to 
Robert  Schuller,  to  read  Hal  Lindsey  and 
Dennis  Bennett.  It  may  be.  that  the  most 
important  theological  challenge  of  the 
last  quarter  of  this  century  will  be  to 
come  to  terms  with  apocalyptic  theology, 
like  we  find  in  Daniel  and  Revelation, 
and  their  contemporary  interpreters.  In 
an  old  book  named  “Extraordinary 
Popular  Delusions  and  the  Madness  of 
Crowds”  there  is  a  chapter  which  deals 
with  an  hysterical  mania  which  swept 
Europe  in  the  period  just  before  the  year 
1000  People  sold  their  homes  and  left 
their  families  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to 
Jerusalem  to  await  the  coming  of  Christ 
at  what  was  believed  to  be  the  promised 
millenium  at  the  end  of  the  first  1000 
years  of  Christian  history 

As  we  approach  the  year  2000.  we  may 
see  more  apocalyptic  views  in  the 
church.  Can  we,  then,  be  in  the 
vanguard,  recognize  its  strength  and  be 
aware  of  its  weakness,  especially  its 
denial  of  the  Christian  doctrine  of 
creation  and  of  our  responsibility  for  this 
world?  Albert  Outler  once  described 
John  Wesley  as  a  folk  theologian.  As  sons 
and  daughters  of  Wesley,  we  can  earn  no 
more  fitting  description  of  our  own 
leadership.  Can  we  be  so  in  tune  with  the 
popular  theological  mind  that  we  can 
help  to  shape  the  concepts,  that  shape 
lives0 

Sixth,  can  we  reach  out  to  the  masses 
of  people  who  are  not  now  attracted  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church?  At  least 
two  responses  are  indicated.  First,  can 
we.  in  our  own  local  churches,  recognize 
when  we  have  yielded  to  the  inevitable 
human  tendency  to  close  our  group  to 
outsiders?  Are  we,  for  example, 
assuming  that  all  the  responsibility  and 
initiative  falls  on  the  nonmember?  When 
a  visitor  shows  up.  do  we  know  how  to 
reach  out,  quickly,  in  Christian  love  and 
fellowship?  When  we  recognize  such 
tendencies  in  our  own  churches,  will  we 
.-wxirk.  to  reverse  them?  Secondly.,  can  .we 
learn  to  use  radio  and  television  more 
effectively?  We  have  seen  other 
conferences  and  denominations  move 
ahead  in  this  field;  yet  it  is  apparent  the 
outsider  today  is  often  reached,  not  by 
seeing  our  church  steeple,  but  by  hearing 
the  voice  transmitted  from  the  steeple  of 
a  radio  or  tv  tower  In  this  field,  we  have 
often  lacked  interest,  money, 
coordination,  experience,  and  skill.  But  it 
is  not  too  late.  Can  we  use  this  medium  to 
reach  out? 

Seventh,  can  we  ministers  be  more 
effective  pastors  to  one  another? 
Sometimes,  pastors  need  a  counselor; 
most  often,  we  need  a  pastor.  Yet  there 
is.  among  us,  a  strong  reservation  about 
offering  pastoral  ministry  to  one 
another.  We  visit  as  friends,  yet,  often 
fail  to  offer  a  needed  pastoral  word,  or  to 
pray  with  a  fellow  minister  in  need, 
sickness  or  sorrow.  During  these  last  six 
years,  I  have  learned  again  how 
important  it  is  to  my  family  and  me  to 
have  a  pastor.  The  pastors  of  our  church, 
James  Poole  and  Bob  Potter,  and  our 
chief  pastor.  Bishop  Shamblin,  have 
ministered  to  our  needs,  and  we  are 
grateful.  As  a  result.  I  am  more  surely 
resolved  to  offer  ministry  to  other 
pastors,  whenever  it  is  needed  and  will 
be  received.  My  friends,  many  of  our 
problems  of  pastoral  morale  would 
disappear  if  we  would  but  offer  such 
ministry  to  one  another.  In  the  name  of 
God,  who  among  us  will  feed  the 
shepherd  of  the  sheep? 

Eighth,  will  our  conference  keep 
focussed  on  our  primary  task?  The 
primary  task  of  the  church  is  always  the 
increase  of  the  love  of  God  and  neighbor, 
in  all  the  forms  such  love  must  take  But 
when  institutional  concerns  put  pressure 
on  us,  it  is  ever  tempting  to  become  so 
concerned  about  them  that  concern  for 
numbers,  money  and  property  become 
our  real  purpose.  Let  us,  then,  remember 
that  Our  Lord  taught  us  what  happens 
when  we  fall  into  this  trap,  when  he  said, 
“whoever  seeks  to  save  his  life  will  lose 
it  ”  Let  those  who  are  responsible  for 
planning  church  meetings  for  the 
districts  and  the  conference,  then, 
remember  our  primary  task.  Let  us 
never  come  together  for  purely 
institutional  or  survival  concerns,  but, 
instead,  find  that  our  love  for  God,  for 
one  another,  and  for  God’s  world,  has 
increased,  precisely  because  we  have 
remembered  who  we  are  when  we  have 
been  together. 

Years  ago,  I  saw  a  man  in  his  80’s 
planting  an  oak  tree.  I  thought,  “Why,  he 
will  be  dead  before  the  tree  is  grown  ...” 
Then  I  realized  I  had  seen  a  classic  act  of 
human  faith  and  hope  .  .  planting  a  tree 
to  beautify  and  shade  the  lives  of  those 
yet  to  come.  In  much  the  same  way,  this 
conference  ministers  in  the  spirit  of 
Paul,  who  wrote,  “I  planted.  Apollos 
watered,  but  God  gave  the  growth  "  Let 
us,  then,  confident  in  the  future  of  God, 
which  includes  us  even  when  it  is  not 
fully  our  own,  invest  in  the  future  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Let  us  plant  some 
seed. 


Editorials 


More  military  hardware  sometimes 
means  less,  not  more,  security 


“A  nation  can  reach  the  point  at  which 
it  does  not  buy  more  security  for  itself 
simply  by  buying  more  military 
hardware  —  and  we  are  at  that  point.  ”  * 

A  quote  from  some  anti-military, 
political  dove?  No,  the  speaker  was 
Robert  McNamara,  former  US  Secretary 
of  Defense.  He  made  his  remarks  during 
a  recent  speech  at  the  University  of 
Chicago,  while  students  who 
remembered  his  role  in  the  Vietnam  War 
picketed  outside  the  assembly  hall. 

Mr.  McNamara’s  comments  on 
military  spending  are  hardly  new  — 
particularly  to  those  of  us  within  the 
Christian  church  who  for  years  have 
pointed  out  the  folly  of  our  seeking 
security  solely  from  weapons  in  a  world 
already  over -burdened  by  armaments. 
But  the  fact  that  a  man  so  long  an 
advocate  of  military  spending  has  begun 


to  see  the  other  side  of  the  picture  is 
cause  for  rejoicing. 

“The  point  is  not  that  a  nation’s 
security  is  relatively  less  important  than 
other  considerations,”  Mr.  McNamara 
said.  "Security  is  fundamental.  The  point 
is  simply  that  excessive  military 
spending  can  reduce  security  rather  than 
strengthen  it.  (At  the  present  levels)  it 
offers  only  greater  risk,  greater  danger, 
and  greater  delay  in  getting  on  with  life’s 
real  purposes.” 

Mr.  McNamara  went  on  to  point  out 
that  more  money  is  spent  each  year  on 
military  research  than  on  problems  of 
energy,  health,  education  and  food 
combined.  He  said  these  problems  are  a 
greater  risk  to  peace  than  anything  else 
which  confronts  the  world. 

We  can  say  it  no  better. 


Gambling  ‘cure’  only  a  hinderance 


Nearly  three  years  ago  when  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  was  locked  in  a  heated 
debate  over  whether  to  legalize  casino 
gambling  in  Atlantic  City,  TM/UMR 
editorially  opposed  such  legalization  on 
the  basis  of  both  theology  and 
practicality. 

We  suppose  there  are  still  those  who 
would  argue  against  the  validity  of  our 
theological  point-of-view,  but  we  wonder 

—  now  that  the  facts  are  beginning  to 
become  obvious  —  whether  anyone  can 
deny  that  in  a  practical  sense  the  casino 
experiment  in  New  Jersey  is  failing. 

With  only  one  casino  in  operation  — 
and  eight  more  under  construction  —  the 
people  of  Atlantic  City  already  have 
discovered  the  following  according  to 
“The Christian  Science  Monitor”; 

•  Prostitution  is  proliferating  —  The 
local  Chamber  of  Commerce  admits  that 
prostitution  has  increased  to  the  point 
where  it  could  be  considered  “out  of 
control  ”  The  only  answer  is  more  law 
enforcement,  which  requires  more  tax 
dollars. 

•  More  persons  need  public  assistance 

—  Gamblers  who  have  “fallen  on  hard 
times”  are  creating  a  serious  problem 
for  public  and  private  aid  groups.  The 
Salvation  Army  reports  that  the  number 
of  persons  to  whom  they  have  been 
required  to  provide  housing  and  meals 
has  drastically  increased. 

•  Families  are  being  displaced  — 
While  a  few  persons  profit  from 
increased  rents  and  housing  speculation, 
as  many  as  2,000  of  the  city’s  poor  people 
have  been  displaced  and  forced  to  move 
because  of  rising  costs.  The  burden  of 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


dealing  with  these  "refugees”  has  fallen 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  city  and  the 
taxpayers. 

•  Small  businesses  are  suffering  — 
Many  small  businesses  and  shops  — 
whose  owners  expected  a  windfall  from 
the  gambling  —  are  being  forced  to  close 
as  a  result  of  higher  rents  without  needed 
sales  increases. 

•  Organized  crime  has  increased  — 
Police  say  that  members  of  a  top 
organized  crime  family  are  investing  in 
real  estate  and  engaging  in  land 
speculation,  which  has  "raised  prices  for 
everyone.”  Organized  crime  also  has 
been  implicated  in  a  series  of  arson 
cases,  where  property  is  burned  in  order 
to  force  sales. 

•  The  moral  fabric  is  declining  — 
While  “moral  fabric”  of  a  community 
is  hard  to  measure,  in  the  words  of  the 
chairperson  of  the  Coalition  for  a  Better 
Atlantic  City:  “Everybody  is  blinded  by 
the  flow  of  gold.  People  don’t  want  to  talk 
about  what  this  is  going  to  do  to  the  moral 
fabric  of  the  community.”  It  is  pointed 
out  that  the  number  of  high  school  and 
college  drop  outs  has  increased  as 
students  have  sought  “big  money” 
working  in  the  casinos. 

We  point  these  facts  out  not  in  order  to 
say  "we  told  you  so,  Atlantic  City,”  but  to 
warn  other  cities  and/or  states  which 
might  contemplate  a  similar  fojly. 

Gambling  is  often  held  up  by  its 
supporters  as  an  economic  cure-all  for 
communities  in  trouble  such  as  Atlantic 
City.  The  experience  there,  however,  is 
shtjjjang  the  truth  of  the  matter:  The 
“cure’  ’  is  worse  than  the  disease. 
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We  need  to 
set  priorities 
in  preaching 

By  MELVIN  G.  SPONSLER  SR. 

At  a  picnic  gathering  where  a 
speaker  was  asked  to  give  an  address, 
the  speaker  asked.  “What  shall  I 
speak  about?”  A  little  lad  piped  up. 
"Speak  about  five  minutes  and  sit 
down.” 

Today  we  need  to  consider  priorities 
for  the  messages  to  be  preached  in  the 
church.  What  shall  these  subjects  be? 
Observing  and  participating  for  many 
years,  I  noticed  there  are  priorities 
really  needing  to  be  stressed. 

(1)  Salvation  which  cites  the  real 
mission  for  which  Jesus  came  and  for 
which  He  gave  His  life.  The  Bible 
says.  "Not  willing  that  any  should 
perish  but  that  all  should  come  to 
repentance.”  This  really  means 
salvation.  This  means  not  only 
acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  through 
repentance,  but  all  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  Christian  nurture  and 
living.  This  seems  to  be  the  first 
priority  for  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

(2)  The  second  priority  for 
emphasis  is  the  power  and  need  for 
the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  At 
Pentecost  after  Christ’s  ascension, 
when  those  people  prayed  for  ten 
days.  something  happened. 
Something  great  happened!  These 
who  were  apparently  defeated  as 
Christ  ascended,  prayed  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  filled  their  needs  and  gave 
power  and  direction.  Simon  Peter’s 
sermon  convicted  thousands  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  convicted  of  sin,  of 
righteousness  and  of  judgment.  Three 
thousand  persons  joined  the  Christian 
fellowship.  They  found  a  new  way  of 
life  and  really  gave  themselves  to 
serve  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  gave 
help  wherever  help  was  needed.  But 
first  was  salvation.  Then  the  Holy 
Spirit  gave  guidance,  motivation  and 
power. 

The  same  thing  happened  down  at 
Isaac  Long’s  barn  when  Bishop 
Boehm  and  Bishop  Otterbein  met  and 
people  praised  God,  while  others  cried 
out  in  repentance  and  found  peace 
with  God. 

The  priorities  were  first  salvation 
and  second  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  was  gained  through  prayer. 

The  material  needs  of  people  are 
provided  in  ways  which  the  church 
could,  or  would,  not  provide.  But 
salvation  and  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  are  still  our  first  priorities. 

This  week's  contributor  to  “My 
Witness ”  is  the  Rev.  Melvin  G. 
Sponsler,  a  retired  member  of  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference.  He  lives  in  Palmyra, 
'Pennsylvania. 


Here  I  Stand 
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Secular  doctrines  are  being 
mixed  with  UMC’s  theology 


James  French 


By  JAMES  W.  FRENCH 

Humanism,  Marxism,  socialism  — 
these  three  favorites  of  the  new  school  of 
chic  theologians,  and  the  old  school  of 
existentialist  grammarians,  are  fast 
becoming  the  bywords  of  the  official 
pronouncements,  resolutions  and 
affirmations  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Whether  or  not  they  realize  what 
they  are  doing,  the  language  and  thought 
of  United  Methodist  leaders  are 
becoming  more  and  more  pervasive  in 
their  appeals  to  the  philosophical 
principles  of  these  three  doctrinal 
schools. 

The  tragedy  is  that  they  do  so  at  the 
expense  of  biblical  modes  of  thought, 
whose  inherently  Christian  expressions 
of  mind  and  matter  are  increasingly 
shoved  aside  in  favor  of  these  three  sired 
goddesses.  Humanism,  Marxism, 
socialism  —  their  language  has  become 
the  Medusa’s  head  which  is  both 
entrapping  and  subverting  the  simple 
frontier  faith  upon  which  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  built.  Given  a 
legitimacy  which  the  leadership  denies 
to  the  purely  biblical  speaker,  this  troika 
of  secularist  thinking  has  become  a  new 
instrument  of  oppression,  a  sword  of 
division  in  the  temple,  whose  anguished 
victims  cry  out  in  bereavement  as  they 
watch  the  slaughter  of  all  they  hold  dear. 

The  pages  of  this  paper  are  full  of 
the  lamentations  of  the  wounded;  men 
and  women  whose  spiritual  hearts  are 
being  rendered  asunder  by  these  new 
overlords,  who  wield  in  their  hands  an 
alien  and  pernicious  power.  It  is  as  if  the 
power  of  the  forces  of  evil  have  at  last 
been  loosed  in  the  holy  place,  and  those 
who  cherish  the  turn  of  the  other  cheek 
are  being  felled  with  every  new  swoop  of 
the  usurpers’  scythe. 

The  carnage  is  all  around  us.  It  is  not 
just  a  question  of  the  exodus  of  millions 
of  people  from  the  church,  or  a 
consideration  of  the  millions  more  who 
belong  in  name  only,  it  is  the  injustice 
being  perpetrated  by  those  who  hold  the 
reins  of  the  church,  but  whose  words 
belie  the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
humanistic,  Marxist  and  socialistic 
terms  which  are  now  being  infused  into 
the  language  of  the  church  are  twisting 
and  contorting  the  original  meanings  of 
the  doctrines  of  faith,  so  that  the 
prostituted  definitions  which  are  now 
arising  would  be  unrecognizable  to  our 
Wesleyan  founders. 

Meanings  changed 

Witness  the  word  “evangelize,”  which 
means  "to  preach  the  Gospel,"  or  “to 
convert  to  Christianity.”  Our  leaders 
have  now  given  it  a  humanistic 
interpretation,  so  that  anything  done  in 
-Z1'  the  name  of  humanistic  aims,  regardless 


of  whether  it  touches  upon  salvation  is. 
we  are  told,  to  be  considered 
“evangelism.”  The  command  to  make 
disciples  of  Christ  of  all  the  world  has 
been  perverted  to  mean  “make  people 
good  people.”  though  no  human  agency 
yet  devised  can  accomplish  such  a  task 
apart  from  God. 

Witness  the  recent  Mid-Quadrennial 
Message  from  the  Council  of  Bishops  as 
an  example  of  official  Methodist 
language  which  is  almost  bereft  of 
biblical  meaning.  The  ease  with  which  it 
makes  the  translation  into  Spanish  in 
such  phrases  as  “the  transformation  of 
persons.”  and  the  "renewal  of  society.” 
is  an  indicator  of  the  subjectivity  of  the 
language  employed  and  the  vagueness  of 
its  meaning.  A  Marxist  connotation  can 
readily  be  supplied  for  such  drivel  as 
“renewal  of  society,"  for  what  does 
"renewal  of  society,”  mean,  if  not  the 
substitution  of  a  new  order  for  an  old  one. 

Marxist  idiom 

To  better  society,  or  to  improve  social 
conditions  is  a  worthwhile  aim,  but  to 
argue  that  a  totally  new  order  is 
necessary  is  to  use  language  which  falls 
squarely  in  the  Marxist  idiom.  And.  lest 
we  forget,  Marxism  is  the  sworn  enemy 
of  Christianity,  and  the  more  we  permit 
the  use  of  Marxist  terms  by  our  own 
church  leadership,  the  more  we  endanger 
the  noble  purpose  of  God. 

The  bishops’  call  to  be  an  "inclusive” 
church  or  not  to  be  "a  church  at  all”  is 
derived  directly  from  Marxist  utopian 
thought  of  a  "classless  society,”  and 
stands  in  direct  contradition  of  Christian 
doctrine.  The  Johannine  corpus  is  full  of 
the  distinction  between  believer  and  non¬ 
believer,  between  the  children  of  God 
and  the  children  of  Satan,  and  any 
demand  that  we  be  "inclusive”  without 
regard  to  the  deep  divisions  between  the 
children  of  light  and  the  children  of 
darkness  is  a  mark  of  incredible  naivete 
at  best.  Such  simplistic  terminology 
might  be  excusable  were  it  indeed 
merely  harmless,  but  when  it  borders  on 
the  edge  of  blasphemy,  as  does  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  statement,  it 
becomes  ludicrous  in  its  logic,  and 
infamous  in  its  implications. 

The  third  element  in  the  phalanx  of  this 
assault  on  traditional  Christian  thinking 
—  socialism  —  is  perhaps  no  less 
compatible  with  Christian  mores  than  its 
well  known  adversary  of  the  New 
Economy  —  capitalism.  Nevertheless, 
its  has  become  destructive  of  Christian 
ends  when  its  jargon  is  used  to  deny  the 
existence  of  personal  sin  and  to  deny  the 
fact  that  evil  is  most  clearly  manifested 
in  the  wrongful  acts  of  individuals. 

In  a  recent  pastors’  retreat  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Conference,  a  host  of 


clergy  sat  in  dumb  acquiescence, 
listening  to  a  speaker  who  proposed  the 
thesis  that  the  behavior  of  great  apes 
should  become  the  guideline  for  the 
solution  to  human  problems.  While  the 
fact  that  such  a  fantastic  example  of 
simian  preposterousness  could  be 
seriously  presented  in  a  United 
Methodist  forum  stretches  credulity,  it 
serves  nevertheless  to  illustrate  how  far 
advanced  in  the  theology  of  our 
leadership  is  the  socialistic  notion  that 
one  group  of  beings,  no  matter  how 
reprobate,  can  serve  as  the  moral 
example  for  others. 

The  socialistic  notion  that  the 
redistribution  of  wealth  is  the  key  to 
happiness  can  be  seen  in  innumerable 
resolutions  presented  by  our  official 
church  boards.  Yet,  sadly,  we  ignore 
almost  completely  such  biblical  com¬ 
mands  as  caring  for  widows  and  orphans, 
as  evidenced  by  our  callous  disregard 
for  those  left  without  husbands  or  fathers 
by  the  tragedy  in  Southeast  Asia. 

We  are  told  that  society  produces 
crime,  and  our  leadership  panders  to  the 
criminal,  without  salving  the  wounds  of 
the  criminal’s  victim.  Murder,  rape  and 
the  butchery  of  human  flesh  abound,  yet 
because  of  the  socialistic  thinking 
embraced  by  our  leadership,  we  coddle 
the  heinous  and  spit  in  the  face  of  the 
biblical  demand  for  justice.  We  are  told 
to  provide  equal  recompense  in  the  face 
of  chicanery  in  the  pulpit,  to  ignore  the 
Pauline  injunction  that  “he  who  does  not 
work,  does  not  eat,"  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  those  who  abide  by  the 
commandments  to  the  plundered  by 
those  who  live  in  communes  which  daily 
make  a  mockery  of  all  that  is  holy. 

The  words  of  our  leadership  are 
tantamount  to  a  command  for  Shiloh  to 
support  the  stench  of  Sodom,  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  *  the  tortured  cries  of 
rebellion  are  heard  so  loudly  from  the 
still  God-fearing  of  our  communion.  It 
remains  incredible  that  those  whose 
faces  our  leaders  daily  sting  with  the  slap 
of  the  gauntlet,  have  not  picked  up  the 
glove  themselves  in  defense  of  the  love  of 
the  faith  that  is  Christ’s. 

These  three  apostates  —  humanism, 
Marxism  and  socialism  —  have  already 
become  the  near-knife  of  schism  in  the 
church.  Yet,  if  they  .  continue 
•unchallenged  and  unchecked,  they  will 
succeed  in  this  denomination  in  snuffing 
out  the  flame  of  Pentecost,  which  once 
burned  so  brightly  in  Methodism.  In  their 
abandonment  of  the  use  of  the  language 
of  our  Lord,  our  leadership  is  sewing  the 
wind,  and  I  tremble  lest  they  reap  for 
themselves  the  whirlwind. 

James  French  is  pastor  of  Leland 
and  Syndom  UMCs  in  the  N.  Illinois 
Conference.  .  u  . 


Readers  view  evangelicals,  politics,  health  care,  stock  market 


No  ‘hardshipg’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  article  headlined 
“Evangelical  hardship  debated” 
(TM/UMR.  May  18),  I  have  served  in  the 
new  England  and  Southern  New  England 
Conferences  all  of  my  ministry  as  well  as 
growing  up  in  Massachusetts,  going  to 
College  at  Union  College,  BarbourviUe, 
Kentucky  and  Garrett  and  Drew 
University.  "I  have  always  been  an 
evangelical  in  theological  persuasion  and 
I  have  not  encountered  any  “hardship” 
either  in  appointment  or  in  involvement 
in  leadership  positions  in  the  church. 

I  consider  the  Southern  New  England 
Conference  one  of  the  most  liberal 
conferences  in  all  of  United  Methodism, 
both  theologically  and  socially,  and  yet 
my  diversity  and  my  contribution  have 
not  been  stifled  through  die  years.  I  have 
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never  been  warned,  or  threatened,  nor 
has  it  ever  been  suggested  that  I  use  only 
United  Methodist  material  or  films  or 
curriculum  resources. 

My  response  is  only  my  own  ;  I  cannot 
speak  for  the  other  few  evangelicals  in 
the  conference,  but  for  me,  diversity  has 
been  an  exciting  area  of  sharing  and 
communication  for  the  whole  church. 

John  R.  Smith 

Northampton,  Massachusetts 

Label  too  narrow 

To  the  Editor: 

Pat  Sites’  article  headlined 
“Evangelical  hardship  debated” 
(TM/UMR,  May  25)  did  a  superb  job  of 
clarifying  for  me  the  United  Methodist 
position  on  theological  pluralism. 
However,  Mrs.  Sites  failed  to  recognize 
the  great  danger  in  equating  the  terms 
“evangelical”  and  “theological  right.” 

Webster  defines  "evangelical”  as 
“pertaining  to  or  designating  that  party 
or  school  among  Protestants  which  holds 
that  the  essence  of  the  gospel  consists 
mainly  in  its  doctrines  of  man’s  sinful 
condition  and  need  of  salvation,  the 
revelation  of  God’s  grace  in  Christ,  the 
necessity  of  spiritual  renovation,  and 
participation  in  the  experience  of 
redemption  through  faith.” 

Who,  liberal  or  conservative,  is  willing 
to  deny  that  this  is  the  essence  of  the 
gospel?  If  we  casually  assume  that  the 
theological  right  has  a  monopoly  on  this 
position,  is  this  not  an  admittance  that 
the  middle  and  left  have  less  grasp  of  the 
gospel  than  the  right?  As  a  “liberal 
evangelical.”  I  am  offended  by  this 
assumption.  WarrenHamby  jr. 

West  Palm  Beach.  Florida 

Involvement  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  headline  above  the  May  18  letters 
to  the  Editor,  "Christians  should  avoid 
politics,”  prompts  me  to  express  my 
opinion  briefly  on  this  subject. 

I  believe  most  of  us  agree  that  we 
should  be  in  politics  to  the  extent  of 
accepting  it  as  a  privilege  and  duty  to 
cast  our  ballot  on  election  day.  With  less 
than  50  percent  of  the  eligible  voters 
casting  ballots  on  many  election  days, 
our  country  can  be  approaching 
complete  failure  to  function 
democratically. 

Likewise,  most  of  us  will  agree  that 
Christians  should  NOT  avoid  politics.  In 
fact,  if  more  Christians  participated 
as  party  members  and  workers  in 
politics,  we  could  raise  the  level  of 
ethical  standards  in  party  activity. 

However,  I  believe  that  Christian 
organizations  such  as  our  United 
Methodist  Church  should  definitely 
refrain  from  taking  official  stands  on 
political  issues.  Our  clergy  should 
certainly  feel  free  to  sermonize  from 
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the  pulpit  on  political  issues  but  no 
council  or  conference  should  ever  go  on 
record  with  an  opinion  representing  its 
membership  as  taking  a  stand  on  any 
political  issue. 

Each  member  should  be  free  to 
exercise  his  own  judgment  guided  by  his 
conscience. 

We  as  individual  Christians  should 
become  more  and  more  deeply  involve  1 
in  political  activity. 

Harold  H.  Osborn 
Syracuse,  New  York 

Politics  important 

To  the  Editor: 

Correspondent  Richard  M.  Lock  ad¬ 
vocates  that  Christians  stay  aloof  from 
politics  (TM/UMR,  May  18). 

I  cannot  let  this  pass  me  by  without  an 
appropriate  rejoinder. 

Politics  is  the  bread  and  meat  and  po¬ 
tatoes  of  life  in  this  political  age.  To  stay 
away  from  politics  is  to  permit  other 
people  to  run  our  lives  and  control  our 
wages,  prices,  rents,  etc. 

Politics  is  dirty  only  because  more 
clean  people  do  not  participate  in  the 
democratic  process  of  running  their 
country.  If  more  clean  people  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  become  involved  in  government,  it 
would  no  longer  be  dirty.  We,  as  practic¬ 
ing  Christians,  have  both  a  duty  and  a 
need  to  become  political  creatures  for 
the  ultimate  good  of  our  neighbors  and 
ourselves,  showing  our  deep  concern  for 
the  welfare  of  other  people  in  the  most 
practical  ways  possible.  This,  to  me,  is 
truly  Christianity  in  action.  Tyranny 
comes  about  when  good  people  remain 
silent:  I,  for  one,  do  not  dare  to  remain 

s,lenl!  Bart  LanierStafford  III 

El  Paso.  Texas 

Editorial  naive 

To  the  Editor: 

In  its  May  25  issue.  TM/UMR  charges 
that  the  American  Medical  Association  is 
"either  incredibly  naive,  calloused  or 
self-serving"  for  daring  to  suggest  that 


the  massive  federally  controlled  health 
plan  of  Sen.  Kennedy  is  not  the  best 
means  of  serving  the  health  needs  of  the 
American  public. 

We  are  saddened  and  puzzled  at  the 
incredible  naivete  of  the  editorial  writer 
in  assuming  that  the  professional 
association  of  the  American  physician  is 
not  interested  in  making  certain  that  all 
Americans  have  access  to  health  care. 
The  AMA  has  fought  for  this  principle  for 
more  than  100  years.  Many  of  the  health 
programs  of  today,  U.S.  Public  Health 
Services.  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
and  many  others,  came  about  as  a  direct 
result  of  lobbying  by  the  American 
doctors  through  the  AMA. 

There  are  a  few  gaps  in  the  nation’s 
system  of  access  to  health  care.  There 
are  perhaps  10  percent  of  the  nation  not 
fully  covered  by  private  insurance, 
Medicare,  Medicaid,  veterans’  programs 
and  other  health  financing  mechanisms. 
The  AMA  has  for  10  years  introduced 
bills  into  Congress  that  would  plug  these 
gaps,  and  most  particularly  would 
protect  families  against  catastrophic 
illness.  The  AMA  will  continue  to  work  to 
insure  health  care  access  for  all. 

But  we  do  not  agree  with  Sen.  Kennedy 
that  a  massive  federal  bureaucracy  and 
massive  federal  controls  are  the  best 
way  to  deliver  health  care  to  the 
American  public.  Since  when  has  the 
federal  government  ever  been  able  to  do 
anything  for  less  money  and  with  less  red 
tape  than  the  private  sector?  Do  we 
really  want  our  health  care  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  those  fumbling  people  who 
brought  us  the  U.S.  postal  system? 

The  U.S.  has  the  best  system  of  health 
care  in  the  world.  It  would  be  a  sad 
mistake  to  wreck  the  entire  system  to  fill 
the  few  remaining  gaps. 

Frank  Chappell 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Editor's  Note:  The  editorial  in  question 
neither  supported  nor  opposed  Sen. 


Kennedy’s  specific  health  care  proposal. 
The  AMA  was  charged  with  being 
"incredibly  naive,  calloused  or  self- 
serving”  for  implying,  in  response  to 
Sen.  Kennedy’s  proposal,  that  we  do  not 
already  have  “rationing  of  health  care 
services  for  many  persons  in  this  country 
—  on  the  basis  of  their  ability  to  pay.  ” 

Stocks  are  gambling 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  John  Wesley,  Methodism  has 
stood  against  gambling. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Pensions,  in  its  recent  report,  states  that 
a  large  portion  of  their  reserves  are  stock 
market  purchases. 

A  vice-president  of  our  bank  (one  of  the 
largest  in  the  Southwest)  was  asked  if, 
when  he  interviewed  a  prospect  for 
employment  as  a  teller  or  a  cashier  and 
this  prospect  said  that  he  played  the 
stock  market,  would  he  employ  that 
person?  The  bank  vice-president  said, 
“NO.” 

The  television  program  “Wall  Street 
Week”  features  interviews  with 
authorities  on  the  stock  market.  These 
authorities  offer  advice  to  the  public.  A 
common  comment  is  “Only  the  money 
you  can  afford  to  lose  should  be  put  in  the 
stock  market.” 

Our  question  is  to  the  Judicial  Council 
and  the  bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church:  Why  should  the  United 
Methodist  Church  or  any  of  its 
subdivisions  be  permitted  to  take  a 
gamble  on  the  stock  market  with  money 


that  we  have  entrusted  to  their  care? 

John  A.  Campbell 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

New  perspective 

To  the  Editor: 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  distressing 
decline  in  membership  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  I  believe  we  have 
been  unnecessarily  alarmed.  After  a  few 
years  of  pluralism,  no  American,  from 
Jane  Fonda  to  John  Mitchell,  can  rest 
comfortably  in  the  knowledge  that  he  is 
not  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

It  all  depends  on  how  you  look  at  it. 

Dale  B.  Kincaid 
Massillon,  Ohio 
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language 


We  all  speak  it— understand  it. 
Even  the  church  uses  it  to  com¬ 
municate  the  Gospel.  In  this  and  90 
other  nations,  United  Methodist 
World  Service  dollars  speak  to 
people  through  missions,  evan¬ 
gelism,  education,  worship,  stew¬ 
ardship,  social  action,  minority  con¬ 
cerns  and  other  forms  of  Christian 
witness.  Each  World  Service  dollar 
speaks  of  your  concern  for  a  world 
desperately  needing  to  hear  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ. 

World  Sorvlce  l» 

pooplo  serving  people. 


For  more  information 
on  how  the  annual 
$24,980,000 
World  Service  budget 
"speaks"  write: 

United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  Street 
Eveneton,  III.  60201 


t 


JUNE  15.  1979 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


250,000  at 
‘ Jesus  79 ’ 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  An  estimated 
250,000  people,  representing  virtually 
every  Christian  denomination, 
gathered  in  27  cities  on  the  eve  of 
Pentecost  to  celebrate  "the  birthday 
of  the  church”  and  to  pray  that 
Christian  divisions  be  healed. 

Billed  as  Jesus  ’79.  the  June  2  rallies 
were  charismatic,  with  heavy 
emphasis  on  emotional  expression  of 
faith  and  praise  of  the  Lord  in  word 
and  song,  but  the  participation 
extended  beyond  the  charismatic 
movement  and  was  supported  by 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  as  well  as 
mainline  and  evangelical  Protestant 
Church  authorities. 

In  the  photo,  part  of  the  crowd  of 
40,000  attending  the  Jesus  '79  rally  at 
Shea  Stadium.  Flushing.  N.Y..  join 
together  in  a  prayer  of  praise. 
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Church  women  reviving  unity 

Tensions  over  feminism,  pluralism  yet  to  be  resolved 
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UMC  gets  into  solar 
energy  in  a  big  way 

By  BEA  JONES 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  —  Christian  women 
may  be  ready  to  put  ecumenical  efforts 
on  the  front  burner  again  after  a  low  ebb 
of  interest  during  most  of  the  ’70s,  say 
leaders  and  observers  of  Church  Women 
United— the  largest  ecumenical  women’s 
organization  in  the  United  States. 

But  even  as  the  movement  appears  to 
be  picking  up  steam,  two  unresolved 
tensions  could  make  or  break  the 
comeback.  One  is  what  position  to  take  in 
the  face  of  the  polarization  over  women’s 
issues,  “feminism”  particularly.  And  the 
other  is  how  to  function  effectively  within 
the  broad  spectrum  of  diversity  under 
the  Church  Women  United  umbrella. 

If  these  tensions  —  which  are  also 
present  in  society  at  large  —  can  be 
resolved  within  the  ecumenical  women’s 
movement,  leaders  believe  they  will  be 
in  a  position  to  help  society  at  large 
resolve  its  polarizations  and  problems 
with  pluralism. 

Church  Women  United  is  as  diverse  a 
mix  as  one  could  conceive  since  “every 
Christian  woman”  is  technically  wel¬ 
come  in  the  movement,  leaders  say. 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic,  Orthodox, 
“evangelicals”  and  the  Reorganized 
Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints  support  the 
purposes  of  the  organization.  They  see 
themselves  “as  a  visible  fellowship” 
which  witnesses  to  its  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  through  three  celebration  days  — 
World  Day  of  Prayer,  World  Community 
Day,  and  May  Fellowship  Day  —  and 
which  “goes  out  into  every  neighborhood 
and  nation”  the  rest  of  the  year  with  a 
strong  emphasis  on  “responsible  citizen 
action.” 

Homosexuality 
decision  called 
for  by  New  York 

BRIDGEPORT,  Conn.  (UMC)  -  The 
New  York  Annual  Conference  has  voted 
to  petition  the  Judicial  Council,  the 
“supreme  court”  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  for  a  declaratory  decision  on 
whether  “a  self-avowed  practicing 
homosexual  clergyperson”  is  eligible  for 
a  ministerial  appointment  under  church 
law. 

The  vote  by  both  clergy  and  lay 
delegates  to  the  annual  conference  came 
here  June  8  in  an  uncounted  show  of 
hands.  It  followed  more  than  an  hour  of 
debate  and  an  evening-long  formal/panel 
presentation  June  7  on  "Human 
Sexuality,  Sexual  Orientation  and 
Theological  Reflection.” 

An  amendment  that  would  have 
broadened  the  resolution  by  seeking  a 
judgment  not  only  on  homosexuals  but 
also  on  “a  clergyperson  who  does  not 
conform  with  other  provisions  of  the 
Social  Principles”  failed  by  10  votes.  The 
count  was  397  for  the  amendment,  407 
against. 

The  original  motion  was  co-sponsored 
by  the  Bishop’s  cabinet  and  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 


The  movement  —  it  has  no  member¬ 
ship  list  —  is  supported  nationally 
by  28  denominational  women’s  organi¬ 
zations  and  encompasses  as  many  as 
27  million  church  women,  according  to 
the  president,  Mary  Louise  Rowand  of 
Dallas.  The  almost  40-year-old 
movement  has  2,000  autonomous  local 
units  and  state  units  in  the  U.S.  with  ties 
to  Christian  women’s  groups  around  the 
world. 

Regional  conferences 

Three  regional  conferences  —  the  final 
one  held  here  last  week  —  drew 
approximately  100  church  women  of 
diverse  ages,  races  and  denominations 
together  to  “do  theology”  from  a 
feminist  perspective.  They  also 
discussed  how  church  women  “united” 
can  respond  to  the  “three  great  problems 
of  our  time  —  sexism,  racism  and  class 
elitism”  —  as  well  as  find  new  ways  to 
organize  ecumenical  efforts. 

“Christian  feminism”  as  defined  here 
at  the  conference  —  “believing  in  and 
working  for  the  equality  of  women  and 
men”  —  and  the  study  of  numerous  Bible 
passages  did  not  seem  to  raise  many 
hackles,  but  the  women  were  well  aware 
that  “Phyllis  Schlafly’s  anti-ERA  crowd 
has  done  its  best  to  make  feminism  a 
naughty  word”  as  one  participant  said. 
Feminism  is  better  understood  as  the 
positive  remedy  for  sexism,  team 
leaders  said. 

Church  Women  United  with  its  diverse 
constituency  is  caught  in  a  squeeze. 
“Some  see  our  major  purpose  being  to 
claim  and  help  women  claim  the  right 
understanding  of  Christian  feminism,” 
general  director  Martha  Edens  told  TM/ 
UMR.  “Others  say  if  our  goal  is  the 
equality  of  women  and  men— which  we 
believe  is  biblically  mandated— we  don’t 
want  to  use  a  word  that  puts  up  barriers 
to  the  women  we  most  want  to  reach.” 
Ms.  Edens  is  a  United  Methodist  who  has 
been  the  top  executive  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  since  1975. 

On  the  “responsible  citizen  action” 
front,  Marilyn  Breitling  of  St.  Louis,  a 
United  Church  of  Christ  executive,  said 
she  believes  the  power  that  an 
ecumenical  women’s  group  has  to  open 
doors  —  both  in  local  communities  and  to 
the  White  House  —  is  just  beginning  to  be 
appreciated.  She  said  “they  can  go 
places  where  a  denominational  group 
can’t  get  in.” 

People’s  platform’ 

Church  Women  United  did  go  to  the 
White  House  with  a  “people’s  platform” 
in  1977  listing  the  10  major  concerns 
identified  through  some  400  “town 
meetings”  held  across  the  nation  during 
the  Bicentennial  year. 

But  they  didn’t  just  drop  them  off  and 
forget  the  10  planks,  said  Ms.  Eden.  The 
“people’s  platform”  is  their  basic 
document  for  community  work.  Picking 
six  of  the  10  —  education,  employment, 
housing,  medical/health  care,  transpor¬ 
tation  and  welfare  —  the  organization 
arranged  bus  tours  to  15  major  cities 
to  get  teams  of  women  in  touch  with 
the  realities  of  these  problems.  She  said 
the  “urban  causeways”  program  in  1978 


is  being  repeated  on  a  smaller  scale  in 
other  regions  this  year  to  give  state 
and  local  units  first-hand  insights  and 
contacts  with  urban  life  situations  in 
schools,  welfare  offices,  hospitals,  etc. 

“The  emphasis  is  on  people  —  not 
abstract  issues,”  Ms.  Edens  said.  “They 
have  found  they  were  welcome.  And  they 
have  learned  the  central  fact  is  that 
racism  deeply  affects  every  issue.” 

“The  need  for  an  ecumenical  women’s 
movement  is  critical  today,”  several 
observed  during  the  deliberations  here, 
because  of  the  need  to  tackle  massive 
problems  from  a  united  base  and 
because  of  the  mood  of  fear,  polarization 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

“GCOM  Executive  Committee  — 
Document  #5” 

It  sounds  harmless  enough;  just  four 
pages  of  recommendations  on  what  most 
church  members  would  agree  is  a  deadly 
drab  subject:  church  structure.  But  to 
most  of  the  top  executives  of  United 
Methodism’s  national  boards  and 
agencies,  “Document  #5”  is  not 
“harmless”  at  all. 

They  are  angry  about  it.  One  says  it  is 
a  “political  document.”  Another  says  the 
way  the  paper  has  been  developed 
“raises  serious  questions  about  how 
United  Methodists  work  together.”  A 
third  says  he  “feels  betrayed”  and  calls 
the  “timing”  of  the  paper  “outrageous.” 

Meanwhile  the  top  executive  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  —  whose  executive  committee 
wrote  the  paper  —  says  he  is  surprised  by 
all  the  negative  reaction.  “The  agencies 
can  do  whatever  they  want  with  these 
recommendations,”  he  says.  “They  are 
just  suggestions.” 

’Suggestions’ 

Among  the  “suggestions”  made  in  the 
paper  are  ones  which: 

•  call  for  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  (1)  eliminate  its  Health  and 
Welfare  Division,  (2)  combine  its  World 
and  National  Divisions  into  a  “Division 
of  Missions,”  (3)  turn  its  Education  and 
Cultivation  Division  into  a  committee 
instead  of  a  division,  and  (4)  reduce  the 
number  of  “at-large”  board  members 
(many  of  whom  are  ethnic  minority 
persons). 

•  call  for  the  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  to  (1)  more  precisely 
define  its  purpose  and  function  in  the 
church  and  (2)  quit  using  a  three-person 
“secretariat”  for  executive  leadership  — 
replacing  it  with  a  single  executive. 

•  would  make  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications  and  United  Methodist 
Communications  a  “Board  of  Commu¬ 
nications.” 

•  call  for  the  Board  of  Discipleship  to 
(1)  organize  a  new  unit  on  youth 
ministry,  (2)  consider  redoing  its 
internal  structure  and  (3)  re-examine 
the  rationale  for  a  request  to  make  the 
“Upper  Room”  equivalent  to  a  division. 

“I  am  deeply  concerned  that  such 
radical  changes  have  been  proposed  only 
a  few  weeks  after  GCOM  officers  and 
staff  met  with  the  leadership  of  our 


and  uncertainty  in  society.  It  is  not 
enough  just  to  be  together,  they  said. 
“Christ’s  mandate  for  unity  involves 
both  being  and  doing.” 

“Being”  means  making  the  diversity 
the  organization  has  always  affirmed  a 
working  reality  in  local  units,  said 
Lorinne  Cunningham  of  Memphis,  a  UM 
with  a  strong  commitment  to  ecumenical 
action.  “Doing”  means  reaching  out  to 
include  all  churches,  be  thoroughly  inter¬ 
racial  and  integrated  age-wise. 

“We  have  to  go  to  see,  to  listen,  to 
compromise  and  to  learn  to  live  with  one 
annthpr  ”  Ms.  Edens  said. 


boards  and  assured  us  no  major 
reorganization  plans  were  being 
considered  by  them  for  the  1980  General 
Conference,”  says  Tracey  K.  Jones,  top 
executive  of  the  mission  board.  “There 
was  no  opportunity  for  directors  of  the 
board  to  deal  with  this  at  our  April 
meeting,  where  we  were  working  on 
legislation.” 

Dr.  Jones  also  is  openly  critical  about 
the  way  GCOM  staff  handled  the  release 
of  the  document  to  the  press. 

“Our  first  knowledge  of  this  came 
through  a  news  release.  No  word  was 
shared  with  the  president  or  general 
secretary  of  any  general  agency  as  to 
what  was  going  on,”  he  told  TM/UMR. 
“The  issue  is  not  the  right  of  GCOM  to 
make  proposals.  But  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  done  raises  serious 
questions  about  how  United  Methodists 
work  together.” 

His  concerns  are  shared  by  George 
Outen,  top  executive  of  the  UMC’s  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  whose  agency 
also  come  in  for  recommended  internal 
changes. 

“I  am  greatly  disturbed  by  the 
process,”  Dr.  Outen  said.  “The  timing  is 
outrageous.  We  don’t  need  GCOM 
shooting  from  the  hip  in  the  last  year  of 
the  quadrennium.  I’m  at  a  loss  as  to 
whether  they  are  not  serious  about  what 
they  recommend,  or  don’t  take  us 
seriously.  We  don't  have  time  to  deal 
with  these  recommendations  at  this 
point.” 

Concern  raised 

Also  concerned  over  the  process  used 
is  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  top  executive  of 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  —  whose  agency  received  no 
specific  recommendations  for  change  in 
the  document. 

“This  is  a  political  document,”  Dr. 
Trotter  says.  “It  leans  heavily  on  some  of 
the  anxieties  that  are  already  latent  in 
the  UMC.  The  way  this  thing  has  been 
done  is  completely  unacceptable.” 

Dr  Trotter  says  he  is  “greatly 
disappointed”  in  GCOM  and  hopes  this  is 
not  an  indication  of  the  style  under  which 
GCOM  intends  to  operate. 

Meanwhile,  Norman  E.  Dewire,  top 
executive  of  the  GCOM,  defends  the 
appropriateness  of  his  executive 
committee’s  action,  although  he  admits 
it  was  “unfortunate”  that  news  of  the 
document  came  through  the  church 
press  before  he  was  able  to  get  the 
document  in  the  hands  of  the  board 
executives. 


Staff  Writer 

FAIRDEALING.  Ky.  -  The  first 
shovels  of  earth  will  be  turned  here  this 
month  for  a  $4  million  solar  energy 
powered  retirement  facility  sponsored 
by  the  Paducah  District  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Memphis  confer¬ 
ence.  And  UMs  may  take  pride  that 
it  is  the  largest  solar  energy  project 
in  the  U.S. 

Lakeland  Wesley  Village,  to  be 
constructed  on  a  rural  site  along  the 
Tennessee  River  in  Western  Kentucky, 
will  harness  the  sun  to  produce  84 
percent  of  its  winter  heat  and  52  percent 
of  its  hot  water,  according  to  project 
director  Robert  W.  Werle. 

Phase  one  of  the  planned  complex  will 
include  96  apartment  units  and  a 
community  activity  building.  The  com¬ 
pleted  project  will  include  apartments, 
as  well  as  homes  and  residential  health 
care  facilities. 

The  structures  will  not  only  be  almost 
totally  energy  efficient,  said  Mr.  Werle, 
but  “more  fun  to  live  in.”  Apartments 
will  open  into  interior  gardens  where 
plants  and  trees  will  grow  year-round, 
because  of  the  greenhouse-like  interior. 
Natural  grade  ramps  will  provide  access 
for  the  handicapped. 

The  Marshall  County  area  where  the 
project  is  located  is  fast  becoming  a 
retirement  community  because  of  its 
“country”  atmosphere  and  lower  cost  of 
living,  said  the  Rev.  Jerry  B.  Carr, 
Paducah  district  superintendent.  A 
feasibility  study  showed  the  need  for 
retirement  housing  in  the  area. 

The  idea  to  use  solar  energy  for  the 
project  came  when  the  local  wholesale 
power  company,  the  Tennessee  Valley 
Authority  (TVA),  challenged  the 
planners  ( the  Paducah  District  Council 
on  Ministries)  to  save  more  energy. 
Studies  comparing  conventional  and 


“We  told  them  (board  executives)  we 
were  going  to  talk  about  General 
Conference  legislation,”  he  says.  "I 
don’t  know  what  they  thought  that  means 
if  not  structure.” 

He  says  GCOM  is  just  “trying  to  be 
responsible  with  various  pieces  of 
information  it  has  accumulated  during 
the  quadrennium.” 

“All  of  this  was  above  board,”  he  says. 
“These  are  not  things  we  are  going  to 
send  to  General  Conference  on  our  own. 
They  are  suggestions  to  the  general 
agencies.  They  can  deal  with  them  or 
ignore  them  —  whatever  they  choose. 
The  document  is  theirs.” 

So,  is  “Document  »5”  really 
“harmless”? 

After  “cooling  down,”  most  agency 
executives  admit  that  the  document 
itself  is  only  a  “flash  in  the  pan”  issue. 

The  real  issue,  most  say,  is  whether  the 
“trust  level”  between  the  GCOM  and  the 
general  boards  of  the  church  has  been 
“seriously  damaged”  by  the  incident  at  a 
time  —  only  11  months  before  General 
Conference  —  when  all  parts  of  the 
church  “need  to  be  working  together.” 

“I  hope  they  don’t  have  any  more 
surprises  in  the  works,”  says  one  board 
executive. 

“Our  process  is  open.  I’m  surprised  we 
surprised  them,”  says  Dr.  Dewire. 


solar  construction  models  showed  a 
saving  of  more  than  $2  million  in  energy 
costs  across  a  30-year  period.  The  TVA  is 
giving  financial  and  technical  assistance 
to  the  project,  and  will  use  the  village  as 
a  model  for  other  solar  projects.  The 
Lakeland  village  is  the  first  to  receive 
incentive  grants  from  the  TVA  to  save 
energy,  said  Mr.  Werle. 

“The  TVA  is  interested  in  this  project 
because  we  are  interested  in  keeping 
electric  rates  down,  and  helping  people 
use  energy  more  efficiently,”  said  TVA 
information  officer  Darlene  McDonald, 
“and  the  United  Methodists  have  the 
same  frame  of  mind.  ’  ’ 

Dr.  Carr  described  the  solar-powered 
construction  to  TM/UMR  by  comparing 
it  to  a  thermos  bottle.  The  south  walls 
will  be  composed  of  masonry  on  the 
inside  and  insulated  by  glass  on  the 
outside,  much  as  a  thermos  bottle,  to 
absorb  heat  from  the  sun  during  the  day. 
and  slowly  radiate  the  heat  to  the 
apartments  during  the  evening.  All  the 
buildings  are  oriented  toward  the  south, 
giving  maximum  exposure  to  the  low 
angle  of  the  winter  sun.  South  walls  will 
be  shaded  from  the  higher  angled 
summer  sun  by  overhangings  and 
awnings. 

Back-up  energy  will  be  supplied  by 
water  heat  pumps,  electricity  and  a  wood 
burning  stove  fueled  by  wood  harvested 
on  the  135-acre  site,  he  said.  Air 
conditioning  will  also  be  45  percent  more 
efficient  because  of  the  air  ventilation 
system  provided  in  the  solar  design. 

To  make  sure  anyone  can  live  in  the 
village,  a  government  funded  rent 
assistance  program  will  aid  low  and 
moderate  income  persons.  Dr.  Carr  said. 

Mr.  Werle  says  he  is  “all  fired  up”  over 
solar  energy  and  conservation.  “It’s  the 
right  place  for  the  church.  We  should  be 
concerned  about  the  long  haul, 
conserving  energy  rather  than  adding  to 
the  problem.  Conservation  gives  us  time 
to  ease  into  appropriate  technology,”  he 
said. 

‘Gay’  caucus 
given  okay 
for  exhibit 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  (RNS)  -  A 
possible  confrontation  between  United 
Methodist  Bishop  J.  Chess  Lovem  and 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Gay  * 
Caucus  was  averted  here  when  the 
bishop  reluctantly  agreed  to  give  the 
“gays”  exhibit  space  at  the  Southwest 
Texas  conference. 

Bishop  Lovern  called  the  12-member 
caucus  group  discourteous,  but  allowed  ■ 
them  exhibit  space  in  La  Villita  Assembly 
Hall  where  the  conference  was  held. 

Earlier,  in  a  letter  to  caucus  member 
Troy  Stokes  of  Austin,  Bishop  Lovem  had 
turned  down  the  exhibit  space  request. 

“I  do  not  wish  to  be  unkind  except  to 
say  to  you  that  this  conference  has  gone  - 
through  the  trauma  of  the  question  (of 
homosexuality)  several  times  before  and 
it  would  be  of  no  service  to  you  or  the 
conference  to  open  the  matter  in  this  • 
manner  again,”  he  wrote. 

Bishop  Lovern  said  the  space  would  be  * 
denied  because  the  displays  would  have  • 
nothing  to  do  with  the  conference’s  ■ 
business. 

At  that  time,  Mr.  Stokes,  who  said  the  ■ 
purpose  of  the  caucus  was  to  remove  < 
language  from  the  “Book  of  Discipline” 
which  referred  to  homosexuality  as 
“incompatible  with  Christian  teaching,” 
said  the  “gay"  caucus  would  be  at  the 
conference  anyway  and.  if  necessary,  • 
would  stage  a  “sit-in"  to  press  their 
point.  At  this  point,  the  bishop  agreed  to  • 
the  exhibit. 

Some  1,000  persons  attended  the 
annual  conference  held  at  the  Assembly 
Hall  and  Travis  Park  UMC.  The  367- 
member  conference  represents  some 
109,000  UMs  in  South  and  Southwest 
Texas. 

The  issue  of  homosexuality  has  come ! 
up  at  every  session  of  the  conference  • 
since  1971  when  Gene  Leggett,  an  avowed  ! 
homosexual,  was  removed  from  the ! 
ministry  of  the  UMC.  Mr.  Leggett,  who 
now  belongs  to  St.  Stephen’s  UMC  here, 
was  among  caucus  members  setting  up 
the  display  after  Bishop  Lovern  okayed  . 
it. 

“We  are  not  asking  them  (the  church) 
to  take  a  stand  for  us,”  he  said.  “We  are 
asking  them  to  talk  to  us.” 


Pontiff  meets  with  Poland’s  Communist  leader 


WARSAW  —  Pope  John  Paul  II  is  shown  on  June  2  during  his  historic  meeting  with 
Edward  Gierek,  first  secretary  of  the  ruling  Communist  Polish  United  Worker’s 
Party.  Mr.  Gierek  is  the  highest  ranking  official  in  Poland.  The  meeting  took  place  on 
the  first  day  of  the  first  visit  of  a  reigning  pontiff  to  a  Communist  nation. 

It  was  at  this  meeting  that  the  pope  laid  down  the  first  of  a  number  of  challenges  to 
the  Communist  state,  saying  that  the  church  had  a  legitimate  role  “to  serve  people 
also  in  the  temporal  dimension  of  their  daily  life  and  existence."  He  denied  the  church 
sought  privileges  “but  only  and  exclusively  what  is  essential  to  the  accomplishment 
of  her  mission.”  religious  news  service  photo 


Scarritf 

College  Nashville,  Tennessee 
Announces 
Six  Presidential  Merit 
Scholarships 
for  the  1979-80 
Academic  Year 

Full  tuition  scholarships  will  be 
awarded  to  undergraduate  and  grad¬ 
uate  students  interested  in  prepar¬ 
ing  for  careers  in: 

Christian  Education 
Church  and  Community 
Church  Music  Education 
Evangelism 

Applications  must  be  received  by 
July  1,  1979.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  contact: 

Office  of  Financial  Aid 
Scarritt  College 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 
1-800-251-2554 
(toll  free  number) 
1-615-327-2700,  ext.  521 
(Tennessee  residents  only) 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


For  the  11th  time 

For  11  straight  years  Edna  Lauver,  secretary  to  Bishop 
James  Armstrong,  has  been  involved  in  working  on  the 
final  draft  of  pastoral  appointments  for  the  North  and  South 
Dakota  conferences.  “Next  year  I  may  just  move  the 
pastors  myself,”  she  says,  “by  just  moving  everyone  up 
one  slot  on  the  sheet.’ 

Archbishop  answers  ’Mayday’  call  I 

Don  Meierhoff  appreciated  the  quick  response  to  his 
“Mayday”  distress  call,  little  realizing  that  the  angel  of 
mercy  circling  overhead  was  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  of  Anchorage.  Archbishop  Francis  T.  Hurley, 
who  pilots  his  own  Piper  Aztec  for  pastoral  visits 
throughout  his  farflung  archdiocese,  heard  the  relayed 
distress  call  that  Mr.  Meierhoff’s  small  plane  had  broken  a 
ski  landing  on,Susi.tna  Riyer,  20  miles  north  of  Anchorage. 
After  spotting  the  disabled  aircraft,  the  archbishop  circled 
above  until  he  heard  the  radio  message  that  a  rescue 
helicopter  was  on  the  way.  The  prelate  is  on  the  board  of 
trustees  of  United  Methodist-related  Alaska  Pacific 
University  (formerly  Alaska  Methodist  University)  and  an 
avid  supporter  of  the  school. 


I 

GCOM,  boards  conflict 


Edna  Lauver  at  work  on  the  pastoral  appointments 


Paper:  bureaucratic  ‘hot potato’ 
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In  San  Bias  Islands 


Student  effort  reaps  results 


NALL'NEGA.  Panama  —  Some  650  Kuna  Indians  on  this 
San  Bias  Island  off  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Panama  will  have  a 
fresh  water  supply  for  the  first  time  in  history  this  summer. 
And  it’s  due  to  18  students  and  faculty  from  the  University 
of  Missouri-Rolla  —  directed  by  United  Methodist  campus 
minister  Clayton  Smith  —  who  gave  up  their  spring 
vacation  to  work  with  the  Kunas  to  build  a  dam.  It’s  also 
due  to  world  hunger  grants  by  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  as  well  as  financial 
support  from  other  UM’s  and  ecumenical  groups. 

In  the  lower  photo.  Dr.  Ivon  Lowsley  (center),  director  of 
the  Christian  Technology  Action  Project,  holds  a  string 
during  construction  to  keep  the  dam  and  spillway  level 
constant.  In  the  right  photo.  Kuna  men  and  university 
students  join  a  "cha,  cha”  line  to  compact  the  soil  for  the 
dam  with  the  only  available  power  tools  —  foot  power. 

CLAYTON  SMITH  PHOTOS 


Goodwill  project 


Do  Bible  and  TV  relate? 

New  curriculum  to  compare  biblical ,  TV  values 


Indiana  UM  women  sew  for  others 


INDIANAPOLIS  —  All  across  central 
Indiana.  United  Methodist  women, 
through  the  Board  of  Missions  Auxiliary, 
keep  their  hands  busy.  They  sew,  knit, 
crochet,  quilt,  and  complete  all  kinds  of 
needlework  projects  for  a  far-reaching 
goal  of  helping  others.  Each  year  they 
devote  some  50,000  hours  of  service  as 
volunteers  to  Goodwill  Industries. 

The  chairwoman  of  this  effort  which 
draws  support  from  70  UM  churches  in 
Indianapolis  and  seven  other  counties 
nearby  is  75-year-old  Regina  Emrick. 
Also  their  spokeswoman,  she  says,  “We 
are  the  only  Goodwill  group  in  the  world 
that  does  this  kind  of  sewing.” 

Goodwill  headquarters  receive 
numerous  donations  of  raw  materials 
such  as  yard  goods,  remnants,  yarn, 
partially  completed  garments  and 
handiwork.  In  other  places,  such 
contributions  are  often  sold  in  bulk,  by 
the  pound,  as  “rags.”  But  Mrs.  Emrick 
and  her  workers,  who  have  seen  far 
greater  potential,  turn  their  materials 
into  adult  and  children’s  clothing, 
bedding,  linens  and  even  dressed  dolls. 

Supplies  always  ready 

Materials  are  sorted  and  stored  until 
United  Methodist  women  from  their 
respective  churches  ask  for  and  claim 
what  they  need.  Then  the  women  take 
supplies  home  where  they  complete  all 
their  garments  and  other  pieces.  Finally 
they  take  their  finished  work  back  to 
Mrs.  Emrick  and  her  committee. 

Mrs.  Emrick  tells  of  one  woman  and 
her  elderly  mother  who  knit  almost  all 
day.  “They  recently  turned  in  a  number 
of  sweaters  for  little  boys.”  A  retired 


high  school  sewing  teacher  sent  us  about 
a  dozen  spring  dresses  for  little  girls, 
plus  shorts  and  other  play  clothes. 
“Others  make  afghans  and  house 
slippers.” 

Two  of  the  most  popular  items,  both  to 
sew  and  to  sell,  are  quilts  and 
comforters.  “We  receive  a  number  of 
hand-quilted  tops.  We  add  the  backing 
and  finish  them,”  she  says.  Comforters 
are  Mrs.  Emrick’s  specialty.  “While  I 
was  housebound  during  the  bad  weather, 

I  made  about  a  dozen  comforters.  Some 
wepe  small,  some  twin-sized.”  Later 
women  gather  in  groups  to  hand-tie 
them. 

Creative  distribution 

Besides  their  creative  use  of  materials, 
the  women  also  distribute  their  wares  in 
an  interesting  way.  Mrs.  Emrick  says, 
“The  first  Friday  of  October  we  hold  an 
annual  Fall  Festival  at  which  all  our 
projects  go  on  sale.  Goodwill  sets 
guidelines  for  pricing.”  Whatever  is  not 
sold  then  is  placed  on  sale  at  various 
Goodwill  stores.  “We  know  that  the 
people  who  need  what  we  make  can  get  it 
at  a  reasonable  price.” 

Mrs.  Emrick  says  they  raise  about 
$25,000  from  these  sales.  All  proceeds  go 
to  Goodwill  to  help  provide  salaries  for 
workers. 

“We  are  all  working  toward  the  1979 
festival,"  she  says,  “but  also  making  big 
plans  for  1980  which  will  be  our  50th 
anniversary.” 

The  Board  of  Missions  Auxiliary  was 
founded  during  the  Depression  when  a 
minister  of  a  downtown  church  asked  his 


congregation  to  contribute  used  clothing 
and  bedding  for  those  in  need.  When 
women  began  to  mend  and  repair  these 
things,  their  home  mission  effort  began. 
Today  it  keeps  the  same  name  and 
purpose. 

The  enthusiasm  and  pleasure  that  all 
the  sewing  gives  the  women  is  evident 
everywhere.  “Such  projects  give  us  older 
women  an  opportunity  to  know  what  to  do 
with  our  time  and  skills.”  says  Mrs. 
Emrick.  “I  thank  the  Lord  that  I  have  the 
brains  and  strength  to  make  bedding  that 
keeps  others  warm  and  comfortable.  I 
know  that  some  place  there  are  children 
who  are  better  dressed  because  of  the 
sewing  I  did.” 

Mrs.  Emrick  doesn’t  want  the  project 
to  remain  just  an  Indiana  one.  “I’ve  been 
to  lots  of  Goodwill  meetings  and 
conventions  across  the  country.  I’m 
trying  to  get  other  United  Methodist 
women  interested  in  doing  just  what 
we’re  doing  here.” 

Ms.  Best  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Indianapolis  who  frequently  writes  about 
UM  people  in  her  home  state. 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  It  is  not  a 
question  of  whether  there  will  be  reunion 
between  the  United  and  Southern 
Presbyterian  Churches,  but  when  and 
how. 

This  was  the  assessment  of  several 
Presbyterian  officials  questioned  here 
during  their  General  Assemblies. 

Dr.  James  E.  Andrews,  stated  clerk  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S., 
emphasized  that  union  is  no  longer  the 
question. 

“I  am  naive  enough  to  feel  that  we’re 
going  to  do  it  because  it’s  the  will  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  he  said.  “The  question  is  when 
and  how." 

Two  other  church  leaders  who  have  co¬ 
chaired  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Presbyterian  Reunion  said  that  in  the 
past  10  years  of  the  committee’s 
existence,  they  have  submitted  three 
plans  of  union  to  the  two  General 
Assemblies.  Rev.  Robert  Lamar  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  Randolph  Taylor  of  the  Southern 
denomination,  said  they  are  now 
studying  the  responses  to  their  third 
study  draft. 

Both  men  expressed  confidence  that 
reunion  will  come  but  were  reluctant  to 
make  predictions  as  to  when. 

To  their  knowledge  the  only  other 
church  that  has  reunited  after  splitting 
during  the  Civil  War  is  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Dr.  Taylor  also  noted  that  the  two 
churches  are  merging  their  missions 
work  and  are  now  cooperating  in  200 
different  ventures. 

What  do  the  church  leaders  see  as  the 
major  obstacles  to  reunion? 

“Estrangement,"  Dr.  Andrews  said. 
“Our  people  don’t  know  each  other.  We 
are  divided  by  custom  and  by  style. '  ’ 

One  of  the  biggest  obstacles  noted  is 
the  racial  problem,  which  caused  the 
split  in  the  first  place  during  the  Civil 
War  when  the  two  sides  were  divided  on 
the  issue  of  slavery. 

“There  is  an  incredible  absence  of 
blacks  in  our  (Southern  Presbyterian) 
churches  because  of  the  sin  that 
established  our  churches,”  Dr.  Andrews 
said.  “Our  churches  were  bom  in  schism 
over  race,  and  I  don’t  feel  that  the 
Southern  Church  has  convinced  blacks 
that  we  can  be  trusted.” 

Mr.  Lamar  explained  that  black 
United  Presbyterians  in  the  South  are 
concerned  about  being  swallowed  up  on  a 
regional  level  when  reunion  occurs.  Up  to 
this  point,  they  have  been  in  charge  of 
their  own  structures  and  been  in 
leadership  positions. 

On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Taylor  said 
white  Southern  Presbyterians  have  a 
fear  of  being  swallowed  up  by  the  larger 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  What  do  the 
Bible  and  television  have  in  common? 
That  is  one  question  destined  to  come  up 
again  and  again  —  for  12  weeks  to  be 
exact  —  in  the  new  curriculum  now  being 
developed  by  the  Media  Action  Research 
Center  (MARC)  here. 

Entitled  “Growing  with  Television:  A 
study  of  biblical  values  and  the  TV 
experience,”  the  curriculum  covers  five 
age  levels  from  lower  elementary  to 
adult. 

Six  denominational  publishing  houses 
have  agreed  to  participate  in  the 

Protestants 
from  U.S., 
Cuba  meet 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
MATANZAS,  Cuba  —  After  more  than 
15  years  with  no  formal  contacts,  Cuban 
Christians  from  the  United  States  and  the 
island  met  here  last  month  for  a  two-day 
‘‘Cuban  Protestant  Theological 
Encounter.” 

In  a  final  document,  the  group  of  35 
said  they  learned  two  things:  first,  that 
even  after  these  many  years  of 
separation,  “we  affirm  our  common 
identity  as  Cubans."  Second,  that 
“although  the  mission  of  the  church  is 
one  ...  the  concrete  expression  of  that 
mission  will  be  different  depending  on 
the  context .  .  .  both  communities  wish  to 
express  their  commitment  to  a 
progressively  deeper  understanding  of 
what  that  mission  requires  in  each  place 
.  .  .  one  within  a  socialist  society  and  the 
other  within  a  capitalist  society.” 

The  session  held  at  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary  here  was  jointly 
sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Council  of 
Cuba  —  the  cooperative  arm  of 
Protestantism  —  and  Cuban  Christians 
for  Justice  and  Freedom,  a  U.S. 
committee  of  Cuban  Christians  who 
favor  normalization  of  relations  with  the 
island  nation  and  the  lifting  of  the  U.S. 
economic  embargo  against  Cuba.  The 
president  of  the  committee,  Rosa  Curras 
of  Tampa,  Fla.  is  a  United  Methodist. 

Six  members  of  the  15-member  U.S. 
delegation  here  were  United  Methodists, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Michael  Germinal 
Rivas,  Atlanta,  who  issued  a  press 
communique  on  the  meeting  on  behalf  of 
the^  committee.  United  Presbyterian, 
Southern  Baptist  and  Protestant 
Episcopal  representatives  were  also 
included.  The  20-member  Cuban 
delegation  included  Methodist  Bishop 
Armando  Rodriquez  of  Havanna  and  two 
other  Methodist  leaders.  Eleven 
churches  were  represented  in  the  CubaH 
Protestant  talks  plus  two  Roman 
Catholic  observers. 


United  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
Southern  Church  has  874,880  members, 
compared  to  2,561,234  in  the  United 
Church. 

“They  fear  the  Jonah  syndrome,”  he 
said,  “that  they’re  going  to  be  swallowed 
up  and  not  spit  out.  They  fear  change. 
There  is  also  a  defensiveness  on  the  part 
of  many  southerners,  whose  roots  go 
back  to  slavery  and  the  experiences  with 
segregation  and  the  bitterness  through 
which  we’ve  come. 

“But  southerners  ought  to  get  over 
that.  The  South  has  more  integration 
than  many  parts  of  the  country.” 

TM/UMR  hires 
new  staffwriter 

DALLAS  (TM/UMR)  —  Judith  Ann 
Elswick,  news  bureau  editor  for  the 
University  of  Tulsa  Department  of 
University  Relations,  has  been  hired  as 
staff  writer  for  the  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Editor-General 
Manager  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III  an¬ 
nounced  that  Ms. 

Elswick  was  select¬ 
ed  from  35  appli¬ 
cants  from  across 
the  nation  for  the 
writing  position 
which  becafae 
available  recently 
after  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  Pat  Sites.  Judy  Elswick 

Ms.  Elswick  has  had  previous  news¬ 
paper  experience,  working  as  reporter 
and  assistant  to  the  editor  at  the  Ada 
(Okla. )  Evening  News,  and  at  the 
Oklahoma  Eagle  in  Tulsa  and  the  Jenks 
(Okla.)  Journal.  She  also  did  some  news 
writing  for  KTEW-TV  in  Tulsa.  Ms. 
Elswick  graduated  with  a  degree  in 
communications,  with  emphasis  on 
journalism,  from  the  University  of  Tulsa 
in  1974. 

“The  large  number  of  talented  and 
committed  persons  who  applied  for  this 
opening  made  our  decision  difficult,”  Dr. 
Dunnam  said.  “Based  on  her 
background,  training  and  experience, 
however,  Judy  Elswick  emerged  as  the 
one  applicant  best  suited  to  fill  our 
vacant  writing  position.  We  are  confident 
that  she  will  make  a  visible  and 
worthwhile  contribution  to  the  church 
through  TM/UMR." 

Ms.  Elswick  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  George  Elswick  of  Shattick, 
Okla..  where  Mr.  Elswick  is  pastor  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  She  will  begin 
her  duties  at  TM/UMR  on  June  20. 


rinting:  Seabury  Press  (Episcopal), 
bingdon  (United  Methodist).  John  Knox 
Press  (Presbyterian  Church  US). 
Brethren  Press  (Church  of  the 
Brethren),  Judson  Press  (American 
Baptist)  and  Warner  Press  (Church  of 
God.  Anderson,  Ind  ).  The  materials  will 
be  ready  for  church  use  by  September 
1980.  ^ 

“The  average  American  home  is 
lighted  by  the  television  screen  six  and 
one-quarter  hours  a  day,”  said  Nelson 
Price,  president  of  MARC  and  associate 
general  secretary  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMC).  “The  new 
curriculum  uses  the  television 
experience  as  an  occasion  for  comparing 
cultural  values  and  biblical  values.  It  is 
important  that  TV  become  an  intentional 
and  evaluative  experience.  ” 

The  course  is  divided  into  four  units: 
views  of  the  world  transmitted  by  TV; 
the  lifestyles  portrayed  in  contrast  to 
real  life  and  the  biblical  experience; 
relationships  between  people:  and  self- 
images  instilled  by  TV. 

Testing  of  the  materials  is  currently 
taking  place  in  36  churches  of  varying 
sizes,  denominations  ,  and  ethnic 


compositions  across  the  U.S.  Several  are 
UM  congregations.  Ninety-two  separate 
classes  are  giving  their  reactions  to  the 
materials. 

Writing  and  development  of  the 
curriculum  were  coordinated  by  Dr. 
Peggy  West,  curriculum  developer  and 
management  consultant  who  now  heads 
UMC’s  Division  of  Production  and 
Distribution  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

“The  most  exciting  thing  about  the 
curriculum,”  said  Dr.  West,  “is  that  it 
brings  together  the  reality  of  our 
everyday  lives  —  that  is,  TV  —  with  the 
quest  for  standards  by  which  to  live  those 
lives.” 

Resource  materials  include  a  teacher’s 
book  for  each  course,  a  student  leaflet  for 
each  session  complete  with  a  homework 
assignment,  filmslips  and  a  record  for 
the  elementary  courses.  Teacher 
training  is  outlined  in  a  church 
guidebook. 

The  core  of  the  curriculum,  however,  is 
television.  The  class  session  prepares  the 
student  for  viewing  and  the  following 
week’s  class  gives  opportunity  for 
“debriefing”  the  home  viewing 
experience. 


annual  fall  festival.  Profits,  which  reach  about  $25,000,  go  to  help  pay  wages  for 


Goodwill  employees. 


Classified 

EXPERIENCED  ORGANIST 'DIRECTOR  of  Music 
seeks  full-time  employment  DMA  from  a  prestigous 
mid-western  university  For  references  and  resume 
write  Organist.  P  O  Box  212S.  Wichita  Falls.  Tex 
76307 

TRAVEL  IN  THE  HOLY  LAND  with  New  Testament 

scholar  who  has  studied  in  Israel.  July  23  -  Aug  13. 
1979  Cost:  round  tripfromSan  Francisco:  $2598  For 
details,  write:  Dr  Ralph  D  York.  19  High  School 
Court.  Los  Gatos.  Calif  96030  '408)  354-4730  or  997 

THE  CHRISTIAN  APPALCHIAN  PROJECT,  a  non- 
denominational  religious  organization,  is  seeking  a 
professional  couple  to  direct  a  rehabilitation 
program  for  delinquent  youth.  13-15  yre.  old.  male  or 
female  The  directing  couple,  along  with  the  staff 
they  hire,  will  be  completely  responsible  for 
designing  a  program  to  redirect  these  youthful 
offenders.  wh«e  stay  in  the  Group  Home  will 
average  one  year  Qualifications  for  directors 
include  college  education,  experience  with  youth  and 
psychological  and  religious  orientation  This  is  a 
live-in  situation  where  food,  housing  and  other 
benefits  are  provided,  in  a  new  facility  be.ng  built  on 
a  100  acre  Family  Life  Center  grounds,  near  Mt 
Vernon.  Ky  Salary  commensurate  with  ability  and 
experience,  but  around  $10,000  per  year  Inquiries, 
applications  addressed  to:  Michael  C  McLaughlin. 
322  Crab  Orchard  Rd..  Lancaster,  Ky.  40446  <  606/ 
792-3051 

Service  of  San  Francisco. 

ALASKA/ECUMENICAL  RETREAT  aboard  S  S 
Universe  (inside  passage)  to  Anchorage  Holden 
Village  Reflective  Lay  Retreat  Center  Cascade  Mts 

24  da  vs  Aug  18  -  Sept.  10.  $1665  Pastor  &  Mrs  Bautz. 
SUM.  (305  )  463-2823/942-7238 

4000  MEMBER  CHURCH  needs  Minister  of  Director 
of  youth.  Trained  and  experienced  person  to  work 
with  Education  Director  and  Director  of  Activities 
Send  resume,  picture,  three  references  and  estimate 
of  salary  range  needed  to  Broadmoor  UMC.  10230 
Mollylea.  Baton  Rouge.  La.  70815. 

APPLICATIONS  ARE  BEING  ACCEPTED  for  thg 
position  of  Executive  Director  to  the  Marcy-New- 
berry  Association,  two  community  centers  on  the 
West  Side  of  Chicago  Write  for  applications  by  June 

30. 1979  to  Bishop  Paul  Washburn.  77  W  Washington 

St  .  Suite  1806.  Chicago.  Ill  60602 

DYNAMIC.  GROWING  CHURCH  IN  Orange  County. 
Calif  .  seeks  Director  of  Christian  Education  to 
direct  youth  and  educational  programs,  beginning 
Aug  1979.  Experience  in  developing  youth 
programs,  degree  in  education  or  religion  pre¬ 
ferred.  Send  resume  to  University  UMC.  18422, 
Culver  Dr  ,  Irvine,  Calif.  92715. 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Children  s  Program 
including  After  School,  Summer  Day  Camp  and 
Assistant  to  the  Minister.  op>en  Sept  1979  Ordained 
Minister  or  Religious  Educator  preferred  but  not 
required  Salary  commensurate  with  experience  and 
ability  Write:  Dr  Edward  Bradley  Lewis.  Capitol 

Hill  UMC.  5th  and  Pennsylvania  Ave  S.E 
Washington.  D  C.  20003 

WANTED  Full-time  Director  of  Christian 
Education  for  Growing  Western  Pennsylvania 
congregation,  to  be  primarily  responsible  for  the 

development  of  children  s  and  youth  ministries 
Salary:  negotiable  Send  resumes,  including 
professional  training  to  Rev  Harold  Greenwav.  c/o 
Fairview  UMC.  P  O  Box  23.  Fairview.  Pa  16415  J 

GROUPS  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  Great  Passion 
Play  -  America's  No  1  Drama!  Tickets,  lodging, 
recreation  and  meals  $14  per  person  at  Keller's 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  sought  by  a 
dynamic,  creative,  forward  looking  church  (near 

Country  Dorm  Resort.  Rt  1,  Eureka  Springs,  Ark 
72632  Phone  (501 )  2S3-8418 

The  Good  Samaritan  UMC.  19624  Homestead  Rd.. 
Cupertino.  Calif  95014  1 408  »  253-0751 

ANALYST/PROGRAMMER  Two  to  three  years 
experience  using  COBOL  and  a  knowledge  of  Basic 
Assembler  Language  required  Please  send  letter 
and  resume  describing  qualifications  and  giving 
minimum  salary  expectation  to  Employment  Office, 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  201  Eighth 
Ave.,  S  ,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  Seeking  full-time  Minister 
of  Music  position  18  years  experience.  15  of  these  in 
church  music  Wish  to  work  in  other  areas  of  the  1 
church  program.  Contact:  Danny  E  Treadway.  104 
Belmont  Dr  .  Greeneville.  Ten  37743  <  615  )  639-3975 

NASHVILLE  — 
Dr.  Charles  Lay- 
mon  (left)  com¬ 
pletes  the  stack  of 
25  volumes  of  the 
International  Les¬ 
son  Annual  with  the 
1979  Silver  Edition 
as  Dr.  Horace 
Weaver  looks  on. 
These  two  men 
have  been  the  only 
two  editors  of  the 
book  since  the  pro¬ 
ject  began  in  1956. 
Dr.  Laymon,  re¬ 
tired,  was  editor 
from  1956-62  and 
Dr.  Weaver,  execu¬ 
tive  editor  of  adult 
publications  for  the 
Curriculum  Re¬ 
sources  Commit¬ 
tee,  has  been  editor 
from  1963  to  the 
present. 

The  book  is  an 
interdenominational 
resource  for  church 
school  teachers 
which  is  published 
annually  by  The 
United  Methodist 
Publishing  House’s 
Abingdon  Press.  It 
helps  teachers 
develop  a  step-by- 
step  plan  for  each 
lesson  including 
content,  meaning 
and  relevance  of 
the  Scripture. 


Twenty-five  years  old 
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Guides  , 
for  Growth 


In  The  Deeper  Spiritual  Life 

The  Kingdom  of  God 

John  Bright,  paper,  $2.95 

“ The  author’s  sty/e  is  clear  and  arresting.  Ancient  situations 
are  made  more  understandable  to  the  general 
reader  .  .  .  prophetically  searching." 

—UNIVERSITY  OF  CHICAGO  PRESS 

“.  .  .  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  books  on  biblical  theology 
to  appear  recently  in  America  ...” 

—THEOLOGY  TODAY 

The  Life  and  Teaching  of  Jesus  Christ 

James  S.  Stewart,  paper,  $1.95 

"A  beautifully  written  series  of  twenty-one  essays  in  which  the 
events  of  Jesus’  life  and  teachings  are  studied  with  a  view  to 
the  deepening  of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  reader. 

—THE  CHRISTIAN  OBSERVER 

Introducing  the  Bible 

William  Barclay,  paper,  $1.75 

"Helpful  guides  for  conducting  a  Bible  study.  Especially  good 
for  young  Christians." 

—CHRISTIANITY  TODAY 
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Presbyterian  church  union 
said  to  be  slow  in  coming 
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BROWSING  shelf 


(nnual  men’s  retreat  set  for  June  30  -  July  1 


Victor  Hamilton 


yictor  Hamilton,  associate  professor  of 
L'0/  religion  at  Asbury  College,  is  to  be  the 

featured  speaker  and  teacher  at  the  Fifth 
^  mnual  Methodist  Men’s  Retreat  at  Louisiana 
lollege  in  Pineville  which  begins  at  10:30 
a.m.  June  30,  Saturday,  and  ends  Sunday 
morning,  July  1.  Dr.  Hamilton  has  studied  the 
history,  archaeology  and  languages  of  the 
ancient  near  eastern  world  under  the  noted 
Semitist  and  orientalist,  Dr.  Cyrus  H.  Gordon. 
His  major  emphasis  of  teaching  at  Asbury 
College  is  in  the  area  of  Old  Testament 
studies. 

Besides  classroom  teaching,  his  ministry 


has  included  camp  meetings,  ashrans,  youth 
conventions,  evangelistic  services,  retreats, 
and  in-depth  Bible  study  conferences.  He  is 
under  contract  to  several  major  publishers 
for  work  in  some  aspect  of  Old  Testament 
studies. 

Registration  for  the  two  day  retreat, 
including  lodging  on  Saturday  night  and  four 
meals,  is  only  $16,  and  should  be  mailed  to 
Men’s  Retreat,  Jack  Ewing,  P.O.  Box  1161, 
Alexandria,  La.  71301. 

SPECIAL  YOUTH  SESSION 

At  3  p.m.  Saturday  afternoon,  June  30,  on 


the  campus  of  Louisiana  College  in  Pineville, 
the  Men’s  Retreat  will  sponsor  a  gathering 
together  of  Youth  (approximate  age  17 
through  27)  for  special  fellowship  on  the 
theme  of  “GOD  IS  REAL’’  and  “THE  JOYS 
OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE.”  Leader  for  this 
event  will  be  Mr.  Jon  Tellifero,  Youth 
Director,  FUMC,  Pineville. 

Youth  are  encouraged  to  register  for  the 
entire  retreat  which  begins  Saturday  morning 
at  10  a.m.,  and  will  feature  Dr.  Victor 
Hamilton  of  Asbury  College  in  several 
sessions,  and  will  conclude  with  an  address  by 


morning  worship  service. 

SESSION  ON  RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN  LAITY  AND  CLERGY 

Also,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  June  30,  Stone 
Carraway  and  W.  T.  Handy  will  speak  for  the 
Clergy,  while  Allen  Brown  and  Richard 
Brown  will  speak  for  the  Laity  in  a  discussion 
of  the  relationship  between  the  laity  and  the 
clergy. 

Following  the  above  presentations,  there 
will  be  small  group  discussions  concerning  this 
vital  subject,  and  finally  a  report  to  the 
conference  with  response  by  the  panel. 
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Elected  to  Board 


The  Rev.  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.,  District 
Superintendent  (left)  of  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  was  recently  elected 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Scarritt 
College  for  Christian  Workers  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

A  distinguished  churchman,  he  has 
served  pastorates  in  Louisiana  as  well  as 
serving  as  Vice  President  of  Personnel 
Services  for  the  United  Publishing  House 
in  Nashville.  Dr.  Douglas  Reid  Sasser, 
president  of  the  school,  is  pictured  with 
Dr.  Handy  above. 


Centenary  Students 
work  for  churches 


Twenty-three  Centenary  College 
Church  Careers  students  have  been 
placed  in  summer  church  jobs  in 
Louisiana,  Texas  and  Arkansas, 
according  to  Dr.  Bentley  Sloan,  director 
of  church  placements  for  the  college. 

This  summer  employment  is  part  of 
the  field  work  in  the  church  careers 
program  v^here  students  learn  through 
practical  experiences  under  supervision 
in  the  local  church.  They  are  paid  a 
minimum  of  $1,000  for  ten  weeks  plus 
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room  and  board,  said  Dr.  Sloan. 

The  list  of  churches  and  students 
assigned  includes :  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport 
—  Ricky  Ricks  and  Betsy  Anderson; 
Trinity  UMC,  Shreveport  —  Paul  Griffith; 
Summer  Grove  UMC,  Shreveport  —  Tim 
Holland;  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport  — 
Steve  Kelley;  North  Highlands  UMC, 
Shreveport  —  Susan  Prince;  Blanchard, 
La.,  UMC  —  Ken  Gosez;  Plain  Dealing, 
La.,  UMC  —  Dale  Kirkendal;  First  UMC, 
Shreveport  —  Joan  Harris,  Mary  Butt 
and  Tim  Eaton;  Lakeview  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port  —  Jane  Daughty ;  Harrogate,  Tenn., 
Appalachia  Work  Project  —  Melissa 
Draper;  First  Baptist  Church,  Bossier 
City  —  Dana  Mathewson;  Minden,  La., 
First  UMC  —  Kathy  Turner;  Winnfield, 
La.,  UMC  —  Jan  Witt;  Jackson,  La., 
UMC  —  Marty  Fulmer;  New  Orleans 
(Metairie)  St.  Matthews  UMC  —  Steve 
Matta;  Monroe,  La.,  St.  Paul  UMC  — 
Shirley  Arnold;  Tyler,  Tex.,  St.  Paul 
UMC  —  Jim  Cox;  Mt.  Ida,  Ark.,  Camp 
Ozark  —  Cathy  Lewis;  Sulphur,  La., 
Henning  UMC  —  Sandra  Brock;  Denham 
Springs,  La.,  First  UMC  —  Lucy  Owings. 


Appointment 

changes 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  an¬ 
nounced  the  following  appointment 
changes: 

Baker,  Associate  -  John  H.  Sewell, 
Sr. 

Jordan  Chapel-LeJeune  -  Freddie 
R.  Henderson 

Loranger-Coopers  Chapel  -  Allen 
W.  Lawrence 

The  following  are  effective,  July 
15: 

Conference  Treasurer  -  James  J. 
Caraway  (after  June  1,  1980  -  Trea¬ 
surer/Foundation  Director) 

Monroe  District  Superintendent  - 
Douglas  L.  McGuire 

Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge  -  Henry 
C.  Blount 

Lake  Charles,  First  -  Benedict  A. 
Galloway 

Noel,  Shreveport  -  Stone  W.  Cara¬ 
way 

St.  Paul’s,  Monroe  -  Donald  J. 
Hall 

New  Iberia  -  Robert  B.  Crichlow 
Sr. 

Baton  Rouge,  First  Associate  - 
Albert  J.  Trickett 


‘Little  school  is  training  missionaries?’ 


NASHVILLE,  TN  —  In  1892.  a  small 
bible  college  and  training  school  was 
founded  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  to 
prepare  young  women  for  mission  work. 
In  1924,  it  reorganized,  changed  its  name 
to  Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers, 
and  moved  to  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
Today,  many  persons  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church  still  view  Scarritt 
College  as  that  “little  school  in  Nashville 
that  trains  missionaries.” 

Scarritt  College  is  a  modern 
institution,  rich  in  tradition  and  history, 
striving  to  meet  the  contemporary  needs 
and  challenges  of  Christianity  in  an 
increasingly  complex  world.  It  has  come 
a  long  way  from  being  just  the  college 
over  “here”  that  trains  people  to  go  over 
“there.” 

Throughout  its  87-year  history,  Scarritt 
College  has  focused  its  resources  on 
discovering  new  ways  of  reaching  people 
and  ministering  to  their  needs  and 
concerns  at  home  and  abroad.  Just  as 
Scarritt  College,  made  an  important 
contribution  during  the  great  missionary 
movement,  it  is  now  forging  ahead  in 
meeting  the  contemporary  needs  of  the 


Around  the  Conference 

Recognizing  114  Grants  approved 


Church  for  lay  professionals  in  church- 
related  and  service  oriented  careers. 

The  increasing  demand  for  Scarritt’s 
graduates  is  a  vote  of  confidence  and 
appreciation  from  the  local  church  for  a 
job  well  done.  The  most  recent 
graduating  class  was  faced  with  an 
average  of  fourteen  available  positions 
for  each  graduate.  Never  before  has  the 
demand  been  so  great  as  Scarritt  alumni 
are  quickly  absorbed  into  the  ministry  of 
the  Church. 

Owned  by  the  General  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  Scarritt 
College  is  the  only  national  institution 
specializing  in  the  education  of  lay 
professionals  and  volunteers  to  serve  the 
local  church.  Scarritt  graduates  can  be 
found  serving  as  directors  of  Christian 
education,  evangelism,  children’s 
centers,  and  church  music  education 
programs. 

They  can  be  found  in  positions  on 
annual  conference  councils  on  ministries 
and  as  educators  in  colleges  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad.  Other  Scarritt  alumni 
serve  the  international  Church  in  rural 
and  inner  city  community  centers,  as 
workers  with  youth  and  the  aged,  and 


with  social  service  agencies.  Wherever 
the  people  of  God  are  struggling  to  deal 
with  ministry  as  it  relates  to 
contemporary  issues,  Scarritt-educated 
men  and  women  can  be  found  on  the 
cutting  edge. 

Scarritt  meets  the  challenge  for  lay 
professionals  through  a  three-fold 
approach  which  includes  the  Degree 
Program,  the  Center  of  Continuing 
Education,  and  the  Center  of  Women’s 
Studies.  In  all  three  areas,  the  emphasis 
is  focused  upon  the  knowledge, 
understanding,  values,  attitudes,  and 
skills  needed  by  those  persons  in  church- 
related  and  service-oriented  professions. 

No,  Scarritt  College  is  no  longer  just 
the  "little  school  in  Nashville  that  trains 
missionaries.”  It  prepares  laypersons  to 
minister  wherever,  whenever,  and  in 
whatever  way  the  Gospel  message  needs 
to  be  experienced  through  love,  justice, 
and  service.  The  Scarrritt  Community 
has  caught  a  fresh  vision  of  the  meaning 
of  the  priesthood  of  all  believers,  and 
they  are  preparing  to  serve  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  qualified  lay 
professionals  wherever  they  are  called. 


Celebrating  100  years 

The  Union  United  Methodist  Church  of  Richland  Parish  celebrated  its 
100th  anniversary  recently  with  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  as  guest 
speaker. 

The  church  is  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Boeuf  River  11  miles 
southwest  of  Mangham. 

‘If  Parsonages 
Could  Talk’ 

Virginia  Irving,  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  has  recently  completed 
her  new  book  “If  Parsonages  Could 
Talk."  The  book  begins  with  her 
wedding  night  when  her  husband, 
Bill,  reveals  to  her  that  God  has 
called  him  to  the  ministry.  The  story 
follows  the  events  that  befall  them, 
their  children  and  their  friends.  If 
parsonage  walls  could  talk,  they 
would  have  told  the  story  of  this  one 
minister’s  wife,  whose  husband  has 
Virginia  Irving  already  left  to  meet  the  Lord. 

Celebrating  146  years 


NEW  OR¬ 
LEANS  - 
First  Street 
UMC  recently 
celebrated  its 
146th  anniver¬ 
sary.  The  Rev. 
Dr.  W.  T.  Han¬ 
dy  Jr.,  (far 
right)  was  the 
speaker.  Rev. 
Abraham  E. 
Davis,  is  past¬ 
or. 


years 


NEW  IBERIA  -  St.  James  UMC 
recently  celebrated  its  114th  birthday. 
Rev.  E.  D.  Smith  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

The  church  started  on  April  9, 1865,  as 
St.’James  Methodist  Church.  Ten  years 
ago  the  old  structure  was  tom  down  to 
make  way  for  the  new  modern  brick 
edifice. 

Perkins  Awards 

Two  Louisiana  Conference  students 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  were 
recently  presented  awards. 

Ester  Louise  Hammond  received  the 
Karis  Stahl  Fadley  Award.  This  award 
goes  to  the  students  who  reflect  the 
characteristics  seen  in  Karis’s  life  and 
ministry. 

The  National  Methodist  Scholarship 
Seminary  Award  went  to  Linn  Carraway 
Richardson. 


In  Memorium 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  K.  Carithers  died 
in  Oschner  Foundation  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans,  Nov.  26,  after  a  long  illness. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  the  Rev. 
Rose  Carithers  and  their  foster  son,  the 
Rev.  James  Constable. 


Scholarship  given 


MONROE  —  Lisa  Webster  is  the  first 
recipient  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Monroe, 
Methodist  Men’s  Centenary  College 
Scholarship.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Webster,  Jr.  The 
scholarship  is  valued  at  $2,000  per  year 
for  a  maximum  of  four  years. 


The  Louisiana  Conference 
Committee  on  the  Quadrennial  Priority 
for  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
announced  recently  that  it  has  received 
approval  of  grants  totalling  $14,000 
from  proposals  and  recommendations 
submitted  through  applications  to  the 
National  Division,  Office  of  Church 
Extension  and  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  UMC  in  New  York. 

The  National  Division  of  the  EMLC 
has  approved  a  grant  in  the  amount  of 
$9,000  for  the  expansion  program  at 
Live  Oak  UMC,  Angie,  La.,  in  the  New 
Orleans/Slidell  district,  according  to 
Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Chairman  of 
the  Louisiana  EMCL. 

The  National  Division  of  the  EMLC 
has  approved  the  salary  support 
request  for  the  New  Church 
Development  in  Monroe  in  the  amount 
of  $5,000. 

Basketball  winners 

The  Shreveport  Metropolitan 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  held  its  annual  Girl’s  Basketball 
Tournament  this  spring  at  the  Allendale 
Y.W.C.A.  This  event  marked  the  closing 
activity  of  the  Girl’s  Basketball  league 
co-sponsored  by  the  Allendale  Y.W.C.A 
and  the  Shreveport  Metropolitan 
Ministries. 

The  participating  teams  in  the 
tournament  and  league  were  the 
Y.W.C.A.,  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church,  Fairfield  United  Methodist 
Church,  Round  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  Travis  Street  Center. 

The  following  awards  were  presented 
at  the  end  of  the  tournament:  1)  First 
Place  —  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church;  2)  Second  Place  —  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church;  3)  Third  Place 
—  Round  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church;  4)  Most  Valuable  Player  — 
Gloria  Bradford  of  St.  Paul  U.M.C.;  5) 
Good  Sportman  Award  —  Patsy  Lee  of 
Round  Grove  U.M.C.  ;  6)  Most  Improved 
Player  —  Reva  Williams  of  the 
Y.W.C.A.;  7)  Director’s  Award  — 

Sherman  Fredieu,  Coach  of  the  Mt,  Zion 
U.M.C.  basketball  team  8)  Coach  of  the 
Year  —  Alonzo  Smith  of  the  Fairfield 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  administrator  of  the  League  was 
Ms.  Pauline  McDonald,  Health  and 
Physical  Education  Director  of  the 
Y.W.C.A.  and  the  Rev.  James  Graham 
served  as  the  administrator  of  the 
tournament. 


Women  in  pulpits 

“In  order  to  help  congregations  be¬ 
come  more  aware  of  the  participation 


of  women  at  all  levels  of  the  church,  we 
are  urging  all  ministers  to  plan  at  least 
one  Sunday  each  year  to  have  a  woman 
in  their  pulpit,”  says  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

This  could  be  a  clergy-woman,  a 
certified  lay  speaker,  or  a  dedicated 
lay-woman,  the  commission  says. 

“We  are  not  proposing  a  particular 
date  for  women  in  the  pulpit,  but  rather 
recommend  that  you  consider  this 
practice  when  you  are  taking  a 
vacation  or  have  some  other  need  for  a 
substitute,”  the  commission  said. 

Donation  for 
elevator 

HOMER  —  The  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Homer  recently 
received  a  check  for  $50,000  from  Miss 
Christelle  Ferguson  of  Baton  Rouge 
toward  the  installation  of  an  elevator 
given  in  memory  of  her  parents,  James 
L.  and  Terrelle  Tankersley  Ferguson, 
former  members  of  this  church. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Quaid,  Pastor,  and  O.  P. 
Pearson.  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  have  been  negotiating  with 
Miss  Ferguson  for  the  last  few  months 
on  this  project.  The  completion  of  the 
elevator  is  scheduled  for  November  or 
December  of  this  year. 

Award  given 

CENTENARY  -  Charles  Ellis 
Brown,  a  member  of  Noel  Memorial 
UMC,  was  recently  named  the  recipient 
of  the  Hall  of  Fame  Award  at  the 
Centenary  College’s  Annual  Alumni 
Association  Awards  Assembly. 

This  is  the  highest  honor  the  College 
can  bestow  upon  a  graduate. 


Mission  to  Honduras 


Dr.  Robert  Kemmerly 

MINDEN  —  Dr.  Robert  Kemmerly 
from  Minden,  was  a  member  of  a 
team  from  the  Firsts  UMC  here  who 
joined  with  Rev.  Augie  Aamodt  and 
others  from  Texas  and  Alaska  to  form  a- 
mission  team  that  went  to  the  Isle  of 
Roatan  in  Honduras  in  January.  Dr. 
Kemmerly  set  up  a  medical  clinic  to 
serve  the  needs  of  those  in  the  area.  In 
his  suitcase  he  carried  modem 
medicines  to  treat  the  people.  Rev. 
Kent  Kilbourne  and  Rev.  Ed  Boyd  were 
others  who  went  from  Minden. 


Celebrates  130th  year 


GIBSON -A  small 
congregation  gather¬ 
ed  one  recent  Sunday 
here  to  celebrate  the 
130th  year  of  Louis¬ 
iana’s  second  oldest 
Methodist  church 
building.  Stanley 
Walther  and  his  wife 
Elsie,  members  of 
the  church,  display 
the  Methodist 
Historic  Site  plaque. 


Pope’s  courageous  visit  to  Poland 
showed  power  of  Christian  belief 


“How  many  divisions  has  the  Pope?" 
Joseph  Stalin,  former  premier  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  once  mocked  when  asked 
about  the  power  of  the  Vatican. 

Were  he  alive  today  to  witness  the 
recent  nine-day  visit  of  Pope  John  Paul  II 
to  Poland,  Mr.  Stalin  might  be  less 
condescending.  He  might  even  have 
some  questions  to  answer  himself,  such 
as:  Why,  after  more  than  30  years  of 
communist  dominance  and  atheistic 
indoctrination,  did  Poles  turn  out  by  the 
millions  to  cheer  the  Pope?  Why  have 
visiting  Russian  architects  of  Poland’s 
so-called  “classless  society”  never  been 
welcomed  by  such  cheering  throngs? 

While  the  answers  to  these  questions 
are  obvious,  the  entire  world  is  surely 
indebted  to  the  Pope  for  raising  them  and 
for  drawing  international  attention  to  the 
plight  of  the  people  of  Eastern  Europe  by 
his  visit  to  Poland,  and  through  his 
courageous  public  stands  for  human 
rights  while  he  was  there. 

The  massive  turnout  of  people  —  in 
spite  of  government  discouragement  — 
is  in  itself  a  slap  in  the  face  of  the  Soviet 
puppet  government  in  Poland  and  all 
other  governments  who  deny  basic 
freedoms.  But  the  “coup  de  grace”  was 
supplied  by  the  Pope  himself,  who  seized 
the  moment  and  delivered  a  long  list  of 
stinging  indictments  about  human 
oppression  in  Eastern  Europe.  His 
statements  included  the  following: 

•  “Man  is  incapable  of  understanding 
himself  fully  without  Christ.” 

•  “Christ  cannot  be  kept  out  of  the 
history  of  man  in  any  part  of  the  globe 
.  .  .  The  exclusion  of  Christ  from  the 
history  of  man  is  an  act  against  man. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Without  Christ  it  is  impossible  to 
understand  the  history  of  Poland." 

•  Religious  liberty  is  a  “fundamental 
human  right.” 

•  No  dialogue  can  take  place  between 
church  and  state  until  authorities 
“respect  the  convictions  of  believers, 
ensure  all  the  rights  of  citizens  and  also 
normal  conditions  for  the  activity  of  the 
church.” 

•  “International  reconciliation  de¬ 
pends  on  recognition  and  respect  for  the 
rights  of  each  nation.  Chief  of  these 
rights  are  the  rights  to  existence  and  self- 
determination,  to  its  own  culture  and  the 
many  forms  of  developing  it.” 

Many  persons  in  the  American  church 
in  recent  years  —  United  Methodists  as 
well  as  Roman  Catholics  —  have  tended 
to  ignore  the  denial  of  religious  liberty 
and  other  freedoms  in  the  communist- 
bloc  countries.  Not  wanting  to  be 
identified  as  McCarthy  era  “red 
hunters,"  the  reaction  has  been  to 
criticize  the  oppressive  acts  of  right-wing 
governments  while  saying  little  about 
oppression  by  the  political  left. 

We  are  grateful  that  Pope  John  Paul  II 
has  no  such  qualms. 

Tyranny  and  injustice  are  wrong 
regardless  of  the  political  ideology  under 
which  they  are  sanctioned.  And,  as 
Christians,  we  are  uniquely  called  to 
speak  out  against  these  evils. 

Mr.  Stalin  had  —  and  others  like  him 
have  —  no  need  to  fear  the  Pope’s 
“divisions.”  But  when  Christians  stand 
together  for  freedom  and  justice  as  they 
have  in  Poland  in  recent  days,  all  of  the 
world’s  tyrants  might  justifiably  fear  the 
power  of  Christian  unity  and  belief. 
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Dinner  prayer 

How  can  we  give  due  thanks,  0  God, 
for  daily  bread— 

We  who  have  too  much— 

While  millions  of  thy  children  scarce 
are  fed, 

Who  moan  and  weep,  sicken  and  die, 
For  daily  lack  of  bread? 

Dare  we  thank  thee  that  we  are  not 
as  they— 

Poor  and  homeless,  naked  and 
bloated,  sick  and  starving. 

With  skins  darker  than  our  own? 

Ought  we  not  rather  pray  the  prayer 
Which  Christ  commended  long  ago: 
“Lord,  be  merciful  to  us,  for  we  too 
are  sinners”? 

We  are  not  blessed  and  fed  because 
of  our  deserving, 

But  for  all  that  we  have  and  are— 
For  all  that  we  receive— 

We  are  dependent  wholly  on  thy  holy 
grace.  Amen. 

— Henry  E.  Kolbe 


Here  I  Stand 
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Radical  dimension  ofLord’si 
Supper  is  often  overlooked 


By  VERNON  SCHMID 

There  is  a  radical  dimension  in  the 
celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  that  is 
overlooked  by  most  interpreters.  Beyond 
the  remembrance,  proclamation, 
sacrificial  mystery  and  thanksgiving, 
there  is  the  action  of  reconciliation 
between  God  and  people,  between  people 
and  people.  Such  reconciliation  has 
radical  implications. 

In  a  world  divided  by  political, 
economic,  class,  racial,  national, 
cultural  and  philosophical  differences, 
the  uniting  act  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  as 
practiced  by  the  body  of  Christ  is  radical. 
It  is  radical  because  the  unity  in  Christ 
declares  that  we  are  all  struggling  for 
reconciliation  that  eliminates  fear, 
mistrust,  ignorance,  injustice, 
oppression  and  anxiety  that  continues  to 
wreck  the  lives  of  people.  The  radical 
nature  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  brings 
together  resurrection  people  to  proclaim 
the  love  of  Christ’s  spirit  in  one  another 
and  in  the  whole  body  of  Christ.  The 
mystery  of  the  sacrament  shares,  in 
Christ’s  presence,  the  hopes  and 
promises  of  God’s  kingdom.  That  is 
radical. 

This  nature  of  the  sacrament  has  been 
recognized  by  some.  In  the  Roman 
Catholic  diocese  of  Cuernavaca,  Bishop 
Sergio  Mendez  Arceo  has  been  teaching 
the  Indians  and  workers  that  in  the 
Lord’s  Supper  there  is  a  binding  together 
of  true  believers.  In  that  event,  he 
teaches,  there  is  no  question  about  us 
being  one  body  in  Christ.  His  teaching 
has  led  the  Indians  and  workers  to  ask 
the  landowners  and  upper-classes  in  the 


Capital  punishment  viewpoints  aired 


To  the  Editor  : 

I  am  one  of  the  many  who  have  been 
struggling  with  the  pros  and  cons  of  capi¬ 
tal  punishment,  and  I  found  that  most  of 
the  points  in  your  editorial  of  June  8  were 
well  taken.  Certainly,  from  the  Christian 
perspective,  it  is  difficult  to  defend  the 
taking  of  a  human  life  for  any  reason. 

I  do  have  reservations  about  your 
opinion  that  capital  punishment  adds  to 
the  violent  nature  of  our  society.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  tend  to  permanently 
remove  some  of  the  people  who  are 
contributing  to  that  nature. 

However,  the  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to 
introduce  still  another  point  of  view 
which  ought  to  be  considered.  It  is  the 
point  of  view  of  those  who  must  live  and 
work  within  the  prison  system.  If  the 
most  severe  penalty  which  can  be  given  a 
criminal  is  life  imprisonment  without 
possibility  of  parole,  how  can  we  protect 
the  lives  of  the  prison  guards  who  must 
work  with  those  who  have  been  given 
such  a  sentence?  Such  criminals  would 
have  nothing  to  lose  by  continuing  to 
murder  within  the  prison  walls.  It  is 
conceivable  that  they  could  even  be  hired 
by  other  prisoners  to  “get”  guards  or 
other  inmates  who  had  made  enemies 
within  the  prison  system.  They  would  be 
free  to  murder  without  fear  of  further 
punishment. 

Although  it  is  probably  true  that  “there 
is  no  evidence  that  capital  punishment 
deters  crime”  in  free  society,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  complete 
abolition  of  the  death  penalty  would 
be  tantamount  to  giving  a  license  to  kill 
to  those  “most  vicious  and  hardened 
criminals  (who)  would  be  permanently 
separated  from  society.” 

Perhaps,  in  situations  like  this,  the 
death  penalty  should  be  retained  not  as  a 
way  for  society  to  vent  its  frustrations  or 
get  even,  but  as  society’s  way  of 
protecting  itself  from  those  who  have 
nothing  to  lose  by  killing  again. 

William  R.  Pittman 

Metairie,  Louisiana 
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Death  penalty  logical 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  dismay  your  editorial 
concerning  capital  punishment.  One 
cannot  argue  with  your  assessment  that 
capital  punishment  is  morally  wrong. 
However,  common  sense  suggests 
(common  sense  doesn’t  seem  to  pervade 
your  recent  editorials)  that  if  capital 
punishment  only  accomplishes  removal 
of  a  killer  from  society  so  that  another 
innocent  human  being  is  not  killed  by  this 
person  (as  often  occurs  by  premature 
release  or  escape  —  such  as  happened 
recently  to  three  Oklahoma  Highway 
Patrolmen),  there  is  a  reasonable  and 
logical  place  for  capital  punishment. 

You  also  dwell  on  the  “barbaric 
nature”  of  capital  punishment. 
Unfortunately,  this  world  is  far  from 
perfect  and  the  barbaric  people  of  the 
world  sometimes  have  to  be  treated  as 
such.  If  not,  you  and  the  other  idealists  of 
the  world  are  going  to  run  out  of  cheeks 
to  turn. 

Charles  Drake 

Nowata,  Oklahoma 

Victim  important 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoy  TM/UMR  but  at  times  the 
viewpoints  expressed  in  editorials  are 
vastly  one-sided.  I  refer  now  to  the  one  on 
the  death  penalty  with  its  attack  on 
“criminal  justice  in  the  U.S.” 
(TM/UMR,  June  8).  The  current  concern 
for  “criminal  justice”  is  so  great  that  no 
recognition  is  given  to  victim  justice! 
Concern  for  victims  is  also  an  issue! 

To  take  a  life  whether  by  law,  war  or 
anger  is  always  bad  but  somewhere  a 
line  must  be  drawn  in  consideration  of 
potential  and  actual  victims.  Your 
editorial  does  not  even  recognize  that 
every  criminal  on  death  row  has  a  whole 
trail  of  victims.  With  all  the  “criminal 
justice"  today,  a  life  or  99  years  sentence 
means  little  as  far  as  protection  of 
society  is  concerned,  as  you  well  know.  I 
grant  capital  punishment  is  “immoral 
and  barbaric”  but  life  in  prison  with  the 
multiple  problems  and  costs  involved, 
make  capital  punishment  a  humane 
solution  to  a  bad  situation.  How  about 
castration?  The  male  population  would 
violently  oppose  that  from  all  reports. 
Man  with  his  mind  can  become  a 
monster  of  the  worst  type  and 
elimination  of  such  creatures  must  be  by 
some  procedure  other  than  just 
confinement.  If  Christians  love  their 
neighbors  as  well  as  God,  habitual 
criminals  of  murder  and  sex  crimes 
must  be  dealt  with  in  a  final  form. 

I  am  a  Christian  who  strives  to  grow  in 
faith  and  devotion.  It  is  in  this  vein  that  I 
want  to  promote  protection  of  people 
from  criminals  who  repeatedly  attack, 
abuse  and  kill,  with  increased  numbers 
of  victims  who  are  very  young  and  very 
old. 

Mina  W.  Lamb 

Lubbock,  Texas 

‘Really  ruffled’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  article  by 
Pat  Sites  headlined  “Reflections  on 
church  as  ‘family'  and  ‘rule-maker’  "  in 
your  June  1  issue.  I  have  found  a  lot  of 
things  I  read  in  the  Reporter  rather 
offensive  to  me,  but  that’s  okay.  We 
cannot  always  agree  on  everything.  But 
this  article  really  ruffled  my  feathers  to 
the  point  that  I  must  write.  I  am  an 
evangelical,  and  I  am  offended  that  we 
are  put  between  homosexuals  and 
alcoholics  in  her  article.  In  my  opinion 
she  ranked  the  helpers  in  the  same 
category  as  those  who  need  help. 

I  am  really  tired  of  people  referring  to 
evangelicals  and  charismatics  in  hushed 
tones.  I  was  beginning  to  feel  like  we 
must  have  bad  breath  or  body  odor.  But 
PRAISE  GOD.  He  is  pouring  out  His 
Spirit,  and  I  believe  we  will  be  seeing  a 
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lot  more  evangelicals.  I  believe  if  it  were 
not  for  the  movement  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
within  the  United  Methodist 
denomination,  it  would  have  been  a  dying 
church.  I  believe  John  Wesley  must  be 
looking  down  from  his  lofty  perch  and 
praising  God  for  the  renewal  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

We  United  Methodists  have  been 
asleep  in  the  light  long  enough.  Let’s  find 
a  balance  between  our  good  works  and 
our  spirituality . 

Winnie  Lanchester 

Lodi,  California 

What  about  liberalg? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  Pat  Sites’  “goodbye”  article 
(TM/UMR,  June  1),  I  could  have 
accepted  “evangelicals”  sandwiched  in 
between  “homosexuals”  and 
“alcoholics”  if  she  had  included 
“liberals”  in  the  list.  They  frighten  me  to 
death  because  I  never  know  what  they 
stand  for.  At  least  I  know  what 
“evangelicals”  (as  well  as  the  others) 
stand  for. 

Lynn  Mulholland 

Abilene,  Texas 

TM/UMR  unbalanced 

To  the  Editor: 

The  May  18  issue  of  TM/UMR  is  a 
striking  example  of  one  of  the  significant 
problems  of  the  “mainstream” 
Protestant  churches.  It  is  the  wrapping 
of  secular  and  political  (in  the  sense  of 
public  policy)  issues  in  moral  or  rather 
religious  garb.  Thus,  connectional 
officials  and  staff  may  express  their 
opinions  on  a  seemingly  ex-officio  basis 
rather  than  as  personal  convictions 
based  on  the  author’s  experience. 

Whether  the  subject  be  Zimbabwe, 
energy,  boycotts,  gun  control,  capital 
punishment  or  some  other  element  of 
“La  Caza,”  there  is  a  stultifying 
predictability  about  TM/UMR  that 
convinces  only  the  previously 
committed.  It  is  a  far  less  interesting 
newspaper  than  say  The  Texas 
Methodist  of  a  decade  ago. 

Issues  such  as  May  18,  in  addition  to 
being  boring,  fail  the  Christian 
responsibility  for  reconciliation,  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  of  tolerance  of  views 
and  the  ordinary  newspaper 
responsibility  for  straight  reporting.  The 
purported  interview  with  an  expatriate 
security  officer  in  Zimbabwe  is  in  a 
special  category  in  that  it  manages  to  be 
inflammatory  without  being  relevant. 

If  TM/UMR  wishes  to  be  taken 
seriously,  a  movement  in  the  direction  of 
balanced  reporting  will  be  required.  This 
will  not  automatically  flow  to  you;  it  will 
be  necessary  to  actively  solicit  reasoned 
articles  by  competent  and  informed 
writers  whose  views  do  not  coincide  with 
yours.  It  may  even  be  necessary  to  “grin 
and  bear  it”  if  someone  tells  you  that 
your  “theological  basis”  for  gun  control 
is  silly,  that  “spousicide”  may  be  related 
to  a  pattern  of  abuse  and  breaking  the 
chain  of  abuse  is  the  Christian’s  duty 
rather  than  concentration  on  the 


diocese  a  hard  question:  “How  is  it  that 
we  are  one,  equal  partners  at  the  Lord’s 
table,  but  not  equal  in  the  decision¬ 
making  process,  the  sharing  of  profits 
from  our  labors  and  in  health,  diet  and 
housing?"  Out  of  the  unity  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  out  of  the  oneness  and 
reconciliation,  radical  implications 
arise. 

St.  Paul  wrote  to  the  church  at  Corinth, 
“Because  there  is  one  loaf,  we  who  are 
many  are  one  body,  for  we  partake  of  the 
same  loaf.”  (I  Cor.  10:17)  To  share  in  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ  is  to  commit 
ourselves  to  a  unified  body  commanded 
to  be  disciples  and  in  love  with  one 
another  through  the  manifestation  of  God 
in  Christ. 

Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  a  fourth  century 
bishop,  wrote  that  we  become  one  body 
and  blood  with  Christ  by  sharing  in  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ,  so  how  can  we 
justify  the  divisions  we  foster  which 
result  in  hatred,  war,  racism,  sexism, 
economic  and  political  injustice. 

If  the  church  overlooks  the  radical 
implications  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  as  a 
whole,  then  United  Methodists  fit  into 
that  scope  of  neglect.  Indeed,  some 
critics  within  United  Methodism  would 
say  that  United  Methodists  are  guilty  of 
special  neglect.  The  infrequent  approach 
to  the  sacrament,  the  lack  of  training 
regarding  the  sacrament,  among  both 
clergy  and  laity,  and  the  lack  of 
commitment  to  the  sacrament  by  both 
clergy  and  laity,  help  establish  a  neglect 
which,  in  turn,  denies  the  understanding 
of  the  sacrament’s  radical  implications. 

God’s  revelation  in  the  Lord’s  Supper 
is  denied  by  less  than  enthusiastic 
approaches  to  the  sacrament.  This  denial 
destroys  relationships  with  God  and 
therefore  destroys  possibilities  for 
relationships  filled  with  life  and  justice 
among  persons. 

Arthur  C.  Lichtenberger,  in  his  book 
“The  Liturgical  Renewal  of  the  Church,” 
wrote:  “When  we  are  unaware  of  the 
social  implications  of  the  liturgy,  or 
ignore  these  implications,  we  fail  to  that 
extent  to  offer  ourselves  to  God  as  ‘a 
reasonable  and  living  sacrifice.’  For 
each  time  we  receive  the  Body  and  Blood 
of  our  Lord,  we  are  by  that  act  sent  to  be 
witnesses  to  Him  in  the  world.  This  does 
not  mean  that  we  are  able  to  lead  pious 
lives  but  that  we  are  to  be  in  the  thick  of 


Vernon  Schmid 
the  struggle  for  justice  and  freedom  and 
peace.” 

Another  writer,  Leonel  Mitchell,  says 
that  “the  Unity  of  Christ  signified  at  the 
altar  must  be  expressed  in  action  and 
lifestyle,  and  that  expression  in  turn 
makes  it  possible  for  us  to  celebrate  the 
Eucharist  as  ‘one  family  in  Christ.  ’  ” 

For  United  Methodists  the  radical 
essence  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  is  part  of 
the  historical  strain  that  has  evolved 
through  Roman  Catholicism,  Anglo- 
Catholicism  and  Reformed  traditions. 
The  Wesleyan  understanding  of  open 
communion  joined  with  a  conviction  that 
the  Lord’s  Supper  is  a  confirming, 
converting  and  redeeming  act,  gives 
added  force  to  the  thesis  that  the  Lord’s 
Supper  is  indeed  a  radical  act.  The  word 
redeeming  itself,  in  modem  translation 
of  the  ancient  term,  means  liberation. 
Such  a  freeing  of  persons  always  brings 
about  radical  Christian  commitments. 
The  Lord’s  Supper  is,  without  doubt,  a 
radical  act  whether  or  not  persons 
acknowledge  the  radical  commitment 
and  sending  forth  that  occurs  within  the 
context  of  the  eucharistic  liturgy. 

The  words  of  radical  commitment  ring 
clear  in  the  liturgy  of  United  Methodists 
as  they  participate  in  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
“.  .  .  repent  of  your  sins,”  “love  and 
charity  with  your  neighbors,”  “lead  a 
new  life,”  “follow  the  commandments  of 
God,”  “walk  ...  in  his  holy  ways,”  are 
all  radical  statements  of  commitment 
made  by  participants  in  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  To  accept  them  seriously  and  to 
respond  to  the  command  is  to  become 
discipled  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  about 
radical  changes  in  personal  lives  as  well 
as  community  lifestyles.  For  United 
Methodists  to  understand  this  in  the 
context  of  these  times  and  in  the  face  of  a 
coming  third  century  of  ministry,  is  to 
stand  in  radical  faith  and  to  sing  a  new 
song  in  this  strange  and  alien  land.  For 
responsible  Christians  there  is  no  other 
course. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Vernon  L.  Schmid,  is  pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  (Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference). 


instrument  of  murder. 

But  this  forbearance  will  give  rise  to  a 
far  better  newspaper  than  is  published 
now. 

Edwin  L.  Anderson 
Newton,  Pennsylvania 

Affluence  is  problem 

To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  of  May  25,  “Petroleum 
shortage  presents  us  with  opportunity  for 
moral  decision,”  stimulates  both 
disagreement  and  agreement. 

True,  it  makes  little  difference 
whether  the  oil  companies  are 
manipulating  the  market  or  not;  the  real 
problem  is  we  the  people,  we  the 
consumers.  Yet  the  merchants  of  the 
ever-increasing-consuming  society  have 
influence.  Are  they  in  the  group  of  “we 
the  people”  or  are  they  enemies? 
Somehow  we  have  been  sold  on  a  culture 
based  on  ever  increasing  consumption 
and  on  ever  increasing  affluence. 
Without  oil  our  style  of  living  cannot 
exist.  Does  our  idolatry  depend  on  oil? 
Do  the  merchants  have  us  by  the  oil  can? 
We  must  pay  the  price  for  oil,  or  we  must 
radically  change  our  lifesty  le. 

Changing  our  style  of  living  in  a  way  to 
remove  our  dependence  on  oil  is  radical. 
It  may  even  be  the  kind  of  repentance 
called  for  by  the  Gospel.  Jesus  calls  us  to 
turn  away  from  the  ways  of  people  and  to 
turn  toward  the  ways  of  God.  Turning  to 
God  means  a  radical  change  in  life.  Is 
our  problem  with  petroleum  related  to 
our  call  to  repentance? 

Deleting  the  third  trip  to  the  grocery 
store,  walking  when  we  could  drive, 
obeying  the  speed  limit  and  buying  fuel 
economical  cars  is  not  going  to  solve  the 
basic  problem,  dependency  on  oil.  The 
real  problem  is  our  idolatry  of  the  ever 
increasing  affluent  society.  Are 
American  Christians  willing  to  call  a  halt 
to  this  idolatry? 

William  A.  Bednar 
Salineville,  Ohio 

Bishop  backed 

To  the  Editor: 

A  big  THANK  YOU  for  your  good 
editorial  “Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  deserves 
a  chance”  (TM/UMR,  May  11).  I  most 
heartily  agree  with  your  last  five 
paragraphs.  It  is  my  hope  and  prayer 
that  United  Methodism  and  our  nation’s 
government  will  support  the  new 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  government  and 
that  sanctions  will  be  lifted.  Having  lived 
in  Rhodesia  34  years,  I  know  some  of  the 
problems  and  difficulties  faced  by  both 
sides  in  coming  to  the  present 
agreement. 

I  am  glad  you  sent  one  of  your  writers 
to  witness  the  elections,  and  I  read  with 
keen  interest  his  interview  with  Bishop 
Muzorewa,  now  prime  minister.  I  have 
known  the  bishop  for  many  years,  as  a 
student,  as  a  teacher  and  as  a  minister.  I 
knew  his  father  when  the  bishop  was  just 
a  small  boy  —  a  very  determined 
Christian  eager  to  help  his  people. 

Jessie  A.  Pfaff 
Washburn,  North  Dakota 


My  Witnes§ 

Religious  belief  for  me 
has  been  life-long  search 


By  ELAINE  DUNHAM 

“Websters’  Dictionary”  defines 
religion,  among  other  things,  as  the 
search  for  the  values  of  the  ideal  life. 
That’s  what  it  has  been  for  me,  a  life-long 
search. 

A  number  of  people  I  have  known  have 
told  me  that  they  were  able  to  accept 
Christianity  without  any  reservations. 
I’m  afraid  it  hasn’t  been  that  easy  for 
me.  It’s  frustrating  to  be  a  “doubting 
Thomas”  and  it’s  kept  me  searching  for 
answers. 

When  I  was  a  child,  my  parents 
believed  we  children  should  learn  to 
think  for  ourselves,  and  when  we  asked 
questions  about  religion,  told  us  we 
should  make  our  own  decisions  about 
what  we  believed.  I  realize  now  they 
were  probably  thinking  in  terms  of 
denominations,  such  as  Methodist  or 
Baptist  or  Presbyterian,  but  I  tended  to 
get  carried  away  in  my  enthusiasms  and 
did  a  lot  of  reading  about  the  world’s 
religions  and  philosophies.  The  more  I 
read,  the  more  abstract  my  concept  of 
God  became.  I  could  accept  the  idea  of  a 
creative  force  in  the  universe,  but  since 
the  universe  itself  was  so  vast,  how  could 
the  creator  of  it  possibly  be  concerned 
with  something  as  insignificant  as  a 
human  being.  So  I  stopped  praying.  I  had 
difficulty  accepting  the  miracle  stories 
and  the  superstition  in  the  Bible,  so  I 
stopped  reading  it.  Small  wonder  that 
when  problems  arose  in  my  life,  I  could 
find  no  solace  in  my  religion  and  looked 
elsewhere  for  solutions.  I  tried  every 
source  of  help:  doctors,  psychiatrists, 
tranquilizers,  even  divorce.  And  I  read 
countless  books,  but  nothing  seemed  to 
help  me.  I  became  more  and  more 
frantic  and  miserable. 

When  we  moved  to  Florida,  I  was  still 
running  away  from  my  problems,  and 
even  after  I  started  going  to  church 
again,  it  took  me  a  while  to  realize  that 


Christianity  was  more  than  going  to 
church  on  Sunday  and  helping  with 
bazaars  and  church  dinners.  Through  a 
Bible  study  group,  I  started  reading  my 
Bible  again  and  studying  the  Bible  from 
a  historical  point  of  view  helped  me  to 
understand  it  better. 

I  began  to  realize  that  God’s  power  is 
unlimited  and  I  had  been  responsible  for 
limiting  it  in  my  own  life.  God  had  not 
abandoned  me  when  I  abandoned  Him  — 
He  had  been  there  all  along  and  I  hadn’t 
realized  it.  I  am  becoming  more  and 
more  aware  of  how  He  acts  through 
people  and  uses  them  to  accomplish  His 
will  —  just  as  He  used  the  life  of  Jesus  to 
show  mankind  His  will  for  them.  I’m 
learning  to  pray  again  —  not  memorized 
words  or  prayers  written  by  someone 
else;  it’s  more  like  talking  to  someone 
who’s  right  there  beside  me  instead  of  an 
abstract,  remote  deity.  My  prayers  are 
answered,  too,  sometimes  through  other 
people  —  more  often  He  shows  me  how  to 
do  something  myself.  He  knows  we  will 
appreciate  something  more  if  we’ve  had 
to  put  forth  a  little  effort  ourselves.  He 
has  shown  me  that  I  can  accomplish 
anything  I  want  to  do  with  His  help. 

After  all,  what  is  Christianity  but  a 
way  of  living.  For  a  dedicated  Christian, 
that  means  serving  God  in  all  phases  of 
our  lives:  at  home,  at  work,  in  hospitals 
caring  for  the  sick,  in  schools,  in 
churches  and  in  every  contact  or 
relationship  with  our  fellow  human 
beings. 

If  we  could  learn  to  see  an  opportunity 
to  serve  God  in  everything  we  do,  every 
word  we  speak  —  that  would  be  the 
greatest  miracle  of  all. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Elaine 
Dunham,  is  a  member  of  Riverview 
UMC  in  Ormond  Beach,  Florida. 


WONDERING 
What  to  do  with  your  summer? 

Why  not  consider 
SUMMER  AT  SCARRITT 
1979 

27  Course  Offerings  through 
Degree  Programs 
Center  of  Continuing  Education 
Center  of  Women’s  Studies 
Reasonable  Tuition 
Cultural  Events 
Located  in  the  heart  of 

Nashville  University  Center 
United  Methodist  Center 


Yes,  I  am  interested  in  what  Summer  at  Scarritt  ’79  has  to  offer.  Please 
send  me  the  following  brochure(s): 

Degree  Programs  □  Center  of  Women’s  Studies  Programs  □ 

Center  of  Continuing  Education  Programs  □ 

Name _ 

Address  _ 

UMRS  (Street)  (City)  (State)  (Zip) 

Mail  to:  Summer  at  Scarritt,  Scarritt  College, 

P.O.  Box  12334,  Nashville,  TN  37212. 
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Viet  veterans  neglected? 

UM chaplains  say  church  sidestepped  issue 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

During  the  Vietnam  War  years,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  other 
“mainline  denominations”  were  heavily 
involved  both  in  protesting  against  the 
war  and  in  counseling  young  men  who 
were  attempting  to  avoid  the  military 
draft. 

But  in  the  process  of  helping  those  who 
opposed  the  war,  did  the  church  neglect 
the  needs  of  those  who  allowed 
themselves  to  be  drafted?  And  when  the 
veterans  of  that  war  returned  home, 
where  was  the  church  as  they  tried  to 
readjust  to  society  —  a  society  which 
.wanted  only  to  forget  “their  war.” 

“Outside  of  some  very  good  support 
through  the  chaplaincy  program,  Ican’t 
see  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  or 
any  other  denomination  has  done  much 
institutionally  to  help  Vietnam  veter¬ 
ans,”  says  the  Rev.  Corbin  Cherry, 
who  heads  the  Chaplain  Service  for  the 
U.S.  Veterans  Administration.  Chaplain 
Cherry,  a  United  Methodist  minister  who 
lost  a  foot  while  serving  in  Vietnam 
in  1969,  says  that  during  the  Vietnam 
War  years  the  UMC  spent  almost  all  of  its 
time  dealing  with  the  “issue  of  war” 
rather  than  dealing  with  the  problems  of 
individuals  caught  up  in  war. 

“The  churches  could  have  taken  a 
stance  of  saying  not  that  war  is  good,  but 
that  veterans  have  needs,”  he  says. 
“Somehow  when  we  rejected  the  war  we 
rejected  the  individuals  who  were  caught 
up  in  it  too.” 

Other  United  Methodist  chaplains 
working  with  Vietnam  era  veterans  at 
Veterans  Administration  Hospitals  and 
rehabilitation  centers  around  the  country 
have  similar  feelings  about  how  the 
.  church  has  dealt  —  or  not  dealt  —  with 
veterans. 

“I’m  not  a  ‘hawk’  by  any  stretch  of  the 
term,  and  I  believe  the  church  was  right 
in  its  involvement  with  those  who 
protested  the  war, ’’says  the  Rev.  Donald 
Welch,  who  served  two  different  tours  as 
.  a  chaplain  in  Vietnam  and  is  now 
.  chaplain  at  the  VA  hospital  in  Fresno, 

.  Calif.  “At  the  same  time,  there  has  been 
an  unmet  need  for  the  church  to  be 
involved  with  veterans.” 

Chaplain  Welch  says  that  one  of  the 
greatest  unmet  needs  has  been  for  the 
church  to  provide  a  “sense  of  absolution” 
for  those  returning  from  the  war. 

Absolution  needed 

“We  spent  a  lot  of  time,  as  a  society, 
preparing  people  for  war  —  training 
them  to  accept  authority  and  to  kill,”  he 
says.  “But  then  when  they  came  back  we 
provided  nothing  to  prepare  them  for  the 
return  to  society.  We  left  them 
untended  to  deal  with  the  psychological 
problems  war  leaves.  When  the  Hebrew 
people  returned  from  war  they  received 
absolution  in  their  day.  When  the 
Vietnam  veteran  returned  there  was 
nothing.  He  just  slipped  back  into  the 
country  on  a  commercial  airliner  with  a 
bunch  of  people  he  didn’t  even  know,  and 
lost  himself.” 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Davis,  chaplain 
at  the  VA  hospital  in  Muskogee,  Okla., 
says  many  of  the  men  he  served  with  in 
Vietnam  “won’t  even  admit  they  are 
veterans”  because  of  the  way  they  have 
been  shunned  by  society. 

“The  church  may  be  feeling  some  guilt 
over  this  right  now,”  he  says.  “We  were 
against  a  policy,  and  maybe  we  forgot 
some  individuals.” 

Chaplain  Davis  believes,  however,  that 
it  is  not  too  late  for  the  church  to  begin 
picking  up  its  ministry  to  veterans. 

“The  church  could  begin  by 
recognizing  that  many  Vietnam  veterans 
were  there  because  they  were  caught  up 
in  a  situation,”  Chaplain  Davis  says. 
“We  need  to  recognize  the  good  in  those 
who  felt  going  to  war  was  their 
responsibility  as  members  of  society, 
and  who  accepted  that  responsibility.  We 
.  need  to  tell  these  people  ‘you  are 
important  to  our  society  and  we 


Classified 


8-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  -  January  I960 
Christian  groip  forming  now.  Hosts  needed. 
WOMITO,  P.O.  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs,  Fla. 
33166, 


WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 

with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  901  Clay  St  .,  Houston,  Tex.  77002. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
WANTED  —  1,100  membership.  Requires 
experienced  person  who  desires  to  work  with  all  age 
levels.  Challenge  of  utilizing  new  facility.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Englewood  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  700  E.  Dearborn,  Englewood,  Fla. 
33533. 


CURRENTLY  TAKING  APPLICATIONS  for 
couples  to  work  with  youth  in  Group  Home  setting. 
Salary,  vacation,  other  fringes.  High  school  and 
references  required  Call  collect  —  United  Methodist 
Youthville,  Newton,  Kans.  (316  )  283- 1950  extension  65 
before  5:00  p.m.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  < 
Minister  of  Education.  Wide-open  prograi 
opportunity.  Metropolitan  Area  church  of  1,100 
members  Salary  &  housing  negotiable  at  your 
present  salary  level.  Contact :  J.  Vance  Eastridge. 
3800  Dayton  Boulevard,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  37415. 
(615)877-2881.  


HUSBAND/WIFE  TEAM  for  Music  and  Youth 
Ministries.  The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Naples,  Fla.  has  an  opening  in  the  area  of  Music  and 
Youth  Ministries.  We  are  seeking  a  husband/wife 
team  to  fill  the  position.  One  of  the  team  should  have 
credentials  in  music  directing  and  managing  several 
choirs  and  music  ensembles.  The  other  person  on  the 
team  should  have  credentials  and  interests  in  youth 
ministry.  If  you  are  qualified  and  interested  please 
send  your  resume  to  First  UMC,  388  First  Ave.  South, 
Naples,  Fla.  33940,  Attn.:  Staff-Parish  Relations 
Committee. 


AVAILABLE  FOUNDATION  DIRECTOR  and 

Development  Officer.  Have  organized  two  successful 
United  Methodist  Foundations  and  initiated  with 
Annual  Conference  program  in  the  area  of  develop¬ 
ment  of  wills,  bequests  and  special  gifts.  Available 
as  a  consultant  on  a  short  term  basis.  Skilled  in 
organizing  Money  Management  Seminars.  Salary 
and  travel  expenses  negotiable  Top  references.  Call 
(318  )  222-8696  or  write  Director,  1010  Mid  South 
Towers.  Shreveport,  La.  71101 


recognize  the  sacrifice  you  made  to  do 
what  you  thought  was  right.’  ” 

The  chaplains  also  point  out  that  a 
major  obstacle  to  our  society  accepting 
the  Vietnam  veterans  has  been  the  image 
these  veterans  have  been  given  by  the 
mass  media  —  an  image  which  they  say 
has  excessively  highlighted  drug  prob¬ 
lems  and  employment  difficulties  of 
some  veterans. 

“All  in  all,  Vietnam  veterans  have  a 
good  record,”  Chaplain  Welch  says,  “but 
the  problem  core  of  veterans  has  gotten  a 
lot  of  publicity.” 

He  says  one  statistic  which  deserves 
publicity  is  the  fact  that  the  suicide  rate 
among  Vietnam  veterans  is  23  percent 
higher  than  the  rest  of  the  American 
population. 

“To  a  great  degree,  Vietnam  veterans 
have  become  an  oppressed  group  in  our 
society,”  he  says.  “The  stress  of  the 
situation  takes  its  toll.” 

Viet  veterans  different 

The  chaplains  agree  that  Vietnam  era 
veterans  are  unlike  any  other  veterans 
returning  from  war  at  any  other  time  in 
American  history.  They  point  out  the 
following  among  the  major  differences: 

•  “They  did  not  come  home  heroes.” 
They  say  veterans  of  the  Second  World 
War  came  home  in  large  masses  on  ships 
to  cheers  and  ticker  tape  parades.  “They 
got  the  best  jobs  and  the  first  crack  at 
college.”  Vietnam  veterans  returned 
mostly  individually  and  without  fanfare 
or  “even  someone  to  buy  them  a  beer  and 
say  you  did  a  good  job.” 


•  “They  were  not  helped  in  working 
through  their  scars.”  Vietnam  veterans 
had  a  story  to  tell  —  to  unload  —  and 
most  people  didn’t  want  to  hear  it.  The 
veterans  had  to  pay  the  price  for  the  rest 
of  society  wanting  to  forget  a  war. 

•  Vietnam  veterans  were  younger  and 
less  prepared  for  returning  to  the  job 
market  than  their  World  War  II 
counterparts.  Most  Vietnam  veterans 
were  drafted  right  out  of  high  school  and 
had  never  held  civilian  jobs. 
Consequently  they  had  no  employment 
rights  when  they  returned.  Additionally, 
they  returned  in  a  time  of  recession 
rather  than  economic  boom. 

Chaplain  Cherry  says  he  is  hopeful, 
however,  that  recent  publicity  given  to 
the  plight  of  Vietnam  veterans  — 
including  two  major  motion  pictures  — 
will  awaken  society  to  their  plight. 

The  chaplains  point  out  that  for  every 
young  man  who  refused  to  be  drafted 
during  the  Vietnam  War  years,  6,000 
fought  in  the  war.  They  question  why  the 
church  and  society  have  given  so  much 
attention  to  so  few  while  neglecting  so 
many. 

“They  hunger  for  someone  out  there  to 
care  about  them,”  says  Chaplain  Davis. 
“They  have  a  problem,  and  it  should  be 
our  problem.” 

Chaplain  Davis  calls  the  problem 
“ego.”  Chaplain  Welch  calls  it  “the  need 
to  overcome  isolation.”  Chaplain  Davis 
calls  it  “the  stress  of  not  being 
accepted.” 

They  all  call  it  a  problem  for  the 
church. 


UMC  opposition  to 
draft  said  organizing 
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WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  United 
Methodist  opposition  is  already 
underway  to  fight  current  attempts  in  the 
U.S.  Congress  to  resume  registering 
young  men  for  the  military  draft,  though 
that  sentiment  is  not  unanimous  among 
UM  leaders. 

Coming  up  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  a  bill  which  would 
require  18-year-old  males  to  register  for 
military  induction,  starting  January, 
1981.  However,  this  bill  has  no  provision 
to  begin  inducting  these  persons  into 
active  military  service. 

Those  who  oppose  registration  see  the 
move  as  the  first  step  in  reinstating  the 
draft,  and  therefore  giving  the  President 
and  the  Pentagon  a  “blank  check”  to 
start  overseas  military  intervention : 

•  “We  are  ready  to  put  back  in  place 
the  same  ingredients  that  led  us  to 
Vietnam,”  said  UM  Bishop  Joseph  Yea- 
kel  of  the  Syracuse  Area,  in  an  address 
to  the  Northern  New  York  Annual 
Conference  earlier  this  month. 

•  Registration  is  just  the  beginning  of 
the  draft,  said  UM  theologian  and  peace 
activist  Dr.  John  M.  Swomley.  “There  is 
no  reason  for  it  except  trying  to  get 
Americans  accustomed  to  the  draft,”  the 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  professor 
said. 

•  The  denomination,  in  its  “Social 
Principles”  and  resolution  on  the  Church 
and  Peace  adopted  by  the  last  General 
Conference,  stands  totally  against 
compulsory  military  training  and 
service. 

•  The  World  Peace  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  has  mailed 
out  information  to  UM  leaders  informing 
them  of  the  legislation,  and  of  the  UM 
position  on  the  issue.  Dr.  Herman  Will, 
executive  of  that  division,  said  he  has 
also  answered  an  increasing  number  of 
requests  for  information  on  the  draft  and 
conscientious  objection. 

See  it  another  way 

Not  all  UMs,  however,  see  the  issue 
that  way.  Backers  of  registration  see  it 
as  a  standby  measure,  in  case  of  the  need 
to  call  up  military  forces.  "We  need  a 
standby  system  for  an  emergency 
situation,”  said  Lt.  Col.  Earl  Andrews, 
chaplain  at  West  Point.  “I  don’t  like  war, 
but  if  we  have  a  military  establishment, 
we  need  the  manpower  to  make  it  work.  ” 

He  said  drafting  again  would  replenish 
the  manpower  shortages  in  the  military 
and  would  make  the  armed  forces  more 
representative  racially  and  socio¬ 
economically.  Congressional  sponsors 
say  disproportionate  numbers  of  ethnic 
minorities  and  economically  disadvan¬ 
taged  men  have  enlisted  since  the  all- 
volunteer  Army  was  established  in  1973. 

The  military  has  become  “an 
employer  of  last  resort”  for  some,  but 
the  unemployment  problem  needs  to  be 
addressed  another  way,  said  the  Rev. 
Richard  Truitt,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society’s  World  Peace 
Division. 

Mr.  Truitt,  district  superintendent  in 
Janesville,  Wis.,  called  registration  for 
the  draft  an  invasion  of  privacy  that 
should  be  sanctioned  only  in  cases  of 


extreme  threat. 

As  a  chaplain  and  a  citizen,  said  Air 
Force  Col.  James  M.  Thurman,  Bolling 
AFB,  Va.,  “I’m  concerned  that  we  not  let 
our  preparedness  drop  too  far.  Our 
strength  is  down  to  its  lowest  point  since 
right  after  World  War  II.  If  someone  does 
declare  war,  we  won’t  have  much  time  to 
get  ready.” 

But  Dr.  Swomley  disagrees.  “We  have 
too  large  an  armed  forces  as  it  is,  for 
peace  time.  We  have  no  hostile  countries 
on  our  borders,”  he  said.  He  also 
disputed  claims  that  the  military  i^ 
unrepresentative  of  U.S.  society.  A 
Department  of  Defense  report  issued  iq 
December,  1978,  stated  that  the  present 
forces  have  the  largest  number  of  high 
school  graduates,  fewer  deserters,  fewer 
people  in  low  mental  categories,  and  is 
well-distributed,  economically  and 
geographically,  as  compared  to  forces  in 
the  previous  draft,  said  Dr.  Swomley. 

He  is  president  of  the  Methodist 
Peace  Fellowship  and  is  presently  lobby¬ 
ing  here  in  Washington,  with  other  reli¬ 
gious  and  civic  groups  against  the  legis¬ 
lation. 

Related  to  violence  idolatry 

UM  seminary  students  at  St.  Paul  were 
instrumental  in  organizing  a  city-wide 
group  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  against  the 
draft  recently,  and  at  least  two  annual 
conferences  —  Wisconsin  and  Northern 
Illinois  —  meeting  in  recent  weeks  passed 
resolutions  opposing  registration  and  the 
draft. 

“An  assumption  that  we  need  to  settle 
all  problems  in  the  world  by  war,  rather 
than  diplomacy,  is  related  to  the  idolatry 
of  violence  —  destroy  or  threaten  to 
destroy.”  But  war  is  contrary  to  Chris¬ 
tian  principles,  Dr.  Swomley  said. 

The  registration  bill  in  the  House 
applies  only  to  men,  but  it  does  call  for 
the  President  to  make  a 
recommendation  to  Congress  by  the  next 
session,  regarding  the  inclusion  of 
women  in  the  legislation. 

None  of  the  chaplains  interviewed 
favored  drafting  women  into  the  combat- 
related  military  service,  but  several  of 
them  did  favor  some  sort  of  public 
service  draft  for  every  young  person,  an 
idea  being  developed  <  by  several 
Congressional  representatives. 

“I’m  in  favor  of  a  total  draft,  and 
having  young  persons  register  for 
services  they  want  to  give,”  said  the 
Rev.  Douglas  M.  Blair,  retired  Army 
chaplain  and  acting  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  UM  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry’s  division  of 
chaplains  and  related  ministries.  He 
cited  services  such  as  health  care  that 
could  be  part  of  this  program. 


PEKING,  People’s  Republic  of  China  —  Kenneth  McIntosh,  foreground,  talks  to  a 
child  on  the  street  during  a  recent  visit  here.  Behind  Dr.  McIntosh,  from  left,  are  the 
child's  mother:  the  Rev.  Kelly  Williams,  pastor  of  Chapehvood  UMC  in  Houston, 
Texas :  and  retired  UMC  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of  Dallas,  Texas. 

Chinese  church  seen 
as  fragile  but  strong 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  While  the  Christian  church 
in  the  People’s  Republic  of  China  may  be 
“fragile”  as  an  institution,  it  may  be  a 
stronger  body  of  believers  than  it  was 
before  1949  when  the  American 
missionary  enterprise  there  was  in  full 
swing. 

That’s  the  assessment  of  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  McIntosh,  a  United  Methodist 
mission  official  who  recently  returned 
from  his  second  visit  in  13  months  to 
mainland  China. 

Dr.  McIntosh,  who  served  10  years  as  a 
UM  missionary  in  Hong  Kong  and  now  is 
a  field  representative  in  the  Southwest 
for  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said 
he  has  been  impressed  by  the 
comparative  strength  of  the  “remnant 
church”  in  China. 

“Americans  are  often  tempted  to  judge 
the  strength  of  the  church  in  China  on  the 
basis  of  numbers  and  institutions,"  Dr. 
IVJcIntosh  told  TM/UMR.  “If  we  look  at  it 
that  way,  the  church  in  China  looks 
fragile.  But  if  we  consider  commitment 
to  be  the  real  indication  of  strength,  the 
church  in  China  may  well  be  stronger 
than  it  has  ever  been.” 

Dr.  McIntosh  pointed  out  that 
Christianity  has., never  been  “numer¬ 
ically  strong”  in  China  —  with  only 
about  four  million  persons  professing 
the  faith  when  the  church  was  at 
its  numerical  peak  in  the  1940s.  He  now 
estimates  that  there  are  perhaps  a 
million  Christians  in  China. 

“The  church  in  China  has  been  de¬ 
institutionalized  and  de-clericalized 
(there  is  no  institution  and  there  are  no 
ordained  ministers),”  he  said.  “But 
there  are  ‘house  fellowships’  where 
people  continue  to  meet  and  worship.  ’  ’ 

He  said  Chinese  Christians  are 


continuing  to  evangelize  and  that  he  met 
young  Christians  while  in  China  who  had 
joined  the  Christian  community  as  a 
result  of  these  efforts. 

"The  government  does  not  seem  to  be 
interfering  with  the  church  or  its 
evangelism  efforts,  as  long  as  those 
efforts  don’t  come  in  conflict  with  the 
work  schedule,”  Dr.  McIntosh  said. 
“While  in  China  I  heard  reports  of  whole 
villages  being  evangelized  by  Chris¬ 
tians.” 

A  year  ago,  in  an  interview  with 
TM/UMR,  Dr.  McIntosh  said  the  “doors 
of  China”  appeared  to  be  opening  “ever 
so  slightly”  to  religion.  Asked  to 
compare  the  situation  now  with  then,  he 
said  there  is  much  more  openness  to 
religion  now. 

“I  wouldn’t  want  to  overstate  the 
situation,  but  in  comparative  terms,  I  see 
a  continuing  relaxation  of  anti-religious 
attitudes  in  China,”  he  said.  “People  on 
my  most  recent  trip  seemed  more  willing 
—  even  anxious  —  to  take  part  in 
religious  discussions.” 

Dr.  McIntosh  said  that  a  year  ago  when 
guides  were  asked  the  origins  of 
buildings  constructed  by  missionaries 
they  replied  that  the  buildings  were  built 
in  1958  —  the  year  of  the  “Great  Leap 
Forward.”  In  his  more  recent  trip, 
however,  the  guides  were  honest  about 
the  mission  origins  of  various  buildings. 

Dr.  McIntosh  warned,  however, 
against  Americans  interpreting  the 
greater  degree  of  openness  to  religion  to 
be  a  signal  for  a  return  of  American 
missionaries. 

“I  was  told  several  times  by  Chinese 
Christians  that  they  see  themselves  as 
missionaries  for  their  society,”  he  said. 
“The  idea  some  Christians  in  the  states 
might  have  about  flooding  China  with 
American  missionaries  just  won’t  be 
accepted.” 

— 


the  church  today 


Election  of  Hispanic 
bishop  called 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.  (TM/UMR)  -  A 
call  to  elect  an  Hispanic  United 
Methodist  bishop  next  year  has  been 
issued  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

In  a  statement  released  recently  by 
the  Rev.  Woodie  W.  White,  executive 
secretary,  the  commission  said  the 
“character  and  membership  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  .  .  .  should  reflect  the 
denomination’s  commitment  to  inclu¬ 
siveness.” 

The  statement  noted  that  of  the  45 
bishops  in  the  United  States,  “not  one  is 
of  Hispanic  background." 
Approximately  38,000  Hispanic  UMs  are 
located  in  all  five  of  the  church’s 
jurisdictions  with  the  history  of  work 
among  Hispanics  dating  to  1853. 

“Is  it  not  time  for  a  Hispanic  to  be 
included  among  the  episcopal  leaders  of 
the  church?  We  believe  that  1980  is  the 
time,”  the  statement  read. 

UMC  to  hold  conference 
on  ministry  with  children 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  A  national 


United  Methodist  Conference  on 
Ministries  with  Children  is  being  held 
here  the  week  of  July  30-Aug.  3  for 
parents,  teachers,  pastors,  coordinators 
and  other  workers  with  children. 

‘Proposition  13’  money 
goes  to  seminary' 

LOS  ANGELES  —  First  German 
United  Methodist  Church  here  has  given 
$3,000  of  its  Proposition  13  savings  to  the 
UM-related  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont.  The  Rev.  Carl  H.  Grueneke 
recently  delivered  the  check  to  President 
Richard  W.  Cain  at  the  school,  where  it  is 
being  applied  to  the  K.  Morgan  Edwards 
Chair  in  Preaching. 

The  downtown  German  language 
church,  which  receives  taxable  income 
from  a  parking  lot,  decided  to  devote  a 
substantial  portion  of  this  year’s 
property  tax  savings  to  the  theological 
school. 

It  is  the  second  oldest  operating  UM 
church  in  the  city,  having  opened  in  1877. 

“It  would  have  been  easy,”  said  Mr. 
Grueneke,  "to  absorb  the  windfall.  Every 
church  has  many  needs.  But  we  felt  it 
important  to  do  something  significant." 


People  in  the  news... 


BIBLE  LIVES 
OF 

FAITH 

INTRODUCTORY 
PACKET— 2.25 

At  last  adults  can  study  about  real-life  men  and 
women  keeping  faith  with  God!  Our  Introductory 
Packet  previews  this  exciting  new  series,  with  both 
student  and  resource  books  for  Abraham,  plus 
biography  teaching  guide,  plus  free  concordance 
of  every  Bible  reference  to  Abraham.  Hurry, 
quantities  limited,  order  today!  #9977 


Earl  Bossard 


Try  a  bike 

Can’t  find  any  gasoline?  Try  a 
bicycle.  “Our  society  doesn’t  need  to 
be  as  dependent  on  cars  as  it  now  is,” 
maintains  Dr.  Earl  Bossard,  member 
of  Willow  Glen  UMC  in  San  Jose, 
Calif.  For  the  third  year  in  a  row  he 
has  ridden  his  bike  to  the  Califomia- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference.  This  year 
it  was  held  across  town,  but  last  year 
he  bicycled  260  miles  across  the 
Sierras  and  in  1977  he  pedaled  to 
Redding. 

Youngs  remarry 

United  Nations  Ambassador 
Andrew  J.  Young  Jr.,  and  the  former 
Jean  Childs  of  Marion,  Ala.,  retied  the 
knot  in  New  York  City  after  25  years 
of  marriage. 

The  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister  and  former  representative 
from  Georgia  and  his  wife,  who  is 
chairperson  of  the  U.S.  Commission 


for  the  International  Year  of  the 
Child,  renewed  their  vows  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel.  It  was  through 
Mrs.  Young  that  Mr.  Young  met 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  She  and 
Coretta  Scott  King  were  both  from  the 
same  Alabama  town  and  soon  their 
husbands  were  together  coordinating 
the  civil  rights  efforts  of  the  late  1950s 
and  1960s. 

Still  chase  away  gloom 

How  do  the  “Gloom  Chasers”  chase 
away  gloom?  “We  try  to  stay  active 
and  bring  cheer  into  the  lives  who 
come  to  our  class  and  the  church  at 
large,”  says  Leroy  Neff,  a  charter 
member  and  class  president  of  one  of 
the  oldest  Sunday  school  classes 
around.  The  class  at  Hiawatha  (Kan.) 
First  UMC  was  organized  Nov.  18, 
1919,  still  has  an  average  attendance 
of  22  each  Sunday  and  boasts  it  has 
four  charter  members  still  active. 
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Settlement 
for  suits 
pursued 

REDLANDS,  Calif.  (UMC)  —  The 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  backed  away  from  spending 
increasing  amounts  on  legal  defense 
related  to  the  bankrupt  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  facilities  here  last  week. 

But  they  designated  $800,000  of  the  1980 
budget  to  pay  for  “legal  fees,  possible 
solutions  and/or  payments”  in 
connection  with  six  suits  involving 
Pacific  Homes  totaling  one-half  billion 
dollars  in  which  the  conference  is  a 
defendant. 

Several  attempts  to  lower  the  amount 
set  aside  for  legal  fees  and  apply  it 
instead  to  loan  retirement  and  church 
ministries  were  defeated. 

“Settlement  outside  of  litigation  is  our 
only  solution,”  said  Harriette  Dommes, 
president  of  the  conference’s  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration.  But  she 
stressed  that  any  reduction  in  the 
$800,000  earmarked  for  the  Pacific 
Homes  crisis  would  “deny  ourselves  the 
flexibility  to  deal  with  the  situation.” 

Two  hours  of  the  conference  session 
were  set  aside  to  discuss  Pacific  Homes. 
John  Browning,  representing  the  law 
firm  of  Musick,  Peelor  and  Garrett, 
fielded  many  of  the  questions.  He  said 
“settlement  strategies”  were  being 
pursued  with  all  parties  to  the  suits  and 
that  “a  successful  reorganization  of 
Pacific  Homes  (to  put  it  on  a  solvent 
basis )  ”  was  the  best  way  to  go. 

“I  believe  a  solution  outside  the 
courtroom  is  possible,”  he  added.  But  he 
indicated  that  the  court-appointed 
trustee,  Richard  Matthews,  “thus  far 
hasn’t  been  able  to  show  us  any  real 
progress.” 

The  Rev.  Frank  Finkbeiner,  chairman 
of  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration’s  budget  committee, 
drew  sustained  applause  and  seemed  to 
sum  up  the  mood  of  the  conference  when 
he  said,  “We’re  not  going  to  pay  one 
penny  more  than  necessary.  We’re 
winding  down  the  legal  program  ...  we 
must  move  toward  a  settlement  because 
failing  to  do  so  will  create  an  expanding 
indebtedness  we  can’t  fulfill.” 

Defendants,  in  addition  to  the 
conference,  include  the  Pacific 
Methodist  Investment  Fund,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (the  denomination), 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  its  Health  and  Welfare 
Division. 

High  court 
to  decide  if 
UMC  suable 


CHICAGO  (UMC)  -  In  what  is 
described  as  a  “landmark"  request,  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  will  be 
asked  during  June  to  review  whether  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
denomination  is  a  suable  entity. 

Three  different  petitions  will  be  going 
to  the  nation's  high  court,  all  growing  out 
of  the  half-billion  dollar  string  of  lawsuits 
resulting  from  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
Pacific  Homes  retirement  network  in 
Arizona,  California  and  Hawaii.  One  of 
the  petitions  will  relate  to  a  bond  case  in 
federal  court,  and  two  to  the  class  action 
suit  in  California  courts. 

Samuel  W.  Witwer  Sr.,  chief  legal 
counsel  for  the  church’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA), 
said  the  filings  will  constitute  a 
“landmark”  since  it  will  raise  for  the 
first  time  before  the  Supreme  Court  the 
issue  of  whether  a  world-wide  religious 
association  such  as  United  Methodism 
can  be  sued  as  an  entity. 

It  could  be  one  of  the  most  important 
church-state  cases  in  the  nation’s 
history,  he  explained,  because  a  state 
court  “is  telling  a  religious  denomination 
we  don’t  read  your  structure  in  the  same 
way  you  do  "  This,  said  the  attorney,  is  a 
“fundamental  assailment”  of  First 
Amendment  rights. 

The  appeal  to  the  high  court  will 
emphasize  strongly  there  is  no  one 
authorized  under  denominational  polity 
to  answer  for  the  church.  The  church’s 
Judicial  Council  held  earlier  this  spring 
that  GCFA  has  neither  “the  authority  or 
the  duty”  to  appear  in  court  on  behalf  of 
the  entire  denomination. 


A  Garden 
in  the  Forest 

Hodges  Gardens  -n  west  central  Louis¬ 
iana  is  ideal  for  family  or  church  group 
outings  Formal  gardens,  nature  trails, 
excursion  boat  rides,  greenhouses  and 
wooded  places  to  picnic  are  here  in  a 
setting  of  unsurpassed  beauty  (t 
and  serenity  There  s  an- 
air  conditioned  lodge 
for  group  rentals,  too 


r%/uiuens 

''and  Greenhouses 

12  Miles  South  of  Many  Louisiana  on 
U  S  Highway  171  Phone  318/586-3523 
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Church  declines  slowing 

New  membership  figures  show  fewer  losses 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  While 
evangelical  bodies  continue  to  pace 
growth  in  American  church 
membership,  a  seven-year  decline  in 
mainline  Protestant  membership 
appears  to  be  slowing,  reports  the 
"Yearbook  of  American  and  Canadian 
Churches  1979.” 

The  Yearbook,  which  incorporates 
figures  for  Roman  Catholics,  said  that 
church  membership  stood  at  132,812,470 
for  the  222  religious  bodies  surveyed  in 


1977,  the  latest  year  for  which  figures 
were  available. 

The  increase  of  0.7  percent  was 
roughly  equal  to  the  general  population 
increase  reported  in  the  United  States  for 
the  same  period. 

Total  financial  contributions  also 
increased  in  1977,  but  —  again  —  inflation 
meant  that  the  churches  simply  were 
‘‘running  harder  and  harder  to  stay  in 
the  same  place,”  Yearbook  Editor 
Constant  H.  Jacquet  said. 


Mississippi  ministers 
vote  out  probationer 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

JACKSON,  Miss.  —  The  ministers  of 
the  Mississippi  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  voted 
“overwhelmingly”  June  11  to 
discontinue  the  Rev.  Karl  Mertz  as  a 
probationary  member  of  the  conference. 

The  vote  to  discontinue  the  33-year-old 
minister  who  was  given  a  mandatory 
leave  of  absence  last  Oct.  1  after  serving 
three  months  in  his  first  appointment  to 
the  Washington  charge,  was  taken 
during  an  executive  session  of  the 
ministers  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
conference  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry. 

Commenting  on  the  action,  the  board 
made  it  “quite  clear  that  the  action  was 
not  based  on  Dr.  Mertz’s  beliefs  on 
race.” 

Dr.  Mertz  had  appealed  his  placement 
on  leave  of  absence  to  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  last 
September  asserting  that  it  resulted 
from  his  having  preached  a  sermon  last 
Aug.  20  on  the  theme  that  "a  person 
cannot  be  a  Christian  and  a 
segregationist  at  the  same  time”  (see 
TM/UMR  June  1,  May  4,  April  27,  Feb. 
23). 


Mississippi  Bishop  Mack  Stokes  said  in 
a  prepared  statement  last  week:  “This 
decision  does  not  involve  any  charges 
against  Dr.  Mertz’s  character  or  against 
him  as  a  Christian  man. -Because  of  the 
confidentialities  involved,  I  cannot  go 
into  detail  as  to  the  reasons  for  granting 
him  a  leave  of  absence  beginning  last 
Oct.  1,1978.” 

In  a  second  action  on  June  12,  the 
entire  annual  conference  unanimously 
approved  the  interim  action  of  giving  Dr. 
Mertz  a  leave  of  absence  between 
conference  sessions. 

Bishop  Stokes  said  the  cabinet  and 
executive  committee  of  the  board  of 
ordained  ministry  had  spent  “hours  and 
hours"  with  Dr.  Mertz.  “We  tried  our 
best  to  give  him  a  fair  shake,”  the  bishop 
told  TM/UMR.  “I  would  never  take 
action  against  a  brother  for  advocating 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  views  on 
race.  The  decision  has  to  do  with 
ministerial  qualifications.” 

The  bishop  has  refused  several  times 
to  meet  with  an  investigative  committee 
of  the  general  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  regarding  the  Mertz  case, 
asserting  that  it  does  not  involve  race  but 
other  considerations  which  are  confi¬ 
dential. 


Annual  conferences  — 
the  same  yet  different 


DEKALB,  Ill.  —  Holy  Communion  and  worship  are  central  experiences  of  the 
session  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference,  as  shown  above,  and  to  the 
sessions  of  each  of  the  73  United  Methodist  annual  conferences.  n.  ill.  umr  photo 

FORT  WORTH, 
Texas  —  The  Rev. 
William  L.  Shaw,  a 
retiring  minister  of 
the  Central  Texas 
Annual  Conference, 
brings  smiles  with 
his  retirement 
speech  after 
spending  41  years 
in  the  ministry. 
Annual  conference 
sessions  celebrate 
both  the  beginning 
and  the  end  of 
active  ministries. 

C.  TX.  METHODIST  PHOTO 


GLORIET A. 
N.M.  —  Exhibits 
are  a  perennial 
feature  of  annual 
conferences  infor¬ 
ming  the  members 
of  programs  and 
projects.  McCurdy 
Schools  superinten¬ 
dent  Dale  Robinson 
right,  explains  the 
purposes  of  the 
mission  school  to  a 
visitor  at  the  New 
Mexico  session. 

N.M.  UMR  PHOTO 


SCRANTON,  Pa.  —  Ministerial  ordinations  as  deacons  and  elders  are  typically  a 
high  point  of  annual  conference  sessions.  Here  Bishop  James  Ault  and  the  district 
superintendents  of  the  Wyoming  Annual  Conference  lay  hands  on  Paul  Kroll 
during  his  ordination  as  elder.  Wyoming  umr  photo 


The  Roman  Catholic  Church,  the 
nation’s  largest  religious  body,  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the  largest 
Protestant  denomination,  both  grew 
faster  than  the  population  from  1976  to 
1977,  reporting  gains  of  1.03  and  1.24 
percent  respectively.  The  Roman 
Catholics  claimed  49  million  adherents 
and  the  Southern  Baptists  13  million. 

( See  accompanying  graph. ) 

The  Yearbook,  published  by  Abingdon 
Press  and  compiled  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  is  based  on 
membership  statistics  supplied  by  the 
individual  churches.  The  figures 
normally  lag  one  and  one  half  years 
behind  the  year  of  publication.  Thus,  the 
reported  loss  by  the  Catholic  Church  in 
1978  of  234,141  members  is  not  included. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  reported 
one  of  the  smaller  losses,  —  .77  percent. 

There  remains  a  serious  undersupply 
of  black  clergy,  the  Yearbook  points  out. 
While  there  were  almost  200  more  blacks 
in  seminaries  in  1977  than  in  1976,  blacks 
represented  only  4.1  percent  of  the  total 
seminary  population. 

During  the  period  1972-1977,  the 
proportion  of  women  in  the  nation’s 
seminaries  nearly  doubled,  from  10.2 
percent  to  19.3  percent. 


COMPARATIVE  INCLUSIVE 

MEMBERSHIP  IN 

LARGEST  U.S.  CHURCH  BODIES 

Rel 

gious  Body 

1976 

1977 

Ga i n/Loss 

%  of  Gain/Loss 

1 . 

Roman  Catholic  Church 

'<9,325,752 

49,836,176 

+510,424 

+1.03 

2. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention 

12,917,992 

13,078,239 

+160,247 

+1.24 

3. 

United  Methodist  Church 

9,861 ,028 

9,785,534 

-  75,494 

-0.77 

4. 

National  Baptist  Conv.,  USA 

5,500,000 

5,500,000 

— 

5. 

Lutheran  Church  in  America 

2,974,749 

2,967,168 

-  7,581 

-0.25 

6 . 

Episcopal  Church 

2,882,064 

2,818,830 

-  62,234 

-2.19 

7. 

8. 

Lutheran  Church-Mo.  Synod 
National  Baptist  Convention 

2,757,271 

2,673,321 

-  83,950 

-3.04 

of  America 

2,688,799 

2,688,799 

— 

— 

9. 

United  Presbyterian  Church 

2,607,321 

2,561 ,234 

-  46,087 

-1.77 

10. 

American  Lutheran  Church 

2,402,261 

2,390,076 

-  12,185 

-0.51 

Orphan  returns  to  church  home 


Minister:  You  can  go  home  again 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

WACO,  Texas  —  A  United  Methodist 
minister  here  has  discovered  that  “you 
can  go  home  again.”  But  that  doesn’t 
mean  you’ll  find  everything  at  home  just 
the  way  you  left  it  —  nor  should  you,  he 
maintains. 

The  Rev.  Jack  Kyle  Daniels  spent  18 
years  of  his  life  as  an  orphan  at  the 
Methodist  Home  here,  one  of  the  largest 
and  oldest  homes  for  children  in  United 
Methodism.  Last  year  he  returned  as  its 


Racism  makes  KKK-style 
terrorism  possible,  UMs  find 


DECATUR,  Ala.  (UMC)  —  The 
nonviolent  march  and  rally  of  1,200 
blacks  and  a  sprinkling  of  whites  in  this 
north  Alabama  town  on  June  9  points  up 
several  lessons,  according  to  United 
Methodists  who  participated. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  leader  of  the 
march  and  president  of  the  sponsoring 
Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference,  said  one  lesson  of  recent 
events  here  is  that  racism  in  the  U.S. 
makes  terrorism  by  such  groups  as  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  possible. 

“We  are  here  not  only  in  protest  of  the 
terroristic  activities  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
but  also  in  protest  of  the  racism  of  this 
country  which  makes  this  Klan  terrorism 
possible,”  he  said. 

The  United  Methodist  minister, 
accompanied  by  two  black  members  of 
the  U.S.  Congress  and  several  black 
Alabama  legislators,  led  marchers  the  12 
blocks  from  Wayland  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  to  the  Decatur  City 
Hall.  Along  the  last  four  blocks,  Alabama 
state  troopers,  Decatur  police  and 
sheriff  s  deputies  separated  the  marchers 
from  150  jeering  Klansmen  brandish¬ 
ing  clubs,  baseball  bats  and  lead  pipes. 

Two  weeks  ago  two  Klansmen  and  two 
blacks  were  wounded  by  gunfire  after  a 
black  man  fired  into  a  group  of 
Klansmen  who  had  blocked  a  similar 
march. 

Poverty,  racism  connected 

Another  United  Methodist,  Peggy 
Billings  of  New  York  City,  said  people 
are  learning  the  lesson  of  the  connection 
between  poverty  and  racism.  “People  do 
see  the  connection,”  said  the  UM 
Women's  Division  executive  who  also 
represented  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Church  and  Society 
Executive  Committee  at  the  march. 

“I  went  because  I  felt  the  church 
should  help  speak  out  against  the 
violence  that  the  KKK  symbolizes.  But 
when  I  saw  both  the  whites  of  the  Klan 
and  the  black  people  in  the  crowd,  the 
first  thing  apparent  to  me  was  that  all 
are  poor.  The  people  along  the  route  and 
everybody  looked  so  tired.  Even  those 
who  were  most  angry  looked  tired.  Mr. 
Lowery  said  to  the  Klansmen,  ‘Why  are 
you  angry  with  us?  We  aren’t  the  ones 
paying  you  low  wages.  ’ 

“My  hope  is  that  the  struggle  can  now 
focus  on  the  economic  realities  behind 

Article  on  6 gay 9 
caucus  in  error 

An  article  appearing  in  numerous 
editions  of  TM/UMR’s  June  15  issue, 
under  the  headline  “‘Gay’  caucus  given 
okay  for  exhibit,”  erroneously  stated 
that  Bishop  J.  Chess  Lovem  “reluctantly 
agreed"  to  provide  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Gay  Caucus  with  an 
exhibit  space  at  the  site  of  the  Southwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference  in  San  Antonio. 

This  article,  which  was  distributed  by 
Religious  News  Service,  was  in  error. 
Bishop  Lovem  and  other  Southwest 
Texas  conference  officials  state  that 
such  an  exhibit  at  the  conference  was  in 
noway  “authorized”  or  “agreed  to.” 

TM/UMR  learned  of  this  error  during 
the  course  of  its  weekly  press  run  and 
substituted  a  revised  and  corrected 
version  in  some  of  its  editions  under  the 
headline  “Confrontation  averted  over 
‘gay’  exhibit.” 

The  corrected  version  of  the  story 
stated  that  “a  possible  confrontation 
between  Bishop  J.  Chess  Lovem  and 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Gay 
Caucus  was  averted  here  when  the 
bishop  chose  to  ignore  a  group  of  ‘gays’ 
who  set  up  an  unauthorized  exhibit  at  the 
Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference. 
The  display  was  set  up  in  the  exhibit  area 
of  La  Villi ta  Assembly  Hall  where  the 
conference  was  meeting  without  the 
approval  of  conference  officials.  At  a 
subsequent  press  conference,  Bishop 
Lovem  called  the  12-member  caucus 
group  ‘discourteous,  but  we  won’t  have 
(police)  officers  take  them  away’." 

TM/UMR  regrets  having  published  the 
erroneous  account  of  this  incident  in 
some  of  its  editions. 


racism  and  the  problems  people,  both 
white  and  black,  are  facing,”  Ms. 
Billings  said.  “This  is  what  the  church 
should  be  prepared  to  participate  in  — 
practical  strategies  for  solving  the 
economic  problem.” 

“The  Klan  cannot  be  allowed  to 
intimidate  black  citizens  into 
submission,”  said  Marilyn  Clement,  a 
United  Methodist  who  directs  the  Center 
for  Constitutional  Rights  in  New  York. 
“A  nationwide  effort  is  necessary  to  stop 
this  growing  white  supremacist 
movement.  But  it  is  also  important  to 
realize  the  Klan’s  violence  is  aimed  at  all 
progressive  efforts  .  .  .  union  organizing 
in  the  South  .  .  .  affirmative  action  .  .  . 
(It)  would  stop  blacks  from  voting  if  it 
could.  In  fact,  the  Imperial  Wizard  made 
a  statement  about  ‘stopping  the  niggers 
with  bullets  if  we  cannot  stop  them  with 
ballots’." 

The  North  Alabama  Annual 
Conference,  meeting  in  Birmingham, 
adopted  on  June  5  a  resolution  which  said 
in  part:  “Their  (the  Ku  Klux  Klan)  basis 
of  hate,  the  blasphemous  use  of  the  cross, 
the  tactics  of  intimidation  and  the 
carrying  of  weapons  is  to  be  abhorred 
and  we  call  on  North  Alabama  Annual 
Conference  to  voice  its  conviction  this  is 
sin  and  against  the  will  of  God.” 


director.  Then  and  now  it’s  been  a  good 
place  to  live  and  work,  he  says,  but  the 
similarities  just  about  end  there. 

Today’s  young 
residents  aren’t 
orphans;  they’re 
products  of  broken 
homes.  They  tend 
to  come  here  as 
teenagers,  not  as 
infants,  and  to  stay 
only  a  matter  of 
months,  not  years. 

They’re  already 
wise  in  the  ways  of  Jack  K.  Daniels 
the  world  outside  and  already  deeply 
troubled  by  them. 

So  it’s  no  wonder  Jack  Daniels  only 
smiles  when  people  intimate  he  might 
like  to  change  the  place  back  to  the  way  it 
was  in  1937  when  he  and  his  six  brothers 
and  sisters  arrived.  He  couldn’t  even  if 
he  wanted  to. 

“I  had  no  parents,”  Mr.  Daniels 
recalled  recently  in  an  interview  with 
TM/UMR.  “I  came  here  at  the  age  of  two 
and  I  knew  I  would  live  here  until  I 
finished  school.  I  had  no  experience  — 
good  or  bad  —  of  what  home  is  like. 

“Today’s  kids  come  as  adolescents,  out 
of  homes  where  there  has  been  conflict 
and  manipulation.  They  bring  feelings  of 
guilt  and  lots  of  anger.  And  they  know 
they’ll  probably  go  back  home,  to 
situations  which  are  far  from  ideal.” 

Is  he  saying  Methodist  Home  children 
today  are  emotionally  disturbed?  He  is 
indeed.  “No  youngster  sees  his  or  her 
home  disintegrate  without  being 
emotionally  disturbed.” 

Fortunately,  he  says,  home  care  has 
kept  pace  with  the  changing  needs  of  the 
children  it  serves.  No  longer  a  safe  little 
island  where  a  childhood  can  virtually 
begin  and  end,  today’s  Methodist  Home 
is  consciously  a  way-station:  it  tries  to  be 
a  “laboratory”  for  life  outside. 

When  Mr.  Daniels  was  growing  up 
here,  he  lived,  worked  and  went  to  school 
all  within  the  confines  of  the  campus. 
Today’s  residents  go  to  public  school  — 


and  some  of  them  on  to  Waco-area 
colleges  —  drive,  hold  part-time  jobs  and 
enjoy  activities  all  off  the  grounds  of  the 
home.  In  fact,  Mr.  Daniels  says,  “ideally 
the  only  thing  that  identifies  a  kid  with 
the  Methodist  Home  is  that  our  address  is 
1111  Herring  Road.” 

One  exception  is  church  services, 
which  are  still  held  on  campus.  A 
Methodist  Home  chaplain  can  relate  to 
the  special  needs  of  these  children  in  a 
way  most  pastors  couldn’t,  Mr.  Daniels 
says.  Vacation  time  at  home  with  their 
parents,  for  example,  is  a  traumatic  time 
for  most  of  the  home’s  children.  Being 
returned  to  their  homes  permanently  is 
another  crisis  time.  At  such  times  their 
own  chaplain  can,  in  both  worship  and 
counseling,  be  uniquely  “there”  with 
them. 

If  Mr.  Daniels  is  proud  of  today’s 
“individualized”  care  each  child 
receives  at  the  Methodist  Home,  he  does 
not  sneeze  either  at  the  way  they  used  to 
do  it  here.  Nor  should  he.  It  was  the 
home’s  four-year  Albaugh  scholarship 
that  launched  an  academic  career  for 
him  which  has  resulted  in  three  degrees 
from  Southern  Methodist  University  and 
ordination  as  an  elder  in  the  Central 
Texas  conference.  It  was,  in  fact,  he 
recalls,  during  his  interview  with  the 
scholarship  committee  that  he  suddenly 
and  publically  announced  he  intended  to 
be  a  minister. 

Mr.  Daniel’s  gratitude  for  the  home 
and  its  support  is  obvious.  In  those  days, 
he  said,  there  were  few  scholarships  for 
children  in  the  home.  That,  too.  has 
changed.  This  year  16  students  are 
receiving  a  total  of  $42,000  in  scholarship 
funds. 

But  despite  the  changes  at  the  home, 
one  thing  has  stayed  the  same,  Jack 
Daniels  readily  admits:  the  value  of 
being,  a  Christian  institution.  It  simply 
makes  all  the  difference  in  “how  we  treat 
our  children.  That  does  not  mean  we  are 
here  just  to  turn  out  Christians.  But  it 
does  mean  we  are  here  to  be  Christian  for 
them  and  with  them.”  And  that’s  how  he 
remembers  the  place  from  ’way  back. 
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The  One  You  Can  Become 

Responding  to  God’s  Presence  in  Your  Life 

Those  persons  out  of  harmony  with  God  are  usually  out  of 
harmony  with  their  neighbors.  Harold  Rogers  tells  how  to  regain  the 
personal,  spiritual,  and  social  order  necessary  to  deal  with  life’s 
problems.  55.95 

We  Are  Not  Alone 

Affirmations  of  the  Presence  of  God 

Barry  Bailey  speaks  to  all  who  seek  to  truly  know  God.  Delivered  on  radio’s  popular  “Protestant 
Hour,”  these  sermons  reflect  Dr.  Bailey’s  down-to-earth.  Gospel-centered  faith  and  answer  the  question 
“What  is  God  like?’’  Dramatic  interpretation  of  the  Scripture.  $6.95 

The  Moral  Teaching  of  Paul:  Selected  Issues 

Victor  Paul  Furnish,  renowned  Pauline  scholar,  wants  to  set  Paul’s  writings  more  firmly  in  their 
original,  historical  context  to  make  them  more  meaningful  to  us  today.  Furnish  discusses  four  ethical 
issues  (marriage,  women  in  the  church,  homosexuality,  and  Christians  in  government)  as  seen  in  the 
writings  of  Paul.  Direct  and  timely,  the  book  emphasizes  love  as  the  basis  of  faith.  $4.95,  paper 

The  Art  of  Spiritual  Snakehandling 
And  Other  Sermons 

James  D.  Glasse  has  traveled  all  over  the 
country  and  addressed  all  kinds  of  churches 
since  his  ordination  30  years  ago.  Now,  his 
sermons  are  collected  in  book  form.  These 
sermons  are  down-to-earth,  unique  and  often 
humorous.  Foreword  by  Ralph  Loew. 

$3.95,  paper 

The  Droopy  Flower  Mystery 
And  Other  Object  Lessons 
for  Children 

Harvey  D.  and  Patsie  S.  Moore  offer  these 
object  lessons  as  gentle  reminders  of 
important  scripture  lessons.  Fifty  object  lessons 
which  include  Scripture  and  simple  objects  as 
visual  aids  make  learning  fun  for  children  of 
any  age.  $3.95,  paper 

Faith  and  Freedom: 

Toward  a  Theology  of  Liberation 

Can  Christian  faith  in  God  come  to  terms 
with  the  contemporary  concern  for  human 
liberation?  After  exploring  the  background  and 
development  of  modem  theologies  of  liberation, 

Schubert  M.  Ogden  offers  a  realistic  theology 
of  liberation  for  Christians.  $3.95,  paper 

God-With-Us: 

Resources  for  Prayer  and  Praise 

Miriam  Therese  Winter  offers  poetry,  prose, 
scripture,  and  music  for  those  worship  times. 

$5.95,  paper. 
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Sager  Brown 
closes  doors 


After  over  100  years  of  mission 
outreach  in  south  La.,  the  Sager  Brown 
School  closed  at  the  end  of  this  school 
year  announced  board  president  Mrs. 
Maudry  Carmouche  of  Lafayette.  The 
board  of  directors  meeting  in  special 
session  on  May  26  voted  this  action  after 
hearing  several  reports  including  one 
from  Ms.  Minnie  Stein-Barriteau,  staff  of 
the  national  church  agency,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

During  the  last  several  years,  Sager 
Brown  School  has  experienced  a  series  of 
setbacks  including  the  difficulty  in 
recruiting  &  sustaining  effective 
administrative  leadership.  Four  persons 
served  in  the  capacity  of  supt.  during  one 
school  year  alone. 

In  addition  youngsters  referred  to 
Sager  Brown  by  state  agencies  for  the 
residential  program  came  with 
increasingly  more  difficult  problems 
which  the  staff  was  not  trained  to  handle 
nor  the  facility  designed  to  accomodate. 

This  year’s  class  of  eighth  graders 
held  their  commencement  on  May  29, 
thus  becoming  the  last  Sager-Brown 
graduates  in  its  long  glorious  history. 


Conference 


names  two 


to  Board 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  approved 
the  appointment  of  two  new  members  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary 
Colleee  recently. 

The  new  trustees  are  Roy  S.  Hurley 
and  Harry  V.  Balcom.  Both  were  elected 
to  serve  three-year  terms. 

Hurley,  a  native  of  Minden,  served  in 
World  War  II  and  graduated  from 
Louisiana  Tech  in  1949.  He  did  graduate 
studies  at  the  University  of  Texas  in 
Austin. 

Since  1962.  he  has  served  as  president 
of  Tri-State  Oil  Tool  Company  and  its 
subsidiary  companies.  Active  in 
community  life.  Hurley  has  served  as  an 
office  and  board  member  of  numerous 
church,  cultural  and  educational 
organizations.  La.  Tech  named  him 
“Outstanding  Alumnus  of  the  Year”  in 
1973. 

He  serves  on  the  boards  of  directors  of 
Petroleum  Equipment  Supply 
Association.  Public  Affairs  Research 
Council,  Colonial  Federal  Savings  & 
Loan  Association,  and  the  Bossier  Bank 
and  Trust  Company  where  he  is  also 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Dean 
English,  and  they  have  two  daughters. 
Rebecca  and  Nancy. 

Balcom.  a  Shreveport  native,  was 
educated  in  public  schools.  Centenary 
College  and  Louisiana  State  University. 

He  is  president  of  Bolinger  Lumber 
and  Supply  Co.,  Inc.,  and  is  an  executive 
with  Bolinger  &  Company. 

He  is  a  member  and  past  president  of 
the  Shreveport  Rotary  Club,  past 
president  of  the  Louisiana  State  Fair, 
vice  president  of  the  Shreveport  Country 
Club  and  secretary  of  Sigma  Alpha 
Epsilon. 

He  holds  membership  with  the 
Louisiana  Forestry  Association. 
National  Retail  Lumber  Dealers 
Association.  Louisiana  Building  Material 
Dealers  Association,  and  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  University  Club,  soon  to 
open  in  Shreveport. 

Balcom  is  married  to  the  former 
Barbara  Durham. 

They  are  members  of  St.  Mark’s 
Episcopal  Church. 


In  Memoriam 


William  Roy  Akin,  retired  Local 
Pastor,  died  on  June  18,  1979. 
Reverend  Akin  has  lived  in  Sibley, 
Louisiana  since  his  retirement  in 
1968. 
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Official  publication  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana  Conference 


Parents  and  interested  community 
persons  were  invited  to  special  session  on 
Wed.  June  6  at  6:00  p.m.  at  which  time 
the  board  of  directors  discussed  this 
decision.  Any  future  use  of  the  facility  is 
unknown  at  this  time. 


Helping  hands 


Young  people  giving  witness  by  means  of 
helping  hands.  This  phrase  describes  the  Appala¬ 
chia  Service  Project  which  each  summer  enlists 
teams  of  youth  and  adult  counselors.  Traveling 
at  their  own  expense,  they  visit  the  homes  of  low- 
income  families  to  make  vital  repairs.  Here, 
Lisa  Moyer  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  engages  a  little  girl 
in  measuring  tar-paper  sheets  to  be  nailed  to  the 


outside  walls  of  the  child’s  home  in  Clairfield. 
Tn.  World  Service  funds  enable  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  sponsor  the  10-year  project  of 
helping  others  make  their  homes  more  livable. 
Several  Louisiana  Conference  youths  will  be 
participating  in  this  project  this  summer. 


(PHOTO  BY  DONALD  B.  MOYEK) 


Around  the  Conference 


BATON  ROUGE  —  The  single’s  group 
known  as  “Crossroads”  at  first  UMC 
recently  had  a  graduation  in  the 
squaredance  group.  The  advanced 
squaredancers  will  be  graduating  in 
June  and  forming  a  club  called  “Cross 
trails  Singles.”  The  club  will  be  affiliated 
not  only  with  Crossroads,  but  with  the 
National  Organization  of  Single 
Squaredancers.  Crossroads  is  the  only 
group  in  Baton  Rouge  to  provide  square¬ 
dancing  for  singles. 


Mrs.  J.  R.  Strozier  of  our  Conference 
died  recently.  She  was  the  widow  of  Rev. 
J.  Strozier  and  the  mother  of  Rev.  David 
Strozier.  '  m 


CLINTON*  —  Consecration  services 
were  held  June  10  for  the  new  sanctuary 
of  the  Mount  Carmel  UMC.  Rev.  Kirby  A. 
Vining  led  the  ceremonies. 


Baton  Rouge  UMC  celebrated  its 
heritage  and  honored  its  pastor.  Rev. 
Robert  C.  Carter  and  his  wife  Mildren. 
They  have  served  the  church  for  10  years 
and  retired  June  3. 


JACKSON  —  Earlier  this  month  the 
UMW  sponsored  Mrs.  Betty  Blackburn, 
district  president  of  the  UMW  for  the 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  as  the 
speaker  for  the  worship  service. 


Easter  was  an  exciting  time  at 
Blackwater  UMC  with  17  new  members 
being  welcomed  into  the  fellowship  and  a 
children’s  processional  being  held.  Also, 
at  this  church,  graduates  were  recently 
honored  with  Bibles  given  by  the  United 
Methodist  Women. 


SHREVEPORT  —  Approximately  170 
students  from  the  United  States  and 
three  foreign  countries  received  diplo¬ 
mas  from  Centenary  College  in  May. 
Nineteen  students  received  masters 
degrees  in  education  and  in  business. 
Three  honorary  degrees  were  conferred. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Webb  hosted  a 
President’s  reception  for  graduates  and 
their  families  immediately  following  the 
ceremony  in  the  Dome. 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Actress  Henrietta 
Stemley  was  one  of  the  mistresses  of 
Ceremonies  at  a  musical  production  at 
Grace  UMC  recently. 


BELLE  CHASSE  -  Albert  Kettlewell 
was  the  guest  of  honor  at  a  reception 
recently.  His  80th  birthday  was 
celebrated. 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  -  Boyce 
UMC  recently  celebrated  a  homecoming 
The  church  was  established  in  1885.  Rev. 
Joe  McClain  was  the  speaker  for  the 


A  combination  Heritage  Sunday  and 
1979  Senior  Day  celebration  was  held 
May  20  at  the  Haynesville  UMC.  The 
UMW  were  hosts  at  an  early  breakfast 
for  11  graduating  seniors.  Bibles  were 
presented  to  them. 


The  Rev.  Willie  T.  Henderson  died  Dec. 
9,  1978,  in  the  Charity  Hospital  of 
Louisiana  at  New  Orleans.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  serving  the  Walmsley- 
Mason  Charge  at  Morgan  City  and 
Berwick. 


DeQUINCY  —  The  DeQuincy  UMC 
honored  its  graduating  seniors  recently 
with  a  banquet  for  them  and  their 
parents.  The  guest  speaker  was  the  Rev. 
Rodney  Taylor. 


On  May  25,  Kathy  Allene  Clark, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  A.  Clark  of 
Monroe,  received  her  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver,  Colo.  She  is  also  a  graduate  of 
Centenary  College.  After  graduation,  she 
will  be  a  hospital  chaplain  in  Houston, 
Texas. 


FRANKLINTON  —  In  April  the  women 
of  Winan  UMC  celebrated  their  Women’s 
Day  in  honor  of  the  International  Year  of 
the  Child.  A  highlight  of  the  program  was 
when  Betty  Walters,  a  member  of  the 
Young  Adults  Organization,  sang  a 
version  of  Jesus  Loves  the  Little 
Children’  as  she  passed  out  flowers  to  the 
children  in  the  congregation. 


IDA  —  Ida  UMC  celebrated  its  75th  anniversary  May  6  with 
special  services  followed  by  an  old-fashioned  dinner  on  the 
grounds.  Rev.  Paul  W.  Carter,  pastor,  conducted  the  service. 
Rev.  Conrad  P.  Edwards  of  New  Orleans  who  was  pastor  of 
the  church  from  1970  to  1974  was  the  speaker. 

More  than  250  members,  and  friends  were  in  attendance. 
Members  of  Houston  and  Gilliam  Methodist  churches  joined 
with  the  church  anniversary  celebration. 


NAPOLEONVILLE  -  The  young 
people  of  Wesley  UMC  honored  their 
mothers  Sunday.  May  13,  by  being  in 
charge  of  the  service. 


LAKE  CHARLES  -  At  Oak  Park  UMC 
on  Palm  Sunday  five  in  the  confirmation 
class  were  taken  into  the  membership  of 
the  church. 


four-day  revival  celebrating  the 
homecoming. 


OPELOUSAS  —  For  the  final  session  of 
the  Children’s  Activities  Program  at 
Memorial  UMC  the  children  were 
greeted  by  an  unusual  guest:  a  telephone 
repairman.  He  explained  his  tools,  his 
truck  and  his  equipment  to  the  children. 
The  highlight  of  his  visit  was  when  he 
climbed  a  pole  for  the  children. 


ZACHARY  —  A  Mission  Fair  at 
Zachary  UMC  brought  $400  to  be  equally 
distributed  to  Methodist  projects  in  the 
state.  Zachary  UMC  hopes  to  make  this 
an  annual  event. 


SLIDELL  —  Officers  and  members  of 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC  recently  honored 
two  retirees  from  active  ministry:  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Patrick  Perry 
They  served  at  the  church  for  three 
years. 


PINEVILLE  —  A  prayer  rally  was 
held  May  29  at  Pineville’s  First  UMC  for 
the  Central  Louisiana  Crusade  for  Christ. 
The  Crusade,  with  Dr.  Grady  Wilson  of 
the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association  as  evangelist,  is  set  for  Sept. 
23-30  in  the  Rapides  Parish  Coliseum. 


SHREVEPORT  —  In  May,  Gene  and 
Bobbie  Moore,  a  husband  and  wife 
evangelistic  musical  team  from  Waco, 
Texas,  were  at  North  Highlands  UMC  for 
“Four  Great  Days  of  Singing.” 


St.  FRANCISVILLE  -  On  May  6  St. 
Francisville  UMC  celebrated  the 
morning  worship  with  a  “Youth  Worship 
Service.” 


BATON  ROUGE  -  On  May  20  North 


NEW  ORLEANS  -  St.  Matthew  UMC 
celebrated  Women’s  Day  on  April  22  with 
the  theme  “The  Role  of  Christianity  in 
the  Church.”  Mrs.  Barbara  Humphrey 
from  the  Greater  Liberty  Baptist 
Church,  was  the  speaker. 


Our  Readers  Respond 

Support  resignation 


In  your  May  issue  of  TM/UMR  you 
reported  on  Lesbian  staff -person  fired. 
Your  article  stated  that  Ms.  Joan  Clark 
submitted  her  resignation  after 
announcing  that  she  was  homosexual 
The  Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  in  the  Dallas  area 
voted  not  to  accept  Ms.  Clark’s 
resignation.  We,  as  United  Methodist 
Women,  believe  this  action  was 
unprincipled  and  irresponsible  on  the 
part  of  that  Division.  We  want  to 
commend  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  of 
the  Dallas/Ft.  Worth  area  for  his  stand  in 
stating  that  he  would  be  unable  to 
reappoint  Ms.  Clark.  Also,  we  would  like 


to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  six 
officers  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  who 
requested  Ms.  Clark's  resignation  April 
22nd,  after  the  UMW  voted  not  to  accept 
her  resignation.  We  do  not  believe  that 
Ms.  Clark  can  continue  her  effective 
leadership  after  her  public  announce¬ 
ment. 


Sincerely. 

Esther  T.  Pittard 


United  Methodist  Women 
Lakeview  Methodist  Church 
Minden  LA 


Our  Master 


With  all  our  buttons,  bows  and  lace. 

Life’s  problems  and  obstacles  remain  a  race. 
For  our  sins  He  does  erase. 

Never  leaving  a  trace. 


He  never  gives  us  more  than  we  can  face,  . 

He  just  slows  our  pace. 

For  we  His  children  he  loves  to  embrace, 
Always  supplying  us  with  tranquility  and  grace. 


Mary  E.  Hutchinson 
UMC  Rosedale,  Louisiana 


July  Calendar 


1  •  LABORATORY/SEMINAR 

I  Date  — July  7-13 

!  Place  —  Sacramento  Methodist  Assembly 
Sacramento,  NM 

1  Audience  —  Local  church  workers.  District  workers,  and  annual  Conference 
workers  with  age  levels  Persons  interested  in  certification  as  teachers  of  , 
age  levels  and  persons  interested  in  improving  skills  in  teaching  age- 
levels. 

Purpose  —  Help  persons  in  planning/teaching  evaluation  in  actual  class-  i 
room  setting  and  experience.  Help  persons  working  toward  certification  as 


Year  of  the  Child 


The  International  Year  of  the  Child  was  celebrated  by  the  Denham  Springs 
First  United  Methodist  Church  with  a  service  conducted  by  children  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  George  Duerson,  is  shown  with  Peck  Jackson,  center,  who  was 
lay  leader,  and  Les  Parker,  right,  who  preached  a  sermon  he  wrote  himself. 
The  children’s  choirs  sang  for  the  service. 

In  a  time  when  America’s  attention  is  focused  on  human  rights,  the  1979 
United  Nations’  International  Year  of  the  Child  is  an  opportunity  to  examine 
needs  of  the  world’s  children.  IYC  is  concerned  with  children  in  all  countries, 
rich  and  poor,  to  take  practical  measures  to  benefit  children.  Even  in  the 
affluent  United  States,  children  are  often  neglected  —  physically  and 
emotionally.  President  Carter,  in  appointing  the  U.S.  Commission  on  IYC,  said 
10  million  U.S.  children  have  never  received  any  medical  care  and  half  the 
nation’s  children  have  never  seen  a  dentist. 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
among  church  and  secular  groups  which  will  have  special  program  emphasis 
on  children  during  1979  and  afterward. 

For  further  information  on  International  Year  of  the  Child  you  may  contact : 
IYC  Secretariat,  United  Nations,  New  York,  N  Y.  10017,  or  U.S.  Committee  for 
UNICEF,  331  E.  38th.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10016. 


Stewardship  packets  are  in 


Have  you  ever  wanted  to  see  just  one  of 
a  leaflet  before  having  to  order  100-500 
for  distribution  purposes?  Have  you  ever 
ordered  a  large  supply  of  leaflets  and 
found  out  when  they  arrived  that  they 
were  not  what  you  thought  they  would 
be? 


The  new  Stewardship  Catalogue  issued 
by  Cokesbury  solves  that  problem.  Low 
cost  ‘sampler  packets,’  containing  the 
basic  literature  in  each  of  the  component 
stewardship  fields,  can  be  ordered  for 
advance  review. 


According  to  Thomas  E.  Carpenter, 
senior  vice-president  for  Cokesbury,  the 
division  initiated  the  ‘sampler  packets' 
because,  “Leaflets  and  guidelines  should 
be  seen  and  evaluated  before  quantity 
orders  are  placed.” 


The  catalogue’s  theme  is  "Building  a 
Strong  Commitment  Program”  through 


eight  ‘building  blocks.’  Each  building 
block  is  one  of  the  component 
stewardship  fields.  A  good  stewardship 
program  is  founded  on  Stewardship 
Education  (Building  Block  #1)  through  a 
biblically  informed  membership,  is 
supported  by  Proportionate  Giving  and 
Tithing.  Funding,  Planned  Giving,  Time 
and  Ability,  Christians  Doing  Financial 
Planning,  and  Economics  and 
Management  ( Building  Blocks  2-7)  and  is 
committed  to  Living  a  Christian  life 
(Building  Block  =8). 

Stewardship  materials  are  available 
through  Cokesbury,  the  retail  sales 
division  of  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  headquartered  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  Cokesbury ’s  32 
stores  and  six  regional  service  centers 
are  located  in  20  states  and  distribute 
religious  and  general  book  and  church 
goods  nation-wide 
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Editorial 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


‘Bible  inerrancy,’  ‘pluralism’ 
and  our  task  of  ‘doing  theology’ 


The  successful  effort  by  a  group  of 
Southern  Baptists  to  elect  a  new 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  who  is  committed  to  the 
doctrine  of  “biblical  inerrancy”  is  likely 
to  embroil  that  denomination  in  the  same 
type  of  controversy  for  years  to  come 
that  other  Protestant  denominations 
have  faced  in  recent  decades.  Opposition 
presently  being  expressed  to  ‘'liberal” 
Baptist  seminary  professors  ana  church 
executives  is  old  hat  to  United 
Methodists  who  have  heard  similar 
complaints  for  years.  It  will  likely  follow 
in  years  to  come  that  Southern  Baptists 
wiU  either  suffer  a  split  in  their  ranks 
over  this  issue,  or  they  will  have  to 
affirm  some  type  of  doctrine  of 
“pluralism”  which  can  accommodate 
widely  divergent  views. 

We  believe  it  is  tragic,  but  perhaps 
unavoidable,  that  five  decades  after  the 
heyday  of  fundamentalism,  American 
Christians  are  still  fighting  among 
themselves  about  “biblical  infallibility” 
or  “biblical  inerrancy.” 

Despite  major  advances  in  biblical 
scholarship,  the  bptjle  lines  between 
“fundamentalists”  and  “literals”  today 
appear  to  be  more  extreme  than  at  any 
previous  time  in  our  history.  At  one 
extreme,  a  sizable  group  of  Christians  in 
every  denomination  clings  tenaciously 
and  absolutely  to  the  principle  of 
“biblical  inerrancy.”  At  the  other 
extreme,  a  sizable  group  of  Christians  in 
most  denominations  appears  largely  to 
have  written  the  Bible  off  as  a  relic  of  the 
past  to  be  affirmed  only  when  it  is 
convenient.  Most  members  of  most 
churches  probably  locate  themselves 
somewhere  between  these  extremes,  and 
many  find  themselves  baffled  by  the 
ongoing  controversy. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  officially 
lists  the  Bible  as  its  “primary  norm”  for 
“doing  theology”  —  with  Christian 
tradition,  reason  and  experience  listed  as 
additional  norms  to  be  considered  in 
tandem  with  Scripture.  Our  experience 
among  United  Methodists,  however, 
suggests  that  many  —  if  not  most  —  do 
not  possess  sufficient  biblical  knowledge 
to  engage  in  such  a  sophisticated  process 
of  “doing  theology”  in  a  personally 
satisfying  way. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Hence,  ''the  doctrine  of  “biblical 
inerrancy”  has  immense  appeal.  It  is 
simple  —  at  least  on  the  surface  — 
absolute,  and  immediately  applicable.  It 
does  not  require  serious  study  of 
Christian  thought  from  past  ages,  or  the 
critical  application  of  reason  to 
“problems”  posed  by  biblical  texts. 

Fundamentalism  and  “biblical 
inerrancy,”  however,  cannot  stand  up  to 
the  test  of  human  experience  in  the 
twentieth  century.  The  discoveries  and 
conclusions  of  serious  and  committed 
biblical  scholars  may  be  ignored,  but 
they  will  not  go  away.  Despite 
protestations  of  fundamentalist 
Christians  to  the  contrary,  no  person 
today  lives  by  every  jot  and  tittle  of  the 
Bible.  Even  those  who  affirm  “biblical 
inerrancy”  —  and  claim  to  follow  the 
Bible  literally  and  “without 
interpretation”  —  are  selective  and 
interpretive  in  their  use  of  Scripture. 

We  believe  the  Bible  needs  to  be  taken 
more  seriously  by  most  Christians  today 
than  appears  to  be  the  case.  Despite  all 
the  findings  of  “fallibility”  within  its 
pages  by  biblical  scholars  and  ordinary 
Christian  believers,  the  Bible  has  proven 
to  be  a  more  trustworthy  guide  for  truth 
and  faith  and  life  than  any  other  book  — 
including  all  the  current  “best  sellers” 
combined.  It  needs  to  be  studied  as  it  is 
written.  Its  message  needs  to  be 
interpreted  and  understood  and 
internalized,  in  light  of  biblical 
scholarship  and  the  past  and  present 
experience  of  other  Christians.  And  its 
message  needs  to  be  applied  individually 
and,  through  the  church,  in  society. 

We  believe  our  church’s  leaders  need 
to  recognize  and  deal  with  the  fact  that 
different  understandings  of  the  Bible 
underlie  most  of  the  conflicts  and 
controversies  within  our  church  today. 
Such  differences  can  never  be  eliminated 
completely  so  long  as  we  affirm  the 
principle  of  “theological  pluralism.” 
While  necessarily  continuing  to  affirm 
that  principle,  however,  we  believe  that 
much  more  emphasis  needs  to  be  placed, 
and  much  more  guidance  needs  to  be 
provided,  by  our  church’s  leadership  on 
how  United  Methodists  are  to  “do 
theology”  responsibly  and  faithfully  in 
relation  to  Scripture,  Christian  tradition, 
reason  and  experience. 


TM/UMR 

wants  young  writers 


Summer  vacation  provides  most 
young  people  with  time  to  develop 
new  talents  and  avenues  of 
expression. 

TM/UMR  is  offering  an 
opportunity  to  our  young  readers,  18 
years  and  younger,  to  try  their  hand 
this  summer  at  developing  news 
stories,  features,  inspirational  and 
opinion  articles,  poems  and  photo 
essays  for  publication  on  our  general 
news  pages  during  die  next  two 
months. 

The  best  submissions  will  appear 
in  print  and  their  writers  will 
receive  $5  for  each  published  item. 

Writers  are  encouraged  to  develop 
articles  on  a  broad  range  of  topics. 
For  starters,  stories  might  be 
developed  on  effective  church  youth 
activities,  workcamps,  service 
projects  or  Bible  study  programs. 
Or  perhaps  a  feature  article  could  be 
written  about  an  outstanding 
Christian  youth  or  youth  leader. 
Opinions  about  the  future  of  youth  in 
the  church  are  waiting  to  be  put  into 


words.  Individual  expressions  of 
faith  —  in  a  poem,  short  essay,  song, 
illustration,  cartoon  or  photo  are 
additional  possibilities. 

Articles  should  be  brief  and  to  the 
point,  and  should  reflect  an 
awareness  that  they  are  being 
written  for  a  nationwide,  United 
Methodist  reading  audience. 
Articles  will  be  selected  for 
publication  on  the  basis  of  their 
uniqueness,  readability,  relevance, 
and  length  in  relation  to  available 
space. 

Articles  should  be  typed,  if 
possible,  and  double  spaced.  Neat, 
handwritten  entries  are  acceptable. 
Pictures  or  illustrations  to 
accompany  written  stories  are 
encouraged. 

Mail  submissions  anytime 
between  now  and  August  21  to: 
Young  Writers,  The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222.  Entries  will  not  be 
returned  unless  you  enclose  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope. 


Here  I  Stand 

Teen  alcoholism 
serious  problem 


JUNE  29.  1979 


By  BOB  NETHERLAND 

Recently  the  news  media  have  flooded 
the  public  with  startling  statistics  and 
individualized  events  of  teenage 
alcoholism.  The  news  states  there  are  3.3 
million  teenagers  between  14  and  17  who 
are  alcoholics  —  problem  drinkers. 

All  the  commotion  about  teenage 
drinking,  which  is  15  years  too  late  in 
happening,  is  typical  of  the  adult  attitude 
toward  problem  solution.  The  governing 
agencies  are  expected  to  pass  legislation 
to  resolve  a  problem  that  laws  had 
nothing  to  do  whatsoever  in  creating  or 
allowing  to  happen. 

A  fact  which  is  not  sia-ted  because  of 
the  reluctance  to  admit  to  it  or  the 
embarrassment  which  must  be  faced  is 
that  the  majority  of  teenage  problem 
drinkers  come  from  middle  class  —  and 
higher  —  homes,  the  supposed  homes  of 
comfortable  living.  Within  those  homes 
are  usually  two  working  parents.  The 
costs  of  having  comfortable  homes  has 
escalated  since  the  end  of  the  World  War 
II  era  to  an  almost  unattainable  high. 
The  entrapping  social  belonging,  which 


My  witness 


A  tribute  to  special  pastors 


By  MARGARET  DABNEY  WALKER 

Fifty-two  years  is  a  long  time  to 
remember  a  man  and  his  sermons.  “You 
pay  your  money  and  you  take  your 
choice.”  How  many  times  in  the  years 
since  I  heard  these  words  they  have 
made  me  stop  and  think. 

“And  then  I  knew  what  love  was.” 
Words  I  have  thought  of  often  and 
remembered  a  young  minister,  Donald 
Harvey  Tippett. 

Our  town  was  small  as  was  the  church 
and  the  college  there.  The  Tippetts  were 
only  there  a  few  years  and  then  went  on 
to  greater  things.  However,  I  have  never 
forgotten  the  slotted  box  in  the  local  post 
office  where  we  could  drop  our  questions 
and  comments  during  the  week.  On 
Sunday  there  was  standing  room  only  to 
hear  Rev.  Tippett  preach. 


It  was  a  real  pleasure  for  me  to  hear 
him  igain  recently  when  he  spoke  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Mill  Valley. 
He  was  just  as  erudite,  just  as  dynamic 
and  just  as  inspiring  as  I  remembered 
him. 

Another  minister  that  I  would  like  to 
pay  tribute  to  is  the  Rev.  Clarence 
Wagner.  It  was  about  40  years  ago  that  I 
was  a  member  of  his  church  in  Delano, 
California.  It  was  during  the  period  of  the 
“Grapes  of  Wrath”  and  he  was  subject  to 
much  public  criticism  because  of  his 
stand  on  the  crises  between  the  workers 
and  the  Associated  Farmers.  Soon  after 
that  he  left  Delano. 

Rev.  Wagner  taught  a  Sunday  School 
class  which  was  a  weekly  inspiration  to 
me.  We  had  a  group  of  women  who 
cooked  and  served  an  evening  dinner  one 


day  a  weiek,  and  I  recall  that  when  we 
arrived  oh  a  cold  day  he  had  preceded  us 
and  a  warm  fire  was  started.  He  seemed 
to  be  such  a  good  husband  and  father, 
soft-spoken  and  gentle  in  his  relationship 
with  people  that  I  have  always  thought  of 
him  as  Christlike. 

My  church-going  days  eqded  not  many 
years  after  that.  This  is  my  way  of  saying 
thank  you  to  two  people  who  influenced 
my  thinking  greatly.  May  they  each 
receive  an  extra  st$r  in  their  crown. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Margaret 
Dabney  Walker,  lives  in  Larkspur, 
California. 


Capital  punishment  defended  in  Bible 9  readers  say 


To  the  Editor: 

In  your  editorial  concerning  the  death 
penalty,  you  refer  to  your  reasons  for 
opposing  it  as  theological  and  pragmatic. 
This  is  one  of  those  cases,  I  believe, 
where  being  pragmatic  is  not  practical. 
This#  is  so  primarily  because  there  is  no 
sympathy  expressed  for  the  victims  or 
their  families.  There  is  no  pity  expressed 
for  lives  snuffed  out  by  wanton  and 
merciless  killers.  Spinkelink  used  a  gun 
and  a  hatchet  to  dispose  of  his  victim. 
Where  was  the  mercy  in  that? 

Your  opinion  may  be  theological,  but  it 
certainly  is  not  biblical.  Away  back  in 
Genesis  9:5,  6  we  have  the  command  of 
God,  not  limited  to  permission  but  a 
specific  command:  .  .  whoso  sheddeth 
man’s  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be 
shed:  for  in  the  image  of  God  made  He 
man.” 

Then  we  have  the  command  listed  in 
the  Ten  Commandments  —  thou  shalt  not 
kill.  This  command  was  given  to  the 
individual.  The  government  was  to 
enforce  it  by  taking  the  lives  of 
murderers.  The  exception  was  a  person 
who  killed  another  by  accident,  and  then 
he  was  allowed  to  flee  to  one  of  the  cities 
of  refuge  for  safety. 

Some  people  say  we  are  not  under  law, 
but  under  grace  However,  when  a 
person  kills  anothti ,  e  is  a  murderer 
and  has  broken  the  law.  Consequently, 
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we  have  the  admonition  that  the  law  was 
not  made  for  the  godly  or  righteous  man 
but  for  the  “.  .  .  lawless  and  disobedient, 
murderers  and  manslayers,  etc.”  (I 
Timothy  1:9-10).  It  always  amazes  me  to 
hear  people  say  that  killing  is  immoral, 
but  they  never  say  much  .  about 
immorality  such’  as  adultery  and  * 
stealing.  I  guess  it  depends  upon  whose 
foot  is  getting  pinched. 

Had  the  United  States  kept  on 
observing  the  laws  of  God,  we  would  not 
have  as  much  trouble  today.  The  U.  S. 
dollar  was  never  in  trouble  until  prayer 
was  banned  in  the  schools.  As  for 
theology  in  general,  take  note  of 
Jeremiah  6: 10. 

I  noticed  that  in  another  space  you 
have  referred  to  a  certain  individual  as  a 
theologian  and  an  expert  in  criminal 
justice.  I  wonder  if  these  criminal 
experts  could  be  responsible  for  the  legal 
mess  this  country  is  in.  I  wish  someone 
would  enlighten  me.  AUenAHa„ 

Nokomis,  Florida 

Give  alternative 

To  the  Editor: 

How  about  suggesting  one  “creative 
alternative”  to  the  death  penalty 
(TM/UMR,  June  8)! 

Do  you  consider  life  imprisonment 
moral,  civilized,  humane? 

The  preponderance  of  evidence  does 
indicate  that  fear  of  punishment  alone  is 
a  poor  crime  deterrent  —  quick  appre¬ 
hension,  speedy  trial  and  punishment  of 
guilty  are  far  more  effective. 

Joseph  M.  Latimer 
Dallas,  Texas 
Consider  victims 
To  the  Editor: 

According  to  the  logic  of  the  editor,  on 
the  subject  of  capital  punishment,  we 
need  not  consider  the  ordeal  of  the 
killer’s  innocent  victims  (TM/UMR, 
June  8).  Like  the  six  youths  who  were 
herded  into  a  Oklahoma  City  steakhouse 
and  coolly  executed? 

Will  the  editor  please  explain  why  it 
has  become  increasingly  customary  for 
robbers  of  isolated  stores  and  filling 
stations  to  pistol  their  victims, 
sometimes  while  they  are  lying  upon  the 
floor?  Don’t  try  to  sell  me  that  line  that 
capita]  punishment  “deters  no  one.”  The 
citizen  needs  not  be  an  expert  to  see  the 
truth  that  there  has  been  a  rapid  rise  of 
homocides  in  America  while  the  death 
penalty  was  virtually  outlawed.  The 
evidence  of  the  truth  is  in  every  daily 
newspaper. 

The  citizen  can’t  buy  the  argument 
that  justice  has  been  known  to  miscarry, 
as  to  applying  the  death  penalty.  In  the 
USA,  the  chance  of  a  man  going  to  the 
execution  chamber  on  a  bum  rap  is  just 
about  as  remote  as  being  hit  by  a  falling 
meteor.  Appeal  is  automatic;  reviews 
are  endless. 

The  weepers  for  the  killers  have 
caused  our  society  to  live  in  a  deep 
shadow  of  personal  danger  from  the 
berserks  and  mass  murderers. 

The  last  Gallup  Poll  shows  74  percent 
of  the  people  are  in  favor  of  the  death 
penalty  for  murder  and  this  sentiment 
did  not  limit  itself  to  only  the  most 
heinous  crimes. 

If  it  is  legitimate  for  a  killer  and  his 
friends  to  leave  no  legal  stone  unturned 
in  the  struggle  to  preserve  his  life,  it  is 
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equally  legitimate  for  “innocent”  people 
to  demand  responses  in  the  courts  that 
will  minimize  the  danger  to  their  own 
lives. 

M.  E.  Dale 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

‘Shame  on  you’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  your  editorial  in  the 
June  8  issue  of  TM/UMR  concerning  the 
death  penalty.  If  there  was  ever  any 
doubt  as  to  your  liberal  views,  they  are 
all  removed  now.  The  criminals  all  take 
heart  when  someone  defies  God  and  the 
Bible  and  states  openly  that  they  can 
continue  to  defy  God’s  law  and  that  some 
people  who  call  themselves  Christian  will 
try  to  see  to  it  that  swift  and  severe 
punishment  will  not  be  given.  Shame  on 
you. 

The  death  penalty  is  not  “a  way  of 
dealing  with  frustration”  but  an  act  of 
obedience  to  God.  You  state,  “There  is  no 
evidence  that  capital  punishment  deters 
crime.”  Would  you  believe  the  Bible  if  it 
so  states?  In  dealing  with  capital 
punishment  and  as  a  result  of  man  being 
put  to  death,  read  Deuteronomy  13: 11*. 
“And  all  Israel  shall  hear  and  fear  and 
shall  do  no  more  any  such  wickedness  as 
this  is  among  you.”  On  the  same  subject, 
how  about  Deuteronomy  17:13,  “And  all 
the  people  shall  hear  and  fear  and  do  no 
more  presumptuously.”  I  can  cite  others 
but  if  you  will  not  believe  these,  you  will 
not  believe  others. 

But  just  suppose  it  does  not  deter 
crime?  The  real  reason  lies  in  the  word 
“punishment.”  We  will  do  well  to  believe 
God’s  Word  rather  than  the  do-gooders 
who  hate  God’s  law.  If  capital 
punishment  is  not  deterring  crime,  the 
fault  still  lies  with  us  —  not  God's  Word, 
“Because  sentence  against  an  evil  work 
is  not  executed  speedily,  therefore  the 
heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  fully  set  in 
them  to  do  evil.”  (Ecclesiastes  8: 11). 

Pardon  me  for  being  a  little  harsh  on 
you,  but  I  strongly  suspect  you  would 
rather  rear  your  children  according  to 
Dr.  Spock  than  to  train  them  up  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 

C.  D.  Fant  Jr. 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

Position  deplored 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  May  25  issue  you  report  the  Rev. 
C.  Leon  Smith’s  personal  beliefs  about 
homosexuality:  “One’s  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  is  not  one  of  morality.  One's 
sexuality  is  something  one  discovers  but 


does  not  choose.”  The  article  continues 
with  the  comment  that  Rev.  Smith 
believes  that  morality  involves  what  is 
done  with  that  sexuality. 

From  the  comments  included  in  the 
article  one  is  forced  to  conclude  that  Mr. 
Smith,  the  Director  of  Family  Ministries 
for  our  denomination,  approves  the 
practice  of  homosexuality.  I  find  it 
deplorable  that  the  person  appointed  to  a 
responsible  and  influential  position  in  our 
denomination  takes  a  position  on  this 
issue  that  is  in  conflict  with  the  position 
of  our  church.  What’s  more,  he  is  the 
person  responsible  for  directing 
development  of  sex  education  materials 
for  our  church.  A  perusal  of  the  official 
sex  education  materials  now  available 
from  our  church  very  soon  conveys  this 
same  position.  Homosexuality  is 
presented  as  an  alternate  lifestyle  to  be 
understood  and  appreciated  as  an 
acceptable  lifestyle. 

If  this  is  not  Mr.  Smith’s  position,  some 
clarification  is  called  for.  If  it  is  his 
position,  some  changes  are  called  for  in 
our  Board  of  Discipleship. 

A1  Maetche 

Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota 

Articles  ironic 

To  the  Editor: 

I  found  the  May  18  issue  of  TM/UMR 
quite  interesting  when  comparing  page 
two’s  editorial  supporting  handgun 
control  legislation  and  page  three’s 
article  glorifying  a  pastor  who  writes 
murder  mysteries.  Selfish,  careless  or 
violent  attitudes  are  far  more  respon¬ 
sible  for  deaths  than  handguns,  rifles  and 
shotguns  combined! 

The  attitudes  of  gun  users  who  kill 
people  are  at  the  genesis  of  these 
murders  and  not  the  inanimate  tool  that 
the  killers  choose  to  use.  Certainly  we 
cannot  “control”  attitudes  but  at  least 
we  can  positively  influence  our  culture’s 
attitudes  by  avoiding  any  glorification  of 
violence,  selfishness  or  killing. 

Your  editorial  urges  handgun  control 
to  curb  deaths  but  another  article 
glorifies  one  who  makes  money  creating 
stories  about  killing.  Many  people  in  our 
society  and  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  questioned  the  effect  of  television 
and  film  violence  upon  our  culture,  and 
now  one  of  our  own  publications 
encourages  this  fictional  violence. 

Careless  and  deliberate  killers  may 
face  the  Lord’s  judgment,  but  inanimate 
objects  cannot  tell  right  from  wrong. 

Dale  Lewis  Miller 

Frackville.  Pennsylvania 


Socialism  wrong  way 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  concerned  and  shocked 
over  the  latest  UM  China  study  literature 
used  in  UMW  and  mission  studies.  It  is 
pro-Mao  and  non-Christ-centered  in  .’its. 
entire  approach.  1  -  '  *• 

The  article  on  the  future  of  the  church 
in  new  China  motivated  me  to  write  to 
you  (TM/UMR,  June  1).  Comparing 
Christianity  with  “Marx-Lenin-Mao- 
ism,”  implying  the  two  are  synonymous, 
is  absurd.  Jesus  died  for  billions.  Mao 
executed  millions  for  his  cause.  Both 
may  proclaim  equality  and  justice  — 
Mao  with  mere  words  but  Jesus  in 
practice.  The  whole  basis  of  Christianity 
is  the  son  of  God  dying  on  a  cross  for  our 
sin,  rising  again  —  symbolizing  the 
power  we  too  can  have  as  Christians. 
Mao  never  died  on  a  cross.  (Contrasting 
the  two  makes  more  sense. ) 

Socialism  might  look  good  on  paper  but 
it  is  idealist  thought  and  oppresses  more 
people  than  it  helps.  Jesus’  ministry  and 
commissions  could  be  considered  idealist 
until  applied  and  thereby  proven  to  be 
very  realistic.  In  socialism’s  desire  for 
equality  and  justice,  they  resort  to 
oppression,  cruelty,  draining  men  of 
initiative  to  work  toward  a  better  life, 
refusing  to  acknowledge  God,  etc. 
Everything  is  done  for  the  state,  not  for 
the  individual.  With  Jesus  we  can  keep 
our  individualism  and  still  help  others. 

It  greatly  disturbs  me  the  passive 
attitude  persons  in  our  church  are  taking 
toward  China.  There  are  many  avenues 
and  approaches  for  bringing  Jesus  into 
their  hearts  —  we  will  discover  these 
ways  if  we  only  knock  our  heads 
together! 

Shana  M.  Stadler 

Burlington,  North  Carolina 


Bob  Netherland 
is  the  natural  accompaniment  to 
affluence,  has  deprived  homes  from 
having  families  therein. 

How  could  families  exist  when  the 
parents  are  absent  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  the  children  are  at  home? 
Demands  of  employment  and  social 
participation  have  robbed  children  of 
constructive  parental  influence.  The 
busy  parents,  in  order  to  offset  the 
boredom  their  children  express,  allow 
the  children  to  go  places,  to  be  involved 
in  activities,  give  them  material 
possessions  that  because  of  their  lack  of 
maturity,  they  are  unable  to  participate 
in  constructively  or  put  ,to  the  propen 
usage. 

We  are  faced  with  at  least  two 
generations  of  permissively  raised  and 
ignored  children.  The  alcoholic  problem 
that  exists  in  the  20-30  age  group  is 
evidenced  by  the  social  injustice  causes 
that  the  people  of  that  age  group  are  the 
forerunners  of.  The  incidence  of  drug  and 
alcohol  use  in  every  group  gathering  of 
that  age  group  is  the  evidence  of  the  first 
of  the  two  generations.  The  publicized 
teenage  drinking  problem  is  the  evidence 
of  the  other. 

They  use  supposed  causes  to  be  heard. 
Should  we  expect  anything  different  to  be 
taking  place  when  they  were  never  really 
heard  at  home?  The  place  where 
attitudes  of  living  are  to  be  emotionally 
heartfully  developed  and  nurtured.  We 
planted  the  crop;  now  we  must  reap  the 
harvest!  Laws  and  statutes  will  not  cure 
a  lack  of  emotional  relationships.  Those 
who  caused  must  cure ! 

How  can  I  be  so  sure  of  what  I  have 
stated?  How  can  I  see  such  troubled 
persons  with  compassion?  The  answer  is 
simple,  the  price  paid  was  devastating!  I 
was  one  of  them!  Twenty-two  years  of 
destructive  alcoholic  drinking.  Listen 
very  close  ...  it  began  when  I  was  a 
teenager! 

Many  pages  and  many  issues  could  be 
filled  with  my  own  testimony  of 
emotional  and  relationship  horrors,  but 
that  is  not  the  intent  of  this  article.  I  was 
and  am  very  fortunate.  For  some  reason 
I  stayed  as  closely  related  to  the  church 
as  my  alcoholic  actions  and  thinking 
would  allow  me.  Shortly  after  turning  38 
years  of  age,  God  spoke  to  me  in  a  place  I 
had  no  business  being,  doing  something  I 
had  no  business  doing.  And  because  of 
that  personal  experience  with  God,  I 
haven’t  had  a  drink  in  over  eight  years. 
Remember  it  began  when  I  was  a 
teenager! 

After  going  through  the  experiences  of 
learning  how  to  live  sober  —  a  part  of 
which  was  a  reconciling  experience  with 
God  —  I  made  my  commitment  to  be  a 
minister  in  United  Methodism.  At  the 
date  of  this  writing  I- have  completed  11 
months  in  the  ministry.  A  friend  of  mine, 
also  a  recovering  alcoholic,  when  he 
became  aware  of  my  commitment  to  the 
ministry,  said  to  me,  “Bob,  if  you  can 
accomplish  anything  at  all,  please, 
please  teach  the  children  to  pray.” 

That  statement  caused  me  to  think  of 
my  own  time  in  Sunday  School  and  my 
exposure  to  prayer.  No  one  taught  me 
how  to  pray  about  my  emotional  needs 
and  welfare.  Therefore,  I  went  through  i 
my  formative  years  without  the  tools  of 
God’s  dependency. 

Persons  in  the  church  —  pastors  and , 
laypersons  alike  —  are  rarely  afforded  t 
the  opportunity  to  minister  within  the 
confines  of  a  troubled  home.  That  leaves  I 
concerned  persons  with  only  one  avenue 
of  outreach:  shelters  which  provide 
confidential  understanding  and  emotion¬ 
ally  rehabilitating  ministry.  Jesus 
ministered  to  persons  at  their  level  of 
need.  If  we  are  to  be  effective  disciples  in 
combatting  the  alcoholic  problem,  we  too 
must  minister  at  the  level  of  need  of 
alcohol-affected  persons. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  United  Methodism 
has  the  strongest  outreach  of  Christian 
witness  known  to  man.  Let  us  put  it  to  use 
in  this  ever  increasing  problem  area. 
From  the  ranks  of  those  alcohol- 
problemed  young  people  will  come  the 
future  leaders  of  government  and 
industry  .  .  .  and,  oh  yes,  let  us  not  forget 
.  .  .  ministers  for  God  through  Jesus 
Christ. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Bob 
Netherland,  is  pastor  of  Asbury  UMC  in 
Midland,  Texas. 


Any  freshpersons 
around? 


Support  those  persons  going  — what 

from  your  congregation  to  the  biblical 
college  campus  this  fall  by  giving  —how 
them  a  copy  of  Orien¬ 
tation  1979  This 
year's  stunning  is¬ 
sue.  24  pages  rich 
with  contemporary 
photos,  includes  ar¬ 
ticles  on: 

—how  to  adjust  to 

campus  life 


freedom  means  in  the 
sense 

to  obtain  loans  and 
scholarships  plus 
Doonesbury  and 
Woody  Allen  humor 
plus  a  full-color  pull¬ 
out  art  poster 

And  much  more. 


Order  Orientation  by  enclosing  a  check  or  money  order  for  the 
desired  amount  (rates  include  postage)  $1.25  per  copy;  $1  each 
for  6-25  copies.  75c  each  for  26-100  copies;  65c  each  for  101  or 
more  copies  Order  from  Campus  Ministry.  Box  87 1 ,  Nashville,  TN 
37202.  For  further  information  call  the  Higher  Education  Hot  Line 
800-251-2594  (toll  free) 
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MISSIONAL  PRIORITIES 

ETHNIC  MINORITY  LOCAL  CHURCH  -  EVANGELISM  -  WORLD  HUNGER 

: 

Many  persons  concerned  about  evangelism  attend  one  of  the  National  Schools  of 
Evangelism  held  recently.  The  seven  National  Schools,  with  an  enrollment  of  1,258, 
have  been  held  across  the  country  and  are  one  of  the  key  aspects  of  the 
Evangelism  Missional  Priority.  They  were  designed  to  train  and  certify  pastors 
and  laypersons  as  consultant/trainers  in  evangelisra/church  growth  ministries. 
Evangelism  leaders  say  the  schools  provide  a  trained  nucleus  in  every  annual 
conference  to  give  direction  to  the  priority  in  local  churches.  The  schools  were 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

JACK  BUTTIMER  PHOTO 

Hunger  -  ’Each  One  Teach  One’  In  The  Philippines 


“Each  one  teach  one.”  That  phrase 
associated  with  noted  missionary  and 
literacy  pioneer  Frank  Laubach  is  taking 
on  new  meaning  in  the  Philippines. 
United  Methodists  there  are  adapting  the 
‘‘each  one  teach  one”  model  to  the  fight 
against  hunger,  and  United  Methodists  in 
the  U.S.  are  helping  through  their  gifts  to 
the  Missional  Priority  on  World  Hunger. 

Much  is  made  of  grass-roots 
participation,  and  the  Farmer  Scholar 
program  takes  agricultural  training 
right  to  the  proverbial  grass  roots,  to  the 
farmer  in  the  Philippine  village. 

Farmers  attend  village  seminars  and 
field  training  where  technical  know-how 
is  presented  in  simple  terms  easily 
understood  by  the  average  farmer.  The 
training  has  centered  on  rice,  including 
the  raising  of  heavy-yielding  varieties. 
Rice  is  the  staple  in  the  Philippine  diet, 
and  the  country  became  self-sufficient  in 
rice  in  1978.  Rice  was  not  the  only  focus 
for  training,  however.  Animal  husbandry 
had  its  day  in  second  round  courses. 

More  is  communicated  than 
technology  and  agricultural  techniques, 
important  and  basic  as  these  are. 
Reports  from  the  project  say  that 
trainers  have  infused  their  lectures  on 
rice  production  with  spiritual  values. 

The  “teach  one”  part  comes  when 
farmers  have  finished  their  training; 
Each  farmer/scholar  then  is  asked  to 
become  a  farmer/teacher  by  sharing  the 
new  knowledge  with  five  other  farmers. 

With  260  farmers  trained  in  a  recent 
year,  simple  mathematics  shows  that  the 


Farmer  Scholar  program  (if  every 
farmer  did  his/her  part)  reached  out  to 
touch  the  lives  of  at  least  1,300  other 
farmers. 

Not  least  significant  about  the 
program  is  its  beginning  out  of  the 
concern  of  United  Methodists  in  the 
Middle  Philippines  Annual  Conference  to 
help  hungry  people  and  respond  to  the 
1977-80  Missional  Priority  on  World 
Hunger. 

The  Farmer  Scholar  program  was 
developed  by  the  International  Institute 
of  Rural  Reconstruction  in  the 
Philippines  and  is  promoted  by  the 
church  -  related  to  the  National  Rural 
Life  Center. 

The  church  is  also  involved  through  the 
trainers  who  have  included  a  pastor  and 
a  layperson  among  agriculturists  and 
four  pastors  as  project  leaders. 

The  program  was  judged  to  be  of 
sufficient  promise  that  it  has  been  funded 
under  the  World  Hunger  Missional 
Priority  Advance  Special  for  all  four 
years  of  the  quadrennium.  This  is  true  of 
only  a  few  of  the  more  than  300  Advance 
projects  funded. 

Nothing  says  what  the  Farmer/Scholar 
program  is  about  better  than  its  slogan: 
“Learn,  Produce,  Teach.” 

The  Commission  on  Rural  Life  and 
Community  Development  of  the  Middle 
Philippines  Conference  said  of  the 
project:  “.  .  .  in  partnership  with  God 
...  we  bring  .  .  .  alleviation  to  his  hungry 
children  through  Jesus  Christ  who  said 
.  .  .  that  he  has  come  that  we  may  have 
life  and  have  it  more  abundantly.” 


The  Priorities  Are  Moving 


Accomplishments  have  been 
registered  in  United  Methodism’s  three 
Missional  Priorities  —  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  (EMLC),  Evangelism, 
World  Hunger  —  but  much  is  yet  to  be 
done,  and  United  Methodists  should  keep 
at  it  right  to  the  end  of  the  quadrennium 
in  December  1980. 

That,  in  capsule,  is  how  top  leaders  of 
each  priority  and  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  feel  as  they  look  at  the 
priorities  at  not  quite  the  three-quarter 
mark  in  the  1977-80  quadrennium. 

And  one  more  thing,  some  leaders  say : 
Dollars  continue  to  be  important,  but  the 
priorities  are  more  than  money  ;  they  are 
about  people. 

Each  of  the  Missional  Priorities 
“emerged  from  a  real  sense  of  need,” 
said  Dr.  R.  Jervis  Cooke,  president  of 
Wesley  College,  Dover,  Del.,  and 
chairperson  of  the  Unit  on  Priorities  and 
Quadrennial  Programs  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM).  In 
Evangelism,  he  said,  “We  have 
developed  a  fresh  understanding  of  the 
task  and  generated  some  strategies 
relevant  to  our  time.” 

In  World  Hunger,  Dr.  Cooke  said,  “We 
have  discovered  new  ways  to  channel 
compassion.  We  have  not  ended  the  need 
but  we  have  educated  many  persons  as  tn 
the  root  causes  of  hunger  and  challengeo 
them  to  try  new  lifestyles.”  In  the 
EMLC,  he  noted:  “Because  so  very  little 
had  been  done  before,  what  has  been 
accomplished  in  four  years  in  some 
places  seems  miraculous." 

Summing  up,  Dr.  Cooke  said,  “There 
is  reason  to  rejoice  in  what  has  been  done 
in  this  quadrennium.  We  have  until  the 
end  of  1980  to  achieve  many  of  our 
remaining  goals.” 

Looking  at  the  Evangelism  priority, 
Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis,  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Columbia  Area  chairperson 
of  the  Interagency  Coordinating  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Evangelism,  said  the  church  has 
gone  far  beyond  definition  of  evangelism, 
“though  we  have  not  been  reluctant  to 
deal  with  that.”  He  affirmed  that  there  is 
“evidence  of  a  new  commitment  to  and 
enthusiasm  for  our  evangelistic 
outreach,  not  only  in  the  U.S.  but  even 
more  markedly  across  the  world.  Every 
board  and  agency  has  given  major 


attention  to  evangelism  in  this 
quadrennium.” 

However,  the  bishop  noted,  “This 
priority  has  begun  to  move  us  toward 
more  effective  Christian  discipleship  — 
but  it  has  just  begun.  Evangelism  must 
be  our  agenda,  not  just  an  item  on  the 
agenda  for  the  years  ahead.” 

About  the  EMLC  priority.  Dr.  Melvin 
G.  Talbert,  general  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  chairperson  of 
the  Interagency  Coordinating  Committee 
on  the  EMLC,  listed  specific 
developments. 

•  A  greater  emphasis  is  being  placed  on 
recruitment  of  ethnic  minority  leaders 

•  A  greater  emphasis  has  been  placed  on 
ethnic  leadership  development  and 
training  among  the  laity. 

•  The  pastoral  leadership  of  the  vanous 
ethnic  minority  constituencies  has 
received  greater  help  with  in-service 
training  opportunities. 

•  New  ethnic  minority  congregations  are 
being  organized. 

•Church  facilities  of  ethnic-minority 
congregations  are  receiving  major 
attention.” 

Dr.  Talbert  said,  “These  developments 
are  reason  to  rejoice,  but  we  cannot 
afford  to  relax.  We  must  continue  in  our 
efforts  at  every  level  of  the  church’s 
life.  ’ 

Dr.  Sidney  Roberts,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Hurst,  Tex., 
who  is  chairperson  of  the  Coordinating 
Committee  on  Hunger,  commented  on 
the  World  Hunger  Priority.  He  said: 
“During  the  remaining  19  months  of  this 
quadrennium  there  will  be  discussions 
and  General  Conference  action  on  future 
program.  We  must  keep  the  momentum 
going  and  be  satisfied  with  no  less  than 
the  attainment  of  the  goals  we  set  for 
ourselves  in  1976.  Much  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  in  many  areas,  but  there  is  still 
so  much  to  be  done. 

Dr.  Roberts  asked  the  church  to  “get 
beyond  all  our  hang  ups  with  ‘handed 
down’  programs  and  all  the  insensitivity 
that  is  ours  because  we  have  never 
experienced  hunger,  and  face  the  real 
question,  ‘What  is  God’s  will  for  us  in  this 
matter?’” 

Leonard  Miller,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  GCOM  relating  to  the 
Continued  on  Page  3-T 


HANA  Brings  A  Different  Dimension 


A  key  element  of  the  Missional 
Priorities  is  the  new  HANA  program. 
HANA  stands  for  Hispanic,  Asian  and 
Native  American. 

Officially  related  to  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  priority,  HANA 
should  be  thought  of  as  related  also  to  the 
Evangelism  priority,  says  Dr.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  general  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
where  HANA  is  lodged. 

HANA  provides  scholarships  to 
persons  who  are  expected  to  be  future 
leaders  of  the  ethnic  communities 


concerned.  To  date  about  200  persons 
have  received  scholarships,  chosen  in 
a  careful  process  using  HANA  criteria. 

But  scholarships  do  not  tell  all  the 
HANA  story.  There  are  other  programs 
in  research,  education  and  leadership 
development  For  example,  grants  were 
made  recently  to  individuals  and 
institutions  in  such  areas  as  enabling 
HANA  teachers  to  study  for  degrees  and 
credentials.  Regional  HANA 
consultations  have  been  held  throughout 
the  nation,  focusing  on  such  areas  as 
college  admissions,  curriculum,  and 
student  life. 
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EMLC  Grant,  Combined  With  Local  And  Conference  Funds,  Bears  Fruit 


Bv  ANDERS  LUNT 

Rapid  population  growth  in  the  area 
surrounding  two  once  rural  United 
Methodist  churches  north  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  brought  a  fulltime  pastor  to  the 
Bamesville  Charge  for  the  first  time  in 
1375.  But  that  development,  creating 
many  new  possibilities  for  ministry,  also 
brought  a  problem. 

The  two-point  charge  did  not  have  an 
adequate  parsonage.  The  Rev.  Pearlena 
Woolridge  had  to  commute  from  her 
home  in  Baltimore,  more  than  50  miles 

away. 

While  the  charge  did  own  a  house 
adjacent  to  one  of  the  churches,  it  was  in 
deplorable  condition.  A  study  showed  it 
would  take  at  least  $35,000  to  make  the 
house  livable. 

Even  though  that  amount  was  far 
beyond  the  means  of  the  two  small 
churches,  the  pastor  today  lives  in  the 


community  in  which  she  serves.  A  unique 
partnership  of  local  church,  annual 
conference  and  general  church  made 
possible  the  renovation  of  the  Bamesville 
parsonage  as  part  of  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  (EMLC)  Missional 
Priority. 

When  leaders  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference  began  looking  at  ways  to 
implement  the  EMLC  Missional  Priority, 
they  discovered  that  previous  emphases 
had  accomplished  a  great  deal  in 
programming,  personnel  support  and 
leadership  development.  The  basic 
missing  ingredient  was  a  solution  to 
inadequate  or  decaying  buildings. 

Out  of  this  concern  grew  a  plan 
whereby  individuals  and  churches  could 
purchase  $10  “bricks”  to  upgrade  the 
facilities  of  ethnic  minority  churches.  An 
annual  goal  of  $50,000  was  set  and  two 
pilot  projects  were  selected. 

Chosen  along  with  the  Bamesville 
parsonage  renovation  was  the  Franklin 


P.  Nash  United  Methodist  Church  in 
northeast  Washington.  It  was  estimated 
that  $100,000  would  be  needed  to  provide 
proper  heating,  add  much-needed  church 
school  space,  upgrade  areas  used  for 
community  outreach  and  enhance  the 
appearance  of  the  Nash  Church  facility. 

Each  congregation  was  encouraged  to 
raise  a  third  of  the  total  cost  on  their  own. 
The  two  Black  projects,  Bamesville  and 
Nash,  were  adopted  by  the  conference, 
along  with  a  pledge  of  another  third  of 
the  cost  or  $50,000  At  the  same  time, 
application  was  made  for  a  one-time 
matching  grant  of  $50,000  from  EMLC 
Missional  Priority  funds  through  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  grant 
was  approved. 

Then  the  work  began.  During  the 
spring  of  1977,  MPPs  (Missional 
Priorities  Persons)  were  named  in  each 
of  10  districts.  A  training  session  and 
subsequent  contacts  with  a  conference 
task  force  assisted  the  MPPs  in 
distributing  materials.  In  addition  the 
team  of  MPPs  on  each  district  contacted 
the  pastor  and  council  on  ministries 
chairperson  of  every  local  church  in  the 
district.  It  was  suggested  that  each 
family  consider  a  goal  of  $20  by  the 
Missional  Priorities  Ingathering  Day  of 
September  25, 1977. 


When  all  the  totals  were  in,  nearly 
$80,000  had  been  given  on  that  one  day 
alone.  Giving  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year  brought  the  conference  much 
closer  to  its  annual  goal  of  $215,000. 
which  included  the  $50,000  for  “bricks” 
and  its  share  of  Advance  Specials  Tor 
World  Hunger  and  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church,  $165,000. 

Now  the  Bamesville  parsonage  is 
completed.  Work  on  the  Nash  Church 
building  is  well  underway.  Response  to 
those  two  projects  has  been  so  positive 
that  two  additional  projects  have  been 
chosen  for  a  1979  emphasis.  One  is 
renovation  of  Central-Summerfield 
Church  in  Baltimore;  the  other  is  repair 
of  the  parsonage  of  the  Buckeystown 
Charge  near  Frederick,  Md. 

In  each  of  these  cases,  members  of  the 
churches  involved  have  not  simply  been 
given  handouts  but.  have  done  a  great 
deal  of  work  themselves.  The  added 
support  from  annual  conference  and 
general  church  sources  has  enabled 
them  to  regain,  or  to  develop,  new 
strength  as  soul-winning,  fruit-bearing 
congregations. 

Mr.  Lunt  is  a  pastor  in  the  Baltimore 
Conference  and  editor  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference  Circuit  Rider. 


These  Pastors  Study  In  Something  Different — 
The  Seminary  That  Comes  To  Them 


By  WANDA  HAYES  EICHLER 
On  a  late  afternoon  in  May  at  the 
Chippewa  Indian  Reservation  near  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich.,  the  grass  is  greening 
and  a  brisk  breeze  blows  through  the 
grounds.  Inside  the  worship  building,  a 
class  for  Indian  pastors  is  meeting. 

Three  times  a  year  —  in  fall,  spring 
and  in  June  —  the  Native  American 
pastor-students  meet  for  seminary  train¬ 
ing.  Through  the  Indian  Pastors’  School, 
these  committed  Christians  are  breathing 
fresh  life  into  the  work  of  their  churches, 
11  scattered  Indian  missions  in  upper  and 
lower  Michigan. 

Seminary  training  was  almost  an 
impossibility  for  Indian  pastors  before 
the  school  began  three  years  ago. 
Salaries  at  the  churches  are  minimal  and 
their  pastors  must  hold  down  full-time 
jobs  elsewhere.  These  job  commitments, 
coupled  with  family  responsibilities  and 
other  factors,  have  kept  Indian  pastors 
from  further  theological  training. 


The  Rev.  Lewis  White  Eagle  Church, 
the  only  ordained  Native  American 
pastor  in  Michigan,  is  one  of  the  pushers 
of  the  program  and  served  as  the  first 
dean  of  the  school  in  1977.  Mr.  Church 
spends  much  time  ministering  not  only  to 
his  own  two  churches,  Bradley  and  Salem 
Indian  Missions,  but  also  travels  to 
other  Indian  missions  to  administer  the 
sacraments  and  perform  wedding 
ceremonies. 

“We  want  our  pastors  to  be  able  to 
serve  Communion,  baptize,  marry  and 
bury  Someone  like  me  is  not  always 
available,”  he  said. 

During  1975  and  1976,  West  Michigan 
Conference,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Continuing  Education  Department  of 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Evanston,  Ill.,  laid  plans  for 
an  on-the-job  type  of  seminary  training 
that  would  suit  the  needs  of  the  Native 
American  pastor.  The  classes  meet  three 
times  a  year  with  seminary  professors 
and  cabinet  members  who  teach  subjects 
such  as  Bible,  preaching,  Christian 
education  and  church  history  and 
doctrine. 

In  June  the  classes  meet  for  one  week 
at  the  Chippewa  Hill  United  Methodist 
Indian  Mission.  Intensive  study,  practice 
preaching,  lectures  and  exams  make  this 
June  week  a  highlight  of  the  school  year. 


Rio  Grande  Crusade  Goes  Over  The  Top 


The  Rev.  Marjorie  Matthews,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Grand  Traverse  Dis¬ 
trict,  has  been  instrumental  in  obtain¬ 
ing  funds  for  the  project  and  has  taught 
the  Bible  section.  Dr.  Douglas  Wingier, 
director  of  the  Continuing  Education 
Department  at  Garrett-ETS,  helped 
organize  the  school  and  taught  Chris¬ 
tian  education  classes  the  first  year. 
The  Rev.  Leon  Dayringer  of  the  West 
Michigan  Conference  staff  sees  the 
school  as  a  flexible  program  that  offers 
further  training  to  the  Native  American 
pastor  who  already  is  involved  in  the 
week-to-week  life  of  a  local  church. 


A  grant  from  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Missional  Priority  funds 
administered  by  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  has 
provided  half  support  for  the  school. 
Other  funds  have  come  from  the  West 
Michigan  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

Through  the  seminary  training  that 
comes  to  them  at  the  Indian  Pastors’ 
School,  the  students  are  becoming  more 
effective  in  ministry,  are  gaining  a 
greater  awareness  of  the  value  of  the 
connectional  system  and  are  receiving 
personal  enrichment  through  teaching. 

Ms.  Eichler  is  a  free  lance  writer  living 
in  Pigeon.  Mich. 


By  RAUL  QUINTANILLA 

In  1974  the  Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference  underwent  an  intensive  self 
study.  It  was  through  this  study  that  the 
conference  was  able  to  see  some  needs 
that  existed  within  its  boundaries. 

One  of  the  main  goals  set  because  of 
this  study  was  to  raise  $150,000  in  three 
years  —  $100,000  for  salaries  and  $50,000 
for  pensions  —  and  thus  help  the 
conference  to  become  self-supporting  in 
the  near  future. 

The  conference  then  approved  a 
financial  crusade  to  accomplish  the  goal. 
A  consultant,  the  Rev.  Fred  Strathdee, 
from  the  Office  of  Finance  and  Field 
Service,  National  Division,  worked  with 
the  conference.  Also  a  coordinator  from 
the  conference  was  appointed  in  1975.  A 
Missional  Priority  grant  for  the  crusade 
came  from  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  consultant  and  the  coordinator 
together  prepared  materials  that  would 
be  used  for  the  training  and 
interpretation  of  the  crusade.  Training 
was  done  throughout  the  conference  in 
cluster-type  settings  (by  sub-districts). 

The  congregations  were  asked  to 
solicit  pledges  toward  the  goal  during  the 
months  of  November  and  December 
1975.  The  time  frame  for  pledges  to  be 


paid  was  1976-1978.  All  104  Rio  Grande 
churches  responded  with  pledges  totaling 
more  than  $200,000. 

All  during  June  1977  the  coordinator 
continued  working  with  the  local 
churches  by  means  of  training  sessions 
on  programming  and  also  emphasizing 
the  need  to  become  self-supporting. 

By  December  1978  the  conference  had 
a  total  of  $168,000,  and  the  churches 
continued  supporting  the  program.  By 
February  1979  there  was  $182,000. 

Even  though  there  are  still  some 
churches  that  have  not  met  their  goals, 
all  indications  are  that  they  will  during 
this  current  year,  which  means  the 
conference  should  have  more  than 
$200,000  by  the  end  of  1979  —  well  above 
the  original  goal. 

Mr.  Quintanilla  is  pastor  of  Pollard 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  San 
Antonio,  Tex.,  and  coordinator  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference  crusade. 


Additional  copies  of  this  four-page 
supplement  are  available  as  follows: 
6  for  $1.50,  50  for  $5.00,  100  for  $8.00 
1,000  for  $65.00.  Order  from  United 
Methodist  Communications,  1200 
Davis,  Evanston,  Illinois  60201. 
Make  checks  payable  to  this  agency. 


Pastors  are  bard  at  work  at  Indian  Pastor  s  School  at  the  Chippewa  Hill  Indian  Mission.  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich. 
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Nurturing  Christians  In  The  Faith 


Ben  Hill  Church, 
Atlanta  A  Study 
In  Evangelism 

By  JEFF  BOWDEN 

In  1971,  Ben  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church  was  an  ali-white  congregation  in 
an  Atlanta  (Ga.1  suburb.  Then  the 
neighborhood  began  to  change,  and  by 
1975  there  were  fewer  than  400 
members.  85  percent  of  whom  were 
black 

Today  Ben  Hill  Church  has  more  than 
1,500  members,  has  tripled  its  attendance 
at  Sunday  services  and  is  receiving  new 
members,  black  and  white,  at  a  rapid 
rate  —  more  than  100  in  the  first  three 
months  of  1979. 

What  has  happened  to  this  church? 

In  1975  the  Rev.  Cornelius  L. 
Henderson,  evangelism  staff  member  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  was  appointed 
pastor  of  the  church. 

He  found  that  while  the  church  was 
small  and  dwindling  in  numbers,  there 
was  a  nucleus  of  dedicated  workers.  So 
the  new  pastor  and  lay  leadership  set  out 
to  rebuild. 

They  took  some  traditional  approaches, 
such  as  a  study  of  the  community 
and  its  needs,  updating  previous  similar 
studies.  However,  their  success  in  min¬ 
istry  probably  can  be  attributed  to  a 
combination  of  the  traditional  and  the 
innovative. 

For  example,  they  split  the 
commission  on  membership  and 
evangelism  into  two  groups.  The 
evangelism  group  deals  with  outreach 
and  recruitment  of  members;  the 
membership  group  deals  with  their 
training  once  they  join  the  fellowship. 

The  evangelism  group  is  very  active: 

—  there  are  thousands  who  live  around 
Ben  Hill  in  apartments,  and  one  minister 
on  the  church  staff  devotes  full  time  to 
serving  these  people.  He  holds  sessions 
on  Saturdays  with  children  and  their 
parents. 

—  the  congregation  reaches  out  to 
penal  institutions.  Membership  gain 
from  released  prisoners  has  been  small, 
but  the  evangelism  commission 
considers  it  part  of  their  mandate  to 
minister  to  those  behind  bars. 

—  one  of  the  largest  shopping  centers 
in  Atlanta  is  only  five  minutes  from  the 
church,  and  Ben  Hill  ministers  spend 
quite  a  lot  of  their  time  in  the  mall, 
meeting  people. 

—  one  student  minister  is  assigned  to 
educational  evangelism  at  the  Atlanta 
University  Center  where  the  largest 

Priorities  Moving 

Continued  from  Page  1-T 
Missional  Priorities,  cited  examples  of 
how  they  are  being  understood  in  annual 
conferences  and  local  churches: 

“A  youth  group  became  concerned 
over  the  lack  of  information  about  world 
hunger  available  in  the  church.  They 
decided  to  hold  a  Hunger  Fair. 
Responses  from  hunger-related  agencies 
to  requests  for  information  were  prompt. 
All  the  participating  youth  were  ready  to 
answer  the  questions  posed  by  visitors 
at  the  fair.” 

“In  a  recent  District  Council  on 
Ministries  meeting,  a  man 
enthusiastically  reported  on  a  School  for 
Evangelism.  He  captivated  all  with  his 
sincerity,  his  commitment  and  his 
concern.  Imagine  1,000  such  persons 
across  the  country  informing  and 
inspiring!” 

“Real  excitement  is  being  generated  in 
the  Black  community  as  they  look 
forward  to  release  of  a  supplement  to  the 
Book  of  Hymns  that  will  feature  songs 
and  hymns  by  Black  composers  and 
authors.” 

Concludes  Mr.  Miller:  “The  priorities 
are  more  than  money.  The  Missional 
Priorities  are  programs  about  people.” 


group  of  Blacks  in  higher  education  is 
enrolled. 

Once  people  have  been  reached  they 
start  to  attend  Sunday  worship  services. 
The  church  offers  two  distinctly  different 
Sunday  morning  worship  services.  . 

The  8  a.m.  service  is  typical  and 
traditional  United  Methodist  worship  .  It 
is  shorter  and  more  subdued  than  the  11 
o’clock  service  which  meets  the  needs  of 
those  who  prefer  more  display  of  emotion 
in  their  religious  experience.  • 
Attendance  at  the  two  services  ha's 
tripled  from  fewer  than  300  in  1975  to 
more  than  800  this  year.  .  •  _ 

In  both  services,  music  is  a  large  part 
of  the  experience.  Mr.  Henderson  believes 
that  “in  any  church,  regardless  of 
ethnicity  or  racial  composition,  music 
is  indispensible.” 

Ben  Hill  Church  has  five  choirs  with.a 
total  membership  of  almost  350  on  every 
Sunday,  at  least  two  choirs  participate, 
and  more  often  than  not,  three  choirs  will 
sing.  : 

Music  always  seems  to  fill  in  at  various 
times  in  the  service.  For  example,  when 
the  ushers  were  setting  up  folding  chairs 
one  Sunday  to  seat  people,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  began  to  sing  “Plenty  Good  Room  In 
My  Father’s  Kingdom.  ” 

After  a  person  decides  to  join  Ben  Hill 
Church,  he  or  she  is  encouraged  to  attend 
the  membership  orientation.  During 
these  four  90-minute  classes,  new  mem¬ 
bers  learn  what  it  means  to  be.  a 
United  Methodist  and  a  member  of  the 
Ben  Hill  congregation.  •  • 

One  problem  often  associated  with 
rapid  growth  is  attrition.  This  is  where  h 
commission  on  fellowship  comes  in.  Its 
members  see  to  it  that  persons  realize 
they  are  of  intrinsic  worth. 

“People,  regardless  of  race,  want  to  be 
a  part,”  the  pastor  believes.  “Spectator 
religion  is  a  thjng  of  the  past.  ” 

There  are  some.  Mr.  Henderson 
admits,  who  feel  big  is  automatically 
bad.  “I  believe  the  Lord  wants  his  church 
to  grow.  So  we  have  tried  to  bring  quality 
and  quantity  together.” 

Ben  Hill’s  transition  to  a  predomi¬ 
nantly  black  congregation  appears  to 
have  stabilized  with  the  white  member¬ 
ship  around  10  to  15  percent.  New  white 
members  are  still  joining  the  member¬ 
ship.  * 

If  there  is  a  success  formula  at  Ben  Hill 
Church,  it  goes  something  like  this: 
Reach  out  and  find  them,  help  them 
understand  their  membership,  offer 
exciting  participatory  worship,  and 
nurture  them  in  small  groups.” 
Underlying  the  formula  is  the  motto, 
“Everybody  is  somebody  and  Jesus  is 
Lord.”  • 

It  seems  to  b«  woi  king. 

Mr.  Eowden  is  a  free  lance  writer 
based  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


By  CHARLES  K.  BIEDKA 

Operation  Sunday  School  (OSS)  was 
begun  in  western  Pennsylvania  in  1975.  A 
precursor  of  the  churchwide  Decision 
Point:  Church  School,  which  is  a  part  of 
the  Evangelism  Missional  Priority,  OSS 
has  a  similar  general  goal:  nurturing 
Christians  through  the  church  school. 

Such  nurturing  simultaneously 
complements  evangelism  projects, 
conference  leaders  suggest.  They 
remember  statistics  which  showed  that 
six  of  every  ten  western  Pennsylvanians 
who  became  United  Methodists  on 
profession  of  faith  had  attended  church 
school  first. 

Consequently,  Operation  Sunday 
School  was  developed  and  five  part-time 
directors  of  Christian  education  with 
masters’  degrees  were  employed.  The 
five  laywomen  would  demonstrate  their 
faith  in  Christ  while  helping  local 
churches  nurture  students  to  become 
responsible  church  members. 

Since  methods  of  nurturing  vary  as 
much  as  local  church  ministries.  OSS  is 
an  adaptable  program.  Once  specific 
needs  are  ascertained,  a  workshop  or 
series  of  workshops  is  scheduled. 
Workshop  requests  are  made  by  local 
pastors,  administrative  boards  or  church 
school  superintendents. 


The  headline  read:  “WE  DO  MAKE  A 
DIFFERENCE  IN  WASHINGTON.” 

The  story  told  about  the  Child  Nutrition 
Bill  of  1978,  which  lay  on  the  President's 
desk  “dangerously  close  to  a  veto.”  Then 
the  communication  began.  Said  the  story 
in  the  Ohio  Hunger  Network  newsletter: 
“The  White  House  received  more 

telegrams,  letters  and  telephone  calls 
favoring  this  child  nutrition  bill  than  it 
had  received  in  the  past  two  years  on  pny 
issue  except  gun  control  and  the  Panama 
Canal  Treaty.  The  President  signed  the 
bill.” 

That  is  action  to  influence  public 

policy  The  Ohio  Hunger  Network  is  one 
of  several  statewide  or  regional  networks 
being  developed  by  hunger  fighters 

across  the  nation.  What  do  they  do9 
Many  things.  Sometimes  they  seek  to 
influence  legislation;  sometimes  they 
monitor  how  a  public  agency  administers 
laws  related  to  poverty  and  hunger.  They 
may  work  on  all  levels,  from 

neighborhood  to  national. 

The  Ohio  network  is  growing.  It  has 
shown  enough  potential  in  the  public- 
policy  arena  to  receive  a  grant  of  World 
Hunger  Missional  Priority  funds  from 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 


Some  congregations  request  discussion 
of  available  curriculum  resources  before 
the  church  can  begin  nurturing.  Other 
churches  ask  OSS  to  describe  methods  to 
recruit  students  and  teachers.  In  these 
situations,  the  church  school  facilitates 
evangelistic  outreach. 

Other  requests  ask  for  “here’s  how” 
workshops  to  teach  specific  techniques. 
When  teachers,  church  school  superin¬ 
tendents,  pastors  and  administrative 
boards  participate,  as  they  have  on  sev¬ 
eral  occasions,  conversations  by  design 
quickly  turn  to  a  churchwide  system  of 
outreach  with  the  church  school  at  the 
center.  A  comprehensive  evangelism 
plan  may  result. 

OSS  encourages  evangelism  in  other 
ways,  also.  This  year  OSS  director  Mrs 
Nancy  Foltz  wrote  the  introduction  to 
“Phase  II:  Church  Growth.”  The  guide 
describes  the  final  phase  of  a  three-year 
Evangelism,  Mission  and  Ministry  plan 
in  western  Pennsylvania.  Christian 
nurture  is  the  theme  of  the  introduction. 

Members  of  Operation  Sunday  School 
staff  are  Mrs.  Shirley  Buckley,  Mrs 
Kathy  White,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Walker,  Mrs 
Donna  Sandusky  and  Mrs  Foltz. 

Mr  Biedka  is  former  editor  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  United  Methodist. 


After  two  years  of  research, 
development  and  organizing,  the 
network  went  into  high  gear  in  1978. 
Membership  increased  by  55  percent  to 
2,266  concerned  persons,  half  of  them 
United  Methodists. 

The  network  started  a  biweekly 
newsletter  with  basic  content  keyed  to 
information  on  major  hunger-related 
issues  and  calls  to  action. 

A  key  issue  addressed  by  the  network 
in  1978  (and  again  in  1979)  was  increasing 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children  benefits, 
described  as  a  “fundamental  matter  of 
malnutrition  in  Ohio.” 

The  Ohio  network  is  tied  into  the 
nationwide  hunger  network  called 
IMPACT,  an  arm  of  the  Interreligious 
Taskforce  on  U.S.  Food  Policy.  As  part  of 
that  system  the  Ohio  network  seeks  to 
activate  response  to  issues  on  the  federal 
level.  In  1978  those  included  international 
development  assistance  and  child 
nutrition.  The  greatest  emphasis  in  1979 
is  developing  “telephone  tree”  support 
groups  in  Ohio’s  23  congressional 
districts. 

The  style  of  the  Ohio  Hunger  Network 
is  best  captured  perhaps  in  the  closing 
line  of  a  recent  newsletter:  “Struggle 
with  joy.” 


Hunger  Network  Zeroes  In  On  Public  Policy 
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Children  Learning  About  Hunger 


By  JEFF  BOWDEN 

“Children  like  doing,  making,  moving, 
showing,  and  telling.  They  like  action 
and  they  like  it  now!  ” 

So  say  Christian  educators  Phil  and 
Jean  Lersch  and  Bonnie  Munson.  They 
are  co-authors  of  Hunger  Activities  for 
Children,  a  new  resource  published  this 
spring. 

This  book  and  its  companion 
audiovisual,  Sights  and  Sounds  of 
Hunger,  offer  help  to  the  perplexed 
teacher  who  has  never  seen  hunger  and 
is  trying  to  relate  this  world  problem  to 
children. 

These  new  resources  were  produced  by 
Brethren  House  Ministries,  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  under  a  grant  from  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship 
from  Missional  Priority  funds.  Brethren 
House  is  a  laboratory  for  developing  and 
adapting  effective  teaching  tools  through 
activities  which  evolve  from  the  needs  of 
the  children  who  have  been  coming  to 
Brethren  House  for  the  past  twelve 
years. 

The  co-directors  are  die  Rev.  Phil 
Lersch,  an  ordained  Church  of  the 
Brethren  minister,  his  wile,  Jean  Lw.uch, 


Using  hunger  materials  at  Brethren 
House  are  Donna  Beil,  left,  and  Brenda 
NeiU. 


JEFF  BOWDEN  PHOTO 

who  holds  a  master’s  degree  in 
elementary  curriculum,  and  Bonnie 
Munson,  who  is  certified  in  education  for 
exceptional  children  and  has  a  master’s 
degree  in  special  education. 

These  new  resources  were  “kid- 
tested”  by  children  in  churches  of 
several  states  prior  to  their  production. 
The  activities  involve  all  the  senses  that 
children  possess  This  treasury  of  ideas 
will  provide  teachers  with  a  selection  of 


learning  activities  that  help  children 
relate  to  questions  about  hunger:  “How 
does  it  feel?”  and  “How  can  I  help?” 

Hunger  Activities  for  Children  (79320 
has  124  pages,  49  large  photos,  original 
songs  and  costs  $5.  Sights  and  Sounds  of 
Hunger  (7933AV(  has  4  filmslips,  5 
cassette  tapes,  16  teaching  pictures  and  a 
teacher’s  guide  book.  It  is  $15.  Order 
from:  Discipleship  Resources,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

Some  Other  Hunger  Resources 
for  Children  and  Families 

Christian  Response  in  a  Hungry  World. 
Material  and  sessions  in  this  study-action 
manual  are  designed  for  grades  1-3,  4-6, 
junior  high,  senior  high  and  adults. 
Leaders  say  this  comprehensive  unit  is 
one  response  to  the  need  for  materials 
for  age-level  groups  including,  and 
especially  for,  children  and  youth. 
Authors  are  Frank  McConnell  Witman 
and  Elsie  E.  Witman.  Order  (7874C) 
for  $1.50  from  Discipleship  Resources, 
P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

Family  Hunger  Calendars.  To 
spotlight  hunger  for  children  and 
families,  two  Family  Hunger  Calendars 
—  for  July  and  November  —  with 
activities  have  been  prepared  by  the 
Council  on  Children’s  Ministries  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference.  Order  a  sample 
free  from  Carolyn  Gause  or  Florence 
Thompson.  516  N.  Charles  St.,  Baltimore, 
Md.  21201. 

The  Christian  Home,  July  1979.  Nearly 
the  entire  issue  deals  with  food  and 
families.  Five  articles  and  a  study  guide 
engage  children,  youth  and  parents  in 
important  studies  and  decisions.  Order 
at  60  cents  a  copy  plus  postage  from 
Cokesbury,  National  Marketing  Office, 
Room  248,  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  201  Eighth  Ave.  South,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202. 

Learning  to  Care  .  .  .  Learning  to 
Share,  by  Sharon  Foote,  Kathy  Mash, 
Betty  Armstrong.  Packet  for  teachers  of 
older  elementary  children.  Order  for  $4 
each  from  Oklahoma  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries,  2420  North  Blackwelder, 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  73106. 

Have  You  Ever  Been  Hungry?  by 
Kutzner,  P.  and  Stoerkel,  L.  UCC  Press. 
For  grades  3-8.  Order  for  $3.95  each  from 
World  Hunger  Education  Service,  2000  P 
St.,  N.W.,  Suite  205,  Washington,  D.C. 
20036. 


Varied  Projects  Funded  In  Fight  Against  Hunger 


The  four  general  program  boards  — 
Church  and  Society,  Discipleship,  Global 
Ministries,  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  —  have  funded  various  projects 
in  the  World  Hunger  priority.  One  of 
these  boards,  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry,  may  serve  as  an  example.  The 
major  thrust  of  its  work  on  hunger  has 
been  research  and  action  in  institutions 
of  higher  education.  Among  projects  it 
has  underwritten: 

—  research  in  applied  technology  to 
show  how  windmills  can  be 
manufactured  out  of  materials  common 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  including  the 
Third  World,  for  use  in  pumping  water 
and  providing  refr igera  tion ; 

—  research  in  identifying  and 
cultivating  nutritious  foods,  especially 
for  Third  World  areas  —  the  foods 
varying  from  soybeans  appropriate  for 
young  children  in  Bolivia  to  teparies  and 
other  sources  of  protein  that  are 
indigenous  to  arid  areas; 

—  learning  projects  that  help  to  build 
into  the  curriculum  of  colleges  and 
seminaries  education  about  hunger,  its 
causes  and  an  analysis  of  its  dynamics ; 

—  action  projects  in  this  country  and 
abroad  that  make  use  of  the  intellectual 
resources  of  higher  education 


institutions  and  the  energy  and  altruism 
of  students  to  organize  hunger  efforts  in 
local  churches  and  local  communities ; 

—  equipping  liberal  arts  graduates  to 
teach  in  the  food  production  field 

overseas  and  perhaps  in  the  US., 
including  involvement  in  such  areas  as 
agriculture,  home  economics  and 
nursing. 

—  fostering  and  supporting  groups  who 
will  dedicate  their  time  and  energy  to 
issues  of  global  living; 

—  research  and  development  of 
educational  and  other  materials  for  use 
in  hunger-related  fields  such  as  a  work 
on  agriculture  and  rural  development  by 
a  seminary. 

Like  other  program  boards,  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  has  a  hunger 
committee  which  screens  each  project 
application  carefully .  Criteria  used 
include  whether  the  project  would  attack 
root  causes  of  hunger,  whether  it  reflects 
the  church’s  commitment  to  social 
justice  and  whether  making  funds 
available  would  make  a  significant 
difference.  The  board’s  stance, has  been 
that  Christian  witness  cannot  omit  the 
academic  modes  of  research,  analysis 
and  reflection. 


About  This  Insert 

This  insert,  appearing  in  many 
United  Methodist  publications,  deals 
with  the  Missional  Priorities  —  and 
money.  But  it  mentions  money  in  a 
different  way  —  through  stories  of 

.  how  Missional  Priority  funds  are 
used.  There  is  no  direct  appeal. 

’  Except  here. 

.  Three  Missional  Priority  channels 
for  giving  by  United  Methodists  arc 
in  need  of  support  —  the  need  is 
great.  These  channels  are  the 

'Missional  Priority  Fund 
(churchwide  annual  apportionment, 

.  $4,125,000),  Advance  Special  for  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 

*  (authorized  annual  amount, 
$3,500,000)  and  World  Hunger 
Advance  Special  (authorized  annual 
amount,  $3,000,000).  Your  partici¬ 
pation  is  sought,  and  appreciation 

*  is  expressed  for  what  you  have 
given.  Further  information  about 
Missional  Priority  giving  is  avail¬ 
able  from  United  Methodist  Com- 

.  munications  (UMC),  1200  Davis 
St.,  Evanston,  1L  60201 


Seminars  And  EMLC 

To  help  implement  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  Missional  Priority 
(EMLC),  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  held  seminars  for  various 
ethnic  minority  church  groups  on  issues 
facing  them. 

One  such  seminar,  held  May  30-June  2 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  was  a  National 
Inter-Ethnic  Consultation  on  Public 
Policy  Issues  for  Seminary  and  Potential 
Seminary  Students.  It  was  financed  by 
the  board  from  Missional  Priority  funds. 

With  participation  by  about  30  persons 
from  all  four  major  ethnic  minority 
groups  —  Native  American,  Hispanic, 
Black  and  Asian  —  the  consultation  had 
several  objectives.  One  was  to  enable  the 
participants  to  discuss  public-policy 
issues  of  importance  to  ethnic  minorities 
and  to  understand  how  they  and  their 
congregations  can  impact  these  policies. 
The  consultation  was  intended  also  to 
give  the  participants  a  chance  to  express 
their  concerns  and  to  propose  ways  to 
translate  concerns  into  programs  that 
will  help  strengthen  the  outreach 
ministries  of  ethnic  churches  and 
persons. 

Church  and  Society  has  funded  other 
EMLC  projects  such  as  a  seminar  on 
domestic  issues  and  an  ethnic  minority 
internship  program,  both  in  Washington. 

Available  Now  -  New 
Evangelism  Resources 

Finding  the  Way  Forward.  This  45- 
minute,  16mm  color  motion  picture  is  the 
first  United  Methodist-produced 
evangelism  film  in  20  years.  It  is  a  key 
part  of  the  Missional  Priority  on  Evange¬ 
lism.  It  dramatizes  the  contagious 
outreach  and  growth  possible  for  many 
churches.  Proven  principles  and 
strategies  for  “finding  the  way  forward” 
are  illustrated  from  a  dozen 
congregations  representing  the  spec¬ 
trum  of  the  denomination.  Sale,  $350  per 
print,  plus  shipping;  rental,  $30  from; 
United  Methodist  Film  Service,  1525 
McGavock  St.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 

The  Contagious  Congregation.  This 
160-page  paperback  book,  published  by 
Abingdon,  is  by  the  Rev.  George  G. 
Hunter  III,  assistant  general  secretary 
for  Evangelism,  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Note  the  subtitle:  “Frontiers  in 
Evangelism  and  Church  Growth.”  It  is  a 
book  that  puts  together  faith  and  the 
evangelistic  methods  that  have  been 
found  most  effective  to  enlist  persons 
for  Christ.  With  a  foreword  bv  Donald 
McGavran,  Dr.  Hunter’s  book  outlines 
strategies  for  reaching  out  to  people  and 
claiming  them  for  the  church.  Available 
for  $4.95  from  Cokesbury. 

Youne  Disciples,  Becoming  and 


Korean  Ministry  Serves 
Many  In  The  Northwest 

By  CAROL  MARIANO 

Three  years  ago  when  Dr.  Jon-Won 
Kim  was  appointed  pastor  of  a  small 
church  in  Renton,  Wash.,  Bishop  Wilbur 
W.  Y.  Choy  of  the  Seattle  Area  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  asked  if  he 
would  like  an  additional  part-time 
responsibility.  Dr.  Kim  accepted  the 
challenge  to  develop  a  ministry  of  social 
services  to  the  rapidly  expanding 
population  of  Korean  immigrants  in  the 
Seattle-Tacoma  area. 

From  this  beginning  grew  an  exciting 
new  program  called  the  Korean 
Methodist  Service  Ministry  (KMSM) 
which,  through  the  insight  and  dedication 
of  Dr.  Kim.  has  had  far-reaching  effects. 

The  KMSM  helps  immigrants  in  two 
ways  —  through  emergency  survival  aid 
for  those  in  need  and  through  a 
counseling  service  to  those  in  crisis 
situations. 

Last  year  464  persons  were  given 
emergency  aid  through  the  services  of 
KMSM.  Some  reasons  given  for 
requesting  aid:  desertion,  unemploy¬ 
ment,  low  income,  sickness. 

KMSM  provided  counseling  for  18J~ 
Koreans  in  such  areas  as:  cross-cultural 
conflicts,  abuse  from  husbands,  mental 
and  physical  health,  employment, 
housing,  education  and  referrals  for 
legal  services. 

“There  are  approximately  14,000 
Korean  immigrants  in  the  greater  Puget 
Sound  area  of  Washington,  and  the  needs 
for  emergency  aid  such  as  food,  shelter, 
counseling  services  are  urgent.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  neglected  segments  of  social 
services,”  says  Dr.  Kim.  However,  he  is 
encouraged  by  the  way  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  reaching  out  to 
Koreans. 

With  funding  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  through  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  Missional  Priority,  KMSM 
maintains  two  offices  in  Seattle  and 
Tacoma.  Support  also  has  come  from  the 
United  Methodist  Division  of  Chaplains 
and  Related  Ministries,  United  Methodist 
Women  and  churches  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest  Conference. 

A  different  kind  of  support  comes  from 
the  white  church  of  Kennydale  where  Dr. 
Kim  is  pastor.  Members  of  that 
congregation  open  their  homes  for 
temporary  housing  to  Koreans  in  crisis. 

As  the  church  ministers  to  the  world, 
the  world  comes  to  the  church,  for  now 
there  is  enough  support  from  the  Korean 
community  that  as  of  July  1  there  was  to 
be  a  new  Korean  United  Methodist 
church  in  the  Seattle  area  with  Dr.  Kim 
as  organizing  pastor. 

Ms.  Mariano  is  editor  of  the  Northwest 
United  Methodist  serving  the  Pacific 
Northwest  Conference. _ 

Winning.  This  is  an  elective  unit  for 
youth,  prepared  through  the  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee.  The  author  is  the 
Rev.  Ronald  Crandall  of  the  Evangelism 
staff  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Evangelism  leaders  say  many  requests 
have  been  received  for  resources  for 
youth.  Order  for  90c  each  plus  postage 
(6815)  from  Cokesbury,  National  Market¬ 
ing  Office,  Room  248,  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  201  Eighth  Ave.  South, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

A  Comprehensive  Plan  for 
Evangelism:  Local  Church  Planning 
Guide.  This  guide  is  related  to  the 
Comprehensive  Plan  for  Evangelism 
aspect  of  the  Evangelism  Missional 
Priority.  The  Rev.  Harold  Bales  of  the 
Evangelism  staff  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  is  author.  Order  (EV063B) 
from:  Discipleship  Resources,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202.  Price:  1-9,  $3 
each;  10  or  more,  $2.75  each. 

Focus  on  Evangelism,  a  book  edited  by 
Dr.  Hunter.  Order  (EVO70  B)  from 
Discipleship  Resources,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202.  Price:  1-9,  $3 
each;  10-49,  $2.50 each;  50-99,  $2 each ;  100 
or  more,  $1.75  each. 
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Church  colleges  face  ‘survival’ 

Educators  at  national  meeting  name  forces  threatening  schools 


MOCCASIN,  Mont  —  Reaching  for  something  in  the  top  cupboard  isn’t  easy  for  a 
person  in  a  wheelchair.  But  United  Methodist  Gwen  Valentine  solves  the  problem  by 
using  leg  braces  to  stand  briefly,  while  she  boosts  herself  onto  the  counter  with  her 
arms. 

ROBERTA  DONOVAN  PHOTO 


Faith,  family,  friends  sustain 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SOUTH  BEND,  Ind.  —  Joining 
together  for  a  common  purpose  is  as 
difficult  among  college  presidents  as 
among  farmers.  Yet  the  threats  to  the 
future  of  church-related  higher 
education  have  gotten  so  serious  that 
“we  must  come  together  if  we  are  to 
survive,”  President  John  Silber  of  UM- 
related  Boston  University  told  an 
education  conference  here  last  week. 

The  “dress  rehearsal”  of  a  rare 
ecumenical  effort  to  awaken  concern 
among  churches  and  the  American 
public  for  the  future  of  church-related 
colleges  and  universities  brought  more 
than  700  educators  and  church  officials  to 
the  campus  of  Notre  Dame  University 
June  21-23.  The  National  Congress  on 
Church-Related  Colleges  and 
Universities  represented  23  major 
denominations  with  combined 
memberships  of  100  million  and  almost 
800  colleges  and  universities. 
Approximately  130  United  Methodists 
were  registered. 

The  follow-up  “fireworks”  are 
supposed  to  happen  in  Washington,  D.C. 
in  February  1980  when  the  findings  of  the 
three-day  congress  here  and  the  work  of 
six  study  commissions  will  be 
summarized  and  presented  nationally. 
President  Jimmy  Carter  has  been 
invited  to  speak  to  the  1980  meeting  eight 
months  away,  according  to  Dr.  Terry 
Sanford,  president  of  UM-related  Duke 
University  and  chairman  of  the 
education  congress. 

“We  are  mobilizing  as  a  single  group 
with  a  short  life  for  a  great  purpose,”  Dr. 


Sanford  said.  “We  want  to  bring  into  full 
view  for  all  Americans  the  contributions 
church-related  colleges  make  to  society 
and  to  enlist  their  support.”  He 
compared  it  to  a  “year  long  revival” 
after  which  the  denominations  and  the 
associations  of  colleges  will  be  expected 
to  carry  the  ball. 

Forces  at  work  that  are  threatening 
the  future  of  church-related  higher 
education  were  identified  by  speakers  of 
Roman  Catholic,  United  Methodist, 
Southern  Baptist,  Mormon,  Episcopal, 
white  and  black  denominations.  They 


the  most  dedicated  secular  humanists, 
has  managed  to  inculcate  values  in  any 
meaningful  way  without  the  religious 
realities  of  faith  in  man  as  a  child  of  God 
and  follower  of  Christ,  without  prayer, 
without  pondering  our  profound  need  of 
divine  grace  if  we  are  to  transcend  our 
innate  selfishness  and  self-centeredness. 
This  evangelical  faith  is  our  truest 
legacy.” 

He  and  other  speakers  said  “the 
problem  with  most  Christian  educational 
institutions  today  is  that  they  are  often 
bashfully  and  apologetically  Christian.” 


Disease  leaves  ‘healed  spirit 


•  complete  secularization  of  institu¬ 
tions; 

•  financial  strains; 

•  government  regulations  and  legal 
issues; 

•  competition  with  public  institutions 
for  students; 

•  an  “identity  crisis”  and/or  the  need 
to  justify  their  existence. 

Prevent  secularization 

The  Rev.  Theodore  M.  Hesburgh, 
C.S.C.,  president  of  Notre  Dame,  told  the 
congress  the  “complete  secularization  of 
American  higher  education  must  be 
prevented,”  referring  to  the 
secularization  of  the  great  European 
universities  which  were  started  by  the 
church  just  as  were  most  American 
schools. 

Value  education  is  the  “truest 
justification  of  the  existence  of  our 
institutions,”  said  Father  Hesburgh.  “If 
there  is  one  concern  that  characterizes 
the  post-Watergate,  post-Vietnam  reality 
of  American  higher  education,  it  is 
concern  about  values. 

“However  much  educators  discuss  this 
concern,”  he  said,  “it  seems  obvious  to 
me,  at  least,  that  almost  no  one,  including 


Return  to  basic  purpose 

Sounding  a  similar  note  was  the  Rev. 
Paul  Duffy  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council  and  a  trustee  of  UM-related 
Birmingham  Southern  College.  He  said 
“deliverance”  will  come  to  UM  church- 
related  schools  when  they  return  to  the 
basic  purpose  of  Christian  institutions 
which  is  to  produce^  graduates  “trained 
to  live  in  this  world  to  the  glory  of  God.  ” 

Our  day  is  crying  for  ethical  values, 
religious  and  moral  values,  he  said.  “If 
we  are  only  turning  out  brilliant  students 
who  could  have  gotten  the  same 
education  somewhere  else  for  less,  we 
are  failing,”  Dr.  Duffy  told  UM 
educators  during  a  denominational 
meeting  which  was  part  of  the  congress. 
“Either  ‘bite  the  bullet’  or  ‘bite  the 
dust,’”  he  concluded. 

However,  government  regulations  and 
financial  strains  are  pressing  hard  on 
small  church-related  and  independent 
schools’  right  to  be  different,  said  Dallin 
H.  Oaks,  president  of  Brigham  Young 
University,  Provo,  Utah. 

Dr.  Oaks  said  independent  institutions 
can  only  compete  when  they  can  offer 


something  their  constituencies  see  as 
“different  and  better  than  public 
institutions”  but  that  excessive 
government  regulation  is  interfering 
with  their  right  to  set  a  different  course. 

He  charged  that  government  uses  its 
spending  power  to  purchase  conduct  it 
has  no  power  to  compel  and  thus 
jeopardizes  both  the  existence  and 
uniqueness  of  educational  institutions. 

Dr.  Oaks  listed  faculty  selection, 
discrimination  rulings,  admissions,  and 
research  as  areas  where  church-related 
schools  must  “band  together  to  lobby 
against  unsound  and  unworkable  laws 
and  regulations  and  to  challenge  illegal 
laws  in  court.” 

“We  must  insist  that  receiving 
financial  assistance  for  a  specific 
program  does  not  mean  that  government 
extends  its  regulatory  authority  over  an 
entire  institution.”  And,  he  said,  we 
should  prefer  government  assistance 
that  is  given  in  toe  form  of  grants  and 
loans  to  students— rather  than  to  institu¬ 
tions— to  minimize  the  prospects  of  regu¬ 
lation. 


Dr.  Silber  predicts 

Sounding  toe  theme  of  “identity”  in  his 
address,  Dr.  Silber  of  Boston  University 
predicted  that  “vicious  competition”  will 
develop  between  public  and  private 
schools  during  the  ’80s  due  to  declining 
enrollments  and  that  there  will  be  a 
decline  in  the  quality  of  higher  education. 

But  he  said  the  question  is  not  so  much 
“whether  we  will  survive  but  do  we 
deserve  to  survive.  This  is  an  age  of 
identity  crisis  for  most  institutions.  Only 
by  standing  for  something  will  church 
colleges  survive  —  those  who  have  a  core 
of  principles  and  a  system  of  values  at 
the  center.” 


By  ROBERTA  DONOVAN 

MOCCASIN,  Mont.  -  Mrs.  Gwen 
Valentine,  a  Montana  ranch  wife,  is 
young,  beautiful  and  talented.  She  has 
two  small  children  and  a  devoted 
husband.  When  she  isn’t  busy  caring  for 
her  family  and  home  or  doing  the  ranch 
bookkeeping,  she  teaches  aspiring  young 
vocalists.  A  United  Methodist,  she  often 
sings  for  the  Sunday  morning  worship 
service  at  nearby  Hobson  UMC. 

Sound  typical? 

Not  quite,  for  Gwen  is  confined  to  a 
wheelchair,  a  victim  of  multiple 
sclerosis.  She  was  stricken  15  years  ago, 
while  attending  college. 

Two  years  earlier,  she  had  married 
Lonny  Valentine,  her  childhood 
sweetheart.  The  future  looked  bright. 
But  gradually  Gwen  noticed  that  her 
right  leg  seemed  to  drag  and  her  balance 
.wasn’t  good.  “I  thought  T would  go  to  toe  • 
doctor  and,  he  would  fix  me  up,’.’  she 
recalled. 

Instead,  the  doctor  told  her,  “You  have 
multiple  sclerosis.  There  is  no  cure.  You 
might  as  well  go  home.” 

It  was  a  bitter  blow  for  the  young 
woman.  “At  first  I  felt  I  was  being 
punished  for  my  sins,”  she  said. 

The  months  and  years  that  followed 
were  not  easy.  “There  were  times  when  I 
would  hit  low  ebb,”  she  said.  “I  went 
through  the  tears,  the  *why  me?’  and  I 
finally  had  to  admit  that  I  couldn’t  help 
myself.  I  had  to  learn  to  say,  ‘God,  I  can’t 
do  it;  please  help  me.’  ” 

Gradually,  Gwen  has  faced  her 
handicap  and  learned  to  cope  with  it.  She 
has  learned  to  surmount  the  physical 
barrier  of  legs  that  won’t  function,  as 
well  as  toe  psychological  barrier  of  being 
handicapped. 

Gwen  now  cooks  her  family’s  meals, 


does  toe  laundry,  sews  for  her  children 
and  manages  all  but  the  heaviest 
housework.  For  instance,  she  makes  her 
bed  while  she  is  still  in  it,  adding  the 
finishing  touches  from  her  wheelchair.  A 
citizen’s  band  radio  with  public  address 
system  enables  her  to  summon 
nine-year-old  Lori  and  five-year-old 
Keith  when  they  are  playing  outside.  She 
weeds  her  vegetable  garden  by  slipping 
out  of  her  wheelchair  and  propelling 
herself  along  the  ground  between  the 
rows  by  her  arms. 

Sustaining  Gwen  are  what  she  calls  her 
“Three  F’s  —  Faith,  Family  and 
Friends.”  Lonny ’s  gentle  support  is  a 
bulwark.  The  children  help  with  an 
understanding  beyond  their  years.  When 
Keith  was  just  a  toddler,  he  learned  to 
climb  on  a  small  table  so  that  his  mother 
could  diaper  him. 

Relatives  and  friends-  stop  by  with 
baked  goodies,  to  help  with  the 
housework  or  just  to  chat  a  little  while. 
One  friend  drives  ten  miles  twice  a  week 
to  give  Gwen  therapy  on  her  legs. 

Most  of  all,  Gwen  appreciates  toe 
prayers  on  her  behalf.  The  words  of 
encouragement,  the  shared  faith,  have 
affected  her  life  deeply. 

Occasionally  some  well-meaning 
person  makes  a  remark  that  implies  if 
Gwen  had  greater  faith,  she  would  be 
healed.  “They  don’t  understand,”  Gwen 
says  as  she  smiles,  “I  am  healed 
spiritually.” 

Gwen  recently  completed  a  year’s 
reign  as  Miss  Wheelchair  Montana,  an 
honor  bestowed  on  her  because  of  her 
accomplishments  despite  being  confined 
to  a  wheelchair.  But  toe  greatest  thrill  of 
winning  the  title  came  quietly  for  Gwen 
when  she  learned  that  one  of  toe  other 
contestants  had  “come  out  of  her  shell” 


because  of  Gwen’s  encouragement. 

For  Gwen  it  was  an  answer  to  the 
prayer,  paraphrased  from  the  Bible,  that 
she  voices  daily. 

“I  pray  that  I  can  touch  others  in  a 
positive  way.” 


In  Ms.  Donovan's  30-year  career  as  a 
United  Methodist  in  Lewistown,  Mont., 
she  has  been  a  church  school  teacher, 
newspaper  editor,  author  of  two  books 
and  freelance  writer /photographer. 


Elderly  woman  saves  victim’s  life 


CLEARWATER,  Minn.  (UMC)  - 
Although  badly  crippled  with 
arthritis,  a  76-year-old  United 
Methodist  woman  named  Heartie 
Norden  was  able  to  save  the  life  of  a 
man  whose  single-engine  plane 
crashed  into  the  Mississippi  River  in 
front  of  her  house  here  on  June  17. 

Afterward  she  told  her  minister,  toe 
Rev.  Peter  Fribley  of  the  Clear 
Lake/Clearwater  Charge,  she  had  felt 
God  working  through  her  while  the 
rescue  was  in  progress.  She  told  toe 
badly  injured  and  bleeding  man, 
Roger  Berganini,  that  God  was  there 
and  it  would  be  all  right. 

When  the  plane  crashed  20  feet  from 
shore  Ms.  Norden,  looking  out  her 
front  window,  saw  one  of  the  two 
occupants  trying  to  swim  and  calling 
for  help.  Grabbing. up  her  cane,  she 
scrambled  down  an  eight-foot 


embankment  in  front  of  her  house  but 
then  could  not  wade  out  to  get  the  man 
because  the  water  was  too  deep. 
Extending  her  cane  to  the  man  she 
pulled  him  to  shore.  However,  getting 
him  up  on  toe  bank  was  impossible. 
Finally  when  his  head  and  shoulders 
were  well  out  of  the  water  she  went  for 
help. 

The  second  occupant  of  the  plane, 
Gary  L.  Poland,  drowned.  Observers 
concluded  the  plane,  a  Grumman 
trainer  with  pontoons,  had  struck  a 
power  line  near  the  CTearwater 
Bridge  causing  the  crash. 

The  United  Methodist  minister, 
asked  if  he  were  surprised  at  Ms. 
Norden’s  act,  said,  “She  is  a  very 
strong  person.  I  have  been  so 
impressed  with  her  before,  that  I’ve 
ceased  to  be  surprised.’’  He  reported 
his  parishioner  had  lost  her  husband  a 


year  ago  and  because  toe  two  were  so 
close,  she  wondered  why  she  was  still 
alive.  After  the  river  rescue  she  told 
Mr.  Fribley,  “Now  I  understand  why  I 
am  still  here.” 

When  the  rescue  was  accomplished 
and  reporters  arrived,  Ms.  Norden’s 
greatest  concern  was  that  toe 
electricity  in  her  house  was  not 
working  so  she  was  unable  to  offer 
everyone  coffee. 

‘‘After  the  rescue  came 
hospitality,”  said  the  minister.  “That 
is  the  way  she  is.” 

Ms.  Norden  has  lived  by  the  river 
most  of  her  life.  When  it  floods  she 
moves  inland  for  the  duration  but  then 
returns  to  shovel  out  the  mud  and 
resume  life  once  more. 

At  the  moment  she  is  resting  from 
all  the  excitement  and  has  refused  to 
give  any  more  interviews. 


More  than  time,  talent,  money 

Stewardships  unique  approach 
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Find  Bible 
6 Americanisms 9 


5  Many  so-called  “Americanisms”  are  so  familiar  that  we  forget  their  original 
:•  source  —  the  Bible.  Since  Independence  Day  is  next  week,  Evelyn  Witter  of 
•i  Milan,  Ill.,  asks  how  many  “Americanisms”  you  can  trace  to  the  exact  source 
$  in  the  Bible.  Answers  will  be  found  on  another  page  in  this  issue, 
ij  (1)  The  motto  which  is  found  on  all  United  States  coins  is  a  short  version  of 
Psalm  118:8.  Can  you  quote  the  verse? 

*•  (2)  When  Boswell  asked  the  famous  Samuel  Johnson  the  cause  of  the  war 

•*  between  England  and  the  American  colonies,  he  replied  that  Boswell  would  find 
:•  the  answer  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  Habakkuk.  How  did  this  show  that  he  chose 
to  avoid  the  question? 

j;  (3)  The  following  famous  Americans  had  biblical  first  names.  What  are  they? 
i|  (a.)  Franklin;  (b.)  Webster;  (c.)  Hawthorne;  (d.)  Carnegie;  (e.)  Decatur. 

••  (4)  The  wives  of  Presidents  Washington  and  Jefferson  had  the  name  of  a  New 

ij  Testament  woman  whose  table  was  quickly  set  for  visitors.  Give  her  name. 

(5)  What  is  the  text  of  the  Bible  verse  that  is  inscribed  on  the  Liberty  Bell  in 
:•  Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia? 

>:  (6)  Ben  Franklin  used  to  say  that  his  favorite  Bible  animal  was  the  ant,  it 

:■  being  commended  in  one  place  for  its  industry,  and  in  another  for  wisdom.  Fill 

ij  in  the  missing  words:  “Go  to  toe  ant,  thou  sluggard,  consider  her _ ”  and, 

:j  “The  ants  are  a  people  not  strong,  but  they  prepare  their  meat  in  the _ ” 

f-  (7)  John  Quincy  Adams  was  compared  to  a  certain  Old  Testament  prophet 
because  he  was  bald-headed.  Who  was  the  prophet? 

(8)  The  circus  owner,  P.T.  Bamum,  had  a  biblical  first  name  which  his 
mother  found  by  opening  her  psalm  book  at  random.  Bamum  once  described 
*  his  biblical  prototype  thus:  "A  young  man  of  praiseworthy  zeal  and  energy, 
who  appeased  the  divine  wrath  at  a  critical  moment  and  thereby  conferred 
:j:  lasting  distinction  upon  his  family.”  What  was  the  name? 
v  (9)  A  commentator,  giving  a  list  of  American  slang,  included  the  phrase  “by 
the  skin  of  my  teeth.”  Letters  flooded  in  protesting  that  the  phrase  was  out  of 
v  the  King  James  Bible.  Who  was  right? 

(10)  The  head  of  a  White  House  delegation,  addressing  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  observed  that:  “The  Bible  says  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil.”  The 
$  President  corrected  him:  “But  the  Bible  doesn’t  say  that,  my  friend!”  Do  you 
>;  know  the  correct  version? 


‘Superman’  mimicked 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  The  Rev.  Richard 
Hodges,  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Peace  in  Woodbury,  Minn.,  mimics 
“Superman”  during  a  recent  church 
picnic  —  arriving  on  the  scene  in  a 
telephone  booth  loaned  by  Northwestern 
Bell,  dressed  as  the  legendary  cartoon 
character.  It  all  began  when  many  of  his 
congregants  began  calling  him 
“Superman”  in  recognition  of  the  many 
big  things  he  has  quietly  accomplished 
for  the  church. 
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By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  A  strikingly  different 
approach  to  stewardship  was  taken 
recently  in  two  United  Methodist 
churches  here  which  offered  a  series  of 
seminars  on  health  care. 

“Our  commission  views  stewardship 
as  involving  more  than  just  money, 
talent  and  time,”  explained  Carolyn 
Henson,  a  session  leader  and  member  of 
Northaven  UMC’s  stewardship 
commission.  “We  believe  it  extends  to 
our  bodies  and  their  care.  ” 

The  program  resulting  from  these 
views  was  led  by  two  United  Methodist 
health  care  professionals,  who 
emphasized  awareness  of  health  risks 
and  development  of  habits  that 
contribute  to  physical  well-being.  The 
five-session  program  —  dealing  with 
individual  physical  conditions,  health 
analysis,  nutrition,  exercise  and  stress  — 


Pro-nuclear  position 
advocated  by  lay  group 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 
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Bulk  rot*»  ovollobl* 


KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  —  Concern  about 
anti-nuclear  energy  statements  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  has 
prompted  a  group  of  United  Methodists 
supporting  nuclear  energy  here  to  try  to 
change  the  energy  positions  of  both 
groups. 

Calling  themselves  United  Methodists 
for  Realistic  Energy  Programs,  the  30- 
member  group  of  lay  persons  in  the 
Holston  Annual  Conference,  all  of  whom 
work  in  some  energy  related  field,  have 
written  letters  to  U.S.  congressional 
representatives  and  newspapers  stating 
their  position.  They  also  have  lobbied 
annual  conference  delegates  and  UM 
members  of  the  NCC  —  trying  to 
influence  their  positions  on  energy  — 
and  they  are  planning  major  lobbying 
efforts  among  1980  UM  General 
Conference  delegates. 

The  1976  General  Conference  adopted 
an  anti-nuclear  energy  statement,  and 
the  NCC  this  spring  adopted  a  similar 
statement. 

Coordinator  Lorraine  S.  Abbott,  a 
technical  writer  for  a  nuclear  research 
firm  here,  said  toe  group  opposes  these 
anti-nuclear  positions  because  the 
positions  are  biased  and  unbalanced. 
Instead,  the  group  favors  development  of 
all  energy  sources— including  nuclear, 
solar,  oil  and  other  fossil  fuels  —  to  meet 
present  and  future  energy  needs.  “The 


church  should  be  concerned  about 
enough  energy  being  provided  for  toe 
world,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Abbott  said  members  of  toe  group 
were  especially  dismayed  to  find  that  toe 
recently  adopted  anti-nuclear  energy 
statement  by  the  National  Council  is 
similar  to  the  UMC  statement,  the  UMC 
being  the  only  denomination  in  the 
ecumenical  organization  that  has  an 
energy  statement.  “We  were  looking  for 
the  enemy  (in  the  NCC),  and  it  was  us.” 

"No  energy  form  is  totally  safe,”  said 
Ms.  Abbott,  adding  that  the  recent 
nuclear  “accident”  at  Three  Mile  Island, 
Pa.,  had  been  “totally  overplayed”  by 
the  media.  “The  amount  of  radiation  that 
escaped  from  the  plant  is  present  in 
environments  all  across  the  country,” 
she  said.  “Radiation  is  a  fact  of  life.” 

Calling  the  sun  the  “world’s  brightest 
nuclear  reactor,”  group  member  Joe  V. 
Pace  III  said,  “people  don’t  understand 
all  they  need  to  know  about  nuclear 
energy.  One  of  toe  greatest  problems  in 
getting  toe  public  to  accept  nuclear 
energy  stems  from  the  fact  that  nuclear 
bombs  were  developed  before  ‘useful’ 
nuclear  power,”  the  Knoxville  nuclear 
engineer  said. 

The  group  is  planning  to  back  a  new 
energy  policy  statement  endorsing 
development  and  proliferation  of  all 
energy  sources.  Such  a  statement  was 
adopted  by  the  Holston  conference  at  its 
last  session,  and  it  will  be  sent  as  a 
petition  for  consideration  by  toe  1980 
General  Conference. 


was  co-sponsored  by  the  Highland  Park 
UMC  education  commission. 

Mrs.  Henson,  a  registered  nurse  who  is 
director  of  health  services  at  Cedar 
Valley  College,  led  the  seminars  in 
cooperation  with  Dr.  Penn  Laird,  a 
member  of  Highland  Park  UMC.  Dr. 
Laird  is  a  physician  specializing  in 
pediatrics  and  cardiology,  and  a  member 
of  the  Southwestern  Medical  School 
faculty.  Both  said  they  felt  toe  church 
was  a  natural  sponsor  for  such  sessions 
because  they  believe  bodily  care  cannot 
be  separated  from  other  Christian 
responsibilities. 

“Basically,  the  Bible  calls  our  bodies 
the  ‘temples  of  the  Holy  Spirit,’  ”  Dr. 
Laird  said.  “The  Old  Testament  is  filled 
with  admonitions  about  this.  I  think  the 
Lord  meant  for  us  to  take  care  of  our 
bodies.  If  you’re  going  to  submit  your 
whole  life  to  Christ,  that  includes  your 
body  and  well-being.” 

Mrs.  Henson  said  she  feels  church 
groups  are  probably  highly  receptive  to 
this  type  of  program  because  of  their 
commitment  to  Christian  stewardship. 
However,  she  added  that  the  general 
public  is  becoming  increasingly  aware  of 
health  care  needs. 

“I  think  staying  well  —  preventive 
health  care  —  is  a  trend  moving  across 
the  nation,”  Mrs.  Henson  said.  “We  have 
tried  to  point  out  risk  factors  during  our 
sessions,  and  emphasize  toe  positive 
things  people  can  do  to  preserve  their 
health  ” 

The  initial  session  involved  a  health 


analysis,  which  included  individual  blood 
testing  and  discussion  of  health  histories. 
The  following  four  discussion  sessions 
included  interpretation  of  this  health 
analysis.  Dr.  Laird  and  Mrs.  Henson 
offered  basic  information  and  guidelines 
about  health  and  physical  problems, 
followed  by  discussions,  in  which  the  50 
participants  analyzed  their  own  behavior 
and  attitudes  and  decided  what 
additional  efforts  they  should  make 
to  insure  proper  health  care. 

When  asked  about  response  to  the 
program,  Mrs.  Henson  said,  “It’s  been 
really  good.  People  have  been  full  of 
questions,  for  one  thing.  When  I  went  to 
church  last  Sunday,  I  was  bombarded 
with  questions  people  had  come  up  with 
since  our  previous  session.”  Several 
participants  have  also  inquired  about  a 
follow-up  program  to  assess  their 
progress  after  they  put  their  new  health 
care  commitments  into  practice. 

“In  an  ideal  situation,  we  would  really 
like  a  longer  workshop  program,"  Dr. 
Laird  said.  “You’re  talking  about 
changing  behavior  —  substituting  new 
behavior  for  old  —  and  that  takes  time. 
In  a  short  course  like  this,  we  can 
frighten,  cajole  or  just  give  the  facts  as 
we  know  them  so  the  participants  can 
make  their  own  choices.  I  think  we’ve 
done  all  three.” 


Scarrifi} 


“Most  people  really  want  to  become 
involved  in  their  own  health  care  and 
wellness.  They  can  get  a  start  here,”  he 
said. 

— - 7~ 


College  Nashville,  Tennessee 
Announces 
Six  Presidential  Merit 
Scholarships 
for  the  1979-80 
Academic  Y  ear 

Full  tuition  scholarships  will  be 
awarded  to  undergraduate  and  grad¬ 
uate  students  interested  in  prepar¬ 
ing  for  careers  in: 

Christian  Education 
Church  and  Community 
Church  Music  Education 
Evangelism 

Applications  must  be  received  by 
July  1,  1979.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  contact: 

Office  of  Financial  Aid 
Scarritt  College 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 
1  800-251-2554 
(toll  free  number) 
1-615-327-2700,  ext.  521 
(Tennessee  residents  only) 


PAGE  4 


i m-  i  \m;t)  Methodist  reporter 


Russian  Orthodox  prelate  says: 


Church  not  dying  in  U.S.S.R. 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  following 
interview  with  the  senior  ranking 
clergyman  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church,  Propresbyter  Vitaly  Borovoy, 
now  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  as  a 
representative  of  his  church  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  was 
developed  out  of  a  press  conference 
with  Dr.  Borovoy  following  his 
presentation  to  the  governing  board  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  last  month.  Vitaly  Borovoy 

By  SlHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Q:  What  is  the  state  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
today? 

A:  We  are  many,  many  millions.  Even  the  official 
propaganda  —  which  tries  to  diminish  the  church  —  says  50 
to  70  million  are  Orthodox. 

And,  now  we  are  growing.  But  don’t  believe  those  who 
suggest  all  of  the  younger  generation  are  rushing  to  church. 
On  the  other  hand,  don’t  believe  the  propaganda  that  the 
church  is  dying,  either. 

Many,  many,  young,  educated  persons  raised  in  atheistic 
families  are  now  interested  in  religion  and  are  asking  for 
baptism  and  to  be  members.  They  are  very  zealous  in 
confession.  As  a  result  they  have  great  difficulties  in  their 
families  and  with  their  colleagues.  While  this  number  is 
growing,  however,  the  majority  of  young  people  belong  to  the 
Marxist  society. 

Q:  Is  the  Marxist  objective  of  eliminating  religion 
succeeding? 

A:  It  will  never  work!  We  are  not  going  to  die.  It  could 
become  more  difficult,  but  we  are  on  firm  ground.  The 
foundations  for  a  religious  renewal  are  laid,  although  I  may 
never  see  it. 

Q:  Has  suffering  made  the  church  stronger  in  the 
U.S.S.R.? 

A:  Yes.  Many  church  members  in  the  West  are  devoted, 
but  many  more  are  in  church  for  social  and  cultural  reasons. 
There  is  no  social  advantage  to  church  membership  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  If  somebody  is  in  the  church,  he  or  she  knows 
why. 


Q:  Who  are  those  in  the  church? 

A:  These  are  four  identifiable  groups  in  the  U.S.S.R.  First, 
there  are  the  “iron  Christians’’  who  stayed  in  the  church 
after  the  revolution  when  millions  left.  They  are  the  firm, 
convinced  ones  who  have  gone  through  everything  and  aren't 
phased  by  any  threat. 

Second,  there  are  “new  converts”  —  also  very  convinced 
people.  Sometimes  they  surprise  us  with  how  fanatical  they 
are.  Third  are  the  “self-convinced”  persons  who  are  not 
frequent  church  attenders  but  who  are  believers. 

The  other  group  are  those  who  do  not  call  themselves 
believers  but  who  are  sympathetic  to  religion.  They  see  the 
moral  value  of  religious  people  —  their  honesty  and  integrity. 

Q:  You  said  the  Lord  taught  you  a  lesson  through  the 
painful  experiences  of  the  revolutionary  era. 

A:  Our  struggle  with  an  atheistic  society  showed  us  that 
social  involvement  and  human  dignity  are  important 
concerns  of  the  church  —  as  is  building  a  just  society. 
Although  we  are  close  to  the  fundamentalists  on  biblical 
interpretations,  I  reject  their  avoidance  of  social  problems. 
It  is  a  tragic  mistake  to  take  that  same  line  my  church  took 
before  the  revolution  —  of  prayer  and  moral  perfection  with 
the  rest  left  to  the  government. 

Q:  Do  you  think  Marxist  governments  will  ever  drop  their 
anti-religious  effort? 

A:  The  party  is  firmly  convinced;  I  don’t  expect  them  to 
abandon  their  belief.  The  best  teacher  and  corrective  in 
everything  is  to  experience  the  development  of  history.  You 
could  come  to  Moscow,  to  the  U.S.S.R.  today,  and  see  we 
have  achieved  something  —  where  many  said  it  was 
impossible. 

Q :  How  do  you  continue  to  run  the  course? 

A:  I  like  to  use  the  metaphor  of  the  ocean.  If  you  are 
standing  on  the  shore  with  a  big  wave  coming,  you  can  either 
stand  firm  and  straight  —  and  perish  —  or  you  can  bend  to 
meet  the  wave  —  and  you  will  not  be  taken  into  the  ocean  but 
still  be  there.  The  wave  will  come  again,  but  don’t  be 
terrified.  Bend  and  meet  the  wave  and  it  will  go  over  you  and 
you  can  breathe  again. 

Also,  another  metaphor:  run  a  zig-zag  line.  Don’t  despair 
but  find  ways  to  avoid  obstacles  and  continue.  And  if  it  is 
impossible  today,  try  tomorrow  and  tomorrow  .  .  .  and 
tomorrow. 


Religion  popular  again 

Survey  finds  student  religious  interest  growing 


Book  examines  St.  Paul 
on  four  modern  day  issues 


KEENE,  N.H. _ (RNS)  -  Student 

interest  in  religion  has  noticeably 
increased  in  the  last  five  years  and  the 
trend  is  expected  to  continue,  according 
to  an  informal  spot  check  of  liberal  arts 
colleges  and  universities  across  the 
nation. 

Among  indications  of  rising  religious 
interest  on  campuses  are  the  growing 
popularity  of  religion  courses,  the 
swelling  of  student  attendance  at 
religious  assemblies,  and  experiments 
that  indicate  Bible-based  community 
living. 

More  than  250  students  at  the 
University  of  Denver  jammed  a  200-seat 
auditorium  recently  for  a  debate  titled 
“What  is  the  Evidence  for  the  Existence 
of  God?”  according  to  the  survey  by 
Gehrung  Associates  University 
Relations  Counselors  Inc.  here. 

James  Kirk,  chairman  of  the  religious 
studies  department,  said  that  five  years 
ago  only  a  handful  of  students  would 
have  turned  out  for  such  an  event. 

A  number  of  schools  reported  surging 
interest  in  religious  studies.  Ithaca 
(N.Y.)  College  said  it  has  instituted  23 
new  courses  in  religious  studies  in  the 
last  five  years  in  response  to  student 
interest.  The  faculty  at  the  University  of 
Missouri  (Columbia)  School  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  has  unanimously  voted  to 
establish  a  new  department  of  religion 
this  fall. 

Donald  Albriecht,  assistant  director  of 
student  activities  at  Texas  A&M 
University  in  College  Station  said 
students  in  almost  every  dormitory  have 
organized  informal  Bible-reading  groups 
and  a  group  of  students  at  Kenyon 
College,  Gambier,  Ohio,  has  rented  a 
house  and  is  experimenting  in 
community  living  based  on  passages  of 


"The  Moral  Teaching  of  Paul"  by 
Victor  Paul  Furnish,  Abingdon,  1979,  143 
pp.,  *4. 95. 

By  LON  B.  CHESNUTT 

I  can  still  remember  a  seminary 
conversation  of  some  20  years  ago  with  a 
friend  about  the  Apostle  Paul.  I  was 
excited  about  his  vibrance  and  his 
preaching  on  grace;  but  my  female 
friend  responded,  “After  what  he  said 
about  women.  I’ve  never  had  much  use 
for  Paul.” 

Victor  Paul  Furnish  would  call  that 
put-down  the  “White  Elephant” 
approach  to  Paul.  In  his  new  book,  “The 
Moral  Teaching  of  Paul,”  that  approach 
is  identified  as  one  of  two  most  common 
errors.  Something  is  a  “White  Elephant” 
when  a  part  seems  to  be  outdated; 
thereby  the  whole  can  be  dismissed.  The 
other  grave  error  is  where  a  reader 
views  every  word  as  somehow  divinely 
inspired  and  correct.  The  error  here  is 
ignoring  the  author’s  context  of  time  and 
circumstance  and  making  it  into  a 
“Sacred  Cow.” 

This  small  book  is  a  brilliant  exposition 
on  four  issues  being  debated  in 
contemporary  society  —  marriage  and 
divorce  with  particular  implication  for 
sexual  intercourse,  homosexuality, 
women  in  the  church,  and  a  Christian’s 
attitude  toward  governing  authorities. 
Dr.  Furnish  teaches  New  Testament  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas,  and  says 
his  book  is  geared  for  laity.  But  it 
demands  a  layperson  already  familiar 
with  the  broad  scope  of  Paul’s  thought. 

Dr.  Furnish  sheds  light  on  the 
homosexual  controversy  through  a 
carefully  employed  biblical  — 
psychological  —  theological  method. 
Examining  first  the  context  in  which 
Paul  wrote,  he  explodes  the  commonly 
held  view  which  polarizes  Christian 
virtue  against  homosexuality.  He  then 


tediously  examines  the  I  Corinthians  6:9 
and  Romans  1:26-29  passages  to  show 
that  Paul’s  real  target  was  idolatry,  in 
which  people  were  worshipping  what  was 
created  —  either  humans  or  idols  — 
rather  than  the  Creator. 

His  exposition  will  not  satisfy  anyone 
who  is  already  “against”  homosexuals; 
but  for  one  seriously  searching  for  a 
Christian  stance,  he  helps  relate 
scripture  to  contemporary  society’s 
knowledge  of  psycho-sociological 
influences  on  personality. 

The  chapter  on  marriage  and  divorce 
sets  Paul’s  teaching  within  the 
framework  of  one  who  expected  the 
imminent  ending  of  the  world.  Thus  the 
admonitions  on  sex  are  to  be  seen  in  the 
larger  context  of  the  Christian’s 
absolute  obedience  to  God. 

In  the  chapter  on  Christians  and 
governing  authorities,  he  takes  the 
troublesome  Romans  13:1-7  passage  and 
shows  how  the  underlying  historical 
setting  in  Rome  called  for  members  of  a 
Christian  community  who  could  be 
model  citizens  under  Caesar  while  still 
maintaining  their  ultimate  allegiance  to 
God. 

In  our  time  of  rising  sentiments  on 
women’s  rights,  Dr.  Furnish  reveals 
Paul  not  as  anti -feminist  but  as  radical  in 
his  affirmation  of  the  leadership  roles 
which  women  were  already  playing  in 
young  churches.  He  thunders  loud  on 
Paul’s  basic  affirmation  that  those  who 
are  “in  Christ”  are  “neither  Greek  nor 
Jew,  male  nor  female.” 

With  each  chapter,  Dr.  Furnish  lists 
many  other  sources  for  extensive  study; 
but  in  choosing  to  focus  on  a  very  limited 
arena,  he  has  enlightened  the  whole  of 
the  faithful  apostle’s  witness. 

Mr.  Chesnutt  is  pastor  of  yoked 
congregations,  the  St.  John  United 
Methodist/Presbyterian  Church  in 
Columbia.  Md. 


ZACAPOAXTLA, 
Mexico  —  Hector 
Rocha  of  Monter¬ 
rey  works  to  help 
build  a  pig  pen  for 
one  of  the  residents 
in  a  small  village 
near  here  as  a  part 
of  the  Methodist 
youth  summer  ex¬ 
perience.  See  story 
below. 
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Mexican  youth  program 
helps  country,  church 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

Invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Tour 

October  22-29,  1979 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock”  in  Gethsemane.  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  “cover  the  country  ’  —  Sea  of  Galilee.  Bethlehem. 
Nazareth.  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea.  the  River  Jordan.  Capernaum.  Mary’s 
well.  Caesarea.  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  "charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land 
worship  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write : 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen.  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street.  Houston.  Texas  77002 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

CAMP  SIERRA  LINDA,  Mexico  —  One 
of  the  most  exciting  things  taking  place 
in  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  is  a 
program  which  grew  from  uneasy  youth 
faced  with  answering  challenges  placed 
before  them  to  help  meet  some  of  the 
problems  of  their  country.  The  result  is 
the  Summer  Youth  Mission  Training 
Program  —  and  it  is  changing  the 
concept  of  mission  within  the  church. 

In  July,  some  30  to  40  young  people 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  30  will  arrive 
here  at  the  Methodist  camp  near 
Monterrey,  Mexico,  for  the  sixth  annual 
Summer  Youth  Mission  Training 
Program.  They  will  spend  two  weeks  in 
intensive  training  and  then  spread  out  to 
all  parts  of  the  country  to  help  people  in 
villages  and  churches. 

Participants  come  from  many  parts  of 
Mexico  and  from  other  countries,  as 
well.  Some  are  students  in  high  school,  in 
college,  or  in  seminary.  Others  may  be 
pastors  or  professionals,  such  as 
teachers.  The  majority  are  Methodists, 
although  the  program  is  open  to  any 
denomination.  Many  participants  return 
year  after  year  for  all  or  part  of  the 
program.  Last  summer,  one  returned  as 
a  teacher  —  Rev.  Eliazar  Rivera  who 
was  leader  of  the  Youth  League  when  the 
program  was  conceived  and  now  serves 
as  Director  of  Youth  Work  in  the 
Northern  Conference. 

The  training  period  includes  courses  in 
Bible  study  methods,  administration, 
human  relations  and  Christian 
anthropology.  Participants  learn  ways  to 
be  more  effective  in  sharing  their  faith 
and  in  working  with  people  from  cultures 
and  life  styles  quite  different  from  their 
own.  They  work  and  worship  together 
and  learn  to  live  in  Christian  fellowship 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  training 
period,  groups  are  formed  for  each  of  the 
various  mission  locations,  and  those  in 
each  group  work  together  to  learn  all 
they  can  about  the  place  to  which  they 
will  go  and  make  plans  for  the  work  they 
will  do. 

The  work  has  been  primarily  in  lower 
economic  level  rural  and/or  indigenous 
areas,  although  in  1976  and  in  1977, 
groups  went  to  the  city  of  Merida  to  work 
among  the  upper  middle  class.  During 
the  five  years  of  the  program,  groups 
have  gone  to  10  states  in  Mexico. 

According  to  Alfredo  Cora,  director  of 
the  program,  plans  to  send  a  group 
outside  the  country,  to  a  Spanish 
speaking  congregation  in  the  United 
States,  will  probably  be  realized  for  the 
first  time  this  summer. 


In  churches  the  youth  do  such  things  as 
hold  services,  visit  the  members,  and 
work  with  the  children  in  vacation  Bible 
school.  There  is  a  great  hunger  for  these 
ministries  in  congregations  which  have 
no  pastor  or  which  may  share  a  pastor 
with  as  many  as  five  other  churches. 

The  program  reaches  out  to  a  variety 
of  needs.  Last  summer,  two  groups 
provided  medical  treatment;  one  group 
helped  the  community  and  created  good 
relations  by  painting  the  kiosk  in  the 
plaza  and  installing  electricity;  other 
groups  painted  churches,  built  benches 
for  a  new  church,  and  helped  a  brother 
build  a  pen  for  a  pig  he  was  to  receive 
through  Operation  Heifer.  Still  another 
group  baptized  23  believers  who  were 
waiting  for  someone  to  come  who  was 
qualified  to  do  it. 

Probably  the  most  important  objective 
which  the  Summer  Youth  Mission 
Training  Program  is  reaching  is  the 
difficult  one  of  changing  the  attitude  of  a 
church  that  has  a  strong  heritage  of 
believing  itself  to  be  merely  a  mission 
church;  therefore,  it  cannot  do  great 
things. 

“For  a  long  time,”  states  Mr.  Rivera, 
“our  church  received  the  aid  of 
missionaries  —  even  now  there  are  many 
—  but  never  did  we  have  the  idea  nor  the 
vision  of  producing  missionaries.  We 
were  conditioned  to  our  particular  idea  of 
what  a  missionary  is  —  someone  who 
comes  from  afar.  Now  the  church  is 
awakening  to  the  idea  that  it  doesn’t  have 
to  be  someone  from  afar,  that  we  don’t 
have  to  be  receiving,  but  that  we  can 
even  be  giving.” 

Ms.  Sappington  is  a  free  lance  writer 
and  a  United  Methodist  who  lives  in 
Sonora.  Texas. 

Atheist  loses  effort 

WASHINGTON  (EP)— The  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  announced  here  it  will  not 
hear  atheist  Madalyn  Murray  O'Hair’s 
challenge  to  the  constitutionality  of  the 
motto  "In  God  We  Trust”  on  coins  and 
currency  The  high  court’s  action  marks 
the  final  defeat  of  the  Austin,  Texas- 
based  O’Hair’s  efforts  to  remove  the 
slogan. 

The  challenged  slogan  has  appeared  on 
U.S.  coins  for  more  than  a  century  and  on 
all  currency  since  1955,  when  former 
President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  signed 
into  law  a  bill  requiring  that  it  be  used. 
Over  the  past  17  years,  Mrs.  O’Hair  has 
come  to  the  Supreme  Court  challenging 
the  constitutionality  of  various  religious 
practices  in  public  life. 


the  Bible. 

Gehrung  Associates  said  they  found  a 
variety  of  explanations  for  the  rising 
interest  in  religion  when  they  talked  to 
students  and  administrators: 

•  Many  saw  the  movement  toward 
religion  as  a  conservative  trend,  par¬ 
ticularly  among  Jews  and  Christians. 

•  Students  showed  keen  interest  in 
values  and  fundamental  questions  con¬ 
cerning  immorality  and  responsibility.  A 
sharp  upswing  was  evident  in  ethics 
studies  in  all  fields  including  law, 


engineering  and  medicine. 

•  Many  students  and  administrators 
called  attention  to  the  need  of  students 
for  stability  and  community.  They  noted 
that  antiwar  efforts  provided  a  sense  of 
community  in  the  late  1960s  and  early 
1970s.  Students  are  now  seen  turning  to 
religion  for  a  sense  of  belonging. 

•  “More  and  more  students  are 
delighted  to  discover  that  the  act  of 
worship  can  be  enjoyable,”  observed 
Father  Ambrose  Mclnnis,  director  of  the 
Catholic  Center  at  Tulane  University. 


College  students  told 
how  to  deal  with  cults 


“condensing  their  faith  onto  bumper 
stickers”? 

•  Do  they  allow  members  to  maintain 
contact  with  friends  and  family? 

•  Do  they  ask  members  to  turn  their 
backs  on  their  own  traditions? 

•  Are  recruits  asked  to  do  mindless 
work? 

•  Do  they  allow  new  members  to  follow 
intellectual  pursuits  in  the  arts  and 
sciences? 

•  Are  new  recruits  allowed  to  disrupt 
the  discipline  of  entry  into  the  group 
when  doubts  arise? 

•  Does  the  group  allow  members  to 
understand  other  religious  traditions 
that  are  different? 

Dr.  Marty  writes  that  new  students  are 
“ripe  for  plucking”  when  they  first  come 
onto  campus,  and  individuals  should  not 
be  overcome  by  easy  flattery. 

His  advice  is  meant  to  help  students 
understand  the  difference  "between  good 
commitments  and  bad,  humanizing 
groups  and  dehumanizing  ones.”  If  the 

Uftj  concern  oid  student  is  patient  and  cr>ticai-  according 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  College 
students  who  come  in  contact  with  sects 
and  cults  should  ask  some  hard  questions 
before  joining  up,  according  to  Dr. 
Martin  E.  Marty,  well-known  University 
of  Chicago  professor. 

Writing  in  the  1979  issue  of 
“Orientation,”  a  United  Methodist 
annual  publication,  due  out  July  1,  for 
first-year  college  and  university 
students,  the  Lutheran  pastor-church 
historian-author-lecturer  advised  the 
students  to  ask  several  questions  before 
joining  what  he  calls  “intensive  religious 
groups”: 

•  Do  recruiters  for  these  groups  insist 
on  having  the  student  all  to  themselves? 

•  Do  members  of  the  group  slide  over 
the  problem  of  suffering  by  insisting  on 
smiling  all  the  time? 

•  Do  they  give  simplistic  answers  — 

Nicaragua  gets 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Two  top 
executives  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  sent  a  telegram  to 
President  Jimmy  Carter  on  June  20 
urging  him  to  support  “the  will  of  the 
Nicaraguan  people  by  recognizing  the 
provisional  government”  in  the  Central 
American  republic. 

Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones  Jr.,  general 
secretary  of  the  board,  and  Dr.  Lois 
Miller,  head  of  its  World  Division,  also 
pled  with  the  U.S.  President  not  to 
support  “any  unilateral  or  multilateral 
action  to  intervene  in  Nicaragua.” 

There  is  no  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nicaragua,  but  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  has 
given  $35,000  since  the  first  of  March  to 
aid  victims  of  the  civil  strife  there,  the 
funds  going  to  the  ecumenical 
development  agency  there  known  as 
CEP  AD  (Evangelical  Committee  to  Help 
Development). 


to  Dr.  Marty,  the  student  will  find  other 
people  who  will  support  the  search  for 
faith. 

The  tabloid,  published  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  also  includes  a  survey  of 
human  rights  by  Robert  Maurer,  a  staff 
member  of  Amnesty  International;  a 
report  on  four  different  campuses  by  the 
Rev.  Judy  L.  Weidman,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  board  ;  a  debate 
by  two  members  of  the  collegiate 
associations  involved  on  how  Title  IX 
affects  women’s  college  athletics;  an 
article  on  the  meaning  of  freedom  by 
former  Chaplain  Claude  Evans  of 
Southern  Methodist  University;  a 
discussion  of  adjusting  tp  the  campus  by 
Vanderbilt  Chaplain  Mary-Lynn 
Ogletree;  and  a  critique  of  the  work  of 
artist  Edvard  Munch  by  Dr.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter,  general  secretary  of  the  board. 


Am e ric a  nism  s ’  answers] 

(1)  "It  is  better  to  trust  in  the  Lord 
than  to  put  confidence  in  man.” 

(2)  Habakkuk  has  only  three  chapters. 

(3)  (a.)  Benjamin,  (b.)  Noah  and 
Daniel,  (c.)  Nathaniel,  (d.)  Andrew,  (e.) 
Stephen. 

(4)  Martha 

(5)  Proclaim  liberty  throughout  all  the 
land  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof 
(Lev.  25: 10) 

(6)  "ways”;  "summer"  (Prov.  6:6; 
30:25) 

(7)  Elisha  (II  Kings  2:23) 

(8)  Phinehas  (Ps.  106:30) 

(9)  The  listeners.  The  phrase  is:  “I  am 
escaped  with  the  skin  of  my  teeth.”  (Job 
19:20) 

(10)  “The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of 
all  evil.”  (I  Tim.  6: 10) 


Classified 


DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  for  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference.  Send  resume  before 
August  1  to  Dr  Robert  C  Siess.  223  Fourth  Ave. 
Pittsburgh.  Pa  .  15222. 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  needed  by 
Methodist  institution,  serving  seven  annual 
conferences.  Must  be  experienced  in  generating 
deftrred  giving  and  endowment  funds  for 
institutions.  Knowledge  of  United  Methodist  Church 
helpful.  Contact  Harold  Burkhardt,  President. 
Methodist  Mission  Home.  6487  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  (Send  resume.)  Phone  (512) 
096-2410  or  492-9662 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Training  in  Christian 

Education  required.  Experience  desired.  Church  has 
2,500  members,  competent  staff  and  excellent 
facilities.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact:  Mrs.  Toy  F 
Reid,  P.  O.  Box  1346,  Kingsport,  Tenn.  37662.  (615) 
247-4977.  


WANTED:  BI  LINGUAL  MINISTER  as  Director  of 

Spanish-American  Ministries  Position  as  Associate 
Pastor  of  prestigious  metropolitan  church  in  New 
Orleans,  available  immediately  Excellent  potential 
for  growth  of  program  outreach  in  midst  of  large 
Spanish  community.  Salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  experience  and  abilities.  Submit 
application  and  resume  to:  L.  Palazzo.  6017  Camphor 
St..  Metairie.  La.  70003.  


OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  tour, 

Germany,  Austria.  Finland.  Riesia.  August  1960 
Free  brochure.  Dr  Ira  B.  Allen,  tour  guide,  over 
thirty  years  travel  experience.  1015  Cedar  Ave. 
Redlands,  Ca.  92373. 


LAST  CALL  for  21-day  Balkan  Tour  to  Yugoslavia. 
Greece.  Bulgaria,  Romania.  Hungary  Leaving  from 
Miami  August  7  $1995  complete.  Write  Dr.  Harold 
Buell,  Box  12144.  Gainesville.  Fla.  32604.  Phone  (904) 
376-6353. 

EXPERIENCED  ORGANIST  /  DIRECTOR  OF 
MUSIC  seeks  full-time  employment.  DMA  from  a 
prestigious  mid-western  university.  For  references 
and  resume  write.  Organist,  P.  O  Box  2125,  Wichita 
Falls,  Tex  ,76307 


DYNAMIC.  GROWING  CHURCH  in  Orange  County, 
California,  seeks  Director  of  Christian  Education  to 
direct  youth  and  educational  programs,  beginning 
August,  1979.  Experience  in  developing  youth 
programs,  degree  in  education  or  religion  preferred. 
Send  resume  to  University  United  Methodist  Church, 
18422  Culver  Drive,  Irvine,  Ca  92715 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  wanted 
1100  membership.  Requires  experienced  person 
who  desires  to  work  with  all  age  levels  Challenge  of 
utilizing  new  facility  Salary  negotiable  Send 
resume  to  Englewood  United  Methodist  Church,  700 
E  Dearborn.  Englewood.  Fla  33533 


ANALYST  PROGRAMMER  Two  to  three  years 
experience  using  COBOL  and  a  knowledge  of  Basic 
Assembler  Language  required.  Please  send  letter 
and  resume  describing  qualifications  and  giving 
minimum  salary  expectation  to  Employment  Office. 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  201  Eighth 
Ave.  South.  Nashville.  Tenn.  37202 


SUMANTA  NEEDS 
YOUR  HELP 


Vs 


During  this  International  Year  of 
the  Child,  WORLD’S  CHILDREN, 
INC.  is  committed  to  helping  just  as 
many  children  as  possible,  feeding 
them  with  food  for  both  body  and 
spirit.  SUMANTA  is  one  of  these 
youngsters  from  Calcutta,  India,  and 
he  has  known  nothing  but  poverty. 
Recently  Sumanta  was  accepted  at 
Lee  Collins  Boys’  Home  but  we  need 
your  help  to  feed,  educate  and  clothe 
him. 

You  could  sponsor  Sumanta  or 
another  child  like  him  in  one  of  58 
Christian  orphanages  in  11 
countries.  The  sponsor  is  given  full 
information  on  “his”  child:  picture, 
name,  address  and  case  history  plus 
details  of  the  orphanage  where  the 
child  lives. 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  only  $10  a 
month  and  all  donations  to 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  are 
tax-deductible.  WCI  is  a  Christian 
corporation,  founded  in  1965.  The 
staff  sent  88%  of  all  funds  received 
overseas  for  the  children  in  1978.  An 
audit  is  available  upon  request. 

Wouldn’t  you  like  to  join  our 
family  of  sponsors?  Sumanta  is  a 
deserving  child  and  would  be 
thrilled  to  learn  of  a  family, 
individual  or  group  that  would  want 
to  sponsor  him.  No  contracts  are 
signed.  Only  one  sponsor  is  assigned 
per  child  and  you  can  write  the  child 
if  you  wish.  Please  write  us  for  more 
details. 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 

the  need  is  greatest  _ 

I  prefer  a  child  in  _ 

Enclosed  is  payment  for  first 

month _ _ 

For  full  year _ 


Name 

Street 

City 

State  and  Zip 

Write  to;  Mrs.  Carol  A  Ivey.  Director.  V  0 
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Jesus  speaks  through 
the  Census  Report 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  article  was 
reprinted  from  the  Holston  Conference 
newspaper  for  your  interest. 


By  CURTIS  SCHOFIELD 


I  have  been  reading  the  census  reports. 
Sounds  boring,  doesn’t  it?  What  can  be 
interesting  in  all  those  heaps  of 
statistics? 

In  the  pile  of  figures,  I  discovered  a 
fact  that  is  a  gem  to  us  United  Methodists 
of  Holston.  The  number  of  young  adults 
between  25  and  34  increased  faster  than 
any  other  segment  of  the  population 
between  1970  and  mid-1978.  The  25  to  34 
year  old  group  increased  35  percent 
during  the  first  eight-and-one-half  years 
of  this  decade. 

It  is  this  very  group  that  lately  we  have 
failed  to  reach  for  the  church.  Look  at 
our  churches,  and  you  will  find  most  of 
the  “young  adult”  classes  are  made  up  of 
persons  who  are  35-years-old  and  above. 
I  searched  the  joi|rnals  not  long  ago  and 
discovered  that  we  have  only  half  as 
many  children  in  Holston’s  Sunday 
School  today  as  we  did  in  1960.  “Why?”  I 
asked.  Someone  answered,  “Not  very 
many  children  are  born  to  people  over 
35!” 

Two-and-one-half  years  ago,  a  church 
in  the  Knoxville  District  became 
disturbed  about  its  ten  years  of  decline  in 
the  Sunday  School.  In  the  self-study  the 
pastor  asked.  “Why  do  we  have  only  two 
baby  beds  in  the  nursery?”  The  answer 


he  received  was,  “We  never  have  more 
than  two  babies.” 

Since  the  self-study,  that  church  has 
organized  three  Sunday  School  classes 
for  young  couples  and  has  provided 
nursery  space.  On  the  second  Sunday  in 
May,  there  were  60  children  from  four- 
years-old  and  under. 

That  church  has  made  a  great 
discovery.  People  under  30  have  more 
children.  They  will  respond  to  a  church 
which  will  care  for  them. 

We  have  a  great  opportunity  today 
with  this  large  group  of  25  to  34  year  olds 
among  us.  Most  of  them  are  unchurched. 
Most  of  them  are  searching  for  greater 
intimacy  in  relationships.  Most  of  them 
feel  a  need  for  a  Christian  education  for 
their  young  children.  Most  of  them  do 
feel  at  home  in  a  church  where  the 
church  has  specifically  organized  them 
and  the  church  facilities  to  meet  their 
needs  for  fellowship,  learning  and  child 
care.  Many  of  them  will  respond  to  the 
church  which  will  respond  to  them. 

Let  us  pray  that  God  will  give  us  the 
grace  to  stop  feeling  sorry  for  ourselves 
because  of  the  decline  and  have  the  same 
spirit  that  Jesus  had  “as  he  saw  the 
crowds,  his  heart  was  filled  with  pity  for 
them,  because  they  were  worried  and 
helpless,  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd." 
So  he  said  to  his  disciples,  “There  is  a 
large  harvest,  but  few  workers  to  gather 
it  in.  Pray  to  the  owner  of  the  harvest 
that  he  will  send  out  workers  to  gather  in 
his  harvest.”  (Matt.  9:36-38) 


Population  profile 


By  PHIL  ERNST 


65+ 

17  million 
25  million 


AGES  0-5  18-24 

1961  20  million  16  million 

1979  16  million  29  million 

The  above  statistics  from  Lyle  Schaller  on  the  American  population  reflect  how 
dramatic  the  change  is  that  has  taken  place  in  our  nation.  They  indicate  we  are 
moving  from  a  child/youth  society  to  an  adult  dominated  society,  and  they  also  show 
why  some  of  the  changes  have  occurred  in  our  Church  School  enrollments  in  recent 
years  (4  million  fewer  children). 

To  me,  the  phenomenal  point  is  the  growth  of  the  “young  adult”  group,  and  in  his 
mid-quadrennium  report  Warren  Hartman  says  that  our  United  Methodist  statistics 
reflect  that  this  group  is  turning  to  the  church  in  greater  numbers. 

It  has  been  heartening  to  me  to  see  that  many  of  our  smaller  churches  have  been 
responding  to  the  young  adults  in  their  area.  I  have  discovered  this  spring  that  some 
of  these  churches  have  begun  either  new  young  adult  church  school  classes  or  young 
adult  fellowships  which  meet  monthly  for  a  meal  and  a  program. 

If  we  are  to  continue  to  attract  and  minister  to  more  of  this  young  adult  segment  of 
our  population,  we  will  need  to  offer  more  short-term  studies  based  on  their  interests 
and  needs  and  offer  them  at  times  which  are  convenient  to  their  schedules.  Some  aids 
for  our  churches  in  planning  these  ministries  are:  “Developing  Ministries  with  Young 
Adults,”  a  kit  from  our  A  V  Library  at  Johnson  City  which  contains  tapes,  articles  and 
other  resources;  and  “Young  Adult  Connection,”  a  newsletter  which  can  be  ordered 
from  “Young  Adult  Connection,"  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tn.  37202. 


— Around  the  Conference — 


In  memoriam 


Methodist  artist 


William  Roy  Akin,  retired  Local 
Pastor,  died  on  June  18,  1979.  Reverend 
Akin  has  lived  in  Sibley,  Louisiana  since 
his  retirement  in  1968. 


Senior  day 


OPELOUSAS  —  Senior  Day  was  ob¬ 
served  at  La.  Memorial  UMC  April  29. 
Six  high  school  graduates  were 
presented  books. 


Open  Ear 


SHREVEPORT  -  Open  Ear.  Inc., 
Shreveport  and  Bossier  City’s  crisis 
invervention  and  referral  telephone 
service,  has  announced  Dianne  Rohrer 
has  been  named  the  executive  director. 
She  is  a  senior  at  Centenary  College  and 
has  been  involved  in  Open  Ear  for  the 
past  three  years. 


I \ 

The  Huynh  Family,  boat  people  from  Vietnam,  are  being 
sponsored  by  the  Missions  work  area  of  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell, 
for  resettlement  in  America.  Mission  coordinators  at  Aldersgate 
are  A1  and  Pat  Robinson. 


Tragedy  strengthens  faith 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Often,  churches  in 
our  conference  face  changes  and 


Call  a  complaint 


Every  week  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  prepares  a  three 
minute  update  on  what  is  going  on  in  the  world  of  missions.  Here 
tape-recording  a  transmission  of  Newsline/Global  is  Bruce 
Newman,  information  specialist  for  InfoServe.  The  tape  will  be 
placed  on  an  InfoServ  answering  device  for  use  when  regular 
consultant  service  is  not  operative  —  from  4  p.m.  to  8  a  m. 
(Central  Time)  on  weekdays  and  all  day  Saturday  and  Sunday.  For 
this  service  of  United  Methodist  Communications,  a  World  Service 
agency,  callers  nationwide  are  urged  to  dial  800-251-8140. 

In  addition  to  providing  up-to-date  information,  InfoServ  permits 
a  caller  to  register  comments  and  opinions,  which  are  then  given  to 
appropriate  church  agencies. 


tragedies  that  few  outside  of  their  area 
know  of.  This  is  the  story  of  several 
Louisiana  churches  that  kept  their  faith 
and  carried  on  God's  work  in  spite  of 
tragedy.  One  member  wrote  and  shared 
this  story  which  we  thought  you  would 
enjoy  reading. 

The  membership  of  the  Bernice, 
Summerfield  and  Beech  Grove  United 
Methodist  Churches  are  acquainted  with 
sorrow  and  they  know  discouragement, 
but  they  carry  on. 

Brother  Claude  Crotwell,  the  pastor, 
had  worked  to  challenege  the  Council  on 
Ministries  for  a  full  summer  program. 
The  calendar  was  crowded  with 
activities.  Eight  young  people  were  to  be 
baptized  and  received  into  the  Church  on 
Palm  Sunday  at  the  Bernice  Church.  A 
revival  was  scheduled.  But  after 
preaching  at  the  Summerfield  Church  at 
9: 30,  on  April  10,  he  became  ill  and  before 
the  service  started  at  Bernice.  Rev. 
Crotwell  was  in  an  ambulance  on  the  way 
to  the  hospital. 

Three  days  later,  he  died  of  a  massive 
heart  attack.  The  program  was 
temporarily  suspended  as  the  shock  of 
the  pastor’s  death  moved  through  the 
community. 

The  District  Superintendent,  Rev. 


Robert  Peyton,  preached  on  the  17 
(Easter  Sunday)  and  the  Church 
program  began  moving  again.  Rev. 
Peyton  appointed  Karl  Tooke  to  serve 
until  annual  conference. 

The  activities  program,  formerly 
planned,  went  into  action.  All  services 
were  scheduled.  The  Revival  was 
postponed,  but  will  be  later  in  the 
summer.  The  attitude  of  the  members 
was  expressed  by  Board  Chairman  Tom 
Head  as  he  spoke  to  the  congregation  — 
"We  need  the  help  of  every  member  and 
we  are  going  to  keep  our  Church 
program  moving  and  going  forward.” 

The  Men’s  Club,  the  Methodist  Women, 
the  Choir,  the  Youth,  the  Young  Adults 
and  the  Church  School  all  were  hard  at 
work. 

The  new  Pastor  appointed  is  the 
Reverend  Cecil  Mims.  He  moved  into  the 
parsonage  on  Wednesday,  June  6.  The 
membership  waited  anxiously  in  all 
three  Churches  (Bernice.  Summerfield 
and  Beech  Grove)  for  Brother  Mims 
arrival.  Brother  and  Mrs.  Mims  were 
invited  to  a  series  of  group  meetings  to 
get  acquainted  (groups  of  10  or  12 
persons ) . 

The  Church  is  being  painted  and  all 
activities  are  moving  along  as  the  young 
people  leave  on  a  trip  which  has  been 
planned  several  weeks. 


Our  readers  respond 


Yesterday  was  special 


July  events 


*  JURISDICTION  YOUTH  MINISTRY 
ENTERPRISE  ( JYME) 


Date  — July  9-13. 

Place  —  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetville,  Ark. 

Audience  —  Senior  High  Youth  and 
Adults  from  local  church,  District  and 
Conference  levels  of  church 

Purpose  —  to  provide  inspiration, 
fellowship  and  study  for  senior  high 
youth  and  workers  with  youth  in  the 
jurisdiction. 

Cost  —  $37  per  person  registration  fee 
(room/meals/travel  in  addition) 

*  LABORATORY/SEMINAR 

Date  — July  14-20 

Place  —  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 

Audience  —  (see  Sacramento  Lab,  July 
7-13  for  details) 

Cost  —  $45  for  adults  in  Laboratory 
$60  for  adults  in  Lab/Seminar 
(room/meals/travel  in  addition) 

*  CREATIVE  USE  OF  CONFLICT 

Date -July  17-19 

Place  —  Center  for  Continuing  Education 
University  of  Oklahoma,  Norman 

Audience  —  Annual  Conference  Staffs 
Cabinets 

Annual  Conference  Teams 


District  Teams 
Interested  Persons 

Purpose  —  To  explore  nature  of  conflict 
as  persons  experience  it:  within  self, 
interpersonally,  in  groups.  Become 
aware  of  characteristic  styles  of 
dealing  with  conflict.  To  become  more 
comfortable  in  entering  into  conflict 
situations. 

Leadership  —  Dr.  Louis  R.  Mobley 
Cost  —  $60  registration 
( includes  room/meals ) 

*  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  —  Limited 
to  workers  in  Churches  with  less  than 
100  members 
Date  -  July  23-26 

Place  —  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 
Audience  —  District  teams  of  workers 
from  churches  with  less  than  100 
members;  Annual  Conference  teams 
of  workers  from  churches  with  less 
than  100  members;  Annual 
Conference  staff  persons  and 
interested  persons  from  churches 
with  less  than  100  members. 

Purpose  —  To  train  teams  of  persons  to 
give  leadership  to  schools  inten¬ 
tionally  planned  for  workers  in 
churches  with  less  than  100  members 


Yesterday  was  a  special  day  for  me. 
When  my  daughter-in-law  asked  me  to  go 
shopping  with  her,  I  changed  from  my 
house  coat  into  a  last  summers  dress.  It 
is  a  navy  blue  with  white  polka  dots,  and 
is  cool.  I  thought  its  coolness  would  help 
me  brave  the  heat. 

In  the  grocery  store,  I  was  wheeling 
my  cart  up  one  aisle  and  down  another 
making  choices.  Then  I  met  a  woman 
who  smiled  at  me  and  said,  “What  a 
pretty  dress  you  are  wearing,  you  look' so 
nice.”  I  replied.  “Thank  you  but  it  is  a 
last  year  dress.”  “She  smiled  and  said, 
“You  look  lovely.”  My  answer  was, 
“Thank  you,  you  have  made  my  day.” 

After  checking  out  at  the  counter.  I 
wheeled  my  cart  down  the  platform  to 


the  parked  car.  I  picked  up  a  lighter 
package  and  took  a  step  toward  the  car 
when  I  heard  a  voice  say,  “Let  me  carry 
your  bags  for  you.  Which  is  your  car?”  As 
I  looked  at  him,  I  noticed  he  had  but  one 
arm.  I  said,  “I  think  I  can  manage.” 
But  he  came  to  the  cart  and  picked  up 
one  of  the  heavy  bags,  then  returned  for 
the  second.  I  expressed  my  thanks  and 
we  both  looked  at  one  another  and 
smiled,  our  thanks  and  caring. 

Yes’  yesterday  was  a  day  of  adventure 
in  human  kindness.  So  little  expressed 
so  much. 

Claire  Goldsmith 
Broadmoor  UMC 
Baton  Rouge 


New  foundation  trustees  named 


At  the  recent  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  four  new  Trustees 
were  named  for  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana. 

They  are  James  L.  Cathey  former 
Mayor  of  Bossier  City,  and  member  of 
First  Church  of  Bossier,  Andrew  Weir  of 
Metairie,  an  attorney  and  member  of 
First  Church  of  New  Orleans,  Mrs.  Ralph 
Johnson  of  DeRidder,  who  is  a  member 
of  First  Church  of  DeRidder.  and  Bill 
Thomason  of  Sulphur,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  Henning  Memorial  Church. 

Other  Trustees  who  were  renominated 
for  a  term  of  three  years  are  Mrs.  Nancy 


M.  Carruth,  Bunkie,  Dr.  Douglas  L. 
McGuire.  Monroe,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Monroe  District,  Judge 
C.  A.  Marvin,  District  Judge,  Minden, 
Thomas  H  Matheny,  Hammond,  Dr. 
Merlin  W.  Merrill,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church  in  Ruston,  George  D.  Nelson, 
Shreveport,  Jack  Paris,  Lafayette,  John 
C.  Wagnon,  Alexandria,  Shelby  L.  Smith, 
Shreveport,  J.  Hugh  Watson,  Shreveport, 
Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Williams,  pastor  of 
Peck  United  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Orleans,  and  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Shreveport  District  Superintendent, 
Shreveport.  — 


SHREVEPORT  —  On  July  7,  Ashley 
Taswell  Law,  an  ordained  deacon  of  the 
Methodist  church  who  resides  in 
Shreveport,  will  unveil  a  large  oil 
painting  of  Demos  and  Rose  Shakarian  at 
the  World  Convention  of  the  Full  Gospel 
of  Business  Men’s  Fellowship 
International  in  New  Orleans. 

Demos  Sharkarian  has  been  called  one 
of  the  “greatest  Christian  laymen  living.” 

After  graduating  from  the  Corcoran 
School  of  Fine  Arts  in  Washington.  D.C. 
in  1913,  Law  prepared  for  the  ministry  at 
Chicago’s  Christian  Training  School  and 
the  Bible  Institute  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

He  has  painted  portraits  of  several 
Methodist  bishops,  Oral  and  Evelyn 
Roberts  and  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Gerald  Ford.  He  presented  the 
Bicentennial  Portraits  of  the  Ford’s  at 
the  White  House  in  1976. 


Student  Day  and  US 


From  all  50  states,  to  all  50  states,  in  all  50 
states.  All  over  the  United  States. 

That  is  the  ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Loan  and  Scholarship  Fund  in  1978,  as  the 
map  shows.  The  figures  are  the  amounts  dis¬ 
tributed  to  students,  state  by  state,  from  the 
Loan  and  Scholarship  Fund  last  year. 

Just  as  students  in  every  state  have  benefited 
from  the  fund.  United  Methodist  churches  in 
every  state  are  asked  to  make  possible  the 
continuing  ministry  of  the  fund  — through  the 
United  Methodist  Student  Day  offering  on 
June  10. 

Other  figures  indicate  how  the  Student  Day 
offering  helps  make  a  difference  for  United 
Methodist  students  and  their  families  in  a  time 
of  runaway  education  costs: 

In  1978  a  total  of  $1,627,110  was  loaned 
to  2,1 12  United  Methodist  students,  and  more 
than  $600,000  was  granted  in  1,281  scholar¬ 
ships.  partly  funded  from  Student  Day  receipts. 

Student  Day  leaders  say  the  100  plus  years 
of  work  of  the  Loan  and  Scholarship  Fund  will 
continue  largely  as  United  Methodists  respond 
to  the  Student  Day  offering  goal  of  $1  million. 
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United  Methodist  Communications 
1 200  Davis  Street  Evanston  111  b0201 


$35,900 

Alabama 

$10,800  Hawaii 

$  6,750  Montana 

500 

Alaska 

3.750  Idaho 

39,000  Nebraska 

11,550 

Arizona 

93,380  Illinois 

2,600  Nevada 

41,400 

Arkansas 

67.300  Indiana 

2,000  New  Hampshire 

105,120 

California 

38.510  Iowa 

41,525  New  Jersey 

$  60,240  South  Carolina 

21,384 

Colorado 

58.415  Kansas 

60,475  New  Mexico 

20,200  South  Dakota 

13,175 

Connecticut 

43.245  Kentucky 

91,985  New  York 

129,620  Tennessee 

2,950 

Delaware 

27,050  Louisiana 

96,650  North  Carolina 

138,245  Texas 

99,740 

Florida 

6,735  Maine 

5,050  North  Dakota 

7,000  Utah 

99,920 

Georgia 

72,960  Maryland 

150,675  Ohio 

1,000  Vermont 

17,600  Massachusetts 

91,550  Oklahoma 

91.490  Virginia 

61,595  Michigan 

15,300  Oregon 

32,750  Washington 

15,600  Minnesota 

84,645  Pennsylvania 

24,850  West  Virginia 

53,045  Mississippi 

8,275  Puerto  Rico 

20,405  Wisconsin  / 

58,415  Missouri 

2,600  Rhode  Island 

5,800  Wyoming 

Distribution  of  funds  by  states  to  students  from 
The  United  Methodist  Loan  and  Scholarship  Funds,  1978 


<*»>***«*■■■•  Editor 

Vietnam’s  treatment  of  Chinese 
ethnics  deserves  condemnation 


It  is  mystifying  that  while  an  estimated 
20,000  persons  a  month  continue  to  die  in 
the  China  sea  —  set  adrift  by  a 
Vietnamese  government  which  is 
carrying  out  a  policy  of  genocide  against 
its  Chinese  ethnic  population  —  a  high 
ranking  American  official  would  com¬ 
ment:  “There  is  no  sense  in  trying  to 
cast  blame  or  condemn  anyone.” 

That  comment  by  U.N.  Ambassador 
Andrew  Young  is  incomprehensible  in 
the  face  of  a  situation  which  the  world 
press  has  called  a  “liquid  Auschwitz.” 
An  estimated  65,000  “boat  people”  — 
mainly  Vietnamese  nationals  of  Chinese 
descent  —  are  being  forced  out  of 
Vietnam  each  month.  It  is  estimated  that 
nearly  half  of  these  people  die  at  sea.  The 
other  half  reaches  neighboring  countries 
which  are  increasingly  hostile  to  their 
presence. 

It  is  not  just  coincidental  that  most  of 
these  “boat  people”  are  Chinese  ethnics. 
They  are  the  victims  of  a  barbarous 
policy  of  racism  imposed  on  Vietnam’s 
Chinese  population  following  the  recent 
conflict  between  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China  and  Vietnam.  The  choice  given 
these  persons  by  the  Vietnamese 
government  is  between  the  boats  and 
labor  camps. 


We  are  appalled  that  Ambassador 
Young  —  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister  who  has  seen  first  hand  and 
fought  against  racism  in  the  United 
States  for  so  long  —  would  make  such  a 
statement.  Any  nation  which  sincerely 
believes  in  justice  and  human  rights 
must  “condemn”  and  “cast  blame"  on 
Vietnam  for  what  is  going  on  with  its 
Chinese  ethnics. 

And  while  —  as  Mr.  Young  suggests  — 
much  of  the  blame  for  the  turmoil  in 
Vietnam  must  be  laid  on  America  for  its 
role  in  the  Vietnam  War  —  such  a  “guilt 
trip”  cannot  logically  be  used  to  lift  the 
burden  of  brutal  racism  from  the 
shoulders  of  the  Hanoi  government. 
While  the  United  States  must  answer  for 
its  own  past  sins  in  Vietnam,  persecution 
of  Chinese  ethnics  is  a  home-grown 
atrocity  of  the  Vietnamese  government 
which  must  be  condemned  for  what  it  is. 

We  hope  United  Methodists  and  others 
who  are  sickened  by  this  continuing 
genocide  will  let  President  Carter  and 
Mr.  Young  know  that  when  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  persons  are  herded  onto 
tiny  boats  and  forced  to  death  at  sea, 
someone  is  to  blame:  those  who  did  the 
forcing. 


Lessons  from  church  in  China 


As  the  long-closed  doors  of  China  have 
creaked  open  to  Americans  in  recent 
months.  United  Methodist  mission 
officials  have  made  numerous 
statements  to  the  effect  that  the  Chinese 
church  may  have  a  lot  to  teach  its 
American  counterpart. 

After  recent  comments  by  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  McIntosh  —  who  was  just  back 
from  his  second  visit  to  mainland  China 
in  13  months  —  it  appears  that  the 
“lesson”  may  have  already  begun. 

The  “lesson”  has  to  do  with  what 
“strength”  is  all  about  in  the  church. 

Dr.  McIntosh  pointed  out  in  an 
interview  with  TM/UMR  that  the 
Christian  church  in  China  is  a  “fragile” 
institution,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  a 
strong  church  in  other  ways  (see 
TM/UMR,  June  22).  He  said  that  while 
visible  signs  of  the  “institution”  we 
sometimes  call  the  church  are  alj  but 
gone,  the  commitment  of  those  who -have 
remained  active  Christians  despite  30 
years  under  a  communist  government  is 
undiluted  —  the  Body  of  Christ,  in  terms 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


of  commitment,  is  possibly  stronger  than 
it  has  ever  been. 

American  Christians  are  sometimes 
tempted  to  judge  the  strength  of  the 
church  solely  in  terms  of  its  institutional 
health.  While  institutional  health  — 
membership,  Sunday  worship 
attendance,  budget  level  and  programs 
—  is  an  undeniable  measure  of  the 
strength  of  the  church  as  it  has  evolved  in 
America,  we  should  be  grateful  for  the 
example  of  the  Chinese  church  which 
reminds  us  it  is  not  the  only  measure  of 
Christian  faithfulness. 

The  foundation  of  a  church  is  built  on 
the  faith  and  commitment  of  its 
members.  While  we  should  rejoice  at 
institutional  growth  and  prosperity,  we 
should  never  become  so  preoccupied 
with  these  tangible  “indicators”  that  we 
miss  seeing  the  basis  of  both  our  spiritual 
and  institutional  strength:  belief  in  and 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ,  wherever 
we  are  and  in  whatever  the  circum¬ 
stances  we  find  ourselves  confronting. 
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Young  writer 
articles  wanted 

Summer  vacation  provides  most 
young  people  with  time  to  develop 
new  talents  and  avenues  of 
expression. 

TM/UMR  is  offering  an 
opportunity  to  our  young  readers,  18 
years  and  younger,  to  try  their  hand 
this  summer  at  developing  news 
stories,  features,  inspirational  and 
opinion  articles,  poems  and  photo 
essays  for  publication  on  our  general 
news  pages  during  the  next  two 
months. 

The  best  submissions  will  appear 
in  print  and  their  writers  will 
receive  $5  for  each  published  item. 

Writers  are  encouraged  to  develop 
articles  on  a  broad  range  of  topics. 
For  starters,  stories  might  be 
developed  on  effective  church  youth 
activities,  workcamps,  service 
projects  or  Bible  study  programs. 
Or  perhaps  a  feature  article  could  be 
written  about  an  outstanding 
Christian  youth  or  youth  leader. 
Opinions  about  the  future  of  youth  in 
the  church  are  waiting  to  be  put  into 
words.  Individual  expressions  of 
faith  —  in  a  poem,  short  essay,  song, 
illustration,  cartoon  or  photo  are 
additional  possibilities. 

Articles  should  be  brief  and  to  the 
point,  and  should  reflect  an 
awareness  that  they  are  being 
written  for  a  nationwide,  United 
Methodist  reading  audience. 
Articles  will  be  selected  for 
publication  on  the  basis  of  their 
uniqueness,  readability,  relevance, 
and  length  in  relation  to  available 
space. 

Articles  should  be  typed,  if 
possible,  and  double  spaced.  Neat, 
handwritten  entries  are  acceptable. 
Pictures  or  illustrations  to 
accompany  written  stories  are 
encouraged. 

Mail  submissions  anytime 
between  now  and  August  21  to: 
Young  Writers,  The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222.  Entries  will  not  be 
returned  unless  you  enclose  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope. 
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Here  I  stand 

Nightmare  in  Guyana  offers 
lesson  to  United  Methodists 


By  KEN  UNGER 

The  incredible  nightmare  of  Guyana 
was  one  of  the  biggest  stories  of  1978, 
eclipsing  peace  talks,  celebrities  and 
even  inflation.  Though  pages  of  opinions 
have  been  penned  concerning  the 
Jonestown  cult,  I  wonder  if  we 
understood  the  message  it  most 
poignantly  conveys  to  United  Methodists. 

I  am  haunted  by  comments  from  two 
girls  who  belonged  to  the  People’s 
Temple.  Their  stories  betray  an 
unspoken  indictment  against  most 
American  churches. 

The  first  girl  left  the  cult  because  of  its 
ominously  bizarre  practices.  Since 
leaving  she  has  meandered  from  church 
to  church  searching  in  vain  for  a 
congregation  that  duplicates  the  caring 
love  she  experienced  in  the  People’s 
Temple.  Her  frustration  reminds  me  of 
the  seminary  professor  who  told  us  that 
“People  have  a  right  to  look  at  the 
church  and  see  love.”  If  they  can’t,  the 
true  church  doesn’t  exist.  Though  she’s 
still  alive,  this  girl  may  wish  that  she 
were  not.  Life  is  desperately  difficult  for 
those  who  know  that  God  isn’t  dead  but 
who  can’t  find  a  place  where  He  is  vitally 
alive  in  His  people. 

The  second  Jonestown  girl  who  tarries 
in  my  memory  was  the  one  who  was 
spotlighted  in  the  TV  special  on 
“Family:  An  Endangered  Species.”  She 
didn’t  join  People’s  Temple  to  find  love. 
She  grew  up  in  a  very  close  family.  She 
joined  because  there  she  could 
personally  apply  the  social  action  theory 
of  the  60’s.  Where  in  our  churches  is  that 
possible?  For  all  of  our  talk  about  social 
action  and  God’s  love,  there  are  very  few 
congregations  which  truly  incarnate 
agape  —  fewer  still  which  significantly 
engage  their  laity  in  concrete 
opportunities  to  minister  to  the  needy. 

This  brings  to  my  mind  the  recent 
critique  of  the  “Good  News”  movement 
by  a  social  activist  group.  Blindly 
stereotyping  all  evangelicals  as 
fundamentalists,  they  implied  that  they 
opposed  the  reign  of  justice.  I  found  that 
to  be  a  most  ironic  and  erroneous 
caricature.  My  younger  years  were 
invested  in  a  church  that  epitomized  the 
social  action  philosophy.  What  I  saw 
there  caused  me  to  become  an  atheist 
after  I  got  out  of  college.  Justice  was 


viewed  as  something  others  should  work 
for:  the  courts,  the  government,  etc. 

Corporate  responsibility  was  stressed 
to  the  exclusion  of  personal  accoun¬ 
tability.  Like  the  fundamentalists 
these  people  scorned,  this  church  tended 
to  regard  ‘those  sinners  out  there’  as 
being  the  real  problem.  Safely  snuggled 
into  the  security  of  the  suburbs,  they 
were  incessantly  prodding  the 
government  to  do  more  for  the  poor, 
never  seeming  to  realize  that  this 
mandate  had  been  given  to  the  church, 
not  secular  society;  never  aware  of  the 
fact  that  if  they  really  cared  about  the 
poor  and  needy  they  would  be  asked  to 
take  them  into  their  homes  and  lives  (see 
Isaiah  58). 

The  Bible  indicates  that  both  love  and 
justice  are  things  the  church  should  be 
doing,  not  just  talking  about!  They  are 
things  we  should  be  doing  ourselves,  not 
just  “prophetically”  preaching  about  to 
others. 

When  I  finally  found  Christ,  I  carefully 
investigated  the  lifestyle  (not  just 
preaching)  of  the  various  groups  who 
claimed  to  be  Christian  and  concluded 
that  “evangelicals”  are  the  most 


Ken  Unger 
biblical.  They  are  the  only  group  that  is 
willing  to  submit  their  self-righteous 
tendencies  to  the  scrutiny  of  the 
Scriptures;  the  only  one  which  has  a 
chance  of  developing  a  lifestyle  that  says 
more  than  their  mouth;  the  only  ones 
willing  to  live  and  love  and  do  justice 
biblically. 

Why  did  Jonestown  happen?  The 
reason  is  fairly  obvious.  The  cults  are 
merely  the  unpaid  debts  of  the  church. 
Our  hypocrisy  is  apparent  to  everyone 
but  us. 

Can  we  prevent  the  wholesale 
seduction  of  an  entire  generation  by 
shallow  religion  or  meta-physical 
apathy?  Only  if  we  learn  to  live,  love  and 
do  justly.  That’s  where  the  God  of  the 
Bible  stands.  How  can  His  Church  do  any 
other? 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributors  are:  the  Rev. 
Ken  Unger,  pastor  of  Plymouth  UMC  in 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  and  Paul  Rodney  Body, 
program  assistant  at  St.  Paul's  UMC  in 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 


Charismatics  often 
shunned  by  church 


By  PAUL  RODNEY  BODY 

The  United  Methodist  Church  faces  a 
perplexing  dilemma.  The  dilemma  is 
how  it  will  relate  to  those  of  different 
theological  perspectives  than  the 
accepted  status  quo  doctrine  we  find  in 
the  United  Methodist  Discipline.  As 
United  Methodists,  we  claim  to  have  a 
pluralistic  theological  stance  and  yet  too 
often  we  fail  to  practice  what  we  preach. 

The  so-called  charismatic  movement 
is  growing  like  wildfire  among  United 
Methodist  adults  and  young  people  alike, 
and  it  is  a  movement  that  is  for  real  and 
must  be  reckoned  with.  In  the  past  I’ve 
observed  a  good  bit  of  resistance  from 


Article  on  doctrine,  theology  cheered  and  jeered 


To  the  Editor: 

James  French's  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
on  the  UM  Church  embracing 
humanism,  Marxism  and  socialism 
while  subverting  the  “simple  frontier 
faith”  is  valuable  in  that  it  exposes  us  to 
these  narrow-minded  viewpoints  so 
we  can  re-examine  our  own  beliefs 
(TM/UMR,  June  15). 

Somehow  I  was  under  the  impression 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  was 
built  from  an  industrial  background  in 
England  —  not  the  simple  frontier, 
whatever  that  is  —  condemning  every¬ 
thing  with  which  one  doesn’t  understand 
or  agree,  apparently. 

Mr.  French’s  racism  is  not  concealed 
where  he  says  phrases  that  are  easily 
translated  into  Spanish  are  vague  and 
subjective.  Specifically,  the  terms 
“transformation  of  persons”  and 
“renewal  of  society"  are  the  two  biblical 
ideas  I  think  of  in  the  New  Testament  and 
Prophetic  writings. 

Mr.  French  has  an  amazing  capacity  to 
go  off  on  incorrect  and  outrageous 
tangets  from  the  phrases  and  ideas  cited 
in  his  article.  Declaring  that  “renewal  of 
society”  is  Marxist  is  blasphemous  to  me 
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I  always  thought  it  was  biblical.  His 
statement  of  Marxism  being  the  sworn 
enemy  of  Christianity  sounds  like 
McCarthyism  come  back  to  life. 

Categorizing  the  bishop’s  statement 
asking  for  an  “inclusive  church”  as 
being  Marxist  is  a  most  divisive 
assertion.  How  Mr.  French  includes  non¬ 
believers  and  children  of  Satan  in  an 
inclusive  church  is  beyond  me. 

His  naive  attacks  on  socialism 
illustrate  the  fact  he  knows  absolutely 
nothing  about  it. 

How  does  he  propose  we  salve  the 
wounds  of  victims  of  “murder,  rape  and 
butchering  of  human  flesh”  —  through 
simple,  blind  vengeance?  I  am  thankful  I 
don’t  have  to  listen  to  his  ranting  and 
raving  on  a  regular  basis. 

Brian  K.  Wood 
Loma,  Montana 
Eternally  grateful 
To  the  Editor: 

We  are  eternally  grateful  to  you  for 
publishing  the  statement  by  Rev.  James 
French  in  “Here  I  Stand”  (TM/UMR, 
June  15). 

We  feel  somewhat  relieved  to  know 
both  you  and  Mr.  French  and  others 
through  current  facilities  dare  to  present 
to  United  Methodist  readers  such  a 
remarkable,  thought-provoking  and 
awesome  accounting  of  conditions  within 
the  church. 

This  most  timely,  accurate  and 
comprehensive  statement  may  very  well 
serve  as  a  landmark  in  jarring  a 
“sleeping  giant”  from  her  lethargy  and 
restore  her  former  mission  as  laid  down 
by  the  early  church  which  was  so 
effectively  exemplified  under  the  Wesley 
plan. 

The  woeful  condition  that  exists  by  no 
means  had  its  origin  with  our  generation. 
However,  we  have  done  little  to  correct 
the  matter.  Over  the  years,  several 
giants  of  the  faith  have  tried  but  their 
pleas  lie  dormant. 

Relative  to  “Three  Favorites”  Mr. 
French  mentioned,  readers  might  care  to 
know  some  basic  causes.  Read  article  by 
Stanley  High,  Readers  Digest,  “Metho¬ 
dism’s  Pink  Fringe,"  February  1950. 
Copies  may  be  found  at  your  local  library. 

Mike  Smith 
Odessa,  Texas 

Jargon  on  right 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  French  proved  one  thing  in  his 
article  “Secular  doctrines  are  being 
mixed  with  UM  theology”  (Here  I  Stand, 
June  15).  All  the  theological  jargon  does 
not  come  from  the  left. 

How  can  we  be  seekers  of  truth  and 
deny  that  much  truth  exists  beyond  our 
own  limited  perspective? 

I  believe  our  Wesleyan  founders  had 
faith  in  the  dignity  and  worth  of  man,  and 
they  would  be  proud  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  tries  to  minister  to  the 
human  as  well  as  the  spiritual  needs  of 
people  in  a  complex  society. 

The  diversity  of  opinions  and  actions 
by  our  church  boards  simply  reflects  the 
wide  range  of  beliefs,  opinions,  m  ed ,  and 
concerns  of  the  Sunday  morning 
worshippers. 
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If  the  United  Methodist  Church  was 
limited  to  “the  Children  of  Light" 
(whatever  that  means),  it  would  have  a 
pretty  limited  membership  and  we  would 
not  have  this  forum  to  share  our 
thoughts.  Howard  R.  Bundy 

.  ‘  Homer,  New  York 

1  hank  God 

To  the  Editor  : 

We  can  thank  God  for  the  good  news  — 
that  Pastor  James  French  of  Leland, 
Illinois,  has  clearly  described  the  forces 
that  have  divided  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  “Here  I  Stand”  (TM/UMR, 
June  15). 

Those  who  espouse  the  humanism, 
Marxism  and  socialism  he  points  to  are 
all  in  the  same  bag.  By  use  of  a  scripture 
here  and  a  scripture  there  they  are 
trying  to  brainwash  the  loyal  into  feeling 
they  are  loving  all  of  God’s  children  by 
accepting  —  and  elevating  —  the  godless. 

These  groups  that  are  out  to  destroy 
the  Word  of  God  and  free  Americans  are 
using  the  Bible  and  the  Bill  of  Rights  to 
do  it.  A  mark  of  depravity  among  many 
of  our  church  leaders,  down  through 
some  conference  and  district  officers,  is 
that  they  seem  to  have  permitted  the 
forked-tongued  to  get  a  Jim  Jones  hold  on 
them.  About  all  that  hasn’t  already  been 
served  up  is  the  purple  Kool-Aid. 

Laura  Harvey  Hathaway 
Spickard,  Missouri 

Novel  suggestion 

To  the  Editor: 

James  W.  French  (Here  I  Stand,  June 
15)  says,  “The  bishop’s  call  to  be  an 
‘inclusive’  church  or  not  to  be  a  church  at 
all  is  derived  directly  from  Marxist 
utopian  thought  of  a  ‘classless  society’ 
and  stands  in  direct  contradiction  of 
Christian  doctrine.” 

What  a  novel  suggestion!  I  would  have 
thought  the  bishop’s  call  was  “derived 
directly”  from  Matthew  28:19,  “Go 
therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all 
nations ...” 

Bruce  D.  Rahtjen 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Logic  missing 

To  the  Editor: 

James  French  in  his  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  of  June  15  says  that  Methodists 
who  use  such  terms  as  “the 
transformation  of  persons”  and  the 


“renewal  of  society”  in  connection  with 
Christian  evangelism  are  not  Methodists 
but  humanists  and  Marxists. 

He  also  wrote  that  bishops  who  call  for 
an  “inclusive  church”  are  really  calling 
for  a  Marxist  “classless  society”  into 
which  are  welcome  unrepentant 
“children  of  Satan”  along  with  repentant 
“children  of  God.” 

With  similar  logic  and  lack  of  accuracy 
Mr.  French  charges  Methodist  “leader¬ 
ship”  and  all  who  disagree  with  him  with 
a  third  horror,  socialism. 

Brother  French  seems  to  be  saying,  “If 
other  Methodists  do  not  hold  my  very 
own  biblical  and  theological  beliefs 
stated  in  my  very  own  biblical  and 
theological  words  then  they  are 
humanists,  Marxists  and  socialists.” 

Richard  K.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Immoral  but  right? 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  three  letters  from 
readers  in  the  June  22  issue  of  TM/UMR, 
all  of  which  lend  support  to  the  death 
penalty,  I  was  impressed  by  the  fact  that 
all  three  writers  agree,  as  do  I,  that  the 
death  penalty  is  morally  wrong.  Yet  we 
are  asked  by  these  same  persons  to  be 
“practical,"  to  protect  ourselves,  to  turn 
no  cheek  at  all,  because  we  might  not 
have  enough  cheeks  to  go  around. 

I  thank  God  for  committed  church 
leadership  both  here  in  Florida  and 
throughout  the  nation  raising  a  concerted 
voice  in  opposition  to  the  death  penalty. 
These  church  leaders  recognize  that 
capital  punishment  is  truly  contrary  to 
the  teachings  and  example  of  Christ. 

Aren't  we  as  Christians  obligated  to 
heed  the  words  of  Jesus?  Did  He  not  tell 
us  to  turn  the  other  cheek  and  to  love 
even  our  enemies?  Was  He  not  willing  to 
forgive  all  who  showed  repentance?  Did 
He  not  put  to  shame  the  men  and  the  law 
that  would  have  stoned  a  guilty  person  to 
death? 

We  need  to  remember  that  the  prayer 
our  Lord  taught  us  would  have  us  ask 
forgiveness  according  to  our  own  will¬ 
ingness  to  forgive  We  should  re-read 
the  gospels  to  remind  us  that  the  action  of 
Jesus  that  led  to  His  own  arrest, 
conviction  and  capital  punishment  was 
the  ultimate  blasphemy  —  He  claimed 
the  authority  to  forgive  sins.  To  err  is 


human ;  to  forgive  is  divine ! 

Christ  was  showing  us  a  better  way, 
one  which  involved  the  courage  to  take 
risks  in  order  to  overcome  evil  with  good. 
The  Bible  is  the  inspired  word  of  God, 
and  through  it  God  reveals  himself 
progressively  to  us.  Had  the  Ten 
Commandments  been  sufficient  in 
themselves,  there  would  have  been  no 
need  for  a  suffering  Messiah  to  fully 
reveal  the  God  who  only  showed  His  back 
to  Moses. 

Each  one  of  us  must  determine  for 
his/her  own  self  the  place  we  will  allow 
Jesus  Christ  to  have  in  our  respective 
lives.  As  Christians,  the  morality  of 
Jesus  must  be  paramount  in  our  thoughts 
and  actions.  Will  we,  like  Adam,  remain 
forever  alienated  by  sin  and  guilt  from 
God  who  created  us  and  loves  us,  or  will 
we  see  why  we  are  called  on  to  forgive 
others  not  seven  times,  but  seventy  times 
seven-  Jack  Turner 

b  #  Tampa,  Florida 

Editorial  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  interest,  and  with 
appreciation,  your  editorial  referring  to 
the  recent  visit  to  Poland  by  Pope  John 
Paul  II. 

Roman  Catholics  all  over  the  world 
find  great  satisfaction  in  the  Pope’s 
boldness  and  clarity  in  witness.  I  am 
certain  that  we  all  can  be  happy  that  he 
has  chosen  often  to  emphasize  in  that 
witness  ideals  that  are  beloved  by  all  who 
seek  to  follow  the  Lord. 

Thank  you  for  your  generous 
consideration  of  his  remarks  in  Poland. 

Owen  F.  Campion 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


the  more  liberal-oriented  clergy  to  so- 
called  charismatic  persons  and  in  many 
cases  have  alientated  them.  Often  this 
seems  a  tragedy  becatise  many  of  these 
persons  are  deeply  committed  and 
vitally  alive  spiritually.  Many  of  these 
individuals  could  be  catalysts  in  bringing 
a  spiritual  awakening  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  which  it  hasn’t  seen 
since  its  beginning  with  John  Wesley. 

I  strongly  believe  that  the  resistance 
on  the  part  of  a  number  of  clergy  and 
status  quo  church  members  toward 
charismatics  is  that  they’re  threatened 
theologically.  They  preach  and  teach  a 
watered-down  theology  of  love  and 
brotherhood  in  their  sermons  and  church 
school  classes  and  avoid  talking  about 
meaningful  theological  issues  such  as  the 
blood  atonement  of  Jesus.  I’m  not  saying 
love  and  brotherhood  are  insignificant; 
they  abe  important,  but  we  need  to  see 
the  issue  in  perspective;  they  are  fruits 
of  the  spirit. 

The  charismatic  Christian  knows  the 
critical  importance  Of  the  meaning  of 
salvation  and  has  a  burning  desire  to 
witness  about  the  saving  love  he/she  has 
found  in  Christ  Jesus.  I  will  be  the  first  to 
admit  that  many  young  charismatics 
have  a  tendency  to  be  over-zealous  and 
judgmental  at  times.  At  those  times  it  is 
extremely  important,  however,  for  them 
to  avoid  being  turned  off  and  rejected. 
We  have  a  responsibility  as  pastors  and 
Christian  educators  to  accept  them 
warmly  and  nurture  them  in  the  faith. 

It  is  time  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  recognize  the  charismatic 
movement  as  being  for  real  and  accepting 
those  of  its  influence  into  its  ministry.  I 
strongly  feel  that  if  we  don’t  accept 
them,  many  of  the  younger  charismatics 
will  be  prey  for  cults.  We  have  witnessed 
the  horrible  tragedy  in  Guyana.  Jim 
Jones  offered  many  of  the  young  people 
of  the  Peoples  Temple  a  temporal 
security  that  the  church  didn’t  offer 
although  it  led  them  to  destruction.  We 
can’t  always  have  answers  to  everything 
but  we  can  witness  to  the  fact  that  we,  as 
United  Methodists,  believe  in  the  saving 
grace  that  can  only  come  through 
accepting  Christ  in  our  lives.  We’ve  been 
so  evasive  about  that  issue  in  the  past 
that  I’m  not  sure  if  many  younger 
Christians  are  aware  of  that.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  so  many  of  our  young  people 
are  joining  cults  and  religious  sects  that 
give  them  answers  and  some  sense  of 
temporal  security?  Maybe  the  time  is 
well  overdue  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  wake  up  and  make  a  firm  stand 
theologically,  so  there  will  be  no  doubt  as 
to  what  we  as  a  church  believe. 
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75IH  ANNIVERSARY  EDITION 

TARBELL'S  TEACHER'S  GUIDE, 
edited  by  Frank  S.  Mead,  is  an 
indispensible  tool  for  all  denomi¬ 
nations  using  the  International 
Sunday  School  Lessons.  The  all- 
new  75th  annual  edition  features 
parallel  texts  from  KJV  and  RSV 
discussion  topics  for  youth  and 
adults,  and  lesson  applications 
for  contemporary  living. 

$5.95  (Hardcover) 

(If  ordering  by  mail,  add  60c 
postage  and  handling.) 

At  your  local  bookstore. 
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UM  health  care  stance  takes  shap< 

Broad  direction  emerges  in  paper  by  joint  committee 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

The  broad  directions  for  an  updated 
comprehensive  United  Methodist 
position  on  health  care  have  begun  to 
emerge  after  six  months  work  on  this 
controversial  topic  by  a  five  member 
drafting  committee. 

Admittedly,  “it’s  still  in  the  oven,”  but 
committee  members  told  TM/UMR  they 
are  inviting  United  Methodists  to  look 
over  their  shoulders  and  get  involved  in 
the  discussion.  (See  “Question  Box” 
elsewhere  on  this  page. ) 

The  new  draft— which  the  committee 
hopes  will  be  acceptable  to  the  church 
agencies  they  represent  and,  ultimately, 
to  the  1980  General  Conference  delegates 
—  recommends  that  United  Methodists: 

•  Take  more  individual  responsibility 
for  their  own  health  and  lifestyles  that 
affect  good  health; 

•  Support  an  emphasis  on  preventive 
care  over  the  present  overemphasis  on 
disease  cure ; 

•  Urge  adoption  of  “universal  health 
insurance”  legislation  which  would 
insure  the  availability  of  a  basic 
standardized  package  of  benefits  for  all 
citizens ; 

•  Support  a  mixed  financing  approach 
using  both  private  and  public  sources  to 
make  “equal  access”  and  “equal 
quality”  care  available  to  every 
American; 

•  Support  the  development  of  alternate 
health-care  delivery  systems  such  as 
health  maintenance  organizations; 

•  Support  the  coordination  of  health 
services  through  regional  planning 
processes ; 

•  Develop  awareness  of  the  emotional 
aspect  of  much  illness ; 

•  Back  development  of  “holistic  health 
centers.” 

The  continuing  controversy  over 
health  care  in  our  society  appears  to  be 
focused  most  sharply  on  three  issues:  (1) 
the  degree  of  government  regulation,  (2) 
cost  and  quality  controls  and  (3)  the 
extent  of  government  funding  to  provide 
health  care  to  persons  who  do  not  now 
receive  health  care,  against  the  role  of 
the  private  business  sector  and  individual 
responsibility. 

The  national  conflict  is  also  present  in 
the  make-up  of  the  church’s  drafting 
committee.  This  first  joint  effort  to 
resolve  basic  differences  in  perspective 
is  a  significant  development  in  itself,  say 
members  who  represent  the 
denomination’s  Health  and  Welfare 
Division,  National  Division  and  Women’s 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  —  agencies  that  in  their  actions 
and  stances  have  tended  to  favor  either 
consumers  or  the  health-care 
institutions. 

‘  “We  started(Out*  with  a  good  number  of 
differences  and  we  are  coming  toward 
unanimity,”  Patricia  Nelson,  a  Boston 
health  planner  representing  the  National 
Division,  told  TM/UMR. 

Help  UMC  find  position 

The  drafting  committee  emphasized 
that  its  task  is  only  to  help  find  a 
satisfactory  policy  position  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church:  no  analysis  or 
endorsement  of  any  specific  health  care 
plan  currently  being  debated  in  Congress 
is  involved  in  its  deliberations. 

That  the  Christian  church  has  a 
biblically-based  concern  for  healing  and 
the  health  of  persons  —  traced  directly  to 
the  ministry  of  Jesus  —  is  unquestioned. 
This  concern  has  been  translated  into 
numerous  church-sponsored  hospitals, 
doctors,  clinics  and  nurses  training 
schools  for  more  than  a  century. 

But  recently  United  Methodists,  at 
least,  have  found  rough  seas  as  they  have 
sought  to  translate  this  basic  ministry 
into  supportable  policies  in  a  nation 
which  is  having  critical  problems  with  its 
health-care  delivery  system. 

For  example,  the  General  Conference 
in  1976  could  agree  to  the  general 
principle  that  all  persons  in  this  country 
should  have  “equal  access”  to  health 
care,  but  every  proposal  on  how  to  insure 
that  was  rejected. 

And,  partly  because  of  the  church’s 
long  involvement  in  health  ministries, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  now  has  a 
full-range  of  related  institutions  and 
nealth  professionals  in  its  ranks  who  tend 
to  see  the  problems  and  solutions  in  one 
way.  Also  in  the  church  are  masses  of 
health  care  consumers.  The  net  result  is 
two  different  perspectives. 

On  the  one  hand,  “consumer” 
advocates  tend  to  want  more  public 
accountability  and  consumer 
representation  built  into  health  delivery, 
more  public  planning  and  coordination, 
prevention  of  over-supply  in  some  places 
and  under-supply  in  others,  and  cost  and 
quality  controls.  Also,  they  want  a  better 
shake  for  women  and  ethnic  minorities 
who  are  under-represented  in  health 
related  professions. 
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adding  to  costs  and  producing  more  “red 
tape”  to  further  complicate  an  already 
complicated  business.  This  view,  most 
often  represented  by  officials  of  health 
care  institutions  and  medical 
professionals,  wants  strong  reliance  on 
the  private  sector  with  a  minimum  of 
government  involvement  except  for 
paying  for  services  for  those  citizens  who 
lack  the  money. 

Persons  on  the  drafting  committee 
agree  that  health  care  must  be  improved 
and  some  wrongs  need  to  be  righted. 
Defined  in  broad  terms  in  the  draft  policy 
are  several  basic  problem  areas:  (1) 
unequal  access  to  services  because  of 
uneven  distribution  and  gaps  in 
insurance  coverage,  (2)  cost  barriers  to 
the  poor  and  rapidly  rising  costs  overall, 
and  (3)  the  uneven  quality  of  care. 

Debate  changed  since  1976 

“The  debate  has  changed  since  1976  on 
the  question  of  financing,”  Dr.  Grover 
Bagby,  a  health-care  specialist  on  the 
staff  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
said.  Then  the  controversy  at  General 
Conference  was  between  those 
supporting  a  massive  government 
program  of  socialized  health  care  and 
those  who  wanted  government  completely 
out  of  the  field.  Delegates  in  1976 
defeated  every  health  care  petition  except 
a  generalized  statement  of  concern. 

He  said  “mixed  public  and  private 
funding”  is  now  agreed  upon  by  all 
parties,  but  the  controversies  have  moved 
to  deciding  what  the  proportionate  roles 
government,  private  enterprise  and 
individuals  should  share  in  the  solutions 
to  the  problems. 

‘  ‘We  do  agree  that  present  government 
services  should  be  expanded  to  include 
more  people  —  to  bridge  the  gaps  in 
coverage,”  said  Ms.  Nelson. 

The  “gaps”  are  described  in  a  report 


plans  in  1976:  “In  1975  an  estimated  25 
million  persons  under  age  65  had  no 
insurance  of  any  kind  for  medical 
services  either  in  or  out  of  the  hospital. 
These  are  the  persons  who  are  too  rich 
for  Medicaid,  too  poor  to  purchase 
private  insurance,  too  young  for 
Medicare,  or  too  ill  to  qualify  for  private 
insurance  coverage  except  at  exorbitant 
rates.” 

Government  role 

To  get  at  the  problem  of  “gaps,”  Lou 
Blair,  a  retired  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 
hospital  administrator  who  serves  as  a 
consultant  to  the  drafting  committee, 
points  to  the  draft  statement  which 
reads:  “Government  should  assume  full 
responsibility  for  payment  for  health 
care  services  that  are  provided  to  the 
poor,  the  disabled  and  the  unemployed, 
and  varying  responsibilities  for  payment 
for  services  for  the  near-poor.  ” 

Further,  it  should  “coordinate  private 
health  insurance  coverage  for  the  rest  of 
the  population  and  insure  that  adequate 
payment  is  made  to  providers  of  these 
services.” 

Both  “equal  access”  and  “equal 
quality”  are  basic  principles  for  the 
drafters  and  “universal  health 
insurance,”  as  they  visualize  it,  could 
help  meet  these  goals. 

“The  presumption  is  that  all  benefits 
would  meet  a  basic  standard.”  Mr. 
Blair  said.  “Further,  since  providers 
would  be  reimbursed  on  a  cost  basis  for 
every  person  —  whether  the  bill  was  paid 
by  government  or  otherwise,  every 
person  should  have  both  equal  access 
and  equal  quality  of  care.” 

What  isn’t  defined  in  the  document  — 
and  a  point  which  the  members  of  the 
drafting  committee  are  not  agreed  upon 
—  is  the  degree  of  government 
regulation,  cost  controls  and  quality 
control.  “We  have  not  spoken  to 


regulations,"  Mr.  Blair  said.  However, 
he  believes  the  over  all  direction  of  the 
statement  is  away  from  excessive 
government  regulation.  “For  it  is 
counter-productive,”  he  says. 

On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Bagby  contends 
there  has  to  be  a  higher  degree  of  public 
accountability  in  the  health  care  industry 
than  is  presently  the  case.  And,  he  said, 
the  government  may  have  to  insure  that 
health  care  is  available  everywhere  — 
even  in  remote  and  undesirable  places 
where  the  private  sector  “will  never  go.  ” 

The  private  sector 

A  growing  phenomenon  which  the 
drafting  committee  would  like  to  see 
boosted  is  the  health  maintenance 
organization  —  also  called  HMOs  in 
shorthand. 

Although  they  come  in  several 
varieties,  the  basic  idea  of  a  health 
maintenance  organization  is  that  a 
person  signs  up  with  a  group  of  other 
persons  and  a  group  of  doctors  to  receive 
a  full  range  of  health  services  for  a  fixed 
annual  amount. 

Mr.  Blair  said  95  percent  of  these 
organizations  —  some  of  which  have 
been  around  for  30  to  40  years  —  provide 
broader  coverage  for  less  money. 
Research  shows  they  use  one-half  as 
much  hospital  care  as  a  typical 
commercial  insurance  program  — 
meaning  they  have  more  to  plow  back 
into  preventive  care,  he  said. 

Besides  reducing  costs,  Mr.  Blair  says 
HMOs  minimize  the  need  for  and 
additional  costs  of  excessive  regulation. 

“We  are  much  of  one  mind  that  HMOs 
provide  ‘a  new  opportunity’  to  bring  good 
care  to  people  at  lower  cost,”  said  Ms. 
Nelson.  “We  think  they  should  be 
encouraged  to  be  available  in  every 
community. 

But  cautions  Joyce  Hamlin,  the 
representative  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
“HMOs  are  ‘too  far  down  the  road’  to  be 
seen  as  a  significant  part  of  the  answer  to 
health  care  problems  in  the  immediate 
future.” 

The  individual 

Ms.  Nelson  believes  the  draft 
document  strikes  “a  little  different  note 
from  the  past”  in  talking  about  a  system 
that  promotes  individuals  taking 
responsiblity  for  their  own  health  —  a 
recognition  that  both  consumer  and 
provider  have  a  reciprocal  responsibility 
in  working  toward  “human  wholeness.” 

Lifestyle  factors  such  as  smoking, 
exercise,  worry,  social  conditions, 
income,  eating  habits  and  the  physical 
environment  with  its  air  and  water 
quality  have  more  to  do  with  health 
than  the  whole  medical  system,  the  draft 
suggests. 

While  no  one  on  the  drafting  committee 
is  predicting  what  the  1980  General 
Conference  may  think  of  their  work,  they 
believe  the  proposed  new  policy  is  more 
comprehensive  and  has  a  better  chance 
of  adoption  than  those  presented  in  1976. 
At  least  this  time,  unlike  last  time,  the 
agencies  represented  on  the  drafting 
committee  probably  won’t  be  going  to 
General  Conference  supporting  opposing 
views. 


I  People  in  the  news  . . . 

Pie  presentation 

For  the  13th  year  in  a  row,  the  Rev.  Robert  Lanton  has 
received  a  pie  at  the  opening  session  of  the  Wyoming 
Annual  Conference,  not  thrown  in  his  face  but  fed  to  him  — 
at  least  the  first  piece.  Charlotte  Williams  was  a  member  of 
his  church  in  Edmeston,  N.Y.,  and  she  has  baked  him  a  pie 
each  year  since  his  ordination.  Why?  “I  figure  anybody  who 
can  go  through  seminary  with  six  kids  deserves  an  apple 
pie,”  she  says.  Now  the  presentation  has  become  an  annual 
event. 

John  Wayne  dies  a  Catholic 

John  Wayne  became  a  Catholic  the  day  before  he  died. 

Michael  Wayne,  the  actor’s  oldest  son,  said  his  father  had 
been  visited  by  Archbishop  Marcos  G.  McGrath  of  Panama 
a  month  before  Mr.  Wayne  died.  “They  talked  a  long  time. 

Then  that  Saturday  when  Dad  was  suffering  a  lot  of  pain 
and  things  were  tough,  my  brother  Patrick  asked  Dad  if  he 
would  like  to  see  a  priest.  Dad  said,  ‘Yeah,  I  think  that’s  a 
good  idea’.”  He  said  his  father  had  always  said  he  was  a 
Presbyterian,  although  he  didn't  attend  church.  He  had 
seven  children  and  21  grandchildren,  all  of  whom  were 
I  brought  up  Catholics.  His  three  wives  were  all  Catholics 
I  from  Latin  America. 

Church  group  asks  U.S. 
to  take  more  refugees 


The  Question  Box 

(An  article  elsewhere  on  this  page  describes  the  basic  outlines  of  a  proposed 
updating  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  policy  statement  on  national  health 
care.  You  are  invited  to  make  known  your  views  regarding  this  issue  via  the 
Question  Box.  For  more  than  one  member  of  a  household  to  respond  using  the 
same  form,  please  use  different  colored  writing  implements.  You  may  qualify 
your  responses  in  the  spaces  marked  “comment.”) 

1.  How  would  you  evaluate  the  state  of  health  care  in  the  U.S.  for  most  citizens, 
based  upon  your  experience?  (circle  one) 

a.  Excellent 

b.  Good 

c.  Fair 

d.  Poor 

e.  Uneven 

f.  Uncertain 


COMMENT: 


2.  Given  the  biblical  and  historical  concerns  of  the  church  for  health  and 
healing,  do  you  believe  the  church  should  seek  to  promote  the  adoption  of  some 
type  of  nation-wide  plan  which  would  insure  adequate  health  care  for  all  citizens? 
(circle  one) 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

c.  Uncertain 

COMMENT: _ 

3.  Do  you  believe  the  federal  government  should  use  its  legislative  powers  to 
insure  that  every  citizen  has  access  to  a  basic  health  care  insurance  package,  i.e. 
a  “universal  health  care”  plan?  (circle  one) 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

c.  Uncertain 

COMMENT: _ 

4.  If  “universal  health  care”  coverage  is  legislated  by  the  federal  government 
do  you  believe  it  should  be:  ( circle  one) 

a.  Federally  funded  for  all  citizens 

b.  Funded  by  employers  and  individuals  through  private  insurance  firms 

c.  Federally  funded  only  for  the  poor,  aged,  unemployed,  and  to  some  extent 
the  near-poor,  with  a  combination  of  private  and  employer  funding  for  the  rest  of 
the  population. 

d.  Uncertain 


COMMENT 
Are  you  a : 

Layman 
Age  group: 

18  &  under 


Laywoman 


Minister  (circle  one) 


19-35  36-50  51-64  65  &  over  (circle one) 

Responses  to  this  survey  will  be  tabulated  and  results  reported  in  a  future 
issue.  In  order  to  participate  in  these  results,  please  clip  and  mail  your  response 
before  midnight,  Friday,  July  13,  to  “Question  Box,"  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222.  i 

u— ———————— - - 

Evangelism  leader 
sees  UMC  ‘stirring’ 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  United  Methodism  — 
“the  sleeping  giant  of  evangelism”  —  is 
beginning  to  stir,  but  many  of  its  pastors 
are  ill-prepared  as  evangelists. 

That  was  the  assessment  of  the  Rev 
Alan  Walker,  evangelism  executive  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  as  he 
concluded  a  six-week  speaking  and 
teaching  tour  of  the  United  States  here 
June  28. 

The  Australian  evangelist  said 
evangelism  has  not  been  a  priority  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  recent  years, 
and  that  this  will  cause  problems  as  the 
denomination  “begins  turning  itself 
around”  during  the  next  five  years.  He 
said  seminaries  have  not  adequately 
trained  pastors  in  “evangelistic 
preaching"  and  that  many  ministers 

Methodist-  Catholic 
pamphlet  available 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (TM/UMR) 
—  A  pamphlet  describing  the  recent 
conversations  between  World  Methodist 
Council  members  and  Roman  Catholics 
on  the  subject  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  now 
available  to  the  public. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  World 
Methodist  executive,  the  council  will 
“send  single  copies  to  individuals  and 
churches  for  study,  reflection  and 
comment.”  His  address  is  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.C.  28745. 

Entitled  “Toward  An  Agreed 
Statement  on  the  Holy  Spirit,"  the 
pamphlet  reports  the  discussions  held  in 
Rome  last  January  between  the  two 
official  groups. 

Joint  conversations  between  the  two 
Christian  groups  have  been  going  on  for 
the  last  13  years. 


the  church  today 


NEW  YORK  (UMC) -Church-related 
refugee  workers  have  called  on  the  U.  S. 
to  admit  14,000  Indochinese  refugees 
each  month,  and  to  use  U.  S.  military 
aircraft  or  ships  to  move  those  already 
guaranteed  sponsors  but  with  no  means 
of  transport. 

The  Immigration  and  Refugee 
Program  Committee  of  Church  World 
Service  (CWS),  relief  and  development 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
passed  a  resolution  to  this  effect  June  22. 
On  the  committee  are  Lilia  Fernandez  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  and  June  Shimokawa  of 
the  National  Division,  UM  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

On  June  25  the  U.  S.  Senate  voted  to 
allocate  monthly  funds  to  enable  the  U.S. 
to  admit  1,000  more  Indochinese  refugees 
a  month,  raising  the  monthly  total  to  8,000. 
The  action  involved  passage  of  an 
amendment  making  available  $15.5 
million  intended  for  U.  N.  technical  assis¬ 
tance.  The  additional  funds  are  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  Sept.  30. 

Attorney  General  Griffin  Bell  already 
had  authorized  the  entry  of  8,000  refugees 
per  month  but  the  funding  available 
limited  the  figure  to  7,000.  Only  4,000 
were  admitted  in  March  and  April  and 


5,000  in  May  due  to  the  slowness  of  Con¬ 
gress  in  providing  funding,  according  to 
a  New  York  Times  report. 

The  CWS  committee  also  sought  to 
stem  the  flood  of  refugees  by  urging  the 
U.  S.  Government  to:  seek  and  develop 
direct  contacts  with  Vietnam,  lift  the 
trade  embargo,  implement  the  UNHCR- 
negotiated  family  reunion  plan,  and 
undertake  immediate  disaster  relief  for 
Cambodia,  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Indonesia 
“where  food  shortages  and  logistics  are 
in  the  crisis  stage.”  It  also  urged 
increased  assistance  to  Malaysia, 
Thailand  and  Hong  Kong,  which  are 
bearing  the  brunt  of  new  arrivals. 

According  to  Ms.  Fernandez,  UMCOR 
has  assured  sponsorship  for  144  cases 
involving  691  people,  and  the  churches 
are  awaiting  their  arrival.  An  additional 
71  sponsors  are  needed  for  cases 
received  during  the  month  of  June. 

“Those  who  are  concerned  about  the 
tragic  plight  of  thousands  of  Indochinese 
refugees  crowded  into  camps  without 
sufficient  food  or  the  amenities  of  life  can 
help  relieve  the  pressure  by  agreeing  to 
serve  as  sponsors,”  Ms.  Fernandez 
added.  ( Her  number  is  212-878-6283. ) 

Between  January  and  May  31,  UMCOR 
resettled  210  cases  involving  752  persons. 


UM  charismatics  to  hold 
national  conference 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  -  Aldersgate  ’79,  a 
national  conference  for  all  Christians 
interested  in  charismatic  renewal,  will 
be  celebrated  here  August  9-12. 

The  Rev.  Ross  Whetstone,  conference 
coordinator  and  executive  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Renewal  Services 
Fellowship,  has  announced  the  schedule 
of  events,  which  will  include  workshops, 
seminars,  plenaries,  chatback  groups, 
healing  services,  children’s  programs 
and  worship. 

Well  known  leaders  in  the  charismatic 
renewal  from  several  branches  of 
Christendom  will  participate  in  the 
weekend  conference.  Aldersgate  ’79  is 
the  first  national  charismatic  conference 
rooted  in  the  Wesley  tradition. 

TV  decency  group 
boycotts  Heublein,  Inc. 

TUPELO,  Miss.  (RNS)  -  The  National 
Federation  for  Decency,  credited  in  1978 
with  forcing  Sears  Roebuck  &  Company 
to  withdraw  its  advertisements  from 
sexually  explicit  television  programs, 
has  called  for  a  boycott  of  the  products  of 
Heublein,  Inc.,  with  the  same  aim. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  the 
United  Methodist  minister  who  runs  the 
operation,  said  he  has  called  for  the 
boycott  because  the  liquor  manufacturer, 


which  also  owns  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken 
and  A-l  Steak  Sauce,  “is  one  of  the 
filthiest  advertisers  on  television." 

He  said  the  programs  which  the 
corporation  sponsors  with  one  product  or 
another  include,  Charlie’s  Angels, 
Three’s  Company,  Starsky  and  Hutch 
and  several  sexually-explicit  movies. 


have  little  or  no  skill  in  “helping  people 
come  to  a  verdict  for  Christ.  ” 

Dr  Walker  also  said,  however,  that 
ministers  cannot  be  blamed  alone  for 
evangelism  being  such  a  low  priority  in 
the  UMC. 

“Many  lay  persons  have  been 
negatively  influenced  by  what  is  being 
passed  off  on  television  as  evangelism,” 
Dr.  Walker  said.  “I’m  appalled  at  what  is 
being  held  up  as  evangelism  on 
American  TV.  It  is  perverse.  God  is 
being  turned  into  a  ‘sugar  daddy’  by 
many  of  those  preachers.  They  preach  a 
hide-in-the-closet  evangelism  where  you 
become  a  Christian  for  what  you  can  get 
out  of  it,  without  considering  what  it 
means  to  pick  up  the  cross  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  society.” 

He  said  that  after  watching  American 
TV  he  can  “understand  why  many  of  the 
most  committed  American  Christians 
are  soured  on  evangelism  as  something 
which  is  selfish  and  introverted.” 

“The  evangelism  I  see  stirring  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  whole 
evangelism  —  one  which  holds  social 
action  as  an  equal  partner,”  Dr.  Walker 
said.  “This  is  the  evangelism  of  our 
Wesleyan  heritage  —  to  help  people 
discover  Christ  in  their  lives  one  by  one 
and  then  to  act  out  their  faith  in  their 
lives.” 

He  said  he  sees  American  United 
Methodists  beginning  to  recapture  this 
sense  of  evangelism  —  although  the 
process  is  slow. 

Dr.  Walker  said  the  UMC  needs  to 
learn  three  things  in  the  process  of  this, 
new  evangelism  priority : 

•  “The  Church  Growth  Movement  is 
vital  to  evangelism.”  He  said  church 
growth  is  not  a  “numbers  game”  but  an 
essential  part  of  being  faithful. 

•  "We  must  recognize  that  nothing 
stands  still.  When  we  do  not  increase  our 
numbers,  we  eventually  decrease  them." 

•  "The  church  must  learn  to 
struggle.”  He  said  evangelistic  outreach 
is  not  easy  and  that  persons  —  both  lay 
and  clergy  —  must  be  trained  to  do  it. 
effectively. 

During  his  six  weeks  in  the  United 
States,  Dr.  Walker  spoke  or  held 
evangelistic  missions  in  12  states.  During 
fund-raising  dinners  for  the  council’s 
world  evangelism  program  he  raised 
$150,000  toward  a  goal  of  $1  million. 


SPECIAL  PURCHASE 

Califone  filmstrip  projectors 
Model  5212  —  150  watt 
Regular  Price  $76.50 

CRS  PRICE  $68.75 

with  FREE  $12.50  carry  case 


P  O  Box  990 
Dallas.  Tx.  75221 


Cross  and  Flame 
Pendant— Stickpin 
l’ie  Tac 
$9.95  postpaid 

Cross  Slertinn  — 

Flame  Copper 
Shown  actual  size  Chech 
or  money  order  to. 

Cross  and  Flame 
El  Prado.  N  M  875 29 


King's  Manor  Methodist  Home 

"Adding  Life  to  Years 
and  Years  to  Life" 

Thanks  to  you  it’s  working,  your 
continued  help  is  needed.  A  non-profit 
retirement  center  of  the  Northwest 
Texas  Conference.  Give  that  our 
senior  citizens  may  continue  to  live  in 
dignity. 

Mrs.  Joyce  Lyons  —  Administrator 
King's  Manor  Methodist  Home 
P.O.  Box  1999 
Hereford.  Texas  79045 
Phone:  806-3M-066I 
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‘Meaning  of  mission’to  be  shared 

Convocation  set  to  celebrate  mission  with  3,000  UMs 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  -  More 
than  3,000  “grass  roots'*  United 
Methodists  from  across  the  nation  are 
expected  to  gather  here  with  church 
leaders  and  “persons  in  mission” 
Sept.  20-23  for  the  National 
Convocation  on  Christian  Mission  to 
share  in  “celebration”  of  what 
mission  means. 

The  convocation,  "a  first  in  UM 
history,  is  intended  to  reach  local 
church  persons  who  ordinarily  do  not 
attend  mission  leadership  training 
events,”  said  Betty  Thompson  of  New 
York,  executive  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Education  and  Cultivation 
Division,  planner  of  the  event 

“The  UMC  has  the  largest  and 
strongest  mission  program  of  any 
mainline  denomination,”  Ms 
Thompson  said.  “We  hope 
participants  learn  more  and  gain  a 
better  understanding  about  what  the 
church  is  actually  doing  in  the  mission 
field.” 

Those  attending  this  open-invitation 
event  will  be  able  to  witness  the 
commissioning  of  new  missionaries 
during  a  climaxing  communion 
service.  Overseas  missionaries,  as 
well  as  deaconesses  and  home 
missionaries  will  be  commissioned  — 
“sent  out  to  do  a  specific  task  on 
behalf  of  the  church,"  said  Ann 
Unander,  of  the  board’s  missionary 
personnel  office. 

The  service,  complete  with  bishops 
laying  hands  on  the  missionaries,  will 
also  begin  the  formal  relationship 
with  the  church  for  these  persons  in 
mission,  similar  to  the  ordination  of 


ministers,  Ms.  Unander  told 
TM/UMR. 

Preacher  for  the  service  will  be  the 
Rev  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  of 
Richmond,  Va  One  of  the  church’s 
popular  black  preachers,  Ms.  Kelly  is 
pastor  of  Asbury  Church  Hill  UMC 
and  directs  Church  Hill  Urban 
Ministries  there. 

The  opening  address  will  be  given 
by  Colin  M.  Morris,  on  "Christian 
Mission  Today.”  Dr.  Morris,  former 
missionary  to  Zambia  and  president 
of  the  British  Methodist  Church,  is 
currently  a  television  commentator 
with  the  British  Broadcasting 
Corporation  He  spoke  at  the 
reopening  of  Wesley  Chapel  in  London 
last  November. 

Participants  will  “get  into  the  act” 
during  a  plenary  session  on  “Mission 
in  the  Eighties.”  Panelists 
representing  differing  views  on 
mission,  led  by  Martin  Marty,  a  noted 
theologian  and  author,  will  discuss 
with  the  audience  the  future  of 
mission  in  the  world. 

Missionaries  from  the  U.S.  and 
abroad  will  lead  more  than  30  small 
groups  on  topics  ranging  from  healing 
ministries  to  hunger  and  simpler  life 
styles. 

Throughout  the  weekend,  Bible 
study  will  be  led  by  the  Rev.  Justo  and 
Catherine  Luis  Gonzales,  authors  of  a 
study  on  the  Book  of  Revelation, 
“Vision  at  Patmos,”  currently  in  use 
by  United  Methodist  Women. 

They  told  TM/UMR  they  will  offer  a 
different  perspective  on  the  biblical 
basis  for  mission.  "We  both  represent 
groups  that  have  not  historically  been 


Featured  speakers  at  the 
National  Convocation  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Mission  are  Colin  Morris 
(above),  Catherine  and  Justo 
Conzales  (right),  and  Leontine  T. 

C.  Kelly  (below  right). 

thought  of  as  creating  theology  — 
women  and  minority  groups.  We  will 
look  at  the  biblical  passages  from 
where  these  groups  stand  in  the 
society,"  the  two  of  them  said. 

Other  highlights  of  the  conference 
include  preaching  by  Bishop  J.  Chess 
Lovern  of  the  San  Antonio  Area  and 
the  Rev  Tafadzawa  Nderere  of 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  as  well  as  a 
Hispanic  celebration  led  by  the  Rev. 
Dan  Rodriguez,  Rio  Grande 
Conference  Council  Director. 

The  convention  center  in  this 
heavily  populated  Hispanic  city  will 
be  decorated  by  the  hundreds  of 
posters  and  pictures  submitted  by 
people  in  local  churches  across  the 
country  in  the  “Mission  Means, 
contest,  depicting  how  UMs  see 
mission. 


JULY  fi,  1979 


Marriages  said  helped 
through  4 encounter 9 


SALT  II,  ‘gay’  clergy,  boundaries  debated 

Conferences  tackle  wide  range  of  issues 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  Communications 
Homosexual  clergy,  SALT  II,  the  new 
government  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  and 
issues  relating  to  bishops  or  judicatory 
boundaries  received  major  attention 
from  the  1979  sessions  of  United 
Methodism’s  73  annual  and  missionary 


lie  65th  role  call 

FAYETTE,  Mo.  —  The  Rev.  J.  Preston 
Cole  of  Macon,  Mo.,  answered  his  65th 
consecutive  role  call  as  a  member  of  the 
Missouri  East  Annual  Conference  during 
the  annual  session  here  June  6-9.  At  91. 
Mr.  Cole  served  an  interim  appointment 
on  a  four-point  charge  in  the  conference’s 
Hannibal-Kirksville  District  until  a 
permanent  appointment  was  made  last 
month. 


conferences  in  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Some  of  the  actions  in  the  meetings 
ending  in  late  June  were  in  the  form  of 
petitions  to  the  1980  General  Conference, 
and  others  were  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  annual  conferences  themselves 

Based  on  reports  to  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  NEWSCOPE,  the 
church’s  national  weekly  newsletter, 
there  appears  little  likelihood  the 
denomination’s  current  stand  toward 
homosexuals  will  be  eased  when  the  1,000 
General  Conference  delegates  convene 
next  April  15  in  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Fully  one-third  of  the  annual 
conferences  endorsed  petitions  to  the 
church’s  top  law-making  body  which 
either  would  explicitly  exclude  avowed, 
practicing  homosexuals  from  the 
ministry,  or  retain  the  present  provisions 
which  have  been  interpreted  widely  as 
already  barring  such  appointments. 

Among  conferences  wanting  to  have 
the  prohibition  spelled  out  in  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  are  Alabama-West  Florida, 
Central  New  York,  Central  Texas, 
Holston,  Kansas  West,  Kentucky,  Little 
Rock,  New  Mexico,  North  Carolina, 
Western  Pennsylvania,  North  Alabama, 
North  Georgia,  Northwest  Texas,  Red 
Bird  Missionary,  South  Georgia, 
Southern  Illinois  and  Tennessee. 

Seven  conferences  called  for  retention 
of  present  statements  or  something  like 
them.  Proposals  to  delete  current 
language  from  the  “Social  Principles” 
were  defeated  by  three  conferences 

Wyoming  voted  down,  after  prolonged 
discussion,  two  propositions  which  would 
have  denied  membership  in  the  UMC  to 
any  practicing  homosexual,  and 
recognized  the  civil  rights  of  all  persons. 


After  a  lengthy  debate  and  an  evening- 
long  panel  discussion  on  homosexuality, 
the  New  York  conference  asked  the 
General  Conference  to  leave  the  issue  in 
the  hands  of  annual  conferences.  In  a 
separate  action,  the  Judicial  Council  was 
asked  to  rule  on  whether  a  “self-avowed 
practicing  homosexual  clergy  person”  is 
eligible  for  appointment  to  a  church. 

The  conference  attracted  wide 
attention  a  year  ago  when  it  refused  to 
remove  from  its  membership  an  avowed 
homosexual  pastor  in  New  York  City.  He 
subsequently  was  reappointed  to 
Washington  Square  UMC  where  he 
continues  to  serve. 

Northern  New  Jersey  delegates  voiced 
support  for  a  former  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  who  was 
released  this  spring  after  stating  she  is  a 
homosexual,  and  opposed  “dismissal  of 
any  employee  of  a  United  Methodist 
agency  for  the  sole  reason  of  sexual 
preference.” 

This  conference,  Western  New  York 
and  California-Nevada  were  among  units 
asking  that  present  disciplinary 
language  considered  derogatory  to 
homosexuals  be  struck.  Southern  New 
England  and  Iowa  endorsed  a  study  of 
the  entire  issue,  and  Wisconsin  passed  a 
petition  designed  to  provide  a  more 
flexible  approach  in  dealing  with 
homosexuals. 

No  conference  called  for  explicit 
approval  of  homosexuality. 

Size  of  episcopal  areas  was  a  concern 
in  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction  which 
faces  the  loss  of  one  bishop  in  1980 
because  of  shrinking  membership.  In  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  where  a  major 
study  of  annual  conference  boundaries  is 


underway,  several  units  asked  for  greater 
say-so  in  how  such  lines  are  drawn. 

In  another  part  of  the  nation,  both 
Tennessee  and  Memphis  voted  down 
proposals  which  would  have  merged 
them  into  one  conference. 

Eight  conferences  sent  petitions  to 
General  Conference  relating  to  the 
episcopacy.  Most  wanted  to  make  it 
easier  for  a  bishop  to  stay  longer  than  the 
present  limit  of  eight  years  in  an  area. 

SALT  II  won  endorsement  in 
California-Nevada,  Central  Illinois, 
Detroit,  East  Ohio,  Missouri  East, 
Pacific  Northwest,  South  Carolina, 
Western  North  Carolina,  North  Carolina, 
Oklahoma  and  West  Michigan.  Study  of 
issues  involved  was  called  for  in  North 
Dakota. 

Dropping  by  the  U.S.  of  sanctions 
against  the  government  in  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  headed  by  UM  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  was  called  for  in  North 
Georgia,  North  Dakota,  Nebraska, 
Tennessee,  Central  Illinois,  Missouri 
East,  Rocky  Mountain,  West  Ohio  and 
Western  Pennsylvania.  On  the  other 
hand,  Southern  New  England  applauded 
the  sanctions. 


By  CLYDE CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

DENVER  —  Bob  and  Bev  call  each 
other  “lover  ”  They  hold  hands  as  they 
walk  down  the  street.  They  gaze  lovingly 
into  each  other’s  eyes  and  flash  broad 
smiles  at  one  another.  They  sit  close 
together,  often  with  Bob’s  arm  around 
Bev. 

But  they  are  not  singles  in  love  with 
each  other  or  even  newly-weds.  Bob  and 
Bev  Strand  have  been  married  11  years 
and  have  two  children. 

Their  behavior  marks  them  as  people 
who  have  been  “encountered.”  And  that 
behavior  is  typical  of  the  190  couples 
from  19  states  from  California  to  New 
York  who  attended  the  first  national 
United  Methodist  Marriage  Encounter 
Convention  held  here  last  weekend. 

The  Marriage  Encounter  movement 
claims  to  make  good  marriages  better. 
The  Strands  of  Boulder,  Colo.,  say  it  has 
done  just  that  for  them.  Almost  five 
years  ago  they  went  through  the 
Marriage  Encounter  weekend. 

“The  experience  reordered  our 
priorities,”  said  Dr,  Strand,  a 
veterinarian  and  a  member  of  First 
UMC.  “It  created  an  awareness  of  the 
importance  of  our  relationship  as  a 
couple.  Before  the  weekend  Bev  and  I 
were  like  ships  passing  in  the  night.  We 
had  lost  what  had  brought  us  together  in 
the  first  place.” 

Mrs.  Strand  agreed.  She  said  they  are 
now  able  to  look  at  the  possibilities  for 
change  by  having  become  more  sensitive 
and  loving  toward  each  other.  “And  the 
results  spilled  over  to  our  kids,  the 
church  and  everyone.” 

Marriage  Encounter  consists  of 
married  couples  attending  a  weekend 
retreat  in  which  the  two  spouses  spend 
most  of  the  time  exploring  and 
strengthening  their  relationship  with 
each  other  under  the  guidance  of  a  lay 
and  a  clergy  team  couple.  Dialogue, 
discovering  and  expressing  feelings, 
worship  and  communication  are  means 
used  to  enhance  the  marital  relationship. 
A  follow-up  fellowship  group  continues  to 
provide  support  and  a  sense  of 
community. 

Growing  rapidly 

United  Methodist  leaders  say  the  lay- 
oriented  movement  is  growing  rapidly  in 
the  church,  pointing  to  the  136  weekend 
experiences  which  have  involved  4,138 
couples  since  the  UMs  began  their  own 
“encounters”  in  1976.  They  estimate  an 
additional  10,000  UM  couples  may  have 
“encountered”  through  other 
denominations  before  the  UM  group  got 
started. 

Marriage  Encounter  began  in  Spain  as 
a  movement  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  was  introduced  in  the  United 
States  in  1967.  Now  six  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  have  spun  off  from  the 
world  wide  Catholic  movement— with 
the  encouragement  and  help  of  the 
Catholics,  say  UM  leaders— and  sponsor 
their  own  “expression."  The  UM  Board 
of  Discipleship  last  year  officially  recog¬ 
nized  the  UM  Marriage  Encounter  as  one 
means  to  strengthen  Christian  marriage. 


The  Marriage  Encounter  symbol  is  a 
heart  with  two  circles  and  a  cross  inter¬ 
twined. 

Acknowledged  as  prime  movers  in  the 
UM  expression  are  Ron  Wheatley,  a 
chiropractor,  and  his  wife  Carol  of 
Atchison,  Kan.  They  told  TM/UMR  their 
marriage  of  18  years  had  lost  its  romance 
until  they  discovered  “the  spark  again” 
in  an  encounter  weekend  They  also 
began  to  see  Marriage  Encounter  as  a 
way  to  activate  couples  in  the  church,  as 
they  rediscovered  for  themselves  the 
significance  of  God  and  church  in  their 
family. 

The  movement  bears  down  heavily  on 
the  concept  that  “feelings  are  neither 
right  nor  wrong.”  The  Wheatleys  said 
this  idea  helps  spouses  communicate 
with  each  other  by  listening  and 
accepting  the  other  person’s  feelings 
without  judging  those  feelings  as  good  or 
bad.  Then  the  couple  “dialogues"  to 
work  out  any  problems. 

UMs  want  their  own 

The  desire  for  UMs  to  have  their  own 
Marriage  Encounter  began  with  couples 
in  Kansas,  Colorado  and  New  York  who 
had  been  “encountered”  through  a 
Catholic  weekend.  "But  we  wanted  more 
UM  couples  to  have  the  experience,” 
said  Dr.  Wheatley.  “The  waiting  lists 
were  so  long.  And  non-Catholics  in  a 
Catholic  encounter  cannot  participate  in 
Holy  Communion  —  a  high  spiritual 
experience  during  the  weekend.” 

Today  the  UM  expression  is  directed 
by  a  national  board  composed  of  one  lay 
and  one  clergy  couple  from  each  of  the 
church’s  five  jurisdictions  and  an 
executive  lay  couple,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Wheatley,  and  an  executive  clergy 
couple,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  Benesh 
of  Ogden,  Utah.  Currently,  150  couple 
teams  of  which  39  are  clergy,  are  trained 
to  lead  the  weekends. 

Admitting  that  Marriage  Encounter  is 
not  for  everyone,  Dr.  Wheatley  said  that 
“probably  only  10  percent ”  of  the  couples 
in  a  local  church  are  “encounterable.” 
But  he  said  the  weekends  are  available  to 
all. 

“I  think  I  can  speak  for  all  Marriage 
Encounter  couples  when  I  say  we  believe 
in  marriage  as  a  commitment  to  each 
other.  And  as  we  utilize  the  tools  of 
Marriage  Encounter  to  work  at  that 
commitment,  we  can  make  it  work,"  he 
said. 


Goals  met  in  five-point  charge 

Experimental  rural  ministry  works 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

TREMONT,  Miss.  -  A  United 
Methodist  minister  returned  to  rural 
pastoral  duties  last  year  after  a  five-year 
absence,  illustrating  the  old  adage  that 
sometimes  people  cannot  simply  be  told; 
they  must  be  shown. 

The  Rev.  Doyce  Gunter  found  rural 
churches  unable  or  unwilling  to  put  a  few 
of  his  pet  ideas  into  practice  when  he 
served  for  five  years  as  executive 
director  of  the  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center 
in  Hayesville,  N.C.,  owned  and  operated 
by  the  UMC’s  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 
He  finally  decided  to  try  them  out 
personally,  and  found  a  receptive  ear  in 
the  North  Mississippi  conference 

Church  leaders  of  the  five-point 
Tremont  charge  listened  to  his 
immediate  goals;  (1)  to  prove  that  rural 
churches  can  be  self-supporting;  (2)  to 
help  the  churches  become  more  active  in 
the  mission  field,  and  (3)  to  build 
community  feeling  among  the  five 
churches  as  well  as  among  area 
residents.  The  church  leaders  agreed  to 
enter  into  an  experimental  ministry  with 
him. 

One  year  later,  the  44-year-old 
minister  is  extremely  pleased  with  the 
progress  his  charge  has  made  in  these 
areas 

“It  has  been  excellent  thus  far,”  he 
told  TM/UMR  last  week  “We’ve  had  a 
few  things  that  haven’t  come  off,  such  as 
a  singing  school  this  week,  but  the 
enthusiasm  is  just  great  It  keeps 
increasing  ” 

Mr  Gunter  said  he  feels  the  key  to 
progress  has  been  a  farm  program  which 
is  a  cooperative  effort  of  the  five  UM 
churches:  Tremont  —  a  community 
church,  and  four  open  country  churches  — 
Mt,  Pleasant,  Mt.  Olive,  Asbury  and 
Hopewell.  Members  donate  the  use  of 


parts  of  their  land,  as  well  as  equipment 
and  labor,  to  raise  small  crops,  such  as 
peanuts,  peas,  tomatoes,  eggplant, 
peppers,  sorghum  cane  and  field  corn. 
Mr  Gunter  also  claims  the  cabbage 
patch  near  the  parsonage  is  “the  talk  of 
the  town  —  not  just  the  United 
Methodists;  the  whole  town,”  he 
laughingly  asserts. 

Step  toward  self-support 

Some  of  the  produce  is  marketed 
through  Birmingham,  with  the 
remainder  sold  at  a  roadside  stand.  At 
the  end  of  the  year,  the  profit  goes  into 
the  churches’  funds  as  a  step  toward  self- 
support.  Although  most  of  the  labor  is 
donated,  the  churches  repay  the  youths 
for  their  efforts  by  contributing  portions 
of  the  income  directly  to  youth 
programs. 

In  addition  to  the  church  benefits  from 
the  farm,  Mr.  Gunter  said  he  sees  the 
farming  efforts  contributing  to  the  future 
of  the  area  in  several  ways.  Those  include: 
experimenting  with  crops  that  can  be 
grown  on  small  fields;  trying  organic 
gardening  in  the  area  and  showing  it  can 
cut  costs  by  eliminating  the  need  for 
commercial  fertilizer;  and  eventually 
opening  the  church’s  marketing  outlets, 
such  as  the  roadside  stand,  to  other 
growers.  Mr.  Gunter  thinks  the  area’s 
labor  problems  can  also  be  relieved  by 
bringing  in  agricultural  students  from 
several  colleges  who  need  practical 
experience 

The  minister’s  goal  of  increased 
activity  in  missions  took  a  large  stride 
forward  this  spring,  with  the  270 
members  of  the  five  churches  agreeing 
to  keep  their  “loose  change”  and  bring  it 
to  church  once  a  month  for  dedication  to 
mission  efforts  The  first  month  brought 
in  $150,  with  successive  monthly 
contributions  in  the  $80-90  range. 


“We  have  more  loose  change  than  we 
think,”  Mr.  Gunter  observed  The 
monies  have  enabled  the  churches  to 
meet  five  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  appeals  with  a  total  of  $125  this 
year,  compared  to  $25  for  the  entire 
previous  year.  “That’s  a  500  percent 
increase,"  Mr.  Gunter  said 

The  fund  is  also  used  for  local 
emergencies  and  for  cases  such  as  a 
young  man  hitchhiking  from  Oregon  to  a 
job  in  Atlanta.  With  blistered  feet  and  no 
money,  he  stopped  at  a  member’s  home 
to  seek  help.  After  a  hot  meal  and 
conversation  with  Mr.  Gunter,  he  was 
put  on  a  bus  for  Atlanta,  and  later  wrote 
to  say  he  was  settled  and  working  at  his 
new  job. 

Looks  to  other  plans 

With  his  goals  of  self-support,  missions 
and  community  emphasis  nearer 
fulfillment.  Mr  Gunter  is  looking  to 
other  plans.  The  minister,  who  holds  a 
doctorate  degree  in  sacred  theology  with 
emphasis  in  rural  development,  hopes  to 
train  rural  ministers.  The  annual 
conference  is  looking  at  the  possibility  of 
assigning  “trainees”  to  churches  in  his 
area,  and  providing  him  with  associate, 
also  for  training.  Mr.  Gunter  additionally 
hopes  to  begin  writing  about  some  of  his 
efforts  and  ideas  this  fall. 

"I  would  like  to  use  my  training  in  this 
field  for  those  planning  to  spend  their 
lives,  or  some  amount  of  time,  in  rural 
ministry,”  he  said.  “I  have  served  21 
years  in  small  churches,  with  15  of  those 
years  in  rural  areas.  I  think  I’ve  learned 
some  things  that  might  be  helpful 

“The  basic  need  of  rural  churches  is 
leadership,  which  usually  begins  with  the 
minster,”  he  stressed  “That  means 
paying  a  salary  to  make  it  worthwhile  to 
have  a  trained  minister  there.  This  goes 
back  to  self-support  and  willingness  of 
the  churches.” 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  Training  in  Christian 
Education  required  Experience  desired  Church  has 
2,500  members,  competent  staff  and  excellent 
facilities  Salary  negotiable  Contact:  Mrs  Toy  F 
Reid,  P  O  Box  1346,  Kingsport,  Tenn  37662  (615) 
247-4977 

HOLYLAND  8  DAY  PILGRIMAGE  leaving  October 

8,  1979  Travel  with  an  experienced  Middle  East 
visitor,  Pastor  Walter  Wnek,  81  Main  St.,  Coventry, 

R  I  02816 

TWO  GREAT  TOURS!  Oct  16-31.  our  fifth  Holy 
Lands  tour  including:  a  5-day  cruise  following  the 
journeys  of  St  Paul  in  the  Mediterranean  area  and 
visits  to  Israel,  Egypt  and  Greece  June  12-27,  1960 
including  *Southern  Europe  and  passion  play  at 
Oberammergau.  Travel  with  Dr  ahd  Mrs.  Forrest 
Robinson.  Travel  Tours  Unlimited.  Box  8187, 
Wichita,  Kans  67206,  (316  )  696  2835 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  God  Loves  You' 
or  'Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,''  16  cents;  100,  $15  00; 
bronze  cross,  $1  50;  poems,  "Cross  in  my  Pocket,”  2 
cents  Plus  postage  Crosses  -  2,  1313  Falls  Church. 
Raleigh.  N  C  27609 

NEEDLEPOINT  the  United  Methodist  symbol 
Handpainted  on  a  =14  Zweigart  canvas  to  fit  5  x  7 
frame  Kit  includes  Paternayan  yam  $7  00  ppd 
Catalogue  available  $1  00  ppd  Newport  Needlepoint. 
Box  837  MO,  Newport,  R  I  02840 

DO  A  BETTER  JOB  IN  MANAGING  MONEY  Order 
workbook  and  budget  forms  by  writing  The  Money 
Manager.  Box  5867-M.  Arlington,  Tex.,  76011 
C-iaranteed,  ($2  50 plus  $1  00 handling) 

COUPLE  DESIRES  retired  couple  for  companion¬ 
ship  who  have  mobile  home  to  live  on  our  trailer 
pad  Free  cattle  grazing  rights  on  274  acres  ranch 
property  References  required.  •  512  >  966-3648  or 
Box  396,  Utopia.  Tex  78884 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collections,  accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christ  i.  Tex  78403 

SPIRIT  DUPLICATOR  FOR  SALE  Dependable 
machine  that  can  satisfy  needs  of  a  church  or  office 
This  A  B  Dick  217  Duplicator  still  has  manv  good 
years  of  service  Mr  Wells  Gow  (717)  273-2647 

CURIOUS  ABOUT  GOOD  NEWS1  Find  out  about 
this  UM  evangelical  movement  firsthand  For  free 
sample  copy  of  magazine  and  other  information, 
write  Good  News,  Box  165,  308  East  Main  Street, 
Wilmore,  Ky  40390 

CURRENTLY  TAKING  APPLICATIONS  for 
couples  to  work  with  youth  in  Group  Home  setting 
Salary,  vacation,  other  fringes  High  school  and 
references  required  Call  collect  —  United  Methodist 
Youthville,  Newton,  Kan  .  <  316  )  283-1950  -  extension 

65,  before  5  00  p  m  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
WANTED  1100  membership  Requires  experienced 
person  who  desires  to  work  with  all  age  levels 
Challenge  of  utilizing  new  facility.  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  to  Englewood  United  Methodist  Church, 

700  E  Dearborn.  Englewood,  Fla  33533 

APPLICATIONS  are  being  accepted  for  the  position 
of  Executive  Director  to  the  Marcy- New  berry 
Association,  two  community  centers  on  the  West  Side 
of  Chicago  Write  for  applications  by  June  30, 1979  to: 
Bishop  Paul  Washburn,  77  West  Washington  Street, 
Suite  1806,  Chicago.  Ill  60602 

RETIRED1  Unique  Village  live  independently, 
inexpensively,  ranch  house  Life  lease  $7,500  or  $75 
month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees  Apartments,  too  National  Church  Residences. 
Waverly.Ohio.  45690 

ATTEND  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY 
Summer  1980,  16  Days,  Travel  in  Austria. 

Yugoslavia,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary  Lucile  &  Bob 
Sanders,  tour  hosts,  Box  11351,  Ft  Worth,  Tex  76109 

Classified 


RATE:  55  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $13  75  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance 


SEPTEMBER  18  18  DAY  MIDDLE  EAST  including 
Baghdad.  Damascus,  Jordan,  Israel,  and  Athens 
October  1-8  12th  Pentecostal  World  Conference 
November  19  11-Day  Damascus/Jordan/Israel  with 
Athens  11-Day  Holy  Land  and  8-Day  Holy  Land 
various  departures  Contact:  World  Wide  Christian 
Tours,  P  O  Box  506,  Elizabethtown,  Ky.  42701  (502) 
769-5900 


AUGUST  5,  13-DAY  GRAND  CIRCLE  TOUR  with 
Chicago  Methodist  travel  group;  6  National  Parks 
including  Lake  Louise,  Banff,  Glacier  Contact 
Gerald  Smith  for  itinerary,  cost  802  Ingleside  PI., 
Evanston,  Ill  60201  Phone  (312  )  864-2768 


8-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  -  January  1980 
Christian  Group  Forming  Now  Hosts  needed 
WOM1TO,  PO  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs,  Fla 
33166 


RETIRED  PERSONS  able  to  drive  and  meet 
“potential  supporters’’  on  Long  Island,  N  Y  to 
generate  support  for  Ministry  to  Aged.  Commission 
and  expenses  Reply  Texas  Methodist,  Box  221076- 
RP,  Dallas.  Tex  75222 


ENTIRE  BIBLE  ON  CASSETTE  TAPES  KJ  or  RSV 
in  albums  Alexander  Scourby,  narrator 
Unconditional  guarantee  Amazing  low  price. 
Stamped  addressed  envelope  for  free  list  Rev  Carl 
Taylor,  Box  396,  Poteet,  Tex  78065 


FREE!!  GUIDE  TO  PIPE  ORGAN  TUNING/ 
REPAIR  with  new  subscription  to  '  King’s  Letter  ” 
Monthly  newsletter  on  everything  concerning  pipe 
organs,  church  music,  organists,  etc  Organist's  pay 
scale,  contract  Buying/Building/Repairing  pipe 
organs  Question  and  answer  department.  Send  $15 
for  year's  subscription  to:  King's  Letter,  Box  42TM, 
Zavalla,  Tex  75980 


WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 
with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  901  Clay  St.,  Houston,  Tex  77002 


OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  TOUR, 
Germany,  Austria,  Finland,  Russia  August  i960 
Free  brochure  Dr  Ira  B  Allen,  tour  guide,  over 
thirty  years  travel  experience  1015  Cedar  Ave  , 
Redlands,  Calif  92373 


WANTED  Director  of  Christian  Education  for 
growing  Gulf  Coast  church  adjacent  to  Houston  area 
An  excellent  opportunity  for  individual  who  desires 
to  grow  with  an  excited  congregation  Send  resume, 
including  professional  training  and  experience  to 
Rev  Robbie  Robinson,  c/o  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  469,  Liberty.  Tex  77575. 


NEED  Director  of  Christian  Education  with  degree 
or  local  church  experience  to  initiate  and  coordinate 
programs  Good  spirited  medium  size  congregation 
Salary  negotiable  Write  St  John's  United  Methodist 
Church,  111  Cloudcroft,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  78228. 
Phone  < 512)  433-7639  or  (512 i  684-1685 


HISTORY  OF  MERIDIAN  COLLEGE  1907  1  927  in 
Central  Texas  Conference  Lists  of  Trustees, 
Teachers,  Graduates,  Students  230  pages,  pictures, 
indes  Cloth  Texian  Press  1979  Price  $13  50  postpaid 
and  including  tax  Order  from  author  Rebecca  D. 
Radde.  Route  2.  Meridian.  Tex  76665 


GROUPS  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  great  Passion 
Play  -  America's  No  1  Drama!  Tickets,  lodging, 
recreation  and  meals  $14  per  person  at  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort,  Rt  1.  Eureka  Springs,  Ark 
72632  Phone  (501  >253-8418 


A  LOVELY  OLD  CHURCH  getting  its  second  wind  in  a 
growing  area  full  of  dynamic  people  desires  a 
Minister  of  Music  to  administer  its  active  program  of 
choirs  and  handbells  If  interested  send  resume  and 
picture,  including  professional  training  and 
experience  to  Rev  Robbie  Robinson,  c/o  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  469,  Liberty,  Tex  77575 


NEEDED:  Two  Program  Coordinators.  Men  or 
Women  to  work  with  young  children,  teens  and 
Senior  Citizens  College  graduate  with  background  in 
Christian  Education  and/or  Counselling  Should  be 
well  organized  and  flexible.  Prefer  knowledge  of 
Spanish.  Hours  generally  1  p.m  to  9  pm  with 
occasional  week-end  responsibilities.  Salary  based 
on  education  and  experience  Apartment  could  be 
provided  in  addition  to  salary  Begin  work 
August/September.  If  interested,  call  Mrs  Elizabeth 
Rodgers,  Executive  Director,  (609  )  365-5295,  9  a  m  -5 
p.m  ,  Mon.-Fri 


FUND  RAISING  Church  related  since  1948.  Sunrise 
Seminar  Campaign,  copyrighted  plan  Raise  $100,000 
—  one  million  or  more  Save  $50,000  to  $100,000  in 
professional  fees  Call  for  free  information  (913  )  273- 
5378 


EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR/ACTRESS  seeks  full 
time  position  in  church  drama  MFA  in  Religious 
Drama  from  Boston  University  For  references  and 
resume  write  Director.  2927  Biddleford  Dr,,  San 
Ramon.  Calif  94583 


WANTED:  Mature  couple  for  custodial, 
maintenance  work  in  active  church  of  1.400 
members  Mobile  home  on  the  premises;  all  utilities 
furnished.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  9625  North  Military  Trail,  Palm 
Beach  Gardens.  Fla  33410 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Staff  Assigned  to  Regions, 
Women's  Division.  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Requires  knowledge  of  and  work  with  United 
Methodist  Women,  interpreting  the  program  and 
responsibilities  of  the  Women's  Division.  Extensive 
travel;  residency  outside  NYC.  Contact  Barbara  E 
Campbell,  Room  1504  ,  475  Riverside  Drive,  NYC, 
10027 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  The  Louisville  Annual 
Conference  is  seeking  a  Director  of  Pastoral  Care 
and  Counseling  to  establish  a  pastoral  counseling 
ministry  for  the  Conference  Requirements 
qualified  pastoral  counselor  with  doctoral  degree  ( or 
its  equivalent);  certified  by  the  American 
Association  of  Pastoral  Counselors  and  the 
Association  for  Clinical  Pastoral  Education,  a 
United  Methodist  Minister  with  several  years  of 
parish  experience  Send  resume  to  Mrs  Roy 
Webster,  4008  Norboume  Blvd  ,  St  Matthews,  Ky 


AN  EXCHANGE  MINISTRY  is  sought  by  a  New 
Zealand  Union  (Methodist-Presbyterian*  Parish 
Minister  for  a  period  of  3  months  from  February 
I960  The  Parish  is  centered  in  a  farming  community 
with  a  rural  population  of  2,000  and  a  town  (Oxford) 
population  of  1 ,000,  and  is  situated  just  35  miles  from 
Christchurch,  the  4th  largest  University  city  of  New 
Zealand.  The  church  membership  is  200  with  the 
same  number  of  pastorally  contacted  homes.  Oxford 
is  within  an  hour's  drive  of  celebrated  climbing, 
fishing,  hunting,  jet-boating,  skiing  and  alpine  areas 
The  Minister  is  interested  in  an  exchange  involving  a 
pastoral  care  and  preaching  ministry  He  intends  to 
follow  the  exchange  with  a  survey  of  Industrial 
Chaplaincy  practice  within  the  United  States  Please 
write  direct:  Rev  Ian  E  M  Anderson.  Oxford 
District  Union  Parish,  3  Park  Avenue,  Oxford,  New 
Zealand 


SITUATIONS  WANTED  Minister  from  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Zealand  requires  temporary  Circuit 
Ministry,  until  approx  Dec  1979  En  route  to 
England  for  graduate  study  Theological  position, 
basically  Evangelical/Wesleyan  Wife  and  3 
children  Replies  and  conditions  to:  Rev  L  H 
Currie,  1109  N  Carroll  Ave  ,  #H.  Dallas,  Tex  75204  . 


HANDBELLS,  Handbell  accessories  "We  sell  —  We 
repair  "  Handbells,  P  O  Box  6124,  St  Matthews,  Kv 
40207 
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Shambling  Move  To  Baton  Rouge 

in  Shreveport  and  addressed  to  Mr 
Caraway.  The  bishop  will  continue  his 
office  in  New  Orleans  until  about 
January  1st.  Any  correspondence  you 
may  have  for  him  should  still  be  sent  to 
the  present  address:  1915  American 
Bank  Building,  N.0. 70130 

Woodland 
Bambrick 
Exchange 


Petitions 
To  General 
Conference 

Members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  may  now  send  petitions  for 
action  at  the  General  Conference  to  be 
held  in  1980,  according  to  Dr.  Tom  H. 
Matheny,  Conference  Lay  Leader.  The 
deadline  for  receiving  them  is  on  or 
about  March  1, 1980. 

Under  the  Book  of  Discipline,  any 
member  of  the  church  or  any 
organization  or  Annual  Conference  may 
petition  the  General  Conference  on  any 
point  in  the  Book  of  Discipline.  The 
General  Conference  must  make  some 
disposition  of  every  petition. 

If  you  desire  to  send  a  petition, 
remember  the  following: 

1.  Each  petition  must  be  signed  by  the 
sender,  if  an  individual,  or  by  an  officer 
of  the  organization. 

2.  Relationship  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  must  be  indicated. 

3.  Two  copies  must  be  sent. 

4.  Each  petition  should  deal  with  only 
one  paragraph  or  subject  from  the 
Discipline. 

It  is  preferred  that  the  petitions  be 
typed,  using  double  spacing;  but  this  is 
not  required. 

Petitions  should  be  sent  to  the 
Reverend  Newell  T.  Knudson,  P.O.  Box 
5098,  Eureka,  California  95501. 

NYMOToBe 
Held  At  Dillard 
University 

ALL  LOCAL  UMF  GROUPS  are 
encouraged  to  plan  to  visit  New  Orleans 
during  August  6-11  to  spend  one  day 
observing  at  the  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  (MYMO)  Convocation. 
Cost  is  only  $5.00  per  group  and  each 
UMFY  must  register  with  the  NYMO 
office  (Phone  no.  (615)  327-2700)  no  later 
than  July  15.  The  NYMO  staff  will  assist 
each  group  with  orientation  to  the  day’s 
activities  although  no  housing  or  meals 
can  be  provided  by  Dillard. 

All  visiting  groups  are  encouraged  to 
bring  with  them  a  banner  depicting  the 
Convocation  theme  “God’s  People:  An 
Everlasting  Rainbow”  and  the  name  of 
their  home  church  and/or  annual 
conference.  These  banners  will  be  hung 
around  the  Dillard  University  campus. 
All  banners  will  be  returned  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  Convocation  on 
Saturday,  August  11. 

‘Celebrate  life’ 


BATON  ROUGE  —  The  inspiring  musi¬ 
cal  “Celebrate  Life”  was  staged  by  the  90 
voice  Chapel  Choir  of  young  people  June 
5  at  the  LSU  Union.  The  choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Esther  Socolofsky,  has 
chosen  to  revive  this  unique  drama 
having  performed  it  in  12  states  and  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Session  in 
the  summer  of  1976. 

Baptizing  five 

SHREVEPORT  —  During  the  first 
year  of  his  ministry  at  Trinity  UMC,  Rev. 
Leo  Beck  has  had  the  pleasure  of 
baptizing  five  babies:  Jason  Paul  Collier, 
Jeremy  Curtis,  Jason  Clay  Logan, 
(grandson  of  Rev.  Beck)  and  twins 
Jennifer  Grace  and  Julie  Annette  Poole. 

Also  at  Trinity,  the  1979  Vacation  Bible 
School  was  recently  completed  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Sandra  Wiggins. 


John  Wesley  (Bill  Vance)  and  Rev.  Chris  Andrews;  the 
occasion  being  Wesley’s  visit  to  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church. 


John  Wesley  In  Slidell 


SLIDELL,  LA.  —  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church  here  recently  was 
visited  by  John  Wesley,  founder  of  the 
Methodist  Church  movement  in  England 
during  the  18th  century. 

During  the  Sunday  services,  John 
Wesley  interrupted  the  Rev.  Chris 
Andrews,  church  pastor,  and  proceeded 
to  give  the  more  than  350  persons  in  the 
congregation  a  short  and  direct  message 
on  the  Methodist  Church  and  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Methodist. 

John  Wesley  was  really  Bill  Vance  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  who  travels  throughout 
the  United  States  making  semi¬ 
impromptu  (invited  by  the  minister  and 
worship  committee  chairperson  but 
unbeknown  to  the  Church  laity)  visits 
during  scheduled  church  services.  He 
appears  in  18th  century  attire,  complete 
with  a  long-haired  graying  wig  and 
glasses,  and,  with  his  early  English 
dialect,  makes  the  congregation  think 
they  have  stepped  into  the  past. 

The  message  delivered  by  John  Wesley 
(Vance)  to  the  Slidell  churchgoers  was 
anything  but  old  fashioned.  He  told  the 
gathering  of  the  bicentennial  of  the 
Methodist  Church  to  be  celebrated  in 
1984,  addressed  members  of  the 
Administrative  Board  and  lauded  them 
for  their  leadership  and  dedication,  and 
praised  the  Sunday  School  teachers  for 


their  work  with  the  youth  of  the  church 
(the  church  recently  opened  a  new 
educational  wing  to  accommodate  the 
nearly  200  S.S.  students  each  week ) . 

John  Wesley  then  turned  to  Rev. 
Andrews  and  asked  “Are  you  going  on  to 
perfection?” 

Rev.  Andrews  answered  ”...  We  try  to 
be  pretty  understanding  around  here.  We 
know  that  nobody’s  perfect,  so  we  don’t 
expect  perfection.” 

Wesley  retorted,  “I  see.  Understanding 
your  fellow  man  and  tolerating  his  weak¬ 
ness,  is  true  Methodism.  Tolerating  your 
own  is  not.  I  charge  you  and  this  society 
to  read  and  to  meditate  upon  the  48th  verse 
in  the  5th  chapter  of  Matthew.  And  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so  until  this  evil  malady  called 
‘self-satisfaction’  is  purged  forever  from 
your  souls.” 

The  visitor  touched  on  various  other  as¬ 
pects  of  Methodism,  thanked  the  congre¬ 
gation  and  departed. 

Vance  took  the  image  of  John  Wesley 
several  years  ago  as  a  vehicle  to  carry 
his  message  throughout  the  country.  He 
travels  thousands  of  miles  annually 
bringing  his  witness  to  the  Methodist 
community. 

Vance  and  his  wife  are  members  of  a 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas.  He  is 
a  pilot  for  Frontier  Airlines. 


Duerson  Announces 
Pastor’s  School 

"The  Minister  As  Educator”  is  the 
theme  of  the  1979  Pastor’s  School,  to  be 
held  at  Centenary  College  during  July  30- 
August  1st. 

Dr.  Warren  Hartman,  Assistant 
General  Secretary  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  has  cited  the  local 
pastor’s  leadership  as  one  of  the  major 
factors  in  “successful"  church  school 
programs.  The  leadership  of  the  Pastor’s 
School,  taking  their  cue  from  that  fact, 
has  set  up  a  program  designed  to  assist 
pastors  in  all  the  areas  of  the  local 
church  where  the  teaching  ministry  is 
involved. 

The  school  is  a  three-day  session  of 
lectures,  worship,  and  fellowship, 
climaxed  by  a  banquet  on  Wednesday 
evening  in  honor  of  the  bishop. 

Rev.  George  Duerson,  dean  of  the 
school,  said.  "In  a  day  when  continuing 
education  programs  are  beihg  stressed 
by  all  professions,  it  is  equally  important 
that  local  churches  urge  their  ministers 
to  take  advantage  of  an  opportunity  such 
as  this  one.’’ 

Dr.  Leroy  Howe,  Professor  of 
Philosophical  Theology  and  Associate 
Dean  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology;  Dr. 
Tex  Sample,  Professor  of  Church  and 
Society  at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology; 
Dr.  W  J.  A.  Power,  Professor  of  Old 
Testament,  Perkins;  and  Dr  George 
Oute'n,  General  Secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  will  be  the 
leaders  for  the  school. 

Send  registrations  to  Rev  Howard 
Milo.  1706  Severine,  Shreveport,  La 
71103. 


Last  week,  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Shamblin 
moved  into  their  new  apartment  in  Baton 
Rouge  The  Town  House  is  located  at  1138 
N.  Foster  Drive. 

This  move,  requested  by  the  Con. 
Committee  on  Episcopacy,  and  approved 
through  official  channels  of  the  General 
Church,  is  the  first  step  in  relocating  the 
bishop’s  office.  The  other  conference 
offices  are  being  moved  to  ~the  same 
location  as  a  result  of  recent  Annual 
Conference  action. 

The  Conference  Trustees  are  taking 
the  necessary  steps  to  sell  the  Episcopal 
residence  and  the  parsonage  for  the 
Council  on  Ministries  Director  Money 
from  these  sales  will  be  put  aside  to  be 
used  as  part  of  the  cost  for  a  permanent 
Conference  Office  building 

The  Shamblin’s  apartment  will  be 
easily  accessible  from  the  Interstate  by 
way  of  the  College  Drive  exit  to  Foster 
Drive.  The  number  of  their  residence  will 
be  Apartment  No.  201 . 

Space  for  temporary  offices  has  been 
leased  a  few  blocks  from  the  bishop's 
residence,  at  666  N.  Foster  Drive,  Suite 
B.  It  is  expected  that  the  CCOM  offices 
and  most  of  the  Treasurer’s  office  will  be 
moved  to  this  location  by  the  end  of  this 
week.  J.  J.  Caraway,  newly  elected  Conf 
Treasurer,  will  continue  to  operate  that 
office  from  Shreveport  until  later  in  the 
summer.  All  remittances  that  go  to  the 
Treas.  Office  should  be  sent  to  Box  4303 

In  Memoriam 

Rev.  J.  E.  Hearn  died  on  Monday.  July 
2nd,  and  was  buried  from  Grace  UMC, 
Rusion  on  July  4th.  Reverend  Hearn  was 
conference  treasurer  until  his  retirement 
in  1968. 


School  Of  Christian  Mission 


"Dimensions  of  the  Kingdom  — 
Biblical  and  Contemporary”  is  the  theme 
of  the  1979  School  of  Christian  Mission, 
July  17-20 th,  and  July  20-22nd,  to  be  held 
on  the  campus  of  Centenary  College. 
Mrs.  Nancy  Carruth,  dean  of  the  school, 
has  announced  the  Study  Group  Leaders. 

The  Parables  study,  which  will  be 
taught  to  the  entire  school,  will  be  led  by 
Mrs.  Panthea  Freeman.  A  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Oklahoma,  Mrs. 
Freeman  serves  as  editor  of  the  paper 
for  Oklahoma  United  Methodist  women. 
She  has  led  spiritual  growth  retreats  and 
has  been  certified  to  teach  many  mission 
studies  in  United  Methodist  Women’s 
work. 

There  will  be  three  leaders  for  the 
study  on  Human  Rights  and  the 
International  Order:  Ms.  Maryruth 
Nickels,  Rev.  Charles  Sapp,  and  Mrs 
Nathaniel  Perry.  Ms.  Nickels  is  a 
member  of  the  Women’s  Division  staff, 
assigned  in  Atlanta.  She  received  her 
education  at  Butler,  Indiana;  Washington 
Universities;  and  Scarritt  College.  She 
has  been  a  teacher  and  guidance  counse¬ 
lor.  and  has  taught  in  India. 

Dr.  Sapp  is  now  serving  as  a  professor 
in  South  Oklahoma  City  Junior  College. 
He  has  held  several  pastorates  in 
Oklahoma;  and  holds  degrees  from 
several  universities.  Charles  Sapp  has 
taught  in  schools  of  Christian  Mission 
throughout  the  Jurisdiction  and  is  the 
author  of  numerous  books  and  articles 
dealing  with  sociology  and  philosophy. 

Mrs.  Clytie  Perry  has  been  Vice 
President  of  the  Louisiana  Conf.  UMW.  A 


native  of  Texas,  and  a  minister's  wife, 
Clytie  has  been  involved  in  all  the  roles 
and  missions  of  the  Church. 

The  study  on  “Middle  East  Mosaic” 
will  be  led  by  Mrs.  Inez  Christentery,  Mrs 
G.  W.  Pomeroy,  and  Mrs.  Ed  Cobb. 

Mrs.  Chrisentery  is  Associate  Director 
of  the  CCOM,  and  a  member  of  the 
General  Conference  delegation  from  La. 
She  is  widely  sought  as  a  teacher  in  S.  of 
C.M.  both  in  this  and  in  the  South  Eastern 
Jurisdiction. 

Mrs.  Barbara  Cobb  has  been  teaching  in 
schools  of  this  type  for  twenty  years.  She 
is  involved  in  community  and 
ecumenical  work  in  Nebraska  and  has 
conducted  five  tours  to  the  Middle  East. 

Mrs.  Lille  Mae  Pomeroy  is  a  native  of 
Baton  Rouge  and  attended  L.S.U., 
Scarritt  College,  and  La.  Tech.  The  wife 
of  the  late  G.  W.  Pomeroy,  she  has 
served  and  worked  in  many  areas  of  the 
state.  Mrs.  Pomeroy  has  also  taught  in 
numerous  S.  of  C  M  throughout  the 
jurisdiction. 

Dr.  Charles  McClure  was  bom  in 
Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  attended 
school  in  DeRidder  before  moving  to 
Texas.  A  graduate  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  he  is  a  member  of  Central 
Texas  Conf.,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
Assistant  Dean  and  teacher  of  their  S.  of 
C.M. 

Registration  for  the  Mid-Week  School 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday  morning  in 
James  Dormitory,  with  the  opening 
session  at  1:00  p.m.  .  Registration  for  the 
Weekend  School  will  be  held  on  Friday 
afternoon. 


Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland,  senior  minister  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell, 
and  his  family,  have  gone  to  Ireland, 
where  he  will  participate  in  the 
ministerial  exchange  program 
sponsored  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  For  six  weeks,  Rev.  Woodland 
will  serve  the  Lisburn  pastorate  of  Rev. 
Dennis  Bambrick.  who.  in  turn,  will 
serve  the  Slidell  Church.  The  exchange 
program,  now  in  its  twentieth  year,  will 
sponsor  44  pulpit  exchanges  this  summer 
between  United  Methodist  pastors  in  this 
country  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

Rev.  Bambrick  served  six  years  as  a 
missionary  in  Ghana,  West  Africa,  and 
also  has  been  part  of  a  special  peace¬ 
keeping  force  in  the  troubled  inner  city 
areas  of  Belfast,  Ireland  His  work 
includes  five  years  in  Dublin  doing 
"open-air”  evangelism.  His  present 
assignment  in  a  Belfast  suburb 
encompasses  two  churches  .  Lisburn  and 
Maghergall.  He  is  currently  general 
secretary  for  Overseas  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Ireland  He  will  be 
accompanied  to  Slidell  by  Mrs. 
Bambrick,  who  is  a  teacher  of 
handicapped  chidren,  and  by  two  of  their 
four  children. 


,1T$TT0 


The  Council  on  Ministries  offices 
and  Louisiana  Methodist  Office  have 
been  moved  to  Baton  Rouge.  We 
would  like  to  request  churches  that 
regularly  send  bulletins  or  church 
papers  to  check  their  address  plates 
and  make  a  correction  for  our 
address.  Articles  for  the  paper, 
subscription  changes,  etc.  should  be 
addressed  to: 

P.O.  Drawer  3057 
Baton  Rouge,  La  70821 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter 

LOUISIANA 
UNITED 
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J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop 
Byrl  Moreland,  Editor 


Official  publication  of  the  United  Melhodh! 
Church  in  Louisiana  Conference 


-Around  The  Conference 


Attention  all  Local  UMFY  Groups.  These  members  of  the 
Conference  Youth  Team  invite  you  to  New  Orleans  to  observe 
for  a  day  at  the  National  Youth  Convocation.  The  Convo  will 
be  held  August  6-11  at  Dillard  University.  Pictured  in  front  of 
St  Louis  Cathedral  in  the  French  Quarter  are  CYT  members 
(left  to  right)  Willis  Dear,  Doug  Robinson,  CYT  President; 
Susan  Hill;  Paul  Gulley;  Carol  Peters;  and  KathiFinnell 


LULING  —  United  Methodists. 
Presbyterians,  and  Episcopalians 
celebrated  Independence  Sunday  with  a 
combined  service,  “dinner-on-the- 
grounds,”  and  recreation.  The 
celebration  was  held  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

HAYNESVILLE  -  Members  of  First 
UMC  used  a  worship  setting  similar  to 
that  used  in  most  Boston  Churches  in  1776 
for  their  Independence  Day  Celebration. 
"Married  men  and  women  sat  together 
in  the  center  with  children  toward  the 
front  of  the  nave;  single  men  sat  toward 
the  back  or  in  the  balcony;  single  women 
sat  on  the  sides  of  the  main  floor.  The 
foresinger  lined  out  the  hymns;  and  the 
lay  leader  led  the  people  in  a  question 
and  clarification  period  following  the 
sermon  ”  Rev.  Peeples,  pastor,  said  the 
service  is  the  result  of  research  by 
Professor  Doug  Adams  of  the  Pacific 
School  of  Religion.  One  point  was  not 
clarified :  the  proper  length  of  the  service 
is  two  hours ;  but  no  record  was  given  for 
the  length  of  this  one. 

MASON  —  Members  of  the  Mason 
UMC  observed  an  annual  Family  Day 
Picnic  recently.  The  program,  sponsored 
by  the  UMW,  involved  one  person  from 
each  family.  Mrs.  Patricia  Jackson  was 
chairperson,  Rev  T.  E.  McElroy  is 
pastor. 


CLINTON  -  The  United  Methodist 
Women  of  Mt.  Zion  and  Asbury  UMC 
honored  Mrs.  Ola  Banks  of  Fisher  on  the 
occasion  of  her  retirement  from  the 
public  school  system.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Bell. 
Director  of  the  Council  on  Aging;  Mr  W 
W  Wilson,  Supervisor  of  Instruction. 
Mr.  John  James.  Principal  of  the  High 
School;  and  Mrs.  John  Blackman, 
President  of  the  BR-H  UMW,  were 
speakers  for  the  occasion. 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  -  Reginald 
H.  Field,  trustee  of  the  Bruce  McMillan, 
Jr.  Foundation,  presented  to  Centenary 
College  President  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb,  a 
check  in  the  amount  of  $15,000  from  the 
Foundation.  This  check,  added  to 
previous  grants,  represents  a  total  of 
$100,000  donated  by  the  Foundation  to  the 
General  Scholarship  Fund  of  Centenary 
College. 

BATON  ROUGE  —  The  Mission  Work 
Area  of  Ingleside  UMC  reports  that 
money  has  been  collected  for  8  mission 
projects  in  the  amount  of  $3,135. 

SHREVEPORT  -  Members  of 
Mangum  UMC  heard  Dr.  John  Hall  at  a 
fellowship  supper  recently.  Dr.  Hall, 
formerly  of  Shreveport,  is  now  a 
missionary,  a  minister,  and  a  teacher, 
who  works  with  primitive  Indians  of 
Cordoba,  Mexico. 


The  Shreveport  District 
Parsonettes  give  a  Tea  during 
Conference  each  year  in  honor 
of  the  bishop’s  wife.  The  tea, 
this  year,  was  done  in  the  style 
of  a  Country  Picnic.  Left  to 
right  —  back  row  —  Mrs. 
Aubrey  G  Walton,  Little  Rock; 
Mrs.  Donald  Webb,  Shreveport; 
Mrs.  Angie  Smith,  Shreveport. 
Front  row:  Mrs.  Harvey  Wil¬ 
liamson,  Shreveport;  Mrs.  Ken¬ 
neth  Shamblin,  Guest  of  Honor; 
and  Mrs.  Tom  Crosby,  Shreve¬ 
port. 
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Churches  must  adjust  ministry  to 
include  different  type  ‘families’ 


The  American  family  scene  is  rapidly 
changing. 

Anyone  who  still  doubts  that  oft- 
repeated  premise  should  look  at  the  most 
recent  statistics  on  American  families 
compiled  by  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau. 

Among  the  more  interesting  facts  are 
the  following: 

•  More  than  20  percent  of  all  American 
households  consists  of  one  person  living 
alone. 

•  The  greatest  growth  in  single-person 
households  has  been  in  the  35-and-under 
age  bracket. 

•  Sixty-two  percent  of  the  single- 
person  households  are  maintained  by 
women. 

•  Single  parent  families  also  have 
shown  a  dramatic  increase.  The  Census 
Bureau  predicts  that  half  of  all  children 
being  bom  today  will  spend  much  of  their 
lives  before  age  18  in  single-parent 
families. 

•  Unmarried  couples  living  together 
have  increased  by  117  percent  in  the  past 
ten  years  to  about  1.1  million  households. 

While  these  statistics  may  just  be  so 
much  trivia  to  many  Americans,  to 


United  Methodists  and  other  Christians 
they  represent  a  challenge  in  evangelism 
and  ministry. 

Far  too  many  local  churches  continue 
to  cling  to  the  “Ozzie  and  Harriett” 
model  of  the  American  family  —  a 
husband,  wife  and  two  children  living 
behind  a  white  picket  fence  in  the 
suburbs  —  while  neglecting  the  needs  of 
this  ever-increasing  single  and  single¬ 
parent  population. 

While  many  “families”  in  the  church 
are  composed  of  married  couples  and 
children  living  together,  we  need  to 
recognize  that  many  others  are  not. 

Single  persons  and  single-parent 
families  need  the  church  and  have  a 
contribution  to  offer  the  church  no  less 
than  others.  Relatively  few  churches, 
however,  have  ministries  which 
adequately  consider  their  unique  needs 
and  possible  contributions. 

We  urge  all  local  churches  seriously  to 
reassess  their  program  and  outreach  in 
light  of  the  changing  family  situation  in 
our  nation  as  reflected  in  these  most 
recent  census  statistics,  and  intentional¬ 
ly  to  seek  out  these  “other”  families. 


Hunger  still  an  urgent  problem 


Five  years  ago,  when  drought  in 
northern  Africa  pushed  thousands  of 
people  to  the  brink  of  starvation,  and 
American  newspapers  were  full  of 
pictures  and  stories  about  hunger. 
United  Methodists  and  other  Christians 
rallied  with  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  for  relief. 

More  recently,  with  hunger  out  of  the 
headlines  and  with  news  of  encouraging 
developments  in  such  perennially  hungry 
nations  as  India,  giving  to  hunger  causes 
has  declined.  Even  with  the  declared 
hunger  “missional  priority”  of  our 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

TM/UMR  welcomes  readers  of  a  new 
local  church  edition  at  First  UMC  in 
Ardmore,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference). 

Each  week  approximately  950 
subscriber-families  at  First  UMC  will 
receive  a  special  edition  of  TM/UMR 
with  local  church  news  printed  on  the 
front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  in  Ardmore  we 
say  “Welcome."  WTe  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  newspaper  informative 
and  that  you  will  join  with  our  other 
readers  across  the  nation  in  providing 
feedback  via  “Letters  to  the  Editor." 


church  for  the  past  three  years,  the 
response  has  rarely  exceeded  that  of  the 
days  when  the  daily  news  reminded  us  of 
this  need. 

Such  facts  are  ironic  in  light  of  recent 
assessments  of  the  world  hunger 
situation  by  the  head  of  the  United 
Nations  agency  charged  with  dealing 
with  global  food  shortages.  According  to 
statistics  compiled  by  that  agency,  more 
persons  are  starving  and  malnourished 
today  than  five  years  ago.  The  situation 
is  said  to  be  one  of  “inadequate  progress, 
of  challenges  yet  to  be  met  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  yet  to  be  seized  to  drastically  re¬ 
duce  hunger  and  malnutrition  in  the 
world.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  U.N.  agency 
pointed  to  the  church  as  the  most 
“innovative"  and  effective  organization 
to  date  in  efforts  to  supply  relief  and 
rehabilitation  for  areas  with  massive 
hunger  problems. 

We  hope  United  Methodists  will 
recommit  themselves  to  the  alleviation 
of  hunger  in  the  world,  and  that  — 
without  the  impetus  provided  by  the 
headlines  of  four  years  ago  —  will  step  up 
efforts  to  provide  relief. 

Money  contributed  to  fight  world 
hunger  through  both  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  and 
the  “Advance  Special”  for  world  hunger, 
does  make  a  difference.  We  urge  you  and 
your  church  to  support  —  or  increase  your 
support  of  —  these  funds. 


~My  Witness 


Apportionments:  worth 
our  joyous  support 


By  WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 
“I  was  glad  when  they  said  to  me.  ‘Let 
us  contribute  dollars  to  further  the  work 
of  Christ  and  His  church  through 
conference  apportionments.’  ”  (Psalm 
122: 1  a  radical  rewriting) 

At  the  recent  session  of  our  annual 
conference.  I  Jailed  to  hear  the  above 
sentiment  sounded  Some  spoke 
enthusiastically  in  behalf  of  the 
Missional  Priority  on  World  Hunger 
Others  expressed  strong  support  for 
Advance  Specials  generally.  However, 
much  that  was  said  about  apportion¬ 
ments  brought  to  my  mind  this  cluster  of 
thoughts: 

It  sounds  as  if  they  regard  apportion¬ 
ments  with  the  same  fondness  as  they  re¬ 
gard  taxes.  They  seem  to  resent  them  and 
certainly  show  no  joy  hen  paying  them. 
It  appears  that  if  they  could  reduce  their 


] 


uuiiiiiaifl 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller;  Cecil 
Copeland.  Data  Processing;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Debbie  Christian, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
Kay  Fielder,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Clyde  Chesnutt  and  Bud 
Herron,  Associate  Editors;  Sharon 
Mielke,  Senior  Staff  Writer;  Pat 
Sites,  Staff  Writer;  Otto  Nall, 
Contributing  Editor;  Production : 
Bill  Sybert,  General  Manager, 
TM/UMR  Productions;  George 
Wilhelm,  Printing  Plant  Manager. 

rhf  United  Methodist  Reporter  <  USPS954500)  Is 
owned  by  the  United  .Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  published  weekly  by  the  Newspaper 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council.  2S20  W.  Commerce  St..  Dallas.  Texas 
75212.  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  The  Texas 
Methodist  newspaper.  The  Reporter  maintains  no 
official  relationship  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  to  any  of  the 
denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies,  but 
does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for  .19  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  which  publish 
special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
policy  aimed  at  providing  Its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  United  Methodism's 
membership.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  are  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  publisher,  but  represent 
the  opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff. 
Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the 
Reporter  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Phone:  (214)630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes.) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $6.00  per  year  for 
national  edition:  rates  for  Annual  Conference  edi¬ 
tions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more  subscriptions  to 
the  national  edition,  available  upon  request 

Second  Class  postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas 
POSTMASTER  Please  send  address  changes  to 
P.O  Box  221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222 


share,  even  by  unfairly  increasing  others’ 
shares,  they  would  do  so.  One  gets  the 
feeling  that  they  view  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  the  general  church  as  adver¬ 
saries  which  are  out  to  undermine  the 
authentic  Christian  work  of  the  local 
church. 

I  thought  further:  Surely  that’s  not  the 
way  apportionments  should  be  viewed. 
Apportionments  should  be  seen  as  a  way 
to  undergird  financially  work  Christ 
wants  done  and  as  a  means  of  extending 
the  local  church’s  outreach. 

If  apportionments  support  work  at 
variance  with  God’s  will,  then  our  stance 
should  be  not  to  give  grudgingly,  but  to 
vote  those  works  right  out  of 
apportionment  support  altogether.  Then 
to  the  warranted  works  that  remain,  we 
should  give  gladly,  remembering  that 
“God  loves  a  cheerful  giver”  (II  Cor. 
9:7). 

So.  my  plea  is  this:  Let’s  scrutinize  all 
apportionments  closely  and  identify 
anything  at  variance  with  the  mind  of 
Christ,  as  best  we  can  perceive  it.  What 
can’t  be  reconciled,  let’s  surgically 
excise.  What  remains,  let’s  fund  joyfully 
and  enthusiastically.  (Of  course,  since 
the  bulk  of  apportionments  emanate 
ultimately  from  General  Conference, 
perhaps  the  most  we  can  actually 
accomplish  is  the  election  of  delegates 
who  will  take  a  searching  look  in  our 
behalf.  Also.  I  suppose  it’s  possible  that 
some  well-reasoned  letters  to  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  cbuld  conceivably 
influence  the  preparation  of  the  general 
askings  for  1981-84.) 

Let’s  call  a  halt  to  all  talk  of  taxation. 
Rather  let’s  rejoice  that  we  have  the 
opportunity  to  keep  the  good  ship  church 
sailing  steadily  through  troubled  seas. 

May  I  identify  something  which  would 
be  truly  lamentable?  A  situation  might 
come  to  pass  where  there  was  no  way  to 
further  the  cause  of  Christ  beyond  the 
bounds  of  our  individual  local  parishes. 
That  would  indeed  be  a  bummer ! 

I  think  we  all  should  rejoice  that  we 
have  an  instrumentality  which  allows 
each  of  us  to  live  and  work  where  we  do 
—  and  still  exert  some  influence  for  good 
virtually  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  For  one 
thing,  it  helps  me  feel  more  faithful  to 
Jesus'  commission:  “Go  forth  to  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  proclaim  the  good 
news  to  the  whole  creation."  (Mark  16:15 
NEB). 

Really,  upon  reflection,  aren’t  you  glad 
for  apportionments,  too? 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
William  Sanford,  is  pastor  of  Kingsburg 
UMC  in  Kingsburg.  California. 
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SPORTS  CAN  TEACH 
US  THAT  600 
SHOULD  HAVE  A 
PART  IN  ALL 
OUR  ACTIVITIES 


ANP  RIGHT  NOW, 
WITH  THE  5ASES 
LGAPIP,  I'm 
PRAYING-  FOR  A 
BASE  HIT 


Here  I  stand 

What  is  the  truth  for  those 
who  are  followers  of  Christ? 

RvWII  I  M„MI  ITT  .... 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  WILL  McNUTT 

Recently  a  panelist  on  a  television 
show  I  was  watching  wondered  out  loud 
why  Jesus  warned  that  he  had  not  come 
to  bring  peace,  but  a  sword  (Matthew 
10:34;  Luke  12:51).  None  of  the  other 
panelists  suggested  an  answer,  and  so 
the  question  was  dropped,  but  suddenly 
some  things  began  to  fit  together  for  me 
like  pieces  of  a  jigsaw  puzzle. 

The  history  of  the  church  and  the  world 
for  the  past  2,000  years  is  a  record  of 
divisions.  Even  the  early  church 
experienced  divisions  with  people  like 
the  Gnostics,  who  insisted  that  Christ 
was  wholly  divine  and  only  pretended  to 
be  human,  and  the  Donatists,  who  could 
not  forgive  repentant  church  leaders  who 
had  denied  Christ  during  times  of  Roman 
persecution.  The  thread  of  these 
divisions  can  be  followed  through  the 
reign  of  the  emperor  Constantine,  the 
Dark  Ages,  the  Middle  Ages,  the 
Reformation,  and  into  the  present  with 
all  the  divisions  between  and  within 
denominations. 

But  to  show  that  the  prophecy  is  being 
fulfilled  doesn’t  answer  the  question 
why.  Was  Jesus  looking  into  some  crystal 
ball  to  predict  the  future?  No.  I  think  he 
could  discern  human  nature  better  than 
anyone,  and  he  saw  how  his  coming 


Will  McNutt 


would  affect  the  human  condition 

Here,  my  thoughts  turned  to 
considerations  of  Adam  and  Eve  as 
Everyman  and  Everywoman,  which  is  in 
accord  with  the  United  Methodist 
Discipline. 

Each  of  us  sins  originally  by  eating  of 
the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil .  .  . 
we  attempt  to  be  as  gods  ...  we  die  (to 
innocence) .  .  .  feel  ashamed  (naked) .  .  . 
become  fearful,  turn  defensive  and 
attempt  to  justify  our  behaviour  by 
transferring  the  blame  (“The  serpent 
beguiled  me”  .  .  .  “My  wife  made  me  do 
it.”) 

Our  history  until  the  time  of  Jesus  was 
one  of  groping  to  find  our  way  out  of  the 
human  dilemma,  trying  to  be  as  gods. 
Then  Jesus  came  and  showed  us  how  to 
be  as  gods.  He  said,  in  effect,  to  be  as  God 
you  should  surrender  all,  freely,  just  as 
he  does;  look  down,  not  up;  don’t  indulge 
in  self-pity,  but  be  concerned,  as  God  is. 
with  others,  even  those  who  lord  it  over 
you  and  Him  by  usurping  God’s  power. 
( One  of  the  ways  we  indulge  in  self-pity  is 
in  considering  people  who  are  suffering, 
and  we  think,  “Oh,  I’d  hate  to  be 
suffering  like  that,”  and  right  away  we 
demand  that  the  government  or 
somebody  do  something  to  help  those 
people,  even  if  we  have  to  come  to  their 


Should  Christians  buy  stock? 
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To  the  Editor 
In  a  recent  letter  to  the  editor  from 
John  A.  Campbell  (TM/UMR,  June  15), 
the  question  was  posed:  “Why  should  the 
United  Methodist  Church  or  any  of  its 
subdivisions  be  permitted  to  take  a 
gamble  on  the  stock  market  with  money 
that  we  have  entrusted  to  their  care?"  As 
a  United  Methodist  and  an  employee  of  a 
member,  firm  of  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange,  I  would  like  to  respond. 

First,  Jesus  taught  that  we  should 
trade  and  invest  in  the  parable  of  the 
pounds.  This  is  found  in  Luke  19:11-26. 
When  the  nobleman  Jesus  spoke  of  left, 
he  gave  his  servants  money  and  said, 
“Trade  with  these  till  I  come."  When  he 
returned  he  wanted  to  know  what  they 
had  gained  by  trading.  One  had  gained 
ten  times  the  amount,  another  five.  One 
had  done  nothing  and  was  called  a 
wicked  servant.  When  anyone  is 
entrusted  with  management  of 
resources,  he  should  always  try  to 
increase  them. 

The  question  now  arises,  why  the  stock 
market?  Because  the  market  is  an 
investment  in  the  American  free 
enterprise  system.  If  you  believe  in  the 
economic  system  we  have,  you  have  to 
believe  in  our  stock  market.  Such 
companies  as  IBM,  AT&T.  Exxon,  GM 
and  US  Steel  are  organizations  that 
employ  thousands,  pay  millions  in  taxes 
and  donate  large  sums  of  money  to 
charitable  causes.  If  there  were  no 
marketplace,  these  companies  would 
have  no  way  to  distribute  shares  of 
ownership  or  debt  obligations.  There 
would  be  no  secondary  market  for  those 
who  already  own  these  securities.  With 
no  way  to  raise  capital,  companies  could 
not  expand  and  new  companies  could  not 
form.  Our  whole  economic  system  would 
suffer! 

The  principal  reasons  the  stock  market 
exists  are  to  raise  capital  and  provide  a 
secondary  marketplace.  It  is  not  a  get 
rich  quick  scheme.  To  equate  it  with  a 
casino-type  gambling  environment  is  the 
same  as  saying  a  farmer  is  a  gambler 
when  he  plants  wheat,  or  a  rancher  when  he 
buys  cattle,  or  a  car  dealer  when  he 
purchases  an  inventory  of  cars.  By  using 
a  disciplined  method  of  evaluating, 
buying  and  selling,  one  can  expect  that 
those  companies  that  raise  capital 
through  the  marketplace  will  provide  a 
better  than  average  rate  of  return  to  all 
—  whether  they  be  retired  people  living 
off  dividends  and  interests,  parents  who 
have  invested  for  their  children's 
education  or  people  in  their  ac¬ 
cumulation  years.  We  can  be  thankful 
that  our  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
subdivisions  do  invest  in  the  market. 

Larry  W.  Logan 

Piedmont.  Oklahoma 

Doesn’t  approve 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  15  issue  John  Campbell  of 
Atlanta,  Georgia  pointed  out  that  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Pensions 
states  that  a  large  portion  of  their 
reserves  are  stock  market  purchases. 

I  have  been  in  the  “money  business" 
for  the  last  30  years.  I  purchase  and  own 
common  stocks.  I  am  a  licensed  security 
dealer.  My  advice  to  all  of  my  customers 
is  that  they  put  “only  the  money  you  can 
afford  to  lose"  in  the  stock  market. 

I  do  not  approve  of  any  of  my  church's 
reserves  being  invested  in  common 
stocks. 

George  D.  James  Jr. 

Unadilla,  New  York 

Not  gambling 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  United  Methodist,  I  have  been 
pleased  to  know  that  our  church's 
General  Board  of  Pensions  has  the  good 
judgment  to  invest  in  securities  of  good 
American  industrial  and  utility 
companies  (TM/UMR  letters.  June  15). 
This  is  by  no  means  gambling  with  the 
money  entrusted  to  it. 

People  who  know  very  little  about 
investments  are  inclined  to  accept 
cliches  such  as  “playing  the  stock 
market."  There  is  a  world  of  difference 
between  this  and  sound  investing,  such 
as  is  demonstrated  by  our  Board  of 
Pensions. 

I  would  congratulate  the  Board  of 
Pensions  on  the  sound  judgment  which 


it  demonstrates  in  investing  and  would 
urge  that  it  continue  to  follow  the  course 
which  it  has  set. 

David  L.  Arm 
Newark,  Delaware 

Try  writing 

To  the  Editor: 

Summer  vacation  is  almost  upon  us. 
School  will  be  out.  Here  in  California 
because  of  Prop.  13,  in  many  locations 
there  will  be  no  summer  school, 
grammar,  elementary,  high  school  or 
junior  college  level. 

For  the  youngster  who  asks,  “What 
can  I  do?”  may  I  suggest  to  those  with  a 
journalistic  bent  that  they  become  their 
church  reporter  and  record  some  of  the 
activities  that  occur  at  church  and  in 
their  neighborhoods  and  mail  them  in  to 
their  local  newspapers. 

Even  the  invalid  or  the  shut-in  might 
try  his/her  hand  at  the  typewriter  and 
consider  submitting  a  short  story  for 
publication. 

With  no  teachers  other  than 
themselves,  the  student  writers  might 
find  getting  a  short  article  printed  as 
exciting  as  mountain  climbing. 

Most  articles  submitted  to  a  small 
daily  relating  events  such  as  Vacation 
Bible  School  or  senior  citizen  activities 
are  submitted  with  no  expectations  of 
reimbursement.  Even  a  short  news 
release  eight  lines  long  about  a  church 
picnic  or  choir  recital  could  make  a 
novice  reporter  feel  that  his  efforts  were 
worthwhile.  And  the  people  involved  who 
donated  their  time  to  make  the  picnic  or 
recital  a  success  feel  that  their  efforts 
were  appreciated  by  the  community. 

Marjorie  D.  Martin 
San  Francisco.  California 

Over-organized? 

To  the  Editor: 

After  the  1968  merger  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  with  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church,  I  was  teaching 
a  course  on  the  structure  of  the  new 
United  Methodist  Church.  A  fine  member 
of  the  class  remarked  that  the  new  local 
church  Council  on  Ministries  seemed  like 
a  “fifth  wheel"  in  the  church.  I  replied 
that  it  was  a  part  of  our  new 
organization,  and  we  should  try  to  make 
it  work  if  we  could. 

Eleven  years  of  experience  since  then 
have  convinced  me  that  the  Council  on 
Ministries  in  the  local  church  is  a  “fifth 
wheel”  that  is  not  needed.  The 
Administrative  Board  can  assume  all  its 
functions  and  the  Work  Area 
Chairpersons  can  report  directly  to  the 
board  each  month. 

The  1976  Discipline  states  that  the 
chairpersons  are  necessary,  but  the  work 
area  commissions  are  optional.  Each 
church  must  decide  for  itself,  by  vote  at 
the  Charge  Conference,  whether  it  needs 
full  commissions  or  just  chairpersons. 
Larger  churches  may  need  the  full 
commission,  but  in  the  smaller  churches 
only  the  chairperson  may  be  needed, 
along  with  the  required  committees. 

Many  of  our  churches  are  over- 
organized  today,  and  every  time  we 
streamline  them  we  add  more  wheels. 
We  need  to  decrease  our  organization 
and  depend  more  on  the  Holy  Spirit’s 
power  for  spiritual  vitality  to  fulfill  our 
Christian  mission. 

John  W.  Lewis 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

Channels  effective 

To  the  Editor: 

It  has  been  gratifying  for  us  here  in 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  to  read  Bud  Her¬ 
ron's  reports  concerning  our  “situation" 
and  the  church  in  this  situation  (TM/ 
UMR,  April  27,  May  4  and  11).  Numerous 
people  here  appreciated  that  he  came 
and  witnessed  our  experiences 
Concerning  the  gifts  of  money  from  the 
churches  there  to  help  the  church  here, 
please  know  that  the  Advance  Specials 
are  still  valid  ways  of  undergirding  us. 
Don't  hide  behind  the  “situation." 
Specifically,  in  the  “Church  Alive  in 
Umtali."  we  have  the  Dangamvura 
Church,  an  approved  asking  for  all  of  this 
quadrennium.  erected  with  walls  but  no 
roof.  Why?  No  Advance  gifts. 
Dangamvura  means  “where  the  rains 
come  first."  With  the  rains  coming  on. 
perhaps  there  is  one  type  of  blessing. 
However,  this  congregation  as  well  as 


others  look  to  the  “partners  in  mission" 
idea  for  a  blessing.  We  would  prefer 
something  of  the  spirit  of  the  “living 
water”  to  encourage  us  to  stay  alive  in 
our  time  of  testing. 

Charles  M.  Miller 

Salisbury,  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia 

We’re  not  over-armed 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  interesting  to  read  your  editorial 
in  the  June  15  issue  of  TM/UMR 
headlined  “More  military  hardware 
sometimes  means  less,  not  more 
security."  I  can  agree  in  principle  with 
that  concept.  I  cannot  agree  that  we  are 
not  at  that  point. 

What  is  debatable  is:  when  does 
spending  become  excessive?  The  answer 
to  that  question  certainly  would  be  when 
there  is  no  longer  a  need  for  the 
continuing  level  of  services,  supplies 
and/or  equipment  being  purchased.  In  a 
recent  conversation  with  one  of  our 
congressmen,  N.  V.  Ogarkov,  Marshall 
of  the  Soviet  Union,  said:  “The  Soviet 
Union  has  military  superiority  over  the 
United  States  and  henceforth  the  United 
States  will  be  threatened.  You  had  better 
get  used  to  it.”  Most  knowledgeable 
people  agree  with  that  statement. 

Christians  constantly  work  for  peace 
on  earth,  and  all  true  Americans  rejoice 
in  that  peace.  Americans  work  hard  to 
make  this  precious  gift  endure,  They 
know  it  is  through  the  Grace  of  God  and 
the  power  of  the  United  States  that  we 
owe  the  survival  of  liberty  in  our  century. 
We  recognize  also  that  it  is  a  natural  trait 
to  prepare  for  war  only  when  war  comes. 
With  today’s  weapons,  there  will  be  no 
time  for  preparation.  We  must  be 
prepared  beforehand  or  perish. 

Our  capability  for  decisive  war¬ 
winning  response  to  any  attack  is  the 
surest  guarantee  of  peace.  Forces  that 
cannot  win  will  not  deter.  These  forces 
must  be  made  and  kept  strong  at  any 
cost.  It  was  Thomas  Fuller  who  said  it 
very  well,  “Let  not  thy  will  roar,  when 
thy  power  can  but  whisper." 

We  not  only  need  to  become  the 
strongest  nation  but  we  must  maintain 
that  strength.  If  we  fail  in  this,  America’s 
epitaph  might  begin:  “Here  lies  the  only 
civilization  that  perished  at  the  peak  of 
its  power,  with  its  power  unusued.  Here 
lies  a  decent  people  who  wanted  love,  not 
empire  and  got  neither:  who  tried  to 
trade  power  for  popularity  and  lost 

both  J.W.Amott 

Austin.  Texas 


aid  with  the  sword.  But  God,  through  his 
son,  is  saying:  “All  right,  you  wanted  to 
be  as  gods,  and  so  you  are:  You  feed 
them.  You  be  responsible.  You  take  the 
initiative.  Share  all  that  you  have.  Don’t 
ask  the  government  or  someone  else  to  do 
it.  And  don't  offer  some  superstituous 
prayer  for  me  to  work  a  miracle.) 

Jesus  summed  it  up  thus:  “If  you 
continue  in  my  word,  then  are  you  my 
disciple  indeed;  and  you  shall  know  the 
truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free." 
(John  8:31-32) 

And  what  is  truth?  I  think  it  is  in  the 
knowledge  that  we  are  all  sinners.  But 
Jesus,  even  as  he  revealed  to  us  what 
God  is  (without  Thomist  intellectual 
gymnastics  to  prove  God  exists),  knew 
that  we  would  not  live  up  to  His  perfect 
example.  We  would  revert  to  the  Old 
Adam,  seek  to  justify  ourselves  by 
coming  to  God's  defense,  with  the  sword 
if  necessary.  In  reality,  we  are  not 
defending  God,  who  needs  no  defense, 
but  our  own  pride,  our  tendency  to 
preserve  our  life,  our  self-will.  The 
organized  church,  down  through  the  ages 
and  in  the  present,  points  with  pride  to 
having  helped  with  such  matters  as 
spreading  the  faith,  ending  slavery, 
providing  religious  and  political 
freedoms,  and  improving  economic 
conditions.  All  of  this  has  been  done  more 
often  than  not  with  the  sword.  In  using 
the  sword,  have  we  truly  comprehended 
Jesus’  declaration:  “You  shall  know  the 
truth  and  the  truth  shall  set  you  free?" 
Have  we  really  freed  anyone,  even 
ourselves?  Can  the  blind  lead  the  blind? 
Will  we  ever  learn? 

From  his  prophecy  (not  peace,  but  a 
sword)  and  his  apocalyptic  visions,  it 
does  not  seem  that  Jesus  believed  any  of 
us  would  ever  learn  perfectly  (that  is 
why  we  plead  for  mercy),  or  that  some  of 
us  would  learn  at  all.  Our  tendency  has 
been  to  think  that  we  are  gradually 
improving  the  world,  bringing  it  closer  to 
God.  If  we  reason  that  Jesus  worked 
among  the  poor  because,  being 
dispossessed,  they  were  already  closer  to 
God  than  the  rest,  we  might  well 
conclude  that  since  today’s  world 
population  is  nearing  the  four  billion 
mark  and  they  say  two-thirds  of  the 
population  go  to  bed  hungry  every  night 
then  we  have  a  world  closer  to  God.  But 
where  does  that  leave  us  in  America? 
More  particularly,  where  does  it  leave 
American  Methodists?  Might  we  also  be 
moving  closer  to  the  apocalypse: 
“Nation  will  rise  against  nation  .  .  .  wars 
and  rumors  of  wars  .  .  .  men’s  love  will 
grow  cold  .  .  .  earthquakes  in  diverse 
places?” 

Speculation  along  these  lines  can  be 
both  dangerous  and  irrelevant.  But  some 
theologians,  reflecting  on  the  Nazi 
holocaust  during  World  War  II, 
concluded  that  the  world  is  not  getting 
better  as  we  generally  think  and  hope. 
They  said  we  need  to  rethink  our 
concepts  of  history  and  Christianity. 
This,  however,  is  a  continuing  process; 
every  generation  has  to  rethink  its  con¬ 
cepts.  This,  I  believe,  is  what  we  are 
doing  today  in  the  United  Methodist  and 
other  churches. 

A  good  starting  point  is  with  the 
prophecy:  “Not  peace,  but  a  sword." 
Having  thought  that  through,  if  my 
reasoning  is  correct,  will  lead  us  to  see 
God  and  Christ,  not  above,  but  in  the 
least,  the  salt  of  the  earth,  the  leaven,  the 
suffering  servants,  the  uneducated,  the 
unlovable.  We  will  turn  the  world  upside 
down.  Also,  if  my  reasoning  is  correct,  I 
think  this  will  help  us  to  recapture  some 
of  the  zeal,  the  striving  after  perfection, 
of  John  Wesley  and  those  seemingly  half 
demented  circuit  riders  of  American 
Methodism. 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  the  church 
This  week  s  contributor.  Will  McNutt, 
is  a  member  of  Christ  UMC  in 
Shreveport.  Louisiana. 


Children  suffer  the  most. 

All  members  of  a  society  suffer  when  confronted  with  civil 
strife,  but  children  suffer  the  effects  most  severely.  They  are 
the  most  fragile,  defenseless  and  innocent.  In  the  Middle  East, 
where  hundreds  of  families  have  been  uprooted,  many  children 
have  lost  a  parent  and  have  special  needs. 

Your  gift  to  UMCOR's  Child  Support  Pro¬ 
gram  will  help  meet  the 
needs  of  children  in 
this  area  of  the  world 
with  food,  clothing, 
medical  assistance  and 
education.  Express  your 
love  and  compas¬ 
sion  for  these  chil¬ 
dren  with  a  gift 
today. 
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Some  people  may 
have  doubts  about 
the  value  of  local 
churches.  “But  not 
one  of  them  is  a 
child.  Kids  believe 
the  local  church  is 
where  the  basics 
are  taught,’*  says 
Merle  Allison  John¬ 
son  in  the  chapter 
“The  Church  Has  a 
Pretty  Good  Track 
Record  with  Kids.” 

This  line  drawing 
by  Charles  Cox  is 
one  of  several  to  be 
found  in  Mr.  John¬ 
son’s  book,  “How  to 
be  Happy  in  the  Non- 
Electric  Church." 


Book  review 


‘Electric  Church 
meets  opposition 


By  LOVETT  HAYES  WEEMS  JR. 

Why  is  the  world’s  best-known  faith 
healer  building  the  world’s  best  medical 
facility?  Why  can  religious  superstars 
live  down  scandals  that  no  local  pastor 
can  survive?  Is  the  current  proliferation 
of  religious  broadcasting  to  be  applauded 
or  deplored? 

If  such  questions  have  crossed  your 
mind,  you  will  be  fascinated  by  Merle 
Allison  Johnson’s  critique  of  media 
religion  in  his  new  book  “How  to  be 
Happy  in  the  Non-Electric  Church.’’ 

For  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Electric  Church 
(700  Club,  PTL,  Billy  Graham,  Oral 
Roberts,  etc.)  is  no  friend.  He  concludes 
that  its  contribution  to  the  life  of  the  local 
church,  despite  protestations  to  the 
contrary,  is  so  minute  as  to  be  almost  nil ! 
In  fact,  the  Electric  Church  practitioners 
have  a  detrimental  influence  in  several 
ways: 

They  present  models  of  behavior  and 
worship  inappropriate  for  use  by  the 
local  church.  By  trying  to  imitate  each 
fad  the  media  preachers  send  down  the 
pike,  the  local  church  has  just  about  lost 
its  own  unique  identity,  Mr. 
Johnson  says. 

They  make  us  feel  inadequate.  “I’ve 
learned  not  to  be  intimidated,’’  says  the 
Arkansas  pastor,  “by  those  folks  who 
have  a  message  for  us  if  we  will  only 
write  in.  We  have  a  message  for  them.  It 
is  about  how  to  be  happy  and  secure 
without  extravagant  trappings.  They  are 
in  the  minority.  They  ought  to  be 
listening  to  us.’’ 

They  take  more  than  they  give.  It  takes 
literally  millions  of  dollars  to  support  the 
life-style  of  the  Electric  World.  Recent 
news  reports  concerning  refusal  by 
several  of  these  groups  to  provide  public 
financial  disclosures  cast  a  dark  cloud 
over  such  operations. 

They  make  hometown  worship  seem 
dull  by  comparison.  “We  are  told  that  we 
are  not  informed  if  we  are  not  with  the 
charismatic  movement  one  day  or 
dabbling  in  experimental  worship 
routines  another .  . 

Along  with  his  attack  on  the  Electric 
Church  goes  a  strong  affirmation  of  the 
local  comer-lot  vanilla  church, 
particularly  the  small  church,  in  its 
ministry  of  changing  the  world  one  day 
at  a  time. 

Several  chapters  offer  specific 
suggestions  to  church  members  on  how 
they  can  relate  to  the  minister  as  a 
person  in  a  more  wholesome  way. 
(Chapters  6-10  provide  excellent  ideas 


which  could  help  all  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee  members  ’  Other 
sections  give  ministers  suggestions  for 
energizing  the  essentials  of  the  local 
church. 

Throw  away  the  slogan  buttons  and 
bumper  stickers,  says  this  author,  and 
return  to  something  more  basic.  The 
Electric  Church  may  be  flashy  but  the 
power  of  God  is  to  be  found  much  closer 
to  home. 

Dr.  Weems  is  pastor  of  First  UMC. 
Philadelphia,  Miss. 

“How  to  be  Happy  in  the  Non-Electric 
Church”  by  Merle  Allison  Johnson, 
Abingdon.  1979, 112  pp.  (6.95. 


UMC  shows 
membership 
loss  in  ’78 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  -  According  to 
preliminary  membership  reports,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  lost  about 
83,000  members  during  1978.  That’s 
about  30,000  more  than  in  1977  and  the 
largest  decrease  since  1975,  when  the 
UMC  lost  97.000  members. 

Reports  from  annual  conferences  to 
United  Methodist  Communications 
and  Newscope.  the  national  weekly 
newsletter  for  UM  leaders,  indicate 
UMC  membership  at  the  end  of  1978  to 
be  approximately  9.6  million.  Official 
figures  will  be  available  later  in  the 
year. 

Greatest  membership  losses 
occurred  in  the  northeast  and 
northwest.  Maine  lost  nearly  4 
percent  of  its  members;  Southern 
New  England  lost  3.5  percent; 
Northern  New  Jersey  lost  nearly  2.5 
percent;  and  the  Pacific  Northwest 
lost  nearly  2.3  percent. 

Fifteen  conferences  showed  an 
increase  in  membership  in  1978, 
including:  Alabama-West  Florida, 
Alaska,  Central  Texas,  Florida, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  New  Mexico, 
North  Carolina,  North  Georgia, 
Puerto  Rico,  Rio  Grande,  South 
Carolina,  South  Georgia,  Tennessee 
and  Texas.  Alaska  Missionary 
Conference  reported  the  largest 
percentage  increase  at  nearly  4 
percent ;  Puerto  Rico  was  second  with 
3.8  percent;  Rio  Grande  had  a  2.2 
percent-  increase  and  Texas 
experienced  a  1.1  percent  increase. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


Invites  you 
on  a  special 


Holy  Land 
Tour 

October  22-29,  1979 

A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee.  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth.  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan.  Capernaum.  Mary’s 
well.  Caesarea,  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land 
worship  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write : 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street.  Houston.  Texas  77002 


UM  Men  said  making  comeback 


Once  declining ,  local  church  units  now  growing  at  1 00  per  month 

witness  under  which  all  local  units  can 
judge  their  program  Then  last  year  the 
organization  added  a  national  project  of 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C,  -  United 
Methodist  Men  —  an  organization  which 
several  years  ago  drifted  dangerously 
close  to  extinction  —  is  not  only  on  the 
way  back  to  health,  but  is  beginning  to 
“look  like  a  winner,”  according  to 
national  leaders  of  the  fellowship. 

“We  were  in  sad  shape  in  the  late  '60s 
and  early  ’70s,"  admits  James  H.  Snead, 
who  heads  United  Methodist  Men 
(UMM)  for  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Disci pleship.  “There  was  a  mindset  in 
thosei  days  which  said  the  church  didn’t 
need  a  men’s  organization  anymore.  We 
were  almost  written  out  of  church 
structure.” 

Mr.  Snead  told  TM/UMR  during  a 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  men’s 
convocation  here  July  6-8  that  as  a  result 
of  the  UMC’s  “de-emphasis”  of  the 
men’s  organization  in  past  years,  it  has 
taken  his  office  nearly  five  years  to  “stop 
the  skid”  and  “get  things  moving  again.” 

He  pointed  out  that  in  1965  there  were 
more  than  14,000  local  church  men’s 
groups  when  the  decline  began.  By  1977 
there  were  only  2,700  affiliated  men’s 
groups  in  the  entire  church  of  more  than 
49,000  local  congregations. 

“The  past  two  years  have  been  a 
different  story,  however,"  Mr.  Snead 


said.  “We  are  now  sending  out  charters 
for  about  100  fellowships  each  month.” 
He  said  that  by  the  end  of  last  year  there 
were  4,100  local  church  UMM  units 
chartered  by  his  office  and  that  there  is 
no  sign  that  the  growth  is  slowing  down. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Snead  said  he 
estimates  there  are  another  2,000 
organized  men’s  groups  in  the  church 
which  have  not  taken  the  step  of 
becoming  affiliated  with  the  national 
organization. 

The  “turning  point”  for  United 
Methodist  Men  came  at  the 
organization’s  national  convocation  at 
Purdue  University  in  July  1977. 
according  to  Mr.  Snead. 

“A  lot  of  excitement  was  generated  at 
the  convocation,”  he  said,  “plus  the 
publicity  centered  on  the  convocation 
made  many  men  who  were  unable  to 
attend  more  aware  of  the  organization.” 

Another  factor  leading  to  the  growth 
has  been  the  development  of  clear 
purposes  and  projects  for  the 
organization,  he  said.  “During  all  those 
years  of  decline  there  really  was  no 
adequate  statement  of  purpose  that  men 
could  get  back  of  and  there  were  no 
national  projects  to  rally  behind.” 

Since  the  1976  General  Conference, 
however,  the  UMM  has  had  a  stated  3- 
point  purpose  of  fellowship,  outreach  and 


supporting  and  becoming  a  part  of  the 
“Upper  Room”  prayer  ministry.  The 
men  have  paid  $20,000  and  pledged  a  like 
amount  for  1980  towards  maintaining  a 
nationwide  WATTS  line  through  which 
persons  from  all  over  the  nation  may 
make  prayer  requests. 

“The  prayer  ministry  has  been  a  great 
rallying  point  for  us,”  Mr.  Snead  said 
“The  enthusiasm  it  has  created  is 
overwhelming." 

Asked  about  the  future  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  Mr.  Snead  said  he  is 
confident  the  growth  in  numbers  and 
service  will  continue.  He  said  that  by  the 
end  of  next  quadrennium  the 
organization  hopes  to  have  units  in  at 
least  half  of  the  denomination’s  local 
churches. 

One  point  of  “sensitivity”  for  most 
UMM  leaders,  however,  comes  when 

Men  told 


questions  are  asked  which  compare  the 
men's  organization  to  the  much  larger 
United  Methodist  Women  (UMW). 

“We  don't  like  to  be  compared  to 
United  Methodist  Women,”  Mr.  Snead 
said  “The  two  organizations  operate 
under  entirely  different  philosophies  and 
can’t  really  be  compared  with  each 
other.” 

“We  don’t  see  our  role,  for  instance,  to 
be  to  take  stances  on  controversial  issues 
like  the  women  do,”  he  says.  “We  feel 
that  the  role  of  our  national  structure  is 
to  provide  information  to  local  church 
units  so  they  can  make  their  own  stands. 
Our  strength  is  in  the  local  church,  not  in 
Nashville.” 

Mr.  Snead  does  point  out.  however, 
that  —  “unlike  what  some  people  seem  to 
think”  —  the  financial  commitment  of 
the  UMM  is  comparable  to  the  women’s 
organization.  He  says  that,  on  a  per 
member  basis,  men  give  $16  46  a  year 
compared  to  $17.46  for  the  women. 


Miracles  our  business 


the  church  today 


Relief  agencies 
vow  to  aid  refugees 
NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Outraged  at  the 
thought  of  Indochinese  men,  women  and 
children  being  pushed  into  the  sea, 
leaders  of  national  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Jewish  relief  agencies 
vowed  to  find  homes  and  jobs  for  the 
14,000  refugees  President  Carter  recently 
promised  to  admit  each  month  to  the  U.S. 

A  concerted  effort  was  pledged  by  the 
U.S.  religious  community  at  a  press 
conference  here  June  28. 

U.S.  churches  and  religious  groups 
have  resettled  about  75  percent  of  the 
210,000  Indochinese  refugees  who  have 
come  to  date.  According  to  data  released 
May  31  by  the  American  Council  on 
Voluntary  Agencies,  the  Roman 
Catholics  sponsored  42.9  percent.  Church 
World  Service  13.7  percent,  Lutheran 
Immigration  and  Refugee  Services  10.4 
percent,  Hebrew  Immigrant  Aid  Society 
3.7,  and  Evangelicals  1.9. 

Science,  religion  focus 
of  telephone  news 
NEW  YORK  (TM/UMR)  -  News  line 
Global,  the  telephone  news  feature  which 
tells  about  people  and  issues  in  the  world 
wide  mission  6F  the  United  Methodist 
Church  heard  weekly  through 
INFOSERV,  will  shift  its  focus  to  faith 
and  science  during  the  next  few  weeks.  It 
will  be  featuring  twice  weekly  reports  on 
the  World  Conference  on  Faith,  Science 
and  the  Future  which  is  to  be  held  in 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

The  two  week  conference,  sponsored 
by  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  will 
bring  together  some  400  scientists  and 
theologians,  to  explore  the  relationship 
between  religion  and  science.  The  event 
already  has  been  heralded  in  somee 
quarters  as  the  most  significant 
ecumenical  meeting  of  the  decade. 

News-line  Global’s  three-minute 
reports  will  be  changed  July  13, 17, 20  and 
24.  They  may  be  heard  each  day  after  1 
p.m.  (Central  time)  Mon.-Fri.  and  all 
day  on  weekends.  The  toll-free 
INFOSERV  number  is  800-251-8140. 

UM  agency  urges 
draft  opposition 
WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  With  several 
bills  to  reinstate  all  or  part  of  military 
conscription  pending  in  the  U.S. 
Congress,  a  United  Methodist  agency  is 
urging  church  members  to  voice 
opposition  prior  ta  votes  expected  in 
July. 

The  denomination  has  long  been  on 
record  opposing  military  conscription 
and  has  urged  that  present  draft  laws  be 
repealed.  Several  annual  conferences 
this  year  asked  the  1980  General 
Conference  to  continue  that  position. 

Herman  Will,  executive  of  the  church’s 
World  Peace  Division,  has  asked  United 
Methodists  to  call  or  write  their 
members  of  Congress  to  express  their 
opinions,  since  many  lawmakers  have 
not  yet  voiced  their  positions.  The 
division  is  working  also  with  several 
other  church  and  peace  groups  to  counter 
legislation  already  introduced. 
Professorship  has 
emphasis  on  aging 
KANSAS  CITY  -  Gerontology  -  the 
study  of  aging  —  will  be  highlighted  for 
future  United  Methodist  ministers 
studying  at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
here  with  the  addition  of  a  new  endowed 
professorship,  seminary  officials 
announced  recently. 

The  Oubri  A.  Poppele  Chair  in  Health 
and  Welfare  Studies,  with  emphasis  in 
gerontology,  was  made  possible  by  a 
grant  of  $1.4  million  from  the  estate  of 
the  late  Ms.  Poppele,  UM  laywoman 
from  Illinois.  It  is  the  first  endowed  chair 
in  the  20-year  history  of  the  seminary 
The  school  was  chosen  last  year  by  the 
UMC’s  Health  and  Welfare  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  be  the 
recipient  of  the  funds  from  the  estate. 

Dr  David  B.  Oliver,  professor  of 
sociology  and  director  of  the  Center  for 
Research  and  Training  in  Gerontology, 
Trinity  University,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
has  been  named  to  be  the  first  professor 
of  the  Poppele  Chair. 

The  new  position  will  involve  teaching 
in  the  seminary’s  degree  programs, 
developing  a  health  and  welfare  center  in 
gerontology,  as  well  as  supervising 


continuing  education  in  gerontology  for 
pastors,  other  professionals  and 
volunteers. 

High  court  denies 
stay  in  lawsuit 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  The  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  has  denied  a  request  to 
stay  proceedings  in  California  courts  in  a 
Pacific  Homes-related  lawsuit  until  a 
petition  asking  the  high  court  to  review 
the  case  could  be  filed. 

The  request  for  a  stay  was  one  of  three 
documents  being  filed  with  the  Supreme 
Court  this  summer  pertaining  to  the 
status  of  United  Methodism.  There  was 
no  reason  given  for  the  June  27  denial  of 
the  bid  for  a  stay. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  “God’s 
business  and  our  business  is  making 
miracles,”  the  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  Alaska  Pacific 
University  told  United  Methodist  Men 
from  throughout  the  Southeast  here  last 
weekend. 

Addressing  an  opening  night  audience 
of  about  500  men  who  gathered  here  July 
6-8  for  “Convo  79."  Dr.  Glenn  Olds  said 
"miracle  making”  is  not  extraordinary 
for  God  nor  for  Christians  who  have  the 
faith  to  take  part  in  it. 

“Miracles  are  God’s  way  of  working  all 
the  time,”  said  the  former  president  of 
Kent  State  University  who  went  to 
Alaska  Pacific  two  years  ago  and 
reopened  it  after  the  institution  had  been 
closed  because  of  financial  problems. 
“Miracles  only  appear  strikingly 
different  to  us  because  we  do  not  know 
what  God  is  doing.” 

Dr.  Olds  told  the  men  that  miracles 


begin  when  we  “measure  what  we  are 
and  what  we  have  against  an 
impossibility.”  He  told  the  men  to  throw 
themselves  into  some  impossible  task  for 
God  while  expecting  miraculous  results. 
He  predicted  that  the  results  will  be 
miraculous. 

He  said  that  miracles  are  "carried 
forward  through  a  logic  which  believes  in 
addition  by  subtraction." 

“Jesus  didn’t  say  to  give  the  naked 
man  your  coat  and  he  will  give  you  more 
coats,”  Dr.  Olds  said.  "Jesus  said  for  us 
to  give  our  coat  to  the  naked  man  and  he 
would  give  us  abundant  life.  We  are  not 
offered  some  sort  of  cosmic  social 
security.  Jesus  asks  for  all  we  have  He 
teaches  us  that  all  we  ever  can  keep  is 
that  which  we  give  away.  Give  yourself 
to  Jesus  and  you  will  ha  ve  a  miracle.  ” 

Theme  for  “Convo  79”  was  “Men  .  .  .in 
the  Mainstream  "  The  convocation 
attracted  men  from  throughout  United 
Methodism’s  17  annual  conferences  in 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 


Heads  homemaker’s  group 

UM  minister’s  wife  works  for  ERA 


Anne  Follis 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

URBANA,  Ill.  —  Anne  Follis  grew  up  to 
be  exactly  what  she  wanted  to  be  —  a 
wife  and  mother. 

The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister’s 
wife  said  her  in¬ 
tense  feelings  about 
that  role  served  as 
the  impetus  behind 
her  efforts  to  se¬ 
cure  passage  of 
the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  a  goal 
she  pursues  as 
president  of  The 
Homemakers’  Equal  Rights  Association. 
Mrs.  Follis  was  recently  elected  to  a 
second  term  as  president  of  the  group, 
formerly  known  as  Housewives  for  ERA, 
whose  major  goal  is  passage  of  the  con¬ 
stitutional  amendment. 

Her  efforts  have  ranged  from  speeches 
and  broadcast  programs  —  including  two 
appearances  on  the  nationally 
syndicated  Phil  Donahue  television  show 
—  to  lobbying  and  marching  on  behalf  of 
the  ERA.  She  described  her  involvement 
with  the  issue  as  an  interest  that 
gradually  emerged,  strengthened  by 
research  when  she  became  active  in  the 
homemakers’  organization. 

She  served  for  two  years  as  president 
of  the  Illinois  organization,  and  when  the 
group  became  a  national  association  in 
1978,  was  elected  as  its  president.  Mrs. 
Follis  estimated  the  membership  at 
1,000-2,000  with  formal  chapters  in  15 
states.  She  said  it  is  the  only  national 
group  working  solely  to  improve  the 
legal  and  social  status  of  homemakers. 
The  members  intend  to  extend  their 
efforts  beyond  the  ERA  issue,  so  they 
changed  the  name  of  the  organization 
this  year,  she  explained. 

The  31-year-old  mother  of  three  told 
TM/UMR  that  she  grew  up  in  a 
“traditional”  home  in  New  Jersey,  with 
a  strong  focus  on  the  family  unit.  After 
she  and  Dean  Follis  were  married  nearly 
11  years  ago,  she  worked  as  a  secretary 
until  their  first  child  was  bom  in  1971. 

"It  was  wonderful,”  she  recalled. 
“That’s  what  I  really  wanted  to  do  —  be  a 
wife  and  mother."  She  added  she 
realized  how  precarious  that  role  can  be 
for  women  in  some  states  as  she  began 
research  on  women’s  rights. 

“I  was  bowled  over  by  the  number  of 
rights  women  lose  in  certain  states  by 

r 


getting  married.  Homemakers  are 
nurturers  of  the  family,  the  most 
important  job  in  the  country.  I  felt  really 
betrayed  that  society  tells  women  to 
become  homemakers,  then  takes  their 
rights.” 

States  with  unfair  laws 

She  cited  states  which  she  feels  are 
unfair  in  their  laws  relating  to 
homemakers,  such  as  South  Dakota  and 
Georgia,  where  a  husband  can  disinherit 
his  wife;  Louisiana,  where  a  husband  has 
control  of  all  community  property;  and 
Arkansas,  where  homestead  rights 
belong  to  the  husband,  and  a  wife  must 
list  her  property  with  county  officials  or 
be  able  to  prove  it  was  purchased 
with  her  money  if  she  wants  to  prevent  its 
sale  or  seizure  by  her  husband’s 
creditors. 

“These  laws  encourage  women  to  work 
outside  of  the  home,  not  stay  at  home,” 
Mrs.  Follis  said.  “Equality  is  going  to 
grant  women  security  to  make  the  choice 
to  stay  at  home.” 

The  pastor’s  wife  said  she  and  her 
husband  learned  together  as  she 
researched  the  rights  issue.  Mr.  Follis  is 
now  serving  his  sixth  year  as  pastor  of 
the  Countryside  UMC,  serving  Sidney 
and  Philo. 

“He  was  a  little  skeptical  at  first,” 
Mrs.  Follis  said.  “When  I  kept  coming 
home  with  more  information,  he  was  also 
horrified  at  the  situation  in  many  states 
He’s  been  very  supportive.”  That 
support  has  extended  to  marching  last 
year  with  Mrs.  Follis  and  their  oldest 
child  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  behalf  of  the 
ERA. 

Mrs.  Follis  admits  she  has  to  “juggle” 
her  time,  but  limits  her  out-of-town  trips 
to  one  per  month,  and  concentrates  her 
efforts  primarily  on  her  family,  church 
and  ERA  activities. 

One  day  at  a  time 

“I  have  a  lot  of  faith  and  go  one  day  at 
a  time.  I  don’t  have  as  much  time  for 
other  activities  as  I’d  like,  but  I  teach  an 
adult  Sunday  School  class,  help  with 
Bible  School  and  am  active  in  the  United 
Methodist  Women,”  she  said.  “I  love  my 
church.  I  feel  a  strong  commitment  to  it. 
It’s  like  an  extended  family,"  she  added. 

Mrs.  Follis  said  she  feels  strongly  that 
many  states’  laws  which  "tend  to  deify 
the  husband”  are  in  contradiction  to  the 
Bible,  and  said  ERA  opponents  who  base 
their  stands  on  scriptures  "...  are 


reading  a  different  Bible  than  I  am." 
However,  she  said  that  although  her 
beliefs  are  based  on  the  Bible,  she 
refuses  to  get  into  "scriptural  contests” 
with  ERA  opponents,  with  both  sides 
citing  Bible  passages  to  support  their 
stands.  “I  feel  this  cheapens  the  word  of 
God,  and  I  also  realize  Christians  will 
differ.”  she  said. 

“When  you’re  a  Christian,  it's  hard  to 
draw  lines  between  things.  I  can’t 
separate  it  from  my  ERA  efforts.  Our 
homemakers’  organization  is  secular, 
but  as  a  leader  of  it,  I  am  a  Christian.  I 
don’t  impose  my  beliefs  on  others,  but  I 
don't  separate  my  Christian  beliefs  from 
my  ERA  work,  either.  ” 

Mrs.  Follis  said  she  will  continue 
intense  work  for  ERA  ratification,  which 
has  a  deadline  of  June  30,  1980  to  receive 
approval  by  a  minimum  of  38  states.  A 
total  of  35  states  have  approved  the 
amendment,  and  Mrs.  Follis  said  much 
of  her  effort  will  be  in  her  home  state  of 
Illinois,  which  she  regards  as  a  key  state. 

“I  see  some  hope  and  real 
possibilities,”  she  said.  “It  doesn’t  just 
happen,  though;  you  really  have  to  work 
at  it.” 

Convocation 
on  mission 
is  canceled 

NEW  YORK  <UMC)  —  A  decision  to 
delay  until  next  quadrennium  the 
National  Convocation  on  Christian 
Mission  scheduled  for  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  Sept.  20-25,  (see  TM/UMR,  July 
6),  has  been  made  by  the  Education  and 
Cultivation  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  energy  crisis  was  cited  as 
principal  reason  for  the  postponement  by 
the  Rev.  H.  Claude  Young,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Winston-Salem 
District  and  the  division’s  president. 

“While  we  hate  to  give  up  the  idea,  we 
think  it  is  the  only  responsible  thing  to  do 
in  view  of  the  national  emergency  and 
the  uncertainty  on  the  part  of  many  who 
had  expressed  interest  in  attending,”  Dr 
Young  said. 

“We  hope  that  by  1981  there  will  be  new 
ways  of  dealing  with  the  energy  crisis. 
The  convocation  could  be  the  setting  for 
leadership  training  for  the  new 
quadrennium  of  1980-84."  he  said 


People  in  the  news  . . . 

37  years  perfect  attendance 
The  most  decorated  United  Methodist  church  school 
student  alive  may  well  be  Francis  Currv  who  started 
attending  the  UMC  in  Highland  Falls,  N  Y,  about  the  time 
the  U.S.  was  entering  World  War  II.  His  pastor,  the  Rev 
Raymond  Dubuque,  and  his  church  school  superintendent. 

Agnes  Saffourv  (left  photo)  congratulate  him  on  his  string 
of  awards,  the  last  of  which  is  a  custom  made  37-year  pin 
for  faithful  attendance. 

Pluralism  defined 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Benesh,  pastor  of  the  UMC  in  Ogden. 

Utah,  recently  give  what  may  be  the  best  working 
definition  of  “pluralism  in  the  UMC”:  Pluralism  in  the 
church  means  that  it  is  not  right  just  for  my  needs  as  a 
religious  person  to  be  met  and  strengthened.’but  it  is  also 
right  that  I  allow  for  the  needs  of  other  religious  persons  to 
be  met  and  strengthened. 


Church  global  survey 
shows  startling  trends 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTED 


NAIROBI,  Kenya  —  A  global  survey  of 
Christianity  and  world  evangelization 
has  revealed  startling  and  conflicting 
trends  around  the  world.  The  report, 
nearing  completion,  is  being  produced  at 
a  large  computerized  research  data  base 
operated  by  the  Centre  for  the  Study  of 
World  Evangelization. 

The  survey  indicates  large  losses  in  the 
western  world,  reports  Dr.  David 
Barrett,  director  of  the  centre. 

In  the  past  12  months,  for  instance, 
about  1.8  million  adult  professing 


Women’s  role 
told  in  book 

Bv  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  Most 
United  Methodists  know  about  John  and 
Charles  Wesley  and  Francis  Asbury.  But 
what  about  Anna  Howard  Shaw  and 
Amanda  Smith? 

The  importance  to  UM  history  of  Ms. 
Shaw,  a  preacher  ordained  in  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  in  late  19th 
century  after  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  refused  to  ordain  her,  and  Ms. 
Smith,  a  post-civil  War  black  preacher, 
will  soon  come  to  light.  Their 
contributions,  along  with  other  women  in 
the  history  of  United  Methodists,  will  be 
the  subject  of  a  book  to  be  completed  in 
time  for  the  1980  General  Conference. 

The  book  is  part  of  the  women’s  history 
project  mandated  by  the  1976  General 
Conference  to  the  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History.  It  will  be 
compiled  from  scholarly  papers,  written 
by  historians  and  other  interested 
authorities  on  UM  women’s  history  to  be 
presented  first  at  a  conference  early  next 
year. 

Most  history  has  been  written  from  the 
male  point  ot  view.  John  H.  Ness  Jr.  told 
TM/UMR.  He  is  executive  secretary  of 
the  commission.  “This  project  has 
helped  give  impetus  toward  recognizing 
history  for  and  by  women  It  is  a  much 
more  voluminous  thing  than  we  first 
realized." 

Much  of  UM  history  is  because  of 
women,  and  is  therefore  not  isolated 
from  general  UM  history.  Dr.  Ness  said. 

Experts  on  the  women’s  movement  in 
United  Methodism  came  together 
recently  with  historians  from  the  ethnic 
minority  traditions  to  insure  the 
inclusion  of  ethnic  women’s  history  in  the 
project.  They  also  began  planning  for  the 
upcoming  conference,  called  “Women  in 
New  Worlds:  Historical  Perspectives  on 
the  United  Methodist  Tradition,”  at  which 
papers  prepared  on  persons  and  topics  in 
UM  women’s  history  will  be  presented. 

The  conference  will  be  held  in 
Cincinnati,  Feb.  1-3,  1980,  according  to 
project  director  Hilah  F.  Thomas, 
former  history  professor  and  author,  and 
is  open  to  all  interested  persons. 

Women’s  work  in  the  early  Sunday 
Schools  (founded  to  combat  illiteracy 
among  children  during  the  industrial 
revolution),  clergy  wives  and  women's 
involvement  in  the  ecumenical  and 
church  unity  movements  are  paper 
topics  for  the  conference  and  book,  Ms. 
Thomas  said. 

Not  only  will  these  papers  be  presented 
and  discussed  at  the  conference  but 
workshops  will  be  held  for  the  500 
expected  participants.  Historical 
research,  document  gathering  and 
interviewing  techniques  will  be  the 
subjects  of  workshops  designed  to 
encourage  persons  in  the  local  level  to 
gather  and  write  the  history  of  their  own 
UM  personalities  and  groups. 

One  of  Ms.  Thomas’  tasks  as  project 
director  and  temporary  staff  person  of 
the  Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
has  been  to  secure  funds  for  the  history 
project.  Aitnougn  tne  General  Conference 
mandated  the  project,  it  did  not  allocate 
funds  for  it.  So  far,  grants  from  several 
UM  boards  and  a  private  foundation 
have  been  secured,  including  $45,000 
recently  from  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Christians  in  Europe  abandoned  the  faith 
to  become  agnostics,  atheists,  or 
adherents  of  non-Christian  religions  or 
cults. 

North  America  also  registered  a 
decline  of  950,000.  All  these  are  net 
figures,  Dr.  Barrett  points  out,  and  they 
indicate  total  defections  miqus  total 
additions  (conversions  to  Christianity). 

During  the  same  period,  churches  in 
the  Third  World  have  experienced 
phenomenal  gains.  In  Africa,  the  survey 
reveals  a  net  gain  of  six  million  new 
Christians  in  the  past  year  —  or  16,600 
new  believers  each  day. 

South  Asia  is  another  bright  spot  for 
the  Christian  faith.  Churches  and 
parachurch  agencies  of  all  Christian 
traditions  evangelized  just  over  34.8 
million  previously  unevangelized 
persons  during  the  past  year.  That  rate  is 
increasing  significantly  each  year.  The 
encouraging  acceleration  in  evangeliza¬ 
tion  through  a  wide  variety  of  methods 
was  observed  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin 
America,  notes  the  report. 

The  total  global  picture  indicates  that 
net  losses  and  gains  nearly  offset  each 
other.  Projections  indicate  that  the 
decade  of  the  1980s  is  likely  to  see  more 
people  won  to  the  Christian  faith  than  in 
all  previous  history  and  more  practicing 
Christians  defecting  from  organized 
Christianity  than  in  any  previous  era, 
states  Dr.  Barrett. 

The  computerized  survey  is  based  on 
exhaustive  analysis  of  statistics  from  the 
world’s  223  countries,  its  6,270 
ethnolinguistic  groups,  its  50  major 
religions,  and  more  than  9,000  Christian 
denominations. 

Proposal  to 
drop  division 
protested 

LAWTON,  Mich.  (UMC)  —  A  proposal 
to  eliminate  the  United  Methodist  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Division  has 
drawn  a  strong  protest  from  the 
president  of  that  division. 

In  an  open  letter  to  “the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  its  people” 
released  July  3,  Mrs.  Plyna  Strong  said 
such  a  move  would  “ultimately  strike  a 
severe  blow”  to  the  church’s  health  and 
welfare  ministries. 

She  was  criticizing  a  recent  proposal 
made  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM). 

In  1978,  272  church-related  agencies 
reported  serving  over  4  million  persons 
through  residential  and  nonresidential 
services.  These  hospitals  and  homes 
have  operating  budgets  totaling  in  excess 
of  $1.5  billion,  and  are  recipients  of  over 
$12  million  from  church  members,  Mrs. 
Strong  stated. 

Some  myths  have  dictated  the  GCOM's 
proposal,  she  said.  One  of  these  is 
GCOM’s  belief  the  Certification 
Council  is  no  longer  needed  because 
“every  state  has  solid  state  standards  for 
health  and  welfare  agencies.’’ 

On  the  contrary,  said  Mrs.  Strong, 
“some  states  have  no  standards  or 
licensing  requirements  for  non-medical 
residential  facilities,  and  other  states 
have  mere  checklists.  Further,  church 
standards  emphasizing  Christian  quality 
of  care  are  absent  from  the  highest 
government  standards.” 

At  a  time  when  the  GCOM  is 
questioning  what  it  means  to  be  an 
institution  “related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  Mrs.  Strong  pointed 
out  the  Certification  Council,  which 
would  be  dropped  if  the  GCOM  plan  is 
adopted,  “has  a  major  effort  in  this 
direction.” 

Acknowledging  that  direct  services  of 
helping  and  healing  are  the  mission  of 
the  annual  conferences,  their  related 
agencies  and  the  local  churches,  she 
said,  “Our  role  in  the  division  is  to 
constantly  strengthen  and  assist  these 
ministries."  This  role  has  been 
“affirmed  and  mandated  by  the  church 
since  the  first  quarter  of  this  century.” 


|  Accept  Christ:  a  24-hour  hotline 

Star  helps  youth  escape  drugs 


JULY  13,  1979 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  When  Art 
Linkletter’s  daughter  jumped  to  her 
death  10  years  ago,  apparently1  during 
an  LSD  trip,  the  entertainer  began  a 
crusade  to  help  other  young  people 
escape  from  drugs. 

The  experience  since  then  has  been 
“more  rewarding”  than  the  "headline 
and  star-status”  he  enjoyed  in  show 
business,  he  told  700  persons 
attending  a  Salvation  Army  dinner 
here. 

“I’ve  sat  in  halfway  houses  with 
kids  so  far  gone  you’d  think  it  is 
hopeless,”  he  said.  “But  I  have  found 
that  no  life  is  so  broken  God  can’t 
repair  it.” 

Mr.  Linkletter  said  he  had  found 
that  many  of  the  ways  being  used  to 
rehabilitate  drug-users  or  to  prevent 
young  people  from  getting  involved  in 
drug  use  are  “bandaids”  in  attacking 
the  central  core  of  the  problem:  “lack 
of  self-respect  and  esteem.” 

He  said  those  who  had  “accepted 
Christ"  were  insulated  against 
disappointments  that  bring  on  drug 
use. 


Art  Linkletter 


"They  have  a  relationship  that  x 
makes  Jesus  Christ  available  on  a  |:j 
hotline  2*  hours  a  day,"  he 
commented  ‘ 

Mr.  Linkletter,  the  adopted  son  of  a  $ 
Canadian  Baptist  minister,  said  Dr.  * 
Norman  Vincent  Peale  had 
convinced  him  that  God  had  a  plan  for  x 
him  to  use  his  daughter’s  death  as  a  £ 
springboard  to  help  others. 

The  “marvelous  rapport”  he  had 
with  children  in  radio  and  television 
shows  over  the  previous  25  years  x 
prepared  him  for  his  anti-drug  £ 
crusade  with  young  people,  he  said.  * 
He  said  it  had  been  estimated  that  jij 
an  audience  of  55  billion  persons  had 
listened  to  his  many  programs.  On  v 
them,  he  said  he  had  “more  fun”  with  :* 
religion  than  any  other  subject. 

“If  we  only  had  the  faith  of  $ 
children,"  Mr.  Linkletter  remarked.  Sj: 
“They  have  unquestioning  faith  about  :::: 
many  things.” 

He  recalled  when  he  asked  a  group  $ 
of  children  to  “write  letters  to  God,”  x 
one  boy  wrote:  “Dear  God,  count  me 


Taiwanese  Christian  starts  library 

Blind  learn  from  ‘talking  books’ 

HELEN  KROMFR  _ 


Have  your  next  get-together  in 
the  Lodge  at  Hodges  Gardens 

Nestled  lakeside  among  the  pines,  it  has  two  air-conditioned 
dormitories  with  dressing  rooms, 
chaperone  rooms,  commercial 
kitchen,  meeting  room  and 
picnic  facilities.  Fishing  and 
ski  boat  rentals...  excursion 
boat... complete  access  to  beautiful  I 

scenic  gardens.  For  information  1 
and  brochures  write  i 


Celebrate 

UNITED  METHODISM 

Celebrate  200  years  of  ministry  to  the  nation!  Now  available 
24K  gold  plated  cloisonne  pm  -  gold  cross,  red  flame  on  ivory 
background 


Celebration  Designs, 

Box  4266,  Minneapolis.  MN  55414 


$4.95 


By  HELEN  KROMER 
TAIPEI,  Taiwan  —  If  one  climbs  the 
stairs  of  17-1.  Lane  42,  Chung  Shan  North 
Road  here,  the  person  will  come  to  an 
office  with  a  large  window  which  looks 
out  among  the  trees.  Light  floods  in  on 
these  spare  quarters  of  the  Taipei 
Talking  Books  library,  but  its  executive 
secretary,  Mr.  Chi  Chin-Chih  who  shows 
you  around,  moves  in  the  dark.  “Jimmy" 
Chi  and  the  more  than  400  readers  who 
use  the  library  are  blind. 

The  Taipei  Talking  Books  Library  was 
founded  by  27-year-old  “Jimmy”  in  1971. 
when  he  organized  a  small  committee, 
bought  some  recording  material  and 
asked  scholars  from  different  fields  to 
make  recordings. 

The  need  for  such  a  library  had  been 
vividly  demonstrated  by  “Jimmy’s”  own 
struggle  to  get  an  education  and  find 
employment.  There  are  32,000  blind 
persons  in  Taiwan,  and  though 
government  and  private  organizations 
run  three  schools  and  six  vocational 
training  institutes  for  the  blind,  far  too 
few  of  the  blind  are  employed  when  they 
graduate.  And  though  two  private 
colleges  accept  blind  students,  most 
colleges  and  universities  on  the  island 
are  reluctant  because  applicants  have 
limited  education,  schools  have  no 
Braille  equipment  and  there  is  no 
national  library  on  which  to  draw. 

It  was  this  lack  Mr.  Chi  hoped  to 
rectify. 

Born  sighted,  but  blinded  at  age  three 
by  a  measles  attack,  “Jimmy”  was 
placed  by  his  poor  Buddhist  parents  in  an 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
school  run  by  a  Canadian  Presbyterian 
missionary. 

He  did  well,  and  tuition  was  arranged 
for  him  at  a  Christian  junior  high  school 
and  at  Lotung  senior  high.  Here, 
“Jimmy”  says,  they  gave  him  “good 
gospel  every  morning.”  In  his  fourth 
year  at  Lotung  on  Christmas  Eve. 
“Jimmy”  decided  to  be  baptized.  The 
decision  surprised  everyone,  as  did  his 
literal  interpretation  of  the  act: 

“If  I  believe,  I  must  tell  others.  From 

Gallup  poll: 
alcohol  abuse 
hits  one  in  four 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (RNS)  -  Pollster 
George  Gallup  reported  here  that  one 
person  in  four  now  says  an  alcohol- 
related  problem  has  adversely  affected 
his  or  her  family  life,  compared  with  less 
than  one-half  that  figure  in  1974. 

Addressing  a  luncheon  of  the  Alcohol 
Information  and  Action  Network,  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church’s  General 
Assembly,  Dr.  Gallup  said  that  “all  of 
our  surveys  on  the  subject  of  drinking 
and  drug  dependence  point  to  the 
inevitable  conclusion  that  alcohol  abuse 
—  already  our  number  two  health 
problem  —  is  growing  in  seriousness.  ” 

He  warned  that  “unless  dramatic  and 
creative  steps  are  taken,  we  can 
accurately  predict  that  the  1980s  will  be 
marred  to  an  even  greater  degree  than 
the  1970s”  by  the  problem. 

According  to  the  pollster,  many  people 
do  not  expect  help  from  the  clergy  in 
dealing  with  alcohol  problems.  He  said 
surveys  indicate  that  many  clergy 
consider  such  problems  as  evidence  of 
sin,  character  flaws,  or  lack  of  will 
power. 

Mr.  Gallup  reported  that  a  new  study 
taken  by  his  organization  found  that  25 
percent  of  the  clergy  interviewed  said 
they  are  uncomfortable  in  dealing  with 
such  problems.  He  related  this  to  the  fact 
that  one-third  had  no  seminary  training 
to  deal  with  problems  of  alcohol  abuse 
and  one-half  have  attended  no  courses  or 
workshops  on  the  subject  since  leaving 
seminary. 

The  pollster,  an  Episcopalian 
suggested  that  clergy  can  help  in 
providing  pastoral  care  for  the  alcoholic 
and  his  or  her  family,  and  can  assist  in 
rehabilitation  and  prevention  of  alcohol 
abuse.  He  also  indicated  that  more 
forceful  religious  statements  from  the 
pulpit  are  needed,  and  reported  that  one- 
half  of  the  clergy  responding  to  the  latest 
survey  had  not  spoken  on  the  subject  in 
the  last  year. 

“We  need  the  same  commitment  wc 
saw  in  regard  to  (ending)  the  war  in 
Vietnam,”  Dr.  Gallup  declared. 


"Jimmy’’  Chi, 
right,  executive 
secretary  of  the 
Taipei  Talking 
Books  Library  for 
the  Blind  in  Tai¬ 
wan,  checks  over  a 
book  with  the  Rev. 
J.  Carlisle  Phillips 
Jr.,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary 
who  teaches  at  Tai¬ 
wan  Theological 
Seminary  and 
serves  on  the  li¬ 
brary  board. 
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there  I  begin  testimonies  in  many  small 
churches. 

“When  our  schoolmaster  found  me  into 
the  gospel,  he  said  I  must  go  to  Taiwan 
Theological  College  —  the  first  time  a 
blind  person  ever  went  to  seminary.  But 
now  —  big  problem.  How  can  I  study9  I 
must  study  the  gospel.  So  I  called  the 
church  of  the  theological  college  and  said 
please  give  the  good  service.  ” 

Two  fellow  students  read  him  their 
notes  after  lectures  each  day  and  gave 
him  reference  materials.  He  taped  the 
information.  But  it  took  him  six  times  as 
long  as  it  took  his  classmates  to  prepare 
for  classes  because  his  Braille  textbooks 
were  so  cumbersome. 

Disadvantages  noted 

Braille  books  have  many  disadvan¬ 
tages:  not  only  are  they  excessively  heavy, 
but  their  use  requires  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  they  are  expensive.  Publishing  is  also 
expensive  and  time-consuming.  Thus  with 
the  number  and  variety  of  books  being 
published  every  day,  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  up  with  the  new  and  important 
information  becoming  available. 
Furthermore,  the  slow  use  of  the  books 
adversely  affects  the  rate  at  which  the 
blind  can  acquire  new  knowledge.  .. 

But  Mr.  Chi  was  grimly  determined  — 
not  only  to  get  his  education  but  to 
become  self-supporting.  In  his  fourth 
year  at  seminary,  he  took  a  series  of 
courses  on  massage  at  Lotung.  and 
began  taking  appointments  as  a  masseur 
in  the  evenings  (many  blind  persons  who 
are  employed  in  Taiwan  are  employed  as 
masseurs. ) 

Mr.  Chi  had  also  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  could  not  actually 
become  a  pastor.  For  one  thing,  he 
needed  Hebrew  and  Greek  to  complete 

Church  to  build 
in  two  nations 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.  —  The  Christ  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  recently  embarked 
on  a  two-part  building  program  —  one 
part  in  Lexington,  the  other  in  India. 

Work  will  begin  simultaneously  this 
fall  on  the  churches,  both  funded  by  the 
year-old  Christ  UMC  congregation.  The 
church  is  responding  to  a  challenge  by 
the  Rev.  J.  T.  Seamands,  former 
missionary  to  India,  who  urged  members 
to  build  a  village  UM  church  in  rural 
India  while  constructing  their  own. 

A  special  service  July  l  in  Lexington 
included  dedication  of  an  8.6-acre  tract 
of  land  for  the  Christ  UMC,  and  pre¬ 
sentation  of  a  $1,000  check  to  Dr. 
Seamands  for  a  new  church  in  the  village 
of  Ghatta  Bichnal  in  the  Raichur  District 
of  the  South  India  Annual  Conference. 
The  remaining  $4,000  for  the  village 
church  will  be  paid  in  September  from 
Christ  UMC’s  building  fund,  with  plans  to 
repay  the  fund  from  Faith  Promises  to  be 
collected  at  the  church’s  first  missionary 
conference  also  that  month. 

The  village  congregation  in  India, 
made  up  of  converts  from  the  outcaste 
section  of  the  village,  has  already  given  a 
plot  of  ground,  gathered  stones  and 
promised  free  unskilled  labor  for  their 
building.  Dr.  Seamands’  father,  Dr.  E.  A. 
Seamands,  87,  has  drawn  plans  for  the 
village  church.  Trained  as  a  civil 
engineer,  he  has  built  144  churches  and  7j 
parsonages  in  South  India,  with  another 
14  under  construction. 


this  degree  and  there  were  no  Greek 
books  in  Braille.  He  graduated  with  a 
major  in  Christian  Education. 

“So  I  thought  —  any  kind  of  work  that 
is  good  God  likes.  So  OK  if  I  can’t  be  a 
pastor,  I’ll  help  the  blind.  What  kind  of 
thing  do  they  need  most?  The  means  for 
reading  and  studying!  ” 

The  small  library  committee  formed  in 
1971  grew  to  four  committees  by  1972  and 
into  a  Board  of  Directors  in  1973  with 
members  from  the  National  Assembly  of 
the  Republic  of  China,  the  Municipal 
Council  <5f  Taipei,  and  from  church, 
missionary  and  educational  circles.  The 
Rev.  J.  Carlisle  Phillips  Jr.,  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  who  teaches  at 
Taiwan  Theological  Seminary,  is  a 
member  of  the  board  and  the  Taipei 
Talking  Books  Library  is  an  approved 
Advance  program  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Today  the  library  loans  and  mails 
“talking  books”  in  three  languages  — 
Chinese,  Taiwanese  and  English  —  to 
any  blind  person  in  Taiwan.  There  are 
high  school,  junior  high  and  college 
course  textbooks,  general  books  on 
history  and  culture,  geography  and 
current  events,  biology,  psychology, 
philosophy,  religion,  and  art,  music  and 
songs.  Dictionaries  and  all  kinds  of 
reference  materials  have  also  been 
taped. 

The  use  of  these  tapes,  Mr.  Chi 
believes,  can  help  raise  the  educational 
level  of  the  blind  and  hasten  the  day 
when  they  can  attend  regular  schools 
where  more  kinds  of  knowledge  can  be 
obtained  and  they  can  learn  to  live  more 
quickly  in  the  regular  world. 

Ms.  Kromer  is  a  staff  writer  for  the 
Education  and  Cultivation  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York  and  wrote  the 
article  especially  for  TM/UMR. 


SPECIAL  PURCHASE 

Califone  filmstrip  projectors 
Model  5212—  150  watt 
Regular  Price  $76.50 

CRS  PRICE  $68.75 

with  FREE  $12.50  carry  case 

United  Methodist  Communications  Council  214  744-0346 


THE  JOHN  WESLEY  PLAQUE 


For  the  Pastor.  Officals  or  Layman  of  the  Church 
Fxcellent  likeness  of  JOHN  WESLEY  in  a  half 
bust  Heavy  weight  casting  made  of  EAGLE- 
STONE,  mounted  on  red  felt  using  a  simulated 
wood  frame  Overall  size  10"xl2"-$19.95  de¬ 
livered  to  your  door  FOR  THAT  PRESENT¬ 
ATION  and  added  touch  we  can  PERSONALIZE 
IT  WITH  ENGRAVING.  COST  8C  a  letter  WE 
ACCEPT  CHECK.  MONEY  ORDER  VISA  or 
MASTER  CHARGE 
WRITE  WAt.TEP  E.  LEE  INC. 

2789  PHILMONT  AVE 

HUNTINGDON  VALLEY.  PA  19006 


Federation 

activities 

defended 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  (MFSA) 
operates  from  “a  liberation  theology 
perspective,”  but  is  not  seeking  to  force 
its  agenda  on  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  says  its  executive  director. 

In  an  interview  with  Religious  News 
Service,  the  Rev.  George  McClain 
described  the  recent  activities  of  the  72- 
vear-old  group,  which  has  gained  new 
prominence  in  the  denomination  after  an 
eclipse  of  two  decades. 

In  the  1950s  the  federation  came  under 
intense  criticism  for  allegedly  espousing 
left-wing  views.  The  1952  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church 
asked  the  group  to  drop  the  word 
“Methodist"  from  its  name  and  move  its 
offices  out  of  the  Methodist  Building  in 
New  York.  It  was  subsequently  evicted 
from  the  building,  and  was  listed  as  a 
Communist  front  in  a  1956  publication  of 
the  U.S.  Senate  Internal  Security 
Subcommittee. 

Mr.  McClain,  who  lives  in  Staten 
Island.  N.Y.,  became  executive 
secretary  of  the  MFSA  at  the  beginning 
of  1974. 

Last  December,  the  federation  issued  a 
two-part  critique  of  the  unofficial 
evangelical  “Good  News”  movement, 
which  it  described  as  a  force  for 
promotion  of  the  “New  Right”  in  the 
UMC. 

The  latest  issue  of  the  federation’s 
Social  Questions  Bulletin  contained  a 
critique  of  the  unofficial  General 
Conference  Ad  Hoc  Study  Group,  with 
particular  criticism  of  the  involvement 
of  Spurgeon  Dunnam  III,  editor  of  the 
unofficial  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter  newspaper  chain. 

Despite  these  recent  articles,  Mr. 
McClain  said  that  “we  have  not  been  of  a 
mind  to  be  essentially  confrontational  in 
style  with  the  church  or  with  church 
agencies.”  He  explained  that  it  chose  to 
criticize  the  Good  News  group  “because 
we  feel  they  really  are  trying  to  tear  the 
church  apart.” 

The  MFSA  executive  stressed  that  “we 
aren’t  asking  the  church  to  take  our 
positions  or  get  out.  That  would  be  very 
laughable.  We’re  very  much  of  a 
minority,  and  we  know  it.  ’’ 

Since  its  formation  in  1907,  Mr. 
McClain  asserted,  the  federation  has 
been  the  victim  “many  times  of  swings  to 
the  right  in  the  church  and  in  society.” 

He  reported  that  the  federation  has  some 
1,000  members  in  seven  chapters,  with 
five  more  chapters  in  the  process  of 
formation.  Its  newsletter  has  a 
circulation  of  1,500. 

He  said  the  two-part  series  on  “Good 
News”  received  an  “overwhelmingly 
positive”  response,  and  added  that  “the 
most  gratifying  responses  have  been 
from  areas  where  ‘Good  News’  has  been 
very  strong,  like  certain  Texas  confer¬ 
ences.” 


Classified 

TWO  GREAT  TOURS!  Oct.  16-31.  our  fifth  Holy 

Lands  tour  including:  a  5-day  cruise  following  the 
journeys  of  St.  Paul  in  the  Mediterranean  area  and 
visits  to  Israel.  Egypt  and  Greece.  June  12-27,  I960 
including:  Southern  Europe  and  passion  play  at 
Oberammergau.  Travel  with  Dr  ahd  Mrs.  Forrest 
Robinson.  Travel  Tours  Unlimited.  Box  8187. 
Wichita.  Kans.  67208,  (316  )  698-2835. 

ALLEN  ORGAN  FOR  SALE:  A  private  party  is 
offering  for  sale  a  large  deluxe  three  manual  Allen 
electronic  organ  very  suitable  for  a  church,  recently 
refinished,  and  in  excellent  condition  with  four 
speakers.  Owner  is  moving  and  will  sell  for  a 
reasonable  offer  Call  415-935-7139. 

SALLY  &  EL  MINISTRIES  -  Husband  and  wife 

team  available  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  parts  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Enjoy  their  unique  and 
refreshing  presentation  of  the  Gospel  in  song.  For 
information  write  P  O  Box  3031.  Shiremanstown 

Pa.  17011  or  call  (717)761-2378. 

HOLY  LAND  10  DAY  PILGRIMAGE  Feb.  13-22.  1980 
“Walk  in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus."  For  information 
write  or  call  Eloise  Tewksbury,  Box  417A,  RD  a 2. 
Endicott,  N.Y.  13760.  Phone  (607)  785-1577 

HOLY  LAND  AND  ATHENS  10  days.  Fly  Swissair 

Leave  Feb.  11/80  Mr  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Burns.  For 
information  write:  16  W.  Vine  St.,  Fleetwood,  Pa. 
19522.  Exp.  hosts,  the  finest  tour  guides  available. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION:  Valley 
View  UMC,  located  in  the  suburbs  of  greater  Kansas 
City,  seeks  a  qualified  director  for  our  2,000  member 
congregation.  Multiple  education  staff  Outstanding 
facilities.  Established  dynamic  program  Overall 
responsibilities  for  education  ministries.  Contact 
Joan  Stultz,  9736  Larson,  Overland  Park.  Kan.  or  call 
Linda  Mobley  (913  )  642-4400 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY.  Grand  Tour 

July  1980.  Belgium,  France,  Switzerland,  Austria, 
Germany,  Italy.  Experienced  world  traveler  and 
tour  host.  Rev  Ralph  Lawrence,  502  N  lith 
Payette.  ID  83661 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

specializing  in  youth  and  children's  ministries. 
Growing  congregation  with  new  facilities,  New 
Orleans  area  Creative  person  with  degree  and 
experience  preferred  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume:  R.  Black,  AJdersgate  UMC.  360  Robert 
Road,  Slidell,  La  70458  (  504  )  641-5829  i| 

EXPERIENCED  ARTIST  PREACHER  available 

for  Gospel  in  Art  Ministries.  Special  occasions; 
Sunday  moming/evenings;  Christian  Art  Celebra¬ 
tions;  Christian  Witness  Weekends;  New  Life 
Missions  Twenty  years  experience  General 
Evangelism  staff  Dr.  Howard  Ellis.  Gobin  Church, 
Greencastle,  Ind.  46135. 

DIRECTOR  OK  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

WANTED  —  1100  membership.  Requires  experienced 
person  who  desires  to  work  with  all  age  levels. 
Challenge  of  utilizing  new  facility.  Salary  negotiable. 

Send  resume  to  Englewood  United  Methodist  Church, 

700  E.  Dearborn.  Englewood,  Fla.  33533. 

CURRENTLY  TAKING  APPLICATIONS  for 

couples  to  work  with  youth  in  Group  Home  setting. 
Salary,  vacation,  other  fringes.  High  school  and 
references  required  Call  collect  -  United  Methodist 
Youthville,  Newton,  Kan.,  (316  )  283-1950  -  extension 

65,  before  5:00  p.m.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR/ACTRESS  seeks  full¬ 

time  position  in  church  drama.  MFA  in  Religious 
Drama  from  Boston  University.  For  references  and 
resume  write:  Director,  2927  Biddleford  Dr..  San 
Ramon,  Calif.  94583. 

FUND  RAISING  Church  related  since  1948.  Sunrise 

Seminar  Campaign,  copyrighted  plan.  Raise  $100,000 
-  one  million  or  more.  Save  $50,000  to  $100,000  in 
professional  fees.  Call  for  free  information  (913  )  273- 
5378. 

SPIRIT  DUPLICATOR  FOR  SALE:  Dependable 
machine  that  can  satisfy  needs  of  a  church  or  office. 

This  A.  B.  Dick  217  Duplicator  still  has  many  good 
years  of  service.  Mr.  Wells  Gow  <717)  273-2647. 

RETIRED  PERSONS  able  to  drive  and  meet 

"potential  supporters"  on  Long  Island.  N.Y  to 
generate  support  for  Ministry  to  Aged.  Commission 
and  expenses.  Reply  Texas  Methodist,  Box  221076- 
RP.  Dallas.  Tex.  75222 
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Whether  performing  or  study¬ 
ing,  students  at  LPI  have  a 
chance  to  learn. 


Educational  Priorities  Vital 


On  opposite  sides  of  the  Rio  Grande 
River  stand  two  cities  of  comparable 
size,  about  1,390,000  population:  El  Paso, 
Texas,  USA,  and  Ciudad  Juarez, 
Chihauhua,  Mexico. 

Joined  by  international  bridges,  these 
cities  have  a  constant  interflow  of 
traffic,  tourists  going  into  Old  Mexico: 
Juarez  residents  coming  to  work,  to 
shop,  and  to  go  to  school  in  El  Paso. 
Among  these  throngs  of  people  coming 
into  El  Paso  daily,  on  foot,  by  bus,  and 
automobile,  are  hundreds  of  students  on 
their  way  to  Lydia  Patterson  Institute. 
Who  are  these  young  people  who  come 
from  another  country  to  attend  a  UM 
school?  Ninety  percent  of  them  are  from 
Catholic  homes,  with  a  sprinkling  of 
Protestants  from  various  denominations. 

Thoughtful  parents  realize  the 
economic  value  of  their  children  learning 
English  as  their  second  language  as  jobs 
are  more  readily  available  to  bilingual 
applicants,  and  there  are  not  enough  jobs 
to  go  around.  But,  even  more  important, 
is  the  desire  of  parents  for  their  children 
to  have  character  education.  Through 
more  than  sixty  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  LPI  first  opened  its  doors, - 
the  school  has  built  a  reputation  known 
throughout  Mexico  and  the  southwest  for 
its  Christian  atmosphere  and  character 
building. 

The  tuition  fee  is  the  lowest  for  any 
school  in  or  near  El  Paso.  Scholarship 
provisions  for  evidencing  needy  students 

Reception 

Planned 
For  D.S. 

A  reception  honoring  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Douglas  L.  McGuire  will  be  held  in  the 
parlor  of  First  UMC,  Monroe,  3900  Loop 
Road,  on  Sunday,  July  22nd.  Lay  persons 
and  ministers  in  the  district  are  invited 
to  attend  and  welcome  the  McGuires  to 
the  Monroe  District  between  the  hours  of 
2:30and4:30p.m. 

Dr.  McGuire  is  the  newly  appointed 
District  Superintendent  for  the  Monroe 
District.  He  comes  to  Monroe  from  the 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  Dr. 
James  J.  Caraway,  D.  S.  for  the  past  two 
years,  was  appointed  as  the  Conference 
Treasurer,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Pensions,  and,  next  year, 
Director  of  the  Foundation. 
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makes  LPI  a  school  that  offers  an 
education  opportunity  to  students  who 
otherwise  could  not  afford  to  attend 
school.  Even  within  the  decade,  there 
have  been  many  young  men  and  women 
who  have  found  the  school  a  veritable 
door  of  opportunity  leading  to  college  and 
into  the  professions,  including  the 
Christian  ministry. 

When  you  give  to  the  Educational 
Priorities  Fund  from  your  local  church; 
you  help  make  this  ministry  possible.  Dr 
Noe  E.  Gonzales,  president  of  LPI,  tells 
us  that  our  Conference  giving  is  down. 
We  gave  $7,435.50  of  the  $17,688 
apportioned  to  the  La.  Conf.  in  1978;  and 
we  have  given  only  $1,905.26  through 
April  of  the  current  year.  Dr.  Gonzales 
writes,  “We  know  you  will  consider  the 
vital  mission  of  LPI  and  do  your  part  for 
an  even  brighter  future.  ” 


Birth  Announcement 


Wayne  and  Pearl  Evans  have  a  new 
son,  Nathan  Kirk.  He  was  born  on  July 
6th.  The  Evans  have  finished  their 
Seminary  work  and  will  be  taking  an 
appointment  at  Davidson  Memorial  and 
Lydia  in  Lafayette  about  the  first  of 
August. 

They  are  both  Probationary  Members 
of  the  Conference.  With  the  baby  coming. 
Pearl  elected  to  take  a  Leave  of  Absence 
during  the  current  conference  year. 

In  his  note  about  the  arrival  of  Nathan 
Kirk,  Wayne  told  us  that  the  new  baby 
came  just  8  hours  after  Pearl  had 
conducted  a  funeral.  So  death  has  been 
blessed  by  new  life. 

DeOuincy 

YAW 

The  Youth  at  DeQuincy  UMC  shared  in 
a  community-wide  Youth  Activities 
Week,  with  the  theme  “Dare  We  Be 
Christian.” 

The  Rev.  Roddy  Taylor,  from 
Gonzales,  and  Rev.  Larry  Stafford  from 
Watson,  were  speakers  and  leaders  for 
the  occasion.  The  church  bulletin 
announced  that  it  was  the  hope  of  the 
leaders  that  “through  worship,  drama, 
and  discussion,  the  young  people  will 
come  to  a  better  understanding  of  what  it 
means  to  live  as  a  Christian  in  our  time.” 

Another  feature  of  the  week  was  a 
morning  worship  service,  when 
Margaret  Cone,  who  is  going  as  part  of  a 
district  mission  trip  to  Haiti,  shared 
some  of  her  feelings  and  insights 
concerning  the  mission. 

The  group  shared  in  a  “Western  Day,” 
“School  Days,”  “The  Fabulous  50’s,“ 
and  “Get  Away  Time.” 


ZACHARY  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  HOSTED 
THE  JUNE  BIRTHDAY  FOR  LANE  NURSING  HOME  ON 
JUNE  20th.  Shown  in  photo  are  from  left:  Mrs.  Edna 
Andrews,  UMW  Chairperson  for  the  event;  Rev.  Calvin 
Lapuyade,  Pastor  ZUMC;  Mrs.  Katie  Gersch,  Mr.  Carey 
Spurlock;  Mrs.  Martha  Browning,  ZUMC;  and  Mrs.  Billy 
Shurley. 


N ew  Offices  N early  Finished 


V ows  Unite  Institutional  Couple 


ED.  NOTE:  This  article  is  reprinted 
from  the  June  1979  issue  of  National 
Mental  Retardation  News.  Rev.  Richard 
Hebert  is  now  serving  the  Wesley- 
Hackberry  Churches  in  Sulphur. 

Marriage  between  institutionalized, 
developmentally  disabled  couples  is  a 
rare  occurrence.  Twenty-seven  states 
still  have  laws  against  such  a  marriage. 
Clifton  and  Jean  Meyers  of  the  New 
Orleans  Home  for  Incurables,  however, 
recently  were  able  to  get  a  marriage 
license  and  complete  their  vows. 
Louisiana  does  not  have  such  a 
discriminatory  law. 

The  Meyers’  marriage  was  made 
possible  by  the  dedicated  efforts  of  Rev. 
Rick  Hebert,  Metairie  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  met  the  couple  through  his 
work  with  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
ARC’S  Citizen’s  Advocacy  Program.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  GNOARC  Board 
of  Directors. 

The  Meyers  had  been  living  in  an 


institution  for  most  of  their  fives  and  had 
known  each  other  for  over  20  years. 
Despite  their  love  and  affection,  it  took 
special  assistance  and  considerable  time 
to  get  the  marriage  license.  Many  still 
had  to  be  convinced  the  marriage  was 
feasible. 

Rev.  Hebert  spent  almost  two  years 
with  the  couple.  He  sent  away  for 
documents,  worked  with  their  closest 
friends,  and  with  the  institution 
personnel  to  cut  through  red  tape. 

When  the  Wedding  March  finally  was 
played,  the  bride,  assisted  by  the 
institution  administrator,  came  down  the 
aisle  in  a  wheelchair  before  the 
assembled  guests.  These  included  the 
institution  staff,  residents,  and  “outside 
friends,”  like  Rev.  Hebert. 

After  the  ceremony,  Hebert  said,  “It 
was  overwhelming  and  totally  fulfilling 
to  be  able  to  contribute  to  this  couple’s 
life  together  and  to  a  life  which  now  will 
be  as  normal  as  possible.” 


The  Conference  Staff  is  hoping  that,  by 
the  time  you  read  this,  they  will  be  in  the 
new,  temporary,  office  space  in  Baton 
Rouge.  (“Temporary”  because  a 
permanent  office  building  will  be 
constructed  as  soon  as  practical).  The 
day  set  for  our  move  is  July  20th. 

The  new  offices  will  be  located  at  666  N. 
Foster  Drive  in  a  suite  located  upstairs  in 
a  new  office  complex.  In  fact,  “The 
Louisiana  Conference  Offices  —  United 
Methodist  Church”  is  to  be  the  very  first 
tenant. 

Located  only  a  couple  of  blocks  from 
the  Bishop’s  residence,  and  easily 
accessible  from  the  Interstate;  this  new 
arrangement  is  expected  to  be  helpful  in 
every  way. 

The  bishop  and  his  secretary  will  have 
offices  in  the  building.  There  is  to  be  a 
room  for  Cabinet  meetings  and  for  other 
executive  planning  meetings  for  the 
Conference. 


Inspiration  From 
Youth  Assembly 

These  poems  were  written  by  youth 
who  participated  in  the  Senior  High 
Assembly  held  June  19-22  at  Centenary 
College. 

Christ 
all  caring 

sharing,  reassuring,  understanding 
one  of  the  trinity 
friend 

by  Dana  Matthews,  Shreveport 


Jesus  is  the  song 
His  love  is  the  melody 
His  truth  is  the  lyrics 

by  Dana  Matthews  and 
Kathy  Snelling.  Shreveport 


Christ  is  my  savior 
He  saveth  my  soul  from  death 
Christ  is  the  eternal  King 

By  Tyna  Wilkins,  Shreveport 


Faith 

Infinite  Gentle 

Receiving  Affirming  Sacrificing 
How  will  we  know  what  to  look  for? 
Believe 

by  Susan  Hill,  Denham  Springs 


l  “The  Minister  As  Educator” 


July  30  -  August  1 

Leroy  Howe 

Tex  Sample 
W.J.A.  Power 
George  Outen 

Send  reservations  to  Pastor’s  School,  1706  Severine, 
j:  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71103. 


Around  The  Conference 


BATON  ROUGE  -  The  Robert  UMC 
wants  you  to  know  how  much  they 
appreciate  the  assistance  of  the  One 
Thousand  Club  for  the  $9,500  given  to 
assist  their  Church.  Mr.  J.  Wesley 
Chambers,  Thousand  Club  Director  for 
the  BR  H  District,  and  Reverend  Kirby 
Vining,  Supt.,  presented  the  check  to  Mr. 
M.  E.  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees;  Mr.  Freddie  L.  Banks,  church 
lay  leader;  and  Rev.  C.  L.  Hillard, 
Pastor. 

ALEXANDRIA  —  A  tour  of  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China  was  a  recent 
feature  for  members  of  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC.  The  make-believe  tour  was  led  by 
Mrs.  Joe  J.  (Maida)  Mickle  of 
Shreveport.  Mrs.  Mickle  and  her 
husband  lived  in  Japan  for  20  years  while 
he  did  educational  work  for  the  church. 
Upon  their  return  to  the  U.S.,  he  served 
as  president  of  Centenary  College.  Mrs. 
Mickle  is  an  active  member  of  First 
UMC,  Shreveport,  where  she  serves  on 
the  Admin.  Board  and  teaches  a  class  of 
130  couples. 

MONROE  —  The  McGuire  Church 
hosted  Ling  Juane  and  eight  other 
persons  from  the  Philippines  at  a  special 
dinner  in  the  church.  This  Philippine 
ministry  is  one  of  the  mission  projects  of 
the  church. 

SHREVEPORT  —  In  order  to  earn 
money  for  their  Appalachian  trip,  the 
youth  of  Noel  Church  sponsored  a 
Carnival.  And  what  a  Carnival! 
Watermelon  seed  spitting!  Face 
painting!  Fortune  telling!  Balloon 
busting!  Things  like  that!  There  was  also 
a  barbecue;  and  the  note  said, 
“entertainment  followed”  all  of  that.  One 
cannot  help  wondering  what  sort  of 
entertainment  could  top  “watermelon 
seed  spitting.” 

BATON  ROUGE  —  Members  of 
University  Church  have  not  done  any 
“face  painting”;  but  their  fellowship 
time  consisted  of  a  church-wide  outing  at 
Camp  Istrouma.  It  was  a  family  day  of 
playing,  eating,  and  worshiping  together. 
Rev.  Ken  Carroll  and  Esther  Socolofsky 
led  the  closing  vesper  service,  with  the 
chancel  choir  leading  special  music. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE  —  A  gift  of 
real  estate,  valued  at  $70,000,  was  made 
to  Centenary  by  one  of  its  alumni 
trustees,  Richard  L.  Ray,  of  Tyler, 
Texas.  “The  gift  will  inaugurate  a 
geology  fund  in  memory  of  Richard’s 
uncle,  Walter  G.  Ray,  said  Centenary 
President  Donald  A.  Webb.  “It  will  be  an 
endowed  fund,  and  proceeds  will  be  used 
to  support  the  Department  of  Geology  .” 

FRANKLINTON  —  Another  church- 
wide  picnic.  This  one:  the  members  of 
Centenary  UMC  went  to  the  farm  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Raymond  Hayes  in  Hackley. 
Nothing  was  said,  but  we  wonder  if  they 
had  “water  melon  seed  spitting.” 

Gleaned  from  SPECTRUM,  a  weekly 
church  bulletin,  “too  many  people  itch 
for  what  they  want,  but  won’t  scratch  for 
it.”  And  from  the  St.  Mark  (BR) 
Women’s  Newsbrief:  “Someone  said, 
‘The  person  who  knows  how  will  always 
have  a  job.  But  the  person  who  knows 
why  will  be  his  boss.’  ” 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Dr.  Geneva  Handy 
Southall,  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W 
T.  Handy,  Sr.,  and  sister  of  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy,  Jr.,  was  the  recipient  of  the  Lola 
M.  Parker  Woman  of  the  Year  Award,  as 
Iota  Phi  Lambda  Sorority,  Inc.,  Gamma 
Tau  Chapter’s  “Woman  of  the  Year.” 
The  Concert/Reception  was  held  at  the 
Minneapolis  Institute  of  Arts. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  The  Motet  Choir. 
First  UMC,  will  present  a  program  of 
Broadway  musical  songs,  called 
Broadway  Fun,  at  the  Church  Family 
Nite  this  Sunday  evening. 

CROWLEY  -  Abe  and  Melanie 
Conerly  will  give  an  Open  House,  this 
Sunday,  in  the  new  parsonage  that  was 
recently  completed  in  Crowley.  The 
home  was  finished,  debt-free,  so  it  will  be 
dedicated  during  the  Open  House. 

FRANKLIN  -  “We  Do  God’s  Work” 
was  the  theme  of  the  program  at  the  VCS 
at  First  UMC.  Mrs.  Shirley  Carpenter 
was  the  leader;  and  115  children  and 
workers  participated.  The  offering  from 
the  week  will  be  used  to  help  build  a 
wading  pool  at  the  Meth.  Home  Hosp.  in 


New  Orleans.  Following  the  closing 
Sharing  Program,  members  of  the 
UMYF  sponsored  a  benefit  Ice  Cream 
social. 

SHREVEPORT  —  Lakeview  UMC  has 
announced  that  Ms.  Jane  Daugherty  will 
be  the  new  Youth  Minister  for  this 
summer.  Ms.  Daugherty  is  a  graduate 
from  the  Centenary  College  Church 
Careers  program.  She  plans  to  enter 
Seminary  after  this  year.  The  Church 
has  also  employed  Ms.  Barbara  Ann 
Locke  as  Minister  of  Music.  Ms.  Locke 
was  born  in  Shreveport,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Ward-Belmont  Junior 
College  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  has 
degrees  from  Cincinnati  Conservatory  of 
Music  in  Ohio.  Barbara  Ann  and  her  twin 
sister,  Norma  Jean,  were  involved  in 
radio  and  television  while  she  was  in 
college. 

LAKE  CHARLES  -  First  UMC  has 
red  velvet  pew  cushions  on  hand  for  some 
church  that  is  interested.  These  are  left 
from  a  remodeling  project,  when  new 
pew  cushions  were  installed.  If  you  are 
interested  contact  Mr.  Ed  Midlam  at 
First  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  for 
information. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 


African  Bishop  shares  plan  . Page  3 

Black  caucus  exec  resigns . Page  4 

More  women  in  1980 

delegations  . Page  3 

Take  me  home  to  my  gas  tanks  . .  Page  2 
Exec  says  giving  up, 

mood  down . Page  3 

Tax  law  penalizes  marriage . Page  2 

Cancellation  of  Mission 

conference  regrettable . Page  2 

UMs  walk,  donate  for  hunger  ....  Page  4 


You  don't  have  to  (leave  town 
to  be  in  mission.  \ 


Give  to  World  Service  and 
Conference  Benevolences. 


The  conference  treasurer  and  book¬ 
keeper  and  all  of  the  CCOM  staff:  Mrs. 
Inez  Chrisentery,  Mrs.  Kathi  Finnell,  the 
Resource  Librarian,  Administrative 
Assistant,  and  Director  will  work  from 
this  location. 

Some  of  the  functions  of  the  conference 
offices  have  been  curtailed  during  the 
time  of  transition;  but  few  major 
functions  have  been  slowed.  Soon  all  of 
the  moves  will  be  completed,  new  staff 
members  will  be  hired  and  trained,  and 
everything  will  be  in  place. 


Rev.  Carlos  Welch  (r), 
Methodist  missionary  and  a 
founder  of  the  Christian 
Counseling  Center  in  Vellore, 
India,  presents  the  symbol  of 
the  Cross  and  Flame,  hand 
embroidered  by  Indian  women, 
to  Carroll  Thornton,  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  Mission 
Work  Areas  for  First  UMC, 
Slidell.  Rev.  R.  J.  MacWan, 
retired  UM  minister,  Leonard 
Theological  Seminary,  Jabal- 
pour,  India,  and  faither-in-law  of 
Rev.  Welch,  looks  on.  The  Slidell 
Church  is  one  of  several  which 
sponsor  the  work  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Welch  in  Vellore 


The  Resource  Library  has  been  closed 
during  the  time  the  CCOM  offices  were 
being  moved.  We  want  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  patience  while  you 
were  unable  to  have  the  services  you 
have  been  accustomed  to,  and  have 
depended  upon.  We  are  hiring  and 
training  new  personnel  during  this  time. 
Of  course,  a  whole  lot  of  material  must 
be  sorted,  inventoried,  and  filed,  after 
moving  it  from  Shreveport.  We  will  do 
our  best  to  be  back  in  service  by  the 
middle  of  August. 

If  you  write  the  CCOM  office,  and 
especially  if  you  send  us  regular 
bulletins  or  church  papers,  please 
address  it  to: 

P.O.  Drawer  3057 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821 
The  telephone  company  has  not  given 
us  a  new  listing;  but  as  soon  as  we  have 
it,  we  will  pass  it  on  to  you. 

Mail  to  the  Conference  Treasurer,  Dr. 
J.  J.  Caraway,  should  still  be  sent  to  the 
Shreveport  address;  and  Bishop 
Shamblin  will  continue  to  receive  his 
mail  at  the  1915  American  Bank  Building 
in  New  Orleans. 


Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  has 
been  invited  to  teach  the 
course,  “Human  Rights  and  the 
International  Order,”  during 
the  Mississippi  Conf.  School  of 
Christian  Missions  at  the 
Methodist  Seashore  Assembly, 
Biloxi,  July  23-26th.  He 
attended  the  South  Atlantic 
Regional  School  at  Lambuth 
College,  for  certification.  Mr. 
Calvin  has  taught  in  schools  of 
Mission  in  Louisiana  and 
Georgia. 
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twiwswmm  Editorials 


Cancellation  of  Convocation  on 
Christian  Mission  regrettable 


We  consider  it  regrettable  that  church 
leaders  found  it  necessary  to  cancel  the 
National  Convocation  on  Christian 
Mission  which  was  scheduled  to  be  held 
during  September  in  San  Antonio  (see 
TM/UMR.  July  6  and  13). 

The  primary  reason  given  for  the 
cancellation  was  the  low  number  of 
registrations,  due  in  large  part  to  the 
energy  crisis.  Opposition  to  the 
convocation  expressed  by  some  church 
leaders  also  contributed  to  the  low 
number  of  registrants.  Although 
designed  to  include  up  to  3,000 
participants,  convocation  leaders 
speculated  that  fewer  than  1,000  persons 
were  likely  to  attend. 

We  believe  this  convocation  would 
have  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  our 
church’s  mission  outreach.  Contrary  to 
what  some  believe,  we  contend  there  still 
is  a  valid  place  for  mass  meetings  and 
rallies  in  the  church.  Such  meetings, 
when  constructively  planned  and 
implemented,  build  enthusiasm  and 
commitment  among  participants,  which 


is  followed  by  rippling  effects  across  the 
church. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  which  was  sponsoring  the 
convocation,  is  often  accused  of  being  out 
of  touch  with  and  indifferent  toward  the 
■grassroots”  membership  of  the  church. 
This  particular  convocation  was 
designed  by  the  board  for  the  church’s 
“grassroots”  membership  and  might 
well  have  served  to  narrow  the  gap 
between  the  board  and  the  rest  of  the 
church.  This  event  might  well  have 
proved  to  be  as  positive  and  unifying  in 
its  effects  as  some  board  actions  and 
policies  have  been  divisive. 

The  energy  crisis  is  real  and  our 
denomination  must  do  its  part  to  deal 
constructively  with  it.  But  the  business  of 
the  church  can  and  must  go  on.  We 
believe  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  this 
particular  effort  to  build  support  for  our 
church’s  general  mission  program  had  to 
be  forsaken,  and  hope  the  board 
continues  to  pursue  plans  for  such  a 
convocation  in  the  next  quadrennium. 


Tax  law  penalizes  marriage 


TM/UMR 

wants  young  writers 


Summer  vacation  provides  most 
young  people  with  time  to  develop 
new  talents  and  avenues  of  ex¬ 
pression. 

TM/UMR  is  offering  an  opportunity 
to  our  young  readers,  18  years  and 
younger,  to  try  their  hand  this 
summer  at  developing  news  stories, 
features,  inspirational  and  opinion 
articles,  poems  and  photo  essays  for 
publication  on  our  general  news  pages 
during  the  next  two  months. 

The  best  submissions  will  appear  in 
print  and  their  writers  will  receive  $5 
for  each  published  item. 

Writers  are  encouraged  to  develop 
articles  on  a  broad  range  of  topics. 
For  starters,  stories  might  be  de¬ 
veloped  on  effective  church  youth 
activities,  workcamps,  service 
projects  or  Bible  study  programs.  Or 
perhaps  a  feature  article  could  be 
written  about  an  outstanding 
Christian  youth  or  youth  leader. 
Opinions  about  the  future  of  youth  in 
the  church  are  waiting  to  be  put  into 


words.  Individual  expressions  of  faith 
—  in  a  poem,  short  essay,  song, 
illustration,  cartoon  or  photo  are 
additional  possibilities. 

Articles  should  be  brief  and  to  the 
point,  and  should  reflect  an 
awareness  that  they  are  being  written 
for  a  nationwide,  United  Methodist 
reading  audience.  Articles  will  be 
selected  for  publication  on  the  basis  of 
their  uniqueness,  readability,  rele¬ 
vance,  and  length  in  relation  to 
available  space. 

Articles  should  be  typed,  if  possible, 
and  double  spaced.  Neat,  handwritten 
entries  are  acceptable.  Pictures  or 
illustrations  to  accompany  written 
stories  are  encouraged. 

Mail  submissions  any  time  between 
now  and  August  21  to:  Young  Writers, 
The  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222.  Entries  will  not 
be  returned  unless  you  enclose  a  self  - 
addressed,  stamped  envelope. 


Here  I  Stand 


Bishops’  power 
needed  by  church 

J 


By  ALLISON  CAMBRE 

There  is  a  cancer  growing  on  United 
Methodism;  and  if  the  causes  for  its 
excrescence  are  not  removed,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  may  be  killed. 
One  need  only  document  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in  the  last  three  books 
of  Discipline  to  chart  its  metastasis. 

What  I  am  chiefly  concerned  about  is 
the  seeming  compliance  of  leadership 
that  has  occurred  in  the  very  highest 
levels  of  our  denomination.  I  am  not  as 
interested  in  trying  to  exorcise  the 
demons  —  real  or  imagined  —  that  are 
purported  to  dwell  within  the  bodies  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM),  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  (GCFA),  and  the 
Judicial  Council,  as  much  as  I  am 
interested  in  calling  to  attention  the 
apparent  erosion  of  leadership  which  has 
occurred  within  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Historically,  in  American  Methodism, 
the  bishops’  duties  were  focused  into  six 


The  number  of  unmarried  couples 
living  together  has  nearly  doubled  in  the 
past  decade  and  now  accounts  for  1.1 
million  American  households,  according 
to  recent  statistics  from  the  U.S.  Census 
Bureau. 

While  this  dramatic  increase  in 
unmarried  couples  has  undoubtedly  been 
caused  by  a  complex  set  of  factors  in  our 
so-called  “liberated”  society,  it  is 
becoming  more  and  more  evident  that 
one  impetus  for  many  such  “living 
arrangements”  has  been  economics. 

It  takes  no  wizard  at  federal  income 
tax  law  to  see  the  financial  “penalties” 
which  are  placed  on  couples  who  choose 
matrimony  to  living  out  of  wedlock. 
According  to  figures  compiled  by 
congressional  leaders  who  are  leading 
the  fight  for  tax  reform,  two  single 
persons  living  together  and  making 
$10,000  each  are  taxed  nearly  $500  less 
under  current  law  than  a  married  couple 
with  the  same  income.  And  as  the  income 
increases,  the  favored  status  for  the 
unmarried  couple  also  rises. 

While  we  would  not  advocate 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


penalizing  unmarried  couples,  we  also 
believe  the  federal  government  should 
not  encourage  such  arrangements  with 
“tax  breaks.” 

As  Christians  we  believe  in  the  sanctity 
and  importance  of  the  marriage  bond. 
Whatever  can  be  done  to  encourage 
family  relationships  built  on  the  kind  of 
commitment  declared  in  marriage  needs 
to  be  done  for  the  sake  of  individuals  and 
society-at-large. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  to  support 
legislation  presently  in  Congress  to  end 
the  inequities  in  taxation  between 
married  and  unmarried  couples  and  spe¬ 
cifically  to  write  their  congressional  rep¬ 
resentatives  in  support  of  the  Mathias- 
Fenwick  Bill. 

This  bill,  sponsored  by  Sen.  Charles 
Mathias  of  Maryland  and  Sen.  Millicent 
Fenwick  of  New  Jersey  seeks  to  end  the 
preferential  treatment  of  unmarried 
couples  by  allowing  each  married  person 
to  file  a  separate  tax  return  based  on 
individual  income  and  calculated  on  the 
same  tax  tables  used  by  single  persons. 


My  Witness 


UMC  offers  growth  opportunities 


By  C.  C.  SESSIONS 

As  United  Methodists  we  ought  to  be 
grateful  for  the  learning,  growing  and 
sharing  opportunities  we  have  to 
participate  in,  as  fellow  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Recently  my  wife  and  I  were 
privileged  to  be  a  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Seminars  on  National  and 
International  Affairs  in  Washington  D.C. 
and  New  York  City.  We  were  in 
fellowship  with  31  youth  and  6  adults 
from  the  North  Texas  Conference.  This 
inter-generation  fellowship  was  great  for 
all,  we  were  pleased  and  proud  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  a  building 
across  from  the  Capitol  and  next  to  the 
Supreme  Court  Building.  In  New  York 
City  our  church  has  a  Methodist  Building 
across  from  the  United  Nations  Complex. 


We  had  most  of  our  daily  seminars  in 
these  two  buildings. 

The  staffs  of  these  two  United 
Methodist  centers  opened  many  doors  for 
all  of  us  as  we  sought  all  the  viewpoints 
regarding  the  SALT  II  Treaty  and  the 
various  armament  controversies.  One 
seminar  was  held  in  the  State 
Department  Building  and  another  in  the 
Pentagon  Building.  We  had  visits  with 
area  congressmen  and  the  two  United 
States  senators  from  our  state.  Resource 
people  were  of  the  highest  caliber  as  they 
spoke  about  the  varying  viewpoints  of 
each  issue  under  discussion.  This  is  most 
important  in  the  educational  process  of  a 
free  people. 

Rene  and  I  continue  to  be  encouraged 
with  the  kind  of  young  people  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  in  its  fellowship. 


They  were  open,  alert,  thoughtful  and 
most  cooperative  in  our  mutual  search 
for  the  truth  in  all  of  the  issues  of  the  day. 
As  a  retired  Methodist  preacher,  I  was 
thrilled  at  the  dedication,  intelligence 
and  concern  of  our  youth,  who  are 
assuming  leadership  roles  with  informed 
and  reasoned  answers  to  the  perplexities 
of  our  day. 

The  kind  of  teaching,  preaching  and 
involvement  our  youth  are  receiving  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  affirms  the 
fact  that  our  future  is  in  good  hands. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  C.  C. 
Sessions,  is  • a  retired  member  of  the 
Central  Texas  Annual  Conference.  He 
resides  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


‘Biblical  inerrancy’  debate  still  goes  on  in  UMC 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  of  June  29  dealing  with 
“biblical  inerrancy,  pluralism  and  doing 
theology”  lucidly  expresses  what  many 
of  us  who  love  the  Bible  really  think  and 
believe.  After  about  48  years  of  daily 
devotional  Bible  reading,  adult  class 
teaching  and  use  of  scholarly  helps,  I 
agree  with  the  conclusion  that 
fundamentalism  with  its  inerrancy 
“cannot  stand  up  to  the  test  of  human 
experience  in  the 20th  century.” 

I  was  fully  exposed  to  the  conservative 
viewpoint  in  younger  years  and 
conditioned  to  suspect  the  "liberals”  of 
falsifying  all  that  the  Bible  claims  and 
denying  its  authority  as  revelation  from 
God.  Your  editorial  rightly  suggests  a 
middle  position  which  is  about  where  I 
stand. 

Discounting  the  inerrancy  approach 
does  not  reduce  the  worth  and  value  of 
the  Bible;  knowing  that  God  spoke 
through  fallible  human  vessels, 
covenanted  with  a  people  He  found  to  be 
“stiff-necked,”  worked  out  His  purposes 
through  their  immature  development 
and  reprehensible  history,  yet  through 
them  sent  His  Son  into  the  world  ought  to 
leave  us  standing  with  wonder  and  awe. 
We  don't  demand  or  expect  inerrancy  on 
the  part  of  the  best  of  biblical  scholars 
(do  they  all  agree?);  therefore,  why 
should  we  expect  writers  of  Old  and  New 
Testaments  to  have  written  in  what 


I  HADN'T 
TU0U6HT 
OF  TH  AT 


the  thinking  of  people  called  Methodists. 

When  you  indict  an  editorial  opposing 
capital  punishment,  for  example,  you 
express  a  view  that  is  perhaps  most 


atheist,'  dictatorial  and  cruel  by  our 
standards.  But  wait.  How  do  we  compare 
in  some  of  the  Christian  virtues?  Crime, 
stark  deprivation,  venereal  disease. 


widely  held  in  our  church.  But  those  who  pride  in  work?  The  astonishing  effort  to 
rush  to  criticize  concede  nothing  regiment  brotherly  love. 
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became  the  canon  of  Scripture  historical 
data,  laws,  prophecies,  poetry, 
biography,  letters,  etc.  only  axiomatic 
“truth”?  Unless  they  were  superhuman 
and  their  minds  and  spirits  unique,  they 
were  subject  to  prejudice  and  limited 
apprehensions  of  truth  the  same  as  the 
rest  of  us.  The  marvel  of  it  all  is  that 
God’s  living  revelation  comes  through  as 
clearly  as  it  does,  convicting  of  sin, 
arousing  the  conscience  and  marking 
with  sure  signs  the  way  to  reconciliation 
with  God. 

Reverent  study  of  the  Bible,  always 
with  prayer  for  spiritual  illumination, 
has  for  me  been  an  unending  adventure 
and  a  fruitful  search  for  understanding  of 
God  these  many  years. 

Donald  E.  Kohlstaedt 
Spokane.  Washington 

‘Clean  out  liberals’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Anyone  who  denies  the  verbal 
inspiration  of  the  Bible  has  no  business 
calling  himself  a  minister  of  God 
(TM/UMR  editorial,  June  29). 

In  your  editorial  you  say  “funda¬ 
mentalism"  and  “biblical  inerrancy" 
cannot  stand  up  to  the  test  of  human 
experience  of  the  20th  century."  Who 
are  you  trying  to  fool?  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  losing  members 
yearly.  The  churches  that  are  growing 
and  winning  souls  to  Jesus  Christ  are 
those  churches  that  believe  the  Bible  is 
God’s  inerrant  Word  and  preach  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  powers  to  save. 

I’m  sick  and  tired  of  the  United 
Methodist  social  gospel.  Anyone  can  be  a 
United  Methodist.  A  person  can  believe 
nothing  and  still  be  welcomed  into 
fellowship  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  There  are  almost  10  million 
United  Methodists  but  how  many 
Christians?  (  A  Christian  is  an  individual 
who  has  been  “born  again”  according  to 
John  3.  meaning  he  has  accepted  and 
trusted  Jesus  Christ  as  his  personal 
savior. ) 

It’s  time  the  United  Methodist  Church 
started  cleaning  out  the  liberals  as  the 
Southern  Baptists  are  attempting  to  do 
Daryl  M.  Davis 
Emlenton.  Pennsylvania 

Editorial  on  target 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  June  29  editorial.  "Biblical 
inerrancy,  pluralism  and  our  task  of 
doing  theology.”  is  right  on  target. 

You  will  get  some  brickbats  —  that  you 


are  one  of  those  “liberals”  who  doesn’t 
believe  the  Bible.  The  second  paragraph 
of  your  editorial  is  so  true. 

Walter  N.  Vernon 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Church,  not  politics 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  issue  of  June  29  carried  a  news 
item  that  confirms  the  necessity  for  the 
1980  General  Conference  to  curb  the 
runaway  actions  of  general  board  staff 
members  in  injecting  themselves  into 
politics  and  in  presuming  to  speak  for  the 
church. 

I  refer  to  the  report  that  Dr.  Tracey  K. 
Jones  Jr.,  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  and  Dr.  Lois  Miller, 
head  of  the  World  Division,  had  sent  a 
telegram  to  President  Carter  on  June  20 
urging  him  to  recognize  the  provisional 
government  proclaimed  by  the 
Sandinista  guerrillas  in  Nicaragua. 

No  matter  what  one  may  think  about 
Somoza.  by  what  stretch  of  the 
imagination  can  these  two  conclude  that 
selecting  the  government  of  Nicaragua  is 
a  function  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church?  And  even  if  this  were  a  subject 
for  legitimate  church  participation,  by 
what  authority  do  they  presume  to  speak 
for  the  church  or  even  for  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries? 

Are  we  a  church  or  are  we  a  political 
party?  Ray  h  Smith 

Anderson,  South  Carolina 

Love  forgotten 

To  the  Editor: 

The  letters  to  the  Editor  supporting 
capital  punishment  all  used  verses  from 
the  Old  Testament  to  justify  their  beliefs. 
I  challenge  any  of  them  to  find  anything 
in  the  New  Testament  to  support  capital 
punishment. 

Jesus  or  the  saints  not  once  were 
recorded  as  favoring  any  killing.  The 
"eye  for  an  eye"  code  is  strictly  Old 
Testament  and  Jesus  came  and  gave  us 
the  new  covenant.  Turn  the  other  cheek 
was  part  of  it.  The  rest  was  love. 

DaleE.  Kelley 
Lee’s  Summit.  Missouri 

Letters  dismaying 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  more  than  a  little  dismaying  to 
note  the  limited  understanding  and 
forebearance  exhibited  by  so  many  of  the 
contributors  to  your  "Letters  to  the 
Editor"  section.  The  reverse  is  what  I 
would  be  proud  to  believe  distinguishes 


(TM/UMR,  June  29).  The  counter  view 
contributes  to  consensus,  but  must  it 
overrun  charity? 

The  same  retreat  from  balance  was 
revealed  in  the  response  on 
homosexuality  and  Maoism.  I  concede 
that  nobody  loves  a  homosexual  but 
another  homosexual;  certainly  I  do  not. 
But  the  dogmatic  mind  is  unable  to 
conceive  that  just  possibly  this  three  per 
cent  of  all  of  us  —  including  just  possible 
an  admired  next  door  neighbor  (or  pew 
holder,  heaven  forbid)  who  merely  does 
not  glory  in  it  —  are  largely  victims  of  an 
accident  of  birth  .  .  .  like  a  withered 
hand,  but  usually  there’s  nothing  much 
can  be  done  about  it. 

Thus  with  the  China  study  literature. 
Of  course  the  record  of  Maoism  is 


Freedom  is  God-given,  but  more  of  us 
would  do  well  to  think  more  about  the 
price .  .  .  and  our  own  worthiness. 

Loyd  Whitbeck 
Sunnyvale,  California 

Keep  up  the  work 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  say  your  newspaper  is 
the  greatest  thing  that  ever  happened  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Keep  up 
the  good  work. 

Your  role  in  the  preservation  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  actually 
unbelievable.  I  don’t  always  agree  with 
some  of  the  writers’  positions  but  thank 
God  there  is  a  place  to  say  it  for  all  to 

hear  Shirley  T.  Field 

Lodi,  California 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beet 

Take  me  home  country- 
road  to  my  gas  tanks! 


Allison  Cambre 
areas:  (1)  presiding  in  the  conferences; 
(2)  fixing  the  appointments;  (3) 
changing,  receiving,  or  suspending 
preachers;  (4)  traveling  through  the 
connection;  (4)  overseeing  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  business  of  the  church;  (6) 
ordaining  bishops,  elders,  and  deacons. 

Even  though  some  may  wish  to  argue 
that  what  we  have  today  is  a  “regulated” 
episcopacy  with  respect  to  some  of  its 
traditional  powers,  privileges,  or  duties, 
nevertheless,  most  attempts  that  have; 
been  made  to  reduce,  limit,  or  transfer 
these  have  been  unsuccessful.  However, 
a  crisis  is  mounting  with  regard  to  duty  5, 
i.e.,  the  overseeing  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  business  of  the  church.  The 
once  unparalleled  authority  of  the 
bishops  to  effectively  and  generally 
superintend  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
business  of  the  church  is  being  subtly  and 
indirectly  challenged  by  emerging 
centers  of  power  within  our  denomi¬ 
nation. 

When  the  Council  of  Bishops  was 
formed  as  a  constitutional  body,  there 
were  some  fears  that  the  agencies  of  the 
church  might  become  a  mere  echo  of  the  ' 
council.  But  very  nearly  the  opposite  has  • 
happened  today.  The  time  was  when 
scarcely  any  program  throughout  the 
church  could  be  effective  without 
episcopal  backing.  This  is  no  longer  the 
situation.  There  has  been  an  undeniable 
shift  from  the  episcopacy  to  the  general 
boards  and  agencies  of  some  of  the 
guidance  and  direction  of  the 
denomination.  And  if  this  in  itself  is  not 
alarming  enough,  we  are  witnessing  this 
“wrestling  for  the  reins”  by  boards  and 
agencies  who  are  .  increasingly 
autonomous  and  composed  of  some 
people  who  themselves  are  neither 
United  Methodist  in  awareness, 
perception,  or  affiliation. 

Coupled  with  this,  we  have  seen  recent 
General  Conferences  which  can  be 
viewed  as  bodies  which  authorize, 
sometimes  with  alterations,  the 
programs  and  plans  developed  by  the 
established  boards  and  agencies  —  some 
of  which  possess  now  very  little 
accountability  for  their  actions.  In 
addition,  these  boards  and  agencies  have 
increasingly  bypassed  the  episcopal ; 
level  to  use  the  district  superintendent  as  • 
the  “key”  person  to  fulfill  the  mandates 
of  generated  programs. 

Time  demands  notwithstanding,  a 
concentrated  and  coordinated  effort 
must  be  made  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
to  overcome  the  jurisdictional 
boundaries  which  separate  their 
thinking,  to  map  out  a  strategy  to  check 
the  accretion  of  power  now  vested  in 
certain  boards  and  agencies,  and  to  once 
again,  unequivocally,  superintend  the 
spiritual  and  temporal  business  of  the 
church. 

In  1920,  J.  Ralph  Magee  (later  to 
become  bishop)  wrote:  “We  are  at 
present  in  the  church  programmed  to  the 
point  of  nervous  exhaustion  .  .  . 

“The  bishop  who  can  make  spirituality 
to  be  apparently  the  great  design  of  the 
church  and  is  not  simply  reduced  to  a 
maid  of  all  work  in  financial  matters  .  .  . 
will  render  a  superior  service  to  the 
church  of  the  present  and  the  more 
glorious  church  of  the  future.  Less 
mechanics  not  more  machinery,  and 
more  divine  dynamics  —  this  is  the  need 
of  this  hour  and  all  hours.” 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
concerns  and  opinions  about  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Allison  Cambre.  is  pastor  of  First  UMC 
in  Hughes  Springs.  (Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


Bud  Herron 

I  might  be  able  to  believe  that  Ralph 
Nader  does  not  “buckle  up  for  safety” 
when  he  drives  his  car. 

If  the  facts  were  ironclad,  I  might  be 
able  to  accept  an  announcement  that 
Jane  Fonda  has  joined  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

Pushed  to  the  wall,  I  might  even 
withstand  the  revelation  that  Ewell 
Gibbons  did  not  make  his  breakfast 
cereal  out  of  pine  cones  and  tree  moss. 

But  .  .  .  can  it  be  that  folk  singer  John 
Denver  is  hoarding  gasoline?  Is  this  the 
^ame  John  Denver  who  has  been 
collecting  my  $6.98  for  his  records 
extolling  the  virtues  of  environmentalism 
and  protecting  the  beauty  of  nature? 

Now,  I  must  admit  I  haven’t  talked  to 
John  about  the  situation  (I  tried  to  call 
him  at  his  home  in  Aspen,  Colorado,  but 
directory  assistance  said  he  has  an 
unlisted  number),  but  according  to 
United  Press  International  wire  service 
it’s  true :  He  not  only  has  installed  a  4,000- 
gallon  gasoline  storage  tank  at  his  home, 
but  has  ordered  three  more  2,000-gallon 
tanks  for  good  measure. 

I  thought  John  was  great  back  in  1975 
when  he  symbolically  threw  a  stone 
across  Colorado’s  Glenwood  Canyon  to 
protest  a  proposed  4-lane  highway  which 
he  felt  would  unnecessarily  mar  the 
environment.  He  even  spoke  theolog¬ 
ically  about  such  things  as  the  steward¬ 
ship  of  God’s  creation. 

I  also  was  pleased  recently  to  find  out 
that  he  has  agreed  to  sing  at  the 
Episcopal  Church  General  Convention  in 
September  for  the  benefit  of  that 
denomination’s  world  hunger  fund.  His 
songs  are  to  conclude  a  24-hour  period  of 
prayer  and  fasting  with  a  “lyric 
celebration  of  outdoor  life.” 

So  how  does  hoarding  gasoline  fit  into 
all  of  this?  It  seems  that  somewhere  Mr. 
Denver  has  skipped  a  beat  in  his 
understanding  of  the  relationship 
between  saying  and  doing  theology 


KING'S  MANOR  METHODIST  HOME 
Retirement  living  at  its  best! 

Three  levels  of  care  —  cottage, 
manor  and  nursing  home. 

Church  related  —  no  entrance  fee 
required  —  non-profit. 

Applications  appreciated  and 
processed  immediately- 
Cottages  available  now! 
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Mrs.  Joyce  Lyons.  Ariminlslrutor 
Kintf's  Manor  Molhodisl  llnmr 
P.O.  Box  1999 
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And  while  I’m  careful  about  throwing 
stones  about  hypocrisy  (I  have  tpo  much 
df  that  in  my  own  life  to  be  harshly 
judgmental),  it  seems  that  since  Mr. 
Denver  has  “cast  the  first  stone,”  so  to 
speak,  he  needs  to  explain  himself  —  if 
onlv  to  himself. 

As  for  me,  I  guess  I’ll  learn  to  cope 
with  my  disillusionment. 

The  next  time  I  sit  agitated  in  a  mile- 
long  line  waiting  for  my  turn  at  the  gas 
pumps  I  won’t  have  a  hero.  I  won’t  be 
able  to  pass  my  time  imagining  John 
Denver  perched  atop  a  stump  on  a 
mountain  in  Old  Snowmass,  Colorado, 
wearing  a  synthetic  cougar-skin  jacket 
and  composing  a  song  about  such  things 
as  the  patience  of  nature  or  about  not 
letting  our  greed  and  panic  cause  us  to 
rape  the  earth. 

Instead,  I’ll  think  about  the  rich  and 
the  privileged  —  people  like  me  and  my 
human  friend  John  and  millions  of  other 
Americans  —  who  always  seem  to  want 
more  than  their  share. 

But  worst  of  all.  while  I’m  biding  my 
time  I  won’t  even  be  able  to  break  into  a 
few  verses  of  “Take  Me  Home  Country 
Road”  without  the  uneasy  feeling  that 
John’s  real  motive  for  the  trip  is  to  visit 
his  storage  tanks  and  avoid  the  gas  line 
I’m  stuck  in. 

-BUD  HERRON 


Historically  our  church  had  an 
evangelistic  fervor.  We  now  seem 
static,  reporting  in  the  last  decade 
one  million  fewer  members.  To  re¬ 
verse  this  trend  evangelism  is  a 
current  Missional  Priority  with  a 
three-fold  hope: 


•  attract  people  to  Jesus  Christ 

•  bring  these  new  followers  into 
Christ's  redemptive  community 

•  strengthen  Christian  nurture 
through  the  church  school 

Your  part  in  reversing  our  declin¬ 
ing  trend  is  to: 

•  let  Christ  be  Lord  of  your  life 

•  witness  to  this  fact  and  seek 
new  disciples  for  Christ  and  the 
church 

•  help  your  congregation  take 
seriously  this  Missional  Priority 

•  support  your  church  school 


For  more  information  write:  Di¬ 
vision  of  Evangelism,  Worship 
and  Stewardship,  Box  840, 
Nashville,  TN  37202. 
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Infant  formula  use  debated 

Annual  conferences,  agencies  urge  church  to  join  inNestle  boycott 


SALISBURY,  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  —  Prime  Minister  Abel  Muzorewa,  also  a  bishop 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  returns  a  salute  to  airport  crowds  on  July  8,  as  he 
leaves  Salisbury  for  talks  with  officials  in  Great  Britain  and  the  U.S. 

y  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

African  bishop  shares 
ans  for  his  future 


pi 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa 
informed  four  American  episcopal 
colleagues  about  his  plans  for  the  future 
of  his  church  leadership  in  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  herfi  July  10  during  a  whirlwind 
two-day  visit  to  this  country  which  was 
capped  by  what  he  described  as 
“fruitful”  talks  with  President  Jimmy 
Carter. 

In  a  closed  session  with  the  American 
bishops.  Bishop  Muzorewa  —  who 
became  the  first  black  prime  minister  of 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  June  1  —  unveiled 
his  blueprint  for  maintaining  effective 
leadership  in  his  annual  conference  while 
his  duties  as  head  of  state  continue  to 
demand  most  of  his  time. 

While  persons  present  in  the  sessions 
refused  to  discuss  the  specifics  of  the 
bishop’s  plans,  informed  sources  close  to 
Bishop  Muzorewa  said  “he  has  long  been 
aware  of  the  difficulties  of  being  both  a 
full-time  bishop  and  a  full-time  prime 
minister,  and  plans  to  deal  with  the 
situation.” 

“Bishop  Muzorewa  told  us  what  course 
he  plans  to  take,  but  we  are  not  at  liberty 
to  release  the  information  at  this  time,” 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington,  D.C.  told  TM/UMR.  “I’ll 
only  say  he  has  a  good  solution  in  our 
opinion  and  will  be  announcing  if  soon.” 

Speculation  centers  on  three  options 
for  the  bishop:  (1)  He  could  step  down  as 
bishop  and  call  for  the  election  of  a 
replacement;  (2)  He  could  take  a 
temporary  leave  of  absence  and  ask  for 
the  appointment  of  an  interrim 
replacement;  or  (3)  He  could  appoint 
someone  to  serve  as  a  “general 
superintendent”  to  head  the  annual 
conference  while  he  would  maintain 
ultimate  authority. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  of  the  Pittsburg 
Area,  who  is  president-elect  of  the  UMC’s 
Council  of  Bishops,  also  took  part  in  the 
discussions  with  Bishop  Muzorewa,  and 
while  declining  to  speak  specifically  to 
the  African  leader’s  plans  told  TM/UMR 
“the  whole  matter  of  bishops  who  find 
themselves  in  such  dual  roles  deserves 
consideration.” 

He  said  members  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  others  have  long  been 
concerned  by  the  implications  for  the 
church  when  a  bishop  becomes  a  top 
government  official  —  such  as  in  the  case 
of  Bishop  Bennie  Warner  of  Liberia  who 
serves  as  that  nation’s  vice  president. 

“The  Council  of  Bishops  is  fully 
supportive  of  both  bishops,”  Bishop 
Nichols  said,  “but  still  there  is  a  feeling 
that  the  situation  needs  to  be  discussed 
more  fully." 

Also  during  the  meeting  here,  Bishop 
Muzorewa  gave  his  American  colleagues 
a  1,400  word  report  on  the  state  of  the 
church  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia.  The 
report  mixed  stories  of  despair  and 
suffering  with  those  of  hope  and 
prosperity,  but  came  out  finally  on  the 
side  of  optimism.  In  addition  to  Bishops 
Matthew  and  Nichols,  others  attending 
the  session  included  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt 
Jr.  of  the  Nashville  Area  and  retired 
Bishop  Ralph  E.  Dodge,  one-time  bishop 
to  Rhodesia. 

Each  of  the  bishops  attending  the 
meeting  later  expressed  continued  or 
renewed  confidence  in  Bishop  Muzorewa 
as  a  political  leader,  while  still 
withholding  judgment  on  the  new 


government.  None  supported  the 
immediate  lifting  of  trade  sanctions 
imposed  by  the  United  States  against  the 
bishop’s  nation. 

•  Noting  that  he  has  consistently 
supported  Bishop  Muzorewa  and  his 
direction  of  seeking  change  by  non¬ 
violent  means,  Bishop  Mathews  said 
“We  should  give  diplomatic  recognition 
and  lift  economic  sanctions,  but  only 
after  consultation  with  the  United 
Nations,”  which  originally  imposed  the 
sanctions. 

Exec  says 
giving  up, 
mood  down 

By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Despite  the  ever 
shrinking  value  of  the  dollar,  financial 
giving  among  United  Methodists  has 
almost  “kept  pace”  with  inflation,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Rieke,  top 
UM  stewardship  executive.  Yet  he 
warned  that  even  with  increased  income 
and  giving  among  local  church 
members,  a  “negative  pessimistic” 
mood  among  general  church  leaders 
may  cause  the  denomination  to  lose  out. 

Between  1973-77,  dollars  spent  by  local 
churches  have  risen  35.1  percent  while 
the  consumer  price  index  has  increased 
36.4  percent,  Mr.  Rieke  told  TM/UMR 
last  week. 

“Giving  continues  to  increase.  UMs 
have  given  every  conceivable  evidence 
of  wanting  the  church  to  grow,  develop 
and  expand,  and  are  willing  to  give 
accordingly  of  money,  time  and  skills,” 
Mr.  Rieke  said.  However,  the  general 
church  is  not  challenging  local  churches 
to  reach  their  giving  potential.  Some 
churches  are  putting  their  increased 
incomes  to  work  in  creative  community 
ministry,  but  other  potential  givers  are 
being  tapped  by  media -based  religious 
organizations,  he  said. 

In  the  next  quadrennium,  the 
denomination  will  be  in  “real  trouble”  if 
budget  projections  do  not  reflect  the 
inflation  rate  expected  in  the  next  four 
years,  said  A1  Hooke,  another 
stewardship  executive.  The  total  World 
Service  (UMC’s  main  funding  source  for 
denominational  boards  and  their 
programs)  budget  has  been  set  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  at  only  121.5  million  for 
the  four  year  period,  or  about  a  22 
percentincrease  over  the  present  funding 
period.  Mr.  Hooke  noted  that  the 
inflation  rate  between  1981-84  has  been 
“conservatively”  predicted  by  one  UM 
board  to  be  7.5  percent  per  year  —  for  a 
total  increase  of  30  percent. 

Present  budget  requests  from  boards 
would  seem  to  rule  out  any  new 
programs.  “We’re  always  trying  to  do 
with  the  least.  Then  we  come  out  with  the 
least.  We’re  going  downhill."  Mr.  Hooke 
said. 

The  stewardship  leaders  emphasized 
that  they  have  seen  no  instances  in  the 
church  where  people  are  unwilling  to 
support  the  church  program.  In  fact, 
they  said,  several  annual  conferences 
are  beginning  to  look  toward  the  next 
decade  of  rising  costs  and  are  beginning 
new  financial  programs  to  meet  those 
costs. 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

The  assertion  that  mother’s  milk  is 
best  for  infants  receives  little  or  no 
argument  from  people  throughout  the 
world. 

It  is  also  widely  agreed  that  infants 
eventually  need  a  supplement  to 
mother’s  milk. 

That  is  where  the  agreement  stops,  and 
the  questions  begin.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  asked  to  take 
sides  next  spring  in  the  sharp 
disagreement  arising  from  the  use  and 
promotion  of  infant  formula  in  the  Third 
World. 

This  controversy  is  at  the  core  of  a  two- 
year-old  boycott  of  products 
manufactured  by  the  Swiss-based  Nestle 
Company,  the  world’s  largest  distributor 
of  infant  formula.  The  boycott  is  led  by 
the  Infant  Formula  Action  Coalition 
(INFACT),  a  Minneapolis,  Minn.-based 
group. 

The  UMC  will  be  asked  to  take  a  stand 
on  the  issue  by  the  California-Nevada 
and  Wisconsin  annual  conferences.  The 
two  conferences  voted  at  their  1979 
sessions  to  request  that  the  upcoming 
General  Conference  recommend  the 
boycott  to  all  church  members.  At  least 
20  other  UM  annual  conferences 
endorsed  the  boycott,  while  several 
others  have  taken  the  infant  formula 
issue  under  consideration,  according  to 
INFACT. 

Several  UM  agencies  support  the 
boycott,  with  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  Women’s  Division  (which 
is  the  administrative  body  for  the  United 
Methodist  Women)  particularly  active  in 
the  effort.  Also  lending  their  support  are 
the  mission  board’s  health  and  welfare 
division  and  national  division.  The 
executive  committee  of  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  is  listed 
among  INFACT  supporters. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
governing  board  endorsed  the  boycott 
last  November,  and  several  national 
religious  organizations  have  also 
approved  it,  including  the  general 
assemblies  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.S.  and  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.  A. 

However,  David  Guerrant,  president  of 
Nestle  U.S.  A.  in  White  Plains,  N.Y.,  calls 
the  “attack”  on  Nestle  “unfair”  and  says 
it  is  without  justification. 

“There  have  been  a  number  of  false 
accusations,”  he  told  TM/UMR.  “I  think 
the  basic  points  of  controversy  involve 
disagreement  on  what  are  the  facts  of  the 
situation.” 

Disagree  over  main  points 

TM/UMR  interviews  with  Nestle  and 
INFACT  sources  appear  to  bear  out  the 
claim  of  disagreement,  as  requests  to 
define  the  main  points  of  controversy 
brought  differing  answers  from  each 
side. 

At  the  core  of  INFACT’s  boycott  is 
Nestle’s  promotion  of  infant  formula  in 
Third  World  countries.  However,  Henry 
Ciocca,  assistant  secretary  of  Nestle 


U.S. A.  and  director  of  its  office  of 
corporate  responsibility,  argues  with  the 
term  “promotion,”  stating  that  Nestle 
does  not  “promote”  its  infant  formula  in 
the  Third  World.  He  adds  that  he  defines 
"promotion”  as  direct  advertising,  while 
INFACT  concedes  it  defines  the  term 
more  broadly  and  insists  that  Nestle  still 
promotes  its  product  through  a  variety  of 
other  means. 

Formula  said  causing  problems 

INFACT  alleges  that  the  formula,  used 
as  a  supplement  or  substitute  for 
mother’s  milk,  has  led  to  infant 
malnutrition  due  to  factors  including 
lack  of  sterilization  and  refrigeration, 
illiteracy  and  dilution  of  the  product 
because  of  its  high  cost.  Mr.  Ciocca,  of 
Nestle,  responds  that  90  percent  of  the 
formula  is  sold  in  urban  areas,  primarily 
to  middle-  and  upper-class  families  who 
do  not  have  these  problems.  INFACT 
says  such  problems  do  exist  among 
urban  consumers. 

“The  general  point  is  that  all  mothers 
have  to  supplement  their  milk  at  some 
point,”  said  Douglas  Johnson, 
chairperson  of  INFACT.  “The  question  is 
to  find  a  supplement  appropriate  to  the 
physiological  development  of  the  baby, 
the  country,  the  family’s  income  and 
other  related  factors  ”, He  added  infant 
formula  is  not  an  appropriate 
supplement  but  is  designed  as  an 
imitation  and  substitute  for  mother’s 
milk. 

Both  sides  agree  that  the  infant 
formula  controversy  fits  within  a  larger 
problem  of  nutrition  generally,  both  for 
mother  and  infant.  Both  sides  are  looking 
for  progress  at  a  meeting  on  infant  and 
young  child  feeding  to  be  held  Oct.  9-12  in 
Switzerland,  sponsored  by  the  World 
Health  Organization  (WHO)  and  the 
United  Nations’  International  Children’s 
Emergency  Fund  (UNICEF). 

Nestle  has  stated  that  it  will  abide  by 
any  infant  formula  marketing  guidelines 
drawn  up  at  the  conference.  INFACT 
claims  the  conference  is  not  designed  to 
draw  up  any  such  guidelines. 

Objectives  of  meeting 

Dr.  Les  Teply.  UNICEF  senior 
nutrition  advisor,  told  TM/UMR  the  two¬ 
fold  objectives  of  the  meeting  are:  (1)  to 
summarize  the  current  state  of 
knowledge  concerning  appropriate 
infant  and  young  child  nutrition  as  well 
as  social,  health  and  environmental 
factors  affecting  it,  contemporary  trends 
in  feeding  practices  and  factors 
contributing  to  them,  and  their 
associated  implication;  and  (2)  to 
consider  what  activities  could  be 
undertaken  by  governments,  United 
Nations  agencies,  nongovernmental 
organizations,  industry  and  other 
interested  parties  in  order  to  improve 
infant  and  child  feeding  practices 

“We  don’t  expect  a  code  of  ethics  to 
emerge  from  it,”  stated  Anthony  Hewett, 
UNICEF  information  officer.  “Some  sort 
of  consensus  is  likely  to  emerge  from  the 


the  church  today 


Cancer  claims  life 
of  courageous  boy 

MEMPHIS,  Term. 

—  Eight-year-old 
Billy  Baker,  shown 
above  in  a 
December  1978 
photo,  died  on  July 
4  at  St.  Jude’s 
Children’s  Re- 
search  Hospital  p 

here,  after  a  three-  Bill.v  Baker 
year  struggle  with  leukemia  (see 
TM/UMR,  Jan.  26.) 

The  courageous  youngster  had  spoken 
last  year  of  visits  with  God  and  of  death. 
He  told  an  interviewer,  “God  told  me  it’s 
just  like  leaving.  He  said  He’s  got  room 
ready  for  me.  I  have  to  leave  my  family, 
but  they  will  come  up  later.” 

New  council  for  religion 
and  rural  life  organized 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  In  order  to 
relate  resources  of  the  churches  and 
rural  communities  in  mutual  efforts  at 
development,  a  new  national  Religion 
and  Rural  Life  Council  was  organized 
here  June  25. 

Its  first  chairperson  is  Dr.  Earl  D.  C. 
Brewer,  a  United  Methodist  faculty 
member  at  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Atlanta. 

Representatives  of  several  dennmina- 


meeting  which  the  multinational 
companies  may  take  as  guidelines,  but 
those  will  not  amount  to  a  set  of  rules  and 
regulations  that  any  international 
organization  could  set  down  for 
individual  companies  or  governments 
It's  a  question  of  reaching  agreement 
between  various  interests  at  the 
conference.”  He  pointed  out  the  question 
of  infant  formula  is  only  one  of  several 
topics  to  be  discussed  at  the  conference 
Mr.  Hewett  said  regardless  of  any 
consensus  is,  methods  of  handing  infant 
formula  marketing  will  ultimately  rest 


with  individual  companies  and  countries 
in  which  they  operate. 

"Since  the  conference  does  not  have 
the  power  to  enforce  anything  it  says,  it 
would  be  silly  to  promote  it  as  setting 
world  guidelines  for  infant  and  young 
child  feeding."  he  said. 

Observers  and  principals  involved  in 
the  issue  agree  the  conference  is  unlikely 
to  completely  reconcile  the  differences 
between  Nestle  and  its  critics,  and 
predict  the  controversy  will  still  be 
raging  when  the  UM  General  Conference 
meets  in  1980. 


People  in  the  news... 

Going  on  to  perfection? 

“Are  you  going  oh  to  perfection?”  John  Wesley  (played 
by  Bill  Vance)  asks  the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  in  front  of  the 
congregation  of  Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Slidell,  La.  Not  satisfied  with  the  pastor’s  answer.,  he 
charged  them  to  meditate  on  Matt.  5:48,  "and  continue  to 
do  so  until  this  evil  malady  called  ‘self-satisfaction’  is 
purged  forever  from  your  souls.”  Mr.  Vance,  a  UM  from 
Dallas  and  an  airline  pilot,  travels  thousands  of  miles 
.  annually  to  bring  the  image  and  message  of  Methodism’s 
founder  to  modem  offspring. 

Put  life  on  the  line 

Envoy  Matthew  Mazhar,  a  114-year-old  Christian, 
literally  put  his  life  on  the  line  by  allowing  his  picture  to  be 
part  of  the  Here’s  Life  evangelistic  campaign  publicity  in 
Karachi,  Pakistan,  whose  1.7  million  citizens  are 
overwhelmingly  Muslim.  “Many  people  were  scared  for 
me,  but  I  am  willing  to  give  my  life  as  Christ  did  if 
necessary,”  he  says.  The  Salvation  Army  worker  is  now 
■  leading  a  large  number  of  non-Christians  in  a  follow-up 
[  Bible  study. 


John  Wesley  (Bill  Vance)  confronts  Chris  Andrews 


tions  and  religious  institutions  met  dur¬ 
ing  the  annual  conference  of  Rural 
America,  a  national  group  designed  to 
unify  advocacy  efforts  by  rural  people. 
The  council  will  be  an  autonomous  unit 
of  RA. 

Plans  made  to  bring 
church  and  campus  together 

SOUTH  BEND,  Ind.  (TM/UMR)  - 
Plans  to  bring  the  church  and  its  church- 
related  campuses  closer  together  were 
revealed  here  during  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  National  Association  of  Schools 
and  Colleges  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Approximately  75  educators  and 
church  officials  reaffirmed  their 
endorsement  of  a  special  emphasis  on 
higher  education  for  the  next 
quadrennium.  The  session  was  a  part  of 
the  National  Congress  on  Church- 
Related  Colleges  and  Universities  held 
here  last  month  on  the  campus  of  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame  (see 
TM/UMR,  June  29). 

They  also  called  on  the  church  to  adopt 
the  goal  of  one  percent  of  the  net  funds 
raised  in  each  local  church  for  the  annual 
Student  Day  Offering.  The  purpose  of  the 
request  is  to  broaden  the  base  of  fiscal 
support  for  United  Methodist  students  to 
attend  UM  institutions  through  tuition 
assistance. 

UM  education 
activity  praised 

SOUTH  BEND,  Ind.  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodism's  active  role  in  higher 
education  in  the  United  States  was 
praised  here  June  21  by  the  Rev. 
Theodore  M.  Hesburg,  president  of  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame,  in  the  keynote 
address  to  a  historic  National  Congress 
on  Church-Related  Colleges  and 
Universities. 

Father  Hesburg  noted  his  famed 
school’s  “fantastic  charter”  was  written 
more  than  100  years  ago  by  an  Indiana 
Senator  who  was  a  Methodist,  and  cited 
the  denomination’s  role  in  founding 
“such  great  present  day  universities”  as 
Boston.  Duke,  Syracuse,  Emory, 
Southern  Methodist,  Northwestern, 
Denver  and  Southern  California,  as  well 
as  colleges  in  states  across  the  nation.  “I 
am  not  a  crypto-Methodist,”  the  Notre 
Dame  president  told  the  750  persons 
attending  the  first  meeting  of  its  kind 
ever  held  in  the  nation,  “but  I  do  greatly 
admire  their  educational  activity.” 

There  are  134  schools  presently  related 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Agonizing  goodbye  highlights  international  issue 

ARANYAPRATHET,  Thailand  —  A  Cambodian  woman  emotes  extreme  anguish  as 
she  bids  farewell  to  a  friend  before  being  forcibly  sent  back  to  Cambodia  from  a  Thai 
refugee  camp  on  June  14. 

Continuing  streams  of  refugees  are  fleeing  their  Asian  homelands  at  the  rate  of 
50,000  to  60,000  each  month  —  testing  the  inadequate  facilities  of  Malaysia.  Indonesia. 
Philippines,  Singapore  and  Thailand  and  becoming  a  critical  international  problem. 

The  U.S.  has  admitted  about  70  percent  of  the  total  of  300,900  Indochinese  resettled 
in  major  industrial  countries  since  1975  and  the  nation’s  religious  agencies  have 
furnished  assistance  to  75  percent  of  them.  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish  leaders 
have  announced  they  will  do  still  more  —  and  are  prepared  to  resettle  the  doublet! 
quota  of  14.000  monthly  which  President  Jimmy  Carter  has  recommended. 

U.N.  Secretary  General  Kurt  Waldheim  will  preside  at  the  world  conference  on 
refugees  in  Geneva  July  20-21  to  which  representatives  of  some  70  countries  were 
invited.  Vietnamese  Prime  Minister  Pham  Van  Dong  said  his  country  will 
participate,  but  he  reiterated  Hanoi's  insistence  that  the  session  should  be  limited  to 
“humanitarian”  issues. 

A  1978  World  Refugee  Survey  Report  by  the  U.S.  Committee  for  Refugees,  revealed 
that  an  estimated  13.2  million  people  are  victims  of  “war,  intolerance  and  social 
unrest.”  Predictions  from  U.S.  relief  officials  say  that  the  task  is  far  from  over, 
estimating  that  the  Indochinese  resettlement  effort  will  continue  for  years  — 
surpassing  even  the  Cuban  program  where  660,000  refugees  were  assisted. 

United  Methodist  congregations  desiring  to  sponsor  a  refugee  family  may  telephone 
Lilia  Fernandez  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  in  New  York  City  at  212- 
678-6283.  RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 

More  women  in 
1980  delegations 

EVANSTON,  III.  (UMC)  —  Almost  ?5 
percent  of  United  Methodism’s  1980 
General  Conference  will  be  comprised  of 
women,  and  right  at  12  percent  of  the 
total  of  1,000  voting  members  will  be 
ethnic  minority  persons,  both  record 
highs  for  such  an  assembly. 

Based  on  a  survey  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  of  unofficial  reports 
from  73  annual  and  missionary 
conferences  in  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico, 
approximately  230  of  the  delegates  will 
be  women.  Of  the  230,  clergywomen 
number  21.  an  increase  of  11  from  the 
1976  General  Conference. 

Still  to  be  received  are  complete 
reports  from  33  annual  conferences 
outside  the  U.S.  Of  the  delegates  elected 
by  these  units  four  years  ago,  only  a  few 
were  women. 

The  approximately  115  ethnic  minority 
persons  is  an  increase  of  about  10  percent 
from  1976.  Of  the  total,  some  92  are  black, 
a  dozen  are  Asian  Americans,  eight  are 
Hispanic  and  three  are  American  Indian. 

All  the  delegates  were  elected  in 
annual  conference  sessions  which  were 
concluded  in  late  June. 

Of  the  912  chosen  in  the  U.S.  and 
Puerto  Rico,  55  percent  did  not  serve  as 
delegates  to  the  1976  General 
Conference,  although  some  had  been 
delegates  in  previous  years. 

Approximately  53.5  percent  of  the  clergy 
were  not  delegates  in  the  1976  sessions  in 
Portland,  Ore.,  although  a  number 
named  as  delegates  this  year  were 
alternates  then,  and  56  percent  of  the  lay 
persons  were  not  delegates  in  1976. 

Both  figures  are  close  to  normal  for 
such  meetings.  The  increase  in  ordained 
women  is  the  most  notable  change.  The 
ten  clergywomen  in  the  1976  General 
Conference  was  a  first,  and  that  number 
now  is  more  than  doubled  for  1980. 

Attending  their  first  General 
Conference  as  full  voting  delegates  will 
be  one  lay  and  one  clergy  each  from 
Alaska  Missionary,  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  and  Red  Bird  Missionary 
conferences.  Constitutional  amendments 
ratified  since  1976  have  given  them  their 
votes. 


PRICE  REDUCTION! 

Bell  &  Howell  16mm  Projector 

Model  1580C  —  Slot  Load 
List  $1,019.00  CRS  Price  $814.50 

NEW  CRS  PRICE  $795.00 

United  Methodist  Communications  Council  214 -744  0345 


P  O  Box  990 
Dallas,  Tx.  75221 


Classified 

ALBUQUERQUE'S  FIRST  United  Methodist  Church 
(1.600  members)  seeks  enthusiastic,  creative  person 
to  stimulate  and  expand  Christian  Education  and 
organize  programs  designed  to  enrich  life  and 
management  skills  If  interested  contact  Rev. 
Leonard  Gillingham  for  job  description  PO  Box 
1638,  Albuquerque.  New  Mexico  87103  '505)  243  5646 

RETIRED0  Unique  Village  -  live  independently, 
inexpensively,  ranch  house.  Life  lease  $7,500  or  $75 
month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees.  Apartments,  too  National  Church  Residences, 
Waverlv,  Ohio.  45690 

SEPTEMBER  18  18-DAY  MIDDLE  EAST  including 
Baghdad.  Damascus,  Jordan,  Israel,  and  Athens 
October  1-8  12th  Pentecostal  World  Conference. 
November  19  11-Dav  Damascus/Jordan/Israel  with 
Athens  11-Day  Hoiy  Land  and  8-Day  Holy  Land 
various  departures  Contact  World  Wide  Christian 
Tours.  P.0  Box  506,  Elizabethtown.  Ky  42701.  <502) 
769-5900 

TWO  GREAT  TOURS!  Oct  16-31,  our  fifth  Holy- 
Lands  tour  including:  a  5-dav  cruise  following  the 
journeys  of  St.  Paul  in  the  Mediterranean  area  and 
visits  to  Israel.  Egypt  and  Greece  June  12-27,  I960 
including  Southern  Europe  and  passion  play  at 
Oberammergau  Travel  with  Dr  ahd  Mrs  Forrest 
Robinson.  Travel  Tours  Unlimited,  Box  8187, 
Wichita.  Kans  67208,  '316  )  698-2835 

ATTEND  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY 
Summer  1980.  16  Days.  Travel  in  Austria. 

Yugoslavia,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary  Lucile  &  Bob 
Sanders,  tour  hosts.  Box  11351,  Ft  Worth.  Tex  76109 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Valley 
View  UMC,  located  in  the  suburbs  of  greater  Kansas 
City,  seeks  a  qualified  director  for  our  2.000  member 
congregation  Multiple  education  staff  Outstanding 
facilities  Established  dynamic  program  Overall 
responsibilities  for  education  ministries  Contact 
Joan  Stultz.  9736  Larson.  Overland  Park,  Kan  or  call 
Linda  Mobley  <91 3)  642-1400 

EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR/ ACTRESS  seeks  full 
time  position  in  church  drama  MFA  in  Religious 
Drama  from  Boston  University  For  references  and 
resume  write  Director.  2927  Biddleford  Dr  ,  San 
Ramon.  Calif  91583 

ADMINISTRATOR  POSITION  opening  January  1. 
1980  for  a  77  unit  non-medical  retirement  home. 
Experience  needed  in  areas  of  business  adminis¬ 
tration.  gerontology,  building  maintenance, 
employee  relations,  public  relations  Send  resume 
including  references  and  salary  range  expected  to 
Montevideo  Methodist  Home,  Montevideo.  Mn  56265 

Tel  1612)2696506 

HOLY  LAND  eight  day  tour  leaving  October  8.  1979 
Write  Pastor  Walter  Wnek.  81  Main  St.,  Coventry, 

R  I  02893 

FUND  RAISING  Church  related  since  1918  Sunrise 
Seminar  Campaign,  copyrighted  plan  Raise  $100,000 
—  one  million  or  more  Save  $50,000  to  $100,000  in 
professional  fees  Call  for  free  information  <913  )  273- 
5378 

HISTORY  OF  MERIDIAN  COLLEGE  1907  1927  in 
Central  Texas  Conference  Lists  of  Trustees, 
Teachers,  Graduates.  Students  230  pages,  pictures, 
index  Cloth  Texian  Press  1979  Price  $13  50  postpaid 
and  including  tax  Order  from  author  Rebecca  D 
Radde.  Route  2,  Meridian.  Tex  76665. 

FREE’!  GUIDE  TO  PIPE  ORGAN  TUNING/ 
REPAIR  with  new  subscription  to  "King's  Letter  " 
Monthly  newsletter  on  everything  concerning  pipe 
organs,  church  music,  organists,  etc  Organist's  pay 
scale,  contract  Buying/Building/Repairing  pipe 
organs  Question  and  answer  department  Send  $15 
for  year's  subscription  to:  King's  Letter.  Box  42TM, 

Za valla.  Tex  75980 

GROUPS  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  great  Passion 
Play  -  America's  No  1  Drama’  Tickets,  lodging, 
recreation  and  meals  $14  per  person  at  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort,  Rt  1,  Eureka  Springs.  Ark 
72632  Phone  <  501 )  253-8418 

ENTIRE  BIBLE  ON  CASSETTE  TAPES  KJ  or  RSV 
in  albums  Alexander  Scourby,  narrator. 
Unconditional  guarantee.  Amazing  low  price. 
Stamped  addressed  envelope  for  free  list  Rev  Carl 
Taylor.  Box  3%.  Poteet.  Tex  78065  ! 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 
with  Dr  Charles  L.  Allen.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  901  Clay  St  .  Houston.  Tex  77002 
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Thelma  Barnes  to  resign  next  June 


Black  caucus  hunts  for  new  exec 
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Biblical  inerrancy  not 
the  issue,  Baptists  say 


Sexuality 
report  is 
deferred 

LONDON  (RNS)  -  The  British 
Methodist  Conference,  the  church’s 
governing  body,  has  deferred  action  for  a 
year  at  least  on  a  report  that  is 
sympathetic  to  homosexuals  and 
recommends  that  personal  relations 
between  Christians,  both  heterosexual 
and  homosexual,  should  be  guided  by 
ideals  rather  than  rules. 

The  conference’s  570  ministerial  and 
lay  members  took  this  action  at  its 
session  here  last  month  by  a  narrow 
majority  after  a  conflicting  debate  on  the 
report,  entitled  “A  Christian 
Understanding  of  Human  Sexuality.” 
This  most  comprehensive  document  on 
human  sexuality  produced  by  British 
Methodists  was  drawn  up  after  three 
years’  work  by  a  working  party 
representing  the  church’s  Division  of 
Social  Responsibility  and  its  Faith  and 
Order  Committee. 

The  report  says  that  Christians, 
because  they  set  a  high  value  on 
relationships  within  marriage,  ought 
also  to  argue  that  stable  permanent 
relationships  can  be  an  appropriate  way 
of  expressing  a  homosexual  orientation. 
“This,”  it  says,  “involves  an  acceptance 
of  homosexual  activities  as  not  being 
intrinsically  wrong.  The  quality  of  any 
homosexual  relationship  is  thus  to  be 
assessed  by  the  same  basic  criteria 
which  have  been  applied  to  heterosexual 
relationships.” 

The  report  further  acknowledged  that 
the  open  acceptance  of  homosexuality 
will  present  problems  at  different  levels 
in  the  life  of  the  church,  but  points  out 
that  it  removes  the  grounds  for  denying 
any  person  membership  of,  or  an  office 
in,  the  church  because  they  have  a  par¬ 
ticular  sexual  orientation. 

Lord  Soper,  one  of  British  Methodism’s 
greatest  preachers,  and  the  Rev.  Rupert 
Davies,  a  former  Conference  president, 
saw  the  report  making  the  right 
approach,  and  the  latter  urged  its 
acceptance,  saying  the  churches  had  a 
poor  record  on  the  subject  of  sex. 

The  Rev.  Donald  English,  who  has  just 
retired  as  president,  however,  threw  his 
weight  against  the  report  by  questioning 
its  treatment  erf  biblical  reference. 
Several  other  speakers  were  also  uneasy 
about  the  report. 

And  in  the  United  States,  faced  with 
division  over  approaches  to  human 
sexuality,  delegates  to  the  General  Synod 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  meeting  in 
Indianapolis  voted  four  more  years  of 
study  of  the  issue  using  resources  from 
various  sides  of  the  debate. 

An  attempt  to  amend  the  resolution, 
6anning  ordination  of  known 
homosexuals  until  the  study  is  complete, 
was  killed.  The  official  policy  of  the 
church  is  to  leave  all  decisions  on 
ordination  to  local  associations. 

Dissenters  claimed  that  the 
preliminary  study  lacked  a  biblical  base 
and  relied  too  much  on  secular  views  and 
practices.  They  opposed  condoning 
homosexuality  and  “all  casual  views  of 
sex.” 


ATLANTA  (UMC)  —  During  a  two-day 
session  here  June  29-30,  United 
Methodism’s  black  caucus  voted  to  seek 
a  successor  to  the  current  staff 
executive,  to  raise  $20,000  to  supplement 
the  caucus’  1979  budget  and  to 
recommend  a  constitutional  change 
which  would  permit  non-blacks  to 
become  members. 

Responding  to  a  request  by  executive 
director  Thelma  Barnes  that  her  replace¬ 
ment  be  named  by  June  1980,  the  board  of 
directors  of  National  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  appointed  a  search 
committee  and  instructed  it  to  find  a  new 
director  by  March  1980. 

Acting  to  avert  a  budget  deficit  this 
year,  the  board  voted  to  appoint  a  task 
force  to  raise  $20,000  by  December  1979. 
The  expected  deficit  is  a  result  of  less 
money  being  available  to  the  caucus 
through  several  funding  sources.  In  one 


instance,  the  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  granted  only  $50,000  of  the 
caucus’  $60,000  request. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  the  board 
overwhelmingly  defeated  an  executive 
committee  recommendation  which 
would  have  deleted  the  word  “black” 
from  membership  requirements  as 
defined  in  the  BMCR  Constitution. 
Another  recommendation  to  create  a 
“voice  without  vote”  membership 
category  for  non-blacks  was 
subsequently  approved  and  referred  to 
the  body’s  constitutional  committee  for 
its  consideration. 

The  board  also  adopted  official 
positions  on  several  national  and  inter¬ 
national  issues.  The  group  went  on 
record: 

•  opposing  the  lifting  of  sanctions  on 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  “until  there  is  a 
clear  majority  rule.” 


•  opposing  capital  punishment  as  an 
“unethical  and  unchristian”  practice. 

•  supporting  women’s  right  to  choose 
in  “human  situations”  where  abortion 
is  a  consideration. 

» supporting  “acceptance  of  all 
persons  as  children  of  God”  in 
situations  related  to  human  sexuality. 

•  supporting  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  and  the  International  Year  of 
the  Child. 

» affirming  the  Supreme  Court’s 
decision  in  the  Weber  vs.  Kaiser 
Aluminum  Case. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (RNS)  -  The 
president  of  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  here  questions  the 
motives  of  a  group  of  ultraconservatives 
that  staged  an  unprecedented  political 
campaign  during  the  annual  session  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Houston  last  month. 

The  campaign  was  based  on  the  issue 
of  biblical  inerrancy  and  focused  on 
charges  of  “liberal  leanings”  in  the 
denomination’s  six  seminaries.  There 
was  talk  of  purging  the  seminaries  of  any 
professors  who  do  not  adhere  to  a  belief 
that  the  Bible  was  written  without  error. 

“I  have  as  high  a  view  of  the  Bible  as 
anyone,”  said  Dr.  Russell  Dilday.  “The 
seminary  faculty  has  the  same  view.  We 
have  no  trouble  teaching  the  Bible  is  the 
infallible  Word  of  God. 

“If  the  issue  were  the  Bible,  South¬ 
western  would  have  been  congratulated 
instead  of  being  swept  up  in  wholesale 
accusations.  I  question  whether  the  Bible 
was  the  real  issue.” 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  most  contro¬ 
versial  session  in  recent  history.  Dr. 
Dilday  wonders  if  the  motives  of  the 
ultraconservative  leaders  could  be 
power  and  control  of  the  convention  and 
promotion  of  local  private  funda¬ 
mentalist  Baptist  schools  at  the  expense 
of  the  convention’s  seminaries. 

“An  attempt  to  take  over  a  corporate 
body  breaks  faith  with  what  our 
convention  has  stood  for,”  said  Dr. 
Dilday.  “Our  convention  has 
disagreements  and  divisiveness,  but  its 
genius  has  been  its  ability  to  pull 
together  in  unity  when  the  air  has 
cleared.” 

But  the  divisions  over  seminaries 
during  this  year’s  meeting  of  the 
convention  ran  deep. 

Charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
training  future  denominational  leaders 
in  the  authority  of  the  scriptures  and  the 
Bible’s  God-given  command  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  world,  seminaries  are 
the  backbone  of  the  church. 

The  convention  supports  and  elects  the 
trustees  of  its  six  seminaries.  However, 
in  the  past  decade  some  churches  and 
pastors  protested  what  they  allege  to  be 
liberalism  in  the  seminaries  by  founding 
and  supporting  local,  autonomous 
Baptist  schools  for  more  fundamentalist 
conservative  studies. 

One  such  school  is  the  Criswell  Center 
for  Biblical  Studies,  established  and 
supported  by  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Dallas.  Dr.  Paige  Patterson,  co-leader  if 
the  controversial  political  coalition  in 
Houston,  is  president  of  the  school  as  well 
as  associate  pastor  of  the  church. 

Another  school  is  Mid-America  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  an  independent 
school  for  ministers  located  adjacent  to 
Bellevue  Baptist  Church  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.  Bellevue’s  pastor  is  Dr.  Adrian 
Rogers,  who  was  elected  convention 
president  as  the  candidate  of  Dr. 


Patterson’s  political  coalition. 

For  some  time,  Baptist  leaders  have 
been  speculating  that  officials  of  the 
private  schools  that  have  emerged  have 
come  to  look  on  them  as  competitive  with 
established  seminaries.  They  have 
anticipated  attempts  to  upgrade  them 
within  the  convention. 

Drs.  Rogers  and  Patterson  have  been 
among  the  most  vocal  critics  of  the 
seminaries.  Shortly  after  his  election  as 
president.  Dr.  Rogers  said,  “Go  down  to 
Dallas  and  see  how  many  Southern 
Baptist  boys  are  enrolled  at  Dallas 
Theological  Seminary  (an  independent 
fundamentalist  school).  Why  don’t  we 
have  a  school  like  that  that  takes  a  stand 
on  biblical  inerrancy?”  He  concluded, 
“All  these  (independent,  fundamentalist) 
institutions  are  a  monument  to  our 
failures." 

Dr.  Duke  McCall,  president  of 
Southern  Baptist  Seminary  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  however,  countered  by  saying  there 
are  just  as  many  Baptists  attending 
seminaries  of  denominations  far  more 
liberal  than  those  in  the  convention. 

“Many  Baptists  go  to  divinity  schools 
at  Harvard,  Duke,  Vanderbilt  and 
Southern  Methodist  University,”  he  said 
in  a  telephone  interview.  “Others  think 
we’re  too  restrictive. 

For  the  most  part,  Southern  Baptists 
are  moderate  conservatives  who  don’t 
cotton  to  any  extremes,  whether  they 
come  from  the  right  or  the  left.  Although 
the  Houston  meeting  drove  some  deep 
wedges  into  Baptist  unity,  observers  say 
it  is  unlikely  it  will  move  the  13-million- 
member  denomination  into  an  extremist 
position  or  cause  a  schism  such  as 
occurred  in  the  Missouri-Synod  Lutheran 
Church. 

Bishop  defends 
right  to  choose 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  A  bishop  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  reacted 
strongly  against  charges  that  those  who 
believe  in  freedom  of  choice  regarding 
abortion  are  “murderers.” 

Bishop  James  Armstrong  of  the  South 
Dakota  Area,  speaking  at  a  ceremony  on 
the  steps  of  the  Federal  Hall  here  June 
29,  said:  “On  the  basis  of  our  firmly  held 
religious  views,  that  is  an  inflammatory 
and  despicable  lie. 

"The  so-called  right  to  life  movement 
says  we  do  not  reverence  human  life,”  he 
said.  “We  may  not  agree  on  when 
personal  life  begins,  when  life  becomes 
fully  human  and  autonomous,  but  we 
here  affirm  the  sacredness  of ,  human 
life.”  He  denied  that, anyone  “in  her  or 
his  right  mind”  is  pro-abortion.  But  he 
insisted  that  in  some  instances  "the 
tragedy  of  abortion  is  preferable  to  other 
deeper  tragedies  where  human  life, 
health  and  hope  are  at  stake.” 


Russian  Baptist  not  a  ‘dissident’ 


Revitalize  Adult  Study  Groups 

This  Fall 


He  wants  freedom  to  preach  Gospel 


MIDDLEBURY,  Vt.  (RNS)  —  His  sad 
eyes  full  of  remorse,  Russian  Baptist 
Pastor  Georgi  Vins  insisted  he  was  not  a 
“dissident”  and  that  he  did  not  want  to 
leave  the  Soviet  Union  for  freedom  in  the 
United  States. 

In  an  interview  here,  Mr.  Vins 
disassociated  himself  from  the  other 
four  Russian  “dissidents”  exchanged 
last  month  for  two  convicted  Soviet  spies. 

He  said  that  he  was  not  really  a  part  of 
the  Russian  human  rights  movement, 
but  rather  that  he  was  campaigning  for 
religious  freedom  and  separation  of 
church  and  state,  not  human  rights. 

He  also  made  a  distinction  between  the 
fight  for  religious  freedom  being 
waged  by  “Reform  Baptists”  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  the  fight  for  the  right  to 
emigrate  by  Russian  Jews. 

“Russian  Baptists  do  not  want  to 
emigrate,"  Mr.  Vins  said.  “We  only 
want  separation  of  church  and  state  as 
guaranteed  in  the  Soviet  Union  consti¬ 
tution,  and  the  freedom  to  preach  the 
gospel.” 

While  the  other  four  Russians 
celebrated  their  first  night  of  freedom  at 
a  champagne  reception,  Mr.  Vins  prayed 
all  night  long,  looking  out  the  window  of 
his  room  at  the  United  Nations  Plaza 
Hotel  in  New  York  City. 

Only  two  days  earlier  he  had  been 
bouncing  across  Siberia  on  a  cattle  truck, 
going  to  what  he  believed  would  be 
another  five  years  of  exile  in  Siberia 
after  finishing  a  five-year  prison 
sentence  for  “harming  the  health  of 
Soviet  citizens”  by  “preaching  religious 
beliefs  and  performing  religious 
ceremonies.” 

It  was  not  until  he  reached  New  York 
City  that  he  learned  he  and  the  four 
dissidents  had  been  exchanged  for  two 
Russian  spies. 

Why  God  led  him  to  U.S. 

Mr.  Vins  said  that  at  first  he  could  not 
understand  why  God  led  him  to  freedom 
in  the  United  States. 

Then  he  realized  that  “the  Lord  has 
sent  me  here  to  establish  relationships 
with  Christians  in  the  United  States  on 
behalf  of  Reform  Baptists  in  Russia.” 

Mr.  Vins  said  that  persecution  of 
Reform  Baptists  who  refuse  to  comply 
with  government  regulations  on  matters 
of  faith  and  church  government  has  not 
been  adequately  communicated  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  he  has  been 


Georgi  Vins 


commissioned  by  Reform  Baptists  to  tell 
their  story  to  Christians  in  the  free  world. 

He  said  the  Reform  Baptist  group  feels 
so  strongly  about  matters  of  faith  that 
they  are  willing  to  go  to  prison  for  what 
they  believe,  rather  than  comply  with 
restrictions  from  the  atheist-controlled 
Soviet  government  they  feel  are 
unscriptural. 

The  Reform  Baptist  group,  known  as 
the  Council  of  Churches  of  Evangelical 
Christians  and  Baptists  (CCECB),  was 
organized  officially  in  1965  after  the 
government-recognized  council  issued 
“letters  of  instructions”  and  "new 
statutes”  in  1960  being  enforced  by  the 
Soviet  government. 

Included  in  the  rules  were  provisions  to 
prohibit  children  from  attending  worship 
services;  to  hold  baptisms  of  persons 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  30  to  a 
minimum;  to  discourage  evangelistic 
preaching;  and  to  require  government 
approval  of  Baptist  pastors  by  the  Soviet 
Ministry  of  Cults. 

Totally  unacceptable 

Mr.  Vins  said  these  new  restrictions 
were  totally  unacceptable  to  Reform 
Baptists,  and  they  were  willing  both  to 
split  away  from  the  council  and  organize 
their  own  denomination,  or  to  go  to 
prison  for  their  faith. 

Most  of  the  Baptists  meet  in  homes 
rather  than  official  church  buildings,  he 
said. 

About  100  to  400  people  crowd  into 
homes  and  stand  up  for  four-hour  wor¬ 


ship  services.  “Often  the  authorities 
won’t  bother  us  for  two  years,”  he  said. 
“Then  they  may  appear  suddenly  and 
bulldoze  the  house.  In  the  summer, 
meetings  may  be  held  in  tents  or  in  the 
forests.” 

The  Reform  Baptist  churches  are 
“highly  evangelistic  and  meet  openly.” 
In  1976,  the  last  year  for  which  statistics 
are  available,  Reform  Baptist  reported 
2,000  baptisms,  Mr.  Vins  said. 

“We  are  not  underground  churches,” 
he  insisted.  “Everyone  knows  where  we 
meet.” 

He  estimated  that  65  percent  of  the 
Reform  Baptist  members  are  young 
people,  compared  with  about  15  percent 
of  the  council’s  churches. 

Several  Reform  Baptist  parents  have 
been  threatened  by  KGB  officials,  who 
warned  their  children  would  be  taken 
away  from  them  and  placed  in  boarding 
schools  if  they  insist  on  taldng  their 
children  to  worship  services  and  Sunday 
school,  Mr.  Vins  said. 

To  fight  for  their  rights  under  the 
Russian  Constitution  which  guarantees 
separation  of  church  and  state.  Reform 
Baptists  have  organized  a  Council  of 
Prisoners’  Families  headed  by  Mr.  Vins’ 
mother,  Lidia.  The  organization  writes 
letters  of  protest  to  government  leaders 
and  informs  the  free  world  of  the  plight  of 
Russian  Baptists  in  prison,  he  said. 

Tortured  for  faith 

During  the  last  10  years,  at  least  10 
Russian  Baptists  have  been  tortured  to 
death  while  in  prison  because  of  their 
faith,  Mr.  Vins  said. 

He  estimated  that  at  least  100  Russian 
Baptists  are  now  in  prison,  and  that  2,000 
have  been  in  prison  during  the  last  10 
years. 

Mr.  Vins  said  he  was  not  personally 
tortured  while  in  prison,  but  he  was  given 
such  hard  labor  hauling  logs  across  the 
Ural  mountains  that  he  feared  he  would 
die  of  a  heart  attack.  He  has  had  a  past 
history  of  heart  disease. 

Mr.  Vins  said  he  is  a  stronger  Christian 
today  because  of  his  experiences  in 
prison,  and  that,  he  now  can  thank  God 
for  those  experiences. 

"When  faith  is  put  on  trial,  it  is  purified 
and  strengthened,”  Mr.  Vins  said. 

Although  he  is  thankful  now  to  be  free 
in  the  United  States,  he  said  he  wishes  he 
could  return  to  the  Soviet  Union  to 
preach  the  gospel. 


Bible  Lives  of  Faith:  Abraham 

Help  your  adult  study  group  learn  to  apply  faith  to  their  own 
lives.  This  new  illustrated  life  of  Abraham  is  the  first  in  a  series 
of  eight  undated  study  resources,  portraying  the  Patriarch  in 
everyday  situations  as  he  overcame  doubt  and  transgression 
to  remain  obedient  to  God’s  will.  Adults  are  encouraged 
through  this  unit  to  discuss  their  lives  and  how  to  live  their  lives 
with  faith.  Additional  titles  will  follow  quarterly,  so  place  your 
order  now. 

9476.  Student  Book  (one  for  each  member)  85( 

9487.  Resource  Book  (at  least  one  per  group)  1.85 


New,  Large-Print  Edition 
Of  Adult  Bible  Studies 

One  of  the  most  popular  United  Methodist  adult 
study  resources  is  now  also  available  in  easy-to- 
read  type,  nearly  1 V2  times  larger  than  the  type 
size  used  in  the  regular  ABS  edition!  Content  and 
illustrations  are  the  same.  Each  of  the  13  lessons  is 
based  on  the  International  Lesson  Series  and 
explores  a  selected  scriptural  passage. 

5217  1.25 


Please  rush  the  following  adult  study  resource  materials. 

Abraham, _ Student  Books  (#9476)  (a  85c  ea. 

_ Resource  Books  (#9487)  (a  1-85  ea. 

Large  Print  A.B.S.  (#5217)  _ _ copies  @  1.25  ea. 
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People’s  Offering 
Set  For  Next  Week 


During  the  past  57  years,  People’s 
Community  Center,  organized  July  4, 
1922,  has  served  as  a  refuge  and  social 
service  center  for  the  Black  Community. 

Included  in  its  program  is  the  Day 
Care  Center  which  provides  health  and 
educational  services  for  more  than  100 
children  every  day.  Free  breakfasts  and 
lunch,  and  afternoon  snacks  are  provided 
all  children.  The  curriculum  consists  of 
reading,  music,  social  studies, 
mathematics,  science,  health  and 
recreation.  Many  activities  and 


A  new  retired  minister’s  home  will  be 
dedicated-in  Belcher  on  Tuesday.  July 
31stat3:00  p.m. 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Fred  Schwendi- 
mann,  the  first  occupants,  will  hold  Open 
House  from  2:00  until  4:00  p.m.  on  that 
day. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will 
preside  over  the  service  of  dedication, 
and  he  will  be  assisted  by  Dr.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson,  district  superintendent; 


KEITHVILLE  -  The  members  of 
Keithville  UMC  are  trying  to  contact  all 
persons  who  have  ever  been  associated 
with  their  church.  They  plan  to  observe 
the  75th  anniversary  of  their  present 
building  in  October,  and  wish  to  send 
individual  invitations.  You  may  contact 
Mrs.  Olive  Hill  —  (318)  925-9924. 

MONROE  —  St.  Marks  has  114  persons 
to  participate  in  their  VCS,  and  the 
average  attendance  was  98.  The  children 
gave  an  offering  to  the  St.  Francis 
Hospital  Neo-Natal  Unit. 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  The  Parker  UMC 
bulletin  carried  a  note  that  Mrs.  Ashley 
Law  was  in  Methodist  Hospital.  Rev. 
Law  is  a  retired  minister  of  the 
conference. 

ALEXANDRIA  —  Speaking  of 
hospitals.  Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain,  supt.  of 
the  Alexandria  District,  is  nearly 
recovered  from  recent  surgery. 

ARCADIA  -  Members  of  First  UMC 
helped  their  minister,  Rev.  Louis 
Coppage,  celebrate  twenty-five  years  of 
service  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  (It 
couldn’t  have  been  that  long,  Louis! ) 


Sandy  and  Lucki  Latimer 
beam  over  their  Mustard 
Seed  Award,  presented  at  the 
Volunteers  in  Christian 
Education  awards  night, 
held  by  First  UMC,  Slidell,  in 
appreciation  of  Church 
School  Teachers  and  youth 
workers.  The  Latimers, 
coordinators  of  the 
Pulpiteers,  the  church’s 
puppet  ministry,  have  helped 
a  thriving  activity  grow  from 
a  tiny  beginning.  Fifteen 
other  awards  were  given, 
ranging  from  the  Solid  Rock 
to  the  Doubting  Thomas 
awards. 


experiences  are  learned  through  play  as 
motor  skills  are  developed. 

Activities  are  selected  on  the  basis  of 
the  child’s  maturity,  designed  to  assure 
future  academic  success.  All  children 
are  exposed  to  the  arts,  crafts,  music, 
science  movies  which  constitute  the 
°ducational  program  of  the  center. 

Sunday,  August  5th,  has  been  set  by  the 
Annual  Conference  as  the  day  to  receive 
the  annual  People’s  Community  Center 
Offering.  Although  major  funding  for 
operation  of  the  institution  comes  from 


governmental  agencies  and  the  United 
Way  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  this 
institution,  which  has  a  rich  history,  and 
which  has  always  been  owned  and 
operated  by  the  UM  Church,  depends 
heavily  upon  conference  giving.  Next 
Sunday’s  offering  will  help  fund 
additional  staff  workers  who  are 
necessary  for  initiating  new  programs  in 
expanded  facilities;  make  possible  more 
adequate  compensation  for  professional 
services  in  the  development  of  youth; 
and  countless  other  things  which  are  not 
covered  in  governmental  grants. 

The  purpose  of  People’s  Community 
Center  is  to  provide  services  for  those 
persons  who  are  searching  for  realistic 
life  by  bringing  together  the  family 
through  Day  Care  Services,  Counseling, 
Recreation,  Senior  Citizen  Ministries, 
Continuing  Education,  etc. 

Reverend  William  R.  London,  Jr.,  is 
the  director  of  People’s  Community 
Center. 

Youth  Backpack 
Chisos  Mts. 

The  Junior  and  Senior  High  Youth  of 
Lakeview  UMC  enjoyed  a  trip  during 
which  they  planned  to  backpack  the 
Chisos  Mountains  and  to  float  the  Rio 
Grande  in  Big  Ben  National  Park.  The 
trip  was  entitled  "The  Odyssey  Trip.” 
The  youth  adopted  this  theme  because 
Webster  defines  "Odyssey”  as  1.  "a  long 
period  of  wandering  or  a  voyage  usually 
marked  by  many  changes  of  fortune,  2. 
an  intellectual  or  spiritual  wandering  or 
quest.”  Tim  Bricker  of  Louisiana 
Outdoor  Ministries  acted  as  guide. 

The  excursion  lasted  ten  days.  The 
worship  program  was  led  by  youth 
director,  Jane  Daugherty  and 
emphasized  three  areas  of  awareness  at 
regularly  scheduled  times:  1-  morning 
exercises  in  personal  reflection,  2-  mid 
afternoon  program  in  environmental 
awareness  and  3-  evening  programs  on 
Christian  community  which  were 
incorporated  into  the  worship  service. 
Each  program  included  group 
participation  and  each  person  agreed  to 
keep  a  journal  of  the  trip. 

Also  leading  the  group  were  Rev. 
Leland  Wade,  pastor  and  youth 
counselor,  Patti  Ernst. 


REMEMBER? 

We  are  still  learning  about  the 
"editing”  business;  and  probably  will  be 
for  some  time  to  come. 

There  are  some  things  you  could  do  to 
help  make  the  learning  process  go  a  little 
faster: 

1  -  LUM  is  published  on  Friday  of  t.  h 
week;  but  there  is  a  "leadtime”  of  about 
14  days  before  it  gets  to  your  mailbox.  In 
fact,  the  paper  you  get  on  Friday  was 
actually  printed  early  on  Tuesday  and 
mailed  that  afternoon.  We  often  get 
letters  on  Wednesday  morning,  with  an 
urgent  request  that  they  be  printed  that 
week,  and  the  paper  is  already  on  the 
way.  We  actually  send  the  material  for 
the  paper  early  the  week  before  so  it  can 
be  composed,  a  proof  copy  sent  back  and 
checked,  and  so  forth.  You  should  allow 
about  2  1/2  weeks  leadtime  for  anything 
you  want  to  be  published.  0  yes,  sending 
the  copy  to  Dallas  will  not  help,  because 
they  only  send  it  to  us,  so  that  lengthens 
the  time,  too. 

2  -  Short  articles  have  a  better  chance 
of  being  put  in  the  paper  than  long  ones. 
Regular  mailing  of  bulletins  helps, 
because  we  can  pick  up  things  from 
them.  We  received  one  article  that  would 
have  taken  up  the  whole  page.  'Hie 
person  who  sent  it  said  it  was  "a  unique” 
event;  but,  of  course,  everyone  thinks 
that  about  what  they  are  doing. 

3  -  Pictures!  We  can  only  use  so  many 
in  one  edition.  They  should  be  clear  and 
in  focus.  Also,  a  picture  can  be  reduced 
by  only  l/3rd  or  enlarged  by  twice  its 
size.  Huge  pictures  often  go  unprinted 
because  they  cannot  be  reduced  enough 
to  fit  the  space  that  we  have. 

Meantime  we  will  be  doing  our  best  on 
this  end.  And  with  Debbie  and  John  and 
the  rest  of  the  TM/UMR  staff  working 
their  fingers  to  the  bone  to  make  us  look 
good,  we  might  even  learn  how! 


The  Jim  &  Mattie  H.  Kavanaugh  Memorial  Home. 


New  Retired  Minister’s 
Home  To  Be  Dedicated 


Around  The  Conference 


Rev.  James  L.  Adams,  Chairman  of  the 
Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board  and 
pastor  of  Nolley  UMC,  Jena;  and  Rev. 
Tom  Crosby,  pastor  of  the  Belcher 
Church. 

This  home  is  the  Jim  and  Mattie  H. 
Kavanaugh  Memorial  Home.  It  was  paid- 
for  by  Frances  and  J.  R.  Kavanaugh,  J. 
Gordon  Kavanaugh,  and  Elsie 
Kavanaugh  Kendall,  in  memory  of  their 
parents. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE  -  President 
Donald  Webb  announced  the  promotions 
of  two  professors  at  the  college.  Dr. 
Vickie  N.  Gottlob,  assistant  professor  of 
French,  has  been  promoted  to  associate 
professor,  and  Dr.  Rosemary  Seidler, 
associate  professor  of  chemistry  has 
been  promoted  to  full  professor.  Dr. 
Joseph  Garner  was  also  named 
chairman  of  the  Education  Department. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Twenty  5th 
Graders  were  presented  acolyte  pins 
during  the  morning  worship  services  at 
1st  UMC.  The  youth  had  a  sacramental 
study  course  which  grew  into  the  acolyte 
program.  Both  the  study  course  and  the 
acolyte  program  have  become  a  regular 
program  of  the  church. 

ALEXANDRIA  —  Central  Louisiana  is 
preparing  for  an  area-wide  evangelistic 
crusade  with  Dr.  Grady  Wilson  of  the 
Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Association. 
According  to  the  report  we  received 
there  are  some  85  churches  and  1500 
persons  involved  from  a  number  of 
denominations.  This  ecumenical 
ministry  has  as  its  goal:  "to  mobilize  the 
Christian  as  ‘the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life’:  to  give  opportunity  for  personal 
commitment,  and  to  refer  inquirers  to  a 
church  for  follow-up  and  nurture." 
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The  offering  you  give,  August  5th,  will  help  People’s  Community  Center  minister  to  little 
children. 


After  all  the  confusion  and  the  chaos, 
the  "nail-biting,”  and  worrying,  and 
endless  meetings  with  endless  streams  of 
people,  and  all  that;  we  are  finally  in 
place  on  Foster  Drive. 

We  have  been  telling  you  to  send 
money  for  the  Conference  Treasurer  to 
Shreveport.  Now  we  need  to  UNTELL 
you!  Things  have  worked  out  so  that  Dr. 
Caraway  is  in  Baton  Rouge,  and  the 
office  is  being  set  up,  straightened  up. 
unconfused  —  all  that  and  a  whole  lot 
more,  if  you  know  Jimmie! 

Now  hold  on  to  your  hats,  because  this 
is  going  to  take  real  concentration  to 
absorb  —  especially  after  getting  you  all 
set  in  another  direction.  We  want  you  to 
send  all  local  church  money  for  the 
Conference  Treasurer  to  P.  O.  Drawer 
3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821.  O.K.,  so 
far?  Here  is  where  it  gets  tougher:  we 
plan  to  keep  part  of  our  operation  in 
Shreveport  until  January  1st.  because  of 


of  logistical  problems  which 
you  really  would  not  want  outlined  here. 
The  Minister’s  Group  Insurance  should 
be  sent  to  Shreveport,  P.  O.  Box  4303. 
That  ought  to  be  simple  enough,  because 
the  minister  sends  that  in  anyway. 
Everything  else  that  goes  to  the 
conference  treasurer  should  come  here 
to  Baton  Rouge.  Got  it? 

About  the  bishop’s  address!  Funny 
thing,  everyone  wants  to  know  the 
bishop’s  address!  Mrs.  Betty  Watson  will 
be  in  New  Orleans  at  the  1915  American 
Bank  address  until  January  1st,  and  the 
office  will  be  operated  from  there.  We 
have  moved  the  bishop’s  office  to  Baton 
Rouge,  and  he  is  living  in  the  apartment 
on  N.  Foster  Drive  ,  but  Betty  will  still  be 
handling  all  of  the  bishop’s  mail, 
appointments,  etc.  from  New  Orleans 
until  after  he  has  completed  his  "Study 
Leave"  the  first  of  the  year. 

We  do  not,  at  this  moment,  have  the 
telephone  number,  although  we  have 
been  overturning  heaven,  earth,  and  the 
other  place,  to  get  it;  but  we  will  publish 
it  in  the  paper  just  as  soon  as  it  is 
available.  Or,  if  you  need  to  get  in  touch 
with  us  before  the  time  span  of  our 
knowing  and  its  being  published,  we  will 
be  listed  under  “Information”  as  "The 
Louisiana  Conference  Offices  —  United 
Methodist  Church.” 


Members  of  Southside  UMC  celebrate  27th  anniversary  in  July. 


Another  Year  For  Southside 


The  Southside  UMC,  Monroe,  cele¬ 
brated  its  27th  Homecoming  last  week. 
The  regular  morning  services  were  held 
with  the  Rev.  Oliver  Scott,  of  Pensa¬ 
cola,  Florida,  as  the  speaker.  Mr.  Scott 
also  preached  from  Sunday  evening 
through  Tuesday,  a  mini-revival. 

Membership  of  the  church  provided 
lunch  for  its  many  friends  and  former 
members.  A  musical  program  was  held 
in  the  afternoon  under  the  direction  of 
Lloyd  Barnett. 

The  Southside  UMC  was  organized  in 
1952,  on  July  13th,  with  126  charter 
members.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  has  been  the 


pastor  since  the  organization;  and  under 
her  leadership,  the  church  has  become 
the  largest  UM  congregation  led  by  a 
woman  minister.  The  church  now  has 
2006  members  with  a  property  value  of 
$1,149,000  and  an  indebtedness  of 
$108,711.  The  church  is  organized  with  all 
the  major  and  minor  committees  and 
groups.  From  the  beginning,  over  60 
persons  have  joined  the  church  on 
profession  of  faith  each  year. 

During  these  27  years,  there  have  been 
14  men  and  women  who  went  into  the 
ministry  from  Southside  They  are  now 
serving  churches  or  attending  school. 


Grant  Announced 
By  Foundation 

The  Shreveport  —  Bossier  Foundation 
announced  today  the  awarding  of  a  grant 
in  the  amount  of  $25,000  to  fund  the 
Minority  Recruitment  program  at 
Centenary  College. 

The  program  will  be  aimed  at  assisting 
the  college  expand  its  minority  student 
population  -and  will  provide  an 
opportunity  for  students  in  the  EXCEL 
program  to  further  their  educations. 

The  program  will  also  provide 
internship  opportunities  for  minority 
students  in  local  business  which  will 
assist  the  students  not  only  with  formal 
education,  but  with  experience  in  the 
business  world  as  well. 

Finally,  the  program  will  initiate  a 
process  whereby  local  business  and 
industry  will  have  an  expanded  market 
from  which  to  recruit  future  employees. 

The  Shreveport-Bossier  Foundation’s 
objective  is  to  provide  a  wise  use  of 
available  funds  for  philanthropic 
purposes  and  to  use  moneys  received  by 
the  foundation  on  an  efficient  basis. 

The  Foundation  allows  persons  to 
make  donations  for  restricted  or 
unrestricted  purposes.  The  funds  are 
then  distributed  by  the  foundation  board 
of  directors  after  consideration  of 
possible  projects. 

Men’s  Day  Program 

There  was  an  observance  of  Men’s  Day 
at  Warren  UMC,  in  Lake  Charles, 
according  to  Irvin  K.  Abraham.  During 
the  eleven  o’clock  worship  hour,  men  of 
the  church  had  charge  of  the  service.  The 
Rev.  Alfred  Stevens,  evangelist,  served 
as  the  guest  speaker. 

Trophies  were  presented  to  members 
of  the  UM  Men’s  Club  who  attend  regular 
meetings  of  the  club  by  Willie  Davis,  Jr., 
president.  There  were  also  plaques  given 
to  the  oldest  father,  the  "father-of-the- 
year,”  and  the  honorary  father. 

The  men  have  claimed  as  their  project 
for  the  year  a  "functional  athletic 
program”  at  the  church  for  men  and 
youth.  They  have  furnished  the  upstairs 
of  the  church  so  that  checkers,  pool,  and 
other  activities  can  be  enjoyed. 

A  committee,  known  as  the  "Sunshine 
Committee”  has  been  organized.  It  visits 
members  of  the  church  to  give  sympathy 
in  time  of  death  and  trouble,  and  to  assist 
in  any  way  it  can. 

The  total  raised  in  the  offering  for  the 
Men’s  Day  program  thus  far  amounts  to 
$971;  $350  of  that  amount  has  been 
designated  to  help  defray  costs  of 
repairing  the  roof  of  the  church. 


Calendar 


Harrington  honored  by  church  members 


For  August 

July  30  -  August  2 
Pastor’s  School 

August  5 

People's  Community  Day  Offering 
August  6-11 

National  Youth  Ministry  Convocation 
August  26 

First  Sunday  in  Kingdomtide 

During  August,  there  will  be  many 
District  Schools  of  Missions  in 
preparation  for  local  church  schools 
later  in  the  year.  Consult  your  district 
calendar  for  these  dates.  Local  churches 
will  be  making  preparations  for 
Promotion  Day  activities  (they  are  held 
at  different  times  in  local  churches). 
Local  UMW  groups  will  be  making 
preparation  for  the  Conference  meeting 
in  September,  to  be  held  at  First  UMC. 
Shreveport.  Some  churches  are  planning 
local  church  workshops  on  "My  Job”  for 
the  COM,  and  others  are  doing  planning 
for  the  rest  of  the  year’s  work. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  F  Harrington, 
shown  at  right,  were  honored  by 
members  of  Grace  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
with  a  special  program  at  the  church. 

At  the  present  time,  Dr.  Harrington  is 
the  Director  of  Promotion  for  the 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 
and  the  pastor  of  Grace  UMC.  Previous 
to  this  appointment.  Dr.  Harrington  was 
the  executive  director  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference,  the  Area 
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The  program  honoring  the  Harringtons 
was  designed  to  pay  tribute  to  all  those 
positions  and  the  leadership  which 
Robert  and  Martinez  have  given  their 
community. 
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President’s  ‘sermon’  to  nation 
could  have  gone  even  farther 


Many  commentators,  politicians  and 
ordinary  citizens  expressed  disdain  for 
the  “sermonic”  tone  of  President 
Carter’s  recent  address  to  the  nation. 
They  were  unimpressed  by  Mr.  Carter’s 
decision  to  dwell  at  length  on  the  “crisis 
in  confidence,’’  spiritual  malaise,  and 
lack  of  unity  in  purpose  which  underlie  so 
many  of  our  nation’s  specific  problems. 

Contrary  to  these  views,  we  applaud 
the  President  for  recognizing  and  stating 
that  our  country’s  ailments  go  much 
deeper  than  energy  shortages  and 
economic  downturns.  If  anything  we 
believe  Mr.  Carter’s  “preaching"  didn’t 
go  far  enough  rather  than  going  “too 
far.” 

We  believe  Mr.  Carter  correctly 
identified  one  of  our  country’s  most  basic 
problems  as  a  “crisis  of  confidence,"  and 
he  correctly  identified  excessive  reliance 
on  government,  corporate  greed. 
Congressional  inaction,  and 
maneuvering  by  special  interest  groups 
as  contributing  to  this  problem.  But 
while  he  alluded  briefly  to  our  national 
worship  of  “self-indulgence  and 
consumption,”  the  President’s 
reaffirmation  of  his  “belief  in  the 
decency  and  the  strength  and  the  wisdom 
of  the  American  people"  made  it  easy  for 
the  average  citizen  to  feel  that  he  is  the 
victim  of  someone  else’s  misdoing  rather 
than  an  important  part  of  the  basic 
problem’s  cause. 

In  truth,  the  problem  Mr.  Carter  was 
identifying  and  describing  is  the  result  of 
individual  and  corporate  sin  —  of  making 
the  accumulation  and  use  of  material 
possessions  the  objects  of  our  worship. 
Greed,  over-consumption  and  placing 
self-interest  above  the  common  good  are 
not  alone  the  sins  of  OPEC,  oil  companies 
and  government  bureaucrats.  Nearly  all 
Americans  participate  regularly  and 
individually  in  the  commission  of  these 
sins. 

We  cannot  continue  as  a  nation  to  live 
as  though  the  earth’s  resources  are 
limitless,  as  though  we  are  entitled  by 
birth  or  by  our  technological  achieve¬ 
ments  to  a  disproportionate  share  of 
those  resources,  and  as  though  our  every 
material  whim  must  receive  instant 
gratification.  We  must  voluntarily 
undergo  changes  in  the  way  we  live  and 
in  what  we  value  most,  or  changes 
eventually  will  be  thrust  upon  us  which 


My  prayer 


By  CARYL  CALSUN 

Each  time  I  kneel  and  talk  to  the  Lord  .  .  . 
That’s  a  prayer. 

Each  time  I  “am  there"  for  someone  who 
is  troubled  .  .  . 

That's  a  prayer. 

Each  time  I  use  my  talents  as  He  would 
have  me  do  .  .  . 

That’s  a  prayer. 

Each  time  I  visit  with  someone  who  is 
lonely,  or  kiss  a  child’s  hurt  away  .  .  . 
That’s  a  prayer. 

Each  time  I  use  my  money,  a  gift  from 
God,  for  the  benefit  of  others  .  .  . 
That’s  a  prayer. 

Each  time  I  join  others  to  accomplish  a 
task  I  could  never  do  alone  .  .  . 

That’s  a  prayer. 

Each  time  I  thank  Him  for  a  beautiful 
day  .  .  . 

That’s  a  prayer. 

Each  time  I  perform  an  act  of  kindness 
for  another  .  .  . 

That’s  a  prayer. 

My  life,  then,  should  be  an  unceasing 
prayer.  But  I  know  there  are  too  many 
.“Amens."  Oh,  Lord,  clear  my  vision  so 
clouded  with  “busy-ness,"  that  I  may  see 
the  beauty  of  Your  world  and  not  be  blind 
to  the  opportunities  to  serve  You  .  .  . 
That’s  my  prayer. 


THf  UNITED 
MITHOCXST 


riaunriia1 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller;  Cecil 
Copeland.  Data  Processing;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Debbie  Christian, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
Kay  Fielder,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Clyde  Chesnutt  and  Bud 
Herron,  Associate  Editors;  Sharon 
Mielke,  Senior  Staff  Writer;  Judy 
Elswick,  Staff  Writer;  Otto  Nall, 
Contributing  Editor;  Production: 
Bill  Sybert,  General  Manager, 
TM/UMR  Productions;  George 
Wilhelm,  Printing  Plant  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  fUSPS954500>  is 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  published  weekly  by  the  Newspaper 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St..  Dallas.  Texas 
75212.  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  The  Texas 
Methodist  newspaper.  The  Reporter  maintains  no 
official  relationship  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  to  any  of  the 
denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies,  but 
does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for  39  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  which  publish 
special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  United  Methodism's 
membership.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  are  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  publisher,  but  represent 
the  opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff. 
Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the 
Reporter  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Phone:  (214  )  630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes. ) 

Individual  subscriptions:  S6.00  per  year  for 
national  edition;  rales  for  Annual  Conference  edi¬ 
tions.  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more  subscriptions  to 
the  national  edition,  available  upon  request 
Second  Class  postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address  changes  to. 
P.O  Box  22107#  Dallas.  Texas 75222 


will  make  long  lines  at  the  gas  station 
seem  trivial  by  comparison. 

President  Carter’s  specific  proposals 
for  solving  our  nation’s  energy  and 
economic  problems  are  obviously 
imperfect,  and  are  properly  the  subject 
of  serious  debate  and  revision.  His 
analysis  of  our  nation's  “crisis  in 
confidence"  and  spiritual  stagnation  are 
just  as  obviously  on  target. 

Energy  problems  and  economic 
problems  which  have  evolved  over  a 
period  of  years  cannot  be  solved 
overnight  by  any  specific  set  of 
proposals.  Neither  can  long-developing 
habits  of  over-consumption  and  selfish¬ 
ness  be  broken  immediately.  A  change  of 
attitude  —  which  was  the  most  basic 
challenge  set  forth  in  Mr.  Carter’s 
"sermon”  —  can  occur  quickly  when  the 
need  for  such  a  change  is  recognized  and 
accepted.  And  this  is  the  point  where 
each  of  us  needs  to  begin :  acknowledging 
and  repenting  for  our  own  participation 
in  causing  the  problem. 

As  Christians,  we  should  not  wait  to  see 
how  others  are  going  to  respond.  We 
should  begin  by  re-evaluating  our  own 
attitudes,  values  and  lifestyles,  and  then 
set  a  good  example  for  others  by  our 
willingness  to  sacrifice  the  gratification 
of  some  of  our  desires  for  the  good  of 
others  and  the  common  good, 

‘Negativism’ 
also  problem 
of  the  church 

In  addition  to  his  call  for  Americans  to 
reassess  their  values  (see  preceding 
editorial).  President  Carter  also  made  a 
point  about  “negativism”  in  his  recent 
speech  —  a  point  which  could  well  apply 
to  the  condition  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

He  said  the  American  “crisis  of 
confidence"  is  hobbling  efforts  to  solve 
the  nation’s  problems  and  suggested  that 
this  “crisis  of  confidence”  is  being  fed  by 
negativism. 

We  readily  could  choose  the  same 
words  to  describe  the  condition  of  much 
of  our  church  today.  After  more  than  a 
decade  of  dwindling  membership  rolls 
and  finances  which  have  barely  kept 
abreast  of  inflation,  a  negative  “we  can’t 
do  it"  syndrome  is  a  temptation  to  which 
many  of  us  often  succumb. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  such 
negativism  to  rear  its  head  in  our 
relationships  with  each  other,  evidenced 
by  some  church  bureaucrats  who  wear  a 
chip  on  their  shoulder  about  how  local 
church  persons  “won’t  support  anything 
controversial”  or  by  the  local  church 
members  who  dismiss  the  work  of  all 
general  church  agencies  offhand  as  “out 
of  touch.” 

While  constructive  criticism  of  what 
we  and  others  do  in  the  church  must 
always  be  both  allowed  and  encouraged, 
general  negativism  is  just  as  real  and 
just  as  dastardly  in  the  church  as  Mr. 
Carter  says  it  is  in  the  nation. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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YOUNG  WRITERS 

My  conversation  with  God 


By  TAMMY  MARIE  SMITH 

If  you  were  given  one  hour  to  talk  to 
whomever  you  wanted,  who  would 
you  talk  to  and  what  would  you  say?  If 
I  had  that  choice,  I  would  consider  the 
qualities  and  characters  of  that 
person.  These  would  consist  of  trust, 
respect,  friendship  and  under¬ 
standing.  Where  should  I  begin  to  find 
such  a  person? 

Should  it  be  a  president  of  our 
nation  at  its  beginning,  George 
Washington?  Abraham  Lincoln?  Or  a 
man  who  founded  our  country, 
developed  the  land,  a  simple  farmer 
or  laborer?  Maybe  I  should  talk  to 
Armstrong,  who  has  explored  secrets 
of  the  moon.  I  would  have  to  choose 
this  special  person  very  carefully,  for 
you  see,  I  have  lots  of  questions.  I’d 
approach  him  confused,  afraid,  alone 
—  and  leave  with  hope  and  assurance. 

In  a  dream  I  was  given  a  chance  to 
spend  one  hour  with  any  person  I 
chose.  I  ended  my  search  and  found 
the  one  I  desired;  facing  God  I  spent 
my  hour. 

The  million  and  one  questions  I 
wanted  to  ask  escaped  my  mind.  As 
the  first  few  seconds  passed  I  felt 
frightened.  What  should  I  do?  What 
right  had  I  to  be  here  with  God?  Then 
I  felt  His  presence.  My  fear  vanished 
and  I  felt  calm  and  secure.  There 
were  many  questions  running  through 
my  mind  —  why  was  evil  created  on 
His  earth?  Why  are  there  tears  and 
loneliness?  There  were  so  many 
things  I  wanted  to  understand,  but  I 
only  had  one  hour.  Then  I  knew  the 
three  questions  I  always  wanted  to 
ask. 

I  asked,  “Why  am  I  here  with  these 
features  and  with  this  personality  and 
what  worth  do  I  have?"  He  answered 
to  me,  “Each  individual  is  needed  and 
every  person  has  value  and  worth.  No 
matter  how  great  or  small,  each  of 
you  serve  a  purpose.  Each  person  has 
a  gift  to  contribute  and  without  that 
gift  mankind’s  joy  is  incomplete.”  I 
then  realized  what  He  said  must  be 


Several  weeks  ago  TM/UMR 
invited  young  writers  throughout  the 
church  to  submit  articles,  poems, 
essays,  photos  and  other  materials  for 
publication  in  our  columns.  The  two 
articles  in  this  column  were 
submitted  after  that  invitation. 
Additional  material  from  young 
writers  will  be  published  in  coming 
weeks. 

This  week's  contributors  are: 
Tammy  Marie  Smith,  17,  of 
Anadarko,  Oklahoma,  and  David 
Bain,  10,  of  Gainesville,  Florida. 


true,  for  many  have  helped  me  and  in 
return  I  have  helped  many. 

Asking  then,  “Whv  is  it  me  that 
troubled  times  have  fallen  upon?”,  He 
replied,  “You  can  complain  about  life 
or  ask  the  question  why,  or  you  can 
open  your  eyes  and  see  the  beauty  and 
the  good  in  your  world  and  use  your 
talents  to  make  it  better."  I  then 
understood  if  we  would  look  more  on 
the  good  side  of  life  we  wouldn’t  see  as 
much  of  the  bad. 

And  then  I  asked,  “Tell  me,  God, 
what  my  future  is  to  be?"  With  dignity 
He  announced,  “Seek  and  you  shall 
find,  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened,  ask 
and  it  shall  be  given.”  Not  expecting 
that  answer,  I  saw  this  answered  my 
question.  I  understood  I  would  receive 
what  I  had  asked  and  worked  for.  My 
hour  was  coming  to  a  close ;  in  my  last 
minutes  I  looked  up  to  Him  and 
proudly  thanked  Him  for  all  the  things 
He  has  done  for  us,  ending  our 
conversation  with,  “God,  I  love  you.” 

I  walked  off  with  a  big  understand¬ 
ing  smile  thinking  of  how  lucky  we  are 
to  be  alive.  With  this  understanding  I 
will  be  unafraid  of  life,  unafraid  of 
death.  I  will  be  happy  and  enjoy  the 
beauty  of  life.  Now  I  won’t  have  to 
solve  the  whole  problem  of  life  at 
once,  for  I  now  have  the  answers  I 
need  through  my  one  hour  with  God. 


‘Rustic  Camp’  was  a  great  time! 


By  DAVID  BAIN 

Chasing  girls  that  puffed  powder  on 
us  was  the  funniest  thing  at  Rustic 
Camp  this  summer.  My  first  year  at 
Rustic  Camp  was  a  good  experience. 
To  be  isolated  from  plumbing  and 
common  electrical  appliances  —  it 
might  come  in  handy  someday  to 
know  rustic  skills. 

|  Rustic  skills  were 
baking  your  own 
1  breakfast,  canoe¬ 
ing,  making  a  name 
plaque  out  of  wood 
that  tells  your 
group  that 
everybody  signs, 
and  woodburning 
with  a  magnifying 
glass.  Getting  the 
David  Bain  focal  point  was  real 
hard  for  most  boys,  but  not  for  me. 


Our  group  names  were  REDD 
BUGG  DEELIGHT  and  CHIGGER 
CHALLENGERS  because  chiggers, 
alias  redbugs,  were  very  bad  there. 
Methodist  church  members  from  all 
over  Florida  go  to  Rustic  Camp,  five 
per  cabin.  We  were  all  the  same  type 
of  person  but  we  were  all  different,  if 
you  know  what  I  mean. 

You  can  cook  an  underground  roast. 
You  build  a  fire  with  good  oak  coals. 
You  have  to  burn  them  all  day  to  keep 
them  hot.  Then  you  shovel  the  coals 
into  a  hole.  Then  you  take  a  dutch 
oven  (an  iron  pot),  put  in  a  chuck 
roast,  burn  wax  paper  around  the 
sides  of  the  dutch  oven  so  sand  won’t 
get  in  when  you  put  it  there  in  the  hole. 
Then  put  dirt  on  top  of  the  oven,  coals 
and  all.  Wait  two  hours  and  dig  it  up 
and  you  have  a  tender  roast. 


Here  I  Stand 


JULY  27,  1979 


Pension  plan  not 
a  good  alternative 


By  JOE  AND  MARTHA  FRAZER 

The  proposal  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  to  the  1980  General  Conference 
is  unwise.  From  where  we  stand,  it 
should  be  reconsidered  by  the  board.  If  it 
is  presented  to  the  General  Conference,  it 
should  be  defeated. 

In  a  nutshell  the  plan  calls  for  each 
church  to  pay  amounts  into  a  national 
treasury  for  its  minister’s  pension.  When 
a  minister  retires,  these  funds  placed 
into  this  account  plus  interest  through 
the  years  would  form  the  basis  for  his 
monthly  pension,  based  upon  the 
actuarial  study  of  the  estimated  years  of 
retirement  before  death. 

At  first  glance  this  plan  seems  to  be  a 
miracle  answer  to  our  pension  problems. 
Conferences  would  no  longer  have  to 
worry  about  collecting  the  pension  fund, 
which  is  the  largest  item  in  our 
conference  budget  reaching  in  some 
conferences  29  per  cent  of  the  entire 
conference  budget.  It  would  also  make 
uniform  the  plan  for  pensions  throughout 
the  denomination.  It  would  erase  the 
sticky  question  as  to  what  ministers  are 
covered  and  the  number  of  service  years 
to  which  each  is  entitled.  Theoretically, 
“all  pensions  would  be  increased  to  about 
48  per  cent  of  the  minister’s 
compensation  before  retirement.”  This 
seems  good  news,  for  in  many  of  the 
conferences  our  present  percentage  is 
approximately  35  per  cent. 

However,  as  we  study  the  plan,  we  see 
these  miracles  are  illusions.  Instead  of 
aiding  the  annual  conference  by  excusing 
it  from  any  responsibility  in  ministerial 
pensions,  it  will  hurt  the  annual 
conference  immeasurably.  Asking  each 
church  to  pay  its  minister’s  pension 
would,  in  effect,  reduce  the  amount  to  be 
paid  by  large  membership  churches  and 
multiply  immensely  the  amount  to  be 
paid  by  the  small  membership  church. 
For  example,  one  church  with  a  budget 
of  $310,000  presently  pays  $13,000  into  the 
pension  program;  another  with  a  budget 
of  $18,000  pays  $300.  Under  the  proposed 
plan,  the  churches  would  pay  something 
like  $4,500  and  $2,500  each.  This  the 
smaller  membership  cannot  do.  If  it 
does,  it  simply  is  not  able  to  pay  the  other 
conference  apportionments.  Thus,  on  the 
bottom  line  not  only  is  this  hurting  the 
churches  but  injuring  the  conference 
apportionment  program. 

Secondly,  the  program  would  “require 
each  church  to  pay  into  its  minister’s 
pension  an  amount  based  on  his  or  her 
‘actual’  compensation."  The  difficulty 
here  is  with  the  word  “require.”  The 
annual  conference  has  no  way  to  force  a 
local  church  to  pay  this  amount.  Our  only 
threat  now  is  that  if  the  church. does  not 
pay  a  proportional  amount  into  the 
pension  program,  the  minister  will  be 
penalized  to  that  extent  when  he  retires. 
Our  annual  conference  journal  states 
that  last  year  $617,000  was  apportioned 
for  pensions  but  over  $97,000  of  this  was 
never  paid.  This  was  not  because  the 
churches  didn’t  want  to  pay  the 
ministers’  pensions,  but  simply  because 
they  didn’t  have  the  money.  Again  it  is 
mostly  the  small  membership  church 
pastors  who  will  suffer  under  the  new 


plan.  This  is  unfair. 

Third,  the  new  plan  endangers  our 
whole  apportionment  system.  It  leads  us 
down  the  road  further  to  a 
congregational  denomination  with 
autonomous  local  churches.  If  a  local 
church  is  forced  to  pay  unilaterally  a 
huge  amount  for  the  Pension  Fund,  it 
may  ask:  “If  it  is  left  for  us  alone  to  pay 
what  we  think  is  appropriate  for  the 
Pension  Fund,  we  will  likewise  leave  it 
up  to  ourselves  to  pay  what  we  feel  is 
appropriate  to  the  Episcopal  Fund,  the 
World  Service  Fund  and  the  Admini¬ 
strative  Funds.”  If  we  dare  play  unjustly 
with  the  local  church,  we  can’t  complain 
about  any  rough  treatment  we  receive  in 
return.  After  all  the  local  church  alone 
votes  the  expenditure  of  its  collections 
and  funds.  This  new  plan  placed  the 
financial  system  of  the  denomination  in 
serious  jeopardy. 

Last,  but  perhaps  most  important,  is 
the  reflection  that  the  new  plan  makes 
the  richer  preachers  richer  and  the 
poorer  preachers  poorer  in  retirement. 
The  further  result  is  that  it  makes  the 
poor  churches  poorer  and  the  rich 
churches  richer  in  terms  of  money  left 
for  them  to  spend  on  themselves.  In  other 
words  this  plan  makes  the  United 
Methodist  Church  go  in  exactly  the 
wrong  direction. 

For  many  of  us  in  the  ordained 
ministry  we  feel  that  we  are  in  a 
covenant  relationship  with  each  other. 
The  1976  “Discipline"  speaks  for  us: 
“Members  in  an  annual  conference  are 
bound  in  special  covenant  with  all  the 
ordained  ministers.  They  live  with  their 
fellow  ministers  in  mutual  trust  and 
concern  and  seek  with  them  the  sancti¬ 
fication  of  the  fellowship.”  John  Wesley 
gave  each  of  his  ministers  the  same 
salary.  Many  of  us,  who  receive  more 
than  the  average  conference  salary, 
would  gladly  and  willingly  reduce  our 
salary  to  a  uniform  amount  for  all 
ministers  based  upon  experience, 
training,  and  other  variables  which  the 
conference  may  vote.  Most  churches  pay 
their  pastor  not  what  they  think  he  is 
worth,  but  they  pay  him  all  they  are  able 
to  pay. 

In  retirement  we  would  like  to  see  that 
all  of  our  ministers  of  every  race  and 
every  annual  conference  are  treated 
equitably  in  the  matter  of  pensions.  No 
minister  should  be  without  needed  items 
of  medical,  food  or  housing  care  during 
the  retirement  years.  It  is  a  disgrace  to 
our  denomination  and  our  faith  to  permit 
such  a  thing  to  happen.  The  present  plan 
not  only  permits  it  but  encourages  it. 
Callously  the  proposed,  plan  shrugs  its 
shoulders  and  answers, -“Sorry,  but  it’s 
no  concern  of  mine.  You  ought  to  have 
made  more  money !  ” 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributors,  Joe  and 
Martha  Frazer,  live  in  Madison, 
Tennessee.  Dr.  Frazer  is  pastor  of 
Neely's  Bend  UMC  in  Madison.  Mrs. 
Frazer  is  intern  pastor  of  Hampshire 
Ridge  UMC  in  Hampshire,  Tennessee. 


Guyana  article  leaves  readers  with  mixed  emotions 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  much  interested  in  Ken  Unger’s 
“Here  I  Stand"  headlined  “Nightmare  in 
Guyana”  in  the  July  6  issue  of  TM/UMR. 
I  found  myself  vacillating  from  “that’s 
exactly  true"  to  “oh,  no,  he’s  missed  the 
boat  there.” 

His  point  about  the  two  girls,  ex- 
members  of  the  Peoples’  Temple,  should 
be  taken  to  heart  by  every  local  UM 
church.  We  are  indeed  lacking  in  both 
love  to  the  individual  and  in  providing 
opportunities  to  minister  to  the  needy. 

However,  I  wonder  if  Mr.  Unger  hasn’t 
himself  done  some  “blind  stereotyping” 
of  the  social  action  group.  He  says, 
“Corporate  responsibility  was  stressed 
to  the  exclusion  of  personal  accounta¬ 
bility.”  This  has  not  been  my  experience. 
Our  family  would  be  classed  as  activists. 
We  did  our  share  of  prodding.  We 
participated  in  demonstrations.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  I  recall  our  weekly 
sacrificial  meal  when  our  children  were 
small.  At  such  times  I  fixed  the  table  all 
pretty,  with  very  little  food.  The  money 
saved  was  sent  to  help  the  people  for 
whom  we  had  been  prodding.  People  of 
different  races  were  guests  in  our  home. 
Our  children  participated  in  work  camps 
where  lasting  friendships  were  formed 
with  various  ethnic  groups.  One  daughter 
was  a  Freedom  Teacher  in  dangerous 
Mississippi  during  the  summer  of  1964. 
Our  family  was  not  unique.  Our  lifestyle 
said  more  than  our  mouths,  to  quote  the 
writer. 

Mr.  Unger  seems  critical  of  incessant 
prodding  of  the  government  to  do  more 
for  the  poor  instead  of  accepting  the 
mandate  as  given  to  the  churches.  What 
churches  have  the  resources  to  pay 
Social  Security,  medical  care,  aid  to 
dependent  children,  aid  to  the  disabled? 
How  can  the  churches  accept  the 
responsibility  for  world  peace,  civil 
rights,  human  rights,  aid  to  developing 
countries  detached  from  political 
commitments,  to  name  only  a  few, 
without  prodding  governments? 

I  would  agree  with  Mr.  Unger  that  we 
as  church  members  should  be  ever  alert 
to  serve  need  —  for  love,  for  physical 
necessities,  for  help  in  learning  our 
language  —  whether  evangelical  or 
social  activist.  However,  I  would  raise 
the  question,  “Shouldn’t  we  do  even  more 
prodding  of  governments  to  bring  more 


equitable  opportunities  for  the  pursuit  of 
happiness?  "  Bessie  L.  Steward 

Vista,  California 

Both  articles  good 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  two  “Here  I  Stand” 
articles  in  your  July  6  issue  by  Ken 
Unger  and  Paul  Rodney  Body.  I  agree 
with  both  of  them.  Mr.  Body  made  the 
statement  that  we  face  the  dilemma  of 
how  we  “will  relate  to  those  of  different 
theological  perspectives  than  the 
accepted  status  quo  doctrine  we  find  in 
the  United  Methodist  Discipline.” 

I  believe  those  whom  Mr.  Unger  calls 
“evangelicals”  and  whom  Mr.  Body  calls 
“charismatics"  come  closer  to  under¬ 
standing  and  fulfilling  “United  Methodist 
doctrine"  than  what  appears  to  be  the 
“prevailing  theological  stance”  of  many 
of  our  pastors.  That  prevailing  stance 
does  not  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Son  of 
God;  it  does  not  recognize  the  authority 
of  Scripture.  I  could  go  on.  All  these 
things,  I  would  maintain,  are  true 
Wesleyan  foundations.  Oh  that  the 
“status  quo"  doctrine  did  prevail  in  our 
churches!  We  would  recover  the  power 
with  which  our  movement  was  born  and 
grew  to  be  a  significant  force  in  the 
world. 

Albert  E.  Jansen 

Huntington  Beach,  California 

Issue  the  same 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  July  6  issue,  among  the  many 
articles  I  enjoyed  reading,  there  are  two 
that  I  would  like  to  comment  on: 
“Nightmare  in  Guyana  offers  lesson  to 
United  Methodists"  by  the  Rev.  Ken 
Unger  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  and  “Charis¬ 
matics  often  shunned  by  church”  by  Paul 
Rodney  Body  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

I  wondered  after  reading  both  articles 
if  it  were  by  chance  or  fate  that  they  both 
touched  on  the  Jonestown  cult  and  our 
young  people  of  today. 

We  should  all  take  the  time  to  pray  that 
our  young  people  the  world  over  seek  and 
find  the  answers  they  are  looking  for  in 
their  own  particular  church  and  not  have 
to  be  exposed  to  and/or  taken  in  by  the 
various  cults  that  exist  in  our  world  of 
today. 

Gertrude  Eckert 

Mountain  Dale,  New  York 
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Different  methods 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  Lovett  Weems  Jr.’s  review 
of  “How  to  Be  Happy  in  the  Non-Electric 
Church"  (TM/UMR,  July  13),  there  are  a 
wide  variety  of  ways  for  the  church  to 
carry  out  the  commission  to  go  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  gospel,  all  of 
which  have  at  one  time  or  another  been 
deplored  by  some  segment  of  the  church. 
Among  these  were  John  Wesley’s  field 
preaching,  the  Sunday  School  movement 
and  women’s  missionary  societies,  to 
name  only  a  few. 

The  television  ministries,  if  they  do 
nothing  else,  at  least  help  to  redeem  the 
electronic  wasteland  of  increasingly  non- 
Christian  —  even  anti-Christian  — 
secular  programming.  Let’s  stop  sniping 
at  one  another  and  get  on  with  the  job. 

Velma  McLelland 
Downsville,  Louisiana 

*TV  church’  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  referring  to  the  article  in  the  July 
13  issue  of  the  Reporter  by  Lovett  Harper 
Weems  Jr.  on  the  “electric  church" 
meets  opposition. 

It  surprised  me  to  read  that  Mr. 
Weems  should  feel  that  speakers  like 
Billy  Graham  and  Oral  Roberts  would 
hurt  him  and  any  other  minister  or  lay 
person.  With  the  condition  that  our  world 
is  in  today,  we  need  men  to  speak  out  for 
the  Lord.  I  think  of  the  millions  of  people 
who  are  able  to  hear  the  word  of  God  over 


the  airwaves  who  may  not  be  able  or  who 
do  not  attend  any  church.  Billy  Graham 
backs  up  all  of  his  statements  with  a 
biblical  reference,  and  I  do  not  feel  that 
he  uses  high  pressure  but  is  very  sincere. 

I  am  all  for  our  local  pastors  in  small 
and  larger  churches.  However,  they  are 
limited  to  the  number  of  people  whom 
they  reach.  God  has  called  them  to  be  His 
disciples  as  well  as  Billy  Graham  and 
others.  The  song,  “You  in  your  small 
corner  and  I  in  mine,”  is  a  good  slogan 
for  each  one  of  us,  and  I  say  Praise  God 
that  each  one  of  us  has  a  comer  and  let  us 
shine  for  Christ  in  it.  We’re  not  judged  by 
how  many  people  we  can  reach  but  only 
that  we  give  of  ourselves  and  let  God  lead 
us. 

Mrs.  William  A.  Nelson 
Willmar,  Minnesota 

Last  minute  decision 

To  the  Editor  : 

The  July  6  issue  included  a  reference  to 
John  Wayne’s  jump  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  just  before  his  death. 

This  reminded  me  of  Pat,  who  was  an 
ardent,  dyed-in-the-wool  Roman 
Catholic.  Of  a  sudden  he  joined  the 
Presbyterians. 


That  drove  his  Reverend  Father  up  the 
wall,  across  the  ceiling  and  down  the 
other  wall.  When  he  could  not  stand  it 
any  longer,  he  called  on  Pat  to  account 
for  such  an  atrocious  and  treacherous 
act. 

Pat  said,  well,  he  had  had  a  physical 
exam,  and  the  doctor  told  him  he  was 
badly  off  and  had  six  months  or  less  to 
live.  Pat  said,  “I  thought  it  was  better  to 
lose  one  of  them  than  one  of  us.” 

William  O.  Thomas 
Sarasota,  Florida 
‘Refreshing’  story 
To  the  Editor: 

How  refreshing  it  was  to  read  the 
article  in  the  July  13  issue  written  by 
Judy  Elswick  about  Anne  Follis,  the 
“United  Methodist  minister’s  wife  who 
works  for  ERA."  I  wish  all  American 
women  could  read  it.  Maybe  it  would 
help  them  understand  more  about  ERA 
and  some  of  the  reasons  it  should  be 
passed  in  all  states. 

The  fact  that  Mrs.  Follis  is  a  home¬ 
maker  fighting  for  ERA  is  even  more 
meaningful.  Many  women  who  are  home¬ 
makers  feel  it  only  benefits  the  working 
women. 

Thank  you,  Anne  Follis,  for  all  your 
endeavors  both  for  ERA  and  a  Christian 
community.  Evelyn  T.  Kimbrough 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


$385.00  Plus  Shipping 
Bell  &  Howell  16mm  Projectors 
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Service  Center  Rebuilt  —  Guaranteed 

United  Methodist  Communications  Council  (214)  714-031 S 


P  O  Box  990 
Dallas,  Tx.  75221 
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King’s  Manor  Methodist  Home 

“Adding  Life  to  Years 
and  Years  to  Life” 

Thanks  to  you  it’s  working,  your 
continued  help  is  needed.  A  non-profil 
retirement  center  of  the  Northwesl 
Texas  Conference.  Give  that  our 
senior  citizens  may  continue  to  live  in 
dignity. 

Mrv  Joyce  Lyons  —  Administrator 
King’s  Manor  Methodist  Home 
P.O.  Box  1999 
Hereford,  Texas  790-15 
Phone:  806-3M-066I 
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WILMINGTON,  Mass  —  The  United  Methodist  Church  here  looks  forward  to  the 
day  in  the  near  future  when  persons  in  wheelchairs  will  be  able  to  ascend  the  main 
steps  into  the  church  on  their  own  with  the  installation  of  a  mechanized  porch  lift. 
Dick  Dickson,  active  18-year-old  member  who  became  a  paraplegic  as  a  result  of  an 
auto  accident,  is  helped  up  the  stairs  by  the  Rev.  Marc  Nagel,  assistant  pastor  (left), 
the  Rev.  Richard  Evans,  senior  pastor,  and  Bill  Dickson,  brother  to  Dick. 

WILMINGTON  UMC  PHOTOS 

Massachusetts  UMC 
welcomes  handicapped 


By  HELEN  KROMER 

WILMINGTON,  Mass.  -  Making  the 
church  the  legal  trustee  and  guardian  of 
two  retarded  children  in  case  of  their 
parents’  death,  and  installing  a  porch  lift 
for  persons  in  wheelchairs  are  only  two 
of  the  features  of  a  comprehensive  “Plan 
of  Accessibility”  for  persons  with  handi¬ 
capping  conditions  developed  by  Wil¬ 
mington  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  congregation  is  the  recent 
recipient  of  one  of  ten  Accessibility 
Grants  awarded  by  the  UM  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Health  and  Welfare 
Division. 

The  $500  grants,  set  aside  from  the 
Daisy  M.  Kendall  Fund,  required  that  the 
accessibility  feature  be  incorporated  in  a 
larger  plan  of  access  involving  program 
as  well  as  equipment,  plus  concerted 
effort  to  make  the  community  aware  that 
handicapped  persons  would  not  only  find 
it  possible  to  reach  the  sanctuary  but 
woulft  be  welcptned  in  worship. 

Wilmington  UMC’s  program  does  just 
that. 

All  persons  participate 

“Our  vision  is  of  a  ministry  in  which  all 
persons,  regardless  of  limitation, 'will  be 
able  to  participate  in  the  total  life  of  the 
church  and  then  will  reach  out  to  other 
handicapped  in  our  area  who  now  feel 
excluded  from  the  body  of  Christ,”  says 
the  Rev.  Richard  L.  Evans,  pastor  of  the 
750  member  church. 

Programs  for  hearing  and  sight- 
impaired  persons,  for  emotionally  and 
mentally  retarded,  for  the  homebound, 
for  those  with  limited  mobility  and  those 
in  wheelchairs  are  all  underway  at 
Wilmington.  Its  grant  will  go  toward  the 
purchase  of  a  $4,000  porch  lift  at  the  front 
entrance  of  the  church  to  give  persons  in 
wheelchairs  and  those  who  have 
difficulty  walking  up  stairs  access  to  the 
full  church  property. 

Wilmington  UMC  was  built  in  1957  at 
the  height  of  the  growing  suburban 
Boston-area  boom,  which  largely  pulled  in 
young  couples  and  families.  Little 
thought  was  given  to  the  elderly  or 
handicapped.  The  building  was  designed 
as  a  tri-level  unit  with  the  sanctuary  and 
offices  six  feet  above  ground,  the  multi¬ 
purpose  space  and  kitchen  three  feet 
below  ground,  and  the  rest  rooms  at 
ground  level  —  all  features  providing 
formidable  architectural  barriers  for  the 
handicapped. 

‘‘As  we  searched  for  the  best  solution 
to  the  problem  of  access,  we  became 
aware  of  the  difficulty  encountered  with 
our  stairs  by  others,”  says  Mr.  Evans. 
‘‘Persons  with  arthritis  and  other 
diseases  or  problems  affecting  their  legs 
are  unable  to  negotiate  the  stairs  with 
ease.  So  we  are  ordering  a  special 
locking  gate  for  the  platform  of  the  porch 
lift  to  make  the  unit  safer  for  someone 
standing  on  it.” 

One  problem  for  a  paraplegic  young 
man  has  been  that  he  travels  to  church 
over  a  mile  and  a  half  in  a  motorized 
wheelchair  which  is  then  too  heavy  to 
carry  up  stairs.  He  must  be  transferred 


to  a  manual  wheelchair  to  reach  the 
sanctuary  (see  above  photo).  The  porch 
lift  will  leave  him  free  to  come  and  go  as 
he  pleases. 

This  kind  of  ‘‘can  do!”  activity  is  very 
much  in  evidence  at  Wilmington.  In  1975 
the  church  installed  sound  amplification 
for  those  with  hearing  impairment.  But 
there  were  others  with  more  severe 
hearing  problems,  and  this  year  a  better 
system  was  devised. 

Wilmington’s  people  have  gone 
further.  When  in  1977  a  16-year-old  deaf 
boy  attended  a  confirmation  class,  the 
needs  of  the  deaf  were  brought  home  to 
church  members.  Four  of  them, 
sponsored  by  the  church,  attended  a  ten- 
week  “signing”  class  in  a  neighboring 
town.  As  they  became  able,  they 
interpreted  to  the  deaf  boy  the  services  of 
worship.  One  of  the  trainees  has  since 
completed  advanced  instruction  and 
served  as  a  counselor  at  a  summer  camp 
for  the  deaf. 

Sight-impaired  persons  haVe  been 
helped  as  large-print  editions  of  the  Bible 
have  been  provided  and  offered  for  sale 
in  the  church  book  display.  Church 
members  recently  have  been  exploring 
the  possibility  of  privately  tutoring  an 
emotionally  disturbed  child  in  the 
congregation  in  Christian  education  —  a 
girl  whose  severely  disruptive  behavior 
keeps  her  isolated  from  others. 

The  contract  for  guardianship  of  the 
two  retarded  children  has  not  yet  been 
fully  developed  but  is  being  worked  out  in 
consultation  with  the  parents’  lawyer 
and  the  church’s  Board  of  Trustees.  The 
thought  is  that  the  congregation  would 
become  surrogate  family  in  case  of  the 
parents’  death,  both  visiting  the  children 
who  are  institutionalized  and  bringing 
them  back  into  the  community  for 
weekend  visits  in  various  members’ 
homes. 

Ms.  Kromer  is  a  staff  writer  for 
Interpretive  Services  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 


WILMINGTON.  Mass.— The  UMC  here 
makes  it  possible  for  the  Rev.  Herbert 
Coonty.  94-year-old  retired  pastor,  to 
hear  every  word  of  the  Sunday  service 
after  years  of  catching  only  portions  of  it 
by  using  the  earpiece  made  from  stereo 
earphones. 


Resolution  boosts  handicapped 

UMs  urged  to  do  ‘better9  with  handicapped  persons  in  church 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  A  sweeping  resolution 
calling  for  United  Methodists  to  do  a 
better  job  of  including  handicapped 
persons  in  the  life  of  the  church  and  to 
become  more  aware  of  both  their  needs 
and  gifts  was  passed  here  July  17  by  the 
denomination’s  Task  Force  on  the 
Church  and  Handicapped  Persons. 

The  resolution  —  which  will  be 
considered  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  at  its  meeting  in  October  and 
eventually  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  of  the  church  next  spring  — 
urges  9.8  million  United  Methodists 
across  the  nation  to  pledge  themselves 
“to  an  inclusive,  compassionate  and 
creative  response  to  the  needs  and  gifts 
of  persons  with  mental,  physical,  and/or 
psychological  handicapping  conditions.” 

Also  approved  by  the  task  force  for  the 
consideration  of  both  the  mission  board 
and  General  Conference  was  a  rewritten 
section  on  the  handicapped  for  inclusion 
in  the  “Social  Principles”  of  the 
denomination. 

The  resolution  —  if  passed  by  General 
Conference  —  will  be  the  first  such 
document  on  handicapped  persons  ever 
issued  by  the  UMC. 'It  calls  for  a  five¬ 
pronged  effort  to  improve  the  situation  of 
handicapped  persons  in  the  church: 

•  Accessibility  —  The  resolution  urges 
renewed  and  increased  commitment  by 
the  church  to  a  “barrier-free”  society, 
especially  within  church  facilities.  It 
asks  that  deadlines  be  set  for  updating 
church  buildings  in  order  to  increase 
“physical  accessibility”  for  the 
handicapped  and  for  general  church 
agencies  to  deny  any  funding  in  areas  of 
the  church  where  minimum  standards 
are  not  met. 

•  Awareness  —  The  UMC  is  called 
upon  to  provide  resources  in  the  church 
school  at  all  levels  for  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  “so  that  each 
individual  has  full  opportunity  for  growth 
and  self-realization  within  the 
community  of  faith  and  the  society  at 
large.” 

•  Affirmative  Action  —  “Active 
recruitment  and  encouragement”  of 
handicapped  persons  for  leadership  roles 
in  the  church  are  stressed  as  a  needed 
part  of  -present  affirmative  action 
policies  of  the  church. 

•  Advocacy  —  Each  annual  conference 
of  the  church  is  urged  to  develop  methods 
of  recruiting  handicapped  persons  to 
sensitize  church  members  to  their 
concerns. 

•  Attitude  —  The  resolution  lists  a 
number  of  pleas  for  changing  attitudes. 
It  “strongly  urges”  that  United 
Methodist-related  colleges,  universities 
and  seminaries  offer  courses  “in  the 
awareness  of  and  appreciation  of  the 
gifts,  needs  and  interests”  of  the 
handicapped.  It  recommends  sensitizing 
and  training  local  pastors  to  better  work 
with  the  handicapped  and  points  out  a 
similar  need  to  sensitize  local  church 
members. 

“Lots  of  good  things  are  happening  in 
the  church  right  now  in  the  area  of 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions,” 
said  the  Rev.  Robert  T.  Standhardt,  an 
executive  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
who  serves  on  the  task  force.  “But  there 
also  are  a  lot  of  things  not  getting  done 
Somehow  I’d  like  to  see  more  people 
confront  themselves  with  the  Gospel 
view  of  handicapped  persons.  A  very 


large  percentage  of  Christ’s  ministry 
was  devoted  to  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  —  and  those 
problems  are  still  with  us  today." 

Task  force  members  also  pointed  out 
that  handicapping  conditions  cut  across 
racial,  sexual  and  social  lines  and  involve 
nearly  every  American  family  at  one 
time  or  another. 

“Nearly  everyone  is  going  to  have  a 
handicapping  condition  at  one  time  or 
another  if  they  live  long  enough,”  said 


Mr.  Standhardt.  “Being  concerned  about 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions 
becomes  a  very  personal  thing  sooner  or 
later.” 

In  the  proposed  rewritten  “Social 
Principles”  statement  the  task  force 
urged  the  church  to  “receive  the  gifts  of 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions  to 
enable  them  to  be  full  participants  in  the 
community  of  faith”  and  to  “be  sensitive 
to  and  to  advocate  for  programs  of 
rehabilitation,  services,  employment, 


appropriate  housing  and  transportation.” 
transportation.” 

The  task  force  was  created  by  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  mission  board  in  1977  to  study  and 
make  recommendations  related  to  the 
church  and  handicapped  persons,  an 
assignment  given  to  the  division  by  the 
1976  General  Conference.  The  task  force 
has  met  and  held  public  hearings  on  the 
subject  in  four  of  the  denomination’s  five 
jurisdictions  during  the  past  two  years. 


Music,  worship,  arts  convocation 


Design  ’ 79  draws  1,000  plus 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

ALBION,  Mich.  —  A  crowd  of  more 
than  1,000  people  experienced  the  death 
of  Christ,  and  faces  here  and  there  were 
streaked  with  tears. 

The  scene  was  not  Golgotha,  but  a 
chapel  on  the  campus  of  Albion  College, 
where  United  Methodist  musicians, 
ministers  and  others  were  participating 
in  a  Lenten  worship  service  which 
combined  drama,  music,  scripture  and 
prayer  in  a  commemoration  of  Christ’s 
death  and  the  events  preceding  it. 

The  service  was  part  of  “Design  ’79,”  a 
convocation  to  explore  worship,  music 
and  the  arts  in  church.  Leaders 
emphasized  that  the  event, held  July  15- 
21,  was  intended  to  educate  and  to 
provide  opportunities  for  sharing  as  well 
as  worship. 

The  biennial  national  convocation,  a 
tradition  begun  by  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodist  Musicians,  also 
marked  the  union  of  the  23-year-old 
organization  and  the  Society  for  Worship, 
formed  four  years  ago  under  the 
auspices  of  the  UM  Board  of 
Discipleship.  The  society,  composed 
primarily  of  ministers  and  worship 
leaders,  co-sponsored  the  recent 
convocations. 


White  House: 


‘ Let 


emsing 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  A  youth 
choir  from  Texas  got  caught  up  in  all 
the  reshuffling  going  on  here  recently 
as  it  received  an  invitation  to  sing  at 
the  White  House,  was  told  it  couldn’t 
sing  religious  songs,  declined  to  go 
and  ended  up  singing  religious  songs 
there  anyway. 

The  49-member  choir  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Carrollton,  a  Dallas  suburb,  had  been 
informed  it  could  sing  on  the  ellipse 
behind  the  White  House  as  a  part  of  an 
11-state  tour.  But  choir  director 
Allison  Snyder  declined  the  invitation 
when  told  the  choir  couldn’t  sing 
religious  songs. 

Rep.  Jim  Collins,  from  Dallas,  got 
on  the  phone  to  the  White  House  and 
cleared  up  the  problem,  according  to 
the  Dallas  Morning  News.  “I  couldn’t 
imagine  President  Carter  stopping  a 
group  from  singing  religious  songs  in 
the  shadow  of  the  White  House,”  he 
said.  “They  gave  them  (the  choir)  a 
nice  tour  of  the  White  House  and  let 
’em  sing.” 


Religious  leaders  respond 
to  the  President’s  call 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)— “The  religious 
community  stands  ready  to  help  shape  (a 
more  just  and  human)  future”  in 
response  to  President  Jimmy  Carter’s 
call  to  action  on  the  energy  and  economic 
crises  facing  the  nation. 

This  was  the  message  delivered  here  at 
a  press  conference  July  16  by  five 
religious  leaders  who  issued  a  statement 
signed  by  more  than  40  of  their 
Protestant,  Catholic,  Orthodox  and 
Jewish  colleagues,  including  four  United 
Methodists,  in  response  to  Mr.  Carter’s 
July  15  address  on  nationwide  television. 

“We  pray  and  trust  that  God  will 
inspire  us  all  to  follow  a  more  modest 
way  of  life,  free  from  dependency  on 
luxuries  mistaken  for  necessities.  We 
profess  loyalty  to  a  standard  higher  than 
mere  materialism.  History  has  called  on 
us  to  demonstrate  that  we  mean  what  we 
profess.  It  is  up  to  us  to  lead,  to 
demonstrate  the  reality  of  our  moral 
commitment,”  the  religious  leaders  said 


People  in  the  news.. 


Evangelism  by  accident 

It  isn’t  exactly  “people,”  but  the  “Open  Sunday”  sign  has 
certainly  drawn  the  attention  of  people  as  they  drive  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Hilton,  N.  Y.  “It  all  started  as  a 
fun  thing,”  says  the  Rev.  Douglas  Knopp.  “But  since  we 
erected  it  last  year,  it  has  become  a  strong  evangelistic 
tool.  The  sign  says  to  new  folks  that  we  are  a  church  that  is 
open,  alive  and  active  in  these  days  of  competition.  ” 

Stopped  by  power  of  God 

When  a  bearded  21-year-old  white  man  with  disheveled 
hair  and  shirt  open  to  the  waist  burst  into  the  Bellevue 
Baptist  Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  shouting  at  the  top  of  his 
voice,  Pastor  Adrian  Rogers  threw  up  his  hands  and  the 
man  stopped.  “I  feel  he  was  stopped  by  the  power  of  God,” 
says  Mr.  Rogers,  back  in  the  pulpit  for  the  first  time  last 
month  after  his  election  as  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  He  says  he  tried  to  calm  the  young  man 
with  prayer  as  church  leaders  held  him,  but  he  raged  so 
that  they  had  to  call  the  police. 


The  new  organization  —  the  Fellowship 
of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music 
and  the  Arts  —  deals  with  all  elements  of 
worship,  according  to  Thom  Jones, 
executive  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
group.  He  also  noted  that  the 
membership  of  approximately  2,000 
persons  is  made  up  of  people  with 
varying  levels  of  training.  Highly-trained 
musicians  are  in  the  minority,  Mr.  Jones 
said,  adding  that  the  group  emphasizes 
service  to  small  churches. 

Key  is  ‘fellowship’ 

“The  key  is  in  the  word  ‘fellowship’,” 
he  said.  “The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
not  primarily  high-steeple  churches  with 
trained  musicians.  It  has  numerous 
small  churches,  where  whoever  can 
pump  it  out  gets  the  music  job.  This 
group  was  really  formed  to  help  them 
and  this  convocation  is  continuing 
education  for  them.” 

The  musicians  taking  advantage  of  the 
convocation’s  workshops  included  a 
couple  who  came  to  be  involved  in  just 
that  way.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Lyon,  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Middle- 
burgh,  New  York,  said  they  are  not 
highly  trained  musicians,  and  they 
began  their  church  music  involvement 
by  substituting  when  needed.  They 
recalled  that  Dr.  Lyon,  who  calls  himself 
a  “country  doctor,”  was  at  the  organ  one 
Sunday  years  ago  when  he  was  called  out 
during  a  prayer  to  tend  to  a  patient.  The 
pastor  was  surprised  to  hear  music  for 
the  next  hymn  coming  from  the  piano  on 
the  other  side  of  the  room,  as  Mrs.  Lyon 
picked  up  where  her  husband  had  left  off. 
Because  this  was  not  an  uncommon 
occurrence,  Mrs.  Lyon  took  over  more 
responsibility,  and  has  served  as  music 
director  for  approximately  18  years. 

“These  convocations  are  where  I  get 
my  training  and  find  music,”  she  said 

The  organization’s  ability  to  provide 
for  a  variety  of  needs  in  churches  of 
various  sizes  is  its  great  strength, 
according  to  its  new  president,  David 
Noble,  diaconal  minister  and  director  of 
music  ministries  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  “Those  who  come 
can  get  help  and  instruction  in  any  of  the 
areas  where  they  desire  to  grow,”  he 
said.  Such  help  is  offered  through  classes 
and  demonstrations. 

A  “Hanging  of  the  Greens”  Advent 
ceremony,  for  instance,  was  one  of 
several  worship  services  focusing  on  the 
special  seasons  of  the  church  year  A 
liturgical  dance  preceded  the  procession, 
in  which  choir  members  bore  long  ropes 
of  greenery  and  candles  down  the  aisles 
for  the  hanging  ceremony,  combining 
music  and  other  arts  with  the  spoken 
word.  Convocation  leaders  said  the 
worship  services  were  designed  to 
provide  inspiration,  as  well  as  practical 
ideas,  for  such  services. 


Evening  specials  ranged  from  an 
organ  concert  by  Marilyn  Keiser, 
Asheville,  N.C.,  to  a  camp  meeting 
service,  where  Ellen  Jane  Porter, 
composer  and  teacher  from  Dayton, 
Ohio,  donned  a  bonnet  and  shawl  to  lead 
the  group  in  camp  meeting  songs, 
interspersed  with  the  history  of  such 
meetings. 

A  black  music  concert  led  by  Jester 
Hairston,  internationally-known  com¬ 
poser,  conductor,  arranger  and  performer 
from  Los  Angeles,  brought  the  crowd 
to  its  feet  singing  and  clapping  hands 
and  kept  them  there,  with  the  music 
later  spilling  over  into  a  local  restau¬ 
rant  where  many  participants  gathered 
and  kept  the  songfest  alive. 

The  wide  variety  of  other  convocation 
activities  ranged  from  workshops  in 
“Preaching  as  a  Dramatic  Art”  and  the 
theology  behind  worship -services  to 
advanced  classes  in  music  and  dance. 
Choirs  and  classes  were  also  offered  for 
teenagers  and  children,  including  basic 
music  instruction  where  observers  could 
watch  primary-age  children  stretching 
their  fingers  to  the  ceiling  as  the  music 
got  higher  and  bending  to  the  floor  — 
even  laying  on  it  —  as  it  reached  the 
lowest  notes. 

Clowning  taught 

A  workshop  on  clowning,  an 
increasingly  popular  form  of  ministry, 
was  taught  by  Margie  Brown,  a  recent 
graduate  of  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  who  has  been 
a  clown  for  five  years 

"Invisible  juggling  is  not  as  easy  as  it 
sounds,”  she  advised  her  group.  “For 
one  thing,  if  you  drop  one,  it’s  harder  to 
find,”  she  said  as  a  large  roomful  of 
laughing  people  stood  juggling  invisible 
objects.  Her  purpose  in  the  workshop 
was  to  help  people  “open  up  and  find  the 
clown  in  them.” 

“Clowning  is  a  spiritual  path  for  me," 
said  the  instructor,  who  also  performed 
in  convocation  worship  services.  “I  see 
the  clown  as  an  enabler,  an  inviter  — 
inviting  people  to  put  on  eyes  to  see,  ears 
to  hear  things  in  a  different  way.”  She 
said  that  while  clown  makeup  hides,  it  is 
also  extremely  revealing. 

“Masking  is  unmasking,  sometimes,” 
Mrs.  Brown  said.  “It  gives  people 
permission  to  be  what  they  want.  They 
don’t  have  to  put  on  makeup  again  but 
they’ll  know  that  clown  is  part  of  them, 
and  they  can  see  and  hear  things  in  a 
different  way.” 

Among  participants  in  the  convocation 
was  a  group  of  approximately  20 
representatives  of  black,  Hispanic, 
Asian-American  and  Native  American 
groups,  invited  to  participate  as  well  as 
meet  with  UM  officials  working  on  a 
hymnal  supplement.  The  group  made 
recommendations  for  representative 
ethnic  songs  in  the  supplement. 


Acknowledging  “there  will  be  public 
debate  on  the  specific  proposals  which 
the  President  has  set  forth,"  the 
signatories  insisted  that  “all  Americans 
.  .  .  have  a  duty  in  charity  and  in  jus¬ 
tice  to  join  hands  in  meeting  this  crisis 
squarely”  without  “waiting  for  others 
to  carry  the  load”  or  holding  naive 
expectations  that  “our  problems  will  be 
solved  by  technology  and  money  only.” 

On  the  contrary,  it  poses  a  challenge 
that  could  have  a  profoundly  bracing 
effect  on  the  national  character  ” 

The  statement  signed  by  the  religious 
leaders  included  United  Methodist 
Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  Atlanta, 
who  had  been  invited  to  a  meeting  with 
President  Carter  at  Camp  David  on  July 
10.  Other  UMs  signing  the  statement 
were  Bishop  James  K.  Matthews  of 
Washington,  D  C.,  secretary  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops,  Tracey  K.  Jones  Jr. 
of  New  York,  general  secretary.  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  and  first  vice 
president.  National  Council  of  Churches  , 
and  Martha  Edens  of  New  York,  general 
director,  Church  Women  United. 

Commenting  on  the  religious  leaders’ 
conversation  with  Mr.  Carter  at  Camp 
David,  Bishop  Cannon,  in  a  telephone 
interview  with  United  Methodist 
Communications,  said,  “I  was  impressed 
by  his  eagerness  to  have  the  opinions  of  a 
cross-section  of  the  American  people  and 
that  he  would  place  religion  high  in 
priority.  I  was  struck  by  his  ability  to 
listen  and  amazed  at  his  discernment 
and  ability  to  cross-examine  us.” 

The  bishop  said  he  was  “pleased”  with 
Mr.  Carter’s  address  to  the  nation.  “I  felt 
he  was  concrete,  and  specific.  .  .and  am 
pleased  he  is  coming  up  with  different 
sources  of  energy  than  oil  as  well  as 
plans  that  will  make  us  self-sufficient.” 

Expressing  gratification  that  the 
president  sees  the  current  situation  “as  a 
crisis  of  spirit  as  well  as  a  crisis  in 
resources  and  fragmentation  of  the 
American  people,"  Bishop  Cannon  said, 
“I  hope  this  will  be  a  rallying  point  that 
will  bri..g  us  to  a  sense  of  unity.” 


Class 
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ATTEND  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PlJVY 
Summer  1980  16  days  Visit  Austria,  Czechoslovakia. 
Yugoslavia.  Hungary  Free  brochure  Rev  "George 

HOW  TO  STOP  SMOKING.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed 
Send  only  $2  99  now  Enterprises.  Box  15304. 
Chesapeake.  Virginia  23320 

Warriner.  Box  576.  West  Brookfield.  Mass.  01585 

CURIOtte  AB(!)UT  GOOD  NEWS'*  Find  out  about 

this  UM  evangelical  movement  firsthand  For  free 
sample  copy  of  magazine  and  other  information, 
write  Good  News.  Box  165,  308  East  Main  Street. 
Wilmore.  Ky.  40390 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  growing 
congregation  in  Houston  area  Housing  provided, 
competitive  salary.  Creative  —  experienced  — 

Send  resume:  B  Felker,  401  Present  Street,  Missouri 
City.  Tex.  77459.  (713  )  499-3502 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collections,  accumulations, 
estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  confidential 

ERNEST  FREMONT  TITTLE'S  eight  Beatitude 
sermons  in  paperback  Before  August.  S3  75  plus 

collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  1181. 
Corpus  Christi.  Tex  78403 

Lima.  Ohio  45804 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES  "God  Loves  You" 

WANTED  Semi-retired  or  slightly  handicapped 

man  Learn  printing  and  advertising  business  Need 
help,  due  to  health.  NGB  Co.,  Box  971.  Bellaire,  Tex 

bronze  cross.  $1.50;  poems.  "Cross  in  my  Pocket."  2 
cents.  Plus  postage  Crosses  —  2,  1313  Falls  Church. 
Raleigh.  N.C  27609 

PIPE  ORGAN  FOR  SALE.  12  rank  -  2  manual 
Pilcher  pipe  organ  in  fair  condition  Contact: 
Harrodsburg  United  Methodist  Church.  P  O  Box 
273,  Harrodsburg.  Ky  40330 

ALBUQUERQUE'S  FIRST  United  Methodist  Church 
(1,600  members)  seeks  enthusiastic,  creative  person 
to  stimulate  and  expand  Christian  Education  and 
organize  programs  designed  to  enrich  life  and 
management  skills.  If  interested  contact  Rev 

RETIRED  PERSONS  able  to  drive  and  meet 

"potential  supporters' '  on  Long  Island.  N  Y.  to 
generate  support  for  Ministry  to  Aged  Commission 
and  expenses  Reply  Texas  Methodist.  Box  221076- 
RP.  Dallas!  Tex  7SM? 

Leonard  Gillingham  for  job  description  P  O  Box 
1638,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87103.  (505  )  243-5646. 

EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR/ ACTRESS  seeks  full¬ 
time  position  in  church  drama  MFA  in  Religious 
Drama  from  Boston  University  For  references  and 
resume  write:  Director.  2927  Biddleford  Dr.,  San 
Ramon.  Calif.  94583 

STAFF  MEMBER  SOUGHT  in  field  of  Education  to 
join  two  clergy  —  minister  or  director  Delmar 
United  Methodist  Church.  Delmar,  New  York  c/o 
Leon  Adkins  Jr  12054 

HOLY  LAND  eight  day  tour  leaving  October  8.  1979 
Write  Pastor  Walter  Wnek.  81  Main  St  .  Coventrv 

R.  I  02893 

THE  BEST  OF  SOUTH  AMERICA  Sept  28-Oet  19 
Best  places  to  see  Congenial  travel  companions 
Experienced  host.  "Your  vacation  should  be  fun  " 
Write  immediately:  Rev  Frederick  Marsh.  First 
Church.  1320  Main.  Houston.  Tex  77002  <  713  )  652- 
2999. 

FUND  RAISING  Church  related  since  1948  Sunrise 
Seminar  Campaign,  copyrighted  plan  Raise  $100,000 
—  one  million  or  more  Save  $50,000  to  $100,000  in 
professional  fees.  Call  for  free  information  (913)  273- 
5378. 

SEEKING  ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER  position. 

male;  mature;  well  experienced  in  all  types  services 
and  recitals  Wish  to  develop  Westminster  Choir 
School  type  of  program  affecting  all  ages  Piano  and 
Organ  teaching  Prefer  nearby  College  or  Seminary 
connection  for  class  teaching  in  Church  Music 
History.  Contact:  Organist -Choirmaster  at  P  O  Box 
5512,  Alexandria,  La.  71301. 

GROUPS  RESEkvE  how  for  the  great  Passion 

Play  —  America’s  No.  1  Drama!  Tickets,  lodging, 
recreation  and  meals  $14  per  person  at  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort,  Rt.  1.  Eureka  Springs.  Ark. 
72632  Phone  (501 )  253-8418. 

RETIRED'*  Unique  Village  -  live  independently. 

ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  OF  NURSES  -  Colorado 
Opportunity  for  an  R  N  looking  for  a  change  and  a 
challenge  To  check  this  opportunity  in  a  65-bed  com- 

month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees  Apartments,  too  National  Church  Residences. 
Waverly.  Ohio.  45690 

contact  Administrator.  Pioneers  Nursing  Home, 
Rocky  Ford.  Col  81067  Phone  (303  )  254-3314 

SEPTEMBER  18  18  DAY  MIDDLE  EAST  including 
Baghdad.  Damascus,  Jordan,  Israel,  and  Athens. 

TWELVE.  12  FOOT  PEWS  FOR  SALE.  Made  by  L 

L.  Sams  and  Co.;  are  ten  years  old,  seats 
upholstered  in  gold  material;  Philippine  mahogany 
wood  In  good  condition  $100.00  each  or  all  twelve  to 
one  buyer  for  $900  00.  Contact  Horseshoe  Drive 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O  Box  5512, 
Alexandria.  La  71301:  Telephone  (318)  442-1984 

November  19  11-Day  Damascus/ Jordan/Israel  with 
Athens.  11-Day  Hoiy  Land  and  8-Dav  Holy  Land 
various  departures  Contact:  World  Wide  Christian 
Tours,  P.O.  Box  506,  Elizabethtown.  Ky.  42701.  (502) 
769-5900 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION :  Valley 

PASSION  PLAY  —  Visit  Oberammergau,  Germany 

in  June.  1980,  to  see  the  world  famous  passion  play 
Tour  consists  of  17  days  and  6  major  European  cities 
plus  Oberammergau  located  in  the  beautiful 
Bavarian  Alps  Tour  is  first  class  with  arrange¬ 
ments  handled  by  Hulda  Warren  Travel  Agency 
Only  30  spaces  available  and  commitment  must  be 
made  by  September  1,  1979.  Don't  miss  this  once  in  a 
life-time  opportunity  Call  Now'!  Days  742-5858 
Metro  263-7124.  Nights  and  week-ends  341-2578. 
Tommy  DeGaugh 

City,  seeks  a  qualified  director  for  our  2,000  member 
congregation  Multiple  education  staff  Outstanding 
facilities  Established  dynamic  program  Overall 
responsibilities  for  education  ministries.  Contact 
JoanStultz.  9736  Larson.  Overland  Park,  Kan  or  call 
Linda  Mobley  (913  )  642-1400 

ATTEND  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLA\ 
Summer  1980.  16  Days,  Travel  in  Austria. 

Yugoslavia,  Czechoslovakia.  Hungary  Lucile  &  Bob 
Sanders,  tour  hosts.  Box  11351,  Ft  Worth.  Tex  76109 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Church  school  materials  are  on  the  way 


NASHVILLE  —  Processing  one  of  the  157,899  packages  to  fill  70,890  curriculum 
resource  orders  for  use  this  summer  in  United  Methodist  churches  is  Mildred  Coure, 
who  has  worked  for  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  here  since  1957.  Mrs. 
Coure  is  one  of  72  employees  who  spends  more  than  21,357  hours  each  quarter  filling 
church  school  material  orders.  In  one  year,  officials  say,  more  than  750,000  packages 
will  be  processed  costing  approximately  $450,000  in  postage  by  the  Publishing  House, 
the  official  publisher,  manufacturer  and  distributor  for  the  UMC 

SID  DORRIS-UMPH  PHOTO 

Islam  revival  shocks  West 
but  not  new ,  expert  says 


‘They  come  to  learn 9 

Schools  stretch 
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UMC  said 
to  face 
five  crises 

ALLENTOWN,  Pa  (UMC)  -  Five 
crises  confront  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  according  to  the  official 
secretary  of  the  denomination’s 
upcoming  top  legislative  assembly  —  the 
1 980  General  Conference : 

•Scriptural  Interpretation  —  “The 
crisis  of  Scriptural  interpretation  is 
a  big  issue  in  many  churches,"  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Holt,  dean  of  admissions  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  and  a  former  missionary  in  the 
Philippines,  told  175  furloughed 
missionaries  and  World  Division 
directors  and  staff  at  the  semi-annual 
Missionary  Conference  here  July  10-13. 
"The  Southern  Baptists  just  had  a  shoot¬ 
out  on  that  subject  (at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Houston  last 
month),  and  49  percent  did  not  support 
the  inerrancy  of  Scripture,”  he  reported. 

•Leadership  —  “The  crisis  in  leader¬ 
ship  or  who  runs  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  nothing  new,"  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “Is  a  super-board  telling  other 
boards  what  to  do?"  His  answer:  “You 
can  persuade  and  set  an  example  but 
nobody  makes  anybody  do  anything.” 

•Pluralism  —  He  illustrated  the  “crisis 
of  pluralism"  by  pointing  to  the  various 
caucuses  preparing  for  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

•Inclusiveness  —  The  “crisis  of  in¬ 
clusiveness’ ’  raises  the  question  of 
how  to  demonstrate  the  universality  of 
the  Gospel.  Referring  to  the  increasing 
numbers  of  Asian  Americans  in  the 
U.S.,  he  reported  three  Korean  churches 
in  Dallas,  two  Chinese  groups  and  a  new 
Taiwanese  group  started  recently.  Ways 
must  be  found  to  give  such  groups  recog¬ 
nition,  he  said. 

•Money  —  “The  bottom  line  is  who  is 
going  to  get  the  money,"  he  added.  Noting 
the  big  churches  want  to  decide,  Dr.  Holt 
voiced  his  view  that  the  move  would  not 
get  anywhere.  “The  Advance  is  there”  if 
they  want  to  designate  their  giving,  he 
said. 

“The  General  Conference  is  a 
quadrennial  convulsion,”  Dr.  Holt  said, 
“in  which  trees  are  shattered,  seeds  are 
scattered,  new  ideas  are  born, 
convictions  clash  and  teeth  gnash. 
People  stand  up  and  talk  to  one  another 
toe  to  toe. 

“It’s  a  process  that  is  fruitful,”  he 
c&ntinued.  “In  10  days  we  do  what  the 
Roman  Catholics  took  four  years  to  do  at 
Vatican  II.  Thank  goodness  we  don’t 
have  to  translate  everything  into  Latin !  ” 

He  noted  the  agenda  comes  from  the 
Council  of  Bishop’s  episcopal  address, 
the  new  lay  presentation,  petitions  come 
from  the  annual  conferences  and 
individuals  and  recommendations  from 
the  general  boards  and  agencies.  “If  all 
the  recommendations  were  passed,  60 
percent  of  the  ‘Discipline’  would  be  out 
of  date  by  this  time  next  year,  ”  he  stated. 

Every  item  will  be  discussed  in  one  of 
the  10  committees,  he  reported.  Then 
1,000  United  Methodists  will  talk  over  the 
recommendations.  “There  is  no  rubber 
stamp  on  the  floor  of  General 
Conference,”  he  said.  “I  get  tired  of 
people  saying  it  is  all  cut  and  dried 
because  it  is  not  so.  ’  ’ 

“There  will  be  fire,  singed  eyebrows  — 
and  coattails.  We  will  come  out  a  little  bit 
wounded,  but  it  is  wounded  healers  who 
have  paid  the  price." 

“A  choice  confronts  us  at  General 
Conference:  will  we  withdrawn  in  panic? 

.  .  become  paralyzed  and  cover 
inaction  with  apathy?  ...  or  seize  the 
courage  necessary  to  preserve  a  sense  of 
responsibility  in  the  face  of  radical 
change  and  participate  in  forging  a  new 
society?”  He  concluded:  “We  are  called 
to  do  something  new,  to  leap  into  the 
unknown.” 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  The  church 
in  some  areas  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  is 
growing  and  strong,  despite  some  severe 
setbacks  caused  by  guerrilla 
intimidation,  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa 
told  United  Methodist  colleagues  in  the 
United  States. 

The  bishop,  who  is  also  prime  minister 
of  the  new  government  there,  met  with 
four  UM  bishops  here  on  July  10  and  left 
with  them  a  report  on  the  state  of  the 
church  in  his  country  (see  TM/UMR, 
July  20). 

One  of  his  major  roles,  whether  as 
bishop  or  prime  minister,  said  the 
bishop’s  report  was  to  create  “a  free, 
democratic,  peaceful  society  where  the 
church  can  give  witness  to  her  Lord 
freely  as  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit.”  He 
said  his  prayer  is  that  the  government’s 
objective  of  “creating  peace  once  again 
in  our  land  will  bring  about  a  new 
atmosphere.” 

He  illustrated  the  new  opportunity  to 
build  churches  in  urban  areas  —  “an 
unexpected  byproduct  of  our  economic 
suffering”  and  of  the  guerrilla  warfare  in 
rural  areas  —  in  the  story  of  a 
congregation  in  the  town  of  Sinoia. 

The  bishop  said  the  group  started  only 
five  months  ago  but  has  “raised  $700  for 
church  buildings  and  (they)  are 
knocking  on  the  door  of  headquarters 
asking  for  help."  He  called  raising  $700 
“by  a  group  of  less  than  35  with  an 
average  of  income  of  $18  per  month”  a 
miracle. 

The  report  also  noted  that  the  1978 
harvest  thanksgiving  was  "the  most 
successful  in  our  history.” 

People  in  rural  “protected  villages” 
have  a  relatively  freer  time  than  many 


ALLENTOWN,  Pa.  (UMC)  -  Talk  of  a 
resurgence  or  “militant  revival”  of 
Islam  in  the  news  media  when  the  Shah 
of  Iran  fell  said  more  about  the  U.S.  than 
about  the  Muslim  world,  according  to  Dr. 
Willem  A.  Bijlefeld,  an  authority  on 
Muslim-Christian  relations  who  made 
two  major  presentations  to  the  United 
Methodist  World  Division  Missionary 
Conference  here  June  10  and  11. 

“It  was  a  shock  to  Westerners,  who 
thought  that  God  was  dead,  to  discover 
that  God  is  alive  for  a  whole  society,” 
said  the  director  of  the  Duncan  Black 
MacDonald  Center  at  the  Hartford 
Seminary  Foundation. 

It  was  also  an  error,  according  to  Dr. 
Bijlefeld,  to  say  that  Islam’s  trying  to 
cope  with  the  issues  of  modernity  was  a 
recent  thing.  “It  has  been  happening  for 
the  last  30  to  40  years,”  he  told  175 
furloughed  missionaries  and  staff  and 
directors  of  the  World  Division. 

Noting  that  26  of  the  missionaries 
present  work  in  lands  where  Muslims 
comprise  a  significant  segment  of  the 
population.  Dr.  Bijlefeld  gave  one  lecture 
on  Islam  as  a  living  heritage  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  Muslims  he  knew 
while  a  missionary  in  Nigeria  and  since 
then.  His  second  lecture  was  as  a 
Christian  attempting  to  share  the  gospel 
with  Muslims  today. 

750  million  Muslims 

While  estimates  of  the  Muslim 
community  world-wide  vary,  he  chose 
the  figure  of  750  million.  He  said  this 
represented  an  increase  of  at  least  200- 
300  million  in  the  last  20  years,  due  not  so 
much  to  conversions  as  to  “natural 
growth.”  He  predicted  the  Muslim  and 
Christian  communities  would  each  come 
close  to  20  percent  of  the  world’s 
population  in  the  next  10  years. 

From  the  Muslim’s  point  of  view,  he 


others,  said  the  bishop,  while  thq, 
refugees  who  have  come  to  the  towns  and 
cities  “continue  to  demonstrate  .  .  .  that 
there  is  still  a  living  church  in  this 
country.”  He  called  attendance  at 
church  meetings  “fantastic,"  and  said 
the  young  people  “are  coming  forward  in 
great  numbers  to  join  the  ministry." 

At  the  same  time,  most  of  the  churches 
in  the  tribal  trust  lands  have  been  closed 
because  of  guerrilla  action,  and  the 
church  is  “terribly  crippled"  in  some 
rural  areas  because  many  guerrillas 
“use  their  guns  to  intimidate  the 
people.” 

The  bishop’s  message  told  of  some 
churches  being  demolished  “at 
gunpoint,"  of  a  pastor  choosing  death 
instead  of  burning  his  Bible,  of  the 
“happy  cheerful  songs"  of  Christians 
“fast  being  silenced,"  because  of  a 
“Marxist  oriented  voice  enforced  by  the 
gun."  Such  threats  also  have  meant  that 
“giving  to  the  church  can  be  done  only 
when  the  threat  of  death  is  defied.” 

Retired  bishop  dies 

EAST  JORDAN.  Mich.  (UMC)  - 
Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Thomas  M.  Pryor,  75,  died  July  15  after 
suffering  a  heart  attack  at  his  summer 
home  on  Lake  Charlevoix  near  here. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  of  the  former 
Methodist  Church  in  1964,  he  was 
assigned  to  the  Chicago  Area  and  served 
there  until  his  retirement  in  1972. 
Ordained  in  1928,  he  was  pastor  of 
churches  in  Montrose.  Newberg.  Detroit, 
Royal  Oak  and  Kalamazoo.  Mich.,  before 
his  election  as  bishop. 


said,  Islam  is  not  a  new  religion  and 
Mohammed  is  not  an  innovator.  “The 
prophet  does  not  come  with  a  new 
message  but  a  confirmation  of  what  went 
before  —  the  religion  of  Abraham,  Moses 
and  Jesus  Christ,”  said  Dr.  Bijlefeld. 

“Islam  is  an  act  of  total  commitment 
to  God.  Thus,  according  to  the  Qu’ran 
(Koran),  Abraham  and  Jesus  Christ 
were  Muslims  because  they  gave 
complete  obedience  and  put  complete 
trust  in  God.  After  600  years,  the  Muslim 
believes,  God  sent  Mohammed  to  fulfill 
the  work  begun  by  Jesus.  Thus 
Mohammed  is  seen  as  the  seal,  the 
climax,  the  fulfillment  of  God’s 
promise." 

Islam  seeks  to  absorb  and  integrate  the 
elements  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
into  a  final  revelation,  he  continued.  The 
proper  response  for  the  Muslim  is 
gratitude  for  the  signs  of  God’s  goodness. 
Nature  is  full  of  these  signs. 

Finally,  Islam  is  confident  that 
ultimately  God’s  people  will  be 
successful,  that  God  will  triumph. 
Mosque  and  state 

In  his  second  lecture,  speaking  as  a 
Christian,  Dr.  Bijlefeld  agreed  “there  is 
something  going  on  in  the  world  that  we 
shouldn’t  underestimate.”  He  posed  it  as 
a  question:  Do  mosque  and  state  have  to 
go  together?  In  the  1930s  there  was  a 
dream  of  nationalism,  national 
independence  and  self-determination. 
This  was  followed  by  an  attempt  to  find 
unity  in  the  Arab  world  on  the  basis  of 
culture  and  language,  a  period  known  as 
“Arabism.”  The  new  element  today  is 
the  trend  away  from  nationalism  and 
Arabism  to  a  renewed  emphasis  on 
Islamic  solidarity,  a  communal  attempt 
to  restore  mosque  and  state  ideology. 

The  Camp  David  agreement  between 
Egypt  and  Israel  is  not  solely  a  political 
issue,  he  said.  Most  of  the  Arab  world 
sees  it  as  Egypt  returning  to  that 
dangerous  independent  statehood 
concept.  In  the  Camp  David  agreement 
Egypt  is  going  an  independent  course. 
This  violates  the  Arabs’  renewed 
emphasis  on  Islamic  solidarity. 

Arabs  point  to  the  State  of  Israel  and 
say  it  has  proved  the  viability  of  basing  a 
state  on  a  religious  entity,  and  they  ask 
why  shouldn’t  the  Arabs  do  it?  That  is  the 
issue  today,  he  concluded. 

Dr.  Bijlefeld  granted  that  a  resurgence 
is  occurring  in  some  places.  In  some 
areas  it  is  a  moral  reaction  against  the 
materialism,  secularism  and 
modernization  taking  place  in  the  West 
In  other  areas  it  is  an  expression  of 
anxiety  and  fear  that  the  Muslim 
community  will  lose  its  identity. 

Christianity  differs 

Dr.  Bijlefeld  ended  his  lecture  with  a 
strong  affirmation  of  the  Christian  faith, 
especially  mentioning  points  at  which  it 
differs  from  Islam.  For  example,  in  the 
Muslim  view  God  never  enters  history  — 
that  is  blasphemy  to  the  Muslim.  In  the 
Christian  witness  God  entered  history  on 
the  side  of  Israel  and  makes  himself 
available  through  Jesus  Christ  who  was 
killed  on  the  cross. 

In  the  Christian  view  God  is  becoming, 
he  is  not  static.  God  did  not  stop  on  the 
finality  of  revelation  but  is  moving  on.  He 
moves  as  much  now  as  he  did  with  the 
people  of  Israel.  We  believe  not  in  a  God 
who  is  fixed  and  to  whom  the  movement 
of  surrender  is  a  fixation.  Nor  do  we 
believe  the  truth  is  once  for  all 
formulated,  but  we  believe  in  a  God  who 
is  the  truth  and  the  life  and  who  at  best 
we  can  follow  at  a  distance,  trying  to 
discover  his  path  through  history,  he 
said. 

“Finally  the  Christian  believes  in  a 
God  who  says,  my  power  comes  to  full 
strength  in  weakness.  Sufficient  for  you 
is  my  grace.” 


By  BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

GREENVILLE,  Pa.  —  They  came  to 
have  fellowship,  but  most  of  all,  to  learn. 

That’s  the  overwhelming  consensus 
among  the  300  United  Methodists 
attending  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
conference  School  of  Christian  Mission 
held  at  Tiel  College  here  July  15-19.  A 
mini-school  held  the  preceding  weekend 
attracted  an  additional  190  persons. 

By  the  end  of  the  four  days  of  classes, 
films,  lectures,  discussions  and 
presentations,  the  participants  had  at 
least  grasped  the  foundation  of  the 
human  rights  issue,  the  struggle  in  the 
Middle  East  and  the  spiritual  basis  for 
mission  and  social  involvement  taught  in 
the  parables  of  Jesus  —  the  three  study 
areas  for  this  year.  They  were  ready  to 
share  what  they  had  learned  with  their 
local  church  and  district  groups  by 
teaching  the  people  at  home  what  they 
had  learned,  and  to  “get  involved”  in  the 
mission  and  social  issues  related  to  their 
studies  at  the  school. 

Strongest  adult  education 

The  nation-wide  School  of  Christian 
Mission  program,  hailed  by  some 
students  and  leaders  as  the  strongest 
adult  Christian  education  program  of  the 
denomination,  attracts  more  than  25,000 
annually  to  five  regional  (jurisdictional) 
and  70  annual  conference  schools.  It  is  a 
program  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  is  carried 
out  mainly  by  conference  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women’s  (UMW)  organizations. 

The  two  purposes  for  schools  of 
mission,  as  outlined  by  the  Women’s 
Division,  are:  (1)  To  study  a  Christian’s 
responsibility  for  mission  and  (2)  to  train 
leadership  for  promotion  and 
interpretation  of  the  purpose  and  pro¬ 
gram  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

Schools  start  at  the  jurisdictional  level 
to  train  leaders  for  annual  conference 
schools,  whose  participants  then  in  turn, 
are  to  lead  district  and  local  church 
studies  on  the  same  themes.  The  end  re¬ 
sult  should  be  that  members  of  the  UMW 
in  every  local  church  are  knowledgeable 
about  the  issues  and  program  each  year. 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  school, 
unlike  most  others,  is  a  cooperative  one, 
jointly  sponsored  by  the  UMW  and  four 
annual  conference  boards,  although  the 
UMW  takes  most  of  the  planning 
responsibility.  The  conference  planning 
group  abides  by  the  basic  plan  of  the 
Women’s  Division  but  is  encouraged  to 
supplement  the  program  to  enhance  its 
appeal  and  scope. 

And  what  do  Western  Pennsylvania 
UMs  think  makes  their  school  special? 

•  An  extensive  resource  center  is 
available  with  books,  displays  and  other 
materials  pertinent  to  the  study  themes 
and  to  the  work  of  the  UMW. 

•  A  closed-circuit  video  tape  system  is 


used  to  tape  interviews  with 
participants,  teachers  and  resource 
persons  with  possible  use  for  promotion 
of  future  schools. 

•  The  annual  conference  sends  persons 
each  year  —  “mission  ambassadors”  — 
to  the  area  of  the  world  to  be  studied  at 
the  subsequent  school  of  mission  who 
then  return  to  the  school  to  provide 
valuable  first  hand  insights,  and 
leadership.  These  persons  also  travel  for 
one  year  throughout  the  conference  to 
local  churches  and  districts. 

•  The  school  has  a  varied  faculty, 
including  conference  and  general  church 
experts,  which  this  year  included  the 
wife  of  the  presiding  bishop  of  the 
conference,  Ruth  Nichols,  Dr.  Herman 
Will  of  the  UM  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  Barbara  Blackstone,  one  of 
this  year’s  “mission  ambassadors"  to 
the  Middle  East. 

•  “Options  and  choices”  are  available 
for  participants  ranging  from  arts  and 
crafts,  Israeli  folk  dancing,  to 
discussions  about  the  military  draft  and 
human  sexuality. 

Closing  the  gap  between  the  “spiritual 
and  the  secular"  —  helping  people  to 
understand  the  relationship  between 
their  Christian  commitment  and  the 
concern  for  the  world  —  has  been  a 
priority  for  Mimi  Rogers,  dean  of  the 
school.  “As  the  person  responsible  for 
worship  experiences  for  the  school,  I 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  All  members 
and  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division  have  been  sent  a  letter 
by  the  recently  formed  Coalition  for  the 
Whole  Gospel  expressing  support  for  the 
division  to  reconsider  the  firing  of  an 
avowed  lesbian  earlier  this  year. 

“We  register  our  views  with  you 
because  your  action  in  the  division  has 
raised  a  concern  that  is  felt  outside  your 
boundaries  across  the  whole 
denomination  and,  indeed,  throughout  all 
denominations  today,”  stated  the  letter 
which  was  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
coalition  steering  committee  by  its  staff 
member  Michael  McIntyre. 

The  letter  enumerated  six  major 
responses  expressed  at  a  recent  steering 
committee  meeting  about  the  firing  of 
Joan  Clark,  who  formerly  was  the 
division’s  field  staff  member  in  the 
Dallas,  Texas,  area.  Her  employment 
was  terminated  May  1  after  she  had 
acknowledged  her  sexual  orientation  in  a 
report  on  her  study  leave. 

“We  are  troubled  by  the  implicit 
theology  which  is  emerging  in  the 
discussion  about  Joan’s  dismissal,”  the 
coalition  committee  wrote.  “Between  the 
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minds 

reminded  the  people  that  the  spiritual 
and  secular  can’t  be  separated.  To  love 
God  is  to  love  one’s  neighbor.”  Now,  she 
says,  this  gap  is  closing,  shown  in  the 
willingness  of  the  students  to  learn  new 
concepts  and  to  be-open  to  what  has  been 
said  on  potentially  controversial 
subjects. 

The  majority  of  the  participants  at  the 
four-day  school  were  middle-aged  or 
older  women,  but  the  UMW  is  making  a 
conscious  effort  to  include  more  younger 
women,  more  men  and  especially  clergy. 
One  long  time  attender  of  note  is  a 
handicapped  woman,  who  has  been  at 
every  Western  Pennsylvania  school  of 
mission  since  1954. 

Only  one  frustration 

The  only  frustration  expressed  by 
participants  and  leadership  at  the  school 
is  the  problem  of  getting  local  church 
persons  involved  and  interested  in  the 
studies.  School  of  missioners  go  home 
“all  fired  up”  about  getting  involved  in 
mission  and  social  issues,  locally  or 
nationally,  but  talking  to  some  groups  is 
like  talking  to  “brick  walls,”  said  one 
participant. 

Despite  their  frustrations,  they  say 
they  go  home  ready  to  study  more,  eager 
to  teach  what  they  have  learned,  willing 
to  “get  involved”  in  mission  and  wanting 
to  come  back  to  the  School  of  Christian 
Mission  next  year. 


lines  we  think  we  are  hearing  a  doctrine 
of  creation  which  emphasizes  the  ‘fall’  of 
persons  into  sin”  accompanied  by  a  call 
for  repentance  and  faith.  However,  the 
letter  continued,  the  call  for  repentance 
is  couched  in  terms  of  “redemption  from 
the  conditions  of  our  life  itself  as  though 
race,  class,  sexuality,  intelligence  and 
talents  were  themselves  the  source  of 
sin.” 

Disagreeing  with  such  an 
interpretation,  the  committee  said  it 
believes  that  “the  sinfulness  of  this 
situation  has  much  more  to  do  with  what 
theologian  Dorothee  Soelle  has  named  as 
apathy  and  collaboration  with  structures 
of  injustice  .  .  . 

“In  Joan  Clark’s  case  we  are  more 
concerned  about  the  imprecision  of  the 
theological  analysis  than  we  are  about 
Joan’s  expression  of  her  sexuality,”  the 
letter  stated. 

Other  points  enumerated  include  the 
“influence  of  homophobia  in  both  the 
formation  of  policy  and  the  application  of 
policy  to  Joan  Clark”;  arid  “loss  to  the 
church  ...  of  valuable  talents,”  in  this 
case  Joan  Clark’s  talents;  and  the  lack  of 
inclusion  of  known  homosexuals  in  the 
decision-making  process. 


« 


This  is  Bob  Raines’ 

Honest  to  God.” 


— John  Robinson 


An  absorbing  spiritual  adventure  and 
a  moving  profession  of  faith— a  minister's 
story  of  his  profound  life  crisis  and  the  heal¬ 
ing  journey  back.  An  extraordinarily  honest 
account  of  a  modern  pilgrimage,  with  all 
of  the  pain  as  well  as  the  possibilities 
that  confront  one  who  is  dramatically  up¬ 
rooted  in  mid-life.''— Robert  McAfee  Brown. 

Personally  revealing,  insightful,  psycho¬ 
logically  savvy,  gracefully  written:' 

— Virginia  Ramey  Mollenkott,  Ph  D 

I  recommend  this  book  to  Christians 
in  life  crises,  and  particularly  to  ministers 
seeking  to  be  more  effective  pastors." 
—Morton  T  Kelsey  $6.95 


GOING 

HOME 

A  personal  story  of  self- 
discovery,  a  journey  from 
despair  to  hope 

Robert  A.  Raines 


AGENDA  FOR  THEOLOGY 
Thomas  C.  Oden 

The  book  quoted  in  THE  NATIONAL  REVIEW  and  THE  WALL 
STREET  JOURNAL,  "a  manifesto  to  theologians  that  it  is  time 
for  them  to  come  home  to  the  classical  Christian  understanding 
of  God  within  the  context  of  modern  hopes  and  disillusionments. 
A  remarkable  testimony." — National  Catholic  Register.  An  astrin¬ 
gently  optimistic  and  enlightening  view.” — Publishers  Weekly. 
$795 

FREEDOM  FOR  MINISTRY 
Richard  John  Neuhaus 

Richard  Neuhaus  confronts  the  problems  that  demoralize 
Christian  ministers  today,  and  reaffirms  those  continuing  truths 
that  underlie  authentic  ministry:  'A  vivid  and  appealing  picture 
of  what  Christian  ministry  in  today's  America  can  and  ought 
to  be.  A  clear  call  to  faith,  courage,  and  recovery  of  nerve" 

— Avery  Dulles.  S.J.,  Prolessor  of  Systematic  Theology  Catholic 
University  of  America.  "I  would  make  this  book  required  reading 
for  every  seminary  graduate  Catholic  or  Protestant" — Lewis 
Smedes,  Professor  of  Theology  and  Ethics.  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary  $8.95 
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Outlook  mixed  for  church 
in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia 


Reconsider  firing  ‘gay’ 
member ,  division  urged 


VOLUME  7  NUMBER  34 


Send  P.  O.  Form  3579  to  Box  231076  Dallas.  Tx.  75222 


Beginning  August  1,  1979,  only  Group 
Insurance  Premiums  mailed  by  the 
ministers  and  churches  will  continue  to 
be  mailed  to  P.O.  Box  4303,  Shreveport. 
La.  71104.  Make  these  checks  payable  to: 
Board  of  Pensions.  Sending  these  checks 
to  the  Shreveport  address  will  continue 
through  December  31, 1979. 

All  other  mail  to  the  office  of  the 
CONFERENCE  DIRECTOR  OF 
FINANCIAL  AFFAIRS  should  be 
addressed  to: 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway 

P.O.  Drawer  3057 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  THE 

%/// 

&Mrs.  Maude  Zerangue,  wife  of  Rev. 

£  J.C.  Zerangue,  Sr.,  died  in  Lafayette  $ 
£  General  Hospital,  July  4,  1979.  Her  £ 
funeral  was  held  in  Melville  at  the 
£  United  Methodist  Church.  £ 

Mary’s  Chapel 
Women  hold 
annual  tea 

“Serving  God  in  All  Seasons"  was  the 
theme  of  the  Annual  Tea,  celebrated  by 
the  UMW  of  Mary’s  Chapel.  Mrs.  Laura 
Lewis,  president,  presided  over  the 
program. 

The  women  of  the  church  were  broken 
into  two  sub-groups:  Christian 
Personhood,  Mrs.  Glory  Jefferson; 
Supportive  Community,  Mrs.  Delorse 
Mondy,  Christian  Involvement,  Mrs. 
Lillian  Roberts;  and  Christian  Global 
Concern,  Mrs.  Lola  Peters.  Each  group 
represented  a  season  in  the  liturgical 
calendar:  Pentecost  —  all  the  ladies 
were  dressed  in  red  or  white  and  red; 
Lenten  season,  with  those  representa¬ 
tives  in  purple,  Eastertide,  dressed  in 
white;  and  Kingdomtide,  with  these 
persons  in  green. 

The  group  also  presented  Jeanette 
Smith  with  a  scholarship.  The  UMW  gave 
this  award  for  church  leadership, 
character,  community  leadership  and 
academic  achievement.  Miss  Smith 
plans  to  attend  SLU,  in  Hammond,  in  the 
fall. 

Rev.  Aaron  Thompson  was  the  guest 
speaker.  Mrs.  Ossilean  Moses  and  Mrs. 
Annie  Mae  Robinson  sang  solos;  and 
Mrs.  Marie  Foster  gave  the  invocation. 


The  School  of  Missions,  held  a.  _ - - 

RfWYCSTN'JN/Ci  QHPJ  )•  enrollment  of  212  persons.  Mrs.  Nancy  Carruth,  Bunkie.  was 
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MRS.  VIVIAN  PETERS  was 
recently  crowned  queen  of 
the  Mary’s  Chapel  UMC 
Women  by  Mrs.  Lillian 
Roberts. 


From  the  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs 


Wesley  Foundation 
Award  Presented 


LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE. 
This  includes:  all  conference 
apportionments.  Pension  Crusade  money 
by  churches  as  well  as  pastors  The 
official  conference  remittance  Report 
should  be  used  for  all  money  sent  to  the 
Baton  Rouge  Conference  Office.  To 
insure  proper  credit  for  the  local  church, 
it  is  important  that  you  use  the  right 
“church  number”  (upper  right  of  the 
report).  The  church  number  is  the 
church  computer  number,  found  on  the 
1979  Conference  Computer  Sheet.  It  is  the 
six  digit  number  on  the  upper  right,  just 
below  the  name  of  the  church.  The  first 
two  digits  identify  the  district  in  which 


the  church  is  located;  the  middle  two 
identify  the  charge,  and  the  final  two 
digits,  the  local  church.  It  is  vital  that 
this  number  be  used  on  all  remittances 
sent  theDFA  office. 

We  are  requesting  that  the  pastor  of 
the  charge  submit  the  report  each  month 
for  the  church  or  churches  of  the  charge. 
The  check  from  the  church  and  the  check 
from  the  pastor  should  be  reported  on 
one  form  together  each  month. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  or  need  any 
information,  see  your  District 
Superintendent  or  write  the  Office  of 
Financial  Affairs. 


If  you  have  not  moved  for  a  while,  you  may  have  forgotten 
what  it  is  like.  Jimmie  Caraway  and  Byrl  Moreland 
discovered  things  while  filling  boxes  they  did  not  even  know 
were  there.  Now  they  have  to  figure  out  where  to  put  what 
they  packed.  The  pictures  are  courtesy  of  Dr.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson  who  revealed  new  talents.  Most  people  were  not 
even  aware  he  knew  what  a  camera  was. 
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James  “Jimer”  McCormick,  a  junior 
pre-dental  student  from  Winnsboro,  has 
been  selected  as  the  recipient  of  the 
Carrie  P.  Love  Memorial  Award  at  the 
I  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University.  This  award,  naming  the 
outstanding  student  at  the  W.F.,  was 
established  by  the  family  of  Mrs.  J.C. 
Love,  Sr. 

The  criteria  for  the  nomination  and 
selection  of  the  recipient  is  based  on 
participation  and  leadership  in  the 
programs  and  activities  of  the  W.F., 
areas  of  responsibilities  in  campus 
organizations,  and  academic  standing. 

McCormick  has  served  as  the  noonday 
prayer  co-chairman  for  the  W.F.  Student 
Council,  participates  in  vespers  and 
deputation  teams,  and  helps  with  the 
Tuesday  luncheon  program.  He  recently 
served  as  the  co-chairman  of  the  mid¬ 
winter  retreat  “Weekend  Adventure  of 
Living  Prayer." 

Jimer’s  campus  activities  include 
Sigmu  Nu  social  fraternity,  Lambda 
Sigma  sophomore  honor  society,  Gamma 
Beta  Phi  Honor  Society  and  management 
of  a  Party  Pic  Business  during  the  school 
year. 

Mr.  Jimmy  Love,  grandson  of  Mrs. 
Love,  in  announcing  the  recipient  of  the 
Love  Award  presented  Mr.  McCormick 
with  a  plaque.  His  name  is  also  inscribed 
on  a  permanent  plaque  in  the  large 
lounge  at  the  W.F.  The  recipient  also 
receives  a  cash  award  of  $600  for  the 
academic  year. 


Mr.  Jimmy  Love,  grandson  of  Mr.  J.C.  Love,  Sr.,  (right) 
presents  Mr.  James  McCormick,  Winnsboro,  with  a  plaque 
designating  him  as  the  outstanding  student  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech  University,  Ruston,  for  1979-80. 


Family  VCS 

A  Family  Vacation  Church  School  is  a 
little  different  twist  in  summer 
activities.  St.  Luke  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge 
is  planning  such  an  event  for  next  week. 

There  are  to  be  activities  for  all  ages. 
The  traditional  VCS  program  will  be  held 
for  children.  Youth  will  have  an 
opportunity  for  study  groups,  Christian 
Witness,  and  a  trip  to  Pontchatrain 
beach.  For  adults:  a  study  of  lifestyles, 
speakers  on  bass  fishing,  exercising, 
traveling  in  the  American  west,  antique 
doll  dressing,  and  dish  designing.  Friday 
night,  the  whole  school  will  enjoy  a  full- 
length  movie.  No  one  said,  but  surely 
that  will  be  complete  with  popcorn.  After 
all,  no  group  that  studies  dish  designing 
would  leave  out  the  popcorn ! 

“This  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
Council  on  Ministries,”  said  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Alford.  “It  is  an  attempt  to  develop  a 
family-oriented  ministry  for  St.  Luke’s 
Church.”  Mrs.  Jimmie  Ree  Flynt  is 
chairman  of  the  COM. 

All  activities  are  being  coordinated  by 
Harney  and  Evelyn  Alford.  Rev 
Swindell  Hodges  is  the  pastor. 

N.Y.M.O. 

The  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  will  be  meeting  on  the 
campus  of  Dillard  University  during  the 
week  of  August  6-1 1th.  Youth  delegates 
from  all  over  the  connection  will  be  in 
New  Orleans. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  will  be 
represented  by  two  persons:  Doug 
Robinson  from  Bastrop,  and  Laura 
Echols  from  Shreveport.  Doug  has  been 
the  president  of  the  Conference  Youth 
Team.  Two  persons  have  been  selected 
as  Observers:  Becky  Thomas  and  Tyra 
Bonnette,  both  from  Alexandria.  Twenty- 
nine  youth  from  across  the  conference 
will  serve  as  pages.  We  will  publish  their 
names  next  week. 


Youth  Attend 
Juris.  Mtg. 

Nineteen  youth  and  adults  attended  the 
Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry  Enterprise 
at  Mt.  Sequoyah.  Here  are  some  creative 
reflections  they  wrote  concerning  their 
experience. 

JOY 

The  way  I  feel  is  joy.  The  joy  of  knowing 
that  someone  who  doesn’t  know  you 
cares  for  you.  I  really  am  truly  grateful 
that  love,  fellowship,  and  Christian  come 
under  the  same  title.  Well  time  is  ending. 
The  last  day  is  a  sad  kind  of  joy  that 
overwhelms  you  and  you  begin  to  cry 
Regular  people  that  you’ve  seen  all  the 
time  become  very  special  to  you.  After 
the  joy  of  crying  is  over,  joy  comes  again 
because  you  realize  you’ve  made  a  lot  of 
special  friends. 

Frankie  Franks 

Welsh,  La. 

GOD 

He’s  a  feeling,  a  knowing,  a  being  .  .  . 
you  can’t  describe  it  really. 

God  is  with  us  day  by  day 

He’s  always  there  when  we  need  him  and 

even  when  we  don’t. 

God  protects  our  every  movement. 

And  we  share  our  love  and  thanks  with 
Him. 

Kim  Caldwell 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Today  in  our  small  groups  we  brought  a 
gift  signifying  our  feelings  about  this 
week  and  I  brought  a  pine  cone  — 
actually  two  pine  cones.  To  me,  my  pine 
cones  meant  that  there  are  seeds  inside  a 
pine  cone  to  nourish  a  new  tree.  But  the 
seeds  are  covered  by  an  outer  layer  — 
one  is  prickly  and  that  hurts  other  things 
—  animals  and  people  —  to  protect  the 
seeds  within.  The  other  pine  cone  was 
half  gone.  All  the  prickly  stems  were 
pulled  off,  and  the  seeds  had  been  taken 
out  to  start  the  life  of  a  new  pine  tree. 
That’s  how  I  felt  about  this  week  —  that 
I’ve  nourished  the  growth  of  a  new  pari 
of  me.  and  older  parts  also. 

Susan  Hill 

Denham  Springs  . 


La.  Conf.  Offices 


IJn.  Meth.  Church 


The  telephone  equipment  has  now  been 
installed  in  the  offices  of  the  Conference. 
Perhaps  you  would  like  to  make  a  note  of 
the  number  though  we  intend  to  carry  it 
in  the  paper  each  week  (so  if  you  should 
loose  it,  you  can  find  it  in  the  Louisiana 
Methodist). 

If  you  need  to  call  the  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs,  the  Director  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  or  any  of  their 
staff,  the  number  is  the  same:  <504)927- 
7820.  Calls  to  the  Bishop’s  Office  for 
appointments  and  the  like  should  still  be 
made  to  (504)  525-3791. 

Mail  for  the  Conference  Offices  — 
whether  to  the  Director  of  Financial 
Affairs  or  the  Council  on  Ministries  — 
should  be  sent  to  P.O.  Drawer  3057, 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821.  We  plan  to 
advise  the  Post  Office  in  Shreveport  to 
quit  forwarding  mail  for  the  Council  on 
Ministries.  We  hope  that  local  churches 
will  change  address  labels  so  that  all 
mail  will  now  come  here. 


The  UMW  of  St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Monroe,  sponsored  a  Style 
Show/Luncheon  on  board  the  Twin  City  Queen.  Theme  of  the 
event  was  “Sail  Into  Summer.”  Those  who  attended  were 
treated  to  a  salad  luncheon,  a  style  show,  an  opportunity  to 
view  the  Glenn  Gore  Etchings  with  Dru  Ratcliff,  a 
representative  of  Lloyd’s  of  Louisiana,  to  explain  questions 
about  them,  and  a  2Vi  hour  leisurely  trip  along  the  Ouachita 
River.  Shown  above  are  some  of  the  persons  who  attended.  If 
you  cannot  read  the  words  printed  on  that  column  in  the 
middle  of  the  picture,  it  says,  “Fire  Station!”  The  picture 
Nvas  taken  on  board  the  Twin  City  Queen. 


Around  the  Conference 

BLACKWATER  —  A  large  group  from 
the  Church  went  on  a  Work  Camp  during 
July.  They  went  to  the  Cumberland 
mountains  in  Jasper,  Tennessee.  These 
youth  gave  their  time  to  work  on  the 
homes  of  the  elderly  and  disabled 
persons.  It  is  one  of  many  groups  from 
the  conference  to  give  their  time  to  help 
others. 

ARCADIA  —  The  second  Festival  of 
Praise  was  held  on  July  29th.  Rev.  Ed 
Dilworth,  pastor  at  Gibsland.  spoke  on 
JOY.  Special  music  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  Joe  Windham,  and  Rev.  Jack 
Maxey  led  the  singing.  The  program  was 
an  opportunity  for  fellowship  with  the 
Methodist  churches  in  Athens,  Bienville, 
Gibsland  and  Hurricane  areas. 

SULPHUR  —  a  group  of  youth  from 
North  Ireland  have  been  visiting  in 
homes  of  Catholic  and  Protestant 
families  in  the  Lake  Charles/Sulphur 
area.  They  recently  visited  the  Henning 
UMC  for  the  morning  worship  service 
and  Sunday  lunch  in  the  fellowship  hall. 

CLINTON  —  The  Asbury  UMC  was  the 
setting  of  a  reception  and  program  in 
honor  of  Mrs.  Ola  B.  Fisher  who  retired 
from  the  E.  Feliciana  Parish  School 
system  after  serving  for  46  years.  During 
that  time  she  served  as  high  school 
principal  for  24  years,  elementary 
principal  for  10  years.  9  years  as  high 
school  english  teacher  and  9  years  as 
elementary  teacher. 

RUSTON  —  A  District-wide 
Laboratory  School  for  Church  School 
Workers  is  planned  for  September  14- 
16th.  Instructors  from  several  states 
have  been  enlisted  to  make  the  event  a 
helpful  one. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  The  new 
Conference  Journals  have  arrived,  and 
there  are  extra  copies  for  those  who  need 
to  have  them.  You  may  order  what  you 
need  from  the  Conference  Office  at  the 
rate  of  $3.00  each.  You  might  give  us  a 
little  time  to  process  the  order  Things 
are  still  a  bit  confused  on  this  end. 
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St.  Luke 

Sanctuary 

consecrated 

The  newly-renovated  sanctuary  of  St. 
Luke  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  was  recently 
consecrated  by  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin.  Those  assisting  in  the  service 
were  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  district 
superintendent,  and  Rev.  H.A. 
Harrington,  former  pastor. 

Included  in  the  renovation  program 
were  the  following:  energy -saving  low 
ceiling  and  bronzed  windows  covered 
with  cane  shutters,  doubling  of  the 
sanctuary  size  by  tearing  out  interior 
classrooms,  locally  designed  altar 
furniture,  carpeting,  inter  locking 
padded  chairs  for  totally  flexible  worship 
situations,  creation  of  a  foyer,  a  new 
parking  lot,  and  an  exterior  spire. 

The  cost  of  the  renovation  was  $60,000, 
and  all  but  $400  has  already  been  paid. 
The  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  is  Rev.  Darrell 
E.  Mount. 
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Nicaraguans 
need  assistance 
from  Christians 

Regardless  of  who  the  victors  are,  the 
losers  in  any  war  are  without  fail  the 
innocent,  ordinary  people  who  must 
suffer  the  consequences  of  violence  — 
hunger,  homelessness,  and  both  physical 
and  emotional  injury. 

The  case  of  Nicaragua  is  no  different 
from  others  which  have  recurred 
throughout  recorded  history.  With  the 
departure  of  dictator  Anastasio  Somoza 
Debayle,  whose  brutal  rule  has  been 
inflicted  on  Nicaraguans  for  43  years,  the 
problems  in  that  nation  are  not  solved. 

Even  if  the  new  government  formed  by 
the  Sandinista  guerrillas  proves  to  be 
humanitarian  and  fair  rather  than  the 
Marxist  dictatorship  some  commenta¬ 
tors  predict  it  will  be.  the  suffering  of 
“the  little  people"  is  not  over.  It  is 
estimated  that  600,000  Nicaraguans  are 
now  homeless  as  a  result  of  the  war.  That 
is  one-fourth  of  the  tiny  nation’s  entire 
population. 

Of  that  figure,  200,000  persons  are 
homeless  in  the  capital  city  of  Managua 
alone  —  living  practically  on  top  of  each 
other  and  without  the  barest  of 
necessities.  Everything  is  in  short  supply 
—  food,  clothing  and  medical  supplies,. 

We  hope  that  United  Methodists  across 
the  nation,  regardless  of  their  individual 
perspectives  on  which  side  was  “right" 
and  which  was  “wrong”  in  the  recent 
conflict,  will  not  close  their  eyes  to  the 
plight  of  these  refugees. 

We  urge  local  congregations  and 
individuals  to  give  generously  to  relief 
efforts  being  carried  on  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  through  Church  World 
Service,  the  relief  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

Contributions  can  be  sent  to: 
Nicaraguan  Relief.  UMCOR,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.,  10027. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


YOUNG  WRITERS 


Illustration  by  Janna  White 

Where  am  I  inside  my  mind. 

So  many  things  I  see; 

But  is  there  a  way  that  I  can  find 
The  person  who’s  really  me? 

There’s  so  much  hate  and  worry 
here, 

The  world  is  filled  with  strife, 

A  battle  greater  than  a  world  war 
Rages  in  my  life. 

I  alone  can’t  find  the  answers, 

At  last  I  look  above; 

And  there  I  find  the  things  I’d  sought 
My  God,  myself,  and  love. 

Death 

By  JANNA  LYN  WHITE 

Our  body  is  only  a  house 
for  the  soul, 

And  it  begins  to  wear  out 
as  we  grow  old. 

Then  God  tells  us  it  is  time, 

A  long  ladder  we  shall  climb. 

Then  new  strength  to  us  will  be 
given. 

To  climb  the  final  steps  to  heaven. 


Generation  gap 
was  overcome 

By  MISSY  C.ASSTEVENS 

Last  Christmas  the  youth  of  the  9th 
and  10th  grades  decided  to  do 
something  for  the  elderly  of  our 
church,  who  are  often  forgotten.  We 
got  together  and  voted  to  have  a 
dinner  and  play  one  Sunday  after 
morning  services. 

The  food  planned  was  chicken 
spaghetti,  green  beans,  cakes,  tea, 
salad  and  coffee.  The  play  was  a 
Christian  play  with  a  moral.  What  a 
joyous  affair! 

Absolutely  no  donations  were 
accepted  and  we  youth  had  a  ball !  The 
fellowship  was  tremendous  and  the 
so-called  “generation  gap”  was  non¬ 
existent. 

The  older  people  loved  watching  the 
younger  generation  doing  something 
meaningful,  and  we  loved  the  older 
people  for  just  enjoying  themselves. 
Oh,  the  food  may  not  have  been 
gourmet,  but  does  that  really  count? 
No,  what  counts  is  that  we  teens  and 
those  elderly  folks  forgot  the  age 
differences  and  were  all  children  of 
God  together  in  fellowship  for  a  short 
space  of  time. 

What  a  wonderful  experience  for  us 
as  Christians  to  enjoy!  So,  amid  all 

This  week's  young  writers  are 
Susan  Reese.  16.  of  Miami.  Florida. 
Missy  Casstevens,  15.  of  Kilgore. 
Texas,  and  Janna  White,  13,  of 
Stephenville.  Texas.  “ Conflict ”  was 
written  by  Sherry  Lee  White,  Janna's 
sister,  when  she  was  16.  Sherry 
Lee  died  four  years  ago  at  age 
20.  Janna  provided  the  illustration  for 
Sherry  Lee’s  poem. 


the  donation  drives  and  money¬ 
raising  projects,  take  some  time  to 
thank  and  enjoy  the  people  of  your 
congregation;  you  may  be  surprised 
at  the  results! 

I  have  been 
in  good  hands 

By  SUSAN  REESE 

Yours  are  the  hands  that  laid  gently 
on  my  back  when  I  was  but  an  infant. 
Yours  are  the  hands  that  were  always 
within  reach  when  I  needed  comfort 
or  direction.  Weren’t  these  the  hands 
that  let  me  know  when  I  was  wrong 
and  shaped  my  values  with  Mother’s 
special  wisdom? 

These  same  hands  applauded 
whenever  I  accomplished  anything 
and  let  me  know  they  were  proud  of 
me.  These  hands  pat  me  on  the  back 
and  push  me  gently  on  my  way 
knowing  how  I  sometimes  need 
motivating. 

These  are  the  same  hands  that 
grasp  my  shoulder  ever  so  lightly  and 
give  me  a  reassuring  squeeze 
whenever  I  am  afraid.  These  hands 
bear  the  scars  and  burdens  of  the 
miracle  of  love.  They  also  know  the 
intimacy  of  a  relationship  based  on 
freely  flowing  affection. 

Though  sometimes  shaky  and 
sometimes  stern,  these  hands  have 
been  in  mine  as  I  have  traveled  on  the 
rugged  terrain  known  as  life’s  rocky 
road. 

Through  the  years  these  loving, 
caring,  knowing  hands  have  often 
openly  offered  to  me  a  heart  which  I 
many  times  have  blindly  abused  and 
even  used  before  I  realized  its  value 
and  sincerity.  For  this  I  am  sorry  and 
express  my  honest  appreciation  for 
your  love. 


Here  I  Stand 

6 Less  is  enough9 is 
greatest  challenge 


Steven  Caskey 


By  STEVEN  A.  CASKEY 

In  a  recent  article  in  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor,  Congressman  Phil 
Crane  from  Illinois  offered  these  views 
on  the  economic  dilemma  facing  our 
nation.  He  said  that  the  American  Dream 
is  alive  and  well,  that  we  can  do  it  and  do 
it  all!  We  are  the  most  decent,  human, 
generous  and  compassionate  people  on 
the  face  of  this  earth.  We  offer  the 
greatest  degree  of  opportunity  and 
advancement  to  more  people  than  any 
nation,  and  we  have  the  highest  standard 
of  living  on  earth,  and  that  should  be  a 
source  of  pride,  not  guilt.  We  possess  all 
the  resources  both  human  and  natural  to 
make  this  the  best  century  ever.  Then  he 
went  on  to  say  that  “learning  to  live  with 
less”  and  “small  is  beautiful” 
recommendations  represent  a  lack  of 
faith  in  our  people  and  our  institutions  to 
respond  in  typical  American  fashion  to 
problems  of  die  day. 

I  agree  that  we  have  amazing  potential 
and  untapped  resources,  but  I  think  that 
one  of  the  greatest  of  these  resources  is 
represented  by  the  “small  is  beautiful” 
and  the  “learn  to  live  with  less” 
movement.  This  “simple  living 
movement”  is  not  retrenchment,  but  a 
challenge!  For  it  will  be  within  this 
movement  during  the  next  20  years  that 
we  will  be  able  to  demonstrate  our 
pioneering  and  patriotic  spirit!  It  will  be 
in  learning  to  live  simply,  and  with  less, 
that  we  will  be  truly  challenged! 

There  is  a  grassroots  movement  from 
within  the  church  that  comes  from  this 
“simple  living”  movement.  It  is  a 
movement  that  wants  to  trim  the  fat 
away  from  the  institution,  thus  freeing 
the  church  for  mission  and  ministry.  It  is 
a  movement  similar  to  Proposition  13, 
but  without  the  narrow  exclusive  binders 
of  that  unfortunate  movement  It  is  a 
movement  that  wants  to  assert  the 


UMC’s  ‘Social  Principles’  need  wider  acceptance 


To  the  Editor: 

Five  years  ago  I  left  one  mainline 
Protestant  denomination  to  join  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  My  single  biggest 
reason  for  doing  so  was  my  reading  of  the 
UMC’s  “Social  Principles.”  I  was 
impressed  by  a  church  which  had  the 
courage  to  make  such  bold  statements, 
and  I  was  (and  still  am)  in  strong 
agreement  with  these  statements  as 
being  reflective  of  Christ-like  attitudes 
toward  social  issues.  Some  specifics, 
identified  by  section,  are  : 

( 1 )  Opposition  to  nuclear  energy  ( I-B ) ; 

(2)  Opposition  to  different  social 
standards  for  men  and  women  (II-C); 
support  of  male-female  equality  “in 
every  aspect”  (III-F) ; 

(3)  Support  of  human  and  civil  rights 
for  homosexuals  (II-D) ; 

(4)  Support  of  abortion  under  certain 
circumstances  (II-E); 

(5)  Support  of  “compensatory 
programs  that  redress  (discrimination 
against)  ethnic  minorities”  (III-A); 

(6)  Support  of  quality  sex  education  for 
children  (III-C); 

(7)  Opposition  to  high  rates  of  resource 
consumption  by  the  affluent  (III-H) ; 

(8)  Opposition  to  economic  practices 
which  exploit  and  impoverish  others  ( IV- 

E); 

(9)  Opposition  to  the  teaching  of 
religion  and  to  mandatory  prayer  in 
public  schools  ( V-D ) ; 

(10)  Support  of  civil  disobedience  (V- 

E); 

(11)  Opposition  to  capital  punishment 

(V-F). 

I  do  not  expect  this  document  to  be  in 
any  way  binding  on  members  of  the 
church.  Indeed,  anc'her  reason  for  my 
becoming  a  United  Methodist  was  the 
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church’s  apparent  acceptance  of 
pluralism  among  its  members. 

However,  it  has  since  become  clear  to 
me  that  most  United  Methodists  seem  to 
regard  the  Social  Principles  ( if  they  are 
aware  of  them  at  all)  as  a  source  of 
extreme  embarrassment.  Seldom  are 
they  discussed  openly,  and  those  of  us 
who  voice  agreement  with  them  are 
sometimes  labeled  as  troublemakers, 
heretics  or  even  worse.  It  is  ironic  (and 
tragic)  that  anyone  should  feel 
intimidated  in  his  own  church  when  he 
simply  stands  in  accord  with  its  official 
positions. 

I  would  like  to  see  more  widespread 
awareness  and  discussion  of  the  Social 
Principles  in  local  churches  and 
increased  acceptance  of  them.  If  we 
don’t  really  mean  what  we  say,  then  let’s 
not  mislead  people. 

James  T.  Nelson 
Cleveland,  Tennessee 

We  should  not  generalize 

about  charismatics 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  by  Paul  R.  Body  entitled 
“Charismatics  often  shunned  by  church” 
was  one-sided  and  was  written  without 
one  important  factor  in  mind,  that  being 
the  personality  of  the  individual 
charismatic  (see  “Here  I  Stand,”  July 
6). 

There  have  been  charismatics  in  the 
church  I  have  served  whose  warmth, 
love,  enthusiasm  and  witness  were  such 
that  they  were  a  joy  to  know.  Their 
witness  exemplified  the  love  and 
brotherhood  Mr.  Body  puts  down  in  his 
article.  Knowing  them,  you  know  that 
their  God  is  living  within  them.  They  feel 
that  the  Lord  has  given  them  a  gift 
among  other  Christian  gifts,  and  they  are 
glad  to  share  it.  They  will  always  be 
welcome  in  United  Methodist  and  other 
churches. 

On  the  other  hand  there  are  those  who 
carry  the  Holy  Spirit  around  like  an  axe 
handle,  clobbering  all  within  reach.  With 
an  attitude  of  superiority,  they  ask  all 
they  come  into  contact  with.  “Have  you 
received  the  Spirit?”  The  slightest 
hesitancy  in  answering  will  bring  a  look 
of  pity  and  disgust.  They  usually  depend 
only  on  their  own  authority,  never 
listening  to  the  witness  of  either  historic 
or  current  church  teaching.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  the  church  doesn’t  find  them 
attractive,  and  frankly  their  holier-than- 
thou  attitude  doesn’t  speak  well  to  non- 
Christians  either. 

Mr.  Body’s  article  generalized  far  too 
much.  Not  all  charismatics  are  as  holy  as 
he  claims,  and  not  all  of  the  non- 
charismatics  are  as  cold  as  he  thinks.  I 
have  served  United  Methodist  churches 
in  five  states,  and  I  don’t  find  his 
generalizations  true  at  all. 

Mr.  Body  sounds  like  sour  grapes  to 
me.  Maybe  a  dose  of  humility  would 
make  him  more  welcome  in  the  church. 

Ronald  J.  Williams 
Pretty  Prairie,  Kansas 

But  where  is  our  love? 

To  the  Editor: 

Were  you  struck,  as  I  was,  by  the 
almost  total  lack  of  Christian  love  and 
understanding  expressed  in  the  letter  by 
Mr.  Daryl  M.  Davis  (TM/UMR,  July 
20)?  If  his  attitude  is  symptomatic  of 
those  who  are  “bom  again,”  we  are  all  in 
a  lot  of  trouble!  Perhaps  the  main  thing 
needing  “cleaning  out”  is  not  the 
“liberals”  but  the  Biblical  and 
theological  narrowness  of  the  lot  of  us: 
both  liberal  and  conservative! 

Mike  Young 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


Reactions  to  gun  control 

reveal  fear  of  violence 

To  the  Editor: 

The  abundance  of  articles  and  letters 
to  the  editor  in  recent  issues  of  TM/UMR 
which  are  strongly  pro  or  con  gun  control 
depict  the  widespread  fear  of  violence  in 
our  society.  It  also  shows  that  many 
believe  that  fighting  violence  with 
violence  is  the  only  alternative. 

Guns,  judo,  karate  and  mace  are  not 
the  only  form  of  self-defense.  Dorothy  T. 
Samuel  has  written  a  book  on 
“programming  ourselves  for 
constructive  interaction  with  confidence 
and  the  kind  of  responses  which 
deescalate  confrontation  and  violence.” 
It  is  entitled  “Safe  passage  on  city 
streets,”  1975,  Abingdon  Press, 
Nashville,  and  it  gives  actual  accounts  of 
violence-threatening  situations  which 
were  met  with  non-violent  responses  and 
positive  consequences.  It  shows  the  type 
of  skillful  reactions  that  creatively 
sensitize  and  influence  but  which  are 
seldom  reported  in  newspapers,  scandal 
sheets  and  crime  statistics. 

Let’s  face  it.  Even  a  gun  is  not  a 
guarantee  against  crime.  Weapons  in  a 
home  are  more  often  the  tools  for 
intentional  or  unintentional  violence 
against  family  and  friends.  We  can  never 
be  totally  free  from  danger  but  we  can 
keep  fear  from  enslaving  us  physically 
and  psychologically  and  thus  destroying 
the  lives  which  we  strive  to  save.  I  urge 
all  who  are  concerned  to  read  and  then 
practice  this  religiously  inspired 
approach  to  violence. 

Dorla  Whipple 

Akron,  Ohio 

TM/UMR  affirmed  as  more 
than  ‘disruptive  influence’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Today  was  another  one  of  those  days 
when  I  received  a  letter  saying:  “It  is 
with  deep  regret  that  the  policies  and 
actions  of  the  upper  level  of  the  church 
and  its  affiliations  make  it  impossible  for 
us  to  continue  to  support  it.  For  these 
reasons  we  are  forced  to  withdraw  from 
being  a  part  of  the  local  congregation 
which  we  have  enjoyed.” 

These  letters  come  with  some 
regularity  and  often  after  the  writer  has 
read  TM/UMR.  In  conversations  with 
other  pastors,  it  is  often  suggested  that 
the  Reporter  is  a  very  disruptive 
influence  in  the  local  church  because 
people  get  upset  about  its  content. 

I  do  have  my  own  gripes  about  your 
reporting  and  editorial  policy:  but  I’m 
doubtful  that  the  above  members  left 
because  of  the  Reporter  or,  for  that 
matter,  because  of  the  “upper  level  of 
the  church.” 

I  think  the  “lower  level  of  the  church” 
is  unwilling  to  do  its  homework.  I  think 
the  “lower  middle  level"  has  been 
unwilling  to  stand  firmly  before  the 
people  applying  the  Word  to  a  changing 
world.  I  think  the  “upper  middle  level” 
has  done  poorly  at  interpretation.  And  I 
think  the  church,  as  a  whole,  has  tried  to 
act  like  the  world  is  more  simple  than  it 
really  is. 

In  that  sense,  your  job  is  to  awaken  us 
to  what  is  going  on  and  you  do  it  well.  But 
it  seems  so  much  more  pleasant  to  stay 
asleep.  Please  hang  in  there,  being  the 
best  journalists  you  know  how  to  be. 

I  am  hopeful  that  we  in  the  UMC  will 
soon  have  vision  beyond  seeing 
scapegoats,  and  determination  with 
higher  purpose  than  seeing  that  someone 
shoulders  the  blame.  Mavbe  the  day  may 
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come  when  they  can  actually  “know  we 
are  Christians  by  our  love.” 

Thanks  for  letting  me  work  out  my 
disappointment. 

John  V.  Albright  Sr. 

Merced,  California 

One  person’s  approach 
to  alleviation  of  hunger 

To  the  Editor: 

What  I  am  about  to  write,  I  am  praying 
you  will  print  in  TM/UMR. 

I  am  29  years  of  age  and  I  believe  in  our 
church’s  hunger  program.  I  live  in 
Donora.  Pennsylvania,  and  my 
involvement  started  off  when  I  sent  for  a 
hunger  packet  for  myself.  When  I  got  it  I 
prayed  for  the  Lord  to  help  and  guide  me. 
I  read  the  oath  that  came  with  the  packet 
and  I  believed  that  the  Lord  was  going  to 
guide  me.  so  I  started  to  walk  door  to 
door  collecting  money  from  people  to 
help  feed  the  hungry. 

Some  were  sour  about  it,  and  there 
were  a  lot  of  others  with  good  hearts  who 
gave.  I  collected  about  $35  total,  made  a 
money  order  and  sent  it  to  the  hunger 
program. 

Now  my  church,  which  is  the  First 
UMC  in  Donora,  heard  what  I  did  and 
made  me  chairman  of  its  hunger 
program . 


As  you  can  see  how  the  Lord  is 
working,  I  have  sent  400  hunger  packets 
to  members  of  our  congregation  to  read. 
Yes,  I  am  praying  for  the  miracle  that  all 
of  the  good  and  upright  people  in  my 
church  will  contribute  to  this  emphasis. 

All  I  can  say  is  if  people  knew  how 
serious  the  problem  of  hunger  in  the 
world  is,  there  would  be  a  lot  of  giving  to 
it.  So  I  am  praying  you  will  put  this 
article  in  your  paper  and  let  Christ  touch 
every  person  who  reads  it  to  give  from 
their  hearts  to  meet  this  need. 

Frederick  G.  Grossi  Jr. 

Donora,  Pennsylvania 

Divorce  ministry? 

To  the  Editor: 

My  reference  is  the  article  in  “The 
Church  Today”  section  of  June  1 
headlined  “North  Carolina  divorce  bill 
defeated.”  The  article  tells  how  two 
United  Methodist  bishops  and  other 
church  opposition  helped  defeat  a  bill 
that  would  have  reduced  the  divorce 
waiting  period  from  twelve  months  to  six 
months.  My  question  to  the  church  and 
the  bishops  is  what  are  they  doing  to 
minister  to  the  people  caught  in  this 
“living  hell.” 

Jim  Fouts 
Slidell,  Louisiana 


A  perspective  on  how  to  deal 
with  a  change  of  ministers 


By  LOIS  HOWARD  CHESTNUTT 
Trinity  UMC,  Sunnyvale,  Calif. 

Anyone  who  has  been  a  United 
Methodist  for  very  long  knows  about  the 
feelings  expressed  and  suppressed  when 
a  minister  leaves.  No  matter  what  the 
circumstances  may  be,  some  members 
of  the  congregation  are  sad,  some  are 
relieved  and  some  are  just  confused. 

Growing  up  as  a  Methodist^  in  Dos 
Palos,  California,  always  meant  a 
change  of  ministers  every  few  years.  The 
new  PK’s  were  of  more  interest  in  those 
days  than  the  minister  himself.  No  one 
explained  to  me  then  why  the  minister 
and  his  family  left,  and  it  wasn’t  until  I 
was  a  young  married  woman  living  in 
Bakersfield  in  the  ’50s  that  the 
realization  came  to  me  that  sometimes 
people  get  hurt  when  ministers  leave; 
sometimes  the  congregation  wants  a 
change;  sometimes  the  minister  wants  a 
change;  and  sometimes  God  has  His  own 
plans 

During  the  ’60s  and  ’70s  in  Sunnyvale, 
La  Habra  and  back  to  Sunnyvale  again, 
as  I  grew  older,  ministers  became  my 
friends.  When  this  happened,  their 
leaving  became  a  personal  concern.  It 
took  thinking,  praying  and  some 
discussion  to  understand  why  these 


decisions  for  change  were  made.  Each  of 
these  friends  brought  an  interpretation  of 
Christianity  which  was  added  to  and 
sometimes  fought  with  my  own.  Each 
one  of  them  gave  me  a  chance  to  see 
myself  more  clearly  as  I  reacted  to  their 
different  personalities.  Each  one  of  them 
left  for  a  different  reason. 

That  time  of  year  has  come  and  gone 
again.  Another  friend  has  left  and  the 
anticipation  of  a  new  friendship  has 
begun.  The  sadness  of  unfulfilled 
relationships  lingers;  the  excitement  of  a 
new  one  grows,  and  the  confusion  over 
why  it  all  happened  is  left  in  God’s  hands. 
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prophetic  role  of  the  church  in  both  the 
ecclesiastical  and  the  secular  realms 
when  it  comes  to  economic  issues.  This  is 
a  movement  that  cares  for  the  whole 
church  —  but  at  present  is  caring 
specifically  for  the  local  “small 
membership”  church,  and  having  a 
great  deal  of  difficulty  digesting  what  is 
coming  down  from  the  denomination  in 
the  way  of  apportionments  and  program. 

We  have  become  so  enamored  with  our 
system  that  we  have  failed  to  develop 
local  church  Christian  community.  We 
have  not  stood  our  prophetic  distance 
from  the  world,  but  we  have  joined  the 
world.  We  have  bought  right  into  the 
economic  system  of  our  culture  and 
society.  It  is  no  longer  God’s  economy, 
but  a  prudential  economy  based  on 
greed,  competition,  and  profit.  We  need 
to  free  up  our  system  for  service  and 
mission  to  a  broken  and  torn  world.  By 
realizing  that  “less  is  enough,”  in  our 
personal  and  corporate  lives,  we  can  do 
so. 

The  “small  membership”  churches 
are  in  rebellion  across  our  denomination. 
This  rebellion  stems  not  from  the  great 
social  stands  of  the  church,  except  in 
isolated  cases,  and  that  is  a  risk  we  must 
continue  to  take.  But  this  rebellion  is  a 
result  of  a  disjointed,  overburdened,  and 
over-programmed  bureaucracy.  I 
believe  that  we  need  to  take  an  honest 
look  at  this  problem  from  top  to  bottom, 
and  I  would  like  to  suggest  a  starting 
place. 

Why  do  church  budgets,  and  the 
operating  budgets  of  the  conferences  and 
general  church  staffs,  have  to  increase 
along  with  the  “throw  away”  budgets  of 
the  rest  of  the  country?  Why  do  clergy 
salaries  and  other  conference  salaries 
continue  to  spiral  with  and  above  the 
inflated  salaries  of  the  rest  of  the  nation? 
Why  can’t  we  get  our  priorities  straight 
and  challenge  the  world  to  follow?  The 
greatest  method  in  the  world,  as  Jesus 
has  shown  us,  is  to  teach  by  example. 

I  challenge  the  lay  people  and  the 
clergy  of  our  denomination  to  challenge 
the  United  Methodist  Church  with  the 
proposition  that  “less  is  enough.”  Then 
we  will  see  a  chain  reaction  as  the  church 
is  able  to  challenge  the  world,  so  that  we 
will  all  come  to  understand  this 
principle.  “Less  is  enough.”  This  concept 
can  liberate  us  so  that  we  can  make  a 
difference. 

We  must  ‘pastor’ 
or  we’ll  perish 

By  JAMES  T.  ALBERTSON 

A  very  dear  friend  told  me  a  disturbing 
story.  She  is  a  woman  in  her  80’s  and  has 
been  a  loyal  member  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  all  her  life.  She  has  been  in 
her  local  church  for  more  than  60  years. 
She  was  active  as  a  Sunday  School 
teacher,  choir  member,  guild  worker  and 
other  activities  within  the  church.  She 
was  a  career  woman  who  never  married, 
and  her  church  has  been  one  of  the  main 
areas  of  her  life. 

A  few  years  ago  the  death  of  a  very 
dear  friend  brought  her  deep  sorrow. 
This  friend  had  also  been  a  career 
woman  and  had  been  active  in  the 
church.  Both  of  these  ladies  had  given  a 
tenth  of  their  earnings  to  support  the 
work  of  the  church.  It  was  not  a  big 
church,  but  it  did  pay  its  pastor  a 
comfortable  living.  One  of  the  objections 
which  I  heard  was,  “The  pastor  never 
calls.” 

My  friend  is  now  in  very  serious 
condition.  She  has  recently  been  in  a 
local  hospital  in  the  intensive  care  unit 
and  is  now  at  home  awaiting  death.  It 
will  not  be  long  coming.  While  she  was  in 
the  hospital,  her  pastor  was  notified 
—  but  he  never  called!  The  hospital 
chaplain  did  call  and  have  prayer,  and 
this  was  much  appreciated.  Since  her 
return  home,  the  pastor  has  never  been 
past  the  door  to  find  out  how  she  is  doing; 
in  fact,  he  has  never  even  called  on  the 
phone. 

She  just  told  me  of  a  change  in  her 
affairs  which  she  has  just  made.  She  had 
planned  to  give  40  percent  of  her  assets  to 
her  church  and  related  church 
institutions.  She  is  still  giving  to  the 
church  institutions  but  has  cut  out  the 
gift  to  her  local  church  for  another 
related  institution. 

Either  preachers  must  “pastor”  or  the 
church  could  “perish.” 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
Steven  A.  Caskey,  pastor  of  the  UMC  in 
Kendrick.  Idaho,  and  James  T. 
Albertson.  Executive  Director  of  the 
Methodist  Foundation  of  the  Northwest, 
with  offices  in  Wenatchee.  Washington. 
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UMC  in  ‘belief  crisis,’ 
evangelical  charges 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 
ASHLAND,  Ohio  -  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  in  the  middle  of  a  crisis 
over  what  it  be'ieves,  and  unless  this 
“theological  an  1  spiritual  crisis”  is 
addressed,  the  denomination  cannot 
return  to  health,  the  head  of  an 
evangelical  caucus  charged  here  last 
week. 

Dr.  Paul  A.  Mickey,  a  Duke  University 
theologian  who  is  chairman  of  the  “Good 
News”  movement’s  board  of  directors, 
told  1,600  persons  attending  that 
organization’s  national  convocation  here 
July  23-25  that  “we  are  in  trouble  as  a 
church”  and  that  the  way  the  1980 
General  Conference  deals  with  the  crisis 
will  determine  the  “future  of  American 
Methodism.” 

Frequently  interrupted  by  applause 
and  consistently  supported  by  “Amens,” 
Dr.  Mickey  listed  five  parts  of  the  crisis: 
(1)  theological  principles,  (2)  spiritual 
leadership,  (3)  the  “theological  value  of 
money,"  (4)  the  “connectional  system 
under  stress,"  and  (5)  denunciation  of 
each  other  by  “warring  factions”  in  the 
church. 

His  speech  ended  on  a  note  of 
optimism,  however,  saying  that  “with 
the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit”  the  United 
Methodist  Church  “can  be  renewed.” 
Quoting  “Good  News”  executive  Charles 
Keysor  from  a  1968  editorial,  he  told 
evangelicals  to  “stay  in  the  church.” 

He  analyzed  the  five  crisis  points  as 
follows : 

•  Theological  principles  —  He  charged 
that  UMC’s  “umbrella”  of  theological' 
pluralism  “has  been  stretched  and  pulled 
into  a  big-top  and  has  collapsed,  wet, 
soggy  and  suffocating”  on  the  church. 
Dr.  Mickey  said  United  Methodism  has 
“no  theological  position,”  only  a 
“method  for  doing  theology.”  Calling  for 
the  1980  General  Conference  to  re¬ 
establish  a  study  committee  “to  re¬ 
introduce  theological  principles,”  he  said 
“theological  pluralism  was  promised  as 
‘something  for  everyone’  but  has  become 
‘nothing  to  everyone.’  ” 

•  Spiritual  leadership  —  Dr.  Mickey 
charged  that  because  “there  are  no 
substantial  theological  principles,”  our 
church  leadership  has  turned  to  an 
“organizational  discipline”  centered  on 
efficiency,  programming  and  produc¬ 
tion.  Saying  he  agrees  with  those  who 
charge  that  the  Council  of  Bishops  in 
many  ways  has  become  “more  of  a 
gentlemen’s  club  than  a  college  of 
spiritual  leaders,”  he  used  the 
appointment  of  a  self-avowed  homo¬ 
sexual  minister  in  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference  as  an  example.  He 
criticized  the  council  for  dealing  with  the 
issue  in  terms  of  structure  and 
accountability  without  making  a 
statement  on  the  moral  “problem.”  Dr. 
Mickey  said  the  Council  of  Bishops  needs 
to  “grow  up”  and  quit  providing 
leadership  which  is  “nothing  to 
everyone.”  Saying  he  was  not  just 
“picking  on  the  bishops,”  however,  he 
charged  that  such  spiritual  leadership  is 
likewise  lacking  among  most  church 
bureaucrats  and  pastors. 

•  Theological  value  of  money  —  Dr. 
Mickey  said  money  has  “theological 
value”  and  therefore,  apportionments 
must  be  brought  in  line  with  this  fact. 
Church  spending  for  programs  must  be 
put  in  the  perspective  of  theological 

Politics  said 
Valid  arena’ 


—no  answer 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
ASHLAND,  Ohio  —  “Work  in  our 
political  systems,  but  don’t  expect  them 
to  solve  the  problems  of  the  world,” 
former  U.S.  Senator  Harold  H.  Hughes  of 
Iowa  told  a  gathering  of  fellow 
evangelicals  here  July  23  during  his 
keynote  address  to  a  national  “Good 
News"  convocation. 

He  said  that  while  politics  is  a  valid 
arena  for  Christians,  they  should  be 
careful  about  assumptions  that  “all 
politics  needs”  is  some  religion  or  that 
government  can  become  the  church. 

“We  have  a  born-again  Christian  in  the 
White  House,”  he  said.  “Last  week  I 
went  to  a  prayer  group  of  born-again 
Christians  in  government.  Half  of  that 
group  had  just  fired  the  other  half.  Just 
because  two  persons  are  born-again  and 
live  in  God’s  kingdom,  it  doesn’t  follow 
that  they  are  going  to  agree  politically.  If 
you  are  foolish  enough  to  vote  for 
someone  just  because  that  person 
claims  to  be  a  born-again  Christian  and 
you  assume  he  will  have  the  same 
political  answers  you  do,  then  you  will 
always  be  disappointed.” 

Sen.  Hughes  told  about  2,000  persons 
who  gathered  here  for  his  address  that 
we  are  in  a  “mess”  in  the  United  States 
not  because  we  do  not  have  enough  active 
Christians  in  government,  but  because 
we  do  not  have  enough  active  Christians 
in  the  church. 

“We  complain  about  the  massive 
governmental  welfare  programs,  but  we 
have  those  programs  because  the  church 
did  not  do  the  job  Christ  called  it  to,”  he 
said.  “More  than  100,000  persons  write 
the  government  advocating  prayer  in  the 
public  schools  when  most  don’t  even 
have  prayer  with  their  children  in  their 
homes  except  at  meal  time.” 

Sen.  Hughes  warned  the  group  against 
looking  for  a  “messiah  on  the  Potomac” 
and  called  for  American  Christians  to 
first  put  their  faith  in  God.  He  told  the 
groups  to  pray  and  to  believe  it  will  be 
God  and  not  the  President  who  will  bring 
in  the  Kingdom. 


priorities  to  determine  where  the  money 
needs  to  go  first.  Advocating  “designated 
giving,”  he  said  local  churches  should  be 
allowed  to  determine  where  money 
should  go  on  the  basis  of  their  own 
members’  theological  values.  He 
predicted  such  a  process  would  increase 
rather  than  decrease  giving  to  the 
church. 

•  Connectional  system  under  stress  — 
“Church  structure  has  expanded  to  an 
hour-glass  shape,”  Dr.  Mickey  said. 
“The  bishops  and  the  national 
bureaucracy  are  at  one  end,  the  local 
church  is  at  the  other  end,  and  in  the 
middle  —  stretched  very  thin  —  is  the 
annual  conference.”  He  charged  that  the 
annual  conference  has  become  “little 
more  than  a  regional  sales  meeting  for 
national  programs  —  either  straight 
down  the  national  bureaucratic  tubes  or 
relabeled  to  give  the  appearance  of 
homegrown  wisdom.”  He  called  for  the 
church  to  “de-centralize”  itself  and  to 
return  to  the  “Wesleyan  concept”  of  the 
annual  conference  being  the  basic  unit  of 
the  structure. 

•  Denunciation  —  Dr.  Mickey  called 
for  all  special  interest  groups  — 
including  “Good  News”  —  to  quit 
denouncing  each  other.  “We  are  not 
called  into  warring  factions,  but  to 
exemplify  the  mind  of  Christ,  while  not 
compromising  our  principle  beliefs,”  he 
said.  From  a  “Good  News”  point  of  view, 
he  went  on,  “our  goal  is  to  be  able  to  walk 
down  the  ecclesiastical  streets  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  without  being 
mugged  and  stabbed  in  the  back  by  the 
establishment.” 

Turning  to  specifics,  Dr.  Mickey  said 
that  the  issues  of  the  1980  General 
Conference  will  circle  around  these  five 
crises.  He  listed  the  specifics  to  come  out 
of  the  crisis  as  confrontations  over:  (1) 
ordination  of  homosexuals,  (2)  moral 
values,  including  smoking  and  alcohol, 
(3)  funding  priorities,  (4)  evangelical 
respectability  and  (5)  mission  concerns. 


Evangelical  mission 
goes  outside  UMC 


ASHLAND,  Ohio— Participants  in  the  “Good  News"  movement’s  national 
convocation  sing  during  the  three-day  meeting  here  last  week.  More  than  1,600 
persons  attended  the  convocation  of  United  Methodism’s  evangelical  caucus  and 
heard  speakers  on  a  wide  variety  of  subjects  centered  on  the  theme  "Growing 
Together  as  Christian  Families.” 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
ASHLAND,  Ohio  —  In  an  effort  they 
say  is  designed  to  better  deal  with  “the 
way  the  church  has  closed  its  mission 
doors  to  evangelicals,”  the  board  of 
directors  of  a  caucus  of  evangelicals  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  announced 
plans  here  July  26  to  “become  more 
ecumenical”  and  to  “provide  parachutes 
to  those  thrown  out  of  mission  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.” 

In  a  six-point  "policy  statement” 
which  originated  in  the  “Good  News” 
movement’s  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  task  force,  the  directors  laid  out 
plans  which  for  the  first  time  sanction 
“Good  News”  executives  to  “openly  and 
actively"  support  and  advocate  to  local 
churches  non-United  Methodist  mission 
agencies  and  programs. 

While  board  members  claim  this  does 
not  mean  the  caucus  is  turning  its  back 
on  the  denomination’s  mission  program, 
they  say  the  “time  has  come”  to  be  more 


All  sizes  need  success  stories 

Training  boosts  small  church 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark.  -  Churches  - 
regardless  of  size  —  need  success  stories, 
according  to  a  United  Methodist 
executive. 

To  help  meet  this  need  by  sharing  and 
evaluation,  a  workshop  on  leadership 
training  and  development  for  small 
membership  churches  was  held  July  23- 
26  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly  here, 
sponsored  by  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  local  church  division. 

“The  tragedy  is  that  most  of  our 
training  events  are  designed  for  people 


Bishop  Muzorewa  called 
‘ pawn  ’  of  former  leader 


By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

GREENVILLE,  Pa.  -  A  United 
Methodist  bishop  who  was  recently 
elected  as  the  first  black  prime  minister 
of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  is  almost  a 
“pawn”  of  Ian  Smith,  the  white  former 
prime  minister,  another  UM  bishop  told 
an  audience  here  recently. 

Bisbopjloy  Nichols  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Area  ,  made  this  and  other  remarks 
duringanopen  discussion  of  Bishop  Abel 

T.  Muzorewa  and  the  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  situation  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  School  of  Christian 
Mission  July  18. 

Bishop  Nichols  said  he  is  a  long-time 
friend  and  colleague  of  Bishop  Muzorewa 
and  has  expressed  his  opinions  to  the 
bishop  personally.  He  was  also  involved 
in  the  meetings  between  Bishop 
Muzorewa  and  four  UM  bishops  in  the 

U. S.  last  month  (see  TM/UMR  July  20) . 

He  believes  the  bishop  was  “singled 

out”  by  Mr.  Smith  to  become  the  new 
leader  in  the  recent  shift  to  majority  rule 
in  the  country,  which  is  97  percent  black. 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  had  been  ruled  by  a 
white  minority  government. 

“Mr.  Smith  saw  that  Bishop  Muzorewa 
could  do  three  things,”  said  Bishop 
Nichols.  “He  could  win  the  loyalty  of  the 
blacks,  persuade  the  lifting  of  sanctions, 
and  stop  the  war.”  But  to  date,  he  has 
been  able  only  to  win  the  country’s  black 
population. 

However,  even  that  is  in  question  now, 
the  Pittsburgh  area  leader  said.  Of  the  51 
seats  won  by  Bishop  Muzorewa 's  party, 
the  African  National  Council,  only  44 
remain  in  the  bishop’s  control  due  to  a 
recent  splintering  of  the  party.  Now, 
Bishop  Muzorewa  will  be  unable  to  do 
anything  without  the  support  from  the 
whites  in  Parliament,  Bishop  Nichols 
said.  The  whites  occupy  28  seats  under 
the  “internal  settlement”  plan  adopted 
by  Mr.  Smith  and  “moderate”  black 
leaders  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia. 

The  country  has  been  torn  by  a 
guerrilla  war  between  government 
troops  and  liberation  organizations  for 
several  years.  Leaders  of  the  guerrilla 
movements  do  not  participate  in  the 
negotiations  or  elections  for  majority 
rule. 

If  the  U.S.  continues  the  economic 
sanctions  it  imposed  on  the  country  while 
the  white  minority  government  ruled, 
that  would  loosen  Mr.  Smith’s  strong¬ 
hold  in  the  country,  preventing  him 


from  getting  what  he  wants,  Bishop 
Nichols  said.  However,  Bishop  Muzorewa 
claims  that  lifting  sanctions,  presently 
under  consideration  by  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
gress,  would  allow  the  country  to  move 
faster  toward  complete  majority  rule  and 
economic  stability. 

Several  church  groups  and  govern¬ 
ment  leaders,  including  President  Jim¬ 
my  Carter,  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  board  of  directors  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  have 
opposed  the  lifting  of  sanctions,  saying 
that  the  recent  elections  were  unfair,  and 
that  compromises  made  by  the  bishop 
and  other  moderate  leaders  were  too 
great  to  insure  true  majority  rule. 
“Bishop  Muzorewa  compromised  too 
much  and  got  too  little,”  Bishop  Nichols 
said. 

He  noted  that  most  black  American 
religious  and  political  groups  have  not 
supported  the  lifting  of  sanctions  against 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  or  the  recognition 
of  the  new  government  there.  “Black 
Americans  are  more  sensitive  to 
substantive  changes  in  the  power 
balance  versus  superficial  changes.” 
Because  of  the  struggle  of  blacks  in 
America,  “we  tend  to  look  more  behind 
the  scenes”  to  what  is  really  going  on,  he 
said. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  has  not  exercised  his 
potential  power  as  prime  minister, 
either,  the  Western  Pennsylvania  leader 
said.  He  cited  a  recent  situation  where 
Bishop  Muzorewa  wanted  to  appoint  a 
person  of  Indian  descent  as  secretary  of 
the  cabinet.  He  was  prevented  from 
doing  so  by  the  white-controlled  civil 
service  commission  which  said  his 
nominee  did  not  meet  the  requirements 
for  the  job.  A  white  man  who  observers 
claim  is  a  political  associate  of  Ian  Smith 
was  appointed  instead. 

By  Bishop  Muzorewa ’s  assuming 
responsibility  as  the  Minister  of  Defense 
for  the  country.  Bishop  Nichols  added, 
his  colleague  has  also  put  himself  in  a 
predicament  —  a  UM  bishop  responsible 
for  carrying  out  a  war.  “The  key  to 
freedom  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  is 
stopping  the  war,  not  lifting  sanctions,” 
he  said. 

Bishop  Nichols  told  TM/UMR  the 
situation  is  “tragic."  The  African  bishop 
is  a  “man  of  integrity  who  desires  to  see 
a  peaceful  multi-racial  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia,  and  has  made  moves  toward 
that  end.  But  he  could  have  negotiated  a 
more  acceptable  settlement,”  he  said. 


from  medium  and  large  size  churches," 
observed  the  Rev.  Earl  Carter,  dean  of 
the  workshop  and  council  director  for  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference.  “Through 
this  event,  we  wanted  to  affirm  the  small 
membership  church  and  its  unique 
ministry.”  Mr.  Carter  said  most  recent 
figures  showed  62  percent  of  UM 
churches  were  made  up  of  200  members 
or  less,  with  4,300  of  that  number  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

The  120  workshop  participants  from 
small  membership  churches  in  the 
jurisdiction  were  encouraged  to  “think 
small”  —  to  develop  ministries 
appropriate  to  their  needs,  rather  than 
try  to  model  their  churches  after  larger 
ones.  The  churches  which  were 
represented  —  ranging  from  one  with  a 
congregation  of  10  to  a  rapidly  growing 
two-year-old  church  of  250  in  an  urban 
area  —  worked  in  groups  to  plan 
programs  and  organizational  structures 
that  fit  particular  situations. 

The  study  of  church  organization 
included  consideration  of  merging 
efforts  in  some  program  areas,  such  as 
combining  the  administrative  board  and 
council  on  ministries  in  churches  where 
the  leaders  must  carry  multiple 
responsibilities. 

“I  think  there  is  flexibility  for  leaders 
in  a  church  with  a  small  number  of 
people,”  said  the  Rev.  S.  Duane  Bruce, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Executive 
Director.  “United  Methodist  lay  people, 
in  most  instances,  are  community 
leaders  as  well  as  church  leaders.  To 
expect  these  people  to  meet  together  one 
night  as  the  administrative  board  and  on 
another  night  as  the  council  on  ministries 
—  I  think  we’re  expecting  too  much  of 
them.”  Mr.  Bruce  stressed  that  the 
programs  of  the  church  should  be 
tailored  to  meet  the  personal  needs  of  the 
church  members. 

Planning  emphasized 
Planning  for  effective  ministries  was 
emphasized  in  the  group  sessions. 
“Without  long-range  planning,  you’re 
just  moving  from  crisis  to  crisis,”  the 
Rev.  Marvin  James,  Northwest  Texas 
Conference  Council  Director,  told  his 
group.  He  emphasized  that  once 
priorities  have  been  set,  leaders  of  the 
church  need  to  visit  and  discuss  them 
with  each  member.  “It  takes  time,  but  if 
you  want  the  church  to  live,  you’ve  got  to 
invest  yourself,"  he  said. 

“  Understanding  nods  went  around  the 
room  when  Myrtle  Felkner,  Christian 
education  assistant  who  works  with 
seven  parishes  near  Centerville,  Iowa, 

Free  Methodists 
support  bishop 

WINONA  LAKE,  Ind.  (RNS)  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa, 
prime  minister  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia, 
has  won  support  from  his  episcopal  coun¬ 
terpart  in  the  Free  Methodist  Church. 

Free  Methodist  Bishop  W.  Dale  Cry- 
derman,  who  presides  over  his  denomi¬ 
nation’s  conferences  in  southern  Africa, 
recently  had  a  30-minute  meeting  with 
the  leader  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  in 
Salisbury.  The  meeting  was  arranged 
through  United  Methodist  missionaries. 

The  Free  Methodist  bishop  said  he 
feels  the  new  government  of  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  is  closer  to  Western  democracy 
than  any  other  he  has  seen  in  Africa. 


characterized  the  reluctance  to  accept 
responsibility  in  Christian  education  as 
“Ring-around-the-rosy.  pocket  full  of 
posies  ;  last  one  down  teaches  a  Sunday 
School  class.”  Her  group  on  child 
ministries  explored  the  importance  of 
church  school  and  the  larger  area  of 
Christian  education  in  bringing  people 
into  the  church.  “Two-thirds  of  the 
people  who  come  into  the  church  through 
profession  of  faith  come  through  the 
church  school,"  she  said.  Possibilities 
ranged  from  after-school  Christian 
education  classes  and  “mother’s  day 
out”  for  preschoolers  to  ecumenical 
classes  in  churches  without  enough 
membership  or  facilities  to  have  such 
study. 

“We  have  participated  in  a  cooperative 
effort  for  about  four  years  with  the  local 
Presbyterian  church,  using  ecumenical 
literature,"  explained  the  Rev.  Don 
Holladay,  of  the  Ft.  Davis,  Texas  UMC. 
“If  we  didn’t  do  that,  we  couldn't  have  a 
Sunday  School.” 

Classes  discussed 

Youth,  adult  and  intergenerational 
classes  were  also  discussed  in  workshop 
sessions.  The  Rev.  Ann  Sherer,  pastor  at 
White  Oak,  Texas  UMC,  said  her 
church’s  efforts  with  intergenerational 
classes  showed  that  studies  —  such  as 
tracing  the  ministry  of  Christ  —  which 
allowed  group  members  to  work 
together,  but  at  different  levels  ranging 
from  nursery  to  adult,  were  good 
possibilities  under  some  circumstances. 
If  the  church  is  too  small  to  separate 
classes  into  ages,  has  limited  teachers  or 
financial  resources,  or  just  wishes  to 
bring  the  ages  together  for  fellowship 
and  study,  an  intergenerational  program 
can  be  useful,  she  said. 

Participants  were  enthusiastic  about 
presentations  on  UM  theology  and 
doctrine  presented  by  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield,  Houston  Area.  Bishop 
Crutchfield  and  workshop  leaders  say 
they  have  found  great  concern  among 
district  superintendents  and  other 
leaders  in  the  jurisdiction  who  believe 
there  is  a  great  need  for  churches  to 
receive  further  education  in  theology  and 
doctrine. 

“Many  district  superintendents  feel 
the  literature  of  the  church  has  a 
tremendous  emphasis  on  social  action  to 
the  detriment  of  interpretation  of  biblical 
ideas  related  to  our  faith,"  Bishop 
Crutchfield  said.  It  is  important  for 
church  members  to  have  a  strong  grasp 
of  the  foundations  and  principles  on 
which  the  church  bases  its  approach  to 
these  social  issues,  he  said. 

“I  think  bishops  and  district 
superintendents  are  becoming  more 
aware  of  the  small  church,”  he  added. 
“They  have  the  burden  of  the  small 
church  on  their  hearts.  I  think  their 
intention  is  to  conserve,  strengthen  and 
save  the  small  church .  ’  ’ 


selective  in  what  United  Methodist 
evangelicals  of  the  “Good  News”  variety 
are  willing  to  support  . 

Points  of  policy 

Specific  points  of  the  new  policy 
include  the  following: 

•  The  statement  says  every  effort  will 
be  made  to  place  evangelical 
missionaries  through  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  but  when  that 
fails,  “Good  News”  will  seek  ap¬ 
pointments  through  other  mission 
agencies  and  will  help  “generate  prayer 
and  financial  support"  for  these 
missionaries.  Mission  packets  produced 
by  “Good  News"  in  the  future  will 
include  lists  of  UMCs  who  are  in  mission 
service  through  non-United  Methodist 
agencies  and  organizations. 

•  Current  UM  missionaries  who  in  the 
future  are  “terminated”  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  will  be  contacted  by 
“Good  News”  to  “ascertain  their  interest 
in  serving  under  other  mission  boards  or 
agencies.”  The  document  says 
terminations  will  be  “investigated”  by 
“Good  News”  —  with  the  permission  of 
the  missionary  involved  —  and  the 
information  will  be  “shared  with  the 
general  church.” 

•  “Good  News”  will  support 
“ecumenical”  ministries  “openly  and 
actively.”  Among  such  ministries  to  be 
supported  are  Voice  of  Calvary,  Four 
Corners  Native  American  Ministry. 
Southside  Center  in  Philadelphia  and 
World  Evangelical  Fellowship. 

•  Support  of  national  workers  overseas 
will  “continue  and  enlarge,”  the 
statement  says 

•  “Ministry  to  evangelical  churches 
and  pastors”  in  the  United  States  will 
continue  in  such  matters  as  “Good 
News”  mission  conferences,  but  local 
churches  will  be  asked  to  pay  all 
expenses  for  such  programs. 

•  "Good  News”  will  “continue  to 
cooperate  with  personnel  serving  under 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  long  as 
we  can  do  so  without  compromise.” 

Plan  to  stay 

"We  have  no  intention  of  going  away, 
or  taking  money  away  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  or  becoming  our  own 
sending  agency,”  Dr.  Paul  A  Mickey, 
chairman  of  “Good  News”  told 
TM/UMR.  “We  are  committed  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  just  intend 
to  increase  our  latitude.  ’’ 

Dr.  Mickey  said  the  decision  to  take  the 
steps  listed  in  the  policy  statement 
“comes  out  of  many  years  of 
frustration”  and  "the  knowledge  that  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  continues  to 
handle  its  missionary  personnel  efforts 
in  an  almost  inhuman  way.”  He  charged 
that  the  board  mistreats  missionary 
candidates  by  “keeping  them  waiting  for 
approval  for  long  lengths  of  time  when 
the  board  really  has  no  intention  of 
sending  them  overseas”  and  by 
terminating  existing  missionaries  in  an 
“abrupt  fashion”  without  proper 
“pastoral  concern." 

The  Rev.  Charles  Keysor,  top  staff 
executive  of  “Good  News”,  told 
TM/UMR  that  the  caucus,  mission 
officials  have  been  raising  as  much  as 
$500,000  a  year  in  support  of  UM  mission 
personnel  and  programs,  but  they  have 
become  increasingly  disturbed  about 
how  the  board  uses  the  money. 

Dr.  Keysor  also  raised  questions  about 
the  treatment  of  missionaries  term¬ 
inated  by  the  board. 

“We  are  in  the  position  to  pass  out 
parachutes  to  those  who  have  been 
thrown  out,"  he  said.  “We  intend  to 
operate  like  a  telephone  switchboard, 
sorting  our  programs  and  personnel  in 
the  way  which  we  believe  best  carries  on 
the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Asked  if  he  believes  the  new  policy  will 
be  interpreted  by  some  church  leaders  as 
disloyalty  or  a  move  toward  founding  a 
separate  church.  Dr.  Keysor  said:  "The 
general  church  is  proud  that  it  works 
ecumenically  through  such  groups  as  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  What’s 
disloyal  about  us  doing  the  same  thing 
through  groups  we  trust?” _ 


f  People  in  the  news 


Up,  up  and  away 

When  a  young  couple  near  Champlin,  Minn,  decided  they 
wanted  their  wedding  “up  in  a  balloon,”  they  called  on  hot¬ 
air  balloon  enthusiast  Wendell  Ankeny,  pastor  of  Riverview 
United  Methodist  Church,  to  perform  the  ceremony.  Mr. 
Ankeny  ( right  in  photo)  says,  “I  wasn’t  sure  what  to  put  on 
the  marriage  license  as  to  the  place  of  marriage  as  it  was 
somewhere  between  Elk  River  and  Rogers  800  feet  in  the 


Outdoor  weddings  for  the  birds 

One  UM  pastor  says  outdoor  weddings  are  “for  the  birds 
—  and  on  one  occasion  for  the  bees.”  Seminary  didn’t 
prepare  him,  says  the  Rev.  Jim  Current  of  St.  Mark’s  UMC, 
Orinda,  Calif.,  for  the  moment  “you  have  to  ad  lib  when  the 
sun  suddenly  drops  over  the  horizon  and  you  can  no  longer 
read  the  ritual,  or  you  say  ‘Repeat  after  me’  over  the  roar 
of  a  jetliner  or  when  a  low  flying  gull  manages  to  connect 
with  the  groom’s  boutonniere."  However,  he  says  he  is 
“flexible”  and  does  find  many  of  the  outdoor  settings 
“genuinely  uplifting.” 


Missing  something? 


You  are,  if  your  congregation 
isn’t  receiving  a  TM/UMR  local 
church  edition  each  week 

Your  congregation  can  have  a  simple  to  prepare,  professionally  produced, 
reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own  church’s  news  on  the 
front  page  and  TM/UMR’s  complete  religious  news  coverage  on  the  inside 
pages. 

P.O.  Box  221076  Dept.  N. 


Find  out  more: 


Write:  William  C.  Strickland 
P.O.  Box  221076 
Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Or  call:  (214  )  630-6495 
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UMs  rate  U.S.  health  care  ‘good’ 

TM/UMR  survey  respondents  also  oppose  government  involvement 


_  AUGUST  3  1979 

The  Box  Score 

Results  of  the  “Question  Box”  survey  published  in  TM/UMR 
•;  July  6, 1979  —  830  responses 

2*  1.  How  would  you  evaluate  the  state  of  health  care  in  the  U.S.  for  most  citizens, 

•:  based  upon  your  experience? 

$  a.  22%  Excellent 
ij  b.  39%  Good 
§  c.  16%  Fair 
£  d.  7  %  Poor 
!•:  e.  14%  Uneven 

f.  2%  Uncertain  $j 

jj;  2.  Given  the  biblical  and  historical  concerns  of  the  church  for  health  and  healing, 
do  you  believe  the  church  should  seek  to  promote  the  adoption  of  some  type  of 
&  nation-wide  plan  which  would  insure  adequate  health  care  for  all  citizens?  § 

ft  a.  40%  Yes  $ 

g  b.  55%  No  ft 

ft  c.  5%  Uncertain  >j 

!*•  3.  Do  you  believe  the  federal  government  should  use  its  legislative  power  to  insure  ij 
ft  that  every  citizen  has  access  to  a  basic  health  care  insurance  package,  I.E.  a:ji 
§  “universal  health  care”  plan?  f 

a.  34%  Yes  j: 

;•!  b.  60%  No  £ 

6%  Uncertain 


ft;  4.  If  “universal  health  care"  coverage  is  legislated  by  the  federal  government  do:-: 
g  you  believe  it  should  be:  ft 

ij:  a.  14%  Federally  funded  g 

ft  b.  28%  Funded  by  employers  and  individuals  through  private  insurance  ij: 

§  firms  § 

c.  40%  Federally  funded  only  for  the  poor,  aged,  unemployed,  and  to  some  jj: 

extent  the  near-poor,  with  a  combination  of  private  and  employer  funding  ij: 
for  the  rest  of  the  population.  j ij 

d.  11%  Uncertain  :j: 

(7%  Refused  to  answer)  g 

Respondents:  40%  laymen 
\  Age  group  of  respondents: 

18  &  under  19-35  36-50  51-64  65  &  over 

0%  13%  23%  34%  30% 


46%  laywomen  14%  Ministers 


•$  Respondents  by  region:  North  Central  —  15%;  Northeast  —  18%;  South  Central  —  2* 
£ . ^  44% ;  Southeast  -11%;  West  -  12%  jj 


Observe  its  ‘ spirit ,  ’  UMC  asked 


alter  bishops’  status 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Six  of  even,1  10  readers  who  responded 
to  a  recent  TM/UMR  “Question  Box” 
survey  rate  health  care  in  the  U.S.  as 
"good"  to  “excellent."  And  equal 
numbers  of  respondents  oppose  the 
federal  government  legislating  access 
for  every  citizen  to  any  kind  of  basic 
health  insurance  coverage. 

Comments  added  by  readers  revealed 
a  broad-based  distrust  of  the  ability  of 
government  bureaucracies  to  act 
efficiently  or  effectively  in  this  area. 

Just  over  one-half  of  the  respondents 
<55  percent)  don’t  want  the  church  to 
promote  the  adoption  of  some  type  of 
nation-wide  health  plan  either,  although 
many  qualified  their  response  with 
comments  to  the  effect  that  the  church 
should  continue  to  be  involved  with 
health  ministries  in  other  ways  on  its 
own.  For  example,  several  suggested  aid 
for  the  needy  as  a  local  mission  project, 
and  others  said  to  encourage  members  to 
take  more  responsibility  for  their  own 
health  and  encouraging  preventive 
healthcare. 

On  the  other  hand,  40  percent  said  they 
believe  the  church  should  seek  adoption 
of  some  kind  of  nation-wide  plan  for  all 
citizens  as  a  “basic  right."  Five  percent 
were  undecided  about  the  role  of  the 
church  in  this  issue. 

In  the  area  of  funding,  “mixed” 
federal  with  private  and  employer 
sources  was  favored  by  40  percent  of  the 
readers  answering  the  “if  universal 
health  care  were  legislated”  question. 
But  seven  percent  said  they  were  so 
totally  opposed  to  any  kind  of  universal 
plan  that  they  refused  to  answer  the 
question. 

The  830  responses  were  a  moderate 
number  in  comparison  with  other 
TM/UMR  surveys  on  controversial 
issues,  but  they  came  from  nearly  every 
state  in  the  union.  The  bulk  (55  percent) 
of  the  responses  came  from  Texas, 
Oklahoma,  California,  Florida,  New 
York  and  Massachusetts.  Also  sizable 
numbers  were  registered  from  Illinois. 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Missouri  and 
Minnesota. 

Analysis  of  the  responses  by  regions 
indicated  considerable  differences  in 
opinion  on  both  the  role  of  the  church  and 
the  federal  government.  The  largest 
divergence  of  opinion  is  over  the  role  of 
the  church.  While  a  majority  of  readers 
in  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  (56 
percent)  and  the  Western  Jurisdiction 
(51  percent)  want  the  church  to  get 
involved  in  promoting  adequate  health 
care  for  all  citizens  through  some  nation¬ 
wide  plan,  respondents  in  the  nation's 


mid-section  say  “no."  Returns  from  the 
Southeast  were  evenly  divided. 

Readers  in  the  North  Central  (57 
percent)  and  in  the  South  Central  (66 
percent)  jurisdictions  said  they  don’t 
want  the  church  involved:  "It’s  not  the 
church's  concern,"  they  frequently 
commented. 

Respondents  in  the  nation’s  mid¬ 
section  are  also  more  strongly  opposed  to 
the  federal  government’s  legislating 
access  to  health  insurance  coverage 
while  the  Northeast  and  West  are  about 
equally  divided  on  the  role  of 
government  on  this  issue.  The  South 
Central  readers  were  72  percent  opposed 
to  government  action  and  the  North 
Central  59  percent  opposed. 

Differences  of  opinion  were  also 
apparent  between  laity  and  clergy. 
Ministers  were  not  willing  to  rate  the 
state  of  health  care  as  highly  as  were  the 
laity  and  more  felt  its  quality  is 
“uneven."  They  also  believe  strongly  — 
73  percent  —  that  the  church  should  be 
involved  in  promoting  adequate  health 
coverage  and  67  percent  believe  the 
government  should  legislate  access  to 
basic  coverage  through  a  universal  plan 
of  some  sort. 

Other  differences  emerged  between 
laymen  and  laywomen.  Overall,  men 
rate  health  care  more  highly,  are  more 
opposed  than  laywomen  to  church 
involvement  by  a  68  to  52  opposition  rate, 
are  more  opposed  to  government 
involvement  (72  to  57  percent  for 
laywomen)  and  chose  private  funding 
over  the  “mixed"  approach  favored  by 
42  percent  of  the  laywomen  and  51 
percent  of  the  clergy  respondents. 

Written  opinions  and  comments  follow 
which  are  representative  of  the  views 
expressed  on  each  question: 

State  of  health  care  in  the  U.S. 

•  Fargo,  N.D.  layman:  “The  quality 
and  availability  of  health  care  obviously 
vary  greatly.  ‘Most’  have  access  to 
generally  excellent  care  but  isolated 
rural  persons,  reservation  Indians  and 
some  others  may  not  fare  so  well." 

•  Cheswick,  Pa.,  Iaywoman:  “Good 
care  is  available,  but  too  costly  for 
middle-income  persons  to  take  full 
advantage  of." 

•  Glendale.  Ariz.  Iaywoman:  “Care  is 
better  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world. 

•  Texas  retired  nurse:  “From  my  own 
observation  and  experience  of  care 
rendered  others,  I  regret  I  have  to 
answer  ‘poor’." 

The  role  of  the  church 

•  Houston.  Texas,  layman:  “The 
church  should  fund  programs  to  see  thht 


needs  for  care  are  met  and  that  those 
unable  to  pay  are  cared  for.  Government 
programs  are  inefficient.” 

•  Hicksville,  N.Y.  layperson:  “The 
church  should  place  heavy  emphasis  on 
prevention.” 

•  Baltimore,  layman:  "Yes.  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  church  and  teaching  of  Jesus 
to  see  that  everyone  is  healed.  The 
church  is  the  only  institution  people  have 
faith  in  today." 

•  Lehigh  Valley,  Pa.  layman:  “I 
strictly  endorse  separation  of  church  and 
state.  There  are  more  sinners  to  be  saved 
than  there  are  sick  people.  Therefore, 
let’s  save  their  souls  and  leave  their 
health  problems  as  a  responsibility  they 
must  assume." 

•  Denver,  woman:  “No  one  should  be 
denied  adequate  health  care.  It  works  in 
Canada!" 

•  Knoxville,  Tenn.  layman:  “A  nation¬ 
wide  plan  would  be  socialistic  and  that 
should  not  be  promoted  by  the  church. 
The  church  should  help  the  needy." 

•  Oklahoma  City,  couple:  “Another 
issue  the  church  shouldn’t  promote,  but 
impress  on  the  members  that  it’s  their 
Christian  duty  to  be  involved  as  they  see 
it  from  Jesus’  teaching." 

•  Baltimore  Iaywoman:  “We  can  do  no 
less.” 

Federal  legislation  of  universal 
health  care  plan 

•  Nashville  layman:  “The  problem 
with  the  federal  government  is  that  its 
track  record  in  doing  much  of  anything 
right  is  so  poor." 

•  Joaquin,  Tex.,  layman:  “If  we  can 
spend  50  percent  of  our  national  budget  to 
kill  people  (defense),  we  should  be  able 
to  spend  some  to  keep  people  healthy." 

•  Temple.  Texas  layman:  “If  you’ve 
enjoyed  the  federal  government’s 
handling  of  the  energy  crisis,  you’ll  love 
national  health  care!  ” 

•  Colorado  couple:  “This  would  be  the 
ultimate  end  of  good  health  care.” 

•  Casper,  Wyo.  Iaywoman:  “Every 
person  now  has  access  to  health 
insurance,  but  what  good  does  it  do  if 
there  are  no  services  in  their  area?  " 

•  Pascoag,  R.I.  reader:  “I  truly 
believe  preventive  medicine  would 
answer  a  great  percentage  of  our  health 
problems.” 

•  North  Dakota  layman:  “I  have  come 
to  expect  almost  no  effective  or  useful 
contribution  from  government 
agencies." 

•Oak  Bluff,  Mass.  Iaywoman:  “We 
are  supposed  to  be  the  richest  country.  If 
other  countries  can  provide  health  care, 
why  can’t  we?" 


•  Binghamton,  N.Y.  Iaywoman: 
“Being  in  the  middle-class,  I  feel 
smothered  by  always  attempting  to 
provide  for  the  poor,  unemployed,  aged, 
etc.  I  want  to  scream  ‘STOP’.” 

•  St.  Louis  Iaywoman:  “HMOs  (health 
maintenance  organizations)  sound  good 
to  me," 

•  Topeka.  Kan.  layman:  “Let’s 
attempt  to  come  up  with  a  practical 
program,  not  merely  an  inflation- 
feeder.” 

How  fund  a  universal  plan? 

•  Broken  Arrow,  Okla.  Iaywoman: 
"Catastrophic  coverage  is  all  that  is 
needed  by  way  of  federal  intervention.” 

•  Choteau,  Mont,  layman:  “There  is 
entirely  too  much  drain  upon  the  working 
person’s  paycheck  supporting  govern¬ 
ment  programs.  Any  ‘health  care’ 
program  should  be  borne  by  the  persons 
who  will  benefit.” 

•  Allentown,  Pa.  layman:  “Perhaps  a 
subsidy  for  physicians  willing  to  serve  in 
rural  areas  should  be  considered.” 

•  Gretna,  La.  registered  nurse:  “The 
aged  need  better  than  just  Medicare." 

•  Muskogee,  Okla.  Iaywoman:  "Too 
many  able-bodied  are  on  welfare  now.” 

•  Austin.  Texas  retired  doctor: 
“Should  universal  coverage  be  legislated 
by  the  government,  no  manner  how,  it 
would  mean  higher  taxes.  You  don’t  get 
something  for  nothing!  ’’ 


Law  may 

By  RICHARD  D.  BAILEY 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  asked  to 
observe  the  “spirit”  of  the  Age 
Discrimination  in  Employment  Act 
(ADEA)  Amendment  of  1978,  which 
would  allow  numerous  bishops  who  are 
slated  to  retire  in  1980  to  continue  in 
office  until  1984.  The  federal  law  extends 
the  age  for  mandatory  retirement  from 
65  to  70  for  business,  institutions  and 
agencies  employing  20  or  more  persons. 

The  request  comes  in  a  letter  which 
has  just  come  to  light  from  U.S. 
Congressman  Claude  Pepper  of  Florida, 
chairman  of  the  House  Select  Committee 
on  Aging  which  drafted  the  legislation,  to 
the  former  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  Marvin  G.  Stuart  of  the  San 
Francisco  Area. 

“You  and  your  church,”  Rep.  Pepper 
writes,  “have  the  opportunity  to  provide 


the  leadership  in  the  religious 
community  and  in  the  community  at 
large  in  helping  bring  about  these 
changes." 

In  1976,  the  UMC’s  General  Conference 
lowered  the  retirement  age  of  all 
ministers,  including  bishops,  from  72  to 
70.  This  means  that  some  bishops  —  all  of 
whom  serve  quadrennial  terms  —  will  be 
forced  to  retire  as  early  as  age  66.  In 
order  to  comply  with  the  new  federal 
legislation,  the  1980  General  Conference 
would  have  to  amend  the  current  law  in 
the  “Discipline.” 

Last  fall,  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  of  the  UMC 
sought  an  opinion  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Labor  and  on  the  basis  of 
the  reply  announced  that  the  clergy  of 
the  church  are  not  covered  by  ADEA. 

However,  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Affairs  interprets  it 


differently,  saying  that  “churches  and 
church  groups  are  not  exempt  from  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  just  as  they  were 
not  exempt  from  the  previous  ban 
against  forced  retirement  before  age 
65.” 

Since  he  is  no  longer  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  Bishop  Stuart  said  he 
would  not  comment  on  Rep.  Pepper’s 
letter.  Also  refusing  to  comment  was  the 
Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  head  of  UMC’s 
fiscal  council. 

The  current  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  however.  Bishop  Ralph  Alton  of 
the  Indianapolis  Area,  said  the  letter 
“expresses  one  definite  point  of  view 
which  is  reflected  in  the  church  and  will 
probably  surface  in  the  1980  General 
Conference.” 

Mr.  Bailey  is  editor  of  the  Peninsula 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 
headquartered  in  Dover,  Del. 


Women  go  to  the  congregation 


CHICAGO  —  Problem:  United  Methodist  Women  (UMW)  were  disturbed  about  the 
lack  of  attendance  at  their  meetings.  Plan:  Take  the  meeting  once  a  quarter  to  the 
entire  congregation  at  a  Sunday  morning  worship  service.  Results:  Increased 
attendance  and  stimulating  discussions,  according  to  the  Rev.  William  Roberts, 
Church  of  the  Three  Crosses  pastor.  In  the  Northern  Illinois  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR.  a  report  on  the  successful  venture  at  the  small  membership  church  here 
also  carried  the  above  photo,  showing  the  Rev.  Ruth  Wegner  addressing  the 
congregation  recently  on  the  concern  of  the  UMW  for  singles  and  loneliness. 

N.  ILLINOIS  I'MR  PHOTO 

Crime  boss  denied  Mass 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Roman 
Catholic  Archdiocese  of  New  York 
refused  to  allow  a  funeral  Mass  to  be 
celebrated  for  Carmine  Galante.  the 
reputed  organized  crime  leader  slain 
July  12. 

The  archdiocese,  in  a  statement 
approved  by  Cardinal  Terence  Cooke, 
said:  “The  archdiocese  of  New  York 
cannot  permit  a  public  celebration  of  a 
funeral  liturgy  for  the  late  Carmine 
Galante.  We  extend  our  sympathy  to  his 
family  but  we  are  not  able  to  grant  a 
liturgical  service  in  the  church  because 
of  the  scandal  that  would  ensue.  " 

Explaining  the  decision.  Msgr.  Eugene 
V.  Clark,  director  of  News  Information 
for  the  archdiocese,  said  the  denial  of  a 
Mass  was  based  on  canon  law 


President 
Baker  University 

Nominations  and  applications  are  invited  for 
the  position  of  President. 

Baker  Univarsity.  Baldwin  City,  Kansas,  is  a 
United  Mofhodist-relatod  four-yoor  liberal  arts 
college. 

The  President  is  the  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  university  and  reports  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  The  President  should  be  an  individual 
who  is  familiar  with  and  supportive  of  the  role  of 
independent  church -related  higher  education  and 
is  prepared  by  experience  to  provide  leadership 
in  developmental  administrative  and  acadomic 

Deadline  for  applications  is  September  I 
197?.  Nominations  ond  applications  with  current 
resumes  should  be  sent  to: 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Duboc.  Chairman 
Presidential  Search  Committee 
Post  Office  Box  138 
Baldwin  City,  Kansas  66006 

AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY.  AFFIRMATIVE 
ACTION  EMPLOYER 


proscribing  the  church’s  “external 
liturgical  farewell”  to  persons  whose 
public  life  was  so  notorious  that  a  Mass 
would  “cause  public  scandal.” 


It  was  Mr.  Galante’s  notoriety  as  one  of 
the  natiorr’s  top  figures  in  organized 
crime  that  prompted  the  decision  to  deny 
him  a  Catholic  funeral  Mass.  Msgr.  Clark 
said. 

“A  funeral  service  in  the  Catholic 
Church  is  a  sign  that  someone  lived  and 
died  as  a  faithful  Catholic,"  Msgr.  Clark 
explained. 


It  was  believed  to  be  the  first  time  that 
the  New  York  archdiocese  had  refused  a 
funeral  Mass  for  a  reputed  gangster 
leader  since  October  1967.  when  Albert 
Anastasia,  the  chief  executioner  of 
Murder  Inc.,  was  slain  in  a  barber  chair 
at  a  New  York  hotel  and  was  denied  a 
Catholic  funeral  Mass  and  buried  in 
unconsecrated  ground. 


FINEST  QUALITY 

Beautiful  design  and  tailoring  Wide  choice 
of  colors  and  fabrics  including  permanent 
press  Satisfaction  guaranteed  Write  for 
catalog  and  fabric  samples 
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Crucial  issues  of  faith 
and  science  explored 


DAVID  G.  TRICKETT 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  More  than  450 
scientists,  theologians,  technicians  and 
church  leaders  gathered  here  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
for  two  weeks  last  month  to  discuss 
crucial  matters  which  affect  both  the 
immediate  and  the  distant  future  of 
technologically  developed,  developing 
and  undeveloped  areas  of  the  world. 

In  some  ways,  the  most  basic  problems 
addressed  were  those  involved  in 
reflection  upon  the  meaning  of 
“humanity,"  “nature”  and  “God." 
Participants  at  the  “Faith,  Science  and 
the  Future"  conference  were  asked  to 
think  what  such  terms  can  mean  in  an 
age  of  science  in  which  people  are 
beginning  to  struggle  for  a  just, 
participatory  and  sustainable  society. 

In  his  opening  address  to  the  assembly. 
Philip  Potter,  general  secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  which 
sponsored  the  event,  maintained  that  the 
church  has  a  stake  in  the  development  of 
science  and  technology.  Because  of  its 
concern  for  justice  and  sustainable 
societies,  the  church  must  recognize  the 
important  role  of  science  in  helping  to 
“meet  the  basic  physical  and  spiritual 
needs  of  people.  This  will  involve  a 
radical  transformation  of  civilization, 
new  technologies,  new  uses  for 
technology,  and  new  global  economic 
and  political  systems,"  he  said. 

Among  other  things,  the  conference 
dealt  with  the  problem  of  the  relationship 
between  science  and  faith.  Some 
delegates  argued  that  science  in  the 
modern  world  is  a  means  of  acquiring 
objective  knowledge  of  the  world,  while 
others  contended  that  even  such 
“objectivity”  as  science  attains  is 
inescapably  culture-bound  and. 
therefore,  is  not  value-free. 

The  chief  task  of  thinking  about  the 
theological  and  religious  import  of  these 
problems  fell  to  a  working  group  which 
focused  its  attention  upon  “humanity, 
nature,  and  God"  and  related  these  to 
specific  promises  and  threats  posed  by 
science  and  technology.  The  diverse 
membership  of  the  group  prevented  the 
formulation  of  a  generally  accepted 
working  definition  of  any  of  these  terms, 
but  an  important  advance  in  the 
discussion  was  reached  nonetheless. 

The  group  agreed  that  —  in  contrast  to 
most  everyday  conceptions  —  humans 
are  not  to  be  seen  as  personal  agents  who 
are  thrown  into  existence  over  against  an 
alien,  hostile  “nature."  Indeed,  it  was 
seen  that  “Homo  sapiens”  is  a  part  of  the 
natural  order,  and  that,  even  though 
reflective  self-consciousness  enables 
humans  somehow  to  transcend 
nonhuman  nature,  such  transcendence 
always  occurs  within  the  context  of 
“nature.” 

The  recognition  of  human  transcen¬ 


dence  led  to  a  further  claim,  namely, 
that  humans  are  intimately  related  with 
all  other  creatures  (not  merely  to  other 
humans,  or  even  other  animals)  and 
with  their  source  and  end,  God.  Such 
a  “universal  community"  with  God  as  its 
center  is  to  be  respected  in  all  its  parts. 

This  means,  than,  that  the  whole 
understanding  of  human  responsibility 
has  to  be  rethought,  so  that  its  scope 
extends  beyond  “Homo  sapiens”  to 
include  every  one  of  God’s  creatures  (as 
well  as  God,  to  whom  humans  always  are 
responsible).  The  biblical  concept 
“dominion,"  so  long  as  it  means 
“stewardship"  and  not  “domination,” 
can  serve  as  a  resource  to  help  humans 
better  understand  their  role  in  the 
universe,  the  group  agreed. 

The  Christian  faith  was  not  the  only 
religion  present  at  MIT.  The  diversity  of 
faiths  helped  some  persons  to  see  that 
Christianity  is  able  to  learn  from  its 
neighbors,  and  yet  remain  a  distinctive 
and  decisive  witness  in  the  world.  It  was 
recognized  that  inter-religious  dialogue 
will  continue  to  be  important  in  the 
treatment  of  issues  such  as  those  raised 
at  MIT. 

While  frustrations  at  times  were  many, 
a  large  number  of  participants  found,  in 
the  end,  that  this  conference,  which  was 
an  experiment  in  dialogue  between  the 
sciences  and  faiths,  was  eminently 
worthwhile.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
conversation  now  begun,  will  continue; 
for  the  future  of  life  as  we  know  it 
depends  upon  its  success. 

Mr.  Trickett,  a  teaching  fellow  at  UM- 
related  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas,  was  an  official  participant  at  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  sponsored 
"Faith.  Science  and  the  Future" 
conference. 

Episcopalians  grow 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— While  the  U.  S. 
Episcopal  Church  has  been  losing 
members  in  recent  years,  those  counted 
in  overseas  missions  have  nearly  tripled 
in  the  last  decade. 

A  new  church  report  shows  there  are 
224,221  baptized  Episcopalians  in  the  19 
overseas  missionary  dioceses  of  the  U.  S. 
Episcopal  Church.  Ten  years  ago  the 
same  dioceses  had  a  total  membership  of 
86.559. 

In  the  last  decade  total  church  mem¬ 
bership  has  dropped  from  3.4  million  to 
2.8  million. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Culin,  executive 
for  National  and  World  Mission  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  here,  attributes  the 
growth  to  new  emphasis  on  evangelism 
overseas. 

“Instead  of  sitting  and  waiting,  many 
Christians  overseas  are  on  the  move  in 
spreading  the  Gospel,”  Father  Van  Culin 
said. 


Classified 

RATE:  55  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $13.75  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

ADMINISTRATOR  for  girl's  home  wanted  — 
Frances  E.  Willard  Home  for  Girls  located  in  Tulsa. 
Okla.  is  accepting  applications  for  an  administrator 
Interested  persons  should  send  resurqe  to  Clifton  D 
McKoy,  Executive  Director,  Rt  1.  Box  129-A,  Gore, 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION:  Valley 

Okla.  74435  Position  requires  experience  in  child 
care  field,  Master  level  preferred. 

City,  seeks  a  qualified  director  for  our  2,000  member 
congregation.  Multiple  education  staff  Outstanding 
facilities.  Established  dynamic  program  Overall 
responsibilities  for  education  ministries.  Contact 
Joan  Stultz,  9736  Larson,  Overland  Park.  Kan  or  call 
Linda  Mobley  (913  )  642-4400. 

SEEKING  ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER  position; 
male;  mature;  well  experienced  in  all  types  services 
and  recitals.  Wish  to  develop  Westminster  Choir 
School  type  of  program  affecting  all  ages  Piano  and 
Organ  teaching.  Prefer'nearby  College  or  Seminary 
connection  for  class  teaching  in  Church  Music 

HOLY  LAND  ei  jht  day  tour  leaving  October  8,  1979. 
Write  Pastor  Walter  Wnek,  81  Main  St.,  Coventry, 
R.I  02893. 

5512,  Alexandria,  La  71301 

WANTED:  Trained  full-time  Director  of  Music  and 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 
with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  901  Clay  St..  Houston,  Tex.  77002. 

members  Salary  negotiable  Position  currently 
open.  Contact  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  26 
W  Third  St..  Mavsville,  Ky  41056,  Walton  Gardner, 

HOW  TO  STOP  SMOKING.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed 

Pastor 

Send  only  $2  99  now  Enterprises.  Box  15304, 
Chesapeake.  Virginia 23320. 

HOLY  LAND,  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY. 
Egypt  (including  Luxor),  Rhine  River  cruise.  18 

HANDBELLS,  Handbell  accessories.  "We  sell  -  We 
repair."  Handbells,  P.O.  Box  6124,  St.  Matthews,  Ky. 

days.  August  1980  For  brochure:  Rev.  Wayne 
E.  Williams,  1420  Newport  Avenue,  San  Jose,  CA 
95125 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  growing 
congregation  in  Houston  area.  Housing  provided, 
competitive  salary  Creative  —  experienced  — 
energetic  person  to  work  with  7th  grade  and  above. 
Send  resume:  B  Felker,  401  Present  Street.  Missouri 
City,  Tex.  77459.  (713)  499-3502. 

TWO  GREAT  TOURS!  Oct  16-31,  our  fifth  Holy 

Lands  tour  including  a  5-dav  cruise  following  the 
Journeys  of  St.  Paul  in  the  Mediterranean  area  and 
visits  to  Israel,  Egypt  and  Greece.  June  12-27,  1980 
including:  Southern  Europe  and  passion  play  at 
Oberammergau.  Travel  with  Dr  and  Mrs.  Forrest 

ATTEND  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLA\ 
Summer  1980,  16  Days,  Travel  in  Austria, 

Yugoslavia.  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary  Lucile  &  Bob 
Sanders,  tour  hosts.  Box  11351,  Ft  Worth,  Tex.  76109. 

Wichita,  Kans.  67208,  (316  )  698-2835 

WILL  DONATE  six  sanctuary  lights  to  any  church 
interested  Contact  Barren  Run  UM  Church  R.  D.  si. 

8-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  -  January  1980 

Christian  Group  Forming  Now  Hosts  needed. 
WOMITO,  P.O.  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs,  Fla. 
33166. 

Kenneth  Smith  (412)  872  8664 

NEEDLEPOINT  the  United  Methodist  symbol 
Handpainted  on  a  =14  Zweigart  canvas  to  fit  5  x  7 

FUND  RAISING.  Church  related  since  1948  Sunrise 
Seminar  Campaign,  copyrighted  plan.  Raise  $100,000 

Catalogue  available  $1  00  ppd  Newport  Needlepoint, 
Box  837  MO,  Newport,  R.  I  02840 

professional  fees  Call  for  free  information  (913  )  273- 
  5378. 

TWELVE.  12-FOOT  PEWS  FOR  SALE.  Made  by  L 

L.  Sams  and  Co.;  are  ten  years  old,  seats 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  wanted  The  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Akron,  New  York.  (New  York- 
West  Conference)  has  an  immediate  opening  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Music  organist  and  director 
of  three  choirs  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  7  Church  Street, 
Akron,  N.Y.  14001,  c/o  Richard  Brown. 

'upholstered  in  gold  material,  Philippine  mahogany 
wood.  In  good  condition.  $100.00  each  or  all  twelve  to 
one  buyer  for  $900  00.  Contact  Horseshoe  Drive 
United  Methodist  Church,  P  O  Box  5512, 
Alexandria,  La  71301 :  Telephone  (318  )  442-1984 

RETIRED  PERSONS  able  to  drive  and  meet 
"potential  supporters"  on  Long  Island.  N.Y  to 

HISTORY  OF  MERIDIAN  COLLEGE  1907-1927  in 
Central  Texas  Conference.  Lists  of  trustees, 
teachers,  graduates,  students.  230  pages,  pictures, 
index  Cloth.  Texian  Press  1979.  Price  $13  50  postpaid 
and  including  tax.  Order  from  author  Rebecca  D 
Radde.  Route  2.  Meridian,  Texas  76665 

generate  support  for  Ministry  to  Aged.  Commission 
and  expenses  Reply  Texas  Methodist,  Box  221076- 
RP.  Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 

CURIOUS  ABOUT  GOOD  NEWS*'  Find  out  about 
this  UM  evangelical  movement  firsthand.  For  free 
sample  copy  of  magazine  and  other  information, 
write  Good  News,  Box  165,  308  East  Main  Street. 
Wilmore.  Ky.  40390. 

PASSION  PLAY  —  Visit  Oberammergau,  Germany 

Tour  consists  of  17  days  and  6  major  European  cities 
plus  Oberammergau  located  in  the  beautiful 
Bavarian  Alps.  Tour  is  first  class  with  arrangements 
handled  by  Hulda  Warren  Travel  Agency  Only  30 
spaces  available  and  commitment  must  be  made  by 
September  1, 1979.  Don't  miss  this  once  in  a  life  time 
opportunity  —  Call  Now!!'  Days  (214)  742-5858. 
Nights  and  weekends  341-2578.  Tommy  DeGaugh, 
1905  Commerce,  Dallas,  Tex.  75201 . 

CANADA  MARITIME  TOUR,  Dallas  Sept  14th 

visiting  Nova  Scotia-New  Brunswick  Puerta 
Vallarte,  November  23rd  Passion  Play.  Germany 
1980  Bess  Loudermilk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas.  Texas 
75205 

RETIRED0  Unique  Village  -  live  independently, 
inexpensively,  ranch  house.  Life  lease  $7,500  or  $75 
month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees.  Apartments,  too.  National  Church  Residences, 
Waverly,  Ohio,  45690 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  8-days  visiting  the  Dead  Sea, 
Bethlehem,  Nazareth.  Capernaum  and  other  biblical 
places  Price  $895  Date  to  leave,  Jan  30,  -1980 
Contact  Rev.  Bill  Bauer,  c/o  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Queen  City.  Texas  75572. 

ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  OF  NURSES  -  Colorado 
Opportunity  for  an  R.  N.  looking  for  a  change  and  a 
challenge  To  check  this  opportunity  in  a  65-bed  com¬ 
munity-owned,  church-operated  nursing  homfc 
contact  Administrator,  Pioneers  Nursing  Home, 

Rockv  Ford,  Col  81067  Phone  (303  )  254-3314  1 

youth  Ministries.  Active,  growing  church  of  1,100, 
town  11,000  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Frank  Jones, 
Pastor,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  7th  &  Main, 
Carthage,  Missouri  64836  (day  (417  )  358-2577, 
night  (417)  358-2970) 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 
or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  16  cents;  100,  $15.00; 
bronze  cross,  $1.50;  poems,  "Cross  in  my  Pocket,”  2 
cents.  Plus  postage.  Crosses  —  2,  1313  Falls  Church, 
Raleigh.  N.C  27609. 

^ALBUQUERQUE'S  FIRST  United  Methodist  Church 

SEPTEMBER  18  18-DAY  MIDDLE  EAST  including? 
Baghdad.  Damascus,  Jordan,  Israel,  and  Athens 
October  1-8  12th  Pentecostal  World  Conference. 
November  19  11-Day  Damascus/Jordan/Israel  with 
Athens.  11-Day  Hoiy  Land  and  8-Day  Holy  Land 

*£1,600  members)  seeks  enthusiastic,  creative  person 
to  stimulate  and  expand  Christian  Education  and 
organize  programs  designed  to  enrich  life  and 
management  skills.  If  interested  contact  Rev 
Leonard  Gillingham  for  job  description.  P.O.  Box 
1638,  Albuquerque.  New  Mexico  87103  (  505  )  243-5646 

Tours,  P.O  Box  506,  Elizabethtown.  Ky  42701.  (502) 
769-5900. 

THE  BEST  OF  SOUTH  AMERICA:  Sept  28-Oct  19 
Best  places  to  see.  Congenial  travel  companions. 
Experienced  host  “Your  vacation  should  be  fun." 
Write  immediately:  Rev  Frederick  Marsh,  First 
Church,. 1320  Main,  Houston.  Tex,  77002  (713  )  652- 
2999 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  Gulfside  Assembly, 
Waveland,  MS.  Lay  person  or  ordained  clergy  person 
Job  description  and  qualifications  available  upon 

BEginning  date  of  employment.  February  1,  1980 
Salary  range  —  $15,000-18,000  plus  housing  and  fringe 
benefits.  Contact:  Search  Committee  Task  Force, 
c/o  Charles  P  Kellogg,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston.  Ill 
60201 

FOR  SALE:  School  buses  in  good  condition.  Would 
makoideal  buses  for  church  or  gospel  groups.  Phone 
(8140  425-7336  or  write  Ernest  R.  Oakes.  RD  =1, 
Cochranton.  Pa.  16314.  ! 
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Conf.  Youth 
Act  As  Pages 

The  National  Youth  Convocation  was 
held  at  Dillard  University  in  New 
Orleans  this  week.  There  were  many 
youth  groups  from  the  Conference  who 
visited  the  Convocation;  but  29  worked 
particularly  hard.  They  served  as  pages. 


Slidell 

Thibodaux 
New  Orleans 
Lake  Charles 
DeRidder 
Iowa 

Shreveport 


Jena 

Alexandria 

Minden 

Monroe 

Denham  Springs 
Rosedale 
Baton  Rouge 


Amy  Bunnell 
Christopher  Murphy 
Charlotte  Monk 
Timothy  Moody 
Danita  Noland 
Cindy  Curl 
Kathy  Allen 
Hebert  Kelly 
Laura  DeFreese 
Dicki  Rice 
Jennifer  Wilburn 
Kathy  Snelling 
Chuck  Sleeth 
Edward  Corley 
Rodney  Rone 
Hal  Gulley 
Shawn  McCoy 
Michelle  Jordan 
Susan  Hill 
Paulette  Johnese 
Allison  Potts 
Jeff  May 
Stan  Williams 
Michael  Wilson 
Connis  Holloman 
Terrilyn  Davis 
Carol  Peters 

Bogalusa  Jeff  Watts 

Gibsland  Gi  Gi  Nolte 

If  we  misspelled  a  name,  we 
apologize.  The  list  was  dictated  over  the 
phone  and  “dictatee  could  not  spell,  and 
“dictator”  could  not  read.  Thanks  to  all 
29  for  a  hard  week  of  w  ork  representing 
the  Conference  in  such  a  fine  way. 

Our  Father’s  World 

On  this.  “OUR  FATHER’S  WORLD,” 

We  are  truly  sold. 

For  HE  did  not  leave  anything  untold. 

All  HIS  creations  are  wonders  to  behold. 

As  for  HIS  children,  we  are  told. 

Each  is  made  from  a  different  mold. 

Our  hands  we  should  all  fold. 

Giving  thanks  to  HIM  for  carrying  our 
load. 

—Mary  E.  Hutchinson 

International 


Conference 

Announced 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  NORTH 
CAROLINA  —  Plans  for  an  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference,  which  is  to 
be  held  in  Cornwall,  England  in  July 
1980,  were  released  to  the  North 
American  Section  Meeting  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  held  here  last  week 
More  than  a  thousand  young  people  are 
expected  to  attend  the  conference  which 
is  being  organized  as  part  of  the  World 
Evangelism  Program  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

The  Conference  will  take  place  from 
22nd  to  29th  July  and  will  be  centered  in 
the  Truro  Boys  School.  It  will  be  open 
to  all  young  people  from  15  to  30 
years  of  age.  For  registration  and 
accommodation  the  cost  will  be  $35,  food 
being  available  for  purchase  in  the 
grounds  and  the  school  cafeteria. 

The  purpose  of  the  Conference  will  be 
to  call  today’s  youth  to  commitment  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  to  challenge  and  train 
them  to  share  in  the  evangelization  of  the 
world.  Outstanding  international 
speakers  and  musicians  will  lead  the 
conference,  in  which  also  there  will  be 
extensive  youth  participation.  The 
program  will  include  daily  Bible  study, 
seminars  and  workshops  and  a  nightly 
evangelical  happening.  The  Rev.  Dr  Don 
English  will  lead  the  Bible  studies. 
SpeciaJ  rallies  will  be  held  at  Gwennap 
Pit  where  John  Wesley  preached  17  times 
to  Cornish  miners  and  in  famous  Truro 
Cathedral. 

“The  Cornwall  Conference  will  be  one 
of  the  great  events  of  World 
Evangelism,”  Dr  Alan  Walker  said  in 
announcing  the  conference.  “We  hope  to 
send  thousands  of  young  people  back  to 
their  own  countries  aflame  with  Jesus 
Christ.” 


Dr.  Tex  Sample,  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  is  shown 
lecturing  during  the  Pastor’s 
School  which  was  held  on  the 
campus  of  Centenary  College. 
Pastor’s  School  is  a  time  of 
hearing  lectures  —  this  year. 
"The  Pastor  as  Educator”  was 
the  theme.  It  is  time  for 
fellowship  with  other  ministers 
and  their  wives,  of  buying  new 
books,  of  having  a  time  for 
worship,  and  of  recapturing 
anew  what  it  is  to  be  a  minister 
in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

You’re  Kidding! 

When  a  man  says  he  can’t  keep 
awake  through  a  30-minute  sermon, 
but  stays  home  with  his  700-column 
newspaper,  he's  got  to  be  kidding. 

When  a  man  says  Sunday  is  his  only 
day  of  rest,  and  gets  up  at  6  a.m.  to  go 
hunting,  or  spends  the  day  on  a  golf 
course,  he's  got  to  be  kidding. 

When  a  man  says  he  can't  afford  to 
tithe,  but  lives  in  a  comfortable  home, 
drives  a  new  car,  eats  well,  clothes  his 
family  with  stylish  clothes,  he’s  got  to 
be  kidding. 

When  a  man  says  he  doesn't  have 
time  for  Christ  and  His  church,  then 
spends  evenings  shopping,  bowling, 
watching  television,  who  is  he  kidding? 

Certainly  not  God! 


These  nineteen  youth  and  adults  attended  the 
Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry  Enterprise  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  in 
July.  This  leadership  training  event  featured  small  groups 
and  classes  on  a  variety  of  youth  concerns.  Rev.  Bert  Scott, 
Intern  Program  Director  for  the  Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers,  led  the  class  in  Human  Relations.  Those  attending 
were  ( (front,  1  to  r) :  Jeff  May,  Nelwyn  Curtis,  Judy  Lee,  Kim 
Caldwell,  and  Brenda  Rainbolt;  (second,  1  to  r)  Jeff 
Blakeman,  Celeste  Forrest,  Stacy  Gourrier,  Pam  Cole,  Matt 
Jacocks,  Susan  Hill,  Rebecca  Allred,  and  Arietta  Franks; 
(back,  1  to  r)  Kathi  Finnell,  Randy  Nichols,  Laura  Pope, 
Aimee  Munson.  Bert  Scott,  and  Rex  Dalaune.  . , 


A  reception  honoring  the  newly  appointed  Monroe  District 
Superintendent,  Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  and  his  wife, 
Mabel,  was  held  in  the  parlor  of  the  First  UMC,  Monroe,  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  July  22nd.  Members  of  the  Monroe 
District  Parsonettes  and  the  District  UMW  hosted  the  event. 
A  large  number  of  ministers  and  friends  from  throughout  the 
district  were  on  hand  to  greet  the  McGuires.  Pictures  ( 1  to  r) 
are  Mrs.  McGuire,  Dr.  McGuire,  and  Mrs.  Larry  O’Dell, 
president  of  the  District  Parsonettes. 

Talk- About  School 


Priorities  Listed 

Some  of  you  'have  asked  what  order  we 
use  in  selecting  what  gets  printed  in 
LUM.  Perhaps  it  would  help  if  we  printed 
the  priorities  here. 

1  —  The  first  thing  is  “news  about  Con 
ference  events”:  meetings,  special 
offerings,  events  that  have  to  do  with  the 
program  of  the  Annual  Conference.  We 
receive  press  releases  from  TM/UMR. 
United  Methodist  Communications,  and 
many  others,  about  the  whole  con¬ 
nection;  but  those  are  normally  report¬ 
ed  elsewhere  in  the  paper  and  any  dupli¬ 
cation  would  be  superfluous. 

2  —  The  second  priority  will  be 
features  about  persons  or  churches  that 
are  doing  something  different.  The  story 
about  John  Wesley  at  Aldersgate  was  one 
of  those;  the  feature  about  Rev.  Rick 
Hebert  was  another.  We  will  try  to  do 
those  as  we  have  them  sent  to  us,  or  as 
you  make  us  aware  of  them. 

3  —  We  plan  to  continue  the  “Around 
the  Conference”  feature.  It  will  be  a 
series  of  short  articles  about  things  going 
on  —  many  of  which  other  churches  are 
doing  —  so  that  you  can  have  a  glimpse  of 
the  countless  activities  of  local  churches 
Many  churches  have  car  washes,  or  work 
camps,  or  mission  projects,  and,  perhaps 
reporting  those  is  not  “news."  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  think  it  is  “news”  that  a 
lot  of  exciting  things  are  being  done,  and 
you  need  to  have  just  a  taste  of  what 
Louisiana  Methodism  is  about. 

After  that,  we  will  use  whatever 
articles,  pictures,  etc.,  that  we  receive 
from  you  which  fits  the  space  available 
and  that  gives  as  much  balance  as 
possible  to  different  parts  of  the 
conference,  different  types  of  activity, 
and  the  like. 

So  far,  we  have  used  just  about 
everything  that  has  been  sent  in;  so  we 
hope  that  you  will  keep  on  sending. 


NoUey  NOTEables 

The  Nolley  NOTEables,  a  youth  choir 
from  Jena,  are  a  group  of  49  Junior  High 
and  Senior  High  singers  and  musicians 
who  present  a  choral  service  of  worship. 
*‘The  unique  combination  of  liturgy, 
hymns  of  praise  and  contemporary 
anthems  produces  a  twentieth  century 
proclamation  of  the  Christian  faith  in  a 
warm  and  vital  manner,”  according  to 
Mrs.  Erma  Adams,  Youth  Director. 

In  the  past  two  years,  this  choir  has 
toured  9  states;  and  this  summer  they 
have  toured  5  more.  The  group  gives 
many  hours  to  rehearsals  and  fund 
raising  in  order  to  make  the  Annual 
Mission  Tour  for  Christ,  witnessing  in 
concert  and  by  their  conduct. 

The  choir  is  under  the  direction  of  Mr 
Paul  D.  Fellows,  III.  Mrs.  Annette 
Honeycutt  is  the  pianist;  and  Mrs.  Sally 
Griffin  is  the  assistant  director.  Edward 
Corley  and  Andy  Long  play  guitars; 
Kristin  Welch  and  Allen  Kendrick  play 
the  trumpets,  and  Chuck  Sleeth  plays  the 
drums  for  the  group. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  A. 
lowell,  Jr.  were  honored  by  the 
congregation  of  First  UMC, 
owa  with  a  party  and  a  gift 
vhen  they  returned  for  a 
;econd  year  to  the  charge. 


Zachary  UM  hosted  a  “talk-about” 
School  of  Missions  for  the  BRH  District. 
Approximately  36  representatives  from 
area  churches  attended,  with 
presentations  being  made  by  the  District 
Officers,  who  reported  on  the  three 
studies  recommended  for  UMW  groups 
in  the  coming  year.  “Human  Rights  and 
the  International  Order”  was  presented 
by  Mrs.  Lou  Alexander;  “The  Parables 
of  Jesus”  was  given  by  Mrs.  Ola  Fisher  ; 
and  “Middle  East  Mosaics"  was  done  by 
Bernice  Thompson. 

Area  churches  represented  were 
Clinton,  Asbury;  Zachary:  Jefferson; 
Clinton  Wall  Memorial;  St.  Luke;  St. 
James;  Donaldsonville,  St.  Peter; 
Clinton,  Mt.  Zion;  Gonzales;  and  North 
Baton  Rouge. 

Following  the  meeting  and  group 
discussions,  there  was  a  "Methodist 
Covered  Dish  Luncheon.” 

Shown  in  the  picture  below  (1  to  r)  are 
the  Baton  Rouge-1  mmond  District 
officers:  Mrs.  Ruth  Bailey,  Gonzales, 
District  Membership  Chairman:  Mrs. 


Bernice  Thompson,  North  Baton  Rouge, 
District  Vice  President;  Mrs.  Lou 
Alexander.  St.  Luke’s  District 
Secretary;  Mrs.  Ola  Fisher.  Asbury 
Clinton.  Christian  Personhood  District 
Chairman;  Mrs.  Sherry  Smith.  Clinton. 
Asbury,  Christian  Global  Concerns 
District  Chairman. 


Dr.  Albert  H.  Hammond,  Jr.,  Associate  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
made  an  "on-site”  evaluation  visit  of  the  Roberts  Day  Care 
Center  in  Denham  Springs.  This  will  be  the  third  and  final 
year  that  the  Center  will  receive  funding  from  the  GCR&R. 
Shown  in  the  picture  above,  1.  to  r.,  are  Rev.  Kirby  Vining, 
superintendent  of  the  BRH  District,  Dr.  Hammond,  Rev.  C. 
L.  Hillard,  Pastor,  Elma  J.  Scott,  Director,  Joyce  W.  Primus, 
Secretary,  and  Mary  Boyd,  Chairperson  of  the  Day  Care 
Center  Committee. 


Around  The  Conference 


New  Orleans  —  The  1st  UMC 
entertained  the  youth  of  Tarrytown 
UMC.  Austin,  Texas.  The  Director  of 
Christian  Education  of  the  Tarrytown 
Church  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Woddrow 
Smith,  pastor  of  New  Orleans,  First;  so 
you  can  understand  that  Woody  was 
especially  pleased  about  the  event. 

Ruston  —  The  folks  at  Trinity,  along 
with  much  of  the  community,  are 
involved  with  the  Lincoln  Association  for 
Retarded  Citizens,  a  private  school 
which  served  infants  from  six  months  to 
3  years  of  age  and  a  sheltered  workshop, 
serving  adults  22  and  older.  The 
association  is  currently  renovating  the 
old  Greenwood  school  so  that  more 
persons  may  be  served;  and  Trinity  is 
helping  with  the  project. 

Lafayette  —  The  Asbury  Advocate 
reports  that  a  Graded  Choir  Camp  has 
been  scheduled  for  this  month.  Mrs.  Ray 
Branton  will  be  the  over-all  director  of 
the  camp,  and  the  program  will  run  from 
9:00-11:00  a.m.  There  will  be  classes  in 
piano,  guitar,  dance,  handbells,  music 
study,  crafts,  and  beginning  art. 

Sulphur  —  Henning  Memorial  is 
planning  a  series  of  services  with  Dr 
David  W.  Flude.  Some  of  the  youth  from 
the  church  who  accompanied  him*  on  a 
Mission  work  team  to  Haiti  will  also 
participate  in  the  services. 

Lake  Charles  —  Twenty-seven  youth 
from  University  and  Wesley,  Sulphur 
have  gone  to  Monterrey,  Mexico  for  a 
Work  Camp.  The  group  planned  to 
plaster  walls,  lay  tile,  repair  woodwork 
on  two  churches.  They  will  also  tear 
down  a  building  (you  have  always  heard 
youth  were  good  at  that,  so  they  are 
doing  it! ),  and  build  a  basketball  court. 

Shreveport  —  The  Chapel  Choir  made 
a  "Western  Tour”  with  concerts  in 
Sweetwater,  El  Paso.  Dumas,  Texas; 
Tucson  and  Flagstaff,  Arizona;  Kanub, 
Utah;  and  Los  Alamos,  New  Mexico  A 
non-musical  highlight  of  the  tour  was  the 
“mule-train”  trip  down  into  the  Grand 
Canyon  by  the  47  singers.  The  note  we 


received  did  not  say.  but  we  assume  that 
Dr.  Dykes  sang  the  special  music  while 
the  choir  was  gone 

Monroe  —  First  UMC  has  concluded  a 
“Summer  Program”  for  the  young 
children  of  the  church  There  were  crafts 
and  films  at  the  church;  field  trips 
included  visits  to  Borden’s  Dairy,  the 
Coca-Cola  plant,  the  Weather  Station  at 
N.L.U. ;  the  airport.  KNOE-TV  studios, 
and  McDonald's  (one  can  guess  what 
happened  at  the  latter  place! ) 

Havnesville  —  While  the  parsonage 
family  was  on  vacation.  Bill  Mayfield, 
who  teaches  the  Men’s  Bible  Class  at 
First  UMC,  led  the  worship  services  at 
Shongaloo;  and  Russell  Davis,  a  member 
of  the  Arcadia  UMC  and  a  Certified  Lay 
Speaker,  conducted  the  worship  services 
in  Haynesville 

Monroe  —  The  Burke  Home  Group, 
UMW  (and  their  husbands)  entertained 
the  boys  of  Redbud  Cottage  at  L.T.I. 
during  July.  There  were  games, 
contests,  and  a  birthday  party 
celebration  for  those  who  were  one  year 
older  during  the  month.  We  understand 
this  is  an  ongoing  project  of  the  UMW  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church. 

Lake  Charles  —  The  District  School  of 
Missions  will  be  held  on  Sunday.  August 
26th  at  First  UMC.  Instructors  will  be: 
“Middle  East  Mosaic”  —  Mrs.  Lillie  Mae 
Pomeroy  .  “Human  Rights  and  the  Inter¬ 
national  Order”  —  Mrs.  Marjorie  Jacks; 
“The  Parables  of  Jesus:  Glimpses  of  the 
New  Age”  —  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy. 

New  Orleans  —  Peck  UMC  celebrated 
its  first  United  Effort  on  Sunday,  July 
15th.  in  the  eleven  o'clock  service  Mrs. 
Beverly  Stephens  Favre,  the  newly 
appointed  coordinator  for  the  Women’s 
Department  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
was  the  guest  speaker  Mrs.  Favre’s 
subject  was  “Uniting  Our  Lives  For 
Christ  and  Self.”  Rev.  Nathaniel  P 
Williams  is  the  minister  and  Mr. 
Romalice  Ellis  and  Mrs.  Vera  G. 
Jackson  were  co-chairpersons  of  this 
celebration. 


THREE  GENERATIONS  ATTEND  CONFERENCE 
SCHOOL  OF  MISSIONS  —  Mrs.  Nancy  Carruth  ( right ) ,  Dean 
of  the  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission,  held  recently 
at  Centenary  College,  welcomes  three  generations  of  the 
Ormsby  family,  in  attendance  from  David  Haas  Memorial 
UMC,  Bunkie.  From  left  —  Mrs.  F.  G.  Ormsby;  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Jack  Cochran,  and  granddaughter,  Mrs. 
Janie  Sykes. 
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‘Good  News’  has  valid  role,  but 
should  practice  what  is  preached 


The  recent  call  by  the  chairman  of  the 
“Good  News’’  caucus.  Dr.  Paul  Mickey, 
for  the  UMC  to  recognize  and  deal  with 
its  current  “theological  and  spiritual 
crisis”  is  on  target  in  its  general  outlines 
( see  TM/UMR.  August  3). 

Among  other  things,  Dr.  Mickey 
suggested  the  need  for  a  clearer  spelling 
out  of  our  denomination’s  basic 
theological  principles,  episcopal 
leadership  based  more  on  theological 
and  moral  principles  and  less  on 
organizational  discipline,  and  an  end  to 
different  groups  within  the  church 
denouncing  each  other. 

Given  past  positions  advocated  by 
"Good  News”  as  well  as  action  taken  at 
the  most  recent  “Good  News”  meeting, 
however,  it  is  difficult  for  one  not  to  feel 
uneasy  about  the  specific  ways  Dr. 
Mickey  and  "Good  News”  would  have 
the  church  deal  with  its  “theological  and 
spiritual  crisis.” 

Take  “pluralism.”  for  example.  Dr. 
Mickey  has  written  off  “pluralism”  as 
having  promised  “something  for 
everyone”  only  to  deliver  “nothing  to 
everyone.”  It  does  not  take  a  highly 
sophisticated  observer  of  life  in  the  UMC 
today  to  recognize  that  “pluralism”  has 


Christians  don’t 
all  think  alike 


The  recent  comments  by  former 
Senator  Harold  Hughes  of  Iowa  about 
Christians  and  politics  (see  TM/UMR. 
Aug.  3)  are  worth  serious  consideration 
in  light  of  the  number  of  political 
organizations  currently  trying  to  rally 
voters  to  their  causes  by  claiming 
Christian  motives. 

Chief  among  these  so-called  “religious/ 
political”  groups  —  at  least  in  terms 
of  publicity  generated  —  has  been 
“Christian  Voice,”  an  organization 
which  hopes  to  create  a  bloc-vote  of 
several  million  “Bible-believing,  born- 
again,  evangelical  Christians”  to  elect 
national  leaders  who  will  “turn  our 
nation  back  toward  God." 

The  premise  of  this  group,  and  others 
like  it,  is  that  if  a  person  is  born  again  in 
Jesus  Christ,  he  or  she  will  see  eye  to  eye 
with  all  other  born-again  believers  on 
political  issues. 

We  can  offer  no  better  advice 
regarding  this  claim  than  that  offered  by 
Senator  Hughes:  “If  you  are  foolish 
enough  to  vote  for  someone  just  because 
that  person  claims  to  be  a  born-again 
Christian  and  you  assume  he  will  have 
the  same  political  answers  you  do,  then 
you  will  always  be  disappointed.” 

As  with  most  sectors  of  life,  there  are 
no  shortcuts  to  wisdom  in  the  political 
arena.  As  citizens,  Christians  have  a 
responsibility  to  approach  political 
issues  by  first  becoming  informed,  then 
by  careful  and  prayerful  consideration  of 
how  God  calls  them  to  respond  in  each 
situation. 

To  support  or  reject  a  political 
candidate  or  decide  on  an  issue  based 
solely  on  whether  some  special  interest 
group  labels  it  “Christian  or 
“unchristian”  is  naive  and  ridiculous  — 
both  politically  and  religiously. 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

With  TM/UMR’s  Aug.  3  issue,  about 
400  subscriber-families  at  Tomball  UMC 
in  Tomball.  Texas  (Texas  Annual 
Conference)  began  receiving  a  local 
church  edition. 

Each  week  Tomball  UMC  subscribers 
will  receive  a  special  edition  of  TM/UMR 
with  their  own  local  church  news  printed 
on  the  front  page,  annual  conference 
news  printed  on  the  back  page  and 
general  church  news  and  comment 
printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome.” 


not  worked  out  as  fruitfully  in  fact  as  it 
was  described  on  paper  by  our  church’s 
doctrinal  study  commission.  But  neither 
is  “pluralism”  as  totally  bankrupt  of 
value  and  validity  as  Dr.  Mickey 
suggest* 

The  principle  of  “pluralism  is  deeply 
imbedded  in  Wesleyan  theology,  a  fact 
which  is  seemingly  overlooked  by  Dr. 
Mickey  and  “Good  News.”  What  is 
needed  to  deal  with  our  church’s  present 
crisis  is  not  an  abandonment  of 
“pluralism”  and  diversity,  but  a  clearer 
focus  on  those  Christian  principles  and 
doctrines  which  all  United  Methodists 
should  hold  in  common.  The  replacement 
of  “pluralism”  with  the  type  of  tightly 
drawn  and  doctrinally  narrow  creedal 
statement  necessary  to  satisfy  “Good 
News”  would  produce  a  new  crisis  as  bad 
as,  or  worse  than,  the  one  now  facing  our 
church. 

Take  “denunciation,”  as  another 
example.  “Good  News”  has  participated 
actively  both  in  the  giving  and  receiving 
of  denunciations.  In  fact,  our  chief 
criticism  of  “Good  News”  over  the  years 
has  been  the  negativity  of  its  approach.  It 
is,  therefore,  ironic  that  Dr.  Mickey 
chose  to  single  out  for  denunciation  three 
general  board  executives,  whom  he 
alleges  have  supported  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals,  in  the  same  address  in 
which  he  called  for  an  end  to  denuncia¬ 
tions. 

We  continue  to  affirm  the  existence  of 
“Good  News”  and  believe  this  group  has 
an  important  contribution  to  make  as  one 
part  of  the  UMC’s  pluralistic  member¬ 
ship.  We  believe  this  group’s  influence 
would  be  greater  in  the  church  and  more 
useful  to  Christ’s  Kingdom,  however,  if  it 
would  offer  less  simplistic  solutions  to 
complex  problems,  and  if  it  would  more 
fully  practice  what  it  preaches. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


TH«  UNITED 
METHOCHST 


<:uii:«ia:fl 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager.  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller;  Cecil 
Copeland,  Data  Processing;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Debbie  Christian, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
Kay  Fielder,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Clyde  Chesnutt  and  Bud 
Herron,  Associate  Editors;  Sharon 
Mielke,  Senior  Staff  Writer;  Judy 
Elswick,  Staff  Writer;  Otto  Nall, 
Contributing  Editor;  Production: 
Bill  Sybert,  General  Manager, 
TM/UMR  Productions;  George 
Wilhelm,  Printing  Plant  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Ke porter  <USPS954S00>  Is 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
rexas  and  published  weekly  by  the  Newspaper 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St..  Dallas.  Texas 
75212.  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  The  Texas 
Methodist  newspaper.  The  Reporter  maintains  no 
official  relationship  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  to  any  of  the 
denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies,  but 
does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for  39  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  which  publish 
special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  United  Methodism's 
membership.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  are  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  publisher,  but  represent 
the  opinions  of  the  Reporter  s  editorial  staff. 
Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  In  the 
Reporter  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO : 

P.O.  Box  221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes.) 


AS  COHCtMlP 

LIGHTING  ENERGY... 

CHRISTIANS,  WE  MUST 

HEATING  ENERGY... 

po  ALL  WE  CAN  IN 

COOLING  ENERGY... 

OUR  OWN  HOMES  TO 

automotive 

CONSERVE  ENERGY 

ENERGY... 

{  r  \ 

1 1 • O 

■Mr* 

Ml  tM 

Cv  ^  Lk 

^  V  ^  / 

ifr 

AND  CALORIC 

I  VOH'T  KNOW 

ENER&Y, 

H OW  I  WALK 

DSART 

INTO  THESE 

THINGS 

_ 

L  e,  T-J 

X  7 

QJ? 

_ 

_ 

crfs  ti 

Here  I  Stand 

World  hunger  problem  needs 
action  rooted  in  Christian  hope 


ByALVENA  BIERI 
One  day  last  week  I  spent  $50  at 
Humpty  Dumpty.  One  day  this  week  I’ll 
spend  a  similar  amount.  One  hundred 
dollars  is  almost  a  third  of  the  per  capita 
yearly  income  of  most  people 
of  the  world. 


world  starving  to  death.  It  is  also  that 
without  basic  food  needs  being  met,  they 
become  sick  and  weak  and  fall  prey  to 
diseases  that  our  healthy  children  can 
fight  off  easily. 


We.  as  North  Americans,  still  spend 
less  than  20  percent  of  our  income  on 
food,  but  many  of  the  world’s  poor  spend 
almost  all  theirs  for  a  subsistence. 

Arthur  Simon,  writing  in  “Bread  for 
the  World,”  makes  a  trenchant 
comparison  which  points  out  the 
disparity  of  income  in  the  world.  New 
York  City,  with  a  population  of  about 
eight  million,  has  an  annual  budget  about 
the  same  size  as  the  entire  nation  of  India 
—  a  country  with  600  million  people.  And 
per  capita  income  in  the  United  States  is 
about  50  times  that  of  India. 


According  to  statistics  from  Church 
World  Service,  the  estimated  world 
population  of  children  under  15  is  more 
than  1.3  billion.  Of  these,  75  percent  live 
in  countries  with  per  capita  income  of 
less  than  $500  a  year.  Obviously,  poverty 
and  hunger  go  hand  in  hand.  The  tragedy 
is  not  just  a  matter  of  children  in  this 


It  seems  at  first  glance  that  if  people 
are  hungry,  maybe  there  are  simply  too 
many  people  to  feed.  Therefore,  it  would 
make  sense  to  lower  the  population  by 
birth  control.  But  consider:  more 
children  may  mean  poverty,  but  poverty 
increases  the  desire  for  a  large  family  in 
poor  cultures  where  children  are  one  of 
the  few  forms  of  wealth.  Mr.  Simon  has 
observed  that  the  best  population  control 
is  a  rising  standard  of  living.  He  says, 
“Only  where  the  benefits  of  healthy 
economic  growth  are  spread  among  the 
poor,  and  where  the  rate  of  infant 
mortality  approaches  that  of  the  rich 
nations,  do  people  feel  secure  enough  to 
have  small  families.” 


Mr.  Simon’s  conclusion  about  the 
relation  between  poverty  and  population 
is  illustrated  by  a  comparison  of  China 
and  India.  China,  which  has  generally 
improved  life  for  its  people,  has  slowed 
its  birth  rate.  India,  which  has  tried 
widespread  birth  control  education,  has 


Christians  responsible  for  earth 


By  DEBRA  FRANK 

I  don’t  own  a  car.  My  feet,  my  bicycle 
and  the  local  bus  supply  most  of  my 
transportation  needs.  I  also  beg  a  few 
rides. 

Therefore,  I  wasn’t  personally  aware 


of  the  gasoline  problem  until  recently.  I 
had  bummed  a  ride  to  New  Paltz,  New 
York,  with  some  friends,  a  trip  of  a  few 
hundred  miles.  When  we  wanted  to 
return,  all  the  gas  stations  were  closed. 

We  finally  found  an  open  station  the 


Lack  of  commitment  is  downfall 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  am  continually  amazed  as  I  peruse 
the  pages  of  TM/UMR  by  the  various 
things  that  I  read.  We  are  constantly 
questioning  the  reasons  for  the  decline  of 
our  denomination,  yet  we  regularly 
publish  the  reasons. 

What  I  mean  by  this,  is  that  in  the  last 
four  months  I  have  seen  the  cancellation 
of  two  very  important  and  timely 
conferences:  the  first  one  on  the 
“Responsibility  of  the  Church  to  the 
Aged,”  and  the  second,  “The  Convo¬ 
cation  on  Missions.”  We  can  attribute 
these  things  to  a  lot  of  great  cop-outs  like 
the  energy  crisis,  or  busy  schedules,  or  a 
multitude  of  other  weak  reasons. 

I  submit  that  it  is  the  total  apathy  and 
lack  of  commitment  that  serves  as  our 
downfall.  We  are  so  wrapped  up  in  our 
own  individual  lives  that  we  forget  our 
calling  and  responsibility  to  the  world  as 
Christians.  It  seems  that  we  can  always 
find  the  time  and  energy  resources  to  do 
what  we  really  want  to  do. 

Church  administration  has  taken  the 
place  of  pastoral  care,  and  the  over¬ 
whelming  need  to  survive  has  blinded 
our  eyes  to  exactly  how  to  do  it.  We  can 
blame  our  failures  on  the  world.  We  can 
say  that  we  live  in  a  changing  culture 
that  just  doesn’t  feel  the  need  to  go  to 
church,  but  when  we  do  so,  we  lie  to 
ourselves. 

Christianity  is  a  minority  among  the 
world  religions.  Christianity  in  Western 
culture  has  become  a  soft  and  easily 
swallowed  piece  of  candy.  We  allow  the 
“if  it  feels  good,  do  it”  mentality  to  the 
point  where  we  make  “SIN”  a  part  of 
history  and  give  it  our  blessing  (eg. 
homosexuality). 

John  Wesley,  the  founder  of  our 
denomination,  knew  and  understood 
human  nature  and  developed  out  of  that 
understanding  the  class  system,  that  was 
founded  upon  a  strict  discipline  and 
doctrine.  Wesley  had  no  time  for  apathy, 
and  the  lame  excuses  we  now  use  for  our 
continual  decline.  If  we  look  seriously  to 
our  past  and  to  our  future  and  examine  it 
by  means  of  the  Wesleyan  quadrilateral 
(i.e.  scripture,  tradition,  experience  and 
reason),  I  believe  that  we  will  and  can 
see  a  turn  around  in  our  church,  to  the 
glory  and  the  full  realization  of  God’s 
Kingdom. 

Tudor  D.  Lance 
Alhambra,  California 

Let  Jesus  decide! 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Daryl  M.  Davis'  letter  in  the  July 
20  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  column  was 
quite  provocative,  to  say  the  least. 

As  I  read  his  letter,  thoughts  of  Jesus 
Christ’s  and  Paul’s  sayings  filtered 
through  my  mind  .  .  .  thoughts  like 
“Judge  not.  lest  ye  be  judged”  and 
the  glorious  “Love  Chapter”  concerning 
fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Mr.  Davis,  would 
Christ  have  “cleaned  out  the  liberals” 
and  do  you  know  what  a  liberal  is? 

I  suggest  to  Mr.  Davis  that  he  allow 
Jesus  Christ  to  decide  who  is  "born 
again”  and  who  isn’t.  And  a  history  of 
our  Bible  might  help  him  to  understand 
the  editor’s  viewpoint. 

Margaret  D.  Bigler 
Lee’s  Summit,  Missouri 


__  their  hour  of  need.  (I  agree  with  Mr. 
Davis  here.  Anybody  can  be  welcomed 
into  the  United  Methodist  Church  —  dead 
or  alive.) 

As  regards  God’s  inerrant  word:  only 
John  mentions  the  loaves  and  fishes  as 
belonging  to  a  small  boy.  Only  Luke 
mentions  that  the  thief  on  the  cross  was 
promised  eternal  life.  Only  Matthew 
gives  an  account  of  the  graves  opening, 
the  dead  arising,  etc.  at  the  resurrection. 

Yet  in  Revelation  22:18-19  we  read  “If 
anyone  adds  to  what  is  written  here,  God 
will  add  to  him  the  plagues  written  about 
in  this  book.  And  if  anyone  subtracts 
from  the  prophesies,  God  will  take  away 
his  share  in  the  tree  of  life.” 

Who,  then,  did  God  condemn? 
Matthew?  Mark?  Luke?  John?  As  a 
think-and-let-think  United  Methodist  I 
say  He  took  them  all  unto  His  bosom  — 
knowing  the  purity  of  their  hearts  and 
the  honesty  of  their  intentions. 

Finally,  speaking  personally  (as 
United  Methodism  encourages  each  of  us 
to  do)  I  will  take  my  chances  with  the 
Apostles’  Creed,  it  covers  all  —  without 
picking  nits  or  straining  at  gnats. 

Paul  Patterson 

Crane,  Texas 

Letter -wrong 

To  the  Editor; 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  the  letter  of 
Daryl  M.  Davis  (TM/UMR.  July  20).  I 
am  concerned  that  he  would  write  off  the 
call  and  ordination  to  the  Christian 
ministry  of  persons  such  as  myself  who 
disagree  with  his  theory  of  biblical 
inerrancy. 

I  consider  myself  an  evangelical  whose 
faith  rests  in  a  God  who  so  loves  me  that 
His  Son  died  and  rose  from  the  grave  to 
save  me  unto  eternal  life;  but  my  faith 
does  not  stand  or  fall  on  biblical 
inerrancy.  No  amount  of  denial,  by  Mr. 
Davis  or  others  like  him,  of  my  faith  and 
ministry  will  alter  the  fact  that  I  am  a 
child  of  God  called  to  His  ministry. 

Mr.  Davis  claims  “the  churches  that 
are  growing  and  winning  souls  are  those 
churches  that  believe  the  Bible  is  God’s 
inerrant  Word  .  .  .”  In  the  last  seven 
years,  the  church  which  I  pastored 
received  nearly  90  new  members,  the 
vast  majority  of  whom  joined  by 
profession  of  faith  or  because  they  were 
not  attending  any  church  for  various 
reasons  and  longed  to  get  back  into  the 
fellowship  of  believers.  My  theme  has 
been  and  is  the  great  doctrine  of  Jesus 
Christ,  “justice,  mercy,  and  good  faith." 

After  Mr.  Davis  cleans  the  liberals  out 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  -  he  still 
has  me.  Richard  H.  Welkley 

Troy,  New  York 


they  should. 

A  church  MUST  set  its  sights  beyond 
Us  own  local  program  and  be  a  part  of  the 
entire  KINGDOM  of  God  if  they  want 
God’s  blessing  and  His  power. 

I  truly  pray  God’s  richest  blessings  on 
a  young  minister  who  has  his  insight. 

Dorothy  Gleason  White 
Marina,  California 


Sympathy  never  tardy 


Who  do  we  believe? 

To  the  Editor: 

As  regards  Daryl  Davis  being  “Sick 
and  tired  of  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Gospel”  (TM/UMR  July  20):  By  their 
works  ye  shall  know  them.  Like  faith, 
belief  without  works  is  dead. 

Here’s  what  I  mean.  One  local  church, 
totally  inerrant  in  its  belief  in  God’s 
inerrant  word,  refused  to  hold  burial 
services  for  a  couple  of  its  errant 
brethren.  As  a  consequence,  the 
bereaved  families  turned  to  our  minister 


I  love  my  son 

Tothe'Editor: 

Loyd  Whitbeck  says  in  a  letter  to  the 
editor  in  the  July  20  issue  “nobody  loves 
a  homosexual  but  another  homosexual.” 
How  untrue!  I  love  one  —  my  son  -  and  I 
am  proud  to  share  a  church  pew  with  him 
any  time  we  have  the  opportunity! 
Christian  Methodists  must  remember 
that  homosexuals  are  not  fire-eating 
dragons  but  are  our  sons  and  daughters, 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  for  some  even 
our  mothers  and  fathers,  and  as  such 
belong  to  the  family  of  God.  We  are 
taught  to  show  and  express  agape  love 
for  all  in  the  family.  Let  us  be  about  our 
business! 

Mildred  Eychaner 
DeKalb,  Illinois 

Apportionments  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

The  "My  Witness"  article  “Apportion¬ 
ments:  worth  our  joyous  support”  by 
William  C.  Sanford  (TM/UMR,  July  13) 
really  put  a  warm  thrill  in  my  heart. 
He  has  expressed  the  real  reason  why 
churches  do  not  grow  and  witness  as 


To  the  Editor: 

Sympathy  notes  are  never  tardy. 

My  wife  of  36  years  died  in  early  July. 
Hundreds  of  friends  have  offered 
comfort  and  help,  and  God  has  used  these 
fingers  of  love  to  hasten  the  healing  of 
broken  hearts. 

But  it  is  the  late  arrival  of  cards,  calls 
and  visits  that  impress  me  most  today. 
Every  day  God  has  led  someone  to  say 
and  do  something  that  has  lifted  me 
again  and  again.  Just  reading  notes  from 
far  away  friends  that  were  mailed 
terribly  late  were  wonderfully  on  time  to 

me-  Howard  K.  Williams 

La  Porte,  Texas 

Sinners  plentiful 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  few  comments  on  the  review  of 
Merle  Johnson’s  book  on  the  “Electric 
Church”  (TM/UMR,  July  13).  I  often 
grow  tired  of  their  “easy  miracles”  glib 
phrases  and  slogans  —  but  when  I  do,  I 
can  easily  turn  them  off. 

We  need  our  local  church,  real  people 
with  everyday  problems,  to  keep  a 
proper  perspective.  But  our  pastor 
cannot  be  with  each  of  us  when  we  suffer 
or  are  troubled.  Sometimes  the  week 
between  Sundays  can  be  long,  and  we 
need  a  “lift”  from  a  Robert  Schuller,  or 
an  instructive  teacher  on  “Manna.” 

God  speaks  through  many  channels.  I 
am  thankful  for  one  TV  network,  CBN, 
that  is  not  filled  with  depressing  news, 
rock  music,  soap  operas  and  general 
cynicism. 

There  are  plenty  of  us  sinners  for  every 
minister!  (Mark  9:38-40  —  Jesus  said 
“He  that  is  not  against  us  is  for  us.”) 

Clara  Davis 
Hobbs,  New  Mexico 

Treatment  unfair 

To  the  Editor: 

Relative  to  your  July  27  editorial 
President  Carter’s  Sunday  night 
“Sermon”  looks  to  me  like  the  Lord  gave 
us  a  miracle  when  we  elected  a  born 
again  Christian  and  peanut  farmer  to  be 
President  of  the  United  States.  I  wonder 
where  the  Christians  all  went.  It  seems 
they  lambast  the  President  as  much  or 
more  than  nonChristians. 

This  reminds  me  of  the  pharisees  about 
two  thousand  years  ago.  Maybe  the 
President  turned  the  other  cheek,  and 
wanted  to  forget,  and  forgive  too  much 
for  some  folks.  It  looks  like  a  lot  of 
Democrats  in  Congress  want  to  elect  a 
Republican  President  next  time.  I  guess 
it’s  too  bad  Jimmy  Carter  couldn’t  ask 
for  their  resignations  also. 

Lester  Davis 
Clovis,  New  Mexico 

TM/UMR  appreciated 

To  the  Editor  : 

I  certainly  appreciate  receiving  your 
excellent  weekly  newspaper  on  United 
Methodism  and  related  topics!  Keep  up 
the  fine  coverage  and  comments ! 

We  are  particularly  interested  in  inter¬ 
national  developments  and  attitudes. 
Why  should  a  major  religious  group  ( in 
numbers,  at  least)  turn  against  human 
spiritual  goals  under  the  leadership  of 
one  of  their  supposedly  divine  leaders, 
who  has  assumed  authoritarian  powers 
(Iran)?  Does  the  Koran  sanction  such 
treatment?  RobertC.  Story 

Seattle,  Washington 


next  day.  The  station  closed  after  we 
gassed  up.  It  was  only  9:30a.m. 

Why  would  we  travel  hundreds  of  miles 
during  an  oil  crisis?  We  wanted  to 
observe  the  construction  of  a  solar 
greenhouse. 

Free  solar  heat  can  often  replace  or 
supplement  oil  and  electrical  heat.  So 
solar  energy  is  frequently  called  an 
“appropriate  technology.” 

Does  that  excuse  me  for  traveling 
hundreds  of  miles  to  view  the 
greenhouse?  With  the  high  price  of  gas, 
this  is  obviously  an  economic  issue.  But  it 
is  also  an  ethical  problem. 

A  songwriter  has  written,  “The  earth  is 
the  Lord’s.  Everything  in  all  the  world  is 
His.”  The  song  is  called  Psalm  24. 
Although  it  was  written  thousands  of 
years  ago,  it  contains  an  unchanging 
truth. 

The  earth  and  its  resources  belong  to 
God.  He  has  given  it  to  us  to  use  wisely. 

Now  the  earth  is  in  crisis.  We  have 
botched  our  God-given  job.  Fossil  fuels 
such  as  oil  and  coal  are  being  used  up  at 
an  alarming  rate.  Nuclear  energy  is  too 
dangerous  to  use. 

Crisis.  Alarm.  Danger. 

What  can  the  concerned  person  of 
conscience  do? 

This  question  can  be  answered  in  part. 

I  would  like  to  address  it  in  relation  to 
food.  Much  energy  is  saved  if  we  grow 
our  own  food.  Buying  locally  grown  food 
is  a  good  way  to  save  energy.  We  can 
learn  how  to  use  more  appropriate  forms 
of  energy.  Farmers  can  learn  how  to 
better  harness  solar  and  wind  energy. 

Maybe  you’re  already  doing  these 
things.  I’m  not.  The  only  crop  I’m  raising 
this  summer  is  mint.  I  cook  my  food  on 
an  electric  stove,  because  I'm  too  lazy  to 
make  a  solar  cooker. 

It’s  hard  to  change! 

But  last  year  I  didn’t  even  grow  mint. 
And  this  year  I  am  buying  more  locally 
grown  food. 

As  we  live  our  lives  on  this  earth,  each 
of  us  try  to  live  in  a  responsible  way. 
Individually  and  in  community,  we  are 
responsible  for  this  earth  that  has  been 
given  to  us. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
related  to  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributors  are:  Alvena 
Bieri  of  Stillwater,  Oklahoma  and  Debra 
Frank,  a  member  of  Penfield  UMC  in 
Penfield,  New  York. 


hardly  made  a  dent  in  its  population 
problem  and  is  still  bound  in  misery. 

Mr.  Simon  maintains  that  some  of  the 
development  in  poor  countries  has 
helped  them,  but  how  much  is  hard  to 
measure.  During  the  1960s  poor 
countries  as  a  group  averaged  an 
increase  in  growth  of  five  percent. 
“Yet,”  he  says,  “the  gap  between  the 
‘haves’  and  the  ‘have  nots’  widened  and 
more  people  were  poor  at  the  close  of  the 
decade  than  when  it  started.” 

Development  of  the  human  kind  we  are 
talking  about  here  cannot  be  accurately 
•measured  by  the  Gross  National  Product 
but  more  accurately  by  the  quality  of  life 
of  the  people.  For  example,  if  a  country 
has  widespread  health  services  reaching 
the  masses  of  people,  can  it  not  be  said  to 
have  a  higher  quality  of  life  than  a 
country  that  has  a  big  proportion  of 
physicians  that  care  for  the  rich  only? 
Mr.  Simon  concludes  that  what  is 
important  in  the  Christian  view  is  the 
condition  of  the  people  on  the  economic 
bottom  half,  not  the  top  half. 

Obstacles  to  development  remain 
great.  Among  the  greatest  of  these  are 
neglect  of  agricultural  research  in  poor 
countries,  love  of  the  status  quo  by  the 
rich  and  poor  allocation  of  resources. 

Mr.  Simon  outlines  three  helps  for 
improved  development  in  the  poor 
countries.  First,  he  suggests  that  they 
take  advantage  of  their  labor-intensive 
economies.  Poor  countries  have  plenty  of 
people  who  want  to  work  and  usually 
very  little  capital. 

Second,  land  reform  would  be  useful. 
Farms  in  poor  countries  tend  to  be  either 
too  big  —  owned  by  the  rich  —  or  too 
small  —  those  owned  by  poor  peasants. 

Finally,  the  right  kind  of  industrial 
development  would  help,  such  as 
emphasis  on  industries  related  to 
agriculture.  For  example,  successful 
farming  could  not  have  been  developed 
during  the  19th  century  in  our  country 
without  the  railroads  and  without  the 
invention  of  efficient  farm  machinery. 
Even  a  part  of  our  education  system  — 
the  land-grant  college  —  was  tailored  to 
improve  technical  and  farming  skills. 

Mr.  Simon’s  final  comments  on  world 
hunger  are  in  the  larger  perspective  of 
American  priorities  abroad.  American 
foreign  aid  to  all  countries,  contrary  to 
much  public  impression,  has  for  many 
years  been  only  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent 
of  our  Gross  National  Product.  And  the 
motives  behind  it  have  been 
questionable.  The  thrust  of  even  the 
much-praised  rebuildirtg  of  Europe  after 
World  War  II  under  the  Marshall  Plan 
was  anti-communist.  The  Truman 
Doctrine  also  emphasized  keeping 
Greece  and  Turkey  pro-Western. 

You  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that, 
according  to  Mr.  Simon,  reforms  are 
needed  in  our  aid  philosophy. 
Suggestions  include: 

(1)  Separate  development  assistance 
from  military  help  and  political 
considerations. 

(2)  Establish  standards  of 
international  agreement  about  the  giving 
and  receiving  of  aid  to  poor  countries. 

(3)  De-emphasize  the  excessive  giving 
of  military  aid.  Realize  that  we  spend 
almost  $250  million  a  day  for  the 
military.  And,  to  put  it  in  different  terms, 
“In  16  hours  the  U.S.  military  spends 
more  than  the  World  Health  Organiza¬ 
tion  spends  in  a  year.” 

Since  Mr.  Simon  writes  from  a 
Christian  perspective,  he  believes  there 
is  reason  for  hope.  “The  answer  is,”  he 
says,  “that  Christians  do  not  root  their 
hope  in  the  latest  UN  projections  or  some 
social  scientist’s  analysis  of  how  things 
may  turn  out  in  10  or  20  years.  Christians 
root  their  hope  in  God  and  believe  that 
the  future  is  with  His  Kingdom.” 

The  address  of  the  organization.  Bread 
for  the  World,  is  207  East  16th  Street, 
New  York,  irj03. 


Mother  may  not  be  nearby,  but  attention  and  love  surround  this  child 
in  the  new  day-care  facilities  of  the  Houchen  Community  Center  in  El 
Paso  Tex  More  than  100  children,  some  as  young  as  three  weeks  others 
as  old  as  12  years,  spend  their  days  in  the  cheerful  center  while  their 
mothers  are  at  work,  looking  for  work,  attending  school  or  enrolled  in 
work-training  programs.  Houchen  Center  enables  these  mothers  to  keep 
their  families  together  with  dignity  and  with  self-esteem.  A  staff  that  is 
predominantly  bilingual  communicates  with  the  children  in  English  and 
Spanish  This  helps  prepare  them  for  future  entry  into  public  schools. 

Funds  are  needed  to  assure  the  continuance  of  this  im¬ 
portant  ministry. 


Share  your  love  through  a  gift  today. 


/OUNCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
National  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
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Kentucky  man  is  ‘ testing  the  connection  ’  on  a  bicycle 


Grant  Hays 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

SHELBYVILLE,  Ky  -  When  Cen¬ 
tenary  United  Methodist  Church  here 
was  destroyed  by  fire  last  December,  not 
everyone  in  the  congregation  saw  the 
situation  only  as  a  tragedy.  Grant  Hays, 
for  one,  saw  it  equally  as  an  opportunity 

Today  he  is  somewhere  in  Illinois  on  a 
bicycle  heading  west  trying  to  turn  the 
opportunity  into  a  new  church  building 
which  will  stand  "as  a  monument  to  the 
brotherhood  and  sisterhood  of  United 
Methodists  across  the  country  .” 

"We’re  a  ‘connectional’  church,"  he 
points  out.  “That  means  we’re  like  a 
community.  When  a  church  burns  we 
ought  to  all  get  together  and  build 
another  one.  That's  what  I'm  doing  — 
I’m  giving  United  Methodists  across  the 
nation  a  chance  to  help  pay  for  their 
building.” 

The  30-year-old  high  school  history 
teacher's  plan  is  to  ride  his  bicycle  6,000 


miles  —  from  Virginia  to  Oregon  to 
Southern  California  —  to  raise  money  for 
the  new  building.  The  money  comes  from 
local  churches  he  contacts  along  his 
route  and  from  persons  in  Shelbyville 
who  have  agreed  to  pay  the  church  a 
specified  amount  for  each  mile  he  rides. 

Since  June,  he  has  pedaled  his  bicycle 
more  than  1,500  miles  —  beginning  in 
Yorktown,  Va.  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 
crossing  the  Appalachian  Mountains  into 
Kentucky,  riding  the  length  of  Kentucky 
and  into  Southern  Illinois.  He  plans  to 
cross  Missouri,  Kansas,  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho  and  Oregon 
and  then  to  ride  the  length  of  California, 
finishing  in  San  Diego. 

“I  hope  I  can  make  every  church  in  the 
country  aware  of  what  I’m  trying  to  do, 
he  told  TM/UMR  by  telephone  from 
Beaver  Dam,  Ky.  “Wouldn’t  it  be 
wonderful  if  every  congregation  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  gave 
something  —  no  matter  how  small? 


Think  ol  what  that  would  symbolize  for 
our  denomination." 

Mr.  Hays  says  he  does  not  have  a 
specific  goal  of  how  much  he  wants  to 
raise,  but  estimates  a  new  building  will 
cost  about  $1.5  million.  He  says  about  a 
third  of  the  cost  is  covered  by  insurance. 

Since  he  announced  the  plans  for  his 
ride  several  weeks  ago,  many  people  in 
Shelbyville  —  a  town  of  about  10,000 
residents  —  have  gotten  behind  his 
effort.  And  many  of  his  supporters  are 
not  even  United  Methodists. 

He  has  become  somewhat  of  a 
celebrity  in  his  hometown,  in  fact.  The 
local  newspaper,  "The  Shelby  Sentinel, 
publishes  weekly  progress  reports  on  his 
journev  and  the  radio  station,  WCND, 
broadcasts  two  reports  each  week 

But  on  the  road,  Mr.  Hays  is  hardly  a 
celebrity.  Out  there,  he  says  his  biggest 
enemy  is  loneliness  —  a  need  for 
someone  to  talk  to  after  pumping  his 
bicycle  50  to  75  miles  in  a  day.  Sometimes 


he’s  lucky  enough  to  meet  a  pastor  or 
someone  who  offers  him  a  bed  for  the 
night.  Most  of  the  time  he  sleeps  on  the 
ground  in  his  sleeping  bag  He  eats 
wherever  he  can  find  food  —  which  he 
usually  buys  on  a  $5-a-day  “expense 
account"  provided  by  the  church. 

The  physical  pain  of  riding  all  day  has 
lessened  as  he  has  "gotten  in  shape,  "  but 
early  in  his  ride  the  physical -test  was 
considerable.  Before  he  decided  to  make 
his  trip,  he  was  hardly  an  avid  cyclist  — 
not  having  ridden  a  bicycle  “seriously 
since  he  was  child.  During  the  first  two 
weeks  he  averaged  25-30  miles  a  day  to 
condition  himself. 

"I’ve  had  some  good  days  and  some 
bad  days."  he  says,  "but  I’ve  never 
thought  seriously  about  giving  up  I 
believe  what  I'm  doing  is  important  On 
the  "bad"  days  he  has  known  the  feeling 
of  riding  two  hours  in  the  rain  through  the 
mountains  only  to  discover  he  had  taken 


a  wrong  turn  and  was  traveling  in  a 
circle.  He  has  had  four  flat  tires,  a 
wreck,  and  was  stalked  by  a  dozen  dogs 
near  a  "moonshine”  still  in  eastern 
Kentucky. 

On  “good"  days  he  has  been  “taken  in" 
by  numerous  well-wishers,  including  a 
small  church  in  Appalachia  where  he 
was  asked  to  speak  and  received  a  pledge 
of  $210  for  his  church  the  refuses  to  take 
the  money  personally,  but  asks  that  it  be 
mailed  directly  to  Centenary  UMC). 

"I  travel  a  lot  on  faith,  he  says, 
admitting  that  he  has  yet  to  figure  out 
how  he  will  get  back  home  with  his 
bicycle  from  San  Diego,  Calif.  I 
imagine  a  lot  of  folks  think  someone 
would  have  to  be  a  bit  crazy  to  do  a  thing 
like  this,  but  none  of  it  seems  strange  to 
me. 

“There  is  a  church  that  needs  to  be 
built  and  I  intend  to  test  the  connection 
and  see  who  wants  to  help  it  go  up." 


Children’s  ministry  viewed 

Conference  sets  new  foundation  stones  for  children’s  work 

....  ....  - tkwnnrrk  \«/Fiir»h  hum: 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  -  Repenting  of  some 
errors  made  in  the  past,  United  Method¬ 
ist  workers  with  children  here  last  week 
set  out  several  new  foundation  stones 
for  children’s  ministries  in  the  ’80s. 

The  five-day  “Conference  on 
Ministries  with  Children”  is  believed  to 
be  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  history  of  the 
church,  according  to  Richard  Monroe,  a 
director  of  the  event  from  the  staff  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Some  650  local  volunteer  workers,  teach¬ 
ers,  coordinators,  pastors,  district  and 
conference  leaders  and  Christian 
education  professionals  gathered  from 
every  corner  of  the  nation. 

Each  of  the  denomination’s  national 
program  agencies  provided  workshops 
and  skill  training  in  12  different 
“learning  arenas”  ranging  from 
“parenting”  to  teacher  development  to 
children  with  special  needs.  Varied 
offerings  in  each  arena  multiplied  the 
number  of  choices  to  approximately  200 
one-to-three  hour  events. 

“Overwhelming”  and  “too  much  to 
choose  from,”  were  frequent  comments, 
but  conference-goers  seemed  pleased 
there  was  more  than  enough  rather  than 
less. 


‘Foundation  stones’ 

Out  of  a  ser.i^  of  earlier  consultations 
over  the  last  months,  a  number  of 
“must”  foundation  stones  on  which  to 
build  local  church  ministries  with 
children  began  to  emerge  which 
provided  the  major  themes  for  the 
conference: 

•  Children  welcomed  fully  into  the 
worship  and  service  life  of  the 
congregation  are  vital  members  with  a 
ministry  of  their  own , 

•  The  ‘place’  for  children  on  Sunday 
morning  is  in  the  congregation  sharing  in 
worship  —  the  central  act  of  the 
community  of  faith; 

•  Faith  is  seen  as  open-ended  growth 
which  moves  in  stages,  each  valued  for 
itself  and  not  depreciated  as  “inferior” ; 

•  More  creative  and  responsible  use  of 
the  Bible  and  the  biblical  heritage  is 
important; 

•  Heightened  concern  is  needed  for 
children  everywhere  —  not  just  church 
children; 

•  “Child-likeness”  is  a  quality  to  be 
sought  by  persons  of  all  ages. 

As  the  church’s  Christian  educators 


developed  these  themes  during  the  course 
of  the  conference,  they  acknowledged 
that  “mistakes”  and  “grave  errors" 
have  been  made  over  the  last  30  years  in 
how  the  church  has  nurtured  its  children. 
They  also  admitted  that  many  of  these 
wrong  directions  had  been  encouraged 
and  supported  by  Christian  educators 
themselves.  They  included: 

Mistakes  made 

•  Hiding  children  from  worship  in 
nurseries,  crying  rooms  and  children’s 
church.  Dr.  Will  Willimon,  professor  of 
worship  at  Duke  Theological  Seminary, 
said  “misguided  notions”  about  what 
Christians  are  doing  on  Sunday  morning 
have  led  to  the  exclusion  of  children.  For 
example,  “some  think  we  are  holding  a 
private  meeting  between  me  and  God,  or 
worse,  that  the  preacher  and  choir  are 
giving  performances  we  have  come  to 
hear.  Worship  is  a  family  gathering,  but 
as  long  as  we  are  sold  on  a  quiet,  uptight, 
verbal  experience,  children  will  have  a 
hard  time  feeling  a  part.”  (See  related 
story  elsewhere  on  this  page) 

•  Viewing  the  Bible  as  too  difficult  for 
children.  Dr.  Dorothy  Jean  Furnish  said 
“we’ve  been  struggling  for  years  over 
how  to  put  children  and  the  Bible 
together.”  Changing  views  of  the  Bible 
and  of  children  have  increased  the 
problems. 

The  Christian  educator  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  said: 
“For  a  long  time  we  saw  the  Bible  as  a 
book  of  knowledge  or  facts  basic  to  the 
spiritual  journey  which  could  be  poured 
into  the  heads  of  children  who  were 
believed  to  be  ‘little  adults’  —  so  their 
heads  held  less. 

“Later,  we  learned  that  children 
conceptualize  differently  and  so  entered 
the  ‘era  of  character  education’  when  we 
started  with  the  child  instead  of  the 
Bible,”  she  said. 

“The  result  of  this  ‘problem-solving’ 
approach  as  we  would  madly  search 
scriptures  for  an  answer  to  a  child  s 
problem,  was  that  children  never  got  a 
grasp  of  the  scriptures  as  a  whole  nor  of 
their  history  of  the  faith,”  said  Dr. 
Robert  Browning,  a  teacher  at  Methodist 
School  of  Theology  in  Ohio. 

Other  aspects  of  the  idea  that  children 
couldn’t  understand  the  Bible  led  to  the 
writing  of  lots  of  books  about  the  Bible. 
Emphases  on  relationships  with  others 
and  with  nature  also  followed  and  people 


became  dissatisfied  that  so  little  from 
the  Bible  was  actually  being  taught,  said 
Dr  Furnish. 

“It’s  time  to  stop  copping  out  because 
of  what  children  can’t  do,”  she  told  the 
conference  participants,  “and  work  with 
what  children  can  do. 

“The  bottom-line  is  that  the  Bible  is 
about  real-life  experience  and  children 
have  fantastic  ability  to  experience  We 
should  recognize  the  fact  that  the  Bible  is 
knowledge  embedded  in  experiences  of  a 
people  who  encountered  God  in  their  own 
lives.” 

•  The  concept  that  children  are  “nur¬ 
tured”  and  youth  and  adults  are  equipped 
to  “minister.”  “We’ve  always  known  that 
children  are  important  in  the  church, 
but  what’s  new  is  the  idea  that  children 
minister,  too.  And,  we’ve  learned  that 
adults  need  nurture  as  well,”  said  Dr. 
Furnish. 

“Children  are  members  of  the  body  of 
Christ  through  baptism  and  can  partici¬ 
pate  fully  in  accord  with  their  gifts  and 
capacities.  They  can  contribute  to  the 
building  up  of  the  body  and  be  agents  of 
reconciling  love  —  not  just  be  hidden 
away  and  only  brought  out  for  perfor¬ 
mances.” 

•  Providing  ready-made  "right 
answers”  which  effectively  closed  down 
faith  growth.  “Faith  is  an  unfolding 


process  through  which  human  beings 
give  meaning  to  their  world,”  said  Dr 
James  Fowler  III  of  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Atlanta.  When  teachers  have 
insisted  on  “telling  the  meaning”  of  the 
parables  and  Bible  stories,  he  said,  they 
“build  distrust  in  the  child  of  his  own 
ability  to  make  meaning,  and  close  the 
door  to  new  meanings  in  the  future.  And, 
too  often  the  whole  meaning  is  reduced  to 
a  moralism.” 

Dr.  Fowler  said  “faith  growing"  does 
its  primary  work  with  images,  symbols 
and  rituals  using  skills  in  imagination 
and  story-telling  that  children  between 
ages  two  and  10  develop. 

Children  do  some  things  far  better  than 
adults,  he  said,  and  adult  growth  in  faith 
needs  frequent  renewals  of  these 
childhood  states  —  the  maintenance  of 
“child-likeness.” 

Addressing  the  biblical  meaning  of 
“child-likeness,”  Dr.  Charles  R.  Foster. 
Methodist  School  of  Theology  in  Ohio, 
said  this  does  not  mean  we  are  to  be 
arrested  in  our  development.  What  it  can 
mean  is  (1)  a  willingness  to  put  ourselves 
at  the  disposal  of  others  in  a  servant 
posture;  (2)  a  refusal  to  be  limited  by  the 
seemingly  impossible;  (3)  trusting  so 
completely  that  we  can  leave  the  known 
for  the  wilderness;  and  (4)  whole-heart¬ 
edness  in  our  responses. 


NASHVILLE  —  Children  demonstrate  that  "to  reverence''  does  not  mean  to  be 
quiet  but  to  praise  with  all  that  is  in  you  —  heart,  soul  and  mind  —  for  the  national 
meeting  here  of  United  Methodist  children’s  workers. 

TM/l’MR  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  SHARON  MIFI.KF 


Australia’s  ‘Misterogers’  speaks 

Churches  urged  to  leave  children  in  worship 

_  .  .  _ _ Vrinth  nr  hPininti  there  a  Dlace  for  regular  contact  between  Children  should  not  be  allowed  I 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  —  Taking  the  children 
out  of  worship  is  a  “basic  error”  and  a 
principal  reason  for  the  decline  of  the 
mainline  Protestant  denominations,  a 
team  of  Australians  told  children’s 
workers  here  last  week. 

“The  best  thing  we  have  to  give  to  our 
children  is  ‘a  people  to  belong  to.’  That’s 
far  more  important  than  Sunday  School 
or  youth  activities,”  said  Stan  Stewart,  a 
pastor  of  the  Uniting  Church  of 
Australia,  who  along  with  Pauline 
Hubner— who  was  dubbed  the 
“Misterogers  of  Australia”— took  the 
conference  here  by  storm  with  their 
ideas,  enthusiasm  and  catchy  tunes. 

Describing  himself  as  an  unwilling 
“accidental”  recruit  to  children’s 
ministries,  Mr.  Stewart  said  he  formerly 
held  the  common  view  that  “mucking 
around  with  children”  was  second-rate 
and  that  to  be  “respectable”  one  should 


nriMiau  cuuuaiuio  . . . . 

6Use  the  deaf,’  UMC  told 

United  Methodist  Congress  for  Deaf  holds  annual  session 


By  DEBBIE  CHRISTIAN 
Assistant  Editor 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  —  “If  you  want 
any  program  in  deaf  ministry  to  succeed, 
use  the  deaf.” 

That  advice  was  given  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  here  last  week  as  92 
deaf  United  Methodists  and  deaf 
ministry  workers  from  across  the  nation 
gathered  for  the  third  annual  United 
Methodist  Congress  for  the  Deaf. 

“The  deaf  are  becoming  more  and 
more  aware  of  their  rights  and  abilities," 
Fred  Warrington,  a  Tulsa,  Okla.,  deaf 
ministry  worker  who  is  deaf  himself  and 
is  president  of  the  congress,  told 
participants.  He  called  for  the  church  to 
be  sensitive  to  these  rights  and  abilities 
and  to  use  the  deaf  for  their  sakes  and  for 
the  sake  of  the  church. 

Agenda  for  the  July  30-Aug.  1  congress, 
sponsored  through  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  included  a  wide  range 
of  resource  speakers  and  business 
sessions  during  which  proposed  legisla¬ 
tion  developed  by  the  board's  Task 
Force  on  the  Church  and  Handicapped 
was  considered  and  the  unique  needs  of 
the  deaf  were  discussed. 

Mr.  Warrington  told  TM/UMR  that 
among  the  goals  of  the  congress  was  to 
provide  “Christian  fellowship  and 
experiences  for  the  deaf  because  they 
are  often  isolated,  even  in  their  own 
homes.”  He  said  it  is  important  for  the 
deaf  to  become  better  organized  as  a 
national  group  in  order  to  accomplish  the 
goal  of  being  seen  as  equals  with  the 
hearing  world  and  by  the  leadership  of 
the  church. 

The  deaf  want  to  accomplish 
independence,  he  continued,  and  not  to 
depend  on  people  who  can  hear  for  every¬ 
thing.  The  meetings  of  the  congress, 
and  particularly  this  1979  meeting,  have 


helped  the  deaf  become  aware  of  their 
needs  and  weaknesses  .  .  “we  see 
ourselves  in  a  better  light,”  he  said. 

The  fellowship  of  the  hearing  and  the 
deaf  at  the  congress  brings  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  needs  of  the  deaf  and  deaf 
ministry,  he  said.  Mr.  Warrington  also 
pointed  out  that  the  deaf  don't  feel  handi¬ 
capped;  yet  deafness  is  a  handicapping 
condition  in  some  ways. 

In  an  opening  address  on  the  subject  of 
"Friendship  of  Outflow,”  retired  Bishop 
Paul  Galloway  of  Little  Rock 
emphasized  the  importance  of  showing 
love  for  persons  and  brought  his  point 
home  to  the  congress  with  the  statement, 
“I  may  have  the  best  sign  language  in  the 
whole  world  ...  but  unless  I  reveal 
concern  and  love,  then  my  outreach  is 
not  what  it  needs  to  be." 

During  the  business  sessions  a 
proposed  General  Conference  resolution 
on  the  church  and  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  was  presented, 
as  well  as  a  suggested  amendment  to  the 
denomination’s  “Social  Principles.” 
Both  were  prepared  by  the  Task  Force  on 
the  Church  and  the  Handicapped  for 
referral  to  the  Division  of  Health  and 
Welfare,  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
to  the  1980  General  Conference. 

After  discussion,  the  group  agreed  to 
name  a  three-member  panel  to  make 
amendments  to  this  resolution  that  would 
“delineate  the  unique  nature  of  deaf 
ministries.” 

Another  motion  also  passed  stating 
that  the  congress  will  petition  the  1980 
General  Conference  to  give  voting  privi¬ 
leges  to  the  group  as  elected  delegates 
to  the  1984  General  Conference. 

Other  actions  taken  included: 

•  Appointment  of  a  nominating 
committee  to  select  officer  candidates 
for  1980. 

•  A  challenge  by  the  Christ  UMC  for 


the  Deaf,  Baltimore,  to  match  a  pledge 
of  $1,000  from  that  church  for  the  con¬ 
gress.  (This  pledge  was  designated  to  be 
used  for  printing  and  mailing  a  monthly 
newsletter  to  the  congress  members. ) 

•  A  report  on  continued  work  for 
a  printed  curriculum  for  deaf  education 
in  the  church.  (The  Deaf  Ministries 
in  Oklahoma  answered  the  Baltimore 
church’s  challenge  by  offering  to  print 
and  send  for  the  cost  of  postage  to 
any  interested  person  or  church,  any 
curriculum  materials  that  any  deaf 
ministry  worker  or  church  may  have 
developed.) 

•  Suggestion  that  delegates  take  home 
the  idea  of  beginning  a  “$1.00  a  month 
club”  for  deaf  United  Methodists  to  join 
that  would  supply  the  congress  with  a 
regular,  independent  income. 

•  A  proposal  to  work  with  a  United 
Methodist  Institution,  such  as  Scarritt 
College,  to  establish  a  training  program 
for  lay  people  to  do  church  work  with  the 
deaf. 

Several  resource  speakers  addressed 
the  conference  on  subjects  such  as 
interpreter  training  and  developments  in 
that  area,  the  present  status  of 
curriculum  development  for  the  deaf 
which  remains  at  a  standstill  because  of 
lack  of  funding  to  pay  for  the 
development  and  printing,  and 
techniques  to  use  in  teaching  the  deaf. 

One  long-time  deaf  ministry  worker 
seemed  to  sum  up  the  mood  of  the 
congress  when  he  said  there  are  two 
things  the  church  and  church  workers 
need  to  learn  before  working  with  the 
deaf:  understanding  and  acceptance. 

Ms.  Christian,  who  is  TM/UMR's 
assistant  editor  for  conference  editions, 
is  a  deaf  ministry  worker  in  her  own  local 
church,  where  she  serves  as  an 
interpreter. 


be  counseling  troubled  youth  or  helping 
old  people  to  die. 

He  said  his  conversion  came  during  a 
year’s  research  he  did  for  the  Australian 
Council  of  Churches  into  the  state  of 
children’s  ministries.  What  he  found  was 
much  worse  than  he  expected  and  he  has 
been  sounding  the  alarm  ever  since  to 
whoever  will  hear. 

The  only  significant  difference  he 
could  detect  during  his  study  between 
churches  that  were  growing  —  Roman 
Catholic,  Lutheran,  Mormon  —  and  those 
that  were  declining  —  Presbyterian, 
Episcopalian,  Methodist  —  was  in  how 
each  group  handled  children  in  worship. 
While  the  growing  group  of  churches 
expected  children’s  presence  in  worship 
—  the  most  central  act  of  church  life  — 
the  declining  churches  hid  children  away 
from  worship. 

“The  common  denominator  in  sick  and 
dying  churches  was  that  children  were 
consistently  segregated  and  sent  off  to 
another  place.  We  are  trying  to  build  a 
community,  and  it  can’t  be  done  without 
children.  They  bring  a  different  spirit 
and  a  different  life. 

“I  am  not  preaching  a  gospel  of 
children,  but  I  question  whether  the 
Gospel  can  be  heard  in  congregations 
that  refuse  to  allow  the  children’s 
presence,"  Mr.  Stewart  said.  He  believes 
congregations  which  conduct  Sunday 
School  at  the  same  time  as  worship  are 
committing  suicide. 

“Children’s  curriculum,  better  spaces 
for  classes  or  more  equipment  are  not 
the  issue.  What  is  at  stake  is  a  sense  of 
belonging  to  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  a  love  of  worship.  It  can  only  happen 
as  children  from  Sunday  to  Sunday  are  in 
the  worshipping  congregation." 

Ms.  Hubner,  who  produces  a  weekly 
television  program  for  children  ages  five 
to  12  called  “A  people  to  belong  to”  said 
the  mainline  Protestant  churches  in 
Australia  seem  to  be  preoccupied  with 
providing  social  services  and  meeting 
social  needs.  While  that  needs  doing,  the 
most  important  things  we  can  do  is  give 
them  a  people.  “The  church  and  its 
members  need  a  stronger  identity,  a 
sense  of  self-pride  and  a  feeling  of 
belonging." 

She  believes  “children  are  like 
elephants  —  they  never  forget  —  being 
welcomed  and  loved  and  a  part  of  things. 
They  love  it  because  they  feel  it.” 

But  including  children  is  not  only  for 
their  benefit.  They  bring  gifts  to  grown¬ 
ups,  both  leaders  agree,  Mr.  Stewart 
acknowledged  two  other  mentors  in  his 
change  of  attitude  toward  children. 

One  is  the  anthropologist  Margaret 
Mead  who  said  “any  community  which 
doesn’t  care  for  its  children  is  in  danger 
of  self-destruction"  and  “if  people  want 
to  continue  to  grow  until  they  die,  they 
must  have  direct  and  meaningful  contact 
with  children." 

“Old  people  and  children  have 
something  important  to  give  to  each 
other,”  Mr.  Stewart  said,  “and  where 
except  in  the  worship  of  the  church  is 


there  a  place  for  regular  contact  between 
the  generations.  Constantly  dividing  up 
the  church  on  the  basis  of  age  and  sex  is 
to  copy  a  worldly,  high-school  style 
principle.  Jesus  Christ  has  brought  us 
together  and  that  means  doing  worship  in 
a  family  style. 

“There  is  no  other  way  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  except  through  the 
spirit  of  the  child.  Adults  won’t  get  that 
through  reading  books  of  theories  about 
children.  Children  are  models.  Jesus  said, 
tune  into  the  children  or  you’ve  missed 
it." 

But  isn’t  worship  “dull”  for  children? 
Their  answer  from  their  experience  is 
that  “when  children  are  loved  and 
affirmed  in  worship,  it  changes  the  event 
itself.  They  always  add  a  little  brightness 
and  lustre.  But  the  onus  is  on  the  church 
to  make  worship  more  meaningful. 

“The  mistake  of  the  past  was  to  see 
children  as  interruptions.  In  faqt.  they 
are  the  sounds  of  life.  But  that  doesn’t 
mean  we  allow  children  to  misbehave  or 
treat  church  as  a  playground.  ” 

But  even  a  traditional  service  can  be 
enlivened,  they  have  found,  by  having 
children  participate  —  by  always  being  a 
part  of  the  offering  team,  by  celebrating 
everybody’s  birthdays  with  a  little 
blessing,  encouraging  the  congregation 
to  share  ideas  with  each  other  during 
worship  or  the  sermon  and  helping  with 
lible  readings. 


Children  should  not  be  allowed  to 
express  themselves  all  over  the  place, 
although  toddlers,  they  believe,  should 
feel  free  to  move  about  and  sit  with 
other  “aunts,  sisters  or  grandparents  in 
the  faith.” 

A  “gift”  for  children  in  worship  is  to 
help  them  get  in  touch  with  another  kind 
of  spirit  —  a  quiet,  calm,  reflective  spirit 
—  another  level  of  reality.  God  will  speak 
to  them  through  the  songs  and  even  the 
walls  and  furniture  tell  about  people's 
love  and  sacrifice  for  what  they  thought 
was  important,”  Ms.  Hubner  said. 

The  Australians  —  who  have  found 
many  of  the  same  worrisome  trends  in 
American  churches  that  they  found  at 
home  —  say  local  churches  can  only  go  in 
two  different  directions  with  children: 
either  pretend  they  aren’t  there  —  and 
they  soon  won’t  be  —  or  “use  the  gifts  of 
children  to  add  a  little  brightness  and 
lustre  to  the  family  of  God.” 
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THE  INI  TED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


After  150  years 


‘Tabernacle’: a  memory,  an  event 

Ri'  DA&r  U  t  DIL'  ctiiKn  ^ 


By  ROSE  MARIE  SMITH 
PICKENS  COUNTY.  Ala  -  A 
century  and  a  half  ago,  when  Robert 
Henry  and  Burrell  Joyner  met  by 
accident  on  a  knoll  in  the  northeast 
Mississippi  wilderness  near  here. 
Tabernacle  was  born.  From  the 
friendship  formed  there  between  the 
men  and  their  families  in  the  sparse 
Southern  frontier  grew  a  week  long 
“brush  arbor"  campmeeting, 
traditionally  Methodist  in  doctrine 
You  can  read  about  Tabernacle, 
and  you  can  see  pictures  and  “hear 
tell,"  but  you  have  to  go  to  believe. 
Tabernacle,  just  a  few  miles  east  of 
Columbus,  Miss,  and  just  across  the 
state  line  in  Alabama,  is  a  memory,  a 
tradition,  a  celebration.  But,  mostly. 
Tabernacle  is  a  spirit:  the  essence  of 
some  priceless  treasure  lost  in  the 
hassle  of  150  years  of  progress. 

Every  year  for  more  than  a  century, 
Methodist  families  and  friends  of 
other  denominations  have  met 
faithfully  on  the  campground  at 
Tabernacle  to  worship  and  “make  a 
joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord.”  Ghosts  of 
them  linger  today  in  the  heat  of  a 
summer  afternoon.  When  the  conch 
shell  horn  sounds  its  low  mourn  from 


PICKENS  COUNTV.  Ala.  —  Sallie 
Mae  Lawrence  Creel,  61.  has  been 
coming  to  "Tabernacle”  all  her  life. 
Here  she  dresses  up  in  clothes  from 
the  past  as  a  part  of  “old  timey  day.” 


PICKENS  COUNTY.  Ala.  —  Three  services  each  day  ring  out  from  the  open 
air  sanctuary  at  "Tabernacle”  during  week-long  camp  meetings  which  have 


been  going  on  for  150  years, 
the  arbor  through  the  clearing,  calling 
some  300  worshippers  from  the 
"tents,”  it  might  as  well  be  20  years 
ago,  or  50  or  more.  The  spirit  is  the 
same. 

From  the  sawdust  on  the  floor  to  the 
strains  of  “Oh,  for  a  Thousand 
Tongues  to  Sing,”  Tabernacle  is  a 
memory  of  early  Methodism  in  the 
rural  South.  Shades  of  “hearts 
strangely  warmed”  in  the  tradition  of 
Wesley,  pervade  the  clearing  in  a 
celebration  of  salvation  that  is 
somehow  more  than  just  the  "old- 
time  religion.” 

What  is  this  spirit  that  is 
Tabernacle?  Any  member  of  the  20 
families  who  "tent”  at  Tabernacle 
each  year  in  the  second  week  in 
August  can  speak  of  the  spirit  at  "The 
Hill  of  the  Lord.” 

Sallie  Mae  Lawrence  Creel,  who 
lives  in  Birmingham  but  holds  her 
membership  in  Tabernacle  UMC 
located  right  next  to  the  campground, 
has  been  coming  to  Tabernacle  all  her 
life.  She  is  61  and  the  oldest  of  a 
Lawrence  clan  which  numbered  28  at 
Tabernacle  last  year.  Even  pre¬ 
schoolers  were  in  the  group. 

Family  is  the  spirit  of  Tabernacle! 
Although  they  live  in  Smyrna,  Ga.  and 
belong  to  First  UMC,  Alice  Lawrence 
relates  that  her  husband,  Charles, 
petitioned  the  "tent”  holders  for 
ground  to  build,  and  constructed  the 
Lawrence  "tent”  some  15  years  ago. 


He  has  worshipped  at  Tabernacle  for 
50  years  during  the  summer 
encampment. 

Tabernacle  has  literally  been  tried 
by  fire.  In  1916,  1933  and  1963  fires 
razed  portions  of  the  campground 
which  sprang  back  healthy  and  hearty 
as  ever.  And  then  there  were  wars  and 
hard  times  and  now  there  are  good 
times  and  the  spirit  of  family  lives  on ! 

Since  1828  when  the  first  two 
families  consecrated  the  spot  on  "The 
Hill  of  the  Lord,”  it  has  been  spiritual 
refuge  for  southerners  with  names 
like  Randall,  Lavender,  Eubanks, 
Youngblood.  Storey  and  Locke.  And 
from  the  beginning,  annual 
campmeeting  at  Tabernacle  has 
drawn  circuit  riders  and  gospel 
singers,  preachers,  teachers,  district 
superintendents  and  bishops.  It  is 
operated  now  under  the  auspices  of 
the  North  Alabama  Conference  of  the 
UMC. 

Family  remains  a  strong  spirit  at 
Tabernacle.  Alice  Lawrence  relates 
that  members  of  the  Lawrence  clan 
are  expected  to  attend  at  least  two  of 
the  three  worship  services  under  the 
arbor  each  day  of  the  campmeeting. 
But  she  also  tells  of  homemade  ice 
cream  suppers,  dinner  on  the  ground 
and  "old  timey  day.”  “Fellowship  is 
as  important  to  our  family  as 
worship, "  she  says  of  Tabernacle. 

Ms.  Smith,  an  active  UM  in  Vernon. 
Ala ^  works  as  correspondent  for  the 
daily  newspaper  in  Columbus.  Miss. 


According  to  professor 


Women’s  role  said  to  ‘civilize’  males 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

ASHLAND,  Ohio  —  The  "Creator’s 
role  for  women”  is  that  of  “civilizing 
males  through  the  building  of  homes  and 
families,”  according  to  a  seminary 
professor  who  addressed  a  convocation 
on  "Growing  Together  as  Christian 
Families,”  sponsored  by  a  caucus  of 
"evangelical"  United  Methodists  here 
July  23-25. 

"Unless  the  majority  of  women 
joyfully  embrace  the  role  to  which  God 
has  called  them,  they,  we  males,  indeed 
all  civilization,  will  be  the  losers." 
warned  John  N.  Oswalt,  professor  of  Old 
Testament  language  and  literature  at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary,  an 
independent  ’“Wesleyan"  school  in 
Wilmore,  Ky. 

Dr.  Oswalt,  addressing  about  1,600 
persons  during  the  annual  convocation  of 
the  UMC’s  "Good  News”  movement, 
stressed  that  “a  female  is  worth  every 
bit  as  much  as  a  male,  that  a  male  has  no 
intrinsic  right  to  dominate  a  female,  that 
a  female’s  contribution  to  the  thought 
and  course  of  human  culture  is  as 
significant  as  any  male’s."  He  went  on. 
however,  to  say  "there  are  differences 
among  us  (men  and  women)  and  they 
may  not  be  blurred.”  He  said  God  has 
given  men  and  women  roles  which 
complement  rather  than  compete  with 
each  other. 

Dr.  Oswalt  —  after  analyzing  Scripture 
from  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
—  said  a  "woman's  special  function  in 
the  world"  is  most  clearly  stated  in 
Proverbs  7-9  and  31. 

"Her  role  is  the  civilization  of  the 
male.”  he  said.  "The  adventuress  who  is 
out  to  aggrandize  herself,  to  assert 
herself  at  whatever  cost  is  destructive  to 
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President 
Baker  University 

Nominations  and  applications  ore  invited  for 
the  position  of  President. 

Baker  University.  Baldwin  City,  Konsas  is  a 
United  Methodist-related  four-year  liberal  arts 
college. 

The  President  is  the  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  university  and  reports  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  The  President  should  be  on  individual 
who  is  familiar  with  and  supportive  of  the  role  of 
independent  church -related  higher  education  ond 
is  prepared  by  experience  to  provide  leadership 
in  developmental,  administrative  ond  ocademic 
affairs 

Deadline  for  applications  is  September  I, 
1V79.  Nominations  and  applications  with  current 
resumes  should  be  sent  to: 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Duboc.  Chairman 
Presidential  Search  Committee 
PostOffico  Box  138 
Baldwin  City,  Kansas  66006 
AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY.  AFFIRMATIVE 
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society.  By  contrast,  the  woman  who  can 
hold,  direct  and  capitalize  upon  the 
male’s  energy  —  in  short,  the  woman  of 
Proverbs  31  —  is  an  absolute  essential  for 
human  civilization." 

Quoting  the  statements  attributed  to 
Paul  in  1  Timothy  and  Ephesians.  Dr. 
Oswalt  said  a  man  is  "destroyed”  when  a 
woman  threatens  his  leadership  and  a 
woman  is  “destroyed”  by  "the  lack  of  a 
man’s  total  commitment  to  her."  He  said 
there  are  graphic  examples  of  this  in  the 
animal  world  where  a  “tom-cat  will  Fight 
other  males  to  the  death,  but  merely 
flattens  his  ears  and  backs  away  when  a 
female  puts  her  nose  in  his  food  dish." 

He  said  men  likewise  refuse  to 
compete  with  women  and  will  "quietly  go 
away"  when  a  woman  invades  their 


"turf."  He  said  that  women  who 
"achieve  among  men  are  almost  never 
attracted  to  their  male  peers.” 

"They  seem  to  want  those  (males)  who 
have  achieved  more  than  the  other  males 
around  them.  And,  why  not?  Shouldn’t 
the  fathers  of  the  next  generation  be  the 
superior  types?"  he  asked. 

Asked  later  by  TM/UMR  to  assess 
where  unmarried  women  would  fit  into 
what  he  had  described.  Dr.  Oswalt  said 
"they  would  be  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule.” 

"I  am  not  saying  all  women  are  called 
by  God  to  this  role,"  he  said.  "I  am 
saying  that  in  general  this  is  the  role  God 
has  designed  into  women.  It  is  rejection 
of  this  role  by  the  majority  of  women  that 
I  oppose." 


Pro-  ‘gay’ stand  denied 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ASHLAND.  Ohio  —  A  charge  leveled 
here  July  25  that  three  executives  of 
United  Methodist  national  boards  have 
openly  supported  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals  has  drawn  denials  from  the 
three  officials  and  a  highly  qualified 
“clarification”  from  the  accuser. 

In  a  speech  before  about  1.600 
participants  at  a  "Good  News” 
movement  convocation  here.  Dr.  Paul  A. 
Mickey,  a  Duke  University  seminary 
professor  who  heads  the  “Good  News" 
board  of  directors,  charged  that  those 
who  have  “gone  on  record”  in  support  of 
ordination  of  homosexuals  include:  Dr. 
F.  Thomas  Trotter,  head  of  the  UMC’s 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry:  Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  top 
executive  of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Discipleship:  andTheressa  Hoover,  head 
of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

When  contacted  by  TM/UMR. 
however,  all  three  executives  denied  the 
accuracy  of  Dr.  Mickey’s  charges.  Dr. 
Talbert  called  the  charges  "completely 
false  "  Dr.  Trotter  said  the  charges  were 
"irresponsible"  and  were  a  "false 
witness"  against  him.  Ms.  Hoover, 
although  she  could  not  be  reached 
directly  by  TM/UMR.  said  through  a 
secretary  that  she  has  ‘“made  no  such 
public  statements." 

According  to  Dr.  Mickey’s  initial 
charges.  Dr.  Trotter  and  Dr.  Talbert 
voted  for  "ordination  of  homosexuals" 
this  spring  during  a  standing  vote  on  the 
issue  before  the  UMC's  Pacific  and 
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Southwest  Annual  Conference.  He  said 
Ms.  Hoover  announced  while  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  on  July  24  that  "she 
intended  to  support  ordination  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  at  the  1980 General  Conference.” 

Later,  in  a  telephone  conversation  with 
Dr.  Mickey.  Dr.  Trotter  pointed  out  that 
there  was  no  petition  calling  for  the 
ordination  of  homosexuals  at  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference  and 
demanded  a  public  apology  from  Dr. 
Mickey  for  the  charges. 

Dr.  Mickey  responded  with  an 
additional  statement  to  the  press  entitled 
"Statement  of  Clarification."  In  the 
"clarification."  Dr.  Mickey  said  he 
stands  by  his  statement  concerning  Ms. 
Hoover  and  said  he  has  access  to  a  tape 
recording  of  the  remarks.  On  the  other 
matter,  however.  Dr.  Mickey  admitted 
his  charges  had  been  “misleading"  in 
some  ways  and  apologized  for 
"conveying  such  misinformation."  He 
said  Dr.  Trotter  was  correct  in  his  claims 
that  the  ordination  of  homosexuals  had 
not  been  the  stated  issue  in  the  vote. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  vote  had  been  to 
remove  current  church  prohibitions  on 
use  of  church  funds  to  "promote 
acceptance  of  homosexuality"  and  to 
change  current  statements  on 
homosexuality  in  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  which  says  homosexuality  is 
"incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 
Dr.  Mickey  still  maintained,  however, 
that  the  effect  of  the  changes  he  said  Dr. 
Trotter  and  Dr.  Talbert  voted  for  would  be 
to  "support  the  movement  toward  ordi¬ 
nation  of  homosexuals  and  to  "power" 
the  movement  with  UMC  money. 

Commenting  on  Dr.  Mickey's 
“clarification.”  Dr.  Trotter  said: 
“Professor  Mickey  was  careless  in  his 
information  and  irresponsible  in 
reporting  an  action  that  in  fact  has  not 
taken  place.”  He  said  the  "apology"  was 
"marred  by  his  defense  and  his 
introduction  of  his  editorial  comments." 

"Those  who  are  concerned  about  the 
moral  character  of  the  ministry  of  the 
church  ought  also  to  concern  themselves 
with  the  commandment  not  to  bear  false 
witness.”  Dr.  Trotter  said. 
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Refugee  aid  advocated 


Methodist  council puts‘boat people 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.  (UMC)  - 
Member  churches  in  North  America  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  (WMC) 
were  urged  here  July  21  to  sponsor  and 
help  resettle  “greatly  increased” 
numbers  of  Indo-Chinese  refugees. 

“Our  hearts  are  stunned  and  saddened 
at  the  continuing  tragedy  of  the  masses 
of  Indo-Chinese  people  who  have  been 
forced  to  flee  from  their  homes  on  foot, 
and  in  boats."  said  the  resolution 
adopted  unanimously  by  some  100 
members  of  the  North  American  Section 
of  the  WMC  meeting  here  July  20-22.  The 
North  American  section  includes  eight 
churches  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada  with 
more  than  14  million  members. 

In  another  resolution,  the  U.S. 
representatives  here  expressed 
"appreciation”  to  President  Carter  for 
his  "emphasis  on  the  moral  and  spiritual 
dimensions  of  our  present  problems”  in 
his  July  15  address  to  the  nation.  "We 
believe  our  (church  members)  will 
respond  to  vour  call  to  a  higher  standard 
of  stewardship  of  our  God-given  natural 
resources.” 

A  third  resolution  adopted  here 
“acknowledge(d)"  the  leadership  of 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa,  now  the  first  black  Prime 
Minister  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  in  both 
church  and  state  affairs,  and  offered 
prayers  "that  God’s  special  graces  may 
be  brought  to  bear  in  and  through  your 
leadership”  in  religious  and  civic  life  in 
that  country. 

The  resolution  on  Indo-Chinese 
refugees  also  called  on  the  government 
of  Vietnam  "to  cease  its  massive 
violation  of  human  rights”  and 

\  oiing  ^yriters 

Editor's  Note:  Several  weeks  ago. 
TM/UMR  invited  young  writers  to 
contribute  articles  for  publication.  The 
following  articles  were  among  those 
received.  They  are  by  Mary  Ellen 
Shrank,  a  member  of  Carlmont  UMC  in 
Belmont.  California,  and  Barre  A.  Butts, 
a  member  of  Wheeler  UMC  in  Bath.  New 
York. 

Youth  groups 
offer  growth 

By  MARY  ELLEN  SHRANK 
I  believe  a  youth  group  should  be  a 
place  for  worship,  fun.  and  low  pressure. 

I  have  had  both  good  and  bad 
experiences  in  youth  groups  depending 
on  how  these  three  basic  qualities  were 
balanced.  One  of  these  three  basic 
qualities  must  not  overbalance  the  other 
two.  It  is  difficult  to  constantly  be  in 
worship  and  communion  unless  fun  and 
low  pressure  are  part  of  it. 

Likewise,  if  all  a  group  does  is  “have 
fun”,  it  does  not  fulfill  the  needs  of  the 
individual  members  to  grow.  The  last 
quality  I  feel  is  very  important  because  it 
in  itself  is  a  balance.  If  too  much 
pressure  or  responsibility  is  placed  on 
any  one  member,  this  member  finds 
himself  in  a  very  unenjoyable  position. 

The  pressure  placed  on  newcomers 
ought  to  be  low  —  for  too  much  of  it 
scares  them  away:  and  how  can  a  group 
grow  larger  without  new  members? 
Likewise,  too  little  pressure  causes  the 
group  to  disintegrate.  When  a  group  has 
achieved  these  basic  qualities,  it  is  most 
enjoyable  to  be  a  member. 

Why  do  I  go  to  my  youth  group?  What 
does  it  mean  to  me?  I  go  because  I  enjoy 
the  people:  it  fulfills  my  needs  in 
worship,  fellowship,  love,  friendship,  and 
fun:  and  it  is  a  place  of  sanctuary  (I  get 
out  of  the  house).  I  attend  because  every 
person  I  meet  there,  young  or  old, 
teaches  me  something  about  living  life  or 
myselh 

I  see  people,  as  well  as  myself,  growing 
all  the  time;  growing  not  only  in 
friendship,  but  in  worship  as  well.  This 
group  I  attend  means  so  much  to  me 
because  to  see  the  Holy  Spirit  working  in 
so  many  people  is  a  glorious  sight ! 

Small  churches 
face  problems 

Bv  BARRE  A.  BUTTS 
Which  comes  first,  the  chicken  or  the 
egg17  Which  comes  first,  the  people  or  the 
programs?  I  live  in  a  fairly  small 
community  with  a  United  Methodist 
Church.  We  need  youth  as  they  are  the 
only  hope  for  the  future.  Five  young 
people,  including  myself,  recently  joined 
our  church:  however,  we  had  been 
attending  church  before  joining. 

We  need  more  programs  to  attract 
youth,  but  we  still  need  youth  to  start 
programs.  Last  fall  we  started  a  Sunday 
School  program  which  had  been  inactive 
for  several  years.  Our  only  attendance, 
however,  was  from  people  who  had 
already  been  attending  church.  This 
summer  we  are  hosting  a  4-H  recreation 
program.  Small  churches  have  a  big 
problem  when  people  leave  local 
churches  to  attend  larger  churches  in 
other  areas. 

Our  minister.  Rev.  Robert  Lewis,  helps 
a  lot  by  visiting  people  in  the  community, 
but  people  want  programs  we  simply  can¬ 
not  offer.  Small  churches  can  offer  a 
more  personal  service  than  most  large 
churches  can.  but  people  want  much 
more  than  that.  It  seems  that  small 
churches  face  a  long,  steep  hill  on  a  tank 
of  gas  that  already  reads  a  large 
"EMPTY." 


commended  church  and  secular  agencies 
involved  in  resettlement,  and  the 
representatives  of  U.S.  churches  urged 
Congress  to  approve,  “and  the 
administration  effectively  and  speedily 
to  implement."  the  pending  Refugee  Act 
of  1979. 

At  about  the  same  time  the  action  was 
being  taken  here,  it  was  announced  in 
Geneva.  Switzerland,  that  Vietnam  had 
promised  to  end  "for  a  reasonable  period 
of  time”  its  policy  of  forcing  citizens  it 
considers  undesirable  to  flee  the  country. 

The  action  came  at  a  two-dav 
international  conference  which  included 
two  United  Methodists  among  its 
participants  -  Bishop  Wayne  K.  Clymer 
of  Minneapolis,  chairman  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  UMCOR  chief 
staff  executive  (separate  story  to 
come). 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  B.  McIntosh,  Dallas, 
Texas,  a  regional  staff  executive  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  who 
introduced  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
WMC  North  American  Section,  said  that 
more  than  300.000  persons  now  are  in 
Southeast  Asian  refugee  camps,  and  the 
total  may  reach  half  a  million  by  the  end 
of  the  year  He  said  the  deaths  of  at  least 
200.000  refugees  have  been  documented. 


Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA  —  Black  United  Methodist 
churches  are  not  doing  enough  locally  to 
train  youth  about  the  church  and  how 
they  can  be  involved  in  it,  said  the 
chairperson  of  the  youth  arm  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR) 
here  recently. 

"Historically,  the  black  church  has 
been  the  most  powerful  institution  in  the 
community  and  the  seat  of  black  social 
involvement.  The  church  must  again 
take  on  that  leadership  role,  to  educate 
and  facilitate  the  witness  of  blacks  in  Jhe 
church,"  Mark  Venson  of  Washington, 
D.C.  told  TM/UMR. 

In  a  first  step  toward  educating  black 
youth  about  the  UMC  and  its  programs, 
BMCR  held  its  first  National  BMCR 
Youth  Conference  here  July  26-29.  More 
than  150  youth  from  local  churches 
across  the  U.S.  came  together  in  the  first 
conference  of  its  kind  since  the  former 
Methodist  Church’s  all  black  Central 
Jurisdiction  was  dissolved  in  1964. 

The  participants,  mostly  high  school- 
aged  youth,  attended  workshops  on  UM 
organizational  structure,  scholarship 
and  loan  programs  of  the  UMC,  drugs 
and  alcohol  abuse,  planned  parenthood 
and  employment.  They  also  heard 
presentations  on  Southern  Africa,  the 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization, 
and  church-related  vocations.  The 
workshops  were  led  by  black  national 
church  leaders  in  order  to  give  the  youth 
an  opportunity  to  see  some  black  leaders 


high  on  agenda 

Meanwhile.  UMC  officials  in  New  York 
announced  that  United  Methodist 
churches  that  have  indicated  a 
willingness  to  accept  a  family  of  "boat 
people"  may  be  in  for  a  slight  delay. 

While  President  Carter  announced  in 
Tokyo  that  the  U.S.  would  up  its  monthly 
quota  to  14.000,  none  of  these  refugees  is 
expected  until  at  least  October,  said  Lilia 
Fernandez,  refugee  secretary  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

Those  being  admitted  now  under  the 
old  quota  of  7.000  are  almost  all  “‘family 
reunions."  which  means  they  must  be 
resettled  in  the  same  city  where  their 
relatives  reside. 

Instead  of  writing  angry  letters  to  Ms. 
Fernandez  saying  "Where  is  our 
family?"  United  Methodists  are  being 
encouraged  by  UMCOR  to  write  their 
congressional  representative  urging  that 
money  be  appropriated  by  Congress  to 
pay  transportation  costs. 

The  nation’s  budget  year  ends  Sept.  30, 
and  State  Department  officials  are 
currently  preparing  amendments  to  the 
fiscal  1980  budget  which  goes  into  effect 
Oct.  1.  It  is  estimated  that  for  7,000 
additional  refugees  per  month,  about 
$170  million  must  be  added  to  the  budget. 
This  can  be  done  only  with  congressional 
approval. 


of  the  UMC,  and  to  give  the  leaders  the 
chance  to  relate  to  an  all-black  audience, 
Mr.  Venson  said. 

Another  issue  addressed  by  the 
conference  was  the  participation  of  black 
youth  in  the  UMC  beyond  the  local  level. 
Black  youth  have  not  been  included 
enough  in  the  church  on  the  district, 
conference  or  national  levels,  said 
Madelyn  C.  Greene,  BMCR  youth 
coordinator.  "Another  of  our  purposes  is 
to  help  them  become  more  familiar  with 
the  UMC  and  the  youth  organization  of 
the  church.  It’s  their  organization,  too. 
They  must  be  represented." 

In  convocation  actions,  the  youth 
conference: 

•  formally  organized  themselves  as 
the  National  BMCR  Youth  Caucus  and 
voted  to  meet  annually; 

•  drafted  a  resolution  to  send  to  the 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
meeting  Aug.  6-11  in  New  Orleans, 
informing  that  group  of  their 
organization  and  of  their  intentions  to 
work  toward  increased  inclusiveness  of 
blacks  in  the  youth  structures  of  the 
church; 

•  designated  September  as  BMCR 
Youth  Month  to  generate  support  and 
funding  for  the  black  youth  caucus  and 
its  programs  from  local  churches; 

•  received  draft  copies  of  “A 
Confirmation  Manual  for  Youth  in  the 
Church,”  written  by  youth  chairperson 
Mark  Venson.  The  manual  incorporates 
the  history  of  blacks  in  the  UMC,  and  is 
now  being  considered  for  publication. 


Classified 

RATE:  55  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 

insertion.  $13.75  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  .on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

WINTER  IN  FLORIDA:  Christian  friends,  winter  on 
well  located  Indian  Rocks  Beaeh.  Clearwater  St 
Pete  area  New  house  sleeps  five  (5)  Nov  1  April  30 
or  part.  Near  church,  fishing,  goll  and  all 

RETIRED?  Unique  Village  -  live  independently, 
inexpensively,  ranch  house.  Life  lease  $7,500  or  $75 
month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees.  Apartments,  too.  National  Church  Residences, 
Waverly,  Ohio,  45690. 

attractions  R.  W  Heinz.  Rt  1.  Box  374-Q.  Valrico, 
FL  33594.  Phone  <813 1  685-5327. 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collections,  accumulations, 

estates.  Methodist  investor  with  auiet  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 

FUND  RAISING  Church  related  since  1948.  Sunrise 
Seminar  Campaign,  copyrighted  plan  Raise  $100,000 
—  one  million  or  more.  Save  $50,000  to  $100,000  in 
professional  fees.  Call  for  free  information  (913)  273- 
5378. 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex.  78403. 

THE  COLLEGE  OF  ST.  JOHN  the  Evangelist. 
Auckland,  is  seeking  to  appoint  a  Staff  person  to 
teach  Old  Testament  and  Intentestamental 

PASSION  PLAY  —  Visit  Oberammergau.  Germany 
in  June,  1980  to  see  the  world  famous  passion  play 
Tour  consists  of  17  days  and  6  major  European  cities 
plus  Oberammeragau  located  in  the  beautiful 
Bavarian  Alps  Tour  is  first  class  with  arrangements 
handled  by  Hulda  Warren  Travel  Agency.  Only  :to 
spaces  available  and  commitment  must  be  made  by 
September,  1979  Don't  miss  this  once  in  a  life  time 
opportunity  Call  Now"'  Days  <214 >  742-5858. 

Metro  263-7124.  Nights  and  week  ends  < 214i  341-2578 
Tommy  DeGaugh.  1905  Commerce.  Dallas  TX  75201 

Literature  as  a  member  ol  the  Biblical  Studies 
Department  of  three.  Emphasis  is  placed  on  basic 
study  of  the  Old  Testament,  but  candidates  will  be 
expected  to  have  a  lively  and  informed  interest  in  the 
use  of  the  Bible  in  the  Church  today  The  College 
prepares  men  and  women  for  ordination  principally 
in  the  Anglican  and  Methodist  churches  The  person 
appointed  will  be  required  to  offer  courses  lor 
students  preparing  for  College  Diploma,  Licentiate 
in  Theology,  Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  Bachelor  of 
Theology  S/he  will  also  have  pastoral 

HOLY  LAND  eight  day  tour  leaving  October  8,  1979 
Write  Pastor  Walter  Wnek,  81  Main  St.,  Coventry, 
R.1. 02893. 

academic  responsibility  for  extramural  students 
Applicants  must  be  communicant  members  of  a 
church  denomination  associated  with  the  National 

ALBUQUERQUE'S  FIRST  United  Methodist  Church 

(1,600  members)  seeks  enthusiastic,  creative  person 
to  stimulate  and  expand  Christian  Education  and 
organize  programs  designed  to  enrich  life  and 
management  skills.  If  interested  contact  Rev 
Leonard  Gillingham  for  job  description.  P.O.  Box 
1638,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87103  (  505  )  243-5646 

Council  of  Churches  in  New  Zealand 

The  College  stipend  and  allowances  < 
Methodisl/Presbyterian  rate)  will  be  paid  and  a  free 
house  provided  There  are  attractive  conditions  of 
work  and  superannuation  provision  The 
appointment  is  to  lake  effect  from  February  1,  1981 
Any  who  wish  to  express  interest  or  to  make  lurther 

ADMINISTRATOR  for  girl's  home  wanted  — 

Frances  E.  Willard  Home  for  Girls  located  in  Tulsa, 
Okla.  is  accepting  applications  for  an  administrator 
Interested  persons  should  send  resume  to  Clifton  D 
McKoy,  Executive  Director.  Rt.  1.  Box  129-A,  Gore, 
Okla  74435.  Position  requires  experience  in  child 
care  field.  Master  level  preferred 

inquiries  should  write  to  the  Warden  as  soon  as 
possible.  Applications,  including  a  Curriculum  Vitae 
and  any  covering  documents,  together  with  the 
names  of  two  Referees,  should  reach  the  Warden  by 
November  15.  1979  at  the  latest  The  address  is  as 
follows  The  College  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  202 

St  John's  Rd.,  Meadowbank.  Auckland.  5,  New 

Lands  tour  including  a  5-dav  cruise  following  the 
Journeys  of  St.  Paul  in  the  Mediterranean  area  and 
visits  to  Israel,  Egypt  and  Greece.  June  12-27,  1980 

WANTED:  Educational  assistant  at  church  of  500 

members  in  county  seat  town  of  1800  Contact  1st 
UMC,  Box  447,  Goldlhwaite.  TX  76844  <915)  648-2629 

including  Southern  Europe  and  passion  play  at 
Oberammergau  Travel  with  Dr  and  Mrs,  Forrest 
Robinson.  Travel  Tours  Unlimited,  Box  8187 
Wichita,  Kans  67208,  (316  )  698-2835 

DIACONAL  MINISTER,  graduate  of  CMSS  with  15 
years  experience  in  Music  Ministry  directing  adult, 
youth,  children  and  handbell  choirs  seeking  full-time 
position  developing  and  directing  total  music- 
program  for  progressive  church.  Excellent 
references.  For  resume  contact  Jo  Barber,  1609  W 
Blodgett,  Carlsbad,  NM  88220 

HANDBELLS,  Handbell  accessories  "We  sell  —  We 
repair."  Handbells.  P.O.  Box  6124,  St.  Matthews,  Ky 
40207 

SEPTEMBER  18  18-DAY  MIDDLE  EAST  including 
Baghdad,  Damascus,  Jordan,  Israel,  and  Athens. 
October  1-8  12th  Pentecostal  World  Conference. 
November  19  11-Day  Damascus/Jordan/Israel  with 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  non-profit  organization. 

Bachelor  degree  or  better:  administrative  experi¬ 
ence.  Mature  Christian  Reply  Box  12599,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  PA  19151. 

various  departures  Contact:  World  Wide  Christian 
Tours,  P.O  Box  506,  Elizabethtown.  Ky.  42701.  (502) 
769-5900. 

PART  TIME  PUBLICITY/Public  Relations  Non 
profit  organization  Mature  Christian  Replv  Box 
12599,  Philadelphia,  PA  19151 

8-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  -  January  I960 

Christian  Group  Forming  Now.  Hosts  needed 
WOMITO,  P.O  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs,  Fla 
33166. 

NEED  SECOND  SOPRANO  for  gospel  group  Must 
be  Christian  Call  (214)  291  7361  or  (214  )  651-1933  for 
more  information 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES  '  God  Loves  You" 

or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  16  cents;  100.  $15.00; 
bronze  cross,  $1.50;  poems.  "Cross  in  my  Pocket,"  2 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHOIR  and  youth  program,  lull¬ 
time  $9,000,  part-time,  negotiable  FUMC,  P.O.  Box 

99,  Rusk.  TX 75785.  <214  )  683-4675 

Raleigh.  N.C  27609 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holv  Land  Trip 

with  Dr.  Charles  L  Allen,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  901  Clay  St  .,  Houston,  Tex  77002 

AMAZING  RESULTS  How  to  Stop  Smoking  " 

Enterprises.  Box  15304,  Chesapeake,  VA  23320. 

MARYVILLE,  TENNESSEE:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  membership  1250,  seeking  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education.  Community  of  Approximately  30.000 
population  near  Great  Smoky  Mountain  National 
Park,  south  of  Knoxville  sixteen  miles.  Duties  to 
include  administration  and  supervision  of  church, 
to  initiate  additional  educational  opportunities  for  all 
ages,  to  act  as  resource  person  for  educational 
programs,  to  provide  teacher  and  leadership  train¬ 
ing,  with  special  emphasis  on  youth  ministry  Five 
years  experience  preferred  Salary  negotiable  Con 
tact  Dr  Robert  P.  Knoll,  c/o  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O  Box  473,  804  Montvale  Station  Rd 
Maryville,  TN  37801 

RESIDENT  DIRECTOR:  Wesley  Woods  Christian 
Education  Center,  a  camp  serving  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  conference,  seeks  qualified  lay  or 
clergy  candidate  to  administer  the  camp's  overall 
operation.  Responsibilities  include  organizational, 
supervisory,  promotional,  training  and  program 
planning  duties.  Experience  preferred  Position 
available  immediately.  Salary  negotiable  Send 
letter  of  application,  resume  and  two  letters  of 
recommendation  to  Richard  Stewart.  282  Allegheny 

St..  Meadville.  PA  16335  by  August  31  An  equal  1 
opportunity  employer  j 

Black  UMC  youth 
organize  new  caucus 


Bv  BEA JONES 


Delegation  Assigns  Committee  Posts 


Members  of  the 
General  Conference 
delegation  met  in 
Shreveport,  recent¬ 
ly,  to  begin  their 
preliminary  work. 
The  Conference, 
which  will  be  held 
in  Indianapolis  next 
April,  requires  a 
great  deal  of  work 
on  the  part  of  those  elected,  even  before 


the  session  convenes. 

Each  member  of  the  delegation  is 
assigned  to  a  legislative  committee. 
These  ten  committees  are  responsible  for 
the  proposals  which  are  later  considered 
by  the  whole  Conference.  As  you  know, 
every  petition  which  is  sent  to  the 
General  Conference,  must  be  given 
consideration;  and,  in  fact,  must  re 
reported  on  to  the  Conference.  Each 
legislative  committee  is  broken  down 


into  sub  committees;  and  these  are 
responsible  for  reporting  to  the  total 
committee,  and  then  to  the  conference. 

Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  the 
persons  from  our  delegation  who  will  be 
serving  on  these  committees.  Church  and 
Society  -  J.  Philip  Woodland;  Committee 
on  Conferences  -  W.  D.  Cotton; 
Discipleship  -  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery; 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  -  W.  T. 


Handy,  Jr.;  Global  Ministries  -  L.  Ray 
Branton  and  Mrs.  Amy  Ward;  Local 
Church  -  John  B.  Tubb;  Financial 
Administration  -  D.  L.  McGuire;  Council 
on  Ministries  -  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  and 
Jack  Dew;  Independent  Commissions  - 
Carole  Cotton  Winn;  and  Administrative 
Order  -  Hubert  Blanchard.  If  you  have 
some  question,  or  some  particular 
concern  about  one  of  these  areas,  you 
may  want  to  address  it  to  the  person  who 


is  to  work  in  that  area . 

Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
delegation,  tells  us  that  there  will  be  two 
meetings— one  in  Ruston  and  the  other  in 
Baton  Rouge— in  late  winter.  These 
meetings  will  be  open  to  anyone  who 
desires  to  attend,  and  will  be  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  some  of  the  issues 
which  will  be  before  the  conference.  We 
will  announce  dates  and  etc.  when  they 
are  available. 


Members  of  the  delegation  voted  to  ask 
that  when  local  churches  and/or 
individuals  send  petitions  to  the  General 
Church;  you  also  send  a  copy  to  the 
Council  on  Ministries  Office  -  P.O.  Box 
3057  in  Baton  Rouge.  TTiis  way  the 
petition  can  be  forwarded  to  the  person 
who  will  be  on  that  legislative 
committee,  and  they  can  be  more  aware 
of  what  your  feelings  are  about  the 
issues. 
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Broadmoor  UMC  Youth 
“Rock  Around  The  Clock” 

Through  the  combined  “rocking” 
efforts  of  the  Junior  and  Senior  High 
UMY’s  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  approximately  $2,000  was  raised 
for  Angola  Prison  Chapel  Fund.  Forty- 
nine  youth  joined  forces  in  a  24-hour 
“Rock-a-thon”  on  July  20-21st,  in  the 
church  activities  building.  Parents  and 
counselors  manned  the  food  lines  while 
the  youth  rocked  in  rocking  chairs  to 
collect  pledges  of  support  by  friends  and 
church  members.  The  minimum  pledge 
was  10c  per  hour  rocked;  the  highest 
pledge  received  was  $5.00  per  hour!  Bret 
Malcolm  received  a  T-shirt  imprinted 
with  BUMC  Rock-a-thon  1979  for  having 
the  highest  pledge  total.  Kurt  Wagner 
and  Carol  Copenhaver  were  in  2nd  and 
3rd  place.  Rocking  bingo,  travel  films, 
demonstrations,  old  movies,  games, 
food,  fun  and  fellowship  kept  the  rockers 
alert  (?)  and  happy. 


Workshop  for 
Clown  Ministry 

An  all-day  workshop  for  persons 
interested  in  the  “Clown  Ministry”  will 
be  staged  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m., 
Saturday,  September  15th,  at  Aurora 
UMC,  3300  Eton  St.  on  New  Orleans’  West 
Bank. 

David  H.  Glenn,  counselor  for  Aurora’s 
clown  troupe,  called  the  “Holy  Fools,” 
said  youth  and  adults  interested  in  this 
special  ministry  are  invited  to  attend  the 
workshop,  and  learn  about  the  various 
aspects  of  Christian  clown  costuming 
and  clowning  techniques.  He  stressed 
that  the  workshop  is  open  not  only  to 
United  Methodists  but  also  to  others 
interested  in  the  ministry. 

Glenn  said  Aurora’s  “Holy  Fools,”  who 
visit  nursing  homes,  hospitals,  state 
schools,  and  children’s  homes  to  bring 
happiness,  hope,  love,  and  concern,  were 
organized  in  the  spring  of  1977.  The 
Aurora  troupe  now  is  comprised  of  more 
than  35  youth  and  7  adults. 

The  September  15th  workshop  will 
include  films  on  the  role  of  clowns  in  a 
servant  ministry  as  well  as  make-up 
classes  and  costuming  and  clown 
techniques. 

Persons  interested  in  attending  the 
workshop  are  urged  to  contact  the  Rev. 
Fred  Wideman,  associate  minister, 
Aurora  UMC,  3300  Eton  St.,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70114.  The  church  telephone 
is  (504  )  394-5483. 
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They  look  all  tuckered  out;  and  with  good  reason!  They 
have  been  rocking  in  those  chairs  for  24-hours.  A  whole  lot  of 
rocking!  So  they  can  help  build  a  chapel  at  Angola  Prison. 


Women  In  New  Worlds 


Historical  Perspectives  on  the  UM  Tradition 


There  will  be  a  major  conference  on 
church  women’s  history  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  February  1-3,  1980,  according  to 
Mrs.  Lottie  Palazzo,  chairperson  of  the 
Conference  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women. 

The  sessions  will  include  such  topics 
as:  Lay  and  Clergy  Rights,  Women  in 
Politics,  Deaconesses,  Missionaries, 
Piety  and  TTieology,  Family  history, 


Clergy  wives,  Frontier  Women,  the 
Ecumenical  Movement,  and  Ante¬ 
cedents/Comparisons  to  other 
Traditions. 

Registration  and  Program  Materials 
will  be  available  in  October  from  the 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  Box  488,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 
28745. 


Three  members  of  the  “Holy  Fools,”  a  clown  troupe  at 
Aurora  UMC,  are  pictured  here  in  their  clown  make-up  and 
costumes.  They  are  (from  1.)  Susan  McCarty,  Heidi  Allain, 
and  Laura  Edwards.  The  clown  troupe  regularly  visits  the 
sick  and  aged  as  well  as  children  in  homes  and  hospitals. 


:j:  The  oldest  member  of  the 

:•  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Rev.  v 
>:  R.  M.  Davis,  died  in  Los  Angeles  on  :• 

August  2nd.  Rev.  Davis  was  103  •: 
x  years  of  age.  He  retired  from  Wesley  j: 
x  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  in  1948.  His  two  :j 
jjj  principal  appointments  were  First  •: 
>:  Street  and  Wesley.  Services  were  :• 
*  held  in  Wesley  Church  in  Los  •: 

Angeles. 


Centenary  College 
Sets  Registration 
For  Fall  Semester 

Registration  for  the  fall  semester  at 
Centenary  College,  for  students  who  pre¬ 
registered  in  May,  will  be  held  Monday, 
August  27th  on  the  first  floor  of  Mickle 
Hall.  Students  will  be  taken  in 
alphabetical  order  (last  name)  from  9 
a.m.  to  noon,  and  from  1-4  p.m. 

Registration  for  students  who  did  not 
pre-register  in  May  will  be  held  Tuesday, 
Aug.  28th  in  Room  114  of  Mickle  Hall. 
Students  will  register  from  9  a.m.  to  noon 
and  from  1-4  p.m.  in  alphabetical  order. 

Registration  for  graduate  students  and 
undergraduate  students  who  have 
permission  will  be  held  Monday  evening, 
Aug.  27th,  from  6:30  to  8  p.m.  in  Mickle 
Hall.  They  will  be  divided  into  two 
alphabetical  groups. 

Students  who  have  not  been  formally 
admitted  to  the  College  and  who  wish  to 
enroll  should  contact  the  Office  of 
Admissions. 


Around  The  Conference 


Indian  Bayou  -  It  would  not  seem  like 
Labor  Day  in  Southwest  Louisiana 
without  the  Indian  Bayou  Barbecue.  This 
church,  in  open  country,  has  furnished 
lay  leadership  for  churches  all  across  the 
Gulf  coast;  and,  at  last  count  we  had,  12 
ministers.  Every  year  the  Labor  Day 
barbecue  brings  folk  back  home  for  a 
time  of  fellowship,  seeing  all  the  kinfolks, 
eating  all  you  can  hold,  and  raising 
money  for  the  cemetery. 

Winnsboro  -  The  107th  anniversary  of 
“the  purchase  of  the  church  lot,”  and  the 
construction  of  the  first  church  in 
Winnsboro”  will  be  celebrated  the  end  of 
this  month.  The  church  bulletin 
announced  that  the  guest  speaker  will  be 
the  Rev.  David  Shirley,  who  grew  up  in 
the  Winnsboro  church,  and  who  is  pastor 
of  the  Alto  Baptist  Church.  Of  course, 
there  will  be  “Dinner-on-the-Grounds,” 
announced  with  typical  Methodist 
pessimism :  “either  on  the  parking  lot  or 
in  the  Fellowship  Hall,  depending  on  the 
WEATHER”.  For  shame! 

Baton  Rouge  -  “Affirmation  of 
ourselves  and  each  other  as  people  loved 
by  God”  was  the  focus  of  the  Serendipity 


Workshop,  sponsored  by  the  BRH 
District  Youth  Team.  The  Workshop, 
held  July  28th  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  was 
led  by  Rev.  David  Stone,  Professor  of 
Youth  Ministry  at  Centenary  College  and 
developer  of  the  Creative  Youth  Ministry 
Models  company. 

New  Orleans  -  Lottie  Palazzo, 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  wants  you  to  know  that  the 
Commission  has  available  (for  postage) 
tapes  of  the  major  addresses  to  the 
Convocation  of  Clergy-Women,  held  in 
Dallas  last  January.  Speakers  were: 
Rev.  Sharon  Brown  Chrisopher;  Dr. 
Beverly  Wildung  Harrison;  Ms.  Annette 
Hutchins-Felder;  Rev.  Doris  Moreland 
Jones;  Rev.  Leontine  Kelly;  Rev.  Liz 
Lopez -Spence ;  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey 
Powers;  and  Rev.  Tallulah  Fisher 
Williams.  If  you  are  interested,  send  a 
request  to  Lottie  Palazzo,  2221  Elizabeth 
St.  Metairie  70003. 

Baton  Rouge  -  Carpenter’s  Chapel  has 
just  completed  their  annual  Youth  Week. 
A  program,  followed  by  recreation  and 
fellowship,  was  held  each  night.  Guest 
speakers  were  Ruth  Taylor.  Larry 


Bouqui;  Rev.  Roger  Mosher;  Paul  and 
Ruth  Wesley;  and  Charlene  and  Tim 
Rouse.  Recreational  activities  included 
pool,  a  ping  pong  tournament,  a  50’s 
dance,  roller  skating,  silent  movies,  and 
bowling.  An  average  of  40  youth  attended 
each  night. 

Blackwater  -  The  Church  observed  a 
World  Hunger  Emphasis  on  Sunday 
evening  with  a  “Hunger  Meal;’’  a  film 
entitled  “Beyond  the  Next  Harvest;”  and 
a  presentation  by  Dr.  William  Patrick  on 
“The  Church  Sponsored  Science 
Education  Project  on  World  Hunger.” 

Lafayette  -  “Asbury’s  Appalachian 
Service  Project  participants  have 
returned  with  new  skills  and  a  new 
awareness.”  according  to  the  Asbury 
Advocate.  Horse  Creek  Center  in  Hima, 
Kentucky  and  Lockerd  Creek  Holler  on 
Elk  Mountain  were  the  focus  of  their 
activity. 

Ruston  -  The  members  of  Trinity  UMC 
and  the  children  and  staff  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  shared  an 
afternoon  of  recreation  for  all  ages, 
Christian  fellowship  and  worship 
recently. 


Alexandria  District 


Leads  The  Conference 

January  -  July  Financial  Report 


The  Alexandria  District,  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  leads 
the  Louisiana  Conference  in  payments  on 
the  decimal  apportionments  (askings) 
for  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year, 
with  60.40%  paid  on  all  items. 

For  the  first  seven  months,  the 
conference  as  a  whole  has  paid  47.03%  on 
all  the  Askings.  A  total  of  $1,908,331.49 
has  been  received  in  the  office  of 
Financial  Affairs  from  the  churches  of 
the  Conference.  This  compares  to 
$1,739,741.07  received  for  all  causes  in  the 
same  period  of  1978. 

Churches  and  ministers  are  sending  in 
money  each  month  on  the  Pension 
Crusade  Pledges.  To  date,  $286,258.08  has 
been  sent  in  from  the  churches  (FUND 
NO.  600),  and  $14,509.15  from  the 
ministers  (FUND  NO.  610)  of  the 
conference. 

An  area  of  concern  at  this  time  is  the 
Higher  Education  Fund,  No.  530  (Wesley 
Foundation).  This  money  supports  the 
Campus  Ministries  in  the  state  colleges 
and  universities.  For  the  first  seven 
months  only  32.85%  of  the  decimal  asking 
has  been  sent  in  by  the  churches.  In 
August,  $20,831.90  was  paid  out  to  the 
Campus  Ministries,  but  only  $13,298.66 
was  received  for  the  fund.  HELP ! ! 

Now  that  we  are  beginning  the  Pension 
Crusade,  it  is  helpful  for  the  minister  of 
the  charge,  working  with  the  church 


treasurer,  to  send  in  on  ONE  Remittance 
Report  for  each  church,  money  from 
both  the  church  or  churches  and  Minister 
or  Ministers.  Don’t  forget  to  report 
regular  pension  (decimal)  Claimant 
money  under  Fund  No.  030  on  the 
Remittance  Report  and  Pension  Crusade 
money  from  the  Church  under  Fund  No 
600,  and  Pension  Crusade  Money  from 
the  minister  or  ministers  under  Fund  No 
610. 

Fund  No.  550  on  the  computer  report  is 
still  titled  in  error  -  DISTRICT 
MISSIONS.  We  have  asked  for  this  to  be 
changed,  but  it  remains  on  the  July 
report.  Fund  No.  550  is  the  Educational 
Priorities  Fund,  as  so  stated  on  the 
Remittance  Report.  Only  29.19%  of  this 
fund  has  been  paid  to  date  by  the 
churches  of  the  conference.  This  money 
is  for  Dillard  University,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  and  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute. 

All  district  funds  are  to  be  sent  to  the 
district  treasurers.  Please  DO  NOT  send 
money  to  the  Conference  Office  for  the 
Thousand  Club,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  or 
District  Budget  Funds. 

A  special  thanks  goes  to  the  local 
church  treasurers,  financial  secretaries, 
and  pastors  for  their  care  and  concern  in 
handling  these  important  local  Christian 
Stewardship  matters  for  the  churches 
and  the  conference. 


Youth  Receive 
Special  Pins 


Louisiana  Conference  $ 
8  Decimal  Askings  Report:? 


Ms.  Betty  Guy,  Children’s  Coordinator 
at  Zachary  UMC  reports  that  the  church 
has  initiated  program  to  encourage 
attendance  at  Sunday  School. 

The  youth  shown  in  the  picture  above 
were  recently  awarded  special  pins  as  a 
result  of  their  having  a  perfect 
attendance  for  24  Sundays  in  a  row. 

The  new  Zachary  program  also 
encourages  persons  to  bring  their  Bibles 
to  Sunday  School.  Ms.  Guy  says,  “Not 
only  are  the  children  enthusiastic  about 
getting  the  awards,  they  are  also 
enthusiastic  about  using  their  Bibles." 

Shown  in  the  picture  are  (1  to  r),  Steve 
Herty,  Ana  Tucker,  Margaret  Jacocks, 
Elizabeth  Eisworth,  Chris  Herty,  Todd 


January-July  1979 


DISTRICT 

1.  Alexandria 

2.  Ruston 

3.  New  Orleans  - 

4.  Monroe 

5.  Lake  Charles 

6.  Baton  Rouge - 

7.  New  Orleans  - 

8.  Shreveport 

9.  Baton  Rouge  - 


PAID  TO  DATE 
60.40% 
52.61% 
Slidell  49.71% 

48.72% 
47.52% 
Hammond  46.36% 
Houma  43.59% 

41.16% 
Lafayette  39.31% 


Eisworth,  Cathy  Jacocks,  Jake  Jacocks, 
Seth  Eisworth,  Asher  Eisworth,  and 
Tracy  Guy.  Now  shown,  Russell 
Spillman. 


Summer  is  a  time  for  Vacation  Bible  Schools;  and  many,  many  churches  across  the 
conference  are  holding  them.  In  fact,  just  looking  at  the  enrollment  and  attendance 
figures  that  keep  coming  in,  one  would  conclude  that  there  are  many  more  children 
this  year  than  in  previous  years. 

The  Bible  School  is  a  time  for  concentrated  study.  Those  who  attend  every  day  for 
the  week,  receive  as  much  Christian  Education  as  in  a  half  year,  attending  Sunday 
School  every  week.  Of  course,  the  Bible  School  program  is  not  meant  to  take  the  place 


of  the  Sunday  School,  but  to  supplement  it. 

Offerings  from  the  children  are  sent  to  missions,  used  to  help  in  community  action 
programs,  or  designated  to  some  kind  of  area  where  children  and  their  concerns  are 
involved. 

The  three  groups  shown  above  come  from  three  sections  of  the  state.  The  group  on 
the  left  is  from  St.  Mark’s  in  Monroe.  They  had  some  114  persons  participate  in  their 
school,  with  an  average  of  98  each  day. 


The  middle  group  is  from  Plaquemine.  They  had  83  youth  and  19  teachers.  You  can 
see  Rev.  George  Cunningham  on  the  left,  and  behind  him,  Mrs.  Helen  Allemond.  the 
director. 

The  group  on  the  right  is  from  the  Raymond  Church,  north  of  Jennings.  They  had  45 
students  ages  three  and  a  half  through  the  sixth  grade.  The  theme  they  studied  was 
‘ ‘We  do  God’s  Work.” 
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Editorials 


Christian  women  not  limited  by 
God  to  ‘the  civilizing  of  male’ 


Dr.  John  Oswalt  in  his  recent  speech  to 
a  “Good  News’’  convocation  in  Ashland, 
Ohio  seems  to  have  left  something  very 
important  out  of  his  thinking  about 
women  and  their  roles  as  Christians  in 
society. 

While  he  went  to  great  lengths  to  point 
out  biblical  models  for  women  presented 
in  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and 
even  documented  and  categorized  the 
“gifts"  God  gave  these  women,  he  shut 
the  psychological  door  to  the  fact  that  the 
gifts  of  God  are  not  historic  alone,  they 
are  an  every  day  occurrence 

Dr.  Oswalt,  likewise,  failed  to 
distinguish  adequately  between  God’s 
changeless  message  to  humanity 
through  Scripture  and  the  various 
cultural  patterns  which  are  exemplified 
in  Scripture.  Although  both  polygamy 
and  slavery  were  clearly  practiced  in 
biblical  times,  few  persons  would  affirm 
either  of  these  patterns  as  exemplifying 
the  essence  of  Christianity  today. 

It  is  equally  inappropriate  for  us  to 
construct  narrow  and  absolute  role 
models  or  even  say  the  “majority"  of 
men  and  women  should  accept  a 
particular  role  based  on  the  roles  they 


assumed  in  biblical  times. 

There  are,  as  Dr.  Oswalt  stated, 
obvious  differences  dictated  by  God 
between  men  and  women,  and  God’s 
creative  intention  obviously  is  for  the 
sexes  to  complement  one  another.  But  it 
is  incredibly  presumptuous  for  us  to 
decide  for  God  what  societal  roles  are 
“normative"  for  men  and  women. 

God  has  provided  diverse  gifts  and 
abilities  to  persons  of  both  sexes.  It  is 
clear  biblically  that  God  is  concerned  for 
the  individual  as  well  as  the  masses.  It  is 
equally  clear  in  Jesus’  teachings,  such  as 
the  parable  of  the  talents,  that  God  ex¬ 
pects  each  of  us  to  make  the  most  of 
God’s  gifts  to  us. 

We  believe  that  Dr.  Oswalt  has 
seriously  erred  in  seeking  to  prove  that 
God  has  assigned  circumscribed  roles 
for  men  and  women.  Through  God’s 
ongoing  revelation,  we  have  learned  that 
a  woman’s  role  in  life  may  properly  be 
more  than  “the  civilizing  of  the  male.” 
We  have  likewise  learned  that  healthier 
children  are  produced  by  caring  couples 
who  share  in  their  nurture  than  by  the 
nurture  of  a  mother  alone. 


Children  belong  in  worship 


“The  family  that  prays  together,  stays 
together,"  claimed  a  familiar  religious, 
public  service  announcement  in  the  early 
1960s. 

Adding  a  different  twist  to  that  theme 
recently,  experts  in  children’s  ministries 
told  a  gathering  of  United  Methodists  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  that  the  congregation 
which  worships  together  grows  together. 
Or,  in  the  words  of  Stan  Stewart,  a 
specialist  in  children’s  ministry  from 
Australia :  “The  common  denominator  in 
sick  and  dying  churches  (is)  that 
children  are  consistently  segregated 
(during  worship)  and  sent  off  to  another 
place"  (seeTM/UMR,  Aug.  10). 

The  “other  place”  he  was  talking  about 
could  be  “junior  church”  —  a  place  some 
congregations  send  their  children  to  have 
their  “own  service”  while  adults  worship 
together  —  or  it  could  be  church  school 
classes  for  children  which  are  held 
simultaneously  with  the  worship  service. 
Either  way,  Mr.  Stewart  contends,  such 
practices  deny  children  the  feeling  of 
being  a  part  of  the  whole  church 
community  and  denies  the  congregation 
the  contribution  of  children  to  the 
community  of  faith. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


We  believe  Mr.  Stewart  is  accurate  in 
his  assessment.  And  while  we  do  not 
know  the  validity  of  his  further  claims 
that  such  segregation  is  partially 
responsible  for  “the  decline  of  mainline 
churches,"  we  are  sure  that  worshipping 
congregations  which  do  not  include  their 
children  with  open  arms  are  being  unfair 
to  themselves  as  well  as  to  their  children. 

Children  undoubtedly  can  be  a 
disruptive  factor  at  times  in  any 
congregation,  and  then  individually  need 
to  be  controlled  by  their  parents  and 
taught  to  respect  the  worship  hour  as 
something  sacred.  And  there  probably 
also  will  always  be  parents  who  sidestep 
their  responsibility  to  control 
misbehavior  during  worship. 

Still,  alternatives  considered,  children 
need  to  be  a  part  of  the  worship 
experience  and  adults  need  the  children 
to  be  a  whole  and  inclusive  community  of 
faith. 

We  need  to  express  the  same  openness 
to  the  children  of  our  congregations  as 
Jesus  showed  when  he  said:  “Let  the 
children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  stop 
them,  because  the  Kingdom  of  heaven 
belongs  to  such  as  these.” 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


young  ^/riters 


SIGN  LANGUAGE 

By  ANDREW  CORSON 
Sign  language 
is  lots  of  fun. 

Fun,  Fun,  Fun. 

It’s  fun  in  a  church 
And  it’s  fun  at  home. 

Sign  language 
is  very  nice. 

Deaf  people  use  it. 

And  they  teach  it  to  hearing  people. 

At  church  we  have 
a  signing  choir. 

It’s  very,  very  sad 
when  people  get  deaf. 

But  our  church  thinks 
they’re  important. 


WHAT  BIRDS  ARE  FOR 

By  JENNIFER  ADAIR 
Birds  are  for  to  make  this  world 
beautiful 

To  sing  and  fly  for  us 
God  made  this  world  so  we  won’t 
fuss 

’Cause  God  made  this  world  for  us! 

THANK  YOU,  LORD 

By  LAURIE  REED 
In  a  world  of  absent  minded  people 
Who  hurry  to  get  things  done 
It’s  nice  to  know  someone  cares 
Thank  you,  Lord. 

When  things  are  going  bad 
And  I’m  in  the  deepest  rut  I  can  get, 
It’s  reassuring  to  know  there’s 
always  a  mountain  top 
Thank  you.  Lord. 

Help  me  to  shine  out  in  the  crowd 
To  be  a  main  stay  when  all  else  falls. 
Keep  me  close  to  your  loving  side 
And  if  I  ever  forget  to  tell  you  .  .  . 
Thank  You,  Lord. 


This  week's  contributors  to  "Young 
Writers"  are:  Andrew  Corson,  6. 
Temple  UMC,  San  Francisco,  Calif. , 
Jennifer  Adair,  8,  St.  Paul's  UMC, 
Garland,  Texas;  and  Laurie  Reed,  17, 
Archie,  Mo. 


Here  I  Stand 

Faith,  science  seminar  offers 
chance  to  examine  viewpoints'^ 

J.  Cynthi 
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By  CYNTHIA  WARNER 

Science  has  proved  four  insults  to 
“man’s  right  to  position  himself  at  the 
center  of  the  universe.  The  first  insult 
was  that  of  Copernicus;  man’s  realm  is 
not  discontinuous  from  the  rest  of  the 
physical  universe  —  it  is  a  minor  planet 
of  a  star  on  the  edge  of  an  ordinary 
galaxy.  The  second  insult  was  that  of 
Darwin;  man  is  not  a  clear  discontinuity 
in  the  animal  forms.  The  third  insult  was 
Freud’s;  man  is  not  above  base  instincts 
and  drives.  The  question  of  the  fourth 
discontinuity  is  whether  man  is 
ultimately  any  more  or  better  than  the 
machine.  This  question  is  evermore 
thrust  upon  people  in  their  encounters 
with  the  computer.” 

I  received  this  challenge  from  Dr. 
Thomas  Sheridan  who  spoke  to  the  more 
than  350  delegates  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Seminar  on  Faith,  Science  and 
the  Future  held  recently  at  MIT.  His 
statement  of  the  scientific  challenges  to 
Christian  faith  spoke  quite  directly  to  me 
—  a  layperson  in  the  UMC  who  is  also  a 
“practicing  scientist"  by  profession.  As 
such  an  individual,  I  am  acutely  aware  of 
the  problem  he  addressed.  Theologians 
have  claimed  many  words  “man," 
“creation,”  and  “nature”  to  name  just  a 
few  —  which  have  also  been  claimed  by 
natural  scientists  —  especially  by 
biologists.  The  problem  arises  from  the 
fact  that  the  two  groups  do  not  mean  the 
same  thing  when  they  use  the  same 
word.  The  theologian’s  answer  to  “What 
is  man?”  is  very  different  from  the 
biologist’s  answer  to  the  same  question. 
One  of  the  many  reasons  for  having  a 
conference  on  Faith,  Science  and  the 
Future  was  to  bring  the  two  points  of 
view  into  dialogue  with  each  other. 

The  planners  of  the  conference  had  an 
even  larger  goal  in  mind.  One  of  the  key 
words  used  during  the  meeting  was 
“oikoumene”  —  a  Greek  word  which 
refers  to  the  entire  population  of  the 
earth  as  “one  family.”  The  primary  goal 
of  the  conference  was  to  initiate 
discussion  concerning  the  ways  in  which 
Christians  all  over  the  world  could  work 
to  achieve  this  ideal.  Tlie  three  key 
elements  for  such  a  society  were  agreed 
to  be  those  of  justice,  participation  and 
sustainability. 

The  delegates  to  the  conference  came 
from  all  over  the  world.  They 
represented  very  diverse  church 
affiliations  ranging  from  Protestant  to 
Orthodox.  In  addition  to  the 
denominational  variety,  there  were  both 


Energy  editorial  lacked  perspective 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  July  27  editorial  on  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  “sermon”  recognizes  the  need  for 
national  unity  and  regeneration,  but 
unfortunately  uses  terms  (congressional 
inaction,  maneuvering  by  special 
interest  groups,  corporate  greed,  over¬ 
consumption,  self-indulgence  and  selfish¬ 
ness)  which  do  not  seem  to  me  well- 
suited  to  promote  these  desirable  goals. 

As  the  editorial  recognizes.  President 
Carter’s  energy  proposals  are  obviously 
imperfect  and  are  properly  the  subject  of 
serious  debate  and  revision.  In  the 
process  of  legislation,  it  has  always  been 
appropriate  for  special  interest  groups  to 
present  their  views  to  Congress  and  the 
public  and  for  Congress  to  take  time  to 
reflect  the  will  of  the  people  rather  than 
to  endorse  without  question  proposals 
made  by  the  administration. 

Individual  self-interest,  investment 
and  technological  development  by  cor¬ 
porations  have  changed  our  land  from  a 
wilderness  to  a  prosperous  and  powerful 
nation  that  has  been  a  shining  example 
for  the  rest  of  the  world  of  what  free 
people  can  accomplish  under  limited 
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government  responding  to  the  will  of  the 
people  rather  than  dictating  what  they 
should  do. 

If  we  are  guilty  of  over-consumption  of 
energy,  most  of  the  blame  rests  on 
government  policies  that  have  kept  oil 
and  gas  prices  artificially  low.  The 
people  naturally  preferred  to  believe 
politicians  who  said  they  could  always 
have  cheap  energy  rather  than  the 
experts  who  warned  that  the  U.S.  was 
becoming  unduly  dependent  on  imported 
oil.  We  have  used  energy  abundantly  to 
make  our  work  more  productive  with 
great  results  in  reducing  poverty  and 
raising  living  standards.  Therefore,  we 
should  be  careful  in  judging  that  the 
nation’s  problems  are  due  to  individual 
and  corporate  sin. 

A  church  paper  has  a  special  respon¬ 
sibility  to  approach  our  problems  in  a 
way  that  will  reconcile  and  heal  rather 
than  contribute  further  to  divisiveness. 

Jeannie  Gonzalez 
Houston,  Texas 

Stewardship  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  commend  you  for  your  fine 
editorial  in  the  July  27  issue  of  the 
Reporter  in  which  you  challenged  us  to 
recognize  our  personal  responsibility  in 
turning  our  nation  from  its  over-con¬ 
sumption  and  waste  of  our  natural 
resources. 

As  Christians  we  should  be  able  to  lead 
in  this  effort  because  our  faith  should 
enable  us  to  find  deeper  and  more 
enduring  values  and  joys  in  life  than  the 
mere  satisfaction  of  material  desires. 

Let  us  hope  that  we  can  all,  with 
confidence  and  determination,  meet  our 
personal  responsibility  in  achieving  a 
truly  Christian  stewardship  and  use  of 
our  natural  resources. 

Paul  L.  Jameson 
Holton,  Kansas 

Letters  appalling 

To  the  Editor: 

The  several  letters  in  your  recent  issue 
which  shrilly  demand  return  to  the  death 
penalty  appalled  me  as  a  Christian  and  a 
correctional  psychologist  of  30  years 
experience  with  men  on  “death  row”  and 


“lifers.”  I  would  have  expected  such 
misinformed  blood  lust  in  some 
segments  of  the  general  population.  But 
to  find  such  pagan  and  unchristian 
vengefulness  among  those  who  call 
themselves  Christians! 

1.  Those  who  take  life  and  will  take  it 
again  can  be  identified  by  psychological 
diagnosis  and  should  be  held  out  of 
society  until  such  time  as  they  are  no 
longer  dangerous. 

2.  The  above  are  about  10  percent  of 
the  group  who  are  serving  for  murder. 
The  rest  acted  under  special  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  are  highly  unlikely  to  do 
it  again.  We  have  statistics  on  487  of 
these  in  Michigan. 

3.  I  have  known  too  many  cases  of  men 
convicted  of  first  degree  murder  who 
were  later  proven  innocent  by  new  evi¬ 
dence  or  confession  of  someone  else. 
Thank  God  we  still  had  them  alive  and 
could  release  them. 

Scream  for  capital  punishment  if  it 
satisfies  your  blood  lust,  your  social 
ignorance,  your  emotional  maturity,  but 
don’t  label  it  Christian! 

E.  L.  V.  Shelley 
East  Lansing,  Michigan 
Double  standard? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  don’t  quite  understand  how  an  active 
bishop  can  take  a  position  which 
contradicts  the  Social  Principles  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  (Bishop 
Cannon’s  advocacy  of  capital 
punishment  in  every  state  of  the  union) 
while  Joan  Clark,  by  an  appeal  to  the 
Social  Principles,  is  Fired. 

Perhaps  the  Judicial  Council  will  be 

able  to  help  me.  _  .  .  „ 

Jeanne  Audrey  Powers 

New  York,  New  York 

Pluralism  misinterpreted 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently  Dr.  Paul  A.  Mickey, 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
“Good  News,”  in  addressing  a  large 
meeting  of  evangelicals  at  Ashland, 
Ohio,  called  for  an  end  to  “pluralism”  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  stated 
that  “ambiguity  moves  core  doctrine 
from  ‘something  for  everyone  to  nothing 
for  everyone"  (TM/UMR,  August  3). 


theologians  and  scientists  present. 
Needless  to  say,  with  such  incredible 
diversity  of  belief,  we  did  not  manage  to 
agree  on  all  the  issues  which  were 
discussed!  What  impressed  me  more 
than  anything  else  about  the  conference 
was  the  willingness  of  all  of  those  present 
to  begin  discussion  of  the  many  problems 
facing  us  as  Christians  in  “one  family.” 

The  problems  are  very  different  from 
one  part  of  the  world  to  another.  In  some 
situations  many  persons  feel  as  though 
they  are  not  participating  in  the  decision¬ 
making  which  affects  them.  In  other 
cases  persons  feel  exploited  by  outside 
forces.  In  still  other  cases,  current  ways 
of  doing  things  are  proving  to  be 
“unsustainable”  over  a  longer  period  of 
time.  All  of  these  problems  not  only  have 
to  be  acknowledged,  but  also  require 


Cynthia  Warner 
much  creative  thinking  and  reciprocal 
understanding  if  they  are  to  be  solved. 
Faith  must  learn  the  language  of  science, 
and  science  must  learn  the  language  of 
faith  if  they  are  to  communicate 
successfully. 

This  was  my  first  participation  in  such 
a  completely  ecumenical  adventure  and 
it  was  very  exciting.  The  stated 
commitment  of  Christians  to  a  just, 
participatory  and  sustainable  society  for 
the  entire  earth  is  inspiring.  The 
problems  are  enormous,  but  not 
insurmountable.  If  we,  as  children  of 
God,  are  to  be  genuinely  concerned  for 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  we 
must  begin  to  envision  life  together  on  a 
global  scale.  Through  the  efforts  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  such  thinking 
has  already  begun. 


Mission  finally  depends 
on  Spirit ,  commitment 


By  CHESTER  R.  STEELE 

T.  S.  Eliot  has  a  line  about  men  and 
women  who  seek  escape  from  the  inner 
and  outer  darkness  by  “dreaming  of  a 
system  so  perfect  that  no  one  will  have  to 
be  good.”  This  speaks  forcefully  to  our 
society,  whether  in  the  areas  of  politics, 
economics  or  religion.  The  line  fits 
perfectly  our  modern  penchant  for 
believing  that  any  sort  of  difficulty  we 
face  will  yield  to  external  manipulation 
and  solution.  We  are  rather  naive  in  our 
faith  that  we  can  appoint  a  commission 
to  study  the  problem,  propose  a  plan, 
design  an  organization  and  thus  produce 
solutions. 

We  live  in  a  constantly  changing 
setting  for  the  Christian  witness.  What 
we  design  today  is  often  inappropriate 
for  the  demands  of  tomorrow.  Plans, 
procedures,  and  structures  must  be 
under  constant  re-appraisal.  We  must 
keep  ourselves  ever  sensitive  to  the 
needs  which  emerge  out  of  change. 

In  much  of  our  search  for  solutions, 
however,  we  tend  to  locate  the  problem 
outside  the  person,  outside  ourselves.  It 
is  comforting  to  think  that  renewal  takes 
place  when  analysis  is  made  and 
structures  changed.  Then  I  do  not  have  to 
anquish  over  my  own  timid  commitment. 
It  is  not  my  dedication  that  is  weak  and 
inadequate;  it  is  always  something  out 
there  —  the  system ! 

There  is  no  plan,  no  program,  no 


structure  so  cleverly  devised  that  no  one 
has  to  be  dedicated.  Commitment  is  the 
key  word  for  the  church.  Analysis  may 
provide  necessary  information  for 
designing  the  right  structure,  but 
structure  is  only  an  instrument  through 
which  commitment  finds  expression  and 
is  channeled  to  serve  the  purpose  of  the 
church  and  the  Lord  of  the  church. 

Every  professing  Christian  is  called  to 
register  his  or  her  faith  in  and  accept 
responsibility  for  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
The  church  requires  new  depth  in 
commitment  and  dedication  and  the 
acceptance  of  stricter  disciplines. 
Renewal  comes  through  our  own  fresh 
contacts  with  our  biblical  and  theological 
heritage,  not  through  developing  new 
managerial  skills,  growth  techniques  or 
corporate  models. 

More  basic  than  structure  is  Spirit.  The 
life  of  the  church  began  with  the  gift  of 
the  Spirit,  and  the  mission  of  the  church 
today  is  finally  dependent  upon  the 
Spirit.  It  is  not  first  a  matter  of  strategy, 
but  of  commitment. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributors  are:  Cynthia 
Warner,  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Decatur,  Georgia,  and  the  Rev.  Chester 
Steele,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Houston  North  District,  Houston,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference). 


There  is  a  certain  sense  in  which  he  is 
right,  and  if  by  pluralism  we  mean  that 
“anything  goes,"  I  am  against  it  totally. 
He  who  will  not  stand  for  something  will 
fall  for  anything. 

But  this  is  an  over-simplification  of  the 
issue.  There  must  be  some  give  and  take 
in  the  structure  or  it  will  break  apart  of 
its  own  internal  strains.  And  I  would 
warn  anyone  who  attempts  to  form  a 
solid  and  unyielding  code  for  the  UMC 
that  there  will  be  an  explosion  that  will 
disintegrate  the  whole  structure  and 
much  of  the  human  faith  upon  which  it  is 
founded. 

No  one  life  can  completely 
comprehend  all  of  the  riches  of  the 
Christian  faith.  This  was  poignantly  bom 
in  upon  me  back  in  World  War  II  when  I 
was  a  pastor  in  a  college  town  and  went 
through  the  agony  of  some  of  my  young 
men  who  were  facing  the  pacifist-mili¬ 
tarist  dilemma.  I  am  not  myself  a 
pacifist,  but  I  knew  these  men  and  their 
utter  sincerity.  The  question  in  their 
minds  was  what  they  felt  their  allegiance 
to  be  to  Christian  pacifist  teachings  as 
over  against  resistance  to  the  Nazi 
terror.  Some  opted  one  way,  and  most 
opted  for  resistance.  It  was  apparent  that 
both  groups  were  deeply  committed 
Christians,  yet  they  were  doing  very 
different  things.  The  only  conclusion  was 
that  the  situation  was  bigger  than  any 
one  person  could  totally  react  to,  and  the 
business  of  the  so-called  militarist 
position  was  to  keep  alive  the  pacifist 
group  long  enough  for  them  to  bear  their 
prophetic  witness.  Both  groups  paid  a 
terrible  price  for  their  convictions,  and  I 
was  proud  to  recognize  each  as  my 
brothers  in  Christ. 

This  is  only  one  of  thousands  of 
such  situations.  If  pluralism  means  this 
or  that  the  Christian  faith  is  too  deep  and 
too  rich  for  any  one  person  to  exemplify 
it  all,  I  am  for  pluralism.  Indeed,  I 
cannot  live  without  it. 

One  further  thought:  truth  is  of  much 
the  same  substance  as  our  doctrinal 
basis.  Indeed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
one  comprehends  the  other.  But  Truth, 
with  a  capital  T,  stands  before  us  with 
such  majestic  complexity  that  our  poor, 
finite  human  minds  can  grasp  only  about 
so  much  of  it  and  not  all  of  us  get  the 
same  part.  One  has  to  stand  here  with 
complete  loyalty,  but  with  a  deep  and 
abiding  humility  that  makes  it 
impossible  for  us  to  quarrel  with  other 
pilgrims  along  the  way. 

Harold  B.  Williams 

New  Port  Richey,  Florida 
Council  slows  progress 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  July  13  issue,  John  Lewis  of 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  suggests  that  the 
council  on  ministries  be  abolished  and 
that  work  area  chairpersons  report  each 
month  to  the  administrative  board.  I  do 
hope  this  will  have  widespread  support. 

The  council  on  ministries  has  been  a 
pain  in  the  neck  for  those  who  like  to  get 
things  done  in  a  hurry.  vjo)aStroup 

La  Jolla,  California 


My  witness 

I  saw  your  face  and  I 
remembered  gif  ts,  pain 


By  WILLARD  L.  STEINSIEK 

I  saw  your  face  the  other  day,  though 
you  were  thousands  of  miles  away.  It 
came  back  to  my  mind  as  I  sat  listening 
to  them  talk  about  you.  They  didn’t  know, 
of  course,  that  it  was  you  that  they  were 
talking  about.  Their  minds  were  fixed  on 
only  one  thing  —  a  label  that  some  use  to 
condemn.  They  had  never  even  met  you. 
Therefore,  they  didn’t  understand  that 
“homosexual"  could  also  mean  human 
being. 

But  I  saw  your  face  and  I  remembered 
you. 

We  were  colleagues  together  once, 
studying  for  the  ministry.  From  the  first 
day  I  met  you  in  class  you  impressed  me. 
There  was  understanding,  and 
compassion,  and  courage  in  you.  There 
was  humor,  too,  and  an  ability  to  reach 
out  and  lighten  the  load  of  others.  No  one 
there  was  more  involved  in  the  pain  and 
suffering  of  others  than  you  were, 
however.  John  Wesley’s  affirmation  of 
“The  world  is  my  parish”  seemed  also  to 
be  yours.  Many  times  your  words 
pricked  the  conscience  of  those  whose 
pious  devotion  was  sometimes  used  as  a 
shield  to  hide  from  the  demands  of  faith. 
For  all  these  things  I  admired  you. 

One  day  we  walked  together  and  you 
told  me  your  secret.  I  was  surprised  and 
amazed.  You  did  not  look  the  part.  I 
thought  of  some  things  I  had  said  once 
many  years  before,  unkind  words  of 
scorn  and  derision.  I  was  ashamed  and 
wondered  what  you  might  say  if  you 
knew. 

I  listened  to  you  talk  that  day.  There 
was  pain  in  your  words,  as  deep  as  the 
nails  on  Calvary’s  tree.  “They  talk  of 
repenting,”  you  said.  “Good  God,  don’t 
they  think  I’ve  done  that?  It’s  not 
something  I  choose.”  You  went  on  to 
share  with  me  your  life  in  that  alien 
world  that  I  can  barely  understand.  You 

TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  edition 

With  this  issue,  about  900  subscriber- 
families  at  Chicago  Temple  UMC  in 
Chicago.  Ill.  (Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference)  begin  receiving  a  local 
church  edition. 

Each  week  Chicago  Temple  UMC  sub¬ 
scribers  will  receive  a  special  edition  of 
TM/UMR  with  their  own  local  church 
news  printed  on  the  front  page,  annual 
conference  news  printed  on  the  back 
page  and  general  church  news  and  com¬ 
ment  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome.” 


talked  about  your  desire  for  the  same 
quality  of  human  relationship  that  we 
take  for  granted.  You  talked  of  what  it 
was  like  to  never  be  able  to  hold  hands 
with  another  person  in  public  because  it 
would  endanger  you  both.  You  talked  of 
the  fear,  always  present,  that  sooner  or 
later  someone  would  find  out  —  someone 
who  didn’t  care.  You  talked  of  the  “meat 
racks”  (gay  bars)  and  their  loneliness 
and  their  sorrow. 

“Every  homosexual  I’ve  ever  known 
has  considered  suicide,”  you  told  me. 
“You,  too?”  I  asked.  Then  you  told  me 
about  your  dreams  of  becoming  a  pastor 
and  serving  Christ.  One  day  the  dream 
died.  It  could  never  be.  Someday 
someone  would  find  out,  and  then  they 
would  crucify  you.  I  wondered  what  it 
was  like  to  have  the  church  declare  that 
you  were  not  Christian  and  that  you  were 
not  even  human.  You  had  almost  died 
For  a  long  time  you  wanted  to. 

I  graduated  with  you  finally,  and  I  was 
proud  to  share  that  moment  with  you.  I 
went  on  then  to  become  the  pastor  of  a 
church.  I  don’t  know  where  you  went.  It 
was  not  into  the  pastoral  ministry,  I 
know,  though  I  would  have  been  glad  to 
call  you  pastor  and  turn  to  you  for 
advice. 

I  did  not  see  your  face  again  until  that 
day  as  I  sat  on  the  conference  floor  and 
listened  to  them  talk  about  you. 

“Resolution  to  General  Conference  — 
Subject:  Standards  for  Ordained 
Ministry;  add  to  paragraph  2542,  under 
offense  for  which  a  Local  Pastor  shall  be 
liable  to  accusation  and  trial,  ‘have 
professed  to  being  a  homosexual.  ’  ” 

I  saw  your  face. 

Some  people  tried  to  speak  out  against 
this  resolution,  but  they  were  not  heard. 
Finally,  I  stood  up  to  speak,  too.  I  wanted 
to  say  something,  anything  on  your 
behalf.  I  was  booed  off  the  conference 
floor.  Now  I  know  a  little  of  how  it  must 
hurt  you. 

I’m  sorry  that  I  was  not  more  effective. 
Perhaps  others  at  General  Conference 
will  find  the  right  words.  My  hope  though 
is  that  you  will  not  be  as  unkind  to  them 
as  they  have  been  to  you.  Maybe  it  is  not 
really  their  fault.  You  see,  of  all  the 
people  there,  only  a  handful  of  us  had 
ever  seen  your  face. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Willard  L.  Steinsiek,  is  pastor  of  St.  Paul 
UMC  in  Socorro,  New  Mexico. 


Cross  and  Flame 
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Shown  actual  size.  Check 
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Cross  and  Flame 
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UM  charismatics  rally 

Aldersgate ’  79’ first  national  event  for  group 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  United  Methodist  charismatics  at 
"Aldersgate  '79”  here  lift  their  hands  in  praise,  a  gesture  that 
also  symbolizes  an  open  receptivity  to  the  outpouring  of  God's 

At  biennial  NYMO  convocation 


blessings.  Although  one  mark  ol  identmcaiion  01  a  cnarismatic 
in  worship  is  the  lifted  hands,  not  all  charismatics  choose  to 
use  that  gesture  every  time.  clyde  chesnutt  photos 


Youth  debate  funding,  age  limits 


By  JUDYELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Revised  funding 
and  age  limits  for  the  United  Methodist 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
(NYMO)  were  major  parts  of  a 
legislative  packet  for  the  1980  General 
Conference  approved  by  NYMO 
delegates  at  their  second  biennial 
convocation  Aug.  6-11  here  at  Dillard 
University. 

More  than  400  youth.  UM  board  and 
agency  representatives,  youth 
coordinators  and  observers  gathered  for 
the  convocation,  which  met  with  the 
theme,  “God’s  People:  An  Everlasting 
Rainbow.”  In  addition  to  dealing  with 
legislation,  the  group’s  activities 
included  worship  services;  ethnic  and 
racial  emphasis  groups  and  food  fest;  a 
steamboat  ride  down  the  Mississippi 
River  and  tour  of  the  French  Quarter, 
and  an  evangelism  presentation  which 
included  viewing  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  new  film  on  evangelism. 

Two  NYMO  priorities  selected  by  the 
convocation  two  years  ago  —  the  family 
and  ethnic/racial  minority  youth 
empowerment  —  were  continued  as 
priorities  for  the  next  two  years.  The 
other  priority  selected  in  1977  —  youth 
evangelism  —  was  changed  this  year  to 
“revitalization  of  local  youth  ministry." 

The  funding  issue,  which  passed 
without  debate,  recommends  to  the 
General  Conference  that  NYMO  receive 
funding  for  its  administration  from  the 
World  Service  Fund.  The  organization 
currently  operates  only  on  Youth  Service 
Fund  monies,  with  a  minimum  of  25 
percent  set  aside  for  projects  and  the 
remainder  for  administration.  With 
World  Service  Fund  monies  to  help  cover 
administration  costs,  the  minimum 
amount  of  funds  for  mission  projects 
would  be  raised  from  25  percent  to  70 
percent. 

Help  pay  the  bill 

The  rationale  for  the  change,  drawn  up 
by  the  NYMO  steering  committee, 
stated,  “It  is  time  to  use  the  national 
portion  of  the  Youth  Service  Fund  for  its 
intended  purpose  —  missions.  Hopes  are 
that  eventually  the  national  portion  of  the 
YSF  would  move  to  100  percent  for 
mission  projects  (similar  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief) . 

“It  is  the  feeling  of  the  NYMO  Steering 
Committee  that  the  general  church  needs 
to  take  reponsibility  for  the  funding  of 
NYMO  which  the  1976  General 
Conference  mandated.  If  the  United 


Methodist  Church  hopes  to  have  a  viable 
youth  ministry  on  the  national  level,  it  is 
going  to  have  to  help  pay  the  bill!  ” 

The  age  issue  sparked  spirited  debate, 
based  on  the  fact  that  some  convocation 
leaders  and  representatives  were 
actually  of  “young  adult”  age  by  the 
time  of  the  convocation,  although  they 
were  elected  while  still  “youth.”  Some 
degates  argued  strongly  for  the 
experience  and  maturity  of  those  who 
had  passed  the  18-year-old  mark.  But  the 
organization  approved  age  limits 
requiring  NYMO  convocation  and 
steering  committee  representatives  to  be 
no  younger  than  12  nor  older  than  18  at 
the  time  of  the  next  convocation  (this 
does  not  apply  to  board  and  agency 
representatives).  The  group  also  voted  to 
define  “youth  ministry”  as 
encompassing  the  range  of  12  to  18  years 
of  age. 

Representatives  narrowly  approved  a 
directive  that  the  NYMO  executive 
committee  write  President  Jimmy 
Carter,  Vice-President  Walter  Mondale, 
and  congressional  representatives  of 
states  which  have  not  ratified  the  ERA, 
expressing  NYMO  concern  and  urging 
their  support  for  the  ERA.  In  other 
action,  the  convocation  approved  a 
proposal  for  a  national  UM  Youth 
Celebration  Day  for  conference  youth 
festivals,  sponsored  by  conference 
councils  on  youth  ministries. 

Chris  Mitchell,  from  Aldersgate  UMC, 
Shelby,  N.C.,  who  served  as  chairperson 
of  the  convocation  and  steering 
committee,  said  NYMO  is  not  a 
programming  agency,  so  it  is  limited  in 
direct  action  on  its  priorities.  Yet  he  feels 
its  influence  has  been  felt  in  other 
programming  agencies,  such  as  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  elevating  of 
youth  evangelism  in  its  youth  ministry 
priorities.  “We  cannot  help  financially  in 
some  of  these  efforts,  but  we  can  make 
others  who  can  offer  financial  support 
aware  of  the  needs,”  he  said. 

Jerald  Lipscomb,  NYMO’s  executive 
director,  said  he  believes  the  group  has 
followed  up  well  on  its  own  priorities 
since  its  first  convocation  in  1977.  “I 
think  one  significant  thing  is  why  we’re 
at  Dillard  University,”  he  said.  “Two 
strong  recommendations  from  the  'll 
convocation  were  that  we  meet  at  a 
United  Methodist-related  institution  and 
that,  if  possible,  it  be  an  ethnic  minority 
institution.  I  think  the  youth  have  made  a 
significant  statement  by  their  actions. 
We  didn’t  go  to  a  hotel  or  convention 


center,  but  chose  to  come  to  a  black,  UM- 
related  college.  I  think  it  is  a  good 
example.” 

One  youth  representative  illustrated 
the  impact  of  group  youth  ministry 
efforts  when  she  instructed  convocation 
participants  to  stand  up  and  “turn  to 
your  right.  Now,  scratch  that  person’s 
back.  Now,  turn  to  your  left.  Scratch  that 
person’s  back. 

“See?  Now  you’ve  scratched  nearly  500 
backs,”  she  said,  pointing  out  that  this 
would  be  a  monumental  task  for  just  one 
person  but  that  a  great  deal  could  be 
accomplished  “joined  together,  working 
for  the  same  purpose.” 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  -  United 
Methodists  from  almost  every  state  in 
the  union  attended  a  conference  on  the 
Holy  Spirit  here  Aug.  9-12  to  “praise  the 
Lord”  and  as  some  of  them  said,  “to  see 
if  there  really  are  other  UM  charismatics 
besides  us.” 

They  discovered  there  are  —  more 
than  1,600  who  registered  for  the  first 
national  UM  charismatic  conference, 
“Aldersgate  ’79,”  and  more  than  one-half 
million  in  the  denomination,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Ross  Whetstone  of  Nashville.  He 
is  executive  director  of  the  sponsoring 
group,  the  UM  Renewal  Services 
Fellowship. 

Hands  uplifted  in  prayer  —  the  symbol 
of  receiving  God’s  grace  —  participants 
prayed,  sang  and  listened  to  sermons, 
seminar  lectures  and  testimonies  for 
four  days. 

The  attendance  swelled  to  almost  3,000 
the  evening  the  Rev.  Francis  McNutt, 
world-wide  Roman  Catholic  charismatic 
renewal  speaker,  addressed  the 
assembly  on  the  subject  of  spiritual 
healing.  He  ended  with  a  healing  service 
that  ran  past  midnight  in  which  more 
than  one-half  of  the  assembly  lined  up  to 
have  the  Dominican  priest  “lay  his 
hands”  on  them  and  pray.  Numerous 
persons  witnessed  to  the  assembly  that 
they  were  “healed”  in  the  service  of 
arthritis,  back  and  throat  problems. 

Fr.  McNutt  told  the  assembly  that 
every  Christian  can  heal.  “You  don’t 
have  to  have  any  special  gift.  Just  love 
Jesus  and  pray  for  persons  —  and 
healing  happens.” 

He  said  he  believes  he  is 
representative  of  the  “little  people”  who, 
although  sort  of  scared  of  what  might  or 
might  not  happen,”  ask  the  Lord  to  heal 
people.  That  way  seems  to  work  as  well 
as  the  fantastic  gifts  of  famous  faith 
healers,  he  said. 

Not  all  healing  is  instantaneous,  he 
cautioned,  noting  in  the  incident 
recorded  in  Mark  8  that  Jesus  had  to 
touch  the  blind  man  twice  before  he  was 
healed.  “If  it  took  Jesus  twice,  maybe  it 
might  take  us  three,  four  time,”  he  said. 


Just  be  persistent  in  your  praying,  he 
added. 

UMs  meet  the  average  norm  in  the 
experience  of  family  prayer,  the  priest 
reported.  Taking  an  informal,  raised 
hand  survey  of  the  assembly.  Fr.  McNutt 
found  only  three  to  five  percent  of  the 
group  had  ever  had  a  father  pray  with 
them  in  his  own  words  —  and  about  20 
percent  had  experienced  a  mother 
praying  with  them.  “It’s  about  the  same 
everywhere  I  go  with  people  in  all 
denominations.”  he  said. 

“But  that’s  where  healing  starts,”  Fr. 
McNutt  said.  “It  should  be  taking  place 
in  the  prayers  in  the  family.  How  can 
healing  take  place  when  we  can’t  even 
pray  with  each  other?”  The  priest  said, 
however,  the  situation  seems  to  be 
getting  better. 

A  seminar  leader  described  to  his 
seminar  and  later  to  the  assembly  the 
areas  in  which  the  charismatic  renewal 
is  “indispensable  to  the  UMC.”  The  Rev. 
Joe  Harding,  pastor  of  United  Protestant 
Church,  a  UM  congregation  in  Richland. 
Wash.,  listed: 

(l)a  focus  on  the  Trinitarian  doctrine 
of  God;  charismatics  emphasize  that 
“God  is  alive  and  well  and  is  working  and 


‘Liberation’  sought  for 
Youth  Service  Fund  goals 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  ORLEANS  —  Four  masked 
persons  burst  into  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  (NYMO) 
convocation  session  as  chairperson  Chris 


Classified 

OBERAMMERGaU  and  Holy  Land  tour.  September 

1980  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Ira  B  Allen,  tour  guide, 
thirty  years  travel  experience.  1015  W  Cedar  Ave.. 
Redlands.  CA  92373 

8-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  -  January  I960. 

Christian  Group  Forming  Now  Hosts  needed. 
WOMITO,  P  O.  Box  660515.  Miami  Springs.  Fla. 
33166. 

RETIRED?  Unique  Village  —  live  independently. 

inexpensively,  ranch  house.  Life  lease  $7,500  or  $75 
month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees.  Apartments,  too.  National  Church  Residences. 
Waverly,  Ohio,  45690. 

iSEPTEMBER  18  18-DAY  MIDDLE  EAST  including 

Baghdad.  Damascus,  Jordan,  Israel,  and  Athens. 
October  1-8  12th  Pentecostal  World  Conference. 
November  19  11-Day  Damascus/ Jordan/Israel  with 
Athens.  11-Day  Holy  Land  and  8-Day  Holy  Land 
various  departures  Contact :  World  Wide  Christian 
Tours,  P  O  Box  506,  Elizabethtown.  Ky.  42701.  (502) 
769-5900.  i 

PASSION  PLAY  -  Visit  Oberammergau.  Germany 

in  June.  1980  to  see  the  world  famous  passion  play 
Tour  consists  of  17  days  and  6  major  European  cities 
plus  Oberammeragau  located  in  the  beautiful 
Bavarian  Alps.  Tour  is  first  class  with  arrangements 
handled  by  Hulda  Warren  Travel  Agency.  Only  30 
spaces  available  and  commitment  must  be  made  by 
September.  1979  Don't  miss  this  once  in  a  life  time 
opportunity  —  Call  Now!!!  Days  < 214 »  742-5858 
Metro  263-7124,  Nights  and  week-ends  (214  >  341-2578 

TWO  GREAT  TOURS!  Oct.  16-31.  our  fifth  Holy 

Lands  tour  including:  a  5-day  cruise  following  the 
Journeys  of  St.  Paul  in  the  Mediterranean  area  and 
visits  to  Israel.  Egypt  and  Greece.  June  12-27,  1980 
including:  Southern  Europe  and  passion  play  at 
Oberammergau.  Travel  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Forrest 
Robinson.  Travel  Tours  Unlimited.  Box  8187, 
Wichita.  Kans.  67208,  (316 1  698-2835 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  Gulfside  Assembly. 
Waveland,  MS.  Lay  person  or  ordained  clergyperson. 
Job  description  and  qualifications  available  upon 
request.  Application  deadline.  October  15,  1979. 
BEginning  date  of  employment.  February  1,  1980. 
Salary  range  —  $15,000-18,000  plus  housing  and  fringe 
benefits.  Contact:  Search  Committee  Task  Force, 
c/o  Charles  P.  Kellogg,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston.  III. 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Tnp 

with  Dr  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  901  Clay  St  .  Houston,  Tex.  77002. 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You  ' 

or  “Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  16  cents;  100,  $15.00; 
bronze  cross.  $1.50;  poems,  "Cross  in  my  Pocket,"  2 
cents.  Plus  postage.  Crosses  —  2,  1313  Falls  Church. 
Raleigh,  N.C  27609. 

60201. 

AMAZING  RESULTS.  How  to  Stop  Smoking  ' 

HOLY  LAND  eight  day  tour  leaving  October  8,  1979 

Write  Pastor  Walter  Wnek,  81  Main  St..  Coventry. 

Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Send  only  $2  99  now 
Enterprises.  Box  15304.  Chesapeake.  VA23320 

R.  1. 02893. 

NEED  TO  FIND  1947  Kentucky  Conference  Annual 
Conference  Journal.  Will  pay  reasonable  price. 
Write:  Rev.  Ed  Elswick.  Box  696.  Shattuck.  OK 
73858. 

estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  ana  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christi.  Tex.  78403.  j 

DEAF  TOUR  of  Israel  (10  davsi.  Special  tour  for 

deaf  who  know  sign  language.  November  5-14. 
Certified  interpreters.  Write:  UMC  Box  263,  Butler. 

NEED  SECOND  SOPRANO  for  gospel  group  Must 

be  Christian.  Call  (214)  291-7361  or  (214)  651-1933  for 
more  information 

MO  64730. 

FOR  SALE:  46  -  12"  chairs,  wood  seats  with  tubular 

steel  legs,  excellent  condition.  $4.00  each.  Contact 
Bethanv  United  Methodist,  3511  Linkwood.  Houston. 
TX  77025,  667-7574. 

time  $9,000.  part-time,  negotiable.  FUMC.  P  O  Box 

99,  Rusk.  TX  75785.  (214  )  683-4675 

MARYVILLE.  TENNESSEE:  First  United  Methodist 

WANTED:  Director  of  Education  to  work  in  a  740 
member  church  of  moderately  conservative 
theology  Salarv  -  $8,500  plus  furnished  house  (C/H. 
A/C.  3  BR.  brick*.  Send  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.0  Box  28.  Mexia.  TX  76667 

tian  Education.  Community  of  Approximately  30.000 
population  near  Great  Smoky  Mountain  National 
Park,  south  of  Knoxville  sixteen  miles.  Duties  to 
include  administration  and  supervision  of  church, 
to  initiate  additional  educational  opportunities  for  all 

ALBUQUERQUE’S  FIRST  United  Methodist  Church 

(1,600  members)  seeks  enthusiastic,  creative  person 
to  stimulate  and  expand  Christian  Education  and 
organize  programs  designed  to  enrich  life  and 
management  skills.  If  interested  contact  Rev 
Leonard  Gillingham  for  job  description.  P.0  Box 
1638,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87103,  (505  )  243-5646. 

ages,  to  act  as  resource  person  for  educational 
programs,  to  provide  teacher  and  leadership  train¬ 
ing,  with  special  emphasis  on  youth  ministry.  Five 
years  experience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable'.  Con¬ 
tact  Dr.  Robert  P.  Knoll,  c/o  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P  O  Box  473  ,  804  Montvale  Station  Rd.. 
Maryville.  TN  37801 

Mitchell  prepared  to  call  a  recess  for  the  projects  and  the^ remainder  for  NYMO 
group,  meeting  with  the  theme,  “God’s  expenses. 

People:  An  Everlasting  Rainbow.” 

Two  men  with  nylon  hose  over  their 
heads  roughly  grabbed  the  chairperson 
while  their  masked  leader  —  dressed 
sheik-style  and  accompanied  by  a  guard 
of  similar  attire  —  informed  the  audience 
they  had  seen  the  last  of  their  leader 
unless  each  annual  conference 
delegation  came  up  with  $10  for  the 
Youth  Service  Fund  ( YSF ) . 

With  an  overload  of  business  still  to  be 
conducted,  convocation  delegates  did  not 
debate  the  issue  of  whether  they  needed 
their  leader,  but  immediately  sprang  to 
the  rescue.  The  “NYMOnian  Everlasting 
Rainbow  Liberation  Army,”  composed 
of  four  NYMO  delegates,  finally  returned 
the  chairperson  to  his  post,  after  NYMO 
participants  “negotiated”  his  release 
with  an  overwhelming  response  of  $1,100 
for  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 

The  scene  was  indicative  of  the  fun  — 
and  also  the  concerns  —  of  the 
convocation.  Serious  discussion  had  been 
given  to  YSF  support,  with  the 
convocation  earlier  setting  $1  per  UM 
youth  as  its  monetary  YSF  goal  per  year, 
an  increase  from  the  previous  yearly  52- 
cent  per  person  goal.  The  $1  per  person 
goal,  if  met,  is  estimated  to  bring  in 
$510,000. 

The  organization  is  also 
recommending  that  the  1980  General 
Conference  approve  World  Service  Fund 
monies  for  NYMO  administration,  free¬ 
ing  more  of  its  national  YSF  monies  for 


the  church 
today 

UM  expert  to  discuss 
cults  on  TV  program 

NEW  YORK  —  A  United  Methodist 
expert  in  church-state  relations  will  join 
a  psychiatrist  in  a  discussion  of  religious 
cults  on  the  ABC  television  program 
“Directions”  next  Sunday,  Aug.  19. 

The  Rev.  Dean  Kelley,  staff  member  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  and  Dr. 
Stanley  Cath,  psychiatrist  and  professor 
at  Tufts  University  who  has  treated  cult 
members  will  explore  the  appeal  and 
increase  of  cults  in  the  program  “Cults: 
In  the  Name  of  God." 

Virginia  recognizes 
‘Year  of  the  Child’ 

ROANOKE.  Va.  (UMC)  —  In  recent 
years,  banners  have  ringed  the 
auditorium  housing  the  sessions  of  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  This  year  it  was 
handmade  baby  blankets. 

When  the  sessions  ended  June  14  more 
than  5,000  blankets  made  by  women  in 
the  conference  were  sent  to  Church 
World  Service  in  recognition  of  the 
International  Year  of  the  Child.  The  idea 
originated  with  Mrs.  Joan  Quass  in 
Seaford,  Va.,  early  this  year  and  was 
enthusiastically  picked  up  around  the 
denomination’s  1,300  congregations  in 
the  state. 


All  routes  lead 
to  New  Orleans 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  ORLEANS  —  From  Alaska, 
they  came  by  plane.  From  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction,  they  came  by 
train.  And  from  Montana,  54  hours  on 
buses  brought  representatives  to  the 
1979  National  Youth  Ministry  Organi¬ 
zation  (NYMO)  convocation. 

A  humid,  98-degree  New  Orleans 
day  greeted  Alaska  Missionary 
Conference  representatives  as  they 
stepped  off  the  plane:  for  they  left 
Anchorage  at  a  cool  65  degrees.  But 
it  was  hot  enough  for  Alaskan 
sunbathers  to  be  out,  according  to 
Kathleen  Wise,  president  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  and  a  member  of  the 
Homer  UMC.  The  Alaskan  delegation 
represented  a  conference  of  23 
churches,  where  some  youth  can 
travel  to  joint  youth  meetings  only  by 
sea  or  air,  she  said. 

Seven  conferences  in  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  boarded  a  train  in 
Chicago,  or  met  it  enroute  to  New 
Orleans,  for  the  trip  to  the 
convocation.  Ironically,  the  43  people 
met  another  group  on  the  train  also 
bound  for  a  religious  convocation  in 
New  Orleans  and  joined  together  for 
conversation  and  song  on  the  18-hour 
trip. 

Convocation  issues  were  thoroughly 
discussed  in  the  54  hours  of  bus  travel 
which  brought  five  individuals  from 
the  Yellowstone  conference  to  the 
convocation.  A  couple  of  two-hour  late 
night  stopovers  did  not  deter  group 
members,  who  even  had  to  sleep  on 
the  bus. 

“We  just  tried  to  sit  together,  study 
for  the  convocation  and  discuss  the 
issues,"  said  Dee  Hermes,  Paradise, 
Mont.  ‘  ‘I’d  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  I’m 
glad  we  took  the  bus.  Even  if  our 
conference  had  the  money  for  us  to 
take  the  plane,  we  could  spend  it  on 
something  else." 


speaking  with  His  people  on  earth.” 

(2)  the  recovery  of  worship  as  praise; 
new  songs  are  born  and  with 
charismatics,  “worship  is  not  boring.” 

(3)  happiness;  “Charismatics  tend  to 
be  happy  people,  and  even  a  little  of  that 
can  go  a  long  way  in  a  congregation 
Most  UMs  act  as  though  they  were 
baptized  in  persimmon  juice.” 

(4)  stewardship  response;  “They  are 
super-neat  givers.  We  once  had  five 
tithers  in  the  Richland  church.  Now  we 
have  200.  You  think  that  doesn’t  do  some¬ 
thing  fora  church?” 

(5)  a  sense  of  joyous  expectancy; 
“Charismatics  usually  have  great  vision 
that  sometimes  frightens  me.  I  thought 
about  building  a  one-story  Christian 
education  addition  to  the  church  but  they 
are  talking  about  eight  stories.” 

The  real  problem  in  the  UMC,  Mr. 
Harding  told  the  seminar,  is  not  the 
“heat"  charismatics  and  others  stir  up  in 
the  church,  but  the  “cold"  of  nominal 
Christians.  It’s  not  acting  “over- 
zealous,”  but  the  “lack  of  zeal." 

John  Wesley,  Mr  Harding  reminded 
them,  said  he  didn't  fear  that  the 
Methodist  Church  would  ever  die  out,  but 
he  did  fear  it  would  have  the  form  of 
religion  without  the  zeal. 


LOUISVILLE.  Ky. 
—  Friends  and 
counselors  “lay 
hands”  on  another 
believer  and  pray 
for  God  to  heal  her 
during  an  evening 
in  which  more  than 
1,000  persons  asked 
for  God’s  healing 
through  the  confer¬ 
ence  leaders. 


mission  projects  (see  related  article  on 
this  page).  YSF  receipts  come  from  the 
voluntary  giving  by  local  church  youth 
fellowships.  Total  in  1978  was  $100,926,  of 
which  $25,231  was  spept  for  mission 


Projects  to  be  funded  this  year  include 
Project  Youth  Leadership  in  Action 
through  Communications/Media, 
Waterloo,  Iowa;  Youth  Enrichment 
Service  Project,  Massillon,  Ohio  (dealing 
with  social,  religious  and  cultural 
activities);  Operation  Opportunity, 
Spartansburg,  S.  C.  (offering  career 
counseling,  education  information,  and 
counseling  and  referral);  Good  Times 
Caravan,  Muncie,  Ind.  (traveling 
religious  show  caravan  for  children); 
Career  Development  Trainee  Program, 
Utica,  N.Y.;  Christian  Night  Club, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Breitmayer  Memorial 
Ministry,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  (offering  a 
diverse  program  of  activities  and 
meals),  and  New  Horizons  Ministries, 
Inc.,  Marietta,  Ga.  (therapeutic 
community  for  young  boys). 


Charismatics  told 


Avoid  church- splitting 
theology ,  leader  warns 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  United  Methodist 
charismatics  better  have  United 
Methodist  theology  or  you  will  split  the 
church,  a  UM  theologian  told  the  first 
national  gathering  of  UMs  involved  in 
charismatic  renewal  here  last  weekend 
(see  related  article  on  this  page). 

“And  I  am  here  to  say  you  can 
interpret  the  charismatic  experience  in 
the  light  of  Wesleyan  theology,”  said  Dr. 
Robert  Tuttle  Jr.,  newly  appointed 
professor  of  Historical  Theology  at  Oral 
Roberts  University.  “I  am  a  United 
Methodist  charismatic.” 

A  charismatic  believes  that  “the  same 
power  available  to  Jesus  and  his  apostles 
is  available  to  us  today,”  he  told  the 
Aldersgate  ’79  assembly  during  morning 
teaching  period.  “We  openly 
acknowledge  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
at  work  in  us." 

Dr.  Tuttle  explained  that  John  Wesley, 
the  founder  of  Methodism,  spoke  of 
conversion  in  two  phases.  The  first  is 
“justification,”  what  God  does  for  us 
through  Christ  and  the  second  is  “new 
birth,”  what  God  does  in  us  by  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Dr.  Tuttle  said  that 
most  charismatics  talk  about  the 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  like  Wesley 
talked  about  new  birth. 

A  problem  arises,  he  said,  when  UMs 
talk  about  Spirit  baptism  in  the  light  of 
Charles  Finney,  the  19th  century 


evangelist  who  helped  fashion 
Pentecostal  theology  and  who  believed  in 
subsequent  baptisms  of  the  Spirit 
following  conversion  with  speaking  in 
tongues  as  evidence  of  the  baptism. 

“We  are  going  to  constipate  this  whole 
movement  if  we  forget  that  ‘gifts’ 
surface  in  ministry  and  are  not  for  self,” 
Dr.  Tuttle  said. 

"I  am  a  tongue-talking  fool,”  he  said, 
“but  tongues  are  not  for  everyone.  Some 
people  I  know  who  have  never  spoken  in 
tongues  have  forgotten  more  about  God 
than  I  will  ever  know.  The  hundreds  of 
gifts  given  by  the  Holy  Spirit  surface  in 
ministry,  when  we  are  servants  to 
others. 

“And  the  key  word,"  he  continued,  “  is 
—  are  you  ready  for  it?  —  love.” 

Dr.  Tuttle  compared  charismatics  with 
other  people  by  noting  recent  studies 
which  show  that  the  left  side  of  the 
human  brain  is  the  reasoning  side  and 
the  right  side  controls  the  creative  and 
intuitive  abilities.  “Our  whole  Western 
culture  is  left-brain  oriented,”  he  said. 
"But  a  charismatic  is  right-brain 
oriented.  We  refuse  to  be  boxed  in  by  the 
dimensions  of  time,  depth,  height,  width 
and  weight.  We  know  and  experience 
something  beyond  —  a  loving  God. 

“Our  faith  is  a  supernatural  faith  and  a 
faith  in  the  supernatural,”  he  said.  “God 
doesn't  just  imagine  how  I  hurt  when  I 
hurt  inside  ,  He  knows  how  I  hurt  when  I 
hurt  inside  because  He  was  here." 


in  the  “Bible  Bowl”  at  "Aldersgate  ’79."  Led  by  the  Rev.  Jack  Gray,  who  referees  a 
weekly  “Bible  Bowl"  on  a  television  station  in  Tulsa.  Okla..  children  in  grades  one  to 
six  spend  their  time  at  the  conference  in  a  program  of  Christian  education  and 
entertainment. 
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Interim  bishop  named 
to  Zimbabwe  Area 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


INDIANAPOLIS  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  Council  ol  Bishops, 
through  its  executive  committee,  has 
granted  the  request  of  Bishop  Abel  T 
Muzorewa,  Prime  Minister  of  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia,  for  a  leave  of  absence  from 
responsibilities  as  episcopal  leader  of  the 
denomination's  Zimbabwe  Area. 

Named  by  the  executive  committee  to 
assume  the  interim  episcopal  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  area  was  retired  Bishop 
Ralph  E.  Dodge  of  Springfield,  Mo.,  who, 
from  1956  to  1968,  was  bishop  of  what  was 
then  the  Rhodesia  Area,  and  the  imme¬ 
diate  predecessor  of  Bishop  Muzorewa 
as  episcopal  leader. 

The  leave  of  absence  and  interim 
assignment  both  will  be  effective  as  of 
Sept.  I. 

Bishop  Muzorewa,  in  a  cable  to  the 
council  on  Aug  3  requesting  the  leave, 
cited  the  need  to  give  full  time  to  his 
responsibilities  as  Prime  Minister  of 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  a  position  to  which 
he  was  elected  last  April  as  the  country’s 
first  black  prime  minister. 

Although  Bishop  Muzorewa’s  request 
was  for  a  six-months'  leave,  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  in  granting  the  request 
did  not  specify  any  time  limit.  Initial 
action  on  the  request  was  taken  during 
the  executive  committee  s  meeting  here 
Aug.  6-7,  but  did  not  become  final  until 
Aug.  10  during  which  time  the  council 
obtained  concurrence  on  the  request  and 
interim  appointment  from  bishops  of  the 


Africa  Central  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  on  Aug.  28, 
1968,  Bishop  Muzorewa  filled  the  vacancy 
which  had  been  created  earlier  the  same 
day  when  Bishop  Dodge  requested  retire¬ 
ment  even  though  the  Africa  Central 
Conference  had  just  elected  him  bishop 
for  life.  The  new  bishop  did  not  become 
widely  known  in  any  political  capacity 
until  after  1971  when  several  imprisoned 
black  leaders  of  the  liberation  movement 
in  Rhodesia  asked  him  to  form  an  organ¬ 
ization  to  push  for  majority  rule 

It  was  as  leader  of  the  African  National 
Council  that  the  diminutive  prelate 
emerged  as  a  growing  political  force  and 
a  champion  of  non-violence  in  the  struggle 
for  majority  rule.  Continuing  to  serve  as 
bishop  of  the  38,000-member  United 
Methodist  Church,  his  political  career 
reached  a  peak  earlier  this  year  when 
he  became  prime  minister. 

Bishop  Dodge,  who  was  expelled  from 
Rhodesia  in  July  1968  ostensibly  for  his 
continuing  insistence  on  Africans  assum¬ 
ing  leadership  roles  in  both  church  and 
state,  admitted  he  is  filled  with  mixed 
feelings  as  he  prepares  to  return  to  Zim¬ 
babwe  Rhodesia. 

‘I  have  been  gone  15  years,  and  I 
realize  it's  a  different  world,"  he  said. 
"But  I  must  admit  there  will  be  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  of  gratification  to  go  back 
after  having  been  kicked  out.  ” 


AUGUST  17,  1979 


AUGUST  I 

S.  Korean  Methodist 
claims  word  battle  lost 


NjV^V-,l  l  E  ~  Launching  a  nationwide  effort  to  encourage  UnitedMvIethod^^m 
Christian  books  takes  the  combined  labor  of  all  the  divisions  of  the  United 
Methodist  PubUshing  House.  In  the  early  stage  of  planning,  Bill  Nussle.  layout  design 
Y't  [°r  Cokrsbury  tries  out  his  ideas  on  Kent  McNish,  sales  marketing  manager  for 
Abingdon  (left).  Betty  Quesenbury.  book  marketing  assistant  for  Cokesburv  and 
Bonnie  Crandall,  copywriter  for  Cokesburv. 

CMPM  PHOTO 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Eighty-six 
political  prisoners  in  South  Korea  were 
released  on  July  17  following  President 
Jimmy  Carter’s  visit. 

"But  the  release  of  a  few  prisoners  is 
not  the  healing  of  the  disease,"  said 
Korea’s  first  woman  lawyer.  Dr.  Lee  Tai- 
Young,  a  third  generation  Methodist. 

We  will  begin  to  expect  good  things 
when  Emergency  Decree  9  is  rescinded 
and  the  Yushin  Constitution  is  changed  ” 
she  added. 

In  the  U.S.  to  address  5,300  women  and 
men  who  attended  the  seventh  triennial 
national  meeting  of  United  Presbyterian 
Women  at  Purdue  University  in  Indiana, 
Dr.  Lee  came  to  New  York  at  the 
invitation  of  the  North  American 
Coalition  for  Human  Rights  in  Korea. 

"When  we  heard  President  Carter  was 
coming,  we  hoped  he  would  give  a  gift  to 
the  Korean  people,"  she  added.  "Many  of 
us  had  prayed  for  his  election  when  he 
ran  against  Gerald  Ford,  because 
President  Park  Chung  Hee  supported 
Mr.  Ford,"  she  said. 

“When  you  contrast  what  Carter  said 
with  President  Park’s  statement:  ‘We 
have  to  reserve  human  rights  because  of 


27  missionaries  ready 
for  service  overseas 

MT7MI7  vnmr  orun,  w.  .... 


A  UM  Publishing  House  ‘first’ 

Book  stands  come  to  church 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Ten  teachers, 
three  physicians,  one  dentist,  two  pilots 
and  several  pastors  are  among  the  27 
new  United  Methodist  missionaries  who 
finished  orientation  last  month  at  Stony 
Point  Conference  Center  near  here.  Soon 
they  will  depart  for  their  assignments 
abroad. 

Of  the  six  ethnics  in  the  group,  five  are 
black  and  one  was  born  in  Korea, 
became  a  U.S.  citizen  and  is  now  heading 
back  to  serve  in  Korea . 

“This  is  a  highly  educated  and  highly 
motivated  group  of  people,”  said  the 
Rev.  Avery  Manchester,  director  of  the 
Office  of  Personnel  in  Mission  of  the  UM 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Out  of  16 
family  units,  there  are  nine  doctorates. 

The  new  missionaries  are:  the  Rev. 
Charles  and  Betty  Ankeny,  Anoka,  Minn. 
—  to  Belize  as  pastor;  social  worker.  Dr. 
Charles  and  Marie  Benedict,  New  York 
City  —  to  Haiti  as  dentist;  dental  aid.  The 
Rev.  Mark  and  Bonnie  Bollwinkel, 
Claremont,  Calif.  —  to  Sarawak,  as 
Geological  educator.  Dr.  Hugh  and 
Elizabeth  Frazer.  Hagerstown,  Md.  —  to 
Zaire  as  M.D.;  teacher.  Henry  and 
Thelma  Garwick,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  — 


to  India  as  engineer;  administration. 

Annette  Gaston,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  — 
to  Sierra  Leone  to  marry  Ken  White;  she 
will  do  education  and  social  work.  The 
Rev.  Denis  and  Janette  Fulton.  Abilene, 
Kan.  —  to  Zaire  as  pilot/mechanic/ 
pastor.  Dr.  Jeffrey  and  Dr.  Ellen  Hoover, 
Rudd,  Iowa,  and  New  York  City  —  to 
Zaire  as  teachers.  Dr.  Edward  and 
Peggy  Hughell,  Merced,  Calif.  —  to 
Liberia  as  M.D.  Ms.  Sharon  Faye  Lewis, 
Fairfield,  Ohio  —  to  Japan  as  educator. 

Dr.  Bruce  and  Doris  Obenshain,  South 
Charleston,  W.  Va.  —  to  Zaire  as  M.D.; 
teacher  of  French,  Spanish.  The  Rev. 
Glenn  and  Vivian  Quam,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  —  to  Guyana  as  pastor;  teacher  of 
English  and  speech.  Stephen  Quigg, 
Elizabethton,  Tenn.  —  toNigeria  as  pilot, 
mechanic. 

And  the  Rev.  David  and  Sue  Ellen  Pak. 
Bristol,  Vt.  (member  of  Troy 
Conference)  —  to  Korea  as  pastor; 
teacher.  Henry  and  Jimmye  Whitfield, 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  —  to  Nigeria, 
agriculture;  education.  Miss  Gail 
Zollinhofer  (engaged  to  Stephen  Quigg), 
Elmer,  N.J.  —  to  Nigeria  as  physical 
education  teacher. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  If  Mohammed  won’t 
go  to  the  mountain,  the  mountain  will 
come  to  Mohammed,  so  the  folk  proverb 
says. 

Officials  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  here  apparently 
believe  something  like  that  proverb. 
They  have  decided  that  since  surveys 
indicate  that  90  percent  of  the  church’s 
members  never  go  into  a  Christian 
bookstore,  the  United  Methodist  firm  will 
come  to  them  —  at  least  to  local  UM 
churches. 

In  September  the  publishing  house  is 
launching  a  nationwide  program  to 
place  inexpensive  paperback  books  by 
Christian  authors  as  close  to  people  in  the 
pew  ‘‘as  their  Sunday  morning  worship 
service.” 

Called  “Festival  of  Books,”  the 
program  allows  the  local  church  or 
church  group  to  purchase  at  discount 
prices  a  specially  designed  display  rack 
containing  100  books  to  be  sold  or 
distributed  as  the  sponsoring  group 
wishes. 

“It  is  a  first.  So  far  as  we  know,  no 
denominational  publishing  house  has  put 
together  a  package  like  this,”  John  E. 
Procter,  president  and  publisher,  told 
TM/UMR.  ‘‘It’s  really  a  modern 
extension  of  our  historical  purpose  —  to 
serve  the  church.  The  plan  is  a  1979 
model  of  the  1789  circuit  rider,  who 


4 Dear  God . . . 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  Letters  to  God  — 
and  replies  —  were  part  of  the 
program  at  the  first  Junior  Camp  of 
United  Methodism’s  Minnesota 
conference  at  Northern  Pines  this 
summer. 

The  4th-6th  grade  children  were 
asked  to  write  a  letter  to  God  as  part 
of  their  discussion  on  communicating 
with  God.  After  finishing  their  letters, 
they  were  then  asked  to  write  what 
they  thought  God’s  reply  might  be. 

The  letter  by  Lance  (right)  was  one 
printed  in  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR.  Another  one  mentioned 
went:  “Dear  God,  I  know  you  know 
what’s  in  the  future  for  me  and  I 
shouldn't  know  right  now  but  later  in 
my  life.  Love.  Brad." 

"Dear  Brad,  I  got  your  letter  a  few 
minutes  ago.  Thank  you.  Love.  God.” 
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In  Minnesota  church 


Teenagers  learn  to  deal  with  grief 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  The  experience 
of  years  may  enable  adults  to  handle 
life’s  crises  with  increasing  ease.  For 
a  teenager  without  the  benefit  of  this 
experience,  however,  an  event  such  as  a 
suicide  in  the  family  can  be  a 
tremendously  devastating  experience. 

A  youth  who  found  himself  in  this 
situation  began  dealing  with  his  grief  in  a 
teenagers’  group  called  “New  Life 
Situations”  begun  several  months  ago  at 
Hennepin  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  here. 

“It  started  because  I  kept  hearing 
from  kids  the  same  kind  of  needs  —  for 
support  and  talking  about  their  grief  — 
that  I  heard  from  adults  when  I  served  a 
rural  parish,”  explained  the  Rev.  Jack 
Haddorff,  the  church’s  youth  minister. 
He  pointed  out  that  people  often  suppress 
emotions  involved  in  grief  situations 
because  they  are  taught  that  these 
feelings,  such  as  anger,  should  be 
suppressed. 

He  said  churches  have  traditionally 
reinforced  this  attitude,  but  he  sees  more 
willingness  now  to  deal  with  it.  “The 
church  has  the  ability  to  deal  construc¬ 
tively  with  pain,”  Mr.  Haddorff  said. 

“I  think  we  need  to  quit  lifting  up  the 
scripture  that  says  ‘Don’t  be  angry  with 
your  brother’  (Matt.  5:22)  and  start 
concentrating  on  the  one  where  Paul 


says,  ‘Be  angry  but  don’t  sin’  (Eph. 
4:26).  The  sin  comes  not  in  the  anger,  but 
in  how  it  is  used  to  hurt.”  Mr.  Haddorff 
explained  the  group  helps  teenagers 
recognize  and  handle  their  feelings. 

“I  think  anger  is  considered  in  most 
societies  as  a  negative  emotion  and  one 
that  is  universally  destructive,"  he 
continued.  “A  lot  has  been  written  lately 
on  constructive  anger,  but  it  hasn’t 
filtered  down  to  the  kids  yet. 

“What  we  do  in  this  group  is  give 
kids  permission  to  have  all  the  emotions 
that  go  with  dying  and  the  stages  of  grief. 
We  assure  the  kids  that  these  feelings  are 
something  normal  that  all  people  go 
through  when  something  or  someone 
dies  in  their  lives  —  their  parents’ 
marriage,  or  a  parent.  We  ask  the 
teenagers  in  the  group  if  they  have  these 
feelings.  It  seems  to  be  a  relief  to  them  to 
have  permission  to  be  angry.” 

The  minister  said  he  worked  with  an 
entire  family  in  which  two  girls  were 
having  trouble  adjusting  to  a 
stepmother.  The  family  suddenly  found  a 
great  deal  of  emotion  was  being 
expressed  in  their  daily  lives.  “Once 
people  were  given  permission  to  say  the 
ugly  thing,  they  were  also  given 
permission  to  say  the  loving  thing,”  Mr. 
Haddorff  said. 

Elizabeth  Kubler-Ross’  book,  “On 
Death  and  Dying,”  is  used  for  the  class  in 
Sunday  morning  sessions  which  usually 
draw  six  to  12  junior  high  and  high  school 


age  students.  The  book’s  author  lists  five 
stages  of  emotions  in  such  situations: 
denial,  anger,  bargaining,  depression 
and  acceptance,  Mr.  Haddorff  pointed 
out.  Group  members  discuss  their 
feelings  and  how  to  deal  with  the  various 
stages. 

“It  seems  to  be  necessary  for  people  to 
have  others  listen,  give  them  feedback 
and  care  about  them,  in  spite  of  the  anger 
they  may  be  exposing,”  he  said. 

A  high  schooler  was  told  during  his 
parents’  divorce,  “We  got  along  fine  until 
the  kids  came  along.  ’’ 

“This  parent  didn’t  back  up  and  tell  the 
kid,  ‘Hey,  I  was  hurting  when  I  said  that,’ 
and  the  teenager  never  followed  through 
and  talked  about  it,”  Mr.  Haddorff  said. 
Group  members  recognized  they  must 
also  cope  with  the  grief  of  others,  such  as 
a  parent  who  is  being  divorced  or  dying, 
in  addition  to  their  own  feelings. 

Although  the  group  deals  largely  with 
grief,  the  emphasis  is  on  “New  Life 
Situations”  because,  Mr.  Haddorff  said, 
“when  you  get  to  acceptance,  life  is 
brand-new  and  good  again.” 

He  pointed  out  that  teenagers,  like 
adults,  can  move  through  their  maze  of 
emotions  with  the  help  of  people  who 
listen  and  love,  so  they  can  “accept  the 
loss  of  the  loved  one,  realize  they  are 
better  persons  because  of  the  time  they 
had  with  them,  celebrate  that  and  move 
on  with  their  lives." 


carried  books  in  his  saddlebags  to  people 
in  remot^  areas  as  he  rode  to  preach  the 
Gospel.” 

Officials  said  the  plan  works  like  this: 
The  display  stand  with  100  books  in  the 
“Festival”  paperback  series,  10  each  of 
10  different  titles,  can  be  ordered  at  a  15 
percent  discount.  Plan  A  and  B  already 
contain  pre-selected  titles  while  Plan  C 
allows  the  church  to  order  any 
combination  of  100.  Reorders  of  25  or 
more  come  at  the  discount  price  and 
unsold  books  may  be  exchanged  for 
different  titles. 

The  display  rack  can  be  set  up  in  any 
place  easily  accessible  to  people  —  the 
entrance  way,  hallway,  library  or 
fellowship  hall.  Self-service  envelopes 
are  attached  for  people  to  make 
payments  when  no  one  is  present  to  take 
the  money.  The  books  currently  range  in 
price  from  $1.25  to  $2.45. 

Present  titles  in  the  “Festival”  series 
number  40,  with  six  to  10  additional  books 
to  be  published  each  year,  said  Kent 
McNish,  sales  manager  for  Abingdon 
Press  and  one  of  the  originators  of  the 
concept.  Among  the  current  titles  are 
“The  Divine  Yes,”  by  E.  Stanley  Jones, 
the  famed  missionary;  “Introducing  the 
Bible”  by  William  Barclay,  the  late 
biblical  scholar;  “A  Life  Full  of 
Surprises”  by  Lloyd  Ogilvie,  popular 
pastor  of  the  Hollywood  Presbyterian 
Church;  “Steps  to  Prayer  Power”  by  Jo 
Kimmel,  a  leader  in  prayer  encounters; 
and  “How  to  Have  a  Happy  Marriage” 


by  John  and  Vera  Mace,  specialists  who 
have  written  widely  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  McNish  listed  four  reasons  why  the 
“Festival  of  Books”  could  prove  helpful 
to  the  local  church  and  its  members: 

•  Good  inexpensive  reading  by  Chris¬ 
tian  authors  is  offered. 

•  Accessibility  —  as  close  to  UMs  “as 
your  church  on  Sunday  morning”  —  is 
particularly  beneficial  to  persons  who  do 
not  live  near  bookstores  that  stock 
religious  titles. 

•  The  ministry  of  the  local  church  may 
be  extended  through  the  reading  of 
Christian  books. 

•  The  books  are  geared  to  lay  people. 

The  profit  the  church  will  gain  is 

modest  -  $23.92  on  Plan  A  and  $27.07  on 
Plan  B  —  admitted  Charles  Custer, 
Cokesbury  national  marketing  manager 
and  also  one  of  the  original  developers  of 
the  concept. 

“The  person  in  the  pew  is  hard  to  reach 
with  religious  books,”  Mr.  Custer  said. 
“The  publishing  house  has  done  a  good 
job  reaching  the  pastor,  but  even  with 
our  33  Cokesbury  book  stores  in  21  states 
we  have  not  done  as  well  reaching  the  lay 
person. 

“Additionally,  we  hope  the  church  will 
look  beyond  its  own  congregation  and  see 
this  program  as  a  possible  evangelistic 
tool,  taking  the  books  door  to  door,  or 
setting  up  the  display  rack  in  drugstores, 
or  at  a  booth  at  the  county  fair,  or 
anywhere  to  reach  the  public  with  good 
Christian  reading,”  he  said. 


national  security,’  you  see  that  Carter 
lost  the  battle  of  words,”  Ms.  Lee 
concluded. 

Dr.  Lee,  now  in  her  early  60s,  started 
the  Korea  Legal  Aid  Center  for  Family 
Relations  in  1956.  Today  it  occupies  a  six- 
story  brick  building  in  Seoul  built  with 
gifts  from  100  Korean  women  within  the 
country  and  a  similar  number  abroad. 
The  only  service  of  its  kind  in  Korea,  it 
handles  40-50  cases  a  day,  the  majority 
dealing  with  divorce  and  adultery. 

As  its  contribution  to  International 
Year  of  the  Child,  the  center  undertook  a 
study  of  cases  and  decisions  in  family 
court  over  the  last  10  years  to  see  the  real 
situation  of  children  in  families  broken 
by  divorce. 

Asked  whether  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Korea  had  contributed  to  her  center, 
Dr.  Lee  said,  “Not  once  ever.” 

She  added  that  the  church  does  not 
oppose  free  legal  counseling  for  all 
people,  but  the  Korean  Methodist  Church 
has  little  sense  of  social  consciousness 
“as  an  appropriate  role  or  attitude  for 
the  church.” 

“This  does  not  mean  certain  individual 
pastors  and  lay  persons  are  not 
interested,”  she  explained.  And  the 
World  and  Women’s  Divisions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  have  been 
supportive,  she  added. 

Queried  as  to  the  physical  and  spiritual 
condition  of  the  Rev.  Cho  Hwa  Soon,  a 
Methodist  woman  minister  now  serving  a 
three-year  prison  term  for  support  of 
factory  workers’  rights,  Dr.  Lee  said : 

“If  I  were  able  to  know  it,  it  would 
indicate  a  situation  of  freedom  in  our 
country.  We  are  not  allowed  to  visit  her.  I 
have  no  way  of  finding  out  the  answer  to 
that  question.  I  only  know  she  is  in 
prison.” 

Dr.  Lee,  former  dean  of  the  law  school 
at  Ewha  Women’s  University,  is  under  a 
three-year  suspended  sentence  as  the 
result  of  participation  in  the  March  1, 
1976,  human  rights  incident.  She  is 
disbarred  as  a  lawyer  until  1985:  she  is 
not  allowed  to  be  a  professor  and  has  lost 
all  her  rights  as  a  citizen. 

Asked  what  she  found  most  satisfying 
about  her  work,  she  replied:  “When  I 
was  a  young  child  I  never  dreamed  I 
would  have  the  chance  to  become  a 
lawyer.  But  I  was  able  to  do ’this  after 
being  married  and  having  four 
children. 

“When  I  heard  the  sad  stories  of 
women  all  around  me,  I  had  no  choice  but 
to  emerse  myself  in  their  problems  and 
try  to  respond.  For  23  years  I  have  been 
able  to  give  free  counsel  to  many  poor 
women  who  had  no  place  to  turn.” 

The  fact  that  she  has  been  able  to  guide 
and  help  this  kind  of  legal  aid  work  was 
“such  a  source  of  happiness  that  I  cannot 
explain  it  in  any  other  way  but  that  it  was 
through  God’s  help.  I  am  very  grateful  to 
God  for  making  these  things  happen 
through  me.” 


Revitalize  Adult  Study  Groups 
This  Fall 


Bible  Lives  of  Faith:  Abraham 

Help  your  adult  study  group  learn  to  apply  faith  to  their  own  I 
lives.  This  new  illustrated  life  of  Abraham  is  the  first  in  a  series  I 
of  eight  dated  study  resources,  portraying  the  Patriarch  in  I 
everyday  situations  as  he  overcame  doubt  and  transgression  I 
to  remain  obedient  to  God's  will.  Adults  are  encouraged! 
through  this  unit  to  discuss  their  lives  and  how  to  live  their  lives  I 
with  faith.  Additional  titles  will  follow  quarterly,  so  place  your| 
order  now.  1 

9476.  Student  Book  (one  for  each  member)  85(  I 

9487.  Resource  Book  (at  least  one  per  group)  1.85 1 


New,  Large-Print  Edition 
Of  Adult  Bible  Studies 

One  of  the  most  popular  United  Methodist  adult  | 
study  resources  is  now  also  available  in  easy-to- 
read  type,  nearly  1 V2  times  larger  than  the  type 
size  used  in  the  regular  ABS  edition!  Content  and 
illustrations  are  the  same.  Each  of  the  1 3  lessons  is 
based  on  the  International  Lesson  Series  and  | 
explores  a  selected  scriptural  passage. 

5217  1.25 1 


Please  rush  the  following  adult  study  resource  materials. 

Abraham, _ Student  Books  (#9476)  (5. 85c  ea. 

_ Resource  Books  (#9487)  (5.  1.85  ea. 

Large  Print  A.B.S.  (#5217) _ copies  @  1.25  ea. 
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Anniversary  Celebrated 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Owen,  shown 
below,  during  the  celebration  of  their 
50th  Wedding  Anniversary  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  of  the  Merryville  UMC. 
The  celebration  was  planned  by  the 
Owen’s  five  children.  Rev.  Art  Baker, 
pastor,  tells  us  that  the  children,  plus 
their  spouses,  twelve  grandchildren, 
three  great-grandchildren,  and  a  host  of 
friends  were  present.  In  fact,  according 
to  Art,  only  three  members  of  the  family 
were  unable  to  attend. 

The  Owens  have  lived  in  Merryville 
since  1944,  and  have  been  very  active 
members  of  the  Church.  Mrs.  Owen  has 
been  a  Sunday  School  teacher,  the 
church  treasurer,  president  of  the  UMW, 


and,  presently,  serves  on  the 
Administrative  Board.  Robert  has 
served  on  the  Administrative  Board  and 
is  now  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Howell,  a  former  minister  of 
the  Church,  presented  the  couple  with 
one  of  his  paintings 

Rev.  Baker’s  note  about  the  occasion 
closed  with,  ‘‘As  far  as  anyone 
remembers,  this  is  the  first  50th  Wedding 
Anniversary  celebrated  in  the  facilities 
of  the  church.”  Well,  Art,  that  is  one  of 
the  reasons  we  printed  this  article.  It’s 
really  an  occasion,  nowadays,  when  a 
couple  does  celebrate  50  years  together. 


Ruston  DCOM  Plans 
Laboratory  School 


Pre-registration  is  now  underway  for  a 
Laboratory  School,  to  be  held  at  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  on  September  14,  15,  and 
16th.  Educators  and  church  school 
workers  from  the  conference  are  invited 
to  attend. 

The  Lab  School  is  a  workshop  for 
Christian  Education  personnel  in  the 
local  church  who  are  interested  in 
improving  their  teaching  skills.  It  gives 
an  opportunity  to  work  directly  with  a 
class  of  students  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Lab  teacher  The  workers  gain  an 
understanding  of  the  purpose  of 
Christian  education,  techniques  that  are 
workable,  and  a  notion  of  ‘‘What  makes 
that  age  group ‘tick’.  ” 

The  school  is  sponsored  by  the  Ruston 
District  Council  on  Ministries  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  Jason  Owen,  dean  of 
the  school. 

Resource  persons,  and  their  areas  of 
specialization,  are:  Nursery  and 
Kindergarten  -  Mrs.  Elaine  Ward, 
Dallas;  Elementary  I-III  -  Mrs.  Dorliss 
Glass,  Farmers  Branch,  Texas; 
Elementary  IV-VI  -  Miss  Rosemary 
Scheuerman,  Jackson,  Miss.  ;  Junior  Hi  - 
Rev.  James  Evans,  Springhill;  Senior  Hi 
-  Rev.  Edward  Woodall,  Jr.,  Batesville, 
Miss.;  and  Adult  -  Rev.  John  Braden. 
Maplewood. 

Dr.  Owen  warns  that  pre-registration 
should  be  turned  in  by  August  26th  in 
order  to  assure  a  place  in  the  school  ( that 
only  gives  you  a  couple  of  days!)  and 
those  that  are  received  after  the  deadline 
will  be  accepted  only  as  class  sizes  will 
permit. 


Cost  of  the  workshop  will  be  $12.00  for 
the  16  hours  of  instruction.  The  school 
opens  at  6:00  p.m.  on  Friday  and  includes 
sessions  on  Saturday  morning  and 
afternoon,  and,  again  on  Sunday 
morning. 

Additional  information  and  registra¬ 
tion  forms  may  be  obtained  from  Dr. 
Jason  Owen,  P.  0.  Box  1383,  Ruston,  La. 
71270. 


Denham  Springs  Youth 

The  Youth  at  Denham  Springs  UMC 
have  had  a  busy  summer  according  to 
Shirley  Benton.  That  is  because  Lucy 
Owings,  from  the  Centenary  School  of 
Church  Careers,  has  been  their  summer 
intern. 

In  a  Workshop,  planned  by  Rev. 
George  Duerson,  pastor,  Weldon 
Averette,  Joyce  Annison,  and  Shirley 
Snyder;  the  youth  considered  film  on 
human  reproduction  and  growth  with 
small  group  discussions,  guided  by 
Mmes.  Annison  and  Snyder,  both  of 
whom  are  registered  nurses,  and 
Averette.  The  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  of  Baton 
Rouge,  spoke  on  ‘‘Christian  Perspective 
for  Sex  and  Marriage”  and  a  Social 
Worker  dealt  with  topics  on  emotions, 
sense  of  identity  and  young  marriages. 

The  group  has  lead  a  worship  service, 
participated  in  a  district  Serendipity 
Workshop,  spent  a  weekend  on  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  painted  a 
building  for  their  use,  had  Bible  studies, 
and  ‘‘many  social  events  and  outings.” 


Now  I  Lay 


For  years  I  have  contended  with  the 
fear  of  death.  This  feeling,  in  part,  I 
believe,  began  in  early  childhood.  I 
would  kneel  beside  mother’s  knee  and 
repeat  these  familiar  words  — 

"Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep 
I  pray  thee  Lord  my  soul  to  keep 
If  I  should  die  before  I  wake 
I  pray  thee  Lord  my  soul  to  take.” 

I  would  hurry  through  the  prayer  and 
my  ‘‘God  blesses.”  kiss  mother  and  jump 
into  bed  and  the  safety  of  the  enfolding 
covers.  Others  have  had  similar 
experiences. 

If  I  were  teaching  a  night-time  prayer 
to  a  child  today,  I  would  improvise 
something  —  something  that  would  give 
him  a  feeling  of  God’s  protective  love 
through  the  night  and  promise  of  a  happy 
tomorrow. 

Paraphrase  the  old  prayer  something 
like  this  — 

"Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep 
Loving  angels  a  watch  will  keep 
Tomorrow  will  be  a  happy  day 
In  my  work  and  in  my  play.  ” 

Thank  you,  dear  Jesus,  for  your  loving 
care  of  me  and  all  our  family.  Amen. 

Claire  Goldsmith 


Tour  Features 
Passion  Play 

The  famous  "Passion  Play,”  presented 
one  season  each  decade  at  the  Bavarian 
village  of  Oberammergau,  will  be  a 
feature  of  the  1980  "Alpine  Odyssey”  tour 
sponsored  by  Educational  Opportunities, 
a  non-profit  group  providing  continuing 
education  events  for  laity  and  clergy. 

The  16-day  tour,  departing  August  12, 
1980  from  Louisiana  via  Atlanta  direct  to 
Munich,  will  feature  extensive 
sightseeing  in  Austria  and  Bavaria, 
including  Munich,  Innsbruck,  Salzburg. 
Oberammergau,  and  options  to  Vienna, 
Prague,  Budapest  and  Yugoslavia. 

Lecturers  for  the  seventh  annual 
educational  conference  during  the  first 
week  will  be  Cardinal  Leon  Joseph 
Suenens,  Dr.  Jan  Lochman,  Dr.  Chris 
Christiansen,  Dr.  Marin  Schmidt  and 
Rev.  Helmut  Nausner.  Faculty  chair¬ 
man  is  Bishop  James  Henley. 

Available  space  for  the  Passion  Play  is 
limited,  and  early  registration  is 
ecessary  to  assure  tickets  for  this 
pedal  feature.  Basic  price  for  the 
our/conference  is  $995.  Persons 
interested  may  secure  complete 
information  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  coordinator  for  the  program, 
the  Reverend  James  Christie,  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  1200  Dubach 
Street,  Ruston,  Louisiana  71270,  phone 
(318  )  255-2520. 


Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn  is  to 
be  one  of  two  guest  preachers 
for  the  1979  Minister’s  Week 
session  in  the  Oklahoma  Con¬ 
ference.  The  session  is  scheduled 
at  Canyon  camp  during  Octo¬ 
ber.  Reverend  Cotton-Winn  is 
co-pastor  with  her  husband, 
John,  at  the  First  UMC,  Houma; 
and  she  is  also  a  ministerial 
delegate  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 
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We  have  had  a  number  of  calls  from 
people  who  said  that  they  had  trouble 
getting  the  phone  number  and/or  box 
number  of  the  Conference  office. 

Of  course,  that  is  a  clue  to  how  good  a 
readership  we  have,  because  we  have 
been  carrying  both  in  the  LUM  box  just 
above  this  column.  Or  else,  it  is  the 
fulfillment  of  that  Scripture  about 
‘‘having  eyes  and  not  seeing.” 

Next  week,  we  plan  to  carry  pictures  of 
the  staff  —  new  and  old  (on  the  job,  that 
is! )  We  thought  you  might  want  to  meet 
Maureen  and  the  two  Kathys  ( the  way  we 
keep  them  separate,  one  spells  her  name 
with  a  “y”  and  the  other,  with  an  "i”). 
Inez,  and  the  rest. 

If  you  will,  write  your  address  and 
phone  number  on  the  back  of  the 
Journal:  (504  )  927-7820;  P.O.  Drawer 
3057,  B.R.  70821.  Better  still,  come  by  and 
see  us! 


Youth  Rebuild 
Tornado-Ravaged 
Wichita  Falls 


A  group  of  15  youth  and  2  adult  leaders 
from  First  UMC.  Bossier  City  spent  a 
week  of  their  summer  vacation  in 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  helping  to  repair 
some  of  the  damage  wrought  by  a 
devastating  tornado  which  took  forty- 
five  lives  and  left  countless  others  with 
destroyed  or  badly -damaged  homes 
Chaplain  Paul  Reger  and  Suzan  Nichols. 
Director  of  Education  and  Youth,  were  in 
charge  of  the  group. 

Floral  Heights  UMC  sponsored  the 
camps  every  other  week  throughout  the 
summer.  The  minister.  Dr.  James 
Palmer,  and  a  staff  of  volunteer  workers, 
organized  the  program,  cooked  the 
meals,  provided  a  place  in  the  church  for 
the  workers  to  stay,  and  even,  worked 
alongside  of  them  as  repairs  were  done. 
The  Bossier  group  put  in  a  total  of  425 
hours  of  work  during  the  week.  Over  100 


homes  have  benefited  from  work  camps 
like  this  one. 

Some  of  the  jobs  the  youth  tackled 
were:  carpentry,  painting,  raking  yards, 
ripping  up  damaged  carpeting,  knocking 
down  cracked  walls,  cleaning  off  slabs 
and  chipping  mortar  off  bricks.  Each  day 
began  with  a  devotional,  and  work  on  the 
site  was  started  at  7:00.  In  between  all 
the  hard  work,  the  youth  managed  to  find 
time  for  shopping  trips,  movies,  a  visit  to 
the  planetarium,  and  evening  devotionals 
at  9:30. 

Dr.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  Senior 
Minister  at  Bossier  City,  said.  “The 
people  in  Wichita  Falls  not  only  benefited 
from  the  work  which  was  done  by  the 
youth,  but  also  gained  a  new 
appreciation  of  the  concern  and  the 
willingness  to  give  of  themselves  which 
the  youth  of  today  possess.  ” 


Over  fifty  people  were  active  in  the  Vacation  Church 
School  at  St.  Luke’s  this  summer.  Special  activities  were 
planned  for  each  day,  along  with  the  regularly  scheduled 
programs  and  activities. 

You  can  get  some  idea  of  the  type  of  special  activities  from 
the  picture  of  the  group  with  the  “four  foot  tall  bunny  rabbit.' ’ 
There  were  puppet  shows,  a  clown,  skits,  the  rabbit,  and  a 
day  of  “water  games.”  Rev.  W.  E.  Nolan,  the  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  said.  “Everything  from  sprinklers  to  water  guns  to  a 
’gigantic'  water  slide  was  used  to  entertain  children  from  2 
years  to  the  6th  grade.  ” 


An  “Open  House”  was  observed  at  the  new  parsonage  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Crowley,  La.,  Sunday,  July 
22.  On  the  same  day  the  parsonage  was  dedicated,  with  Dr. 
Jack  Cooke  officiating.  Abe  M.  Conerly  is  the  pastor. 


Shown  above  are  three  mothers,  recently  honored  at 
Robert’s  Chapel  UMC,  Denham  Springs.  They  are,  from  1., 
Mrs.  Anna  D.  Scott,  mother  with  most  children;  Ms.  Marilyn 
Scott,  youngest;  and  Mrs.  Martha  T.  Scott,  oldest  mother. 
Each  of  the  three  was  given  a  bouquet  of  flowers. 


Vacation  Bible  School  at  Iowa  U.M.C. 


Around 

GOLDEN  MEADOW  -  We  have  been 
informed  that  Radio  Station  KLEB  has 
begun  the  syndicated  radio  series 
CONNECTION 

SHREVEPORT  —  After  car  washes, 
bake  sales,  and  numerous  other  fund 
raisers,  the  UMYF  at  St.  Luke’s  earned 
over  $1500  to  aid  their  summer  youth 
ministries  program  Highlighting  the 
program  was  a  trip  to  Walt  Disnev 
World 

RINGGOLD  —  The  final  payment  has 
been  made  on  land  the  church  bought 
across  the  highway  from  the  church 
building,  and  they  plan  to  “bum  the 
note,”  symbolizing  that  the  church  is  no 
longer  in  debt.  Some  of  us  can  remember 
a  similar  occasion  when  the  preacher 
almost  burned  the  church  down  when  he 
burned  the  note. 

ALEXANDRIA  -  First  UMC  is 
sponsoring  a  workshop  on  STORY¬ 
TELLING,  That  announcement  really 
hit  when  we  first  saw  it:  STORYTEL¬ 
LING,  some  people  do  not  need  any 
practice!  But  it  is  not  what  you  think 
Storytelling  has  long  been  a  part  of 
teaching  and  preaching,  and  the  folks  at 


The  Conference 


First  Church,  Alex.,  are  providing  a  well 
known  leader  in  the  field.  Elaine  Ward, 
from  University  Church,  Dallas.  Texas, 
on  Saturday,  Sept.  8th.  If  you  want  more 
information,  contact  Rev.  Wm.  P.  Fraser 
about  it. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  The  Covenant 
Sunday  School  Class  at  First  UMC  is 
collecting  school  supplies  for  the  children 
in  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital.  These 
children,  who  are  really  wards  of  the 
court,  will  be  starting  to  school  like 
everyone  else.  We  thought  it  was  a  nice 
idea  worth  sharing. 

SULPHUR  -  The  Wesley  UMC  is 
planning  their  annual  Missions  Carnival. 
Joni  Koonce  and  Barbara  Arceneaux 
have  sent  us  the  list  of  some  of  the 
booths.  We  noted  with  interest  that 
Hubert  Blanchard  is  in  charge  of  the 
"Auction  Booth”;  and  there  is  a  “Jail 
booth,”  a  “dunking  booth,”  one  where 
you  "pick  up  ducks,”  Popgun,  and  an  egg 
throw  sack  race  (we  are  not  sure  what 
you  do  with  that).  The  most  interesting 
one  listed  was  a  "Snowball  booth”  —  in 
Sulphur? 

MANDIVILLE  —  “What  I  Expect  of 


My  Minister  and  My  Church”  was  the 
subject  of  a  speech  by  Murray  Fincher, 
retired  manager  of  South  Central  Bell  in 
New  Orleans,  to  the  ministers  of  the  NOS 
District  The  district  meeting  was  held  at 
the  St.  Timothy  Church. 

ALEXANDRIA  —  Rev.  Jerome  Cain, 
Superintendent,  has  announced  the 
District  School  of  Missions,  to  be  held  at 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  on  September 
13th.  “Human  Rights  and  the 
International  Order”  will  be  presented 
by  Rev  Robert  Miller;  "Middle  East 
Mosaic”  by  Inez  Chrisentery;  and  "The 
Parables"  by  Mrs.  Edward  Horton. 
Jerome  says,  “It  will  begin  with  a  free 
fall  the  makings  furnished)  sandwich 
supper  The  way  that  sentence  reads, 
vou  probablv  have  to  furnish  the  bread. 

’  ALGIERS  -  The  J.  O.  Y.  Club 
celebrated  its  third  year  of  existence  in 
the  Algiers  UMC  with  some  musical 
entertainment  from  John  Davis  and  his 
"musical  group”  and  a  covered  dish 
luncheon.  Rev  Carey  Martin  did  not  tell 
us  what  J  O.  Y.  stands  for.  but  the 
special  guests  were  the  P.  I  R.  (he  did 
tell  us  that  means  “persons  in 
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Charismatic  United  Methodists: 
another  facet  of  our  pluralism 


Till-:  LMTKI)  MKTIIOOIST  RKPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


AUGUST  24.  1979 


TM/UMR’s  reporter  assigned  to  cover 
the  first  national  United  Methodist 
Charismatic  Conference  (see  TM/UMR, 
August  17)  returned  to  our  office  with  the 
observation-  “You  know,  United 
Methodism  really  is  a  pluralistic  church.  I 
saw  a  completely  different  group  of 
people  at  this  meeting  from  any  other 
I’ve  attended,  and  they  were  all  United 
Methodists.” 

He  is  right.  And  the  same  could  be 
observed  about  numerous  other  sub¬ 
groups  within  our  church.  Persons  who 
are  turned  on  by  a  particular  church 
activity  or  emphasis  may  not  be 
observably  involved  in  any  other  facet  of 
the  church’s  life. 

For  maximum  positive  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  the  pluralism  of  our 
church’s  membership,  there  needs  to  be 
constructive  dialogue  and  interaction 
among  the  diverse  parts  of  the  Body  of 
Christ.  Each  group  has  a  distinct 
contribution  to  make  to  the  whole  of  the 
church’s  life,  and  each  group  can  learn 
from  the  activities  and  experiences  of 
others. 

Although  their  leaders  estimate  that 
there  are  more  than  half  a  million 
charismatics  within  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  probably  no  other  identifiable 
sub-group  within  our  church  maintains  a 
lower  profile.  This  is  explained  by  two 
factors  working  together. 

First,  many  ministers  and  laypersons 
are  frightened  by  the  dangers  they  see 
posed  by  charismatics  within  their 
congregations.  Having  experienced 
some  charismatics  as  arrogant  and 
divisive  by  their  insistence  that  their 
religious  experience  should  be  regarded 
as  normative  for,  and  duplicated  by,  all 

Leave  of  absence 
right  action  by 
Bishop  Muzorewa 

We  commend  the  decision  of  Bishop 
Abel  Muzorewa  to  request  a  temporary 
leave  of  absence  from  his  episcopal 
responsibilities  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia 
so  that  he  may  devote  full  attention  to  his 
task  as  prime  minister  of  that  nation’s 
first  black  majority-ruled  government 
(see  TM/UMR,  August  17). 

We  have  affirmed  the  appropriateness 
of  Bishop  Muzorewa ’s  dual  role  as  a 
political  and  spiritual  leader  over  the 
past  several  years.  His  situation  was 
clearly  uncommon,  and  the  path  he  had 
to  follow  toward  the  goal  of  majority  rule 
was  largely  uncharted,  thereby 
justifying  an  approach  which  under 
normal  circumstances  would  be  unwise. 

With  his  election  as  Zimbabwe 


people  who  are  ‘‘fully  Christian,"  such 
persons  frequently  have  let  it  be  known 
that  charismatics  are  “unwelcome”  in 
their  congregation. 

At  the  same  time,  charismatics  often 
feel  more  comfortable  relating  only  to 
persons  with  like  religious  experiences 
than  engaging  in  Christian  worship  and 
service  with  persons  whose  religious 
experiences  are  very  different. 

We  believe  there  is  a  valid  and 
important  place  for  charismatic  persons 
in  the  life  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Their  enthusiastic  emphasis  on 
joyous  praise  and  God  at  work  in  the 
world  today  is  needed  to  infuse  new  life 
into  many  congregations  whose  worship 
and  other  activities  have  become  dull 
and  lifeless.  Their  visionary  trust  in  God 
to  provide  for  the  needs  of  His  people  is  a 
needed  corrective  to  those  of  us  who  have 
cynically  concluded  “nothing  will  get 
done  if  we  don’t  do  it.  ” 

A  church  like  United  Methodism  can 
also  provide  needed  perspective  for 
persons  who  have  experienced 
charismatic  renewal.  A  person  need  not 
undergo  a  particular  kind  of  charismatic 
experience  to  be  fully  a  Christian,  and 
charismatics  need  to  be  regularly  and 
concretely  reminded  of  this  fact.  The 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  not  intended 
only  to  provide  one  with  a  spiritual  and 
emotional  “high,”  but  to  equip  one  for 
ministry  and  service  to  others.  Hence  it 
is  beneficial  for  charismatics  regularly 
to  rub  shoulders  with  Christians  who  are 
actively  committed  to  the  social 
application  of  the  gospel. 

If  you  are  a  charismatic  or  a  non- 
charismatic  Christian,  the  UMC’s  1976 
General  Conference  approved  a 
document  entitled  “Guidelines:  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  the  Charis¬ 
matic  Movement”  which  we  believe  you 
should  read  and  reflect  upon.  If  followed 
in  practice,  these  guidelines  enable 
charismatic  and  non-charismatic 
Christians  to  work  and  worship  side-by- 
side  in  the  same  church,  with  each 
seeking  to  respond  to  God’s  guidance  in 
his  own  way.  Copies  of  these  guidelines 
may  be  secured  from  Discipleship  Re¬ 
sources,  P.  O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee  37202.  The  cost  is  65(  per  copy. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Total  ministry  to  the  total  person 

Can  we  make  it  happen  in  the  United  Methodist  Church? 


ByH.W.  PARKER 

Jesus'  statement  to  Peter  (Matt. 
16:18),  “Upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my 
church  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not 
prevail  against  it,”  suggests  to  us  the 
promise  that  God  intends  to  make 
Himself  forever  visible  and  available  to 
His  supreme  creation.  I  believe, 
however,  that  the  present  trend  of  many 
denominations,  ours  included,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  the  history  of  the  Christian 
movement,  suggests  rather  convincingly 
that  His  promise  is  not  that  the  church 
will  always  be  prepared  for  creative  and 
contemporary  ministry,  but  rather  that 
the  church,  even  in  her  weakened  con¬ 
dition,  will  somehow  remain  in  the  flow 
of  human  history. 

We  have  no  assurance  that  God  will  be 
pleased  at  all  times  with  His  church.  In 
fact  we  have  the  opposite  indication  in 
some  rather  strong  language,  i.e., 
“Because  thou  art  lukewarm  ...”  We 
should  be  eternally  grateful  for  His 
promise  of  the  church’s  perpetuity  for 
without  it,  considering  what  some  of  us 
have  caused  her  to  do  or  kept  her  from 
doing,  it  would  take  a  skilled  archaeologist 
to  find  her.  , 

How  can  we  reverse  the  downward 
trend  and  what  subsequent  strategy 
should  we  employ?  What  should  we  be 
doing  and  how  should  we  do  it? 

Individual  is  central 

In  our  connectional  church  or  in  any 
other  church  structure,  the  individual  is 
the  central  figure  —  the  life-blood  of  the 
institution.  There  are  no  local  churches 
without  individual  members.  There  are 
no  annual  conferences  without  local 
churches.  There  are  no  jurisdictions  or 
general  agencies  without  annual 
conferences.  There  is  no  super-structure 
without  the  individual  members  of  the 
local  churches.  It  is  to  that  person  whom 
we  must  now  direct  our  ministries,  not 
only  to  assist  that  one,  but  in  turn  to 
enable  that  one  to  minister  to  others.  We 
seem  to  be  fast  approaching  the  day 
when  the  unwritten  policy  of  our  church 
will  be  "all  of  you  pay  the  bills  and  the  few 
of  us  will  do  the  ministry.”  We  must 
remember  (not  in  word  only)  that  those 


to  whom  we  now  minister  must  be  the 
recipients  of  “total  ministry”  in  order  for 
the  missional  arms  of  the  church  to 
remain  intact  through  their  commitment 
and  giving. 

If  total  ministry  to  the  total  person  or 
family  is  our  recognized  goal,  then  we 
must  structure  and  staff  our  program  at 
the  local  church  level  to  meet  the  needs 
of  those  we  already  have.  And  then,  if  we 
do  the  kind  of  work  we  are  capable  of 
doing,  we  should  prepare  to  expand  our 
facilities.  Once  we  begin  to  meet  the 
needs  of  those  we  already  have,  word  will 
get  out  and  many,  many  others  who  see 
the  validity  of  our  ministry  will  come  our 
way  also. 

What  needs  should  we  meet? 

Let’s  begin  with  persons  in  the  pews. 
What  are  they  asking  for  and  what  are 
their  needs?  Recognizing  that  persons 
are  spiritual,  mental  and  physical 
beings,  we  must  prepare  to  assist  them  in 
each  of  these  areas  if  we  are  to  minister 
to  the  total  person.  If  a  minister  with  four 
or  five  hundred  members  or  more  who 
preaches  twice  on  Sunday,  teaches  one  or 
more  classes  during  the  week,  visits 
from  house  to  house,  visits  hospitals  and 
homes  for  the  aging,  calls  on  new 
prospects,  and  counsels  those  in  times  of 
distress  thinks  he  is  doing  a  creative 
work  in  all  of  these  areas,  then  double  his 
(her)  salary  and  purchase  a  paid-up  life 
insurance  policy  for  the  family  because 
he  (she)  will  not  be  with  you  much 
longer.  Not  only  are  there  insufficient 
hours,  but  who  of  us  is  educated  and 
trained  professionally  to  deal  particu¬ 
larly  with  the  serious  emotional  needs  we 
see  in  some  who  come  to  us;  or  who  has 
time  consistently  to  retain  the  keen  skills 
required  to  “be  all  things  to  all  people”? 

Our  lay  persons  are  sharing  very 
candidly  their  need  for  some  teaching  in 
the  areas  of  Bible,  religion,  church 
history,  etc.  If  we  were  to  offer  what  they 
want  and  need  as  quickly  as  they  want 
and  need  it,  we  would  be  talking  about 
four  or  five  courses  each  quarter  —  in 
essence  a  curriculum  of  elective  courses 
where  one  may  choose  according  to  one’s 
interest.  Within  three  years  one’s 


Be  clear  what  the  real  tragedy  is 


To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  pastor  whose  neglect  of 
a  dying  woman  may  cost  his  church  a 
legacy  (Here  I  Stand,  August  3),  most  of 
us  who  have  been  in  the  pastorate  now  go 
through  life  with  some  tragedy  like  this 
on  our  conscience,  but  we  should  at  least 
be  clear  as  to  what  the  tragedy  is. 


~  ^  The  implication  of  the  foundation 

Rhodesia's  first  black  prime  minister,  director’s  complaint  is  that  we  must 


Bishop  Muzorewa’s  political  respon¬ 
sibilities  have  become  no  less  difficult 
and  challenging,  but  they  are  now 
more  predictable.  And  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  need  the 
full-time  leadership  of  a  bishop  who  is 
not  preoccupied  with  other  concerns  and 
not  identified  primarily  in  relationship  to 
one  of  several  fledgling  political  parties. 

Bishop  Muzorewa’s  leave  of  absence 
will  enable  him  to  devote  his  full 
attention  to  the  awesome  task  of  building 
a  just  and  peaceful  social  order  in 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia,  which  is  as 
certainly  a  form  of  Christian  ministry  as 
dispatching  the  responsibilities  of  a 
bishop.  The  bishop’s  action  will  also 
leave  open  the  possibility  of  his  resuming 
episcopal  leadership  at  an  unspecified 
future  date.  And  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
assignment  of  Bishop  Ralph  Dodge  to 
serve  as  the  interim  episcopal  leader  of 
the  UMC  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  assures 
the  church  there  of  leadership  which  is 
experienced,  knowledgeable,  and 
committed  to  the  p’-'nciple  of  majority 
rule,  even  though  Bishop  Dodge  is  white. 
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pastor  our  flocks  faithfully  because 
someone  who  “planned  to  give  40  percent 
of  her  assets”  to  the  cause  of  Christ 
might  change  her  mind  and  we’d  lose  all 
that  money.  The  writer  surely  did  not 
mean  we  should  only  minister  for  this 
reason,  but  even  if  he  meant  we  should 
just  keep  it  in  mind  at  all  times,  the 
acceptance  of  mixed  motives  is  plain. 
This  means  we  shall  be  more  attentive  to 
the  rich  than  the  poor,  and  be  stumbling 
blocks  to  those  who  from  time 
immemorial  have  suspected  that 
ministers  always  keep  one  eye  on  the 
money  involved. 

Paul  worked  with  his  hands  to  avoid 
even  the  appearance  of  ministering  out 
of  greed  for  material  rewards  (I 
Corinthians  9:  Ilf),  but  your  “pastor  or 
perish”  vignette  would  do  little  to  allay 
such  suspicions  today. 

The  real  tragedy  it  embodies  is  not  that 
a  negligent  or  perhaps  overworked 
pastor  harmed  the  financial  position  of 
some  local  church.  It  is  that  a  member  of 
the  body  of  Christ  who  had  been  faithful 
for  a  lifetime  should  spend  her  final  days 
wrestling  with  bitterness  and 
disappointment,  unattended  by  the  one 
institution  on  earth  that  could  have 
walked  with  her  toward  the  valley  of  the 
shadow. 

Roy  DeLamotte 

Augusta,  Georgia 

Don’t  oppose  pension  plan 

on  basis  of  ‘peer  concept’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  July  27  issue,  you  printed  a 
statement  in  your  “Here  I  Stand” 
column  which  opposes  the  proposed 
pension  legislation.  I  do  not  know  if  the 
church  should  adopt  the  new  plan.  It 
should  not  be  opposed,  however,  on  the 
basis  that  it  invalidates  the  current 
“peer  concept,"  for  that  operates  now  on 
a  limited  basis. 

Annual  Conference  pension  rates  vary 
from  $60  to  $145  per  year  of  service. 
There’s  not  much  peer  concept  in  that. 
The  variance  is  even  wider  considering 
general  agency  staff  members,  who 
receive  pensions  based  upon  a  formula 
which  after  long  service  at  executive 
levels  might  result  in  a  Pension 
approaching  $7,000;  and  the  Bishops’ 
Pension  package  is  a  minimum  of  about 
$10,500  Denomination-wide  there  is 
actually  a  great  variance  in  pension 
levels  among  the  ministry  at  the  present 
time. 

The  proposed  plan  will  equalize  pen¬ 
sion  accumulations  for  the  majority  of 
pastors.  All  pastors  receiving  compensa¬ 
tion  below  the  denominational  average 
will  have  their  pension  contributions 
built-up  to  a  contribution  based  on  the 
denominational  average.  This  actually 
results  in  a  greater  equality  than  exists 
with  73  different  pension  rates. 

Furthermore,  within  a  -given  Annual 
Conference  now  there  is  considerable 
diversity.  Special  appointment  persons 
receive  a  different  pension.  Pastors  and 


local  churches  that  wish  can  contribute 
to  the  deferred  program  which  would 
result  in  that  minister  receiving  a  higher 
pension  at  retirement  than  his/her  peers. 

The  new  plan  may  not  be  what  our 
church  should  do.  It  should  be  vigorously 
debated.  But  it  should  not  be  defeated  on 
the  basis  that  it  destroys  the  peer- 
concept  which  is  not  now  practiced  on  a 
denominational  basis. 

EmersonS.  Colaw 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Christianity  and  the  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  receiving  TM/UMR  since 
joining  the  United  Methodist  Church 
locally  in  June  of  1977. 

I  have  read  with  increasing  fascination 
that  the  Bible  is  not  infallible,  that 
homosexuals  can  indeed  be  ordained  and 
they  are  committing  no  sins,  and  we 
must  boycott  the  Nestle  Company. 

My,  my.  All  I  wanted  to  do  was  to 
follow  this  fantastic  individual  named 
Jesus  Christ,  who  made  my  life  whole 
again,  took  away  the  desire  for  booze  and 
gave  me  instead  love  for  my  wife  and 
family. 

You  see,  when  I  started  to  read  the 
Bible,  I  found  out  that  the  universe  was 
created  by  God  and  designed  to  run  by 
His  laws,  not  man’s.  So  when  I  turned 
around  to  see  Jesus,  who  is  the  Way,  I 
decided  to  commit  everything  to  Him  — 
my  life,  my  store,  and  indeed,  my  family. 

I  am  finding  that  Christianity  is,  or  at 
least  seems  to  be,  having  problems  with 
modern  United  Methodism.  I  prefer  to 
think  of  myself  as  a  Christian  rather  than 
as  a  United  Methodist. 

Kern  F.  Stafford 
Saylorsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Faith  a  daily  gearch 

To  The  Editor: 

Your  recent  editorial  on  “biblical 
inerrancy”  is  worthy  of  high  praise. 
Twenty  of  the  80  years  of  my  life  were 
spent  in  regular  school  studies.  The  more 
I  studied,  the  more  I  found  myself  in 
accord  with  an  old  German  proverb: 
“Few  know  how  much  one  must  know  in 


Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  two  local  congre¬ 
gations  begin  publishing  special 
editions  of  TM/UMR  with  their  news 
printed  in  combination  with  annual 
conference  and  general  religious 
news  and  opinion  and  mailed  to 
every  church  family. 

The  new  editions  and  their  circula¬ 
tions  are:  First  UMC  in  Massillon, 
Ohio  (East  Ohio  Conference),  500; 
and  Mt.  Lebanon  UMC  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  (Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference),  1200. 

To  readers  of  these  new  editions  | 
we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  | 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  to  i 
be  interesting  and  informative,  and 
we  invite  you  to  join  other  readers  in 
contributing  to  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say  again: 
“Thank  you  for  reading  your  edition 
of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or  i 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  | 
Reporter).  \ 


order  to  know  how  little  one  knows.”  In 
paragraph  1610  of  The  United  Methodist 
Discipline  we  read:  “Higher  Education 
is  a  significant  part  of  our  Wesleyan 
heritage,  our  present  task  and  our  future 
responsibility.  The  church  continues  its 
historic  Mission  of  uniting  knowledge 
and  piety  .  . 

I  wish  to  present  two  matters  that  are 
central  in  my  concerns  with  our  welcome 
“give-and-take”  of  differing  viewpoints. 
(1)  There  have  been  repeated 
mentionings  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  losing  members  because  of 
differences  like  those  in  “biblical 
interpretation.”  Could  it  be  true  that 
much  of  such  loss  results  because  our 
members  are  tempted,  by  various  forms 
of  proselyting,  to  step  out  of  the  “Endless 
Line  of  Splendor”  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  unite  themselves 
with  a  group  that  presents  a  simple  and 
absolute  doctrinal  set-up  that  is  all 
inerrantly  settled? 

(2)  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of 
Methodism,  said  “If  your  heart  is  as  my 
heart,  then  give  me  your  hand.”  He 
knew  that  differences  of  opinion  are 
inevitable.  In  my  opinion,  we  really  have 
no  basic  differences  that  are  of  sufficient 
importance  to  cause  such  disruption  of 
our  Christian  love,  that  we  cannot 
continue  to  walk  and  work  together,  hand 
in  hand,  in  our  Christian  service.  For 
twenty-five  years  I  was  a  representative 
of  my  Annual  Conference  to  the 
Assembly  of  the  Ohio  Council  of 
Churches,  made  up  of  a  sizable  number 
of  different  denominations.  We  were 
always  helped,  rather  than  hindered,  by 
understanding  and  accepting  our 
differences. 

It  is  a  great  adventure  of  soul  to  have 
an  eternal  partnership  with  God,  in  daily 
search  for  truth  and  guidance  —  not  a 
ready-prepared  spiritual  hand-out 
inerrantly  established  by  God  2000  years 
ago  —  but  an  ever-present  help  for  each 
step  of  the  way.  _ 

Clarence  A.  Buchholz 

Westlake,  Ohio 

How  long  left  for  Bible? 

To  the  Editor: 

If  "fundamentalism”  and  “biblical 
inerrancy”  cannot  stand  up  to  the  test  of 
human  experience  in  the  20th  century, 
then  what  happens  in  the  21st  century, 
the  23rd  .  .  .?  How  many  years  are  left 
for  the  Bible?  After  the  Word  of  God  goes 
—  what  then?  . 

Ed  Mesko 

Rockville,  Maryland 


knowledge  of  scripture,  church  history, 
comparative  religion,  philosophy  of 
religion,  etc.,  would  be  increased  tre¬ 
mendously.  This  would  make  available 
for  God’s  use  a  more  dedicated, 
knowledgeable  and  competitive  laity  (as 
opposed  to  those  of  other  life  styles  and 
persuasions.) 

Professor  needed  on  staff 

The  pastor  simply  has  neither  the 
hours  nor  in  many  cases  the  up-to-date 
skills  to  provide  this  type  of  ministry.  My 
dream  is  to  bring  to  the  staff  of  the  local 
church  a  Professor  of  Bible  and  Religion 
with  experience  in  teaching  and 
knowledge  of  original  languages  so  as  to 
provide  competent  educational  and 
growth  experiences.  What  a  tremendous 
help  this  program  would  be  for  lay 
people,  and  what  an  influence  a  more 
educated  laity  would  be  in  our  world. 

Not  only  do  we  need  this  qualified 
person  and  subsequent  program  in  the 
church,  but  there  are  other  areas  of 
equal  need  requiring  our  attention.  One 
of  these  areas  is  in  the  arena  of 
counseling. 

One  of  the  most  frustrating  aspects  of 
the  pastoral  ministry  is  in  discovering  in 
some  who  come  for  counseling  a  serious 
emotional  problem  and  having  to  refer 
them  to  others  for  more  professional 
care.  Referral  is  not  the  problem,  but  to 
whom  does  one  refer  them?  Many  psy¬ 
chologists  and  psychiatrists,  by  their 
own  admission,  know  very  little  about 
the  spiritual  function  and  its  inter-re¬ 
lationships  with  the  mental  and  physical 
and  therefore  are  equally  inadequate  in 
providing  total  ministry  for  the  total 
person.  If  one  understands  the  need  for 
total  ministry,  referral  is  not  necessarily 
the  answer. 

Christian  psychologist  needed 

There  should  be  brought  to  the  church 
staff  a  skilled,  experienced  and 
committed  psychologist  who  chooses  to 
minister  in  this  setting  where  the  emo¬ 
tional  and  mental  and  adjustment  needs 
of  the  individual  and  family  can  be  met. 
What  a  tremendous  help  we  could  render 
to  our  people  if,  when  one  needs  more 
professional  care,  the  minister  could 
simply  ask  the  church  secretary  to  make 
an  appointment  with  the  psychologist. 
Under  one  roof,  in  one  place  but  under 
the  guidance  and  ministry  of  the  church, 
we  could  minister  to  these  needs. 

In  addition  to  counseling  individuals, 
classes  for  peer  groups  in  the  church  and 
community  would  be  available  where 
preparation  to  meet  certain  problems 
could  be  offered  rather  than  waiting  until 
problems  occur  and  then  trying  to 
rehabilitate.  For  instance,  in  Florida, 
Arizona  and  in  parts  of  California,  there 
are  many  retired  folk  moving  in  daily. 
Some  who  have  worked  for  25  to  40  years 
simply  do  not  know  how  to  handle  this 
abrupt  change  from  scheduled  activity  to 
retirement.  Some  of  the  most  unhappy 
and  dissatisfied  folk  in  our  society  are 
among  those  who  have  chosen  or  have 
been  forced  to  retire.  (You  can  only  cut 
the  grass  once  a  day.)  Should  the  church 
not  share  through  a  professional 
approach  some  preparation  and 
guidance  for  them?  And  in  turn  offer 
programs,  classes  and  activities  to  assist 
them  in  moving  from  the  past  toward  the 
future? 

There  are  other  peer  groups  to  whom 
we  should  professionally  minister  — 
youth,  parents  with  youth,  career 
guidance  for  older  youth,  young 
marrieds,  those  with  their  first  child, 
couples  whose  last  child  has  recently  left 
home,  singles,  and  couples  preparing  for 
marriage.  In  group  sessions  with  profes¬ 
sional  learning  skills  available,  we  could 
discover  that  preventive  psychology  is 
far  more  attractive  and  desirable  than 
rehabilitative  psychology. 

One  can  readily  envision  many,  many 
benefits  of  this  ministry.  For  instance, 
through  professional  observation, 
discussion  and  testing,  finding  that  child 
or  youth  in  a  Sunday  School  Class  or 
youth  group  who  has  emotional  danger 
signals  and  then  correcting  those 
problems  through  Christian  ministry  is 
not  only  challenging  and  exciting  but  is 
the  role  we  should  be  playing. 

Provide  community  recreation 

What  about  the  physical?  What  about 
planned  and  creative  recreation  for 
everyone?  Only  a  few  of  our  children  and 
youth  are  involved  in  community  recre¬ 
ation  programs.  What  about  all  the 
others? 

Most  fellowship  halls  have  very  low 
ceilings  and  by  design  allow  only 
speaking,  singing,  eating  and  playing 
shuffleboard.  We  need  facilities  to 
involve  children,  youth  and  adults  in  all 
kinds  of  recreational  opportunities. 
Leagues  of  all  kinds  for  men,  women, 
older  youth,  children,  mixed  leagues, 
family  leagues,  and  so  on.  Those  outside 
the  church  —  particularly  those  with 
children  and  youth  —  would  be  attracted 
to  any  church  with  enough  vision  to  offer 
this  kind  of  program  under  Christian 
supervision. 

I  would  like  to  see  a  staff  person  in  yet 
another  area.  We  should  offer  in  addition 
to  good  music  (vocal  and  instrumental), 
more  drama  and  visual  aids  in  our 
growth  and  worship  experiences.  A 
couple,  or  individual,  skilled  both  in 
music  and  drama  would  be  added  to  the 
church  staff  to  involve  more  persons  in 
the  experiences  of  learning  and  growing, 
thus  affording  an  even  broader 
opportunity  for  them  to  “work  out  their 
own  salvation”  through  the  church.  All 
kinds  of  great  things  could  be  done  with 
the  right  people  working  through  these 
media. 

Nothing  in  my  ministry  would  give  me 


H.  W.  Parker 
more  gratification  than  to  see  a  program 
of  this  sort  given  an  opportunity  to  work. 

I  know  this  plan  is  not  for  every  United 
Methodist  Church.  Some  churches  would 
have  to  join  together  in  some  of  these 
areas  for  the  plan  to  be  feasible.  Others 
may  not  see  any  validity  in  these  sugges¬ 
tions  or  be  willing  to  try  them.  However, 
I  see  a  larger  barrier  than  either  of  these 
—  and  possibly  one  which  could  keep 
such  a  program  from  becoming  a  reality 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Is  such  an  approach  possible? 

I  know  that  many  of  you  have  already 
been  “pushing  the  financial  pencil”  and 
you  have  discovered  the  considerable 
costs  involved  —  particularly  since  other 
“costs”  at  the  local  church  level  are 
already  more  demanding  than  many  can 
meet.  This  then  is  our  problem:  under 
our  present  structure  we  are 
traditionally  programmed  to  finance  not 
only  our  local  needs,  but  by  the  time  we 
pay  all  of  the  connectional  apportion¬ 
ments,  there  is  precious  little  left  to 
provide  a  total  ministry  to  the  total 
person  (family)  in  a  creative  and  mean¬ 
ingful  way.  This  is  not  a  statement  in 
disagreement  with  our  missional  and 
outreach  ministries  at  the  general  level 
of  our  church.  The  churches  I  have 
served  have  always  “paid  out,”  and  I  am 
presently  involved  in  one  of  the  more 
exciting  opportunities  available  in 
missions  —  United  Methodist  Volunteers 
In  Mission.  I  simply  feel,  however,  that 
we  must  effectively  minister  to  those  we 
have  in  order  to  continue  our  ministering 
to  those  in  other  areas  of  the  world. 

Present  patterns  need  revision 

I  want  to  walk  softly  here,  but  at  the 
same  time  take  an  honest  look  at  our 
approach  to  meeting  human  needs  — 
spiritual,  emotional  and  physical.  If  we 
are  convinced  that  no  changes  need  to  be 
made  and  that  the  natural  attrition  of 
persons  and  dollars  is  the  necessary  evil 
to  being  “relevant,”  then  by  all  means 
we  should  continue  to  minister  in  just  the 
way  we  are  now  structured  for  ministry. 
If,  however,  there  are  alarming  trends, 
possibly  it  is  time  to  restructure  the 
army  and  revise  the  battle  plans. 

From  a  financial  standpoint,  what  I’ve 
suggested  seems  impossible  under  our 
present  connectional  church  structure. 
With  the  staff  costs  of  a  pastor,  professor 
of  Bible  and  religion,  psychologist,  music 
and  drama  and  education  persons,  we 
are  talking  about  $110,000  to  $130,000  in 
salary  and  support  alone.  Moreover,  if 
two  or  three  of  these  happened  to  be 
ministers  in  full  connection,  we  are 
adding  a  high  percentage  of  “those 
salaries  for  retirement,  housing, 
insurance,  etc.  Furthermore,  under  our 
present  system,  the  payment  of  $120,000 
for  salaries  would  increase  our  con¬ 
nectional  apportionments  tremendously. 
If  you  include  all  the  other  items  which 
are  affected  by  a  local  church’s  financial 
strength,  providing  this  kind  of  program 
appears  to  be  out  of  the  question. 

Both  attitudinal  and  structural 
changes  will  be  required 

The  only  way  this  idea  will  ever  be 
possible  is  for  attitudinal  and  structural 
changes  to  take  place  in  our  church.  I 
know  this  strikes  at  the  very  heart  of  our 
connectional  system,  but  in  order  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  be  revived 
and  begin  addressing  herself  to  the  needs 
of  those  around  her,  some  major  surgery 
may  be  required.  I  believe  the  result  of 
this  kind  of  church  ministering  to  these 
kinds  of  needs  would  make  the  recovery 
period  less  painful  than  the  coming 
disease  indicated  by  the  present 
symptoms  and  trends. 

Look  around  you  and  imagine  what 
would  happen  in  your  local  church  and 
community  if  you  could  promise,  and 
provide  a  total  ministry  for  the  total 
person  (family)!  Is  this  not  what  the 
church  was  designed  and  created  to  do? 

Someday  this  type  of  ministry  will 
evolve  and  when  it  does,  I  want  to  be  a 
part  of  it. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  H.  W. 
Parker,  is  pastor  of  the  Spring  Glen  UMC 
in  Jacksonville,  Florida  (Florida  Annual 
Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  "Here  I  Stand," 
TM/UMR.  P.O  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


Cross  and  Flame 
Pendant — Stickpin 
Tie  Tac 
$9.95  postpaid 

Cross  Sterling  - 

Flam v  Copper 
Shown  actual  size.  Check 
or  money  order  to: 

Cross  and  Flame 
El  Prado.  N.M.  87529 


PRAYER  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

Compiled  by 
Lyman  Blanks 

A  book  of  prayers  for  people  of  all  ages 
Includes  the  prayers 

"GODS  COMFORT  IN  MY  SORROW" 

"GOD  ALWAYS  ANSWERS  PRAYER" 
"THANKING  GOD  FOR 
HIS  BLESSING  ON  YOU" 

"GOD  WILL  HELP  ME  TO  OVERCOME 
BAD  HABITS 

GOD  WILL  GUIDE  AND  PROTECT 
THOSE  I  LOVE" 

A  total  of  Forty  prayers  for  your  comfort 
Read  all  of  these  forty  beautiful  prayers  and 
reread  them  many  times  to  see  for  yourself 
how  very,  very  much  they  can  mean  lo  you. 
Send  check  or  money  order  for  $3,00 
plus  15t  slate  tax  to 
B  Publishing  Inc 

PO  Box  224324  Dallas,  Texas  75264 
Allow  3  weeks  lor  book  to  be  delivered 


Okay  guys,  our  next  play  is  ‘Daniel 


end  of  the  game  when  the  team  leaves 


Even  a  robot  needs  prompting  now  and  then,  so  Romar  the  robot  gets  his  next  cue 


New  children’s  curriculum  to  reflect  shifts 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  five-day  “Con¬ 
ference  on  Ministries  with  Children,’’ 
believed  to  be  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the 
history  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
was  held  last  month  in  Nashville. 
TM/UMR  Senior  Staff  Writer  Sharon 
Mielke  continues  her  reporting  of  that 
significant  meeting  (see  TM/UMR,  Aug. 
10)  with  three  articles  on  this  page. 


teaching. 

That  revival  is  needed  according  to 
research'  conducted  by  the  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee,  which  indicated 
that  teachers  of  children  spend  far  less 
time  preparing  than  do  teachers  of 
adults.  Children’s  teachers  average  an 
hour  while  adult  teachers  said  they  put  in 
three  hours  of  preparation  time. 


"It’s  very  important  that  teachers  also 
feel  comfortable  sharing  their  own  faith 
and  experience  as  well  as  rational 
knowledge.”  Ms.  Floyd  said.  “Our 
experiences  of  faith  with  God  are  really 
all  we  have  to  share.  Ideas  may  not  be 
grasped  fully  but  they  can  be 
experienced.  We  would  like  more  faith 
experiences  for  children.” 


AUGUST  24,  1979 


TIIE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


UMC  rethinks  child’s  role 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  -  The  big  differences 
will  be  in  emphasis  —  not  on  appearance 
—  as  a  new  children’s  church  school 
curriculum  series  is  readied  for  use  by 
United  Methodists  in  the  fall  of  1982. 

According  to  Pat  Floyd,  the  new  series 
will  reflect  the  “major  shift”  in  thinking 
about  children  as  a  part  of  the  church 
family  and  will  also  reflect  the 
breakaway  of  Christian  education  from 
merely  copying  public  education 
methods  and  narrow-age  level 
groupings.  A  staff  member  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship’s  curriculum  resources 
committee,  Ms.  Floyd  heads  a  manage¬ 
ment  team  for  planning  the  new 
curriculum. 

The  new  series  will  replace  two  current 
children’s  curriculum  series:  “The 
Christian  Studies”  series  and  “Exploring 
the  Bible”  series.  Ms.  Floyd  said  “we  are 
trying  to  put  more  in  one  package  and 
reach  a  wider  spectrum  of  the  church. 
We  believe  we  are  spread  too  thin  now 
and  can  do  a  better  job  if  we  focus  on  one 
series.”  She  said  the  hope  of  planners  is 
that  the  new  series  will  also  be  clearly 
helpful  for  ethnic  minority  local 
churches. 

Ticking  off  some  of  the  “differences” 
to  be  designed  in,  Ms.  Floyd  noted  the 
following: 

•  Promoting  the  concept  of  the  church 
as  ‘family’  with  pastors  and  congre¬ 
gations  urged  to  use  more  ways  to 
support  children; 

•  Stronger  biblically  —  with  more 
helps  for  children  in  using  the  Bible; 

•  Using  common  themes  across  all 
age-levels  in  the  church; 

•  Utilizing  the  Christian  year  more 
strongly; 

•  A  two-year  Old  and  New  Testament 
survey  for  grades  5-6  and/or  7-8; 

•  Encouraging  more  inclusion  of 
children  in  church  celebrations  and  in 
meaningful  service  projects  ; 

•  More  uniformity  in  appearance  and 
organization  of  the  teacher’s  books  — 
making  them  easier  to  use; 

•  Recognizing  genuine  time  limits  and 
the  high  turn-over  among  church  school 
teachers. 

Ms.  Floyd  said  one  advantage  in  using 
common  themes  for  all  age  levels  is  that 
.it  ipakes  it  pos^ibl^.for  pastors  to  preach 
on  the  theme  ^nd  to  help  more  with 
providing  biblical  and  theological  back¬ 
grounding. 

“Teachers  want  to  feel  comfortable 
with  their  biblical  and  theological 
knowledge.”  She  said  the  large  response 
to  the  conference  on  ministries  with 
children  held  here  last  month,  indicates 
that  there  is  a  revival  of  interest  in 
teacher  training  and  in  learning  about 


Church  better  viewed 
as  ‘family, 9  couple  says 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Helping  parents  to 
develop  a  Christian  family  and  local 
churches  to  grow  into  warmer,  inter- 
generational,  extended  “families”  are 
really  two  sides  of  the  same  calling  in  the 
eyes  of  two  New  Jersey  United 
Methodists  —  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  and 
Gwen  White  —  who  also  are  the  parents 
of  five  children. 

That  calling  is  the  New  Testament 
invitation  to  be  “good  stewards  of  the 
household  of  God,”  said  Bishop  White  of 
Princeton,  N.J.  (He  prefers  the  term 
“household  of  God”  to  “family”  because 
of  its  richer,  scriptural  meaning. ) 

But,  the  Whites  frankly  admit,  there 
are  still  very  few  “experts”  in  the  UMC 
who  boost  these  two  fledgling  ministries 
as  well  as  who  also  see  them  as  part-and- 
parcel  of  each  other. 

Illustrating  the  need,  Mrs.  White,  a 
leader  of  training  events  on  family 
concerns,  pointed  out  as  she  stood  next  to 
a  display  table  laden  with  books  and 
guides  to  popular  “parenting”  programs 
at  the  recent  conference  here  on 
ministries  with  children,  that  “there  still 
are  very  few  resources  for  parents  on 
faith  development.” 

Bishop  White,  who  is  also  a  member  of 
the  UMC’s  Family  Life  Committee,  said 
that  what  is  happening  to  the  family  in 
our  culture  has  an  impact  on  the  church 
which  needs  to  be  faced.  “This  is  the  first 
culture  in  history  to  isolate  children  from 
their  grandparents,”  he  said.  One  effect 
of  that  is  “churches  are  full  of  lonely 
grandparent  types”  and,  of  course,  full  of 
many  children  and  youth  who  rarely  see 
their  grandparents.  In  the  typical 
church,  there  is  little  “mutual  interac¬ 
tion”  between  these  generations  either. 

Usually,  the  generations  are  carefully 
separated  from  each  other  in  closely 
graded  church  school  classes  and  social 
groups. 

“The  church  itself  should  be  an 
extended  family  and  it  should  draw  these 
isolated  families  and  individuals  out  into 
the  larger  family  or  ‘household  of  God’,” 
the  bishop  believes.  “We’re  trying  to 
actualize  that  image  of  the  church  which 
draws  people  across  generations  for  faith¬ 
sharing  and  development.  ” 

The  Whites  explained  what  they 
believe  would  be  some  of  the  char¬ 
acteristics  of  such  a  church  in  a 
workshop  at  the  children’s  ministries 
conference: 

•  Worship  would  be  multi-generational 


with  children  and  youth  present  and  par¬ 
ticipating  as  much  as  possible; 

•  Opportunities  for  children,  youth  and 
adults  to  be  together  informally  would  be 
maximized.  “All  research  demonstrates 
that  faith  is  not  taught  but  caught,”  the 
Whites  said.  “Children  will  be  drawn  to  a 
vital  faith  if  they  see  it  modelled  by 
adults." 

•  “Cooperative”  community  in  which 
the  church  would  create  many 
cooperative,  self-help  and  community 
service  projects,  such  as  community 
gardens,  food  co-ops,  shared  equipment 
and  labor  co-ops,  “moving”  companies 
and  mutual  childcare  arrangements.  Not 
only  does  this  kind  of  effort  accomplish  a 
service  and  provide  fun  times  but  it 
provides  apprentice- type  learnings  for 
youth.  “Much  of  the  experience  of 
working  side-by-side  with  adults  is  lost  to 
our  youth  today,”  he  said. 

•  Education  events  would  be  intergen- 
erational  —  which  means  simply  an 
intentional  effort  to  be  inclusive  of  all  the 
generations  in  the  church. 

•  Family  clustering  opportunities 
would  be  offered.  “The  extended  family 
idea  can  work  for  us  as  long  as  we 
don’t  all  have  to  live  under  the  same 
roof!” 

“A  real  danger,  however,  is  that  the 
church  may  be  getting  over-saturated 
with  talk  about  intergenerational 
education  and  action  while  vital 
experiences  are  still  extremely  rare,” 
said  Mrs.  White.  “We  are  just  at  the 
infancy  stage  —  developing  the  methods 
and  tools.  We  have  to  do  a  lot  of  talking.” 

Another  area  that  has  been  talked 
about  a  lot  and  which  is  of  concern  to 
parents  is  human  sexuality.  Asked  if  the 
church  is  facing  up  to  this  issue,  Bishop 
White  commented  that  “the  UMC  has 
developed  resources  and  methods  in 
sexuality  which  are  being  utilized 
effectively  in  some  areas.  But  there  are 
vast  areas  of  the  UMC  where  people  are 
still  maintaining  a  conspiracy  of  silence 
about  human  sexuality. 

“The  incredible  thing  is  that  our 
culture  as  a-  whole  is  becoming 
compulsively  open  abput.  sex  in  an 
exploitative  way,  and  the  church  — 
which  has  a  range  of  experience  in 
disciplining  one’s  sexual  life  within  a  range 
of  Christian  values  —  is  finding  it 
difficult  to  raise  its  voice.  The  church 
appears  to  be  intimidated.  I  believe  the 
church  must  become  more  effective  in 
direct  witness  to  its  convictions  about 
sexuality,”  Bishop  White  said. 


West  Virginians  pedal  to  church  once  a  month  to  save  energy 


HURRICANE,  W.Va.  —  What  may  look  like  a  parade  on 
Sunday  morning  is  instead  members  of  Forrest  Burdette  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  here  biking  and  walking  to  church  to 
conserve  energy.  They  express  their  Christian  Steward¬ 
ship  to  save  fuel  in  this  manner  on  the  last  Sunday  of 
each  month,  according  to  an  article  by  Betsy  Cook  in  the 
Charleston  Gazette.  Several  members  are  on  their  bikes  in  the 
photo  above  with  the  Rev.  Bill  Deel  (center,  with  tie),  who  says 


Energy  Stewardship  Sunday  will  continue  as  long  as  the 
congregation  of  265  is  willing. 

“Where  hiking  and  biking  is  impractical,  such  as  for  the 
disabled  and  those  who  live  five  to  10  miles  away,  we  are 
urging  car  pools  to  be  formed.”  Mr.  Deel  said.  He  estimates 
that  his  congregation  normally  uses  about  100  cars  — 
averaging  five  miles  driving  distance  each  —  which  is  “a  lot  of 
energy  being  used."  charleston  gazette  photo  by  l.  pierce 


About  children  in  worship 

‘ We  start  with  wrong  question* 


New  children’s  TV  show  debuts  this  fall 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Asking  how  to  put 
some  little  things  into  adult  worship  for 
the  participation  of  children  is  starting 
with  the  wrong  question,  according  to  a 
United  Methodist  theologian  in  one  of  a 
new  series  of  pamphlets  on  worship  and 
the  arts. 

Dr.  William  H.  Willimon  of  Duke 
Divinity  School,  Durham,  N.C.  said  that 
starting  with  the  wrong  question  has  led 
local  churches  with  good  intentions  into 
doing  some  “bad  things”  —  such  as 
giving  children’s  sermons  and  holding 
children’s  church. 

The  worship  professor  said  that  church 
members  ask  for  these  features  for 
children  for  good  reasons:  they  know 
that  worship  ought  to  relate  to  children 
and  they  want  children  affirmed. 

“But  we  work  against  ourselves,”  he 
continued,  because  what  children’s 
sermons  tell  children  is  that  the  rest  of 
the  service  is  not  for  them.  It  says  to  the 
child  that  “we’re  going  to  have 
something  cute  for  you  and  then  you  go 
off  and  try  to  behave  yourself.” 

Even  worse,  he  said,  children  are 
sometimes  put  on  display  and  made  a 
spectacle  of  in  patronizing  and 
dehumanizing  ways. 

On  the  average,  he  said,  children’s 
sermons  say  some  of  the  “worst  things 
theologically,  are  often  trivial,  trite  and 
usually  not  even  biblical.” 

And  to  top  it  all  off,  they  are  often  done 
by  people  who  do  not  relate  well  with 
children,  he  said. 


6 The  Sunshine  Factory9 aims  at  Christian  values 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  David  Meece  surprised  his 
parents  when  he  began  reading  at  the 
age  of  four.  This  happy  development,  they 
discovered,  was  primarily  due  to  his 
absorption  in  the  “Sesame  Street” 
children’s  television  program. 

“Wouldn’t  it  be  beautiful  if  there  were 
a  show  like  that  where  kids  could  watch 
and  learn  ethical  lessons  —  almost 
without  knowing  it?”  David’s  father 
mused. 

David,  now  eight  years  old,  will  be  able 
to  watch  such  a  show  —  “The  Sunshine 
Factory”  —  when  it  begins  airing  this 
fall  on  a  television  station  here.  The  show 
is  the  result  of  his  father,  Michael  Meece, 
putting  his  musings  into  action  producing 
and  directing  a  series  of  13  half-hour 
episodes  based  on  Christian  themes.  The 
show  is  written  by  Terry  Zinn,  a  member 
and  teacher  at  the  May  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  Oklahoma  City. 

A  group  of  neighborhood  kids  stop 
at  P.J.’s  Fix-it  Shop  to  tell  the 
personable  young  man  about  an 
upcoming  party  to  which  "everyone  is 
invited  -  oh,  well,  except  Raymond. 
He’s  new.  ’’ 

“Sounds  to  me  like  you’ve  been 
drinking  perd  juice,”  P.  J.  tells  his 
young  friends.  “You  don’t  know  what 
perd  juice  is?  Well,  come  on  out  to  the 
factory,”  as  he  pulls  a  factory  whistle. 

The  features  of  the  individuals 
disappear  as  they  are  all  seemingly 
bathed  in  sunlight.  Suddenly,  they 
find  themselves  in  a  “factory”  which 
manufactures  sunshine  —  not  solar 
rays,  but  the  sunshine  of  people. 

“Perd  juice,”  they  find,  is  a  green 
juice  gurgling  in  the  pipes  of  the 
factory,  keeping  it  from  producing 
sunshine.  It  is  made  up  of  elements 
including  injustice  and  non- 
acceptance  and  is,  in  fact,  an  ana¬ 
gram  for  "prejudice,”  they  learn. 

The  cast  of  the  show  features  Mr. 
Meece,  a  former  speech  and  drama 
teacher  who  has  been  active  in  theatre, 
as  P.  J.,  who  runs  the  repair  shop.  A  well- 
intentioned  but  bumbling  robot  and  three 
large  puppets  are  also  cast  regulars. 

“It’s  the  real  kids  that  I  think  are  the 
strength  of  the  show,”  Mr.  Meece  said, 
referring  to  the  troupe  of  10  youngsters, 
grades  two  through  six,  who  stop  in 
regularly  at  the  Fix-it  Shop.  They  wind 
up  acting  as  assistants  in  the  “Sunshine 
Factory,”  where  they  may  work  out  their 


everyday  concerns. 

The  cast  was  selected  from  250 
youngsters  who  auditioned.  When  some 
were  called  back  for  final  auditions,  one 
of  their  tasks  was  to  tell  a  Bible  story  in 
an  unusual  setting,  such  as  that  of  a 
football  captain  relating  a  story  to  his 
team.  Some  stories  were  so  good  they 
were  incorporated  into  the  episodes,  Mr. 
Meece  said. 

“They  outweigh  us  by  50  pounds!” 
moans  one  member  of  the  young 
“Sunshine  Factory”  football  team  as 
the  group  meets  in  the  locker  room 
during  a  football  game  against  a 
much  larger  team. 


in  the  Lion’s  Den’,”  the  captain 
announces. 

"What?”  members  ask  as  they  look 
at  one  another. 

"You  remember  Daniel,”  the 
captain  says,  as  he  recounts  the  odds 
stacked  against  the  man  who  chose  to 
pray  in  spite  of  the  danger  facing  him 
if  caught,  which,  sure  enough,  turned 
out  to  be  facing  hungry  lions.  “Daniel 
had  faith  God  would  help  him  and  he 
did,"  the  captain  asserts,  as  the  team 
pauses  to  consider. 

“Will  God  protect  me  from  number 
55?”  one  youngster  wants  to  know* 
specifically.  He  has  his  answer  bv  the 


from  the  man  who  wrote  his  lines  —  Terry  Zinn,  a  member  and  teacher  at  Mav 
Avenue  UMC  in  Oklahoma  City,  scriptwriter  and  songwriter  for  a  new  children’s 
Christian  television  series,  "The  Sunshine  Factory." 


the  field  victorious  and  unscathed. 

Rather  than  marketing  the  series 
through  television  stations.  Mr.  Meece  is 
talking  with  individual  churches  who 
may  sponsor  it  on  a  local  station  (time  is 
provided  in  the  shows  for  brief  messages 
from  the  churches).  The  episodes  may 
also  be  used  in  classes,  camps,  hospitals 
and  for  other  purposes.  Churches  which 
obtain  the  video  tapes  have  exclusive 
rights  to  them  in  their  area  for  two  years, 
and  may  show  the  episodes  as  many 
times  as  they  wish,  he  said. 

He  explained  that  the  use  of  the  lively 
children’s  cast,  puppets,  robot,  songs, 
dance,  visual  effects  and  quick-changing 
segments  are  intended  to  get  —  and  hold 
—  the  attention  of  a  broad  age  range.  He 
said  an  advertising  agency’s  test 
analysis  of  the  series  showed  it  holds 
even  the  attention  of  preschoolers. 

Mr.  Meece  explained  the  approach  to 
the  series  is  a  result  of  a  “brain¬ 
storming"  group  which  included  church 
children’s  workers,  teachers,  child  psy¬ 
chologists  and  individuals  in  the  theatre, 
in  addition  to  Mr.  Meece  and  Mr.  Zinn. 

“The  great  thing  about  Terry  Zinn  is 
that  he  was  able  to  put  into  words  what 
the  brainstorming  group  said  would 
make  a  good  show,”  Mr.  Meece  said.  In 
addition  to  writing  scripts,  Mr.  Zinn 
wrote  some  lyrics  for  songs  when  none 
could  be  found  to  fit  certain  segments. 

“  ‘The  Sunshine  Factory’  is  a  fantasy¬ 
like  place.  You’re  never  quite  sure  if  it’s 
really  there  out  back  of  the  Fix-it  Shop  or 
if  it  is  just  a  state  of  mind,”  Mr.  Meece 
said.  “It’s  not  important  that  the  kids 
decide. 

“  ‘The  Sunshine  Factory’  really  exists 
in  each  one  of  us  as  a  state  of  mind.  We’re 
all  capable  of  —  and  need  to  create  —  a 
‘Sunshine  Factory’  where  we  can 
produce  positive  attitudes  for  living. 
Since  I’m  a  Christian,  my  positive 
attitudes  for  living  always  have  a 
Christian  foundation,"  he  said. 

“I  am  a  promise/I  am  a 
possibility /I  am  a  promise/With  a 
capital  “P"/I  can  be  anything/God 
wants  me  to  be.”  sings  one  of  the 
youngest  cast  members. 

“Fat?  Skinny?  Holes  in  your  tennis 
shoes?  It  doesn't  matter  —  you  can  be 
anything  God  wants  you  to  be,”  she 
assures  her  viewers. 

“I  am  a  promise/I  am  a  possibility 


Although  Dr.  Willimon  is  personally 
willing  to  write  them  off  completely,  he 
said  children’s  sermons  can  be  saved  if 
they  are  tied  to  the  rest  of  the  service.  He 
thinks  the  best  way  is  to  move  directly 
from  the  scripture  reading  into  a  talk 
with  children  which  is  introductory  to  the 
sermon.  Then,  as  the  children  move  to 
their  seats,  the  pastor  moves  to  the  pulpit 
to  preach. 

Starting  with  the  right  question,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  to  ask  “What  do  children 
bring  to  the  worship  service?"  Worship 
is  “more  than  something  for  everyone”; 
it  should  be  full  participation  for  all,  so 
persons  who  want  children  to  participate 
should  look  for  ways  children  can  be 
involved  during  the  entire  service. 

Dr.  Willimon  suggests  a  number  of 
ways  he  and  his  own  church  have 
pursued  the  goal  of  full  participation. 
Among  them:  litanies  and  prayers 
composed  in  church  school  classes. 


hymns  taught  the  congregation  by 
children,  ushering,  receiving  the 
offering,  reading  scriptures  and 
developing  proclamations  of  faith. 

In  order  to  move  a  congregation 
toward  welcoming  the  presence  of 
children,  Dr.  Willimon  recommends 
making  it  a  congregational  priority  while 
still  maintaining  a  sensitivity  to  adult 
needs. 

Called  “Keep  Them  in  Their  Place,” 
by  Dr.  Willimon,  the  paper  appears  in  the 
introductory  issue  of  “Worship  Alive.” 
The  series  of  leaflets  on  worship  and  the 
arts  replaces  the  former  “Music 
Ministry”  magazine,  according  to  Elise 
Shoemaker,  staff  member  in  the  section 
on  worship  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  here. 

Five  other  titles  are  available  in  the 
new  "Worship  Alive"  series  and  more 
will  be  issued  at  regular  intervals,  Ms. 
Shoemaker  said. 


‘Hurry  up,  wait,’  UMs  urged 
in  aiding  refugee  families 


By  CHARLEY  LERRIGO 
Interpretive  Services 

NEW  YORK  —  Changing  government 
priorities  in  resettlement  of  Indochinese 
refugees  are  making  it  necessary  for 
United  Methodist  congregations  to 
“hurry  up  and  wait”  in  their  decisions  to 
join  the  resettlement  effort. 

As  of  August  16,  there  are  97 
congregations  who  have  asked  for.  but 
not  yet  received,  their  refugee  families. 

“Those  churches  are  now  beginning  to 
say  to  us,  ‘You  urged  us  to  volunteer,  but 
we  haven’t  received  our  refugee 
family’,"  said  Lilia  Fernandez,  head  of 
the  refugee  resettlement  effort  for  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR).  “What  UMs  have  to  under¬ 
stand  is  the  way  refugees  are  brought 
into  this  country.” 

The  government  priority  at  the 
moment  is  to  bring  into  the  United  States 
Indochinese  refugees  who  already  have 
relatives  in  the  country,  she  explained 
What  this  means  is  that  the  newcomers 
must  go  to  cities  where  they  have 
relatives,  and  those  cities  are  not  always 
places  where  a  UM  congregation  has 
volunteered  to  help.  Or,  the  church  may 
have  agreed  to  resettle  a  four-person 
family,  and  the  need  is  for  resettlement 
of  an  eight-member  family. 

In  those  cases,  UMCOR  must  solicit 


the  help  of  a  congregation  —  and  on 
rather  short  notice.  “The  problem,”  Mrs. 
Fernandez  explained,  “is  that  we  don’t 
know  until  the  government  tells  us  where 
the  family  must  go,  and  once  it  gives  us 
the  name  of  a  family,  we  have  to  be  able 
to  move  on  the  case  within  a  week.”  If 
not,  the  family’s  name  may  be  given  to 
another  agency  for  resettlement. 

Most  churches  are  not  geared  up  to 
make  such  quick  decisions,  so  the  need  is 
for  churches  to  begin  their  decision¬ 
making  process  now,  so  when  the  case  is 
available,  action  can  be  immediate. 
“Because  of  the  government  priorities,” 
Mrs.  Fernandez  said,  “it  means  that 
churches  who  want  to  help  need  to  hurry 
up  and  wait.  We  know  that’s  difficult  for 
a  congregation,  but  we’re  moving  as  fast 
as  we  can.” 

The  fact  that  there  are  97  congre¬ 
gations  waiting  for  refugee  families  may 
not  seem  like  such  a  great  number  when 
the  influx  of  Indochinese  comes  this 
fall,  the  UMCOR  executive  warned.  'Hie 
need  for  UM  congregations  to  volunteer 
their  help  is  greater  than  ever,  and  will 
increase  this  October,  when  the 
government  will  begin  admitting  double 
the  number  of  Indochinese  refugees. 

UMCOR  has,  in  the  first  six  months  of 
1979,  helped  resettle  625  Indochinese 
refugees. 


Missing  something? 


You  are,  if  your  congregation 
isn’t  receiving  a  TM/UMR  local 
church  edition  each  week 

^  our  congregation  can  have  a  simple  to  prepare,  professionally  produced, 
reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own  church's  news  on  the 
front  page  and  TM/l’MR's  complete  religious  news  coverage  on  the  inside 
pages. 


Find  out  more: 


Write:  William  U.  Strickland 
P.O.  Box  221076  Dept.  N. 
Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Or  call:  1 214 )  630-6495 
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UMC  turns  down  new 
joint  campus  agency 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  A  new  interdenomi¬ 
national  agency  which  merges  campus 
ministry  and  public  education  efforts  has 
received  the  support  of  seven  Protestant 
denomina  Lions  —  but  not  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

United  Methodists  who  worked  with 
the  agency’s  predecessor  groups  have 
declined  to  endorse  the  new  organization, 
although  “the  way  is  open”  for  the  UMC 
to  cooperate  in  some  projects  with  the 
new  group,  according  to  the  Rev.  James 
Barrett,  associate  general  secretary  for 
the  UM  Division  of  Higher  Education. 

The  merged  agency  —  called  the 
United  Ministries  in  Education  — 
combines  the  former  United  Ministries  in 
Higher  Education  (in  which  the  UM 
Division  of  Higher  Education  partici¬ 
pated)  and  the  Ministries  in  Public 
Education  (which  received  support  from 
the  UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries ) . 

Mr.  Barrett  stressed  that  the  church’s 
higher  education  division  will  continue 
its  ecumenical  ministry  efforts  and  may 
cooperate  with  United  Ministries  in 
Education  projects  which  deal  specif¬ 
ically  with  higher  education.  The  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  could  possibly  choose 
to  cooperate  in  projects  dealing  with 
public  education,  he  said,  although  it 
has  also  declined  to  endorse  the  new 
group. 

Mr.  Barrett  said  the  UM  Division  of 
Higher  Education  could  not  endorse  the 
new  agency  for  several  reasons : 

•  In  dealing  with  public  education,  the 
Division  of  Higher  Education  would  go 
beyond  its  scope  of  authority  as  outlined 
intheUM  “Book  of  Discipline.” 

•  The  formation  of  an  “umbrella 
agency”  covering  the  two  efforts  departs 
from  the  specific  higher  education 
efforts  of  the  predecessor  agency  the 
division  supported. 

•  The  new  administration  and  organi¬ 
zation  is  “based  on  language  the  division 
is  unable  to  accept.” 

•  The  new  agency  dictates  an  “inap¬ 
propriate  separation”  between  the 
United  Ministries  in  Education  and  the 
UM  annual  conferences  supporting 
campus  ministries. 

•  Approximately  one-half  of  the  UM 
campus  ministries  are  not  ecumenical 
efforts,  so  the  division  could  not  pledge 
total  commitment  of  its  staff  and 
resources  to  the  new  organization,  as 
was  requested  of  participating  denomi¬ 
nations. 


Classified 

RATE:~55  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $13.75  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

OBERAMMERGAU  and  Holy  Land  tour.  September 
1980  Free  brochure.  Dr  Ira  B  Altai,  tour  guide, 
thirty  years  travel  experience.  1015  W.  Cedar  Ave., 
Redlands.  CA  92373 

RETIRED?  Unique  Village  —  live  independently, 
inexpensively,  ranch  house.  Life  lease  $7,500  or  $75 
month,  plus  improvement  charge?  modest  monthly 
fees  Apartments,  too.  National  Church  Residences, 
Waverly.  Ohio.  45690 

PASSION  PLAY  —  Visit  Oberammergau.  Germany 

in  June.  1980  to  see  the  world  famous  passion  play 
Tour  consists  of  17  days  and  6  major  European  cities 
plus  Oberammeragau  located  in  the  beautiful 
Bavarian  Alps  Tour  is  first  class  with  arrangements 
handled  by  Hulda  Warren  Travel  Agency.  Only  30 
spaces  available  and  commitment  must  be  made  by 
September,  1979.  Don't  miss  this  once  in  a  life  time 
opportunity  —  Call  Now!!!  Days  ( 214 >  742-5858. 
Metro  263-7124.  Nights  and  week-ends  (2141  341-2578. 
Tommv  DeGaugh.  1905  Commerce.  Dallas  TX  75201 

DEAF  TOUR  of  Israel  (10  days)  Special  tour  for 
deaf  who  know  sign  language.  November  5-14 
Certified  interpreters.  Write:  UMC  Box  263.  Butler. 
MO  64730 

ALBUQUERQUE’S  FIRST  United  Methodist  Church 
(1,600  members)  seeks  enthusiastic,  creative  person 
to  stimulate  and  expand  Christian  Education  and 
organize  programs  designed  to  enrich  life  and 
management  skills  If  interested  contact  Rev 
Leonard  Gillingham  for  job  description.  P.O.  Box 
1638.  Albuquerque.  New  Mexico  87103  (  505  )  243-5646 

8-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  -  January  I960. 
Christian  Group  Forming  Now  Hosts  needed 
WOMITO,  P.O  Box  660515.  Miami  Springs.  Fla. 
33166.  i 

SEPTEMBER  18  18-DAY  MIDDLE  EAST  including 

Baghdad.  Damascus.  Jordan.  Israel,  and  Athens' 
October  1-8  12th  Pentecostal  World  Conference 
November  19  11-Day  Damascus/Jordan/lsrael  with 
Athens  11-Day  Holy  Land  and  8-Day  Holy  Land 
various  departures  Contact:  World  Wide  Christian 
Tours.  P.O.  Box  506,  Elizabethtown.  Ky.  42701.  '502) 
769-5900 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You  ’ 
or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord."  16  cents;  100,  $15.00, 
bronze  cross.  $1.50;  poems.  "Cross  in  my  Pocket.”  2 
cents  Plus  postage.  Crosses  —  2,  1313  Falls  Church. 
Raleigh.  N.C  27809 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 
with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  901  Clay  St..  Houston.  Tex.  77002. 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collections,  accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  ana  negotiate  any 
collection  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  1181. 
Corpus  Christi.  Tex.  78403.  [ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHOIR  and  youth  program,  lull¬ 
time  $9,000.  part-time,  negotiable  FUMC.  P  O  Box 
99.  Rusk,  TX  75785  (  214  )  683-4675  ! 

MARYVILLE,  TENNESSEE:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  membership  1250,  seeking  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Community  of  Approximately  30,000 
population  near  Great  Smoky  Mountain  National 
Park,  south  of  Knoxville  sixteen  miles.  Duties  to 
include  administration  and  supervision  of  church, 
to  initiate  additional  educational  opportunities  for  all 
ages,  to  act  as  resource  person  for  educational 
programs,  to  provide  teacher  and  leadership  train¬ 
ing,  with  special  emphasis  on  youth  ministry  Five 
years  experience  preferred  Salary  negotiable  Con¬ 
tact  Dr  Robert  P  Knoll,  c/o  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O  Box  473.  804  Montvale  Station  Rd., 
Maryville.  TN  37801 

EXCELLENT  OPPORTUNITY  To  complete  our 
staff,  we  need  a  Music-Youth  Director  (Music  — 
children  and  youth  only)  Salary  negotiable,  1400 
members,  growing  community,  excellent  facilities 
Exciting  ministries  for  the  right  person  Contact 
now  First  UMC.  Sulphur  Springs.  TX  75482  Phone 
(214  )  885-2185  Pastor.  G  L.  Day 

BIBLE  LANDS  TOUR  -  Israel.  Egypt,  Jordan  plus 
a  day  &  night  in  London  —  11  days  from  Nov  27th  to 
Dec  7th.  $1299  from  D-FW.  Ministers  and 
professional  escorts  Brochure  free  from  Tour  Host, 
Mark  Johnson.  5005  Crown  Rd  .  Ft  Worth.  761 14  J 

AVAILABLE  in  the  Metroplex,  Church  Business 
Administrator  and/or  Director  of  Evangelism 
Dedicated  layman  ready  to  work  for  your  church 
TM/UMR.  Box  221076-CBA,  Dallas.  TX  75222 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR  for  Ouster  (fourteen 
rural,  black  United  Methodist  Churches  on  Upper 
Eastern  Shore)  Send  resume  to;  Rev  H  R  Boney. 
Rt.  1,  Box  230.  Rock  Hall.  MD  21661  B  A  with  1  yr 
expenence  and/or  M.A 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  wanted  -  Salary 
negotiable  Position  now  available  —  Crest  view  Unit 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1300  Morrow.  Austin.  TX  78757 
(512)451-1741. 

Churches  supporting  the  new  agency 
are  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.S. A.,  the  American  Baptist 
Church,  the  Moravian  Church,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.,  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  and  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

UMgroup 
takes  stand 
on  Zimbabwe 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  (RNS)  -  The 
government  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia 
“cannot  survive  politically  without 
perpetuating  the  racist  structures  of 
oppression,”  say  co-religionists  in  the 
United  States  of  the  country’s  new  prime 
minister,  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa. 

A  statement  expressing  that  opinion 
was  adopted  by  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action  at  the  group’s  annual 
meeting  here.  The  72-year-old 
organization  has  no  official  church 
status. 

United  Methodists  recently  have 
differed  sharply  on  whether  the  United 
States  should  lift  economic  sanctions 
against  Bishop  Muzorewa ’s  government, 
a  situation  alluded  to  in  the  federation’s 
statement. 

While  expressing  respect  for  Prime 
Minister  Muzorewa  as  a  UM  bishop,  the 
statement  said  that  “in  his  current  role 
as  political  leader  we  are  convinced  he 
has  fallen  into  a  trap  and  has  made 
mistaken  political  judgments  which  ally 
him  and  his  supporters  with  those  who 
would  perpetuate  white  privilege  and 
foreign  economic  interests  in  southern 
Africa.” 

The  UM  group  meanwhile  praised  the 
$85,000  grant  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Program  to  Combat  Racism 
to  the  Patriotic  Front,  and  the  $4,000 
grant  by  the  UM  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  one  faction  of  the  Patriotic 
Front. 

In  other  actions  addressed  to  the  1980 
General  Conference,  the  group  urged  the 
denomination  to: 

•  Define  “wholistic  evangelism”  to 
include  converting  social  structures  to 
justice  and  service; 

•  Avoid  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation  against  a  person 
seeking  ordination  or  appointment; 

•  Reinstate  a  basic  salary  plan  option 
for  clergy ; 

•  Endorse  the  Nestle  boycott ; 

•  Urge  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  to  provide  technical  assistance 
to  enable  conferences  and  churches  to 
print  their  own  newspapers  to  replace 
editions  of  the  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter  chain. 

Books  give 
testimonies 
of  two  lives 

“Harold  E.  Hughes,  the  Man  from  Ida 
Grove”  by  Harold  E.  Hughes,  Chosen 
Books.  1979,  436  pp.,  $10.95. 

“I  Dared  to  Call  Him  Father”  by 
Bilquis  Sheikh.  Chosen  Books.  1978,  173 
pp..  $7.95 

By  JO  KIMMEL  CHESNUTT 

Both  books,  co-authored  by  Richard  H. 
Schneider,  are  profoundly  moving  auto¬ 
biographies  which  testify  that  one  can 
know  God  through  Jesus  Christ  in  a 
personal  way,  receive  power  to 
overcome  difficulties  in  daily  life  and 
live  triumphantly. 

The  Hughes  book  takes  the  reader  deep 
into  the  life  of  a  man  who  is  .unafraid  to 
share  his  past  with  its  pain  and  shame, 
its  joy  and  glory. 

Mr.  Hughes  has  been  a  farm  boy,  a 
soldier,  an  alcoholic,  a  truck  driver,  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  Commerce 
Commission,  a  governor  of  Iowa,  a  U.  S. 
Senator,  a  candidate  for  President  of  the 
United  States  and  is  a  committed 
Christian  and  United  Methodist. 

He  reveals  the  presence  and  power  of 
God  in  his  life  in  down-to-earth  ways, 
showing  how  His  strength  has  helped  him 
face  many  diverse  and  emotional 
situations  such  as  the  death  of  a  beloved 
daughter,  the  acceptance  as  a  brother-in- 
Christ  of  Charles  Colson,  Nixon’s  so- 
called  “hatchetman,"  and  the 
renunciation  of  a  promising  political 
career. 

The  book  is  rich  in  human  and  divine 
experiences. 

Bilquis  Sheikh  shares  an  incredible 
journey  of  God’s  leading  in  her  book, 
also.  A  former  high-born  Muslim  woman 
of  Pakistan  whose  husband  left  her,  she 
had  retired  to  her  family  estate  where 
she  started  to  read  the  Koran  which 
refers  to  Jesus  Christ.  She  began  to 
hunger  to  know  more  about  him  and 
studied  the  Bible.  Her  story  details  the 
swiftly  moving  events  which  led  to  her 
conversion  and  baptism  and  the  childlike 
simplicity  she  has  found  in  seeking  God’s 
guidance  and  then  following  it  when  it 
becomes  known. 

Ostracized  by  family  and  friends,  her 
life  endangered  and  with  no  one  to  rely  on 
but  God,  this  courageous  woman  left 
Pakistan  and  now  lives  in  America.  She 
is  an  outstanding  witness  to  the  power  of 
God  in  the  individual  life. 

Chosen  Books  has  chosen  well  in 
presenting  these  two  books  to  the  world 
for  they  proclaim  the  Good  News  of  Jesus 
Christ  at  work  in  the  present  day. 

Ms  Chesnutt,  an  author  and  spiritual 
encounter  leader,  lives  in  Dallas. 
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UM  Bicentennial  goal 
set  at  $1  per  member 


Gasoline  pump  evangelist 

STATEN  ISLAND,  N.Y.  —  Howard  Baker  may  well  go  down  in  the  history  of  the 
gasoline  crisis  (at  least,  around  here)  as  one  who  saw  an  opportunity  and  made  the 
most  of  it.  The  licensed  lay  preacher  with  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tottenville  and  a  missionary  with  the  New  York  Bible  Society  International,  recently 
got  stuck  in  his  car  one-half  a  mile  from  the  gas  pumps  with  another  half  mile  of  cars 
stretched  out  behind  him. 

Digging  into  his  supply  of  Bible  and  Gospel  tracts,  he  proceeded  down  the  line 
saying,  "Good  morning.  Gas  is  on  the  way.  While  you  wait,  you  may  want  to  look  at 
this.”  And  he  handed  each  one  some  of  his  materials,  according  to  an  article  in  the 
New  York  conference  edition  of  TM/UMR.  staten  island  advance  photo 

Churches  share  building 
but  not  their  members 


DETROIT  (UMC)  —  A  statement  of 
purpose  for  the  Bicentennial  of  American 
Methodism  which  would  call  United 
Methodists  to  “persist  in  the  traditional 
Wesleyan  emphasis  upon  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  personal  righteousness,  social 
justice  and  peace”  was  approved  here 
Aug.  3. 

A  part  of  the  statement  would  ask 
every  United  Methodist  to  give  at  least  $1 
annually  for  four  years  for  the 
“organizing  of  new  congregations  and 
the  renewal  of  existing  congregations.” 
The  offerings  start  in  1983  and  continue 
through  1986,  thus  spanning  two  years  in 
each  quadrennium. 

The  freewill  offerings  for  starting  new 
churches  and  renewing  existing  ones 
could  reach  a  total  of  about  $38.8  million 
if  every  UM  gave  the  suggested  $1 
annually  for  four  years. 

The  bicentennial  observance  will  mark 
the  anniversary  of  organized  Methodism 
in  the  U.S.  —  the  Christmas  Conference 
of  1784. 

The  planning  committee  completed  its 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

MANKATO,  Minn.  —  When  is  a  merger 
not  a  merger?  When  three  churches  join 
together  to  share  a  building,  but  keep 
their  separate  congregational  identities. 

The  Multi -Church  Center  in  downtown 
Mankato  opened  in  September  1976  when 
Centenary  United  Methodist,  First 
Baptist  and  First  Congregational 
Churches  pooled  their  resources  and 
built  one  new  building  for  the  three 
congregations.  This  unique  venture  in 
ecumenicity,  energy  conservation  and 
thriftiness  solved  a  common  problem  of 
all  three  churches  —  they  all  needed  new 
buildings. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  building 
committee  chairperson  of  Centenary 
UMC,  Elmer  A.  Fritts,  dialogue  between 
the  churches  began  in  1973,  as  Centenary 
UM  members  were  exploring  what  to  do 
about  their  building.  Subsequently,  the 
Baptist  Extension  Corporation  was  hired 
as  the  consulting  firm  and  later  pub¬ 
lished  a  booklet  on  the  venture.  (It  is 
available  from  Religious  Publishing  Co., 
198  Allendale  Rd.,  King  of  Prussia,  Pa. 
19406.) 

Each  church  holds  shares  in  the  multi- 
church  corporation  depending  on  their 
membership  size.  Today,  the  UMs  hold 
75  percent,  the  Baptists  12.7  percent  and 
the  Congregationalists  12.3  percent. 

All  three  congregations  hold  separate 
worship  services,  have  separate 
organizations,  but  join  together  for 
special  programs.  They  also  have  a  joint 
church  school  and  youth  programs.  “It’s 
no  different  than  any  large  church,”  said 
Mr.  Fritts,  trustee  chairperson  of 
Centenary  UMC,  and  treasurer  of  the 
Multi-Church  Center’s  board  of  directors. 

The  new  multi-church  was  built  on  the 
site  of  the  old  Centenary  church.  The 
sanctuary  was  torn  down  but  the 
educational  building  was  retained.  A 
large  sanctuary  and  a  small  sanctuary 
house  the  four  worship  services  held 
each  Sunday  during  the  winter.  The 
UMC,  which  has  a  membership  of  more 
than  1,000,  holds  services  at  9:30  and 
11:00  a. m.  in  the  large  sanctuary.  They 
only  have  one  service  in  the  summer. 
The  Baptists  meet  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the 
smaller  sanctuary,  followed  by  the 
Congregationalists  at  11 :00  a.m. 

Church  school  is  held  during  both 
worship  hours,  and  administered  by  a 
committee  of  persons  from  all  three 
congregations,  who  also  choose  the 
curriculum. 

The  center  was  formed  mainly  for 
business  purposes,  said  Mr.  Fritts,  and 
so  far  the  venture  has  paid  off.  Total 
indebtedness  on  the  building,  which  cost 
$920,000,  is  $65,000. 

The  congregations  have  been 
“overwhelmingly  supportive,”  said  the. 
Rev.  William  Kvale,  pastor  of  Centenary 
UMC.  Though  they  spend  many  hours 
working  out  schedules,  the  arrangement 
is  working  out  fine,  he  said.  “It’s 
structured  for  flexibility  —  we  work 

Retired  bishop 
dies  at  89 

GROTON.  Conn.  (UMC)  -  Retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Frederick 
Buckley  Newell,  89,  former  episcopal 
leader  of  the  New  York  and  Pittsburgh 
areas  of  the  denomination,  died  here 
Aug.  12. 

Bishop  Newell,  a  graduate  of  Wesleyan 
University.  Columbia  University  and 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  was 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1952  and 
assigned  to  the  New  York  Area  where  he 
served  until  his  retirement  in  1960. 

From  1965  to  1968  he  was  resident 
bishop  of  the  Pittsburgh  Area,  filling  the 
vacancy  created  by  the  death  of  Bishop 
C.  Vernon  Middleton. 

Correction 

The  projected  annual  goal  for  the 
Youth  Service  Fund  for  the  the  next  two 
years  was  erroneously  reported  last 
week  as  $510,000.  This  figure  was  based 
on  the  initial  recommended  goal  of  60 
cents  per  United  Methodist  youth  per 
year.  With  the  amendment  of  that 
resolution,  raising  the  goal  to  $1  per 
youth  per  year,  the  goal  was  raised  to 
$852,000.  Of  that  amount.  70  percent  stays 
in  annual  conferences,  and  30  percent  is 
given  to  the  national  Youth  Service 
Fund. 


together  when  we  need  to,  and  work 
separately  when  necessary.” 

The  ecumenicity  displayed  by  the 
Multi-Church  Center  has  seemed  to 
influence  the  community,  said  Mr. 
Kvale.  “People  have  learned  that  they 
can  live  together  if  they  really  want  to,” 
he  said. 


two-year  assignment  and  is  not  expected 
to  meet  again.  It  authorized  a  small 
committee  including  its  officers  to  work 
with  a  writer  to  put  in  final  form  the 
report  to  its  parent  bodies,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries.  The  report  will  be  presented 
to  the  two  councils’  meetings  in 
November  and,  with  any  changes,  will  be 
sent  on  to  the  1980  General  Conference 
for  final  action. 

The  statement  of  purpose  was  adopted 
to  become  what  was  called  a 
“synthesizing  statement”  which  will 
complement  previously  adopted 
bicentennial  proposals  such  as  theme, 
objectives,  statements  including  a 
“missional  task”  and  other  plans. 

The  purpose  statement  asks  for  a 
“concerted,  systematic  ingathering  of 
freewill  offerings  (that)  will  give 
substance  to  our  200-year  celebration.”  It 
declares  that  “in  this  time,”  God’s  love 
“requires  us  to  seek  both  the  responsible 
growth  of  the  church  and  the  persistence 
of  efforts  for  justice  and  peace.  ” 


Query  on  God  gets  no  reply 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Daniel 
Hayford  of  Saltpond,  Ghana,  wants  to 
learn  about  God. 

So  he  wrote  to  the  U.S.  Government. 

The  request  wended  its  way  through 
the  bureaucracy  to  the  desk  of  Kathy 
Brown,  who  labors  for  the  Consumer 
Information  Center  of  the  General 
Services  Administration,  a  kind  of 
government  conglomerate  that 
handles  all  sorts  of  things. 

But  one  thing  it  doesn’t  handle  is 


requests  about  God. 

“I  hated  to  just  toss  it,”  the 
conscientious  Miss  Brown  told 
Religious  News  Service. 

Mr.  Hayford  writes  that  he  is  “of  an 
elementary  school  in  Ghana,”  and 
that  he  has  read  “that  without  God 
nothing  else  is  possible.  I  will  be 
grateful  if  you  will  help  me  study 
more  about  God  by  sending  me  books 
of  Our  Lord.” 

Mr.  Hayford’s  address  is  P.  O.  Box 
214,  Saltpond,  Ghana,  Africa. _ 


Y^UNG  W 


RITERS 


Editor's  Note:  Earlier  this  summer, 
TM/UMR  invited  young  writers  to 
contribute  articles  for  publication.  This 
group  of  essays  was  selected  from 
numerous  entries.  They  are  by  Nancy 
Walker,  11,  Federalsburg,  Maryland ; 
Cynthia  Clayton,  12.  Hondo,  Texas;  and, 
William  Kuschel,  15,  Cumberland, 
Maryland. 

Life  as  a 

minister’s  daughter 

By  CYNTHIA  CLAYTON 

Have  you  ever  wondered  what  it’s  like 
to  be  the  daughter  of  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  live  in  a  country  town? 

My  dad  is  a  United  Methodist  minister 
in  Hondo,  Texas,  at  the  First  UMC. 
Hondo  is  a  farming  and  ranching  town, 
and  it  is  also  the  countyseat  of  Medina 
County.  We  live  in  the  church  parsonage 
located  right  next  to  the  church.  Life  as  a 
minister’s  daughter  cannot  always  be 
easy,  but  most  of  the  time  it  is  fun. 

I  like  being  a  minister’s  daughter 
because  people  give  my  family  and  me 
things  such  as  fresh  field  com,  fresh 
tomatoes,  homemade  bread,  jelly,  cakes 
and  venison.  I  also  like  it  because  people 
know  me  and  always  say  “Hi!”  and  it’s 
nice  to  know  that  someone  likes  you. 
Having  a  minister  as  a  father  helps  me  in 
religious  matters  especially.  Usually  I 
know  a  little  bit  more  about  the  Bible  and 
the  Christian  faith  because  I’ve  been 
brought  up  on  it. 

One  of  the  church  members  lives  near 
us.  We  call  her  “Granny”  Ulbrich  and 
she  is  in  her  80s.  She  always  gives  us 
treats  like  ice-cream,  cake  and 
homemade  jelly.  She  also  makes  us 
beautiful  pillows,  and  we  all  love  her 
very  much. 

Another  reason  being  a  minister’s 
daughter  in  Hondo  is  fun  is  that  we  go 
swimming  at  people’s  ranches  in  the 
river.  We  get  to  go  to  Bar-B-Ques,  and  I 
also  get  to  ride  horses  at  the  ranches. 

Life  isn’t  always  nice  though. 
Sometimes  my  family  and  I  will  be 
starting  off  to  go  some  place,  and 
someone  stops  by  and  delays  us.  Other 


times  we  will  be  on  vacation,  and 
someone  will  die,  and  we  have  to  go  home 
so  my  dad  can  be  with  the  family  and 
perform  the  funeral.  Also,  I  have  to 
always  be  on  my  best  behavior.  It  isn’t  so 
hard  because  after  a  while  you  get  used 
to  it.  My  mom  gets  mad,  though,  when  my 
brothers  and  I  have  a  fight  at  church  or 
call  each  other  bad  names. 

All  in  all,  being  a  minister’s  daughter 
isn’t  so  bad,  and  I  enjoy  it  very  much, 
especially  when  we  can  live  in  a  nice 
town  like  Hondo  and  have  a  dad  like 
mine. 

Futile  death 

By  WILLIAM  J.  KUSCHEL 

One  night  I  was  dreaming  about  war.  A 
dream  —  it  was  a  nightmare!  I  thought 
that  I  was  on  the  front  line  in  the  middle 
of  a  full-scale  battle  running  to  the 
bunkers.  Shells  were  exploding  like  a 
fountain  of  flying  embers  bursting  apart. 
Mutilated  bodies  were  lying  on  the 
ground  everywhere  in  pools  of  red  blood. 
Arms  and  legs  had  been  dismembered  by 
flying  shrapnel. 

I  wondered  as  I  retreated  into  the 
jungle,  running  along  the  path,  whether 
my  doom  would  come  quickly  by  the 
rapid  fire  of  a  machine  gun,  or  from  the 
bite  of  a  poisonous  viper,  or  by  falling 
into  a  pit  of  needle-sharp  spikes?  Or  would 
it  come  slowly  and  painfully  —  possibly 
being  bitten  by  flies  or  sucked  dry  by 
leeches?  Or  maybe  from  being  eaten 
little  by  little  by  maggots  or  would  I  sink 
slowly  and  helplessly  into  a  bed  of 
quicksand? 

Filled  with  such  horrible  thoughts,  I 
suddenly  awoke.  As  I  sat  up  in  bed,  I 
remembered  that  a  few  days  ago  there 
had  been  a  heated  discussion  about  war 
in  my  church  school  class. 

I  recalled  that  the  subject  of  our  lesson 
was  “Greed.”  This  led  into  a  discussion 
on  the  greed  of  the  oil  companies,  and 
how  such  greed  in  all  of  business 
eventually  develops  into  a  full-scale  war. 
Some  of  the  “kids”  began  to  joke  about 
war,  but  I  told  them  that  I  would  have  to 
be  a  conscientious  objector,  since  war  is 
against  Christian  ethics. 


Later  on  I  thought  to  myself,  “What  is 
war?”  The  dictionary  says  that  war  is 
“the  state  of  open  and  declared,  armed 
and  hostile  conflict  between  states  or 
nations.”  Then  thinking  about  this,  I 
realized  that  war  certainly  is  hell!  I 
thought  about  how  ignorant  man  is  to 
become  involved  in  such  childish, 
mundane  matters. 

I  suppose  Christ  watching  from  above 
smiles  pityingly  upon  the  ignorance  of 
humanity  while  saying  and  asking,  “I 
wonder,  is  there  any  hope  for  man,  who 
insists  upon  walking  through  life  with  his 
head  bent  downward  —  always  looking  at 
the  dust?” 


Joy  work 


By  NANCY  WALKER 

Have  you  ever  seen  the  joy  on  a  child’s 
face  when  they  open  a  toy  on  Christmas 
morning?  You  probably  liave.  But  you 
probably  haven’t  seen  a  child  with 
nothing  on  Christmas  morning.  Well, 
thank  heavens  in  Kentucky  that  isn’t 
happening  anymore.  Because  now  Red 
Bird  Missionary  Conference  is  keeping 
that  from  happening. 

My  name  is  Nancy  Marie,  and  I’m  11 
years  old.  I  have  been  to  Red  Bird.  If  you 
have  never  been  there  before  you  are 
missing  a  lot  of  Christian  fellowship.  This 
year  10  people  from  the  Easton  District 
went  on  a  workcamp  with  my  Dad.  Four 
other  people  are  going  just  to  deliver 
clothes  and  school  bags  filled  with 
tablets,  pencils,  blunt  scissors  and 
crayons. 

They  have  at  the  main  office  of  Red 
Bird  a  hospital,  a  dentist,  a  clothing 
store,  restaurant,  laundromat  and  a 
craft  store  with  home-made  items  for 
sale.  With  help  from  your  and  my  church 
we  can  all  help  with  work  camps,  money, 
clothes  and  toys. 

I  went  last  year.  I  was  only  10  then,  but 
I  worked  sorting  books,  pasting  card 
pockets  in  back  of  books  and  putting  the 
books  on  the  shelves  in  a  retired  book 
mobile  on  rocks.  I  did  this  at  Jack’s 
Creek  Elementary  School. 

If  I  can  help  in  the  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference,  you  can  too. 


NEW!  FOR  LEADERS  OF  CHILDREN 


Weekday  Ministries  Resource  Book 

Here  is  the  perfect  book  for  churches  planning  or  already  participat¬ 
ing  in  weekday  ministries  with  young  children.  Whether  you  have  a 
nursery  school,  weekday  kindergarten,  day  care  or  Mother’s  Day  Out 
program,  or  you  are  simply  looking  for  new  resources  for  your  church 
school  teacher,  this  book  will  be  of  great  use.  Written  by  Gloria 
Thomas,  who  has  25  years  of  cx|>cricncc  as  a  specialist  in  the  church’s 
ministry  to  children,  the  Weekday  Ministries  Resource  Hook 
includes  an  administrator’s  guide,  enrichment  articles  for  teachers, 
and  over  1(X)  pages  of  teaching  ideas. 


Cokeshury ; 


ORDER  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA 


SHOP  IN  PERSON  AT  THESE  BOOKSTORES 

Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Bi'Tinghaoi  .  Chft'lotie  •  Cincinnati « 
ColumDia  •  Dallas  > 2  Sloresi  •  Dayton  •  Don/or  •  On-.  Mom 
Einthu'st  •  Haoi*.bu"i  •  Houston*  Indianapolis  •  Jacksonville 
los  Anqeies  •  Mcmph  •  N.ishviiu?  ■?  Stoics i  •  Nonn  Cantor 
PniMOOIpnia  •  PiltsDo'ijM  •  R.iif"|ii  •  Ric""iond  •  San  ri, Tiic.ro 
P-311-INB 


•  Kansas  C*ty 

•  Park  Riilqo 
Toani'Ck  •  Tulsa 


Weekday  Ministries  Resource  Hook — 
So  teacher  should  be  without  it! 

Please  send  me _ copies  o(  me  Weekday  Ministries 

Resource  Book  (Order  No  6564)  id,  4.95  per  copy 


City _  State _  Zip 

C  Payment  Enclosed  □  Open  an  Account 
□  Charge  My  Cokesbury  Account  No 


^  387.6763 
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Work  Camp 


The  Conference  Office  is  almost  in 
order.  In  fact,  only  the  Resource  Library 
remains  out  of  service  at  this  moment, 
and  we  are  trying  to  get  that  going  as 
soon  as  we  are  able. 

Having  all  of  the  offices  together  is 
going  to  be  very  helpful  in  many  ways. 
Those  of  us  who  are  working  at  it  believe 
that  we  will  discover  even  more 
advantages  in  the  months  to  come.  There 
will  be  better  coordination,  more  central 

Jimmie  Caraway 


Mrs.  Cathy  Fuller  is  a  major  reason 
that  Jimmie  Caraway  can  do  all  four  or 
five  of  those  jobs  so  well.  Her  official  title 
is  “Bookkeeper/Secretary”  which  is  a 
sort  of  a  “catch-all”  phrase  that  means 
“working  at  everything.”  She  has  to 
figure  out  the  proper  computer  number 
you  got  all  backward  on  the  receipt,  and 
where  that  $15.00  error  was  on  the 
monthly  balance  sheet,  and  what  the 
local  church  treasurer  meant  by  the 
entry:  “Pensions  —  $215.00.”  You  will 
want  to  get  to  know  her,  either  face-to- 
face  or  on  the  phone  when  you  are 
attempting  to  find  out  “what  you  sent  in 
last  month." 


Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery  is  the 
Associate  Director  on  the  CCOM  staff 
responsible  for  Children  and  Adult  Work. 
As  a  former  classroom  teacher  and 
principal,  Inez  is  an  expert  in  all  phases 
of  teaching  and  particularly 
knowledgeable  about  the  UM 
curriculum.  During  the  summer,  she  has 
taught  in  several  conference  Schools  of 
Christian  Missions  and  conducted  a 
number  of  local  church  workshops. 
During  the  time  this  picture  was  made, 
we  were  discussing  a  meeting  Miss 
Vernita  Booker  attended  in  Nashville 
concerning  the  Year  of  the  Child,  and 
Inez  was  preparing  to  lead  three  local 
church  workshops  dealing  with 
preparing  lessons  plans. 


planning,,  easier  access  to  vital 
information,  and,  hopefully,  a  much 
smoother  and  more  economical 
operation. 

We  thought  it  a  good  time  —  just  before 
the  rush  of  the  Fall  program  —  to 
introduce  the  people  who  are  on  the 
staff.  You  will  be  meeting  them  —  on  the 
phone  —  at  District  Meetings  —  on  the 
Conference  floor. 


Kathi  Finnell 

Mrs.  Kathi  B.  Finnell  is  the  Associate 
Director  on  the  CCOM  staff  responsible 
for  Youth  Work.  Her  husband,  Gene,  is 
pastor  at  North  Baton  Rouge  UMC. 
During  the  summer;  Kathi  was  busy  with 


It’s  a  new  title:  Director  of  Financial 
Affairs,  because  the  office  encompasses 
so  many  different  jobs,  and  a  new  person 
in  the  office;  but  no  one  in  the  Conference 
could  fill  both  the  title  and  the  jobs  better 
than  Jimmie  Caraway.  He  has  been  a 
District  Superintendent  twice  (the  first 
time,  actually  beginning  a  new  district 
"from  scratch”  when  the  Hammond 
District  was  formed),  a  member  of 
C.F.A.,  and  much  involved  in  the 
“business  affairs  of  the  Conference” 
Jimmie  is  responsible  for  the  things 
which  come  under  the  treasurer’s  office, 
the  Pension  Program,  Hospitalization 
and  Death  Benefits  Program,  and,  next 
year,  the  Foundation. 

Cathy  Fuller 


funny  .  .  .!  No,  the  truth  is  that  she  is 
always  that  way;  and  you  will  want  to 
know  her,  too. 

Byrl  Moreland 

Someone  asked  us,  “what  does  a 
Council  on  Ministries  Director  do?” 
Well,  let’s  see.  When  you  have  this  job, 
you  evidently  move  a  lot.  At  least,  that’s 
the  way  it  seems.  To  Baton  Rouge.  To 
First  UMC.  To  the  new  office.  From 
Shreveport.  The  sort  of  job  that  takes  “a 
strong  back  and  .  .  .”:  especially  when  it 
is  downstairs  in  Shreveport  and  up  in 
Baton  Rouge.  It  is  spending  a  Sunday 
afternoon  with  Woody  Hearn,  cutting  out 
paper  squares  to  decide  how  to  squeeze 
nine  offices  into  the  space  we  have.  It  is 
figuring  out  how  to  get  equipment  doing 
whatever  it  is  supposed  to  do.  It  is  trying 
to  squeeze  out  a  place  to  put  the  Resource 
Library;  and  where  to  put  the  things 
there  is  no  room  for  in  the  offices.  .  .  . 
Come  to  think  of  it,  we’re  not  sure  what  a 
director  does.  Perhaps  we  need  another 
conference  with  Ray  Branton! 
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Annual  Meeting 

United  Methodist  Women 
First  UMC  Shreveport 

September  21 -22nd 


All  summer  you  have  been  reading 
about  youth  groups  going  to  other  states 
to  conduct  Work  Camps;  but  the  youth  of 
St.  Phillips  UMC,  Houston,  Texas, 
recently  conducted  a  Work  Camp 
experience  at  the  Haynesville  UMC  in 
our  Conference. 

The  group  scraped  and  painted  the  old 
parsonage  which  has  been  converted  into 
a  Craft  House.  Despite  their  busy*  work 
days,  they  had  energy  left  over  for  a 
special  youth  service  on  Sunday  evening, 
a  swimming  party,  dining  out  and 
visiting  in  different  homes,  and  a 
Farewell  Get-Together  with  the  local 
UM  Y  on  the  last  night  at  the  church. 

Mrs.  Lee  Peyton  (Oma),  the  director  of 
Christian  Education  at  St.  Phillips,  is  the 
daughter-in-law  of  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Robert  L.  Peyton,  superintendent  of  the 
Ruston  District.  She  arranged  for  and 
accompanied  the  Work  Camp  to 
Haynesville. 


Youth  Team  Training,  the  Youth 
Assembly,  Workshop,  a  jurisdictional 
meeting,  and  preparation  for  the 
National  Youth  Meeting  which  was  held 
at  Dillard  University.  She  is  working  in 
September  with  a  series  of  district  and 
local  workshops. 


Maureen  Dartez 

That  warm,  friendly  voice  that 
answers  the  phone  when  you  call  is 
Maureen  Dartez.  She  is  also  the  one  who 
operates  the  press,  makes  the 
Addressograph  plates,  types  the  letter 
that  comes,  and  does  “all  the  hard  work” 
in  preparing  copy  for  the  LUM.  It  makes 
you  tired  to  think  about  it!  But  she  is  still 
smiling.  Or  perhaps  the  smile  is  because 
that  article  she  is  typing  is  so  hilariously 


Mrs.  Mildred  Carter,  wife  of 
Reverend  Robert  C.  Carter,  died  on 
Sunday,  August  19  in  a  Baton  Rouge 
hospital.  Memorial  services  were 
held  at  North  Baton  Rouge  UMC 
where  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carter  served 
until  he  retired  at  the  Annual 
Conference  session  last  June. 


Around  the 
Conference 

BATON  ROUGE  -  On  Sunday 
morning,  August  19,  the  St.  Mark 
congregation  observed  a  “Prayer  for  all 
School  Personnel  and  Students”  who 
were  returning  to  school  the  following 
day.  Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin.  Sr.,  was 
minister  in  charge  during  the  interim 
while  the  pastor.  Rev.  Robert  Williams 
and  his  family  were  on  vacation. 

SHREVEPORT  -  Christ  UMC 
observes  a  “Missionary  of  the  Month”  as 
a  part  of  their  program  to  help  members 
of  the  church  become  better  acquainted 
with  missions.  A  member  of  the 
congregation,  who  is  selected  to  be  the 
Missionary  of  the  Month,  is  given  $5.00 
from  the  offering  and  asked  to  invest  it  in 
a  mission  cause  of  their  choice.  Sue 
Shadow  was  the  Missionary  of  the  Month 
of  July.  She  invested  her  mission  money 
in  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans.  This  cause  was  selected  with 
the  help  of  the  4th  grade  Sunday  School 
class  which  she  and  her  husband,  Bob, 
teach.  The  person  who  is  selected  makes 
a  report  to  the  congregation  during  the 
morning  worship  service. 

SHONGALOO  -  The  Shongaloo  UMC 
completed  a  week  of  Revival  Services.  A 
former  minister,  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones,  who 
is  now  serving  the  Centenary-Fisher 
charge  in  Franklington,  was  the 
preacher.  Special  music  by  different 
groups  was  offered  each  night  and  there 
was  a  time  of  food,  fun  and  fellowship 
following  the  services.  Rev.  William  D 
Peeples  is  the  pastor. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  A  pot-luck 
welcome  dinner  for  international 
students  was  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
of  William  B.  Reily  UMC.  The  church  is 
located  on  the  edge  of  the  campus  of 
LSU;  and  there  are  a  large  number  of 
international  students  on  the  campus. 
This  way  members  of  the  congregation 
and  the  international  students  have  an 
opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with 
one  another. 

SHREVEPORT  -  The  entire 
congregation  of  First  UMC  will  share 
together  in  a  picnic  at  Hamel’s 
Amusement  Park  this  coming  Sunday 
afternoon  and  evening.  The  church  paper 
talks  about  gathering  at  the  Red  Barn, 
about  hot  dogs  for  children  and  youth, 
free  rides  for  kids,  “wacky  Olympic 
games,”  about  lakeside  singing,  about 
special  music  by  Will  Andress  and 
friends,  and  Jim  Moore  preaching.  We 
noted  with  great  interest  that  the 
announcement  about  Jim  Moore 
preaching  was  between  “clowns  and 
balloons”  and  “wacky  Olympic  games”; 
but  surely  there  is  nothing  to  be  made  of 
that. 

God  Our  Creator 

We  are  all  God’s  children. 

For  us  He  does  care, 

He  is  our  Heavenly  Father, 

He  is  everywhere. 

Of  our  griefs,  sorrows  and  burdens.  He 
knows. 

But  from  our  own  lips  He  wants  us  to 
share. 

To  come  to  Him  in  prayer, 

The  time  He  knows  we  can  spare. 

He  wants  us  to  have  faith  and  believe. 
Let’s  show  Him  we  care. 

For  without  God,  Our  Creator  we  could 
and  not  perceive, 

Of  this,  all  are  surely  aware. 

Mary  E.  Hutchinson 


Lightning  struck  the  Fellowship  United  Meth-  Sunday  afternoon,  causing  the  spectacular  blaze 
odist  Church  in  Hineston  on  August  13,  1978,  a  shown  above. 

One  Thousand  Club 

First  Call  Goes  To  Fellowship  Church  In  Hineston 
And  Boynton  Church  In  Gretna 


CECIL  BLAND  —  The  First  Call  of  the 
La.  Conf.  1000  Club  goes  out  September  1 
to  two  deserving  churches:  Fellowship 
UMC  in  Hineston,  and  Boynton  UMC  in 
Gretna.  The  goal  set  for  funds  to  aw^ard 
these  churches  is  $10,000  each. 

On  Sunday  afternoon.  August  13,  1978, 
lightning  struck  the  100-year  old 
Fellowship  UMC  sanctuary  in  Hineston, 
in  the  Alexandria  District.  The  old  wood 
frame  building  was  set  afire  and  totally 
destroyed. 

This  was  a  great  tragedy  for  the  87- 
member  church  in  the  small  rural 
Hineston  community,  but  added  to  that, 
was  the  fact  that  in  the  past  two  years 
over  $8,000  in  improvements  had  been 
added  to  the  old  building.  Insurance  on 
the  building  totaled  only  $13,500. 

The  plucky  congregation  did  not  give 
up.  In  the  months  following  the  fire, 
many  church  events,  including  rummage 
sales,  cake  sales,  picture  sales,  and  other 
money-raising  programs  were  held;  and 
$37,000  was  raised.  This,  added  to  the 
insurance  money,  gave  the  church  a 
building  fund  of  a  little  over  $50,000. 

The  cost  to  rebuild  the  Fellowship 
Church  was  estimated  between  $85,000 
and  $115,000.  Aware  that  delay  in  starting 
would  add  many  thousands  of  dollars 
more  to  these  figures,  the  people  went  to 
work,  sustained  by  faith  that  the 
necessary  additional  funds  would  be 


forthcoming. 

The  new  sanctuary,  constructed  of 
brick,  is  almost  complete.  There  are 
plans  to  begin  immediately  on  an 
educational  building  near  by.  In  the 
meantime,  the  congregation  gathers  for 
worship  in  the  local  Masonic  Hall. 

An  entirely  different  situation  faced 
the  Boynton  congregation  in  Gretna, 
across  the  Mississippi  River  from  New 
Orleans,  in  the  New  Orleans-Houma 
District. 

It  is  an  old  church,  organized  in  1888, 
located  in  a  heavily  populated  area.  The 
building  is  an  old  wood  frame,  needing 
many  repairs,  and  yet  not  really  worth 
putting  too  much  money  in.  There  are  no 
nearby  sites  available  on  which  to  build, 
and  the  cost  of  the  new  building  is 
prohibitive,  and  getting  more  so  every 
day. 

But  the  ever  present  dilemma  of 
population-shifts  which  face  every  large 
city,  is  both  the  problem  and  the  solution. 

Near  by,  another  church  decided  to 
relocate  in  another  area,  closer  to  where 
its  congregation  now  lives,  leaving 
behind  a  large  brick,  well-kept 
sanctuary. 

The  167-member  Boynton  Church  has 
the  opportunity  to  purchase  that  other 
sanctuary,  at  a  cost  much  smaller  than 
constructing  a  new  building  the  same 
size  and  with  the  same  facilities.  But  the 


amount  is  still  a  lot  of  money  to  this  small 
church:  $145,000. 

Money  on  hand,  plus  estimated 
receipts  for  the  year,  total  $60,000. 
Boynton  UMC  is  a  small  church  with  a 
big  goal! 

Both  of  these  churches:  Fellowship 
and  Boynton  are  deserving  of  the  loving 
aid  the  1000  Club  can  give  them.  The  goal 
set  for  each  of  these  churches  as  a  gift 
from  the  1000  Club  is  $10,000.  This  figure 
can  help  Fellowship  Church  furnish  its 
new  sanctuary  and  start  on  the  education 
building.  And  $10,000  can  certainly 
provide  Boynton  Church  enough  funds  to 
help  obtain  a  loan  so  they  may  purchase 
their  new  sanctuary. 

1000  Club  members  are  asked  to 
contribute  $10.00  to  each  of  three  “calls” 
a  year.  This  is  the  first  one  for  the  1979- 
1980  Conference  year.  If  you  are  not  a 
member,  and  would  like  to  become  one, 
give  your  name  and  address  to  your 
pastor,  along  with  your  check  for  $10.00 
to  go  on  this  first  call. 

That’s  all  there  is  to  it!  You  will  be 
notified  of  the  next  calls  when  they  go 
out. 

Since  1952,  the  1000  Club,  a  purely 
voluntary  program,  made  up  of  lay 
people  and  clergy,  has  given  almost 
$1,000,000.00  to  91  churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference! 


209  Attend  Course  of  Study  School 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology/SMU 


Forty  teachers  and  209  students 
participated  in  the  1979  Course  of  Study 
School  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
Included  in  the  group  of  students  were  35 
Hispanics,  9  Native  Americans,  29 
Blacks,  and  23  Women.  One  hundred  and 
eighty-five  students  attended  the  basic 
five-year  program  and  24  students  did 
advance  work  in  regular  seminary 
classes.  A  graduation  ceremony  was  held 
in  Perkins  Chapel  on  Thursday  evening, 
August  9,  with  the  33  students  who 
completed  the  course  this  year,  bringing 
the  total  number  finishing  the  five-year 
course  to  940  since  the  school  began  in 
1947.  The  total  attendance  through  the 
years  is  now  5,965.  The  commencement 
speaker  was  Dr.  Barry  Bailey,  pastor. 
First  UMC,  Fort  Worth;  and  a  reception 
followed  the  ceremony. 

The  Perkins  Course  of  Study  School  is 
one  of  six  such  schools  in  the  connection, 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  basic 
Biblical  and  Theological  knowledge,  as 
well  as  basic  insight  and  competency  in 
the  function  of  ministry  for  persons 
serving  as  local  pastors  of  the  UMC. 
More  than  just  a  classroom  process,  the 
course  of  Study  School  is  designed  with 
the  concerns  of  the  whole  person  as  is 
reflected  in  the  community  life  and 
fellowship,  daily  chapel  services, 
seminars,  personal  counseling  for  each 
student,  spouse  activities,  and  meetings 
of  ethnic  groups.  Dr.  Claus  H.  Rohlfs  is 
director  of  the  school. 

The  following  persons  were  in 
attendance  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference:  Leroy  Brumfield;  J.  T. 
Cupples.  Walter  Dabney;  Wilbur  G.  C. 
Davis,  Sr.;  Boyd  Hood;  Joe  Hunter;  John 
H.  Lavo;  Pete  Medak;  Joe  D.  Solomon; 
Joseph  H.  Windham;  and  Alan 
Stackhouse. 
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PERKINS  COURSE  OF  STUDY  STUDENTS.  1979  —  L.  to  R.: 
Row  1  —  Charles  A.  Johnson,  Boyd  Hood,  John  Lavo;  Row  2  —  Allen 
Stackhouse,  Joe  Solomon,  Wilbur  G.  Davis,  Walter  Dabney;  Row  3 
—  J.  T.  Cupples.  Also  attended:  Leroy  Brumfield.  Joe  Hunter,  Pete 
Medak,  and  Joseph  H.  Windham. 


The  Conference  Resource  Library  has 
been  closed  since  the  announcement  was 
made  that  the  offices  would  be  moved  to 
Baton  Rouge.  At  this  moment,  it  is  still 
closed.  We  do  not  have  enough  space  in 
the  offices  we  occupy  on  North  Foster 
Drive  to  set  it  up  for  any  sort  of  use.  After 
trying  several  alternatives,  we  have 
made  arrangements  with  Dr.  J.  W. 
Hearn  and  members  of  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  to  move  the  Resource 


Library  down  there  and  set  it  up  in  one  of 
the  rooms  of  the  Youth  Activities 
Building.  We  are  in  the  process  of  doing 
that  now.  It  took  four  pick-up  loads  to  get 
it  down  the  stairs  of  our  building  and  up 
the  stairs  of  First  Church  into  the  new 
quarters  Now  we  have  only  to  sort  it  all 
out  —  there  are  probably  about  63  boxes 
( you  can  ask  the  guy  who  carried  most  of 
them! )  —  put  them  in  some  kind  of  order 
on  the  shelves;  get  the  inventory  back  in 
order;  set  up  the  calendar  for  making 
reservations,  etc.,  and  we  will  be  in 
business.  We  want  to  thank  you  for  your 
patience  with  us.  Only  a  very  few  people 
have  told  us  what  we  really  are,  since  the 
library  is  closed  and  they  cannot  get 
what  they  want  We  will  do  our  best  to  get 
it  going  soon. 


fe^^SlSSJPiSldSP^ilS'^J-SlSgnag.^nlsQS'SS'SJiJSS'O'SPQSlMlcrDlooodojIoji  *150  9  5-Q  *o»*-4<  >'»  AW  olw  CO  A.  I, 


PAGE  2 


l 

ct 

H; 

Di 

pa 

Ed 

N 


Problems  related  to  alcohol  use 
need  revived  church  concern 


At  one  time  the  consumption  of 
alcoholic  beverages  was  the  dominant 
social  issue  addressed  by  our  church. 
“Demon  rum,”  its  relatives,  and  their 
detrimental  effects  on  human  life  were 
regularly  the  targets  of  sermons  from 
our  pulpits,  and  editorial  statements  in 
the  pages  of  this  newspaper. 

Times  have  changed.  Alcohol  abuse  — 
seldom  alcohol  use  —  is  only  one  among 
many  social  issues  addressed  by  our 
church  today,  and  our  church’s  effort  to 
combat  this  social  evil  has  assumed  an 
increasingly  low  profile.  In  releasing  the 
findings  of  a  recent  Gallup  poll,  George 
Gallup  reported  that  half  of  the  clergy 
members  interviewed  had  not  addressed 
the  issue  of  alcohol  from  their  pulpits 
during  the  past  year,  and  that  one-fourth 
of  the  ministers  interviewed  expressed 
discomfort  about  dealing  with  alcohol- 
related  problems  (see  TM/UMR,  July 
13). 

One  might  protest  that  the  church  has 
done  its  job  effectively  in  relation  to  this 
issue,  and  that  human  problems  related 
to  the  consumption  of  alcohol  have 
decreased.  Just  the  opposite  is  the  case 
according  to  Mr.  Gallup  and  numerous 
other  authorities  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
Gallup  reported  that  one-fourth  of  the 
persons  interviewed  now  say  that  an 
alcohol-related  problem  has  adversely 
affected  his  or  her  family  life  —  a 


dramatic  increase  since  a  similar  survey 
was  taken  in  1974.  He  further  stated: 
“All  of  our  surveys  on  the  subject 
of  drinking  and  drug  dependence  point  to 
the  inevitable  conclusion  that  alcohol 
abuse  —  already  our  number  two  health 
problem  —  is  growing  in  seriousness.” 
And  Mr.  Gallup  warned  that  “unless 
dramatic  and  creative  steps  are  taken, 
we  can  accurately  predict  that  the  1980’s 
will  be  marred  to  an  even  greater  degree 
than  the  1970’s”  by  alcohol-related 
problems. 

We  do  not  believe  it  would  be  either 
theologically  appropriate  or  practically 
beneficial  for  the  church  again  to  focus 
its  attention  on  the  evils  of  alcohol  con¬ 
sumption  to  the  neglect  of  other  social 
evils.  But  if  Mr.  Gallup’s  conclusions  are 
correct  —  and  we  believe  they  are  —  it  is 
clear  that  our  church  is  not  doing  nearly 
enough  today  to  prevent  problems 
related  to  alcohol  from  occurring,  or  to 
minister  to  those  who  are  experiencing 
such  problems. 

We  believe  it  is  equally  clear  that  our 
church’s  traditional  emphasis  on  total 
abstinence  from  the  consumption  of 
alcohol  has  been  neglected  and  needs  to 
be  revived  —  not  because  “it’s  a  sin  to 
take  a  drink,”  but  as  a  positive  witness 
that  the  consumption  of  alcoholic 
beverages  is  not  necessary  for  one  to  live 
a  happy  and  abundant  life. 


Hopeful  signs  for  youth  ministry 
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Reports  from  the  recent  National 
Youth  Ministry  Convocation  in  New 
Orleans  offer  signs  of  hope  for  the 
reemergence  of  a  strong  national  youth 
movement  within  our  church  (see 
TM/UMR,  August  17). 

At  one  time  there  was  a  strong  sense  of 
common  identity  among  the  youth  of  our 
church,  and  it  was  not  unusual  for 
several  thousand  young  people  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  mass  gathering. 

Although  the  number  of  youth 
gathering  in  New  Orleans  was  modest  — 
approximately  400  —  there  were  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  nearly  every  annual 
conference  in  the  United  States. 

The  youth  adopted  a  number  of  goals 
and  proposals  there,  including  the 
raising  of  more  than  $250,000  annually  for 
the  national  Youth  Service  Fund,  which 
has  received  contributions  approxima¬ 
ting  only  $100,000  annually  for  several 
years.  They  also  expressed  the  hope  of 
raising  the  proportion  of  the  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund  spent  for  mission  projects 
from  25  percent  of  the  total  funds  re¬ 
ceived  nationally  to  70  percent. 

We  affirm  and  support  this  effort  to 
rebuild  a  strong  national  identity  among 
United  Methodist  youth.  Our  church 
needs  the  idealism  and  energy 
associated  with  young  people  at  all  levels 
of  its  life.  And  our  youth  need  the 
guidance  and  nurture  of  the  church  as 
tney  explore  the  meaning  of  Christian 
discipleship. 

Be  thankful  in  all  things 

By  JAMES  S.  THOMAS 

There  are  times  we  should  be  thankful 
for  nothing. 

Be  thankful  always  in  all  things  ...  for 
nothing,  for  everything  and  all  that  is  in 
between. 

There  are  three  human  situations  in 
which  thanksgiving  is  a  dominant  note: 
(1)  Thanksgiving  for  that  which  is 
obviously  good;  (2)  Thanksgiving  by 
contrast  —  if  you  have  a  voice  to 
complain,  thank  God  you  have  a  voice; 
and  (3)  Thanksgiving  in  adversity  — 
things  happen  for  which  we  cannot  be 
thankful,  but  in  which  we  can  be 
thankful. 

The  foregoing  thoughts  were  expressed 
in  a  devotion  by  Bishop  Thomas  at  the 
1979  East  Ohio  Annual  Conference,  and 
they  are  reprinted  from  TM/UMR’s  East 
Ohio  Today  edition. 
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If  the  effort  to  revitalize  our  church’s 
national  youth  ministry  is  to  be 
successful,  it  will  require  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  much  more  widespread  interest 
and  involvement  than  now  exists. 

If  you  are  a  United  Methodist  young 
person,  or  an  adult  worker  with  youth, 
we  believe  you  should  determine  whether 
or  not  your  church’s  youth  group  is  cur¬ 
rently  contributing  to  the  Youth  Service 
Fund.  If  so,  you  should  consider 
enlarging  your  contribution.  If  not,  this 
would  be  a  good  place  to  begin  both  local 
participation  in  a  significant  form  of 
mission  outreach  to  others,  and  develop¬ 
ing  a  sense  of  common  purpose  with 
other  youth  groups  across  the  church. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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GOD  NEVER  FORSAKES  US 
By  BETTE  BRAZZELL 
We  are  never  forsaken.  As  humans, 
we  are  often  oppressed,  distressed 
and  we  sometimes  mistake  our  heart¬ 
aches  and  headaches  for  the  absence 
of  ready  help. 

My  definition  of  help  is  only  when, 
in  fact,  there  is  a  real  need.  That  we 
need  God’s  help  if  self-evident,  but 
that  we  are  always  mindful  of  God’s 
help  is  doubtful,  especially  when  we 
panic  or  become  angry  and  bitter. 

Growing  up,  studying  history  and 
seeing  different  situations  occur  from 
day  to  day,  I  feel  that  a  person  who 
has  never  known  sadness  doesn’t 
realize  what  happiness  really  is,  and  a 
person  never  appreciates  the  sun¬ 
shine  until  he  has  had  some  rain  in  his 
life.  All  the  good  things  we  just  take 
for  granted.  I  can  truthfully  say  that 
out  of  all  our  trials  and  tribulations, 
ups  and  downs,  God  is  forever  present 
and  will  never  forsake  us. 

We  should  not  become  discouraged 
when  we  do  not  have  that  instant  help. 
God  will  supply  our  every  need  as  He 
said  He  would,  not  our  every  whim, 
wish  and  want. 

PURE  AND  GOOD 
By  KENNETH  ALAN  MUNN 
Of  the  Few  things  pure  and  good  in 
this  world, 

I  love  not  one  but  all, 

From  the  sweet  green  smell  of  spring, 
to  the  colors  of  the  fall. 

From  sunshine  to  rain  to  stormy  gale, 
where  the  hards  and  easys  of  life 
prevail, 

From  the  winter  winds  that  blow  on 
high, 

to  the  summer  breeze  from  the  sun¬ 
lit  sky. 

Of  the  Many  things  pure  and  good  in 
this  world, 

from  this  I  shall  not  flee, 

But  of  All  things  pure  and  good  in  this 
world, 

I  yearn  for  Christ's  Love  within  me. 

This  week's  contributors  to  " Young 
Writers'  are:  Bette  Brazzell,  14,  of 
Alachua,  Florida,  and  Kenneth  Alan 
Munn,  13,  of  Sour  Lake,  Texas. 
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What  the  church  should  be  doing 
about  alcoholism  and  its  effects 


By  TOMMY  E.  NELSON 

I  am  really  amazed  that  there  is  still  so 
much  misunderstanding  about  alcohol¬ 
ism  among  church  leaders  —  clergy  as 
well  as  Christian  laypersons  —  as 
is  often  reflected  in  the  columns  of 
TM/UMR.  It  seems,  also,  that  very  little 
is  being  done  to  minister  to  alcoholics 
and  their  families  in  comparison  to  what 
we  are  doing  to  care  for  other  oppressed 
people;  the  physically  ill,  unwed  mothers 
and  their  babies,  retarded  children,  the 
aged  and  disabled,  and  many  others  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  ministers  to 
locally  and  nationally. 

I  was  brought  up  in  the  Methodist 
Church  and  my  own  father  was  an 
alcoholic  back  in  the  late  30’s  and  40’s.  I 
can  never  remember  my  local  church,  or 
any  local  church  for  that  matter,  minis¬ 
tering  to  or  showing  concern  for  us  in  any 
way  regarding  this  problem.  In  fact,  at 
times  I  felt  I  was  something  of  an  embar¬ 
rassment  to  the  church  and  did  what  I 
could  to  hide  this  knowledge  from  those  I 
associated  with  at  church. 

Alcoholism  has  become  epidemic 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  today 
alcoholism  has  reached  epidemic  pro¬ 
portions.  It  is  the  second  largest  health 
problem  in  our  nation.  According  to  the 
Christopher  D.  Smithers  Foundation  in 
New  York  City:  “Alcoholism  ranks  with 
cancer,  heart  disease  and  stroke  as  a 
major  disease.  Alcoholism  reduces  the 
life  expectancy  of  its  victims  by  ten  to 
twelve  years.  Alcoholism  is  related  to 
one-third  of  all  deaths  reported  as 
suicides.  Alcoholism  is  related  to  one- 
third  of  all  fatal  automobile  accidents. 
Alcoholism  destroys  the  marriages  and 
jobs  of  three-fourths  of  its  victims. 
Alcoholism  affects  one  of  every  fifteen 
drinkers." 

Other  than  promoting  a  certain 
amount  of  prevention  —  which  has  not 
proved  too  effective  —  what  is  the  church 
doing  about  it?  Most  of  the  helping  pro¬ 
fessions  do  not  know  how  to  deal  with 
alcoholism ;  so,  I  guess  it  is  not  too  sur¬ 
prising  that  most  of  us  in  the  church  do 
not  know  where  to  start  or  what  to  do 


about  the  problem. 

How  can  the  church  help? 

From  recent  studies  I  have  done 
through  Vanderbilt  University  and  the 
University  of  the  South  in  Tennessee,  I 
would  like  to  make  a  few  suggestions 
concerning  what  the  church  can  do  in 
eliminating  some  of  the  suffering  con¬ 
nected  with  alcoholism,  and  what  we 
are  attempting  to  do  in  the  church  where 
I  am  pastor  in  ministering  to  alcoholics 
and  their  families. 

First  of  all,  we  can  help  our  members 
to  better  understand  alcoholism  as 
chemical  dependency  on  the  drug,  ethyl 
alcohol,  and  the  nature  of  that 
dependency.  There  are  plenty  of 
adequate  materials  today  which  may  be 
obtained  from  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 
the  National  Council  on  Alcoholism,  the 
Johnson  Institute,  10700  Olson  Memorial 
Highway,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  or  the 
Hazelden  Foundation,  Box  176,  Center 
City,  Minn.  Through  the  use  of  these 
materials,  we  can  acquaint  people  with 
the  disease  concept  of  alcoholism  and 
encourage  them  to  accept  this  under¬ 
standing  of,  and  approach  to,  the 
problem. 

Scientific  studies  have  shown  that 
alcoholism  is  a  primary  disease  which 
affects  the  total  person,  and  is  not 
symptomatic  (necessarily)  of  any  other 
illness  or  problem.  It  really  concerns  me 
that  intelligent  Christians  who  have 
written  concerning  the  subject  discount 
the  disease  concept,  for  few  alcoholics 
recovered  prior  to  the  time  (1956)  of  its 
acceptance. 

According  to  Vernon  Johnson,  an 
Episcopal  priest  and  a  recovered 
alcoholic  who  founded  the  Johnson 
Institute,  alcoholism  qualifies  as  a 
disease  because:  (1)  the  illness  can  be 
described;  (2)  the  course  of  the  illness  is 
predictable  and  progressive;  (3)  the 
disease  is  primary  ;  (4)  it  is  permanent; 
and  (5)  it  is  terminal.  No  wonder  few 
alcoholics  or  their  families  any  longer 
come  to  the  church  for  help  when  many 
in  the  church  just  consider  it  a  moral 
problem  and  the  alcoholic  merely  in  need 


We  must  pay  the  price  for  evangelistic  failure 


To  the  Editor: 

The  annual  conferences  of  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  have  petitioned  the 
1980  General  Conference  to  revise  the 
formula  which  determines  the  number  of 
bishops  a  jurisdiction  may  elect.  I  hope 
that  the  General  Conference  will  refuse 
those  petitions. 

The  desire  of  that  jurisdiction  to  retain 
all  of  its  episcopal  areas  is  understand¬ 
able.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  there 
are  many  good  reasons  why  this 
cosmetic  legislation  should  be  opposed: 

( 1)  At  some  point  the  United  Methodist 
Church  must  begin  to  pay  the  price  for  its 
evangelistic  failure; 

(2)  It  is  both  dishonest  and  unhealthy 
for  an  institution  in  decline  to  make 
paper  changes  which  help  it  to  avoid 
reality; 

(3)  Perhaps  the  humiliation  of  having 
to  reduce  the  size  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  will  strike  home  in  a  way  that 
nothing  else  has ; 

(4)  Legislation  to  save  North  Central’s 
tenth  area  will  open  the  door  for  others, 
such  as  Southeastern,  actually  to  add 
areas  —  permission  which  is  equally 
uncalled  for  at  present ; 

(5)  Common  sense  questions  the 
maintenance  of  the  same  administrative 
superstructure  for  a  reduced  member¬ 
ship  support  base. 

It  is  indeed  a  bitter  experience  to  have 
to  acknowledge  that  we  are  in  such 
decline  in  an  area  of  the  country  where 
we  have  been  so  strong  for  so  long.  But 
we  had  better  suffer  that  experience, 
change  the  realities  that  have  brought  it 
to  us,  and  rejoice  in  1984  when  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  is  able  to  reclaim  its 
tenth  episcopal  area. 

C.  W.  Brockwell  Jr. 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

Board  fair  with  personnel 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  article 
"Evangelical  mission  goes  outside 
UMC”  (TM/UMR,  August  3). 

As  a  UMC  missionary  since  1957,  I 
have  always  found  our  “mission  board” 
to  be  fair  in  relating  to  me  and  my 
family.  Any  missionary  who  may  feel 
mistreated,  of  course,  can  write  to  the 
Ombudsman  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Harry  B.  Gibson  Jr.  Also,  the 
missionary-in-residence,  Dorothy 
Gilbert,  is  willing  and  able  to  work  with  '  „ 

any  missionary  who  has  a  specific 
complaint. 

There  are  problems  for  many 
missionaries  who  terminate  employment 
with  the  board.  Ordained  missionaries 
often  find  that  when  they  request  an 
appointment  in  the  U.S.  that  their  years 
of  service  overseas  “do  not  count”  in 
their  “home  conference.”  The  lay 
missionaries  often  face  even  greater 
difficulties  than  the  ordained  people  upon 
re-entry  to  the  U.S.  job  market.  I  would 
urge  that  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  help  with  some  creative  solutions 
to  the  practical  problems  missionaries 
face  in  relocating  "in  mission"  in  the 
U.S. 

Aware  of  the  problems,  most 
missionaries  with  whom  I  have  talked 
accept  with  grace  the  risk  —  including 
job  insecurity  —  of  the  missionary 
vocation.  Before  any  missionary  is  sent 
overseas  by  the  World  Division  there  is  a 
three-way  agreement  (by  the  mission¬ 
ary,  a  requesting  church  or  agency,  and 


the  World  Division)  setting  forth,  among 
other  things,  the  length  of  that  term  of 
service  of  the  missionary.  No  missionary 
is  guaranteed  a  “career”  overseas. 
Before  each  new  term  an  agreement 
must  be  reached  with  a  requesting 
church  or  agency,  the  missionary,  and 
the  World  Division.  After  the  three 
parties  agsae,  visa  problems  frequently 
crop  up. 

Let  us  use  our  democratic  UMC 
processes  to  improve  what  we  have, 
strengthening  and  supporting  our 
worldwide  UMC  mission  program  with 
informed,  constructive  criticism. 

J.  Andy  Fowler 
Missionary  to  Malaysia 
Currently  in  Killeen,  Texas 

‘Reserve  bishops’  desired 

To  the  Editor: 

The  letter  of  Congressman  Claude 
Pepper  of  Florida  to  Bishop  Marvin 
Stuart,  asking  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  observe  the  spirit  of  the 
federal  retirement  act  (TM/UMR, 
August  3),  deserves  serious  considera¬ 
tion  by  those  preparing  legislation  for  the 
1980  General  Conference.  The  forced 
retirement  of  some  bishops  as  early  as 
age  66  does  violate  that  spirit. 

The  alternative  would  seem  to  be 
raising  the  retirement  age  by  four  years, 
but  that  would  mean  that  some  bishops 
would  serve  almost  until  age  74,  whether 
they  wanted  to  or  not.  Therefore,  I  would 
like  to  propose  another  possibility. 

Bishops  could  be  required  to  retire  at 
age  70,  as  other  ministers  are,  if  there 
were  some  way  to  fill  the  vacancies 
thereby  created.  To  accomplish  this,  the 
jurisdictional  conferences  could  simply 
elect  a  number  of  “reserve  bishops”  — 
people  who  would  later  be  consecrated 
when  they  were  needed  to  fill  a  vacancy. 
The  number  of  reserves  elected  would  be 
determined  by  the  number  of  bishops 
scheduled  to  retire,  plus  one  or  two  to 
cover  such  contingencies  as  death, 
disability  and  voluntary  early  retire¬ 
ment. 

In  this  way  the  church  coulci  rid  itself 
of  the  anomaly  of  bishops  being  required 
to  retire  at  an  earlier  age  than  other 
ministers. 
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O.  C.  Dean  Jr. 
Athens,  Georgia 


see  the  simple  remedies 
the  Scriptures.  As  to 
why  not  insist  that  our 
truthful  in  believing  and 
preaching  the  necessity  of  the  new  birth, 
the  inerrancy  of  Scriptures,  holy  living, 
the  virgin  birth,  etc.?  How  can  honest 
people  profess  to  such  beliefs  in  order  to 
gain  membership  in  our  conferences  and 
then  stand  on  Sunday  morning  and 
“intone"  such  beliefs  when  they  do  not 
really  accept  them?  How  can  bishops 
appoint  homosexuals  to  charges  when 
their  lifestyles  are  base  and  degrading? 
How  can  we  have  fellowship  with  beliefs 
that  deny  Christ,  and  those  who  rely  on 
mumbled  Latin,  holy  water  and  man’s 
forgiveness  and  man’s  sins?  Why  don’t 
we  teach  the  tithe  as  our  system  for 
raising  finances  instead  of  bake  sales, 
bingo,  dances,  shows,  drives,  pledges 
and  car  washes? 

Recognizing  the  infinite  worth  of  all 
souls,  with  love  for  all  mankind,  holding 
out  the  plan  of  salvation  for  all,  but 
recognizing  as  well  that  in  all  mankind 
there  is  the  necessity  of  regeneration  and 
to  “come  out  from  among  them  and 
touch  not  the  unclean  thing”  that  He 
might  receive  us,  why  not  let  pleasure- 
made  congregations  know  that  once 
again  we  are  going  to  inveigh  against  the 
liquor  traffic,  the  tobacco  traffic,  the 
ungodly  entertainment  crawling  out  of 
Hollywood  and  all  that  keeps  us  from 
being  the  power  for  good  we  should  be? 
This  would  arouse  a  storm  over  all 


adventuress  who  is  out  to  aggrandize 
herself,  to  assert  herself  at  whatever 
cost,  is  destructive  to  society.” 

Probably  none  of  us  has  any  real 
quarrel  with  that  statement.  What  I  find 
interesting,  however,  is  the  unspoken 
implication  that  a  male  adventurer  who 
is  out  to  aggrandize  himself  at  any  cost  is 
not  equally  destructive  to  society. 

Unless  this  is  deliberately  slanted  in 
the  worst  possible  demogoguery,  Dr. 
Oswalt  has  given  his  blessing  to  male 
aggrandizement.  So,  all  of  you  Janes  out 
there,  God  has  ordained  that  you  cheer 
on  the  sidelines  as  us  Tarzans  aggrandize 
ourselves  all  over  the  place.  If  you  do  it, 
it  will  destroy  society.  But  if  we  do  it,  it  is 
all  right!  Charles  E.  Wolfe 

Hampstead,  Maryland 

Now  tell  it  to  others 

To  the  Editor: 

The  heading  for  your  August  10 
editorial,  “Christians  don’t  all  think 
alike,"  is  on  target.  Please  tell  our 
general  boards  and  agencies!  Also  say  it 
at  General  Conference  next  year. 
Thanks.  s.  D.  Howard 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 


of  repentance.  In  my  opinion  alcohol 
abuse  is  a  sin  (I  am  a  teetotaler)  but 
alcoholism,  if  compulsive,  is  an  illness, 
both  recognizable  and  treatable.  The 
Johnson  Institute  claims  70%  to  80% 
recovery  for  all  who  go  through  their 
program. 

Be  alert  and  available 

Secondly,  though  we  may  not  be  able  to 
treat  the  alcoholic  in  the  local  church,  we 
can  be  aware  of  the  problems  as  they 
exist,  and  be  available  to  assist  in  inter¬ 
vention  and  getting  persons  into 
treatment,  and  encourage  our  Methodist 
hospitals  to  establish  alcoholism  units 
with  effective  alcoholism  programs. 

If  there  are  seven  to  nine  million 
alcoholics  in  America  today  and  more  on 
the  way,  Alcoholics  Anonymous  is  only 
skimming  the  surface  and  there  are  not 
nearly  enough  alcoholism  centers  where 
Christian  concern  and  prayer  can  be 
added  to  the  effective  treatment  methods 
that  are  being  developed.  Churches  can 
and  should  be  working  together  with 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  units,  making 
referrals  to  them  and  supporting  them  in 
every  way  they  can. 

A. A.  has  a  spiritual  program  of 
recovery  and  the  best  recovery  rate 
across  the  nation  of  any  alcohol  rehabili¬ 
tation  program.  However,  we  cannot 
depend  on  A. A.  or  any  other  agency  to  do 
our  ministry  for  the  church.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  A. A.  cannot  help  everyone. 
Many  people  are  turned  off  by  A. A.  and 
will  not  attend  meetings.  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  church  can  minister  to  some 
alcoholics  that  A. A.  will  never  reach. 
Minister  to  families 

Thirdly,  one  of  our  main  ministries 
should  be  to  the.  families  of  alcoholics. 
The  church  is  quite  well  equipped  to 
minister  to  families  of  alcoholics,  and 
many  times  they  suffer  as  much  or  more 
than  the  alcoholic.  Alcoholism  is  a  family 
illness.  Because  of  the  closeness  of  loved- 
ones  to  the  problem,  families  of 
alcoholics  become  addicted  to  the 
alcoholic  and  his  problem  often  times  in 
the  same  way  that .  the  alcoholic  is 
addicted  to  alcohol.  It  is  difficult  for  the 
alcoholic  to  recover  as  long  as  there  is  a 
sick  family  relationship  that  tends  to 
keep  him  in  a  dependency  role.  The 
whole  family  needs  treatment. 

In  our  church  we  are  organizing  caring 
groups  for  families  of  alcoholics  to  help 
them  understand  the  nature  of  addiction 
and  the  possibility  of  recovery  for  the 
whole  family.  In  doing  this  we  have 
uncovered  many  of  our  own  families  with 
an  alcohol  problem  that  we  never  before 
knew  existed. 

Many  resources  are  available  to.those 
who  care  enough.  Perhaps  if  weeould 
pool  our  knowledge  and  interest,  our 
churches  could  do  something  significant 
about  the  problem  of  alcoholism  in  our 
communities. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Tommy  E.  Nelson,  was  pastor  of  the  St. 
Paul  UMC  in  Midland,  Texas  (Northwest 
Texas  Conference)  until  mid- June  of  this 
year  when  he  suffered  a  heart  attack  and 
died  in  his  sleep.  His  widow  continues  to 
reside  in  Midland. 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue  the  University  Park 
UMC  in  Denver,  Colorado  (Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Annual  Conference)  begins  publish¬ 
ing  a  local  church  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

Each  week  approximately  700  member 
families  of  University  Park  UMC  will 
receive  their  congregation’s  news 
printed  in  combination  with  annual 
conference  and  general  religious  news 
and  opinion. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Denver,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  other 
readers  in  contributing  to  such  columns 
as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The  Texas 
Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter). 


Another  Pentecost  needed  -  Methodism,  but  it  would  clear  the 

atmosphere  and  we  could  once  more 
declare  “thus  saith  the  Lord.” 


I  would  like  to  reply  to  the  article  “UM 
said  to  face  five  crises”  (TM/UMR, 
August  3). 

Lest  I  be  labeled  a  Johnny-come-lately, 
I  have  my  I.D.  I  was  soundly  converted 
in  a  small  Methodist  church  over  50 
years  ago  and  an  active  member  since 
that  time,  I  have  been  honored  to  serve  in 
various  capacities. 

I  have  watched  the  creeping  paralysis 
that  has  laid  its  deadly  hand  on  our 
membership  as  we  have  slipped  from  our 
position  of  Protestant  leadership  to 
where  we  continue  to  suffer  continuing 
loss  of  membership  from  year  to  year,  as 
we  fearfully  seek  some  palliative  that 
will  restore  life  to  our  church  and  let  us 
once  again  become  the  power  for 
righteousness  we  were  at  one  time. 

The  aforementioned  article  says  we 
face  a  crisis  of  leadership,  pluralism, 
inclusiveness,  money  and  Scriptural 
interpretation.  These  things  are  enough 
to  kill  any  denomination,  and  it  is  strange 


My  own  children,  with  thousands  of 
other  loyal  Methodists,  have  gone  to 
other  denominations,  where  each  of  them 
is  active  and  happy.  We  need  another 
gatherer  of  sycamore  fruit,  another 
weeping  prophet,  another  Pentecost,  and 
until  and  unless  this  comes  to  pass,  we 
shall  continue  to  dry  up  on  the  vine  and 
yield  wormy  fruit.  If  this  is  too  strong 
medicine,  then  you  may  quietly  lay  it  to 
rest  in  file  “13”  and  from  the 
wastebasket  it  shall  shout:  “Too  true,  too 
true.”  This  is  not  a  dose  of  bluenose 
pessimism,  but  a  look  at  facts,  after  over 
a  half  century  of  observation. 

Hans  Ernst 
Gadsden,  Alabama 

Inconsistency  apparent 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  August  10  issue  there  was  a  story 
about  John  Oswalt’s  address  concerning 
the  role  of  women. 

He  is  quoted  as  having  said:  “The 


Classified 

FEW  SEATS  LEFT:  Holy  Land  &  Athens  Feb  11, 
I960. 10  days.  Best  rates  possible.  Fly  Swissair,  finest 
guides  Experienced  hosts.  Contact  M/M  William 
Burns,  16  W  Vine  St  .  Fleetwood.  PA  19522. 

ALBUQUERQUE'S  FIRST  United  Methodist  Church 

( 1,600  members)  seeks  enthusiastic,  creative  person 
to  stimulate  and  expand  Christian  Education  and 
organize  programs  designed  to  enrich  life  and 
management  skills.  If  interested  contact  Rev. 
Leonard  Gillingham  for  job  description.  P.O.  Box 
1638.  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87103.  (505  )  243-5646 

PASSION  PLAY  -  Visit  Oberammergau.  Germany 
in  June.  1980  to  see  the  world  famous  passion  play 
Tour  consists  of  17  days  and  6  major  European  cities 
plus  Oberammeragau  located  in  the  beautiful 
Bavarian  Alps  Tour  is  first  class  with  arrangements 
handled  by  Hulda  Warren  Travel  Agency  Only  30 
spaces  available  and  commitment  must  be  made  by 
September.  1979  Don't  miss  this  once  in  a  life  time 
opportunity  —  Call  Now!!!  D^ys  ‘214i  742-5858 
Metro  263-7124,  Nights  and  week-ends  1214 1  341-2578 
Tommv  DeGaugh.  1905  Commerce.  Dallas  TX  75201 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHOIR  and  youth  program,  full- 

time  $9,000;  part-time,  negotiable  FUMC,  P.O.  Box 

99,  Rusk,  TX  75785.  (214)683-4675. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  —  Gulfside  Assembly, 
Waveland,  MS.  Lay  person  or  ordained 
clergyperson.  Job  description  and  qualifications 
available  upon  request.  Application  deadline,  Oct. 

15,  1979.  Beginning  date  of  employment  —  Feb.  1, 
1980  Salary  range:  $15,000-$  18,000  plus  housing  and 
fringe  benefits.  Contact  Search  Committee  Task  F 
ce,  c/o  Charles  P  Kellogg,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston, 

IL  60201 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  wanted  -  Salary 
negotiable.  Position  now  available  —  Crestview  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  1300  Morrow.  Austin.  TX  78757 
(512)  451-1741. 

WANTED:  Director  ot  Education  to  work  in  a  740- 
member  church  of  moderately  conservative 
theology  Salary  —  $8,500  plus  furnished  house  (C/H, 
A/C,  3  BR.  brick) .  P.O  Box  28,  Mexia,  TX  76667  ! 

RETIRED?  Unique  Village  —  live  independently, 
inexpensively,  ranch  house.  Life  lease  *7,500  or  *75 
month,  plus  improvement  chargef,  modest  monthly 
fees.  Apartments,  too.  National  Church  Residences, 
Waverly,  Ohio.  45690. 

TWENTY -DAY  ADVENTURE  in  Christian  heritage 

beginning  July  14,  1980  —  Jordan,  Israel,  Greece, 
Vienna,  Salzburg,  Passion  Play,  Heidelberg, 
Copenhagen.  Call  Dodds  Bunch,  retired  pastor  of 
seven  conference  churches,  seasoned  world  traveler, 
(209  )  529-5087. 

MARYVILLE.  TENNESSEE:  First  United  Method¬ 

ist  Church,  membership  1250,  seeking  Director  of 
Christian  Education.  Community  of  approximately 
30.000  population  near  Great  Smoky  Mountain 
National  Park,  south  of  Knoxville  sixteen  miles. 
Duties  to  include  administration  and  supervision  of 
church  school  program,  to  initiate  additional 
educational  opportunities  for  all  ages,  to  act  as 
resource  person  for  educational  programs,  to  pro¬ 
vide  teacher  and  leadership  training,  with  special 
emphasis  on  youth  ministry.  Five  years  experience 
preferred  Salary  negotiable  Contact  Dr  Robert  R. 
Knoll,  c/o  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box 
473. 804  Montvale  Station  Rd.,  Maryville,  TN  37801. 

VERY  RARE  VOLUME!  1784  edition  "Sunday 
Services  of  Methodists  in  North  America,  and  Other 
Occasional  Services."  Encyclopedia  of  Methodism 
lists  only  four  other  known.  Condition  generally 
excellent.  Make  tentative  offer,  subject  to 
inspection.  Reply  TM/UMR,  Box  221076-AF,  Dallas, 

TX  75222. 

PASSION  PLAY,  departing  Sept  13,  I960,  16  days 
including  Switzerland,  Austria,  Germany. 
Thanksgiving  Holiday.  Puerta  Vallarte,  4  nites  Bess 
Loudermilk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas.  TX 75205. 

OBERAMMERGAU  and  Holy  Land  tour.  September 
1980  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Ira  B.  Allen,  tour  guide, 
thirty  vears  travel  experience,  1015  W.  Cedar  Ave., 
Redlands.  CA  92373. 

DR  JOHN  R  CHURCH’S  books  have  been 
reprinted.  For  information  on  the  21  titles,  write: 
John  S.  Oakley.  Box  J,  Denton,  NC  27239. 
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Racism  troubles  church  women 

Charter  encounters  problems ,  misunderstanding  on  several  levels 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  Ratification  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  (UMW)  new 
“Charter  of  Racial  Justice  Policies”  is 
running  into  some  problems  at  home,  a 
cross-section  of  the  organization’s 
leaders  reported  last  week. 

But,  during  the  course  of  a  national 
meeting  here,  even  greater  difficulties 
were  uncovered  as  attempts  were  made 
to  define  and  understand  “institutional 
racism.” 

Some  260  local,  district,  conference 
and  national  officers  representing  70  of 
the  church’s  73  annual,  conferences 
assembled  here  Aug.  17-24  for  the 
Women’s  Division  National  Seminar,  a 
major  event  held  once  every  four  years 
for  the  1.2  million  member  organization 
to  provide  training  and  surface  new 
concerns  and  directions. 

The  charter  —  which  is  the  third  one  to 
be  adopted  on  race  since  1952  —  was 
formally  presented  in  April  1978  at  the 
UMW  assembly  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
“Ratification”  is  a  two-step  process 

Satellite 

interview 

conducted 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LINCOLN,  Neb.  -  Four  World  Council 
of  Churches  (WCC)  officials  fielded 
questions  via  communications  satellite 
from  Geneva,  Switzerland,  for  United 
Methodist  Women  meeting  here  last 
week. 

Questions  on  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia, 
infant  formula  and  liberation  were 
among  those  asked  via  telephone  and 
answered  via  satellite  signal  to  video 
screens  in  Lincoln. 

“The  World  Council  heartily  welcomes 
the  new  negotiations  on  Zimbabwe,”  said 
Dr.  Nynan  Koshy,  executive  for  the 
International  Affairs  Committee.  He  said 
there  are  ‘‘possible  problems”  for  the 
negotiations  which  hope  to  bring  together 
all  of  the  parties  of  Zimbabwe:  (1) 
safeguards  for  minorities,  (2)  the 
executive  forces  and  “freedom  fighters” 
vs.  a  standing  army,  and  (3)  the  nature 
of  an  interim  administration. 

Dr.  Phillip  Potter,  head  executive  for 
the  WCC,  said  Britain  and  the 
Commonwealth  states  are  “now 
agreeing  with  the  WCC  position  since 
1977  that  there  could  be  no  settlement 
unless  all  parties  were  brought  together 
around  one  table.*' 

Asked  about)  the  controversial 
Programme  to  Combat  Racism,  Dr. 
Potter  said  it  was  begun  out  of  a  concern 
that  many  people  were  being  denied 
participation  in  their  society  and 
government  on  the  basis  of  race.  Beyond 
introducing  member  churches  to  the 
facts,  “solidarity  had  to  be  expressed  in 
concrete  terms.”  This  took  the  form  of 
direct  grants  to  groups  struggling  for 
their  rights. 

Dr.  Potter  said,  “We  know  it’s  bad  to 
be  racist  but  we  haven’t  gotten  to  the 
heart  of  it.”  One  of  the  reasons,  he  said, 
is  that  the  church  is  so  good  at  keeping 
“the  surface  smooth.”  Then  when  the 
WCC  forces  things  into  the  open,  member 
churches  don’t  know  how  to  live  with  it. 

“Conflict  can  help  if  we  allow  it  to  be 
creative  and  open.  We  cannot  talk  about 
resolving  conflicts  unless  we  are  willing 
to  go  into  the  middle  of  conflict  and  be  an 
agent  of  reconciliation.  Necessary 
ingredients  for  the  dialogue  are  absolute 
respect  for  each  other,  willingness  to 
listen  and  openness,”  the  general 
secretary  said. 

A  question  on  the  promotion  and 
marketing  practices  of  infant  formula 
companies  was  fielded  by  Nita  Barrow, 
director  of  the  Christian  Medical 
Commission.  She  said,  “We  are  trying  to 
monitor  what  is  happening  but  until  we 
have  an  open  forum  we  really  can’t  say  if 
companies  are  ( living  up  to  the  code  of 
ethics)  or  not.” 

The  satellite  transmission  cost  $7,800 
but  accomplished  several  purposes, 
according  to  Mia  Adjali,  UM  Women’s 
Division  staff  member.  The  experiment 
demonstrated  the  potential  of  world 
communications  as  well  as  bringing 
persons  from  around  the  world  to  the 
meeting  without  actually  paying  travel 
costs.  Each  of  the  WCC  officials 
represented  a  different  continent. 
Questions  were  asked  and  answered  in 
Spanish  for  the  Spanish-speaking 
participants  at  the  seminar.  A  video  tape 
of  the  interview  is  to  be  available  for 
local  church  use. 


scheduled  for  completion  in  conference, 
district  and  local  units  by  March  1,  1980, 
just  five  months  away.  The  first  step  is  to 
promise  to  work  on  the  goals  of  the 
charter.  The  second  step  is  for  units  to 
draw  up  specific  plans  for  “implemen¬ 
tation”  of  the  eight  goals. 

Fifty-seven  conference  units  have 
already  “ratified”  with  the  other  16  “in 
process,”  was  the  report  given  here. 
Forty-eight  conferences  also  had 
submitted  implementation  plans  which 
were  critiqued  by  a  human  relations 
expert  from  Atlanta. 

Plans  rated  'thin' 

Overall,  the  plans  were  rated  as  being 
“extremely  thin”  and  like  “a  limp 
handshake.” 

Jan  Douglass,  executive  director  of 
Atlanta’s  Community  Relations 
Commission  and  the  Committee  on  the 
Status  of  Women,  said  that  since  “the 
speed  of  the  boss  is  the  speed  of  the  crew, 
I’m  here  to  talk  to  you.” 

Reports  from  conferences  indicate, 
Ms.  Douglass  said,  that  United  Methodist 
Women  are  having  problems  supporting 
racial  quotas  in  the  church  and 
understanding  the  reasons  for  them. 

“The  purpose  of  quotas,”  she  said,  “is 
to  get  representation  from  every  sector 
and  remedy  past  injustices.  Cream  can’t 
always  rise  to  the  top  in  a  society  (and 
church)  as  divided  as  ours  is.” 

Complaints  that  quotas  “lower  our 
standards”  or  “defeat  the  purpose”  she 
said  deny  the  presence  of  leadership  in 
the  communities  of  people  of  color. 

However,  it  was  her  statement  that 
“all  whites  are  racists  and  people  of 
color  can’-t  be”  that  stung  many  white 
women  here  with  feelings  of  disillusion¬ 
ment,  hopelessness,  anger  and  denial. 

Lorraine  Bintz  of  Rolfe,  Iowa,  summed 

Energy  plan 
labelled 
‘a  disaster’ 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  President  Carter’s 
July  energy  proposals  to  reduce 
dependence  on  foreign  oil  imports  were 
labelled  “a  disaster”  here  last  week  by  a 
National  Council  of  Churches 
spokesperson. 

In  the  course  of  a  presentation  on  the 
theological  and  ethical  bases  developed 
by  the  National  Council’s  energy  policy, 
Chris  Cowap,  who  staffed  the  lengthy 
energy  study,  said  the  President’s  plan 
was  a  disaster. 

Later  in  an  interview  with  TM/UMR,  • 
Ms.  Cowap  said  she  found  a  disturbing  | 
“discontinuity”  between  the  President’s 
first  speech  and  the  subsequent  energy 
proposals.  She  summed  it  up  this  way: 
the  first  speech  called  on  Americans  to 
sacrifice  and  conserve.  But  the  proposals 
that  followed  imply  that  Americans  can 
just  go  on  and  use  energy  as  always 
because  they  will  be  bailed  out  by 
technology  and  synthetic  fuels. 

Spelling  out  specific  objections,  Ms. 
Cowap  said  the  President’s  proposals: 

•  Are  “unrealistic”  in  not  tackling  the 
problem  of  “fat”  in  U.S.  energy  usage; 

•  Put  the  emphasis  on  research  into 
synthetic  fuels  instead  of  into  energy 
efficiency  both  for  domestic  and 
industrial  uses; 

•  Assume  a  “natural  and  automatic” 
linkage  between  national  economic 
health  and  increased  energy 
consumption ; 

•  Throw  out  hard  won  reforms  in 
citizen  participation  in  government  and 
environmental  standards  with  the 
proposed  creation  of  special  agencies  ; 

•  Fail  to  decontrol  oil  prices. 

The  ecumenical  staff  member  said  the 
President  has  paid  “lip  service”  to 
conservation  but  has  not  emphasized  it. 
Others  in  Congress,  she  believes,  are 
more  realistic  in  proposing  a  heavy 
emphasis  on  conservation  and  energy 
efficiency  through  loans,  grants  and 
accelerated  research. 

A  member  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  governing  board,  Dr.  George 
Outen,  was  asked  by  TM/UMR  to 
comment  on  Ms.  Cowap’s  analysis  that 
the  proposals  were  “a  disaster.”  Dr. 
Outen  is  the  top  executive  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  was  a  member  of  the 
National  Council’s  energy  study 
committee. 

Dr.  Outen  said  he  would  add 
reservations  about  increased  use  of 
nuclear  energy  to  the  list,  but  that  “the 
real  disaster”  may  be  the  inability  of  the 
President  to  get  any  significant  energy 
legislation  through  Congress. 


up  the  feelings  of  many  when  she  said,  “I 
just  don’t  like  to  hear  everybody  labelled 
a  racist  when  I  know  how  hard  so  many 
have  worked  for  racial  justice.” 

Part  of  the  problem  is  understanding 
how  “institutional  racism”  works,  said 
Peggy  Billings,  New  York,  top  executive 
for  the  Christian  Social  Relations  section 
of  United  Methodist  Women. 

While  many  women  here  feel  they  are 
being  attacked  as  prejudiced  —  which 
many  probably  are  not.  she  said  — 
“racism”  is  more  than  overt  prejudice, 
Ms.  Billings  explained. 

Racism  is  sometimes  defined  as 
“prejudice  plus  power.”  Whether  or  not 
we  are  personally  prejudiced,  we  still  are 
involved  in  racism  because  whites 
participate  in  and  reap  the  benefits  of 
institutions  and  social  structures 
controlled  by  whites,  Ms.  Billings  said. 
“I  don’t  fully  understand  myself  how 
people  with  the  best  intentions  can 
participate  in  systems  that  oppress 
others.” 

Gains  not  denied 

She  said,  “To  say  racism  still  exists  is 
not  to  deny  the  gains  already  made,  but 
we  must  push  on  to  discover  deeper 
dimensions  of  inclusiveness.  The  new 
charter  addresses  institutional  racism 
directly  —  not  merely  interpersonal 
relations.  That’s  why  it  is  needed.” 

Ms.  Douglass  offered  a  three-part 
definition  of  racism:  “Racism  is:  (1)  the 
exploitation  of  people  based  on  race,  in 
which  (2)  one  race  is  deemed  superior 
over  another,  and  (3)  a  double-standard 
or  dualism  is  applied  in  social  policies.” 
Holding  all  of  this  in  place  is  the  element 
of  power  one  race  must  have  over  the 
others  to  maintain  their  position  through 
structures  and  institutions.  Because 
people  of  color  do  not  have  the  power,  it 
is  literally  impossible  for  them  to  be 
racist,  she  said. 

“Institutions  perpetuate  racism 
beyond  our  individual  desires  and  whites 
receive  the  economic,  social  and 
psychological  benefits  —  regardless  of 
their  personal  attitudes. 

“Racism  is  a  white  problem,  but 
whites  don’t  want  to  deal  with  the  history 
of  racism  in  this  country  and  take 
individual  responsibility  for  it,”  she  said. 

Learn  true  history 

Offering  some  suggestions  for  beefing 
up  annual  conference  UMW  promises  to 
fulfill  the  charter  goals,  Ms.  Douglass 
said  they  should  focus  on  systems, 
attitudes  and  power  relations  that  must 
be  changed,  develop  a  history  pointing 


out  the  racism  of  the  church  and  learn 
the  true  history  of  oppression  —  for 
starters. 

Other  suggestions  were  to  "take 
serious  time”  to  study  varied  cultures 
and  their  contributions  beyond  just 
“show  and  tell,”  set  goals  for  efforts  and 
reach  out  to  ethnic  communities  with 
more  than  just  a  “limp  handshake"  or 
pleasant  smile. 

When  there  is  white  resistance, 
analyze  it  instead  of  hiding  it.  she 
advised.  “We  must  identify  the  problems 
in  order  even  to  struggle  with  solutions.” 

Ms.  Douglass  told  the  75  United 
Methodist  ethnic  minority  women  here  at 
the  seminar  that  while  the  burden  of  the 
task  must  be  carried  by  whites,  their 
responsibility  is  to  throw  off  the  racist 
assumptions  laid  on  them  historically  by 
becoming  better  informed  about  their 
own  cultural  roots  and  history. 

Leaders  reported  that  several  other 
areas  of  resistance  to  the  charter 
cropping  up  among  local  and  district 
units  are  over  support  for  the  United 
Nations  and  its  Human  Rights  Covenants 
and  for  “liberation”  struggles. 


OBERLIN,  Ohio  —  John  and  Nancy  Benjamin  Sipes  as  the  "Icon  Players”  use 
Corporal  Mime  techniques  to  depict  biblical  scenes  ranging  from  the  dawn  of  creation 
to  Jacob’s  wrestling  with  the  angel,  and  angels  recounting  the  crucifixion  and 
resurrection  of  Christ.  The  Sipes  were  instructors  in  the  Clown.  Mime.  Puppet  and 
Dance  Ministry  Workshop  held  here  (see  articles  below). 
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Help  for  churches  ‘at  hand’ 


Serious ,  fun  ministries  explored 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

OBERLIN,  Ohio  —  A  serious  —  and  fun 
—  study  of  using  various  talents  in 
Christian  ministry  was  shared  by 
approximately  275  participants  in  the 
Second  National  Clown,  Mime,  Puppet 
and  Dance  Ministry  Workshop  Aug.  19-25 
at  Oberlin  College.  Sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  the  event 
drew  students  and  instructors  from  a 
number  of  denominations. 

“For  too  long  we’ve  been  looking  at 
Jesus  the  divine  —  which  is  okay  because 
he  was  —  but  he  was  human,  too,”  said  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest  who  led  a  session 
on  the  humor  and  humanity  of  Jesus.  The 
Rev.  Dave  Mura  added  that  the 
humanity  of  Jesus  is  generally  pointed 
out  through  his  suffering,  but  other 
elements  of  his  humanity  also  need  to  be 
emphasized.  Fr.  Mura  stressed  that 
people  should  relate  to  the  joy,  as  well  as 
suffering,  of  Jesus,  and  this  can  be  done 
readily  through  puppet,  mime,  clown  and 
dance  ministries. 

“If  puppets  turn  people  on,  why  not  let 
them  turn  them  on  to  God?”  he  asked. 


Options  added  to  major 
new  pensions  proposals 


BOSTON  (UMC)  -  With  the  addition 
of  several  optional  features  for  both 
annual  conferences  and  individuals,  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  General 
Board  of  Pensions  completed  work  here 
Aug.  22  on  proposals  for  a  wide-ranging 
redesign  of  the  pensions  system  for  the 
denomination’s  clergy. 

Enabling  legislation  now  will  be 
proposed  to  the  1980  General  Conference. 
If  approved  by  that  body,  it  will  mark  the 
first  major  revision  in  the  church’s 
clergy  pensions  program  in  50  years. 

When  the  new  plan  was  unveiled  in 
February,  Roger  G.  Roberts,  Wheeling. 
W.  Va.,  chairman  of  the  25-member  task 
force  which  developed  the  proposals  said 
they  were  designed  to  be  denomination¬ 
wide  and  all  inclusive;  improve  the  level 
of  benefits;  and  deal  with  the  issue  of 
rapidly-increasing  unfunded  liability  in 
the  present  system. 

Despite  steady  increases  in  the  market 
value  of  assets  managed  by  the  board, 
and  major  fund  campaigns  in  a  number 
of  annual  conferences,  the  unfunded 
liability  for  clergy  pensions  has 
continued  to  climb  and  now  exceeds  $542 
million. 

Since  February  the  proposals  have 
been  under  scrutiny  by  annual 
conferences  and  other  interested 
churchpersons. 

“Some  conferences  felt  we  were  taking 
power  away  from  them.”  said  Bishop 
Alsie  H.  Carleton  of  Albuquerque,  N.M., 
president  of  the  Board  of  Pensions. 
“These  options  (adopted  at  the  Boston 
meeting)  are  in  response  to  the  concerns 
brought  to  us  by  the  church  at  large.” 

One  of  the  major  optional  features 
added  here  would  allow  an  annual 
conference  considerable  latitude  in  how. 
during  the  first  eight  years  of  the  plan, 
money  is  paid  into  an  individual’s 
pension  account.  It  could  be  a  fixed 
percentage  paid  by  the  individual 
congregation;  it  could  be  a  system  of 


Peop]  he  news . . . 


Allen  J.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Moore 


Two  heads  better  than  one 
Allen  J.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Moore  say  they  may  be  the 
first  couple  to  serve  in  the  same  department  on  the  faculty 
of  any  seminary  in  the  nation  (left  photo).  He  has  taught 
Christian  education  at  the  United  Methodist-related  School 
of  Theology  at  Claremont  (Calif.)  since  1963,  and  Mrs. 
Moore,  a  diaconal  minister,  recently  has  been  appointed  an 
instructor  in  Christian  education  there. 


Laundromat  evangelism 

The  theory  is  that  people  in  laundromats  are  bored  and 
will  read  anything  in  sight.  So  the  Rev.  Larry  Ousley, 
pastor  at  St.  Marks  UMC  in  Chattanooga,  began  putting 
leaflets  about  his  church  in  a  nearby  laundromat.  When 
people  started  showing  up  at  church  because  they  had  read 
those  leaflets,  the  church  began  posting  them  in  every 
laundromat  in  the  north  end  of  town.  It  may  not  be  as 
elaborate  as  “visitation  evangelism,”  but  “laundromat 
evangelism”  can  produce  results,  he  says. 


apportionments  by  the  annual 
conference  to  local  churches  as  at 
present  ;  or  it  could  be  some  other  system 
devised  by  a  particular  conference  so 
long  as  the  amount  credited  to  each 
individual’s  account  equaled  the  fixed 
percentage  of  the  average 
denominational  compensation. 

Another  set  of  options  added  here 
relate  to  a  feature  in  the  plan  which 
would  allow  a  local  church  so  desiring  to 
pay  into  their  pastor’s  account  up  to  50 
percent  more  than  the  amount  based  on 
the  denominational  average 
compensation. 

Other  options  added  here  relate  to  the 
rate  at  which  benefits  would  be  increased 
from  year  to  year,  and  to  an  individual’s 
selection  of  the  rate  at  which  benfits  will 
be  received  upon  retirement. 

The  proposed  new  plan  is  expected  to 
increase  by  about  25  percent  the  benefits 
earned  after  1982.  The  denomination’s 
present  benefits  sank  at  the  bottom 
among  the  nation’s  15  largest 
denominations,  according  to  a  recent 
survey. 

Cyclist  promised 
trip  home 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

FONTANA,  Calif.  -  A  United 
Methodist  college  student  from  here  who 
read  that  a  Kentuckian  was  riding  a 
bicycle  across  the  country  to  raise 
money  to  rebuild  his  local  church  but 
would  be  stranded  when  he  got  to  the 
West  Coast  has  announced  that  he  would 
get  the  cyclist  home. 

Jeff  Gordon-Moseley,  a  student  at 
Chapman  College,  read  an  article  in 
TM/UMR  (Aug.  10  edition)  about  the 
efforts  of  Grant  Hays  to  raise  money  to 
rebuild  Centenary  UMC  in  Shelbyville, 
Ky.,  by  bicycling  6,000  miles  across  the 
country. 

“He  says  he  has  no  way  to  get  back 
from  San  Diego  after  he  completes  his 
trip,"  Mr.  Moseley  told  TM/UMR.  “Well, 
if  Grant  Hays  is  willing  to  ride  a  bicycle 
all  the  way  across  the  country  for  his 
church.  I’m  willing  to  raise  money  to  get 
him  back  home.” 


PRAYER  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

Compiled  by 
Lyman  Blanks 

A  book  ot  prayers  lor  people  of  all  ages 
Includes  the  prayers 

GOOS  COMFORT  IN  MY  SORROW" 

GOD  ALWAYS  ANSWERS  PRAYER- 
THANKING  GOO  FOR 
HIS  BLESSING  ON  YOU" 

GOO  WILL  HELP  ME  TO  OVERCOME 
BAD  HABITS 

GOO  WILL  GUIDE  ANO  PROTECT 
THOSE  I  LOVE 

A  total  of  Forty  prayers  lor  you r  cOmtort 
Read  all  of  these  forty  beautiful  prayers  and 
reread  them  many  times  to  see  for  yourself 
how  very,  very  much  they  can  mean  to  you 
Send  check  or  money  order  for  $3  00 
plus  15c  state  tan  to 
B  "  Publishing  Inc 

PO  Bo*  224324  Dallas.  Te*as  75264 
Allow  3  weeks  for  book  to  be  delivered 


“Mime  is  a  silent  message  —  why  not  use 
it  to  give  the  silent  message  of  God?  The 
clown  is  a  ‘holy  fool’  that  puts  people  up 
when  they  need  to  be  held  up  and  brings 
them  down  when  they  need  to  be  brought 
down.  In  dance,  you  are  using  your  body, 
the  rhythm  God  has  given  you  —  putting 
them  together  and  offering  them  to  the 
Lord.  We’re  using  the  talents  and 
abilities  God  has  given  us  for  his 
ministry.” 

Resources  for  such  ministries  are  often 
right  at  hand,  according  to  the  Rev.  Bill 
Burdick,  minister  of  adult  and  family 
ministries  at  Christ  UMC  in  Bethel  Park, 
Pa.,  a  member  of  the  workshop's  design 
team  who  is  involved  in  clown  ministry. 

Mr.  Burdick  cited  drama  teachers, 
Shriners’  groups  and  workshops  as 
possible  resources  for  local  churches.  He 
mentioned  that  tapes  on  theology, 
techniques,  makeup  and  pastoral  use  of 
clowning  are  available  through  him  or 
United  Methodist  Communications.  Mr. 
Burdick  added  that  publications  on 
clowning  and  the  other  areas  explored  at 
the  workshop  are  offered  through 
various  organizations  relating  to  those 
arts. 

“I  think  the  resource  that’s  most 
readily  available  is  that  of  any 
community.  They  don’t  need 
professionals  to  come  in  and  do  it  for 
them.  Look  at  the  high  school  magician, 
the  juggler,  the  cheerleader,  the  person 
in  the  senior  class  play  —  all  of  these 
people  are  resources.”  Mr.  Burdick  said 
if  a  person  can  use  any  of  these  arts  to 
“transport  people  just  once  into  caring, 
out  of  the  pain  .  .  .  once  you’ve  done  it, 
there  is  no  facet  of  church  life  where  you 


won’t  be  doing  it.” 

The  hope,  happiness  and  affirmation  of 
life  are  necessary  parts  of  the  church’s 
function,  according  to  the  Rev.  Bill 
Peckham.  a  UM  minister  serving  as 
executive  director  of  Contact  Ministries 
in  Springfield,  Ill.  Mr  Peckham,  who 
served  as  a  workshop  instructor  on 
clowning,  said  it  is  a  ministry  which  is 
very  “person-oriented.” 

“Clowning  is  a  vehicle,  a  channel,  an 
opportunity  for  ministry,”  he  said.  The 
primary  emphasis  of  the  clown  ministry 
is  person-to-person,  although  he  said 
clowns  may  be  used  in  worship  “where 
they  can  help  people  to  focus  on  God.” 

Mr.  Peckham  recounted  the  story  of  a 
Christmas  trip  to  a  nursing  home  by  a 
youth  group  accustomed  to  making  such 
trips  as  clowns,  but  this  time  in  regular 
street  dress.  After  a  brief  bit  of  caroling, 
the  group  split  up  and  flocked  to  various 
parts  of  the  nursing  home,  where  they 
were  in  rooms  talking  with  residents,  or 
simply  sitting  on  the  floor  in  the  visiting 
area,  holding  residents’  hands. 

“They  said  ‘Anyone  can  stand  up  here 
and  sing  —  we  want  to  be  with  them,’  ” 
Mr.  Peckham  said.  “They  leartied  it  is 
not  enough  just  to  love  and  be  loved,  but 
to  act  it  out  in  a  specific  way.  If  there  is 
one  word  that  is  fundamental  to  pastoral 
clowning,  it  is  ‘touch,’  ”  he  said. 

“I  am  not  saying  all  pastors  should  be 
clowns,  but  if  I  had  the  power.  I  would 
require  every  seminarian  to  be  a  clown 
for  two  days  before  graduating.  It  would 
knock  out  pretentious  images  that  we  so 
readily  accept,  and  in  two  days  on  the 
street  as  clowns,  they  would  learn  a  new 
way  of  relating  to  people.” 


‘Clownseling’  therapy 
serves  special  needs 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

OBERLIN,  Ohio  —  People  with  special 
needs  —  such  as  the  handicapped  or 
those  dealing  with  emotional  problems  — 
often  find  clowning,  puppetry  and  dance 
to  be  therapeutic,  according  to  a  number 
of  participants  in  the  Second  National 
Clown,  Mime,  Puppetry  and  Dance 
Ministry  Workshop  held  here  at  Oberlin 
College  last  week. 

A  unique  method  of  therapy  called 
“clownseling”  is  practiced  by  the  Rev. 
Frank  Mossman,  who  explained  he 
initiated  it  in  his  psychotherapy  work  for 
the  Lutheran  Social  Service  of  Minnesota. 
During  the  past  two  years,  Mr.  Mossman 
has  donned  clown  makeup  along  with 
some  of  his  patients  to  engage  in 
nonverbal  clowning  as  part  of  their 
therapy. 

This  therapy,  combined  with  Gestalt 
and  muscle  therapy,  drew  a  catatonic 
woman  into  movement  and  interaction  — 
as  a  clown  —  in  a  shopping  center.  Two 
years  later,  she  now  holds  a  job  and  is 
described  by  Mr.  Mossman  as  a 
“vibrant”  personality.  Other  uses  of 
“clownseling”  have  included  enabling 
members  of  single-parent  families  to 
view  one  another  in  new  ways. 

Mr.  Mossman  said  people  often  find 
themselves  “stuck”  but  that  the  clown 
serves  as  “an  interrupter  of  what  is 
happening.  Then  the  clown  walks  off  and 
leaves  the  people  free.”  He  said 
therapists  too  often  base  their  approach 
on  what  is  wrong  rather  than  what  is 
right.  In  working  with  people  with 


special  emotional  and  physical  needs,  he 
said,  he  has  found  exaggeration  of 
seeming  disadvantages  could  be  turned 
to  advantage  —  such  as  a  handicapped 
person  who  can  turn  a  distorted  face  into 
a  striking  clown  face. 

George  Latshaw,  acclaimed  puppeteer 
who  has  been  working  with  education 
programs  for  the  handicapped  through 
the  National  Committee  on  Arts  for  the 
Handicapped,  said  the  challenge  is  to 
find  the  handicapped  person’s  abilities, 
rather  than  disabilities.  He  added  that 
the  use  of  the  arts,  such  as  puppets, 
enables  people  to  change  their  images.  A; 
youngster  who  could  not  walk,  fori 
instance,  used  a  finger-puppet  to  tap-} 
dance.  A  friend  of  Mr.  Latshaw’s} 
developed  a  harness  puppet  that  deaf, 
children  could  wear  like  a  shirt  and  sign 
with  their  puppet  fingers.  He  pointed  out 
that  blind  children  like  to  feel  and  cuddle 
puppets. 

“We  attempt  to  incorporate  the 
disability  into  the  performance  —  to 
capitalize  on  it  as  an  asset,”  he  said.  ’ 

Suzy  Wood,  who  served  as  a  workshop 
instructor  for  dance,  said  she  has  found 
dance  therapy  useful  particularly  id 
working  with  people  with  emotional  and 
mental  problems. 

Dale  Woodward,  Australia^ 
entertainer  and  teacher  said  he  ha$ 
found,  in  working  with  children,  that  “j 
must  be  at  their  level  mentally} 
spiritually  and  physically.  First  of  all- 
you  have  to  make  sure  you  understand 
what  these  kids  need  and  be  flexible  td 
work  around  those  needs.” 


JOIN  DOUG  OLDHAM 

FOR  A  WEEK  OF  PRAISE  AND  CONCERTS 
ON  THE  CARIBBEAN  HAPPINESS  CRUISE 


Planned  lor  Christian  people,  we  re  taking 
the  whole  ship  for  fellowship,  spiritual  high 
lights  and  missions  exposure.  Special  events 
are  planned  in  Jamoica.  Haiti  ond  the  Dom¬ 
inican  Republic  aboard  the  Caribe  from  $750 
to  $850 

January  12  19.  1980 


For  more  information  write 
Project  Par  tner  wilh  Christ 
1506  E  Lewis  Wichita  KS  67211 
Phone  316  263  9151 
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Baptist  says  II M  church 
school  needs  ‘change’ 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  -  The  United  Methodist 
Church  may  need  a  "Sunday  School 
repentance,"  a  fundamentalist  Baptist 
Sunday  School  consultant  told  UM 
education  and  evangelism  leaders  here 
last  week. 

Repentance  means  "change  of  mind," 
said  Elmer  Towns,  author,  consultant 
and  staff  member  of  Thomas  Road 
Baptist  Church  in  Lynchburg,  Va.,  an 
independent,  fundamentalist  Baptist 
church  which  has  a  weekly  Sunday 
School  attendance  of  more  than  8,000 
people.  If  the  UMC  wants  to  increase  its 
church  attendance.  Dr.  Towns  said,  "you 
need  to  change  your  mind  about  the 
Sunday  School  and  add  a  strong  plank  of 
evangelism  to  the  platform,  for  the 
Sunday  School’s  purpose  is  reaching, 

'  teaching  and  winning  people  to  Christ." 

•  The  Baptist  leader  also  made  several 
other  suggestions  to  the  “Consultation  on 
Church  School  Growth"  sponsored  by  the 
UM  Board  of  Discipleship,  Aug.  20-22. 
Noting  that  1980  is  the  200th  anniversary 
of  the  Sunday  School,  Dr.  Towns  said  the 
UMC  probably  doesn’t  need  a  "historical 
celebration  of  the  event  but  an  entire 
year  of  the  Sunday  School  when 
everything  you  do  points  to  the  Sunday 
School."  He  also  urged  a  "return  to  the 
basics— Bible  explanation  and  indoctri¬ 
nation." 

The  consultation  was  called  to  aid  UM 
board  and  staff  members  in  planning  the 
denomination’s  emphasis  and  program 
on  the  church  school  for  the  next 
quadrennium. 

Factors  listed 

Among  the  points  emphasized  by 
several  speakers  were:  ( 1 )  As  the  church 
school  goes,  so  goes  the  church;  (2) 
Church  school  average  attendance  is  a 
predictor  of  the  size  of  membership  for  a 
congregation;  (3)  Increasing  the  number 
of  classes  will  increase  the  church  school 
average  attendance;  (4)  Churches  grow 
to  the  extent  they  can  develop  and 
maintain  small,  face-to-face  groups;  (5) 
No  amount  of  advertising  or  teaching 
techniques  will  maintain  growth  unless 
the  needs  of  people  are  being  met;  and 
(6)  The  size  of  the  local  church 
membership  is  not  determined  by  the 
size  of  the  community  but  rather  by  what 
the  congregation  decides  to  do  with  its 
ministry. 

In  a  paper  presented  by  the  Rev. 
Richard  A.  Meyers  of  Indianapolis, 
factors  were  listed  that  restrict  church 
school  growth.  Dr.  Meyers,  a  UM 
minister  who  as  a  religious  sociologist 
and  church  consultant  has  analyzed 
more  than  15,000  congregations  during 
the.  past  31  years,  included  these 
restrictive  factors : 

*  "A  closure  trigger"— Every  group 
has  a  si2£  limit  beyond  which  that  group 
will  not  grow  without  the  introduction  of 
new  factors  that  enable  the  group  to 
associate  under  new  circumstances,  he 
said.  A  class  for  first  and  second  graders, 
for  instance,  will  level  off  with  an 
average  attendance  of  about  six  to  eight 
pupils.  Add  a  second  teacher,  which 
changes  the  circumstances  and  the 
attendance  will  increase  to  nine  to  11. 


CINCINNATI— Not  all  of  the  starry- 
eyed,  hand-holding  couples  on  the 
University  of  Cincinnati  campus  the 
weekend  of  August  10-12  were  college 
sweethearts.  Thirty  of  them  were 
married  couples  from  more  than  a  dozen 
states,  participants  in  the  fourth  annual 
national  convention  of  Marriage 
Enrichment,  Inc. 

Marriage  Enrichment  is  a  burgeoning 
program  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  So  far 
more  than  10,000  couples  in  30  states  have 
participated  in  this  program,  which  uses 
retreat-type  weekend  settings  to  help 
couples  strengthen  their  marriages  and 
develop  communications  skills 

Marriage  Enrichment  is  separate  from 
Marriage  Encounter,  recently  reported 
by  TM/UMR,  July  6.  (Marriage  Encoun¬ 
ter  began  in  the  Rorrn  n  Catholic  Church 
but  now  has  a  UM  expression  which  is 
also  related  to  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Discipleship.) 

The  participants  in  the  Cincinnati 
convention  were  representative  of  the  166 
couples  nationally  who  provide  the 
small-group  leadership  that  is  the  core  of 


Divide  the  class  into  one  for  first  graders 
and  one  for  second— another  new 
factor— and  the  first  grade  will  average 
six  or  seven  and  the  second  will  average 
seven  to  nine— a  total  of  13  to  16,  twice  as 
many  as  the  one  class  with  one  teacher. 
The  closure  trigger  is  higher  for  older 
groups,  he  said. 

•  space  —  Pre-schoolejrs  and 
elementary  school  pupils  are  especially 
sensitive  to  small  rooms.  Dr.  Meyers 
said,  and  it’s  better  to  have  larger  rooms 
even  if  more  than  one  class  must  be 
placed  in  the  same  room. 

•  rotating  teachers— The  plan  of 
rotating  teachers  so  that  ehch  teacher 
may  have  one  or  more  "Sundays  off"  is 
an  "attendance  reducer,”  he  stated. 

•  lower  levels  of  congregational 
leadership— “The  Council  on  Ministries 
may  prepare  a  time-table  when  new 
groups  are  to  be  formed.  But  if  a 
children’s  coordinator  says  that  a  new 
first  grade  class  cannot  be  started 
because  there  won’t  be  enough  children 
left  for  the  second  grade  class  ( from  the 
presently  combined  first  and  second 
grade  class) ,  either  there  won’t  be  a  new 
first  grade  class  or  there  has  to  be  a  new 
coordinator.  Usually  there  won’t  be  a 
new  class  and  that  is  how  the  church 
school  stays  right  where  it  is— or 
declines." 

•  conversation  groups  at  class 
meetings— While  socializing  among 
friends  is  one  of  the  strengths  of  group 
structure.  Dr.  Meyers  also  pointed  out 
that  it  can  be  a  deterrent  to  reaching 
newcomers  because  they  feel  left  out  as 
the  old  members  are  busy  talking  to 
other  old  members. 

•  the  minister— Many  pastors  do  not 
understand  the  dynamics  of  program 
administration  and  often  feel;  threatened 
by  the  group’s  loyalty  to  a  sub-group  in 
the  church,  he  said. 

•the  annual  conference-^A  problem 
center  for  expansion  lies  often  with  the 
annual  conference  which  optimistically 
sets  goals  that  are  all  out  of  proportion  to 
results.  He  cited  one  conference  in  the 
Midwest  in  which  the  division  on 
education  claimed  that  "careful  plans" 
had  taken  place  to  insure  that  the  UMC’s 
"Decision  Point:  Church  School" 
program  would  be  worked  by  local 
churches.  During  that  same  period  of 
such  "careful  planning,"  Dr.  Meyers 
said,  the  evangelism  division  reported 
the  church  school  attendance  had 
declined  25  percent.  "Nero  fiddles  while 
Rome  burns.”  he  added. 

Note  of  hope 

A  note  of  hope  was  offered  by  Dr.  Allan 
W.  Wicker,  psychology  professor  at 
Claremont  (Calif.)  Graduate  School,  in 
bis  summary  of  the  meeting.  He 
admitted  he  had  been  pessimistic  in  his 
presentation  of  the  ability  of  any  large 
organization  such  as  the  church  to 
change.  “But  I  detect  some  signs  of 
health  in  this  body,"  he  said. 

"You  are  being  attentive  and  open  to 
outside  groups  and  ideas."  Dr.  Wicker 
told  the  participants.  "It’s  a  good 
attitude  and  approach  when  a  group  can 
ask  not  only  ‘How  can  we  do  better  than 
what  we’re  doing?’  but  also  ask  ‘Is  what 
we’re  doing  worth  doing?  ’  ’’ 


the  Marriage  Enrichment  program  and 
of  the  dozens  of  other  couples  who 
provide  volunteer  support  services  for 
the  Marriage  Enrichment  ministry. 

Two  actions  of  the  convention  marked 
the  growth  of  the  program.  A  $500  seed- 
money  grant  was  voted  for  expansion  of 
Marriage  Enrichment  in  the  Louisville, 
Ky.— Southern  Indiana  area  and  a 
similar  grant  to  the  Northern  California 
area,  made  earlier  in  the  summer,  was 
formally  affirmed. 

Both  founders  of  Marriage 
Enrichment,  Atlanta  psychologist  Dr. 
Carl  Clarke  and  nationally  known 
inspirational  speaker  and  author 
Virginia  Law  Shell,  played  key  roles  in 
the  convention  program,  as  did  Earl 
Barfoot  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  national 
director  of  Marriage  Enrichment  for  the 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  convention  set  as  a  goal  for  the 
coming  year  further  expansion  of 
Marriage  Enrichment  through  the 
development  of  better  promotional 
techniques,  including  the  development  of 
an  information  booklet  for  national  use 
and  the  preparation  of  press  kits. 


NORTH  POLE— Standing  at  the  North 
Pole  where  he  led  a  brief  prayer  service 
April  6  is  Dr.  Gale  J.  Raymond,  member 
of  Memorial  Drive  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston.  A  member  of  the 
Wheeler  Expedition,  Dr.  Raymond  and 
party  arrived  here  in  minus  38  degree 
Celsius  weather  for  research.  One 
Jewish  expedition  member  told  him, 
"Here  I  am,  the  first  Jew  ever  to  stand  at 
the  North  Pole  and  darned  if  I  don’t  find 
myself  in  a  Protestant  prayer  service." 

G.  J.  RAYMOND  PHOTO 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  need  to  start 
new  congregations  is  said  to  be  the 
Number  One  problem  facing  the  United 
Methodist  Church  by  a  number  of  church 
leaders  in  America.  Addressing  that 
problem  in  a  recently  published  book 
entitled,  "The  Contagious  Congregation," 
is  the  Rev.  George  C.  Hunter  HI, 
evangelism  executive  for  the  denom¬ 
ination's  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  TM/UMR  asked  Dr.  Hunter  last 
week  about  some  of  the  ideas  he 
proposed  in  his  book. 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

Q.  Why  is  starting  new  congregations 
the  Number  One  issue  facing  our 
denomination? 

A.  You  can’t  reach  and  hold  people  if 
there’s  no  congregation  culturally  or 
geographically  near  them.  A  new 
congregation  is  part  of  the  outreach 
mission  of  the  church.  And  we  United 
Methodists  have  forgotten  how  to 
evangelize  in  this  generation.  Other 
legitimate  concerns  in  the  church’s 
mission  have  blocked  us  from  raising  to 
center  stage  the  heart  of  the  Lord’s 
command  to  reach  people.  An  example  is 
in  the  area  of  church  extension  where 
many  annual  conferences  have  started 
so  few  new  congregations,  or  none  at  all 
in  the  last  decade,  that  they  now  confess 
they  have  little  idea  how  to  go  about  it. 

Q.  Is  the  UMC  making  any  progress  in 
starting  new  congregations? 

A.  We  are  making  a  slight  headway.  In 
1976  we  started  21  new  congregations; 
in  1977  ,  45;  and  last  year.  42.  By 
comparison,  the  Southern  Baptists 
started  more  than  800  a  year;  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  a  tiny 
denomination,  starts  as  many  as  we  do; 
and  the  Assembly  of  God  begins  five  or 
six  times  as  many  as  we  do. 

Q.  How  many  should  the  UMC  start 
each  year? 

A.  A  number  of  leaders  have  pointed 
out  that  with  the  mobility  of  our  present 
population,  the  rise  of  new  communities 
and  the  influx  of  receptive  ethnic 
populations,  particularly  Hispanic  and 
Asian,  the  UMC  could  start  each  year  450 
new  thriving  congregations. 

Q.  Dr.  Hunter,  doesn’t  starting  up  new 
congregations  cost  a  considerable 
amount  of  money? 

A.  Yes,  but  we  have  let  those  up-front 
costs  intimidate  us.  It  takes  between 
$2 50, 000- $300,000  to  purchase  property, 
construct  the  first  unit,  pay  the  pastor’s 
salary,  etc.  Yet  we  ought  to  see  the 
expenditure  not  as  a  cost  but  as  a  wise 
investment.  The  returns  to  the 
denomination  would  be  far  greater  than 
if  we  took  the  money  and  put  it  in  C.D.s 
(certificate  of  deposit).  And  another 
thing,  we  ought  to  rediscover  other 
models  for  starting  new  churches. 


EL  PASO,  Texas  —  Mary  Sue  Mosely 
at  83  vears  old  still  is  sharing  the  talents 
which  she  says  God  gave  her  with  the 
members  of  Ysleta  United  Methodist 
Church  here.  She  recently  presented  her 
interpretation  of  "the  woman  at  the 
well"  in  a  morning  worship  service,  with 
the  help  of  the  choir.  Mrs.  Moseley  made 
her  costume  and  created  the  movements 
which  graphically  depicted  for  all 
present  the  meaning  of  the  song  "Fill  My 
Cup,  Lord." 
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worship  and  we  need  not  indulge  in 
cultural  imperialism. 

Q.  What,  then,  is  your  definition  of 
evangelism? 

A.  It  is  what  the  church  does 
intentionally  to  share  the  great  news  and 
make  new  Christian  disciples.  By 
disciples,  I  mean:  (1)  actual  followers  of 
Jesus  Christ,  seeking  His  will  for  their 
lives  and  world;  and  (2)  people 
incorporated  into  the  Body  of  Christ  and 
found  in  its  fellowship  and  service  as 
recorded  in  Acts  2:42.  The  church  is  one 
of  our  mission  fields  in  that  we  have 
achieved  that  second  category  but  not 
the  first. 

Q.  You  mean  that  the  church  is  its  own 
best  mission  field? 

A.  Not  exactly.  It’s  even  greater  out 
beyond  the  walls  of  the  church.  In  Ameri¬ 
ca  160  million  people  are  not  in  either 
category  one  or  two  that  I  mentioned. 
Our  nation  is  the  largest  mission  field  in 
the  Western  Hemisphere.  And, 
unfortunately,  the  UMC  does  not 
understand  itself  to  be  a  mission  church 
in  a  mission  land.  Instead  we  think  of 
ourselves  as  a  Christian  institution  in  a 
more  or  less  Christian  land. 

Q.  You  describe  most  of  this  mass  of 
Americans  in  your  book  as  "secular." 


WEST  COVINA.  Calif.  -  Running  with 
a  desire  to  help  his  church,  Mark 
Trimble,  18,  completes  a  500-mile-plus 
run  from  Manchester  Beach  to  here.  He 
raised  $3,000  for  Covina  UMC’s  local, 
national  and  global  ministries  from 
people  who  pledged  money  for  every 
mile  he  ran.  He  jogged  for  21  days  and 
averaged  25  miles  per  day.  Although  the 
run  was  tougher  than  he  expected,  he  did 
not  quit  because  he  was  "committed  to  the 
church  and  I  got  a  lot  of  help  from  God." 

CIRCUIT  WEST  UMR  PHOTO 


Are  secular  people  religious? 

A.  Yes,  in  a  broad  sense.  They  are 
religious  in  the  sense  that  all  people 
attempt  to  norm  and  inform  life  on 
something  outside  themselves,  that  they 
cling  to  and  rely  on  something  external  to 
self  in  order  to  understand  life. 
Christianity’s  job  includes  debunking 
their  idols  and  demonstrating  on  the  one 
hand  that  Christianity’s  truth  claims  are 
valid,  and  on  the  other  hand  that 
Christianity  will  more  adequately  meet 
the  deepest  needs  of  humanity  and 
society. 

Q.  Where  are  some  of  the  points  of 
contact  between  Christianity  and  the 
secular  person? 

A.  The  heart  of  it  is  where  some  facet 
of  the  Gospel  engages  some  unmet  need 
in  the  person.  I  think  of  examples  such  as 
the  quest  for  meaning  to  which  the  faith 
offers  a  fulfilled  life  in  obedience  to 
Christ,  or  the  need  for  love  and 
acceptance  which  justification  by  faith 
through  grace  supplies.  I  think  of  literal 
hunger.  The  Christian  church  seems 
more  persistent  about  alleviating  the 
world’s  hunger  than  any  other  group.  To 
oppressed  people,  the  Gospel  historically 
has  conferred  more  dignity  on  more 
people  and  helped  them  realize  and 
express  that  dignity  than  any  other 


RALEIGH.  N.C.  —  Doris  Litchfield,  a 
laywoman  from  Edenton.  has  been 
named  "Volunteer  of  the  Year”  by  the 
staff  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  here  for  the  week 
she  volunteered  to  help  them.  Here  she 
sits,  with  a  smile  on  her  face,  amidst 
reams  of  paper,  working  on  materials  for 
the  more  than  530  charge  conferences  to 
beheld  this  fall. 
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outreach 


movement  or  ideology  has  even 
pretended  to  do. 

Q.  Dr.  Hunter,  what’s  your  hope  for  the 
UMC  across  the  next  10  years? 

A.  I  hope  we  will  raise  up  leadership 
that  will  become  a  movement  for  the 
people  again,  and  not  so  much  for  self. 
And  I  hope  we  will  rediscover  our 
identity  and  passion  as  a  missionary 
movement  to  reach  the  unreached 
people,  just  as  God  raised  up  the  Wesleys 
in  their  generation  to  renew  the  church. 

Q.  You  do  not  see  the  church  with  those 
goals? 

A.  Not  when  the  real  priority  of  the 
average  annual  conference  is  not  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church  or  hunger  or 
evangelism— it’s  pensions.  It’s  the 
vocational  advancement,  encouragement 
and  graceful  retirement  of  the  ordained 
clergy.  Those  concerns  certainly  deserve 
attention.  But  we  would  have  no  trouble 
raising  money  for  pensions  and  doing  all 
the  other  things  we  want  to  do  if  the 
United  Methodist  Church  were  an  ex¬ 
panding  movement. 

"The  Contagious  Congregation. 
Frontiers  in  Evangelism  and  Church 
Growth"  by  George  C.  Hunter  III, 
Abingdon,  1979,  160  pp.,  $4.95  paperback. 


UM  college  proposes  help  for  Chinese  students 

PEKING  —  Dr.  Glenn  A.  Olds,  (center)  president  of  United  Methodist-related 
Alaska  Pacific  University  in  Anchorage,  leaves  Peking’s  Great  Hall  with  China’s 
Vice-Premier,  Wang  Chen,  after  conferring  about  the  school’s  proposal  to  orient 
Chinese  students  to  American  ways  on  the  APU  campus  before  they  enter  the  "lower 
48”  universities  for  their  technological  studies.  On  the  left  is  Reuben  Yang,  APU 
instructor  in  conversational  Chinese,  who  served  as  interpreter.  Ap(J  p„OTO 

Married  couples  focus  on 
enrichment  at  gathering 


models  for  starting  new  churches. 

Q.  What  are  some  other  models? 

A.  Look  at  our  Wesleyan  tradition:  the 
outpost  Sunday  School  located  in  a 
neighborhood  home,  building  or  YMCA. 
Many  of  those  that  thrive  will  develop 
into  new  congregations.  Or  there’s  the 
outpost  preaching  point  in  an  apartment 
or  trailer  park.  Another  possibility  is  a 
second  congregation  in  the  same  building 
or  another  and  different  liturgical  style 
of  worship  service  in  the  same  building. 

Q.  You  are  among  the  "church  growth 
movement"  leaders  who  advocate 
starting  homogeneous  congregations— 
those  in  which  most  of  the  people 
are  similar  in  race,  economic  standing 
and  other  factors.  Why? 

A.  The  answer  is  best  demonstrated  in 
terms  of  language.  In  Broward  County, 
Florida,  there  are  70,000  French- 
speaking  people.  If  the  English-speaking 
churches  in  that  county  think  those 
people  are  going  to  join  their  churches 
they  are  mistaken.  Only  a  handful  of  bi- 
cultural  individuals  will  join.  But  should 
they  begin  French-speaking  congrega¬ 
tions  among  them,  they  will  join. 

The  "culture-clash”  is  real.  We  may 
wish  it  weren’t  so  but  that  does  not  alter 
the  fact.  There’s  a  necessity  for 
indigenous  forms  of  culture  expressed  in 


A  Reading  Christian 
is  a  Growing  Christian, 
so  let 
yourself 

GROW 


Grow  in  your  faith  and  under¬ 
standing  with  books  from  some 
of  the  most  dynamic  Christian 
writers.  And  they're  in  affordable 
paperbacks! 


What  Is  Festival  of  Books?  How  can  It  benefit  me  and  my  church? 

Festival  of  Books  is  an  exciting  new  program  that  brings  books  by  some  of  the  most  popular  inspirational  writers  nght  to  your 
church-available  for  anyone  to  choose  and  purchase  When  displayed  in  the  attractive  reading  center  unit-wh.ch  we  provide 
FREE— you  and  other  members  can  browse  through  the  varied  titles  and  find  one  just  right  to  meet  your  needs.  Writers  like  t.  Stanley 
Jones.  Leslie  Weatherhead.  Jo  Carr.  William  Barclay.  Lloyd  Ogilvte  and  many  more,  offer  words  of  inspiration,  knowledge  and  truth. 
Festival  of  Books  makes  good  Christian  reading  available  to  every  home  In  your  church! 

How  does  a  Festival  of  Books  get  started?  It’s  really  very  easy.  Simply  express  your  interest  to  your  pastor  and  he  or  she  (or  you!) 
can  contact  your  Cokesbury  Regional  Service  Center  for  all  the  details.  The  books  are  available  to  your  church  at  a  15%  discount  in 
orders  of  100  We  have  Pre-Paks  of  the  best  sellers  already  made  up.  or  you  can  choose  your  own  combination  of  100  from  the  4U 
festival  Book  titles.  The  choice  is  yours. 

When  can  we  begin  our  Festival?  ......  ,  „  ,  . 

Right  away'  After  your  church  contacts  the  Cokesbury  Regional  Service  Center  for  all  the  "how-to  s.  you  just  send  your  order,  get  your 
books  and  begin  selling.  We'll  even  send  you  a  free  promotion  kit— with  posters,  bulletin  insert,  and  more  Don  t  delay— begin  a 

Festival  of  Books  in  your  church  Let  yourself  GROW 

-  ORDER  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 


(^oJcesbury 


P.O.  Box  298,  1910  Main  St 
Dallas.  TX  75221 


201  Eighth  Avenue,  South 


Eightl 
Nashville.  TN  37202 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame,  CA  94010 


Called  ‘Number  One’  problem  facing  UMC 

New  congregations  claimed  key  to 
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La.  Conf.  Youth 
Nat’l  Youth  Mtg. 


Dillard  Ojiiversity  was  the  site  of  the 
1979  National  Youth  Ministry  Organi¬ 
zation  Convocation.  Over  400  persons 
from  all  across  the  U.  S.  attended  this 
event,  held  August  6-11. 

Louisiana  was  well  represented  by  28 
youth  who  served  as  pages,  two  youth 
who  attended  the  event  as  observers,  and 
three  voting  delegates  ( their  names  have 
been  listed  in  a  previous  edition  of  the 
newspaper). 

Rev.  Willis  Dear  served  as  La.  Conf. 
Coordinator  for  the  event.  Rev.  Tim 
Lawson  organized  the  entertainment 
features,  Mrs.  Shirley  Railing 
coordinated  transportation,  Mrs.  Mary 
Blakeman  worked  with  Dillard. 
University  concerning  physical 
arrangements,  Mr.  William  Giles, 
assisted  with  the  pages,  and  Rev.  Don 
Avery  served  as  parliamentarian  during 
the  plenary  sessions.  Rev.  Kent 
Kilbourne  was  the  featured  entertainer 
for  the  banquet. 

Mini-tours  of  New  Orleans  were 
featured  on  the  first  day  of  the  Convo¬ 
cation.  These  were  led  by  various  youth 
from  New  Orleans'  churches  including: 
Kim  Caldwell,  Gwyneth  Hutton,  and 


Tired,  but  happy,  these  twenty-eight  youth  from  all 
sections  of  our  state  served  as  pages  for  the  NYMO 
Convocation.  They  were  honored  at  a  banquet  on  the  final 
evening  of  the  meeting  and  received  certificates  in 
recognition  of  the  fine  job  they  performed. 

Around  the  Conference 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Annual  Men’s  Day 
was  held  at  Brooks  UMC,  with  Henry  E. 
Adams,  Jr.,  church  organist  and  Leslie 
Taylor,  Associate  Lay  Leader,  Chair¬ 
men.  Reverend  Burnell  Bell  was  the 
guest  speaker.  Music  was  rendered 
by  the  Male  Chorus.  During  the  altar  call 
the  men  rededicated  their  lives  for 
Christian  service;  and  paid  tribute  to  the 
children  as  they  saluted  the  “Inter¬ 
national  Year  of  the  Child.”  A  service 
award  was  presented  to  Chester  A.  Hur¬ 
ley  Jr.,  Administrative  Board  Chair¬ 
man.  Mr.  Hurley  was  also  named  the 
“Man  of  the  Year.”  Other  recipients 
of  service  awards  were  Joseph  V.  Hall, 
Sr.,  and  John  Stevenson,  Jr. 

VIDALIA  —  Vacation  Church  School 
for  the  Vidalia  UMC  was  held  in  the 
evening  this  year  so  that  adults  and 
youth,  as  well  as  children,  could  attend. 
Children  studied  “We  Do  God’s  Work,” 
while  the  youth  studied  “Creative 
Witness”  and  made  banners  which  now 
hang  in  the  sanctuary.  The  adults  studied 
“Preparing  for  Dying  and  Death.”  The 
head  nurse  of  an  intensive  care  unit  from 
a  local  hospital,  a  lawyer  specializing  in 
wills  and  successions,  a  funeral  home 
director,  and  the  chaplain  of  a  local 
hospital  led  individual  sessions  relating 
to  the  subject.  Two  films  were  seen  by  the 
adults  which  are  used  in  training  nurses 


Gretchen  Everett  from  Rayne 
Memorial;  Anne  Edwards  from  St. 
Luke’s;  and  Ben  Hampton  and  Steve 
Matta  from  St.  Matthews. 

Worship  was  an  important  part  of  the 
weeks  activities.  Bishop  Kenneth 
Shamblin  preached  the  opening  service 
after  the  youth  choir  from  Mt.  Zion  UMC 
shared  several  anthems.  The  St. 
Matthew’s  UMC  Youth  Choir  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  final  worship  experience  of 
the  event. 

A  number  of  local  churches  part¬ 
icipated  in  portions  of  the  Convocation. 
The  UMYF  of  First  Street  UMC  created 
a  banner  which  added  color  to  the 
meeting  room  for  plenary  sessions. 
Youth  participants  from  other  Louisiana 
local  churches  included  Blackwater, 
Bethany-N.  O.,  Ingleside,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Rayne  Memorial,  St.  Matthew’s,  and 
Jordan. 

Churches  providing  busses  and  vans 
were  Blackwater,  Algiers.  Thompson, 
FUMC-Baton  Rouge,  and  University- 
Baton  Rouge.  Assisting  Revs.  Dear  and 
Lawson  with  driving  duties  were  Mr.  Jim 
Akins  and  Rev.  Randy  Nichols. 


Shawn  McCoy  and  Laura 
Echols  are  still  smiling  after  a 
long  and  busy  week  of  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  NYMO  Con¬ 
vocation  held  at  Dillard  Univ., 
August  6-11.  Shawn,  from 
FUMC,  Minden,  was  elected  to 
a  two-year  term  on  the  NYMO 
Steering  Committee.  Laura, 
from  Christ  UMC,  Shreveport, 
served  as  one  of  La  ’s  voting 
delegates'.  Not  shown  is  Doug 
RobinsorT  a  member  of  FUMC, 
Bastrop  and  Conference  Youth 
Team  President,  who  was  the 
other  youth  delegate  for  our 
conference. 

La,  Youth  Elected 
Steering  Committee 
During  Nat’l  Mtg. 

Shawn  McCoy,  a  member  of  FUMC. 
Minden,  was  elected  to  a  two  year  term 
on  the  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  Steering  Committee  during 
the  Bi-annual  meeting  held  at  Dillard 
University  on  August  6-11.  Shawn  was 
one  of  four  youth  elected  “at  large”  to 
the  National  Committee.  Four  youth  and 
one  adult  from  each  of  the  five  Juris¬ 
dictions  compose  the  remainder  of  the 
group. 


Is  Group 
For  Singles 

Crossroads,  an  interdenominational 
program  for  singles,  and  singles  again,  is 
in  its  second  year  of  existence  at  Frist 
UMC.  Baton  Rouge. 

The  program  is  unusual  because  it  is 
no  single  event.  You  might  say  that  it  is 
an  idea,  or  a  network  of  events  all  related 
and  joined  by  one  purpose:  to  fulfill  the 
needs  of  single  adults  within  a  context  of 
personal  growth  and  Christian  ethics. 

It  is  single  adults  sharing  the  challenge 
of  working  together;  making  new 
friends,  sharing  in  mutual  support, 
personal  growth  and  spiritual  discovery 

Among  the  programs  offered  is  “The 
Coffee  Thing.”  This  is  an  “every 
afternoon  affair.”  Rather  than  driving 
home  after  work,  singles  drop  by  the 
lounge  of  the  church  for  refreshments, 
reading,  watching  TV,  or  conversation 
with  other  single  adults. 

“First  Friday  Flicks"  is  a  full  length 
feature  movie,  preceded  by  a  meal.  A 
spokesman  for  the  group  says  that  a 
recent  movie  about  Mexico  was  so 
interesting  the  group  has  decided  to  take 
a  trip  to  Mexico  during  November. 

Recognizing  the  great  need  of  widowed 
persons,  Crossroads  established  a  local 
chapter  of  Theos  Foundation, 
Incorporated.  This  is  a  meeting  together 
of  young  and  middle-aged  widowed 
persons  for  self-help,  education,  spiritual 
enrichment,  and  out  reach 

Sunday  Night  Singles  is  an  informa¬ 
tional  fellowship  program  with  refresh¬ 
ments  and,  we  are  told,  “a  whole 
lot  of  discussion.”  There. are  several 
different  Sunday  School  Classes  that  are 
part  of  the  program:  a  “New  Singles” 
class  for  persons  in  their  30’s;  a  “Roam’ 
Twenty’s”  class  for  persons  in  their  20’s; 
a  “College  Class”  for  singles  or  post-high 
school  age  and  early  20’s;  and  a  “Half- 
Past  Niners”  for  those  in  their  mid- 
thirties  and  over. 

There  is  also  a  Personal  Growth 
Program,  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
church  and  the  Mental  Health 
Association,  and  professional  counseling 
available. 

We  have  mentioned  the  program 
because  the  largest  need  most  churches 
seem  to  have  is  in  this  area.  Perhaps 
there  is  some  things  your  church  could 
use;  or  perhaps  you  would  want  to  talk  to 
Rev.  Donald  Cottrill,  who  is  in  charge 
of  the  program  at  First  UMC  Baton 
Rouge,  about  other  ideas.  We  would  also 
be  interested  in  other  types  of  programs 
for  singles  that  churches  in  the 
Conference  have  developed. 


The  Confejence  Board  of  the  Laity  will 
meet  September  15,  at  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC  in  Alexandria.  According  to  Dr. 
Tom  Matheny,  Lay  Leader,  committee 
meetings  are  at  10:00  a  m.;  and  the  full 
Board  Meeting  begins  at  1 :30  p.m. 


One  Thousand  Club  Calls 
June  1978-May  1979 


for  terminally  ill  patients.  The  note  we 
received  said  that  there  was  an 
agreement  by  the  group  that  if  record 
numbers  of  children  attended,  a  pie 
would  be  thrown  into  the  face  of  the 
pastor.  Rev.  Steve  Caraway.  We  noted 
that  the  attendance  was  not  reached ;  but 
the  pie  was  thrown  anyway.  Our 
information  is  that  it  was  chocolate 
cream;  and  the  pastor  says  this  will  not 
become  a  tradition. 

SHREVEPORT  -  Rusty  King,  a 
recent  Sacred  Music  Voice  graduate 
from  Centenary  College,  is  now  the 
music  coordinator  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in 
Shreveport.  He  was  certified  from  the 
Church  Careers  Program  and  interned  at 
First  UMC  for  the  four  years  he  was  in 
Centenary.  He  plays  guitar,  banjo,  bass, 
ukelele.  and  teaches  guitar  at  an 
instructor  studio  in  Shreveport.  He  will 
be  directing  the  adult,  youth,  and 
children’s  choirs  at  St.  Luke’s. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Activities  at  the 
Wesley  Foundation.  Southern  University 
have  been  a  “Four-Bit  Disco”;  a  “Brown 
Bag  Luncheon”;  “Bread  Night,”  a 
“Cinema  Night”  ;  and  an  Open  House  for 
students,  faculty,  staff.  Board  members, 
church  folks,  and  the  community  to  meet 
one  another.  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  is 
the  director. 


First  Call 

Squyres  UMC 

$17,941.50 

Second  Call 

Roberts  UMC 

9,500.00 

Marshall  UMC 

9,500.00 

Third  Call 

St.  Luke’s  UMC 

9,500.00 

Mt.  Carmel  UMC 

9,500.00 

Total 

$55,941.50 

You  should  send  your  check  today,  so  that  the  goal  of  $60,000  for  the  1979-1980 
Calls  will  be  achieved.  Current  Cali  is  for  $10.00.  It  is  for  the  Fellowship  Church 
in  Hineston  and  the  Bovnton  Church  in  Gretna. 


FIRST  CABINET  MEETING  IN  NEW  ROOM :  All  eyes  are 
on  the  chairman,  Jerome  Cain,  as  he  opens  the  all-day 
program  session.  If  walls  have  ears,  just  think  of  the  tales 
these  will  have  to  tell. 


Local  Committee  Chairpersons:  (front  row,  from  1.) 
Dorothy  Moore,  Chairman;  Kitty  Jo  Boyd,  Music;  Jo  Ann 
McGriff,  Graphics,  (back  row,  1.  to  r.)  Gail  Nelson,  First 
Aid;  Faye  Jackson,  Celebration  Cakes;  Elaine  King,  Local 
Church  Arrangements ;  and  Margaret  Evans.  Registration. 


Measuring  Results 


ED  NOTE:  One  of  the  District  Super¬ 
intendents  sent  us  the  following  editor¬ 
ial  from  the  Lake  Charles  Meth-O- 
News,  which  we  do  not  receive.  It  is 
written  by  the  senior  minister,  Dr 
Benedict  Galloway;  and  as  Jerome  says. 
" worthy  of  note. " 

This  past  week  in  my  visitation  I  was 
asked  a  very  searching  question:  “Do 
you  as  a  minister  ever  become 
discouraged  when  you  don’t  see  results  to 
your  ministry?” 

As  I  reflected  on  this  question,  I  began 
to  look  back  over  my  ministry  of  the  past 
week,  and  here  is  what  I  found. 

A  visit  in  a  home  where  a  lovely  lady  is 
“home-bound”  did  more  for  me  than  it 
did  for  her.  Prayers  with  the  “shut-ins" 
at  a  nursing  home  revealed  to  me  how 
much  courage  and  hope  a  minister  can 
give  to  those  who  suddenly  become 
"cared  for"  persons.  And  making  the 
visits  with  me  in  the  nursing  home  as  my 
companion  was  one  of  our  church’s 
beloved  elderly  “saints,”  and  that 
brought  a  “blessing”  to  my  heart. 

As  I  made  the  rounds  of  the  hospitals 
visiting  the  sick,  I  saw  the  faces  of  those 
in  pain  and  the  look  of  anxious  concern 
for  recovery  of  health,  but  I  also  saw  the 
yearning  for  prayer  and  the  healing 
Grace  of  God.  and  it  renewed  my  faith. 


The  week  included  the  fellowship  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  the  tears  of  a  funeral,  the 
human  problems  that  grip  many  lives, 
hours  of  sermon  preparation,  two 
committee  meetings,  telephone  conver¬ 
sations,  visiting  the  singles’  group  at 
recreation,  writing  for  the  Meth-O- 
News,  helping  to  finalize  a  memorial  gift 
to  the  church,  and  many  other  things. 

As  I  returned  to  the  question  about 
“results  of  my  ministry,”  I  recalled  an 
experience  that  I  had  several  months  ago 
as  I  visited  a  lady  who  raised  roses.  She 
had  one  rose  bush  in  her  garden  that 
showed  no  results  of  her  labor  One  day 
she  found  a  crevice  in  the  wall  near  the 
bush,  and  running  through  the  crevice 
was  a  tiny  shoot  of  her  rosebush.  She 
went  to  the  other  side  of  the  wall,  and 
there  she  found  her  roses  blooming  in  all 
their  splendid  beauty.  There  are  times 
when  I  don’t  see  the  results  of  my  labors 
But  then  comes  the  message  to  me. 
“Work  on.  Do  not  be  discouraged.  Your 
work  is  blooming  on  the  other  side  of  the 
wall.” 

What  about  your  ministry  as  lay 
workers  in  the  church?  Keep  it  up.  Don’t 
be  discouraged.  Remember,  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  wasted  time  or  labor  if  you 
are  serving  Christ. 


It  is  not  a  common  thing  for  someone  to  be  given  a  Life 
Membership  in  the  UM  Men’s  Club.  “Because  of  the  fact  that 
the  Life  Membership  Pin  itself  costs  $100  plus,  there  must  be 
a  sizable  gift  given  to  a  worthy  concern  in  honor  of  the 
recipient  of  the  Life  Membership,’’  Brady  Williams,  pastor  of 
Winbourne  UMC  said.  Woody  Allen  of  Baton  Rouge  was  given 
this  honor  by  the  Winbourne  UMM  Club,  and  the  gift  was  a 
check  for  $500  to  the  Minister’s  Pension  Fund.  Shown  in  the 
picture  (1.  to  r.)  are  Roy  Abernethy,  club  president;  Ofney 
Ellis,  club  secretary;  W.  W.  (Woody)  Allen  and  wife,  who 
puts  the  Life  Membership  pin  on  him.  Speaker  for  the 
occasion  was  Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire. 
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Appointment  Change 

Thibodaux,  First-Vacherie-Gibson. 
B.  Joseph  Martin  R 
Interim  Pastor 
Effective  September  1st 
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UMW  Anno 


gram  For  Sixth  Annual  Meeting 


Those  responsible  for  the  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
UMW:  (from  I.),  Mrs.  Amy  Ward,  Conf.  Pres.,  Mrs.  Mary 
Ellen  Gardner,  Chairperson,  Task  Force  on  Annual  Meeting 
Program;  Mrs.  Louvenia  Carter,  Shreveport  Dist.  Pres.; 
and  Mrs.  Joan  Adams,  General  Chairman  of  Arrangements. 


hundred 
ago,  the 
Foreign 
Missionary  Society 
was  organized  in 
Baton  Rouge.  On 
September  21-22  the 
descendants  of  that 
tiny  organization 
will  meet  at  First 
UMC,  Shreveport 
as  The  Annual 
Meeting  of  United 
Methodist  Women. 

Some  750  dele¬ 
gates  are  expected 
to  attend  from  the 
600-odd  churches 
around  the  state. 
Mrs.  Truman  L. 
Ward,  of  New 
Orleans.  Confer- 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


ence  President,  will  preside  at  the  two- 
day  event. 

Theme  of  the  meeting  is  “A  Century  of 
Commitment  —  Go  Ye  Therefore” ;  and  a 
number  of  exciting  activities  are  planned 
from  the  opening  session  at  1:00  p.m. 
Friday  and  adjournment  on  Saturday  at 
noon. 

Feature  speaker  for  the  event  will  be 
Mrs.  Mai  H.  Gray,  President  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  and  Vice-President  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the 
UMC.  By  virtue  of  her  offices,  Mrs.  Gray 
leads  over  a  million  women  in  50  states 
and  Puerto  Rico. 

There  will  be  a  processional  with 
banners  portraying  the  various  names  by 
which  the  organization  has  been  known 
through  the  years.  The  women  carrying 
the  banners  will  also  be  dressed  in  the 
appropriate  costumes.  “We  plan  for  it  to 
be  a  festive,  exciting,  colorful 

Crossroads 


beginning.”  Mrs.  Helen  Brock,  Vice- 
President,  told  us. 

One  expected  highlight  will  be  the 
“Heritage  Candle."  It  is  to  burn 
throughout  the  meeting  in  memory  of 
persons  who  have  been  named  by  various 
local  chapters  throughout  the  state. 
Women  who  have  served  or  contributed 
to  the  strength  and  life  of  their 
organization. 

Another  feature  will  be  a  Mission 
Festival,  coordinated  by  Mrs.  Walter 
Brock  and  the  Conference  Mission 
Coordinators:  Mrs.  Howard  Milo,  Mrs. 
George  Chastain,  Mrs.  T.  J  Butler,  and 
Mrs.  Wayne  Bryan.  The  district  mission 
coordinators  will  assist. 


Friday  evening  will  be  given  to  a 
drama,  depicting  the  100-year  history  of 
the  organization.  Mrs.  Warren  Blakeman 
has  planned  the  program;  and  Dr.  Will 
Andress  and  the  Centenary  College  Choir 
will  do  the  special  music. 

A  “Volunteer  Choir,”  which  has 
become  a  tradition  over  the  past  few 
Meetings,  will  sing  at  8:30  a  m.  on 
Saturday  morning.  The  choir,  made  up  of 
persons  who  pre-register,  will  be 
directed  by  Dr.  Andress. 

Those  who  plan  to  attend  should  check 
with  local  or  district  officers  for 
information  about  registration,  motels, 
and  other  details. 


Z 

Speech  on  institutional  racism 
succumbs  to  unclear  definition 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


SEPTEMBER  7, 1979 


"All  whites  are  racists  and  people  of 
color  can’t  be,’’  a  human  relations  expert 
told  United  Methodist  women  during  a 
recent  national  seminar  in  Lincoln.  Neb. 

( see  TM/UMR,  Aug.  31 ) . 

The  speaker,  Jan  Douglass  —  who 
heads  Atlanta’s  Community  Relations 
Commission  —  based  her  premise  on  a 
three-point  definition  she  gave  for 
racism:  “(1)  the  exploitation  of  people 
based  on  race,  in  which  (2)  one  race  is 
deemed  superior  over  another,  and  (3)  a 
double-standard  or  dualism  is  applied  in 
social  policies.” 

She  went  on  to  say  that  these  three 
points  are  held  in  place  by  the  "power" 
of  one  race  over  others  through  social 
structures  and  institutions.  She  claimed 
that,  because  "people  of  color”  in  the 
United  States  do  not  have  power,  it  is 
literally  impossible  for  them  to  be 
racists. 

While  we  affirm  Ms.  Douglass’  basic 
three-point  definition  of  racism,  we  find 
her  analysis  of  how  "power”  fits  into  the 
formula  in  the  United  States  lacking  and 
her  conclusion  that  all  whites  are 
necessarily  racists  and  all  persons  of 
other  races  are  not  to  be  shallow. 

We  believe  that  what  could  have  been  a 
meaningful  statement  on  the  problem  of 
institutional  racism  went  astray  at 
several  points: 

•  Her  definition  fails  to  clarify  how 
racism  on  the  personal  level  and  racism 
on  the  institutional,  or  “systems,”  level 
can  continue  to  exist  either  independent¬ 
ly  or  mutually  to  reinforce  each  other. 
The  evils  of  racism  cannot  reasonably  be 
contained  within  the  bounds  of 
economics  or  politics.  While  such  institu¬ 
tional  racism  is  an  evil  of  the  “system” 
which  must  be  addressed,  it  is  not  the 
sole  arena  for  racism.  Racism  is  not  just 
something  that  a  system  does  to  people; 
it  is  something  people  do  to  people.  To 
say  that  whites  have  no  choice  but  to  be 
racists— that  the  system  does  it  for  them 
—is  to  deny  this  personal  aspect  of  the 
problem.  The  struggle  against  racism  is 
a  two-edged  sword  which  must  cut 
through  both  our  personal  and  our  corpo¬ 
rate  wrongs. 

•  In  her  exuberance  to  drive  home  a 
valid  point  about  the  evil  of  institutional 
racism.  Ms.  Douglass  strays  into  the  trap 
of  stereotyping.  If  there  is  any  single 
thing  we  should  have  learned  from  the 
struggles  for  human  rights  during  the 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


past  25  years,  it  should  be  that 
stereotyping  does  violence  both  to 
individuals  and  to  groups  of  people.  A  tip 
off  to  such  stereotyping  is  the  use  of  the 
word  “all.”  To  iump  together  every 
member  of  a  race  or  a  sex  or  any  other 
category  of  persons  under  the  word  "all” 
is  to  deny  individual  variations  and  to 
prejudge.  Such  a  process  is  the  seedbed 
of  prejudice,  whether  we  are  saying  all 
whites  are  racists  or  all  blacks  are  not. 

•  Ms.  Douglass  overstates  and 
oversimplifies  the  racial  situation  in  the 
United  States  today.  It  is  overly 
simplistic  to  say  that  all  blacks  are 
powerless  and  all  whites  are  powerful. 
Our  nation  is  not  composed  of  a  series  of 
racial  monoliths.  While  it  is  true  that  a 
disproportionate  amount  of  economic 
and  political  power  has  historically 
belonged  to  whites,  all  blacks  are  not 
powerless  today  and  all  whites  are  not 
powerful.  Race  is  only  one  of  the  lines  our 
society  sometimes  has  drawn  between 
the  powerful-privileged  and  the 
manipulated-underprivileged.  There  are 
lines  of  class,  sex,  education  and 
geography  which  criss-cross  the  lines  of 
race  and  which  must  be  considered 
before  anyone  begins  talking  in  gross 
generalities  about  how  one  race  or 
another  fits  into  the  system. 

The  past  and  present  fact  of 
institutional  racism  —  both  in  our  society 
and  in  our  church  —  is  undeniable. 
Discrimination  in  jobs,  housing  and 
education  still  exists  in  our  society  more 
than  200  years  after  our  founding  fathers 
idealistically  talked  about  "liberty  and 
justice.”  In  spite  of  all  our  church’s 
pronouncements,  one  of  the  most 
segregated  institutions  in  our  society  is 
still  Sunday  morning  worship. 

The  old,  overt  racism  which  used  legal 
fiat  to  promote  racism  has  now  in  many 
instances  been  replaced  by  covert 
racism  which  manipulates  “the  svstem” 
to  achieve  what  the  law  forbids.  It  is  time 
for  Christians  to  accept  the  judgment  of 
God  in  this  matter  and  rededicate  our¬ 
selves  to  rooting  out  this  evil. 

Institutional  racism  —  as  the  Women’s 
Division  of  our  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  pointed  out  —  must  be 
confronted  corporately  by  the  church, 
and  individually  by  the  church’s 
members.  And  as  we  deal  with  it  we  must 
avoid  the  pitfalls  to  which  Ms.  Douglass’ 
speech  succumbed. 


My  Witness 

Watching  Laura  grow  --not  wanting  to  let  go 


By  CHARLENE  BALDRIDGE 
come  to  the  house  after  leaving 


Malibu.  It  is  the  house  where  I  lived  for 
over  15  years,  yet  it  is  changed.  Quiet. 
The  phone  does  not  ring.  Young  folks  do 
not  come  to  the  door  asking  for  Laura.  I 
am  alone  with  a  stranger  to  whom  I  have 
been  married  for  quite  some  time.  We 
were  bound  together  by  the  fragile  cords 
of  raising  a  family,  making  ends  meet, 
and  griping  about  everyone  else  in  the 
world.  We  were  the  perfect  ones  who 
never  spilled  on  the  carpet,  put  wet 
towels  in  the  hamper,  or  left  the  lights  on. 

There  is  no  reason  to  be  waiting  in  the 
twilight  of  sleep.  She’ll  not  be  coming  in 
soon.  I  used  to  lie  in  the  dark,  knowing 
through  some  sense  or  other  that  I’d  soon 
hear  a  car  pull  up,  hear  conversation, 
laughter,  and  then  she  would  be  inside, 
saying  softly,  "Mom,  are  you  still 
awake?”  Then  I’d  go  to  the  kitchen  with 
her  to  share  whatever  could  not  wait 
until  morning.  Now,  there  is  no  need  to 
wait,  for  she  is  away  at  college,  away 
from  my  protective,  interested  gaze. 

Would  she  make  it? 

Away  from  my  worry.  I  wondered 
whether  Sam’s  adorable  child  would  ever 
make  it  to  adulthood.  This  creature, 
recognized  and  adored  from  birth  as 
someone  very  special,  could  not  fail  to 
make  it  into  the  mainstream  where  her 
beauty  and  intellect  could  be  truly 
appreciated. 

I  began  preparing  for  her  departure 


long  ago.  I  woke  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  sobbing,  last  August.  I  had  been 
telling  her  father,  who  has  been  dead  for 
15  years,  that  his  little  girl  was  going  to 
go  away  to  college.  I  busied  myself  with  a 
new  career  and  an  education  in  my  own 
right,  starting  several  years  ago.  I 
enjoyed  Laura’s  senior  year,  and  all  the 
recognition  and  leadership  she  garnered. 
All  the  accomplishments,  her  fine 
grades,  and  the  high  SAT  scores  brought 
offers  from  fine  Eastern  colleges,  but  we 
allowed  her  to  make  her  own  choice, 
which  was  a  small,  private  college  in 
California.  I  understood  her  sweet, 
unswerving  faith  in  Jesus,  and  her 
dedication  to  her  church,  for  I  had  been 
there  once  long  ago.  She  reminded  me  of 
everything  bright  and  promising  and 
idealistic  which  I  myself  once  was.  I 
dreaded  her  departure,  for  with  it  might 
go  much  of  what  I  still  am;  so  I  prepared. 

Tears  would  come 

We  discussed  our  separation  many 
times.  Tears  would  come,  we’d  hold  each 
other  close,  and  agree  to  change  the 
subject.  She  felt  pressure  to  succeed,  and 
shared  it  with  me.  I  told  her  that  if  she 
decided  after  trying,  that  she  just 
couldn’t  make  it,  she  would  be  welcome 
at  home.  She  told  me  that  she’d  hated  me 
for  pushing  her,  but  that  she  knew  if  I 
hadn't,  she  would  never  have  been  as 
ready  as  she  was  to  go  from  the  security 
of  the  nest. 

The  first  thing  Chuck  and  I  did  when 
we  returned  home  was  to  straighten 


things  up.  We  cleaned  the  floor,  moved 
her  furniture  around,  and  generally  gave 
her  room  a  good  cleaning.  Time  for  new 
starts,  and  it  might  as  well  be  a  clean 
one.  When  I  straightened  out  the  dresser 
drawers  the  next  day,  it  led  to 
straightening  my  own  things,  and  to  a 
filing  cabinet,  where  I  found  this  story, 
written  in  August  1969,  when  Laura  was 
nine  years  old. 

Laura  whimpered  on  the  seat  beside 
me,  the  cold  sweat  of  panic  on  her 
forehead.  (Her  brother.  Bob,  had  put  a 
pitchfork  through  her  hand.)  She  felt 
dizzy  and  nauseated,  and  kept  asking, 
“Why  did  this  terrible  thing  happen  to 
me?” 

Soon,  we  two  were  curtained  off  in  a 
small  space  in  the  emergency  room 
waiting  for  a  doctor,  soaking  the  hand  in 
Phisohex  and  cold  water.  The  enormity 
of  what  had  happened  was  dawning  on 
me,  and  I  wondered  what  permanent 
damage  might  have  been  done.  I  felt 
weak  and  helpless  to  answer  my  child’s 
question.  Then  she  said,  "Oh,  I  wish  I’d 
never  been  born!” 

"Laura,”  I  said,  "Never  wish  that! 
You  are  God’s  own  child,  and  everything 
will  be  fine,  I  know.  It  was  a  horrible 
moment,  seeing  the  pitchfork  in  your 
hand,  and  realizing  the  screams  you 
heard  were  your  own,  but  it  will  be  all 
right.  Let’s  think  of  all  the  happy  times: 
remember  the  ride  over  the  bridge  to 
Cbronado?  How  we  ran,  the  five  of  us, 
like  madmen,  in  the  sand.  How  our 
hearts  pounded  as  we  chased  Daddy,  who 
beat  us  all?  Wasn’t  that  a  happy  time? 
How  could  you  wish  you’d  never  been 
born?  You  were  made  for  times  like 
that!  Pain  and  sorrow  only  make  the  joy 
that  much  greater.  ” 

‘I’m  so  happy’ 

Soon,  there  was  a  nurse,  holding  a 
hand-puppet,  sewn  by  a  gray  lady.  Laura 
and  I  gave  thanks  for  the  kindness  of  an 
unknown  person  who  made  it  and 
wondered  if  she  would  know  how  her 
puppet  helped  a  frightened  little  girl  that 
night.  We  decided  that  the  puppet  was 
“Puff,  the  Magic  Dragon”  and  she 
taught  me  the  words  to  the  song.  We  sang 
all  the  verses,  getting  softer  and  softer, 
until  we  faded  away  on  the  last  one.  She 
choked  on  her  tears,  looked  up  and  said, 
“Oh,  Mommy!  I’m  so  happy!” 

At  that  moment  the  doctor  arrived.  He 


To  the  Editor: 
In  response 


to  John  Oswalt  and 
women’s  “civilizing”  role  in  society 
(TM/UMR,  August  10)  :  Although  I  was 
not  in  attendance  at  the  “Good  News" 
session  in  which  Mr.  Oswalt  spoke,  no f*‘  Whole  speech  needed 
have  I  read  his  speech,  I  would  like  to  To  the  Editor: 


projection  on  his  part  (i.e.,  he  is  not 
attracted  to  his  female  peers). 

Rhonda  Cooper 
Pasadena.  California 


respond  to  his  comments. 

It  sounds  as  if  Mr.  Oswalt  would  list 
artful  manipulation  as  a  primary  virtue 
for  the  godly  woman.  How  else  could  one 
interpret  the  statement  that  “the  woman 
who  can  hold,  direct  and  capitalize  upon 
the  male’s  energy  ...  is  an  absolute 
essential  for  human  civilization.” 
Neither  Proverbs  31  nor  any  biblical 
passage  affirms  this.  It  is  an  insult  to 
Christian  men  everywhere  to  be 
characterized  as  a  “tom-cat  who  backs 
away  when  a  female  puts  her  nose  in  his 
food  dish.” 

I  did  not  realize  that  life  and  ministry 
especially  are  matters  of  competition 
between  either  male  and  male,  female 
and  female,  or  male  and  female.  If  a  man 
refuses  to  live,  work  and  minister 
alongside  a  woman,  does  that  not  show 
more  about  his  insecurities  and  fears 
than  her  social  maladjustment? 

Finally,  I  don’t  know  where  Mr. 
Oswalt  gets  his  information,  but  I  for  one 
am  a  woman  who  is  definitely  attracted 
to  her  male  peers.  Perhaps  this  is 
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Your  August  17  editorial  concerning 
Mr.  John  Oswalt’s  speech  at  the  “Good 
News”  Convocation  was  published  for 
your  readers  while  only  1,600  got  to  hear 
the  speech  in  its  entirety  (TM/UMR, 
August  10) .  As  an  adult,  a  Christian  and  a 
woman,  I  believe  I  have  the  right  to  form 
my  own  opinion,  and  I  regret  your  desire 
for  me  to  accept  your  point  of  view  when 
my  knowledge  is  limited  to  bits  and 
pieces  gleaned  from  various  articles  in 
this  paper. 

A  speech  on  “feminism”  is  bound  to  be 
controversial,  and  it  is  vitally  necessary 
to  get  the  essence  of  the  whole  speech, 
rather  than  pick  out  an  idea  here  and 
there  which  would  indicate  the  picker’s 
( listener’s)  personal  point  of  view. 

“Me  thinketh  the  editor  is  yelling  too 
loud”  about  the  role  of  the  woman 
civilizing  the  male.  As  a  woman,  I  think 
it  makes  a  lot  of  sense.  The  article 
published  in  TM/UMR’s  August  10  issue 
indicates  to  me  that  Dr.  Oswalt  is 
impressed  with  the  supreme  worth  of  the 
female  in  the  world  as  well  as  at  home, 
but  that  she  should  be  a  woman  in  God’s 
world  and  not  attempt  to  be  a  man  in  a 
man’s  world. 

It  seems  to  me  that  your  editorial  goes 
in  a  circle  criticizing  the  speech  and  at 
the  same  time  supporting  its  essence  but 


in  such  a  way  that  it  seems  contrary  to 
Dr.  Oswalt. 

Why  don’t  you  publish  the  whole 
speech?  Then  we’ll  all  know  what  we’re 
talking  a  bout.  ^ 

Lynn  Mulholland 
Wilmore,  Kentucky 

Editor’s  Note:  Except  in  rare 
instances,  space  limitations  preclude  the 
publication  of  the  entire  texts  of 
addresses  or  resolutions  which  are 
reported  in  TM/UMR’s  news  columns. 
Good  response 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  August  17  editorial  on  the  role  of 
women  is  a  good  response  to  Dr.  John 
Oswalt’s  statements  describing  women’s 
function  as  “the  civilizing  of  the  male” 
and  stating  the  “one  thing  which  matters 
to  women  is  male  acclaim.”  It  is  true 
that  many  people  —  men  as  well  as 
women  —  have  found  their  fulfillment 
and  made  great  contributions  through 
enabling  someone  else  to  assume 
leadership.  This,  however,  should  be 
done  through  choice  and  not  assignment. 

Charging  women  with  the 
responsibility  of  civilizing  men  gives 
men  a  good  excuse  for  not  being  what 
they  should.  They  can  blame  it  on 
women’s  failure  to  fulfill  their  function. 

Saying  the  one  thing  which  matters  to 
women  is  “male  acclaim”  is  denying  the 
inspiration  and  motives  which  have  led 
women  to  give  their  lives  in  service  for 
God  and  others.  If  a  woman  lives  only  for 
male  acclaim,  what  is  her  relationship 
with  God? 


I  appreciate  your  editorial’s 
statements  of  principles  in  regard  to  the 
interpretation  of  Scripture  and  the 
nurture  of  children. 

Mary  May 

Winnsboro,  Texas 

Editorial  fell  short 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  in  the  August  10  issue  of 
TM/UMR  prompts  the  following 
observations.  First,  you  claim  my 
comments  and  perspective  about 
pluralism  are  simplistic.  You  say  they 
make  you  “feel  uneasy  about  the  specific 
ways  Dr.  Mickey  and  ‘Good  News’  would 
have  the  church  deal  with  its  ‘theological 
and  spiritual  crisis.’  ”  But  you  fail  to 
complete  your  reading  of  my  address  to 
name  the  solution  I  actually  offer.  So  I’ll 
name  it;  and  it  is  simple.  I  call  for  the 
1980  General  Conference  to  establish  a 
new  theological  study  committee  to 
reconsider  the  issue  —  and  that,  my 
friend,  is  without  so  much  as  a  plea  for  a 
“Good  News"  quota  for  committee 
membership.  My  unconditional  call  for 
the  church  to  study  the  issue  of  its 
doctrinal  standards  is,  perhaps, 
simplistic,  but  hardly  narrow-minded. 

Second,  the  naming  of  three  agency 
personnqj  in  my  speech  came  as  a 
footnote  to  the  larger  issue  of  ordination 
of  homosexuals  in  the  church.  That  part 
of  my  citation  of  actions  taken  and 
statements  made  was  misinformed  is 
indeed  regrettable;  and  an  apology  has 
been  offered  (see  TM/UMR,  August  10). 
To  suggest  that  a  major  portion  of  my 


address  was  consumed  with 
denunciation  is,  I  would  patiently  offer, 
an  oversimplified  synopsis  of  the  tone 
and  intent  of  the  address. 

Denunciation  is  not  the  way  to  go  in 
Christ’s  church.  And  we  all  need  help  in 
that  area,  at  least  I  do  and  I  assume 
others  as  well.  But  one  of  my  problems, 
however,  is  that  after  “Good  News”  or 
one  of  the  leaders  of  “Good  News”  is 
taken  to  task  for  an  action  or  statement, 
frequently  the  party  who  lays  out  the 
panoramic  errors,  poor  faith,  bad 
judgment  and  regrettable  behavior 
follows  with  a  vague  and  wispy 
affirmation  —  like  “Good  News  is  needed 
in  the  church.”  Fine  and  dandy.  But  the 
affirmation  of  any  possible  specific 
contribution  “Good  News”  might  be 
making  never  achieves  the  clarity  of  the 
criticism.  Paul  A.  Mickey 

Durham,  North  Carolina 

‘Excellent  idea’ 

To  the  Editor: 

What  an  excellent  idea  to  have  the 
bookstands  in  local  churches  (TM/UMR, 
August  17) .  I  would  also  strongly  urge  the 
Publishing  House  to  include  books  for 
children.  Prior  to  Christmas  especially, 
these  books  sell  well.  I  know  from 
experience  parents  and  grandparents 
would  like  to  get  good  books  for  the 
children.  I  hope  these  would  include 
missionary  hero  stories. 

Margaret  C.  Cooke 

San  Jacinto,  California 


Women’s  role  to  ‘civilize  males’  critiqued,  supported 


was  so  touched  by  the  tender  scene  that 
he  never  sent  us  a  bill.  He  examirted 
Laura’s  hand,  and  pronounced  it;  a 
miracle:  “I  can  see  your  blood  vessel,^ 
just  sitting  in  there  winking  at  me!  It’s 
not  even  bruised!  Someone  sure  watches 
over  you,  young  lady.” 

“I  know  who  watches  over  me!  It’s 
Jesus.”  Laura  winked  at  me.  The  doctor 
sewed  up  each  side  of  her  hand,  and  then 
exclaimed  once  again  what  a  lucky  little 
girl  she  was. 

Soon  we  were  on  our  way  home, 
exhausted  and  happy.  Laura  said,  i“I 
would  like  to  have  you  say  my  prayers 
with  me,  Mommie,  and  then  I  want  to  go 
right  to  bed .  ”  We  knelt  by  her  bed  as  soon 
as  she  had  her  pajamas  on.  She  gave 
thanks  for  the  gray  lady,  the  nurses,  and 
the  doctor.  Then  she  prayed,  “Please, 
God,  don’t  let  my  brother  Bob  feel  too 
bad.  It  really  wasn’t  his  fault.” 

This  beautiful  experience  has  taught  us 
many  things:  we  have  prayed  for 
Laura’s  hand,  especially  after  finding 
that  tendons  become  easily  infected.  Her 
hand  healed  in  a  week,  and  is  almost  well 
now.  Love  was  realized  between  brother 
and  sister,  and  Laura  found  joy  and 
happiness  even  in  the  midst  of  pain.  IVfay 
she  continue  in  this  joy  she  Has 
discovered.  May  this  blessed  child  bring 
others  to  joy  and  love  all  her  life. 


Laura  begins  journey 

We  fell  away  from  faith,  all  of  us. 
Laura  found  Christ  again  during  her 
fifteenth  year,  and  He  made  many 
changes  in  her  life.  Now  she  wants  to 
devote  all  of  her  energy  to  the  Lord,  and  I 
feel  twinges  of  jealousy.  Did  I  not  pray 
for  her  to  be  His  instrument?  If  she  goes 
off  to  serve  Him,  how  can  I  feel  loss  or 
betrayal?  How  silly  of  me.  In  glorifying 
God,  in  whatever  way  she  will  be  led  to, 
she  is  only  giving  what  I  was  loaned 
temporarily.  I  am  so  worldly  and  so  very 
lost.  She  has  what  I  have  wanted  for  her 
all  along,  which  is  that  joy  and  happiness 
she  knew  and  shared  with  me  so  long  ago 
in  the  emergency  room. 

And  so,  I  look  back  on  the  day  we  said 
farewell  this  fall.  The  four  white  walls  of 
her  room  were  stark,  and  the  white 
draperies  didn’t  help.  Chuck  and  I  went 
to  the  parents’  orientation  with  heavy 
hearts.  When  we  returned,  we  found 
Laura  had  transformed  the  room.  Her 
personality  and  her  faith  had  been 
established  at  Pepperdine  University: 
the  brilliant  “Jesus”  in  bold  orange 
letters  hung  in  one  corner,  and  all  her 
posters  were  on  the  walls.  Papers  and 
pens,  books  and  her  lamp,  all  stood  ready 
for  use  —  ready  for  the  great  adventure 
of  growing  up.  The  whole  room 
proclaimed:  “Here  I  come,  world.  I’m 
ready  to  learn  and  ready  to  grow  in  the 
Lord!  Love,  Laura.” 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Charlene 
Baldridge,  lives  in  San  Diego,  California. 

TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  a 
new  local  church  edition  at  Colonial  Park 
UMC  in  Memphis,  Tennessee  (Memphis 
Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  about  530  subscriber- 
families  at  Colonial  Park  UMC  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with 
their  own  local  church  news  printed  pn 
the  front  page  and  including  three  other 
pages  of  general  church  news  apd 
comment.  ; 

To  these  new  readers  in  Tennessee  we 
say:  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  fipd 
your  new  church  newspaper  informative 
and  that  you  will  join  our  other  readqrs 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedbapk 
via  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  we  spy 
again:  “Thank  you  for  reading  your  edi¬ 
tion  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  Reporter);.” 


More  letters 


Witness  about  ‘gay9  friend  discussed 


To  the  Editor: 

Even  while  still  pondering  why  I  was  so 
moved  by  his  words,  I  am  writing  to 
thank  Mr.  Steinsiek  for  his  heart-rending 
“witness”  to  a  “gay”  theologian 
(TM/UMR,  August  17). 

Despite  no  knowledge  of  any  “gay” 
friends,  I  still  felt  the  sting  of  tears  as  I 
read  through  his  piece  and  felt,  to  my 
core,  his  loyalty  and  concern  for  the 
feelings  of  another. 

Although  I  was  raised  to  always  look  at 
every  conceivable  side  of  a  story,  I  have 
been  scolded,  at  times,  for  my 
forgiveness  of  those  who  have  done  me 
wrong.  But  here  I  have  found  a  soul¬ 
mate.  We  probably  have  all  ached  for  a 
relative  or  friend  —  but  that  tends  to  be 
short-lived  because  “life  goes  on  . . .” 

I  can  only  imagine  the  dull  pain  of  Mr. 
Steinsiek:  I  sympathize  nonetheless. 

God’s  blessing  on  him  and  a  watchful 
eye  on  him  in  his  effort  to  see  justice 
done. 

L.  C.  Petolicchio 
Springfield.  Pennsylvania 

Still  a  sin 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined  “I  saw  your  face 
and  I  remembered  gifts,  pain”  by 
Willard  L.  Steinsiek  (TM/UMR.  August 
17)  really  touched  me  as  I  read  it,  and  I 
knew  this  man  was  touched  by  what  he 
saw. 

I  just  want  to  say,  though,  that 


according  to  God’s  Word,  homosexuality 
is  still  sin.  But  God  doesn’t  write  them  off 
the  book,  so  to  say;  He  gives  them  a  way 
out:  Jesus  Christ.  We  are  overcomers  in 
Jesus!  But  we  all  have  to  want  to 
overcome  a  particular  weakness  or  sin  in 
our  life.  Prostitutes  must  overcome, 
sodomites  must  overcome,  and  the  list 
goes  on.  All  but  one  sin  (that  against  the 
Holy  Spirit)  is  forgivable.  But  we  must 
label  sin  as  sin.  It  doesn’t  mean  we  still 
don’t  care  for  those  who  are  trapped  by 
Satan’s  deceit.  Let’s  help  them  be 
victorious  over  this.  God  can  help  them 
conquer  wrong  desires.  My  Heavenly 
Father  is  just.  He  wouldn’t  let  something 
be  in  our  “genes”  and  condemn  us  to 
eternal  fire,  but  he  holds  fast  to  His 
Word.  He  destroyed  Sodom  for  their  sin 
and  He  plainly  states  who  will  and  will 
not  enter  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

So  let’s  help  these  people  and  show 
them  a  way  out  through  Jesus,  not  by 
accepting  their  lifestyle,  but  by  helping 
them  overcome  it  through  our  Savior. 

Sharon  Woodard 

Carthage,  Texas 

Deeply  moved 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  had  many  deep  moving  spiritual 
experiences  when  some  special 
experience  lifts  you  above  this  limited 
time  and  space  and  you  sense  the 
sublimity  of  the  encompassing  feeling  of 
great  awe  and  beauty  and  the 
enlightenment  that  caused  you  to  grow  a 


little  more  in  love  and  understanding.  I 
experience  the  same  while  reading 
Willard  Steinsiek’s  contribution  to  “My 
Witness”  (TM/UMR,  August  17)  which 
was  headlined  “I  saw  your  face  and  I 
remembered  gifts,  pain.” 

In  my  opinion  (and  please  don’t  cry 
heresy),  the  Psalms  cannot  compare  to 
the  sheer  beauty  and  spiritual  poetry  of 
this  writing. 

It  is  seldom  we  are  privileged  to  know 
a  person  of  this  stature  inside  or  outside 
the  church.  Too  many  of  us  seemingly 
were  born  with  tunnel  vision  and  have 
never  expanded  our  scope. 

I  would  like  to  see  this  writing  in  every 
church  bulletin  across  the  nation  and  to 
Mr.  Steinsiek  I  say  “yours  for  continuing 
enlightenment  in  love  and  brotherhood.” 
For  when  you  have  lifted  up  your  brother 
then  you  will  know  I  am  the  father. 

Ruby  Threewitt 
Westmoreland,  Kansas 

Well  said! 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  to  affirm  what  Rev.  Willard  L. 
Steinsiek  said  in  your  “My  Witness” 
column  under  the  heading  “I  saw  your 
face  and  I  remembered  gifts,  pain” 
(TM/UMR,  August  17).  He  says  it  so 
well! 

Your  July  27  editorial  challenging  us  to 
be  better  stewards  of  our  natural 
resources  was  also  great! 

Barbara  Mader 
El  Paso.  Texas 


“CAKe  cbis 
sbARe1 i  c 


Luke  22:17  (TEVI 


World  Communion  Sunday 
October  7, 1979 

Share  the  cup  and  the  loaf.  As  we  take  of  the  cup  and  the  loaf,  in  the 
company  of  Christians  around  the  world  on  this  day,  we  publicly  affirm 
our  commitment  to  Christ  and  are  thankful  for  God's  grace. 

Share  in  special  ministries.  Our  discipleship  includes  a  commitment  to 
carry  on  His  ministry.  United  Methodists  share  in  ministries  to  many 
persons  through  the  World  Communion  Offering. 

Crusade  Scholars— Minority  Scholars-United  Methodist  Chaplains 


Order  World  Communion  Sunday  materials  from 

United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St. 

Evanston,  III.  60201 


PAGE  3 


..  SEPTEMBER  7, 1979 


An  ice-coated  firefighter  receives  a  cup  of  coffee  from  the  Rev.  Bill 
Peckham,  who  is  on  24-hour  call  for  fire,  police  and  rescue  squads  in  the 
Springfield,  III.  area. 

‘I  thought  I  knew  Springfield’ 

Minister  serves  6 streets’ 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  -  "Father, 
what  are  you  doing  here? ! ’’  asked  the 
drunken  man  incredulously  as  he 
stared  at  a  man  in  clerical  collar  and 
slacks,  walking  a  notorious 
Springfield  street. 

The  man  explained  he  was  not  a 
priest,  and  introduced  himself  as  the 
Rev.  Bill  Peckham,  a  United  Metho¬ 
dist  minister  on  special  appointment 
to  Contact  Ministries,  an  interdenomi¬ 
national  ministry  to  individuals  such 
as  the  man  standing  before  him. 

"How  can  you  be  a  preacher  without  a 
church?”  the  man  pursued  his 
questioning.  "Boy,  do  I  need  to  talk  to 
you,"  he  finally  decided. 

"I  spent  two  and  a  half  hours  in  the 
back  booth  of  a  bar  with  three  hookers 
and  four  drunks,  and  the  group  left 
with  a  handful  of  my  cards  for  some 
other  people,”  Mr.  Peckham  told 
TM/UMR.  ‘‘My  congregation  is  made 
up  of  drunks,  pimps,  prostitutes,  the 
hungry,  the  homeless  .  .  .  and  I  spend 
more  time  in  bars  and  jails  than  in 
church.” 

Yet  the  minister  said  emphatically 
that  this  street  "congregation”  needs 
the  fellowship  and  support  of  the 
institutional  church,  which  is  often 
unaware  of  these  “outsiders.” 

‘Outsiders’  to  church 

"The  real  outsider  to  the  church  is 
like  the  outsider  in  society,”  Mr. 
Peckham  observed.  "The  church  too 
often  drives  down  Main  Street  and 
fails  to  see  the  outsider.  If  they  think 
the  outsider  is  going  to  come  knocking 
at  their  door,  they’ve  got  another 
think  coming.” 

Churches  are  reaching  into  the 
streets  of  Springfield,  however,  for  it 
was  through  the  support  of  more  than 
40  churches  of  varying  denominations 
that  Contact  Ministries  was  begun  in 
June,  1978  with  Mr.  Peckham  and 
volunteers.  The  program  serves 
Springfield  and  Sangamon  county,  an 
area  with  a  population  of  approxi¬ 
mately  150,000. 

Mr.  Peckham  explained  the 
program  has  four  basic  functions:  1) 
information  land  referral  of  human 
and  social  welfare  needs  ("We  are 
general  practitioners  of  need,  unlike 
most  agencies,  which  are 
specialized”);  2)  coordination  of 
interchurch  projects  and  programs 
(such  as  the  CROP  hunger  appeal 
walk  and  ecumenical  services);  3) 
emergency  chaplaincy  (on  24-hour 
call  for  police,  fire  and  rescue 
squads);  and  4)  "Shepherd  of  the 
Street.”  It  is  through  the  fourth 
purpose  that  Mr.  Peckham  is 
available  nightly  to  people  on  the 
streets  of  Springfield. 

Hold  them  and  cry 

Violence  is  a  fact  of  life  for  Mr. 
Peckham,  who  arrived  one  night  at 
the  scene  of  a  fatal  shooting  as  the 
victim  lay  on  the  ground,  his  body  still 
twitching.  "Do  you  by  any  chance 
know  who  this  is?”  he  asked  a 
bystander. 

"Yes,”  the  man  answered,  looking 
at  the  young  man  on  the  ground. 
"That’s  my  boy.” 

"There  are  times  when  the  only 
thing  to  do  is  hold  on  to  them  — 
literally  —  and  cry,"  Mr.  Peckham 
said.  "When  you  walk  into  a  family 
and  tell  them  their  19-year-old 
daughter  has  just  been  murdered, 
that’s  no  time  to  talk  —  it’s  a  time  to 
cry.” 

Some  tragedies  are  not  on  the 
street.  Mr.  Peckham’s  experiences 
also  include  learning  of  a  family  with 
children  that  had  been  living  on  celery 


for  two  days,  and  an  elderly  woman 
whose  only  meals  were  old  cans  of 
spaghetti,  heated  in  a  coffeepot  and 
eaten  with  a  knife.  “In  Springfield, 
the  most  frequent  request  we  get  is  for 
food,”  Mr.  Peckham  said.  "We  have 
three  ecumenical  food  pantries,  and 
we  have  to  struggle  to  keep  food  in 
them.” 

Mr.  Peckham’s  office,  called  "The 
Helping  Place,”  is  a  storefront 
building  across  from  the  First  UMC  of 
Springfield.  In  addition  to  regular 
daytime  office  hours,  Mr.  Peckham  is 
in  his  office  from  7-10  p.m.,  then  he 
hits  the  streets  until  2  a.m.,  seven 
days  a  week. 

"In  any  community,  if  you've  gc* 
trouble  after  office  hours,  you’ve  got 
trouble,"  Mr.  Peckham  said, 
explaining  his  long  hours.  "Agencies 
and  churches  lock  up  and  go  home.” 
Through  Contact  Ministries,  the 
churches  are  able  to  meet  more 
needs. 

The  minister  is  more  than  a 
"Shepherd  of  the  Street;  ”  he  is  also  a 
clown.  The  founder  and  executive 
director  of  “The  Holy  Fools,”  a  clown 
ministry  group  with  more  than  500 
local  chapters,  Mr.  Peckham  is 
widely  known  as  a  clown  named 
"Joey."  Recently,  however,  he 
developed  his  new  clown  character, 
"Diogenes,”  born  of  a  painful 
experience. 

At  the  scene  of  a  fire  one  night,  an 
industrial  cable  with  high-speed  recoil 
came  loose  and  the  hook  caught  one  of 
Mr.  Peckham’s  feet,  turning  him 
upside  down  and  driving  him 
headfirst  into  concrete  rubble.  A 
fireman’s  helmet  saved  him  from 
head  injury,  but  with  a  shattered 
elbow  and  damaged  nerves  in  his 
arm,  he  faced  the  possibility  of  losing 
the  limb. 

"I  thought  if  I  could  choose  a  clown 
to  visit  me  in  the  hospital,  it  would  be 
Emmett  Kelly,  who  would  just  lay  his 
head  on  my  shoulder  —  no  words,” 
said  Mr.  Peckham,  now  recovered 
with  much  use  of  his  arm  regained. 
He  admits  Diogenes  was  bom  of  pain 
and  frustration,  and  of  his 
experiences  on  the  streets  of 
Springfield.  The  clown,  who  is  not 
used  in  his  street  ministry,  especially 
likes  kids  and  old  people  and  has  a 
real  "thing”  about  losers,  he  said. 

The  “losers"  are  also  a  principal 
concern  to  him  in  his  street  ministry, 
as  he  insists  the  “outsiders”  of  the 
streets  need  the  institutional  church 
as  well. 

Find  a  way  to  welcome 

“We  need  to  find  a  way  to  make 
these  people  welcome,  and  get  them 
into  the  institutional  church,”  he  said. 
"I  know  the  church  would  say  a  drunk 
is  welcome,  but  I’m  not  sure  the  drunk 
would  feel  welcome  in  his  head,  and 
I’m  not  sure  the  church  could  put  up 
with  the  smell  and  appearance.”  he 
added,  recalling  his  trips  with  drunks 
headed  for  detoxification. 

"And  I’m  not  saying  a  church  would 
be  intentionally  unfriendly  to  the 
poor,  but  there  is  great  pride,  and  the 
poor  must  protect  what  pride  they 
have  left,  without  looking  out  of 
place.”  Mr.  Peckham  stresses  that 
ways  must  be  found  to  bring  them  into 
the  church. 

"I  don’t  think  you  can  be  a  Christian 
alone  any  more  than  you  can  be 
human  alone.  Many  people  on  the 
street  feel  isolated.  Just  as  members 
of  A. A.  (Alcoholics  Anonymous)  need 
help  to  stay  dry,  you  need  company  to 
help  you  stay  Christian.  The  Christian 
church  at  its  best  is  a  ‘Sinners 
Anonymous’  —  people  hanging  in 
there  to  help  one  another  through  the 
hardest  times." 
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‘Boat  people’  face  grim  choices 

On-site  report ,  interviews  with  refugees 


families  with  children.  Many  of  those 
who  go  to  the  zones  die  or  disappear. 
Many  who  refuse  to  go  also  die  or 
disappear.  Most  of  those  who  are  sent  to 
the  zones  are  former  urban  dwellers  or 
sea  people,  with  no  Skills  at  living  in  the 
rural  areas  or  of  beginning  farming  from 
scratch.  So  they -try  to  flee  from  what 
they  consider  almost  certain  death.  I  met 
them  in  some  of  the  refugee  camps  in 
Hong  Kong.  They  were  former  clerks, 
fishermen,  teachers,  nurses,  doctors, 
and  even  clergy. 

The  camps  have  various  names:  Kai 
Tak  North,  .Jubilee  Road,  Tuen  Mun,  Kai 
Tak  East,  Cape  Collinson,  Chimawan, 
Government  Dockyards.  Argyle  Street, 
Ma  Tau  Wai.  But  they  all  have  one  thing 
in  common  —  thousands  of  bewildered 
people  who  have  arrived  with  nothing  but 
the  clothes  on  their  backs  who  have 
endured  fantastic  perils  in  search  of  hope 
for  a  new  life.  There  are  more  than  65,000 
crowded  into  the  camps  in  Hong  Kong, 
and  more  than  300,000  more  in  other 
camps  in  various  nations  around  the  rim 
of  the  South  China  Sea  In  Asia  this  is 
being  called  “The  New  Holocaust.” 

They  have  been  cast  out  of  their 
homeland  and  leaving  Vietnam  some  of 
them  thought  that  they  would  be 
welcomed  as  heroes.  Or,  at  least 


welcomed  as  persons  of  some  worth  as 
they  have  reached  land. 

However,  the  refugees  have  been 
shocked  as  they  have  arrived  in  these 
countries  and  as  they  await 
resettlement.  They  now  find  that  they 
are  an  embarrassment  to  their  host 
nations,  and  that  no  one  wants  to 
consider  their  actions  as  heroic.  People 
in  the  proposed  resettlement  nations  see 
the  "boat  people”  as  competitors  and  as 
one  more  burden  upon  those  societies. 

The  refugees  remember  seeing  the 
many  little  boats  sinking  around  them  as 
they  made  their  way  towards  safety,  and 
each  person  has  the  same  story:  for  each 
one  who  made  it  safely  at  least  one  or 
more  died  out  in  the  vastness  of  the 
ocean.  Their  eyes  reflect  the  terror  and 
the  horror  of  those  months  at  sea  —  long 
weeks  of  crowded  conditions,  for  the 
boats  arriving  in  Hong  Kong  in  July  left 
Vietnam  in  May.  They  crowd  around 
each  visitor  to  the  camp,  anxious  with 
questions  about  work  opportunities  or 
about  a  chance  to  find  a  home 
somewhere. 

The  people  who  administer  the  camps 
do  so  with  care  and  compassion,  but 
there  is  too  little  medical  care  available, 
too  much  crowding  in  bunks  and 
buildings,  and  no  privacy  at  all  for 


Family-style  bathing  is  the  order  of  the  day  for  these  Vietnamese  refugees 
at  Kai  Tak  East  Camp  in  Hong  Kong,  as  rows  of  wash  are  hung  out  to  dry. 
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For  refugees 

UMs  add  happier  chapters 


By  KENNETH  B.  McINTOSH 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

HONG  KONG  -  From  May  through 
September  each  year  powerful  typhoons 
swirl  across  the  South  China  Sea.  Since 
before  May  of  this  year  1979  tiny  boats, 
jammed  with  refugees,  have  been 
braving  the  typhoons  and  powerful 
currents  of  that  Sea  in  an  attempt  to 
reach  some  place  of  safety.  They  are  the 
"boat  people,”  those  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  "ethnic  Chinese” 
Vietnamese,  along  with  some  others  who 
are  considered  to  be  “real”  Vietnamese. 

The  Vietnamese  government  has 
defined  "ethnic  Chinese”  Vietnamese  to 
be  those  whose  families  have  been  in 
Vietnam  for  less  than  five  generations. 
Some  300,000  of  them  were  able  to  safely 
make  it  to  China  across  the  northern 
border,  shared  with  the  Peoples’ 
Republic  of  China,  before  that  border 
was  closed.  For  all  those  who  were  left 
there  were  two  stark  choices:  to  be 
moved  out  to  the  “new  economic  zones” 
or  to  find  some  way  of  leaving  the 
country.  All  who  leave  must  sell  their 
possessions  on  the  black  market  and  use 
the  money  to  buy  passage  on  a  boat. 

In  a  private  conversation  with  an  Asian 
who  had  just  returned  from  Vietnam  and 
who  had  been  admitted  to  one  of  the 
"new  economic  zones,”  I  was  told  of  life 
there.  Of  course,  as  the  speaker  said,  the 
only  major  resource  which  Vietnam  now 
has  is  people.  The  land  is  ravaged 
throughout  the  whole  of  Vietnam.  Huge 
areas  of  formerly  lush  rice-producing 
land  have  been  left  as  virtual  deserts 
because  of  the  large-scale  defoliation 
efforts  of  U.S.  troops  during  th£  Vietnam 
War.  These  barren  areas  are  the  "new 
economic  zones”  and  it  is  to  those  areas 
that  the  primarily  "ethnic  Chinese” 
Vietnamese  are  being  sent. 

Life  there  is  grim.  A  family  is  provided 
with  rice  for  food  for  six  months,  and  in 
that  period  of  time  a  crop  must  be  made 
so  that  the  family  can  be  self-sufficient. 
However,  one  must  travel  many  miles  to 
find  wood  for  fuel,  for  housing,  and  for 
other  needs.  There  is  no  medical  care  at 
all  and  no  education  available  for  the 


Compiled  From  News  Reports 

The  tragic  story  of  the  "boat  people” 
and  earlier  refugees  cannot  be  erased, 
but  happier  chapters  can  now  be  added, 
as  a  number  of  United  Methodists  across 
the  nation  are  setting  out  to  prove.  While 
many  congregations  are  anxiously 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  refugees  they 
have  offered  to  sponsor,  others  have  now 
oeen  aDie  to  welcome  tne  newcomers  ana 
help  them  settle  into  homes  and  jobs  in 
the  U.S. 

Home  for  Laotian  refugee  Por  Ly  and 
his  family  is  now  Cleveland,  Tenn., 
where  they  arrived  July  26  after 
spending  four  years  in  a  Thailand 
refugee  camp  since  their  flight  from 
Laos  in  1975.  The  Catholic  family  was 
initially  sponsored  by  three  Cleveland 
UM  churches:  Wesley  Memorial  UMC, 
First  UMC  and  Broad  Street  UMC. 
Recently,  they  were  joined  by  a  fourth 
sponsor,  St.  Therese  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  also  of  Cleveland. 

The  Ly  family  was  originally 
scheduled  to  arrive  in  May,  but  lack  of 
travel  funds  provided  by  the  U.S.  and 
medical  problems  caused  two  delays 
Finally,  the  family  arrived  by  plane  — 
Ly,  a  man  in  his  mid-20s;  his  wife,  Chang 
Her,  their  children,  a  girl  nearly  three 
years  old  and  a  son  four  months  old  ,  and 
Ly’s  mother  —  weeping,  because  another 
son  had  married  and  stayed  in  a  refugee 
camp  while  his  wife’s  papers  are 
readied. 

Rev.  Stan  McCready,  pastor  of  Wesley 
Memorial  UMC  said,  “the  long  delays 
discouraged,  but  the  unity  and 
cooperation  of  the  community  and 
other  churches  has  made  this  an  exciting 
undertaking.” 

The  journey  to  the  U.S.  may  have  been 
further  than  any  the  Lys  had  yet  taken, 
but  the  longest,  hardest  trip  was  the  one 
they  took  in  secret  out  of  Laos,  after  Mr. 
Ly  —  a  farmer  serving  in  the  National 
Laotian  Army  —  and  his  comrades  were 
told  they  would  join  the  communist 
forces  taking  over  Laos,  or  be  killed. 

The  move  to  a  modest  six-room 
apartment  in  Cleveland  and  a  job  for  Mr. 
Ly  offer  many  hopes,  but  also  present 
certain  difficulties  as  the  family  adjusts 
to  a  new  culture.  The  family,  illiterate 
even  in  their  native  tongue,  must  learn  to 


use  English.  They  must  also  learn  to  use 
equipment  in  their  home  which 
Americans  usually  take  for  granted  — 
water  faucets,  a  refrigerator,  commode, 
gas  range,  television  —  even  the  toys 
frightened  the  older  child  more  than  they 
pleased  her,  according  to  one  Tennessee 
reporter. 

However,  the  family  is  apparently 
excited  and  ready  to  undertake  the  tasks 
they  confront,  with  Mr.  Ly  asking  shortly 
after  their  arrival  to  "see”  his  new  job, 
and  making  frequent  use  of  his  one 
English  word:  "Okay!” 

Among  other  UM  churches  aiding  in 
refugee  resettlement  efforts  are : 

•  The  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Delaware,  Ohio,  which  has  received  the 
“ethnic  Chinese”  refugee  family  of  Kuei 
Wu  through  Church  World  Service.  Mr. 
Wu,  his  wife  and  their  four-year-old 
daughter  arrived  July  23  after  an  18-hour 
flight  from  Singapore.  This  is  the  second 
refugee  family  sponsored  by  the  church, 
which  also  took  on  the  responsibility  of  a 
family  in  1975. 

The  Wus  are  among  the  “boat  people” 
who  tell  of  their  harrowing  escapes, 
having  left  a  Saigon  port  with  300  other 
refugees  on  a  55-foot  craft,  according  to 
the  East  Ohio  Today  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

A  masonry  job  has  been  found  for  Mr. 
Wu,  while  church  members  offer  the 
couple  assistance  ranging  from  language 
instruction  to  assistance  in  banking  and 
using  coin-operated  washing  machines. 

•  The  Baldwinsville,  N.Y.  UMC,  which 
greeted  Ly  Buu  Lac,  his  wife,  cousin  and 
brother-in-law  —  a  family  of  “ethnic 
Chinese”  refugees  from  Vietnam  — 
early  in  July. 

The  refugees  are  staying  with  a 
Baldwinsville  family  until  they  can  be 
provided  with  a  home.  The  middle-class 
family  had  been  stripped  of  their 
belongings  and  forced  to  work  as  farm 
laborers  for  less  pay  than  the  cost  of  their 
food,  according  to  the  Central  New  York 
Conference  Reporter. 

After  two  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
escape  in  1976  and  1977,  they  managed  to 
flee  by  boat  in  May.  The  boat,  attacked  10 
times  by  pirates,  with  people  robbed  and 
women  raped,  was  finally  rescued  by  a 
U.S.  Navy  destroyer  and  the  people 
taken  to  a  Thailand  refugee  camp.  After 


two  months,  they  were  guaranteed 
political  asylum  and  permitted  to  come 
to  the  U.S. 

The  head  of  the  family  has  obtained  a 
job  with  an  electronics  firm,  and  the  two 
boys  are  working  on  a  Comprehensive 
Employment  Training  Act  (CETA) 
program . 

A  consultant  for  Church.  World  Service 
has  said  many  medical  holds  which 
prevent  entire  Indochinese  families  from 
leaving  refugee  camps  in  Southeast  Asia 
are  superficial  and  could  easily  be 
eliminated,  according  to  reports  from 
the  California-Nevada  edition  of  UMR. 

John  Tenhula,  who  visited  13  of  the  36 
camps  on  a  two-week  journey,  said  60 
percent  of  the  refugees  are  on  medical 
holds  in  Malaysia,  and  noted  conditions 
in  transit  centers  are  “terrible.”  He 
added  medical  supplies  and  funds  are 
needed. 

He  said  refugees  do  not  present 
potential  health  hazards.  Sponsors  need 
to  be  aware  of  common  disorders  that 
are  suffered  by  refugees.  He  added  it  is 
easy  to  get  the  refugees  back  into  good 
health. 

The  group  of  eight  people  who  were  on 
the  fact-finding  tour  included  Lilia 
Fernandez,  refugee  secretary  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR).  The  group  will  make  three 
major  recommendations  to  Church 
World  Service  and  the  denominations 
which  support  it.  including  the  UMC. 

Those  recommendations  are:  1)  an 
equity  in  numbers  between  the  land 
people,  the  boat  people  and  the  push-offs 
who  were  pushed  away  from  Malaysia 
and  landed  in  Indonesia:  2)  funds  for 
medical  supplies  for  the  camps,  to 
alleviate  the  medical  holds  preventing 
refugees  from  leaving;  and  3) 
sponsorship 

Meanwhile,  a  National  Day  of  Prayer 
for  the  Boat  People  and  an  interdenomi¬ 
national  letter-writing  campaign  is  being 
urged  by  a  group  organized  at  the  Park 
Avenue  UMC  in  Manhattan.  N.  Y. 

Churches  wishing  to  learn  more  about 
sponsoring  families  may  also  contact 
Lilia  Fernandez,  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  475  Riverside  Dr., 
Room  1470,  New  York,  N.Y.,  10027, 
telephone  212-678-6283. 


families.  In  spite  of  all  of  this  their  spirits 
remain  good  and  those  fortunate  ones 
who  have  come  this  far  look  into  the 
future  with  optimism. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  B.  McIntosh  is  a 
Field  Interpreter  for  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  a  former  missionary  to 
Hong  Kong  and  a  member  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council-North  American 
Section. 

the  church 


President  given  honorary 
degree  at  Emory  University 

ATLANTA  —  President  Jimmy  Carter 
joined  university  and  United  Methodist 
officials  at  Emory  University  on 
Thursday,  Aug.  30  in  breaking  ground  for 
the  William  R.  Cannon  Chapel  and 
Religious  Center  of  the  Candler  School  of 
Theology. 

The  president,  accompanied  by  First 
Lady  Rosalynn  Carter  and  their 
daughter,  Amy,  received  an  honorary 
doctor  of  laws  degree  during  the 
ceremony. 

The  chapel  is  named  in  honor  of  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon  of  the  Atlanta  area  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Bishop 
Cannon,  who  was  dean  of  Candler  from 
1953  to  1968,  is  a  longtime  friend  of  Mr 
Carter  and  gave  a  prayer  at  the 
presidential  inauguration  in  1977. 

Scarritt  College  president 
resigns;  successor  sought 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Douglas  Reid 
Sasser,  president  of  Scarritt  College  here 
since  June  1978,  has  resigned  effective 
Jan.  1, 1980. 

Citing  the  necessity  of  assuming 
responsibility  for  his  family’s  business  in 
Millen,  Ga.,  Dr.  Sasser  said,  "The 
decision  to  leave  has  not  been  an  easy 
one  to  make.  We  have  known  it  was  a 
distinct  possibility  at  any  time  during  the 
past  10  years  of  my  father’s  ill  health.  It 
has  only  now  come  to  a  head  with  his 
recent  death.” 

Owned  by  the  General  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Scarritt 
College  specializes  in  the  education  of  lay 
professionals  and  volunteers  to  serve  in 
local  churches  and  in  mission  outreach. 

Dual  name  scrapped; 
country  is  ‘Zimbabwe’ 

SALISBURY,  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia 
(RNS)  —  Prime  Minister  Abel  T. 

,  Muzorewa  has  announced  that  the 
nation’s  compromise  dual  name  will  be 
scrapped  and  the  country  will  henceforth 
be  known  as  Zimbabwe. 

At  a  rally  in  Fort  Victoria  (Aug.  28), 
the  prime  minister,  who  is  on  leave  of 
absence  as  United  Methodist  Bishop  of 
Salisbury,  said  the  name  change  would 
become  effective  before  the 
constitutional  talks  on  the  future  of  the 
country  begin  in  London  on  Sept.  10. 

The  announcement  means  that  for  the 
first  time  since  1890,  all  reference  to 
Cecil  John  Rhodes,  a  South  Africa-based 
English  politician  and  businessman  who 
gained  control  over  the  area’s  mineral 
and  metals  and  organized  the  first  white 
settlements  there,  will  be  eradicated 
from  the  name  of  the  former  British 
colony. 

For 
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— Your  Christmas  List 
— Your  Own  Enjoyment 

Quality  Products  From  A 
Christian  Community 

Pecan  Halves  and  Pieces 
Peanuts  &  Peanut  Products 
FruitCakes  Granola 
Write  for  Free  Catalog 
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_ Classified _ 

NEED  TO  FIND  1949  Kentucky  Conference  Annual 
Conference  Journal  Will  pay  reasonable  price 
Write:  Rev  Ed  Elswick,  Box  696.  Shattuck.  OK 
73858 _ 

TWO  WAYS  TO  OBERAMMERGAl1  PASSION 
PLAY.  1980  June:  Italy.  Austria.  Germany. 
Switzerland.  Sept  :  Germany  Austria.  Hungary 
Experienced  personal  hosts  Frederick  Marsh,  First 
Church.  1320  Main.  Houston.  TX  77002  (  713 1  652-2999 
NEW  BOOK  on  pastoral  counseling  ''A 
Psychological  Structure  for  Christian 
Psychotherapy."  Foreword  by  Dr  Maxie  C. 
Maultsby.  M  D  ,  Psychiatrist  at  the  College  of 
Medicine.  University  of  Kentucky:  Positive 
commentary  by  Bishop  Dwight  E  Loder.  West  Ohio 
Conference,  United  Methodist  Church  Written  for 
pastors  by  an  ordained  United  Methodist  clergyman 
Paperback  199  pages  Send  $5.50  to  Ralph  V.  Hudson. 
143  Fort  Street.  Bremen,  OH  43107 

WANTED  Full-time  Youth  Director.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Demopolis.  AL  Must  direct  youth 
choir,  children's  choirs,  and  total  youth  program 
Job  description  available  Salary  negotiable  Contact 
Pastor  Walter  Albritton.  ( 205  »  289-1933  200  E. 

Decattir  St  .  Demopolis.  AL  36732 

OBERAMMERGAL'  &  EUROPE.  July  10-26.  1980. 
escorted  quality  tour  includes  16  days  and  8  major 
European  cities  and  the  once-in-a-decade  passion 
play!  Departure  from  Bismarck.  N.D.  Write  soon  to 
Satrom  Travel  &  Tour.  316  N  5th  St  ,  Bismarck.  N.D. 
58501,  or  call  (701  >  258-5000 _ 

DIRECTOR  for  New  Conference  Pastoral  Care  and 
Counseling  Office  wanted  Send  resume  to  Mrs  Roy 
Webster.  4008  Norboume  Blvd.,  Louisville.  KY  40207 


OBERAMMERGAU  and  Holy  Land  tour.  September 
1980  Free  brochure  Dr  Ira  B  Allen,  tour  guide, 
thirty  years  travel  experience,  1015  W.  Cedar  Ave., 
Redlands,  CA  92373 

QUALITY  HOLY  LAND  TOUR.  Dr  David  Knecht. 
leader,  Nov  25-Dec.  5.  1979,  departure  from  Bis¬ 
marck.  N  D,  study  materials  to  enhance  this  fine 
experience,  write  Dr.  Knecht.  Satrom  Travel  &  Tour, 
316  N  5th  St  .  Bismarck.  N  D  58501.  nr  call  <701 1258- 
5000 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuei  Wu  and  their  four-year-old  daughter,  Mei,  Chinese  family  from  Vietnam,  are  sponsored  by  the  Asbury 
go  grocery  shopping  in  a  supermarket  for  the  first  time.  UMC  in  Delaware,  Ohio. 

assisted  by  Mrs.  Steve  Yang,  right.  The  Wus,  an  ethnic  photo  courtesy  of  Delaware  gazette 
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UM  women 
in  ministry 
studied 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Preliminary 
findings  from  research  on  United 
Methodism’s  1.000  clergy  women  refute 
some  popular  misconceptions  and  put  the 
women  at  some  variance  with  their  male 
;  counterparts  in  the  minis!:  y 

The  image  of  clergy  . n: in  ex  young 
and  single  or  if  marri  \-ftei  divorced, 
doesn't  stand  up,  according  to  findings 
from  a  research  proje:  ‘  conducted  by  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  research,  begun  at  the  Clergy- 
women's  Consultation  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
last  January,  shows  the  average  age  of  a 
United  Methodist  clergywoman  to  be  39. 
More  than  half  of  the  women  are 
married,  28  percent  to  a  clergy  spouse 
Just  under  eight  percent  of  the  women 
have  been  divorced,  whereas  13  percent 
of  male  clergy  in  the  denomination  are 
divorced.  This  is  considerably  below  the 
national  average 

Only  one  percent  of  the  women  have 
clergy  mothers;  nine  percent  of  their 
fathers  are  clergy,  again  considerably 
lower  than  male  clergy  response  to 
similar  questions  related  to  family 
influence.  Sixty-six  percent  of  the  women 
indicated  no  other  clergy  even  in  the 
extended  family. 

Women  responding  to  the  survey 
included  local  (lay)  pastors,  associate 
members,  seminarians,  deacons  and 
elders  The  findings  are  based  on  a  90 
percent  return  on  the  questionnaire, 
making  results  highly  reflective  of  the 
“total  population”  of  United  Methodist 
clergywomen. 

Dr.  Harry  Hale  Jr.,  head  of  the 
sociology  department  of  Northeast 
Louisiana  University,  and  Dr.  Morton 
King,  professor  emeritus  in  sociology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University, 
developed  the  questionnaire  for  the 
division  in  consultation  with  several 
clergywomen 

The  Rev.  Doris  Jones,  a  staff  member 
of  the  division,  said  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  the  first  denomination  to  have 
an  accurate  description  of  its  clergy¬ 
women.  She  is  pleased  to  have  concrete 
data  rather  than  hunches.  Recommenda¬ 
tions  from  the  division  are  expected  as  a 
result  of  the  findings. 

The  research,  Ms.  Jones  pointed  out,  is 
an  attempt  to  get  a  profile  of  the  entire 
career  of  clergywomen,  including  "the 
call,”  educational  background  and 
experiences  in  the  appointment  process. 
Questions  also  dealt  with  satisfactions 
and  problems  on  the  job,  as  well  as 
motivations  and  aspirations  for  the 
future. 

Women  told 
love,  politics 
go  together 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  Christian-educator- 
.  turned-Iowa-legislator,  Betty  Jean 
Clark,  said  here  the  mandate  to  “love 
your  neighbor”  requires  participation  in 
politics  today. 

“In  our  society,  where  government  is 
;  into  everything  except  breathing,  how 
can  you  love  your  neighbor  without 
,  participating  in  the  political  process?” 
she  asked  rhetorically  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  assembled  here  last  month  for 
a  national  seminar. 

“Politicians  are  making  the  decisions 
on  energy  and  on  many  other  issues  you 
are  concerned  about  as  United  Methodist 
Women,”  the  twice-elected  Iowa  repre¬ 
sentative  said.  “To  refuse  to  participate 
positively  is  to  settle  for  bad  politics.” 

Negative  feelings  about  politics  and 
,  politicians,  however,  are  more  prevalent 
than  positive  feelings.  An  informal 
survey  of  almost  200  women  here 
revealed  that  there  is  general  distrust  of 
and  alienation  toward  politicians  with  41 
percent  recording  negative  feelings  to  28 
percent  positive. 

Words  such  as  “crafty,  unfair,  un- 
v  Christian,  egocentric,  manipulative, 
smooth  and  fat’  ’  described  their  negative 
reactions.  On  the  positive  side  were 
heard  words  such  as  “needed,  powerful, 
sacrificial  giving  and  love  of  country.” 

“BeJe,”  as  Ms.  Clark  is  usually  called 
'except  on  ballots,  said  “politicians 
reflect  society.  When  you're  really  mad 
at  the  legislature,  remember  they  are 
representative  of  the  electorate  —  both 
good  and  bad.” 

The  Republican  office  holder  urged 
that  Christians  not  overlook  the 
importance  of  getting  good  people  elected 
to  office  in  their  zeal  for  issues.  Ms.  Clark 
,  said  elected  officials  will  tend  to  listen  to 
those  who  they  have  worked  with  and 
who  have  worked  for  them  in  the 
election. 

“When  you  vote  for  a  person,  you  are 
not  voting  for  a  facade,  but  for  a  method 
of  dealing  with  issues,”  she  said.  No 
candidate  can  know  in  advance  exactly 
how  they  will  vote  on  every  issue,  but 
voters  can  find  out  on  what  kinds  of 
things  the  candidate  will  base  decisions. 

Once  elected,  she  said,  it  is  a  great  help 
to  the  official  —  especially  when  tempted 
to  knuckle  under  on  some  votes  —  to 
know  that  Christian  people  back  home 
are  expecting  them  to  vote  their 
conscience. 

Ms  Clark  said  she  believes  the 
Christian  has  an  edge  in  politics  because 
they  tend  to  be  “person-centered”  and 
because  “I  know  that  the  Kingdom  of 
God  is  not  going  to  come  or  be  deterred 
by  the  Iowa  legislature.”  She  said  this 
realization  helps  her  keep  a  perspective 
on  what  she  is  doing  and  not  become 
disillusioned  by  the  job. 
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Findings  released  on  television  monitoring 

Violence  declines 


International  Year 
of  the  Child  1979 

Logo  recognizes  both  parents 

COMMODORE,  Pa.  —  A  variation  on  the  International  Year  of  the  Child  logo, 
above  right,  is  very  close  to  the  original,  above  left,  except  that  it  has  two  parents 
represented  instead  of  one.  # 

August  B.  Twigg,  the  designer,  said  that  “since  it  is  a  fact  that  it  takes  two 
parents  to  conceive  a  child,  we  can  conclude  that  God  intends  for  there  to  be  two 
parents.  Mothering  and  fathering  are  equally  important  tasks  in  the  rearing  of 
children."  Mr.  Twigg  said  he  was  first  requested  by  Bishop  Ralph  Nichols  to 
create  a  more  acceptable  design. 

The  6  x  10  foot  banner,  crafted  in  white  and  green  with  light  blue  lettering,  is 
available  for  persons  interested  in  borrowing  it  by  writing  or  calling  Mr.  Twigg. 
R.D.  #1.  Box  281,  Commodore.  Pa.  15729. 


Mental,  emotional  rehabilitation  added 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  Violence  on 
commercial  TV  this  year  continued  the 
decline  that  began  in  1977  as  a  result  of 
intense  citizen  pressure.  However,  those 
programs  which  show  violence  had  13 
percent  more  incidents  of  it  this  spring 
than  similar  shows  in  1977. 

These  were  among  major  findings  of  a 
third  monitoring  project  conducted  by 
Roger  Wagner  for  the  National  Citizens 
Committee  for  Broadcasting  (NCCB) 
based  here  and  chaired  by  Ralph  Nader. 

Major  funding  for  the  monitoring  effort 
was  provided  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  the 
American  Lutheran  Church,  as  well  as 
Dr  Thomas  Radecki,  a  psychiatrist. 

During  four  weeks  in  May,  ABC  proved 
to  be  the  most  violent  network,  with  NBC 
a  close  second.  Of  the  12  most  violent 
movies,  seven  belonged  to  ABC;  they 
averaged  ill  acts  of  violence  per  week. 
Of  the  top  12  violent  shows,  seven 
belonged  to  NBC;  their  average  was  84 
violent  acts  per  week. 


CBS  was  less  violent  than  ABC  by 
almost  50  percent.  This  was  a  direct 
reversal  of  1977  figures  when  CBS,  unlike 
the  other  two  networks,  increased  its 
violent  programming. 

Nelson  Price,  director  of  the  Public 
Media  Division  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  hailed  the  news  that  45 
percert  of  all  prime  time  network 
programs  this  spring  contained  no 
definable  incidents  of  violence  at  all. 

“This  is  a  real  improvement  over  1976 
when  excessive  violence  filled  the 
screen,”  he  said.  “Clearly  it  is  a  citizens’ 
victory.” 

When  data  on  the  1976  season  became 
available  through  the  NCCB’s  first 
monitoring  project,  Mr  Price  recalled, 
PTA  groups,  churches,  civic  clubs  and 
others  wrote  thousands  of  letters  of 
protest  to  networks  and  sponsors.  Their 
action  yielded  results 


In  addition  to  monitoring  programs, 
NCCB  ranks  advertisers  by  the  amount 
of  violent  programming  they  sponsor. 
With  one  exception  (Miller  products)  the 
10  most  violent  advertisers  in  1977  had 
disappeared  from  this  year’s  list. 

Leading  this  year  were  Chrysler,  Hi-C 
Fruit  Drinks,  Budweiser  Beer,  Duracell 
Batteries,  Mennen  Products,  Borden 
Food  Products,  Wrangler  Jeans,  General 
Mills,  Sealy  Mattress  and  Miller 
Products. 

“It  is  significant  that  at  least  three  of 
these  advertisers  traditionally  beam 
their  messages  to  children,”  Mr.  Price 
commented. 

For  purposes  of  the  study,  a  violent 
action  was  defined  as  use  of  guns, 
personal  physical  violence  and  capital 
episodes  (killing,  kidnapping  and 
suicide) 


Charismatic  leader 
denies  trend  slowing 


Goodwill  expands  hiring 


BETHESDA,  Md.  <RNS)  -  Goodwill 
Industries  of  America  Inc.,  which  for 
years  has  helped  physically  disabled  or 
handicapped  people  become  self- 
supporting,  has  expanded  its  services  in 
recent  years  to  include  mentally 
disturbed  and  emotionally  retarded 
people. 

In  fact,  Goodwill’s  public  relations 
director  Matthew  Warren  said  in  an 
interview,  the  number  of  physically 
disabled  or  handicapped  people 
participating  in  Goodwill  rehabilitation 
or  training  and  employment  programs  is 
declining,  while  the  number  of  persons 
with  mental  or  emotional  problems  in  the 
programs  is  growing. 

He  explained  that  this  is  due  to  a  trend 
in  this  country  toward  “de-in- 
stitutionalizing”  persons  in  mental 
hospitals  and  also  people  who  have  been 
in  prisons  for  long  periods  of  time. 

“Often,"  he  said,  "we  ‘habilitate,' 
rather  than  rehabilitate  these  people 
because  they  come  to  us  with  no  prior 
marketable  skills.  And  it’s  very  costly  to 
train  those  with  mental  problems,”  he 
added. 

Goodwill  Industries,  which  had  its 
genesis  at  the  beginning  of  this  century 
through  the  work  of  a  Methodist  minister 
in  Boston  and  for  years  was  supported  by 
the  Methodist  Church,  now  receives  no 
financial  support  from  any  religious 
group 

While  individual  Methodist  clergyper- 
sons  give  Goodwill  “verbal  support,”  that 
is,  from  the  pulpit,  there  has  been  a 
“natural  evolution”  away  from  the 
Methodist  connection  over  the  past  five 
years,  Mr.  Warren  said. 

“We’re  forever  grateful  to  the 
Methodist  Church  for  helping  us  get 
going,”  he  said,  but  “we’re  not 
denominational  now.”  People  who 
volunteer  their  services  for  Goodwill 
come  from  a  number  of  different 


denominations,  but  they  do  so 
individuals,  he  added 
The  majority  (67  percent)  of  revenue 
received  by  167  local  Goodwill  Industries 
organizations  scattered  around  the 
country  is  from  the  sales  of  a  variety  of 
items  contributed  by  the  public  and 
restored  by  physically  and  mentally 
handicapped  people  participating  in 
Goodwill  programs. 

About  10  percent  of  the  revenue  cornes 
through  contracts  with  private 
organizations  and  companies  for 
assembly  work,  furniture  building  and 
repair,  and  packaging,  sorting  and 
collating  of  various  items. 

Another  10  percent  is  received  in  fees 
paid  by  state  vocational  rehabilitation 
agencies  to  Goodwill  for  employment 
evaluation  testing  and  rehabilitating 
handicapped  people;  five  percent  from 
individual  cash  contributions  (wills, 
bequests,  etc  ),  and  four  percent  each 
from  United  Way  and  state  government 
grants  for  capital  (building  and  specific 
projects, 

Vocational  rehabilitation 

“While  Goodwill  is  thought  of  in  the 
public  mind  as  a  collector  of  repairable 
items,  our  highly  sophisticated 
vocational  rehabilitation  program  is 
what  we’re  really  about,”  Mr.  Warren 
said.  “Our  real  purpose  is  to  train  handi¬ 
capped  people  for  employment  in  outside 
industry  ” 

In  1978,  ■  about  50,000  handicapped 
people  of  employable  age  were  involved 
in  vocational  evaluation  and/or  training 
programs  conducted  by  Goodwill 
Industries  organizations  around  the 
country  (all  of  which  are  locally 
con trol led  a nd  f i na need ) . 

Goodwill  offers  about  30  different 
training  programs  in  such  areas  as 
furniture,  shoe  and  clothing  repair;  food 
service;  sewing;  dry  cleaning  and 


Y<>ung  W 


RITERS 


Christ  in  a  clown 

By  JULIE  DUTC’IIER 

“So  here  we  stand  once  more;  here  in 
our  cold  glass  boxes,  looking  out  at  the 
grey  mist  —  the  fog  that  reminds  us  that 
if  we  step  out,  we  may  trip  and  fall 
because  we  can’t  even  see  into  the 
mirrors  that  show  the  reflection  of 
ourselves.  Oh  well,  we’d  rather  not  look 
anyway;  it’s  much  easier  to  stand  here 
and  shiver  and  not  have  to  reach  out, 
touch  or  share  anything  with  anybody. 
Uh-eh,  better  put  some  more  ice  on  the 
wall  cuz  here  comes  Dec.  25  and  Feb.  4 
and  July  21  and  even  July  4  —  the  season 
of  good  tidings,  joy  to  the  world  and 
amazing  grace.  You  don’t  have  to  do 
anything,  do  you? 

Just  look  at  all  those  people  bustling 
around!  Oops,  the  one  with  the  long  nose 
just  tripped,  poor  guy  —  better  put  some 
more  ice  on  the  wall . .  .  and  look  at  that 
bunch  of  hippies.  What?  That  guy 
smiled!  He  melted  some  of  my  ice  — 
stupid  bearded  fool.  Now  I’ll  have  to  put 
some  more  on  —  oh,  there’s  no  more 
Whpt’s  this  guy?  What  In  the  .  .  a 
clown?  What  are  you  doing,  wiping  ail 
that  fog  away?  Don’t  smile,  it  melts  my 
ice!  What  are  you  doing  peering  in  at  me, 
like  that? !  I  said  don't  smile,  H  melts  my 
ice;  can’t  you  understand?  Of  course  I'm 
not  going  to  come  out! !  What  do  you  care 
about  me  anyway?  —  You’re  just  a  clown 
...  a  clown  ...  a  clown.  . .  drip  .  . .  drip 

.  drip .  . 

Now  see  what  you’ve  done?  You've 
melted  my  ice!  Now  it’s  all  warm  and 
glowing  in  here  ...  of  course  I’m  not 
going  to  smile!” 

Reach  out  to  the  world.  To  know,  to 
grow,  to  find  life.  To  risk  seeing  yourself 
in  the  mirror.  Touch  someone’s  heart, 
and  care,  share,  and  feel.  Take  a  chance 
on  love.  Prepare  ye  the  way . 

Advent  is  not  four  purple  candles 
around  a  big  white  one.  Advent  happens! 
It  is  the  joyful  anticipation  of  the  coming 
of  something  miraculous.  And  miracles 
do  not  happen  only  at  Christmas.  They 
happen  in  a  dentist’s  office,  at  a  football 
game,  in  a  circus,  in  a  M.Y.F .  group  — 
wherever  people  hope  and  wait  to  be 
“rescued.” 

Christ  is  born  again  and  again  inside  of 
us.  What  it  takes  is  the  anticipation  of 
melted  ice  —  a  true  fellowship.  What  it 


laundry;  and  clerical.  But  training  in 
electronic  skills  (such  as  television  and 
radio  repair)  is  involving  an  ever  larger 
number  of  handicapped  persons,  he  said 

Over  the  years,  pilfering  from  and 
vandalism  of  boxes  placed  in  public 
places  to  receive  repairable  items  has 
been  a  problem.  In  an  effort  to  deal  with 
that  problem,  “attended  collection 
centers”  have  been  established  in  the 
last  two  or  three  years  in  metropolitan 
areas  by  local  Goodwill  organizations,  he 
said 

Currently,  there  are  around  350  such 
centers,  set  up  at  shopping  centers  by 
Goodwill  employees  who  have  vans 
parked  there  and  who  help  people 
contributing  repairable  items  unload  it 
from  their  vehicles  into  the  Goodwill 
vans. 

While  there  are  still  a  number  of 
Goodwill  collection  boxes  in  use  around 
the  country,  there  are  fewer  than 
formerly,  and  the  trend  is  toward 
attended  collection  centers,  Mr.  Warren 
said.  The  rising  cost  of  gasoline  is  also  a 
factor  in  eliminating  the  number  of 
collection  boxes  in  favor  of  collection 
centers. 

The  increase  of  federal  minimum  wage 
scales  has  forced  Goodwill  to  “restrict 
the  number  of  handicapped  people  we 
can  accept,"  Mr.  Warren  said,  adding 
“we  comply  in  all  areas”  with  the  laws. 

“Until  we  can  generate  more  revenue 
to  compensate  for  the  additional  wage 
costs,  we  obviously  can’t  expand  our 
programs  as  rapidly  as  we  would  like,” 
he  said. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Has  the  charismatic 
movement  peaked? 

This  question  arose  when  fewer  people 
than  expected  showed  up  at  the  Eighth 
Lutheran  Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  Minneapolis  last  month. 

And  the  bishop  who  heads  the 
movement  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
said  publicly  it  had  “plateaued”  in  his 
church. 

However.,  the  executive  who  leads  the 
United  Methodist  Renewal  Services 
Fellowship,  the  national  charismatic 
group  in  United  Methodism,  denies 
the  movement  has  peaked  in  the  UMC 
“Charismatics  are  just  beginning  to 
emerge  in  our  denomination,”  the  Rev 
Ross  Whetstone  told  TM/UMR  recently. 
He  is  professor  of  evangelism  at  Un¬ 
related  Scarritt  College  here. 

“Trying  to  gauge  the  membership  of 
the  charismatic  renewal  movement  from 
the  size  of  a  conference  is  an  inadequate 
measure,”  Dr.  Whetstone  said.  “I’m 
always  uneasy  anyway  about  saying  who 
is  and  who  isn’t  a  member  of  a  group 
And  I’m  quite  uncomfortable  saying 
what  the  Holy  Spirit  is  or  isn’t  doing  in  a 
person's  life.” 

Earlier  he  had  told  TM/U  MR  ( see  Aug 
17  issue)  that  more  than  500,000  UMs 
were  interested  in  charismatic  renewal. 
He  said  he  based  that  estimate  on  a 
rough  survey  done  by  some  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff  members  following  the 
“Key  ’73"  evangelism  event  effort  in 
1973.  “Undoubtedly,  there  are  more 
now."  he  said. 

One  reason  charismatics  may  not 
come  to  conferences  in  as  great  numbers 
as  previously  he  attributed  to  the  fact 


that  many  things  developed  in 
charismatic  prayer  services  are  increas¬ 
ingly  being  incorporated  into  the  regular 
worship  experiences  of  the  local  church. 
He  specified  music,  more  informal 
worship  services  and  participation  by  lay 
people. 

“The  people  are  being  fed  at  home,” 
Dr  Whetstone  said.  “Once,  conferences 
were  the  only  placed  but  now  they  don’t 
need  them  quite  as  much  ” 

In  answer  to  the  question,  “Where  in 
the  UMC  do  charismatics  find 
opposition?”  Dr  Whetstone  replied,  “In 
two  places  One  is  where  the  local 
charismatic  leaders  are  not  mature. 
Their  style  is  to  confront  rather  than  to 
communicate  and  cooperate.  Many 
people  are  turned  off  by  our  emotion  and 
believe  that  some  of  our  behavior,  such 
as  holding  up  hands  during  prayer  or 
clapping  and  moving  about  while 
singing,  is  inappropraite  for  United 
Methodists.  Then,  too,  some  people  are 
offended  by  our  theology  which  affirms  a 
God  actively  involved  in  daily  human 
affairs,  So  we  charismatics  must  show 
patience  and  love.” 

The  other  place  where  antagonism 
surfaces,  he  said,  is  with  a  number  of 
bishops  and  their  cabinets  of  district 
superintendents.  Dr.  Whetstone  said  one 
pastor  told  him  that  he  simply  went  to  a 
charismatic  prayer  service  and  when  a 
few  of  his  lay  members  complained  to 
the  bishop,  he  was  moved  immediately. 

Another  pastor  told  him  that  there 
were  five  UM  charismatic  pastors  in  his 
city  but  the  cabinet  only  knew  of  two. 
“Lots  of  clergy  are  in  the  closet,  afraid,” 
Dr  Whetstone  said. 


takes  is  the  expectation  to  love  and  be 
loved.  And  what  it  takes  is  yours  to 
decide! 

Genesis  1  -  rewritten 

By  AMY  L.  McC’LURE 

IN  THE  BEGINNING,  God  created  the 
year.  And  the  Lord  said,  “Fifty  weeks 
shalt  man  work  and  two  weeks  shalt  he 
rest;  two  weeks  shalt  he  rest  and  Fifty 
shalt  he  work,”  sayeth  the  Lord.  “And 
the  fifty  weeks  of  work  he  shalt  plow  his 
fields,  using  fertilizers  and  insecticides 
and  scientifically  developed  seed.  He 
shall  sow  this  seed  and  tend  it.  Fifty 
wee.k$  shalt  he  harvest  his  grain  and 
store  it  offering  unto  the  Lord  his 
increase. 

A  portion  shalt  he  give  unto  the  Lord, 
and  a  portion  shalt  be  taken  for  federal 
income  tax  And  a  portion  shalt  be  be 
taken  for  social  security  and  another  for 
state  tax.  Still  yet  another  shalt  go 
towards  union  .dues,  another  unto  the 
poor 

From  what  remaineth,  shalt  he  take 
two  parts.  With  one  part  shalt  he  live, 
and  with  the  other,  put  it  in  a  bank  to 
gather  Interest  for  a  rainy  day.  Still  yet 
shall  he  set  aside  another  portion  for  the 
education  of  his  offspring  and  from  what 
is  left  after  all  of  this,  shalt  he  take  two 
weeks  of  rest. 

And  in  his  two  weeks  of  rest,  he  shall 
relax  and  enjoy  himself,  He  shalt  take 
some  of  his  monies  and  put  them  into 
“American  Express  Travelers  Checks.” 
and  travel  throughout  the  land  with  his 
family.  He  shalt  jam  the  highways  and 
byways,  flood  the  airports,  and  cram  the 
train  stations. 

He  shalt  flock  to  the  seasides,  the 
mountains  and  foreign  states.  He  shalt 
eat  out  and  make  his  bed  in  “Holiday 
Inns"  and  “Best  Westerns,”  buy 
Japanese  goods  at  tourist  traps  and  come 
home  harried,  worn-out.  broke,  and 
ready  to  begin  again  the  endless  jobs  and 
duties  that  have  been  left  neglected  and 
undone  in  his  absence.  And  this  two 
weeks  of  sojourning  shalt  be  called 
“vacation.”  Thus  sayeth  the  Lord.  And 
the  Lord  blessed  it  and  saw  that  It  was 
•good’ 

This  week's  contributors  to  "Young 
Writers"  are:  Julie  Dutcher.  15.  of 
Victoria,  Texas,  a  member  of  First  UMC. 
and  Amy  L  McClure.  16,  Downlngton, 
Pa.,  a  member  of  Thorndale  UMC. 
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is  coming  to  increase  pledges  in  your  church! 
Order  the  Introductory  Packet  today 


$1 


75 


brings  you  samples  of  all  these 
Circuit  Rider  resources 


•  The  Circuit  Rider  Gaining  Commit 
menu  for  Funding  the  Ministry  of  the 
Local  Church 

•  Samples  and  Resources  for  The  Circuit 
Rider 

•  The  Circuit  Rider  Bulletin 

•  One  each  of  all  five  bulletin  inserts 
Shanng  the  Task  I  SI) 

Everyone  is  Involved (#2) 

Our  Circuit  Rider  Hentage  l#3l 
Circuit  Rider  Sunday  (#4l 
An  Order  of  Worship  (#5) 

•  One  big  1 1  x  1 7  Circuit  Rider  Poster 

•  The  Circuit  Rider  Circuit  List 

•  Circuit  Rider  Letierhead 

•  Circuit  Rider  Window  Mailing  Envelope 

•  Commitment  Card 


•  Circuit  Rider  Commitment  Envelope 
%  The  Circuit  Rider  Routing  Envelope 

•  Circuit  Rider  Talley  Sheet 

PLUS... 

•  To  His  Service  leaflet 

•  Monthly  Report  of  Giving 

•  Quarterly  Report  of  Giving 

•  Report  of  Giving  Mailing  Envelope 

and  an  easy  to  use  pre  pnnted  Circuit  Rider  Order 
Form  to  speed  your  Circuit  Rider  resources  to  you1 

FREE,  with  our  compliments— an  evaluation  form 
to  help  you  determine  the  success  of  your  Circuit 
Rider  campaign. 


The  Circuit  Rider  plan  is  easyjlast  paced  fun.  and 
highly  effective  EASY— because  everyone  helps' 
FAST-PACED—  you  can  fund  your  whole  yearly 
ministry  in  one  afternoon1  FUN — your  members 
will  enjoy  becoming  Circuit  Riders'  EFFEC¬ 
TIVE  —everyone  participates  so  you  have  more 
pledges  and  belter  pledge  fulfilment'  The  Circuit 
Rider  plan  huilds  on  the  tradition  of  early  United 
Methixlisl  Circuit  Riders  to  give  your  church  the 
most  successful  Every  Member  Commitment  ever 


The  Circuit  Ride’  plan  has  been  prepared  by 
stewardship  experts  from  the  Section  on  Steward 
ship  the  Board  of  Discipleship  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church 

P-562-UMA 


Ccrkr&bury 


onoi*  f*ou  TMt  moiomm  umnet  aww  u*om  rout » At ma 


Itcjrj  Ouaan  A nrm  HoM 
T»*w>  HJ  07064 

shop  m  h*»oh  at  meu  moots  ro*ts 

Atlanta  •  baHimore  •  Birmingham  •  Burlingame  •  Cha/tone  •  ClnctnnaU  •  Clearwater 
CotumUa  •  Oallas  (2  stored)  •  Dayton  •  Denver  •  Das  Moines  •  Detroit  .  Elmhurst 
Harrisburg  •  Houston  •  Indianapolis  •  Jacksonville  •  Kansas  City  •  unie  Rock 
Los  Angelas  •  Merwhii  •  NashviUe  12  stores)  •  North  Canton  •  Park  Ridge 
PMadelphTa/Kmg  ol  Prusala  •  Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh  •  Richmond  •  faanech  •  Tulaa 


YESI  I  want  to  involve  all  of  my  church's  member*  in  this  year's 
Every  Member  Commitment — with  The  Circuit  Rider  plan. 

Rush  me  the  Introductory  Packet  today,  with  samples  of  all  the 
Circuit  Rider  resources  I  need  to  get  started,  plus  Instructions 

_  Introductory  Packets  (A01-911753)  1.75  each. 


SEND  TO 

(Print  or  type) 

□  Payment  Enclosed 

□  Open  an  Account 

1 

1 

City - Slate - Zip - 

Md  lax  where  applicable.  Transportation  extra 
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‘Palestinian  question’  key 

Stability  in  Middle  East  depends  on  solution 


Fire 

engine 

pulpit 

ORLANDO.  Fla.  — 
The  Rev.  James  Harnish 
conducts  worship  from 
the  back  end  platform  of 
a  fire  engine  at  the  Orlo 
Vista  fire  station  —  the 
first  home  for  a  growing 
congregation. 

PHOTO  BY  CLYDE  STENCIL/ 
THE  LITTLE  SENTINEL 


Infant  mortality  called  reason 
for  high  3rd  world  birth  rates 


By  LAURENCE  MULLIN 
Religious  News  Service 
The  volatile  “Palestinian  question,’’ 
long  regarded  as  central  to  any  compre¬ 
hensive  Middle  East  settlement,  has 
once  again  become  a  focus  of  inter¬ 
national  concern  and  debate. 

In  late  August,  the  United  Nations 
Security  Council  introduced  a  draft 
resolution  affirming  that  “the 
Palestinian  people  should  be  enabled  to 
exercise  its  inalienable  rights  of  self- 
determination,  national  independence 
and  sovereignty  in  Palestine.” 

It  was  the  most  recent  U.N.  effort  to 
come  to  grips  with  the  persistent  issue 
that  has  triggered  ’  four  major  Arab- 
Israeli  wars  and  countless  skirmishes 
over  the  past  three  decades:  the  fate  of 
the  approximately  3.5  million 
Palestinians  who  live  under  the  Israeli 
occupation  in  the  West  Bank  and  the 
Gaza  Strip  or  who  are  scattered 
elsewhere  in  the  Middle  East  and 
beyond. 

Increasingly,  a  vague  international 
consensus  —  shared  in  some  degree  by 
all  the  parties  involved  —  has  formed  the 
idea  that  the  problem  can  be  solved  by 
the  creation  of  a  Palestinian  “homeland” 
or  "entity.” 

Civil  rights  and  church  groups  in  the 
United  States  have  called,  in  recent 
months,  for  some  such  solution  to  the 
problem. 

UM  signers 

Nine  United  Methodists  were  among  70 
Christians  signing  the  “La  Grange 
Declaration’’  this  summer  —  a 
statement  challenging  the  belief  that  the 
Bible  grants  Israel  a  religious  right  to  the 
West  Bank,  and  calling  for  clear 
Palestinian  self-determination  in  the 
building  of  any  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 
The  statement  also  includes  a  rebuke  of 
Israel’s  policies  of  military  occupation  in 
the  West  Bank  and  Gaza . 

UMs  signing  include:  Phil  and  Elaine 
Amerson,  Patchwork  Central, 
Evansville,  Ind.;  George  Buchanan, 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary, 
Washington,  D  C.;  Doug  Hostetter,  UM 
office  for  the  United  Nations,  New  York; 
Paul  McCleary,  Church  World  Services, 
New  York;  Richard  Truitt,  Division  of 
World  Peace,  UM  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  Jonesville,  Wis.;  William 

Earthquakes 
felled  walls 
of  Jericho? 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Earthquakes 
along  the  DeaiJ'Sea  fault  were  probably 
responsible  for  the  destruction  of  the 
ancient  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
and  the  fall  of  Jericho,  according  to  a 
report  to  an  American  Geophysical 
Union  meeting  here. 

When  the  walls  of  Jericho  came 
tumbling  down  in  1250  B.C.,  reportedly  in 
response  to  Joshua’s  trumpets,  it 
probably  wasn’t  the  first  time,  said  two 
researchers  who  have  traced  earthquake 
activity  in  the  Holy  Land. 

On  the  average,  the  Jordan  River 
region  of  the  Holy  Land  experiences  an 
earthquake  of  magnitude  6  to  7  on  the 
Richter  scale  every  200  years,  said 
Geophysics  Prof.  Amos  Nur  of  Stanford 
University  and  geologist  Ze’ev  Reches  of 
Weizmann  Institute  in  Israel. 

The  Richter  scale  is  a  measure  of 
ground  motion  recorded  on  a 
seismograph.  The  scale  measure  6 
represents  severe  damage  and  a 
measurement  of  7  indicates  widespread, 
heavy  damage.  The  1906  San  Francisco 
earthquake  registered  8.3  on  the  scale. 

The  two  researchers  said  they  based 
estimates  of  earthquakes  in  the  Jordan 
Valley  on  a  reconstruction  of  the  area’s 
geologic  activity  using  historical, 
biblical  and  archeological  evidence.  The 
last  major  event  was  a  quake  of 
magnitude  6.5  in  1927  about  five  miles 
east  of  Jericho,  they  told  the  meeting. 

“It  is  very  likely  that  the  collapse  of 
the  walls  of  Jericho,  under  Joshua’s 
seige,  was  caused  by  an  earthquake 
similar  to  the  1927  event,”  the 
researchers  said. 

“Aside  from  the  proximity  of  the  tault, 
there  is  a  remarkable  similarity  between 
the  description  of  river  flow  cutoff  and 
the  damming  of  the  Jordan  River  by 
earthquake-induced  mudslides  observed 
during  the  past  millennium.” 

They  said  it  was  likely  that  “the 
destruction  of  the  ancient  cities  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  located  east  of  Jericho, 
was  caused  by  an  earthquake  on  the 
Jericho  fault  some  4,000  years  ago.  ” 
During  the  past  several  thousand 
years,  there  have  been  repeated 
earthquakes  along  the  Dead  Sea  fault, 
the  two  scientists  reported. 

j  Poem  of  the  Week  1 

So  quick  so  slow 

By  EDITH  E.  CUTTING 

A  firefly’s  flash, 

A  humming  bird’s  quick  dart, 

A  fish’s  swirl,  the  heartbeat  of  a  child— 

So  quick  is  life, 

And  yet  so  slow: 

The  months  preceding  birth, 

The  growth  of  man, 

The  making  of  one  vein  of  coal, 

The  light  long  reaching  through  the 
universe. 

How  little  c£n  we  grasp  the  essence  of 
one  God 

Whose  works  we  try  to  measure  with  one 
instant 

And  a  million  billion  years. 


Walker,  Metropolitan  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Portland,  Ore.;  Donald  Will, 
Women’s  Division,  UM  Board  of  Global 
Ministries;  Herman  Will,  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  Washington,  D.C.; 
and  Philip  Wogaman,  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  Washington,  D.C. 

But  what  “homeland”  or  “entity” 
would  mean  in  practice  remains  a 
matter  of  sharp  controversy. 

Most  Arab  states  basically  favor  an 
independent  sovereign  state  for 
Palestinians  in  the  West  Bank  and  the 
Gaza  Strip  as  a  home  for  both  the  1.1 
million  Palestinians  living  there  and  for 
millions  now  in  exile  abroad. 

Hostile  neighbors 

The  Israelis,  appalled  at  the  prospect 
of  a  hostile  state  on  Israel’s  very  border, 
are  determined  that,  whatever  happens, 
a  “Palestinian  entity”  shall  not  be  wholly 
independent  —  or  able  to  threaten 
Israel’s  security. 

To  many  Israelis,  Palestinians  —  at 
least  those  who  follow  the  leadership  of 
the  Palestine  Liberation  Organization 
(PLO)  —  are  violent,  desperate  people 
prone  to  vicious  terrorism  and 
determined  to  destroy  the  Jewish  state 
that  was  carved  out  of  Palestine  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  World  War  II  holocaust. 

To  their  Arab  brethren,  however,  the 
Palestinians  are  victims  of  an  historic 
injustice  that  has  ironic  parallels  to  the 
Jewish  diaspora  of  an  earlier  age  —  a 
talented  hard-working  folk  driven  from  a 
land  that  they  have  inhabited  since 
neolithic  times,  and  forced  to  wander  in 
permanent  exile. 

The  introduction  of  the  resolution  on 
the  Palestinians  in  the  UN  Security 
Council  came  against  a  background  of 
growing  fears  by  conservative  Arab 
leaders  of  Palestinians  radicalism, 
coupled  with  increasing  resentment  of 
western  influence  in  the  Middle  East  — 
and,  probably  most  significant,  the 
brandishing  of  Arab  oil  as  a  potential 
weapon  against  the  West  if  the 
Palestinian  question  is  not  resolved. 

American  civil  rights  and  church 
groups  underscore  the  concept  of 
“human  rights”  in  their  appeals  for 
resolution  of  the  Palestinian  problem. 

The  proxmiate  roots  of  this  conflict  go 
back  to  1948  when  the  Arab  world  defied 
a  UN  attempt  to  partition  Palestine  into 


‘Neutral’  Bible 
study  okayed 
for  schools 

CHATTANOOGA,  Tenn.  (RNS)  -  A 
Bible  study  program,  recently 
redesigned  to  make  it  objective  and 
descriptive  and  with  religious  tests  for 
teachers  eliminated,  has  been  approved 
by  a  federal  judge  for  use  in  the  public 
schools  of  Chattanooga  and  surrounding 
Hamilton  County. 

The  program  replaces  one  sponsored 
since  1922  by  the  Public  School  Bible 
Study  Committee,  an  organization 
supported  by  Chattanooga  businessmen 
and  local  Protestant  evangelical 
churches. 

Judge  Frank  Wilson  ordered  that 
program  halted  when  a  group  of  parents 
complained  earlier  this  year  that  it 
promoted  a  particular  religious 
viewpoint  in  violation  of  the  Constitution. 
Teachers  in  the  program,  for  example, 
had  been  required  to  affirm  belief  in  the 
Bible  as  the  literal  word  of  God. 

The  new  program,  developed  with  the 
help  of  Dr.  Thor  Hall,  professor  of 
religious  studies  at  the  University  of 
Tennessee  at  Chattanooga,  lodges 
control  with  the  two  public  school 
systems  affected,  although  the  judge 
said  that  the  private  organization  could 
still  contribute  funds. 

In  reviewing  the  revised  curriculum, 
the  judge  said  that  with  the  exception  of 
one  lesson  plan  —  dealing  with  Christ’s 
resurrection  —  the  study  materials  were 
“capable  of  being  taught  for  their 
secular,  literary  and  historic  worth 
without  religious  emphasis." 


separate  Jewish  and  Arab  states  and 
launched  an  unsuccessful  war  to  wipe  out 
the  state  of  Israel  at  the  moment  of  its 
birth. 

A  mass  exodus  of  Palestinians  (some 
600,000  of  a  total  of  750,000)  following  the 
UN  partition  vote  in  November  1947  and 
during  the  episodic  Arab-Israeli  war 
which  lasted  through  the  following  year, 
left  the  Palestinian  Arabs  a  minority  in 
the  newly-proclaimed  Jewish  state 

The  Palestinians  argue  that  they  were 
forcibly  dispossessed  and  expelled;  the 
Israelis  contend  that  Arab  leaders  urged 
the  Palestinians  to  leave,  promising 
them  that  they  would  return  after  the 
war. 

Disinterested  investigation  of  the 
evidence  suggests  that  there  is  truth  in 
both  allegations  But  whatever  the  cause, 
the  result  was  to  create  a  massive 
Palestinian  refugee  situation  that 
became  further  complicated  when  the 
1967  war  brought  the  Palestinians  in  the 
West  Bank  and  the  Gaza  Strip  under 
Israeli  military  rule. 

Palestinian  refugees 

Today,  more  than  half  a  million 
Palestinians  live  in  63  refugee  camps  in 
Lebanon,  Syria,  Jordan,  the  West  Bank, 
and  Gaza. 

There  are  roughly  2.2  million 
Palestinians  scattered  abroad 
throughout  the  Middle  East,  and  in 
Europe  and  the  U.S. 

A  diverse  people,  even  in  exile 
Palestinians  include  a  thriving  middle 
class  with  the  highest  levels  of  literacy 
and  academic  achievement  in  the  Arab 
world.  Palestinians  occupy  important 
posts  or  advisory  positions  in  the 
governments  of  Jordan,  Saudi  Arabia, 
Kuwait,  and  the  small  sheikdoms  of  the 
Arabian  gulf,  and  serve  as  doctors, 
engineers,  and  technicians  throughout 
the  Middle  East. 

Palestinians  also  include  a  vast 
proletariat,  living  in  refugee  camps  or 
the  slums  of  Arab  cities,  that  provides  a 
pool  of  cheap  labor  for  countries  such  as 
Jordan  and  Syria,  and  in  the  case  of 
occupied  territories,  for  Israel. 

The  issue  cannot  be  expected  simply  to 
fade  away,  and  one  thing  seems  painfully 
clear:  until  the  “Palestinian  question”  is 
answered  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties 
involved,  there  will  be  no  stable  peace  in 
the  Middle  East. 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  wife  and  I  are  struggling  with  a 
problem  we  would  like  to  share  with  you. 
We  are  deeply  disturbed  about  what  is 
and  what  is  not  going  on  in  the  public 
school  at  junior  high  level  in  our  town. 
We  feel  our  son  and  daughter  (twins)  are 
not  getting  a  proper  education.  They 
seem  so  bored  with  school  and  report 
that  much  of  their  class  time  is  spent  by 
the  teacher  trying  to  get  the  attention  of 
the  students. 

The  irony  is  we  moved  at  great 
expense  to  this  suburb  just  so  that  our 
children  would  have  the  advantage  of 
good  schools  and  the  companionship  of 
kids  from  good  homes.  Sad  to  say,  this  is 
not  the  case.  Whatever  the  situation,  we 
believe  in  public  schools.  Our  Christian 
friends  are  all  struggling  with  this  same 
problem  and  want  to  pull  out  of  public 
school.  Our  worry  is  what  will  happen  in 
the  public  school  if  all  the  parents  who 
really  care  pull  their  children  ( and  their 
influence)  out?  What  will  happen  to  those 
left ?  Won’t  this  polarize  our  community, 
and  even  our  country,  more  than  it 
already  is? 

On  the  other  hand,  aren't  our  own 
children  our  most  precious  possession ? 
Are  we  not  mandated  by  God  to  do  our 
very  best  for  them?  We  are  ready  to 
mahe  whatever  financial  sacrifice 
necessary  for  their  well  being.  What  are 
your  thoughts  on  this ?  Many  parents  are 
wrestling  with  this  —  not  just  us. 

Disturbed  Parents 


ALLENTOWN,  Pa.  (RNS)  -  Family 
planning  is  not  possible  for  the  Third 
World  poor  until  community  health  care 
is  effective  and  visible,  says  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  assigned  to  Asia 
and  the  Pacific  islands. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  a  health  educator 
formerly  assigned  to  Kathmandu,  Nepal, 
was  interviewed  at  a  missionary 
conference  here.  She  has  been  given  the 
two-year  task  of  traveling  throughout  the 
region  to  spread  the  word  about 
community  health  care  which,  she  said, 
is  key  to  Third  World  development. 

Asked  about  family  planning,  Ms. 
Kehrberg  said,  “A  main  goal  of  the 
mother  is  a  living  child.” 

And  the  way  to  make  sure  some  of  her 
children  will  live,  said  Ms  Kehrberg,  is 
to  keep  having  children.  “In  countries 
with  a  50  percent  infant  mortality  rate, 
parents  have  to  have  twice  as  many 
children,”  she  said. 

She  claimed  that,  “if  people  have 
assurances  their  babies  will  live,  they 
will  plan  their  families.” 


Dear  Parents: 

You  certainly  have  lots  of  company  in 
your  present  quandary.  Confidence  in 
our  public  school  system  is,  it  seems,  at 
an  all  time  low.  Have  you  and  your  church 
friends  ever  gathered  together  to  discuss 
this  situation  in  a  concentrated  effort?  So 
many  times  we  depend  on  casual 
contacts  and  do  not  discuss  the  problems 
in  depth. 

Would  it  be  possible  to  form  a  coalition 
of  concerned  parents  and  others  to  let  the 
school  authorities  know  both  of  your 
concern  and  support?  Note:  I  said 
support,  not  just  criticism.  So  many 
times  we  organize  to  oppose  and  that  has 
its  purpose,  but  how  about  organizing  to 
support?  You  are  right,  democracy  and 
public  education  are  interdependent.  We 
also  must  live,  when  we  are  through  with 
our  formal  schooling,  in  a  pluralistic 
society  and  public  school  is  a  good 
laboratory  for  learning  those  skills. 

As  to  our  responsibility  to  our  own 
children,  I  believe  that  if  we  have  a  child 
that  simply  cannot  adjust  and  is 
suffering  noticeably  in  the  public  school 
situation,  then  we  must  act  to  alleviate 
the  problems  for  that  particular  child. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 


“The  community  health  process  aims 
to  impact  the  lives  of  rural  women  by 
decreasing  infant  mortality,  enabling 
rural  people  to  decide  for  themselves  and 
giving  them  the  tools  to  do  it.” 

Ms.  Kehrberg  promotes  two 
homemade  products  in  her  infant  health 
crusade.  They  are:  a  “super-flour”  for 
high  protein  porridge  and  a  special 
solution  which  combats  diarrhea  and 
dehydration. 

"Malnutrition  is  the  underlying  cause 
of  infant  deaths,’ ’  she  explained.  “The 
problem  is  not  lack  of  food  but  children 
not  eating  it  Mother’s  milk  is  usually 
sufficient  until  a  baby  is  six  months  old 
After  that  he  or  she  must  be  eating  solid 
food  along  with  mother’s  milk.” 

To  help  with  this,  Ms.  Kehrberg 
teaches  mothers  to  make  the  Sarbotam 
Pitte,  as  the  super-flour  is  known  in 
Nepal,  from  local  grains,  fruit  and 
vegetables.  She  has  fought  efforts  by 
UNICEF  to  package  the  flour  for  sale. 


CHICAGO  ( RNS)  —  An  elderly  woman 
slips  on  an  icy  step,  breaks  her  arm,  and 
sues  the  property  owner  for  damages.  A 
painting  contractor,  unable  to  collect  a 
disputed  fee  upon  completion  of  a  jpb, 
sues  for  payment. 

Lawsuits  have  become  such  an 
accepted  part  of  American  life  in  the 
1970s  that  neither  incident  would  merit 
such  attention  were  it  not  for  one  detail. 
In  both  cases,  the  plaintiffs  were  suing 
the  Catholic  Church. 

Twenty  years  ago,  suing  a  religious 
institution  seemed  unthinkable.  Today  it 
has  become  so  commonplace  that 
churches  of  all  denominations  —  faced 
with  a  bewildering  array  of  personal 
damage  lawsuits  and  government 
regulations  —  have  turned  to  lawyers  for 
help 

When  a  plaintiff  sues  the  Archdiocese 
of  Chicago,  or  when  the  archdiocese 
needs  legal  counsel,  the  man 
archdiocesan  personnal  consult  is  James 
A.  Serritella,  37,  an  attorney  with  the 
firm  of  Rueben  &  Proctor  and  one  of  the 
foremost  experts  in  church-related  law 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Serritella,  a  Chicago  native,  says 
his  area  of  specialization  is  so  new  that 
the  term  “church  Idwyer”  hasn’t  even 
been  universally  accepted  yet  within  the 
law  profession. 

Churches  have  always  needed  lawyers, 
Mr  Serritella  explained,  but  their  role 
has  shifted  dramatically  since  the  days 
when  most  filled  their  days  with  matters 
of  probate  and  real  estate.  Today, 
church-related  law  is  far  more  complex. 

What  changed  in  society  that  brought 
plaintiffs  to  the  point  where  they  could 
feel  justified  in  bringing  litigation 
against  what  had  always  been  a 
privileged  institution  in  this  country? 
And  why  the  increase  in  cases  dealing 
with  the  separation  between  church  and 
state? 

According  to  Mr.  Serritella.  there  were 
several  reasons. 

Reasons  cited 

To  begin  with,  statutes  regarding 
“charitable  immunity”  were  lifted  in 
1958,  which  meant  that  for  the  first  time, 
persons  injured  on  church  property  could 
sue  for  damages.  But  it  took  the  better 
part  of  a  decade  before  most  Americans 
felt  comfortable  with  the  idea  of  bringing 
a  lawsuit  against  a  religious  institution. 

“Other  factors,"  Mr.  Seritella  added, 
“were  a  general  lessening  of  respect  for 
authority,  and  the  feeling  that  anybody 
could  sue  anybody  and  win.  The  fact  that 
churches  began  administering  federally- 
funded  programs,  and  the  government 
tried  to  exert  more  influence  over  these 
programs,  also  led  to  lawsuits  to  sort  out 
the  powers  of  church  and  state.” 

But  the  single  biggest  factor  in  the 
increasing  number  of  lawsuits  brought 
against  the  church  has  been  the  fact  that 
the  church  has  become  such  a  large 
employer,  Mr.  Serritella  said.  The 
number  of  lay  employees,  like  the 
number  of  lawsuits,  keep  rising  each 
year.  And  there  is  also  the  fact  that 
people  who  sue  a  church  expect  to  win. 

“Suing  the  church  is  like  hitting  your 
father,"  Mr.  Serritella  noted.  “People 
don’t  expect  the  church  to  defend  itself. 
Many  seem  surprised  when  it  prepares 


because  “local  people  then  would  not  be 
able  to  afford  it.” 

The  anti-dehydration  mixture  is  a 
“dramatic,  visible,  tangible  tool  church 
workers  can  teach  mothers  to  use  in  their 
own  homes,”  she  said. 

She  noted  that  the  water  and 
electrolyte  solution  made  from  materials 
available  in  the  village,  is  becoming  the 
treatment  of  choice  among  the  medical 
profession. 

“Now,  we  want  to  enable  mothers  to  do 
for  themselves  rather  than  having 
someone  do  to  or  for  them.” 

“To  me,  health  is  a  life-or-death 
matter  —  it’s  liberation,"  the  United 
Methodist  missionary  said.  “I  feel  my 
work  is  a  true  witness  in  mission 
Witness,  word  and  action  are  bound 
together.” 

A  one-time  art  and  music  teacher  from 
Sioux  Falls,  Iowa,  Ms.  Kehrberg  has  so 
far  brought  the  community  health 
message  to  Indonesia,  India.  Burma  and 
Nepal. 


successfully  in  court.” 

Although  he  thinks  suing  churches  for 
personal  jjajnages  can  be  reasonable, 
Mr.  Serritepa  —  a  former  seminarian  — 
sees  the  increase- in  lawsuits  over  chuifch 
policy  as  a  mistake.  “It  makes  me 
melancholy  to  think  that  the  church  has 
been  dragged  into  the  public  arena, 
where  matters  that  should  be  faith 
decisions  are  subjected  to  court 
scrutiny.” 

Lawyer’s  role  misunderstood 

He  also  believes  that  church  members 
need  to  develop  a  better  understanding^ 
the  church  lawyer’s  role.  Their  failure  to 
do  so  is,  he  says,  the  biggest  frustration 
in  the  job. 

“If  a  lawyer  represents  General 
Motors,  no  one  believes  he’s  doing 
anything  but  his  job.  But  if  your  client  is 
a  church  or  a  church  leader,  you’re 
under  pressure  because  people  assume 
you  are  more  personally  related  to  the 
case,  which  isn’t  true.” 

“People  have  to  understand  that 
church  lawyers  don’t  set  policy,”  Mr. 
Serritella  observed.  “Someone  else 
makes  it  and  we  carry  it  out.  There  are 
even  some  church  leaders  who  don’t 
understand  this.  They  don’t  realize  how 
limited  our  role  should  be.  And  because 
the  specialization  is  so  new,  there  are 
even  church  lawyers  who  don’t 
understand  this  yet.” 

At  the  same  time  he  has  strong  feelings 
about  governmental  intervention  into 
church  affairs  and  the  private  sector. 

“The  courts,  the  executive  branch,  and 
the  legislative  branch  of  government  dre 
all  overstepping  their  boundaries  with 
respect  to  both  private  enterprise  and 
church  matters,”  he  stressed. 

Convict  church 
shouted  down 

ARLINGTON,  Va.  (RNS)  -  “We’re 
trusting  the  Lord’s  leading  in  this  now," 
said  an  aide  of  Charles  Colson  after  the 
Arlington  County  Board  rejected  his 
request  to  convert  a  church  into  his 
Prison  Fellowship’s  national 
headquarters. 

The  4-to-2  decision  Aug.  18  came  after 
what  was  described  as  a  “wildly 
emotional  three-hour  meeting.”  attended 
by  a  standing-room-only  crowd  of  about 
120  people,  most  of  them  opposed  to  Mr. 
Colson’s  bid  for  a  special  zoning  permit. 

The  Calvary  Church  of  the  Nazarene 
on  a  three  and  one-half  acre  site  which 
included  two  houses,  “was  ideal  for  our 
purposes,"  the  Colson  spokesman  told 
Religious  News  Service.  “It  offered 
everything.” 

Prison  Fellowship  was  prepared  to  pay 
$1  million  for  it. 

“We’re  thinking  of  buying  property 
and  building  an  office  complex,  but  now 
we’re  afraid  we  would  run  into  the  same 
kind  of  opposition,"  the  aide  added. 

Middle-class  residents  of  an  Arlington 
neighborhood  where  the  Nazarene 
Church  is  located  were  concerned  about 
Mr.  Colson’s  plan  to  house  inmates  on 
furlough  from  federal  prisons  while  in 
evangelistic  training  at  the  facility. 


Parking  lot  ministry  tells  community  church  cares 
LEBANON,  Pa.  —  Children  wait  eagerly  on  the  parking  lot  Other  “lot”  ministries  this  summer  included  showing  of  the 
of  Covenant  UMC  here  as  the  Rev.  Michael  I.  Alleman,  right,  film  “Oliver”;  a  magician;  a  drama  entitled,  “The  Velveteen 
introduces  the  puppeteer  who  tells  Jesus’  story  of  the  Good  Rabbit,”  and  a  special  program  “A  Night  of  Being  Spanish,” 
Samaritan.  Games,  handcrafts,  music  and  refreshments  filled  celebrating  the  heritage  and  culture  of  Lebanon’s  Puerto 
out  the  evening  for  nearly  100  children  as  one  way  the  church  Rican  community. 

says  to  the  community,  "we  care.”  photo:  eastern  Pennsylvania  united  methodist  reporter 
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Schools  present  quandary 


Lawsuits  against  churches 
grow;  legal  specialty  riseS\ 

an  effective  case  and  defends  itself 
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RETIRED  MINISTERS’  HOMES 


United  Methodist  Church 


Louisiana  Conference 


CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  1978  BY 
INDIVIDUALS  AND  GROUPS 


Alexandria  District 

$26,931.50* 

Baton  Rouge  —  Hammond  District 

18,946.70* 

Baton  Rouge  —  Lafayette  District 

3,084.50 

Lake  Charles  District 

4.231.69 

Monroe  District 

3,303.19 

New  Orleans  —  Houma  District 

2,301.82 

New  Orleans  —  Slidell  District 

16,097.06* 

Ruston  District 

17,835.00* 

Shreveport  District 

3,137.60 

Conference  at  Large 

500.00 

TOTAL  CONFERENCE  GIVING 

$96,369.06 

•The  following  churches  paid  one-half  the  cost  of  a  home: 
Amite.  Minden-Lakeview.  and  Alexandria,  First  for  a  total  of 
$69,400.00. 


RETIRED  MINISTERS’  HOMES 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Reverend  James  L.  Adams,  Chairman 

P.O.  Box  127,  Jena.  Louisiana  71342 

Earl  Cefalu,  Jr.,  Secretary 

P.O.  Box  806.  Amite,  Louisiana  70422 

Mike  John,  Jr.,  Treasurer 

P.O.  Box  1152.  Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 

Reverend  Raymond  Crofoot,  Supt.  of  Properties 

P.O.  Box  635,  Jonesville,  Louisiana  71343 

Mrs.  George  W.  Carter,  Jr. 

4703  Annette  Street,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Cochram 

Route 3,  Box  3C.  Rayville,  Louisiana  71269 
Reverend  James  Christie 
1200  Dubach,  Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 
Lewis  Love 

600  Oak  Park  Circle,  Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 
Reverend  Larry  Robertson 
2004  Bell  Grove,  Bossier  City.  Louisiana  71111 
Carroll  Hoffpauir 

801  Elmeer  Place,  Metairie,  Louisiana  70005 

Mrs.  Alonzo  Campbell 

200  Lowery,  Monroe.  Louisiana  71203 

Reverend  Bob  Peyton,  Cabinet  Representative 

319  Glendale,  Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 

Reverend  Stone  Caraway 

1626  Milton.  Monroe.  Louisiana  71201 

Reverend  L.  Dean  Thompson 

406  Maridale.  West  Monroe,  Louisiana  71291 

Honorary  Members 

Reverend  James  B.  Grambling 

2150  Midway  B-5.  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71108 

Miss  Elizabeth  Langford 

1607  North  Fifth  Street,  Monroe.  Louisiana  71201 


1953-1979 
Basic  Floor  Plan 


THIS  PLAN  WILL  BE  USED  AS  THE  BASIC  IN  FUTURE  HOMES. 

IT  FEATURES: 

1 .  Central  Air  and  Heat  2.  Fully  Carpeted  3. 1  Vfe  Baths 

If  you  are  interested  in  building  a  home  in  your  town  on  a  50/50  basis,  we  will  be  happy  to  furnish 
additional  information.  REQUESTS  FOR  HOMES  FAR  EXCEED  THE  FUNDS  AVAILABLE. 
THE  RETIRED  MINISTERS’  HOMES  BOARD  has  a  GOAL  of  $60,000  each  year.  This  will  build  two 
homes  per  year.  Our  only  means  of  support  is  from  people  like  you. 

Individuals  who  want  certificates,  please  fill  out  the  back  of  the  envelope  so  your  church  will 
receive  credit.  Church  treasurers  are  reminded  of  the  Conference  rule  that  all  local  church  money  is 
to  be  mailed  to  the  Conference  Treasurer. 


Reverend  and  Mrs.  Fred  Schwendimann 
Belcher.  Louisiana 

The 

Jim  &  Mattie  H. 
Kavanaugh 

Memorial  Home 

Qilen  in  losing  memory  oj their  parents 

by 

FRANCES  AND  J.  R.  KAVANAUGH 
J.  GORDON  KAVANAUGH 
ELSIE  KAVANAUGH  KENDALL 


PRESENT  OCCUPANTS  OF  RETIRED  MINISTERS’  HOMES 
(June,  1979) 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Alexandria . 

Natchitoches . 

Pineville . 

BATON  ROUGE  -  HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Amite . 

Baton  Rouge . 

Baton  Rouge . 

BATON  ROUGE  -  LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Lafayette . 

Franklin . 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Moss  Bluff :  Owns  property 
Westlake:  Home  under  construction 


No.  of 
in  Home 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry .  (  2) 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  D.  R.  Deen .  (5) 

Mrs.  George  W.  Da meron .  (19) 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Will  Finnin .  (  2) 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Luman  Douglas .  (  8) 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson .  (  5) 

Mrs.  Robert  Bentley .  (11) 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley .  (  5) 


Dedication  of  the  Ponchatoula  Home.  Pictured  are 
Reverend  Vernon  Fairley,  Pastor:  Reverend  James  L. 
Adams,  Chairman  Retired  Ministers’  Home;  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin;  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Fred  St.  Amant, 
occupants:  and  Reverend  W.  D.  Boddie.  District 
Superintendent.  This  home  was  built  on  a  50/50  basis  with  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ponchatoula. 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

Rayville . 

Rayville . 

West  Monroe . 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  HOUMA  DISTRICT 

Aurora  Gardens . 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

Slidell . 

Ponchatoula . 


Mrs.  A.  A.  McKnight . 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Midyett . . 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Robinson . . 

Mrs.  A1  Smith . 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Ailor . 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Fred  St.  Amant 


(10) 
(  5) 
(  3) 


(  9) 


(  3) 
(  2) 


Amite  Home.  This  home  was  completed  in  the  summer  of 
1978.  It  was  built  on  a  50/50  basis  with  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Amite.  The  home  is  occupied  bv  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Will  Finnin. 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Minden  . 

Minden,  Lakeview . 

Homer . 

Ruston 

Duplex . 

Home . 

Home . 

Home . 

Apartments 

I-II-III  . 

IV  . 

V  . 

VI  ...< . 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Belcher . 

Shreveport . 

Shreveport . 

Shreveport . 

Shreveport . 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Durbin .  .  (11) 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  James  Hodges .  (  2) 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Cleburne  Quaid .  (  1) 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Lankford  &  Daughter .  '  6) 

Mrs.  John  Gieck .  (15) 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Otis  Spinks .  (13) 

Mrs.  Adona  Cain .  (  4) 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Alvin  Mayo  &  Family .  (  6) 

Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell  &  Daughter .  (  1 ) 

Reserved  for  Emergencies 

Mrs.  Wilson  Watson .  (  9) 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Schwendimann .  (  1) 

Mrs.  Porter  M.  Caraway .  (17) 

Mrs.  Virgie  B.  McKay .  (12) 

Mrs.  Henry  Rickey .  <  5) 

Mrs.  Leon  Scott  &  Son .  (  2) 


Occupants  pay  a  Maintenance  Fee  of3'2(  per  sq.  ft.,  but  not  to 
exceed  25%  of  occupant’s  income. 


WE  HAVE  BUILT  TWO  NEW  HOMES  THIS  YEAR.  WE  ALSO  REPAID  A  $15,000  LOAN  ON  THE 
MINDEN-LAKEVIEW  HOME.  WE  HAVE  ONE  HOME  UNDER  CONSTRUCTION  IN  LAKE 
CHARLES.  THIS  HOME  IS  ALREADY  ASSIGNED.  WE  HAVE  REQUESTS  FOR  THREE 
ADDITIONAL  HOMES.  YOUR  GENEROSITY  MAKES  THIS  UNIQUE  MINISTRY  POSSIBLE. 


'  l  ^ 


Minden-Lakeview  Home.  This  home  was  procured  on  a  50/50 
basis  with  Minden-Lakeview.  It  is  occupied  by  Reverend  and 
Mrs.  James  Hodges. 


Homer  Home.  This  home  was  completed  Spring  1979.  It  was 
built  on  a  50/50  basis  with  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Homer.  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Cleburne  Quaid  are  the  occupants. 
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Annual  Meeting  UMW 
Speaker  Announced 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  will  be  held  in 
Shreveport,  at  First  UMC,  September  21- 
22nd.  “A  Century  of  Commitment  -  Go  Ye 
Therefore”  is  to  be  the  theme. 

Highlight  of  the  meeting  will  be  an 
address  by  Mrs.  Mai  H.  Gray,  president 
of  the  Women’s  Division,  and  vice- 
president  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Mrs.  Gray  was  elected  to  her 
present  term  in  1976. 

A  resident  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  she  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  C.  Jarrett  Gray,  Sr.,  a 
District  Superintendent  in  the  Missouri 
West  Conference. 

A  graduate  of  Lane  College,  Jackson. 
Tennessee,  she  also  holds  a  masters 
degree  from  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  the 
University  of  Missouri.  She  has  taught 
for  a  number  of  years  in  the  public 
schools  of  St.  Louis  and  in  Kansas  City. 
Currently  she  is  on  leave  of  absence  as 


Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward  ^ 
Conference  President 


St.  Mark  BR 
Women’s  Day 

The  Reverend  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  Co- 
Pastor  of  First  UMC,  Houma,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  Annual  Celebration 
of  United  Methodist  Women’s  Day  at  St. 
Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Theme  for  the  celebration  will  be 
‘‘Alive  in  Mission,”  according  to  Mrs. 
Inez  Chrisentery,  who  is  responsible  for 
the  publicity.  The  women  expect  to  raise 
$5,000  in  the  service,  and  most  of  that 
amount  will  go  to  missions. 


Consultant  in  the  Kansas  City.  Mo., 
School  District.. 

Mrs.  Mai  Gray  has  served  in  numerous 
positions  of  prominence,  including  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Corporation  member  of  the 
Gum  Moon  Residence  Hall,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  Frances  DePauw 
International  House,  Hollywood,  Calif., 
and  Robincroft,  Pasadena,  Calif.  She  has 
been  active,  also  in  schools  of  Mission 
and  in  the  educational  areas  of  her 
church  and  community. 

As  a  member  of  the  World  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Mrs. 
Gray  serves  on  its  executive  committee 
and  Task  Force  on  Africa.  Last  year,  she 
attended  the  Church  Consultation  in 
Sierra  Leone  and  Liberia. 

Mrs.  Gray  will  bring  to  our  Conference 
meeting  a  wealth  of  experience, 
knowledge,  and  leadership. 

Other  events  of  interest  will  be  the 
Closing  Communion  Service  which  will 
be  led  by  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Rev.  Jim 
Moore,  Rev.  Marie  Williams,  Rev.  Carol 
S.  Winn,  and  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson. 

There  will  be  a  time  when  the  three 
women  who  were  elected  to  deacon’s 


-John  Westerhoff,  Professor  of  Religion 
and  Education  at  the  Divinity  School  at 
Duke  Univ.  will  lead  a  day-long 
workshop  on  faith  development  and 
adolescent  culture  on  Saturday  of  this 
week,  at  Broadmoor  Presbyterian 
Church  on  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge. 
The  workshop  begins  with  registration  at 
9:00,  and  requires  a  $2.00  per  person  fee. 

The  workshop  is  sponsored  by  the 
Presbytery  of  South  La..  Broadmoor  and 
University  Presbyterian  Churches,  and 
the  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  LSU  (the 
United  Meth.  and  Presbyterian 
University  Center).  Each  agency 
maintains  year  round  programming  with 
youth  and  young  adults  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  community. 

Dr.  Westerhoff  is  known  in  Louisiana 
primarily  through  his  work  in  education 
with  the  Anglican  communion.  He  is  an 
Episcopal  priest;  and  holds  degrees  from 
Ursinus  College,  Harvard  Univ.  Divinity 


Mrs.  Mai  H.  Gray 
President  of 
Women’s  Division 


orders  at  the  last  conference:  Millicent 
C.  Feske,  Carolyn  Mae  Pullen,  and  Linn 
C.  Richardson,  will  be  honored  along 
with  Mrs.  Barbara  Garcia,  who  was 
elected  to  the  Diaconal  Ministry. 

Those  who  attend  will  be  impressed  by 
the  Opening  Processional  with  costumes 
and  banners;  the  Heritage  Candle;  the 
Mission  Festival;  the  drama  depicting 
the  100-year  history  of  the  UMW;  the 
service  of  recognition  of  Past 
Presidents;  the  Pledge  Service;  and  the 
election  and  installation  of  new 
Conference  Officers. 

Those  who  plan  to  attend  should  check 
with  local  or  district  officers  for 
information  about  registration,  motels, 
and  other  details. 


School.  Union  Theol.  Sem.  (N.Y.),  and 
Columbia  Teachers  College  in  the  fields 
of  theology,  anthropology,  and 
educational  foundations.  He  has  taught 
at  Duke  since  1973. 


John  Westerhoff 


Religious  Education 
Workshop  With  John 
Westerhoff  Sept.  15 


Friends  and  members  of  St.  Andrew  UMC  in 
New  Orleans  were  inspired  with  the 
dramatization  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci’s  Last 
Supper.  Those  portraying  the  12  apostles  and 
Jesus  were  (1.  to  r.)  Rev.  Paul  Durbin,  James 
Lawrence,  Bnaxton  Webb,  John  Fnoust,  Ray 
Robicheaux,  James  Norris,  James  Person 
(Jesus),  Mark  Preston,  Leo  Caire,  Sr.,  Gnady 


Reed,  A1  Fleury,  Ed  Collier,  and  John  Weese. 
The  drama  was  under  the  direction  of  Connie 
Fleury,  the  lighting  by  Hubert  James  and  the 
costumes  and  makeup  by  Bob  Bevington, 
Kathy  Harper,  and  Jane  Eubanks.  Music  was 
provided  by  the  church  choir,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Bob  Bevington. 


The  NYMO  Convocation  would  not  have  been  a  success  without  the  efforts 
of  Rev.  Tim  Lawson  and  Mrs.  Shirley  Hailing.  Tim  and  Shirley  coordinated 
the  schedules  of  over  400  people  transporting  them  to  special  entertainment 
events  and  to  and  from  the  airport  and  bus  terminal.  Tim  is  the  associate 
minister  of  Ravne  Memorial  and  Shirley  is  an  active  member  of  St. 
Matthews  in  Metairie. 


Women’s  Day  Program 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  St. 
Paul  UMC.  Monroe,  observed  their 
annual  Women's  Day  by  presenting  a 
pageant  entitled,  ‘‘Panorama  of  Women 
Around  the  World.”  The  pageant 
involved  women  of  various  denomina¬ 
tions.  Mrs.  Lubertha  Linnes  and  Mrs. 
Carolyn  Sue  May  served  as  narrators. 

A  portion  ot  tne  $YHU.U0  collected  will  De 
applied  to  the  cost  of  the  central  air  and 
heating  unit  which  has  been  recently 
installed. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Holmps  was  the  Pageant 
Chairperson,  and  Mrs.  Esther  Holliday 
was  the  co-chairperson. 


Significant  Change  Made  In 


Equitable  Salary  Program 


One  of  the  biggest  things  that  happened  in  the  Annual 
Conference  session  back  in  June,  took  place  quietly,  with  very 
little  fanfare  or  debate.  The  whole  Equitable  Salary  structure 
was  changed. 

Equitable  Salary  is  a  grant  used  to  supplement  a  pastor’s 
salary  of  smaller  charges,  so  that  the  minister  may  receive  a 
“living  wage.”  Prior  to  June  1.  the  maximum  salary  a  person 
eligible  for  such  grants  could  receive  was  about  $8,000.  This 
was  the  lowest  for  any  Conference  in  the  Jurisdiction. 

Members  of  the  commission,  under  the  leadership  of  their 
chairman,  William  C.  Blakely,  moved  to  change  the  entire 
concept  of  the  program.  They  proposed  a  37.5%  increase  to  a 
maximum  of  $11,000.  At  the  same  time,  the  legislation  was 
arranged  so  that  a  larger  number  of  persons  will  receive  a 
little  money  ;  rather  than  a  few  persons,  a  larger  amount.  The 
amount  from  the  Equitable  Salary  grant  cannot  exceed  more 
than  40%  of  the  salary  which  the  charge  pays  the  minister;  and 
only  persons  who  are  “full-time”  ministers  may  be  eligible. 

Another  major  change  was  the  way  the  grant  is  determined. 
Before  Annual  Conference,  there  was  a  base  amount, 
determined  by  whether  the  minister  was  married  or  single,  a 
student  or  ‘‘full-time,”  etc.  There  were  also  additional 
amounts  paid  according  to  the  number  of  children  in  the 
family,  and  the  number  of  churches  on  the  charge.  In  other 
words,  if  the  minister  had  enough  children,  served  a  charge 
with  enough  churches,  was  married,  served  the  church  “full¬ 
time,”  and  received  a  salary  from  the  churches  that  allowed 
the  total  “base  amount,”  the  minister  could  receive  $8,000  a 
year.  This  complex  legislation  served  a  good  purpose  at  one 
time;  viz.,  encouraging  ministers  to  serve  more  than  one 
church,  and  helping  larger  families  to  have  enough  to  live.  But 
the  Commission  felt,~and  the  Annual  Conference  agreed,  that 


the  time  has  come  to  simplify  the  complexity  of  the  rules. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  new  concept  is  the 
Commission’s  wrestling  with  what  is  “a  reasonable  work 
load”  for  ministers.  One  member  of  the  Commission  explained 
that  most  members  felt  too  much  emphasis  has  been  placed  on 
the  salary  the  charge  pays;  and  while  that  is  important,  it  is 
even  more  essential  that  the  size  of  the  congregations  the 
minister  serves  be  large  enough  to  accommodate  minister’s 
ability  and  calling.  That  size  will  be  determined  by  a  formula 
based  on  the  membership  of  the  charge,  the  average  church 
school  attendance,  and  the  average  attendance  in  the  morning 
worship  service.  It  is  expected  that  this  new  emphasis  will 
make  local  churches  stronger  and  more  vital. 

Several  rules  of  the  legislation  are  designed  to  do  just  that. 
In  order  to  be  eligible,  the  churches  on  the  charge  must  have  a 
Stewardship  Program  during  the  year  to  help  train 
membership  in  giving.  The  charge  must  increase  the  pastor’s 
salary  support  by  an  average  of  5%  a  year  for  four  years.  The 
idea  is  to  help  the  local  charge  become  autonomous;  so  that  it 
can  be  given  the  pastoral  leadership  that  will  help  it  grow, 
while  at  the  same  time,  be  enabled  to  “do  for  itself,”  without 
becoming  dependent  upon  the  Conference  program. 

You  have  always  heard  how  slow  the  church  is  to  change, 
and  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  through  all  the  red  tape  and 
confusion  to  get  things  done.  Here  is  one  example  of  dramatic 
and  constructive  change  happening  quietly,  without  great 
fanfare;  and,  which  will  have  some  long-range  effects  on  the 
Conference. 

Members  of  the  Commission  are:  Ben  Mayfield,  T.  Waldo 
Morgan,  James  L.  Adams,  Terral  T.  Lowe.  Alan  D.  Einsel,  Ira 
Robinson.  Louis  L.  Streams,  J.  Albert  Trickett,  and  the 
chairman,  William  C.  Blakely. 


Participants  for  1979 


PASTOR 

CHURCHES  AMOUNT 

Alexandria  District 
Georgp  Alfred 

Wilton-Wesley-Union 

$  473.00 

Robert  Marshall 

Macedonia 

Olla-Tullos 

346.00 

Lionel  Marcel 

Pollock-Selma-Liberty  Ch. 

400.00 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 

E.  L.  Berry 

Donaldsonville,  St.  Peter- 

800.00 

Adam  Franklin 

Belle  Rose,  St.  James 

St.  Peter  -  Moses  Ch. 

2196.80 

Clarence  Hillard 

Jackson  Ch. 

Roberts  Chapel-St.  Luke 

2970.40 

Willis  Lafayette 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul 

2069.60 

William  J.  Miller 

Hughes  Mem. 

80.00 

Baton  Rouge-La  fa  vette  District 

Robert  L.  Norwood 

Franklin,  Asbury  - 

375.00 

Edgar  Smith 

Trinity-Godman 
Mallalieu-St.  James 

1027.00 

Marshall  Wesley 

St.  Paul-Briggs-Mt.  Zion 

182.00 

Lake  Charles  District 
George  Anders 

Vinton 

500.00 

Robert  M.  Harris 

ML  Zion-Macedonia 

1764.00 

Clinton  A.  Jordan 

Eliza  be th-Hopewell- 

Pine  Gr. 

$1404.00 

Willie  B.  Sweat 

Monroe  District 

Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity 

2047.20 

Joe  Brown,  Jr. 

Washington  Ch.-Mt.  Sinai 
Mt.  Nebo-St.  Peter- 
Lawson  Ch. 

766.00 

New  Orleans-Houma  District 

Bernard  Smith 

Algiers,  St.  Matthews 

220.00 

J.  W.  Wilson 

Williams 

3004.80 

New  Orleans-Slidell  District 

Donald  Barrie 

Ross-Thomas 

2374.00 

Major  Goldman 

Thirkield-Harry’s  Ch. 

3024.00 

Isaiah  McCoy 

Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak 
Mary’s  Chapel 

2787.20 

James  Miles 

Ruston  District 

St.  James-St.  Landry 

1183.20 

Stephen  Carter 

Marion-Hutig 

250.00 

Ed  Dilworth 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove 

1100.00 

Bonnie  R.  Holley 

Quitman-Faith 

5.00 

David  Lane 

Choudrant-Douglas 

980.00 

Steve  Spurlock 

Heflin-Brushwood 

808.75 

Austin  Smith 
Shreveport  District 

Doyline-Sibley 

1100.00 

Marie  P.  Williams 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell 
-  Pelican 

$2567.00 

80  children  and  33  teachers  and  workers  participated  in  the 
Vacation  Church  School  at  First  UMC  New  Iberia. 

Women’s  Day  at  Wesley  BR 


The  annual  observance  of  Women's 
Day  will  be  held  at  Wesley  UMC  on 
September  16th.  Theme  for  both  worship 
services  will  be,  “Christian  Women  in 
Partnership  With  Christ.”  At  the  8:15 
service,  a  panel  discussion  will  be 
presented  by  Mrs.  Bennie  Lucille  Davis, 
Mrs.  Mamie  R.  Perco  and  Mrs.  Freddie 
Underwood.  Music  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Jacqueline  Perkins. 

The  speaker  for  the  10:45  service  will 
be  Dr.  Jewel  Limar  Prestage,  Professor 
and  Chairperson  of  the  Department  of 


Political  Science  at  Southern  University. 
Special  music  will  be  presented  by  the 
Senior  Choir  under  the  direction  of  Mrs 
Edna  Ruth  Breaux,  with  Mrs.  Faye  B 
Barners,  pianist  and  Mrs.  Lana  P 
Lathan,  organist.  Mrs.  Jean  S.  Whitley 
will  be  the  soloist. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Samuel  is  serving  as  the 
chairperson  and  Mrs.  Vivian  W. 
Matthews  as  co-chairperson  for  the  day. 
Mrs.  Mamie  R.  Pero  is  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women. 


Because  churches  which  pay  smaller 
salaries  usually  cannot  afford  to  pay  half 
the  cost  of  hospitalization  insurance,  the 
Commission  on  Equitable  Salaries 
recommends  that  the  Conference  pay  a 
portion  of  the  cost  for  those  who  receive 
salary  grants.  In  order  to  ease  the  strain 
on  the  minister  and  the  church,  half  of 
the  church’s  part  and  half  of  the 
minister’s  part  is  paid.  Those  receiving 
this  help  during  the  current  year  are: 

Burnell  Bell;  Lewis  Augustine,  Jr.; 
Donald  Barrie;  Adam  Franklin.  Robert 
Harris;  Clarence  Hillard;  Willie 
Lafayette;  Isaiah  McCoy;  and  Willie  B. 
Sweat. 


DR.  MOUZON  BIGGS,  pastor 
of  the  Trinity  UMC,  Beaumont, 
Texas,  will  be  preaching 
evangelistic  services  at  the 
South  Side  UMC,  Monroe, 
September  16-18th.  Dr.  Biggs  is 
a  native  of  the  East  Texas  Oil 
and  Gas  Country  in  Carthage, 
Texas.  He  was  graduated  from 
Centenary  College  with  a  B.A. 
Degree,  a  Master  of  Theology 
Degree  from  Southern 
Methodist  University,  and 
holds  a  Doctor  of  Divinity 
Degree  from  Texas  Wesleyan 
College. 
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Nuclear  energy  debate  lacks  ‘fact  base’ 


Who  is  “right”  —  who  holds  the 
“Christian”  position  —  in  the  debate  over 
energy?  (See  articles  elsewhere  in  this 
issue.) 

There  are  United  Metnoaisis  ana  omer 
Christians  who  stand  solidly  and  argue 
fervently  on  opposite  sides  of  this  debate. 
Persons  on  both  sides  are  equally  certain 
that  their  own  position  is  clearly  the 
“right”  one. 

Each  side  begins  that  claim  with  clear 
and  well-established  Christian 
principles:  (1)  All  of  creation  comes 
from  God  and,  as  Christians,  we  are 
called  to  be  “good  stewards"  of  God’s 
creation  —  neither  wasting  nor  abusing 
that  which  God  has  entrusted  to  us.1  (2) 
Life  is  a  sacred  gift  from  God  —  a  gift  not 
to  be  terminated  or  endangered  by 
narrow  self-interest  or  the  lust  for  short¬ 
term  material  gains.  The  protection  and 
enhancement  of  life  —  particularly 
human  life  —  is  a  divine  calling. 

But,  with  these  common  principles 
affirmed,  the  agreement  ends.  One  side 
claims  that  to  apply  these  principles  in 
the  world  today,  Christians  must  oppose 
the  use  of  nuclear  energy  as  a  blatant 
misuse  of  God’s  creation  and  a  threat  to 
the  lives  of  all  present  and  future 
generations  of  human  beings.  The  other 
side  claims  —  with  equal  fervor  —  that 
Christians  must  support  the  use  of 
nuclear  energy  in  order  to  protect  human 
life  and  society  and  to  minimize  human 
suffering. 

To  support  their  contention  about  the 
“rightness"  of  their  points-of-view,  both 
“pro-nukes”  and  “anti-nukes"  set  forth 
impressive  lists  of  “facts”  which 
TM/UMR  has  described  in  considerable 
detail  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

An  immediate  and  unavoidable 
obstacle  for  any  person  attempting  to 
make  sense  out  of  the  debate  about  the 
use  of  nuclear  energy,  however,  is  the 
realization  that  the  opposing  sides  in  the 
controversy  do  not  work  out  of  a  common 
“fact  base.”  While  most  debates  center 
on  differing  conclusions  drawn  from  the 
analysis  of  common  facts,  no  such 
common  agreement  exists  in  the  debate 
about  nuclear  energy. 

Exemplifying  this  dilemma  are  the 
divergent  claims  about  the  “life”  and 
danger  of  nuclear  waste  materials:  Anti¬ 
nuclear  forces  —  including  some 
scientists  —  claim  some  nuclear  waste 
remains  dangerous  to  life  for  as  long  as 
250,000  years.  Pro-nuclear  forces  —  also 
including  some  scientists  —  say  that  with 
reprocessing,  99  percent  of  the  most 
dangerous  radiation  is  gone  within  ten 
years  and  that  “total  decay”  takes  place 
in  no  more  than  350  years.  The  list  of 
similar,  widely  diverse  claims  regarding 
the  “facts”  goes  on  and  on. 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  a  new  seven-congregation  local 
church  edition  in  Henry  County, 
Kentucky. 

Receiving  the  newspaper  will  be  250 
subscriber-families  who  attend  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Bethlehem, 
Pleasureville,  Port  Royal,  New  Castle, 
Eminence,  Campbellsburg  and  Sulphur. 
Kentucky  (Kentucky  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Each  week  these  readers  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  local 
church  news  printed  on  the  front  page, 
annual  conference  news  printed  on  the 
back  page,  and  general  church  news  and 
comment  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find  your  new 
church  newspaper  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church  we  say  again :  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The  Texas 
Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter).” 
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Amid  the  confusion,  charges,  counter¬ 
charges  and  “doomsday”  predictions 
who  can  concerned  but  undecided 
Christians  confidently  believe?  And  what 
are  the  appropriate  responses  for 
individual  Christians  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  make  regarding  this 
issue? 

Based  on  our  research  and  discussion 
regarding  this  issue,  we  cannot  pretend 
to  state  that  either  side  is  definitely 
“right”  in  the  nuclear  energy  debate.  We 
consider  arguments  presented  by  both 
sides  to  be  partially  “right,"  but  we  are 
not  convinced  that  either  side  has 
cornered  the  market  of  truth. 

We  believe  fears  expressed  by  “anti¬ 
nukes"  about  the  possibility  of  accidents 
and  the  lack  of  adequate  nuclear  waste 
disposal  safeguards  are  legitimate  and 
have  been  underestimated  by  those  who 
support  the  expansion  of  nuclear 
technology  with  little  qualification.  Our 
nation  and  our  world  are  indebted  to 
those  persons  who  have  dared  to  bring 
these  fears  and  dangers  to-  public 
attention  and  it  is  inappropriate  to  label 
these  persons  as  “kooks.”  Such  voices 
have  helped  to  keep  the  nuclear  industry 
accountable  and  will  continue  to  be 
needed  in  addition  to  strict  governmental 
regulation. 

We  also  believe  that  many  of  the  anti¬ 
nuclear  forces  have  consistently  failed  to 
come  to  grips  with  the  complex  needs  of 
the  highly  sophisticated,  industrialized, 
inter-dependent  world  in  which  we  live. 
It  is  not  a  realistic  option,  as  some  have 
suggested,  for  us  to  go  back  to  a  world 
where  people  “read  by  candlelight.” 
Dependence  on  imported  oil  and  the 
environmental  hazards  of  increased 
coal-fired  generation  of  electricity 
provide  legitimate  “reasons  to  search  for 
alternative  sources  of  energy.  Nuclear 
elements  are  a  part  of  God’s  creation 
which  we,  as  Christians,  affirm  to  be 
good.  We  do  not  believe  that  nuclear 
energy  should  be  considered  inherently 
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bad,  and  we  believe  that  continued 
efforts  to  develop  “guaranteed  safe”  use 
of  nuclear  technology  is  appropriate. 

We  believe  the  strongly  anti-nuclear 
official  stance  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  as  stated  in  a  resolution 
approved  by  the  denomination’s  1976 
General  Conference  —  was  one-sided  and 
premature.  We  do  not  believe,  however, 
as  some  annual  conferences  have 
proposed,  that  this  anti-nuclear  stance 
should  be  replaced  with  an  equally 
strong  pro-nuclear  position. 

In  light  of  the  ambiguity  and 
uncertainty  surrounding  this  issue,  we 
believe  the  most  constructive  and 
prophetic  role  the  church  could  play 
would  be  one  of  facilitating  what  has 
been  missing  up  to  this  point  in  the 
debate:  rational  discussion.  Since  the 
church  includes  “experts”  on  both  sides 
of  this  issue  in  its  membership,  it  is 
uniquely  qualified  to  help  our  society 
establish  a  commonly  accepted  “fact 
base”  and  to  consider  those  facts  within 
the  context  of  human  need  and  Christian 
teaching. 

Toward  this  end,  we  urge  our  church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
consider  sponsoring  a  national 
symposium  on  nuclear  energy  —  where  a 
carefully  balanced  group  of  experts 
representing  all  points  of  view  on  the 
nuclear  energy  issue  are  brought  face-to- 
face  to  hammer  out  a  common  statement 
of  “facts"  regarding  the  development 
and  use  of  nuclear  energy. 

We  do  not  believe  that  such  a  forum 
would  likely  result  in  a  consensus 
regarding  the  relative  desirability  of 
nuclear  energy  and  other  forms  of 
energy.  If  properly  conducted,  however, 
we  do  believe  such  a  forum  could  serve 
as  a  tool  for  moving  the  debate  over 
nuclear  energy  from  its  current  state  of 
name-calling  stagnation  to  reasoned 
discussion  among  persons  who  respect 
the  integrity  of  those  with  whom  they 
disagree. 


Here  I  Stand 

Energy  should 
be  our  priority 


SEPTEMBER  14.  1979 


By  J.  ELLIOTT  CORBETT 

I  would  like  to  suggest  respectfully  that 
the  1980  General  Conference  make 
“stewardship  of  energy  resources”  one 
of  its  quadrennial  priorities. 

Stewardship  and  conservation  have 
always  been  good  words  in  the  Christian 
churches.  Now,  with  our  nation  faced 
with  a  critical  energy  dilemma,  what 
would  be  more  natural  than  for  the 
churches  to  embark  on  an  energy 
conservation  campaign  based  on  an  ethic 
that  is  part  of  its  tradition? 

Our  beloved  United  Methodist  Church 
has  been  magnificent  in  the  past  in 
taking  on  tasks  that  are  far  beyond  its 
ability  to  cope  or  to  make  a  significant 
impact.  Can’t  blame  us  for  trying.  Or  we 
seem  to  have  a  facility  for  engaging  in 
crusades  which  the  vast  majority  of  our 
churches  (with  less  than  300  members) 
are  unable  to  understand,  appreciate 
and/or  become  involved  in. 

Why  not  once  take  on  a  manageable 
task,  a  problem  that  affects  every  last 
church  member,  a  program  all 
Christians  can  relate  to?  Why  not  move 
beyond  taking  a  collection  for  a  noble 
cause? 

About  35  percent  of  our  country’s 
energy  usage  is  connected  with 
residences  and  automobiles.  What  this 
means  is  that  an  important  portion  of  our 
response  to  the  oil  and  gasoline  shortage 
lies  within  our  own  hands.  There  is  no 
point  in  blaming  OPEC  or  the 
Department  of  Energy  or  the  oil 
companies.  A  lot  of  what  happens  will 
depend  upon  how  we  respond.  It  is  a 
sobering  fact  that  church  members  have 
it  within  their  power  to  help  lick  the 
energy  crisis. 

What’s  more,  we  can  move  to  the 
attack  armed  with  the  stewardship  ethic 


Wesley  would  oppose  current  pluralism 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  your  editorial  of 
August  10,  1979.  I  was  particularly 
concerned  about  your  statement  “the 
principle  of  ‘pluralism’  is  deeply 
imbedded  in  Wesleyan  theology.”  John 
Wesley  has  indeed  been  used  many  times 
in  support  of  United  Methodist  pluralism, 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  Wesley  would 
have  been  in  support  of  it  in  its  current 
form.  Let  us  more  closely  examine 
Wesley’s  thought. 

When  it  came  to  the  meeting  of  early 
Methodist  societies,  classes  and  bands,  a 
very  “tightly  drawn”  creedal  statement 
was  indeed  used.  While  people  attending 
the  meetings  did  not  need  to  endorse 
each  one  of  these  doctrines,  the 
preachers  did.  It  was  Wesley’s  belief  that 
the  training  and  close  worship  of  the 
people  truly  seeking  God  demanded 
uniformity,  or  near  uniformity,  of 
doctrine.  For  the  Methodist  societies,  no 
teaching  or  preaching  could  be  contrary 
to  Wesley’s  “52  Standard  Sermons”  or 
his  “Notes  on  the  New  Testament.” 
There  was  no  pluralism  in  his  societies’ 
teachings. 

Of  course  there  was  pluralism  in  his 
church  at  large  in  the  Church  of 
England;  but  this  is  one  of  the  reasons 
Wesley  began  his  societies  because  the 
people  were  not  getting  their  deep 
spiritual  needs  met.  At  any  rate,  the 
doctrinal  stance  of  the  Church  of 
England  was  still  “narrow”  (the  main 
divisions  being  between  Calvinists  and 
Wesleyans)  and  Wesley  did  believe  that 
such  a  pluralistic  group  could  unite  in 
working  toward  evangelism  and 
missions.  However,  for  personal  growth 
and  nurture,  meeting  together  with 
people  of  like  doctrine  and  experience 
was  a  must  for  him. 

There  is  much  more  to  be  said  about 
Wesley  and  pluralism  but  the  topic 
cannot  be  exhausted  here.  For  a  start,  I 
suggest  you  read  his  sermon  “The 
Catholic  Spirit.”  I’m  afraid  that  our 
Wesleyan  heritage  is  too  often  distorted 
by  those  who  read  only  a  little  of  what  he 
said.  If  we  will  take  time  and  honestly 
study  John  Wesley,  I  believe  we  will  be 
shocked  to  see  how  far  “off  course” 
Methodism  has  become. 

Forrest  Wells 

Kenosha,  Wisconsin 

Wesley  misused 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  times  in  the  TM/UMR  various 
UMC  members  have  written  expressing 
a  certain  opinion  on  a  social  issue  and 
then  mentioning  John  Wesley’s  name  in 
passing  as  if  to  solicit  general  approval 
of  their  particular  viewpoint.  It  seems 
that  all  that  is  necessary  anymore  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  attract 
attention  or  gain  support  for  a  new  social 
stance  or  biblical  interpretation  is  to 
sling  in  John  Wesley’s  name  or  associate 
the  topic  with  him  directly  or  indirectly. 

My  question  is:  “Do  most  of  the  people 
who  are  members  of  this  denomination 
really  know  anything  about  the  man  or 
his  theology?”  If  John  Wesley  really 
supported  all  of  the  social,  pluralistic, 
secular  views  that  are  (seemingly 
everyday!)  attributed  to  him,  he  would 
have  been  one  of  the  most  confused, 
inconsistent  and  lost  people  who  ever 
lived.  He  could  not  have  been  the  loving, 
yielded,  wise  follower  of  Jesus  that  he 
actually  was.  How  many  of  you  who  call 
yourselves  Methodists  have  even  read 
one  sermon  of  John  Wesley’s? 

If  you  feel  you  must  use  the  man’s 
name  in  support  of  your  position,  you 
may  find  it  very  helpful  to  know  what  his 
position  was.  And  you  can  find  out  two 
important  facts  about  John  Wesley’s 
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position  just  by  reading  any  of  his  52 
standard  sermons.  This  is  what  you  will 
find  if  you  read  objectively:  (1)  he  was  a 
man  totally  committed  to  the 
resurrected  and  living  Son  of  God,  Jesus 
Christ.  He  placed  Christ  first  in  his  life 
and  in  everything  he  taught;  and  (2)  he 
treated  the  Bible  as  the  true  and  unerring 
word  of  God  that  it  is. 

I  don’t  know  much  about  Wesley’s  life, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  as  much  as  he 
stressed  the  two  priorities  listed  above, 
everything  else  must  have  taken  a  back 
seat  to  them.  And  since  John  Wesley  was 
a  human  being  like  you  and  me,  we  can 
really  learn  from  him  if  we  want  to.  We 
can  know  that  as  a  denomination  if  we 
place  Jesus  Christ  (the  living  Lord,  not 
the  historical  Jesus)  first  in  our 
individual  lives,  then  all  of  our  other 
obligations  and  projects  will  fall  right 
into  their  proper  place  on  down  the  line. 
That  is  because  all  of  our  priorities  are 
secondary  compared  to  “knowing  Christ 
and  experiencing  the  power  of  his 
resurrection,  sharing  in  his  sufferings 
and  becoming  like  him  in  his  death  in  the 
hope  that  we  ourselves  will  be  raised 
from  death  to  life.” 

Paul  Duerksen 

Borger,  Texas 

Need  family  services 

To  the  Editor: 

Do  children  belong  in  worship  (see 
TM/UMR,  August  10)?  Of  course,  but  not 
always  in  the  worship  services  familiar, 
say,  to  Sunday  morning.  There  are 
family  services  and  others  in  which 
children  can  participate  with  meaning. 
But  to  expect  children  to  be  a  part  of 
most  worship  services  openly  directed  to 
adults  is  to  be  misdirected. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
developed  worship  for  children  in 
connection  with  church  schools  which  is 
for,  by  and  with  children.  It  is 
participatory  for  them.  It  teaches  them 
to  worship  in  a  total  sense  and  not  only 
through  the  litanies  and  liturgies  of  a 
church  service.  Children  coerced  into 
attending  church  may  react  behaviorally 
in  undisguised  resistance  to  adult 
demands  and  expectations. 

Let’s  have  both/and  —  both  worship 
services  and  participatory  church  school 
worship  available  to  children.  And  let’s 
be  sensitive  enough  to  know  when  to 
encourage  which  option  with  children. 

Gilbert  Y.  Taverner 

Middletown,  Rhode  Island 

Youth  need  program 

To  the  Editor: 

Barre  A.  Butts  of  the  Wheeler  UMC  in 
Bath,  New  York,  has  correctly  diagnosed 
a  prevalent  condition  in  our  small 
membership  churches  (TM/UMR, 
“Young  Writers,”  August  10).  People 
want  much  more  program  than  most 
small  churches  can  offer.  The  question  is 


being  asked  and  answered  throughout 
our  connection:  How  can  small  churches 
continue  to  be  the  caring,  primary 
fellowships  which  they  are  and  yet 
provide  a  choice  of  programs  for  a 
variety  of  persons? 

Some  of  us  are  turning  to  Parish 
Development  as  a  source  of  more 
effective  ministry,  especially  in  the 
small  membership  churches.  Our  goal  is 
not  one  of  structure,  but  rather  the 
provision  of  more  effective  ways  to  reach 
persons  of  all  ages  with  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  to  extend  that  gospel  to 
our  community  and  to  the  world.  Many  of 
our  churches  across  Kansas  havp 
become  participants  in  parishes  and  are 
reaping  the  benefits  of  being  small 
membership  churches,  offering  more 
personal  service  than  most  large 
churches  can,  and  at  the  same  time 
participating  in  a  variety  of  parish 
programs  which  interest  and  hold  their 
people,  as  well  as  attracting  others.  This 
would  seem  to  be  the  best  of  both  worlds :  4 
maintaining  our  autonomy  as  a  small 
church,  while  participating  with  others 
in  providing  full  program  and  ministry 
for  children,  youth  and  adults. 

Mr.  Butts  referred  to  the  need  for  a 
youth  program.  This  is  one  area  where 
parishes  provide  a  great  deal  of  strength 
both  in  numbers  and  in  quality.  Camp- 
outs,  visits  to  conference  and  area 
institutions,  etc.,  all  contribute  to  the 
total  effectiveness  of  a  varied  and 
interesting  youth  program.  Work  camps 
are  possible,  because  sufficient  numbers 
of  youth  and  adults  from  more  than  one 
church  are  available.  All  in  all,  small 
membership  churches  in  parishes  are 
reaping  the  harvest  of  being  a  part  of  a 
cooperative  parish,  without  giving  up 
any  of  the  assets  of  a  small  membership 
church.  Here  is  hoping  that  many  of  our 
United  Methodist  churches  catch  the 
Parish  Development  vision  in  the  years 
ahead. 

J.  Karl  Jones 

Salina,  Kansas 

No  ‘double-standard’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  believe  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers’ 
question  in  her  letter  to  the  editor 
(TM/UMR,  August  17)  is  this:  Is  there  a 
double  standard  for  Bishop  Cannon,  who 
advocates  capital  punishment,  and  Joan 
Clark,  who  advocates  homosexual 
behavior?  The  answer  is  obvious:  Joan 
Clark  intends  to  practice  it;  Bishop 
Cannon  does  not.  There  is  a  big 
difference  between  advocating  the 
removal  of  a  law  or  standard  and 
breaking  it. 

John  Foster 

Guthrie,  Oklahoma 

God  is  the  answer 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  stated  in  your  editorial  that  the 


charismatic  movement  is  needed  to 
infuse  new  life  into  many  congregations 
(TM/UMR,  August  24).  Iam  sure  that  all 
we  need  is  to  let  God  do  for  us  what  He 
wants  to  do. 

If  we  would  carry  on  like  John  Wesley 
did,  the  United  Methodist  Church  would 
be  spiritually  aflame  with  the  power  of 
God.  We  don’t  need  the  charismatic 
movement  —  we  need  God.  No  one  else 
can  take  His  place.  Harry  w  Barnhouse 
Wintersville,  Ohio 

Still  ‘God’s  word’ 

To  the  Editor : 

In  reference  to  the  letter  “How  long 
left  for  the  Bible?”  (TM/UMR,  August 
24),  I  would  like  to  say:  regardless  of 
“fundamentalizm”  and  “biblical 
inerrancy,”  the  Holy  Bible  is  still  God’s 
Word.  It  has  stood  the  test  of  time  to  this 
point  and  as  God’s  Word  it  will  remain 
and  stand  tall  and  true  till  all  is  fulfilled. 
Must  we  continually  question  God’s 
word?  Sometimes  we  become  so  smart 
we  outsmart  ourselves. 

John  Seney 

New  Castle,  Delaware 

Unity  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  announced  itinerary  of  traveling 
Pope  John  Paul  II  gives  American 
United  Methodists  a  unique  chance  to 
display  a  genuine  ecumenical  gesture. 
Let  it  rise  among  our  members  and 
through  our  bishops  and  clergy.  It  is  no 
time  now,  years  after  Vatican  II,  for  us  to 
simply  observe.  We  should  participate! 
Pray  for  us  to  be  free  —  liturgically 
(symbols)  and  by  polity  (there  is  one 
universal  catholic  church)  —  to  embrace 
our  unity  declared  by  the  gospel.  We 
must  be  Christians  first,  United 
Methodists  secondarily. 

Jay  E.  Howe 
Greenfield,  Iowa 


Dr.  Corbett 
—  that  we  have  a  primary  responsibility 
to  use  well  what  God  has  placed  in  our 
hands.  Energy  resources  belong  to  God. 
They  are  not  here  for  us  to'  squander 
greedily  in  our  own  generation  with  no 
thought  for  others  in  time  or  space. 

The  most  consistent  theme  Jesus  used 
in  His  parables  was  the  concept  of 
stewardship.  These  include:  The 
Faithful  Servant  (Matthew  25:14-30), 
The  Wise  Steward  (Luke  12:42-48),  and 
The  Wicked  Servant  (Luke  19:11-28). 
Perhaps  the  most  sound  stewardship 
principle  is  found  in  Luke  12:48  — 
“Everyone  to  whom  much  is  given,  of 
him  much  will  be  required  ...”  We  in 
the  United  States  have  been  given  much 
in  terms  of  energy  resources  and  its 
technological  know-how.  God  will  expect 
us  to  give  an  accounting  of  our 
stewardship. 

Why  not  apply  this  stewardship 
principle  to  one  of  the  serious  problems 
besetting  all  Americans?  Why  not  be 
comfortable  in  talking  about  stewardship 
without  just  taking  another  collection? 

West  Germans,  Swedes  and  the  Swiss 
have  the  same  basic  standard  of  living  as 
we  do,  and  yet  they  use  40  percent  less 
energy  per  capita  than  Americans.  If 
through  forethought  about  conservation 
we  could  save  a  third  of  the  energy  under 
our  control  (household  and  auto),  that 
would  be  more  than  a  10  percent  savings 
nationally.  This  would  compare  with  a 
three  percent  loss  suffered  in  the  recent 
cutback  in  Iranian  oil,  which  triggered 
the  current  crunch. 

Anyone  who  looks  out  at  the  parking  lot 
of  the  average  church  today  and  spots 
less  than  a  third  compact  and 
subcompact  cars  knows  we  are  not  doing 
enough.  Our  energy  destiny  is  held  in  our 
own  hands.  If  the  average  American 
household  would  merely  turn  their  hot 
water  heaters  down  from  “hot”  to 
“warm,”  that  would  be  the  equivalent  of 
importing  75  million  barrels  of  oil  less 
per  year,  a  savings  of  four  days  total 
usage  each  year.  Dr.  Arthur  Rosenfeld  of 
Berkeley  Laboratories  of  the  University 
of  California  has  figured  it  out  that  if 
over  the  next  20  years,  Californians 
would  buy  energy-efficient  refrigerators 
(same  size,  same  price)  instead  of  the 
inefficient  refrigerators  on  the  market  in 
terms  of  power,  they  would  save  the 
equivalent  of  a  1,000  megawatt  oil-fired 
or  nuclear  plant.  Projected  nationwide,  it 
would  mean  we  could  get  along  without 
10  new  power  plants  dependent  on  oil  or 
nudear  energy. 

So,  in  little  ways,  we  can  manage  our 
own  destiny,  solve  our  own  problems, 
apply  our  own  ethic  to  ourselves. 

Could  General  Conference,  just  once, 
ask  us  to  do  something  we  have  it  in  our 
power  to  achieve  as  conscientious 
Christians  and  as  responsible  citizens? 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  J. 
Elliott  Corbett,  is  an  executive  of  the 
UMCs  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  secretary  of  the  Interfaith 
Coalition  on  Unity. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  “ Here  I  Stand," 
TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas,  75222. 

After  a  mugging  j 

By  CHARLES H. HARPER 

I  walked  these  city  streets 
And  cried  for  them,  for  me,  for  mine. 
Bruised  souls,  battered  bodies 
Assaulted  by  life  turned  in  upon  itself  — 
Denying  its  connectedness, 

Creating  the  rage  of  death  stalking  us  all, 
Let  loose  by  the  blind  denial  of  our  unity. 

Fear  not  those  who  kill  the  body  — 

Fear  those  who  kill  the  soul 
And  let  the  body  live. 


Help  Them  Catch  Up. 

Iban  children  in  Sarawak  have  a  long  way  to  go  to  catch  up  with 
the  world.  Their  parents  have  grown  up  in  the  lungle  isolation  ot 
the  island  of  Borneo,  but  this  generation  must  become  educated 
if  the  Ibans  are  to  take  their  rightful  place  in  the  affairs  of  the 
youthful  Malaysia  federation. 

Most  iban  families  cannot  afford  the  school  and  hostel  fees  of 
S25  a  month  for  a  child’s  secondary  education.  Needy  Iban  children. 

including  Methodist  pastors'  sons  and  daughters, 
could  not  attend  high  school  without  World 
Division  scholarships. 


Your  gift  today  will  brighten  their  tomorrows. 

006073-2  R-B 


ADVANCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to: 
World  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr 
New  York,  NY  10027 
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Nuclear  energy:  a  power  that  will  save~or  destroy? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Group  ‘witnesses' in  opposition 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.  -  It  is  Saturday 
morning  and  members  of  United 
Methodism’s  Church  of  the  Cross  here 
are  getting  ready  as  families  to  “witness 
for  Christ.” 

Their  witness  is  not  a  door-to-door 
recitation  of  “steps  to  personal 
salvation”  but  a  block-to-block  march 
against  nuclear  energy  —  something 
they  see  as  a  threat  to  God’s  creation. 

Although  the  Church  of  the  Cross  is 
hardly  a  typical  United  Methodist 
congregation  —  it  has  a  constituency  of 
only  about  50  persons  and  is  located 
adjacent  to  a  major  university  —  neither 
is  it  a  “counter-culture”  church.  Its 
members  include  a  wide  variety  of 
students,  professional  people  and 
middle-class  families.  One  of  the  few 
things  everyone  at  the  Church  of  the 
Cross  seems  to  have  in  common, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Jon  Walters, 
pastor  of  the  church,  is  an  opposition  to 
the  use  of  nuclear  energy. 

As  a  church  and  as  individuals,  church 
members  have  been  active  for  more  than 
two  years  in  attempts  to  stop  the 
construction  of  the  Marble  Hill  nuclear 
power  plant,  being  built  by  Public 
Service  Indiana  some  90  miles  away  on 
the  Ohio  River. 

Not  ‘kooks’ 

“People  who  are  not  aware  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  nuclear  threat 
sometimes  think  of  folks  like  us  in  the 
way  they  thought  of  radicals  in  the  60’s,” 
Mr.  Walters  says,  “but  that’s  not  who  we 
are.  Public  Service  Indiana  says  we’re 
kooks.  This  is  not  a  movement  of  kooks. 
We  are  mostly  everyday  people  who 
work  eight  to  five  and  go  to  church  on 
Sunday.  But  somewhere  along  the  way 
we  began  understanding  what  people 
who  build  nuclear  power  plants  are  doing 
to  God’s  creation  and  we  said  this  is 
something  Christians  must  oppose.” 

Although  there  are  few  local 
congregations  in  United  Methodism 
which  have  taken  a  unified  stance  of 
activism  against  nuclear  energy,  many 
local  churches  include  groups  or 
individuals  who  have  taken  on  the  “anti¬ 
nuke”  cause  —  usually  through 
association  with  secular  protest 
organizations  such  as  the  “Paddlewheel 
Alliance”  in  Indiana  and  Kentucky  and 
the  “Armadillo  Coalition,”  organized  to 
oppose  the  construction  of  Comanche 
Peak  nuclear  plant  in  Texas. 

Don  Hanmer,  a  Dallas  attorney  who  is 
a  member  of  First  UMC  there  as  well  as 
the  “Armadillo  Coalition,”  sums  up  the 
attitudes  of  many  “anti-nuke”  United 
Methodists  when  he  says:  “I  see  the 
basic  problem  to  be  a  theological  one. 
The  dangers  of  nuclear  energy  are  so 
great  that  a  person  who  supports  its  use 
has  to  be  willing  to  gamble  with  the  lives 
of  thousands  of  people  out  of  a  belief  that 
fallible  human  beings  will  not  be  fallible 
—  that  man  has  the  ability  to  control  and 
contain  it.” 

And  that  is  the  basic  complaint  of 
nearly  all  those  who  oppose  the  use  of 
nuclear  energy:  “We  have  begun  using 
nuclear  energy  before  we  have  learned  to 
control  it  adequately  or  to  safely  dispose 
of  the  highly-lethal  radioactive  waste  it 
creates.” 

Most  nuclear  opponents  point  out  the 
following  as  the  cornerstones  of  their 
opposition: 

•  There  is  no  way  within  current 
technology  to  make  nuclear  energy  safe. 
They  point  out  that  even  if  power  plant 
control  systems  are  adequate  (a  point 
which  they  say  has  never  been  fully 
tested  except  in  models),  that  human 


error  can  never  be  eliminated.  While 
they  grant  that  both  technological  and 
human  error  also  are  factors  in  other 
types  of  energy  production,  they  say  the 
difference  is  the  “magnitude  of  the 
possible  disasters”  with  nuclear  energy 

•  No  adequate  method  has  yet  been 
developed  for  the  disposal  of  the  nuclear 
waste  and  other  contaminated  materials 
produced  by  nuclear  reactors.  Nuclear 
waste  comes  in  three  varieties:  (1)  low- 
level  radioactive  waste  such  as 
i  contaminated  clothing  and  industrial 
trash;  (2)  “transuranic”  waste, 
materials  with  higher  levels  of  radiation 
which  are  hazardous  because  they 
contain  “alpha  particle  emitters  such 
as  plutonium  (“Alpha  particles”  are 
short-lived  and  while  they  cannot 
penetrate  the  skin  can  be  inhaled  and  can 
cause  cancer  );  (3)  high  level  waste, 
spent  fuel  from  reactors,  which  in  some 
forms  can  generate  heat  and  lethal 
radiation  for  centuries. 

A  typical  nuclear  energy  reactor 
produces  between  30  and  40  tons  of  the 
most  lethal  type  of  waste  each  year.  This 
waste  joins  500,000  tons  of  waste 
produced  by  the  U.S.  defense  department 
in  the  production  of  nuclear  weapons. 
The  military  waste  is  kept  in  burial  pits 
or  tanks  on  one  of  three  government 
storage  depots.  The  energy  waste  (about 
5,000  tons  has  been  produced  so  far)  is 
presently  being  cooled  and  stored  at  the 
reactor  sites.  No  one  has  yet  decided  how 
the  waste  will  be  disposed  of  eventually. 
The  most  long-lived  radioactive  element 
(iodine  129)  takes  an  estimated  17  million 
years  to  decay  and  become  harmless, 
according  to  nuclear  scientists. 

Opponents  of  nuclear  energy  point  to 
these  facts  as  “proof”  that  the  nuclear 
energy  industry  is  irresponsible.  No  one 
knows  what  we  are  going  to  do  with  all 
this  waste,  they  complain.  While  backers 
of  nuclear  energy  are  confident  science 
will  find  a  way  to  dispose  of  it 
adequately,  opponents  say  we  have  no 
right  to  “bet  on  science”  with  the  lives  of 
all  future  generations  on  earth  as  the 
wager. 

•  The  cost  of  nuclear  energy  is  too 
great  when  all  factors  are  considered. 
“Anti-nuke”  people  point  to  the  fact  that 
nuclear  energy  reactors  are  projected  by 
those  in  the  industry  to  have  a  life  of  only 
about  30  to  40  years  as  an  indication  of 
another  kind  of  waste  —  money.  They 
also  claim  that  industry  figures  which 
show  nuclear  energy  to  be  more 
economical  than  other  forms  do  not 
consider  all  the  costs:  Among  those 
added  costs,  they  say,  are  expenses  for 
security  —  not  only  now  but  to  guard  the 
waste  material  long  after  the  reactor  is 
closed.  They  say  that  by  the  year  2,000 
annual  plutonium  production  will  hit  500 
tons  a  year  and  “nothing  less  than  a 
police  state”  can  provide  enough 
security  to  keep  the  plutonium  out  of  the 
hands  of  terrorists  and  other 
revolutionaries  intent  on  making  bombs. 

•  We  don’t  need  nuclear  energy  to 
solve  our  energy  problems.  Opponents 
say  that  nuclear  energy  emerged  out  of 
a  mindset  brought  about  the  dominance 
of  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission  in 
American  energy  policy.  They  claim  that 
the  roughly  13  percent  of  the  nation’s 
energy  now  produced  in  nuclear  power 
facilities  can  be  made  up  through 
conservation  and  alternative  energy 
sources.  Many  of  the  “anti-nuke”  people 
claim  that  if  solar  energy  were  stressed 
and  financially  backed  by  the 
government  in  a  way  approximating  the 
backing  that  has  gone  to  nuclear  energy, 
the  problem  would  be  solved  in  short 
order. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Where  should  a  conscientious  Christian  stand  on  the  issue 
of  nuclear  energy?  Within  United  Methodism,  as  well  as  the  Christian  church  at 
large,  there  is  no  general  agreement  on  the  answer  to  that  question.  Committed 
and  “sure”  Christians  on  both  sides  alternately  call  nuclear  energy  an  angel  of 
rtercy  or  a  demon  from  hell.  Many  others  frankly  admit  they  “just  don’t 
know.” 

TM/UMR  recently  assigned  Associate  Editor  Bud  Herron  to  look  for  some 
answers  in  the  controversy.  What  he  found  was  a  raging  and  highly  emotional 
debate  in  which  neither  side  can  even  agree  on  the  “facts”  surrounding  the 
controversy.  Without  a  common  “fact  base”  on  which  to  discuss  the  issue, 
systematic  debate  of  the  problem  has  so  far  proven  fruitless. 

The  articles  on  this  page  represent  various  viewpoints  on  the  issue. 

We  invite  TM/UMR  readers  to  state  their  own  opinions  through  the  “Question 
Box”  survey  found  elsewhere  on  this  page.  Results  of  the  Question  Box  will  be 
published  in  a  future  issue  of  TM/UMR.  


Church  stance  ‘schocks’ supporters 


GLEN  ROSE,  Texas  —  A  nuclear  reactor  containment  building  nears  completion  at 
Comanche  Peak  nuclear  power  plant  being  constructed  by  Texas  Utilities  near  here. 
The  building  will  contain  the  nuclear  core  used  to  produce  energy.  The  new  facility 
has  been  the  target  of  frequent  protests. 


PHOTO  BY  PAUL  CHRISTLEY 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
OAK  RIDGE,  Tenn.  -  Eighteen 
months  ago  when  Lorraine  Abbott  first 
became  aware  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  had  resolved  to  oppose  the  use  of 
nuclear  energy,  she  was  “shocked.  ” 

An  active  United  Methodist  at  Inskip 
UMC  in  Knoxville  and  a  technical  writer 
in  the  field  of  nuclear  energy  for  Oak 
Ridge  National  Laboratory  here,  she  was 
suddenly  caught  in  a  crossfire  between 
the  calling  of  her  profession  and  the 
pronouncements  of  her  church.  And  as  she 
studied  the  issue  she  became  more  and 
more  convinced  that  it  was  the  church 
and  not  the  nuclear  industry  which  had 
made  the  mistake  in  judgement. 

“Several  of  us  United  Methodists 
working  together  in  scientific  fields  at 
Oak  Ridge  had  already  become  aware  of 
the  anti-nuclear  stance  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  had  read  the 
terrible,  illogical  document  the  NCC 
wrote  on  the  subject,”  Mrs.  Abbott  told 
TM/UMR.  “But  the  real  shock  was  to 
find  out  that  our  own  church  had  not  only 
been  a  major  force  in  the  statement,  but 
had  in  1976  put  out  a  similar  statement  of 
its  own.” 

Something  had  to  be  done 

She,  and  ab&ut  30  other  United 
Methodists  from  the  scientific 
community  at  Oak  Ridge,  decided 
something  had  to  be  done  to  change  the 
official  view  of  the  church  on  the  subject 
of  nuclear  energy.  Calling  themselves 
“United  Methodists  for  Realistic  Energy 
Programs,”  the  fledgling  organization 
began  to  work  toward  influencing  the 
church  away  from  its  “anti-nuke” 
stance. 

Results  during  the  past  year  have  not 
been  as  great  as  members  of  the 
organization  had  hoped,  but  members 
were  instrumental  in  getting  the 
denomination’s  Holston  Annual 
Conference  to  pass  a  pro-nuclear  energy 
resolution,  and  news  of  the  organization 
has  brought  inquiries  from  across  the 
nation  from  other  United  Methodists 
wanting  to  take  part  in  the  pro-nuclear 
movement. 

Just  as  with  the  “anti-nuke”  forces,  the 
“pro-nuke”  United  Methodists  hold  a 
wide  variety  of  opinions,  but  within  the 
general  framework  of  support  for 
nuclear  energy.  Among  the  most 
common  points  made  by  these  backers  of 
nuclear  energy  are  the  following : 

•  While  not  completely  free  from  risk, 
nuclear  energy  has  proved  itself  safer 
than  other  forms  of  energy.  Backers  of 
nuclear  energy  point  out  that  in  the 
history  of  nuclear  energy  production  not 
a  single  life  has  been  lost  in  a  nuclear- 
related  accident.  They  compare  this  to 
the  hundreds  of  coal  miners  killed  by 


Eight  conferences  take  stands 

UMC  anti-nuclear  position  eyed 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
Energy-related  issues  were  considered 
by  29  of  United  Methodism’s  73  annual 
conferences  during  sessions  this  spring, 
but  only  eight  took  clear  stances  for  or 
against  the  use  of  nuclear  power.  Among 
those  eight,  the  score  was  6-2  against 
nuclear  energy. 

Meanwhile,  the  official  stance  of  the 
denomination  as  a  whole  continues  to  be 
“anti-nuclear”  —  based  primarily  on  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  UMC’s  1976 
General  Conference  which  calls  on  the 
federal  government  “to  discontinue  its 
support  of  nuclear  fission  reactor 
research  and  development  and  instead  to 


Nuclear  power  —  how  it  works 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

While  some  United  Methodists  have 
taken  strong  and  fervent  positions  either 
for  or  against  the  use  of  nuclear  energy, 
many  others  have  problems  understand¬ 
ing  what  can  be  a  complex  and  highly 
technical  subject. 

So  for  those  who  are  asking  “What  is 
all  the  argument  about?”  we  offer  the 
following: 

The  fundamental  building  block  of  our 
world  is  the  atom.  The  basis  for  nuclear 
"fission”  energy  is  that  certain  “heavy” 
elements  in  the  earth’s  crust  (such  as 
uranium)  have  combinations  of  atoms 


(called  isotopes)  which  can  be  made  to 
split  apart  in  a  nuclear  reactor.  When  the 
centers  of  these  atoms  (known  as  the 
nucleus)  split,  the  figments  that  are  left 
weigh  slightly  less  than  the  original.  The 
part  that  is  lost  turns  into  energy  in  the 
form  of  heat.  The  whole  process  is  called 
fission. 

A  nuclear  reactor  is  a  device  which 
causes  this  splitting  of  the  nucleus  to  take 
place  on  a  grand,  but  controlled  scale. 
The  heat  generated  by  the  process  can  be 
used  for  many  purposes.  Usually,  in  a 
nuclear  energy  plant,  the  heat  is  used  to 
heat  water.  The  water  is  turned  into 


We  think  all  the 
extras  shouldn't 
be  extra. 
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steam  and  the  steam  is  used  to  turn 
turbines  which  generate  electricity. 

1  As  this  “fission”  process  takes  place  to 
release  the  heat,  however,  other  things 
happen  at  the  same  time.  The  splitting 
atom  throws  off  three  dangerous  by¬ 
products:  Alpha  particles,  Beta  particles 
and  Gamma  rays. 

Alpha  particles  travel  in  the  air  only  a 
few  inches  from  their  source.  They 
cannot  penetrate  the  skin  and  are  not  a 
health  hazard  as  long  as  they  stay 
outside  the  body.  When  they  are  taken 
into  the  body  through  the  lungs  or  mouth, 
they  can  concentrate  their  energy  on 
body  tissue  and  create  damage  which 
may  eventually  lead  to  cancer. 

Beta  particles  (which  are  electrons 
from  the  split  atom)  travel  a  few  feet  and 
can  penetrate  the  skin.  They  especially 
can  do  harm  to  bones  and  to  the  thyroid 
gland.  They  can  be  blocked,  however,  by 
thin  sheets  of  metal  or  wood. 

Gamma  rays  are  high-energy 
electromagnetic  radiation  —  similar  to 
X-rays.  They  penetrate  easily  into  the 
body  and  must  be  stopped  by  thick 
concrete  in  reactor  housings.  Radio¬ 
activity  in  sufficient  doses  can  cause 
illness,  changes  in  cell  structure  (pos¬ 
sible  genetic  defects  in  future  genera¬ 
tions)  and  death. 

How  much  radiation  is  too  much? 
Experts  disagree.  Human  beings  are 
bombarded  with  radiation  all  the  time 
from  the  sun,  from  radioactive  elements 
in  the  environment  and  from  medical 
procedures  such  as  X-rays.  Some 
scientists  claim  low-level  radiation  such 
as  that  which  might  be  encountered  near 
a  nuclear  energy  plant  is  insignificant. 
Others  say  all  radiation  has  a  cumulative 
negative  effect. 

Everyone  agrees  too  high  a  dose  of 
radiation  is  a  tremendous  hazard  to  life. 
But  how  likely  is  it  that  lethal  radiation 
will  be  released  on  people  from  accidents 
or  sabotage  in  a  nuclear  power  plant? 
How  safe  are  the  safeguards?  Can  human 
beings  effectively  control  this  new 
technology?  What  can  we  do  with 
radioactive  waste? 


focus  its  resources  upon  non-nuclear 
energy  alternatives  such  as  solar 
power.”  Backers  of  nuclear  energy, 
however,  vow  to  struggle  at  the  1980 
General  Conference  of  the  denomination 
to  reverse  that  stand. 

Six  annual  conferences,  during 
sessions  this  spring,  called  for 
moratoriums  on  the  construction  of  new 
nuclear  power  plants  —  including  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference  where  the  “Three-Mile 
Island”  nuclear  power  plant  which 
developed  a  malfunction  last  March  is 
located.  The  Central  Pennsylvania 
resolution  calls  for  a  “phasing  out  of 
existing  plants  as  rapidly  as  possible” 
until  “problems  of  nuclear  waste 
disposal  and  accidents  such  as  that  at 
Three-Mile  Island”  can  be  solved. 

The  conference  also  called  for 
Congress  to  separate  the  regulatory  and 
promotional  functions  of  the  Nuclear 
Regulatory  Commission,  to  require 
continuous  on-site  monitoring  of  nuclear 
plants,  and  to  require  the  commission  to 
make  full  disclosures  on  nuclear 
accidents  to  date  and  problems  of 
radioactive  waste  disposal. 

Other  annual  conferences  calling  for  a 
moratorium  on  the  construction  of  new 
nuclear  power  plants  were:  Minnesota, 
Detroit,  Peninsula,  Northern  New  Jersey 
and  Pacific  and  Southwest 

Meanwhile,  the  denomination’s  New 
Mexico  Annual  Conference  passed  a 
resolution  supporting  nuclear  energy  and 
the  Holston  Annual  Conference  approved 
a  petition  to  General  Conference  which 
would  change  a  portion  of  the  UMC’s 
“Social  Principles”  to  say  all  energy 
sources  —  including  nuclear  —  should  be 
“developed  and  used  where  appropri¬ 
ate.” 

The  resolution  approved  by  the  New 

Guidelines  issued 
by  task  force 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  A  26-page  document 
establishing  “Guidelines  for  Eliminating 
Racism,  Sexism  and  Ageism  from 
United  Methodist  Resource  Materials” 
has  been  released  this  summer  by  a  task 
force  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

The  guidelines  are  a  result  of  a 
mandate  by  the  1976  General  Conference 
to  eliminate  discrimination  “in 
language,  content,  theology  and  imagery 
from  all  church  resource  materials.” 
Church  periodicals,  curriculum 
materials,  board  and  agency 
publications  and  all  other  printed 
material  and  audiovisual  resources  are 
to  follow  the  guidelines. 

The  guidelines  say  repeatedly  that 
stereotyping  people  by  age,  race,  or  sex 
is  a  major  method  of  reinforcing  and 
perpetuating  biases 


Mexico  Annual  Conference  calls  upon 
that  annual  conference  to  “advocate 
continued  and  expanded  use  of  nuclear 
energy  in  the  United  States”  and  that  the 
UMC  be  urged  at  its  1980  General 
Conference  “to  consider  and  reverse  its 
previous  position  opposing  nuclear 
energy  development.  ” 

Most  of  the  remaining  21  annual 
conferences  which  dealt  with  energy- 
related  issues  called  for  some  kind  of 
study  of  the  issue  as  a  whole  or  some  part 
of  it,  or  for  reduced  energy  use  by  the 
church  and  its  members. 


“black  lung  disease"  and  in  mining 
disasters.  The  chance  for  loss  of  life  in  a 
nuclear  accident,  backers  claim,  is 
infinitesimal  and  much  smaller  than  the 
chances  a  person  has  to  lose  his  or  her 
life  in  an  automobile  accident,  or  a  fire, 
or  even  by  lightning. 

•  Nuclear  waste  disposal  is  a  problem 
which  has  been  greatly  over-estimated. 
Nuclear  backers  claim  this  problem  is 
largely  a  “red  herring”  created  by  the 
anti-nuclear  forces.  They  say  that 
although  there  is  no  way  currently  to 
handle  waste  in  a  permanent  fashion,  the 
technology  is  ready  whenever  the 
government  gives  “the  green  light.”  In 
the  short  term,  they  contend  that  the 
waste  can  be  buried  in  a  retrievable 
manner.  Later,  they  say,  the  waste  could 
be  buried  in  deep  salt  mines  or  disposed 
of  in  some  fashion  yet  to  be  worked  out  by 
science.  In  any  case,  they  believe  the 
problem  has  been  exaggerated.  They  say 
charges  by  anti-nuclear  forces  that  some 
nuclear  waste  remains  lethal  for  250,000 
years  are  ridiculous  scare  tactics.  TTiey 
say  that  even  in  long-life  radioactive 
elements,  99  percent  of  the  radiation  has 
disappeared  within  ten  years. 

•  Nuclear  energy  is  needed  now,  and 
without  it  human  suffering  will  result.  In 
reply  to  anti-nuclear  charges  that  the  13 
percent  of  the  nation’s  energy  now 
coming  from  nuclear  sources  can  be 
produced  through  alternative  sources 
aided  by  conservation,  pro-nuclear 
persons  say  the  figures  are  misleading. 
In  some  parts  of  the  nation,  they  say,  as 
much  as  60  percent  of  all  electricity  is 
already  being  produced  by  nuclear 
energy.  Backers  claim  that  without  this 
nuclear  energy  our  nation  must  not  only 
depend  more  heavily  on  foreign  oil 
imports  —  something  they  say  is  more 
dangerous  to  humanity  than  nuclear 
power  —  but  that  many  Americans 
(particularly  the  poor)  will  suffer 
because  of  increasing  energy  costs  and 
inadquate  energy  supplies. 

•  Nuclear  energy  is  cheaper  than  other 
alternatives  now  capable  of  producing 
electricity  in  the  needed  quantities. 
Using  1978  as  an  example  year,  the 
nuclear  energy  industry  makes  the 
following  cost  comparison  claims  for 
producing  one  kilowatt-hour  of 
electricity:  Oil  —  4  cents;  Coal  —  2.3 
cents;  and  Nuclear  — 1.5  cents. 

•  Use  of  nuclear  energy  represents 
better  stewardship  of  the  earth's  natural 
resources  and  environment  than  use  of 
the  current  major  alternative  energy 
source  —  coal.  Because  of  the  lesser 
amount  of  uranium  needed  to  be  mined 
for  a  nuclear  facility  in  comparison  to  the 
amount  of  coal  needed  for  a  coal- 
powered  generator,  nuclear  energy 
proponents  say  less  damage  to  the 
environment  results  from  the  production 
of  nuclear  energy.  There  would  be  less 
strip  mining,  less  air  pollution  and  less 
human  cost  from  the  mining,  they  claim. 
They  say  a  coal-fired  plant  will  produce 
500,000  tons  of  “toxic  ash”  a  year 
compared  to  the  30  to  40  tons  of  waste 
produced  in  a  nuclear  facility. 

•  If  we  choose  not  to  use  nuclear 
energy  or  to  develop  its  technology,  we 
are  dangerously  abdicating  our  nation’s 
leadership  role  in  the  world.  The  rest  oi 
the  world  is  not  going  to  let  us  decide, 
backers  claim.  Most  developed  nations 
already  have  decided  in  favor  of  nuclear 
energy  as  their  only  sure  source  of  long¬ 
term  power.  To  deny  this,  they  say,  is  to 
bury  our  heads  in  the  sand.  We  need  to  be 
in  nuclear  energy  in  order  to  provide 
moral  leadership  in  the  world. 


Question  Box 

(Articles  elsewhere  on  this  page  describe  positions  being  taken  by  United 
Methodists  in  the  debate  over  the  development  and  use  of  nuclear  “fission” 
energy  in  the  United  States.  You  are  invited  to  make  known  your  views  on  this 
issue  by  filling  out  and  returning  this  survey  form.  For  more  than  one  member 
of  a  household  to  respond,  please  use  different  colored  writing  implements.  You 
may  qualify  your  responses  in  the  spaces  marked  "comment.” 

1.  How  do  you  feel  about  the  development  and  use  of  nuclear  “fission”  energy 
in  the  United  States?  (circle  one) 

a.  All  current  nuclear  plants  should  be  shut  down  and  construction  of  all 
future  plants  should  be  banned. 

b.  Present  plants  should  remain  in  operation,  but  a  moratorium  on  all 
future  construction  should  be  initiated  until  solutions  to  problems  such  as  how 
to  dispose  of  nuclear  waste  safely  can  be  developed. 

c.  Nuclear  energy  plants  should  continue  to  be  constructed  as  they  are 
needed  to  meet  our  nation’s  energy  requirements  and  should  follow  current 
safeguards. 

d.  Additional  nuclear  energy  plants  should  be  constructed  to  reduce  oil 
imports  and  the  strip  mining  of  coal,  and  because  nuclear  energy  is  safer  and 
less  costly  in  many  instances  than  its  alternatives. 

e.  Undecided. 

Comment:  _ _ _ 

2.  What  type  of  position  do  you  believe  the  church  should  take  regarding  the 
use  of  nuclear  energy?  (circle  one) 

a.  It  is  not  appropriate  for  the  church  to  deal  with  such  issues. 

b.  The  church  should  discuss  such  issues,  but  should  not  take  sides. 

c.  The  church  should  discuss  the  issue  and  take  a  strong  position  against 
the  use  of  nuclear  energy  until  safer  nuclear  technology  can  be  developed 

d.  The  church  should  discuss  the  issue  and  take  a  strong  position 
supporting  the  use  of  nuclear  energy  as  among  the  safest  alternatives  available 
to  meet  societal  needs. 

e.  Uncertain. 

Comment:  _ _ _ - _ _ _ 

3.  In  an  editorial  statement  on  Page  2  of  this  issue,  TM/UMR  proposes  that 
our  church  sponsor  a  national  symposium  of  energy  experts  representing  all 
sides  of  the  nuclear  energy  debate  in  order  to  develop  a  common  “fact  base” 
and  there-by  promote  more  reasoned  discussion  of  this  issue.  Do  you  believe 
such  a  symposium  would :  (circle  one) 

a.  Represent .  constructive  effort  to  help  society  deal  with  this  issue;  I 
believe  it  should  be  t»  <ed. 

b.  Be  an  example  of  good  intentions  which  would  likely  result  in  a  waste  of 
time  and  money ;  I  oppose  such  an  effort. 

c.  Uncertain. 

Comment:  - - - 

Are  you  a : 

Layman  Laywoman 

Age  group: 

18  &  under 


Minister  (circle one) 


19-35  36-50  51-64  65  &  over  ( circle  one) 

Responses  to  this  survey  will  be  tabulated  and  results  reported  in  a  future 
issue.  In  order  to  participate,  please  clip  and  mail  your  response  before 
midnight,  Monday,  September  24,  to:  “Question  Box,”  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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West  losing  interest, 
3rd  world  prelate  says 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PRINCETON,  N.J.  (RNS)  - 
Developing  nations  must  gain  control  of 
their  own  economies  and  not  depend  on 
the  West,  which  shows  signs  of  losing 
interest  in  the  plight  of  the  Third  World,  a 
Roman  Catholic  archbishop  from  India 
suggested  in  the  keynote  address  to  the 
Third  Assembly  of  the  World  Conference 
on  Religion  and  Peace  here. 

“The  West  does  not  seem  to  be  in  a 
great  mood  for  self-sacrifice,”  asserted 
Archbishop  Angelo  Fernandes  of  New 
Delhi. 

“On  the  contrary,  it  seems  to  be  losing 
interest  in  bridging  the  gap  between 
North  and  South  and  growing  more 
anxious  than  ever”  about  the  slowing 
growth  of  their  own  national  economies, 
he  said. 

The  66-year-old  prelate,  who  has 
served  as  president  of  the  worldwide 
interreligious  organization  since  1970, 
addressed  more  than  350  participants 
from  48  countries  who  represent  10 
major  religions  of  the  world.  They 
gathered  at  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary  for  nine  days  to  examine  a  host 
of  interrelated  political,  economic,  and 
spiritual  issues  and  to  formulate  policy 
recommendations  to  mobilize  world 
religious  resources  in  behalf  of  world 
peace. 

The  WCRP  has  non-governmental 
status  at  the  United  Nations.  In  1976 
WCRP  mounted  one  of  the  first  rescue 
operations  for  Indochinese  “boat 
people.” 

Describing  the  gap  between  developed 
and  developing  countries  as  “shocking 
and  revolting,”  Archbishop  Fernandes 
said  that  people  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin 
America  are  determined  “to  have  a  say 
and  play  a  part  in  the  making  of  a  new 
society.” 

The  common  threats  of  pollution, 
moral  decadence,  hunger,  national 
chauvinism  and  oppressive  ideologies 


are  binding  the  world’s  peoples  together, 
he  said. 

But  the  archbishop  spoke  against  the 
backdrop  of  frustrated  hopes  in  the 
developing  world.  The  United  Nations 
Conference  of  Trade  and  Development  in 
Manila  in  May  failed  to  produce  progress 
on  world  commodity  issues,  which  so 
concern  the  Third  World.  Earlier, 
negotiators  for  developing  countries  left 
international  tariff  and  trade  talks  in 
Geneva  convinced  that  the  West’s 
multibillion  dollar  trade  policy  aimed  at 
liberalizing  world  trade  would  in  effect 
discriminate  against  Third  World 
exports. 

Those  setbacks  were  alluded  to  by  the 
prelate,  who  serves  on  the  Pontifical 
Commission  for  Justice  and  Peace,  when 
he  called  for  a  shift  in  emphasis  from 
discussion  about  trade  flow,  technology 
and  finance  to,  instead,  “self-reliance.”  . 

“This  means,”  he  explained,  “that 
developing  countries  would  gain  control 
over  their  own  economic  activities  and 
de-link  themselves  from  center  (i.e., 
Western )-dominated  economic  cycles.” 

Among  those  participating  in  the 
conference  were,  for  the  first  time,  eight 
Buddhist,  Christian  and  Muslim 
representatives  from ,  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China.  Their  presence  was  to 
some  extent  an  outgrowth  of  China’s 
commitment  to  a  new  opening  to  the 
world,  including  increased  trade  ties 
with  the  West. 

In  another  major  address,  Dr.  Homer 
A.  Jack,  a  founder  and  secretary -general 
of  the  WCRP,  called  for  a  “new 
abolitionism”  against  nuclear  weapons 
and  nuclear  energy. 

“This  is  not,”  he  said,  "a  fuzzy 
moralism  meaning  all  things  to  all 
people  —  and  nations.  This  proposition 
means  that  for  any  nation  to  continue  or 
to  begin  to  stock  strategic  and  tactical 
nuclear  weapons  is  criminal.” 


UM  track  star’s  story  filmed  for  television 

ALBUQUERQUE  —  Director  Stuart  Margolin  points  as  he  gives  instructions  to 
actor  Bob  Wilson  (left)  and  star  Timothy  Bottoms  during  the  filming  here  of  the 
life  story  of  New  Mexico  athlete  John  Baker  to  appear  on  television  this  fall.  Mr. 
Baker,  who  died  of  cancer  in  1970,  was  a  United  Methodist.  His  mother,  Polly,  a 
member  of  Central  UMC  here,  observes  the  action  on  location  (right). 

The  film,  “A  Shining  Season.”  centers  on  the  track  star’s  dedication  as  a 
teacher.  “It  isn’t  that  John  Baker  won  races  and  died  of  cancer,”  director 
Margolin  said.  “It's  what  he  did  with  his  last  months  and  his  work  with  children.” 

ALBUQUERQUE  JOURNAL  PHOTO 
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Chinese  say  religious 
freedom  on  upswing 


Sociologist  says  Americans 
value  family  relationships 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  “Our  families  come 
first,"  a  sociologist  of  America’s  most 
basic  and  most  embattled  institution  told 
participants  here  at  the  recent  national 
seminar  for  United  Methodist  Women. 

Dr.  Emily  Dunn  Dale  said  repeated 
surveys  indicate  Americans  are  a 
“hearth-centered  society”  where  kinship 
loyalties  far  surpass  other  kinds  of 
relationships  in  importance  to  persons. 
The  professor  at  UM-related  Illinois 
Wesleyan  University  in  Bloomington, 
Ill.,  said,  by  her  definition,  “the  form  of 
the  family  may  vary,  (but)  if  it  feels  and 
works  like  a  family,  it  is  a  family.” 

“Those  who  would  narrowly  define 
what  we  think  a  family  ought  to  be  like 
and  expect  every  one  else  to  conform  to 
their  definition  can  only  do  damage  to 
those  who  choose  or  are  forced  into  other 
lifestyles,”  she  added. 

Dr.  Dale  warned  United  Methodist  Wo¬ 
men  to  “be  alert  to  the  growing 
campaign  of  the  radical  right  to  use  a 
narrow  definition  of  family  to  achieve 
and  mobilize  political  power.  Their  goal, 
in  reality,  is  to  undermine  the  basic 
principle  of  separation  of  church  and 
state.” 

Listing  some  “nuts  and  bolts”  ways 
that  families  can  be  supported  by  church 
women,  the  sociologist  suggested  that 
the  first  thing  is  for  the  church  to  expand 
its  own  sense  of  family  —  and  especially 
including  single  parent  families.  “Fifty 
percent  of  the  children  bom  in  1977  will 
live  in  single-parent  households  before 
they  are  18.  They  are  in  special  need  of 
support.” 

Dr.  Dale  told  the  women  they  should 
also  “re-examine  their  own  priorities.  If 
.  your  family  is  important  to  you,  act  like 
it.  Don’t  let  congregatlonar  responsibili¬ 
ties  destroy  your  family.” 

Several  other  specific  suggestions 
included: 

•  “Get  your  church  solidly  behind 
providing  adequate  family  planning  for 
everyone,”  she  said,  “and  insist  on  good 
sex  education  in  church  and  school.  If  it 
is  not  provided,  study  and  prepare 
yourself  to  do  it.” 


•  In  the  area  of  public  policies,  work  to 
prevent  policies  that  hurt  families; 
encourage  increased  support  for  intact 
families  instead  of  policies  that  reward 
them  for  disintegrating  —  such  as  Aid  for 
Families  with  Dependent  Children 
(AFDC). 

•  Work  to  combat  discriminatory 
treatment  of  women  in  the  workforce  or 
any  place  else.  “Racism  is  a  dirty  word; 
hope  that  sexism  soon  becomes  one.” 

•  Address  the  problems  of 
discrimination  against  those  who  are 
homosexuals.  “Homophobia  is  rampant 
and  vicious  with  even  the  UMC  having  its 
problems  in  this  regard.” 

Dr.  Dale  would  like  to  see  present 
and  proposed  governmental  policies 
examined  in  terms  “of  how  they  impact 
the  family.”  She  noted  that  “as  of  now, 
there  is  no  one  in  Washington  with  the 
responsibility  to  speak  out  in  behalf  of 
the  most  basic  institution  in  this 
country.” 

Sent  to  Women ’s  Division 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  first 
Chinese  interreligious  group  to  visit  the 
United  States  says  there  is  substantial 
and  growing  freedom  of  religion  in  the 
Chinese  Peoples’  Republic. 

The  delegation,  consisting  of  three 
Buddhists,  four  Christians  and  two 
Muslims,  said 'that  violations  of  religious 
liberty  are  now  subject  to  a  two-year 
prison  term  in  the  new  penal  code  just 
adopted  by  the  Fifth  National  Congress. 

Religious  freedom  is  also  guaranteed 
by  Article  46  of  the  Constitution.  One  of 
the  spokesmen,  Bishop  Ding  Guangxun 
of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church  (Anglican) 
admitted  that  there  had  been  “some 
problems”  with  interpretation  of  the 
wording,  so  that  the  propagation  of 
atheism  was  more  protected  than  the 
propagation  of  religious  belief.  Many 
Chinese  religious  leaders,  the  bishop 
affirmed,  would  like  the  wording 
changed. 

The  delegation  met  with  reporters  at 
the  offices  here  of  the  Chinese  mission  to 
the  United  Nations. 

As  to  the  status  of  Chinese  Christianity, 
Bishop  Ding  emphasized  that  Chinese 
Christians  had  for  thirty  years  “made 
great  progress  in  developing  self- 
government,  self-support,  and  self¬ 
propagation.”  Though  Bishop  Ding  said 
that  Chinese  Christians,  who  number 
“several  million,”  would  welcome 
“foreign  Christian  visitors,”  he  made 
clear  that  the  age  of  Western 
missionaries  had  ended. 

Chinese  churches  receive  no  financial 
support  from  abroad,  and  all  leadership 
positions  are  filled  by  Chinese.  “We  do 
not  need  approval  from  some  office  in 
London  or  elsewhere,”  Bishop  Ding  said. 

China’s  churches  were  "pretty 
Western”  thirty  years  ago,  the  bishop 


Program  directions  voted 
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Congregation 

Frontiers  in  Evangelism 
and  Church  Growth 

George  G.  Hunter  III.  Learn 
to  reach  out  to  the  undiscipled  to 
win  them  to  Christ.  You  and 
your  church  can  become  more 
effective,  aggressive  disciples, 
using  both  faith  and  evangelistic 
methods  that  have  been  found 
effective  to  actively  recruit  people 
for  Christ.  Drawing  upon  the 
church  growth  model  of 
evangelism  pioneered  by  Donald 
McGavran.  Dr.  Hunter  outlines 
strategies  for  reaching  out  to 
people  and  claiming  them  for  the 
church.  This  book  will  be  used 
widely  in  workshops  and  study 
groups  in  churches  of  many 
denominations  who  want  to  learn 
to  be  “contagious.”  $4.95.  paper 
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LINCOLN,  Neb.  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodist  Women,  participating  in  their 
quadrennial  National  Seminar  here, 
approved  with  dispatch  27  of  31  proposed 
recommendations  to  the  church’s 
Women’s  Division  for  future 
programming  consideration. 

Following  closely  on  the  heels  of  a  first- 
ever  satellite  conversation  between 
officials  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  seminar  participants  (see  separate 
story),  the  seminar  called  on  the 
Women’s  Division  to  establish  the  “New 
International  Information  Order  as  a 
major  program  emphasis  for  the  1981-84 
quadrennium.” 

A  recommendation  to  the  division  to 
provide  a  brief  printed  rationale  on  both 
sides  when  information  is  distributed  on 
vital  issues  was  defeated. 

(Donna  Schlemmer  of  Harrison,  Ind., 
one  of  three  drafters  of  the  defeated 
recommendation,  told  TM/UMR  she  was 
advised  by  a  division  executive  that  the 
failure  of  the  division  to  provide 
balanced  information  was  the  most 
frequent  “gripe”  heard  by  the  division 
but  that  it  is  “not  a  problem.”  Ms. 
Schlemmer,  who  is  also  a  district  officer, 
believes  it  is  a  problem  which  could  be 
resolved. ) 

The  recommendation  was  defeated 
here  by  arguments  that  it  failed  to  define 
“vital”  and  “no  issue  has  only  two 
sides.” 

In  other  recommendations  the  seminar 
voted  to  recommend: 

•  Provision  of  “language  interpreters 


Classified 


WANTED:  Director  of  Education  to  work  in  a  740- 

member  church  of  moderately  conservative 
theology  Salary  —  $8,500  plus  furnished  house  (C/H, 
A/C.  3  BR.  brick  i  Send  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  28.  Mexia,  TX  76667. 


TWO  WAYS  TO  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION 
PLAY.  1980  June:  Italy.  Austria.  Germany. 
Switzerland  Sept  :  Germany  Austria.  Hungary 
Experienced  personal  hosts  Frederick  Marsh.  First 
Church.  1320  Main.  Houston,  TX  77002  (713  )  652-2999 

ORGANIST-DIRECTOR  'or  direct  or  i  wants  position 

in  church  with  good  choral  tradition  and  pipe  organ 
M  S  M  from  SMU  Wife,  soprano,  has  B  Mus  . 
directs  children's  music  program,  and  has  taught 
public  school  B  A  Bumgarner,  4840  Cole  Ave 
~  •'  - -2141  522-4017  (evenings > 


Dallas.  TX  75205  ' 


WANTED:  HELP  We  are  planning  on  building  a 

new  church  We  want  ideas  on  earth  shelter,  solar, 
creative  structures  that  are  practical,  flexible, 
economical  Write:  Rev  Jerry  Peterson.  4245  N  20th 
St..  St.  Cloud.  MN  56301 


1958  ALLEN  ORGAN.  Model  C-3.  two  manuals,  AGO 

32  note  pedal  key  board,  full  console  with  36  stops. 
Maintained  in  excellent  condition  by  Allen  Good  buy 
$5,000  FOB  United  Methodist  Church. 
Sycamore.  IL 60178  Phone:  (815)895-9113. 


so  that  all  .  members  can  be  full 
participants”  in  future  national 
seminars  and  other  national  meetings; 

•  A  “study  course  on  human  sexuality, 
including  the  study  of  homosexuality” 
for  use  at  the  conference,  district  and 
local  levels  of  United  Methodist  Women 
“for  the  purpose  of  educating  women” ; 

•  Continued  efforts  on  implementation 
of  the  Charter  for  Racial  Justice 
Policies ; 

•  An  education  program  designed  to 
lead  to  more  active  expression  of 
solidarity  with  “peoples’  movements  and 
organizations  struggling  for 
decolonization,  self-determination  and 
the  liberation  of  the  poor  and  oppressed, 
including  those  in  the  U.  S.” ; 

•  Inclusion  of  issues  concerning 
immigration,  migrant  labor  and 
undocumented  workers  and  displaced 
persons  in  division  programming; 

•  Constituency  education  on  “the 
realities  of  the  Korean  situation” ; 

•  Inclusion  of  handicapped  persons  in 
division-sponsored  events,  and 
interpretation  for  both  deaf  and  blind; 

•  Action/study  programming  on  the 
criminal  justice  system,  a  conference  on 
prisons  and  parolee-ministries,  and 
efforts  to  “establish  alternatives  to 
prisons”; 

•  An  emphasis  on  energy  concerns  for 
regional  schools  early  in  the  next 
quadrennium  and  as  an  issue  for  a 
mission  study; 

•  Development  of  programs  on 
"parenting”  and  on  good  nutrition. 

‘No  strings  ’ giving  cut 

DALLAS  (RNS)  —  A  Dallas  church 
which  provides  the  largest  single 
undesignated  gift  to  United  Methodist 
Women’s  work  has  amended  its  annual 
budget  to  specify  how  most  of  the  $8,800  it 
sends  to  the  national  office  is  to  be  used. 

The  action  by  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
church  was  taken  after  a  five-session 
study  of  controversial  measures  adopted 
by  the  UMW  this  year. 

In  the  past,  the  local  group  has  sent  its 
money  to  be  used  wherever  needed  for 
the  denominational  mission  work  of 
United  Methodist  Women.  But  Mrs.  W. 
Ewing  Moore,  president  of  the  Highland 
Park  Church  chapter,  said  an 
amendment  was  adopted  to  designate 
most  of  the  allotment  to  particular 
mission  categories. 


UMC  gains  new  ally 


said.  “Other  Chinese  regarded, 
Christians  as  sub-Chinese  or  less  Chinese 
because  of  their  Christian  faith,”  he 
indicated.  The  major  goal  of  Christians 
in  the  new  China  was  to  become  “just  as 
Chinese  as  churches  in  America  are 
American,”  he  noted.  The  goal  of 
indigenization  has  been  accomplished  for 
Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics. 

“Christians  have  the  freedom  to 
preach  and  to  practice  their  faith,”  the 
bishop  continued,  “and  there  are  many 
new  converts.  ” 

A  Protestant  delegate  from  Shanghai, 
Li  Shoubao,  said  that  “all  religions  are  in 
the  midst  of  rehabilitation.  We  hope  to 
have  many  new  churches  open  soon  in 
Shanghai.” 

Several  of  the  spokespersons 
denounced  “the  Gang  of  Four,”  the 
short-lived  regime  that  succeeded  Mao 
Tse-Tung  in  1976  saying  that  they  were 
responsible  for  the  problems  faced  by 
religionists  at  that  time.  Today’s 
religious  groups  are  all  part  of  a  “United 
Front,”  which  is  building  “a  systematic 
and  planned  socialist  modernization,” 
said  a  Buddhist  delegate,  Zhao  Puchu. 

The  Chinese  delegation  is  in  the  United 
States  to  attend  the  third  assembly  of  the 
World  Conference  on  Religion  and  Peace 
at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  The 
World  Conference  on  Religion  and  Peace 
was  founded  in  1969  to  bring  a  religious 
witness  to  the  problems  of  world  peace. 

(See  related  story  on  this  page. ) 

UMCOR  asks 
hurricane 
relief 

By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  -  An  appeal  to  United 
Methodists  for  $100,000  to  aid  victims  of 
recent  hurricanes  in  the  Caribbean  has 
been  issued  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR), 
TM/UMR  learned  last  week. 

Hurricane  David,  the  worst  reported  to 
have  hit  the  islands  in  the  Atlantic  in  88 
years,  was  especially  destructive  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  and  on  the  tiny 
island  of  Dominica.  In  these  areas,  an 
estimated  1,000  people  were  killed,  a 
large  percentage  of  homes  destroyed  or 
damaged,  and  virtually  all  of  the  crops 
wiped  out,  when  David  whipped  through 
Sept.  2,  according  to  the  Rev.  J.  Harry 
Haines,  UMCOR  director. 

Funds  are  needed  to  buy  emergency 
food  and  supplies,  and  for  materials  to 
construct  shelter  for  the  homeless,  Dr. 
Haines  said.  In  Dominica  alone,  65,000  of 
the  80,000  population  are  homeless. 

So  far,  food  and  clothing  have  been 
airlifted  to  the  region,  and  UMCOR  staff 
already  in  the  area  on  long-term 
assignments  are  now  working  directly 
with  disaster  relief.  Dr.  Haines 
anticipates  UMCOR  will  be  involved  in 
some  “long  term”  rebuilding  programs, 
but  details  will  not  be  known  until  the  full 
extent  of  the  damages  has  been  assessed. 

“The  real  tragedy  is  that  when  the  full 
extent  of  the  damage  is  known,  the 
Caribbean  hurricane  will  no  longer  be  on 
the  media,”  he  said. 

The  hurricane  also  invaded  the 
southeastern  coasts  of  Florida,  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina  early  last  week. 
Downgraded  to  a  tropical  storm  by 
Wednesday,  David  sent  rains  and 
tornadoes  to  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
Several  deaths  and  property  loss  were 
blamed  on  those  storms. 

However,  no  requests  for  help  have 
come  in  the  U.  S.  and  no  UM  churches  or 
parsonages  were  reported  damaged  in 
the  storms,  UM  conference  disaster 
officials  report. 

Florida  was  hardest  hit  with  property 
loss  valued  in  the  millions  of  dollars  but 
more  damage  and  loss  of  life  was 
prevented  because  they  had  braced  for 
the  storm,  said  Florida  conference 
disaster  relief  coordinator,  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  Crossman  of  Orlando.  Several 
UM  churches  were  used  as  shelters 
during  the  storm ,  he  sa  id . 

Those  wishing  to  contribute  to  the 
fundraising  effort  for  the  hurricane 
victims  should  send  their  donations  to 
UMCOR,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10027. 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  gained  a  major 
ally  in  its  appeal  for  Supreme  Court 
review  of  California  state  court  decisions 
holding  that  the  church  may  be  held 
liable  in  lawsuits  against  a  Methodist- 
related  group  of  retirement  homes. 

In  a  brief  submitted  to  the  high  Court 
on  Aug.  31,  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Affairs  accused  the  California 
Court  of  Appeal  of  threatening  the 
“demise  of  religious  denominations  as 
they  now  exist”  by  allowing  162  former 
residents  of  Pacific  Homes  to  sue  not 
only  the  retirement  facilities  themselves 
but  their  sponsoring  denomination  as 
well.  The  suits  total  $366  million. 

United  Methodist  Church  theologians 
and  historians  testified  in  the  California 
court  that  their  church  polity  is 
connectional,  rather  than  strictly 
hierarchical.  But  the  Court  of  Appeal 
ruled  last  March  that  the  UMC  is  a 
hierarchical  church. 

Nearly  a  year  earlier,  a  lower 
California  court  had  held  that  the  UMC  is 
no  more  than  a  spiritual  confederation 
and  not  a  jural  entity  that  could  be  sued 
under  California  state  law.  That  court 
warned  that  allowing  the  retirement 
home  residents  to  sue  the  church  “would 
effectively  destroy  Methodism  in  this 
country”  and  “would  have  a  chilling 
effect  on  all  churches  and  religious 
movements  by  inhibiting  the  free 
association  of  persons  of  similar 
religious  beliefs.” 

The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  brief, 
written  by  research  director  John  W. 
Baker,  argued  that  the  diversity  of 
church  polity  among  denominations 
requires  courts  to  refrain  from  placing 
them  into  the  categories  of 
“hierarchical”  or  “independent.” 
Various  shades  between  the  two 
extremes,  including  “quasi- 
hierarchical,”  “modified  hierarchical,” 
“connectional,”  and  “cooperating 
congregational”  churches,  must  be 
acknowledged,  the  argument  continued. 

The  brief  also  maintained  that  the 
California  Court  of  Appeal  disregarded 
state  law  which  holds  that  in  matters  of 
church  policy  or  discipline,  “the  state, 
and  its  courts,  have  no  legitimate 
concern  or  jurisdiction.” 

The  Baptist  brief  underscored  that 
point  by  declaring  that  “because 
ecclesiology  is  based  on  theological 
beliefs  and  understandings,  the  state  is 
not  a  competent  definer  or  interpreter  of 
the  nature  and  pattern  of  religious 
intraorganizational  relationships.” 

Without  question,  however,  the  issue  in 
the  California  case  which  most  concerns 
denominational  officials  of  all  faiths  has 
to  do  with  the  legal  obligations  of 
agencies  and  institutions  bearing  their 
names.  The  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
brief  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  the 
California  decision,  if  allowed  to  stand, 
“would  unconstitutionally  mandate  the 


demise  of  religious  denominations  as 
they  now  exist.” 

The  Baptist  agency  also  stated  that  it 
finds  “offensive”  the  notion  that  because 
various  churches  and  institutions  share 
the  same  name,  any  one  of  them  may  be 
legally  accountable  for  the  others,  noting 
that  most  Baptist  churches  have  chosen 
to  cooperate  for  missionary, 
evangelistic,  and  social  purposes,  the 
brief  warns  that  the  California  court 
position  would  even  make  local 
congregations  liable  for  the  actions  of 
any  other  local  church. 

The  high  Court  will  now  take  the 
Baptist  brief  under  advisement  along 
with  those  of  other  groups  urging  the 
justices  to  accept  the  case  for  full 
argument  and  decision. 

Minimum 
wage  law 
rapped 

BOSTON  (RNS)  -  “An  inflexible 
minimum-wage  law  is  a  major  factor 
contributing  to  minority  youth 
unemployment,”  says  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Pensions. 

At  its  meeting  here,  the  board  urged  its 
general  secretary,  Gerald  K.  Hornung,  to 
communicate  its  concern  on  minority 
youth  unemployment  to  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race. 

As  part  of  its  ongoing  interest  in 
corporate  social  responsibility,  the  board 
has  been  working  with  several  firms  in 
which  it  holds  stock  to  promote  job 
training  and  employment  for  minority 
youths. 

The  minimum-wage  law  “has  priced 
thousands  of  minority  youth  out  of  the  job 
market,”  said  the  Rev.  Walter  L. 
Underwood  of  Houston,  who  chairs  the 
board’s  committee  on  corporate  and 
fiduciary  responsibility. 

In  another  action,  the  board  said  it 
would  file  a  shareholder  resolution  on 
South  Africa  with  the  Ingersoll-Rand 
Company,  in  which  it  holds  about  2,000 
shares  of  stock,  unless  the  company 
adopts  the  so-called  “Sullivan 
Principles”  in  its  South  Africa 
operations. 

The  reference  was  to  a  fair 
employment  code  drafted  by  the  Rev. 
Leon  H.  Sullivan,  a  black  Baptist 
minister  who  is  a  director  of  General 
Motors.  The  code  lists  six  guidelines 
suggested  for  use  by  U.  S.  firths  to 
improve  the  status  of  non-white 
employees  in  their  South  African 
affiliates. 


“A  spiritual  guide  matched  to 
the  deepest  needs 
of  our  time...”* 
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Elizabeth  O'Connor 

LETTERS  TO  SCATTERED  PILGRIMS 

In  these  personal  letters  Elizabeth  O’Connor  speaks  to 
the  questions  that  concern  her  fellow  Christian  pilgrims: 
separation,  God’s  call,  the  role  of  money  in  the  Christian 
community,  and  many  more.  Here  is  contemporary  spirit¬ 
ual  guidance  that  is  “sane,  balanced,  searching,  incisive.” 

— Douglas  V.  Steere* 

Just  published,  $6.95 
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OUR  MANY  SELVES 

“Provides  new  avenues  to  self-acceptance.” — Wayne  E.  Oates 
Paper  RD  36  $3.95 

THE  NEW  COMMUNITY 
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— Catherine  Marshall  Paper  RD  180  $4.95 

CALL  TO  COMMITMENT 

“A  challenge  to  superficial  church  membership  wherever  it  may 
exist.” — Christianity  Today  Paper  RD  131  $4.95 

JOURNEY  INWARD,  JOURNEY  OUTWARD 

“Moving  document  of  a  congregation  responding  to  the  needs  of 
its  area.” — Robert  A.  Raines  Paper  RD  100  $4.95 
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Dr.  Matheny 
Receives  Honor 
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Christian  Education  Sunday 


Tom  Matheny,  Conference  Lay  Leader 
and  President  of  the  Judicial  Council, 
has  been  selected  to  be  named  as  one  of 
the  persons  in  Who’s  Who  In  American 
Law  Enforcement. 

Usually  honored  are  those  profes¬ 
sionals  in  the  field  who  have  made 
significant  advances  in  this  area. 
However,  because  of  Dr.  Matheny’s 
outstanding  contributions,  he  has  been 
singled  out  as  the  first  layman  ever  to 
receive  this  honor. 

The  text  of  the  citation  reads  “in 
recognition  of  his  work  as  a  special 
assistant  to  the  attorney  general  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  his  chairmanship  of 
the  Crime  Control  Committee  of  Gold  in 
Louisiana,  his  chairmanship  of  the 
Committee  on  Community  Action  and 
Crime  Prevention  of  Louisiana,  his 
Commission  of  Law  Enforcement 
Administration  of  Criminal  Justice,  his 
chairmanship  of  the  Prison  Reform 
Committee  of  the  Louisiana  State  Law 
Association,  and  his  advisory  service  to 
law  enforcement  bodies  on  the  state  and 
national  levels.” 

Dr.  Matheny  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Tulane  University  School  of  Law  and  a 
partner  in  the  law  firm  of  Pittman  and 
Matheny  in  Hammond. 


1979  has  been  established  by  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  as  the 
INTERNATIONAL  VEAR  OF  THE 
CHILD,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  also  recognized  this  year  as  a 
means  of  lifting  up  the  importance  of  the 
rights  of  children.  During  Christian 
Education  Week,  every  local  church 
ought  to  re-examine  its  goals  for  the 
Children’s  Division;  look  more  closely  as 
ways  to  help  children  worship;  delve  into 
the  ways  that  children  may  be  involved 
in  the  projects  of  the  church;  and 
generally  be  concerned  that  children  in 
local  churches  receive  the  best,  most  up- 
to-date,  training  in  Christian  Education 
and  churchmanship  that  it  is  possible  for 
us  to  give. 


A  Little  Child  Shall  Lead  Them 


The  members  of  the  Arabi  UMC  have 
been  sending  their  fourth  Sunday  Church 
School  offering  to  Dr.  S.  M.  Sagar  in 
Delhi,  India.  Mr.  Ely  D.  Jones,  the 
church  treasurer,  says,  “since  our 
church  and  Sunday  School  is  small,  the 
donation  has  been  small.” 


But  “small”  comes  in  many  different 
degrees.  Catherine  “Sweetie”  Smith,  one 
of  the  members  of  the  8-12  Class,  donated 
a  carton  of  pennies  and  other  coins  that 


she  saved  over  a  period  of  time  out  of  her 
gum  ball  machine.  Her  donation,  mostly 
pennies,  we  are  told,  amounted  to  $24.00. 

We  read  in  the  West  Monroe,  First 
UMC  Church  Paper  about  a  Mission 
Festival  where  people  are  being 
encouraged  to  give  only  something  that 
is  very  valuable  to  them.  You  would 
almost  think  that  “Sweetie”  had  read  the 
same  paper;  and  thatUM  school  in  India 
will  be  a  lot  more  dedicated  since  it  is  the 
recipient  of  so  great  a  love. 


One  of  the  special  offerings  which  the 
Annual  Conference  approves  each  year 
will  be  coming  up  next  Sunday.  We  used 
to  call  it  “Rally  Day” ;  but  now  we. have  a 
fancier  term  “Christian  Education 
Sunday.” 

All  of  the  money  from  this  special 
offering  is  dedicated  for  Christian 
Education.  At  the  present  time,  there  are 
two  Laboratory  Schools  going  on:  one  in 
the  Monroe  District,  and  another  in  the 
Ruston  District.  These  are  training 
opportunities  for  teachers,  under  the 
direction  of  persons  who  have  received 
specialized  training  and  in  the  presence 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  Grigsby,  of 
Minden,  celebrated  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary  with  a  reception  at  the 
Lakeview  UMC.  The  reception  was  given 
by  their  children:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry 
Grigsby  of  Marlvern,  Ark.;  and  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Grigsby  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  The  Reverend  Grigsby,  pastor  of 
Parkway  Baptist  Church  in  Knoxville, 
also  brought  the  message  at  the  morning 
worship  service. 


UMW  Annual  Meeting 


Some  seven  hundred  fifty  persons  are 
expected  to  gather  in  First  UMC, 
Shreveport,  this  afternoon  for  the 
opening  pageant  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Annual  Meeting. 

Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward,  Conference 
President  will  call  the  meeting  to  order 
at  1 : 00  p. m .  Theme  of  the  meeting  is  to  be 
“A  Century  of  Commitment  —  Go  Ye 
Therefore.” 

One  feature  which  has  become  a  kind 
of  tradition  over  the  past  few  years  is  a 
“Volunteer  Choir.”  Dr.  Will  Andress, 
director  of  the  Centenary  College  Choir, 
leads  a  group  of  volunteer  choir 
members  from  among  the  delegation  in  a 
Saturday  morning  concert. 

A  new  feature  is  the  “Heritage 
Candle.”  Various  local  chapters  have 
given  money  in  memory,  or  in  honor,  of 
persons  in  their  society  who  have  given 
faithful  and  loyal  service  through  the 
years.  The  candle  will  burn  during  the 
Meeting  to  honor  those  persons.  Our 
information  is  that  there  has  been  an 
enthusiastic  response  to  this  particular 
program. 

When  the  meeting  is  called  to  order 
this  afternoon,  there  will  be  a  procession 
of  banners  which  are  to  depict  the 
various  names  by  which  the  group  has 
been  known:  Women’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service;  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service;  Woman’s  Missionary 
Society;  etc.  Those  who  carry  the 
banners  will  be  dressed  in  a  way  that  will 
depict  the  times. 

Speaker  of  the  Conference  is  to  be  Mrs. 
Mai  H.  Gray,  President  of  the  Women’s 
Division  and  Vice  President  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Mrs. 
Gray  leads  over  a  million  women  in  50 


states  and  Puerto  Rico. 

There  are  to  be  some  surprise  honors 
given;  and  you  will  need  to  attend  the 
sessions,  or  read  the  LUM  later,  to  find 
out  about  that.  New  Officers  will  be 
elected  and  installed;  and  there  will  be 
the  usual,  very  special  closing 
communion  service  on  Saturday  just 
before  the  close. 

There  are  a  number  of  persons  who 
work  very  hard  all  year  long  to  do  the 
planning  and  to  make  certain  that  this 
meeting  goes  smoothly  and  well.  There 
are  also  a  vast  number  of  persons  in  local 
churches  all  across  the  conference  — 
many  of  whom  are  never  seen  at 
conferencwide  meetings  —  who  study 
diligently,  work  faithfully,  and  serve 
devotedly  so  that  the  United  Methodist 
Women  will  continue  to  be  a  strong  arm 
of  the  church. 


COM  Workshop 


Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery,  Associate 
Director.  CCOM,  conducted  a  Workshop 
at  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  last 
Saturday.  Mrs.  Mildred  Bowie, 
Chairperson  on  the  COM  said  that  the 
schedule  of  activities  began  with 
registration  at  8:45.  Mrs.  Mary  Gordon 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Quiett  served  as 
registrars.  Mrs.  Helen  Fitzgerald  was  in 
charge  of  worship  and  Mrs.  Mildred 
Bowie  made  the  necessary  introductions. 

The  Workshop  was  conducted  using  a 
filmstrip  to  introduce  the  planning:  and 
the  Council  worked  out  individual  goals 
and  then  came  together  to  determine 
their  priorities.  The  work  was  concluded 
with  a  Fellowship  Lunch. 


ST.  MATTHEW’S  UMC,  METAIRIE  has  approved  the 
general  concept  of  the  proposed  new  8,000  sq.  ft.  sanctuary 
shown  below.  The  site  of  the  new  construction  will  be  on 
property  owned  by  the  church  at  the  corner  of  Camphor  and 
Auburn  Streets  in  the  Airline  Park  subdivision.  It  will  adjoin 
the  present  structure.  Designer  of  the  project  is  a  Matairie 
firm.  Pique’,  Weinstein,  Alciatore,  Pique’  Architects.  The 
building  will  be  designed  to  seat  approximately  500  persons. 
Rev.  Bob  L.  Lawton  is  the  pastor. 


LAFAYETTE  —  In  mid-August,  the 
Young  Crusaders  of  First  UMC  had  a 
summer  retreat  at  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Camp  near  LeBlanc.  There  were 
18  college/working  students  and  two 
counsellors  on  the  retreat.  Officers 
elected  by  the  group  were:  President  - 
Dale  Buckles,  Vice  President  -  David 
Sirman,  Secretary  -  Alice  Pinney, 
Treasurer  -  Wayne  Bares,  Reporter  - 
David  Strother,  and  Outreach  -  Joni 
Schiller.  Officers  who  served  the 
previous  year  were  given  a  token  of 
appreciation  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Kolb, 
counsellor.  Those  persons  are:  Larry 
Banks,  Dawn  Mayeaux,  Chipper  Jasper 
Hamm,  Mitt  Fuqua,  David  Strother,  and 
Ann  Burliegh. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —Chimes  ring  out  to 
the  community  around  Brooks  UMC, 
telling  the  story  of  Jesus.  The  unit  was 
purchased  by  the  United  Methodist  Men 
of  the  church. 

DEQUINCY  —  The  UMW  had  a  meal 
and  program  around  the  theme,  “The 
Future  of  the  Child,”  with  Mrs.  Claudius 
Mayo  as  the  guest  speaker.  Purpose  of 
the  program  was  to  be  involved  in  the 
International  Year  of  the  Child.  Frances 
Adcock,  who  was  an  active  member  of 
the  group  _  before  moving  to  Lake 
Charles,  was  the  honor  guest. 

BLACKWATER  —  A  bit  unusual  name 
for  a  bit  unusual  group  —  “The 
Tweenager  Program.  ”  A  group  formerly 
made  up  of  1st  -  6th  graders,  the  program 
has  been  so  successful  that  it  is  being 
broken  down  into  smaller  groups.  If  you 
want  to  know  why  it  is  so  successful,  you 
might  contact  Randy  Nichols  or  Bess 
Mitchell. 

OPELOUSAS  —  This  is  the  column  for 
unusual  names:  CAP.  You  would  never 
in  two  million  years  guess  that  the 
initials  stand  for  Children’s  Activities 
Program  (no  wonder  they  used  the 
initials  and  called  it  CAP!)  A  weekday 
program  for  2  year  olds  through  sixth 
graders  with  crafts,  singing,  puppets, 
food,  and  “much,  much  fun.”  We  would 
call  that  CAP  ital,  too! 

MERRYVILLE  —  A  great  big  vote  of 
roses  for  the  folks  in  Merryville.  They 
have  re-organized  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  group.  Just  in  time  for  the 
Annual  Meeting.  Ten  people  organized 
the  group.  Eloise  Carmen  is  the 
president;  Ella  Cole,  the  Vice  President: 
Leona  Padden  is  secretary;  and  Johnnie 
Owen,  the  treasurer.  AND  IF  THAT 
AIN’T  ENOUGH,  this  inspired  the  men. 
and  they  organized  a  UMM  group  with 
Larry  Grant  as  president  and  Mancel 
Conley  the  treasurer. 

LULING  —  We  have  not  heard  how  it 
turned  out.  but  the  congregation  at 
Luling  UMC  “wore  their  work  clothes” 
on  Labor  Sunday  during  the  morning 
worship  service.  We  sort  of  liked  the  PS 
at  the  end  of  the  announcement  in  the 
church  bulletin  that  ‘wearing  work 
clothes  to  the  service’  did  not  apply  to 
people  who  worked  as  “life  guards  ” 
BATON  ROUGE  -  Elizabeth 
McGowan  is  leading  the  UMW  study  on 
China  for  University  UMC.  Of  course,  a 
whole  lot  of  churches  are  doing  that;  but 
the  interesting  part  of  the  announcement 
was  that  there  is  also  a  Covered  Dish 
luncheon,  and  while  that  is  not  in  itself 
new,  you  had  to  bring  a  “Chinese  dish”  to 


Around  the  Conference 


of  classes  so  they  may  learn  by  doing. 
The  cost  of  these  schools  is  underwritten 
in  large  measure  by  the  money  received 
by  our  conference  on  Christian 
Education  Sunday.  There  is  another  such 
school  planned,  and  at  least  two  others  in 
the  initial  stages  of  preparation.  “This  is 
a  time  when  we  are  emphasizing  the 
Sunday  School,  and  doing  everything  we 
know  how  to  undergird  those  persons 
who  work  there;  so  this  offering  is 
particularly  important  since  it  is  all  used 
within  the  annual  conference,”  Rev. 
Odell  Simmons,  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship,  said. 


this  one.  We  sort  of  figured  that,  sooner  or 
later,  it  would  come  to  that:  Red  Beans 
and  Rice  Covered  Dish;  Hamburger 
Covered  Dish  ...  the  possibilities  are 
intriguing. 

HAMMOND  —  Enid  Shepard,  an  intern 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  is 
working  in  First  UMC  this  year.  She 
comes  from  Missouri  and  has  worked  as 
a  Christian  Education  director  in  both 
Missouri  and  Texas.  She  has  directed  a 
day  camp  in  Brooklyn,  New  York: 
served  as  director  of  Young  Adult 
Ministries  in  Kansas  City;  and  directed  a 
pre-school  program  jn  Houston,  Texas. 
What  we  want  to  know  is  why  she  is  an 
intern? 

SHREVEPORT  —  The  Round  Grove 
UMC  recently  held  its  annual 
Homecoming  Program.  The  speaker  for 
the  occasion  was  Rev.  Herman  Farr, 
Pastor  of  the  Oak  Hill  and  Upper  Zion 
Baptist  Churches  in  Shreveport.  Rev. 
Farr  was  recently  elected  to  the 
Shreveport  City  Council.  Seven  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  church  were 
honored.  Rev.  James  Graham,  pastor  of 
the  church,  tells  us  that  these  seven 
persons  represent  some  250  years  of 
service  to  the  Round  Grove  Church.  Mrs. 
Ella  Fountain  was  the  Homecoming 
Chairman. 

RUSTON  -  Dr.  L.  Ray  Sells,  Director 
of  Congregational  Growth  for  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  served  as 
the  primary  retreat  leader  for  the 
pastors  of  the  Ruston  District  as  they 
met  for  a  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  at  the 
Caney  Conference  Center.  Emphasis  was 
given  to  such  topics  as  The  Life,  Role, 
and  Work  of  the  Pastor;  the  Pastor  as 
Evangelist;  What  About  the  Minister’s 
Spiritual  Development;  and  Where  am  I 
As  God's  Minister? 

ALEXANDRIA  —  “Actions  speak 
louder  than  words  —  it  is  by  your  deeds 
that  you  are  known”  was  the  beginning 
inscription  of  a  plaque  given  to  Clara 
Pearson  by  the  choir  president  of  First 
UMC,  Owen  Brown  at  the  Choir  Summer 
Concert.  It  was  presented  with 
appreciation  for  her  fifty-five  years  of 
faithful  service  and  love  to  the  choir. 

LAKE  CHARLES  -  First  UMC  has 
announced  a  new  staff  person,  Mrs. 
William  J.  (Amy)  Wallace,  Jr.  will  be 
director  of  the  Family  Activity  Center 
(would  you  believe  they  call  it  the 
FAC?). 

SHREVEPORT  -  The  Director  of 
Metropolitan  Ministries,  Rev.  James 
Graham,  initiated  a  Summer  Outreach 
Program  at  the  Johnson  Chapel  UMC 
where  Lee  C.  Jennings  is  pastor.  The 
program  was  called  “Roots  —  a  Personal 
Adventure.”  Metropolitan  Ministries 
provided  resource  materials  on  Black 
awareness  to  children  and  youth  in  the 
community  around  the  church.  Under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Betty  Cooper,  a 


Church  School  teacher  at  Johnson 
Chapel,  children  were  shown  how  to 
prepare  their  family  heritage  tree  as 
well  as  made  more  knowledgeable  about 
the  significant  contributions  their 
ancestors  have  made  in  the  world 
community. 

MANDEVILLE  —  St  Timothy  on  the 
North  Shore  is  celebrating  their  birthday 
by  studying,  worshipping,  and  having 


fellowship.  Dr.  Kent  Richards,  Professor 
of  Old  Testament  at  the  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver,  Colorado,  will  lead  a 
Bible  Study,  and  Mrs.  Kathi  Finnell, 
Associate  Director  of  the  CCOM,  will 
lead  a  Christian  Education  group. 

LAFAYETTE  —  Dr.  David  Flude,  well 
known  preacher  and  mission  interpreter, 
led  the  members  of  Asbury  UMC  in  an  in- 
depth  study  on  World  Hunger 


Junior  High  Weekend  Coming 


October  19-21st  is  the  date  for  the  all 
new  Conference-wide  “Junior  High 
Weekend.”  All  junior  high  youth  and 
adult  counselors  of  junior  highs  are 
encouraged  to  attend  this  leadership 
training  enterprise.  Mrs.  Ginny  Ward 
Holdemess,  nationally  known  authority 
in  junior  high  ministry,  will  be  the 
weekend  leader  The  cost  is  only  $17.00 


and  Camp  Brewer  is  the  location  for  it. 
The  weekend  will  not  begin  until  10 : 00 
p.m.  on  Friday  to  enable  adult 
counselors  to  attend.  Don’t  miss  this 
opportunity!  If  your  pastor  has  not 
received  a  brochure,  contact  Mrs  Kathi 
Finnell,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70821. 


NATIONALLY  KNOWN  LEADER  SLATED  FOR  'JUNIOR  HIGH 
WEEKEND’  -  Mrs.  Ginny  Ward  Holdemess.  an  authority  in  Junior  High 
Ministry,  will  be  the  resource  leader  for  the  conference-wide  “Junior  High 
Weekend”  scheduled  for  October  19-21st  at  Camp  Brewer.  Mrs.  Holdemess 
has  currently  three  books  to  her  credit:  The  Exuberant  Years.  The  Junior 
Highs,  and  Leader  s  Manual  for  Grades  d/7/8  She  is  also  the  author  of 
"Junior  High s  Double  Identity."  chapter  4  of  The  Complete  Youth 
Ministries  Handbook,  edited  by  J.  David  Stone. 


Henning  Receives  Lake  Property 
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“Keys  Point,”  a  camp  at  Moss  Lake, 
has  been  donated  to  Henning  Memorial 
UMC  in  Sulphur. 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Key  made  the  presentation 
as  a  memorial  to  her  husband  and 
daughter,  Jeannine  Ann  Key. 

The  property  includes  three  lots,  a  two- 
bedroom  house,  and  a  large  screened 
barbecue  building  which  can  be  used  for 
retreats  and  family  outings.  It  is  situated 
on  the  water. 


Accepting  the  donation  for  the  church 
were  William  L.  Henning,  chairman  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  and  Gordon  E. 
Frenzel,  chairman  of  the  Administrative 
Board. 

Key  was  a  field  manager  for  the  Union 
Sulphur  Co.,  and  then  was  a  contractor 
until  his  retirement.  He  was  the  son  of 
Edward  Kent  Key  and  Margaret  Vincent 
Key  .  two  pioneer  families  in  the  Sulphur 
community. 


St.  James  UMC,  Shreveport,  celebrated  Senior  Citizens 
Day  during  the  summer.  On  this  occasion  persons  who  have 
given  outstanding  service  to  the  church  were  recognized.  The 
chairperson  of  this  program  was  Mrs.  Anna  Gillyard 
Reverend  James  A.  Graham  is  Pastor. 


Property  on  Moss  Lake  for  retreats  or  family  outings  was 
donated  to  the  Henning  Memorial  UMC  by  Mrs.  Hillard  Key 
of  Sulphur.  Shown  with  Mrs.  Key  are  William  Henning,  left, 
and  Gordon  E.  Frenzel. 
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Tensions  over  Southeast  Asian 
immigrants  need  concern  of  church 


Here  I  Stand 
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Concept  of  God  needs  space-age  setting 


All  Americans  —  with  the  possible 
exception  of  American  Indians  —  share 
one  common  heritage:  either  they  or 
their  ancestors  came  to  this  continent 
from  some  other  part  of  the  world. 

Some  came  here  by  choice.  Some  came 
as  refugees  escaping  persecution.  Some 
came  in  bondage,  either  as  slaves  or  as 
indentured  servants.  In  tracing  its 
geneology,  nearly  every  American 
family  finds  its  way  back  to  a  lonely, 
anxiety-ridden  —  and  often  unwanted  — 
person  standing  on  a  boat  dock. 

With  such  facts  as  a  backdrop,  the 
current  hostility  some  Americans  are 
expressing  over  the  arrival  in  this 
country  of  about  50,000  Southeast  Asian 
refugees  during  the  past  few  years  is 
both  ironic  and  tragic.  From  all 
indications,  that  hostility  not  only  exists, 
but  is  growing  —  already  having  broken 
into  violence  in  several  parts  of  the 
nation. 

National  opinion  polls  in  recent  months 
have  shown  a  steady  decline  in  the 
American  public’s  willingness  to  accept 
new  refugees  into  their  communities. 
Reasons  given  often  include  feelings  that 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

TM/UMR  welcomes  readers  of  a  new 
local  church  edition  at  Western  Hills 
UMC  in  El  Paso,  Texas  (New  Mexico 
Annual  Conference) . 

Beginning  with  the  Sept.  14  issue,  about 
850  subscriber-families  at  Western  Hills 
UMC  began  receiving  a  special  edition  of 
TM/UMR  with  their  own  local  church 
news  printed  on  the  front  page,  annual 
conference  news  printed  on  the  back 
page,  and  general  church  news  and 
comment  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  in  El  Paso  we 
say:  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  newspaper  informative 
and  that  you  will  join  with  our  other 
readers  across  the  nation  in  providing 
feedback  via  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again:  “Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  Reporter).” 


refugees  are  getting  jobs  that  “rightly 
should  go  to  Americans”  and  that 
refugees  in  the  work  force  “make  it  hard 
on  Americans”  by  their  willingness  to 
labor  longer  for  less  money.  Local 
persons  also  claim  the  refugees  are  often 
insensitive  to  American  customs  and 
“just  don’t  fit  in.” 

Similar  cries  of  frustration,  of  course, 
have  been  leveled  at  immigrants 
throughout  the  history  of  this  nation. 
Such  were  charges  made  against  the 
Irish  when  they  began  arriving  at  a  rate 
approaching  200,000  a  year  in  the  1840s. 
Similar  complaints  were  made  about  the 
Germans,  more  than  1.3  million  of  whom 
arrived  on  our  shores  in  the  1880s  —  and 
some  of  those  persons  complaining  were 
Irish  immigrants  who  had  arrived  40 
years  earlier.  The  list  could  go  on  and  on. 

Massive  uprooting  and  resettlement  of 
people  has  never  taken  place  easily  or 
without  frustration  being  experienced  — 
both  by  the  immigrants  and  by  their  new 
neighbors  in  their  new  land. 

We  believe  that  compassionate 
acceptance  of  the  homeless  and  the 
dispossessed  is  as  valid  today  as  it  ever 
has  been.  In  the  case  of  these  Vietnamese 
and  Cambodian  refugees  —  because  of 
the  role  our  nation  played  in  the  war  in 
Southeast  Asia  —  resettlement  efforts 
may  be  even  more  valid  than  they  have 
ever  been. 

We  encourage  Christians  to  continue 
their  support  of  our  government’s  efforts 
to  relocate  these  refugees,  and  we  urge 
local  United  Methodist  congregations 
across  the  nation  to  continue  to  assume 
responsibility  for  the  sponsorship  of 
incoming  refugee  families. 

While  the  base  urge  of  humanity  may 
always  be  materialistic  self-interest  and 
self-protection  in  the  face  of  the  needs  of 
others,  the  task  set  before  us  by  Christ  is 
unmistakeably  different: 

“Who  is  my  neighbor?”  a  lawyer  asks 
Jesus  in  Luke  29.  Jesus  replies  with  the 
story  of  the  Good  Samaritan  and 
concludes  by  saying  the  one  who  shows 
mercy  is  the  neighbor. 

“Go  and  do  likewise,”  Jesus  said.  That 
is  our  call  and  our  challenge  today,  just 
as  it  was  then. 


By  ELMER  A.  FRITTS 

We  urgently  need  a  further 
development  of  our  concept  of  God. 
Christian  concepts  of  divinity  were 
developed  when  man  thought  the  world 
was  flat.  In  the  space  age  those  concepts 
hardly  suffice.  We  have  developed  great 
understanding  of  God’s  laws  concerning 
the  universe,  but  we  are  lagging  behind 
in  our  theology.  My  prayer  is  that  our 
Christian  leadership  will  help  us  to  find 
our  God  in  this  space  age  setting. 

It  is  tremendously  important  that  man 
develop  a  deeper  understanding  of  God, 
the  Creator,  the  first  cause,  for  we  are 
facing  a  depletion  of  the  natural 
resources  that  have  in  the  past  sustained 
life.  (Depletion  of  oil  reserves  is  only  the 


beginning.)  In  the  past  millions  of  years, 
life  on  this  earth  has  become  extinct 
because  it  did  not  develop  a  survival 
technique  for  the  conditions  that 
developed.  Are  we  to  fail  because  we 
lacked  adequate  religious  insight?  Many 
scientists  say  religion  is  the  only 
salvation  for  man  in  the  future.  Albert 
Einstein  said,  "Science  without  religion 
is  lame,  religion  without  science  is 
blind.” 

One  of  the  great  gifts  of  man  is  a  mind 
that  can  comprehend  and  can  grow  in  its 
comprehension  of  life.  We  need  to  grow 
in  our  theology  as  well  as  in  our  science 
and  secular  matters.  Many  people  are 
looking  outside  the  church  for  their 
answers  to  life  and  its  problems.  I  think 
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part  of  the  difficulty  is  our  failure  to 
relate  our  theology  to  our  modem  day 
knowledge  of  the  earth,  the  universe  and 
our  modem  lifestyle.  I  fear  that  in  the 
manner  we  have  placed  Christian 
emphasis  on  the  divinity  of  Christ,  we 
have  in  the  process  diminished  the 
concept  of  God  in  the  average  person’s 
mind.  We  tend  to  make  God  a  big 
addition  of  us  mortals.  There  is  no 
question  in  my  mind  about  the  impact  of 
Jesus  upon  mankind,  but  as  He  said, 
“Truly  I  assure  you,  the  one  who  believes 
in  me  will  himself  do  the  works  I  do,  and 
do  greater  things  than  these,  for  I  go  to 
the  Father.”  (John  14:12).  He  has  given 
us  a  challenge  for  greater  under¬ 
standing. 

I  have  participated  in  22  years  of  Great 
Books  study  of  philosophy  and  religion. 
Being  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
all  my  life,  I  have  carried  more  than  the 
average  layman’s  share  of  responsibility 
on  committees,  commissions  and  boards 
in  six  churches  in  three  states.  I  realize 
my  thoughts  may  be  disturbing,  but  I  am 
hopeful  our  minds  may  be  opened  to 
receive  new  light.  I  feel  firmly  God  is 
revealing  truth  as  He  has  in  the  past  and 
that  the  Bible  is  not  a  closed  book  and 
needs  contributions  to  its  truths.  The 
following  though  is  the  result  of  a  life¬ 
long  contemplation  of  our  living  relation¬ 
ship  with  God. 

God  is  First  Cause.  In  the  common  use 
of  the  word  “creator,”  there  is  a  con¬ 
notation  of  putting  things  together. 


My  Witness 

A  child  teaches  me  theology 


By  PHIL  McLARTY 
As  I  drove  up  the  driveway  last  night 
the  boys  all  rushed  out  to  greet  me.  It 
was  9:30  p.m.  —  past  their  bedtime.  I 
knew  something  was  up. 

“Tigger’s  dead!”  each  announced  in 
his  own  special  way.  “Got  run  over  by  a 
car.”  They  went  on  to  explain  the  acci¬ 
dent  as  they  had  perceived  it  in  minute 
detail. 


A  friend  had  come  to  attend  to  Tigger 
and  had  placed  the  cat’s  body  in  a  card¬ 
board  box  and  set  it  just  inside  the 
garage  door. 

At  the  boys’  request  we  opened  the 
garage  door  and,  with  a  flashlight, 
examined  the  carcass.  There  were  all 
sorts  of  questions:  Are  his  eyes  open? 
Can  he  see  us?  Can  he  hear?  How  will  he 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

6 Amen 5  to  editorial ,  article  on  alcohol 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  so  pleased  to  see  in  the  August  31 
issue  your  informative  editorial  on 
alcohol  use  and  the  “Here  I  Stand” 
column  entitled  “What  the  church  should 
be  doing  about  alcoholism  and  its 
effects.”  I  say  “Amen”  to  this  article 
written  by  the  late  Tommy  E.  Nelson. 
What  a  pity  we  have  lost  one  who  had 
such  a  depth  of  understanding  about  the 
illness  that  has  this  nation  in  its  grip.  The 
families  suffer  with  this  tenacious  illness 
as  much  as  or  more  than  the  alcoholic. 
Too  many  times  they  drop  away  into 
obscurity  and  are  lost  from  the  church 
family.  The  despair  of  life  itself  is 
engulfing  them  like  a  dashing  wave  on 
the  shore. 

This  is  the  “Year  of  the  Child”  and 
child  abuse  is  rampant  Why?  A  non- 
drinking  parent  who  is  caught  in  the 
alcoholic  squeeze  often  becomes  so 
frantic  and  upset  that  he  or  she  takes  out 
emotional  feelings  on  the  children  who 
are  really  loved.  Sometimes  the  abuse  is 
physical,  verbal  or  psychological.  Then 
again  it  is  likely  to  be  die  drinking  person 
who  in  a  rage  abuses  anyone  around  him. 

Marty  Mann,  who  has  been  one  of  the 
women  in  the  forefront  in  the  field  of 
alcoholism,  said  years  ago,  “We  need  to 
educate  the  public.”  We  must  be 
concerned  about  this  kind  of  social  issue 
so  we  can  be  there  when  the  sick  and 
suffering  alcoholic  and  family  need  us.  If 
we  are  there  and  know  something  about 
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alcoholism,  they  don’t  have  to  get  so  sick 
before  they  can  be  helped. 

I  am  a  Disciple  of  Christ  minister  in 
Arkansas  and  was  introduced  to  your 
wonderful  paper  while  serving  in 
northern  New  Mexico  where  a  Christian 
church  and  a  Methodist  church  united.  I 
do  get  fresh  ideas  and  inspiration  from 
your  paper  because  it  is  a  weekly 
publication  and  the  news  is  up-to-the- 
minute.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Lawrence  E.  Null 

Lead  Hill,  Arkansas 

Comments  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  disconcerting  to  read  at  the  end 
of  Tommy  Nelson’s  “Here  I  Stand”  in  the 
August  31  issue  that  he  passed  away 
before  receiving  commendation  due  him 
for  his  forthright  statements. 

Christianity  today  is  becoming  the 
yictim  of  permissiveness  in  considering 
too  many  of  our  moral  issues,  and  the 
drop  in  membership  in  churches  and 
Sunday  Schools  is  one  result.  Is  there  any 
hope? 

If  the  local  churches  ( to  say  nothing  of 
the  annual  and  General  conferences) 
will  take  advantage  of  the  American 
Council  on  Alcohol  Problems  and  its 
affiliates  in  many  states,  the  message  of 
the  effects  of  alcohol  and  drugs  can  be 
presented  in  the  high  schools. 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  students 
numbering  over  200.000  were  reached 
last  year,  and  the  call  is  for  more. 

Hopefully  more  parents  will  wake  up. 

Henry  A.  Frye 

Bala  Cynwyd,  Pennsylvania 

Letters  appalling 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  appalled  by  the  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  which  dominate  TM/UMR.  Most 
of  the  United  Methodist  Christians  who 
write  seem  to  demand  simplistic 
solutions  for  complex  issues,  a  return  to 
uncritical  biblicism  which  dominated 
rural  America  in  the  19th  century,  and 
cultural  myopia  that  ignores  the  aspira¬ 
tions  of  ethnic  minorities,  the  values 
implicit  in  non-Protestant  lifestyles,  and 
the  plight  of  the  poor.  When  a  writer 
defends  capital  punishment  by  invoking 
the  Mosaic  law  or  brands  church  leaders 
who  seek  to  understand  the  new  China  as 
Marxist,  I  am  troubled.  When  such 
letters  dominate  the  editorial  page  week 
after  week,  I  am  overwhelmed  by 
despair  —  not  because  TM/UMR  is  not 
faithful  to  its  readers,  but  because  the 
response  of  readers  is  indicating  so  much 
bigotry  and  fear. 

It’s  as  if  all  the  forces  of  repression  and 
reaction  are  centered  in  the  church.  The 
most  unenlightened  and  bitter  church 
members  in  America  seem  to  vent  their 
frustratons  and  anger  through  the 
editorial  pages  of  your  paper.  I  see  a 
period  of  bigotry,  reaction  and  religious 
fanaticism  ahead  in  our  church.  Since 
this  is  probably  typical  of  most 
Protestantism,  I  tremble.  I  appreciate 
the  news  coverage  of  TM/UMR.  For  the 
most  part  I  find  your  editorial  positions 
to  be  reasonable  and  fair.  If  you  are,  in 
fact,  reflecting  what  actually  exists  in 
our  church,  then  we  are  in  for  some 
difficult  days  ahead.  The  church  today 
desperately  needs  leaders  who  will  not  be 
afraid  of  the  brave  new  world  we  are 
living  in.  We  need  to  affirm  the  values  of 


a  pluralistic  church,  the  excitement  of 
exchanging  ideas  with  persons  who 
disagree  with  us,  the  joy  of  finding  truth 
and  wisdom  from  our  non-Christian 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  the  possibility 
of  disagreeing  with  each  other  with  love 
and  respect. 

Many  of  the  most  thoughtful  and  best 
informed  Christian  leaders  of  our  time 
refuse  to  be  frightened  by  the  emerging 
struggles  with  the  meaning  of  sexuality. 
They  see  capital  punishment,  war, 
violence  and  18th  century  penal  codes  as 
dehumanizing  and  contrary  to  the  mind 
of  Christ.  Many  of  them  acknowledge 
that  there  are  some  truths  in  Marxism  in 
spite  of  its  blatant  errors.  They  recognize 
that  abortion  is  a  complicated  issue  that 
demands  compassionate  caring  and 
concern.  They  acknowledge  the 
aspirations  of  minority  peoples,  the 
emergence  of  Third  World  men  and 
women  as  legitimate,  and  the  legitimacy 
of  non-Christian  expressions  of  love. 
They  turn  in  the  midst  of  the  com¬ 
plexities  of  our  times  to  the  Scriptures  as 
a  source  of  strength  and  insight;  but  they 
do  not  see  the  Holy  Word  as  a  code  that 
freezes  mankind  into  mindless  auto¬ 
matons  or  slaves  of  a  dead  past. 

There  are  prophets  in  our  midst  today 
who  do  not  agree  with  fundamentalist, 
simplistic  and  often  judgmental  views 
which  we  read  so  often.  I  would  like  to 
read  more  of  their  opinions  in  “Letters  to 
the  Editor.” 

Vernon  Bigler 
Batavia,  New  York 

Quality  is  the  issue 

To  the  Editor: 

I  trust  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  not  adopt  the  entire  value  system  for 
the  church  school  as  proposed  by  the 
fundamentalist  Baptist  consultant.  Dr. 
Elmer  Towns  (TM/UMR,  August  31). 

I  hope  United  Methodists  will  continue 
to  be  more  concerned  about  the  quality  of 
Sunday  school  and  the  quality  of 
Christian  life  than  with  numbers  of 
pupils. 

When  he  urged  “returning  to  Bible  in¬ 
doctrination,”  I  hope  Dr.  Towns  did  not 
mean  that  we  should  teach  children  those 
ideas  which  “we  know  are  not  true.”  Of 
course,  people  want  cheap,  easy  answers 
but  sometimes  what  we  think  we  want  is 
not  best  for  us.  The  cheap,  easy  answers 
might  bring  in  the  crowds,  but  not 
improve  the  quality  of  Christian  life. 

Since  90  percent  of  our  pupils  are 
already  committed  to  Christ  and  to 
following  the  Christian  life,  an  important 
purpose  of  the  Sunday  school  should  be  to 
improve  the  quality  of  Christian  life  for 
all  ages.  This  value  was  not  mentioned  in 
the  report  written  by  Clyde  Chesnutt. 

Sometimes  the  abundant  life  which 
Jesus  came  to  give  can  be  enhanced  by 
lessons  in  biology  and  political  science. 

Robert  C.  Sharp 
Ridgeley,  West  Virginia 

Vision  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Bravo  to  H.  W.  Parker’s  article  head¬ 
lined  “Total  ministry  to  the  total  person” 
(TM/UMR,  August  24.)  Mr.  Parker  has  a 
great  vision  for  the  local  church!  In 
addition,  he  is  accurate  concerning  the 
financial  obstacles  posed  by  our  church’s 
connectional  structure  to  specialized 


ministries  conducted  within  the  local 
church. 

However,  I  want  to  add  that  more  and 
more  local  churches  are  circumventing 
these  obstacles  in  the  field  of  pastoral 
counseling  because  they  are  utilizing  a 
fee-for-services  model.  For  example,  I 
am  one  of  four  ministers  at  First  UMC, 
St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  and  my  primary 
responsibility  is  the  counseling  ministry. 
However,  I  also  provide  leadership  in 
other  areas  including  congregational 
worship,  church  school  and  special 
programs.  Unlike  the  other  pastors,  I  am 
under  special  appointment  to  a  coun¬ 
seling  network  which  is  not  an  agency  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Income  is 
derived  from  counseling  fees  and  the 
subsidies  First  Church  provides  for  those 
who  are  unable  to  pay  the  full  fee.  In 
essence,  the  primary  cost  of  the 
counseling  ministry  to  the  church  is  the 
amount  the  church  subsidizes  those  in 
need. 

In  this  manner,  First  Church  as  well  as 
other  churches  affiliated  with  the 
counseling  network  avoid  much  heavier 
financial  burdens  which  would  result  if 
their  counselors  were  under  regular 
appointment.  Yet,  these  churches  are 
providing  a  “grassroots”  counseling 
ministry  so  that  their  people  do  not  have 
to  seek  assistance  outside  of  their  home 
unless  they  choose  to  do  so. 

As  long  as  the  connectional  system 
includes  both  its  present  benefits  and  its 
present  problems,  the  fee-for-services 
model  will  be  one  of  the  most  important 
avenues  for  the  local  church  which  seeks 
to  establish  a  “grassroots”  counseling 
ministry. 

S.  Arthur  Webb 

St.  Petersburg,  Florida 

Junior  church  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  musical  “Camelot,”  Lancelot 
sings  “Ce’  Moi.”  In  it  he  declares  how 
perfectly  wonderful  he  is.  It  goes  on  and 
on  in  detail  and  at  length.  Before  it  is 
over  the  audience  is  suffocating  for  just  a 
little  breath  of  humility. 

In  the  last  few  months,  I  have  read 
articles  which  have  declared  that 
children  always  ought  to  be  in  worship 
services  with  adults  and  that  all  “Junior 
Churches”  are  motivated  by  a  lack  of 
concern  for  children.  Your  editorial  of 
August  17  was  the  most  recent. 

Since  1946  I  have  been  minister  in  a 
variety  of  churches  where  we  have  tried 
many  different  procedures  regarding  the 
children  and  worship  —  in  the  whole 
time,  out  the  whole  time,  part  in  and  part 
out.  Also,  we  have  tried  diverse  uses  of 
the  time  in  and/or  the  time  out.  Every 
approach  we’ve  used  has  had  some 
advantages  and  some  limitations.  In 
addition,  the  strengths  and  weaknesses 
of  each  method  has  been  related  to  the 
personnel  involved  and  the  particular 
circumstance  at  the  time  of  each  specific 
congregation. 

I  find  unconvincing  these  articles, 
including  your  editorial,  which  declare 
that  children  ought  always  to  be  in 
worship  services  with  adults  and  that  all 
other  options  are  always  a  disservice  to 
the  young.  The  arrogance  of  such 
omniscience  is  suffocating.  A  little 
humility  would  be  refreshing. 

William  I.  Smith 

Duncan,  Oklahoma 


breathe  if  we  bury  him?  Will  he  have 
eternal  life? 

But  it  was  Christopher  who  expressed 
—  not  with  words,  but  a  gesture  —  the 
most  profound  thought.  As  he  stood  there 
surveying  the  remains  of  his  special 
friend  he  very  innocently  reached  down 
and  softly  stroked  the  fur  on  Tigger’s 
back  ...  as  if  to  say,  “Goodbye,  ole 
buddy,  and  thanks ...  for  everything.” 

Christopher  and  Tigger  have  had  a 
very  intimate  relationship.  They  seemed 
to  understand  and  relate  to  each  other. 
Tigger  seemed  to  sense  those  moments 
when  Christopher  was  feeling  ill  or 
rejected.  At  such  times  he  always  had  a 
way  of  staying  especially  close  and 
making  himself  available.  Conversely, 
the  day  Tigger  came  home  from  the  vet, 
his  left  leg  in  stitches  and  his  rear  end 
full  of  novacaine,  it  was  Christopher,  and 
Christopher  alone,  whom  he  would  allow 
to  console  him. 

Now  the  relationship  is  ended.  As  the 
boys  said  it,  “Tigger  is  dead.”  And 
Christopher  will  have  to  give  him  up  and 
find  another  companion  to  take  his  place. 
A  hard  lesson  of  life  for  a  three-year-old. 

I  was  nearly  in  tears  as  we  closed  the 
garage  door  and  went  into  the  house.  I 
was  in  full  sympathy,  I  thought,  with 
Christopher.  We  all  sat  on  John’s  bed 
discussing  the  events.  I  held  Christopher 
on  my  lap. 

Each  took  his  turn  talking.  On  the  third 
round,  when  it  came  to  Christopher’s 
turn,  I  said  to  him,  “I’m  sorry  Tigger  got 
killed.” 

He  looked  at  me  as  if  he  understood  my 
pain  for  him,  patted  my  hand  and  said, 
“It’s  all  right,  Daddy.  Now  we  can  get  a 
dog ...  a  great  big  dog!" 

After  the  boys  fell  asleep  I  marveled  at 
what  had  happened.  In  my  vain  attempts 
to  minister  to  a  child,  the  child  had 
ministered  to  me.  All  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  ages  could  not  have  surpassed  the 
sincerity  and  simplicity  of  his  faith. 

Which  is  all  a  way  of  saying  that  as  we 
concern '  ourselves  with  ministry  for 
children  and  ministry  with  children,  we 
must  not  overlook  the  ministry  of 
children  .  .  .  recognizing  fully  the 
prophecy  of  their  words  and  the  healing 
power  of  their  touch,  and  giving  thanks 
for  their  unique  contribution  to  the 
Kingdom  of  God  among  us. 

“My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Phil 
McLarty,  is  pastor  of  Grace  UMC  in 
Sherman,  Texas  (North  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


Elmer  A.  Fritts 
We  need  to  go  beyond  that  in  our 
thinking,  to  the  formation  of  matter  itself 
and  development  of  it  into  space  objects. 
It  makes  no  difference  whether  this 
came  about  with  a  bang  or  otherwise; 
there  had  to  be  a  causative  factor.  In  my 
mind  it  can  be  none  other  than  God. 
There  is  a  reason,  a  cause,  which  placed 
you  and  me  on  this  earth. 

God  is  Force.  We  are  developing  an 
understanding  of  the  mechanics  of  the 
gravitational  relationship  of  space 
objects,  but  what  about  the  force  itself? 
It  is  like  the  wind.  We  do  not  see  it;  we 
perceive  only  the  result.  There  is 
something  innate  about  the  force  which 
places  planets  in  the  proper  orbit.  That 
force  placed  the  earth  at  the  right 
distance  and  relationship  to  the  sun  so 
that  life-sustaining  chemical  reactions 
take  place  on  the  earth. 

God  is  Life.  A  most  marvelous  event: 
life-sustaining  chemical  compounds 
came  into  being  with  life.  Over  billions  of 
years  these  life  forms  have  been  guided 
into  all  shapes  and  kinds  of  life.  A  single 
fertilized  cell  divides  and  multiplies.  But 
at  a  certain  point  a  cell  of  an  entirely 
different  make-up  from  its  parent  starts 
the  growth  of  an  organ.  Other  cells 
entirely  different  from  their  parent  cells 
become  other  organs  or  parts  of  plant  or 
animal  life.  We  soon  have  a  complicated 
organ  structure  with  the  necessary 
coordination  of  functions  to  support  the 
life  functions  of  the  species.  What  causes 
and  directs  a  cell  to  take  on  this  different 
character  of  development  at  precisely 
the  opportune  time  of  embryonic 
development?  It  must  be  an  innate 
guidance  of  some  kind.  To  me  there  is 
God  in  life  itself.  In  the  understanding  of 
His  day,  was  Jesus  making  such  a 
reference  when  He  said  the  Kingdom  of 
God  is  like  a  mustard  seed?  Out  of  an 
apparently  dormant  seed,  life  is  guided 
into  many  complicated  functional 
structures. 

God  is  Spirit.  There  is  more  to  God 
than  God’s  relation  to  matter.  Things 
happen  through  the  spirit  which  cannot 
be  explained  from  a  material  sense. 
Through  the  ages,  from  the  most 
primitive  man  to  the  present  day,  there 
has  been  within  man  this  spirit  of  God  — 
a  desire  on  man’s  part  to  relate  to  God. 
By  his  choice,  man  has  adopted  sun  gods 
and  many  different  forms  of  divinity  in 
attempting  to  relate  to  God  and  God’s 
creation.  Perhaps  a  greater  discovery 
than  the  atom  is  the  subconscious  mind. 
Is  this  subscious  our  innate  connection 
with  the  Spirit  of  God?  Man  needs  to 
know  that  for  the  good  life  the  resources 
of  God  are  forever  present  within  him. 
He  has  the  Spirit  of  God  to  support  his 
every  move.  Circumstances  developing 
in  the  world  today  —  limited  resources 
for  a  swelling  population,  for  one 
example  —  demand  that  man  live  on  a 
higher  spiritual  level.  The  potential  for 
human  development,  in  the  image  of 
God,  has  been  given  to  every  individual. 
With  a  deeper  understanding  of  God  we 
can  manage  in  this  atomic  and  space  age 
for  “the  Kingdom  df  God  is  within  you,” 
(Luke  17:12). 

Now  you  have  my  concept:  God  is  the 
first  cause,  the  force,  the  life  and  the 
spirit  of  the  universe.  God  is  not  a  foreign 
body  way  out  there  somewhere.  God  is 
within  us  and  in  our  entire  environment. 
I  hope  the  reader  will  be  encouraged  to 
develop  and  analyze  his  thoughts  about 
God.  I  feel  for  centuries  we  have  taken 
the  easy  course,  repeating  the  same 
words  and  phrases  for  expressing  old 
ideas,  and  their  effectiveness  is  being 
lost  by  our  modern  generation.  Perhaps 
that  is  why  we  are  hearing  some  negative 
reports  on  our  evangelism  efforts. 

It  is  crucial  that  each  individual  find 
God  and  that  he  fulfill  the  potential  God 
has  provided  for  him. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Elmer  A. 
Fritts,  is  member  of  Centenary  UMC  in 
Mankato,  Minnesota. 

Send  submissions  to:  TM/UMR,  Box 
221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


The  Only  Complete, 


There  Is  no  other." 
—THE  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


Unabridged  Edition: 


Strong’s  Exhaustive  Concordance  of  the  Bible 

For  over  80  years  Strong's  has  served  as  THE  standard 
reference  for  the  Bible.  It  lists  every  word  in  the  Bible  and 
every  passage  in  which  it  occurs.  Strong's  also  contains 
Hebrew  and  Greek  dictionaries  of  the  New  Testament.  Deluxe 
edition.  $29.95;  thumb-indexed,  $21.95;  regular  edition.  $16.95 


at  your  cokesbury  bookstore 


Religious  leaders  call  ‘Brian’  film  blasphemous 


NEW  YORK— Actor  Graham  Chapman,  as  Brian  (upper  left),  is  shown  in  a  scene 
from  the  controversial  new  Warner  Brothers’  movie,  "Monty  Python’s  Life  of  Brian,” 
a  film  satire  on  the  life  of  Christ,  by  the  British  comedy  group  Monty  Python. 

Roman  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish  spokesmen  have  condemned  the  film  as 
blasphemous.  Robert  E.  A.  Lee,  executive  director  of  the  Office  of  Communications 
and  Interpretation  of  the  Lutheran  Council  in  the  U.S.A.,  said,  "If  blasphemy  is  still 
an  operative  word,  we  must  apply  it  to  the  outrageous  Monty  Python  film  satire,  ’Life 
of  Brian.'” 

Echoing  Mr.  Lee,  the  Rev.  Eugene  V.  Clark,  director  of  the  Office  of 
Communications  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese  of  New  York,  said  the  film 
"holds  the  person  of  Christ  up  to  comic  ridicule  and  is,  for  Christians,  an  act  of 
blasphemy.” 

The  movie  is  an  attempt  to  spoof  the  life  of  Christ  and  is  the  story  of  a  contemporary 
of  Jesus  who  is  mistaken  for  the  Messiah. 

It  was  defended  by  a  spokesman  for  Orion  Pictures  and  Warner  Brothers 
Distributors,  who  said.  "The  public  has  been  enthusiastic,  having  flocked  to  every 
theater  now  playing  the  picture.  It  is  entertainment  and,  to  many,  ‘Monty  Python’s 
Life  of  Brian’  is  an  enjoyable  movie  experience.  It  was  never  intention  to  offend 
anyone’s  belief  and  we  certainly  regret  having  done  so.  The  film  is  a  satire,  it  is  a 
spoof,  and  it  should  be  viewed  in  that  context."  religious  news  service  photo 

First  in  three-part  series 


Is  the  UMC  inclusive? 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Is  the  United 
Methodist  Church  truly  racially 
inclusive?  Bea  Jones,  TM/UMR’s  first 
ethnic  minority  intern,  asked  a  number 
of  ethnic  and  racial  minority  leaders.  She 
j  focused  on  three  areas  of  concern:  the 
over-all  picture,  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  missional  priority  and 
open  itineracy  with  its  appointment  of 

■  pastors  across  racial  lines.  She  filed  the 

-  following  article  in  the  first  of  a  three- 
part  series. 

By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  The  United 

-  Methodist  Church  “looks  good"  in  its 

•  commitment  for  racial  inclusiveness, 
but  "problem  areas”  still  exist  that  do 
not  make  the  picture  as  bright  as  it 

;  appears,  according  to  the  Rev.  Woodie 
:  White,  executive  secretary  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and 

•  Race. 

‘  The  UMC  has  the  largest  percentage  of 

•  ethnic  minorities  —  blacks,  Hispanics, 
Pacific  Islanders  and  Asian  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  —  of  any  other 
majority  white  Protestant  denomination. 
The  "Book  of  Discipline”  requires  that 
ethnic  minorities  be  included  in  all  levels 
of  the  church.  Annual  conferences  of  the 
all  black  Central  Jurisdiction  were 
merged  with  their  corresponding 
geographical  conferences  after  the  1968 
merger  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church, 
but  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  and 
Rio  Grande  conferences  still  exist  as 
Native  American  and  Hispanic 
conferences. 

On  Jan.  1  of  this  year,  362,000  blacks, 

-  38,000  Hispanics,  28,450  Pacific  Islanders 

•  and  Asian  Americans  and  16,000  Native 

•  Americans  were  members  of  the  UMC. 

|  The  Asian  and  Pacific  Island 

•  constituency  is  growing  the  fastest,  Dr. 
j  White  said,  with  the  influx  of  new 

•  immigrants. 

■  So  far,  the  UM  inclusiveness  record 
>  has  been  "good”  in  the  following  areas, 
\  according  to  Dr.  White : 

•  The  district  superintendency.  Of  the 
.  more  than  500  district  superintendents  in 

the  UMC,  approximately  48  are  ethnic 
1  minorities  —  34  blacks,  five  Hispanics, 

:  four  Native  Americans,  and  four  Pacific 
.!  Island  or  Asian  Americans.  The  Pacific 
|  and  Southwest  conference  lead  the 
<  denomination  with  five  ethnic  minority 
I  superintendents. 

’  ’  ‘The  district  superintendency  is  where 

’  connectionalism  connects,”  Dr.  White 
said.  The  impact  of  inclusiveness  in  this 
area  is  twofold:  (1)  ethnics  are 
recognized  for  their  leadership  abilities, 
and  (2)  they  are  represented  on  a  level 
;  where  the  business  of  the  annual 
conference  is  carried  out,  he  said. 

•  General  board  and  agency  executive 

•  staff.  Of  the  more  than  700  professional 

•  staff,  about  120  of  these  are  ethnic 


The  sun  shines  300  days  in 
Douglas,  Arizona  and  no  crowding! 

For  more  information  about  climate, 
medical  facilities,  real  estate  and 
recreational  opportunities,  write  to 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church.  721  llth 
Street,  Douglas.  AZ  85607  _ 


minorities.  There  are  three  Native 
Americans,  13  Pacific  Island  or  Asian 
Americans,  18  Hispanics  and  77  blacks. 
Ethnic  minority  representation  is  also 
strong  at  the  general  or  executive 
secretary  level  —  five  of  12,  including 
two  of  the  three-person  secretariat  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  who  are  ethnic  minorities,  Dr. 
White  said. 

•  1980  General  Conference  delegates. 
Several  more  ethnics  were  elected  to 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference 
delegations  this  year  than  four  years 
ago,  Dr.  White  said.  Among  the  1,000 
elected  lay  and  clergy  delegates  to 
General  Conference  are  three  Native 
Americans,  eight  Hispanics,  13  Asian  or 
Pacific  Island  Americans,  and  96  blacks. 

Although  those  statistics  "look  good,” 
Dr.  White  said,  the  UMC  needs  “more 
work"  in  several  important  areas: 

•  The  Annual  Conference  —  Looking  at 
the  chairpersons  of  conference 
committees,  officers  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  and  councils  on  youth 
ministries,  the  figures  are  much  more 
"discouraging,”  he  said.  "Ethnic 
minority  persons  at  the  ‘grass  roots’ 
level  are  not  being  included.” 

•  Developing  new  ethnic  minority 
membership  —  While  ethnic  minority 
communities  in  the  U.S.  are  growing,  Dr. 
White  said,  "our  evangelism  is  not 
keeping  pace  with  the  growth.”  The 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  missional 
priority,  now  in  its  third  year,  is  helping 
some,  but  not  enough,  he  said. 

•  Eliminating  racist  attitudes  —  Many 
UMs  still  hold  racial  biases  against 
ethnic  minorities,  Dr.  White  said. 
Eliminating  these  attitudes  is  the  most 
important  step  toward  inclusiveness. 
Commissions  on  Religion  and  Race  are 
slowly  being  organized  in  local  churches, 
but  many  local  church  members 
erroneously  feel  that  because  they  do  not 
have  any  ethnic  minorities  in  their  local 
churches,  they  have  no  need  for  the 
commission,  he  said. 

•  The  degree  that  the  racial  flavor  of 
ethnics  is  now  expressed  in  the  total  life 
of  the  church  —  "Are  we  doing  things  like 
we  always  have  been  doing  them?”  Dr. 
White  asked.  The  culture  of  ethnic 
minorities  should  be  reflected  in  the 
entire  church,  he  said,  and  church 
resources  should  be  expanding  to  include 
ethnic  minority  culture  and  languages. 

•  The  episcopacy  —  The  UMC  has  not 
elected  an  Hispanic  bishop,  and  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  —  where  the 
largest  percentage  of  blacks  in  the  UMC 
are  —  has  not  elected  a  black  bishop.  Dr. 
White  warned  against  two  mentalities 
that  may  prevent  ethnic  minority 
persons  from  being  elected  bishop:  the 
idea  that  "even  though  one  black  bishop 
is  retiring,  we  still  have  one,  and  don’t 
need  to  elect  another,”  and  the  idea  that 
"we’re  not  sure  what  conference  would 
have  him.” 

•  Itineracy  —  Another  critical  point  in 
determining  how  inclusive  we  are  is 
whether  pastors  are  appointed  "freely,” 
regardless  of  race.  Dr.  White  said.  Only 
in  a  few  conferences  have  appointments 
been  made  across  racial  lines,  he  noted. 
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‘Big’  lie  paralyzes  small  church 

No  church  need  wait  to  get  large  to  be  effective ,  leader  says 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  Christians  have 
paralyzed  many  of  their  small 
congregations  by  telling  them  "small” 
means  unsuccessful  and  inadequate  and 
"big”  means  successful  and  effective. 

That  was  the  charge  leveled  at  United 
Methodism  and  all  other  "mainline” 
Protestant  denominations  last  week  as 
about  30  persons  from  small  churches 
gathered  at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
here  for  a  "Consultation  for  Small 
Churches  in  the  Midwest.”  The  meeting, 
Sept.  10-12,  was  sponsored  by  the  Joint 
Strategy  and  Action  Committee  ( JSAC), 
a  coalition  of  the  national  mission 
agencies  of  major  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions. 

"The  church  has  been  sold  the  same 
Madison  Avenue  ‘bigness’  garbage  that 
the  rest  of  our  culture  has  bought  into,” 
said  the  Rev.  Tom  Boyd,  a  United 
Presbyterian  minister  who  is  an 
associate  professor  of  philosophy  at  the 
University  of  Oklahoma.  "Big  cars  are 
better  than  little  cars.  Big  houses  are 
better  than  little  houses.  Big  churches 
are  better  than  little  churches.  It  all 
follows  in  a  world  like  ours,  and  a  church 
like  ours,  where  we  believe  it  is  quantity 
and  not  quality  that  really  matters.” 

Dr.  Boyd  said  there  is  no  "inherent 

Treaty  gets 

leaders’ 

support 

By  CHUCK  BIEDKA 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Four  bishops 
were  among  a  dozen  United  Methodists 
who  joined  representatives  from  27 
religious  groups  in  pledging  support  for 
the  second  strategic  arms  limitation 
treaty  —  SALT  II  —  here  Sept.  12. 

The  proposed  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Soviet  Union  would 
dampen  the  arms  race,  the  church 
leaders  said.  Key  provisions  of  SALT  II 
include  limitations  on  the  production  and 
deployment  of  nuclear  weapon  systems. 

The  religious  leaders’  vote  of 
confidence  came  during  an  all-day 
meeting  of  the  Religious  Committee  for 
SALT,  of  which  the  United  Methodist 
General  Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Church  and  Society  are  members. 

At  a  White  House  breakfast  the  150 
Christian,  Jewish  and  Muslim 
representatives  heard  briefings  by  top 
administration  and  congressional 
officials.  That  afternoon,  the  group 
visited  senate  offices  to  garner  support 
for  the  treaty  which  is  now  said  to  be 
floundering. 

Ratification  for  SALT  II  requires  an 
affirmative  vote  from  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate.  The  vote  has  reportedly  been 
delayed  in  recent  weeks  because  of  the 
presence  of  2,000  Russian  combat  troops 
in  Cuba. 

The  committee  said  in  a  press 
conference  that  the  Senate  should 
quickly  and  fairly  resolve  this  conflict 
and  then  vote  on  the  treaty. 

The  Religious  Committee  for  SALT 
considers  the  treaty  a  route  to  SALT  III 
and  subsequent  disarmament 
agreements.  Spokespersons  said,  "We 
share  a  conviction  that  strategic  nuclear 
arms  proliferation  is  an  obscenity,  an 
affront  to  creation,  a  colossal  perversion 
of  the  most  human  right  of  them  all,  the 
right  to  survival  of  life  on  this  planet.” 

In  an  address  to  the  committee  at  a 
breakfast  meeting,  President  Jimmy 
Carter  said  the  “diverse  influence”  of 
the  religious  leaders  in  the  U.S.  can 
facilitate  ratification  of  SALT  II  and  he 
urged  the  religious  community  to 
actively  demonstrate  their  support  for 
the  treaty. 

UM  bishops  attending  the  day-long 
lobby  effort  included  Bishops  Fred  Wertz 
(West  Virginia),  William  R.  Cannon 
(Atlanta),  James  Thomas  (East  Ohio) 
and  James  Mathews  (Washington  Area). 

Mr.  Biedka  is  editor  of  "Circuit 
Rider,  the  Baltimore  conference  edition 
ofTM/UMR, 

People  in  the 


“I  drive  55” 


Challenging  his  parish  to  take  the 
lead  in  observing  the  legal  highway 
speed  limit  of  55  mph,  is  the  Rev. 
Riley  Shirley  of  Parkway  Community 
Church  (United  Methodist)  of  Milton, 
Mass.  Parishioners  were  asked  to 
sign  a  commitment  to  observe  all 
legal  speed  limits  and,  particularly 
not  to  exceed  55  mph  except  in  an 
emergency.  Bumper  stickers  will  be 
distributed  to  those  who  join  in  the 
campaign.  "Hopefully  we  will  begin 
to  savp  lives  as  well  as  fuel  by 


integrity”  in  either  smallness  or  bigness, 
but  that  "quality”  must  always  remain 
the  determining  factor. 

“Jesus  took  what  quantitatively 
seemed  unimportant  and  showed  us  its 
qualitative  significance,”  he  said,  point¬ 
ing  out  biblical  accounts  of  the  widow’s 
offering,  the  mustard  seed  parable  and 
several  others.  “The  church,  at  least, 
should  be  the  place  where  the  differences 
between  quantity  and  quality  are  made 
clear.” 

Dr.  Boyd  also  differed  with  church 
leaders  who  stress  the  importance  of 
church  growth. 

"We  have  been  led  into  the  assumption 
that  all  growth  is  good  and 
that  all  congregations  must  grow  or  die,” 
he  said.  “Well,  I’m  here  to  tell  you  that 
growth  can  also  be  cancer.  A  lot  of 
churches  are  growing  because  they 
preach  the  things  people  want  to  hear  — 
because  they  ‘dress-up’  Christianity  in 
the  clothes  of  the  culture.  Some  churches 
that  are  not  growing  numerically  are 
making  the  more  valid  Christian  witness 
in  the  world. 

"Conservative  churches  are  growing 
because  people  are  scared  and  are 
looking  for  easy,  simple,  absolute 
answers  in  the  shape  of  a  giant  nipple  to 
nurture  them,”  Dr.  Boyd  said. 
"Churches  that  refuse  to  go  whoring  in 
this  way  may  not  grow.  But  if  growth  is 
our  sole  criteria,  we  might  as  well  all  get 
together  and  celebrate  the  Barnum  and 
Bailey  Circus.” 

Dr.  Boyd  went  on  to  clarify,  however, 
that  he  believes  growth  can  be  good  — 
when  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  itself  and 
when  it  is  “intentional."  He  said  that 
both  large  and  small  churches  are 
needed  and  neither  is  inherently  superior 
to  the  other.  He  said  it  is  valid  for  a 


church  to  "intentionally”  remain  small 
for  the  sake  of  its  mission  in  the  world, 
but  that  laziness  and  lack  of  commitment 
should  not  determine  a  church’s  size. 

“Let’s  don’t  begin,  however,  by  saying 
we  want  all  of  our  little  churches  to  grow 
into  big  churches,”  he  said.  "Let’s  ask 
the  quality  question  first,  and  then 
consider  the  quantity  question.  No 
church  has  to  get  bigger  to  get  better. " 

On  the  same  theme,  the  Rev.  Tex 
Sample,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
who  serves  as  a  professor  of  church  and 
society  at  St.  Paul,  told  participants  that 
small  churches  are  a  "prize"  rather  than 
a  problem. 

He  said  "small”  is  difficult  to  define  — 
pointing  out  that  various  denominations 
use  different  figures  ranging  from 
congregations  with  fewer  than  100 
members  to  those  with  fewer  than  350. 
Dr.  Sample  said  he  believes  a  small 
congregation  is  more  accurately  defined 
by  its  "nature.”  A  part  of  this  nature,  he 
said,  is  that  the  church  is  a  "single-cell” 
where  members  have  "face-to-face 
relationships  in  multiple  settings"  and 
share  a  sense  of  personal  identity  as  the 
church. 

The  Rev.  J.  Karl  Jones,  superintendent 
for  parish  development  in  the  Kansas 
Area  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  — 
who  was  a  participant  in  the  consultation 
—  told  TM/UMR  that  he  feels  the  top 
problem  faced  by  small  churches  within 
the  UMC  is  that  of  image. 

"We  must  offer  our  small  churches  a 
chance  to  recapture  hope,”  Dr.  Jones 
said.  "Many  of  our  small  churches  have 
been  programmed  to  see  themselves  as 
inherently  unsuccessful.  This  has  come 
to  a  great  degree  from  our  bishops  and 
district  superintendent  and  pastors  who 


the  church  today 


UM  response  to  latest 
hurricane  comes  swiftly 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodists  have 
already  responded  —  in  one  way  —  to  the 
emergency  needs  resulting  from  the 
second  hurricane  to  strike  the  United 
States  in  three  weeks. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  has  already  sent  $25,000 
requested  by  the  Alabama-West  Florida 
conference  for  help  in  the  aftermath  of 
Hurricane  Frederic,  which  struck  the 
Gulf  Coast  of  Florida,  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  Sept.  11,  acccording  to  disas¬ 
ter  coordinator,  the  Rev.  Frank  Hyles. 

Mr.  Hyles  said  the  best  way  for  UMs 
wanting  to  respond  to  the  Alabama  (or 
the  earlier  Hurricane  David)  disaster  is 
to  send  funds  to  UMCOR :  475  Riverside 
Dr.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027. 

"Our  greatest  problem  now  is 
restoring  electrical  power  and  human 
services,”  Mr.  Hyles  told  TM/UMR  two 
days  after  the  hurricane  struck.  He 
reported  that  some  UM  churches  were 
badly  damaged,  but  the  number  is  not 
known  as  yet. 

President  addresses 
religious  peace  leaders 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  The  active 
pursuit  of  peace  by  religious  leaders 
from  45  nations  was  lauded  by  President 
Jimmy  Carter  Sept.  6  in  a  talk  to 
participants  in  the  World  Conference  on 
Religion  and  Peace. 

In  his  unexpected  appearance,  the 
President  reminded  some  350  persons 
from  all  of  the  world’s  major  religions 
that  peace-seeking  has  not  always  been  a 
“characteristic  of  those  who  profess 
faith,”  but  “your  organization  and 
purpose  warm  my  heart.”  He  called  it 
"encouraging  to  see  so  many  leaders 
from  45  nations  pursuing  peace  and 
seeking  to  educate”  both  government 
and  religious  leaders. 

The  delegates  from  47  nations  spent 
one  day  here  out  of  their  10-day  gathering 
at  Princeton,  N.J.  On  their  return  there, 
they  completed  action  on  a  1,500-word 
"declaration”  stressing  the  conviction 
that  "peace  is  possible.  " 
Congressman  appeals 
for  right  to  vote 

CHEVY  CHASE.  Md.  (UMC)  -  He  sits 
in  Congress  but  can’t  vote  for  a  member 


news... 

observing  the  speed  limit,”  he  said. 
Anyone  wishing  to  join?  Write  the 
church  at  158  Blue  Hills  Parkway  in 
Milton. 

Pope  awards  judge 

"It’s  rare  for  anyone  to  get  this 
medal.”  said  a  Roman  Catholic  public 
information  officer  —  but  a  United 
Methodist  layman  will.  U.S.  District 
Judge  Woodrow  Seals  of  Houston  will 
receive  the  "Benemerenti”  (meaning 
"well  deserving”)  medal  this  month 
by  order  of  Pope  John  Paul  II.  The 
primary  reason  given  for  the  papal 
honor  is  said  to  be  Judge  Seal’s 
concern  for  the  poor  as  indicated  by 
his  founding  some  12  years  ago  the 
Society  of  St.  Stephen,  a  society  of 
volunteer  laypeople  in  UM  congrega¬ 
tions  who  help  people  in  need. 

Let  George  do  it 

The  Rev.  George  Hobbs,  pastor  of 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
was  host  to  the  recent  national 
Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit  held 
there,  and  as  such,  did  innumerable 
odd  jobs  to  keep  the  event  functioning 
smoothly.  Remembering  the  adage 
"Let  George  do  it,”  someone  at  the 
conference  leaders’  breakfast 
suggested  they  present  him  a  plaque 
in  appreciation  of  his  work,  reading: 
"We  let  George  do  it.” 


of  Congress  because  he  lives  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  the  Rev.  Walter 
Fauntroy  told  a  United  Methodist 
meeting  here  Sept.  8. 

Nearly  100  members  of  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal,  meeting 
here  for  the  first  time,  heard  Delegate 
Fauntroy’s  plea  for  support  of  the 
constitutional  amendment  to  let  the 
District  of  Columbia  elect  voting 
members  of  Congress.  It  is  now  before 
the  states  for  ratification. 

Mr.  Fauntroy,  who  is  the  non-voting 
delegate  from  D.C.  in  Congress,  blamed 
the  lack  of  voting  rights  on  "four  too’s": 
the  city’s  residents  are  "too  liberal,  too 
urban,  too  Democratic  and  too  black.” 
The  constitutional  amendment  was 
gotten  through  Congress,  he  said,  “by 
preaching  the  gospel  of  justice  and 
right.”  He  urged  that  the  "uphill  battle” 
can  be  won  by  getting  "in  touch  with 
people  who  will  respond  to  conscience.” 

NewEngland 
opposes  area 

revision 

BOSTON  —  Should  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Boston  Area  —  a  region  of  strong 
local  identity,  severe  weather  and  rough 
terrain  —  compress  its  three  annual 
conferences  into  one  or  two,  as  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence’s  task  force  has  recommended? 

If  the  1980  Jurisdictional  Conference  so 
votes,  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and 
Southern  New  England  will  be  required 
to  take  steps  to  become  a  one  or  two 
conference  Area  by  1984.  No  one  knows 
what  the  vote  will  be,  but  all  three 
conferences  involved  voted  disapproval 
of  the  proposal  at  their  recent  sessions, 
according  to  a  report  from  United 
Methodist  News  here. 

An  Area-wide  "Conference  Boundaries 
Information  Day”  has  been  announced 
for  Oct.  13  in  Nashua,  N.H.  to  give 
interested  persons  a  chance  to  raise 
questions  and  explore  the  implications  of 
the  proposed  merger. 

Among  the  200  participants  expected  to 
attend  will  be  the  Area’s  48  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conference  delegates  and 
their  alternates,  as  well  as  members  of 
conference  boards.  Not  only  has  each 
conference  they  represent  voted  against 
the  proposed  idea  but  each  one  also  has 
voted  to  petition  General  Conference  to 
amend  the  church  constitution  to  require 
the  approval  of  conferences  before  they 
can  be  merged. 

The  Boston  Area  Committee  to  Guide 
the  Jurisdictional  Task  Force  on . 
Boundaries  has  likewise  objected,  citing 
the  unique  problems  of  New  England’s 
geography  and  weather;  the  ap¬ 
pointment  last  year  of  an  administrative 
assistant  to  the  bishop,  and  the  lack  of 
east-west  highways  in  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire.  They  also  note  that  even 
when  merger  has  been  suggested  from 
inside  the  Area  (as  last  happened  in 
1967),  it  has  been  rejected,  according  to 
the  news  report. 

For  its  part,  the  Jurisdictional  task 
force  has  stated  three  principles  that 
have  guided  its  decision:  (1)  It  is  not 
possible  nor  desirable  to  add  another 
episcopal  Area  ;  (2)  No  Area  should  have 
more  than  two  conferences;  and  (3)  "A 
conference  of  less  than  75,000  members 
or  of  more  than  200,000  can  be  effective 
and  viable  only  under  exceptional 
circumstances.” 

Maine  conference,  membership  is 
31,000;  New  Hampshire  19.000;  and 
Southern  New  England  86,000.  Each 
faces  declining  membership  coupled 
with  increased  giving  and  strong  self- 
J  identity,  the  news  report  stated. 


see  ministry  in  small  churches  as  less 
significant  than  those  in  large  churches. 

“Viewpoints  are  going  to  have  to 
change.  When  we  talk  about  small 
churches  we  are  talking  about  nearly 
two-thirds  of  our  denomination.  We  have 
to  start  allowing  these  churches  to 
become  successful.  No  church  has  to 
wait  until  it  gets  large  to  have  successful 
ministry.  Church  leaders  need  to  say  that 
and  local  churches  need  to  believe  it,”  he 
said. 

Small  UM 
church  has 
‘big’ award 

NEW  YORK  —  A  42-member  United 
Methodist  church  in  the  heart  of  Iowa 
farm  country  has  been  named  winner  of 
Guideposts  magazine’s  1979  national 
church  award  for  demonstrating  that 
small  churches  can  survive  in  a  world 
that  often  seems  dominated  by  big 
religion. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Hastings,  Iowa,  population  150,  will 
receive  a  check  for  $5,000  toward  its 
continuing  development  program  as  well 
as  a  bronze  plaque  placing  it  among  the 
21  previous  winners  of  the  Guideposts 
Church  Award. 

The  award,  presented  annually  since 
1959,  was  conceived  to  recognize 
congregations  for  working  together  in 
some  unique  way  to  expand  and  improve 
the  missions  of  their  churches.  The 
Hastings  church  was  dying  when  its  nine 
active  members  got  together  to  do 
something  about  it.  They  visited  all  1,500 
farm  homes  in  the  area  to  find  out  what 
people  wanted  and  needed  from  the  only 
church  in  Hastings,  and  then  they 
involved  the  community  in  a  wide 
variety  of  activities  ranging  from 
covered  dish  suppers  to  Bible  classes  and 
reached  out  to  offer  prayers  and 
practical  help  wherever  it  was  needed. 
Membership  stands  today  at  42. 

In  announcing  the  1979  award,  which 
resulted  from  a  canvass  of  9,000  churches 
and  500  religion  editors,  Guideposts 
editors  had  this  to  say  about  their  choice: 

"We  at  Guideposts  are  pleased  and 
proud  to  honor  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Hastings  with  our  1979  Church 
Award.  Why?  Because  we  think  that  its 
story,  simple  though  it  is,  has  much  to 
say  to  churches  everywhere.  And  what  it 
says  is  this:  No  matter  what  your 
problems  may  be  —  dwindling 
attendance,  lack  of  funds,  competition 
from  television  —  they  can  be  overcome 
if  concerned  people,  led  by  a  concerned 
pastor,  will  just  step  out  in  faith  to  keep 
their  church  alive.” 


Classified 

RATE:  55  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion  $13  75  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED  for  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church.  Parkersburg.  W  Va.  Former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  congregation  of  535 
members  Prefer  evangelical  college  graduate  with 
Christian  education  background  Send  resume  to 
Kenneth  Mikes.  Chairman.  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  Rt  9.  Box  92.  Parkersburg.  W.  Va  26101 

DELUXE  HOLY  LAND  TOUR  -  Nov  8-17,  1979 
from  Houston  Israel  and  Greece  Write  for  free 
brochure  Memorial  Drive  United  Methodist  Church. 
12955  Memorial  Drive.  Houston.  TX  77079. 

TWO  GREAT  TOURS  China  -  six  major  Centers  + 
Hong  Kong,  Apr  15.  1980  .  Passion  Play  —  Germanv- 
Egvpt -Israel.  Sept  15.  1980  Wnte  or  phone  Robert 
Panzer,  700  D  Ave..  Coronado.  CA  92118 

OBERAMMERGAU  &  EUROPE.  July  10-26.  1980 
escorted  quality  tour  includes  16  days  and  8  major 
European  cities  and  the  onee-in-a-decade  passion 
play'  Departure  from  Bismarck,  N.D.  Write  soon  to 
Satrom  Travel  &  Tour.  316  N  5th  St  .  Bismarck.  N.D 
58501.  or  call  <701 1  258-5000 

WANTED  Full-time  Youth  Director.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Demopohs,  AL  Must  direct  youth 
choir,  children's  choirs,  and  total  youth  program 
Job  description  available  Salarv  negotiable  Contact 
Pastor  Walter  Albritton,  <205  >  289-1933  ,  200  E 
Decatur  St..  Demopolis.  AL 36732 

BRIEF  FUNERAL  MEDITATIONS  published  by 
Abingdon  Press  for  clergy  Nineteen  funeral 
meditations  for  unusual  or  difficult  situations 
Introductions  to  each  meditation  explain  the  basic 
grief  problem  the  homily  is  intended  to  meet  Hard 
cover  Shipped  postpaid  S-l  00  Send  check  to:  The 
Preacher,  854  Cherry  Blossom  Lane.  Naperville. 
Illinois  60540 

HOLY  LAND  AND  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION 
PLAY  TOUR  May  1980  17  davs  -  1st  class  Free 
Brochure,  the  Rev  Rod  Hull.  1020  Lima  St  ,  Aurora. 
CO  80010  or  call  1 303 1  364-3381  or  364-7927  evenings 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR.  September  15.  1980  Dr  Ira 
Allen's  14th  trip  into  Bible  Lands.  Jerusalem. 
Bethlehem,  Nazareth.  Galilee.  Tel  Aviv,  Dead  Sea. 
Jericho.  River  Jordan.  Kibbutz.  Germany,  much, 
much  more  Oberammergau  Passion  Play  optional. 
First  Class  tour,  superior  hotels,  all  meals,  regularly 
scheduled  airlines  You  won't  find  a  better  tour  Free 
Brochure,  write  1015  Cedar  Ave  ,  Redlands,  CA 
92373 

LATCH  HOOK  United  Methodist  symbol 
Handpainted  canvas  16x16"  $7  50  (Hook,  yam  not 
included  >  Also  available:  kit  9x2 '  - "  bookmark  with 
United  Methodist  symbol  for  counted  cross  stitch, 

$2  50  Nancv  Designs.  11036  Trail  West.  Bloomington. 
MN  55437 

QUALITY  HOLY  LAND  TOUR.  Dr.  David  Knecht, 
leader,  Nov.  25-Dec  5.  1979,  departure  from  Bis¬ 
marck.  N.D.,  study  materials  to  enhance  this  fine 
experience,  write  Dr  Knecht.  Satrom  Travel  &  Tour, 
316  N  5th  St  .  Bismarck.  N.D.  58501.  or  call  <701  >  258- 
5000 

COME  WITH  US  TO  OBERAMMERGAU  Passion 
Play  in  Oberammergau.  Germany  plus  The  Swisp 
Alps  and  some  of  the  most  famous  cities  of  the  old 
world  -  such  as  Vienna.  Salsburg.  Heidelberg. 
Zurich,  etc  A  trip  of  a  Lifetime  Don't  Miss  It! 
Leaving  July  1.  1980  —  Two  weeks.  For  more 
information  write  or  call  Dr  and  Mrs  Ed  Hamiltoi), 
District  Superintendent,  215  Pine  N.E.,  Albuquerque, 
N.M  87106  Phones  '5051  843-9625  <Day>  <S05i  26$ 
1819  < Evening'. 

RETIRED”  Unique  Village  -  live  independently, 
inexpensively,  ranch  house  Life  lease  $7,500  or  $7? 
month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees  Apartments,  too.  National  Church  Residences; 
Waverly,  Ohio,  45690 

HOLY  LAND.  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY 
jEgypt  (including  Luxor).  Rhine  River  cruise,  ip 
days.  August  1980  For  brochure  Rev  Wayne  8 
W'illiams.  1420  Newport  Avenue.  San  Jose,  CA  95125.’ 
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‘Top  10’  statistics  place  Texas  first 

Latest  UM figures  show  largest  membership ,  attendance 


By  LEONARD  PERRYMAN 

United  Methodist  Communications 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  All  you 
statistically  minded  United  Methodists, 
did  you  know  that: 

•  the  10  largest  membership  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  U.S.  are  all  in 
either  Texas  or  Oklahoma? 

•  48  UM  churches  have  1,000  or  more  in 
average  attendance  at  the  principal 
weekly  worship  service? 

•  for  those  who  wonder  about  “Old 
First  Church”,  four  of  the  10  churches 
with  the  largest  church  school 
enrollment  are  named  First  Church  — 
including  the  two  largest? 

•  the  four  churches  with  the  largest 
average  attendance  in  the  Sunday 
church  school  are  in  either  metropolitan 
Dallas  or  Houston,  Texas? 

Those  facts  are  in  figures  released  by 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  and  drawn  from 
“General  Minutes”  computer  tapes.  The 
figures  are  as  of  December  1977,  the 

Liability  added 

EVANSTON.  Ill.  (UMC)  - 
Professional  liability  coverage  for 
United  Methodist  ministers  in  relation  to 
counseling  is  being  added  to  the 
denomination's  general  insurance 
package,  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  said  here. 

According  to  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Insurance  Program,  the 
feature  being  added  to  the  policy  will 
protect  pastors  of  churches  covered 
under  the  insurance  against  claims  or 
suits  growing  out  of  counseling 
conducted  as  a  part  of  their  professional 
duties.  Coverage  will  be  provided  up  to  a 
limit  of  $300,000  per  year. 

Although  there  have  been  reports  of  a 
number  of  such  suits  against  ministers. 
United  Methodist  officials  say  they  are 
not  aware  of  any  against  that 
denomination’s  clergy. 


latest  date  for  which  official  statistics 
are  available. 

The  GCFA  prepared  four  basic  lists: 
(1)  churches  with  1,000  or  more 
members,  ranked  by  size  of  member¬ 
ship;  (2)  churches  with  350  or  more 
in  attendance  at  the  principal  weekly 
worship  service,  ranked  by  size  of 
average  attendance;  (3)  church  schools 
with  500  or  more  persons  enrolled, 
ranked  by  size  of  enrollment;  and 
(4)  church  schools  with  200  or  more 
average  attendance  at  the  Sunday 
church  school,  ranked  by  size  of  average 
attendance. 

A  few  other  statistical  tidbits  can  be 
mined  from  the  listings: 

•  There  are  13  United  Methodist 
churches  with  5,000  or  more  members ;  19 
with  4,000  or  more ;  62  with  3,000  or  more , 
221  with  2,000  or  more;  and  1,314  with 
1,000,  or  more. 

•  The  20  largest  membership  churches 
are  in  nine  states  —  Texas,  Oklahoma, 
Colorado,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Florida, 
Nebraska,  Georgia  and  Alabama. 

•  The  largest  church  in  the 
denomination  has  11,384  members;  it  is 
First  UMC,  Houston,  Texas. 

•  The  church  with  the  largest 
attendance  at  its  principal  weekly 
worship  service  is  First  UMC,  Dallas. 
Texas,  with  2,832. 

•  Though  it  is  unusual,  one  church  in 
the  top  20  ranked  according  to 
attendance  at  the  principal  weekly 
worship  service  has  a  larger  attendance 
than  membership.  It  is  Glide  Memorial 
Church,  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  with  a 
membership  of  1,103  and  an  average 
weekly  attendance  of  1,300  which  is  18th 
in  the  denomination. 

•  Two  churches  have  church  school 
enrollments  of  5,000  or  more,  the  largest 
being  First  UMC,  Richardson,  Texas, 
with  5,618. 

•  It's  Texas  again.  The  church  with  the 
largest  average  Sunday  church  school  a- 
tendance  is  Highland  Park  UMC.  Dallas, 
with  1,376. 


United  Methodist  Bulletin 
Service  Now  with  Both 
Illustration  and 
Message  Based 
on  the  Lectionary 


The  United  Methodist  Weekly  Bulletin  Service  brings  you  a  new  and  different  bulletin  each 
week  automatically!  In  1980.  each  reverent  design,  each  inspiring  scriptural  passage,  each 
faith -affirming  message  draws  on  the  United  Methodist  version  of  the  Ecumenical  Lectionary  to 
help  prepare  your  congregation  for  worship.  For  no  additional  cost  you  may  choose  bulletins 
with  an  inspiring  Lectionary-based  message  on  the  back  cover,  or  you  may  order  them  without 
the  message.  And  it’s  so  easy  to  subscribe. 

Save  time  and  trouble.  Take  just  a  few  minutes  to  fill  out  the  subscription  order  card  below  and 
we  take  over!  You  tell  us  how  many  bulletins  you  need  every  Sunday,  and  how  many  extras 
you  need  for  special  Sundays  such  as  Christmas  and  Easter.  Then,  like  clockwork,  your 
bulletins  will  arrive  transportation  prepaid,  well  before  you  need  them. 

An  end  to  storage  problems!  You’ll  receive — and  be  billed  for — only  two  months'  worth  of 
bulletins  at  a  time.  And.  as  your  membership  grows,  you  can  easily  increase  your 
shipment — with  only  two  months'  notice. 

Save  money.  At  only  $2.30  per  hundred,  you  won’t  find  this  quality  at  such  a  low  price.  What 
if  you  need  less  than  one  hundred?  No  problem — you  may  order  as  few  as  50  bulletins  every 
Sunday  at  only  $1.30  per  50. 

Unsurpassed  quality.  The  brilliant,  true-to-life  color  illustrations  are  printed  on  fine  8Vz"  x  1 1" 
bulletin  paper  and  shipped  unfolded  for  your  choice  of  printing  process.  They  fold  to  standard 
SV2 "  x  8V2"  size.  Page  1  (front  cover)  features  Scripture  and  interpretative  art  or  photographs. 
Inside,  pages  2  and  3  are  blank  for  your  order  of  worship  and  announcements.  Page  4  (back 
cover)  has  the  optional  lectionary-based  message.  Offer  your  congregation  these  new  and 
beautiful  worship  bulletins — return  the  order  card  today!  But  hurry!  You  need  to  order  by 
November  1.  1979  for  your  January  1980  bulletins  to  arrive  in  time. 


THE  BIBLE 

SPEAKS 

TODAY 

NEW  leaflet  service 


Watch  the  eager  anticipation  as 

your  members  receive  each  new 
installment  in  this  series  of  undated 
monthly  devotional  leaflets!  (One 
per  month.)  For  1980,  the  theme  of 
The  Bible  Speaks  Today  is  “The 
Parables  and  You.”  Each  month  a 
new  leaflet  guides  your  congrega¬ 
tion  in  mining  the  Bible's  riches — 
exploring  the  relevance  of  the  para¬ 
bles  for  today's  Christian. 

It’s  as  easy  as  1-2-3  to  enrich  your  congregation's  study  of  the  Bible  1  Decide  how  many 
leaflets  you  need  monthly.  2.  Return  the  subscription  coupon  printed  below.  3.  Then,  sit  back  1 
and  let  us  do  the  work  for  you!  You'll  automatically  receive  the  same  quantity  of  leaflets  for  each 
month.  A  3  months'  supply  will  be  shipped  quarterly,  timed  to  arrive  well  before  needed. 
Tuck  leaflets  inside  your  worship  bulletins— discuss  them  in  Sunday  school — share  them 
during  visitation — send  them  home  to  shut-ins  to  say  "we're  thinking  of  you." 

The  Bible  Speaks  Today  is  only  1.95  per  hundred,  in  multiples  of  50.  Minimum  order  is  50 
leaflets  per  month,  at  $1.50.  Postage  added,  with  billing  per  quarterly  shipment.  Oder  today! 
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Send  extra  seasonal  bulletins  in  addition  to  the  above  order  (multiples  of  50): 
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Size  of  membership 

1.  First  UMC,  Houston,  Texas 

11,384 

2.  Highland  Park,  Dallas,  Texas 

9,148 

3.  Lovers  Lane,  Dallas,  Texas 

7,979 

4.  St.  Luke’s,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

6,367 

5.  Boston  Avenue,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

6,247 

6.  First,  Richardson,  Texas 

6,067 

7.  St.  Luke’s,  Houston,  Texas 

5,947 

8.  First,  Ft.  Worth.  Texas 

5,887 

9.  First,  Lubbock,  Texas 

5,659 

10.  Memorial  Drive,  Houston,  Texas 

5,584 

Avg.  att.  main  worship  service 

1.  First  UMC,  Dallas,  Texas 

2,832 

2.  First,  Houston  Texas, 

2,761 

3.  Christ,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

2,709 

4.  Highland  Park,  Dallas,  Texas 

2,005 

5.  First,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

2.000 

6.  Pasadena  Community,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

1,905 

7.  First,  Lubbock,  Texas 

1,750 

8.  First,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

1,709 

9.  First,  Shreveport,  La. 

1,600 

10.  Lovers  Lane,  Dallas,  Texas 

1,500 

Size  of  church  school  enrollment 

1.  First  UMC,  Richardson,  Texas 

5,618 

2.  First,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas 

5,007 

3.  Lovers  Lane,  Dallas,  Texas 

4,144 

4.  Memorial  Drive,  Houston,  Texas 

3,469 

5.  First,  Houston.  Texas 

3,129 

6.  Highland  Park,  Dallas,  Texas 

3,089 

7.  First,  ShreveDort.  La. 

2,981 

8.  St.  Luke’s,  Houston,  Texas 

2,630 

9.  Canterbury,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

2,577 

10.  Tyler  Street,  Dallas,  Texas 

2,480 

Avg.  att.  Sunday  church  school 

1.  Highland  Park  UMC,  Dallas,  Texas 

1,378 

2.  First,  Houston,  Texas 

1,304 

3.  Lovers  Lane,  Dallas,  Texas 

1,294 

4.  First,  Richardson.  Texas 

1,216 

5.  First,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

1,049 

6.  Boston  Avenue,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

1,009 

7.  First,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

1,007 

8.  St.  Mark,  Chicago,  Ill. 

1,000 

9.  St.  Luke’s.  Houston,  Texas 

992 

10.  Memorial  Drive,  Houston,  Texas 

986 

Ignoring  alcoholism  said 
to  aggravate  problem 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  The  church 
needs  to  recognize  and  accept  the 
problem  of  chemical  dependency, 
because  ignoring  alcoholism  and  drug 
abuse  or  simply  judging  them  as  “bad” 
merely  aggravates  the  problem.  This 
was  the  consensus  of  speakers  at  the  30th 
annual  meeting  here  of  the  Alcohol  and 
Drug  Problems  Association  (ADPA)  last 
month. 

“The  preacher  is  still  the  main 
resource  when  families  are  in  trouble," 
according  to  Carole  Stapleton,  a  National 
Council  on  Alcohol  worker  in 
Albuquerque,  N.M.  Therefore,  it  is 
important  for  clergy  to  learn  all  they  can 
about  chemical  dependencies,  she  told 
the  church  involvement  section  of  ADPA. 

Too  often,  she  observed,  clergy  are 
unsuspectingly  drawn  into  the  games 
that  alcoholics  and  their  families  play. 
“Everyone  (in  the  family)  is  getting  a 
payoff  or  they  wouldn’t  allow  the 
situation  to  continue.” 

Above  all,  Ms.  Stapleton  said, 
chemical  dependence  is  an  adaptive 
behavior.  It  is  used  to  cope  with 
problems,  and  “to  escape  from  pain,  to  a 
better  reality,"  she  said.  When  drunk,  a 
man  has  permission  to  cry  or  show 
weakness;  a  woman  can  be  assertive  or 
express  anger.  “For  some  people,”  Ms. 
Stapleton  said,  “alcohol  is  the  link 
between  the  person  and  his  humanity.” 
To  cope  with  this,  the  church  needs  to 
help  people  get  in  touch  with  and  express 
their  humanness,  she  said. 

"A  Concern  We  Share”  started  in 
doctors’  offices  in  Texas,  and  has  now 
moved  to  clergy  and  churches.  It  deals 
with  alcohol  and  driving,  but  gets  people 
to  think  and  talk  about  chemical 
dependency  in  general,  Wayne  Ewen  told 
the  church  involvement  group.  Associate 
director  of  Texas’  alcohol  concerns 
bureau,  Mr.  Ewen  said  the  program  was 
started  by  the  department  of 
transportation  in  the  state.  Brochures 
were  placed  in  doctors’  offices,  inviting 
patients  to  talk  with  the  medical  people 
about  questions  or  problems  to  do  with 
alcohol.  The  church  program  does  the 
same  for  clergy  and  their  parishioners. 

Suzie  Bebe,  organizer  of  Cottage 
Program  International,  based  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  stressed  the  importance 
of  education  and  open  dialogue  among 
non-drinking  members  of  an  alcoholic’s 
family.  “What  we  do,  what  we  train  our 
volunteers  (from  local  churches)  to  do,  is 
to  allow  the  person  to  have  a  problem,  to 
try  and  reduce  the  denial  and  stigma 
associated  with  a  drinking  problem,”  she 
said. 


She  explained  the  Cottage  Program’s 
format  as  one  of  small  group  meetings  in 
homes,  where  relationships  and  roles 
within  families  are  discussed. 

Consumer  protection 
urged  by  UM  minister 

OAKLAND,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  minister  has  asserted  that 
alcoholic  beverages  constitute  “the  great 
exception”  to  federal  efforts  at  consumer 
protection  and  product  regulation. 

“While  pressure  is  being  applied  to 
other  segments  of  America’s  corporate 
life,  the  federal  government  has  made  a 
great  exception  of  the  alcohol  beverage 
industry,”  said  the  Rev.  Harvey  N. 
Chinn,  pastor  of  Faith  UMC  of 
Sacramento. 

Citing  examples  of  how  goverment 
agencies  have  forced  product 
manufacturers  to  correct  misleading 
advertising  and  adopt  safety  devices, 
Mr.  Chinn  commented  that  “the  federal 
government  makes  a  great  exception  in 
the  damage  done  to  consumers  by  the  use 
of  alcoholic  beverages.” 

He  told  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union 
that  “25,000  deaths  are  caused  each  year 
by  the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages  on 
American  highways,  yet  it  is  impossible 
to  enact  laws  to  protect  the  sober  users 
of  our  highways.” 


Holy  Club’s  250th  anniversary  to  be  marked 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  —  The  250th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  “Holy 
Club"  ( pictured  as  it  might  have  been  with  John  Wesley  standing  at  right,  from  an  old 
print  in  the  archives  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  here)  will  be  marked  Nov.  25  at- 
Wesley  Memorial  Church,  Oxford.  England.  The  first  meeting  occurred  in  November, 
1729  and  the  name  “Methodist”  was  used  for  the  first  time,  according  to  this  month's 
issue  of  “World  Parish,”  the  Council’s  publication. 

Scholars  find  it  impossible  to  pinpoint  the  exact  date  of  the  Holy  Club’s  founding, 
Wesleyan  scholar  Frank  Baker,  Durham,  N.  C.  wrote  to  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  council 
executive.  But  Dr.  Baker  noted  it  was  probably  John  Wesley’s  return  Nov.  22,  1729  to 
take  over  tutorial  and  other  chores  at  Lincoln  College,  Oxford.  John  and  his  brother 
Charles  met  with  two  other  men  to  begin  informal  evening  meetings  to  read  religious 
books,  he  said. 

UMC  urged  to  produce 
Sunday  School  for  TV 

electronic  sources.  He  predicted  that  it 
would  receive  a  “growing  reception”  by 
the  masses  in  the  1980s,  particularly  as 
the  energy  crisis  may  find  many  people 
unwilling  to  travel  to  local  churches. 
Also,  he  said,  the  church  seems  unable  to 
continue  supplying  “competent”  pastors 
who  can  adequately  minister  to  the 
growing  masses  and  their  needs. 

A  United  Presbyterian  minister  who 
apparently  agrees  with  many  of  Dr. 
Towns  views  is  Dr.  Ben  Armstrong, 
director  of  the  National  Religious 
Broadcasters  located  in  Morristown,  N. 
J. 

In  a  recent  interview  with  Religious 
News  Service  in  Denver,  Dr.  Armstrong 
claimed  that  numerically,  the  “electric 
church”  superceded  the  established 
church  in  1971.  Forty-seven  percent  of 
the  American  people  —  130  million  — 
listen  to  or  view  at  least  one  religious 
broadcast  a  week,  he  said,  while  only  42 
percent  attend  a  church  or  synagogue 
each  week. 

“There  are  two  views  of  the  electric 
church  —  that  it’s  clever  manipulation 
and  a  caricature  of  religion,  or  that  it’s  a 
populist  type  of  religion.  I  think  it’s  the 
latter.  It  is  an  expression  of  lay  religion. 
It’s  very  ecumenical.”  • 

Dr.  Armstrong  said  a  survey  showed 
that  for  every  dollar  given  to  the  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network,  $4  was  given  to 
the  local  church,  and  he  said  a  Gallup 
Poll  showed  20  percent  of  listeners  and 
viewers  of  the  electric  church  are 
unchurched,  but  80  percent  are  involved 
in  a  local  church. 

“I  see  the  electric  church  as  one  of  the 
biggest  recruiting  agents,”  he  said, 
adding  that  he  believes  the  electric 
church  has  a  “favorable  influence  on 
church  attendance.  It  perpetuates  the 
church.” 

Dr.  Armstrong  is  a  firm  believer  that  a 
Christian  shouldn’t  get  all  his  religion 
over  the  airwaves.  “Christians  need 
person-to-person  contact.  We  can’t  exist 
in  isolation  from  fellow  believers.  The 
electric  church  is  an  outreach  for  the 
local  church.” 

The  electric  church  “has  dramatically 
changed  the  church,”  Dr.  Armstrong 
believes.  “But  the  established  church  is 
just  now  realizing  it.  They’re  finally 
getting  on  the  bandwagon.” 

The  electric  church  is  a  $1  billion  ai 
year  industry,  Dr.  Armstrong  said,  with' 
about  $500  million  paid  each  year  for 
television  and  radio  air  time. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  An  enthusiastic 
advocate  for  the  “Electric  Church”  — 
the  term  often  applied  to  the  popular 
religious  shows  on  television  —  recently 
urged  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
produce  a  weekly  Sunday  School 
program  for  national  viewing. 

“It  could  be  a  spiritual  Sesame 
Street,”  Elmer  Towns  said  at  a  United 
Methodist  education  and  evangelism 
consultation  on  church  school  growth 
here  last  month.  Dr.  Towns  is  a  staff 
member  of  Thomas  Road  Baptist  Church 
in  Lynchburg,  Va.  He  said  the 
independent,  fundamentalist  church  of 
20,000  members  in  a  city  of  62,000  people 
spends  $10  million  annually  to  buy  time 
on  327  TV  stations  to  air  “The  Old 
Time  Gospel  Hour,”  which  is  their 
Sunday  morning  worship  service. 

“The  Sunday  School  program 
shouldn’t  be  a  lecture  or  sermon,”  he  told 
TM/UMR,  “but  should  focus  on  a  Bible 
story  or  doctrinal  belief  along  with  the 
use  of  puppets,  cartoons,  music  and  so 
on.” 

One  simply  cannot  imagine  the  impact 
of  the  tube,  he  said  as  he  warmed  up  to 
the  subject  of  defending  the  “electric 
church.” 

“Some  critics  say  televised  services 
are  killing  the  local  church,  but  we  don’t 
find  this  to  be  true,”  he  said.  “We  get 
10,000  letters  a  day  from  people  needing 
answers  and  help  on  personal  problems. 
There’s  no  evidence  from  our  mail  that 
they  have  dropped  the  church.  In  fact,  we 
receive  lots  of  mail  saying  they  got  saved 
during  our  program  and  are  now  active 
in  a  church.” 

Another  criticism  that  Dr.  Towns  said 
is  lodged  against  the  “electric  church”  is 
that  it  glorifies  one  person,  usually  the 
preacher.  “But  making  heroes  is 
biblical,”  he  said.  “God  chose  Abraham, 
Moses,  Elijah,  Peter  and  Paul  to 
proclaim  His  word.  The  Bible  glorifies 
any  man  who  stands  for  principles.  ’  ’ 

“Electric  church”  critics,  for  the  most 
part  are  “against  our  theology,”  he 
continued.  “Fundamentalists  are 
prospering  on  TV  and  the  critics  don’t 
like  it  because  they  don’t  have  a  message 
people  will  buy.” 

Dr.  Towns  said  it  was  “only  natural” 
that  an  electronic  age  would  produce  an 
electronic  church  since  Americans  are 
used  to  receiving  news,  commentary, 
information  and  inspiration  from 
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By  JAMES  STEELE 

COLUMBIA,  Mo.  —  Where  do  pastors 
turn  when  they  have  problems  in  their 
personal  lives  with  divorce,  failing 
health,  financial  squeezes  and  stress  in 
moving  from  one  church  to  another? 

Recognizing  that  pastors  many  may 
find  it  difficult  to  locate  help,  two 
Missouri  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  established  an  area  office  of 
pastoral  counseling  in  1977  to  meet  this 
need.  And  they  named  the  Rev.  James  T. 
Walker  Jr.,  a  person  with  years  of 
experience  and  training  in  pastoral 
counseling,  to  head  the  office. 

Perhaps  the  most  frequently  given 
reason  for  setting  up  the  office  is  that  the 
pastor’s  problems  are  unique  among  the 
problems  other  people  in  society  face. 
Consciously  or  otherwise,  he  or  she  often 
is  cast  in  the  role  of  “Superman”  —  a 
person  whom  others  turn  to  in  time  of 
need  and  emotional  conflict.  But  when 
the  minister  personally  needs  help,  he  or 
she  often  finds  no  one  to  turn  to  in  the 
community. 

The  pastoral  care  office  is  one  of  only  a 
few  in  the  UMC,  and  its  workload  has  far 
surpassed  what  was  anticipated  by  the 
task  force  which  developed  guidelines  for 
the  program,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Marie  Hyatt  of  Hamilton,  who  headed  the 
task  force  search  committee.  She 
currently  leads  the  office’s  supportive 
group,  the  Area  Committee  on  Pastoral 
Care,  with  representatives  of  the  clergy, 
clergy  spouses,  cabinet,  laity  and  others. 

“There  is  a  real  need  for  pastoral  care 
within  clergy  families,”  Mrs.  Wyatt  said. 
“The  workload  for  Jim  has  been 
unbelievably  heavy.”  The  case  load 
currently  includes  more  than  40 
members  of  the  clergy  and  their 
families.  Dr.  Walker  also  makes 
referrals  to  other  agencies,  and  is 
available  for  consultation  for  church 


groups  and  continuing  education 
programs. 

“The  program,  in  essence,  is  two¬ 
fold,”  explained  one  member  of  the 
pastoral  care  committee.  “One  is  the 
immediate  need  in  crisis  situations;  the 
other  is  help  beyond  to  relieve  pressure 
before  it  builds.” 

Dr.  Walker  presented  a  25-page  paper 
last  year  to  the  Missouri  Area  Pastor’s 
School,  outlining  some  of  the  stresses 
faced  by  clergy  and  their  families. 
Examples  he  cited  included  career 
disillusionments  and  adjustments,  as 
well  as  problems  when  expectations  for  a 
pastor  are  stretched  to  extremes. 

Committee  members  also  note 
conflicts  in  families  in  which  husband 
and  wife  both  have  careers.  The  inflation 
factor  and  need  for  two-income  families 
has  increased  the  strain  on  the  itinerate 
system,  several  point  out. 

“Marriage  conflict  accounts  for  50  per¬ 
cent  of  our  caseload,”  Dr.  Walker  says. 
“This  is  followed  by  problems  with  self¬ 
esteem,  career  problems  and  marriage 
communication.  This  latter  category  is 
primarily  concerned  with  enrichment 
and  preventative  work.  A  good  many  of 
the  counselees  are  in  the  45-to-52  age 
range.”  All  counseling  and  records  are 
confidential. 

In  counseling  with  clergy  and  clergy 
families.  Dr.  Walker  emphasizes  a 
healthy  theology  of  ministry  that  teaches 
pastors  to  be  intentional  with  their 
scheduling.  “As  a  church,  we  need  to 
stop  honoring  workaholics,”  he  says. 

When  work  hours  are  too  long,  little 
may  be  getting  accomplished.  Mistakes 
and  destructive  alienation  increase.  The 
pastor  may  be  escaping  from  issues  at 
home  and  may  see  self-esteem  and 
church  success  as  the  same. 

“Part  of  the  stress  comes  because  the 
way  people  have  tried  to  relate  doesn’t 


James  Walker  Jr. 
work  for  them  any  longer,”  Dr.  Walker 
says.  “Many  are  caught  in  a  bind,  taking 
all  the  blame  or  blaming  others.  Life 
does  not  have  to  be  a  win/lose  battle. 
Through  counseling,  people  learn  how  to 
have  fulfilling  relationships  with  others, 
themselves  and  God.” 

The  program  faces  funding  problems, 
but  Dr.  Walker  is  hopeful  about  the 
future.  He  is  however,  less  optimistic 
than  he  was  last  year  as  the  program 
shows  a  deficit  of  more  than  $4,000  for 
1979.  Weekly  trips  to  St.  Louis  and 
Kansas  City  to  provide  services  may 
have  to  be  discontinued  in  the  future. 

One  committee  member  stresses  the 
need  for  laity  to  recognize  the  need  for 
this  type  of  service  for  pastors:  “We 
expect  them  to  be  more  than  human;  we 
look  to  our  minister  for  solutions  to 
problems  while  not  realizing  the  pastor 
himself/herself  may  not  have  someone  to. 
go  to.  If  the  laity  doesn’t  recognize  the; 
need  for  these  folks  to  have  someone  to; 
turn  to  when  in  trouble,  then  we’ll  have 
less  effective  pastors  and  congrega1 
tions." 

Mr.  Steele  is  director  of  commu¬ 
nications  for  the  Missouri  Area  and 
editor  of  the  Area  edition  of  TM/UMR. 
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‘Roots’  also  religious  quest 

Traditional  truths ,  historic  origins ,  basics  stressed  by  leaders 


By  FRANK  MAUROVICH 
Religious  News  Service 

The  search  for  roots,  so  much  in  the 
public  mind  as  a  quest  for  ethnic  identity 
and  cultural  pride,  is  also  a  current 
religious  phenomenon. 

Pope  and  Catholic  bishops,  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  Evangel¬ 
ical  churchmen,  rabbis  and  Islamic 
mullahs  have  all  been  in  the  news 
recently  stressing  historic  origins  and 
traditional  truths. 

The  most  sensational  example,  of 
course,  is  the  restoration  of  an  Islamic 
state,  led  by  the  Ayatollah  Khomeini, 
which  toppled  the  Shah  of  Iran. 

Less  spectacular  but  no  less  significant 
has  been  the  rising  insistence  of  church 
leaders  for  a  rediscovery  of  religious 
roots,  worn  away  by  the  enticements  of 


secularism  or  covered  over  in  the  rush  to 
social  activism. 

In  his  first  encyclical,  Pope  John  Paul 
II  recommitted  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  to  the  struggle  for  social  justice 
and  human  rights.  But  the  pontiff 
devoted  the  major  part  of  the  papal  letter 
to  stressing  that  that  commitment  is 
based  on  the  most  fundamental  Christian 
truth  —  Christ  is  the  Redeemer,  and  the 
human  person  is  the  redeemed. 

Pope  sounds  theme 

Earlier,  the  Pope  followed  the  same 
theme  when  he  spoke  to  the  Latin 
American  bishops  in  Mexico.  Far  from 
condemning  liberation  theology,  as 
widely  reported,  the  pontiff  said  that  true 
liberation  is  based  on  the  Gospels  rather 
than  Marxist  analysis. 


UMs  pause  to  remember 
the  old  days  and  ways 


FREDERICK,  Md.  —  United  Method¬ 
ists  from  two  churches  near  here  paused 
to  look  back  at  where  they  came  from  on 
a  unique  Heritage  Sunday  celebration 
recently. 

The  150  members  of  Thurmont’s 
Weller  UMC  and  the  nearby  Deerfield 
UMC  of  Lantz  worshipped  and  picnicked 
at  the  Eyler’s  Valley  Chapel,  once  an 
active  church  on  their  charge,  according 
to  a  report  in  “The  Saddlebag,”  the 
Frederick  District’s  edition  (Baltimore 
conference)  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter. 

When  the  three  congregations  were 
served  by  one  pastor  they  were  part  of 
Die  Vereinigte  Bruder  in  Christe  —  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ.  These 
congregations  later  became  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  and  then,  in  1968,  United 
Methodists. 

The  Weller  Church  came  into  existence 
in  1830,  just  30  years  after  a  group  of 
“unsectarian”  ministers  met  at  the 
home  of  Peter  Kemp.  They  had  great 
problems  with  calling  themselves  a 
church,  choosing  instead  to  be  a 
Gemeinde  (society),  a  Gesellschaft 
(association)  or  a  Gemeindschaft 
(fellowship). 

The  reason  for  these  German  names, 
of  course,  was  that  their  members  were 
all  German-speaking  Christians. 

From  the  beginning  they  were  closely 
associated  with  “the  people  called 
Methodists.” 

On  this  Heritage  Sunday,  the  adult 
choir  of  Weller  Church  sang  a  medley  of 
old  hymns  the  worshippers  of  the  original 
congregations  would  have  known.  The 
Rev.  Wilson  Shearer,  district 
superintendent,  dressed  as  a 
“gentlemen”  of  this  early  period  and 
preached  the  sermon. 


The  Rev.  Wilson  Shearer,  dressed  as  a 
"gentleman”  of  the  last  century,  gets  in 
the  spirit  of  a  Heritage  Sunday 
celebration  for  two  congregations  of  the 
Frederick  District. 


Eyler’s  Valley  Chapel,  once  an  active  church  of  "Die  Vereinigte  Bruder  in  Christe" 
—  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  —  is  the  setting  for  worship  and  a  church  picnic  as 
members  —  United  Methodist  since  1968  —  pause  to  look  back  at  where  they  came 
from. 

FREDERICK  DISTRICT  EDITION  PHOTOS 

j  ‘ Dear  Deborah’ 

Reconciliation  falls  flat . . .? 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  don’t  know  where  to  start  there  is  so 
'much  involved.  I  joined  my  husband 
after  eight  months  separation;  we  were 
going  to  try  again.  We  lost  everything  but 
the  house  he  was  buying  off  his  parents.  I 
agreed  to  live  in  the  house  and  we  were 
going  to  fix  it  up  to  make  it  livable.  Jim 
never  had  the  time.  We  have  no  bath  tub. 
the  doors  were  off  the  bathroom  and  our 
bedroom  was  completely  open  to  the 
children’s  so  there  was  no  privacy. 

My  husband  only  had  time  for  his  job. 
his  whole  life  was  being  built  around 
working. 

He  walked  out  on  me  and  two  weeks 
later  his  father  (who  is  a  minister  of  our 
faith)  served  me  with  an  eviction  notice. 
No  matter  what  happened  I  still  love  my 
husband  very  much  and  I  need  him.  He 
feels  that  he  is  being  guided  by  Jesus.  He 
goes  to  church  and  also  reads  the  Bible 
daily.  The  minister  said  he  has  become  a 
workaholic. 

I  know  I’m  stubborn  and  I  have  my 
faults.  I  had  refused  to  go  to  church  with 
him  until  he  treated  me  as  his  wife.  I 
worked  to  support  myself,  made  his 
supper,  washed,  did  the  shopping  and 
had  sex  with  him  when  he  wanted  it.  I 
would  have  given  him  my  pay  if  he  would 
have  pooled  the  money  together  but  he 
wanted  his  pay  and  he  wanted  to  manage 

Poem  of  the  Week 

I  The  journey 

By  ESTELLE  D.  BROADRICK 
Each  day  is  another  step, 

Towards  an  unknown  land  - 
I  shall  not  fear,  for  Jesus 
Holds  fast  to  my  hand. 


In  a  similar  vein,  the  widely  circulated 
“Chicago  Call:  An  Appeal  to  Evangel¬ 
icals”  called  for  a  rediscovery  of  “his¬ 
toric  roots  and  continuity.”  The  state¬ 
ment  by  42  Protestant  leaders  said, 
“We  confess  that  we  have  often  lost  the 
fullness  of  our  Christian  heritage,  too 
readily  assuming  that  the  Scriptures  and 
the  Spirit  make  us  independent  of  the 
past.  In  so  doing,  we  have  become 
theologically  shallow,  spiritually  weak, 
blind  to  the  work  of  God  in  others  and 
married  to  our  culture.”  The  evangelical 
scholars  called  for  more  attention  to 
biblical  fidelity,  sacramental  integrity, 
church  authority  and  Christian  unity. 

By  his  own  admission,  United 
Methodist  theologian  Thomas  Oden  has 
been  endorsing  most  of  the  theological 
fads  of  the  past  two  decades.  But  in  his 
latest  book,  “Agenda  For  Theology” 
(Harper  and  Row),  the  Drew  University 
professor  advocates  a  rediscovery  of 
classical  Christian  orthodoxy. 

“The  task  ahead  for  Christian  teaching 
is  to  grasp  afresh  the  classical  Christian 
traditions  as  a  power  that  transforms  the 
disorders  of  our  interpersonal  existence. 
How,  we  are  asking,  can  we  translate  the 
wisdom  of  classical  Christianity  into 
personal  forms  that  make  a  difference  in 
the  way  we  live  our  lives  together?,” 
Professor  Oden  said. 

Search  for  roots  ‘healing’ 

Far  from  marking  a  return  to 
sectarian  camps  or  past  polemics,  the 
more  perceptive  advocates  of  tradition 
see  the  search  for  roots  as  a  healing 
process.  The  authors  of  the  Chicago  Call, 
for  example,  proclaimed,  “We  must 
humbly  and  critically  scrutinize  our 
respective  traditions,  renounce  sacred 
shibboleths  and  recognize  that  God 
works  within  diverse  historical  streams.” 

Regional  “listening  teams”  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  in  an 
attempt  to  establish  closer  rapport 
between  the  national  organization  and 
those  at  the  grassroots  among  32 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  member- 
churches,  reported  a  need  “to  reconnect 
with  our  spiritual  roots.”  They  said  that 
“there  is  a  prevalent  feeling  —  though 
not  dominant  —  that  the  churches  have 
lost  their  spiritual  mandate  and  must  get 


mine.  Nothing  was  OURS. 

Please  help.  I  hurt  so  bad  inside.  No 
one  really  knows.  My  life  has  no  meaning 
without  him.  I've  tried  to  write  on  a 
friendly  basis  but  there  is  no  answer.  I 
pray  for  God’s  help  and  forgiveness  thru 
his  Son  Jesus. 

Yours  Sincerely, 
J.H. 

Dear  J.  H.: 

Do  keep  praying  faithfully  and  seeking 
God’s  guidance.  There  are  some  other 
things  you  can  do  since  you  want  so  much 
to  be  reunited  with  your  husband.  First, 
realize  that  the  situation  you  last  tried 
for  a  reconciliation  was  full  of  pitfalls  — 
bad  housing  (enough  to  keep  a  man  at 
work  rather  than  home  in  itself),  and,  I 
suspect,  too  near  to  in-laws  who  don’t 
sound  too  loving. 

Second,  realize  that  you  need  a  third 
party  to  help  bring  about  a  reconciliation 
in  proper  circumstances  if  your  husband 
really  wants  to  make  the  marriage  work. 
If  he  does  not,  then  you  are  wasting 
precious  time  and  energy  that  ought  to  be 
used  in  getting  on  with  your  life.  (Third 
party  —  a  minister  or  counsellor. ) 

Your  letter  makes  so  clear  the  problem 
we  all  have  to  some  degree  as  Christians 
—  it  is  easier  to  pray,  to  attend  church,  to 
read  our  Bibles  than  it  is  to  live  out  in 
everyday  circumstances  the  Christian 
life.  We  must  learn  to  be  patient  with  one 
another  in  these  matters.  God’s  blessings 
on  you. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 
“Dear  Deborah “  P.  0.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 


back  to  a  more  basic  faith.  The  same 
feeling  is  being  projected  -  often  rightly 
—  on  the  ecumenical  organizations.” 

In  Judaism,  where  tradition  is  the 
hallmark  of  the  Orthodox  synagogue, 
both  Conservative  and  Reform  rabbis 
have  reported  hearin^a  call  for  more 
traditionalism  from  their  young  people. 

The  ecumenical  movement  has  been 
given  renewed  impetus  partly  as  the 
result  of  the  intensive  common  search 
for  evangelical  roots. 

When  Catholic  and  Lutheran  scholars 
in  the  United  States  discussed  400-year- 
old  differences  on  the  nature  of  the 
papacy,  they  found  common  ground  in  a 
statement  concluding  “the  ultimate 
trust  of  Christians  is  in  Christ  and  the 
Gospel,  not  in  a  doctrine  of  infallibility, 
whether  of  Scripture,  the  church  or  the 
Pope.” 

Also  ‘divisive’ 

There  is  wide  recognition,  however, 
that  conflict  as  well  as  obedience  has  a 
place  in  the  church’s  relation  to  its  past. 
Anglican  theologian  J.  Leslie  Houlden  of 
King’s  College,  London,  warns  that  there 
are  no  easy  criteria  for  recognizing  the 
terms  and  limits  of  each. 

For  example,  Roman  Catholic 
traditionalists,  such  as  Archbishop 
Marcel  Lefebvre,  and  ultra-conservative 
Lutherans,  such  as  The  Northwestern 
Lutheran  writer  Reuel  J.  Schulz  who  still 
refers  to  the  Pope  as  Antichrist,  would 
probably  view  the  joint  Lutheran-Roman 
Catholic  statement  on  the  papacy  as 
conflicting  with  tradition  rather  than 
obeying  it. 

“Developed  theology,”  Father 
Houlden  said,  “should  see  itself  in 
dialogue  with  origins:  subject  to 
criticism  by  them,  in  so  far  as  Christ, 
seen  in  the  New  Testament,  is 
normative;  breaking  free  from  them,  in 
so  far  as  the  Spirit  of  God  leads  us  into 
new  paths.  The  church  does  not  simply 
reproduce  its  oldest  solutions  to 
problems.  It  delivers  God’s  word  to  ever 
new  circumstances.” 

In  other  words,  tradition  is  the 
experience  of  a  living  community,  not  a 
row  of  musty  books  on  a  shelf.  TTierein 
lies  both  the  consolation  and  the 
challenge  for  the  churches. 


YMC A  president  wants 
Christian  back  in  program 


MIAMI  (RNS)  —  James  0.  Plinton’s 
first  experience  with  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  (YMCA)  51  years 
ago  was  not  very  Christian.  The  14-year- 
old  youth  was  barred  from  membership 
in  the  new  “Y”  in  Westfield,  N.J., 
because  the  donor  of  the  pool  didn’t  want 
blacks  in  it. 

In  the  32  years  it  took  Mr.  Plinton  to 
really  get  over  that  snub  and  finally  get 
involved  with  the  “Y,”  the  organization 
had  become,  in  many  places,  less  and 
less  Christian  in  its  programs  as  well  as 
in  some  of  its  actions,  he  found. 

Now,  as  the  recently  elected  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  the  YMCAs  of 
the  USA,  “my  major  goal  is  to  put 
‘Christian’  back  into  the  ‘Y’,”  says  Mr. 
Plinton. 

The  commitment  to  emphasize  Christ 
in  all  areas  of  life  is  a  strong  one  for  Mr. 
Plinton,  whp  is  vice-president  for  market 
development  for  Eastern  Airlines,  where 
he  helps  to  organize  employee  prayer 
groups. 

“It  is  essential  that  I  testify  to  the 
practicality  and  viability  of  my  faith,” 
says  the  new  YMCA  leader,  who  also 
serves  as  a  trustee  of  Florida  Memorial 
College  and  as  a  director  of  the  Urban 
League  of  Greater  Miami. 

“Without  that  faith,  I  doubt  seriously  if 
I  would  be  alive  today,"  he  said. 

The  core  of  Mr.  Plinton’s  faith  is  “a 
belief  in  a  living  God  and  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  His  son.”  And  out  of  that  core 
grows  his  conviction  that  he  should 
“abide  by  the  Commandments  and 
propagate,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

That  faith  is  buttressed  by  a  pixie-like 
sense  of  humor  which  often  has  been  the 
instrument  either  of  his  circumventing 
or  coping  with  situations.  It  also  is  shored 
by  the  determination  of  friends  to  live 
their  faith  by  his  side. 

Both  kinds  of  strength  helped  Mr. 
Plinton  weather  that  first  incident  at  the 
“Y.” 

Two  members  of  the  Y’s  board  of 
directors  resigned  because  of  the  rule 
barring  Mr.  Plinton  from  membership  in 
the  “Y.”  And  several  of  his  high  school 
buddies  —  most  of  them  white  —  invited 
him  to  join  the  Hi-Y.  They  knew  the  Hi-Y 
members  were  going  to  be  rewarded 
with  a  swim  in  the  new  “Y”  pool  for 
collecting  newspapers  to  help  finance 
construction  of  the  “Y.” 

“So  I  swam  anyway  —  twice  — 
although  I  was  not  able  to  join,”  the 
highest  ranking  black  executive  in  the 
airline  industry  recalls  with  a  smile. 

Ironically,  it  was  because  his  son 
wanted  to  swim  in  a  YMCA  pool  in  order 
to  train  for  the  Olympic  tryouts  that  Mr. 
Plinton  revived  his  interest  in  the  “Y”  in 
Plainfield,  N.J.,  in  1960.  By  that  time,  he 
had  become  an  executive  with  Trans 
World  Airlines. 

He  had  previously  been  one  of  the 
•  handful  of  blacks  who  became  pilots  in 
the  Army  Air  Corps  during  World  War  II 
and  had  helped  to  establish  new  national 
airlines  in  Ecuador  and  Haiti. 

Within  six  years,  Mr.  Plinton  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Plainfield  “Y”  and  he  has  been  involved 
in  YMCA  work  ever  since. 

Mr.  Plinton  moved  to  Miami  eight 


years  ago  and  fol-  RB) 
lowed  his  pattern  of 
joining  a  church  | 
and  joining  the  "Y,"  I 
where  he  swims 
daily  when  he  is  in  K 

Mr.  Plinton  is  a  * 
member  of  the  Per- 
rine  First  Baptist  . 

Church  whefe  he  / 

sings  in  the  choir.  James  O.  Plinton 

His  involvement  in  bringing  the  Y’s 
National  Crisis  Group  here  to  diffuse 
explosive  situations  during  tl^  political 
conventions  brought  wide  attention  to 
Mr.  Plinton  within  the  YMCA  organ¬ 
ization  and  he  was  invited  to  serve 
on  the  national  board  developing  policy 
for  1,821  chapters  —  including  10  in 
Miami,  Nationwide,  the  YMCA  has 
9,801,296  members  and  more  than  four 
million  others  participated  in  “Y” 
programs. 

Mr.  Plinton  was  made  chairman  of  the 
Urban  Action  Program  Development 
Committee  where  one  of  the  seven 
program  goals  the  committee 
established  was  to  teach  Christian 
values. 

“We  wanted  to  get  off  the  materialistic 
accent  and  get  into  the  spiritual  values 
accent,”  explains  the  executive  who 
relaxes  by  playing  the  piano  or  organ 
when  he  is  not  near  a  pool. 

He  believes  the  continuation  of  that 
emphasis  will  help  unify  the  Y 
organization  where  there  are  “groups  in 
the  Y  and  groups  of  Ys  which  have  gone 
off  on  tangents.”  Mr.  Plinton  said  those 
are  mostly  campus  or  black 
organizations  or  Ys  in  areas  where  there 
has  been  community  pressure  to  ignore 
or  downplay  the  historic  Christian  basis 
for  the  YMCA. 

“We’re  once  again  helping  them 
financially,  giving  them  a  vote  and 
providing  them  staff  in  an  effort  to 
influence  them  toward  our  goals,”  he 
said  of  the  estranged  groups. 

Jewish- Christian 
post  assumed  by 
UM  minister 

GENEVA,  Switzerland  (RNS)  —  The 
Rev.  Allan  R.  Brockway,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  former  editor  of 
engage/social  action  magazine,  has  been 
appointed  associate  for  Christian-Jewish 
relations  for  the  World  Council  of 
Churchs  (WCC). 

Since  leaving  the  editorship  of  the 
magazine  last  year,  he  has  been  a 
program  specialist  for  the  Dallas-North 
Texas  Region  of  the  National  Conference 
of  Christians  and  Jews  in  the  United 
States. 

For  the  past  year,  the  Christian-Jewish 
relations  post  at  the  World  Council  has 
been  occupied  by  Dr.  Maas  Boertien,  a 
Dutch  linguist.  He  assumed  the  position 
following  the  departure  of  Dr.  Franz  von 
Hammerstein,  who  left  in  June  1978  to  join 
the  staff  of  the  Evangelische  Akademie 
in  West  Berlin. 


V  NEW  YORK  — 
5  Cardinal  Terence 
%  Cooke,  left,  walks 
Xwith  the  Dalai 
%Lama,  exiled 
j*  Buddhist  leader  of 
•|Tibet,  down  the 
j:  aisle  at  an  inter- 
>  faith  service. 
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;!  Dalai  Lama  visits 


Buddhism  familiar  yet 
little  understood  faith 


<  NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  arrival 
>:  in  the  United  States  of  the  exiled  Dalai 
:•  Lama,  the  Tibetan  “god-king,”  has 
§  aroused  a  wave  of  new  public  interest 
:j;  in  Buddhism,  the  2,500-year-old  East- 
Jj  ern  religion  which  is  familiar  yet 
>;  little  understood. 

Popular  impressions  of  Buddhism 
>•  which  come  to  mind  include  fat 
Buddha  statues  and  jade  Buddha 
charms;  orange-robed  Buddhist 
priests  and  nuns  burning  themselves 
:ji  during  the  Vietnam  war;  Zen 
:•!  meditation  and  riddles;  chanting  and 
$  the  sound  of  gongs;  silence;  burning 
x  incense;  terms  such  as  “enlight- 
5  enment”  and  “nirvana.” 

Buddhism  is  a  religion  based  on  the 
•j:  teaching  of  Siddhartha  Gautama,  an 
•:  Indian  prince  who  lived  in  the  6th 
:•  Century  B.C.,  and  became  known  as 
•:  the  Buddha  ( enlightened  one ) . 

•:  Buddhism  split  into  several 

>  branches,  thousands  of  schools,  and 
hundreds  of  sects  as  it  spread 

•:  throughout  the  world  over  the 

>  centuries.  There  are  said  to  be  some 
•:  25,000  schools  of  Buddhism,  not  all  of 
:•  them  operating  currently,  and  300 
•:  sects  of  Buddhism  in  Japan  alone. 

While  figures  vary,  because  no  one 
counts,  there  are  an  estimated  250 
•:  million  Buddhists  world  wide  and  at 
:•  least  150,000  in  North  America . 

|i  Like  other  world  religions,  Buddhist 
teaching  has  various  levels  of 
•:  understanding.  It  has  sets  of  moral 
:•  codes  comparable  to  the  Ten 
•:  Commandments.  Many  Buddhist 

>  sects  have  structures  similar  to 


Christian  churches  with  its  Sunday 
School  and  auxiliaries  for  women, 
men  and  youth.  There  is  also  a 
deeper  spiritual  dimension,  com¬ 
parable  to  Jewish  and  Christian 
mysticism. 

Tibetan  Buddhism  stresses  the 
deeper  spiritual  dimension  and  is  also 
acknowledged  by  scholars  to  contain 
some  of  the  mostc  ancient  Buddhist 
scriptures  and  oral  traditions  found 
anywhere. 

One  of  the  main  efforts  of  all 
the  Tibetan  orders,  which  have 
established  centers  in  the  U.S.,  is  to 
preserve  and  transmit  the  ancient 
body  of  Tibetan  culture  and  religion. 
In  addition,  the  Nyingma  order  has 
moved  ahead  with  the  goal  of 
applying  the  Buddhist  teachings  with 
Western  scientific  and  psychological 
knowledge  to  serve  humanity  in  the 
new  age. 

Buddhism  has  mistakenly  been 
described  as  a  God-less  religion. 
While  Buddhists  do  not  acknowledge  a 
personal  Creator  God,  as  in  the  Judeo- 
Christian  faith,  Buddhists  do  recog¬ 
nize  the  existence  of  divinity  and 
a  Divine  Intelligent  Force. 

As  in  other  world  religions,  the 
central  ethical  teaching  of  Buddhism 
is  that  individuals  must  live  in 
accordance  with  the  moral  as  welias 
physical  laws  of  the  universe  if  they 
are  to  have  sustained  happiness  and 
peace.  And  that  living  a  holy  life 
ultimately  brings  personal  happiness, 
happiness  for  all  others,  world 
harmony,  and  union  with  the  Godhead. 


General  Mills 
children’s  ads 
campaign  target 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  Three 
orders  of  Roman  Catholic  nuns  are 
engaged  in  a  shareholders’  campaign  in 
which  they  are  seeking  to  get  General 
Mills,  Inc.,  to  change  its  television 
advertising  directed  at  children. 

The  three  orders  have  placed  a 
resolution  on  General  Mills’  proxy 
statement,  which  has  been  mailed  to 
stockholders  and  which  will  be  formally 
presented  at  General  Mills’  annual 
meeting  Sept  24. 

The  resolution  asks  for  the  following : 

•  An  end  to  television  advertising 
aimed  at  children  eight  years  old  and 
younger. 

•  An  end  to  television  advertising  for 
sugary  products,  such  as  pre-sweetened 
cereals,  aimed  at  children  12  years  old 
and  younger. 

•  Where  ads  of  such  products  are 
permitted,  the  addition  of  messages  on 
good  nutrition,  to  balance  the  impact  of 
the  advertising. 

The  three  orders,  all  shareholders  in 
General  Mills,  which  is  based  in 
suburban  Golden  Valley,  are  the  Sisters 
of  Charity  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary, 
Dubuque,  Iowa;  Sisters  of  the  Sorrowful 
Mother,  Milwaukee,  and  Sisters  of  Mercy 
of  the  Province  of  Detroit,  Farmington 
Hills,  Mich. 

The  three  orders  are  taking  part  in  a 
nationwide  campaign  sponsored  by 
the  Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate 
Responsibility,  a  New  York-based  organ¬ 
ization  of  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions  and  Catholic  orders  and  dioceses. 
The  ICCR  had  other  stockholders  present 
identical  resolutions  earlier  this  summer 
at  the  annual  meetings  of  General  Foods 
Corp.  and  Kellogg  Co.  Those  resolutions 
were  soundly  defeated. 

The  ICCR  also  placed  and  then 
withdrew  resolutions  on  the  proxies  of 
Pepsi  Co.  and  Pillsbury  Co.,  after  getting 
assurances  from  those  companies  that 
they  would  try  to  modify  their  ad 
campaigns. 

The  push  to  change  General  Mills’ 
advertising  of  sweet  foods  comes  at  the 
same  time  the  company  is  being  named 
as  a  major  sponsor  of  violent  TV 
programs. 

An  NCCB  spokesman  said  most  of  the 
TV  ads  cited  by  its  survey  were  for 
General  Mills’  food  products,  not  its  toys 
or  games. 

That  survey  was  paid  for  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  American  Luther¬ 
an  Church  and  the  Church  of  the  Breth¬ 
ren. 


Close  to  Dad 

BROOKLYN  —  Levi  Yitzhak  Coleman,; 
son  of  Rabbi  Avraham  Coleman,  is  al| 
smiles  as  he  greets  a  visitor  to  th^ 
Orthodox  Black  Synagogue  in  Brooklyn. 

The  youngster  spends  many  free  hours 
doing  chores  for  his  father  who  is  the, 
spiritual  leader  of  the  small  congre^ 
gation. 

v 
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Celebrating  60  Years  Of  Service 


DOWNS  HALL  —  Downs  Hall 
serves  as  a  kitchen  and  dining 
room  as  well  as  classroom 
facilities  for  B.  Joseph  Martin 
School.  The  emergency  shelter 
care  program  is  housed  on  the 
second  floor  of  Downs  Hall. 
Extensive  renovation  is  sche¬ 
duled  in  the  immediate  future 
for  this  building. 


ALUMNI  OF 
MacDONELL  SCHOOL 

We  are  interested  in  reactivating 
contact  with  all  those  who  have  attended 
the  MacDonell  Mission  School.  Please  fill 
in  and  mail  if  you  attended  and/or  know 
the  whereabouts  of  other  alumni. 
Thanks! 

NAME  _ 


ADDRESS 

(include  maiden  name) 

(P.O.Box/Street) 

(City 

State 

Zip) 

PHONE 

YEAR(S)  ATTENDED :  19 _ to  19 _ _ 


MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's 
Services  will  celebrate  60  years  of 
service  to  the  parish  of  Terrebonne  on 
September  23, 1979  from  2: 00-4 :00p.m. 

MacDonell  is  located  in  downtown 
Houma,  La  ,  on  approximately  18  acres 
of  land.  The  facility  consists  of  ten 
permanent  buildings  and  one  temporary 
trailer  which  is  being  used  until  the 
present  renovations  in  Keener  Hall  are 
completed.  The  former  administration 
building,  McCoy  Hall,  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  May,  1978  making  it  necessary  to 
rent  two  trailers  for  administrative 
offices. 

MacDonell  was  founded  as  a  French 
Mission  in  1919  by  Miss  Ella  K.  Hooper,  a 
deaconess  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The 
mission  was  primarily  a  school  for  ten 
girls  as  Miss  Hooper  realized  the  need  for 
education  in  the  Houma  area,  then  a 
rural  fishing  village.  MacDonell  became 
a  children’s  home  in  1952,  serving 
homeless  children.  Since  that  time  it  has 
evolved  into  a  residential  facility. 
MacDonell  serves  those  children  who 
need  to  live  outside  of  their  own  homes 
because  of  personal  or  family  crisis. 

We  are  interested  in  reactivating 
contact  with  all  those  who  have  attended 
MacDonell  Mission  School.  There  is  a 
place  for  former  alumni  to  fill  out  and 
send  back  to  the  school  to  the  left  of  this 
article.  They  would  appreciate  hearing 
from  you. 

This  facility  is  governed  by  a  30- 
member  board  but  is  owned  by  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  For  financial  support, 
MacDonell  depends  primarily  on  support 
from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of 
the  UMC,  advance  specials  through  the 
conference,  and  private  donations. 
Additionally,  MacDonell  depends  on  the 
Office  of  Human  Development  for  fee 
payment  for  children  in  care. 


Miss  Ella  K.  Hooper  —  a  deaconess  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  foundress  of  MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services,  1919. 


Services  Provided 


MacDonell  and  Its 


Immediate  Future 


Present  and  immediate  plans  are  two¬ 
fold: 

FIRST:  In  September  we  will  begin  con¬ 
struction  of  McGowan  Hall,  a  multi¬ 
purpose  building,  to  meet  food 
service,  dining,  laundry,  recreation, 
infirmary  and  storage  needs  of  the 
agency.  The  first  floor  of  Downs  Hall 
(present  kitchen  and  dining  room) 
will  then  be  freed  for  much  needed 
building  repairs  and  renovations  in 
order  that  it  may  be  used  as  a 
residence  for  children  in  the  future. 
SECOND:  Through  September  and 
October.  Implement  an  orderly 
readjustment  of  present  building  use 
so  as  to  remove  the  Emergency 
Shelter  Care  Program  from  the 
second  floor  of  Downs  Hall,  as  it  is  no 
longer  a  safe  building  in  which  to 
maintain  a  24-hour  care  program. 
This  will  be  accomplished  by  con¬ 
solidating  the  two  boys  cottages  into 
one  —  namely,  Laskey  Cottage. 
Hooper  Cottage  can  then  be  adapted 
for  Emergency  Shelter  Care  and  this 
much  needed  community  service  will 
be  expanded. 

Once  the  second  floor  of  Downs  Hall  is 
vacated  in  October,  this  space  can  be 
adapted  temporarily  for  use  as  office 
space  (now  requiring  rental  of  trailer), 
play  therapy  rooms  ( presently  non-exist¬ 
ent),  and  the  on-campus  school  (sand¬ 
wiched  in  the  back  of  the  dining  room 
and  game  room  at  present) . 


1  -  To  provide  around-the-clock  care, 
education,  and  Christian  nurturing  of 
neglected,  dependent  children  in  need  of 
care  outside  of  their  own  homes. 

2  -  To  insure  that  all  children  admitted 
receive  the  best  possible  care  in  a 
Christian  environment. 

3  -  To  work  in  partnership  with  parents 
and  children  to  strengthen  family  ties 
and  to  assure  the  child  of  his  rights  to  his 
own  family. 

To  this  end  professional  services  are 
arranged  for  and  are  provided  by 
MacDonell. 


LASKEY  COTTAGE  — 
Laskey  Cottage  was  completed 
in  1967.  It  was  designed  for 
maximum  efficiency  in  group 
child-care,  housing  ten  boys 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  years 
of  age. 


Original  Hooper  Building 


ELIZABETH  Me  GOWAN  HALL 
for 

MACDONELL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  SERVICES 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA 


TRAILER  —  Some 
Administrative  offices,  along 
with  Social  Services  depart¬ 
ment,  are  being  temporarily 
housed  in  this  trailer.  Fire 
damaged  McCoy  Hall,  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  building,  in  May, 
1978,  making  it  necessary  to 
rent  trailers  in  order  to  con¬ 
tinue  administrative  operations. 

The  honorarium  plaque  hangs  in  the 
Administration  Building.  It  is  engraved 
with  the  person  being  honored  and  the 
name  of  the  donor  for  donations  of  $100.00 
to  $500.00. 

Special  Gifts 

Special  Gifts  —  these  grants  are  for 
special  items  such  as  equipment  or 
furnishing. 


Ways  Of  Giving 

Memorial  Gift 

This,  is  a  gift  when  a  loved  one  has 
passed,  and  you  wish  to  remember  them. 

Honorarium 

When  you  wish  to  especially  honor 
somone  who  has  been  meaningful  in  your 
life  or  perhaps  a  retiring  officer  in  the 
UMW,  a  minister,  or  a  diaconal  minister. 

Gift  Of  Appreciation 

Simply  a  donation  because  you 
appreciate  the  fact  that  your  church  is  in 
child  care  as  a  mission  looking  after 
children  who,  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  must  live  away  from  their  own 
home. 

Addition  To 
Memorial  Plaque 

The  memorial  plaque  hangs  in  the 
Administration  Building.  It  is  engraved 
with  the  person  the  memorial  is  for  and 
the  name  of  the  donor  for  donations  of 
$100.00  to  $500.00. 

Addition  To 
Honorarium  Plaque 


KEENER  HALL  —  Keener  Hall  was  completed  in  1923.  It 
is  presently  being  used  as  a  living  unit  for  girls  ages  six  to 
fourteen,  as  well  as  some  administrative  offices.  Extensive 
renovation  of  this  building  is  nearing  completion  at  this  time. 


McCoy  Building  before  the  fire  May  1978. 


HOOPER  COTTAGE  —  Ella  K.  Hooper  Cottage,  named  for 
the  founder  of  MacDonell  Methodist  Center,  was  completed 
in  September,  1966.  Designed  for  maximum  efficiency  in 
group  child-care,  it  houses  ten  boys,  six  to  twelve  years  of 
age. 


McCoy  Building  after  May,  1978  fire. 


Ways  Of  Giving 


Memorial  Walk 

Memorial  Walk  is  a  double  row  of  live 
oak  trees  that  are  being  planted  for 
donations  of  $500.00  and  up.  A  tree  is 
planted  and  named  for  the  “person  who 
has  passed."  A  granite  and  bronze 
plaque  is  placed  at  the  base  of  the  tree. 

Honorarium  Tree 

Honorarium  trees  are  planted  on  the 
main  campus  and  are  given  for  someone 
you  wish  to  honor  for  donations  of  $500.00 
and  up.  Sometimes  it  is  good  to 
remember  people  while  they  are  living 
and  thus  we  have  provided  a  way  for  you 
to  honor  them. 

Endowment  Fund 

Any  donation  of  over  $1,000.00  can  be 
set  up  as  an  endowment  for  a  loved  one. 
The  income  from  the  endowment  can  be 
used  by  the  agency  and  your  funds  stay 
intact. 


Special  Days 

Special  days  appropriate  to  remember 
children  with  your  giving  are: 
a.  Christmas;  b.  Valentine’s  Day; 
c.  Easter;  d.  Mother’s  Day;  e.  Father’s 
Day;  and  f.  Thanksgiving. 

Wills  And  Bequests 

For  Wills  &  Bequests  —  see  your 
attorney  or  call  us  and  we  will  help  you. 


WESLEY  HOUSE  -  The 
Director’s  House.  It  is  the 
oldest  house  in  Houma,  built 
circa  1833. 
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Church  History 
Workshop  Planned 

A  Church  History  Workshop  is  planned 
for  Tuesday,  October  9th,  at  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  Reverend  James 
Christie,  chairman  of  the  Conference 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History. 

Dr.  John  H.  Ness,  Jr.,  executive 
secretary  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  will  be  the  leader 
and  the  principal  resource  person  for  the 
workshop.  The  event  is  designed  to 
provide  training  and  guidance  for  local 
church  historians,  members  of  history 
and  records  committees,  pastors,  and 
other  interested  persons  in  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond,  and  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  Districts.  Participants  from 
other  areas  of  the  Conference  will  also  be 
welcomed. 

Registration  will  be  from  2:00-2:30 
p.m.  on  October  9th,  and  the  workshop 
will  begin  at  2:30  p.m.  Dinner  will  be 
sferved  at  6:00  p.m.  and  will  be  the 
occasion  for  the  organization  of  a  Baton 
Rouge  area  chapter  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Historical  Society.  The 
evening  workshop  session  will  be  from 
7:00  until  9: 00  p.m. 

Cost  of  the  workshop  will  be  $5,  which 
includes  dinner  and  all  materials. 
Advance  reservations  should  be  mailed 
to:  Church  History  Workshop,  P.O.  Box 
1349,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  70821. 


Urgent  Notice 

The  Board  of  Directors  of 
Lameco  Federal  Credit  Union 
voted  on  September  12th  to  im¬ 
plement  new  interest  rates  for 
loans.  Interest  rates  on  signa¬ 
ture  loans  will  now  be  15%  an¬ 
nually  for  people  who  have 
been  members  for  under  three 
years,  14%  annually  for  those 
who  have  been  members  over 
three  years^and  12%-annually 
for  those  who  have  been  mem¬ 
bers  over  eight  years  with  $200 
in  shares  at  the  time  of  the 
loan.  These  new  interest  rates 
will  be  effective  October  1, 
1979. 


FUMC  Alex  Sets 
White  Lectures 
For  F all  Season 

The  Wally  White  Memorial  Lecture 
Series,  1979,  will  be  held  September  30 
through  October  2  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria.  The  guest 
lecturer  for  this  year  is  the  Right 
Honorable  George  Thomas,  M.P.,  P.C., 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
London,  England. 

This  will  be  Mr.  Thomas’  only  visit  of 
the  year  to  the  United  States,  even 
though  he  is  much  sought  after  as  a 
speaker. 

The  titles  of  the  three  lectures  are: 
“Human  Rights  from  a  Practical  View  of 
World  Politics  and  International  Law," 
“Human  Rights  from  a  Humanitarian 
Perspective,"  and  “Human  Rights  from 
a  Judeo-Christian  Perspective.”  The 
subject  for  the  Clergy  luncheon  on 
Monday  is  “The  Future:  A  Christian 
Outlook  for  Mankind,”  and  the  subject 
for  a  luncheon  with  an  Alexandria  civic 
club  on  Tuesday  is  “How  a  British 
Parliamentarian  Looks  at  America.” 
Mr.  Thomas  will  also  be  speaking  at  the 
10:45  a.m.  Sunday  Service  on  September 
30th.  The  lectures  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  September  30;  Monday, 
October  1,  and  Tuesday,  October  2. 

All  clergy  and  laity  are  invited  to 
attend  the  lecture  series.  All  clergy  are 
invited  to  attend  a  clergy  luncheon,  on 
Monday,  October  1  at  12:00  noon  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  luncheon  will  be 
hosted  by  Reverend  and  Mrs.  William  P. 
Fraser. 

Conf.  Youth  Dates 


October  19-21  —  Junior  High  Weekend 
Theme:  "Do  I  Love  Myself?  Do  I  Love 
My  Neighbor?” 

November  10  —  Fall  Youth  Convocation 
Theme:  “ Tough  Faith  for  Tough 
Times " 

February  22-24  —  Senior  High  Winter 
Retreat 

Theme:  "How  Do  I  Live  in  a  Hungry 
World " 

April  18-19  —  Youth  Events  at  General 
Conference 

June  2-4  —  Annual  Conference 


Computer  Purchased  By  Conference 


Cabinet  Retreat 
At  Toro  Hills 


Members  of  the  Larger  Cabinet,  their 
wives,  and  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Shamblin 
shared  a  Retreat  at  Toro  Hills,  across 
from  Hodges  Gardens,  near  Many. 

Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  T.  L.  James 
professor  of  Religion  at  Centenary 
College,  led  a  series  of  four  Bible  Studies 
on  the  themes:  “Jesus  is  Lord  and 


Christ”;  “Faithing  and  Trusting";  “The 
Gospel  of  Grace”;  and  “The  Will  of  God 
—  The  Kingdom  of  God.” 

On  Sunday  morning.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Shreveport, 
delivered  the  message  for  the  worship 
service. 


Webb  kept  some  of  the  pupils  after 
school.  Mary  Lynn  and  W.  T.  espoused 
the  same  notion,  but  Webb  “explained"  it 
to  them. 


D.  L.  came  down  from  Shreveport  and 
delivered  the  message  for  the  morning 
worship  service.  We  are  not  certain  what 
Mackie  is  saying,  but  it  is  obvious  that 
the  Bishop  agreed. 


They  look  serious,  but  it  is  after  the 
lecture  and,  actually,  the  Bishop  is 
telling  a  funny  story. 


Between  Bible  studies  the  gals 
discussed  their  needlework. 


Dr.  Jack  Doland, 
president  of  McNeese. 


UM  Named  President 
At  McNeese  State  U. 

Dr.  Jack  Doland,  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles,  has  been  named  president  of 
McNeese  State  University. 

Jack  and  his  wife,  Nell,  have  been 
members  of  First  Methodist  since  1970. 
They  have  two  daughters,  Diane,  and 
Mrs  Connie  Belvin,  and  two  grand¬ 
children,  Jackie  and  Heather. 

After  joining  First  Methodist,  Jack 
became  involved  in  various  activities  in 
his  church,  sharing  his  time  and  talents. 
He  has  served  on  the  Administrative 
Board,  the  Finance  Committee,  and 
served  on  the  Board  of  Stewards  for  six 
years. 


Women  Need  Wills,  Too 


By  ROBERT  F.  SHARPE 

While  “women’s  lib"  is  getting  its 
share  of  pro  and  con  treatment,  in  one 
area  at  least,  the  state  is  way  ahead  of 
the  “lib”  promoters.  This  is  in  the  area  of 
will-making.  The  state  treats  everyone 
alike  from  the  obituary  on  —  provided 
there  is  no  will. 

That’s  why  a  woman  needs  to  have  her 
very  own  will,  personalized,  to  do  her 
own  thing  even  after  she  is  gone. 

Consider  the  facts:  women  live  on  the 
average,  seven  and  one-half  years  longer 
than  their  men.  They  inherit  most  of  the 
nation’s  wealth,  and  pass  it  on  through 
their  wills,  or  allow  the  state  to  distribute 
it  for  them. 

Most  women  do  not  have  wills.  Many 
church  women  who  are  thoughtful  and 
careful  about  their  giving  while  they  live, 
overlook  the  Importance  of  having  an  up- 
to-date  will.  But  most  charitable 
bequests  to  all  causes  in  U.S 
philanthropy  come  from  women, 
therefore,  it  is  appropriate  to  remind 
church  women  of  this  responsibility. 

Their  wills  can  make  a  big  difference 
for  their  families,  and  for  the  causes  they 
believe  in. 

Whatever  else  a  woman’s  intuition 
may  be,  it  almost  certainly  must  include 
her  sensitivity  and  foresight  in  planning 
ahead.  She  anticipates  needs  and  with 
special  concerns  frequently  prompts  the 
action  that  results  in  husband  and  wife 
each  having  a  legal  will. 

“Harry,  what  would  become  of  the 
children  if  something  happened  to  both  of 
us  on  a  trip?  Shouldn’t  we  have  wills,  so 
we  can  be  sure  they  are  taken  care  of?" 
(Sometimes  the  need  is  even  more 
apparent  where  there  are  no  children 
and  the  heirs  might  be  remote,  even 
unknown.) 

Advantages  of  having  a  will 

•  You  can  be  sure  how  your  estate  will 
be  distributed. 

•  You  can  name  your  own  executor  or 
executrix. 

•  You  can  name  guardians  for  your 
minor  children. 

•  You  can  bequeath  more  to  the  espe¬ 


cially  dependent  relative. 

•  You  can  establish  a  trust  fund  so  that 
a  dependent  can  have  regular  in¬ 
come  without  money  management 
worries. 

•  You  can  include  a  bequest  for  the 
work  of  Christ. 

If  you  have  not  written  a  will,  or 
reviewed  an  existing  will  lately,  you  can 
do  so  with  some  practical  help  in  the 
booklet  we  are  providing  on  request  — 
“37  Things  People  ‘Know’  About  Wills 
That  Aren’t  Really  So.”  It  is  yours 
without  obligation. 

CLIP  AND  MAIL  TODAY 
To:  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana 

1010  Mid  South  Towers 
Shreveport,  Louisiana  71101 
(  )  I  would  like  more  information  on 

the  writing  of  a  will. 

(  )  I  would  like  a  visit  from  the 
Director. 


NAME__ 


ADDRESS. 


CITY 


STATE 


A  Precious  Memory 

The  lovely  ceramic  rosebud  lay  broken 
at  my  feet.  I  had  noticed  the 
accumulation  of  dust  and  had  tried  to 
clean  it.  Then  the  crash  came.  As  I 
looked  at  the  pieces  my  eyes  filled  with 
tears.  The  rose  had  been  a  gift  from  one 
of  my  granddaughters  some  years  ago.  I 
remembered  her  radiant  face  as  she 
handed  it  to  me  and  said,  “I  thought  you 
might  like  this  rosebud,  Grandmother." 

How  carefully  I  had  kept  it.  The  rose 
was  among  the  special  treasures  I  had 
moved  from  California  to  Baton  Rouge. 
Now  it  lay  shattered  beyond  repair.  As  I 
picked  up  the  broken  pieces,  I  thought, 
“But  the  love  expressed  by  the  rose  lives 
on  unbroken.” 

Claire  Goldsmith 


Around  The  Conference 


i  This  shot  was  made  before  the  game. 
I  You  guess  who  won. 


We  really  couldn’t  come  up  with  a 
caption  for  this  one;  but  you  do  notice 
who  is  standing,  who  is  making  the  point, 
and  who  is  listening. 


SLIDELL  -  First  UMC  began  its  Fall 
program  with  Chrysalis  Weekend,  led  by 
Rev.  Bert  Scott  and  Charles  Gaby,  both 
of  Centenary  College.  The  event  is  a 
concentration  of  activities  for  the  entire 
congregation,  emphasizing  Christian 
growth  and  development  as  exemplified 
by  the  maturing  of  the  chrysalis  into  the 
butterfly.  After  the  weekend,  eight 
follow-up  courses  are  in  progress, 
ranging  from  Positive  Parenting  to  a 
study  of  Revelation.  The  church’s 
committee  on  evangelism,  led  by  Bill 
Allsup,  was  in  charge  of  arrangements, 
assisted  by  the  pastor  and  the  youth 
minister. 

RUSTON  —  A  hard  back  book  will  be 
published  on  the  complete  history  of 
Trinity  UMC.  The  book  is  almost  ready  to 
go  to  press,  but  a  request  has  been  made 
for  pictures.  If  anyone  in  the  Conference 
has  pictures  pertaining  to  Trinity 
Church,  from  its  beginning  until  the 
present  time,  and  they  will  loan  them  to 
the  committee  to  be  published  in  the 
book ;  please  send  them  to  the  church  at 
P.O.  Box  1383,  Ruston,  or  call  Mr.  Jack 
Ritchie  at  255-4126.  All  pictures  will  be 
returned  to  the  owners. 

ARCADIA  —  Eight  persons  received 
two-year  wreaths  in  honor  of  two  years  of 
perfect  attendance  in  Sunday  School: 
Laura  Butler,  Reed  and  Norma 
Simpkins,  Ann  Margaret  Waits,  Martha 
Coppage,  Sondra  Waits,  Michael 
Coppage,  and  Michael  Waits. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  A  bus  ride  to 
Orlando,  Florida  was  sponsored  by 
Usher  Board  »2,  Brooks  UMC,  in  the 
summer.  Mrs.  Maggie  Ambeau  is 
president.  The  Gospel  Choir  observed  its 
7th  year  anniversary  of  service  to  the 


In  a  special,  “called”  session  last 
week,  members  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  heard  a  report 
from  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  concerning  a  manage¬ 
ment  study  which  was  conducted  to 
determine  the  feasibility  of  purchasing 
an  “in-house"  computer. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Hearn,  chairman  of  CFA, 
made  the  report  and  told  CCOM  that 
there  is  need  for  the  computer  and  that 
one  could  be  purchased  within  the  figure 
allowed  by  the  Annual  Conference. 

This  unusual  procedure  is  the  result  of 
action  at  the  Annual  Conference  which 
allowed  the  expenditure  of  “up  to  $25,000' 
from  the  Conference  Contingency  Funds 
to  purchase  a  computer  if  the 
management  study  revealed  a  need  for 
one,  and  if  the  CFA  and  CCOM  agreed. 

The  computer  will  be  used  for  a 
number  of  purposes:  1)  to  do  the 
accounting  procedures  necessary  for 
keeping  a  record  of  receipts  and 
disbursements;  2)  to  keep  up  with 
pension  records;  3)  to  handle  the 
hospital  insurance  program;  4)  to 
replace  cumbersome  and  outmoded 
Addressograph  equipment  (32  years  old) 
in  the  Council  on  Ministries  office;  and 


5)  to  keep  up  with  personnel  files  for 
ministers  (churches  they  have  served, 
birthdays,  educational  background, 
boards  and  agencies  they  have  served 
on,  etc.) 

Dr.  Caraway,  Director  of  Financial 
Affairs,  noted,  in  demonstrating  the 
computer,  that  more  critically  needed 
analysis  will  now  be  possible  and  better 
information  will  be  available  for  making 
decisions. 

Most  of  the  compuzer  programming 
will  be  done  by  Rev  Darrell  Mount, 
pastor  of  St.  Luke  UMC,  Lake  Charles. 
Rev.  Mount  has  an  impressive 
background  in  computer  science.  As  a 
member  of  the  Conference,  he  also  has  a 
unique  understanding  of  the  special 
needs  we  have.  He  has  offered  to  give 
those  talents  to  the  church.  The  persons 
making  the  presentation  to  CCOM 
repeatedly  stressed  that  the  initial 
programming  was  basic  in  determining 
how  the  computer  is  used.  Bishop 
Shamblin  noted  that  the  conference  is 
fortunate  to  have  such  skill  as  Rev. 
Mount  possesses  placed  at  its  disposal. 

It  is  expected  that  the  computer  will  be 
fully  operational  by  the  beginning  of  the 
1980  fiscal  year. 


DON’T  MISS  JUNIOR  HIGH  WEEKEND.  Mrs.  Ginny 
Ward  Holderness,  nationally  known  leader  in  Junior  High 
Ministry,  shares  her  expertise  with  a  group  of  junior  high 
youth.  Mrs.  Holderness  will  be  the  resource  leader  for  the  all¬ 
conference  JUNIOR  HIGH  WEEKEND  to  be  held  OCTOBER 
19-21  AT  CAMP  BREWER.  The  event  is  for  all  adults  who 
work  with  junior  high  youth  and  youth  in  grades  7,  8,  and  9. 
Activities  will  not  begin  until  10:00  p.m.  on  October  19th  so 
that  adults  may  attend!  Cost  is  $17.  For  more  details  contact 
your  pastor  or  Mrs.  Kathi  Finnell,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821. 

Members  Continued 
Ministry  To  Disabled 


church.  Mrs.  Kaedra  Jackson  Arnold  is 
president. 

NEW  IBERIA  -  Mr.  Ernest  Arnold,  of 
New  Orleans,  Conference  Director  of 
United  Methodist  Men,  and  Mr.  Ronald 
Sarver,  District  Director  of  UMM  for  the 
BRL  District,  spoke  to  the  newly 
organized  United  Methodist  Men’s  group 
at  First  UMC.  Mr.  Lynn  DeRouen  is 
chairman  of  the  Steering  Committee  of 
the  local  group.  Mr.  David  Phillips 
handled  the  refreshment  period. 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  The  Building  Fund 
Committee  at  First  Street  UMC  is 
engaged  in  several  projects  to  solicit 
funds  for  renovating  the  146-year-old 
Church  structure.  One  project  sponsored 
by  five  group  leaders  is  an  ecumenical 
Musical  Extravaganza.  Local  talents 
from  various  inter-denominational 
churches  will  render  musical  selections 
and  readings  for  this  event  at  the  Church 
sanctuary  on  October  28th,  at  4:00  p.m. 

HOMER  -  The  “Chapel  Notes”  of 
First  UMC  announced  that  the  Church 
School  would  sing  at  the  morning 
worship  service.  We  are  not  certain  we 
have  ever  heard  a  church  school  sing; 
but  further  reading  revealed  that 
members  of  the  kindergarten  through 
the  3rd  grade  under  the  direction  of 
Susan  Hayes,  Betty  Frye,  and  Linda 
Volentine  would  do  the  singing.  This 
relieved  us  considerably ! 

ABBEVILLE  —  The  pastor  of  First 
UMC  claims  that  he  has  discovered  the 
cause  of  Hurricanes.  Rev.  Wade  says 
that  hurricanes  have  something  to  do 
with  Methodists  planning  ice  cream 
socials;  because  every  time  they  plan 
one  in  Abbeville  a  hurricane  comes.  We 
hope  that  Brother  Wade  will  cease 
scheduling  ice  cream  socials  then! 


Mount  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans,  will 
celebrate  the  16th  Anniversary  of  its 
unique,  special  service  for  disabled 
members  on  World  Communion  Sunday. 

The  one-half  hour  service  is  held  from 
3:30  p.m.  until  4:00  p.m.  every  first 
Sunday  afternoon.  TTie  ministry  is 
supported  by  a  volunteer  choir,  volunteer 
ushers,  a  volunteer  transportation  team, 
and  many  other  persons.  Wadsworth  A. 
Davis,  Joseph  Pellerin,  and  Zachary 
Knatt  have  continued  to  pick  up 
members  since  1963.  Urselle  Lunnon  and 
Walter  Clanton  have  served  continuously 
in  the  volunteer  choir.  Myrian  Dutrey, 
the  other  charter  member  of  the 


volunteer  choir  and  organist  for  one  year 
is  now  a  disabled  member,  attending  the 
services. 

Disabled  members  are  contacted 
monthly  by  Myrtle  Washington. 
Members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  make  and  present  small  wall 
plaques  to  the  members  during  the 
celebration.  As  a  part  of  the  observance 
of  the  International  Year  of  the  Child,  a 
child  will  greet  the  afternoon 
congregation  in  place  of  the  chairperson 
of  the  COM.  this  year. 

This  unique  ministry  has  been 
performed  with  great  success  by  the 
Mount  Zion  congregation  since  August  of 
1963. 


Life  Begins  At  40 


On  September  17,  1939,  the  first 
worship  service  of  Broadmoor  UMC  was 
held  in  the  Music  Hall  of  Centenary 
College  Now  forty  years  later,  the 
church  is  the  fourth  largest  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

“Life  begins  at  Forty"  was  the  theme 
of  the  birthday  celebration,  held  earlier 
this  month.  Among  the  events  of  the 
birthday  party  were  a  service  when  Cecil 
Ramey,  longtime  member  of  the  church, 
spoke  on  the  development  and  growth  of 
the  church.  Mr.  Ramey  is  an  attorney  in 
the  city  of  Shreveport,  and  has  taught 
one  of  the  more  popular  Sunday  School 
classes  in  the  church  for  many  years. 

Dr.  George  Pearce,  first  pastor, 

•:  Rev.  Sandy  Facen,  Retired  Local  £ 

>  Pastor,  passed  away  in  Lake  Provi- 
•j  dence  on  September  4th.  Rev.  Facen  J: 
j:  retired  in  1961 . 


preached  at  both  morning  worship 
services  on  September  16th,  and  there 
was  a  birthday  party  in  Anderson  Hall, 
featuring  a  catered  meal  and  media 
presentation  called  “Life  Begins  at 
Forty,"  prepared  by  Jack  Hodges 
Advertising. 

Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  former  minister  and 
presently  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  delivered  the  message 
for  the  evening  worship  service. 
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Quantity,  quality  and  statistics 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


The  coincidental  convergence  of 
unrelated  news  reports  occasionally  cries 
out  for  analytical  comment.  Such  is  the 
case  with  two  articles  which  appeared  in 
TM/UMR's  September  21  issue. 

The  lead  story  on  one  page  detailed 
United  Methodism’s  10  largest 
congregations  in  terms  of  membership 
size,  average  worship  attendance, 
church  school  enrollment  and  average 
church  school  attendance.  This  story  was 
based  on  statistical  information  gathered 
and  released  by  the  UMC’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

The  lead  story  on  another  page 
concerned  a  recent  consultation  on  small 
membership  churches  which  included, 
among  other  things,  the  statement  that 
small  churches  are  often  paralyzed  by 
the  self-image  that  "small  means 
unsuccessful  and  inadequate  and  big 
means  successful  and  effective." 
Participants  were  also  told  that  there  is 
no  "inherent  integrity"  in  either 
smallness  or  bigness,  but  that  "quality" 

A  hopeful  sign 

The  Third  Assembly  of  the  World 
Conference  on  Religion  and  Peace,  which 
concluded  earlier  this  month  in  Prince¬ 
ton,  N.J.,  did  not  provide  the  world  with 
much  front-page  news.  In  fact,  this 
gathering  received  a  relatively  small 
amount  of  attention  in  the  religious  press 
.(see  TM/UMR,  Sept.  14  and  Sept.  21). 

When  one  considers  how  frequently 
religious  beliefs  have  been  the  focal  point 
of  war  and  strife  throughout  human 
history,  however,  a  measure  of  comfort 
can  be  derived  from  the  knowledge  that 
some  350  persons  from  the  world’s  10 
major  religions  met  together  recently  in 
a  common  quest  for  world  peace. 

The  purpose  of  this  gathering  was  not 
to  create  a  new  religion  blending 
together  the  beliefs  of  Christianity, 
Islam,  Hinduism,  etc.  Its  purpose  was 
rather  to  explore  ways  through  which 
persons  of  all  faiths  might  promote  the 
cause  of  peace  in  light  of  die  common 
conviction,  as  one  participant  stated,  that 
"humanity  no  longer  has  the  leisure  to 
fight  wars.’’ 

Neither  the  world’s  political  leaders 
nor  the  world’s  population  are  likely  even 
to  be  aware  of  the  declaration  which 
issued  forth  from  this  gathering.  Even 
so,  we  believe  it  is  a  hopeful  sign  that  so 
diverse  a  group  of  religious  leaders 
should  gather  and  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  persons  of  all  faiths  share  a 
common  interest  in  human  survival. 

This  is  but  a  small  first  step  in  the 
quest  for  world  peace.  However,  if  the 
adherents  of  all  the  world’s  major 
religions  could  be  brought  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  one  God  and  to  respect  the  humani¬ 
ty  of  all  persons,  an  incredibly  potent  mo¬ 
mentum  toward  world  peace  would 
result.  We  are  grateful  for  the  efforts  of 
the  World  Conference  on  Religion  and 
Peace  to  keep  this  hopeful  vision  alive. 

Welcome  to  new  local 
church  edition  readers 

With  this  issue,  two  congregations 
begin  publishing  their  own  weekly 
editions  of  TM/UMR,  whereby  their  local 
church  news  is  published  in  combination 
with  annual  conference  and  general 
church  news  and  mailed  directly  to  each 
member-family. 

The  new  local  editions  and  their  circu¬ 
lations  are:  Community  UMC,  Pagosa 
Springs.  Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  Con¬ 
ference),  200;  and  First  UMC,  Avon 
Park.  Florida  (Florida  Conference),  500. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  local 
churches,  we  say  “Welcome."  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  our 
other  readers  in  contributing  to  such 
columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter). 
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must  always  remain  the  primary 
consideration.  "The  church,  at  least, 
should  be  the  place  where  the  differences 
between  quantity  and  quality  are  made 
clear,"  one  speaker  stated. 

We  consider  both  of  these  articles 
informative  and  newsworthy.  We  believe 
it  is  interesting  to  know  which 
congregations  in  our  denomination  have 
achieved  outstanding  numerical  size, 
and  we  celebrate  this  achievement.  We 
likewise  found  it  interesting  to  learn  of 
the  "image"  problems  that  many  small 
membership  congregations  face,  and  we 
are  concerned  that  such  congregations 
not  be  looked  upon  —  either  by 
themselves  or  by  others  —  as  inferior. 

What  we  find  disconcerting  when  we 
lay  these  two  reports  side-by-side  is  that 
one  appears  to  underscore  and  give 
credence  to  the  problem  described  in  the 
other.  The  statistics  gathered  and 
reported  by  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  are  strictly 
quantitative,  with  a  focus  on  bigness.  By 
listing  only  churches  with  1,000  or  more 
members,  350  or  more  in  worship  atten¬ 
dance,  500  or  more  enrolled  in  church 
school,  and  200  or  more  in  attendance, 
CF A  implies  that  quantitative  size  is  the 
most  important  form  of  congregational 
achievement.  What  is  the  inevitable  mes¬ 
sage  that  such  a  report  conveys  to  the 
members  of  the  vast  majority  of  UM  con¬ 
gregations  which  do  not  qualify  for  inclu¬ 
sion  on  any  of  these  lists? 

It  would  be  equally  interesting  to  know 
which  congregations  in  the  UMC  have: 
(1)  the  largest  average  attendance  in 
ratio  to  membership;  (2)  the  largest 
number  of  members  received  on  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  during  the  previous  year; 
(3)  the  largest  per-capita  giving;  and  (4) 
the  largest  percentage  of  the  local  budget 
contributed  to  benevolent  causes. 

Such  statistical  lists  would  be  at  least 
equally  as  valuable  in  measuring 
"quality"  of  ministry  as  those  which  are 
presently  maintained.  If  such  statistics 
were  calculated  and  reported,  some  of 
the  same  congregations  which  are  in  the 
"top  twenty’’  in  membership  and 
attendance  size  doubtless  would  be 
included.  In  many  instances  the  UMC’s 
largest  congregations  are  also  among  its 
most  outstanding  in  their  quality  of 
ministry  and  outreach.  Statistical 
calculations  of  this  sort,  however,  would 
very  likely  include  many  small 
membership  congregations  whose 
numbers  are  small  but  reflective  of  high 
quality  in  ministry  and  outreach. 

In  the  final  analysis,  no  group  of 
statistical  listings  can  accurately 
measure  the  relative  quality  of  a 
congregation’s  faithfulness  to  the 
Christian  gospel.  Statistics  can  only 
provide  a  summary  of  the  tangible 
results  of  our  efforts.  Such  indicators 
should  not  be  rationalized  away  as 
having  no  value,  but  neither  should  they 
the  primary  objects  of  our  concern. 

°If  our  church  plans  to  continue 
recording  and  reporting  statistical  data 
—  and  it  is  unthinkable  that  any 
denomination  called  Methodist  would  do 
otherwise  —  then  we  believe  the  types  of 
data  we  keep  and  publicize  should  bear 
witness  to  our  affirmation  that  quantity 
is  not  the  only  measure  of  "success." 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 

Christians  should  consider  engaging 
in  additional  economic  boycotts 


SEPTEMBER  28,  1979 


By  M.  THOS.  SWANTNER 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  along 
with  other  communions  and  denomina¬ 
tions,  has  taken  a  history  page  right 
from  the  civil  rights  monument  of 
the  1950’s— boycott.  Many  church  groups 
have  amalgamated  their  collective  re¬ 
source  powers  through  the  Infant  Formu¬ 
la  Action  Coalition  (INFACT),  a  Minnea¬ 
polis-based  group,  to  express  dismay, 
disappointment  and  disfavor  with  the 
Swissbased  Nestle  Company  regarding 
the  latter’s  manner  of  marketing  infant 
formula  in  countries  of  the  Third  World. 

The  pressure  is  apparently  having 
some  hoped  for  results.  The  Nestle 
Company,  world’s  largest  distributor  of 
infant  formula,  has  deluged  the  church 
with  news  releases.  Letters  of 
explanation  and  information  pieces  have 
been  received  by  conferences,  clergy  and 
congregations  in  Nestle’s  attempts  to 
justify  policy  or  clarify  proposed 
changes  in  marketing  and  advertising 
style.  At  this  point  the  UMC  has  not  seen 
fit  to  back  down.  I  personally  hope  the 
church  "keeps  their  feet  to  the  fire”  until 
the  simple  demands  for  humanitarian 
priorities  take  precedent  over  economic 
considerations  and  incentives. 

Since  that  particular  boycott  seems  to 
be  working  so  well.  United  Methodists 
should  consider  using  this  non-violent 


My  Witness 

Why  I  ‘celebrate’  the  UMC 


By  ELBERT  E.  EARNEST 

Our  church  has  had  a  practice  of 
calling  for  "celebrations"  during  an 
informal  time  in  our  worship  service. 

One  morning  I  offered  the  following  as 
my  celebration: 

Today  I  celebrate  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Let  me  tell  you  why. 

When  I  was  at  a  very  young  age  — 
almost  too  young  for  memory  —  a 
Methodist  preacher  came  to  preach  at 
the  little  school  house  far  down  in  the 
hills  of  Southeastern  Oklahoma.  That 
preacher  had  a  profound  influence  on  the 
young  family  man  who  was  my  father. 

The  Methodist  Church  also  brought 
education,  primarily  I  believe  for  the 
Indians,  in  the  form  of  Fulsom  Academy 
to  the  little  town  of  Smithville, 
Oklahoma.  Though  I  was  too  young  at  the 
time  to  take  advantage  of  that 
institution,  I  remember  it  well. 

When  my  parents  moved  the  family  to 
the  Estancia  Valley  in  1927,  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Moriarity  provided 
the  church  and  much  of  the  social  life  of 
the  community. 

When  I  finished  high  school  at  Estancia 
in  1933  and  it  was  time  for  my  education 
to  continue,  a  presiding  elder  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  Sam  Allison,  saw 
something  in  me,  I  guess,  and  used  his 
influence  with  the  president  of  the 
University  of  New  Mexico  (who  also  was 
a  good  Methodist)  to  help  me  get 
admitted  and  have  parttime  work  at  the 
university. 


Through  the  church  I  met  my  wife  of 
40-odd  years. 

Wherever  my  career  as  a  teacher  took 
us,  we  found  —  we  hunted  for  —  the 
church. 

In  1945  when  we  moved  to  Espanola, 
we  became  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  which  in  time  became 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  then  some  10  years  ago  merged  with 
the  Methodists  to  form  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  was  our  high 
privilege  to  fellowship  with  the  devout 
and  dedicated  people  of  McCurdy  School 
and  the  Espanola  Hospital  for  10  years. 
The  late  Delia  Herrick  taught  two  of  our 
boys  in  their  first  grade.  Our  daughter 
was  born  at  Espanola  Hospital.  She  was 
baptized  at  the  chapel  at  McCurdy. 

This  church  has  been  our  church  home 
for  24  years.  Our  three  younger  children 
grew  up  here  in  Sunday  School  and  MYF. 
Here  our  daughter  was  married,  and 
here  our  twin  grandsons,  our  daughter’s 
boys,  were  baptized. 

A  church  college  helped  to  educate 
three  of  our  children  and  there  two  of 
them  found  their  life  mates. 

So  you  see:  The  church  has  been  a 
large  part  of  my  life  —  it  still  is.  You  now 
see  why  I  celebrate  it. 

“My  Witness’’  is  a  column  through 
which  readers  may  share  meaningful 
experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This 
week’s  contributor,  Elbert  E.  Earnest,  is 
a  member  of  the  St.  John’s  UMC  in  Santa 
Fe,  New  Mexico. 


technique  to  bring  pressure  to  bear 
other  areas  of  our  society  where  life  is 
cheapened. 

Item:  Paragraph  74,  part  5,  section  F, 
from  the  UM  Discipline:  ".  .  .  we  oppose 
capital  punishment  and  urge  its 
elimination  from  all  criminal  codes." 

In  light  of  the  flagrant  disregard  for 
this  stance  which  the  state  of  Florida  has 
shown  by  recently  carrying  out  and 
currently  planning  executions  of 
prisoners,  United  Methodists  should 
forego  vacations  to  that  state.  Urvtil  the 
governor  and  the  legislature  of  Florida 
reverse  their  position  on  the  death 
penalty,  the  effective  tool  of  the  boycott 
should  be  implemented.  Disney  World, 
Cypress  Gardens  and  other  such  places 
are  alluring.  The  tourist  trade  is  the 
franchise  of  Florida. 

If  we  truly  believe  that  all  life  is 
sacred,  we  may  need  to  make  our 
witness  in  such  a  dramatic  fashion.  For 
the  UM  college  students  who  long  for  the 
southern  beaches  during  spring  break, 
there  are  hundreds  of  miles  of  Gulf 
coastland  in  other  states.  On  the  other 
hand,  staying  up  north  may  be  a  good 
way  to  conserve  energy  just  now. 

Item:  Paragraph  72,  part  3,  section  1, 
from  the  Discipline:  “As  the  use  of 
alcohol  or  tobacco  is  a  major  factor  in 
both  disease  and  death,  we  support 
education  programs  encouraging 
abstinence  from  both.” 

The  magazine  “Better  Homes  and 
Gardens"  is  a  professional  and 
sophisticated  bit  of  journalism.  True  to 
its  name,  recipes,  house  plans,  home 
improvement,  plant  care  and  other 
helpful  homemaking  articles  are 
displayed  in  each  monthly  issue.  Many 
young  adults  subscribe  to  the  periodical 
in  trust  that  within  the  pages  will  be 
found  real  helps  in  becoming  the 
successful  homemaker/manager  in  the 
late  20th  century.  No  harm  in  that. 


But,  as  Nestle  jaded  the  truth  in  its 
advertising,  so  does  "Better  Homes  and 
Gardens.”  Between  the  articles  for  the 
successful  cook,  house  remodeler, 
interior  decorator,  gardener  and  home 
manager,  one  finds  exceedingly  clever 
ads  intended  to  lead  the  novice  to  assume 
that  success  in  those  areas  is  enhanced 
or  assured  by  the  consumption  of  bever¬ 
age  alcohol  and  the  smoking  of  tobacco. 
A  typical  issue  of  “Better  Homes  and 
Gardens”  (July)  displays  18  enticing  ci¬ 
garette  and  five  seductive  alcohol  ads. 

To  any  clergyperson  or  social  worker 
who  has  counseled  through  the  illnesses, 
budgetary  problems  and  social  or 
emotional  upheavals  and  disorders 
resulting  from  the  produce  of  these  two 
industries,  these  advertisements  reek  of 
falsehood.  United  Methodists  should 
demand  truth  in  advertising  from 
publications  entering  the  home. 

Since  “Better  Homes  and  Gardens” 
and  others,  I  am  sure,  choose  to  operate 
in  an  advertising  posture  which  runs 
counter  to  the  stated  position  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  we  should 
carefully  scrutinize  the  advertising 
policies  of  publications  which  come  into 
our  homes.  Where  those  policies  run 
contrary  to  the  official  stated  stand  of 
our  church  on  the  value  and  worth  of 
human  life,  cancellation  of  that  publica¬ 
tion  becomes  a  viable  Christian  option. 

If  profit  is  the  name  of  their  game,  I 
guess  we’ll  just  have  to  hit  them  in  the 
pocketbook. 

“Here  I  Stand’’  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
M.  Thos.  Swantner,  pastor  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Pana,  Illinois  and  Dr.  Ronald  D. 
Smith,  a  physician  and  member  of  the 
Grace  UMC  in  Fresno,  California. 


Our  church  needs  to  re-evaluate 
abortion  and  its  consequences 


By  RONALD  D.  SMITH 
As  a  United  Methodist  and  as  a 
physician  for  the  past  20  years,  it  has 
been  remarkable  for  me  to  see  how  our 
church  and  many  of  the  Christians  that  I 
have  come  to  know  have  done  a  180- 
degree  turn  on  the  subject  of  abortion. 

During  the  first  10  years  of  my  medical 
practice,  it  was  against  the  law  and 
considered  a  sin  to  participate  in  an 
abortion.  Most  physicians  and  Christians 
felt  that  this  was  a  terrible  thing  to  do 
and  considered  it  an  act  against  God. 

In  the  past  few  years,  since  the 
Supreme  Court  made  it  legal  to  have  an 
abortion,  many  Christians  feel  now  that 
it  is  the  right  thing  to  do  in  a  problem 
pregnancy.  When  I  look  at  the  number  of 
abortions  that  are  done  in  the  city  of 
Fresno  alone,  it  is  frightening  to  me,  both 
as  a  physician  and  as  a  Christian. 

I  would  like  to  recommend  that  our 
general  and  annual  conferences  take  up 
the  subject  of  abortion  again  and  do  a 


Meaning  of  ‘pluralism’  misunderstood 


To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Forrest  Wells’  "Letter  to  the 
Editor"  concerning  pluralism  in 
TM/UMR’s  September  14  issue  disturbs 
me.  While  he  claims  that  John  Wesley 
would  not  support  our  denomination’s 
stance  with  regard  to  pluralism,  Mr. 
Wells  really  does  not  himself  understand 
what  pluralism  is.  While  Mr.  Wells 
recommends  the  reading  of  Wesley’s 
sermon  on  “Catholic  Spirit,”  it  is  clear 
that  Mr.  Wells  has  not  read  the  sermon 
carefully  himself.  This  is  obvious  in  that 
Mr.  Wells  states  that  .  .meeting 
together  with  people  of  like  doctrine  and 
experience  was  a  MUST  for  him 
(Wesley)." 

The  only  like  “doctrine"  which  Wesley 
stressed  was  those  basic  beliefs 
comprising  the  essentials  of  Christianity 
—  those  basic  beliefs  held  in  common 
with  the  whole  of  Christian  people 
regardless  of  denominational  affiliation. 
Wesley  was  not  concerned  to  meet 
together  with  people  of  like  doctrine  with 
regard  to  non-essentials  and  contro¬ 
versial  and  speculative  opinions  in  the¬ 
ology.  Wesley  stressed,  instead,  the 
other  of  the  two  “likenesses"  Mr.  Wells 
mentions  —  experience.  Mr.  Wesley 
wrote  in  his  sermon  "Catholic  Spirit”: 
"Though  we  cannot  think  alike,  may  we 
not  love  alike?  May  we  not  be  of  one 
heart,  though  we  are  not  of  one  opinion?  ” 

One  of  the  best  short  definitions  of  a 
UM  understanding  of  pluralism  is:  "In 
essentials,  unity;  in  non-essentials, 
liberty;  and  in  all  things,  charity.”  That 
is  what  pluralism  means.  It  is  the 
freedom  to  disagree  on  non-essentials. 
Wesley  also  spelled  out  the  importance  of 
this  in  his  sermon  "On  the  Death  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  George  Whitefield.” 

Let  us  finally  set  to  rest  the  ludicrous 
thought  that  Mr.  Wesley  would  oppose 
pluralism.  If  it  weren’t  for  Mr.  Wesley, 
our  United  Methodist  Church  would  not 
have  the  wonderful  heritage  of  doctrinal 
freedom  on  non-essentials  which  is  ours. 

Gregory  A.  Megill 

Bryan.  Texas 

Pensions  board  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Occasionally  our  general  boards  and 
agencies  have  been  the  target  for  verbal 
attacks  such  as  “insensitive  to  the  wishes 
and  needs  of  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences,”  “inaccessible,  standoffish, 
aloof,"  "non-representative  of  the  av¬ 
erage  layperson"  and  "downright  un¬ 
trustworthy." 


After  completing  three  and  one-half 
years  as  a  member  of  a  Pension  Study 
Task  Force  for  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions,  let  me  say  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  finer  group  of  people 
than  the  staff  members  of  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions.  They  have 
continually  impressed  me  with  their 
dedication,  hard-working  spirit, 
sincerity  and  expertise.  They  truly 
combine  professionalism  with  a  genuine 
Christian  commitment  of  stewardship  to 
the  church  they  serve. 

As  a  layperson  in  a  small  local  church, 
I  believe  that  if  our  other  general  boards 
and  agencies  come  even  close  to 
matching  the  standard  of  excellence  that 
the  Board  of  Pensions  has  demonstrated 
to  me,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  and  every 
reason  to  be  proud  of  that  aspect  of 
United  Methodism. 

Gloria  Kauls 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

Amen  to  editorial 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen  and  amen  to  the  last  sentence  of 
your  August  31  editorial  —  “not  because 
‘it’s  a  sin  to  take  a  drink,’  but  as  a 
positive  witness  that  the  consumption  of 
alcoholic  beverages  is  not  necessary  for 
one  to  have  a  happy  and  abundant  life." 

At  a  recent  public  meeting  for  civic 
leaders,  I  looked  around  and  saw  that  of 
the  30  men  present,  only  John 
Longsworth  did  not  have  a  glass  in  his 
hand.  My  glass  held  Coke,  but  who  knew 
it?  John  was  the  only  one  testifying  that  a 
drink  wasn’t  absolutely  essential. 

Elden  Groves 
Salem,  Ohio 

‘Racism’  meaning  simplified 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  somewhat  concerned  that  I 
might  unconsciously  have  been  "racist" 
when  I  have  had  some  misgivings  about 
soft-pedalling  doing  things  for  white 
people  in  need  lest  I  violate  the  United 
Methodist  "racial  inclusiveness’’  policy. 

It  is  comforting  to  know,  however,  that 
I  no  longer  need  to  let  myself  be 
concerned  about  this  since,  because  I  am 
white,  I  am  automatically  racist  anyway 
and  can  do  nothing  about  it,  according  to 
Ms.  Jan  Douglass  who  made  that  clear  at 
the  United  Methodist  Women’s  National 
Seminar  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  August 
17-24  ( TM/UMR .  August  31 ) . 

It  simplifies  things  to  learn  that  United 
Methodists  are  now  expected  to  conform 
to  the  understanding  that  one  is  “racist" 


not  by  what  one  says  or  does,  but  by  the 
color  of  one’s  skin. 

Stephen  J.  Kennedy 

Needham  Heights,  Massachusetts 

Why  inconsistency? 

To  the  Editor: 

Once  again  I  heard  a  church  official 
state  that  designated  giving  “would 
strike  at  the  heart  of  the  connectional 
system."  I  was  moved  to  reflect  that 
when  a  body  is  unhealthy  and  not 
functioning  at  an  efficient  and  productive 
level,  sometimes  that  body  can  be 
restored  to  vibrant  and  glowing  health  by 
skillful  and  judicious  "open  heart 
surgery."  Might  it  not  be  time  to 
consider  such  a  step  for  a  church  body 
that  is  steadily  losing  vitality? 

I  was  also  struck  by  the  reflection  that 
the  ministers  who  complain  that  the  laity 
is  slow  to  accept  and  implement  new 
ideas  on  moral  standards  and  political 
issues  handed  down  by  the  church  are  the 
same  ones  who  react  in  blind  panic  when 
anything  (such  as  designated  giving, 
limited  staff  tenure,  etc.)  is  suggested 
that  will  change  THEIR  comfortable  and 
accustomed  pattern  of  life.  Inconsisten¬ 
cy,  is  thy  name  United  Methodist? 

Mary  Lou  Maxfield 

Admire,  Kansas 

I  got  a  different  message 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  your  August  17  editorial 
on  Dr.  John  Oswalt’s  view  of  the  role  of 
women,  I  went  back  and  re-read  your 
August  10  report  of  his  speech  because  I 
found  that  I  had  received  a  very  different 
message  from  him  than  you  had.  I  was 
struck  by  his  point  that  unless  the 
majority  of  women  choose  “building 
homes  and  families”  as  their  role  “.  .  .all 
civilization  will  be  the  losers."  I  heard 
him  raising  the  question  of  who  is  going 
to  nurture  the  children  and  make  the 
family  his/her  prime  concern. 

Today  many  women  are  going  to  work 
—  some  from  necessity,  as  always,  but 
others  to  "have  a  career"  and  to  “fulfill 
themselves."  Generally  when  a  woman 
desires  to  pursue  a  career  the  couple 
does  not  change  its  life  to  insure  that  the 
children  receive  the  same  amount  of 
nurturing  that  is  possible  when  the  wife 
is  at  home,  e.g.  the  husband  staying  at 
home,  both  working  half  time  or  choosing 
not  to  have  children.  Rarely  is  there  any 
longer  an  aunt  or  grandmother  in  the 
home  to  especially  care  about  the  child. 


Without  judging  any  particular  family, 
I  would  contend  that  in  most  cases  it  is 
not  good  for  society  that  children  do  not 
receive  more  nurturing  than  this.  Too 
many  Christians  today  have  accepted  the 
current  fad  of  society  which  says  that  the 
wife  should  fulfill  herself  in  a  career,  the 
husband  should  continue  his  career,  and 
it  is  okay  for  the  children  to  just  be  left 
behind. 

It  used  to  be  that  child-raising  and 
holding  together  a  family  were 
considered  worthwhile  and  fulfilling; 
why  aren’t  they  now?  A  major  part  of  the 
blame  for  this  can  be  laid  at  the  feet  of 
men  and  society  —  women  have  been 
treated  as  second  class  citizens;  child¬ 
raising  has  too  often  been  treated  as  an 
inferior  job;  and  women  who  didn’t  fit 
the  child-raising  role  had  few  options. 
But  by  now  we  should  realize  that  child¬ 
raising  is  at  least  as  important  as 
providing  for  the  family.  The  Christian 
Church  should  be  standing  up  for  the 
importance  of  the  nurturing  role  and 
urging  either  that  women  continue  the 
nurturing  role  or  that  men  replace  them. 
Finally,  the  church  must  cease  being 
part  of  the  current  fad  of  urging  couples 
to  "do  their  own  thing”  and  "looking  out 
for  Number  One."  TomArd 

Oak  Park.  Illinois 


thorough  evaluation  of  what  we  are  doing 
and  what  its  consequences  are  —  now 
and  in  the  future. 

In  my  medical  practice,  most  of  the 
people  who  come  to  me  for  consultation 
regarding  abortions  are  getting  them 
done  mainly  for  convenience  and  not  for 
any  lifesaving  or  psychiatric  reasons. 
The  many  patients  that  I  have  talked  to 
who  have  not  had  an  abortion  have  made 
a  very  successful  adjustment  to  having 
a  new  baby,  regardless  of  the  incon¬ 
venience  to  them  at  the  time,  and 
when  they  look  back  at  the  time  of  their 
pregnancy,  they  feel  th^tJt.was  theright 
thing  for  them  not  to  ijflve  an  abortion 
and  are  glad  now  that  they  did  not  choose 
that  way  of  dealing  with  their  problem. 

I  have  read  many  articles  which  have 
compared  abortion  to  what  happened  to 
the  Jews  in  Nazi  Germany  during  the 
Holocaust.  I  think  that  we  will  probably 
look  back  at  this  time  in  our  life  and 
wonder  why  the  Christians  failed  to  take 
a  stand  against  this  type  of  killing  that  is 
unnecessary  and  done  mainly  for  the 
convenience  of  those  involved  and 
without  dealing  with  the  long-term 
consequences  of  what  we  are  doing.  I 
think  just  because  a  law  has  been  passed 
making  it  no  longer  a  crime  to  commit  an 
abortion,  it  does  not  make  it  right 
morally  or  spiritually. 


“CAKe  tbis 
,  ADO.  „ 
sbARe  ic” 


World  Communion  Sunday 
October  7, 1979 

Share  the  cup  and  the  loaf.  As  we  take  of 
the  cup  and  the  loaf,  in  the  company  of  Chris¬ 
tians  around  the  world  on  this  day,  we  publicly 
affirm  our  commitment  to  Christ  and  are  thank¬ 
ful  for  God’s  grace 

Share  in  special  ministries.  Our  disciple- 
ship  includes  a  commitment  to  carry  on  his 
ministry.  United  Methodists  share  in  ministries 
to  many  persons  through  the  World  Communion 
Offering 

Crusade  Scholars -Minority  Scholars -United 
Methodist  Chaplains 


United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Oavis  St 
Evanston,  III  60201 


Finally... 


...  A  United  Methodist  clergy 
patch  of  colorfos*  material.  Most  suitable 
and  very  appropriate  for  your  finest  robes, 
stoles  shirts,  jockefs,  etc.  Red  flame,  black 
cross,  lettering  and  border.  Embroidered 
on  snow-white  linen-like  background. 

Actual  size:  2J/«  X  4V*".  Cost:  $2.25  eo. 
or  3  for  $5.50  postage  paid.  Send  check, 
money  order  or  Master  Charge  Visa 
number  and  exp  date  to:  Rev.  Carl  R. 
Cowan,  7616  Crestland  Dr.,  Knoxville, 
Tenn. 37918. 


Name 


Master  Charge  Visa  No. 
Expiration  Date 
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Unhappy  sitting  on  sidelines 


Judge  trades  bench  for  pulpit 


DUNCAN,  OKLA  (RNS)  -  One 
day  last  year,  Judge  Clint  Livingston 
traded  his  coveted  bench  for  a  pulpit, 
and  became  Pastor  Clint  Livingston 
to  a  small  United  Methodist 
congregation  here. 

At  age  61,  after  serving  as  a 
prosecuting  attorney,  as  a  member  of 
the  Oklahoma  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  for  eight  years,  as  speaker 
of  the  house  for  two  years,  and 
as  a  federal  and  district  judge  for 
more  than  a  decade,  Judge  Livingston 
turned  his  back  on  certain  re-election 
to  serve  the  Lord  full-time. 

His  Honor  was  living  the  good  life  in 
Marietta,  Okla.  —  with  a  wife,  two 
grown  sons,  nice  home,  big  cars, 
liberal  insurance  program,  he  was 
widely  traveled  and  looking  toward  a 
generous  pension.  After  all.  he  was 
a  judge,  and  the  American  system 
looks  kindly  on  those  who  wield  the 
gavel  of  justice. 

But  for  some  time,  the  tall,  lanky 
self-made  Okie  was  restless. 

“I  felt  I  was  a  pretty  good 
Christian,”  he  said  in  a  recent 
interview  in  Dallas  “I  don’t  rob,  I 
don't  rape,  I  don’t  kill,  I  don’t  steal. 

I  m  thankful  I  don’t,  but  I  knew  I 
wasn't  doing  enough,  sitting  on  the 
sidelines  of  life  saying  I’m  a  good 
person  1  wasn’t  at  peace  with  myself 
I  wanted  God  to  tell  me  what  I 


Clint  Livingston 

could  do  to  serve  Him  as  completely 
as  a  human  being  can.’’ 

Judge  Livingston  said  he  prayed  for 
five  years,  then  in  April  last  year,  the 
congregation  of  Wesley  UMC  in 
Duncan  needed  a  pastor,  and  he  was 
asked  to  serve. 

“I  played  Jonah,  then  Moses,”  he 
recalled,  “thinking  of  all  the  reasons 
why  1  was  not  qualified  or  competent 
to  serve.  Then  suddenly  it  hit  me 


After  all  these  years,  God  was  answer¬ 
ing  my  prayer  ” 

Judge  Livingston  accepted  the 
pastorate  and  completed  a  4-week 
course  of  concentrated  studies  to 
qualify  lay  pastors  for  denom¬ 
inational  certification  this  summer 

Judge  Livingston  balks  at  citing  his 
stepping  from  the  bench  to  the  pulpit 
as  a  move  to  pursue  a  second  career. 
He  said  God  was  always  guiding  him 
in  his  profession,  whether  it  was  when 
he  counseled  juvenile  delinquents  and 
their  families,  or  talking  a  couple  out 
of  a  divorce  if  he  felt  they  were  acting 
hastily. 

“Christianity  is  not  a  career,"  he 
said.  “I’m  not  one  of  those  who  had  a 
so-called  born-again  experience  and 
gave  up  all  to  serve  the  Lord.  I 
accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior  at  the  age  of  seven  This  is  a 
continuation  of  my  maturity  in  Christ. 
I’m  making  no  sacrifices.” 

The  judge  said  he  has  “never 
prayed  for  material  things  because  I 
always  believe  God  when  He  said  He 
would  provide,  so  I  am  not  giving  up 
anything.  I’m  just  moving  along  in  my 
Christian  experience  which  has  been 
a  gradual  ongoing  process.”  He  said 
he  has  depended  on  the  help  and 
guidance  that  he  felt  only  God  could 
provide 


UMs  join  rights  watch 

Interceding  for  prisoners  said  in  Jesus9  steps 


Four  cit  y  pilot  project 

Churches  ‘out  to  get’  single  adults 


By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist 
churches  are  “out  to  get”  single  adults. 
At  least ,  in  four  cities  they  are 

Through  a  pilot  project  of  United 
Methodist  Communications,  selected  UM 
churches  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Rapid 
City,  S.D.,  Pittsburgh  and  Los  Angeles 
will  be  provided  with  advertising  for  use 
in  their  local  media  for  13  weeks, 
beginning  Oct.  15.  and  be  serviced  with 
resources  to  aid  them  in  single  adult 
ministry.  Advertising  is  designed  to 
attract  single  adults  —  single  by  “choice 
or  change"  —  to  the  singles  outreach 
ministry  of  the  particular  church. 

The  number  of  singles  in  the  U.S.  is 
growing,  said  Kathy  Dale,  the  associate 
producer  here  in  charge  of  the  project. 
The  divorce  rate  is  increasing,  persons 
are  being  widowed,  and  singleness  is 
becoming  a  more  accepted  way  of  life, 
she'  Said.  whilfe  membership  among  this 
group  is  droppihg 

The  point  of  the  campaign,  Ms.  Dale 
said,  is  twofold:  (1)  to  focus  the  eyes  of 
the  church  on  an  overlooked  group  — 


One 

.with 

Another 


"SOLD!  PRICE?  $40. 


Can  you  imagine  a  father  trying  to 
sell  such  a  fine  little  girl!  Her  name 
is  Tomasa  and  she  is  from 
Guatemala  Her  mother  is  dead  and 
the  father  is  a  drunkard.  Tomasa 
had  no  future  at  home  and  less  of  one 
when  her  father  tried  to  sell  her. 
Fortunately,  the  kindly  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  orphanage  rescued  her. 

Children  are  our  most  precious 
commodity  and  since  1965  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.,  a  Christian  non¬ 
profit  organization,  has  been 
proving  that  people  around  the 
world  care  about  the  needs  of 
children  just  like  Tomasa.  These 
people  become  sponsors  by 
providing  one  particular  child’s 
needs  through  the  WCI  sponsorship 
program  The  fee?  Only  $10  a  month 
which  is  tax-deductible.  And  more 
good  news  in  these  inflationary 
times  —  88%  of  all  funds  received  in 
1978  were  sent  on  for  the  children’s 
benfit.  An  audit  is  available  upon 
request. 

Wouldn’t  you  like  to  sponsor  one  of 
these  deserving  youngsters?  You 
would  receive  full  biographical 
information  on  the  child  plus  news  of 
the  Christian  orphanage  where  the 
child  receives  care.  “Your”  child’s 
picture,  name  and  address  will  be 
sent  you.  You  can  correspond  with 
the  child  if  you  wish.  No  contracts 
are  signed  with  WCI. 

What  joy  you  could  bring  to  the 
heart  of  one  of  these  youngsters! 
This  month  children  are  available 
for  care  in  Japan,  Mexico. 
Gautemala,  India  and  Malaysia 
Please  write  for  more  news : 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 

the  need  is  greatest  _ _ 

1  prefer  a  child  in _ 

Enclosed  is  payment  for  first 

month _ _ 

For  full  year  .. _ 


Street 
City  _ 


State  and  Zip _ _ _ 

Write  to  Mrs  Carol  A  Ivey,  Director,  P.O. 
Box  2379,  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  33880 


singles,  and  (2)  to 
provide  a  local 
church  outreach 
ministry  to 
singles. 

She  expressed 
confidence  in  the 
media  as  the  way 
to  reach  the  single 
population.  “Everything  else  is  sold 
through  the  media.  The  church  needs  to 
get  out  front  and  get  media  time  to  sell  its 
program,”  she  said. 

The  newspaper  and  television  ads  and 
posters  are  contemporary,  and  utilize 
graphics  to  convey  the  message,  rather 
than  pictures  of  people,  she  said.  The 
radio  ads  use  life  situations  of  singles  in 
conversation  to  convey  the  message 
about  “One  with  Another,”  the  name  of 
the  ministry  program  to  be  used  by  each 
church.  The  ads  are  localized,  carrying 
the  name  and  address  of  the  particular 
church. 

She  said  the  ads,  developed  by  an 
advertising  agency,  also  do  not  have  a 
particularly  strong  church  membership 
thrust.  Instead,  the  messages  center  on 
how  the  church’s  singles  outreach 
program  can  help  persons  by  providing 
fellowship,  friendship  and  activities 
for  singles  of  all  ages  or  circumstances. 
“I  encourage  the  churches  to  place  the 
newspaper  ads  in  the  entertainment 
section  of  the  paper,”  Ms.  Dale  said. 

Family  oriented 

There  may  be  singles  present  in 
congregations,  but  churches  are 
basically  family  oriented,  she  pointed 
out,  and  they  often  exclude  singles 
unconsciously  in  programming,  as  for 
example,  with  “family”  night  dinners. 
Part  of  the  overall  project  is  to  help  the 
congregations  to  accept  and  be  more 
sensitive  toward  singles  as  they  are. 

In  July,  a  workshop  was  held  for 
persons  from  the  churches  initially  to  be 
involved  in  the  pilot  project,  to  enable 
them  to  work  with  groups  in  their  local 
areas  in  preparing  for  the  anticipated 
result  of  the  campaign  —  an  influx  of  new 
joiners.  The  Rev.  Wayne  Lindecker,  staff 
member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  responsible  for  single  adult 
ministry,  helped  design  the  training. 
“Churches  may  not  be  fully  ready  if 
single  adults  start  coming  but  part  of  the 
experiment  is  to  see  how  ready  they  are, 
and  learn  from  the  experience,”  he  said. 

Churches  participating  in  the  program 
were  chosen  from  more  than  150 
suggested  by  annual  conferences  for 
their  interest  in  single  adult  ministry, 
their  locations  and  potential  for 
cooperative  ministry,  Ms.  Dale  said. 
Each  one  is  different,  and  offers  varying 
types  of  single  adult  ministry.  In  Kansas 
City,  a  cluster  of  UM  churches  is  putting 
on  the  campaign.  In  Pittsburgh,  First 


UMC  in  Murrysville  and  Smithfield  St 
have  had  successful  single  adult  ministry 
for  several  years  and  have  done  some 
advertising  before.  They  hope  the 
campaign  will  help  to  broaden  their 
program  and  include  more  persons  in  the 
community. 

The  pilot  project  will  be  evaluated  by 
Douglas  Johnson  of  the  Institute  for 
Church  Development,  Ridgewood,  N.J. 
He  and  Ms.  Dale  will  meet  with  groups 
from  each  site  prior  to  the  ad  campaign 
and  after  its  conclusion.  The  success  will 
not  be  measured  only  by  how  many 
people  joined  “One  with  Another,”  but 
also  whether  attitudes  of  members  of 
the  congregations  and  communities  have 
changed  toward  single  adults,  Mr 
Johnson  said.  The  results  will  be 
submitted  to  General  Conference  in  1980 

The  Mass  Communications  Fund, 
created  by  the  1976  General  Conference 
and  administered  by  the  denomination’s 
communication  agency,  is  providing 
funding  for  the  ads,  and  some  additional 
resources,  but  each  local  group  has  to 
pay  for  its  own  air  time  and  newspaper 
space. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

“Announcing  release  to  the  captives 
and  freedom  to  those  in  prison”  (Isaiah 
61:1)  is  far  more  than  a  noble-sounding 
human  rights  slogan  for  a  number  of 
United  Methodists.  They  are  actively 
interceding  for  prisoners  of  conscience  — 
persons  imprisoned  for  their  beliefs, 
religious  or  political,  who  have  not  used 
or  advocated  violence  —  on  a  person-to- 
person  basis  through  the  information 
resources  of  Amnesty  International, 
(AI),  the  1977  winner  of  the  Nobel  Peace 
Prize. 

Although  few  in  number,  they  believe 
they  are  following  Jesus’  marching 
orders:  doing  what  He  did  and  would 
want  His  followers  to  do. 

“This  kind  of  involvement  on  behalf  of 
prisoners  who  have  no  one  in  their  own 
country  to  plead  for  them  is  at  the  core 
of  the  Gospel,"  the  Rev  Lorenz  Schultz 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  at  Davis, 
Calif.,  told  TM/UMR  “Our  impetus  for 
this  ministry  is  in  Isaiah  and  in  Jesus' 
announcement  of  his  ministry.  ’’ 

The  Davis  congregation  is  one  of  some 
20  UM  local  churches  now  participating 
with  over  400  other  churches,  synagogues 
and  mosques  in  Amnesty  International’s 
( U.S.  section)  Inter -religious  Urgent 
Action  Network  They  write  letters  to 
governments  urging  the  release  of 
prisoners  of  conscience  and  against 
torture  and  executions,  according  to 
Scott  Harrison,  coordinator  for  the  U.S. 
Urgent  Action  Network  in  San  Francisco. 

UM  participants  told  TM/UMR  their 
efforts  are  particularly  meaningful 
because  of  the  person  to-person 
dimension  But  there  is  also  frustration 
and  discouragement  as  more  often  than 
not  they  will  never  know  if  their  efforts 
do  any  good  (See  related  story  on  this 
page. ) 

Local  United  Methodists  also  know 
that  their  involvement  in  this  particular 
human  rights  ministry  does  not  have  any 
official  endorsement  by  the  General 
Conference  or  by  United  Methodist 
leaders,  although  several  church  leaders 
said  they  personally  support  it. 

What  do  they  do? 

Each  month  local  groups  in  the 
netw-ork  receive  a  mimeographed  sheet 
from  Mr.  Harrison's  office  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  describing  prisoner  cases  docu¬ 
mented  by  the  London  headquarters 
of  Amnesty  International.  Cases  referred 
for  “urgent  action”  by  the  London  office 
are  those  in  which  it  is  believed  lots  of 
letters  and  telegrams  could  help,  Mr. 
Harrison  said.  Usually,  but  not  always, 
cases  include  persons  imprisoned  for 
their  religious  beliefs. 

Amnesty  International,  which  has 
earned  the  reputation  worldwide  of  being 
the  “conscience  of  governments,” 
receives  more  than  one  thousand  letters 


President  breaks  ground  for  UM  chapel 

ATLANTA  —  President  Jimmy  Carter  turns  the  first  shovel  in  the  groundbreaking 
ceremony  for  a  new  chapel  named  in  honor  of  United  Methodist  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  at  Emory  University  here  last  month.  Some  4,000  persons  gathered  to  hear 
the  President  deliver  an  address  extolling  the  “intangible  values"  of  America  — 
"care  for  each  other,  commitment  to  freedom,  search  for  justice,  devotion  to  human 
rights  and  world  peace,  and  the  patriotism  and  basic  goodness  of  our  people.”  The 
President  also  received  an  honorary  doctor  of  laws  degree  conferred  by  the  UM- 
related  university . 

Standing  at  left  is  Emory  President  James  Lancy;  behind  the  President.  Henry  L. 
Bowden,  Atlanta  lawyer  and  chairman  of  the  Emory  board  of  trustees:  and  at  right, 
D.  W.  Brooks,  longtime  friend  of  the  President.  emory  university  photo 
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People  in  the  news... 


1 


George  Butchee 


Running  for  hunger 

People  are  so  accustomed  to 
joggers  that  no  one  paid  much 
attention  to  the  Rev.  George  Butchee 
as  he  jogged  the  streets  of  Schertz, 
Texas,  until  he  started  wearing  a  tee 
shirt  that  reads  Running  for  World 
Hunger.”  Now  the  pastor  of  Schertz 
and  Alamo  UMC’s  says  he  draws 
attention  from  two  directions  because 
the  back  of  his  shirt  sports  a  long  list 
of  names  of  sponsors  who  will  pay  $1  a 
mile  for  his  run  in  the  October  Las 
Colonias  de  San  Antonio  Marathon,  a 
26.2  mile  run  through  the  city.  He 
hopes  to  raise  $2,600  for  world  hunger 
relief. 

More  than  he  could  eat 

When  71-year-old  Owen  Grover 
realized  he  was  growing  more  garden 
vegetables  “than  1  could  eat,  I  just 
decided  one  morning  to  bring  them  to 


church  because  I  felt  it  was  a  shame 
to  see  them  go  to  waste  "  So  each 
summer  for  the  past  three  years, 
members  of  Si  Paul's  UMC  in  Lusby, 
Md  .  gather  around  Mr.  Grover’s 
pickup  truck  after  Sunday  services  to 
pick  and  choose  from  the  free  pota 
toes,  eggplants,  squash  and  other 
produce  he  brings  with  him 

One  sinner  to  another 

When  parishioners  of  St 
Wenceslaus  Catholic  Church  in 
Wilson.  Kans.,  go  to  the  priest  in 
confession  they  know  they  are  talking 
one  sinner  to  another  The  reason: 
Father  Emil  Sinner  is  the  parish 
priest  “Usually  the  first  time  they 
hear  it,  they  sort  of  don’t  believe  it  — 
that  a  priest  would  have  that  kind  of 
name,”  says  Father  Sinner.  “But  I 
always  kid  them  and  say  a  rose  by  any 
other  name  is  a  rose,  and  the  same 
could  be  said  of  a  skunk,  too.” 


a  week  seeking  the  release  of  political 
prisoners.  The  letters  come  from 
relatives,  friends,  clergy  and  total 
strangers  concerned  for  alleged  political 
prisoners. 

The  research  department  in  London 
investigates  each  case.  If  a  prisoner  has 
used  or  advocated  violence,  he  or  she  will 
not  qualify  for  AI  help,  although  if  the 
prisoner  has  been  tortured  or  is  under 
threat  of  torture,  AI  will  work  to  have  the 
torture  stopped. 

One  of  the  main  tasks  of  the  Urgent 
Action  Network  is  to  provide  rapid 
international  intervention  in  all  cases  of 
individuals,  known  by  name,  who  are 
under  the  threat  of  torture,  according  to 
AI’s  1978  report. 

A  number  of  churches  also  choose  to 
work  on  cases  listed  in  the  organization’s 
publication,  “Matchbox,"  some  told 
TM/UMR. 

Churches  also  get  other  requests 
concentrating  on  human  rights 
violations,  Mr  Harrison  said.  For 
example,  AI  is  concentrating  on 
violations  in  Guatemala  this  fall  in  a 
major  campaign  to  draw  worldwide 
attention  to  a  “wave  of  political  murder, 
torture  and  abduction."  AI  said  that  the 
bodies  of  more  than  1,000  victims  were 
found  in  Guatemala  in  the  first  four 
months  of  1979. 

Every  case  sheet  includes  background 
information,  a  description  of  the 
prisoner’s  situation,  the  type  of 
recommended  action,  addresses  of 
authorities  to  write,  sample  messages 
and  air  mail  postage  costs.  Usually, 
persons  are  asked  to  write  a  card  or 
letter  or  send  a  telegram  to  the 
responsible  officials  of  the  government 


involved  politely  indicating  their  concern 
for  the  safety,  well-being  and  freedom  of 
the  prisoner. 

“It’s  not  for  everybody” 

Participating  in  Amnesty 
International  campaigns  is  a  "very 
specialized”  way  to  work  for  human 
rights  which  will  appeal  to  a  limited 
number  of  people  at  any  given  time. 
Peggy  Billings  told  TM/UMR.  She  is  the 
author  of  the  1979-80  interdenominational 
mission  study  book  on  human  rights  and 
is  also  the  executive  for  Christian  Social 
Relations  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

She  said  the  division  has  not 
encouraged  United  Methodist  Women  to 
participate  except  one  time  last  year  in 
relation  to  women  political  prisoners. 

“We  look  to  AI  as  a  resource  and  for 
documentation  and  expertise,”  she  said 
“Their  work  is  increasingly  difficult 
because  the  number  of  political  prisoners 
in  the  world  appears  to  be  on  die  rise  " 
An  AI  representative  who  addressed  the 
women's  national  assembly  in  Louisville 
in  1978  said  the  use  of  torture  is  a  world 
“epidemic." 

Local  churches  with  Urgent  Action 
units  unanimously  told  TM/UMR  that  AI 
was  “non-controversial”  in  their 
churches,  although  some  UMs  do  not 
agree  with  its  campaign  to  abolish 
capital  punishment. 

Mr.  Schultz  said  the  issue  of  capital 
punishment  was  “the  only  question  ever 
raised”  in  several  churches  he  has 
served.  “We  make  it  plain  to  UM 
members  here  that  they  can  disagree 
with  that  stance  and  still  intercede  on 
behalf  of  prisoners  of  conscience.'  he 
said 


Letters  for  prisoners: 
Do  they  do  any  good? 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
Wondering  “if  it  does  any  good"  is  a 
major  concern  among  persons  who  take 
on  the  task  of  working  for  the  release  of 
prisoners  of  conscience  in  other  nations 
and  against  torture  and  executions. 

Combating  discouragement  is  one  of 
three  common  problems  TM/UMR  found 
among  local  United  Methodist  groups 
engaged  in  Amnesty  International 
campaigns.  (See  related  article  on  this 
page.)  The  other  two  are  (1)  finding  a 
good  time  to  work  on  prisoner  case 
sheets  and  write  letters  and  (2)  keeping  a 
group  going. 

Scott  Harrison,  the  Amnesty 
International  coordinator,  said  “the 
occupational  hazard”  is  fighting  off 
discouragement  and  doubt  about 
effectiveness.  After  all,  he  said,  “we 
work  with  some  pretty  hopeless  cases.” 

Amnesty  International  officials 
recognize  how  difficult  it  is  for  persons  to 
continue  making  appeals  and  wondering 
about  effectiveness  at  the  same  time. 
They  point  out  in  their  publications  that 
while  there  is  relative  value  in  statistics, 
it  is  a  fact  that  information  available 
indicates  definite  improvement  in  the 
situation  of  the  prisoner!  s)  in  about  one- 
half  of  the  cases  taken  up. 

They  emphasize,  however,  that  a 
direct  correlation  between  appeals  and 
subsequent  improvement  is  hard  to 
establish  —  if  not  impossible.  But  there 
are  other  values  gained  from  a  regular 
flow  of  appeals  into  a  given  country,  they 
say.  Letters  can  provide  needed 
encouragement  from  the  international 
community  for  governmental  measures 
to  protect  human  rights.  Also,  actions  of 
this  kind  are  invaluable  by  providing 
moral  support  to  the  prisoners. 

In  spite  of  AI  efforts  to  publish 
feedback  information,  not  every  group 
hears  about  a  person  they  have  worked 
for.  “It  just  got  too  discouraging  for  us 
not  to  get  any  feedback  about  anyone  we 

Relief  work 
initiated  in 
storm’s  wake 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodists  and  others  in  the  Mobile, 
Ala.,  area  are  picking  their  way  out  of  a 
“jungle"  of  destruction  some  30  miles 
wide  that  Hurricane  Frederic  left  on 
Sept.  12. 

Damage  to  about  30  United  Methodist 
churches  and  an  equal  number  of 
parsonages  was  estimated  at  about  $1 
million,  probably  two-thirds  covered  by 
insurance,  according  to  reports. 

Bishop  Carl  J.  Sanders  of  the 
Birmingham  Area  designated  last  Sunday 
as  Hurricane  Relief  Sunday  and  called  for 
churches  in  the  area  to  take  offerings  and 
send  help.  He  had  flown  over  the  area  on 
Sept.  17  to  view  the  situation. 

Greatest  damage  was  at  Broad  Street 
UMC,  in  Mobile,  where  the  roof  was 
blown  off  and  the  rooms  inundated  for 
about  85  percent  destruction.  The 
estimated  $250,000  loss  was  mostly 
insured,  but  the  congregation  is  expected 
to  relocate. 

The  church  at  Coden,  in  a  fishing 
village,  had  nearly  five  feet  of  water  in 
the  structure,  with  salt  water  ruining 
books,  organ  and  other  equipment.  There 
was  no  insurance. 

The  conference’s  disaster  relief  team, 
headed  by  Fred  Toland.  director  of 
Metro  Mobile  Mission,  set  up  six  relief 
centers  and  were  dispensing  aid  to 
persons  in  many  ways.  The  $25,000  sent 
by  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  was  being  used  to  provide  food, 
ice,  medicine  and  first  aid  where  needed 


wrote  for,”  said  the  Rev.  Ted  Blosser  of 
Good  Shepherd  UMC  in  Fort  Wayne.  Ind 
The  action  project  had  been  taken  on  by  a 
senior  high  group  in  the  church  who 
brought  their  typewriters  on  a  regular 
basis  to  work  on  responses  to  specific 
case  sheets.  Mr  Blosser  said,  “We  knew 
when  we  started  that  we  might  not  get 
any  feedback  but  it  still  got  us  down." 

But  most  of  the  groups  reported 
receiving  some  feedback  —  either 
directly  from  the  officials  of 
governments  addressed  or  indirectly 
through  AI  newsletters.  Others  reported 
receiving  letters  directly  from  prisoners 
over  a  period  of  time. 

Roberta  Neuman,  a  lay  woman  of 
Valencia  UMC,  Placentia,  Calif.,  said 
their  group  wrote  directly  to  a  young 
black  man  imprisoned  in  South  Africa  for 
17  years.  He  has  since  been  released  and 
is  now  in  graduate  school  in  England. 

“Personal  contacts  have  been  very 
meaningful  for  all  of  us,”  she  said, 
indicating  that  over  the  years  they  have 
also  received  letters  from  families  of 
prisoners  they  wrote  for. 

A  Wisconsin  pastor  said,  “It  is  a  really 
good  feeling  to  write  letters  on  a 
prisoner’s  behalf  and  then  read  later 
that  his  or  her  condition  has  changed, 
improved  or  even  that  the  person  has 
been  released."  The  Rev.  Ruwal  Freese 
of  First  UMC,  Baraboo,  Wis.,  reported 
receiving  feedback  through  AI 
newsletters  indirectly  and  directly  from 
officials. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Barnhart  of  Portland. 
Ore.,  said  they  had  a  running  exchange 
of  letters  with  officials  which  were 
shared  with  the  entire  church.  “We're 
not  just  sending  letters  out  into  a  void." 
he  said. 

Almost  every  church  contacted  by 
TM/UMR  had  a  slightly  different  method 
of  working  on  case  sheets  —  some 
apparently  more  successful  than  others. 

“The  logistics  of  setting  up  a  good 
letter  writing  time  are  a  problem, " 
reported  the  Rev.  Evelyn  Durkee  who  is 
associated  with  St.  Cloud  UMC,  St 
Cloud,  Mo.  “Most  members  won’t  accept 
the  idea  of  letter  writing  during  worship 
and  also  resist  going  to  a  separate  rooni 
immediately  following  the  service.  But 
the  real  problem,  I  think,  is  that  people 
have  a  basic  reluctance  to  write. 

“There  is  a  general  suspicion  of  being 
asked  to  write  on  an  issue  they  know  little 
about.  And  they  won’t  take  the  time  to 
get  informed,"  she  has  found. 

But  another  congregation  has  found 
that  an  organized  “letter  writing 
Sunday"  immediately  after  services 
works  just  fine.  At  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Davis,  Calif.,  the  Church  and 
Society  work  area  provides  postage; 
writing  materials,  case  sheets  and 
information  on  other  legislative  issues  a$ 
well.  This  is  set  up  in  an  area  immediately’ 
adjacent  to  the  socializing  area,  the  Rev; 
Lorenz  Schultz  said. 

“The  value  of  this  method  is  that  it  get$ 
a  lot  of  well-intentioned  people  whd 
otherwise  would  lose  their  good 
intentions  in  the  shuffle  of  Sunday 
afternoon  and  the  distractions  of  a  busy- 
week. " 

All  seemed  to  agree  that  a  specific 
strategy  is  required  with  no  hard  and  fast 
rules  about  what  is  the  best  way  to 
organize  and  keep  a  group  of  interested 
persons  going. 
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Second  in  series 

Ethnic  crisis  tackled 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  the  second  of  a 
three-part  series  of  articles  on  racial 
inclusiveness  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Bea  Jones,  TM/UMR’s  ethnic 
minority  intern,  focuses  on  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  missional  priority 

—  a  major  concern  among  ethnic 
minority  persons. 

By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

Alarmed  that  many  ethnic  minority 
local  congregations  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  were  dying  or 
suffering  from  acute  shortages  of 
leadership,  membership  and  finances, 
the  1976  General  Conference  created  a 
denomination-wide  program  designed  tc 
combat  this  “crisis.” 

Today,  more  than  three  years  later, 
the  “crisis”  is  still  here,  a  number  of 
ethnic  minority  leaders  told  TM/UMR. 
But  "beginning  steps”  are  being  taken 
through  the  church’s  quadrennial 
program  —  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  (EMLC)  missional  priority  —  at 
least  to  attack  the  “symptoms”  of  the 
crisis,  they  said. 

If  inclusiveness,  or  cultural  pluralism 

—  the  ability  of  several  cultures  to 
coexist  equally  —  is  to  be  realized  in  the 
UMC,  ethnic  minority  churches  must 
survive,  not  as  the  objects  of  mission,  but 
as  full  and  equal  partners  in  mission  and 
ministry,  these  leaders  said.  “The 
‘colorful’  people  can  add  to  the  church  — 
but  we  can’t  give  if  our  churches  die,” 
said  the  Rev.  Harry  Folsom,  a  Native 
American  minister  involved  in 
community  ministry  in  Dallas. 

Many  problems 

The  problems  are  many,  the  most 
significant  being:  shortages  of  new  lay 
and  clergy  leadership,  lack  of  church 
resources  designed  with  the  culture  and 
language  of  ethnic  persons  in  mind, 
decaying  church  buildings  and 
parsonages,  and  inadequate  ministers' 
salaries.  Additionally,  US.  ethnic 
populations  are  growing  and  the  UMC 
has  no  evangelistic  or  community 
outreach  services  to  accommodate  the 
growth  “In  the  midst  of  the  UMC’s 
emphasis  on  inclusiveness  and  cultural 
pluralism,  ethnic  minorities  in 
increasing  numbers  are  exploding  on  the 
scene  and  here  we  have  a  small, 
apparently  powerless,  ethnic  church 
trying  to  minister  to  this  growing 
population,”  said  the  Rev.  Dan 
Rodriguez,  Council  on  Ministries 
director  of  the  Rio  Grande  conference 
and  president-elect  of  the  UM  Hispanic 
caucus. 

The  funding  plan  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  has  been  blamed  for 
hampering  support  for  the  EMLC 
missional  priority.  The  plan,  adopted 
under  protest  from  ethnic  minority 
caucuses,  but  recommended  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  is 
supposed  to  provide  $5  million  each  year 
in  new  money  generated  through  a  World 
Service  special  apportionment  of  $1.5 
million  and  an  Advance  Special 
(volunteer  ‘second-mile”  giving) 
amount  of  $3.5  million.  However, 
receipts  for  the  fund  have  been  sluggish 
In  1978,  about  $1.1  million  was  received 
from  the  apportionment  and  only  $370,961 
from  the  Advance. 

Some  “breakthroughs”  and  “signs  of 
progress”  are  being  made,  however, 
especially  with  programs  coming  out  of 


UM  general  boards  and  agencies.  The 
ethnic  minority  leaders  said  the  boards 
and  agencies  have  redirected  their 
resources  and  programs  toward  the 
EMLC,  in  response  to  another  emphasis 
of  the  priority  —  releasing  $10  million 
annually  to  work  for  ethnic  minorities. 

Some  programs  they  point  to  that  are 
working  include: 

•  Salary  supplement  programs  in  both 
the  Rio  Grande  and  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  conferences,  through  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  have 
upgraded  the  economic  level  of  pastors 
in  those  conferences  —  by  $1,000  per 
pastor  annually  in  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  conference. 

•  HANA  (Hispanic,  Asian  and  Native 
American  Ministry  in  Higher  Education) 

—  a  scholarship  and  education  program 

—  has  provided  scholarships  for  165 
students  and  set  up  programs  in  three 
UM  colleges  to  enable  those  institutions 
to  better  serve  HANA  students.  (HANA 
is  funded  by  a  special  apportionment,  in 
addition  to  the  $5  million. ) 

•  Parish  Associates  program  of  the 
General  Board  of  Disciples  so  far  has 
trained  350  ethnic  minority  lay  persons  to 
serve  as  program  consultants  in  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences 

•  Church  extension  funds  from  the 
National  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  have  enabled  the 
construction  of  34  new  church  buildings 
and  parsonages  and  improvement  of  28 
existing  structures. 

Some  annual  conferences  have  been 
successful  in  starting  EMLC  programs 
by  redirecting  their  own  program  funds 
toward  EMLC  also,  said  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Wake,  an  Asian  American  pastor  on  the 
staff  of  Glide  Memorial  UMC  in  San 
Francisco 

“But  we  anticipated  that  little  money 
would  come  through  the  Advance,”  Mr 
Wake  said.  “The  General  Conference  let 
the  church  off  the  hook  with  the 
Advance.” 

The  next  quadrennium 

For  the  1980-84  quadrennium,  the 
General  Conference  will  be  asked  again 
for  $5  million  per  year  for  the  ethnic 
church  —  under  an  expanded  title  for  the 
priority:  Developing  and  Strengthening 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church.  And 
again,  the  ethnic  caucuses  are  asking 
that  it  come  only  through  the  World 
Service  apportionment  fund.  This  time, 
they  are  supported  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  which  has 
recommended  that  the  EMLC  be  the  only 
funded  missional  priority  for  the  next 
quadrennium,  and  that  it  be  funded 
totally  through  a  World  Service 
apportionment. 

"We  can  grasp  the  deeper  issue  of 
racial  inclusiveness  when  we  don’t  have 
to  expend  time  and  energy  seeking 
funds,”  said  the  Rev.  Melvin  G  Talbert 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  chairperson  of  the 
EMLC  coordinating  committee. 

He  compared  the  inclusive  and 
culturally  pluralistic  church  to  a 
rainbow,  “where  you  can  see  distinct 
colors,  but  not  where  one  ends  or  the 
other  begins. 

“The  priority  can  not  be  addressed  in 
four  years,  or  eight  years,”  Dr.  Talbert 
emphasized.  “As  long  as  I  live,  it  has  to 
be  a  priority  —  I’m  talking  about 
decades.” 
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8-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  January  1980 

Christian  Group  Forming  Now  Hosts  needed 
WOMITO,  P  O  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs,  Fla 
33166 

THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  of  Beulah  Home 

Inc  ,  Oakland.  CA  is  seeking  an  administrator  for  its 
residential  and  skilled  nursing  facility  (approx  150 
residents)  with  building  expansion  plan  in  progress 

Its  purpose  is  to  maintain  a  home  for  aging  persons 
missionaries,  retired  ministers  of  the  gospel,  thar 
wives  and  widows,  and  for  Deaconesses  who  are 
members  or  adherents  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  In  addition,  services  of  the  Home  are 
available  to  persons  who  are  able  to  live  itrtiarmony 
within  a  Christian  community  regardless  of  race 
color  religion  national  origin  or  ancestry 
Experience  and  educational  requirements  valid 
California  Nursing  Home  Administrator's  License 
bachelors  degree  in  Administration  or  a  related  field 
(graduate  degree  desirable),  at  least  five  years 
work  experience  in  a  residential  or  health  facility 
some  of  which  must  have  been  in  a  supervisorial 
capacity  experience/ training  in  Gerontology 
personnel  administration  and  labor  practices 
Minimum  salary  $18,000  annually,  plus  fringe 
benefits  Job  description  available  through  October 

15.  1979  from  Mrs  Frances  Williams,  President  of 
Board  of  Directors.  4204  Omega  Avenue,  Ca&tro 
Valley,  CA  94546 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  Valley  View 
United  Methodist  Church,  located  in  the  sub  irhs  of 
greater  Kansas  City,  seeks  a  qualified  director  for 
our  2,000  member  congregation  Multiple  education 
staff  Outstanding  facilities  Establishing  a  dynamic 
youth  program  Overall  responsibilities  for  youth 
ministries  Send  resume  to  Joan  StuJtz,  9736  Larsen, 
Overland  Park.  KS  66214  or  the  church.  9405 
Woodward,  Overland  Park.  KS.  66212. 

RARE  METHODIST  AND  WESLEYAN  BOOKS  For 
Sale  Write  for  list  G  Zimmerman,  4219  Colony  East 
Drive.  Stone  Mountain.  GA  30083 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR,  September  15,  1980  Dr  Ira 
Allen  s  14th  trip  into  Bible  Lands  Jerusalem. 
Bethlehem.  Nazareth,  Galilee,  Tel  Aviv.  Dead  Sea. 
Jericho,  River  Jordan,  Kibbutz.  Germany,  much, 
much  more.  Oberammergau  Passion  Play  optional 
First  Class  tour,  superior  hotels,  all  meals,  regularly 
scheduled  airlines  You  won  t  find  a  better  tour  Free 
Brochure,  write  1015  Cedar  Ave  .  Redlands,  CA 
92373 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 
with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  901  Clay  St  ,  Houston.  Tex.  77002 

UNITED  METHODIST  CONTINUING  EDUCATION 
Holy  Land  Tour  plus  Egypt  and  Mount  Sinai 
Mediterranean-Red  Sea  Cruise  January  29  through 
February  6  1980  Only  $1  39B  Rev  Hyde  Ridall 
Th.D  .  110  Kimble,  Paris  Illinois 61944 

POCKS’!  ALUMINUM  CROSSES  "God  Loves  You  ' 
or  Jesus  Christ  Is  Lord,"  16  cents;  100,  $15  00, 
bronze  cross,  $1  50.  poems,  "Cross  in  my  Pocket,”  2 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  WANTED 
Church  of  1,100  members  with  excellent  opportunity 
for  growth  in  community  of  90,000  Prefer  young 
adult  laypersons  with  skills  in  developing  leadersip 
and  programs  for  children,  youth  and  young  adults 
Salary  range  $10,000-$12,000  Contact  Larry  Becker. 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  27th  and  Ferris 
Lawton.  OK  73505 

Raleigh,  N.C  27609 

PASSION  PLAY  Visit  Gberainmeigau.  Germa  y 

in  June,  1980  to  see  the  world  famous  passion  play 
Tour  consists  of  17  days  and  6  major  European  cities 
plus  Oberammeragau  located  in  the  beautiful 
Bavarian  Alps  Tour  is  first  class  with  arrangements 
handled  by  Hulda  Warren  Travel  Agency  Only  30 
spaces  available  and  commitment  must  be  made  by 
September.  1979  Don  t  miss  this  once  m  a  life  lime 
opportunity  —  Call  Now!!!  Days  <2I4i  742-5858 
Metro  263-7124,  Nights  and  week  ends  (214)  341-2578 
Tommy  DeGaugh  1 905  Commerce.  Dallas  TX  75201 

TRAVEL  THE  HOLY  LAND  AND  ROME  with  Rev 
and  Mrs  Dale  Elzie.  February  18  through  27,  1980 
Free  brochure  First  United  Methodist  Church.  9)25 

49  St  ,  Pinellas  Park  FL  33565 

BRIEF  FUNERAL  MEDITATIONS  published  by 

Abingdon  Press  for  clergy  Nineteen  funeral 
meditations  for  unusual  or  difficult  situations 
Introductions  to  each  meditation  explain  the  basic 
grief  problem  the  homily  is  intended  to  meet  Hard 
cover  Shipped  postpaid  $4  9)  Send  check  to  The 
Preacher  854  Cherry  Blossom  I-ane,  Naperville. 

CHRIST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  Enid. 
Oklahoma,  is  seeking  Director  of  Christian 
Education  Position  now  available  Contact  Dr  Bill 
Moorer,  Pastor.  2418  W  Randolph.  Enid,  OK  73701 
(405)217-3938 

FOR  SALE  1960  Chevrolet  36-passenger  bus  Six 

$600  00  Axe  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
1700  West  Kingsley  Road.  Garland.  TX  75041  278 
2175  after  4  uO  p  m  7784)016 

WANTED  Director  of  Education  to  work  in  a  740 

member  church  of  moderately  conservative 
theology  Salary  $8,500  plus  furnished  house  < C/H. 
A/C,  3  BR  brick)  Send  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P  O  Box  28  Mexia.TX  76667  j 

WANTED  Choir  Director/Organist  for  small  but 

Call  <716  )  964  2244 

HOLY  LAND  AND  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION 
PLAY  TOUR  May  I960  17  days  -  1st  class  Free 
Brochure  the  Rev  Rod  Hull  1020  Lima  St  Aurora. 

C< )  80010  or  call '  303 .  .164  3381  or  364-7927  evenings 

WANTED  organist  and  Choir  Director  who  will  also 
have  the  qualifications  as  Director  of  Christian 

Salary  negotiable  commensurate  with 
qualifications  Contact  St  James  United  Methodist 
Church  400  Reid  Street  Palatka,  FL  32077  Phone  1 
904-328-1461 

RETIRED7  Unique  Village  live  independently, 
inexpensively,  ranch  house  Lite  lease  $7,500  or  $75 
month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees  Apartments,  too  National  Church  Residences. 
Waverfy,  Ohio,  4569) 

Conference  seeking  minister  of  evangelism  for  large 
Denver  Churcn  full  time,  financial  support  with 
housing  allowance  included  not  to  exceed  $21,500 
Send  resumes  to  W  Kendall  2200  S  University 
Blvd  .  Denver.  CO  W2lt)  <303)  733-3736 

GOD  may  he  calling  you.  Medical  personnel  who  are 
committed  Christians  willing  to  serve  in  the 
mountains  of  southeastern  Kentucky  Red  Bird 
Hospital  is  an  agency  of  the  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference  the  National  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  Needed  immediately  Family 
Practice  Physician  Pediatrician  Nurse 
Practitioner  and  Registered  Nurses  Write  or  call 
Douglas  Webb  Hospital  Administrator,  Red  Bird 
Hospital  Beverly.  Kentucky  40913  606-598-5136 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collections,  accumulations 

estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christ! ,  Tex  78403 

SEPTEMBER  28,  1979 


Radio  show’s  success 
costly,  UM  exec  says 


NASHVILLE  —  This  week  a  nationwide  audience  heard  Georgia  llobb  (right),  a 
teacher  of  the  deaf,  tell  how  working  with  the  deaf  is  her  way  to  respond  both  to  God 
and  to  her  deaf  parents  on  United  Methodism's  weekly  radio  program,  “Connection.” 
In  the  picture  taken  this  summer,  William  Hall  records  the  interview  with  Ms.  llobb, 
a  member  of  Belle  Meade  UMC  here,  which  he  later  edited  for  the  broadcast. 
“Connection"  celebrates  its  second  anniversary  the  first  week  in  October  (see  article 
on  this  page  ).  jim  may  photo 


ywooooooooooaooooogo 


Methodist  building 
reopens  in  Shanghai 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  largest 
Methodist  church  building  in 
Shanghai,  China,  known  before  the 
revolution  as  the  Moore  Memorial, 
was  reopened  on  Sept.  2  with  a 
“thanksgiving  service”  attended  by 
1,000  people. 

News  of  the  service  was  announced 
here  Sept.  14  by  Li  Shou-pao, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
National  Committee  for  YMCAs  in 
China. 

The  new  name  for  the  church, 
according  to  Mr/  Li,  is  Mo-en. 
Translated  from  Chinese  it  means 
Grace  Church  Building  He  termed  its 
reopening  “a  new  beginning  for  the 
churches  in  China,”  adding  “we  plan 
to  reopen  three  or  four  more  in 
Shanghai  ” 

Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 


Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  a 
former  missionary  in  China,  said,  “I 
was  delighted  to  hear  the  building  that 
had  been  Moore  Memorial  Church 
was  reopened  with  a  thousand 
Christians  there  to  celebrate.  It 
clearly  indicates  a  Christian 
community  continues  in  Shanghai 
representing  many  different  denom¬ 
inations,  and  we  rejoice  they  are 
worshipping  together  in  this  church.” 

Moore  Memorial,  located  in 
downtown  Shanghai,  was  a  gift  in 
memory  of  Rosa  Lee  Moore,  child  of 
Mr  and  Mrs.  L.  R.  Moore  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo  Most  church  buildings  were 
closed  during  the  10  years  of  the 
Cultural  Revolution.  With  the  advent 
of  a  new  leadership,  constitutional 
guarantees  of  religious  freedom  are 
being  implemented  and  some  church 
buildings  reopened,  Mr  Li  said. 


Jewish  leaders  withdraw 
opposition  to  UM  film 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  Opposition  to  the 
controversial  United  Methodist-produced 
mission  study  film  on  the  Middle  East 
has  been  withdrawn  by  the  American 
Jewish  Committee  ( AJC)  as  the  result  of 
several  adjustments. 

The  AJC  had  said  the  film,  “Hope  for 
Life,”  implies  political  judgments  that 
were  “clearly  hostile  to  Israel”  and, 
therefore,  were  inappropriate  to  a  fair 
understanding  of  the  Middle  East, 
according  to  letters  received  by  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

“The  film  still  presents  great  problems 
for  us  because  it  is  not  a  full 
representation  of  the  complex  Middle 
East  situation:  it  is  one-sided,”  Rabbi  A 
James  Rudin  of  the  AJC’s  New  York 
office  told  TM/UMR. 

However,  he  said,  “we  have  made  our 
critique”  and  have  found  “great 
cooperation.”  Rabbi  Rudin  said  he  is 
“very  pleased  about  the  revision  of  the 
film  guide  which  accompanies  the  film,’’ 
by  the  additional  offering  of  an  annotated 
bibliography  of  Middle  East  films  pro 
viding  another  perspective,  and  with 
“great  improvements”  in  a  filmstrip 
dealing  with  the  Middle  East  called 
“Many  atOne.” 

Although  the  film  itself  was  not 
changed  as  the  AJC  hoped  —  by  the 
addition  of  a  trailer  added  to  the 
beginning  saying  the  film  was  not  a  full 
representation  —  Rabbi  Rudin  said, 
“now  it’s  up  to  UM  leaders  to  insure  that 
the  churches  get  balanced  and  fair 
alternative  information.” 

Edwin  H  Maynard,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  has  stated:  “In  my 
opinion  ‘Hope  for  Life’  is  successful  in 

Church-state 
questions  raised 
at  pope’s  visit 

Compiled  From  News  Releases 

NEW  YORK  —  The  pope’s  trip  to  the 
United  States  will  cost  an  estimated  $10 
million  and  some  people  in  the  cities 
where  he  will  visit  question  whether 
municipal  funds  may  be  used  or  if  that  is 
a  violation  of  the  constitutional 
prohibition  separating  church  and  state 
A  main  concern  comes  at  the  expense  of 
constructing  raised  platforms  from 
which  the  pope  will  speak  and  celebrate 
Mass. 

“Nobody  has  any  problems  putting  up 
(public)  money  for  clean-up,  police 
overtime,  police  protection  and  traffic 
control,”  said  Ed  Doerr,  a  spokesman  for 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State.  “It  is  the  use  of  tax 
money  for  the  construction  of  facilities 
expressly  intended  for  religious  rites  that 
is  wrong  ” 

In  Washington,  D  C  ,  atheist  Madalyn 
Murray  O’Hair  filed  two  lawsuits  to  bar 
the  pope's  celebration  of  Mass  on  the 
public  mall  —  a  strip  of  parkway  from 
the  Capitol  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial  on 
which  thousands  of  marches, 
demonstrations  and  religious  gatherings 
have  been  held  in  the  past 


accomplishing  its  intended  purposes.  For 
use  in  promotion  of  the  special  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  offering,  the  film 
intends  to  show  ministries  of  Christian 
churches  to  persons  in  the  Middle  East 
who  are  refugees  Beneficiaries  of  these 
programs  are  found  among  the  displaced 
persons  of  the  Middle  East,  and  these 
persons  are  almost  exclusively  from  the 
Arab  population 

“It  is  not  within  the  purposes  of  the 
film  to  deal  with  political  factors  in  the 
Middle  East  nor  with  the  State  of 
Israel,”  he  said 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  also  intends  to  continue 
the  film’s  use  into  1980,  according  to 
UMCOR  executive  J.  Harry  Haines 
“Our  churches  are  involved  in  all  the 
projects  shown  in  the  film,”  Dr.  Haines 
said.  “We  hope  people  viewing  the  film 
and  asking  what  can  be  done  about 
conditions  there  will  decide  to  work 
through  UMCOR.” 

“Hope  for  Life”  won  an  award  of 
excellence  in  the  motion  picture  category 
from  the  Religious  Public  Relations 
Council  in  April.  The  film  was  made  with 
cooperation  from  Church  World  Service 
and  the  Middle  East  Council  of  Churches. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Success  is  bank¬ 
rupting  us,  says  the  executive  director  of 
United  Methodism’s  radio  program, 
which  has  grown  a  whopping  67  percent 
in  the  number  of  local  stations  that  air 
the  program  in  the  last  three  months. 

“Each  time  we  place  the  program  on 
another  station,  it  costs  us,”  said  Bill 
Richards,  13-year  veteran  in  church 
broadcasting  and  head  of  “Connection,” 
the  first  major  effort  in  radio  pro¬ 
gramming  by  the  UMC  in  more  than  a 
decade. 

“We  are  not  like  a  commercial  venture 
where  each  new  placement  of  the 
program  brings  in  new  revenue.  Instead, 
it  costs  us  and  our  success  is  pushing  the 
limits  of  our  budget,”  he  told  TM/UMR 
recently. 

Most  of  the  333  stations  that  currently 
carry  “Connection”  air  it  on  a  public 
service  time,  which  is  free  to  any  group 
providing  the  program  but  still  costs  the 
UM  agency  to  produce  the  program,  he 
explained. 

That  problem,  however,  is  not  stopping 
the  nine-person  staff  as  the  second 
anniversary  of  the  program’s  beginning 
comes  up  next  week.  The  staff  is 
continuing  to  produce  the  weekly  30- 
minute  program  of  music,  inspiration 
and  witness  of  UMs  sharing  their  faith, 
as  well  as  continuing  to  seek  additional 
stations  to  carry  the  program. 

And  the  response  by  both  listeners  and 
radio  stations  is  increasingly  compli¬ 
mentary,  Mr.  Richards  said.  That  may 
be  true  because  the  foremat  of  the 
program  emphasizes  the  diversity  of 
United  Methodist  people,  he  added. 

■"The  first  idea  in  planning  the 
program  was  that  we  should  find  a 
speaker  who  would  represent  all  UMs, 
record  some  choirs  and  put  on  the  typical 
religious  radio  program,”  he  said.  “But 
as  we  traveled  across  the  country  asking 
UMs  ‘Who  speaks  for  United  Method¬ 
ism?’  we  discovered  in  their  answers 
that  one  of  the  uniquenesses  of  our 
church  is  the  uniqueness  of  its  people. 
We  concluded  that  the  members  speak 
for  the  church.  So  we  decided  to  make 
individual  UMs  the  stars  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.” 

To  date,  more  than  200  UMs  —  lay  and 
clergy,  male  and  female,  young  and  old, 
ethnic  minority  and  majority  —  have 
shared  their  witness  of  what  God  is  doing 
in  their  lives  to  a  national  audience,  he 
said. 

The  person  who  selects  most  of  those  to 
be  interviewed  for  the  program  and 


Bill  Richards,  who  narrates  each 
“Connection”  program,  adjusts  the 
earphones  in  a  recording  session  through 
which  staff  members  monitor  his 
speaking.  They  may  suggest  that  he 
emphasize  a  certain  phrase  or 
occasionally  remind  him  not  to  speak  so 
forcefully  that  he  overpowers  the  person 
being  interviewed— “the  real  star  of  the 
progra  m Clyde  chesnutt  photo 


Korean  Methodist  bishops 
back  laborers ’  rights 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  Council  of 
Bishops  of  the  Korean  Methodist  Church 
has  issued  a  stinging  rebuke  to  the  South 
Korean  government  and  expressed  firm 
support  of  the  church-related  Urban 
Industrial  Mission  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
rights  of  laborers  in  that  country. 

The  Korean  church’s  four  bishops,  in  a 
statement  of  “shock  and  outrage”  issued 
Aug  28,  demanded  the  Park  Chung  Hee 
regime  “remove  at  once  the  legal 
problems  which  restrict  the  collective 
bargaining  and  activities  of  workers,” 
and  release  at  once  the  Rev.  Cho  Wha- 
sun,  woman  pastor  and  director  of  the 
Inchon  UIM  project,  the  Rev  Moon 
Dong-whan  and  seven  others.  Ms.  Cho  is 
serving  a  three  year  sentence  in  Taegu 
prison  as  a  result  of  a  1978  incident,  and 
the  others  were  arrested  as  a  result  of 
recent  incidents  related  to  workers’ 
rights. 

The  bishops  also  called  on  the 
government  as  well  as  the  Office  of 
Labor  and  business  owners  to  “establish 
positive,  basic  measures  which  will 
assure  the  enhancement  of  the  rights  of 
laborers  working  for  low  wages  in  export 
industries,  and  assure  also  a  more  fair 
distribution  of  income.” 

In  addition,  the  statement  demanded 
the  communications  media  in  South 
Korea  to  “stop  at  once  all  distorted 
reporting  which  vilifies  industrial 
mission  work  and  gives  the  impression  of 
suppressing  freedom  of  mission  and  .  . 
report  the  many  instances  of  the  ways  in 
which  industrial  mission  activity  has 
helped  to  promote  the  rights  of  working 
people.” 

The  statement  stems  from  a  series  of 
incidents  during  the  past  six  months' 
related  to  the  bankruptcy  and  closure  of 


the  Y.  H.  trading  company  factory  in 
Seoul  Hundreds  of  women  workers  and 
others  sympathetic  with  their  plight 
including  the  oppostition  political  party 
have  engaged  in  sit-in  demonstrations 
The  Korean  Methodist  bishops  termed 
government  and  ruling  party  reports  on 
the  sit-in  demonstartion  “one-sided”  in 
accusing  UIM  activity  of  being  “an 
impure  force”  and  conducting  “covert 
manipulation.” 
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interviews  many  of  them  himself  is  the 
Rev.  Bill  Hall,  a  UM  minister  who  is 
associate  producer. 

“The  main  criterion  that  decides 
whether  or  not  we  use  the  person  on  the 
program  is  the  person’s  ability  tq 
communicate  with  his/her  voice,”  Mr. 
Hall  said.  “Each  person’s  witness  is 
significant  and  may  be  gloriously  suited 
for  a  local  church  meeting,  but  in  a 
nationwide  radio  ministry  in  which  there 
are  no  pictures,  no  printed  words  nor  any 
visible  facial  expressions  or  body 
movements,  the  voice  must  carry  the 
message.” 

He  said,  “We  ask:  How  does  the 
individual  feel  about  his/her  relationship 
to  God  and  does  the  voice  carry  the 
conviction  that  it  is  real,  personal,  alive 
and  honest?” 

He  added  that  the  11th  commandment 
is  “Thou  shall  not  be  boring.”  Many 
people  who  listen  to  radio,  he  said,  are 
not  necessarily  “tuned  in  to  the  church. 
We  want  to  reach  those  people  who  are  on 
the  fringe  of  the  church  and  present  them 
with  a  Christ  who  is  alive  and  well.” 

Once  the  interview  is  completed  with 
the  person  in  his/her  home  and  recorded 
on  tape,  Mr.  Hall  then  screens  those  to  be 
used,  edits  and  supervises  the  fine 
editing  of  each  one.  Editing,  he  ex¬ 
plained,  means  condensing  a  taped  hour- 
long  interview  into  five  or  six  minutes. 
Fine  editing  he  called  “cosmetic 
editing,”  which  means  taking  out  most  of 
the  “ahs,”  “uhs,”  “I  ...  I  ...”  and 
pauses  in  normal  conversation  to  make 
the  interview  more  concise  and  smooth 
while  still  sounding  natural. 

Spiritual  joys 

People  who  share  their  faith  to  the 
depths  that  they  do  is  “one  of  the  exciting 
spiritual  joys  of  producing  ‘Connec¬ 
tion,’  ”  Mr.  Richards  said.  “Often  a 
person  will  say  to  our  interviewer  after 
the  individual  has  shared  a  quite 
personal  experience,  ‘I  hadn’t  planned  to 
tell  you  this.’  We  are  really  getting  inside 
of  folk.  It’s  the  sort  of  faith  sharing  that 
you  used  to  hear  only  at  a  Wednesday 
night  prayer  meeting.” 

He  said  that  when  the  staff  goes  after  a 
story,  they  keep  the  biblical  balance  of 
faith  and  works  in  mind.  “When  a  person 
is  doing  a  good  work  in  the  community, 
we  ask  why  and  how  that  relates  to  God 
And  when  a  person  shares  a  vital 
moment  in  which  God  is  real,  we  then 
want  to  know  what  he  or  she  is  doing 
about  it  since  that  moment.” 

For  this  reason  the  “Connection”  staff 
rejects  the  charge  that  they  are  a  part  of 
the  so-called  “Electronic  Church”  —  the 
religious  programs  on  television  and 
radio  that  are  independent  of  any 
denomination,  such  as  the  programs  of 
Oral  Roberts,  |3illy  Grpljam,  PTI*  ClMl1 
and  others. 

“We  are  different,”  claimed  Sue 
Couch,  director  of  information  services, 
who  has  worked  18  years  in  UM 
communications.  "We  operate  with  real 
people  in  real  churches  who  communi¬ 
cate  their  faith  experiences  out  of  the 
faith  community.  We  are  not  a  church 
created  by  the  media.” 

Even  the  name  “Connection,”  Ms. 
Couch  said,  was  chosen  because  of  its 
special  meaning  for  UMs  who  are  part  of 
a  “connectional”  system  in  which  the 
local  parish  is  integrally  tied  beyond  its 
own  geographical  location  to  district, 
conference  and  general  church  levels. 

“The  radio  program  carries  out  the 
concept  of  people  connecting  with  each 
other  and  connecting  with  our  common 
faith,”  she  said. 

“Connection”  is  the  result  of  a 
mandate  by  the  1976  General  Conference 
that  created  the  Mass  Communications 
fund  and  directed  United  Methodist 
Communications  to  move  into  the  media 
with  religious  programming  —  which 
was  to  be  “strongly  UM,”  Mr.  Richards 
said. 

"Most  people  probably  thought  that 
meant  television,  but  the  goal  of  merely 
$600,000  a  year  is  not  realistic  for  TV 
production.  Yet  10  months  into  the  new 
quadrennium  —  October  1977  —  we  had 
on  the  air  a  regular  weekly  30-minute 
radio  program  of  what  United 
Methodists  believe  and  do  about  their 
Christian  faith.  That’s  a  record  few 
quadrennial  programs  have  ever 
matched,”  he  said. 
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JOIN  US  A I  THE  OPENING  NIGHT  AT  THE  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY 

#  A  WORTHY  TOUR!  ^ 


Sunday,  May  25,  I960 

OBERAMMERGAU  and  Southern  Europe  excursion  visit 
Zurich.  Liechtenstein.  Innsbruck  Venice,  Florence  Rome 
Capri  Sorrento.  Pompei,  Naples  Pisa,  Nice,  Monaco  Monte 
Carlo,  Grenoble  Geneva.  May  22nd  ta  June  6th 
(only  15  spaces  unreserved) 

Plan  ahead  Join  us  in  Hawaii  (four  lslond(  April  2ls».  1981 
two  weeks 

Inside  Passage  and  Inside  Alaska  in  Mid  August  1981  17 

days 

For  further  information  Dr  J  D  Wortham,  321  E  Maynard  Ave  .  Columbus  OH  43202 
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Inmate§,  families  aided 


ill 


Pastor’s  ‘parish’ is  jail==k- 


SCRANTON,  Pa.  —  You  might  say 
this  pastor  ministers  to  a  “captive” 
audience.  As  part  of  an  ecumenical 
jail  ministry,  the  Rev.  Paul  Gere’s 
“congregation”  is  composed  of 
inmates  at  the  Lacawanna  County 
Jail  here.  The  United  Methodist 
minister  regularly  visits  the  jail  as 
part  of  the  Team  Ministry 
Congregations  in  Christian  Mission 
program  started  in  1972. 

From  his  experiences  in  working 
with  the  inmates  and  seeing  the  penal 
system  from  inside,  Mr.  Gere  has  a 
lot  of  ideas  about  the  system  and  how 
it  needs  to  be  changed,  according  to 
an  article  in  the  Wyoming  conference 
TM/UMR  edition. 

“The  process  of  punishment  should 
be  one  of  education.  It  should  include 
a  training  program  to  give  them  skills 
such  as  reading,  writing  and  public 
speaking,”  Mr.  Gere  says. 

He  says  persons  imprisoned  also 
should  be  made  aware  of  the  laws  that 


determined  that  what  they  did  was 
wrong,  and  of  alternative  ways,  other 
than  breaking  the  law,  of  handling 
their  problems.  For  example,  “When 
someone  has  been  raised  and  taught 
to  fight  when  provoked,  that  person 
may  not  really  understand  that  what 
he  or  she  is  doing  is  wrong,”  he  says. 

Mr.  Gere  counsels  families  of 
inmates  as  well  as  the  inmates 
themselves.  The  most  common  need 
for  inmates  is  to  be  sure  their  families 
are  all  right  and  to  get  messages  to 
them,  he  said. 

To  help  keep  families  together,  Mr. 
Gere  dreams  of  purchasing  a  house 
near  the  jail  where  families  can  stay 
when  visiting  prisoners. 

Local  churches  should  get  involved 
with  incarcerated  persons  and  their 
families,  Mr.  Gere  said.  “Can  a 
congregation  say  ‘We  take  an  interest 
in  people’  unless  it  does?  Anyone  in 
prison  deserves  a  caring  ministry.” 


LlL'i 


Mideast  human  rights 
are  subject  of  report 


SCRANTON, 
Pa.  —  Going 
behind  the  walls 
and  iron  gates  of 
the  Lackawanna 
County  Jail  here 
is  the  Rev.  Paul 
Gere,  a  United 
Methodist  min¬ 
ister  with  an 
ecumenical  pro¬ 
gram  that  re¬ 
lates  to  inmates 
and  their  fam¬ 
ilies. 
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Evangelistic  efforts  stress  lay  roles 

UM  official  notes  people  met ‘ on  their  own  turf 


hungi 


MIAMI  (RNS)  -  Bringing  people  to 
Christ  always  has  been  the  name  of  the 
game  for  churches.  Catholics  call  it 
evangelization.  Most  Protestants  refer  to 
it  as  evangelism. 

The  decline  in  membership  in  many 
main  line  denominations  during  the  past 
decade  is  evidence  that  evangelization  is 
an  activity  periodically  neglected  by 
churches,  experts  from  three 
denominations  agreed  in  separate 
interviews  here. 

But  today,  more  than  at  any  time  in 
half  a  century,  there  is  a  renewed 
emphasis  on  evangelism,  although  its 
pursuit  is  continuously  changing  in  style, 
method  and  approach. 

It  was  only  last  year  that  the  National 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 
established  a  committee  on  evangeli¬ 
zation  for  the  nation’s  largest  church, 
notes  the  Rev.  Alvin  A.  Illig,  C.S.P., 
executive  director  of  that  committee. 

The  Catholic  Church,  whose  members 
made  up  less  than  one  percent  of  the 

Study  finds  why 
*er  activists 
remain  involved 

CHICAGO  —  Two  factors  which  divide 
church  people  who  stay  involved  in 
hurfgdT-related  Issues  frohi  those  who 
drop  out  are  ( 1 )  supportive  relationships, 
especially  within  the  church;  and  (2) 
involvement  with  organizations  bent  on 
ending  hunger,  according  to  a  recent 
report. 

These  are  preliminary  findings  from  a 
study  recently  released  by  the 
Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  Christian 
Education  for  World  Peace,  identifying 
the  kinds  of  people  involved  in  hunger- 
related  issues.  The  study  was  designed  to 
make  comparisons  between  active 
church  people  who  are  involved  in 
hunger  concerns  and  those  who  are 
active  in  church  but  not  involved. 

The  study  is  a  project  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  United  Methodism’s 
Northern  Illinois  conference.  It  was 
financed  by  a  grant  of  $19,000  by  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  study  was  designed  to  make 
comparisons  between  active  church 
people  who  are  involved  in  hunger 
concerns  and  those  active  in  church  but 
who  are  not  involved. 

According  to  Robin  Lovin,  a  task  force 
member  who  is  also  a  professor  of  ethics, 
one  of  the  significant  findings  is  that 
those  who  remain  active  in  hunger  issues 
are  often  those  who  have  joined 
voluntary  organizations,  such  as  Bread 
for  the  World,  which  keep  them  in 
contact  with  hunger  issues  and  other 
hunger  activists. 

The  research  suggests,  he  said,  that 
single  events  such  as  foodless  banquets 
or  monthly  fasts  may  be  less  effective 
approaches  than  introducing  people  to 
hunger  alleviation  organizations  and 
people. 

A  major  difference  between  the 
involved  and  un-involved  is  their  view  of 
the  cause  of  world  hunger.  Those  not 
active  in  hunger  concerns  tend  to  locate 
the  cause  of  hunger  problems  in  the 
countries  where  hunger  is  present.  They 
see  governmental  corruption  and  the 
failure  of  the  people  to  adopt  better  food 
production  methods  as  the  source  of  their 
hunger  problems. 

On  the  other  hand,  hunger  activists 
tend  to  locate  the  source  of  hunger 
problems  in  the  First  World,  that  is,  in 
the  exploitation  of  the  Thiid  World  by 
multi-national  corporations  and  in  the 
failure  of  developed  nations  to  show 
adequate  concern  for  more  equal 
distribution  of  food  around  the  world. 

The  findings  were  based  on  extensive 
questionnaires  sent  out  to  3,000  churches 
and  church  people.  A  majority  of  the  227 
respondents  were  United  Methodists  and 
United  Church  of  Christ  members,  and  a 
large  number  of  the  responses  were  from 
clergy. 

|  Poem  of  the  week  j 

I  can  depend  on  the  Lord 
By  ROBERT PARKER 
When  relatives  grow  cold  and  friends 
cluster  in  deceit,  I  can  call  upon  the 
Lord  and  with  Him  I  will  never  face 
defeat. 


population  in  1776,  now  includes  nearly 
one  quarter  of  the  population  as 
adherents.  But  most  of  that  growth  came 
by  immigration  such  as  the  influx  of 
more  than  400,000  Cuban  Catholics  into 
South  Florida  since  1960,  Father  Illig 
points  out. 

His  committee  is  organizing  a 
campaign  to  reach  out  to  the  80  million 
unchurched  Americans,  explains  the 
priest.  At  the  heart  of  that  plan  is  the 
utilization  of  49  million  active  Catholic 
laymen  rather  than  evangelists  such  as 
Archbishop  Fulton  J.  Sheen. 

Less  effective 

Such  evangelists  are  not  the  most 
effective  way  to  reach  people  today,  says 
Dr.  George  Hunter,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  the  evangelism  section  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

"In  the  average  church,  less  than  one 
percent  of  the  members  have  become 


Christians  in  crusades  or  revivals,”  he 
says. 

“Between  60  and  90  percent  of  the 
members  have  become  Christians 
because  of  the  appeal  of  a  relative, 
friend,  a  co-worker  or  a  neighbor,”  Dr. 
Hunter  adds. 

However,  one  reason  evangelists  may 
not  be  as  effective  today  as  they  were  30 
years  ago  may  be  that  they  are  used  less, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Rev.  Michael  Ross, 
head  of  the  Good  News  Evangelistic 
Association  headquartered  in  Branden- 
ton. 

“Public  evangelism  costs  too  much,” 
comments  the  former  pastor  of  Miami’s 
First  Church  of  the  Nazarene.  “Churches 
can’t  afford  revivals  that  cost  a 
minimum  of  $1,500  for  an  evangelist,  a 
singer  and  a  little  advertising.  ” 

But  the  evangelists  are  necessary,  he 
believes,  although  he  acknowledges  that 
revivals  and  crusades  "are  not  the 
answer  to  everything”  in  the  church. 


Medium 
versus  message 

The  classical  dance  and  music  of  India 
—  generally  associated  with  Hinduism  — 
are  being  adapted  to  present  the 
Christian  message  by  several 
communication  centers  in  that  country. 
Some  Indian  church  people  object  be¬ 
cause  of  fear  of  "syncretism,"  meaning 
the  mixing  of  different  forms  of  belief  and 
practice.  Because  the  classical  dance 
forms  are  so  closely  associated  with 
Hinduism,  they  say  the  medium  speaks 
more  loudly  than  the  message.  Above,  a 
dance  team  from  The  Christian 
Association  for  Radio  and  Audio-Visual 
Service  (CARAVS)  depicts  shepherds 
and  their  wives  rejoicing  over  Christ’s 
birth. 

A  dance-drama  on  the  parable  of  the  10 
virgins  is  presented,  left,  in  a  CARAVS 
production.  Aruna  Bhasker,  foreground, 
is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  K.  D. 
Bhasker.  The  Methodist  minister  is 
director  of  CARAVS.  and  his  wife  directs 
the  dance-drama  program.  The  center  is 
located  in  Jabalpur,  India. 

WORLD  ASSOCIATION  FOR  CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNICATION  PHOTOS 


Nevertheless,  he  agrees  with  the 
others  that  the  thrust  of  evangelism 
today  is  to  use  laymen  sharing  their 
faith.  Such  sharing  takes  a  variety  of 
forms. 

“The  evangelistic  method  is 
determined  by  the  particular  culture  or 
subculture  we  are  trying  to  reach  out  to,” 
explains  Dr.  Hunter,  a  former  professor 
of  evangelism  at  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University. 

Interpersonal  approach 

“In  some  rural  subcultures,  the 
traditional  revival  still  is  heavily 
invested  in  and  is  bringing  some 
returns,”  he  notes.  “But  by  and  large, 
interpersonal  approaches  are  more 
indigenous  to  most  cultures. 

“More  and  more  evangelism  is  taking 
place  on  their  turf,  rather  than  our  turf, 
where  people  we  are  trying  to  reach  feel 
comfortable,  unthreatened  and  secure.” 

There  also  is  less  reliance  on  one 
conversation  aimed  at  converting 
someone  in  evangelism.  Dr.  Hunter  says. 
“There  is  more  reliance  on  building 
through  a  dozen  conversations  with 
someone  with  the  honest  strategy  being 
that  in  each  conversation  you  bring  the 
person  as  far  as  that  person  can  go 
without  coercing  that  person  to  go 
beyond.” 

That  means  Christians  —  mostly  lay 
people  —  are  “loving  people  enough  to 
hang  in  there  with  them  over  a  period  of 
weeks  and  not  dropping  them  if  they 
don’t  sign  on  the  dotted  line,”  as  Dr. 
Hunter  puts  it. 

Laity  is  ‘key’ 

Father  Illig  agrees  that  laymen  are  the 
key  because  there  are  so  many  of  them. 
He  believes  that  an  evangelization 
program  has  to  be  parish-centered  and 
lay-operated  to  be  most  successful. 

“Our  invitation  directed  to  the 
unchurched  is  to  sample  us  in  action 
within  the  parish  framework  so  they  can 
make  up  their  own  minds  whether  our 
way  of  life  can  enrich  their  lives,”  says 
the  priest. 

“The  Church  is  the  best  living  example 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  world  today.” 

Father  Illig  and  Dr.  Hunter  agree  with 
Mr.  Ross  that  lay  evangelism  usually 
takes  place  only  in  the  parish  where  the 
priest  or  minister  is  a  model  in 
evangelization  and  trains  his  people  to  be 
evangelistic. 

Churches  where  various  models  of 
evangelism  are  taking  place  are 
growing.  Dr.  Hunter  points  out.  And 
because  of  it,  he  says,  the  rate  of  decline 
in  his  own  denomination  has  been 
stemmed  and  renewed  growth  in  total 
membership  seems  on  the  verge  of 
taking  place. 


Political  action  citizens’  corps 
launched  by  Southern  Baptists 


NASHVILLE  (EP)  —  The  Christian 
Life  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  has  announced  formation  of  a 
“Christian  Citizenship  Corps”  to 
generate  increased  political  involvement 
among  its  13.2  million  members. 

Touted  as  “a  grassroots  network  ot 
Southern  Baptists,”  the  citizenships 
corps  will  consist  of  Southern  Baptist 
citizens  “interested  in  what  government 
is  doing  locally,  statewide  and 
nationally,  and  willing  to  make  their 
voices  heard  in  those  arenas  at 
appropriate  times  and  in  appropriate 
ways,”  said  William  H.  Elder,  of  the 
commission  staff. 

The  stated  purpose  of  the  citizenship 
corps,  he  said,  is  to  stimulate  political 
action  “to  promote  public  righteous¬ 
ness,"  but  Mr.  Elder  believes  it  offers 
an  alternative  to  organizations  which 
have  “wedded  conservative  politics  and 
conservative  Christianity.”  Mr.  Elder 
said  he  preferred  not  to  discuss  such 
groups  specifically,  but  organizations 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  “Southern 
Lebanon  is  a  terrible  example  of  the 
capacity  of  those  we  have  loved  to 
commit  illegal  acts.  I  hope  those  who 
want  to  love  justice  will  plead  with  Israel 
to  stop  bombing  southern  Lebanon,” 
former  U.S.  Attorney  General  Ramsey 
Clark  told  the  United  Methodist  Panel  on 
International  Affairs  here  on  this  month. 

Mr.  Clark  went  to  Lebanon  in  mid- 
August  to  survey  the  state  of  human 
rights.  While  there  he  talked  with  Prime 
Minister  Salim  al-Huss,  a  spectrum  of 
Christians  and  Moslems,  Palestine 
Liberation  Organization  leader  Yasir 
Arafat,  Lebanese  soldiers  and  university 
teachers. 

He  made  his  report  to  the  International 
Affairs  Panel,  which  includes  directors 
and  staff  of  the  boards  of  Church  and 
Society  and  Global  Ministries,  whose 
Women’s  Division  paid  for  his  trip. 

Noting  the  Israelis  had  been  engaged 
in  daily  raids  on  southern  Lebanon  since 
April  22,  using  U.S. -made  jets  and 
artillery,  Mr.  Clark  stated,  “It  is 
undeniable  the  people  who  remain  there 
are  utterly  defenseless  against  the  air 
raids  and  rockets  lobbed  over  at  them. 
These  hit  women  and  children  as  well  as 
Palestinian  terrorists.  The  Prime 
Minister  said  it  was  mostly  Lebanese 
who  were  being  killed. 

“Since  April,  Israel  has  not  claimed  to 
be  doing  retaliation.  They  are  engaged  in 
pre-emptive  strikes,  a  euphemism  from 
the  Vietnam  War.  Israelis  have  justified 
their  action  by  saying,  ‘If  we  retaliated 
there  would  be  no  objection ;  why  should 
we  wait  until  our  people  are  killed?  ’ 

“The  implication  is  genocidal,”  Mr. 
Clark  stated.  “This  is  playing  God  with 
people’s  lives.”  He  said  Americans  were 
also  responsible  “because  our  planes  and 
artillery  are  being  used.”  The  action 
violates  not  only  international  law  but 
the  U.S.  arms  exportation  act,  he  said. 

Mr.  Clark  asked  United  Methodists  to 
examine  the  implications  of  a  theocratic 
state,  meaning  “a  combination  of 
political  and  religious  power  by  a  single 
hand.”  He  termed  it  “exclusionary  and 
divisive  by  nature”  and  pleaded  for 
pluralism  as  the  only  way  that  human 
beings  in  a  mass  technological  society 
can  live  together. 

“In  a  secular  state  you  can  be  a 
member  of  a  class  of  one.”  he  said,  “but 
your  rights  cannot  be  violated.” 

He  also  urged  United  Methodists  to 
examine  the  moral  implications  of 
retaliatory  violence  “which  leads  to 
war”  and  suggested  they  take  "an 

First  Asian 
‘missioners’ 
come  to  U.S. 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Three  Asian 
Christian  leaders  arrived  in  the  U.S. 
Sept.  15  to  begin  the  first  phase  of  a  two- 
way  mission  exchange.  Next  year  10 
Asian  Americans  will  go  to  Asia  for  nine 
months  to  work  alongside  nationals 
engaged  in  a  variety  of  activities. 

Sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
World  Division,  the  exchange  was 
initiated  at  the  request  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Asian  American  United 
Methodists  (FNAAUM).  The  National 
Division  participated  in  the  task  force 
which  planned  the  project. 

“The  three  Asian  missioners  were 
nominated  by  ethnic  minority  caucuses 
within  United  Methodism,”  explained 
Barbara  Chase,  Asia/Pacific 
coordinator  for  the  World  Division. 
“These  groups  are  also  making  arrange¬ 
ments  for  itineration  and  hospitality. 

“Since  the  needs  of  each  ethnic  group 
are  noticeably  different,"  she  added, 
“the  program  has  been  tailored  to  the 
special  needs  of  each  group.” 

For  three  months,  the  visitors  will 
share  with  groups  of  Asian  American 
seminarians,  pastors,  local  churches  and 
community  projects  their  common 
concerns  and  issues  of  global  ministry. 

Recruiting  has  already  started  in  the 
U.S.  for  the  second  phase  of*the  mission 
exchange,  due  to  start  in  June,  1980. 


‘Dear  Deborah'’ 


Visiting  missionaries  okay? 


such  as  The  Christian  Voice  and  the 
Moral  Majority  have  attracted  wide¬ 
spread  media  attention  recently  after 
opening  offices  in  Washington. 

“I  don’t  think  the  Christian  faith  should 
be  used  to  baptize  any  political 
persuasion,”  Mr.  Elder  said.  “The 
Christian  faith  should  be  the  norm,  the 
standard,  and  if  it  is,  I  think  it  defies  any 
doctrinaire  labeling.  Jesus,  for  example, 
always  frustrated  people  who  tried  to 
classify  him  in  liberal  or  conservative 
categories.” 

Mr.  Elder  added  that  he  is  "leery  of 
Christian  politicos  who  can  determine 
their  positions  on  the  issues  too  quickly, 
perhaps  allowing  a  political- 
philosophical  allegiance  to  tell  them 
where  to  stand  and  using  their  faith  to 
authenticate  the  position.  In  fact,  I  find  it 
hard  to  believe  that  any  Christian  group 
which  tries  to  be  true  to  the  standard  of 
the  gospel  will  always  come  up  on  one 
political  or  philosophical  side.” 


Dear  Deborah. 

My  husband  and  l,  our  son  and  his  wife 
are  going  to  be  making  a  trip  to  South 
American  countries  this  winter.  We  have 
always  been  supportive  of  our  missions 
program  and  we  are  wondering  if  it 
would  be  proper  for  us  to  visit  some  of 
our  missionaries  there  and  see  their 
work  We’d  like  to  take  slides  and  movies 
to  show  to  our  church  school  classes 
when  we  return. 

How  would  we  go  about  such  visits? 

Thanking  you. 

Mrs.  R.  H. 

Dear  Mrs.  R.  H.: 

I  am  hesitant  to  answer  either  a  firm 
“yes”  or  firm  “no”  to  your  query.  One 
close  friend  who  spent  years  as  a 
missionary  complained  that  well  over  50 
percent  of  his  time  was  spent 
entertaining  and  enlightening  visitors 
rather  than  doing  his  work!  His  family 
was  expected  to  entertain  everyone  from 
bishops  to  out-of-funds  young  people  who 
"dropped”  in. 

On  the  other  hand,  certainly  interest  by 
local  churches  in  these  missions  is 
extremely  crucial  and  needs  cultivation. 
I  guess  I  would  try  to  make  reservations 
(or  ask  the  missionary  to  make  such  for 
me)  nearby  and  then  be  very  considerate 
in  the  matter  of  requiring  personal  time 
of  the  missionary.  We  can  often  do  in  an 
hour  what  we  might  want  to  take  all  day 
doing.  Make  the  time  count! 


Missionaries,  what  is  your  advice  on 
this? 

Dear  Deborah: 

Should  a  minister  phone  before  making 
a  house  call ?  My  husband  and  I  stayed  up 
a  good  part  of  the  night  discussing  this 
after  our  minister  dropped  in  on  us 
during  a  family  argument  and  when  our 
house  was  a  mess.  (I  work  all  day.)  I 
think  it  is  polite  to  call  and  ask  to  come  to 
one’s  home  —  I  wouldn’t  drop  in  to  his 
house  without  calling  first.  My  husband 
says  it  is  traditional  for  the  minister  to 
call  whenever  he  wants  to. 

Settle  our  Fight 

Dear  “Settle  our  Fight" : 

It  is  increasingly  considered  proper  for 
a  minister  to  call  and  make  an 
appointment  to  come  to  one’s  home  on  a 
routine  call.  If  there  has  been  a  death  in 
the  family  and  he/she  has  been  notified 
of  the  death,  then  the  call  could  be  made 
whenever  possible.  However,  your 
husband  is  correct  in  saying  that  it  has 
long  been  the  practice  for  ministers  to 
call  in  homes  without  appointment  or 
invitation.  Some  people  still  like  this  and 
would  find  it  awkward  if  the  minister 
phoned  first. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 

"Dear  Deborah"  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


equally  strong  position  against 
preventive  violence  in  which  law  falls  by 
the  wayside.” 

The  international  panel  also  heard  Kris 
Eppler,  a  mission  intern,  report  on  the 
arrest  and  trial  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
bishop  and  two  Protestant  ministers  who 
joined  with  fishermen  on  the  island  of 
Vieques  to  protest  the  U.S.  Navy’s  use  of 
the  tiny  island  off  Puerto  Rico  for  target 
practice  and  storage  of  NATO  ammu¬ 
nition. 

The  panel  voted  to  send  a  telegram  to 
Judge  Torruellas  of  the  federal  tribunal 
in  San  Juan,  urging  dismissal  of  charges 
against  18  others  arrested  in  the  May  15 
protest,  as  well  as  commutation  of  sen¬ 
tences  already  passed  on  the  three  clergy- 
persons. 

Adult  stages 
of  life  seen 
as  challenge 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  One  of  the 
greatest  challenges  facing  the  religious 
community  today  is  helping  individuals 
understand  the  spiritual  meaning  of  their 
lives  as  they  pass  through  various  stages 
and  crises  of  adulthood,  according  to  two 
Christian  psychologists. 

While  the  question  “Who  am  I?”  is  a 
paramount  question  in  adolescence, 
"What  does  it  all  mean?”  becomes  the 
question  of  particular  concern  in  the 
maturing  years  of  adulthood,  said 
Evelyn  Easton  Whitehead  and  James  D. 
Whitehead,  a  Catholic  couple. 

The  Whiteheads  are  authors  of  a  new 
book,  “Christian  Life  Patterns;  The 
Psychological  Challenges  and  Religious 
Invitations  of  Adult  Life”  (Doubleday, 
$8.95) .  They  are  consultants  at  the  Center 
for  Pastoral  and  Social  Ministry  at  Notre 
Dame  University. 

“Christian  Life  Patterns"  seeks  to  add 
a  religious  dimension  to  studies  of  recent 
years  which  have  pointed  out  that 
adulthood  is  not  a  static  period  of 
maturity,  but  of  continuing  growth 
toward  increasing  maturity. 

“Adulthood  takes  us  by  surprise,”  the 
Whiteheads  said.  “We  find  we  are  not 
‘finished  products’  as  expected.  Our 
adult  lives  are  not  stable  and  settled,  but 
still  filled  with  confusing  ambiguities  and 
challenging  dilemmas. 

“Significant  personal  development 
should  not  be  unexpected  in  adulthood,” 
according  to  the  Whiteheads.  “Change  is 
as  much  a  description  of  the  later  50 
years  of  life  as  of  the  first  25.” 

In  an  interview  here,  the  Whiteheads 
acknowledged  that  the  crises  of  so-called 
“old  age”  is  a  new  modem  problem 
which  has  not  been  adequately  faced. 

Crowd  control 
poses  problems 
in  pope’s  visit 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  major  cost 
factor  and  security  responsibility  during 
the  visit  of  Pope  John  Paul  II  to  the 
United  States,  Oct.  1-7,  will  be  crowd 
control. 

Huge  crowds  of  over  a  million  persons 
are  estimated  for  each  of  the  pontiff’s 
stops  in  Boston,  New  York  City, 
Philadelphia,  Des  Moines,  Chicago  and 
Washington,  D.C. 

In  Boston,  police  estimates  say 
overtime  alone  will  be  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars.  Mayor  Kevin  H.  White 
has  also  requested  an  emergency 
appropriation  from  the  city  council  of 
$850,000  to  cover  municipal  expenses  for 
crowd  control. 

In  New  York,  Police  Commisioner 
Robert  McGuire  said  that  the  pope’s  visit 
will  require  “massive  movement  of 
police  officers.”  He  said  “most,  if  not  all, 
of  the  able-bodied  cops”  on  the  23, 000- 
man  force  will  be  enlisted.  The 
financially  troubled  city  is  asking  for 
federal  funds  to  help,  the  commissioner 
noted.  Police  overtime  costs  for  the  late 
Pope  Paul  Vi’s  1965  visit  to  New  York 
amounted  to  just  under  a  million  dollars, 
so  that  similar  costs  now  can  be  expected 
to  be  much  higher,  a  police  spokesman 
reported. 

On  the  diocesan  level,  Cardinal 
Huberto  S.  Medeiros,  Archbishop  of 
Boston,  has  made  an  appeal  for  a  special 
collection  to  help  defray  the  diocesan 
expenses  of  the  visit,  also  estimated  at 
about  a  quarter-million  dollars. 

Carmela  Kube,  assistant  director  of 
communications  for  the  Archdiocese  of 
Washington,  said  expenses  at  the 
National  Shrine  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception  and  Catholic  University  will 
be  split  between  the  institutions  and  the 
archdiocese. 

Unsolicited  donations  to  help  with 
expenses  have  been  coming  in  the  mail 
already,  she  said.  Additionally,  most  of 
the  “leg-work”  prior  to  the  papal  trip  is 
donated  labor  by  volunteers. 

Although  there  has  been  no  final 
determination  on  finances,  she 
mentioned  that  the  funds  might  have  to 
be  taken  from  other  projects,  if 
necessary. 

Communications  spokesman  Len 
Czabator,  of  the  Philadelphia 
archdiocese,  said  since  the  visit  is  so 
unprecedented,  there  are  no  accurate 
estimates  of  expenses.  Final  figures  will, 
of  course,  not  be  available  until  after  the 
events. 
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Youth  Have  Busy 


Summer 


MONROE  DYT  (Clockwise  beginning 
with  girl  in  striped  shirt)  -  front  L  to  R  - 
Belinda  Rainbolt,  Colleen  Branidge. 
Angela  Abernathy,  seated  L  to  R  -  Phil 
Wheelis,  David  Cox,  Doug  Robinson, 
Wanda  Jenkins,  Tammy  Alexander, 
standing  L  to  R  •  Shirley  Sherman,  Jim 
Jones. 


RUSTON  DYT:  seated  L  to  R  -  Kathy 
Sherer,  Shawn  McCoy ;  standing  L  to  R  - 
Harvey  Harris,  Gi  Gi  Nolte,  Paul  Gulley, 
Alicia  Johnson,  Ed  Dilworth. 


BATON  ROUGE  —  LAFAYETTE  DYT:  Standing  L  to  R  Adrian  Mason,  Don  Ross, 
Lily  Mae  Lee;  in  tree  —  Karen  Blankenbaker,  Betsy  Boswell,  £aul  Malson. 


LAKE  CHARLES  DYT:  bottom  L  to  R  —  Susan  Parker,  Eddie  Morgan,  Arietta 
Franks,  middle  L  to  R  —  Becky  Shaddock,  Susan  Lewis,  top  —  L  to  R  —  Bill  Blansett. 


OFFICERS  ELECTED  FOR  CONFERENCE  YOUTH  —  Youth  elected  at  the 
recent  meebng  of  the  Conf.  Youth  Team  were  (1  to  r):  Susan  Hill,  President,  Carol 
Peters,  Vice-President;  Shawn  McCoy.  National  Youth  Steering  Committee;  Rose 
Johnson,  Newsletter  Editor;  Laura  Echols,  Youth  Service  Fund  Chairperson;  and 
Stacy  Sullivan,  Secretary. 


BATON  ROUGE  —  HAMMOND  DYT:  (seated  L  to  R)  Mae  Belle  Dunn,  Ann 
Oglesby  Randy  Nichols,  Shirley  Jacocks,  Aimee  Munson.  Standing  L  to  R  —  Elma 
Scott,  Terrell  Copenhaver,  Laura  Pope,  Patricia  Pottes.  Donna  Sibley.  Matt  Jacocks, 
Eudora  Kent. 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  HOUMA  DYT:  (left  to  right)  front  —  Kim  Caldwell,  middle  — 
Gwyneth  Hutton,  Charlotte  Monk,  Paul  Pritchard,  back  —  Meg  Richards,  Tim 
Lawson,  Jeff  Blakeman. 


DYT’S  Prepare 
For  Busy  Year 


Plans  are  well  underway  for  a  viable 
youth  ministry  in  each  district  during  the 
coming  year.  The  various  District  Youth 
Teams  are  shown  on  the  final  day  of  the 
District  Youth  Team  Training  Event 
held  at  Centenary  College  in  June.  Dr. 


Charles  B.  Simmons,  Director  of  Church 
Relations  at  Centenary  and  Rev.  Bert 
Scott,  Director  of  the  Intern  Program  for 
the  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers, 
assisted  with  the  leadership  for  this 
event. 


1979-80  CONFERENCE  YOUTH  TEAM  BEGINS  WORK  -  All  nine  districts  were 
represented  by  twenty-nine  persons  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  1979-80  CYT.  Shown 
above  are:  (front  1  tor)  Carol  Peters,  Shirley  Sherman,  (seated  1  tor)  Alvin  Eames, 
Belinda  Rainbolt,  Rebecca  Allred,  Stacy  Sullivan.  Jim  Jones,  (kneeling  1  to  r)  Jerry 
James,  Susan  Hill,  Deanna  Pollar,  Jeff  May,  Betsy  Boswell,  Becky  Shaddock.  Jeff 
May,  Angela  Abernathy,  Paul  Fellows,  (standing  I  to  r)  Edward  Corley,  Rose 
Johnson.  Paul  Gulley,  Charlotte  Monk,  Randy  Nichols,  Laura  Echols,  Shawn  McCoy, 
and  Petti  Jernigan.  Not  shown  are  Tim  Lawson,  Mark  Martin,  and  Kathi  Finnell. 


MB 


ALEXANDRIA  DYT:  (front  to  back)  Stacy  Sullivan,  Edward  Corley,  Tyra 
Bonnette,  Mark  Martin,  Becky  Thomas,  Paul  Fellows,  Nelwyn  Curtis. 


SHREVEPORT  DYT:  (clockwise  beginning  with  "Syd  Nelson  t-shirt)  Ron  Whitler, 
Tyna  Wilkins,  Gene  Crosby,  Rebecca  Allred,  Joe  Provence,  Kathy  Snelling,  Laura 
Echols. 


YOUTH  TO  BE  REPRESENTED  ON  CONFERENCE  BOARDS  AND  AGENCIES 
—  Ten  youth  have  chosen  to  represent  the  concerns  of  youth  on  the  following 
Conference  Boards  and  Agencies:  (bottom  1  to  r)  Paul  Gulley  —  CCOM:  Charlotte 
Monk  —  Nominations;  Jeff  Blakeman  —  Church  and  Society;  Edward  Corley  — 
CCOM.  (middle  1  to  r)  —  Deanna  Pollar  —  Status  and  Role  of  Woman,  Becky 
Shaddock  -  Global  Ministries,  Patti  Jernigan  —  Discipleship.  (top  1  to  r)  Betsy 
Boswell  —  Religion  and  Race;  Jeff  May  —  Nominations.  Not  shown  is  Susan  Hill  — 
Laity. 
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Delegates  and  visitors  who  attended  the 
opening  session  of  the  100th  Anniversary 
Celebration  during  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  overflowed  the 
main  floor  of  the  Sanctuary  and  spilled  up  into 
the  balcony.  The  meeting,  held  at  First  UMC, 
Shreveport,  was  the  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  body. 

Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward,  who  presided  over 
the  meeting,  told  delegates  that  this  is  an 
exciting  time  to  be  alive.  Although  many 
basic  attitudes  and  behavior  patterns  have 
changed  in  the  last  century,  she  told  the 
assembly,  human  needs  have  not  changed; 
and  the  need  for  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
still  basic. 

Highlights  of  past  four  years 

Mrs.  Ward  outlined  the  past  four  years.  Ten 
Covenant  Prayer  Groups  have  been  formed; 
$36,000  was  collected  for  the  Prayer  &  Self- 


Conference  UMW 
officers-1980 


President  .  .  Mrs.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
Vice  President  . .  Mrs.  Walter  Brock 

Secretary . Mrs.  Chris  Hall 

Treasurer . Mrs.  Leo  Hoffpauir 

Christian 

Personhood. .  . .  Mrs.  Howard  Milo 
Christian  Global 

Concerns . Mrs.  Wayne  Bryan 

Christian  Soc. 

Involv . Mrs.  T.  J.  Butler,  Sr. 

Supportive 

Community . Mrs.  George 

Chastain 

Mbrshp.. .  Mrs.  Warren  Blakeman 
Chp.  Comm,  on  Nom . Mrs.  L.  R. 

Rone 


Denial  program,  the  first  Conference-Wide 
Retreat  was  held  at  Sea  Shore  Assembly, 
near  Biloxi;  and  $6,000  was  given  for  the 
Rural  Development  Fund.  Mrs.  Ward  said 
that  women  are  the  major  ‘‘food  developers” ; 
so  that  this  offering  —  used  for  land  reform, 
water  projects,  and  production  and 
marketing  —  helped  other  women.  $1,700  was 
given  for  the  Assembly  Fund  to  assist  in  a 
residential  program  for  women  released  from 
prison.  There  was  a  Membership  Motivation 
workshop  as  a  part  of  the  goal  to  increase 
membership  by  10%. 

Several  outstanding  women  were  honored 
during  the  past  four  years:  Mrs.  Estelle 
Dameron  was  named  Valiant  Woman  of  the 
Year  by  the  Church  Women  United;  Mrs. 
Ruth  Carter  published  a  book;  and  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Mae  Taylor,  as  a  legislator.  Women 
were  elected  to  both  the  General  Conference 
and  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 

For  All  The  Saints 


Over  1000  atteM  annual  meeting 


[ations,  in  1976  and  for  1980  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Adele  Compton  was  the  leader  of  the 
delegation  in  1976. 

There  were  New  Officer  Training 
Workshops,  District  Officer  Training 
Programs,  and  Seminars  on  the  Law  of  the 
Sea  —  which  became  a  conference  program. 
Through  the  initiation  of  the  UMW,  the 
Charter  on  Racial  Justice  Policies,  has  been 
ratified  by  the  67  local  societies  and  by  7 
districts. 

Mrs.  Ward  told  the  delegates  that  the 
pledge  to  missions  was  over  paid  in  1978,  and 
the  total  $175,000  was  given;  1300  persons 
have  attended  Schools  of  Christian  Missions; 
and  a  new  Conference  newsletter  was  begun. 

Heritage  Candle  Feature  of  Conf. 

One  of  the  major  events  of  the  Meeting,  was 
lighting  of  a  Heritage  Candle.  The  idea  was  to 
burn  the  candle  for  one  minute  in  honor  or  in 


memory  of  various  persons  who  have  given 
outstanding  service  to  their  local  society. 
Instead  of  $1.00  per  minute,  or  $1,400, 
however,  some  $6,600  was  collected.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Mrs.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  treasurer, 
that  amounted  to  $4.75  per  minute  for  the 
24-hour.  This  offering  will  be  used  for 
missions. 

Mrs.  Hoffpauir  presented  a  proposed 
budget  of  $204,500  —  $171,000  of  which  is  the 
pledge  to  missions  —  for  1980,  and  it  was 
adopted  by  the  assembly. 

Delegates  Elected  for 
Out-of-Conference  Post 

Six  persons  were  elected  to  represent  the 
Conf.  UMW  to  the  Jurisdiction  Conference: 
Mrs.  Richard  Hoffpauir;  Mrs.  Walter  Brock; 
Mrs.  Wayne  Bryan;  Mrs.  T.  J.  Butler,  Sr.; 
Mrs.  Carlyle  Chapman;  Mrs.  Warren 
Blakeman.  Alternates  elected  were:  Mrs.  Leo 


Hoffpauir  and  Mrs.  Chris  Hall.  Persons 
nominated  to  the  Women’s  Division  were: 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas;  Mrs.  Harvey 
Carter;  and  Mrs.  Wiley  B.  Gardner,  with  Mrs. 
Wayne  Bryan  as  the  Reserve. 

Special  Honors  Given 
Mrs.  C.  B.  McGowan  presented  Sustaining 
Memberships  to  Mrs.  Glenn  Laskey  and  Mrs. 
C.  Jarett  Gray,  Sr.  during  the  banquet  on 
Friday  evening.  Mrs.  McGowan  explained,  in 
making  the  presentation,  that  a  Sustaining 
Membership  represents  a  $500  gift  to  missions 
in  honor  of  the  person  named  The  service 
honoring  retiring  Conf.  officers  was 
conducted  by  Mrs  Robert  Compton.  Those 
honored  were  Mrs.  Truman  Ward  —  Conf. 
President;  Mrs  Louie  Chrisman  —  Sec.; 
Mrs.  Sadie  Williams,  Mrs.  Vera  Williams, 
and  Mrs.  Clarence  Bell  —  Nominations 
Committee. 


“As  we  did  the  research  for  this 
drama,  we  were  struck,  over  and  over, 
that  it  was  not  the  leaders,  or  the 
officers,  but  women  who  are  nameless 
who  have  contributed  the  most.  They 
served  without  glory  and  honor  ...” 
These  words,  spoken  by  Mrs.  Warren 
Blakeman,  were  the  introduction  of  a 
drama  which  depicted  the  100-year 
history  of  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

The  Centenary  College  Choir,  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Will  Andress, 
presented  a  “Sampler  of  American 


Music”  and  sang  during  the  changes  of 
scenes  for  the  drama.  Mrs.  Blakeman 
and  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery  were  the 
narrators. 

The  program,  which  utilized  a  number 
of  “actresses”  from  the  group, 
rehearsed  the  100-year  history  of  the 
Meth.  Protestant,  the  Meth.  Episcopal, 
and  the  Meth.  Episcopal  South  Churches, 
the  various  names  by  which  the  societies 
were  known,  and  their  struggle  to  be 
faithful  to  the  call  of  God  for  missions. 


Theos  Foundation 


T.H.E.O.S.  is  a  Christian,  mutual  self- 
help  group  designed  to  help  bereaved 
young,  middle-aged  and  older  widows 
and  widowers  and  their  families  cope 
with  day  to  day  problems  and  to  work 
their  way  through  grief  caused  by  the 
loss  of  a  loved  one.  Theos  is  a  Greek  word 
meaning  “God,”  and  also  the  letters 
stand  for,  “They  Help  Each  Other 
Spiritually.”  Theos  is  founded  on  the 
principle  that  the  widowed  communicate 
most  sensitively  with  one  another.  The 
T.H.E.O.S.  Organization  in  Baton  Rouge 
is  sponsored  by  the  First  UMC. 

The  T.H.E.O.S.  Foundation  was 
founded  by  the  late  Mrs.  Bea  Decker  in 
1962  as  the  result  of  her  suffering  in 
dealnig  With  herhusband’s  death,  She-is 
co-author  of  the  book,  After  the  Flowers 
Have  Gone. 

There  are  more  than  seventy  chapters 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Theos  is 
interdenominational  and  incorporated  as 
a  non-profit  organization.  It  is  governed 
by  a  board  of  directors  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  The  Baton  Rouge  Theos 
Foundation  received  its  charter  June  18, 
1979  from  the  International  T.H.E.O.S. 
Foundation  in  Pittsburgh.  This  is  the 
first  chapter  to  be  organized  in 
Louisiana. 


NOTE  TO  THOSE  WHO  ATTENDED  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING.  We  plan  to 
do  a  Special  Page  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  with  the  picture  of  events  which  were 
made.  It  will  be  published  about  the  middle  of  October.  There  are  a  couple  of 
special  pages  already  scheduled.  We  hope  that  you  will  watch  for  it 

Broadway-Style 
Musical  Comedy 


We  are  still  having  difficulty  with  local 
church  treasurers  sending  checks  that 
are  made  out  to  Robert  Crichlow, 
Leonard  Cooke,  and  even,  J.  E.  Hearn. 
Needless  to  say,  the  bank  only  returns 
our  endorsement  cause  ain’t  none  of 
them  here  now.  When  you  make  out  a 
check  for  the  conference  treasurer,  we 
would  prefer  that  you  make  it  payable  to 
“LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFER¬ 
ENCE”  —  that  way  no  one  will  be 
confused.  For  those  few  folks  who  still 
are  sending  things  to  the  wrong  place,  it 
only  slows  down  the  process :  we  are  at  P. 
O.  DRAWER  3057,  BATON  ROUGE, 
70821.  Most  everyone  has  made  the 
change,  but  there  are  still  a  few 
“holdouts.”  Be  sure  to  check  that  you 
have  the  proper  computer  number  on  the 
proper  form.  All  of  us  will  appreciate  it. 


Tickets  are  now  on  sale  for  the  premier 
performances  of  a  new  Broadway-styled 
musical  comedy  Go  Out  Singing.  The 
show,  written  by  the  very  successful 
team  of  Hank  Beebe  and  Bill  Heyer,  will 
be  staged  in  Shreveport’s  Civic  Theater 
at  7:30  p.m.  on  October  19  and  20th,  and 
at  3:00p.m.  on  October  21st. 

The  show,  commissioned  and  staged 
by  First  UMC  Shreveport,  is  being 
presented  with  plans  already  underway 
for  a  run  on  Broadway.  It  is  intended  that 
G6"‘Out  Singing  be  die  next  successful 
show,  on  a  religious  theme,  in  the  vein  of 
Godspell,  and  Jesus  Christ,  Superstar. 
Simon  Peter  will  be  the  subject  of  this 
show. 

The  production  will  feature  a  cast  of 
local,  as  well  as  New  York  actors,  and' 

Confirm  Camp  Workshops 

Two  Confirmation  Camp  Workshops 
have  been  set  up  for  the  Conference  — 
one  at  Camp  Istrouma  and  one  at  Caney 
Conference  Centre.  Rev.  William 
Tomlinson  from  the  Iowa  Conference  will 
be  the  Resource  person.  Bill  has  had 
several  years  experience  in  planning  and 
directing  confirmation  camps.  The 
primary  materials  to  be  used  will  be 
“Confirming  My  Faith,”  however,  other 
resources  will  be  available,  too. 
Ministers  who  attend  are  requested  to 
bring  their  own  materials.  The 
Conference  Camping  Committee  will  pay 
for  room  and  board. 


Notice 

Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Special  Offering  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  in  all  the  churches  on 
Oct.  21. 


You  can  see  below  that  the  computer  is  already  in  place; 
and  Maureen  Dartez,  Jimmie  Caraway,  and  Cathy  Fuller  are 
well  along  in  learning  how  to  operate  it.  The  system  is  made 
up  of  three  parts:  Jimmie  has  his  hand  on  the  printer,  the 
“storage  cabinet”  is  in  the  corner,  and  the  thing  that  looks 
like  a  typewriter  with  a  window  on  the  left  side  is  the 
computer.  Work  is  going  on  to  get  the  “program”  written  at 
the  present  time;  the  staff  is  learning  computer-talk  (words 
like  “run,”  “utility”  and  “execute”  have  become  the  “in”- 
words  now);  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  whole  thing  will  be  in 
operation  before  the  beginning  of  the  new  fiscal  year.  Where, 
at  one  time,  the  equipment  which  runs  this  computer  would 
have  filled  a  whole  room,  in  our  age  of  miniature  parts  and 
components  and  a  lot  of  other  things  we  do  not  understand, 
this  sort  of  equipment  has  become  usable  for  an  operation 
such  as  ours. 
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will  be  under  the  stage  direction  of 
Richard  Schmidt,  choreography  by 
Carol  Anglien,  and  the  musical  direction 
of  Will  Andress.  James  Hull  Miller  has 
designed  the  sets  and  Irene  Corey, 
formerly  of  Shreveport  and  now  Dallas, 
the  costumes.  Arthur  Harris,  arranger 
for  the  Philadelphia  Orchestra  is  the 
orchestrator. 

Beebe  and  Heyer  are  best  known  for 
their  music  used  in  the  CBS  50th 
Anniversary  Shows ,  the  Emmy  Award 
Show,  anameir  1976  Critics  Award  for 
the  Best  Show  Off  Broadway.  They  also 
have  many  commercials  in  circulation. 

Tickets  are  now  on  sale  at  $5.00  each 
and  are  available  by  writing:  Tickets, 
First  UMC,  Head  of  Texas  Street, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  71101.  For  further 
information,  phone  (318  )  424-4373. 


Thirty-eight  of  sixty  students  attending  the 
first  Fall  Retreat  at  The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  at  LSU.  The  September  7-9  event  took 
place  at  Fountainbleu  Park  and  featured  Dr. 


Ed  Everding,  Professor  of  New  Testament  at 
Iliff  School  of  Theology.  Will  Finnin  is  campus 
minister  at  TUCM. 


Around  The  Conference 


SULPHUR  -  The  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  had  their  meeting  at  the  new 
camp  which  was  recently  donated  to  the 
church.  The  meeting  took  place  on  the 
same  night  the  area  had  an  11-inch  rain. 
Of  course  the  menu  for  the  evening  was 
crab  gumbo  —  what  else  would  you  serve 
on  a  night  like  that?  The  men  voted  to 
become  a  part  of  the  Upper  Room  Prayer 
Covenant  Group.  Members  of  the  group 
covenant  to  come  together  once  a  month 
to  accept  prayer  request  from  all  across 
the  nation,  which  are  forwarded  from  the 
toll  free  Prayer  Line  in  Nashville. 

DALLAS  —  Robert  Galatas  and  Rick 
Hebert  will  represent  the  Louisiana 
Conference  on  the  Perkins  Alumni 
Council,  which  will  meet  in  Dallas,  on 
October  15-17th,  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  The  Council  is  made  up  of 
appointed  and  elected  members  of  each 
annual  conference  in  the  SC  Jurisdiction, 
plus  nine  members-at-large. 

MONROE  —  The  Monroe  District 
Laymen’s  Retreat,  September  15  and  16 
brought  together  laymen  from  across  the 
District  in  a  meeting  at  the  Billy 
Pomeroy  Caney  Conference  Centre.  The 
theme  of  the  retreat  was  EVANGELISM 
and  Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  director  of 
church  careers  at  Centenary  College, 
was  the  principal  resource  person  and 
speaker.  Sunday  morning.  Jack  Dew, 
West  Monroe,  brought  an  inspirational 
message  and  Malcolm  Bass  provided 
musical  leadership.  The  retreat 
concluded  with  the  Sunday  noon  meal 
followed  by  the  Celebration  of  Holy 
Communion. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  The  Hughes 
Church  of  the  BRH  District  recently 
celebrated  their  52nd  Church 
Anniversary  with  Jordan  UMC  and  their 
pastor,  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  being 
their  guest.  Over  $7,000  was  raised  by  the 
members  of  Hughes.  Rev.  W.  J  Miller  is 
the  pastor. 

C*on^.  youth  team  Sets  priorities 

The  newly  elected  1979-80  CYT  held 
their  initial  meeting  at  Univ.  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge.  REVITALIZATION  OF 
YOUTH  MINISTRY  IN  THE  LOCAL 
CHURCH  was  the  number  one  priority 
chosen  by  the  group.  Other  priorities  for 
1980-81  are:  Family  life,  expand 
ministries  to  ethnic  minority  persons, 
promote  youth  service  fund,  and  broaden 
perspectives  on  social  issues.  Leadership 
training  for  youth  and  adults  and  dealing 
with  opposing  peer  pressure  will  be  vital 
elements  in  the  programming  of  each 
priority. 

The  Team  will  have  three  additional 
meetings.  These  meetings  are  open  to 
any  youth  who  wishes  to  attend.  Dates 
set  are  October  27;  January  4-5;  and 
April  11-12.  Contact  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  for  further  details. 
This  year  the  CYT  is  composed  of  two 
youth  and  the  District  Youth  Coordinator 
from  each  district  plus  six  youth  at- 
large,  two  adults  at-large,  and  the  Conf. 
Youth  Coordinator. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE  —  Louise 
Lafitte  has  been  selected  as  the  26th 
recipient  of  the  Grace  Mimms  Alumns  — 
Mary  Mimms  Grant,  one  of  the  oldest 
scholarships  at  Centenary  College.  The 
financial  award  was  made  by  Mrs.  R.  E. 
White  of  the  Southern  Literary  Club 
which  administers  the  grant.  Louise  is  a 
graduate  of  Byrd  High  School.  She  is 
interested  in  the  arts,  music,  and  drama ; 
and  she  plays  the  bass  with  the 
Shreveport  Symphony. 

SPRINGHILL  -'The  First  UMC 
celebrated  home  coming  recently.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Boddie,  district 
superintendent  of  the  NOS,  and  former 
pastor  of  the  church,  was  guest  preacher 

RINGGOLD  —  Mr.  J.  Howard  Tooke, 
father  of  Rev.  Karl  B.  Tooke,  died  in 
Minden  September  20.  The  funeral  was 
held  in  Ringgold  with  Rev.  Ray  Holt 
officiating  Mr.  Tooke  was  93  years  of 
age  and  a  longtime  member  of  Grand 
Bayou  UMC. 

BLANCHARD  —  We  note  that  the 
youth  of  Blanchard  UMC  have  been 
invited  to  attend  the  13th  Annual  UMYF 
Day,  sponsored  by  the  SMU  Athletic 
Department  on  October  13  at  Texas 
Stadium  in  Irving.  The  bulletin  does  not 
say,  but  we  wonder  how  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Crosby  will  be  able  to  be  a  youth  at  the 


football  game,  and  still  preach  on  Sunday 
morning! 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Parker  UMC  will 
celebrate  its  103rd  Anniversary  on 
October  14.  Dr.  A.  S.  Hurley,  former 
pastor  now  retired  and  living  in 
Franklin,  will  preach  at  the  morning 
worship  service.  Special  music  for  the 
day  is  to  include  “Amazing  Grace”, 
played  on  bagpipes  and  the  organ.  We 
are  not  sure  what  bagpipes  have  to  do 
with  celebrating  a  103rd  anniversary,  but 
it  certainly  would  be  something 
inspirational  to  hear. 

BATON  ROUTE  -  The  United 
Methodist  Women  of  St.  Mark  UMC  held 
a  fellowship  dinner  at  the  Prince  Murat 
Inn  last  month.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Miles,  and 
Mrs.  Carolyn  McKee  were  chairpersons 
for  the  Courtesy  and  Fellowship 
Committee. 

HOMER  —  'Tis  the  season  for 
Bazaars.  First  UMC  is  planning  their 
bazaar  for  later  this  month.  The  circle 
members  of  the  UMW  are  contributing 
three  different  items :  Baked  foods,  handi 
craft  items,  and  potted  plant  cuttings. 
We  noticed  in  the  announcement  about 
the  bazaar  that  they  are  even  planning  a 
bazaar  workshop.  And  we  noticed  that 
they  did  not  even  spell  it  "bizarre” ! 


Mini-wkshp  for  bell  directors 


If  you  are  a  new  director  of  a  bell  choir 
and  do  not  know  where  to  start  ;  or  if  you 
are  a  long-time  director  and  want  some 
fresh  ideas  and  new  music;  or  if  you  have 
a  super  choir  and  lots  of  things  to  share; 
or  if  your  church  has  a  set  of  bells  and 
there  is  no  one  to  direct  the  choir;  you 
will  be  interested  in  2  mini-workshops  for 
bell  choir  directors  slated  in  the  month  of 
October. 

If  you  like  initials,  this  one  has  them. 
The  workshops  are  sponsored  by  the 
A.G.E.H.R.  (that  stands  for  the 


American  Guild  of  English  Hand  Belled 
Ringers  Incorporated. ) 

One  workshop  will  be  held  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport  on 
Saturday,  October  13th,  from  9:00  - 12:00 
a  m.  The  other  workshop  will  be  held  at 
the  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  on 
Saturday,  October  20th,  from  9:00-12:00 
am.  If  you  would  like  some  more 
information  about  either  of  these 
workshops,  you  should  contact  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Woodland,  433  Erlanger;  Slidell, 
Louisiana,  70458. 


Jr.  High  Training  Outreach  Program 

Changes  Community 


Several  persons  have  contacted 
saying  they  were  not  aware  of  the  Junior 
High  Training  Weekend,  planned  for 
Camp  Brewer  for  October  19  -  21st. 
Brochures  have  been  sent  to  pastors  and 
youth  coordinators  but.  just  in  case  you 
have  not  received  one;  the  theme  is  “Do  I 
Love  Myself?  Do  I  Love  My  Neighbor?” 

Ginny  Ward  Holdemess,  authoress  of  a 
number  of  books,  and  well-known 
authority  on  Junior  High  ministry,  will 
be  the  chief  resource  person.  But  other 
staff  people  will  be  folks  within  the 
conference  you  know  :  William  Jones  — 
banners;  Lucki  and  Sandy  Latimer  — 
puppets;  Jerry  and  Sandy  VanHoosen  — 
clown  ministry. 

The  first  session  has  been  set  to  begin 
at  10:00  p.m.,  so  that  some  of  the  adults 
involved  in  the  program  will  have  time  to 
arrive. 

The  training  session  is  for  persons  who 
are  in  the  7th  -  9th  grades  in  school.  It  will 
be  held  at  Camp  Brewer,  located  14  miles 
south  of  Alexandria  on  Highway  165. 


Many  churches  have  Outreach 
Programs  to  their  community,  and  these 
ministries  are  a  vital  part  of  the  church’s 
mission.  One  church  in  Baton  Rouge  has 
an  exceptionally  far  reaching  program, 
and  the  impact  which  this  program  has 
made  is  far  reaching. 

Camphor  Memorial  UMC  reaches 
more  than  6  different  denominations,  as 
well  as  other  United  Methodist  Churches, 
in  its  Outreach  Ministries  Program. 

There  are  two  basketball  teams  —  both 
are  boys  teams  —  and  they  have  been 
Evangelical  League  Champions.  There 
are  four  soccer  teams  which  covers  ages 
8  -  15.  There  is  a  Dance  Skills  and  Study 
Program:  The  Camphorettes  Group  — 
ages  6  -  12,  and  the  Ebony  Group  —  ages 
13  -  22.  There  is  a  women’s  softball  team 
for  women  of  all  ages;  a  ladies  exercise 
class;  and  a  campfire  girl’s  group. 


Dedication  and  courage  extended 
medical  care  to  people  of  Nyadiri 


EL0I6E  AHP  I 
WAVE  FINALLY 
<FTTi£P  &JR 
PI  FFERENCK 


Last  April  when  a  TM/UMR  reporter 
interviewed  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  doctor  Marvin  Piburn  and  his  nurse 
wife,  Carolyn,  at  their  embattled  hospital 
in  northeast  Zimbabwe,  Dr.  Piburn  des¬ 
cribed  their  daily  life  as  a  "tightrope 
walk"  between  government  and 
guerrilla  forces  in  which  a  fatal  step  was 
always  a  possibility  (see  TM/UMR,  Mav 
4). 

Two  weeks  ago  the  "tightrope  walk” 
ended.  The  Pibums  reluctantly  con¬ 
cluded  that  increasing  guerrilla  hostility 
toward  the  hospital  had  made  their  work 
there  impossible.  The  doors  of  the  UMC’s 
Nyadiri  Hospital  were  closed  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  war-beleaguered  Zimbabweans 
were  left  with  no  access  to  modern 
medical  treatment  (see  story  elsewhere 
in  this  issue). 

The  Pibums  had  moved  to  Salisbury, 
90  miles  to  the  southwest,  eight  months 
ago  at  the  insistence  of  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa,  who  feared  for  their  safety. 
But  nearly  every  day  they  commuted  to 
Nyadiri  —  either  over  roads  dotted  with 
landmines  or  in  small  airplanes  piloted 
by  missionary  pilots.  Six  or  seven  days  a 
week,  at  great  risk  to  their  lives,  the 


Piburns  and  a  small  staff  of  Zimbabwean 
nurses  and  aides  kept  the  hospital  open. 
They  kept  it  open  through  a  mortar  bar¬ 
rage  that  turned  the  hospital  roof  into  a 
sieve  last  April.  They  kept  it  open  as 
Zimbabwean  co-workers  were  kidnapped 
by  guerrillas  in  the  night.  They  kept  it 
open  after  Dr.  Piburn  was  held  at 
bayonet  point  and  threatened  by  a  terror¬ 
ist. 

When  it  became  impossible  to  keep  the 
hospital  open  any  longer,  they  closed  it  — 
tearfully,  and  with  the  parting  comment: 
"Some  of  the  ties  here  are  closer  than 
family  ties  at  home.  We  love  the  people. ” 

In  our  age  of  national  cynicism  when  it 
seems  sometimes  "there  are  no  heroes 
left,”  the  Piburns  and  the  score  of  Zim¬ 
babwean  United  Methodists  who  helped 
them  in  their  work  are  an  inspiration. 
We  thank  God  for  their  dedication  and 
for  the  dedication  of  other  "persons  in 
mission”  —  both  Americans  and  nationals 
—  throughout  the  world  who  day  after 
day  work  heroically  and  selflessly  for  the 
church.  While  not  all  missionaries  work 
amid  the  high  drama  experienced  by  the 
Piburns,  their  contributions  nonetheless 
deserve  our  celebration. 
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Each  of  us  can  combat  ‘isolation’ 
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By  LARRY  J.  KING 

"Grandpa  didn't  go  to  church,  but  he 
was  a  Christian.  He  was  good  to  every¬ 
body.”  These  words  were  spoken  by  a 
young  lady  seated  in  my  study.  Her 
grandfather  had  died  the  day  before  and 
the  family  had  come  to  make  arrange¬ 
ments  for  his  funeral.  I  did  not  contradict 
this  young  woman’s  judgment  con¬ 
cerning  her  grandfather’s  state  of  sal¬ 
vation.  It  was  a  time  of  grief  and  not  a 
time  for  a  lesson  in  the  Christian  faith.  I 
would  conduct  the  funeral  service  for  the 
living  and  offer  the  survivors  comfort, 
love  and  the  Good  News  through  the 
ministry  of  Christ’s  Church  and  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  obituary 
would  be  read  and  a  few  words  con¬ 
cerning  the  dead  man’s  life  would  be 
mentioned,  as  well  as  an  appropriate 
Scripture  and  Christian  message. 

But  I  could  not  speak  of  Grandpa’s 
Christian  baptism  that  would  have 
marked  him  as  a  disciple  of  Christ.  I 
could  not  mention  the  importance  in 
Grandpa’s  life  for  the  Holy  Communion 
—  the  sacrament  that  would  have  been 
spiritual  food  for  his  continued  growth 
toward  perfection,  forgiveness  of  sins 
and  life  everlasting.  I  could  not  speak 
about  his  love  and  work  nor  his  witness 


within  the  Body  of  Christ. 

You  see,  I  also  knew  this  young 
woman's  grandfather.  I  could  readily 
agree  with  her  that  he  was  a  good  man. 
But  he  was  not  a  Christian.  He  had  never 
confessed  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior.  He  admitted  this  fact  to  me  on 
several  occasions.  He  had  never  received 
Christian  baptism  or  Holy  Communion. 
He  only  attended  worship  for  an  oc¬ 
casional  wedding  or  funeral.  Grandpa 
was  the  tragic  end  result  of  the  belief  and 
teaching  of  universal  salvation.  TTiis 
teaching  leads  people  to  believe  that 
regardless  of  the  condition  of  one’s  soul, 
all  people  will  ultimately  be  saved.  This 
is  heresy  and  not  sound  theology.  It  is  not 
based  on  Scripture;  it  is  not  to  be  found  in 
orthodox  Christian  tradition;  it  has  never 
been  a  part  of  the  Christian  experience; 
and  it  is  not  based  upon  reason.  If  all 
people  will  ultimately  be  saved  re¬ 
gardless  of  their  condition,  there  would 
be  no  reason  for  the  sacrifice  of  God’s 
Son  upon  the  cross,  and  the  blood  of  the 
martyrs  would  also  be  shed  in  vain. 

The  heresy  of  universal  salvation  has 
been  one  of  the  greatest  evils  and  lies  to 
invade  the  pulpit  and  pew.  It  is  a  theology 
based  on  grace  without  judgment.  Grace 
without  judgment  is  cheap  grace;  that  is 


While  few  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  are  ever  called  upon  to  live  in  the 
kind  of  daily  danger  which  has  been 
faced  by  Marvin  and  Carolyn  Piburn  re¬ 
cently  in  Zimbabwe  (see  preceding 
editorial),  the  call  to  Christian  service 
is  almost  never  an  easy  road. 

As  TM/UMR  has  talked  from  time  to 
time  with  persons  who  have  found  their 
calling  in  overseas  mission  work,  we 
have  discovered  that  one  of  the  most 
common  hardship  is  the  feeling  of  iso¬ 
lation. 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  church  editions  at  University 
,UMC.  Fort  Worth,  Texas  (Central  Texas 
Annual  Conference)  and  First  UMC,  Ver¬ 
sailles,  Kentucky  (Kentucky  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

Each  week  about  800  subscriber-fam¬ 
ilies  at  University  UMC,  and  450  sub¬ 
scriber-families  at  First  UMC  will 
receive  special  editions  of  TM/UMR  with 
their  own  local  church  news  printed  on 
the  front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say:  "Wel¬ 
come.”  We  hope  you  find  your  new 
church  newspaper  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers*  in 
providing  feedback  via  "Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 


We  have  heard  the  feeling  expressed 
by  such  comments  as  "After  you're  out 
here  long  enough  you  begin  to  get  the 
feeling  that  no  one  back  home  re¬ 
members  you”  and  "I  feel  like  a  ‘duck 
out  of  water’  sometimes  —  not  really 
being  a  part  of  this  culture  and  not  really 
being  a  part  of  my  own  either.” 

To  a  great  degree,  such  feelings  are  an 
unavoidable  part  of  “the  territory”  for 
the  missionary  community  and  some¬ 
thing  with  which  each  individual  must 
simply  learn  to  cope.  At  the  same  time. 
United  Methodists  in  this  country  can 
help  by  making  a  greater  effort  as  con¬ 
gregations  and  individuals  to  make 
missionaries  overseas  also  feel  a  part  of 
the  Christian  community  here. 

We  urge  more  local  congregations  to 
make  commitments  for  total  or  partial 
salary  support  of  a  missionary  and  to 
establish  contact  with  that  missionary. 
Information  can  be  obtained  from: 
Lionel  Muthiah,  Office  of  Missionary 
Support,  Room  1310,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10027. 

We  also  urge  individuals  to  contact 
missionaries  on  their  own.  One  way  this 
can  be  done  is  by  purchasing  a  United 
Methodist  prayer  calendar,  which  lists 
the  names,  addresses  and  birthdays  of 
all  missionaries.  In  addition  to  prayer, 
even  a  card  once  a  year  to  some 
missionary  on  his  or  her  birthday  can 
provide  a  needed  lift.  Prayer  calendars 
can  be  ordered  from  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Service  Center,  7820  Reading  Road, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  45237.  Cost  is  $2.50. 


My  Witness 

Religion,  science  both  growing 


By  GLENN  SMITAL 

Astronomy  is  a  rather  remote  science 
to  most  of  us,  but  the  things  astronomers 
have  been  telling  us  are  about  our  own 
back  yard.  'Hiey  have  described  our 
home,  Earth,  as  being  the  size  of  a  pea 
compared  with  a  basketball  of  our  sun. 
Our  sun  is  only  an  average-sized  star 
There  are  millions  and  millions  of  stars 
in  the  sky  and  each  one  is  as  big  or  bigger 
than  our  own  sun.  Many,  perhaps 
millions,  of  these  suns  have  their  own 
planets  like  our  Earth.  New  suns  are 
bom  each  day  and  old  ones  seem  to  fade 
away  and  die. 

Now,  puny  little  man  is  trying  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  secrets  of  this  universe.  He 
works  in  a  laboratory  and  discovers  the 
medicine,  penicillin.  He  digs  in  the 
ground  and  finds  metals  to  build  gadgets 
with  and  fuels  to  fly  to  the  moon.  He 
improves  his  technology  so  everyone  on 
the  earth  has  enough  to  eat  and  invents 
motors  so  no  one  has  to  work  hard.  He 
has  evolved,  through  trial  and  error, 
from  tribal  chiefs,  to  kingdoms  and 
dictatorships,  to  a  more  sensible  and  just 
way  of  governing  himself. 

But  every  time  man  wants  to  rest  on 
his  laurels,  to  step  back  and  say,  "Lopk 
what  I  did,”  there  is  some  new  explosion. 
Someone  working  in  a  different 
laboratory  has  made  a  different  dis¬ 


covery;  someone  digging  a  little  deeper 
has  found  a  new  metal;  or  some  govern¬ 
ment  has  a  new  experiment  in  the  search 
for  justice  and  equality  for  all. 

It  might  help  us  to  understand  that  we 
are  trying  to  fathom  the  universe  with 
very  finite  and  limited  minds.  Our  tools 
to  measure  with  are  as  primitive  as  the 
cave  man  chipping  his  stones. 

We  should  not  expect  perfection  from 
our  institutions  or  our  systems.  We  are 
only  small  individuals  trying  to  solve 
complex  problems.  If  our  politicians  or 
our  religion  don’t  meet  all  our  ex¬ 
pectations,  remember  we  have  only 
scratched  the  surface  of  knowledge. 
Progress  is  like  a  child  learning  to  walk 
—  he  falls  down  often  and  has  to  pick 
himself  up  and  try  again. 

Every  time  we  discover  a  new 
medicine,  we  find  it  has  its  bad  effects. 
When  we  work  out  a  new  system  to 
supply  energy  by  atomic  fission  we  find 
that  the  by-products  are  dangerous  to 
human  life.  This  should  not  cause  us  to 
throw  up  our  hands  in  despair.  It  should 
remind  us  that  we  are  on  a  long  journey 
from  somewhere  to  somewhere  else.  We 
can’t  see  very  far  what’s'  ahead  on  the 
road,  but  we’ve  got  to  keep  going. 

If  anyone  cares  to  observe  his  uni¬ 
verse,  he  can  detect  at  least  one  occur¬ 
rence.  That  is  change.  Minerals,  plants 


or  animals  never  stay  the  same.  From 
day  to  day  they  are  either  growing  bigger 
or  getting  smaller.  All  the  elements  of 
the  earth  are  changing  from  one  com¬ 
pound  to  another  compound.  All  the 
forces  of  nature,  climate,  rain,  sun, 
ocean  currents  are  in  a  constant  state  of 
change.  Man  cannot  alter  his  concept  of 
change.  Either  he  learns  each  day,  or  he 
forgets  each  day.  Either  he  becomes 
more  beautiful  or  becomes  more  ugly, 
but  he  won’t  stay  the  same. 

So  no  matter  how  vast, is  our  universe 
or  how  little  we  know  of  its  ultimate 
truths,  we  have  little  choice  in  the 
matter.  If  we  choose  not  to  progress  on 
this  trail,  then  we  must  regress. 

It  seems  to  me  there  should  be  no 
conflict  between  science,  politics  and 
religion  —  only  apparent  conflict  which 
upon  closer  introspection  can  be  re¬ 
solved. 

Just  as  there  is  a  steady  progress  in 
our  sciences,  there  should  be  an  equally 
steady  progress  in  our  politics  and 
religion  until  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  on 
earth  is  a  recognized  fact. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Glenn  Smital, 
is  a  member  of  Willow  Valley  UMC  in 
Stockton,  Illinois. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Energy  stewardship  demands  courage  and  sacrifice 


To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  commend  Dr.  J.  E.  Corbett 
for  his  “respectful  suggestion”  that  the 
1980  General  Conference  make 
"stewardship  of  energy  resources”  one 
of  its  quadrennial  priorities  (TM/UMR, 
September  14).  I  agree  very  strongly  that 
this  is  not  only  a  critical  issue  for  our 
present  consideration,  but  if  we  do  not 
severely  curb  our  use  of  non-renewable 
energy  resources,  it  will  become  a  “judg¬ 
ment-day”  issue  in  the  future,  when  our 
posterity  will  have  to  pay  for  our  careless 
consumption. 

Indeed.  I  agree  that  this  is  truly  a 
manageable  task  ;  it  is  something  that  all 
of  us  can  do  something  about.  Whether  it 
be  willingness  to  live  cooler  in  the  winter 
or  having  one  or  more  “driveless  days” 
during  a  family’s  week,  we  can  all  make 
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a  difference. 

One  of  the  most  important  tasks  in 
which  we  can  all  participate  is  the  task  of 
consciousness-raising.  It  has  only  re¬ 
cently  been  the  case  that  people  out  here 
in  the  wide  open  spaces  have  begun  to 
think  in  terms  of  energy  efficiency  (gas 
at  a  dollar  a  gallon  will  do  it! ).  And  now 
is  the  time  to  reinforce  that  thinking,  to 
enable  people  to  extend  this  thought  into 
all  of  their  consuming  habits. 

Again  I  hope  that  all  of  the  delegates 
will  take  Dr.  Corbett’s  suggestion  to 
heart.  If  not,  we  will  eventually  be  faced 
with  a  crisis  of  great  proportion.  The 
fossil  fuels  will  not  last  forever,  and  it  is 
up  to  us,  as  Christians  who  are  called  to 
realize  that  we  are  stewards  over  crea¬ 
tion,  to  conserve  with  godly  care. 

In  a  recent  book  entitled  “The  Predica¬ 
ment  of  the  Prosperous,”  Bruce  Birch 
and  Larry  Rasmussen,  of  Wesley  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  make  it  clear  that 
America  wastes  more  energy  than  most 
of  the  world  uses,  and  that  if  our  "minds 
are  not  remade”  and  our  energy  habits 
truly  "converted”  and  radically  altered, 
the  future  is  bleak.  We  must  face  this 
situation  with  courage  and  a  sacrificial, 
self-giving  spirit. 

Don  Holladay 

Fort  Davis,  Texas 

We§ley  misinterpreted 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  just  to  set  the  record  straight  re¬ 
garding  a  false  dichotomy  drawn  by 
Harry  W.  Bamhouse  (TM/UMR  letters, 
September  14).  He  indicated  we  should 
"carry  on  like  John  Wesley  did  .  .  .  We 
don’t  need  the  charismatic  movement.” 

Rather  than  attempt  a  thorough  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  subject,  let  me  simply  cite 
five  passages  from  John  Wesley's 
journal  in  which  he  described,  blessed  or 
defended  experiences  closely  connected 
with  the  current  charismatic  movement: 
shedding  tears,  falling  into  a  fit  or  crying 
out  —  June  20,  1739;  being  slain  in  the 
Spirit  —  July  7.  1739,  and  June  12.  1742; 
five  cases  of  demons  exorcised  — 
October  23-28,  1739;  faith  healing  - 
March  17, 1746. 

Wesley’s  first  reaction  to  these  type  ex¬ 
periences  involved  amazement  and  a 
certain  amount  of  discomfort.  "I  had 
been  all  my  life  so  tenacious  of  every 
point  relating  to  decency  and  order,  that 
I  should  have  thought  the  saving  of  souls 
almost  a  sin  if  it  had  not  been  done  in  the 
church”  (March  31,  1739).  However, 
after  seeing  God  work  in  these  unusual 
ways,  he  described  some  and  closed  his 
journal  entry  for  July  7, 1739,  in  this  way, 
“From  this  time.  I  trust,  we  shall  all 
suffer  God  to  carry  on  His  own  work  in 
the  way  that  pleaseth  Him 


Yours  for  an  accurate  understanding 
of  our  Wesleyan  heritage. 

Stephen  J.  Kobernik 

Highland,  California 

Ministry  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  Rev.  Bill  Peckham 
of  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  his  colleagues 
in  the  "Contact  Ministries”  program  and 
at  the  "Hiding  Place”  office  (TM/UMR, 
September?). 

The  vitality  of  this  essential  Christian 
witness  is  sorely  needed  in  all  of  our 
urban  communities  in  the  nation.  It  is  a 
witness  the  United  Methodist  Church 
needs  to  foster  on  a  larger  and  more  far- 
reaching  level  of  involvement. 

On  too  many  occasions  the  church’s 
response  to  the  “human  condition"  has 
been  to  "pass  by  on  the  other  side”  like 
the  unconcerned  priest  of  the  biblical 
narrative.  The  human  need,  human 
suffering  and  human  pain  in  the  streets 
of  our  cities  is  an  area  for  the  church  to 
demonstrate  not  merely  Christian 
platitudes  but  Christian  practice  to  those 
of  our  society  who  for  various  and  sundry 
reasons  are  disenchanted,  disinherited 
and  destitute. 

The  “Shepherd  of  the  Streets”  ap¬ 
proach  offers  a  viable  alternative 
program  of  evangelical,  social  and  com¬ 
munity  witness  which  can  impact  the 
society  for  good  and  the  reclamation  by 
the  church  of  its  ancient  admonition  to 
"Give  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty 
the  captive  and  to  preach  ( albeit  in  a  non- 
traditional  manner)  the  Gospel  to  the 
poor.” 

Clifford  E.  Landrum 

Bridgeport.  Connecticut 

Carols  important 

To  the  Editor  : 

Every  year  there  is  a  hue  and  cry 
calling  for  the  "banning  of  Christmas 
music  in  the  public  schools.”  Those  who 
are  determined  to  accomplish  this 
legally  have  started  with  the  opening  of 
school  again  this  year  and  it  appears 
they  are  getting  closer  to  law. 

What  does  this  have  to  do  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church?  A  great  deal ! ! 

If  all  this  glorious  music  is  no  longer 
permissible  in  the  schools,  then  the 
church  is  the  recipient  of  a  great  gift  —  a 
chance  to  give  children  an  opportunity  to 
sing  and  perform,  particularly  at 
Christmastime,  all  types  of  Christmas 
music.  We  are  not  restricted  in  any  way. 
We  do  not  have  to  ask  .  .  "Is  this  parti¬ 
cular  music  going  to  offend  someone'’” 
No  permission  has  to  be  granted  to  use 
all  secular  music  and  no  sacred  music. 

As  a  former  music  teacher  in  the 
public  schools.  I’m  well  aware  of  the 
December  trauma  .  .  .  trying  to  choose 


material  "pleasing"  to  all  faiths.  It  was 
always  an  impossible  job.  Now  that  I’m 
working  in  the  church,  I  feel  a  freedom 
not  possible  in  the  schools. 

We  have  the  best  of  all  worlds  and 
should  take  advantage  of  it.  We  should  be 
developing  children’s  choirs,  singing  and 
performing  groups,  Senior  Citizen  group 
singing,  Christmas  dramas,  caroling, 
etc.  .  .  . 

Let’s  accept  the  gift  and  use  it  to  enrich 
our  Christmas  Season. 

Marilyn  Landefeld 
Burlingame,  California 

Christ  in  space  age 

To  the  Editor: 

Elmer  Fritts  has  taken  a  worthy 
"stand”  in  the  September  21  issue.  His 
reference  to  the  words  of  Jesus  in  John 
14:12,  "Truly  I  assure  you,  the  one  who 
believes  in  me  will  do  the  works  I  do,  and 
do  greater  things  than  these,  for  I  go  to 
the  Father.”  have  caused  me  to  seek  a 
fuller  concept  of  God  for  this  age  of 
technological  miracles. 

My  children  see  things  on  "Star  Trek” 
that  are  so  much  like  the  signs  and  won¬ 
ders  of  the  New  Testament,  yet  not 
pointed  to  the  supernatural.  I  recall  the 
lingo  from  "Star  Wars.”  which  I  never 
saw,  that  was  used  as  a  youthful  bene¬ 
diction,  "May  the  Force  be  with  you.” 
But  something  (Someone?)  keeps 
drawing  me  back  to  the  ancient  termino¬ 
logy  "Thou  art  with  me.  Thy  rod  and  thy 
staff,  they  comfort  me.” 

I  think  of  a  Solman  painting  of  a  few 
years  back  depicting  the  Good  Shepherd 
standing  among  the  planets  with  the 
stars  behind  His  shoulders  and  the  earth 
beneath  His  feet.  In  His  arms  He  held  a 
lamb,  firm  and  secure.  The  clash  of  the 
imagery  made  it  all  the  more  striking  — 
"Christ  of  the  Space  Age.” 

Joseph  R.  Hazlitt 
Marlow,  Oklahoma 

Football  bad  image 

To  the  Editor: 

At  first  glance  "The  Sunshine  Fac¬ 
tory”  seems  like  a  good  idea  (TM/UMR, 
August  24).  But  the  football  game  epi¬ 
sode  raises  doubts  in  my  mind.  What 
kind  of  Christian  teaching  is  that? 
Perhaps  the  other  team  also  prayed  for 
protection  and  victory.  Are  you  asking 
God  to  take  sides? 

In  football,  as  in  other  games,  some¬ 
times  the  odds  will  be  against  you.  The 
coach  must  have  a  plan  to  use  when  the 
opposing  players  are  larger.  Better 
request  his  expertise  than  God’s 
protection. 

Athletic  or  any  other  contests  — 
debate,  music,  beauty  —  should  not  be 
compared  to  Daniel  and  the  lions. 


Teaching  children  that  God  will  protect 
them  from  game  opponents  is  as  dis¬ 
honest  as  telling  a  driver  that  the  plastic 
figure  of  a  saint  dangling  from  the  rear¬ 
view  mirror  will  protect  him  from  traffic 
accidents. 

Epidemics,  natural  catastrophes  such 
as  floods  and  earthquakes,  kill  Christians 
and  non-Christians  alike. 

"I  am  a  promise.  I  am  a  possibility.” 
That’s  good.  Children,  young  people  and 
adults  who  feel  their  importance  and 
potential  help  build  a  better  world. 

Perhaps  the  show's  writer  and 
producer  should  rethink  the  meaning  and 
purpose  of  prayer  and  check  their 
examples  for  trite  or  erroneous  teaching. 

Winnifred  M.  Mahle 

Wabasha,  Minnesota 
Harvest  ready 
To  the  Editor: 

I  write  to  express  my  dismay  at  the 
divisiveness  I  have  seen  expressed  on 
some  religious  television  programs,  I 
have  heard  preached  from  pulpits,  and  I 
have  read  in  TM/UMR  articles,  where 
brother  wounds  brother  because  church 
membership  in  another  denomination  or 
another  branch  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  growing. 

How  can  we  expect  to  win  our  fellow- 
man  to  the  church  in  love  when  there  is 
no  evidence  we  have  it  within  our  own 
membership?  When  our  eyes  express 
scorn  and  our  lips  castigate  fellow  Chris¬ 
tians,  we  are  not  doing  the  will  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

We  read  in  John  4:35,  "Say  not  ye, 
There  are  yet  four  months  and  then 
cometh  harvest?  Behold,  I  say  unto  you, 
Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  on  the  fields; 
for  they  are  white  already  to  harvest.” 

As  we  look  at  our  own  communities, 
they  are  truly  white  for  harvest.  I  believe 
if  we  will  forget  our  petty  jealousies  and 
ask  the  Lord  to  direct  us.  He  will  bless 
our  churches,  and  the  harvest  will  be 
overwhelming. 

But  first,  there  is  love.  ,  . 

Anita  Niles 

Lebo,  Kansas 

Evangelism  lacking 

To  the  Editor: 

Do  we  United  Methodists  mean  to 
imply  by  our  ritual  for  Church  Mem¬ 
bership  (#829,  Methodist  Hymnal)  that 
the  path  to  church  membership  is  con¬ 
fined  to  youth  who  are  to  join  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community  through  the  con¬ 
firmation  class?  What  about  the  "lost 
generation"  standing  in  need  of  redemp¬ 
tion  through  evangelism? 

Had  early  Methodism  not  evangelized 
she  would  have  died  aborning. 

LeRoy  H.  Klaus 

Stillwater.  Minnesota 
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Larry  J.  King 
to  say,  no  grace  at  all.  Cheap  grace  is 
grace  without  a  human  response  of 
picking  up  the  cross  daily  and  following 
after  Christ.  It  is  preaching  so  much 
sugar  from  the  pulpit  that  the  church  is 
dying  of  diabetes. 

When  speaking  of  grace,  John  Wesley 
wrote  to  William  Law:  "There  is  but  one 
Scriptural  way  wherein  we  receive 
inward  grace  —  through  the  outward 
means  which  God  hath  appointed.”  The 
outward  means  that  John  Wesley  was  re¬ 
ferring  to  were  baptism  and  holy  com¬ 
munion.  Wesley  also  wrote  that 
".  .  .  there  is  no  salvation  for  you  if  you 
willfully  neglect  them.” 

The  church  was  not  begun  by  a  group 
of  do-gooders  who  thought  there  ought  to 
be  a  church.  The  church  is  not  a  Lions 
Club  or  a  Rotary  Club,  though  many  use 
it  as  such.  The  church  was  instituted  by 
Jesus  Christ.  He  said  to  Peter,  "Thou  art 
Peter,  and  upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my 
Church.”  If  a  person  loves  God,  he  will 
love  His  Son;  if  he  loves  the  Son,  he  will 
love  His  church,  the  Body  of  Christ.  It 
was  Jesus’  intention  that  where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  His  name, 
there  He  will  be  also.  He  was  speaking  of 
two  or  three  people  —  people  of  real  flesh 
and  blood,  people  one  can  see,  hear, 
touch,  smell,  and  people  who  participate 
in  communion.  He  was  speaking  of  a 
local  body  of  people  gathered  together  to 
receive  the  sacraments,  to  hear  the  Word 
read  and  preached,  and  to  witness  to  the 
world  of  Christ’s  atoning  blood. 

These  are  means  of  grace  that  God  has 
provided.  If  anyone  believes  that  he  can 
be  saved  without  the  appointed  means  of 
grace,  Wesley  warns:  "Beware  —  of 
imagining  you  shall  obtain  the  End, 
without  using  the  Means  conducive  to  it. 
God  can  give  the  End,  without  any  Means 
at  all,  but  you  have  no  reason  to  think  he 
will.  Therefore,  constantly  and  carefully 
use  all  these  means,  which  he  has  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  the  ordinary  channels  of  His 
grace.” 

Evangelism  will  once  again  become  a 
real  priority  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  when  we  quit  pussy-footing 
around  the  secular  culture  concerning 
the  means  that  God  has  provided  for  sal¬ 
vation! 

The  church  desperately  needs  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  our  secular  society 
that  western  culture  —  or  any  culture  for 
that  matter  —  is  not  the  same  thing  as 
Christianity.  Christendom  is  dead,  if  it 
ever  really  did  exist. 

Yes,  grandfather  was  a  good  man,  but 
without  the  means  of  grace  that  Christ 
provides  only  through  his  Church,  he  had 
no  assurance  of  salvation.  He  had  no 
assurance  of  the  resurrection  of  the  body 
ajid.lj.fe  everlasting. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Larry  J.  King,  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Blanchard.  Oklahoma. 


Classified 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  WANTED 
Church  of  1,100  members  with  excellent  opportunity 
for  growth  in  community  of  90,000.  Prefer  young 
adult  laypersons  with  skills  in  developing  leadersip 
and  programs  for  children,  youth  and  voung  adults. 
Salary  range  S10.000-$12,000.  Contact  Larry  Becker. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  27th  and  Ferris, 
Lawton,  OK  73505 

TRAVEL  THE  HOLY  LAND  AND  ROME  with  Rev 
and  Mrs  Dale  Elzie.  February  18  through  27.  1980 
Free  brochure  First  United  Methodist  Church,  9025 
■»9  St ,  Pinellas  Park.  FL.  33565 

CHRIST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Enid, 

Oklahoma,  is  seeking  Director  of  Christian 
Education.  Position  now  available  Contact  Dr  Bill 
Moorer,  Pastor.  2418  W.  Randolph,  Enid,  OK  73701 
<4051  237-3938 

WANTED  Organist  and  Choir  Director  who  will  also 
have  the  qualifications  as  Director  of  Christian 
Education  and  youth  worker  Full  time  position. 
Salary  negotiable,  commensurate  with 
qualifications.  Contact  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Oiurch,  400  Reid  Street.  Palatka.  FL.  32077.  Phone  1- 
904-328-1461.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY:  Valley  View 
United  Methodist  Church,  located  in  the  suburbs  of 
greater  Kansas  City,  seeks  a  qualified  director  for 
our  2.000  member  congregation  Multiple  education 
staff.  Outstanding  facilities.  Establishing  a  dynamic 
youth  program  Overall  responsibilities  for  youth 
ministries.  Send  resume  to  Joan  Stultz,  9736  Larsen, 
Overland  Park.  KS  66214  or  the  church.  9405 
Woodward.  Overland  Park.  KS.  66212. 

Administrative  Assistant  Responsible  for  Manage¬ 

ment  of  all  physical  aspects  of  the  operation  of 
church  desired  by  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Lewisville,  TX.  This  fast  growing  1,500  membership 
church  is  located  near  the  heart  of  the  Dallas 
Metroplex.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Contact  Rev  Kerby  Edwards,  907  W  Main  St.. 
Lewisville.  TX  75067  or  call  <214  >  436-2533 

WANTED  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  who  has 
ability  to  lead  youth  and  adults  in  a  metropolitan 
setting,  who  can  delegate  authority  to  capable  youth 
and  adult  leaders,  and  who  can  develop  a  ministry  of 
study,  service,  worship  and  fellowship  which  is 
clearly  biblically  based  and  Christ-centered.  Send 
application  and  resume  to  Dr  Leighton  Farrell, 
Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church,  3300 
Mockingbird  Lane.  Dallas,  TX  75205.  (214)  521-3111 

WANTED:  Your  idle  handbells.  We  would  like  to 
purchase  a  set  of  used  hnndbells.  Contact  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Clermont.  FL  3271 1  i 

BIBLE-LANDS  TOUR  Israel.  Jordan,  Egypt  and 
the  Pyramids  plus  a  day  &  night  in  London,’ 11  days 
starting  November  27th  from  D-FW  Professional 
escorts  Free  brochure  and  details  from  Tour  Host 
Mark  Johnson.  5005  Crown  Rd.,  Ft  Worth,  76114 
(817  )  626-0196  1 

WANTED:  Director  of  program  to  coordinate  total 
inter-generational  program  in  1000  plus  member 
church;  enabling  birth  of  ideas,  develop,  administer, 
and  evaluate  full  program  Send  resume  in  exchange 
for  job  description  to:  Virginia  Wingard  United 
Methodist  Church.  1500  Broad  River  Road. 
Columbia.  SC  29210 

POSITION  OPJSN  fir  director  of  Christian 
Education  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Starkville.  MS  39759.  telephone  <601)  323-5722  Mailing 
address:  P.O  Drawer  728.  Church  membership  of 
1775.  Contact  h\  A  Bailey,  senior  minister.  } 

MEDITERRANEAN-Red  Sea  Cruise  —  Unique  tour 
of  Israel.  Egypt.  Also  all-Israel  January-February, 
1980  from  Dallas,  Kansas  City.  Chicago,  Columbus, 
Charlotte,  Atlanta,  New  York  Brochure:  Rev 
James  Christie,  1200  Dubach,  Ruston,  LA  71270. 

WANTED:  Executive  lor  growing  Council  of 
Churches  full  time  or  3/4  time  Send  resume,  request 
job  description:  William  Highfield,  Northeastern  Pa 
Congregations  in  Christian  Mission.  550  Madison 
Ave. .  Scranton.  PA  18510  I 

COME  WITH  US  to  Oberammergau  Passion  Play  in 
Oberammergau.  Germany  plus  the  Swiss  Alps  and 
some  of  the  most  famous  cities  of  the  old  world  — 
such  as  Vienna,  Salsburg.  Heidleberg.  Zurich,  etc.  A 
trip  of  a  lifetime  Don’t  miss  it!  Leaving  July  1.  I960 
—  two  weeks  For  more  information  write  or  call  Dr 
and  Mrs,  Ed  Hamilton,  District  Superintendent.  215 
Pine  N.E..  Albuquerque.  NM  87106.  Phones  (505) 
843-9625  (day)  (505)  265-1819  (evenings)  ! 
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Christians  ponder  peace 

Church  called  to  claim  ‘peacemaking’ concern 
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FT.  HUNTER-LIGGETT,  Calif.  —  In  a  serene  ‘Chapel  in  the  Woods.”  Army 
Chaplain  Gene  Tyson  leads  a  morning  worship  service,  interrupted  now  and  then  by 
the  whine  of  engines  nearby  which  reminds  the  group  of  its  task  later:  to  test  tactical 
air  support  during  battle. 

Woods  provides  chapel 
for  UM  army  chaplain 
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The  church 


New  grant  given 
to  ‘Patriotic  Front’ 

GENEVA.  Switzerland  (RNS)  -  The 
executive  committee  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  has 
approved  a  grant  of  $35,000  to  the 
Patriotic  Front  delegation  taking  part  in 
the  peace  talks  on  Zimbabwe-Rhodesia 
now  being  held  in  London. 

Funds  for  the  grant  came  from  the 
WCC’s  Special  Fund  to  Combat  Racism, 
and  were  allocated  to  help  the  guerrilla 
movement  provide  technical  staff  to  aid 
its  delegation  at  the  peace  talks. 

Last  year,  an  $85,000  grant  to  the 
Patriotic  Front  from  the  WCC  for 
humanitarian  purposes  led  to  wide¬ 
spread  criticism  from  several  of  the 
organization’s  member  churches.  This 
.  time,  however,  early  reactions  to  the 
grant  have  been  favorable. 

A  letter  sent  to  WCC  member  churches 
explained  that  the  costs  of  the  three 
official  delegations  present  in  London 
are  being  paid  by  the  British 
government,  but  that  each  delegation  is 
responsible  for  the  costs  of  its  own 
technical  staff.  “This  presents  particular 
difficulties  for  the  one  non-governmental 
delegation,”  namely,  the  Patriotic 
Front,  the  executive  committee  said. 

Task  force  begins 
conference  merger  planning 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  -  A  special  Task 
Force  convened  by  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  to  plan  the  merger 
of  the  Northern  and  Central  New  York 
Annual  Conferences  began  its  work  last 
month. 

Northern  New  York  voted  in  favor  of 
the  merger  at  a  special  session  Sept.  15, 
following  a  similar  action  by  the  Central 
conference  in  June.  The  merger  plan, 
which  will  create  one  conference  of  about 
120,000  UMs,  will  be  voted  by  the  two 
ferences  in  1981,  and  is  subject  to  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Northeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference. 

The  action  was  taken  because  of  a 
recommendation  from  the  jurisdictional 
conference  that  the  three  conferences  of 
the  area,  including  Western  New  York, 
be  combined  into  one  or  two  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  Western  New  York  has  rejec¬ 
ted  the  one  conference  idea  already. 
However,  the  merger  resolution  voted  by 
the  other  two  conferences  does  not  bar 
the  possibility  of  future  negotiations  with 
that  conference. 

UMC  workcampers 
repair  165  homes 

ST.  LOUIS  —  Workcampers  from  the 
Missouri  Area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  could  have  turned  in  a  bill  for 
$78,750  for  their  labor  this  summer, 
reports  conference  Creative  Ministries 
Director  Mel  West. 

More  than  165  homes  were  repaired,  in 
addition  to  repair  work  on  local  church 
and  institutional  buildings  by  750  youth 
and  adults  involved  in  35  workcamps. 

Mr.  West  said  the  real  value  of  the 
work  camps  is  not  merely  the  amount  of 
repairs  done,  but  “in  the  spiritual  growth 
that  takes  place  as  youth  and  adults 
learn  a  little  bit  of  what  it  means  to  be 
part  of  a  servant  church.  It  is  the 
relationships  that  develop  as  youth  work 
with  the  elderly,  as  whites  work  with 
blacks,  as  affluent  work  with  poor,  as  ur¬ 
ban  work  with  rural  and  rural  with  ur¬ 
ban,"  he  said. 

GCOM  committee  grieves 
over  ‘Good  News’  action 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  The  recently 
adopted  policy  of  the  “Good  News” 
movement  that  it  will  urge  persons  to 
seek  appointment  through  other  mission 
agencies  if  the  United  Methodist  mission 
agency  doesn’t  appoint  them  is  a 
“grievous  matter  with  regard  to  the  con- 
nectional  life  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  according  to  the  executive 
committee  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  program  coordinating 
agency  of  the  denomination. 

The  committee  voted  to  ask  the  Council 
of  Bishops  “for  guidance  and  recom¬ 
mendation”  on  “how  to  address  this  mat- 

•  ter.” 

In  July,  the  board  of  directors  of  Good 
:  News,  the  evangelical  caucus  within  the 
church,  adopted  a  policy  paper  of  its 
mission  task  force,  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council,  which  states  that  EMC 
will  “make  every  effort”  to  obtain  ap¬ 
pointment  of  “United  Methodists  who 
seek  to  obey  our  Lord"  through  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  “Failing 
that,  we  shall  urge  them  to  seek  ap¬ 
pointment  through  another  mission  agen- 
;  cy,  and  we  will  help  to  generate  financial 
;  and  prayer  support  for  them." 

;  ‘Decentralization’ of  UMC 
mission  board  proposed 

:  DENVER,  Colo.  (UMC)  -  The  Select 

•  Committee  on  Location  of  the  Board  of 

•  Global  Ministries,  meeting  here  Sept.  19- 
|  21,  voted  to  recommend  to  the  1980 

•  General  Conference  that  headquarters  of 

•  the  board  remain  in  New  York  City  but 

•  that  the  staff  be  further  decentralized 
across  the  jurisdictions  according  to 
distribution  of  United  Methodist 

•  membership. 

Data  analysis  led  the  committee  to 
conclude  that:  (1)  Expenditure  of  non- 
recoverable  costs  (cost  of  moving)  in  the 
amount  of  $2.8  million  for  a  relocation 
cannot  be  justified  in  the  light  of  pressing 
world  needs;  (2)  That  other  means  can 
be  found  to  involve  and  unite  the  board 
and  United  Methodists  at  all  levels  of  the 
;  denomination  in  global  outreach  efforts; 
and  (3)  That  New  York  City  provides  an 
appropriate  setting  for  the  historical  and 
ecumenical  commitment  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  world  mission. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PHILADELPHIA  -  While  200,000 
rallied  In  New  York  on  Sunday,  Sept.  23, 
demanding  a  nuclear-free  future,  350 
persons  assembled  here  at  the 
Germantown  United  Methodist  Church  to 
ponder  “peacemaking.” 

“They  have  the  advantage  of  music, 
and  you,  of  seriousness,”  said  a  speaker 
who  addressed  both  groups  that  Sunday. 
Cora  Weiss  of  Riverside  Church,  New 
York  City,  noted  that  nuclear  power  — 
whether  for  energy  or  armaments  —  is  a 
common  concern  which  may  lead  to  an 
alliance  of  interests. 

The  conference,  sponsored  here  by 
eight  religious  bodies  of  the  Delaware 
Valley,  including  the  Eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  the  95th  “spin-off”  event  of 
a  new  religious  push  to  “reverse  the 
arms  race”  launched  last  December  at 
Riverside  Church. 

Host  UM  pastor,  the  Rev.  Theodore 
Loder,  said  the  primary  purpose  of  the 
“spin-off"  is  to  inform  church  members 
about  the  arms  race  and  to  help  the 
Christian  community  claim  “peace”  as 
their  issue.  Furthermore,  he  said,  it  is  to 
help  church  members  realize  “some 
things  can  be  done  for  peace”  if  they  are 
willing  to  make  some  sacrifices  and  do 
some  organizing. 

Meeting  here  in  the  face  of 
Congressional  calls  for  increases  in  arms 
spending,  the  alleged  “discovery”  of 
Russian  troops  in  Cuba,  hopes  dimming 
for  ratification  of  SALT  II  and  the 
proposed  introduction  of  a  $33  billion  M-X 
missile  system,  participants  didn’t  find  a 
very  bright  future  for  their  concerns. 

‘Outlook  dark’ 

Pennsylvania  Congressman  William 
H.  Gray,  also  pastor  of  Bright  Hope 
Baptist  Church,  said  “the  outlook  is  very 
dark”  when  it  comes  to  evaluating  the 
possibility  of  the  96th  Congress  “turning 
any  swords  into  plowshares .  ’  ’ 

'riie  Congressman  said  the  reasons 
increased  arms  spending  goes  through 
Congress  without  the  necessity  even 
being  debated  are  that:  (1)  “We  are  tied 
to  the  belief  that  the  economy  requires 
defense  spending  to  provide  jobs;”  (2) 
“What  makes  our  nation  strong  is  the 
number  of  bombs,  missiles  and  bullets  it 
has  stockpiled;”  and,  (3)  “Most  people 
are  not  informed,  and  those  who  are 
don’t  organize  well  enough  to  counter  the 
lobbying  of  every  arms-producing  in- 


MADISON,  Wis.  -  United 
Methodism’s  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  (CSRW)  has  become 
the  first  national  body  of  the 
denomination  to  reject  “sexual 
orientation”  as  a  factor  in  its 
employment  practices. 

The  commission,  meeting  here  Sept. 
27-30,  agreed  by  consensus  to  a  formal 
statement  insuring  that  homosexuals 
will  not  be  discriminated  against  in  its 
employment  and  personnel  policies. 

Although  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  asked  the  1980  General 
Conference  to  revise  UM  employment 
policies  to  include  a  similar  provision, 
the  commission  is  apparently  the  first 
UM  organization  to  incorporate  this 
stand  into  its  own  organizational  policies. 

Some  commission  members  expressed 
concern  that  the  stand  could  jeopardize 
other  efforts  of  the  group  because  of 
some  sentiment  in  the  church  against  it; 
however,  others  stated  they  felt  the  move 
was  necessary,  in  part  because  of  the 
group’s  emphasis  on  inclusiveness  and 
also  because  the  issue  is  one  which  they 
said  squarely  confronts  the  church  at  this 
time. 

Commission  members  agreed  to 
inform  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  its  actions,  since  the  issue 
arose  from  the  firing  of  Joan  Clark, 
Women’s  Division  staff  member  who  was 
terminated  after  publicly  stating  her 
lesbianism.  The  commission  also  made  a 
statement  of  sympathy  to  the  Women’s 
Division  in  its  struggle  to  deal  with  the 
issue.  Members  agreed  to  communicate 
their  actir  to  Ms.  Gark,  who  has 


WASHINGTON.  D.C.  —  Pope  John 
Paul  II,  shown  earlier  this  year  in  St. 
Peter’s  Square  in  Vatican  City,  will  meet 
with  Protestant  and  Orthodox  leaders 
here  Sunday  in  the  major  ecumenical 
event  scheduled  during  his  visit  to  the 
U.S.  United  Methodist  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews.  Washington  Area,  has  been  in¬ 
vited  to  participate  in  the  service  with 
the  pope. 
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industry  which  shows  up  at  every  budget 
hearing.” 

Rep.  Gray  said  he  believes  the  strength 
of  the  United  States  economy  is  not  in  its 
ability  to  produce  military  hardware  but 
in  its  diversification.  He  fears  that 
putting  ever-increasing  percentages  of 
our  limited  national  resources  into  arms 
plays  into  the  hands  of  the  Russians  who 
already  have  an  economy  good  only  at 
producing  arms  equipment.  He  said  soon 
the  U.S.  will  be  in  the  same  shape. 

Countering  the  “jobs-national  security- 
special  interest”  combo  which  continues 
to  drive  up  defense  spending, 
peacemakers  were  urged  to  disarm  these 
arguments: 

•  The  jobs  issue:  “Military  production 
provides  fewer  jobs  per  $1  billion 
expended  than  almost  any  kind  of 
civilian  work,”  reported  Bruce  Burch  of 
the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee’s  Peace  Conversion 
campaign.  Where  $1  billion  in  military 
spending  produces  76,000  jobs,  the  same 
money  spent  on  construction  produces 
100,000  jobs  and  in  health  services, 
130,000  jobs,  he  said. 

•  Economic  conversion:  Changing 
over  the  economy  of  a  local  community 
dependent  on  defense  spending  to 
peaceful  and  socially  useful  purposes 
requires  advance  planning,  Mr.  Burch 
said.  A  machinists  union  leader  told 
conferees  that  numerous  job-generating 
social  needs  are  waiting  to  be  met  in 
developing  alternative  energy  sources, 
mass  transportation  and  renovation  of 
the  inner  cities. 

•  National  security:  Col.  James  A. 
Donovan,  U.S.M.C.  Retired,  now  on  the 
board  of  the  Center  for  Defense 
Information,  said  the  U.S.  is  “not  lagging 
in  defense.”  Between  1975  and  1980  the 
U.S.  will  spend  $620  billion  on  defense  — 
more  than  “all  our  NATO  allies 
combined."  He  said  our  West  European 
allies  should  be  required  to  make  greater 
efforts  to  provide  for  their  own  defense. 

In  an  address  to  the  conference,  the 
Rev.  N.  Gordon  Cosby  of  Washington 
D.C.’s  Church  of  the  Savior  —  the  first  to 
have  a  church-based  disarmament 
program  (called  World  Peacemakers)  in 
this  country  —  said  that  “not  streams, 
but  torrents  of  new  energy  are  needed  to 
work  for  peace.” 

“There  is  a  better  way  and  a  truer  way 
for  people  of  faith,”  he  said,  “than 
operating  out  of  the  conventional  view  of 
the  world  as  an  armed  camp." 

“The  secret  of  peacemaking  is  to  hold 


previously  served  as  a  Women’s  Division 
naison  to  the  commission. 

The  group’s  meeting  centered  largely 
on  legislation  to  be  proposed  at  General 
Conference,  including: 

•  strong  affirmation  of  shared 
parenting  by  men  and  women,  to  be 
included  in  the  Social  Principles  portion 
of  the  UM  “Book  of  Discipline" ; 

•  a  change  in  the  term  “God  our 
Father"  in  the  “Discipline"  preamble  to 
“God  our  Creator”; 

•  proposal  of  proper  consideration  by 
employers  of  both  parties  in  dual  career 
couples  when  relocation  is  considered. 

•  support  for  less  than  full-time 
appointments  upon  request  by  a  minister 
and  with  approval  of  the  annual 
conference; 

•  clearly  stated  function  of  CSRW  as 
advocate,  monitor  and  catalyst  for 
women’s  rights  and  participation  within 
the  UMC; 

•  proposal  for  a  representation  of  at 
least  one-third  women  in  sub-units  of  UM 
boards  and  agencies,  as  well  as  adequate 
representation  of  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities. 

The  group  also  agreed  to  petition 
General  Conference  to  establish  a  study 
commission  on  language  about  God. 

The  organization,  responding  strongly 
to  criticisms  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  review  and 
evaluation  team  concerning  the 
commission’s  three-member  "secre¬ 
tariat"  and  consensus  voting,  strongly 
affirmed  its  organizational  structure. 

“I  think  how  we  do  things  may  be  as 
important  as  what  we  do,"  commented 
commission  president  Carolyn  Oehler  in 
her  opening  address  to  the  group.  She 
observed  she  sees  the  issue  of 
empowerment  as  a  conflict  between  the 
“hierarchal”  structure,  with  the  power 
in  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  the  “collegial" 
structure  of  the  commission,  which  she 
feels  offers  “freedom  and  individuality.” 

A  response  to  GCOM  drawn  up  at  the 
commission  meeting  stated:  “The  CSRW 
has  implemented  the  collegial  style  of 
leadership  through  its  executive 
secretariat.  The  personnel  committee 
has  evaluated  its  financial, 
administrative  and  functional 
effectiveness  and  affirms  that  the 
executive  secretariat  model  does  work; 
we  like  it  and  our  professionals  like  it. 

“The  executive  secretariat  model 
provides  a  pluralism  mirror  for  the 
whole  church.  We  experience  diversity 
with  unity,  shared  responsibility,  mutual 
support  and  positive,  strong  leadership 
models  for  men  and  women  throughout 
the  church  within  the  executive 
secretariat.” 

The  commission  re-nominated  its 
present  secretariat  —  Kiyoko  Kasai 
Fujiu,  Trudie  Kibbe  Preciphs  and  Nancy 
Grissom  Self  —  for  re-election  by  GCOM 
Its  legislative  proposals  also  include  a 
provision  that  in  the  future,  the  organi¬ 
zation  will  elect  its  own  leadership, 
rather  than  simply  making  nominations 
for  election  by  GCOM 


the  vision  or  dream  of  God’s  ‘shalom’ 
(the  Hebrew  word  for  peace)  for  the 
world  —  where  disparate  elements  are 
reconciled,  where  there  is  justice  and 
good  news  for  the  poor  . '  ’ 

Dr.  Cosby  said  this  vision  is  very 
different  from  the  situation  today  where 
“we  have  decided  no  longer  to  look  after 
the  bottom  20  percent  of  our  people  —  a 
brutal  decision  totally  inconsistent  with 
our  faith.”  The  minister  said  the  same 
newspaper  reporting  increases  in 
defense  spending  reports  “slashes  and 
cutbacks  in  human  services  and 
resources.” 

Three  steps  for  “peacemakers"  were 
outlined  by  Dr.  Cosby:  (1)  Integrity  — 
“Making  our  lives  compatible  with  the 
‘shalom’  vision;  using  it  to  test  our 
decisions  and  attitudes.”  (2)  “Refuse  to 
shift  to  the  experts  the  decisions  only  we 
can  make.  The  vision  is  given  by  God;  no 
experts  need  tell  me  if  the  plans  of  the 
government  are  contrary  to  the  dream; " 
and  (3)  Incarnate  “some  little  chunk  of 
that  vision  into  yourself.”  Take  the 
inward,  spiritual  journey  seriously;  if 
the  world  is  to  become  different,  we  have 
to  be  different  inwardly,  he  said. 

Tax  resistance 

Resisting  the  direction  of  the 
government  “experts"  through  refusal 
to  pay  income  taxes  that  go  for  war  is 
gaining  momentum  in  this  new  religious 
campaign  for  peace  At  a  second 
Riverside  conference  in  mid-October,  a 
drive  will  be  launched  to  recruit  a 
25,000  people  willing  to  commit  them¬ 
selves  to  this  form  of  civil  disobedience. 

“Praying  for  peace  and  paying  for 
war"  are  inconsistent,  they  say.  and  they 
intend  to  stop  paying. 

“The  four  horsemen  of  the  apocalypse 
may  well  gallop  across  the  stage,  but 
John  reminds  us  that  they  won’t  have  the 
I  final  word.”  Bishop  James  Armstrong,  a 
frequent  UM  spokesperson  for  justice 
causes,  said  during  his  sermon  Sunday 
night. 

“As  those  who  believe  God  participates 
in  history,  we  see  ourselves  as  His  co¬ 
workers,  and  we  are  not  helpless.”  the 
bishop  of  the  Dakotas  Area  continued. 
“We  are  called  to  be  God’s  politicians  — 
which  suggests  the  need  for  compromise 
without  being  compromised.” 

The  bishop  was  critical  of  the 
“purists”  who  insist  on  unilateral 
disarmament  when  he  said  “a  reversal 
of  the  arms  race  would  look  good,"  and  of 
SALT  II  critics  who  won’t  support  the 
treaty  because  it  does  so  little,  while  he 
said  “it  is  movement  in  the  right 
direction.” 

The  bishop  called  for  peacemakers  to 
adopt  the  servant  role  and  follow  the 
Prince  of  Peace  wherever  he  leads 
without  apology  —  together  —  because 
“war  is  not  healthy  for  children  or  other 
living  things." 

There  are  plenty  of  reasons  why  the 
church  should  be  concerned  about 
peacemaking  but  there  seem  to  be  even 
more  fears  that  keep  church  members 
quiet,  workshoppers  found  here  during 
the  conference.  “The  biggest  fear  and 
challenge  is  that  we  will  alienate 
people."  said  Phoebe  Centz  of  Central 
Baptist  Church  of  Philadelphia.  “A  great 
deal  of  love  and  care  needs  to  go  into  our 
relationships  with  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  church  —  many  who  are 
employed  in  weapons  production.” 

Ms.  Centz  has  concluded  that  the  real 
hurdle  for  church  members  is  realizing 
that  peacemaking  is  a  faith  issue. 

“Mainstreaming"  peacemaking  into 
the  total  life  of  a  local  congregation 
instead  of  shunting  it  off  in  the  social 
concerns  committee  was  advocated  as 
the  best  strategy  by  workshop  leaders. 

Missionaries 
to  abandon 
mission  post 

SALISBURY,  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia 
(RNS)  —  With  great  reluctance,  two 
United  Methodist  missionaries  from 
Iowa,  who  have  served  in  Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia  for  26  years,  have  decided  that 
they  will  have  to  abandon  their  mission 
station  and  return  home. 

The  mission  at  Nyadiri,  90  miles  north 
of  Salisbury,  has  simply  become  too 
dangerous  a  place  to  serve,  caught,  as  it 
is,  in  a  crossfire  between  guerrillas  and 
government  forces.  (See  editorial,  p.  2 
in  this  issue.) 

Dr.  Martin  Piburn  and  his  wife, 
Carolyn,  came  to  Rhodesia  in  1953,  and 
helped  to  develop  the  mission  at  Nyadiri, 
which,  from  a  ramshackle  clinic,  has 
grown  into  a  complex  of  brick  buildings, 
including  an  orphanage,  a  primary 
school,  colleges  for  teachers  and  nurses, 
and  a  200-bed  hospital. 

Dr.  Piburn  is  the  sole  physician  at  the 
hospital ;  his  wife,  the  only  anesthetist. 

The  mission  serves  200,000  people  in 
6,000  square  miles  of  country  dominated 
by  the  Mozambique-based  guerrillas 
loyal  to  the  nationalist  Patriotic  Front’s 
co-leader,  Robert  Mugabe. 

Clashes  between  government  and 
guerrilla  troops  are  frequent.  Roads  in 
the  area,  including  those  leading  to  the 
mission  station  are  planted  with  land 
mines.  Buses  that  used  to  carry  patients 
to  the  hospital  can  no  longer  run. 

Since  February,  when  the  UMC  or¬ 
dered  all  its  missionaries  in  the  field  to 
live  in  the  relative  safety  of  Salisbury, 
the  capital.  Dr.  and  Mrs  Piburn  have 
commuted  each  day  to  Nyadiri  in  small 
planes  flown  by  two  missionary  pilots. 
Recently,  the  pilots  concluded  that  the 
trip  was  becoming  too  dangerous. 

“I  don’t  like  to  quit,”  Dr  Piburn  said. 
"But  I  don’t  like  to  continue  something 
that  might  endager  somebody  else." 


FT.  HUNTER-LIGGETT.  Calif.  - 
Birds  issue  a  call  to  worship  as  cattle 
amble  along  a  nearby  fence.  The 
congregation  settles  into  chairs  around  a 
communion  rail  of  oak  logs  placed  on  the 
ground  as  the  chaplain  adjusts  a  public 
address  system. 

Sunday  morning  services  begin  at 
Chaplain  (Capt.)  Gene  Tyson’s  “Chapel 
in  the  Woods,”  only  to  be  interrupted 
momentarily  by  the  whine  of  engines. 
The  sound  serves  as  a  reminder  that  the 
serene  service  will  later  give  way  to  a 
return  to  duty  —  military  testing  of 
tactical  air  support  during  battle. 

Chaplain  Tyson’s  sermons  spoke  the 
language  of  the  military  as  he  addressed 
his  congregation  of  personnel  assigned  to 
temporary  duty  this  summer  at  this 
outpost  near  Jolon,  Calif.  The  United 
Methodist  chaplain  related  his  personal 
faith  in  straightforward,  simple  terms. 

“If  an  observer  who  had  never  heard 
about  Jesus  Christ  came  on  the  scene,  I 
suppose  there  might  be  confusion  as  to 
who  this  guy  Jesus  Christ  really  is,” 
Chaplain  Tyson  said.  “The  conversation 
might  run  ‘Sav,  man,  what  do  you  think 
about  this  dude,  Jesus?  ’ 

“Well,  he  healed  my  sister’s  boy  —  he 
must  got  somethin’  going’.” 

The  chaplain  went  on  to  tell  his  open- 
air  congregation  some  confusion  still 
exists  concerning  Jesus. 

“Some  people  swear  by  him;  some 
people  swear  at  him.  Jesus  made  no 
difference  to  me  until  I  got  to  know  him 
on  a  personal  basis  .  .  .  Now  he  gives 
meaning  and  purpose  to  my  life.  Who  is 
this  Jesus  Christ?  I  can’t  answer  it  for 
you.  It  faces  every  one  of  us.  We  have  to 
answer  it  ourselves.  ” 

The  scene  was  different  an  hour  later 
at  the  nearby  Post  Chapel,  where  a 
Lutheran  Chaplain  spoke  to  a  different 
congregation  as  sun  poured  through 
stained-glass  windows,  with  music 
provided  by  the  same  choir  which  earlier 
graced  the  open-air  service. 

Support  through  offering 

The  contrasting  scenes  illustrate  the 
variable  nature  of  a  chaplain’s  task. 
Differences  in  denominations  are  not 
emphasized  by  chaplains,  according  to 
Capt.  Tyson,  who  said  he  works  with 
chaplain-ministers  of  all  faiths.  He 
explained  a  chaplain’s  assignment 
depends  on  where  one  is  needed  at  a 
military  post. 

United  Methodist  and  other  church 
members  throughout  the  country 
participate  in  filling  these  needs  with 
their  support  through  World  Communion 
Sunday  offerings  to  be  taken  next 
Sunday. 

Chaplain  Tyson  is  convinced  that 
ministry  in  the  military  provides  a 
tremendous  opportunity.  He  described  a 


recent  discussion  with  a  sergeant  who 
wanted  to  be  baptized. 

“I  sat  down  with  him  and  we  explored 
the  meaning  of  baptism  and  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian.  He  really  had  to 
do  some  thinking  about  it,  and  I  wasn't 
sure  until  this  morning  whether  he  would 
go  through  with  it.  Sure  enough,  he  did.  It 
was  my  first  baptism  as  an  army 
chaplain,  so  it  was  really  a  great  day  ” 

Chaplain  Tyson  has  also  worked  with  a 
coffee  house  ministry  in  the  field,  and  on 
a  support  program  for  wives  of  junior 
enlisted  men  in  his  battalion  who  face 
some  difficult  adjustments  to  military 
life. 

Chaplain  Tyson  decided  to  go  into  the 
ministry  while  serving  a  tour  as  an  Army 
signal  officer.  He  left  his  suburban 
church  in  Richardson,  Texas  approxi¬ 
mately  a  year  ago  to  enter  the  military 
chaplaincy,  and  is  regularly  assigned  to 
Ft.  Ord,  60  miles  north  of  the  Hunter-Lig- 
gett  Military  Reservation  area. 

One  effect  of  his  changed  role  is  a 
decreased  awareness  of  racial 
differences,  although  the  military  has  an 
increasing  number  of  minority 
personnel. 

“We  have  so  many  black  soldiers,  and 
so  many  good  ones,”  the  chaplain  said. 
“I  found  myself  sitting  at  a  table  with 
three  sergeants  one  day  and  realized 
after  a  few  minutes  that  they  were  all 
black.  In  the  white  suburban  church  I 
served  back  home,  I  would  have  been 
very  much  aware  of  being  with  a 
‘minority  group.’  ’’ 

He  recognizes  that  spiritual  awareness 
in  the  military  has  often  seemed  obscure, 
and  the  chaplain’s  role  has  been  the 
object  of  many  jokes.  The  development 
of  spiritual  sensitivity  in  an  atmosphere 
of  trained  agressiveness  may  seem  a 
difficult  task,  but  Gene  Tyson  is  a  man 
who  recognized  the  need  not  only  as  a 
minister,  but  as  a  former  military  person 

The  poster-flyers  he  passed  out  at  the 
close  of  his  outdoor  service  couple  his 
military  background  with  his  seminary 
training:  “Physical  Readiness  Training 
keeps  you  physically  fit.  But  WAIT!  SRT 
is  here.  Spiritual  Readiness  Training 
keeps  you  spiritually  fit.  Come  to  SRT 
each  morning  0815  to  0830  at  the  Pioneef 
Coffee  House  for  a  morning  devotiori 
Bible  Study  led  by  Chaplain  Tyson." 

Chaplain  Tyson’s  ministry  is  the  result 
of  his  concern  for  people  estranged  from 
home,  from  family  and  from  God.  It  is 
also  the  result  of  United  Methodists  who 
are  not  there  in  the  field,  but  share  his 
concern  and  his  ministry  through  their 
financial  support. 

This  article  is  condensed  from  one 
written  by  June  Rothe  Barneson  of 
Chico,  Calif.,  chairperson  of 
interpretation  for  the  Calif ornia-Nevada 
Annual  Conference  of  the  UMC.  » 


We  think  all  the 
extras  shouldn't 
be  extra. 


When  you  travel  with 
Wayfarer  Group  Travel,  there's 
no  such  thing  as  an  extra  charge. 
Because  everything  is  included 
in  the  cost  of  y£>ur  tour. 

Luxurious  deluxe  and  first 
class  accommodations.  Escort 
for  the  entire  trip.  Three  full 
meals  a  day.  Transportation. 
Sightseeing  to  all  the  exciting 
places  outlined  in  your  itinerary. 
Transfers.  And  tips.* 

For  more  information,  send 
in  the  coupon. 


'Understandably,  we  cannot  include  items  o 
ot  your  tour  (Registered  Ohio  travel  agent  i 
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Wayfarer  Group  Travel 
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Church  salary  group 
seeks  national  spot 


By  SHARON  MIEI.KE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 


DALLAS  —  A  grass-roots’’ 
movement  reaching  for  its  place  in  the 
sun  of  United  Methodism  vowed  here  last 
■week  to  ask  General  Conference  for 
recognition  as  the  National  Association 
of  Equitable  Salary  Commissions. 

About  110  representatives  from  55 
annual  conference  commissions  of 
equitable  salaries  said  they  believe  there 
should  be  a  spot  in  the  church  system 
where  they  could  work  out  their  common 
problems.  The  commissions  are  charged 
with  recommending  minimum  minis¬ 
terial  salary  schedules  and  administer¬ 
ing  supplemental  funds  for  salary  when  a 
local  church  can’t  pay  the  minimum. 

Other  avenues  for  gaining  national 
status  were  considered  and  abandoned 
An  “association”  offers  both  recognition 
and  independence,  they  said.  As 
proposed  here,  the  association  would  be 
“under  the  general  direction"  of  the 
Division  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Meeting  for  the  second  time  as  a 


“national  consultation  on  'equitable 
salaries"  since  1972  —  when  the  General 
Conference  changed  the  name  of  the 
annual  conference  commissions,  but  not 
their  job  description,  from  “minimum 
salary"  to  “equitable"  —  participants 
received  for  the  first-time  ever  a  manual 
of  guidelines  for  annual  conference 
commissions.  The  expectation  is  that  it 
will  move  them  to  more  uniformity  of 
purpose  and  administration,  according 
to  Rev.  Keith  Clarke,  a  West  Virginia 
district  superintendent  who  is  also  a 
leader  of  the  movement. 

A  sensitive  issue  for  the  commissions 
is  to  avoid  intruding  into  the  autonomy  of 
the  local  church,  said  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Lambert  of  Houston.  “The  primary 
responsibility  for  funding  the  ministry  is 
in  the  local  charge.  The  people  there 
provide  the  evaluation  and  set  the  salary. 
But  we  think  that  local  churches  couid 
use  some  help  in  thinking  about  equity. 
In  an  advisory  capacity,  the  Equitable 
Salary  Commission  can  help  local1 
churches  in  providing  ministerial 
leadership  as  well  as  administering 
funds  to  fill  some  gaps."  he  said. 


Preachers 9  salaries 
said  age-old  problem 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Problems  with  paying 
preachers  today  could  all  be  anticipated 
in  the  early  days  of  Methodism  under 
John  Wesley’s  administration,  according 
to  the  man  who  first  decoded  the  diaries 
of  the  church’s  founder. 

Dr.  Richard  Heitzenrater  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  said  Wesley  soon 
encountered  the  perennial  problem  of 
popular  preachers  getting  the  most 
money.  Mr.  Wesley  countered  this  by 
moving  to  an  allowance  system,  the 
professor  told  annual  conference 
representatives  meeting  here  to  discuss 
today’s  problems  with  ministerial  com¬ 
pensation  as  members  of  annual  confer¬ 
ence  Equitable  Salary  Commissions. 
(See  story  on  this  page. ) 

"Wesley  never  told  his  preachers  to 
’make  all  you  can’  in  the  ministry,"  he 
said  with  a  chuckle.  Rather,  he  said. 
Wesley’s  general  rule  was  that  provision 
should  never  be  either  an  impediment  to 
ministry  or  give  rise  to  the  belief  that  the 
minister  is  growing  rich  by  the  Gospel. 

Dr.  Heitzenrater  said  that  each  of  the 
organized  classes  was  asked  to  pay  a 
penny  a  week  into  a  travelling  preacher's 
fund,  starting  in  the  1740s  when  the  first 
full  time  lay  preachers  were  recruited. 
Another  method  was  known  as 
“quarterage”  whereby  a  person  paid  a 
shilling  each  quarter  as  a  member  of  a 
class. 

“There  was  nothing  like  a  collection 
during  worship,"  the  professor  said. 


Wesley  sometimes  dipped  into  his  own 
pocket  to  help  out  his  preachers,  but  also 
supported  them  in  other  ways.  He 
travelled  to  visit  his  preachers  and 
carried  on  extensive  correspondence  by 
letters.  Educational  support  was  another 
method  as  the  preacher’s  “conferences” 
held  regularly  were  really  conversations 
with  Wesley  on  discipline  and  doctrine. 
Also,  publishing  his  sermons  and  notes 
were  often  specifically  for  the  aid  of  the 
preachers  —  a  sort  of  “plumb-line"  or 
guide. 

While  the  professor  offered  a  historical 
view.  Bishop  Eugene  Slater  (retired) 
gave  an  administrator’s  view.  He  said, 
“I  wish  I  could  say  salary  was  not  as 
important  in  the  minds  of  ministers  as  it 
is.” 

The  bishop  said  he  liked  the  idea  of 
“equity"  in  salaries  as  fitting  into  claims 
to  be  a  covenantal  community  in  the  UM 
ministry.  “If  we  don’t  attain  a  larger 
measure  of  justice  in  our  UM  ministry,  it 
will  be  hard  to  witness  to  justice 
concerns  in  the  secular  world,”  he  said. 

Continuing  to  lift  the  minimum  salary 
level,  he  believes,  is  one  way  to  close  the 
gap  and  is  the  best  strategy  available. 

The  trend  of  the  last  10  years  to 
increase  steadily  minimum  salaries  is 
also  a  problem,  however,  said  the  Rev. 
Harold  Knudsen.  Denver,  treasurer  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  conference.  He  said 
that  because  differentials  between  the 
minimum  and  the  maximum  are  much 
less  little  value  is  put  on  experience. 


UMs  sort  and  pitch 
to  raise  mission 


Some  work,  some  play,  but  these  United  Methodists  are  doing  it  all  for  missions. 

In  the  right  photo.  Dottie  Rohwer  is  one  of  22  Fairfax  (Minn.)  UMC  members 
who  worked  in  the  Green  Giant  plant  one  night  this  summer  to  earn  money  for  the 
church's  mission  program.  She  is  at  work  in  the  com  shelling  department  and 
arrived  home  at  4:00  a.m,  after  the  night  shift.  More  than  $700  was  earned  as  the 
company  donated  $10  per  person  in  addition  to  the  hourly  wage. 

In  California,  more  than  4.000  UMs  of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference 
packed  the  stadium  Sept.  13  to  watch  the  Dodgers  professional  baseball  team  beat 
the  Padres  8-6.  Shown  below  in  pre-game  "warm  up"  is  Bishop  Charles  Golden  on 
the  pitcher  s  mound,  the  Rev  Robert  Smith  at  bat  and  the  Rev  Earl  Kernahan  as 
catcher.  Proceeds  from  ticket  sales  went  to  the  Native  American  UMC  in  Los 
Angeles.  Minnesota  (  mu  photo 
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Nestle  boycott  groups 
join  forces  on  formula 


DENVER,  Colo.  —  Bishop  Ned  Cole  of 
New  York  discusses  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals  during  the  House  of 
Bishops  meeting  at  the  6fith  General 
Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church  here 
Sept.  17.  The  bishops,  one  of  two 
legislative  bodies  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  overwhelmingly  adopted  a 
resolution  holding  that  homosexuals 
have  an  equal  claim  with  others  upon  the 
love,  acceptance  and  pastoral  concern  of 
the  church,  but  should  not  be  ordained  as 
priests. 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Twenty-two  or¬ 
ganizations  promoting  a  boycott  of 
Nestle  products  to  protest  the  Swiss 
firm’s  tactics  in  marketing  infant 
formula  in  the  Third  World  have  formed 
an  umbrella  organization  to  coordinate 
their  efforts. 

Meeting  under  the  co-sponsorship  of 
the  Infant  Formula  Action  Coalition 
(INFACT),  based  in  Minneapolis,  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  here, 
the  new  organization  agreed  to  pursue 
common  goals  in  the  campaign  against 
Nestle. 

Critics  claim  that  promotion  of  infant 
formula  in  the  Third  World  can  lead  to 
malnutrition  and  disease  and  entails 
unnecessary  expense  for  poor,  illiterate 
families  who  don’t  have  the  necessary 
facilities  to  prepare  it  properly. 

Organizations  involved-in  the  boycott 
of  the  company  have  requested  that 
Nestle  halt: 

•  all  direct  promotion  of  infant  formula 
to  the  consumer: 

•  distribution  of  free  samples  of  infant 
formula; 

•  use  of  milk  nurses  (who  promote  the 
product  in  hospitals  and  clinics) ,  and 

•  promotion  of  infant  formula  through 
health  personnel  and  institutions. 

The  Rev.  M.  William  Howard, 
president  of  the  National  Council  ot 


Churches,  explained  to  participants  at  an 
organizational  meeting,  “This  meeting 
grows  out  of  a  need  to  deal  with  Nestle’s 
use  of  a  very  old  and  time-honored  tactic 
of  divide  and  conquer.” 

Nestle’s  tactics  have  been,  he  said,  to 
discredit  INFACT,  the  leader  of  the 
protest  against  the  company,  and 
thereby,  “arouse  suspicions  among 
fellow  boycotters.” 

Douglas  Groner,  a  Nestle  spokesman, 
denied  this,  saying,  there  is  “no  effort  at 
all  to  divide  the  boycotters.” 

He  said  he  hopes  that  “all  involved  in 
the  boycott  share  the  same  concerns  we 
do.  .  .  infant  nutrition  world  wide."  Mr. 
Groner  said  Nestle  has  four  full-time 
executives  and  12  part-time  people  to 
counter  the  effects  of  the  boycott. 

Church  groups  represented  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  umbrella  boycott 
committee  included:  the  Maryknoll 
Fathers  and  Brothers,  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.,  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  several  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  Anglican 
Church  of  Canada,  the  United  Church  of 
Canada,  the  Lutheran  Student 
Movement,  Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned, 
OXFAM-America,  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action,  and  the 
Disciples  of  Christ  Youth  Movement. 


Returns  to  God 


PALO  ALTO,  Calif.  -  Television  star 
Tony  Orlando  performed  here  recently 
before  1,000  participants  at  the  National 
Convocation  of  Christian  Leaders,  telling 
the  crowd.  ’Tin  here  tonight  to  share  a 
universally  common  language,  music, 
and  a  common  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.” 
The  singer  alluded  to  his  return  to 
religion,  following  his  own  undoing  after 
the  suicide  of  his  close  friend  actor 
Freddie  Prinze.  Mr.  Orlando  said  that  he 
thanked  God  for  “putting  me  back 
together.” 
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Last  of  series 

‘Open  itineracy’  called  complex 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  issue  of  “open 
itineracy” — the  willingness  to  appoint 
pastors  across  racial  lines — is  the  focus 
Of  this  last  article  in  a  three-part  series  on 
racial  inclusiveness  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Bea  Jones,  TM/UMR’s 
ethnic  minority  intern,  reports  what  a 
number  of  ethnic  minority  clergy  leaders 
say  about  the  issue.  Her  first  two  articles 
dealt  with  the  over-all  picture  of  racial 
Inclusiveness  and  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  missional  priority. 

By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

Ethnic  minorities  have  been  accused  of 
giving  the  United  Methodist  Church 
r*mixed  signals”  on  the  issue  of  “open 
itineracy”  —  the  appointment  of  pastors 
to  local  churches  across  racial  lines. 

.  On  the  one  hand,  ethnic  minority 
persons,  say  that  race  ought  not  be  a 
determining  factor  in  the  appointment  of 
any  UM  minister  to  a  UM  congregation. 

On  the  other  hand,  ethnic  minorities 
see  their  number  one  priority  as 
strengthening  their  own  local  churches 
and  developing  clergy  to  serve  their 
congregations. 

The  charge  of  “mixed  signals”  is 
levelled  because  many  UMs  see  a 
conflict  between  these  two  when  no 
conflict  at  all  really  exists,  said  the  Rev. 
Ignacio  Castuera,  a  professor  at  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Claremont,  Calif. 

One  follows  from  the  other,  he  said.  It 
is  essential  to  develop  more  ethnic 
minority  clergy  to  make  open  itineracy 
more  operative. 

“We  don’t  have  enough  pastors  to  fill 
our  own  Hispanic  churches.  Our 
churches  and  unchurched  communities 
need  developing  so  that  appointments 
that  take  place  across  racial  lines  will 
not  be  automatically  viewed  as  a  “step 
down"  —  from  the  white  church  to  the 
ethnic  church  —  or  as  a  “step  up”  — 
from  the  ethnic  church  to  the  white 
church  —  in  salary  or  status,  he  said. 
Bishop  agrees 

Bishop  Ernest  Dixon  of  the  Kansas 
Area  agreed.  Strengthening  ethnic 
minority  churches  and  developing  both 
clergy  and  lay  leadership  will  help  to 
create  a  “climate  of  respectability,"  for 
the  ethnic  church,  he  said,  so 
appointments  of  whites  to  ethnic 
churches  can  also  be  viewed  as 
promotions. 

Ethnic  minority  clergy  leaders 
contacted  by  TM/UMR  concur  that  until 
pastors  are  appointed  to  churches 
commensurate  with  their  talents  and 
abilities,  regardless  of  race,  inclusive¬ 
ness  will  elude  the  UMC.  But  the 
issue  of  open  itineracy  is  more  complex 


than  just  appointing  ethnic  minority 
pastors  to  white  churches  and  vice  versa, 
the  leaders  said. 

The  issue  is  a  “both  and”  situation, 
they  said.  Not  only  does  the  leadership  of 
the  UMC  need  to  be  willing  to  put  the 
principles  of  open  itineracy  to  work  but 
also  ethnics  need  to  witness  to  ethnics, 
and  to  intensify  recruitment  of  ethnic 
minority  pastors. 

"Open  itineracy  is  a  mandate  for  the 
UMC  under  God,  but  witnessing  to  ethnic 
minorities  is  also  a  mandate,”  said  the 
Rev  Hector  Grant,  director  of  the 
enlistment  section  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry’s  Ordained 
Ministry  division. 

A  priority  for  ethnic  minority 
ministers  should  be  the  development  of 
new  congregations  and  the  growth  of 
existing  congregations.  Mr.  Grant  said. 
“We  can’t  look  at  the  grass  being  greener 
on  the  other  side  if  we  have  not  exhausted 
all  the  possibilities  on  our  side.”  He  said 
developing  ethnic  minority  constituencies 
requires  commitment  from  pastors  will¬ 
ing  to  go  out  and  start  new  churches. 

First  Churches’ 

Echoing  that  concern  was  the  director 
of  Chicago  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  who  said,  “We  need  to  create 
some  ‘First  Churches'  in  the  inner-city  if 
we  are  serious  about  having  a  ministry 
there.  Strong  black  churches  need  strong 
black  pastors,”  the  Rev.  B.  Herbert 
Martin  said. 

Open  itineracy  does  not  mean 
“bleeding  off"  ethnic  minority 
leadership  and  sending  it  to  white 
churches.”  Mr.  Martin  said.  “It  means 
still  maintaining  the  commitment  to 
inclusiveness,  but  not  at  the  expense  of 
the  ethnic  minority  church." 

On  the  matter  of  recruiting  new 
pastors,  the  Rev.  Lindy  Waters, 
associate  director  of  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  conference’s  Council 
on  Ministries  said  lack  of  money  for 
salaries  and  scholarships  largely  hinder 
the  recruitment  of  new  candidates. 
“Government  and  industry  can  offer 
more  to  those  who  have  been  educated. 
The  UMC  says  there  are  plenty  of 
scholarships  to  help  those  preparing  for 
the  ministry.  Yet,  we  are  having  a  hard 
time  finding  funds  to  support  some  of  our 
candidates.”  he  said. 

Another  problem  in  recruitment, 
several  ethnic  minority  leaders  pointed 
to.  is  that  annual  conferences  have  a 
tendency  to  look  for  new  ethnic  minority 
pastors  only  when  there  is  an  ethnic 
church  that  needs  a  pastor. 

And  in  conferences  where  there  might 
be  only  one  ethnic  minority  church,  that 
pastor  can  be  “frozen”  into  that  church 


for  years,  said  the  Rev.  Roy  Sano, 
professor  at  the  Pacific  School  of 
Religion  in  Berkeley,  Calif.  “Annual 
conferences  need  to  make  recruitment  of 
ethnic  minority  pastors  a  goal, 
regardless  of  the  number  of  ethnic 
churches,  and  our  system  needs  to  be 
supplemented  with  clout  to  move  pastors 
across  conference  lines,"  Dr.  Sano  said. 

Cross-racial  appointments  are 
happening  now  in  several  annual 
conferences  of  the  UMC.  For  example,  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest  Area  twice  as 
many  ethnic  minority  pastors  are 
serving  churches  as  there  are  ethnic 
minority  churches  in  the  conference, 
reported  Bishop  Wilbur  Choy.  “If  a 
pastor  meets  the  requirements,  he  or  she 
serves.”  he  said.  While  Bishop  Choy  sees 
the  importance  of  ethnic  minority  clergy 
serving  their  own  churches.  “We  don’t 
say  ethnic  minority  clergy  must  go  to 
ethnic  churches,  unless  that's  where  they 
can  best  serve.  Also  we  have  to 
remember  to  serve  ethnic  minority 
congregations  where  they  are.  some 
which  need  ethnic  pastors  because  of 
their  language  and  culture.”  he  said. 

Areas  outlined 

The  ethnic  minority  leaders  outlined 
several  other  areas  that  are  essential  in 
making  open  itineracy  work  in  the  UMC: 

•  Developing  congregations  that  are 
willing  to  have  pastors  who  are  of 
different  ethnic  groups; 

•  Providing  more  cross-cultural 
experiences  at  the  seminary  level,  where 
persons  studying  for  the  ministry  may  be 
exposed  to  and  have  to  minister  in 
cultures  other  than  their  own; 

•  Continuing  educational  opportunities 
for  active  pastors  to  expose  and  sensitize 
them  to  open  itineracy ; 

•  Revising  credential  standards  for 
ministers  to  be  more  inclusive  of  pastors 
trained  abroad,  especially  Asian  and 
Pacific  Island  pastors  recently 
immigrating  to  the  U  S. ; 

•  Perfecting  a  mechanism  by  which 
pastors  can  be  appointed  across 
conference  and  jurisdictional  lines  to 
supply  some  conferences  that  need 
ethnic  ministers,  and  to  relieve  the 
“freezing"  of  ethnic  minority  pastors; 

•  Adopting  term  episcopacy  which 
would  offer  additional  opportunities  for 
ethnic  minority  persons  to  serve  as 
bishops. 

“The  goal  is  to  have  the  most  effective 
pastors  serving  local  churches  on  an 
individual  basis."  said  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Wake,  a  minister  on  the  staff  of  Glide 
Memorial  UMC  in  San  Francisco. 

“Inclusiveness  is  a  realizable  goal  —  I 
have  hope  and  faith  that  people  can  and 
do  change  —  that’s  why  I’m  a  minister,” 
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Racial  segregation  of  churches 
called  black  member  preference 


RALEIGH,  N.C.  (RNS)  -  While  racial 
segregation  has  disappeared  from  many 
areas  of  American  life,  it  remains 
common  in  the  churches  —  in  many 
cases,  say  their  clergy,  under  pressure 
from  black  church  members. 

The  reasons,  according  to  views 
elicited  from  a  denominational  cross- 
section  of  black  North  Carolina 
clergymen,  are  chiefly  the  advantages 
offered  by  the  black  church  to  develop 
community  leadership  and  the  wish  to 
preserve  a  distinctive  ethnic  style  of 
worship. 

“From  where  we  are  at  this  point  in  the 
desegregation  process  across  the  board, 
I  foresee  for  the  next  15  to  20  years  a 
rallying  around  the  black  church  as  the 
entity  or  institution  that  can  hold  us 
together,”  says  Father  Arthur  Calloway, 
rector  of  Raleigh’s  St.  Ambrose 
Episcopal  Church.  He  predicts  that  “the 
black  church  will  probably  draw  itself  in 

Conflict 
in  church 


to  protect  the  black  identity. '  ’ 

To  leave  a  black  church  means  to  “cut 
your  roots,”  according  to  the  Rev.  Leon 
White,  North  Carolina-Virginia  director 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ’s 
Commission  on  Racial  Justice.  He 
asserts  that  “if  white  churches  cut  out  all 
forms  of  resistance,  there  would  be  very 
few  blacks  who  would  cross  over.” 

The  Rev.  Thomas  P.  Hadden,  rector  of 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh,  feels 
that  “the  Catholic  Church  made  a 
mistake  in  North  Carolina  by  closing  the 
black  churches.”  The  black  priest,  who 
has  a  predominantly  white  parish,  says 
experience  has  shown  that  “a  goodly 
number  of  black  Catholics  in  integrated 
churches  simply  left  the  churches, 
remaining  unaffiliated  or  going  back  to 
other  black  churches.” 

Nearly  every  city  in  North  Carolina 
has  two  First  Baptist  Churches,  one 
white  and  one  black,  notes  the  Rev. 


Corbin  L.  Cooper,  director  of  ministries 
for  the  predominantly  white  Baptist  state 
convention.  “I  think  that  eventually 
there  will  be  a  little  more  dual  align¬ 
ment.  but  I  don’t  see  for  this  century  a 
merger  because,  well,  quite  frankly,  the 
white  convention  would  swallow  up  the 
black  convention,”  he  says. 

Similar  concerns  have  been  expressed 
by  black  Presbyterians  who  fear  that  the 
proposed  merger  of  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.  would  lessen  the 
influence  of  black  congregations  in  the 
new  denomination. 

Similarly,  the  termination  of  the  non- 
geographical  black  Central  Jurisdiction 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  led 
some  of  that  church’s  ethnic  minorities 
to  reconsider  its  effects.  A  caucus  of 
Asian-American  UMs  recently  proposed 
the  temporary  establishment  of  a  new 
racial  conference  in  the  denomination  to 
enable  Asians  to  consolidate  their 
strength  and  visibility. 

Don’t  ‘peg’ 
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Dear  Readers : 

Not  only  is  alcohol  flammable,  but  the 
subject  of  alcohol  is  highly  combustible. 
The  harsh  letters  I  received  from  some  of 
you  with  suggestions  that  I  do  everything 
from  “disappear”  to  "get  out  from  under 
my  rock”  (following  the  column  on  “Is 
clergy  drinking  okay?"  TM/UMR  July 
20)  have  been  duly  read.  If  there  were 
space  enough  I  would  print  them  all  here. 
The  following  letter  is  the  most  thought¬ 
ful  and  the  best  in  my  opinion.  It  was 
passed  on  to  me  by  the  editor. 

Dear  Deborah: 

An  invitation  to  a  party  with  cham¬ 
pagne  next  month  came  from  some  of  my 
fellow  UM  pastors.  I  asked  them,  "Is 
clergy  drinking  okay ?"  They  gave  me  a 
mixed  response.  Oh,  well,  I  was  em¬ 
barrassed  to  raise  the  issue,  anyway,  in 
this  day  and  age.  Forget  it. 

Then  came  the  "Dear  Deborah ” 
column  on  that  same  question.  It  had 
been  nagging  someone  else.  Deborah  fin¬ 
ds  sincere  beliefs  held  by  people  on  both 
sides. 

On  such  a  matter  of  individual 
preference,  she  feels  it  is  offensive  for 
any  of  us  to  try  to  enforce  our  decision  on 


INDIAN  SHORES,  Fla.  —  “You’re  on  your  own,”  the 
“Birdman  of  Florida,”  Ralph  Heath,  and  his  assistant  Patti 
Brown,  seem  to  say  as  they  release  an  immature  yellow- 
crowned  night  heron  that  had  been  rescued  on  an  island  when 


it  was  found  orphaned.  Mr.  Heath  says  his  first  rescue  of  an 
injured  bird  was  “God-directed,  because  it  led  me  to  what  I’m 
doing  with  my  life.” 

STANLEY  ASHBROOK  PIIOTO 


‘The  Birdman  of  Florida’ 


Theological  skeptic  says  he  ’s 6 traditional 
Christian’ with  roots ,  convictions 


SYDNEY,  Australia  (RNS)  -  Is  he  the 
archetypical  modern  heretic  or  the  most 
misunderstood  man  on  the  planet? 

The  former  Church  of  England  Bishop 
of  Woolwich,  Dr.  John  A.  T.  Robinson, 
author  of  “Honest  to  God”  and  a  string  of 
controversial  books,  pondered  the 
question  thoughtfully  during  a  recent 
visit  here. 

"I’m  basically  a  very  traditional 
Christian  —  very  much  a  man  of  roots. 

“I  have  been  lecturing  ...  on  the  roots 
of  a  radical,  and  I  think  a  radical  must  be 
a  man  of  deep  roots  and  deep  conviction 
if  he  is  to  have  the  courage  and  the 
freedom  really  to  question  biblical  sour¬ 
ces." 

Bishop  Robinson,  now  Dean  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  said  he  had  tried  in 
his  books  to  “re-think  what  is  implicit  in 
the  humanity  of  Jesus  today  and  also  in 
statements  concerning  His  divinity  and 
uniqueness." 

He  has  been  quoted  as  doubting 
Christ’s  divinity,  the  Virgin  birth  and 
sinlessness  of  Christ. 

He  explains:  “If  by  ‘doubting’  you 
mean  ‘questioning’  ....  I  am  glad  to 
question  the  traditions  of  almost 
everything  in  theology,  which  is  a  very 
helpful  and  valuable  exercise. 

"I  am  not  necessarily  trying  to  say 
anything  different  from  what  the  church 
has  said.  There  is  today  a  big  exercise  in 
reinterpreting  the  New  Testament  just 
as  100  years  ago  there  was  a  big  exercise 
in  reinterpreting  Adam  and  Eve  and  all 
that. 


“If  the  conservatives  had  won  then,  it 
would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  be 
a  scientist  and  a  Christian  today. 

"We  have  got  to  re-think  a  great  many 
things  ...  it  doesn't  mean  denying 
them.” 

In  his  book,  “The  Human  Face  of 
God,”  he  hit  out  at  the  view  of  Christ  as 
“a  visitor  from  somewhere  in  outer 
space,  a  magic  man,  a  fairy  man,  who 
can  do  all  the  things  we  can’t.” 

He  believes  Jesus  was  not  the  “static, 
sexless  perfection  of  flawless  porcelain” 
but  was  a  man  with  human  drives  and 
libido,  with  temper,  intolerance,  anxiety 
and  fear  of  death  like  anyone  else. 

“Christ  was  not  the  immaculate 
paragon,”  he  said.  “If  we  take  his 
humanity  seriously  we  must  accept  what 
this  means. 

“It  means  that  He  was  a  Jew  of  the  fir¬ 
st  century,  who  obeyed,  suffered,  and 
had  to  go  through  the  same  kinds  of  tem¬ 
ptations  as  we  do.  His  temptations  were 
not  real  unless  experienced  by  someone 
of  like  passions  as  ourselves. 

“Christ  was  unique  because  He  was 
normal  ...  the  one  truly  normal  person 
there  has  been.  " 

Bishop  Robinson  has  also  expressed  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Holy  Shroud  of  Turin 
(claimed  to  be  the  burial  shroud  of 
Christ).  He  explained:  “I  got  into  the 
study  of  the  Shroud  because  of  my  in¬ 
satiable  curiosity,  and  found  it  quite 
fascinating. 

“I  started  with  the  oresumDtion  as  1 


think,  everybody  must,  that  like  other 
relics  it  was  bogus  unless  proved  other* 
wise.  •) 

“I  found  that  there  was  so  much  in  this 

that  the  forger  could  not  have  invented.  E 
have  never  made  a  judgment  on  the: 
Shroud,  but  the  balance  of  proof  has  shif¬ 
ted.  Whereas  I  began  by  thinking  that  it 
was  bogus  until  proved  otherwise,  I  now 
think  it  must  be  considered  genuine  until 
it  is  proved  otherwise.”  u 

|  Poem  of  the  week  j 
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By  MARTIN  BURWELL 
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BLACKPOOL,  England  —  The  Rev.  Peter  Shilling,  pastor  of  the  North  Shore 
Methodist  Church  here,  preaches  from  the  pulpit  dressed  as  Dracula,  during  a  recent 
Sunday  night  service.  At  the  weekly  event.  Mr.  Shilling  laces  his  sermons  with 
comedy  routines  and  has  been  attracting  an  increasingly  large  following.  He  tells  his 
congregation,  “I’ll  do  anything  to  get  people’s  attention  to  sell  the  word  of  the  Lord.’’ 
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Rescue  of  bird  changed  his  life 


healthy 

LAWRENCE,  Kans.  (RNS)  -  Conflict 
within  a  congregation  is  inevitable,  says 
the  Rev.  Speed  Leas,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister  and  church  specialist  on 
the  subject. 

It  can  be  scary  and  destructive,  but  it 
can  also  tie  a  way  to  grow,  Mr.  Leas  said 
in  a  paper  written  for  a  religious 
leadership  conference  on  conflict 
management  held  last  spring  at  the 
University  of  Kansas  here. 

“Church  conflict  is  a  very  serious 
business,”  said  Mr.  Leas,  who  is  a  parish 
consultant  to  the  Alban  Institute,  a 
private  non-denominational  religious 
research  corporation  based  in  the 
nation’s  capital.  “People  can  lose  their 
jobs.  Churches  can  lose  membership. 
Important  ministries  can  be  lost.” 

“But  to  eliminate  all  conflict  would  be 
very  unhealthy.  Ideas  would  go  unchal¬ 
lenged.  There  would  be  very  little  energy 
in  the  organization.” 

“We  are  more  creative  under 
moderate  amounts  of  stress,"  he  said. 
“Often  better  ideas  will  emerge  because 
a  lot  of  people  are  working  harder  in  a 
conflict  to  do  what  is  best  for  the 
church.” 

He  added,  “Jesus’  ministry  certainly 
was  not  one  to  avoid  conflict.  It  was  one 
to  confront  conflict.  And  we  are  called  to 
level  out  our  differences.” 

The  concept  of  mediation  is  not  new', 
but  the  use  of  professional  outside 
mediators  in  church  disputes  is,  he  said. 
And  as  for  full-time  professional  church 
mediators  in  this  country,  he  said  he 
knew  only  one  other  one. 

When  he  is  brought  in,  he  is  hired  for  a 
short  period,  like  a  management  con¬ 
sultant. 

The  most  common  causes  of  congre¬ 
gational  conflict,  he  said,  are  whether 
the  pastor  should  be  fired,  whether  there 
should  be  changes  in  the  Sunday  School 
curriculum,  or  whether  women  should  be 
ordained. 

“Our  main  interest  is  to  make  sure  that 
all  parties  concerned  with  the  outcome 
have  an  equal  opportunity  to  be  heard 
and  to  have  impact  on  the  decision,”  he 
said. 

The  powerless  often  think  that  they 
have  to  be  disruptive  and  hurtful  in  order 
to  be  heard,  he  said.  He  said  his  job  may 
be  to  show  various  groups  how  to 
organize,  to  clarify  their  goals  and  to  use 
covert,  verbally  non-violent  tactics. 

Archives  storage  set 

CINCINNATI  (UMC)  -  The  planned 
new  United  Methodist  Archives  at  Drew 
University  will  provide  more  than  50,000 
cubic  feet  of  storage  for  documents  and 
artifacts,  according  to  a  report  to  the 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  at 
its  annual  meeting  here  Sept.  21-22. 

Joseph  Rizzo,  architect  for  the  project, 
said  the  entire  bottom  floor  of  the  two- 
story  structure  will  be  underground  and 
will  be  accessible  only  to  staff. 


Russian  pilgrimage 

MOSCOW,  USSR  —  Some  of  thousands 
of  Russians  who  held  recent  pilgrimage 
to  Zagorsk  Monastery  near  here  are 
shown  as  they  waited  to  enter  the 
grounds.  The  historic  complex,  which  is 
located  45  miles  northeast  of  Moscow,  is 
the  chief  monastery  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  —  having  survived 
many  years  of  religious  persecution. 
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‘‘Dear  Deborah  ’ 


us,  women 
priests  say 

DENVER  (RNS)  —  All  women  priests 
shouldn’t  be  put  into  one  category  or  be 
assumed  to  be  lesbians,  power-mad  or 
feminists,  two  Episcopal  priests  at  the 
church’s  General  Convention  in  Denver 
said. 

The  Rev.  Nina  Olmedo  Alazraqui  of 
California  said,  “We  are  a  heterogeneous 
group.  We  have  different  lifestyles,  we 
aren’t  a  monolithic  group.  I  feel  that 
sometimes  people  who  are  opposed  to 
women  priests  try  to  identify  us  with  a 
certain  group  they  already  don’t  like, 
and  we  don’t  like  to  be  stereotyped.” 

The  Rev.  Jean  Dementi  of  Alaska  said, 
“immediately  on  hearing  we’re  priests 
people  think  we’re  lesbians  or  power- 
mad  or  feminists.” 

The  two  are  among  more  than  175  Epis¬ 
copal  women  who  have  been  ordained  in 
the  church  since  it  voted  to  admit 
females  to  the  priesthood  in  1975.  This 
was  the  first  Episcopal  national  con¬ 
vention  at  which  women  priests  were 
delegates.  The  church  meets  triennially. 

Ms.  Alazraqui  said,  “Most  people  love 
us  after  they’ve  been  around  us  and 
realize  we  don’t  have  horns.” 

Ms.  Dementi  is  rector  of  St.  Jude’s 
Church  in  North  Pole,  Alaska,  and  Ms. 
Alazraqui  is  the  priest  in  charge  of  St. 
Alban’s  Church  in  Brentwood,  Calif.  A 
native  of  Argentina,  she  is  married  to  an 
engineer  and  they  have  two  sons. 
— 


Readers  attack  response 


others.  And  that  in  the  light  of  our  1968 
"removal"  of  sanctions  .  .  .  she's  right, 
of  course.  All  of  us  are  sincere.  None  of 
us  wants  to  be  offensive.  And  it  really  is 
up  to  us.  So  answer  the  question  for  your¬ 
self  and  then  drop  it.  You  want  to  drink ? 
Drink.  If  you  don't  want  to  drink,  then 
don’t.  The  legality  is  determined:  it’s 
your  choice.  Don't  make  a  big  moral 
issue  of  it. 

Well,  that  line  of  thought  settled  it  for  a 
while.  Then  I  remembered  the  time  it 
took  in  one  parish  to  help  an  alcoholic 
pastor  from  a  Protestant  denomination 
that  has  always  encouraged,  in 
Deborah's  words,  "restraint  and  proper 
use."  I  recalled  the  time  spent  helping 
cases  A,  B,  C  .  .  .  that  succeeded  in 
breaking  away  from  alcohol  abuse. 

Then  I  thought  about  the  time  and  the 
pain  and  the  myriad  cases  that  didn't  im¬ 
prove:  the  middle  of  the  night  pain,  the 
dead  teenage  girl  who  had  been  so  lovely, 
the  man  who  "had  one  too  many"  and 
killed  her  on  the  freeway,  and  the  year 
we  spent  with  rehabilitation  service  for 
him  at  a  local  church  in  lieu  of  a  year  in 
county  jail,  thereby  keeping  his  family 
supported.  I  remembered  the  year  we 
saved  the  taxpayers  more  money  than 
our  total  church  budget  on  efforts  like 
that. 

I  reached  the  conclusion  that  we’re  too 
valuable  to  contribute  to  any  corporation 
that  is  adding  significantly  to  the  work 
load  of  our  staff  of  volunteers.  The 
families  in  our  parish  are  too  valuable 
for  me  to  contribute  to  any  business  that 
aggravates  their  pain  or  complicates 
their  debilitating  problems.  I  realized  I 
don't  want  to  contribute  a  lousy  dime  to 
the  liquor  industry. 

Tell  you  what  I'm  going  to  do.  I'm 
going  to  boycott  the  liquor  industry! 
Please  join  me,  fellow  pastors  .  .  .  enlist 
some  lay  people  too. 

Sincerely, 

Charles  A.  Woodworth 
Dear  Charles  Woodworth : 

While  boycotting,  why  not  make  the 
positive  action  of  working  on  legislators 
to  pass  the  stiffest  possible  laws  against 
drunk  driving  —  mandatory  jail  sen¬ 
tences  for  violation,  such  as  those  which 
are  rigidly  enforced  in  Sweden? 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  The 
biblical  Deborah  helped  her  people  settle 
their  problems  and  our  modern  Deborah 
is  a  counselor  who  offers  her  insight  into 
contemporary  personal  needs.  Make  the 
letter  brief.  Although  individual  letters 
cannot  be  answered,  questions  for  the 
column  will  be  selected  from  the  letters 
Write:  "Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 


By  C.  WINN  UPCHURCH 

INDIAN  SHORES.  Fla.  -  Ralph  Heath 
had  just  earned  his  zoology  degree  at  the 
University  of  Tampa  in  Florida  but  was 
undecided  on  his  life’s  work  when  he 
witnessed  a  scene  that  both  shocked  him 
and  changed  his  life. 

He  was  driving  along  a  busy  thorough¬ 
fare  when  he  saw  a  cormorant  dragging 
a  broken  wing  across  the  busy  street 
Disregarding  his  own  safety  he  stopped 
his  car  and  rescued  the  frightened  bird. 

That  was  seven  years  ago  and  today 
Mr.  Heath  has  become  known  inter¬ 
nationally  as  “The  Birdman  of  Florida .” 

“I  believe  the  rescue  was  God- 
directed,”  Mr.  Heath  said,  “because  it 
led  me  to  what  I’m  doing  with  my  life." 

What  he  is  doing  is  literally  saving  the 
lives  of  hundreds  of  birds  through  his 
unique  Suncoast  Seabird  Sanctuary. 

Mr.  Heath,  who  was  baptized  in  the 
Hyde  Park  United  Methodist  Church  in 
'Tampa  and  who  now  attends  the  Church- 
by-the-Sea  at  Madeira  Beach  near  St 
Petersburg,  took  the  injured  bird  to  a 
veterinarian  who  anesthetized  it  and 
rebuilt  the  wing  with  a  pin. 

“I  took  the  bird  home  and  then  went 
around  to  the  fishing  piers  for  minnows,” 
Mr.  Heath  recalled.  “Word  got  around 
that  I  was  caring  for  an  injured  bird. 
Then  a  pier  owner  called  to  say  he  had  a 
pelican  that  become  entangled  in  fishing 
line  and  would  I  help.  Of  course  I  did.” 

From  the  recuperating  cormorant  and 
the  snagged  pelican  Mr.  Heath  himself 
became  hooked  —  on  the  love  and  care  of 
injured  birds. 

His  sanctuary  cares  for  more  than  200 
birds  at  all  times.  Most  are  victims  of 
man’s  ignorance,  indifference  or  just 
plain  meanness 

It  is  the  home  for  all  manner  of  flying 
creatures,  some  which  will  never  fly 
again  such  as  an  American  Bald  Eagle 
that  was  shot  by  a  hunter. 

On  a  typical  day  the  “Birdman  of 
Florida”  will  visit  mangrove  islands  off 
the  Florida  coast  where  often  he  finds 
pelicans  grotesquely  tangled  in  the 
branches  by  monofilament  fish  line. 

The  parade  of  wildlife  at  his  unique 
sanctuary  has  now  topped  the  4,000 
mark.  The  daily  cost  of  feeding  200  sea¬ 


birds  is  staggering.  The  sanctuary 
operates  on  a  $20,000-a-year  budget,  most 
of  it  coming  from  wildlife  supporters. 
Exxon,  Inc.  makes  liberal  grants,  per¬ 
haps  mindful  of  the  birds  lost  in  oil  spills 

The  birds’  food  bill  comes  to  $600  a 
month  although  Mr.  Heath  economizes, 
like  using  a  grinder  to  reduce  otherwise 
indigestible  mullet  heads  to  mush. 

When  he  heard  that  Texas  was 
concerned  several  years  ago  because 
DDT,  since  banned,  had  killed  all  but  35 
of  its  brown  pelicans,  he  air-shipped  40  of 
the  magnificent  birds  to  that  state,  but 
only  after  he  was  assured  by  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  that 
the  pesticide  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  was 
tolerable  for  the  birds. 

As  soon  as  the  birds  recover  from  their 


ailments  or  injuries  they  are  released  to 
the  air,  but  many  will  never  fly  again. 
One  such  is  Pelican  Pat.  who  has  but  one 
leg.  lost  probably  to  a  fish.  The  bird  i6 
named  after  the  late  Pat  O’Brien,  the 
actor,  who  adopted  it  after  visiting  the 
sanctuary. 

Mr.  Heath  always  includes  the  hirds  in 
his  prayers.  He  explained:  “I  pray  the 
day  will  come  when  all  people  realize 
that  respect  for  life  is  ecology  in  action.” 

He  has  printed  brochures  on  how  to 
release  snagged  birds  and  how  to  care 
for  baby  birds  that  fall  from  nests7 
Copies  can  be  obtained  by  writing  him  at 
Suncoast  Seabird  Sanctuary,  18328  Gulf 
Boulevard.  Indian  Shores.  Fla.  33535. 

Mr.  Upchurch,  a  free  lance  writer, 
lives  in  St.  Petersburg.  Fla. 


•'Bird  Man’ 
Heath  and  assistant 
Jennie  Grimes  res¬ 
cue  an  injured 
brown  pelican 
which  had  become 
tangled  in  mono¬ 
filament  fishing, 
line.  The  bird  had  g 
flown  back  to 
mangrove  island  I 
where  it  became! 
ensnared  on  a  limbi 
until  recued  by  Mr.  j 
Heath. 
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The  Louisiana  Moral  And  Civic  Foundation,  Inc. 

1030  Convention  Street  P.O.  Box  2951 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821 


Phone  Toll  Free  1-800-272-8188 


Phone  343-5788 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


Bishop’s  Statement 

We  are  living  in  what  many  writers  have  called  a  "permissive  society."  One  of  the 
great  issues  we  face  in  this  society  is  the  matter  of  our  ethical  and  moral 
relationships.  Those  of  us  who  are  committed  to  a  Christian  ethic  find  it  is  being 
challenged  in  almost  every  aspect  of  life.  The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr  Ken  Ward.  Executive  Director,  and  Dr  Robert 
Harrington,  Director  of  Promotion  and  Education,  is  dedicated  to  giving  vital 
leadership  to  strengthen  Christian  ethics  and  moral  values  in  both  our  personal  lives 
and  that  of  our  society.  I  join  with  them  in  encouraging  United  Methodists  to 
financially  support  LMCF  through  their  church  budgets. 


t 


Why  United  Methodist  Should  Support 
LMCF  Through  Their  Church  Budgets 


Many  United  Methodist  churches  in 
our  state  are  faithful  in  their  financial 
support  to  LMCF,  and  for  that  we  are 
grateful.  The  need  is  great,  however,  for 
LMCF,  if  it  is  to  effectively  meet  the 
challenge  of  today,  to  be  placed  on  a 
more  solid  financial  foundation  than  it 
has  known  in  recent  years.  This  can  be 
done  if  each  church  will  join  the  others 
who  are  giving  $1.00  per  member  per 
year. 

There  are  many  good  reasons  why 
United  Methodists  hould  support  LMCF 
through  their  church  budget.  In  this 
presentation,  we  will  discuss  the 
following  reasons: 

1  Because  LMCF  makes  possible  the 
extension  of  your  United  Methodist 
church  into  areas  that  the  local 
church  may  not  otherwise  be  able  to 
reach. 

2.  Because  LMCF  has  an  effective 
ministry. 

3.  Because  United  Methodist  leaders 
played  a  vital  part  in  the  founding  of 
LMCF  and  even  until  this  day,  it 
continues  to  be  led  by  some  of  the 
finest  leaders  in  the  conference,  who 
serve  on  the  Board  of  LMCF  Trustees. 

4.  Because  of  the  Annual  Conference 
appointment  to  the  LMCF  staff. 

5.  Because  the  times  in  which  we  live 
call  for  an  organization  such  as 
LMCF. 

6.  Because  LMCF  is  a  good 
investment. 

7.  Because  LMCF  has  no  where  else  to 
turn. 

8.  Because  you  have  resolved  to. 
Reason  #1:  Because  LMCF  makes 
possible  the  extension  of  your  United 
Methodist  church  into  areas  that  the 
local  church  may  not  otherwise  be  able  to 
reach. 

LMCF  provides  constructive  and 
creative  guidelines  for  Christian 
citizenship  and  leadership  for  individuals 
who  seek  to  offer  Christian  solutions  to 
the  moral  problems  of  our  communities, 
state,  and  our  nation. 

LMCF  is  the  only  organization  that 
provides  each  local  church  with  a  full¬ 
time  professional  and  effective 
monitoring  program  of  the  State 
Legislature.  In  essence  each  pastor,  as 
well  as  each  member  of  the  church,  has  a 
personal  representative  present  each 
day  of  the  legislative  session  prepared, 
not  only  to  provide  any  information  that 
may  be  needed,  but  to  pass  along  any 
information  to  the  legislators  as  well. 
This  service  is  now  as  convenient  as  the 
telephone  because  of  the  availability  of 
our  toll-free  number.  LMCF’s  legislative 
program  is  much  more  than  the  above- 
mentioned  function,  of  course,  for  it  also 
provides  the  individual  legislator  with  a 
resource  for  research  and  findings  from 
a  Christian  perspective. 

Further,  LMCF  is  the  only 
organization  that  provides  assistance, 
without  cost,  in  helping  Christians  to 
conduct  Local  Option  Elections, 
permitting  their  communities  to  be  rid  of 
alcoholic  beverages.  Also,  LMCF  is  the 
only  organization  rooted  in,  and  guided 
by  Christian  principles,  that  gives 
assistance  in  helping  Christian  people  to 
combat  moral  problems  in  their 
community  and  in  helping  them  to 
determine  legal  remedies  available  to 
them.  In  addition,  LMCF  is  the  only 
Christian  organization  which  still  has  an 
"open  door"  to  the  "public  school 
system"  in  Louisiana  for  assisting  both 
teachers  and  students  alike  in  defining 
and  achieving  a  healthy  moral  life  style, 
free  of  drugs  and  addictions. 

Indeed,  the  above-mentioned  instances 
of  unique  services  provided  by  LMCF,  as 
well  as  many  other  isolated  instances  of 
requests  for  assistance,  reaffirm  the  first 
reason  that  we  suggest  as  to  Why  United 
Methodists  Should  Support  Ll^ICF 
Through  Their  Church  Budget.  We  pray 
that  you  are  in  agreement  with  u^  that 
they  should  "Because  LMCF  makes 
possible  the  extension  of  your  United 
Methodist  Church  into  areas  that  the 
local  church  may  not  otherwise  be  able  to 
reach." 


Reason  *  2:  Because  LMCF  has  an 
effective  ministry. 

Great  efforts  are  continuously  being  put 
forward  to  achieve  this.  At  the  conclusion 
of  this  1979  Legislative  session,  the  Legal 
and  Legislative  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  mailed  a  survey  to  each 
Senator  and  Representative,  asking 
them  to  evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  our 
Legislative  Program.  Well  over  50%  of 
the  Senators  and  Representatives,  who 
evaluated  the  program,  said  that  it  was 
effective.  82%  went  even  further  and 
rated  it  very  effective  and  offered  very 
complimentary  remarks  about  LMCF 
and  its  legislative  program.  (This  survey 
is  available  for  inspection  in  our  Baton 
Rouge  office  at  1030  Convention  Street). 
LMCF  is  effective  in  its  Legislative 
Program  and  is  working  to  become  even 
more  so.  In  addition,  comments 
concerning  the  Educational  Program 
and  the  other  phases  of  our  ministry, 
bear  out  our  sentiments  that  LMCF  is 
doing  an  effective  work.  Please  know 
that  we  are  in  no  way  satisfied  with  our 
present  level  of  effectiveness,  but  we  are 
firmly  convinced  that  our  ministry  is 
effective  enough  to  merit  the  financial 
support  of  each  local  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Reason  »3:  Because  United  Methodist 
leaders  played  a  vital  part  in  the 
founding  of  LMCF,  and  even  until  this 
day,  it  continues  to  be  led  by  some  of  the 
finest  leaders  in  the  Conference,  who 
serve  on  the  Board  of  LMCF  Trustees. 

Prominent  among  its  founders  were 
Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowden,  Sr.,  and  Dr. 
Nathaniel  Melbert,  both  now  retired. 
Also  retired  from  the  Conference  and 
from  LMCF  are  two  of  LMCF’s  former 
Executive  Directors,  Rev.  A.  C.  Lawton 
and  Dr.  W.  Earl  Hotalen,  both  receiving 
monthly  pensions  from  LMCF.  Among 
the  former  presidents  of  LMCF,  some  of 
the  more  notable  have  been  Dr.  Carl  F. 
Lueg,  Sr.,  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser,  and 
Rev.  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Jr. 

Presently  United  Methodists  play  a 
prominent  leadership  role  through  the 
following  Board  members:  William  P. 
Fraser,  William  A.  Ford,  George  W. 
Harkins,  Duncan  M.  Smith,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Truman  Ward,  Robert  L.  Peyton,  W.  D. 
Boddie,  and  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr. 

Reason  «4:  Because  of  the  Annual 
Conference  Appointment  to  the  LMCF 
staff. 

Each  year  the  Bishop  makes,  along 
with  his  other  special  appointments,  an 
appointment  to  the  staff  of  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation.  Presently, 
Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington  is  serving  as 
Director  of  Promotion  and  Education, 
having  been  appointed  for  the  third 
consecutive  Conference  year. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Harrington’s 
ministry  within  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  notable  recognition  could  be 
given  to  his  tenure  as  President  of 
Huston-Tillotson  College,  his  service  in 
the  U.S.  Army  as  a  chaplain,  principal  of 
an  elementary  school,  and  pastorates  in 
the  states  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Having  been  appointed  to  serve  in  the 
Conference  in  1953,  Dr.  Harrington  has 
experienced  a  varied  and  rewarding 
ministry  which  spans  three  church 
pastorates,  Administrative  Assistant  to 
four  different  United  Methodist  bishops, 
the  distinction  of  having  been  appointed 
the  first  Black  District  Superintendent  in 
the  merged  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana,  and  the  Executive  Director¬ 
ship  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference. 

Coming  to  the  staff  of  LMCF  directly 
from  the  staff  of  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  where  he  served  as  Area 
Provost,  Dr.  Harrington  has  carved  out 
for  himself  a  very  effective  ministry 
which  includes  not  only  the  area  of 
Promotions  but  by  recent  action  of  the 
Board,  includes  also  the  leadership  of  the 
Educational  work.  Like  other  special 
appointments  by  the  Bishop  and  Cabinet, 
funding  of  this  appointment  must  come 
from  the  local  churches. 

Bishop  Shamblin,  speaking  of  Dr. 
Harrington’s  first  appointment  to  the 


staff  of  LMCF,  said,  "I  am  pleased  that 
Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  a  minister  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  a 
distinguished  leader  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  has  joined  the 
Foundation  in  the  capacity  of  Director  of 
Promotion.  Dr.  Harrington  brings  to  this 
responsibility  a  rich  background  of 
leadership  and  experience.  Dr 
Harrington  is  a  dedicated  and  gifted 
leader  in  the  church,  and  he  is 
representing  a  cause  that  is  worthy  of 
our  deepest  concern .  ’  ’ 

Reason  #5:  Because  the  times  in  which 
we  live  call  for  an  organization  such  as 
LMCF. 

We  must  have  leadership  to  combat  the 
costly  effects  of  a  permissive  society, 
addicted  to  the  recreational  use  of  drugs 
and  guilty  of  reckless  neglect  of  basic 
moral  principles.  Certainly  the 
statistical  evidence  gleaned  through 
methodical  and  scientific  study,  as  well 
as  the  casual  reading  of  today’s 
newspaper,  reflect  a  nation  bent  on 
moral  destruction.  LMCF  is  an  equipping 
organization  that  can  help  Christian 
people,  who  have  been  stirred  to 
Christian  concern  by  the  various 
ministries  of  their  church  and  their 
pastor’s  preaching  and  want  to  translate 
their  concern  into  cooperative  Christian 
action. 

Reason  a6:  Because  LMCF  is  a  good 
investment. 

For  $1.00  per  member  per  year,  all  of 
the  services  that  we  have  mentioned  in 
this  paper  can,  even  in  these  inflationary 
times,  be  supported  if  each  church  will 
do  its  part.  Our  prayer  is  that  this  will  be 
the  year  when  all  United  Methodist 
churches  in  our  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  will  endorse  our  work  with  a 
gift  of  $1.00  per  member  per  year,  paid 
monthly,  either  through  the  Louisiana 
Conference  office  or  mailed  directly  to 
our  office  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Reason  #7:  Because  LMCF  has  no  where 
else  to  turn. 

If  we  are  to  be  faithful  to  the  task, 
uncompromising  in  upholding  Christian 
principles,  then  we  must  look  only  to 
churches  and  Christian  people  for  our 
support.  There  are  those  who  would  have 
us  to  look  to  Federal  and  State 
governments,  but  you  know  that  all  such 
funding  carries  with  it  control  by  the 
same.  Indeed,  even  if  by  our  own  choice, 
we  have  no  where  else  to  turn  but  to  you. 
Reason  »8:  Because  you  have  resolved 
to. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists,  meeting 
in  Annual  Conference  last  year  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport, 
endorsed  and  unanimously  approved  a 
resolution  by  Rev.  Bill  Fraser,  which 
stated  in  part,  ‘‘that  every  church  give 
some  support  to  LMCF.’’ 

Conclusion:  Insofar  as  possible  we 
have  tried  to  share  at  least  seven  reasons 
with  you  why  we  think  that  “United 
Methodists  Should  Support  LMCF 
Through  Their  Church  Budget.” 
Naturally,  we  think  that  they  are  good 
reasons  and  worthy  of  consideration. 

We  are  fully  aware,  however,  that 
many  times  we  do  things,  not  because  we 
"should,"  but  simply  because  we  want 
to.  Our  prayer  is  that,  not  only  will  your 
particular  local  United  Methodist  church 
support  LMCF  for  the  reasons  that  we 
mentioned,  but  also  that  you  will  do  so, 
for  the  joy  that  comes  in  knowing  that 
you  will  have  a  part  in  this  ministry. 

As  a  member  and  a  leader  of  your 
church,  we  ask  you  to  do  the  following: 

1.  Present  LMCF’s  request  for  $1.00 
per  member  per  year  to  your 
appropriate  committee.  Urge  them  to 
place  it  in  the  budget. 

2.  Encourage  the  members  of  your 
congregation  to  approve  LMCF’s  budget 
request. 

3.  See  that  the  treasurer  of  your  church 
designates  monthly  the  amount  that 
LMCF  should  receive  in  their  monthly 
remittance  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
office,  or  the  treasurer  may  elect  to  send 
the  designated  amounts  directly  to 
LMCF,  P.O.  Box  2951,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana  70821. 


From  Ken  Ward 


Needless  to  say,  we  are  proud  of  the 
encouragement  and  support  given  to  us, 
not  only  by  Bishop  Shamblin,  but  by 
other  leading  Methodist  pastors  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

When  the  question  of  our  effectiveness 
in  the  Legislature  was  raised  on  the 
Conference  floor,  I  felt  with  all  of  my 
heart  and  mind  that  we  were  effective 
and  were  doing  everything  possible  to  be 
more  so.  I  am  thankful  to  the  Legal  and 
Legislative  Committee  for  their 
initiating  the  survey  and  am  humbled  by 
the  very  warm  and  encouraging 
response  from  well  over  one-half  of  the 


members  of  the  Legislature.  Believe  me, 
we  interpret  this  not  as  a  reason  for 
resting  but  rather  a  motive  for  working 
even  harder. 

I  am  optimistic  about  the  future  and 
prayerfully  trust  that  the  reasons  given 
elsewhere  on  this  page  as  to  Why  United 
Methodists  Should  Support  LMCF  through 
Their  Church  Budgets  will  encourage  the 
financial  support  that  we  simply  must 
have. 

Please  know  of  my  love  and  warm 
feelings  for  each  of  you  and  my  desire  to 
lead  LMCF  in  a  n\anner  that  all  United 
Methodists  will  take  pride  in. 


Executive  Director 


Introduction 


Rev.  Wm.  P.  Fraser 


Member,  Legal  & 
Legislative  Committee 
Louisiana  Moral  & 
Civic  Foundation 

We  who  serve  on  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  the  Louisiana  Moral  &  Civic 
Foundation,  have  felt  for  some  time  that 
the  effectiveness  of  the  legislative 
program  was  showing  marked  increase. 
We  also  knew,  however,  regardless  of 
how  we,  as  Board  members,  might  feel 
about  Ken  and  the  progress  that  has  been 
made  in  the  work  of  LMCF,  that  only  the 
individual  legislators  could  accurately 
determine  how  effective  Ken  and 
LMCF’s  legislative  program  has  been. 

The  Chairman  of  our  Legal  & 


Legislative  Committee,  over  his 
signature,  sent  a  survey  to  each  member 
of  the  Legislature,  asking  them  to 
evaluate  Ken  Ward  and  LMCF’s 
legislative  program  with  one  of  the 
following  responses:  Not  effective. 
Effective,  or  Very  effective.  In  addition, 
a  place  was  provided  for  them  to  offer 
any  comments.  We  were  greatly  pleased 
with  the  response,  as  more  than  50%  of 
the  legislators  took  time  out  from  their 
busy  schedules  to  return  the  surveys  and 
offer  comments. 

We  are  proud  to  share  the  results  of  that 
survey  with  you.  (The  complete  survey  is 
available  for  inspection  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  office  at  1030  Convention  Street. ) 


Comments:  From  The  Senate 


"Ken  works  hard  in  his  effort  to 
espouse  his  cause.  It  is  very  difficult  in 
these  trying  times.” 

“It  has  been  a  privilege  to  have  worked 
with  Mr.  Ward  during  his  tenure  as 
Executive  Director  and  I  wish  to  assure 
you  that  his  performance  is  a  credit  to 
your  organization.  He  has  always  been 
extremely  gentlemanly,  has  a  good 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the 
legislative  matters  under  consideration, 
is  very  personable  in  working  with 
individual  legislators  and  is  an  excellent 
witness  when  appearing  before  our 
legislative  committees.  I  look  forward  to 
a  continued  association  with  Mr.  Ward.” 

"Good  people.” 

"Mr.  Ward  is  a  fine  young  man,  and  is 
influential  in  espousing  his  cause  ...  It  is 
a  pleasure  working  with  Ken." 

"Ken  is  a  great  asset  and  is  always 
well  prepared  to  help  us  who  have  a 
strong  belief  in  the  word  of  God.  ” 

"Is  very  conscientious." 

"In  my  opinion,  he  is  one  of  the  most 
respected  .  .  and  one  of  the  best." 


"Ken  is  doing  an  excellent  job  for  the 
Foundation.  He  is  very  knowledgeable  — 
with  the  ability  to  get  things  done  at  the 
Legislative  level.” 

"I  have  personally  enjoyed  and 
appreciated  my  relationship  with  Ken.  I 
believe  he  is  an  effective  voice  to  the 
legislature.  Ken  knows  when  to 
compromise  in  face  of  political  realities, 
which  makes  him  more  credible  and 
effective.” 

"In  the  four  years  that  I  have  been  in 
the  legislature,  I  have  seen  the  Louisiana 
Moral  &  Civic  Foundation  grow  in 
strength  and  credibility  and  power, 
primarily  due  to  the  effective  leadership 
demonstrated  by  Mr.  Ken  Ward  .  .  .  one 
of  the  more  powerful  forces  in  the  state 
legislature.” 

"Ken  Ward  is  without  doubt  one  of  the 
most  effective  I  have  ever  encountered 
while  serving  in  the  legislature.  He  was 
forthright,  and  I  accept  his  comments 
with  facts  and  figures,  and  effectively 
promotes  the  Moral  &  Civic  Foundation. 
I  find  the  LMCF’s  newsletter  and 


correspondence  informative  and 
worthwhile  in  making  decisions  as  a 
legislator." 

"Ken  Ward  is  very  good  and  learned  of 
his  job.  His  dedication  is  without  peer!  ” 

"I  appreciate  having  this  very  fine 
Christian  Gentleman  down  in  B.  R.  He 
has  done  a  very  outstanding  job  for 
which  you  can  be  proud.  ” 

Statistical 

Summary 

Well  over  50%  returned  surveys 
100%  of  those  returning  surveys 
!  evaluated  Ken  Ward  and  the 
work  "effective.”  (Not  even  one 
of  the  surveys  returned  was  rated 
"not  effective”)  i 

29%  rated  the  work  effective. 

81%  rated  the  work  very  effective. 


Comments  From  The  House 


"Mr.  Ward  is  a  very  articulate  and  effective  spokesman  for 
the  foundation.  I  have  found  him  to  be  very  sound  and  helpful 
on  legislative  matters.” 

"It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  work  with  Ken.” 

"Mr.  Ward  did  in  my  opinion  a  very  good  job." 

"Please  keep  up  the  program.  There  is  a  great  need  for  your 
program’s  influence  in  the  legislature.  Ken  Ward  has  been  an 
excellent  person  for  you.  I  have  enjoyed  working  with  you.” 

"Ken  is  easy  to  work  with  and  presents  his  position  in  a 
logical,  rational  manner  —  very  effective!  ’’ 

"Ken  Ward  plays  a  valuable  role  in  the  legislative  setting.  I 
have  found  myself  coming  to  rely  more  and  more  upon  his 
excellent  advice.  He  shows  his  understanding  of  the  ‘process’ 
and  is  a  real  asset." 

"Mr.  Ken  Ward  is  a  fine  Christian  man  and  a  very  effective 
representative  of  the  La.  Moral  &  Civic  Foundation." 

"Mr.  Ward  has  been  most  effective,  very  pleasant  and 
congenial  to  work  with  through  the  years.  My  only  advice  to 
offer  is  to  continue  to  ‘keep  up  the  good  work’.  ” 

"Would  be  an  asset  to  any  group.” 

"One  of  the  most  effective  ...  at  the  Legislature.  He  always 
keeps  me  informed  of  the  issues  concerning  the  Foundation.” 

"Ken  Ward  has  been  an  inspiration  to  me  on  legislative 
matters  but  especially  a  spiritual  inspiration  that  I  will 
remember  the  rest  of  my  life." 

"Goodman.  Doing  a  good  job.” 

"I  think  he  is  doing  a  real  good  job,  is  very  courteous  and 
helpful  during  the  Sessions.  ” 

"Very  easy  to  work  with.  Nice  Disposition.  Need  more 
interested  men  like  Ken  in  this  field." 

"He’s  fair  and  honest .  .  .  that’s  all  anyone  can  ask." 

"I  have  noticed  that  Mr.  Ward  is  very  pleasant  and 
knowledgeable  in  his  position  with  your  organization.  ” 

"Mr.  Ward,  in  my  opinion,  does  an  excellent  job.  He  makes  a 
good  appearance,  presents  his  case  in  an  effective  manner  and 
is  well  respected  by  the  members  of  the  legislature." 

"Ken  Ward  is  an  excellent  choice  for  your  organization.  My 
experience  with  Ken  has  always  been  good.  He  know  what  he  is 


doing  and  he  knows  how  to  do  it.  In  short,  I  can’t  say  enough 
about  Ken  .  .  .  Great  individual.” 

"I  have  enjoyed  meeting  with  him.” 

"I  have  found  Ken  to  be  extremely  effective  for  LMCF.  He 
seems  to  always  be  prepared  and  willing  to  co-operate  with  the 
legislators.  He  is  very  helpful  to  me,  personally.  I  feel  he  is  one 
that  I  can  call  upon  whenever  I  need  legislative  assistance.  I 
recommend  him  highly.” 

"Think  Ken  Ward  is  good,  because  you  can  communicate 
with  him.  Very  personal  type  person,  not  in  left  field  .  .  .  just  a 
good  human  being  and  realistic  about  legislation." 

"Mr.  Ward  has  always  been  informed  on  the  issues.  He  has 
the  respect  of  the  members  of  the  legislature." 

"When  Ken  Ward  speaks,  everyone  listens.  I  recommend 
him.” 

"In  my  contact  with  Ken  Ward  I  have  found  him  to  be  a 
person  of  high  professional  standards,  which  mantle  his  daily 
work  endeavors.” 

"I  have  always  found  Mr.  Ward  to  be  honest,  dependable, 
and  conscientious.  He  is  a  fine  Christian  man  and  an  asset  to 
LMCF.” 

"Ken  Ward  does  an  outstanding  job.  He  is  most  sincere, 
honest,  and  works  extremely  hard  for  the  La.  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation.  I  always  look  forward  to  conversing  with  Ken 
because  he  is  well  informed  on  issues  pertaining  to  your 
interest.  Hopefully  you  all  will  see  fit  to  keep  him  in  this 
position  for  a  long  time." 

"Ken  Ward  really  put  a  lot  into  his  work.  I  have  a  lot  of 
respect  for  him  and  his  programs." 

"In  view  of  the  fact  that  opinions  on  morality  do  not  affect 
"pocket-book"  issues,  Mr.  Ward  has  an  unusual  job.  His 
personality  and  integrity  suit  him  well  for  this  effort.  ” 

"He  worked  diligently  on  me!!  Seems  like  a  prince  of  a 
fellow." 

"I  find  Ken  to  be  a  very  dedicated  and  conscientious  young 
man.” 

"Just  a  note  to  commend  Mr.  Ward  for  an  outstanding  job  he 
is  doing  with  LMCF.” 


One  of  the  things  which  LMCF  is 
emphasizing  just  now  is  its  literature 
ministry  which  largely  takes  the  form  of 
brochures.  Brochures  presently 
available  include  the  Legislative 
Program,  the  Educational  Program. 
Some  Facts  About  Alcohol,  Some  Facts 
About  Obscenity  and  Pornography,  Some 
Facts  About  Drugs,  Some  Facts  About 
Cigarette  Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer,  and 
Some  Facts  About  Local  Option 
Elections. 

The  Legal  and  Legislative  Committee 
of  LMCF  has  thought  it  sufficiently 
important  that  they  are  considering 
using  the  survey  material  received  from 
over  50%  of  both  the  House  and  the 
Senate  to  put  these  in  brochure  form, 
making  this  information  instantly 
available  to  all  who  might  need  to  know. 
Since  this  material  is  current 
information  representing  both  statistical 


data  and  legislators’  observations,  the 
brochure  may  be  headed,  Legislative 
Replies  —  1979. 

Another  publication  for  the  future  may 
involve  a  number  of  talks  from  a  radio 
and  television  series  called  LIFT  FOR 
LIFE  as  delivered  by  Robert  Harrington 
from  Station  WWL  in  New  Orleans. 
These  talks  have  been  aired  on  Sunday 
mornings  since  February  1970  and  have 
mostly  been  the  occasion  of  good 
comments. 

Eventually,  there  will  be  publication  of 
the  Sermon  Emphasis  on  Moral  Issues  in 
some  permanent  type  form  not  yet 
decided.  These  will  represent  sermons 
from  pulpits  all  over  the  state.  Sermons 
by  pastors  from  any  denomination  will 
be  welcomed. 

Some  other  matters  with  which  LMCF 
is  concerned  are:  1)  Reaction  from  the 
churches  on  how  they  propose  to  observe 


Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington 
Director  of  Promotion  & 
Education 


Drug  and  Alcohol  Concerns  Sunday  on 
November  11th.  2)  Receiving  the  names 
with  addresses  and  telephone  numbers  of 
your  LMCF  church  representative. 
These  names  will  help  us  complete  our 
master  file  and  will  give  us  direct  input 
with  the  local  church  on  important 
issues. 
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A  new  pastor  of  Spanish-speaking 
Ministries  has  been  appointed  to  the  New 
Orleans  area,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin.  The  Reverend  Dr.  Juan 
Sanfiel,  took  up  his  duties  on  October  1st. 

The  program  to  the  Spanish-speaking 
community  was  first  begun  at  First 
UMC.  on  Canal  Street,  when  Dr.  Clyde 
Clark  was  Senior  Minister  of  the  Church, 
by  Rev.  Robert  C.  Eaker.  As  the 
program  grew,  and  as  the  Spanish¬ 
speaking  community  enlarged,  the 
congregation  moved  to  Felicity  Church, 
where  it  was  operated  for  12  years.  Dr. 
Lawson  Lee  served  the  program  until  his 
health  required  a  Leave  of  Absence. 

In  the  past  few  years,  the  program  has 
been  moved  back  to  First  UMC.  because 


this  church  is  closer  to  the  center  of  the 
Spanish-speaking  population:  the  mid¬ 
city  area  and  Kenner. 

In  a  recent  program  meeting,  the 
Cabinet  voted  to  make  this  program  a 
high  priority  item.  Rev.  Donald  Hall, 
chairman  of  the  Conf.  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  told  them  that  the  Board  has 
a  long  history  of  concern  for  the 
program.  Each  superintendent  agreed  to 
raise  $2,000  for  Advance  Specials  for 
Spanish-Speaking  Ministry. 

Dr.  Sanfiel  came  to  the  United  States 
from  Cuba  some  five  months  ago,  where, 
in  Keyport,  New  Jersey,  he  joined  his 
wife  and  son,  Frank,  who  had  come  from 
Cuba  ten  years  ago.  Beginning  in  1941, 
Dr.  Sanfiel  was  pastor  of  a  number  of 
Methodist  Churches  in  Cuba.  Among  his 


assignments  are:  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Annual 
Conference  of  Cuba,  principal  of  two 
schools,  and  District  Superintendent  of 
the  ORIENTE  District  of  the  Annual 
Conference  of  the  Cuban  Methodist 
Church. 

Regular  services  are  held  each  Sunday 
morning  at  First  UMC,  New  Orleans. 
Spanish-Speaking  Ministry  is  a  National 
Avance  Special.  It  is  hoped  that  many 
churches  will  catch  a  vision  of  the  need 
for  this  program  right  here  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  adopt  it  as 
part  of  their  “second-mile”  giving. 
Treasurers  should  send  remittances  to 
the  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFER¬ 
ENCE,  P.  0.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge, 
70921,  and  use  *540  on  the  receipt  blank. 


LUM  Features  The  Shreveport  District 


Ed.  Note  —  We  have  asked  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson,  superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District,  to  give  us  some  idea 
of  what  the  district  is  doing.  We  plan  to 
feature  one  district  each  month,  because 
we  thought  you  would  be  interested  in 
hearing  about  what  others  are  doing.  We 
cannot  resist  calling  your  attention  to  the 
picture  of  the  Preacher’s  Meeting.  The 
next  time  your  pastor  jumps  on  you  for 
sleeping  in  church,  show  him  this  one! 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


Following  the  meal  each  group  held  shows  some  of  the  ministers  attending  the 
individual  business  meetings.  The  picture  meeting. 


COM  Launches 
New  Program 


Sign  Up  Today! 
Junior  High  Weekend 

♦Training  for  junior  high  youth  and 
their  adult  counselors 
♦National  jr.  high  leader  —  Ginny 
Holderness 
♦October  19-21, 1979 
♦Camp  Brewer 
♦Cost  -  $17.00 

♦More  details:  pastor  or  Mrs.  Kathi 
Finnell,  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge 
70821 


LOUISIANA 
UNITED 
METHODIST 
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J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop 
Byrl  Moreland,  Editor 
P.O.  Drawer  3057 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 
Phone:  (504  )  927-7820 


Shown  in  the  picture  with 
Shreveport  District 
is  Peggy 
Eleanor 


The  District  Council  on  Ministries  approved  the 
sponsorship  of  30-second  radio  spots  on  two  Shreveport 
stations,  to  begin  November  1st.  Shown  in  this  picture  is  the 
committee  responsible  for  the  development  of  this  new 
ministry.  Left  to  right,  they  are:  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Rev. 
Carl  Rhoads,  Chairman  of  the  District  Council  on  Ministries, 
Jo  Ann  Harris,  and  Larry  Robertson. 

The  cost  of  this  program  will  be  borne  by  the  Shreveport 
District  Council. 

Committee  On  Finance 
And  Administration 


The  proposed  budget  for  1980  for  the  Shreveport  District 
was  presented  to  the  District  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Administration  on  September  19th.  Included  in  this  budget 
are  programs  for  Lay  Activities,  Leadership  Training 
Schools,  Cultivation  &  Promotion  of  Ministries,  youth  and 
adults,  Mission  Grants,  Caney  lake  Centre  Maintenance  and 
monies  for  the  purchase  of  new  church  sites. 

A  new  program  that  has  recently  been  inaugurated  and 
will  be  supported  through  the  District  budget  is  a  Hospital 
Visitation  Chaplain.  Rev.  David  Felder,  retired  minister,  will 
represent  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  the  Shreveport- 
Bossier  City  hospitals. 


Dave  Stone  and  his  entertainment  group. 


Dr.  John  Cooksey,  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  the 
Caney  Conference  Centre,  is  shown  conducting  the  fall 
meeting  of  this  group.  It  was  reported  that  camping,  this  past 
summer,  was  the  most  successful  experience  in  many  years. 
Tri-district  camps  were  held  for  children  and  youth  of  the 
Shreveport-Ruston-Monroe  Districts. 


Youth  Rally  Entitled 


6 The  Big  Event 9 


Five  hundred  youth  gathered  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport  for  an  evening  of  fun, 
fellowship,  and  worship. 

Among  the  activities  held  on  Sunday  afternoon.  Sept.  23rd,  were  periods  of 
recreation,  snack  supper,  and  a  youth  worship  service.  Dave  Stone  was  the  resource 
person  for  this  event  which  was  sponsored  by  the  Shreveport  District  Youth  Team. 


0 
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Parsons&  Parsonettes 
Hold  Joint  Meeting 


A  covered  dish  supper  opened 
the  fall  activities  for  both  the 
Ministers  and  Parsonettes  of 
the  Shreveport  District  on 
September  6th  at  First  UMC, 
Bossier  City.  During  the  meal, 
the  Parsonettes  presented  a 
Style  Show  at  which  time 
various  Parsonettes  modeled 
clothing  provided  by  the 
Fashion  Tree  dress  shop  in 
Bossier  City.  Mrs.  Francis 
Pearce,  president  of  the 
Parsonettes,  narrated  the  Style 
Show. 


Choosing  New 


Church  Site 


In  August  of  this  year,  the  Shreveport  District  Board  of  Missions 
purchased  7'i  acres  in  South  Bossier  for  a  new  church  site.  At  the 
present  time,  the  District  Board  is  looking  for  properties  in 
Southwest  Shreveport.  The  picture  shows  some  members  of  the 
District  Board  of  Church  Locations  and  of  the  Board  of  Missions, 
examining  a  piece  of  property  under  consideration. 


Shown  in  this  picture  are  youth  participating  in  the  events 
of  the  evening. 


Youth  being  dismissed  for  refreshments. 


IVXC.K  2 


Now  is  the  time  for  families 
to  begin  planning  for  Christmas 


“There  are  only  60  shopping  days  left 
until  Christmas/'  a  sign  in  a  department 
store  recently  pointed  out.  “Shop  early 
and  make  this  Christmas  the  best  ever  " 

Although  Halloween  is  still  two  weeks 
away,  it  appears  that  the  annual  com¬ 
mercial  “gear-up”  for  Christmas  is  al¬ 
ready  upon  us. 

The  advertising  industry  is  already 
suggesting  to  us  what  we  can  do  with  the 
nearly  $700  the  “average"  American 
family  of  four  will  spend  on  gifts.  Our 
children  are  beginning  to  be  bombarded 
on  Saturday  morning  television  with 
commercials  hawking  toys  —  which 
Santa  will  “give”  to  American  children 
at  a  rate  of  $110  per  child. 

By  the  time  the  bills  begin  arriving  in 
January,  Americans  will  have  spent 
about  $12  billion  to  celebrate  (sellabrate) 
Christmas. 

We  offer  these  statistics  not  as  a  way  of 
saying  “humbug”  to  the  tradition  of  gift¬ 
giving  at  Christmas,  but  in  order  to  call 
United  Methodists  and  others  in  the 
Christian  community  to  an  awareness  of 


the  “run  away  department  store  escala¬ 
tor”  we  often  get  on  unwittingly  at  this 
time  of  year. 

We  urge  American  families  to  begin 
now  planning  their  Christmas  celebra¬ 
tions,  setting  limits  within  which  they  are 
comfortable  financially  and  spiritually, 
and  sharing  ideas  about  how  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  Christmas  might  be  made  par¬ 
ticularly  meaningful  this  year. 

One  way  to  do  this  is  to  begin  with  the 
question:  “If  we  had  no  money  at  all, 
what  would  we  have  to  give  each  other  at 
Christmas,  and  how  would  we  give  it?” 
Such  was  the  example  of  Peter  in  Acts 
3:6  w  hen  he  said  “I  have  no  money  at  all, 
but  I  give  you  what  I  have”  enabling  a 
lame  man  to  walk. 

“There  are  only  60  shopping  days  until 
Christmas.  Shop  early  and  make  this 
Christmas  the  best  ever,”  the  sign  says. 
We  suggest  that  the  sign  be  changed  to 
read:  “Think  and  plan  early  for  a 
Christmas  season  during  1979  which  will 
truly  glorify  the  One  whose  birth  we 
celebrate.’ 


THE  IMTEO  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Tell  us  about 
Christmas  ideas 

In  an  editorial  elsewhere  on  this 
page,  TM/UMR  advocates  that  United 
Methodist  families  begin  now  to  dis¬ 
cuss  and  plan  ways  of  celebrating  the 
coming  Christmas  season  which  are 
personally  meaningful  and  appropri¬ 
ate  expressions  of  the  Christian  faith. 

We  hope  that  families  which  accept 
that  challenge,  resolve  to  make  this 
Christmas  “different”  in  their  house¬ 
holds,  will  share  some  of  their  ideas 
with  us  and  with  other  TM/UMR  read¬ 
ers  in  the  coming  weeks  before 
Christmas. 

Send  us  your  family’s  ideas  for  a 
meaningful  Christmas.  If  we  select 
your  submission  for  publication,  we 
will  contribute  $10  in  your  name  to 
United  Methodism’s  World  Hunger 
fund  Please  keep  submissions  no 
longer  than  two  double-spaced,  type¬ 
written  pages. 

Send  ideas  to:  A  Different  Christ¬ 
mas,  TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas.  75222. 


Here  I  Stand 
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Organized  crime  is  threat 
churchpersons  must  recognize 


By  GLENN  A.  YOUNG  JR. 

Since  the  term  of  our  current  President 
began,  one  of  the  issues  we  have  heard  a 
lot  about  has  been  “human  rights.”  This 
is  a  term  that  all  Christians  should  be 
concerned  about,  since  it  involves  help¬ 
ing  those  who  have  been  oppressed  for 
various  reasons  in  other  countries. 

In  recent  years,  one  of  the  things  hap¬ 
pening  in  our  United  Methodist  Church 
has  been  the  expression  of  concern  for 
those  in  our  jails  and  how  we  can  help 
others  from  getting  there.  Much  of  the 
current  thought  has  been  to  try  to  merge 
the  Christian  stance  of  justice,  love  and 
forgiveness  into  helping  those  who 
commit  crimes  in  our  society.  A  recent 
cover  story  in  “The  Interpreter"  looked 
at  the  whole  issue  of  capital  punishment. 
The  story  came  down  quite  hard  against 


this  form  of  punishment  in  our  country. 
And  this  is  as  it  should  be,  since  the 
church  needs  to  deal  with  all  the  issues 
that  our  society  faces. 

But  hearing  all  this  talk  about  the 
Christian  faith  in  the  criminal  justice 
world,  I  am  wondering  if  we  are  missing 
a  bigger  area  of  concern:  organized 
crime,  commonly  called  “the  Syndicate.” 
This  topic  should  be  of  concern  to  all. 

This  is  an  organization  that  has  the 
biggest  revenue  of  any  corporation  in  the 
United  States.  The  FBI  estimates  that 
this  organization  makes  $10  billion  a 
year.  This  money  is  not  taxed  and  is  not 
recorded,  so  it  easily  could  be  twice  that 
amount.  With  such  great  strength,  organ¬ 
ized  crime  violates  the  human  rights  of 
countless  persons  each  day.  It  lends 
money  to  people  whom  it  has  hooked  on 


My  Witness 


Christian  community  to  an  awareness  of  celebrate.”  I  B _  •  _  _  11*  •  1 

,  ,  ,  Jrraise  trod  tor  a  special  song 

Hurricane  Victims  need  OUr  help  By  MARJORIEF.  JENKINS  the  retreat  and  told  her  about  this  me  the  next  day  before  we  left 

*  Mv  heart  ic  cinoino  “Mnthiner ’c  i*v>  t  ._u  i »  <1  ,  .  . 


“Out  of  the  headlines,  out  of  mind,” 
might  be  an  appropriate  way  to  modern¬ 
ize  an  old  adage.  W'ith  a  new  round  of 
horror  stories  greeting  us  each  day  in  the 
morning  newspaper,  it  is  difficult  even 
for  persons  with  deep  Christian  concern 
to  keep  in  mind  all  of  those  in  need. 

A  case  in  point  are  the  victims  of  “Hur¬ 
ricane  David”  —  the  vicious  storm  which 
swept  through  the  Caribbean  and  up  the 
Atlantic  Coast  two  months  ago,  leaving  a 
death  toll  in  the  hundreds.  The  sixth 
deadliest  hurricane  of  this  century, 
David  devastated  areas  of  Dominica,  the 
Dominican  Republic  and  Haiti  —  areas 
already  plagued  with  hunger  and  home¬ 
lessness. 

But  while  the  "news”  of  David’s  devas¬ 
tation  has  disappeared  from  our  newspa¬ 
pers  and  is  no  longer  demanding  tele¬ 
vision  coverage,  the  needs  have  not 
gone  away.  Even  though  some  of  us 
may  have  forgotten  about  the  suffering 
left  in  David’s  wake,  our  church  has  not. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  and  other  Christian  re¬ 
lief  agencies  have  been  on  the  scene  from 
the  beginning  —  airlifting  food,  clothing 
and  medical  supplies  to  the  homeless  and 
providing  a  wide  range  of  services. 
UMCOR  also  has  been  active  in  helping 
persons  along  our  own  Atlantic  coast  who 
have  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the 
hurricane.  UMCOR  will  be  there  helping 
for  months  to  come. 

To  help  in  this  relief  effort,  UMCOR  is 
attempting  to  raise  $100,000  —  $40,000  of 
which  will  go  to  general  relief  efforts  and 
$60,000  of  which  will  go  to  the  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Caribbean  for  direct  aid  to 
the  tiny  island  of  Dominica,  which  suffer¬ 
ed  the  brunt  of  David’s  carnage. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  every¬ 
where  to  give  generously  to  this  fund. 
Money  can  be  designated  through  your 
local  church  or  can  be  sent  directly  to: 
UMCOR,  Hurricane  Relief,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10027. 


By  MARJORIE  F.  JENKINS 

My  heart  is  singing,  “Nothing’s  im¬ 
possible  with  God  at  my  side,”  for  God 
has  just  given  me  both  the  words  and  the 
melody  for  a  song  to  praise  Him.  The 
miracle  of  this  gift  is  that  I’m  not  even 
musically  inclined!  In  fact,  without 
someone  leading  me  in  song,  I  don’t  even 
carry  the  tune  very  well  without  going 
flat. 

This  miracle  happened  in  the  week 
previous  to  a  spiritual  retreat  for  our 
United  Methodist  Women  at  Camp  Wil¬ 
derness  at  Lawson,  Missouri.  Our  minis¬ 
ter  had  just  preached  on  the  Trinity  on 
the  Sunday  before  the  retreat,  and  that 
afternoon  the  words  for  a  prayer  re¬ 
sponse  praising  God  came  to  me. 

The  next  morning  while  I  was  hanging 
out  clothes  on  the  line,  I  was  singing  this 
song.  I  kept  singing  it  off  and  on  all  week, 
and  on  Thursday  I  realized  it  would  be 
perfect  to  sing  along  with  my  devotional 
for  the  retreat  on  Saturday. 

I  called  our  membership  chairman, 
Sybil  Brockman,  who  was  in  charge  of 


the  retreat  and  told  her  about  this 
response.  I  told  her  I  thought  it  was  to  the 
tune  of  some  church  hymn,  and  maybe 
she  would  recognize  it  if  I  sang  it  to  her. 
She  could  lead  us  in  singing  it  then.  I 
sang  it  to  her;  yet  at  the  same  time  I  felt 
like  someone  else  was  leading  me  in  the 
singing  of  it. 

Sybil  said,  "I  never  heard  that  tune 
before;  but  between  Mary  Lou  Adams, 
our  program  leader,  and  myself  I’m  sure 
we  could  learn  the  tune  from  you.”  Then 
Sybil  remarked,  “I  think  God  just  gave 
you  a  song  for  the  retreat.” 

After  I  hung  up  the  phone  I  thought  to 
myself,  “I’ll  call  Linda  (my  daughter). 
Maybe  they  sang  that  in  the  singing 
group  she  and  Deb  (my  other  daughter) 
belonged  to  at  college.”  So  I  called  her 
and  sang  it  to  her.  She  said,  "I  never 
heard  that  tune  before!”  Since  her  piano 
was  in  the  same  room  as  the  phone,  she 
picked  out  the  notes  on  the  piano  and 
wrote  them  down  as  I  sang  through  it 
several  times.  She  said  she  would  write 
the  notes  on  staff  paper  and  bring  it  out  to 


me  the  next  day  before  we  left. 

When  I  shared  this  experience  at  the 
retreat  Friday  evening,  Mary  Lou 
Adams  sang  through  it  with  the  music  I 
gave  her.  No  one  there  had  ever  heard 
that  tune  before!  Our  president  dubbed 
it  “Our  Retreat  Song.  ” 

The  next  morning  for  my  devotional 
after  singing  this  song  of  praise  together, 
I  shared  the  miracle  that  had  happened  to 
me  previously  of  God’s  call  to  me  to  write 
a  book  of  poems  called  “Rainbows  and 
Roses.”  I  was  just  in  the  process  of 
finishing  this  book  last  week  when  God 
sent  this  song. 

When  I  came  home  from  the  retreat, 
the  song  was  still  going  through  my  mind 
with  an  echo  of  bells  repeating  the  re¬ 
frain.  I  wonder  if  this  means  the  response 
is  to  be  used  by  our  bell  choir  at  church. 
Or  were  they  the  bells  of  Heaven  I  heard 
ringing  out  in  joy  in  response  to  our 
singing  praises  to  God? 

This  week's  contributor,  Marjorie  Jen¬ 
kins,  is  a  member  of  Lee's  Summit  UMC 
in  Lee's  Summit.  Missouri. 


Churches  are  big ,  but  what  good  are  they  doing? 


To  the  Editor: 

TM/UMR’s  September  21  issue  listed 
Texas  in  first  place  in  the  “top  ten  sta¬ 
tistics”  in  United  Methodist  membership 
and  attendance  nationally. 

The  CBS  television  presentation  of  “60 
Minutes”  for  September  23  divided  one  of 
its  segments  between  Texas  and  South¬ 
ern  California  in  a  critique  of  major 
church  attendance  vs.  a  concomitant  du¬ 
bious  influence  on  moral  accountability 
in  the  community.  The  sampling,  of 
course,  served  a  preconceived  purpose! 

But  is  there  not  something  curious 
(and  altogether  human)  here?  Every 
denomination  takes  a  strong  position  on 
virtuous  living  by  the  individual,  on  mor¬ 
ally  accountable  standards  throughout 
society.  Only  “social  gospel”  denomina¬ 
tions  are  committed  to  doing  something 
about  it,  however.  And  people  called 
Methodists  take  second  place  to  none  in 
this  reputed  category.  Yet  we  seem  to 
center  on  the  symptoms  rather  than  the 
malignancy  itself  in  our  sick  society.  Is 
it,  perhaps,  that  we  prefer  the  less 
complicated  outlet  for  social  action?  We 
witness  valiantly  on  such  issues  as 
atomic  energy,  alcoholism,  peace  and 
capital  punishment;  in  compassion  for 
the  victims  of  our  social  order:  the 
hungry,  the  poorly  clothed,  the  ill.  Great! 

But  how  shall  we  witness  against 
secularism?  Corruption  in  its  hydra¬ 
headed  forms  in  public  and  private 
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affairs?  The  persistence  of  slum  areas, 
now  damned  as  the  major  breeders  of 
crime?  These  are  among  the  bottom  line 
issues  that  menace  our  free  society.  Yes, 
we  preach  against  them.  And  we  study 
them,  as  did  a  notable  evangelical  con¬ 
gress  of  clergy  and  lay  people  in 
Minneapolis  some  years  ago  —  only  to 
confess  failure  as  a  religious  influence. 

WE  HAVE  YET  TO  ORGANIZE  THE 
ONE  EFFECTIVE  THING  TO  DO,  AND 
AT  AN  ECUMENICAL  LEVEL.  That 
would  be  to  mount  an  endless  witness  on 
behalf  of  righteous  leadership.  (The  few 
lead,  the  many  follow. ) 

Yet  this  is  the  appointed  province  of 
the  church.  It  does  preach  about  it  and 
conduct  seminars.  Let  it  find  a  way  to  do 
something  about  it.  Our  affluent  society 
has  promoted  volunteerism  into  a 
growing  outlet  for  part-time  and  retire¬ 
ment  activity.  Does  anyone  dare  to  think 
in  terms  of  a  nationwide  witness  on 
behalf  of  moral  accountability,  the  reli¬ 
gious  ethic,  righteousness? 

Is  there  a  greater  need  in  America 
today?  Not  the  daim  but  the  proven 
record  of  any  candidate  for  leadership? 

Of  course,  this  would  invade  one  of 
those  sensitive  areas  that  we  humans 
prefer  not  to  think  about,  an  instinctive 
no-no.  The  pointing  finger  may  come  to 
rest  on  us! 

Ellen  Goodman,  Boston  columnist, 
noted  something  here  in  commenting  (4- 
26-78)  on  the  first  showing  of  “Holo¬ 
caust.”  The  enormity  of  the  crime  had 
been  too  overwhelming.  There  was  an 
imponderable  something  about  people 
doing  this  to  people.  Might  it  happen 
again?  How  much  of  inhumanity  do  we 
condone  today  in  our  own  free  society? 
The  heading  of  the  column  was:  “Still,  a 

curious  silence.”  . . 

Loyd  Whitbeck 
Sunnyvale,  California 

Articles  conflicted 

To  the  Editor : 

I  was  so  pleased  to  open  the  September 
21  issue  of  TM/UMR  to  see  and  then  to 
read  the  article  by  Bud  Herron  “  ‘Big’  lie 
paralyzes  small  church  —  No  church 
need  wait  to  get  large  to  be  effective, 
leader  says.”  Being  an  only-slightly- 
over-five-feet-tall  human  being,  I  like  to 
think  the  same  applies  to  people. 

However,  when  I  turned  to  page  4,  I 
was  unable  to  believe  what  I  was  seeing. 
In  this  same  issue  there  is  the  article 
"  ‘Top  10’  statistics  placing  Texas  first.” 
Perhaps  if  these  two  pieces  had  been  in 
different  issues,  the  incongruency  would 
not  be  so  apparent.  But  they  are  and  I  am 
distressed  about  it.  How  can  I  (and  small 
churches)  improve  our  self-image  and 
believe  that  small  can  be  beautiful  and 
effective  when  we  are  bombarded  with 
items  that  state  that  “largest”  and  “top 
10”  and  “first”  are  synonymous? 

Roxanne  M.  Thompson 

Lansing,  New  York 

Numbers  are  not  all 

To  the  Editor : 

Just  a  quick  observation  concerning 
the  article  “Top  10  statistics  place  Texas 
first,  "  which  I’m  sure  all  Texans  heartily 
enjoyed  (TM/UMR,  September  21 ) 

Not  only  should  Texans  be  proud  to  be 
No.  1  in  size  of  membership  and  average 
attendance  at  main  worship  service,  but 
they  are  also  No.  1  in  the  “members 
staying  home"  department. 

I  would  be  extremely  embarrassed  if  I 
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was  part  of  a  congregation  of  11,384,  of 
which  only  2,761  found  their  way  to 
morning  worship,  such  as  is  the  case  at 
First  UMC,  Houston. 

Can  it  be  that  we  are  proud  of  a  church 
that  routinely  dismisses  8,623  United 
Methodists  from  worship?  When  one 
considers  how  many  of  the  number  that 
do  come  are  visitors,  children  and  con¬ 
stituents,  the  proper  averages  should  be 
that  for  every  100  full  members  of  a 
church,  there  should  be  140  persons  in 
worship.  Instead  less  than  40  usually 
attend  for  for  every  100  members. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong,  Texas,  I  think 
you’re  doing  great!  But  whatever 
happened  to  those  missing  members?  No 
one  here  in  Kentucky  has  seen  them. 
They  must  still  be  in  Texas.  I  hope  you 
find  them.  Then,  I’ll  really  be  impressed. 

Danny  Philpot 
Lexington,  Kentucky 

Letters  hated 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  Vernon  Bigler  for 
his  comments  on  the  type  of  letters  which 
dominate  TM/UMR's  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  column  (TM/UMR,  September 
21). 

I  have  come  to  the  point  where  I  actual¬ 
ly  hate  to  read  these  letters  because  of 
the  bigotry  and  narrow-minded  views 
which  are  expressed. 

God  help  the  Christian  Church  if  our 
congregations  are  composed  mainly  of 
individuals  with  closed  minds. 

Why  all  this  polarization  between  fun¬ 
damentalists  and  those  who  believe  in 
social  action?  If  a  person  is  in  Christ  it  is 
only  natural  to  want  to  express  that  love 
by  serving  others. 

I  believe  that  charismatics  are  bring¬ 
ing  helpful  insights  into  the  leading  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  But  the  United  Methodist 
Church  can  also  be  proud  of  the  fact  that 
Methodists  are  out  there  in  every 
community  supporting  the  work  of  the 
social  agencies. 

I  know  that  the  editor  feels  obligated  to 
publish  the  letters  sent  to  him,  but  we 
will  soon  choke  on  all  this  name  calling! 

Kenneth  M.  Stewart 
Lantana,  Florida 
Let’s  stop  fighting 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  the  letter 
by  Vernon  Bigler  of  Batavia.  New  York, 
and  would  like  to  say  a  very  loud  AMEN 
(TM/UMR,  September  21). 

I  am  weary  with  the  endless  fights 
between  the  charismatic  faction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the  non- 


charismatic.  I  sometimes  wonder  if  the 
people  who  get  into  these  fights  do  so  in 
order  not  to  have  to  confront  some  of  the 
real  issues  in  our  world.  I  wonder  how 
many  of  the  fighters  know,  or  care,  how 
these  fights  influence  others’  attitudes 
and  acceptance  of  our  so-called  “Chris¬ 
tianity.” 

Jesus  did  not  teach  us  through  example 
to  fight  amongst  ourselves;  He  generally 
tried  to  ignore  a  fight  and  got  on  with  His 
Father’s  business  —  that  of  loving, 
healing  and  teaching. 

It’s  time  that  we  ended  this  time  and 
energy-consuming  battle  and  got  on  with 
our  Father’s  business.  We  need  to  model 
ourselves  after  the  Man’s  teachings  that 
we  supposedly  follow,  Jesus  Christ,  and 
be  filled  with  the  love  and  compassion 
that  is  ours  to  receive  and  to  give  —  not 
only  to  our  fellow  Christians  but  to  all 
mankind.  Martha  Hodgson 

Westons  Mills,  New  York 
View  shared 
To  the  Editor: 

A  thank  you  to  Vernon  Bigler  of 
Batavia,  New  York,  for  saying  so  well  in 
his  “Letter  to  the  Editor”  of  September 
21  what  I  have  felt  for  so  long.  It  is 
heartwarming  to  know  that  there  are 
others  who  share  my  feelings  and  point  of 
view.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Bigler. 

Marlene  Pinkstaff 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Reject  abortion 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  for  printing  the  excel¬ 
lent  article  by  Ronald  D.  Smith  regard¬ 
ing  abortion,  and  congratulations  to  Dr. 
Smith  for  making  his  point  in  such  a  lucid 
manner. 

It  is  as  if  the  leaders  of  the  UMC  have 
abdicated  their  responsibility  for  moral 
leadership.  They  have  allowed  a  secular 
institution  to  influence  their  judgment. 
Many  of  us  believe  the  ruling  by  the 
Supreme  Court  was  actually  the  creation 
of  legislation  and  not  within  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  court. 

Let  our  church  leaders  reconsider  this 
issue  with  the  utmost  care.  It  is  just  as 
wrong  now  as  it  ever  was  to  kill  children 
—  even  if  they  haven’t  yet  been  born.  For 
Christian  churches  to  accept  abortion  is 
for  the  presumed  moral  leaders  of 
society  to  be  led  by  the  immorality  of 
expedience  Richard  W.  Eddy 

Fort  Shaw,  Montana 

Time  to  rebel 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  say  a  hearty  “amen"  to  the 


“Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Ronald  D. 
Smith  in  the  September  28  Reporter. 

I  have  not  understood  our  nation’s  nor 
our  church’s  stand  on  abortion.  God’s 
judgment  will  surely  be  on  us  for  this. 

After  nine  and  one-half  years  of 
marriage,  our  son  and  his  wife  were  abie 
to  adopt  a  precious  baby  —  our  first 
grandchild.  Often  as  I  have  looked  at  this 
beautiful  blond,  blue-eyed  child,  the 
thought  comes,  “What  if  her  mother  had 
wanted  her  killed?”  I’m  so  thankful  her 
mother  gave  birth  to  this  baby  and 
allowed  us  to  have  her  to  love  and  care 
for  as  a  part  of  our  family. 

At  our  annual  conference  this  year,  a 
minister  stood  before  the  assembly  and 
said,  “Our  brother  was  killed  today  in 
Florida,”  in  a  sort  of  “bleeding-heart" 
plea  in  regard  to  capital  punishment.  I 
wonder  how  many  babies  were  killed 
that  day  in  our  own  church  hospital  in  our 
city? 

Name  withheld  by  request 
Wichita,  Kansas 

Reprints  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  favorably  impressed  by  the 
“Here  I  Stand”  articles  in  the  September 
28  issue.  They  were  contributed  by  the 
Rev.  M.  Thos.  Swantner  and  Dr.  Ronald 
D.  Smith. 

These  articles  are  so  sound  and  so 
much  to  the  point  that  I  would  like  to 
suggest  a  reprint  either  in  TM/UMR  or 
elsewhere. 

Joshua  H.  Armacost 
Sparks,  Maryland 


gambling  at  very  high  interest  rates;  it 
pushes  drugs  to  all  those  it  can  find;  it 
uses  women  for  prostitutes;  and  now  it  is 
using  our  children  in  pornographic 
movies.  And  for  those  who  do  not  pay  up 
for  the  “favors"  they  have  been  given, 
there  are  threats  of  violence  and  killings 
by  the  hundreds. 

Yet  this  organization  can  only  live  if 
the  people  of  the  United  States  want  it  to. 
And  the  question  that  I  am  asking  is: 
“How  much  longer  are  Christians  going 
to  tolerate  this  kind  of  crime  in  this 
country?”  When  are  we  going  to  demand 
that  this  group  cease  to  exist,  so  that  we 
can  have  the  justice  that  Christ  talked 
about  in  Luke  4: 18? 

It  has  been  said  that  the  syndicate 
cannot  exist  in  any  city  or  state  without 
the  police  being  paid  off.  And  while  they 
are  getting  paid  off,  innocent  people  are 
getting  hooked  on  gambling  and  drugs, 
and  others  are  getting  killed  because 
they  will  not  “cooperate.” 

■.Some  states  have  tried  to  answer  the 
mob  by  setting  up  "legalized”  gambling 
in  state  lotteries.  This  has  the  purpose  of 
trying  to  win  some  of  the  dollars  that  will 
go  to  them.  But  studies  and  a  statement 
by  the  former  director  of  the  FBI, 
Clarence  Kelley,  have  shown  that  this  is 
not  the  case,  mainly  because  the  mob 
offers  tax  free  money  and  a  higher  return 
on  the  money  bet.  If  anything  the  people 
who  are  oppressed  become  even  more  so. 

What  can  the  Christian  response  to  all 
of  this  be?  Well,  I  believe  there  are  a 
couple  of  ways:  (1)  Encourage  yourself 
and  all  people  to  be  completely  honest  in 
their  dealings  with  others.  This  has  long 
been  a  Christian  virtue  that  needs  to  be 
reemphasized.  Therefore,  such  things  as 
buying  marijuana  or  playing  the  football 
cards  which  seem  so  harmless  actually 
make  the  mob  stronger.  (2)  Begin  to 
educate  others  on  the  danger  of  organ¬ 
ized  crime  in  our  culture  and  encourage 
the  government  to  become  more  open  — 
such  as  publishing  the  list  of  all 
businesses  which  are  controlled  by  or¬ 
ganized  crime. 

The  Syndicate  cannot  exist  without  the 
support  of  you  and  me.  When  that 
support  stops,  then  the  Syndicate  cannot 
function  as  it  has  in  the  past.  We  can’t 
rely  on  the  FBI  or  the  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  to  do  all  the  work  of  solving  crime. 
We  have  to  be  willing  to  take  some  on 
ourselves. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  we  cannot  allow 
ourselves  to  just  think  of  the  mob  as 
persons  who  wear  pin-striped  suits  and 
carry  machine  guns  in  violin  cases. 
These  people  are  not  funny  and,  as  the 
Christian  church,  we  should  be  con¬ 
cerned  enough  to  try  to  stop  them. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  may  express  concerns 
and  opinions  about  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Glenn  A.  Young  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  Fair- 
haven  UMC  in  Gaithersburg,  Maryland 
( Baltimore  Annual  Conference). 

TM/UMR  welcomes 
three  new  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  new  local  church  editions  at 
Grace  UMC  in  Mesa,  Arizona  (Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference); 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisi¬ 
ana  (Louisiana  Annual  Conference);  and 
Epworth  UMC  in  Chickasha,  Oklahoma 
( Oklahoma  Annual  Conference ) . 

Each  week  about  750  subscriber-fami¬ 
lies  at  Grace  UMC,  1,500  subscriber- 
families  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  and  500 
subscriber-families  at  Epworth  UMC 
will  receive  special  editions  of  TM/UMR 
with  their  own  local  church  news  printed 
on  the  front  page,  annual  conference 
news  printed  on  the  back  page,  and  gen¬ 
eral  church  news  and  comment  printed 
on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say:  “Wel¬ 
come.”  We  hope  you  find  your  new 
church  newspaper  informative. 


Children  suffer  the  most. 

All  members  of  a  society  suffer  when  confronted  with  civil 
strife,  but  children  suffer  the  effects  most  severely.  They  are 
the  most  fragile,  defenseless  and  innocent.  In  the  Middle  East, 
where  hundreds  of  families  have  been  uprooted,  many  children 
have  lost  a  parent  and  have  special  needs. 

Your  gift  to  UMCOR’s  Child  Support  Pro¬ 
gram  will  help  meet  the  ^ 

needs  of  children  in 
this  area  of  the  world 
with  food,  clothing, 
medical  assistance  and 
education.  Express  your 
love  and  compas¬ 
sion  for  these  chil¬ 
dren  with  a  gift 
today. 
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Vinie  Arnold,  a  June  graduate  of  Clark  College,  Atlanta,  looks  forward  to  starting 
her  teaching  career  in  Fulton  County,  Ga.,  where  her  grandmother  and  namesake 
conducted  a  one-room  school  25  years  ago. 


Clark  College  Grad  Fulfills  Family  Tradition 


World  Service  is  People 
Serving  People  with  Love 


By  RALPH  BUG 

“I  always  assumed  I  would  go  to 
college.”  says  Vinie  Arnold,  top 
graduating  senior  at  Clark  College  in 
Atlanta  last  spring.  ‘‘My  parents  had  to 
drop  out  of  school,  but  quite  early  Daddy 
played  school  with  us.  Then  it  seemed 
like  fun,  but  now  I  can  appreciate  that  he 
was  preparing  us  for  the  classroom.  ’’ 

Vinie  is  the  youngest  of  six  children 
and  the  fifth  to  attend  Clark  College,  one 
of  the  12  Black  Colleges  supported  by  the 
Black  College  Fund.  In  attending  Clark, 
Vinie  was  fulfilling  a  tradition 
established  by  her  grandmother  and 
namesake.  The  elder  Vinie  was  awarded 
a  teacher’s  certificate  in  1914  and  later 
conducted  a  one-room  school  in  rural 
Fulton  County,  where  the  new  graduate 
plans  to  begin  her  teaching  career. 

“My  grandmother  is  a  spry  83  and 
intensely  interested  in  everything  I  do,” 
Vinie  relates.  “She  has  always  inspired 
me.  She  made  us  believe  that  we  could  do 
anything  we  wanted  to  do  if  we  just 
worked  at  it. 

“We  were  poor,  but  I  never  thought  of 
us  that  way  because  we  had  a  rich  family 
life.  We  lived  adjacent  to  the  farm  that 
my  grandfather  worked  as  a 
sharecropper.  Between  the  produce  that 
he  gave  us  and  our  own  garden 
vegetables,  we  always  managed  to  have 
food  on  the  table.” 

Vinie  says  she  was  “spellbound”  by 
her  grandmother’s  description  of  Clark 
College,  which  seemed  like  a  vast 
campus  on  which  nothing  but  wonderful 
things  happened.  “She  promised  that  if  I 
made  good  grades  I  would  be  able  to  go 
there  on  a  scholarship,  and  I  accepted 
her  challenge.” 

For  Vinie’s  first  two  years  of  college, 
government  grants  met  half  the  cost  of 
tuition,  room  and  board,  with  Clark 
filling  in  the  rest.  In  the  last  two  years  a 
United  Methodist  scholarship  helped 
meet  the  costs.  Vinie  worked  summers 
as  a  cashier  in  a  convenience  store  to 
earn  money  for  books  and  clothes. 

Dr.  Elias  Blake,  Jr.,  Clark  president, 
says  that  without  the  church’s  continued 
support  of  Black  colleges  such  as  Clark 
many  Vinie  Arnolds  would  be  lost  by  the 
wayside.  “We  must  not  price  ourselves 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  young  people  who 
need  our  services.  That  means  we  have 
to  obtain  about  half  of  our  budget  from 
sources  other  than  tuition  and  fees.  The 


Black  College  Fund  is  absolutely  critical 
in  providing  this  other  half.  ” 

Clark  began  in  1869  in  a  single  room  of 
the  Clark  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Its  purpose  was  to  educate 
Negroes  of  all  ages,  including  training 
for  teachers  and  ministers.  The  school 
was  named  for  Bishop  Davis  W.  Clark, 
first  president  of  the  Freedman’s  Aid 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  under  whose  auspices  it 
operated. 

Today  Clark  is  a  fully  accredited  four- 
year  liberal  arts  college  with  a  student 
body  of  1,800.  Its  dozen  buildings  blend 
into  the  campuses  of  Morehouse, 
Spelman  and  Morris  Brown  colleges, 
Atlanta  University  and  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Theological  Center,  which 
together  comprise  the  Atlanta  University 
Center. 

“Clark  has  prepared  me  well,”  says 
Vinie  in  a  quiet  and  unassuming  manner. 
She  made  the  dean’s  list  every  quarter  of 
her  Clark  career.  Now,  at  age  21,  with 
her  B.  A.  degree  in  elementary  education, 
she  is  eager  to  switch  roles  in  the 
educational  process  and  teach  fourth  or 
fifth  grade. 

“I  hope  to  establish  a  relaxed 
atmosphere  in  which  the  students  will 
participate  in  decision  making  and  will 
examine  issues  for  themselves,”  she 
says.  “I’d  like  to  help  them  develop  a 
sense  of  self-worth  and  self-reliance.” 


The  World  Service  Fund 

The  high  priority  given  the  World 
Service  fund  is  indicated  in  the  Book 
of  Discipline  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church: 

“The  World  Service  Fund  is  basic 
in  the  financial  program  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  World  Service 
on  apportionment  represents  the 
minimum  needs  of  the  general 
agencies  of  the  Church.  Payment  in 
full  of  these  apportionments  by  local 
churches  and  Annual  Conferences  is 
the  first  benevolent  responsibility  of 
the  Church.” 

Paragraph  911 

THE  BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE 


Through  God’s  love  we  are  richly 
endowed  with  gifts,  as  cited  in  the 
Scriptures:  some  to  minister,  some  to 
teach,  some  to  heal.  And  to  each  of  us  is 
given  the  greatest  gift  of  all— love. 

When  put  to  use,  these  gifts  represent 
Christ’s  Church  at  work  throughout  the 
world.  If  we  are  to  let  God  work  through 
us  we  must  make  sure  the  gifts  we  have 
are  used. 

We  can't  all  personally  minister,  or 
teach,  or  make  the  sick  well.  But  we  can, 
with  our  gifts,  stand  with  those  who  do. 
Through  the  mission  and  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  we  can  help 
open  books,  alleviate  pain,  restore  hope, 
visit  the  imprisoned,  clothe  the  naked, 
feed  the  hungry  and  proclaim  the  Good 
News. 

Our  individual  gifts,  with  the  gifts  of 
others,  can  leap  walls,  climb  mountains, 
swim  rivers  and  seas  to  carry  the 
message  of  God’s  love. 

It  is  hard  to  put  a  dollar  sign  on  what 
the  response  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  be  to  minister  to  a  world 
of  people  in  need.  After  hearing  appeals 
and  program  outlines,  the  1976  General 
Conference  decided  our  minimum 
response  ought  to  be  $24,900  annually  for 
thequadrennium. 

Many  missional  programs  are  possible 
only  through  cooperative  Christian 
support.  As  United  Methodists  we  are 
part  of  a  church  that  has  a  nationwide 


and  worldwide  ministry  made  possible 
by  World  Service. 

The  World  Service  Fund  provides  the 
basic  support  for  most  of  the  general 
agencies  of  our  church.  The  agencies 
perform  ministries  that  are  of  the  local 
church  but  not  always  in  it— though 
many  are.  These  are  ministries  that  local 
churches  have  covenanted  to  do  together 
because  they  can  be  done  together  more 
effectively  and  efficiently,  yet  less 
expensively.  Here  are  a  few: 

•  Sending  missionaries  to  preach  the 
Gospel,  to  teach,  to  heal,  to  change  the 
world  for  the  better. 

•  Helping  churches  do  better  work  in 
evangelism,  youth  work,  worship 
enrichment,  and  many  other  areas  of 
congregational  life. 

•  Helping  support  ministers  and  other 
church  workers  in  the  inner  city  and 
rural  areas  where  the  Gospel  needs  to 
be  heard  and  persons  led  to  Christian 
discipleship. 

•  Giving  leadership  in  the  struggle 
against  drug  abuse,  racial  injustice 
and  other  situations  that  keep  persons 
from  the  abundant  life  in  Christ. 

Through  our  gifts  to  World  Service, 
each  of  us  can  help  our  church  develop  its 
response  to  God’s  love  and  to  provide 
channels  to  carry  God’s  love  to  the  world. 

Through  World  Service  we  can  all 
reach  out  to  people  —  in  the  church,  in  the 
community,  across  the  nation  and 
around  the  world. 
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Pat  Crotty.  left,  goes  over  musical  score  with  Gina  Braswell,  one  of  several  persons 
Pat  is  helping  to  develop  their  musical  talents  and  their  leadership  skills.  Gina,  still  a 
high  school  student,  is  pianist  and  choir  director  for  a  small  church  in  Greenville.  Fla. 
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Rural  Church  and  Community  Worker 
Puts  All  Her  Many  Talents  to  Use 


By  JEFF  BOWDEN 

She  says  she  is  simply  trying  to  help 
the  parishes  to  find  ministry 
opportunities  and  equip  them  to  do  the 
ministry. 

However.  Pat  Crotty.  Church  and 
Community  Worker  in  Tallahassee.  Fla., 
is  almost  too  much  to  believe. 

In  just  four  years  she  has  traveled 
more  than  100,00  miles  in  the  pursuit  of 
this  “simple”  goal.  Her  area  of  service, 
her  parish,  if  you  will,  140  miles  wide  and 
50  miles  top  to  bottom,  is  located  in  the 
northeastern  corner  of  Florida. 

Her  kaleidoscope  of  ministry  is  as 
exhaustive  as  is  the  schedule  she  keeps. 
When  asked  where  she  draws  the  line, 
she  replied,  “Whatever  the  Lord  puts  in 
front  of  me  as  a  direct  responsibility, 
that  is  what  I  do.  It  seems  to  work  out.” 

Those  “direct  responsibilities” 
presently  involve  not  only  the  work  with 
the  churches  in  her  parish  but  district, 
conference  and  general  church  activities 
as  well. 

“I  feel  that  aU  these  areas  are 
important  because  people  that  I  work 
with  generally  have  not  related  to  church 
structures  very  well.  I  try  to  help  them 
be  aware  of  their  being  part  of  a 
connectional  system;  that  the  resources 
are  there  for  them  to  use,”  she  said. 

“Really,  that  is  why  I  am  training 
myself,  to  be  the  resource  or  to  know,  at 
least,  where  the  resources  are.  That  is 
the  main  thing,  to  find  a  way  for  them 
(the  churches).” 

What  a  kaleidoscope  of  ministry!  For 
one  thing,  Pat  does  a  great  deal  of  work 
in  music.  She  has  a  bachelor’s  degree  in 
music  education  and  a  master’s  degree 
in  sacred  music. 

In  the  music  area  she  works  with 
choirs  and  choir  directors,  gives  voice, 
piano  and  organ  lessons,  repairs  musical 
instruments  and  sings  for  an  ever- 
widening  range  of  events. 

She  is  attempting  to  build  up  the  local 
musical  leadership;  not  giving  lessons 
simply  to  be  giving  lessons.  In  any  of  the 
rural  areas  she  serves  there  are  simply 
not  enough  opportunities  for  developing 
musical  talents  which  can  be  shared  in 
the  church. 

So.  she  takes  the  opportunities  to  them. 
Piano  lessons  in  one  town,  voice  lessons 
in  another,  work  with  a  choir  director  in 
yet  another. 

One  of  the  most  pressing  problems  she 
encounters  in  her  large  rural  area  is  the 
transportation  of  people  to  services  they 
need.  Often  the  services  are  long 
distances  from  their  homes. 

Enter  Big  Bend  Transit,  Inc.  Pat  is 


president  of  this  eight-county  coopera¬ 
tive  transportation  effort.  Research  had 
shown  that  many  agencies  which  were 
providing  transportation  to  clients  were 
criss-crossing  one  another,  traveling  the 
same  routes  each  day. 

Big  Bend  Transit  will  coordinate  those 
efforts  into  a  program  which  will  provide 
transportation  to  the  elderly,  handi¬ 
capped,  health  and  rehabilitative 
services  clients  and  others  on  a  space 
available  basis. 

Ultimately,  there  will  be  a  fleet  of  25 
vehicles,  with  a  dispatcher  in  each 
county.  It  will  involve  senior  citizens’ 
groups,  retarded  citizens’  groups,  adult 
meal  programs,  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Rehabilitative  Services,  the 
Department  of  Transportation,  Urban 
Mass  Transit  Administration  and 
Federal  Highway  Administration. 

The  National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  provided  $10,000  as 
seed  money  for  this  project. 

Pat  sees  the  transit  project  as  helping 
to  provide  services  that  are  needed  and, 
at  the  same  time,  adding  a  new  note  of 
stewardship  of  resources  which  she 
hopes  will  provide  a  model  for  use  in 
other  areas. 

When  she  is  not  working  in  music  or 
wearing  her  transit  hat,  Pat  is  often 
finding  and  providing  resources  for  the 
numerous  small  circuit  churches.  In 
many  of  these  churches  she  discovers  an 
aliveness  and  an  active  spirit  but  sees  the 
people  struggling  with  inadequate 
leadership  and  resources. 

Many  times  the  ingredient  she 
provides  is  simply  a  large  dose  of 
confidence.  “The  people  realize  that  it  is 
their  church  and  they  need  to  do  it.  I 
think  it  is  probably  the  best  thing  that 
could  happen,”  she  said. 

Basically,  Pat  works  on  the  theory  of 
“find  a  need  and  fill  it.”  When  a  parish 
task  force  found  a  need  for  low  cost 
clothing,  they  decided  to  start  a  thrift 
shop  in  an  old  revamped  food  store. 

The  results  have  been  two-fold: 
volunteers  who  participate  are 
experiencing  a  segment  of  the 
community  they  did  not  know  and  which 
some  had  feared;  and  the  thrift  shop  has 
brought  in  more  than  $4,000  in  the  past 
two  years. 

In  another  community,  Pat  used  a 
$5,000  grant  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  construct  a  basic  communi¬ 
ty  building  which  is  now  used  one  day  for 
a  children’s  group,  another  day  for  a 


This  Is  The  Advance 

The  Advance  is  something  special  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

It  is  called  designated  giving.  It  is  also 
called  the  “second  mile.”  It  is  direct  and 
personal.  It  is  also  the  growing  room  for 
benevolences  of  our  church. 

The  Advance  began  30  years  ago  as  a 
way  of  giving  for  special  missions 
projects  and  for  the  salaries  of 
missionaries.  It  still  does  that,  but  much 
more.  It  has  been  broadened  so  that 
there  are  six  different  ways  you  can 
extend  your  ministry  through  the 
Advance. 

There  is  a  big  catalog  of  projects  in  the 
U.S.  and  around  the  world  needing  help 
through  Advance  gifts.  The  list  may 
seem  endless,  but  there  are  six  main 
routes  to  follow  in  Advance  Specials: 
World  Missions,  National  Missions, 
Relief,  Conference  Advance  Specials, 
Missional  Priority  on  World  Hunger, 
Missional  Priority  on  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church. 

How  It  Works 

How  does  your  Advance  gift  get  there? 
It  isn’t  easy.  Every  year  more  than 
120,000  Advance  gifts  are  given  to  more 
than  4,000  programs  and  projects  in  70 
countries  andin  every  state  in  the  nation. 
These  gifts  come  from  as  many  as  20,000 
United  Methodist  congregations  and 
from  thousands  of  individuals. 

But  thanks  to  many  dedicated  people 
the  system  works  and  the  gifts  get  to 
where  they  were  intended. 

Once  given, the  gift  is  sent  by  local 
church  treasurers  to  one  of  the  73  annual 
conference  treasurers.  These  dedicated 
people  faithfully  forward  the  funds  to  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  through 
channels  required  by  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 


parish-wide  church  service,  another  day 
for  a  fellowship  dinner,  and  also  for 
youth  dramas,  craft  classes  and  other 
programs. 

Living  in  Florida  does  pose  one  threat 
to  its  inhabitants  in  the  form  of 
hurricanes  which  can  come  at  any  time. 
Pat  was  in  on  the  ground  floor  of  the 
Drum  Corps  -  Disaster  Relief  of  United 
Methodists. 

The  Drum  Corps  is  the  answer  of  the 


Pat  Crotty  talks  with  elderly  patient 
who  has  ridden  a  Big  Bend  Transit  van 
from  his  home  to  a  doctor’s  office. 
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At  the  Board  the  gifts  are  processed, 
computerized  and  sent  out  the  many 
programs  and  projects  for  use  in 
Christian  mission. 

At  every  step  of  the  way  care  is  taken 
to  make  sure  that  all  funds  are  accounted 
for  and  are  forwarded  so  as  to  assure 
their  arrival  at  the  destination  chosen  by 
the  donor. 

Finally,  an  acknowledgement  is  sent  to 
you.  We  know  you  do  not  need  to  be 
thanked,  but  we  feel  that  you  have  a  right 
to  know  that  your  gift  was  received  and  is 
properly  designated  for  the  program  you 
intended. 

One  last  note:  100  percent  of  your 
Advance  gift  goes  to  the  project  that  you 
designate,  with  no  money  going  to 
administration  or  promotion.  Such  costs 
are  paid  from  funds  you  contribute 
through  World  Service,  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Pledge  to  Mission,  or  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing. 

Your  “second  mile”  Advance  gift  gets 
a  free  ride  because  of  your  loyalty  to 
these  other  funds. 


Florida  Conference  to  the  challenge 
offered  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  for  conferences  to 
prepare  qualified  persons  to  minister  to 
those  affected  by  disaster.  The  effort  is 
also  supported  by  the  National  Division. 

“I  would  hope  that  each  community 
will  have  a  plan  and  know  their 
capabilities  for  responding  to  a 
disaster,”  she  said.  “The  churches  are 
natural  places  for  shelter  in  time  of 
evacuation  and  this  is  a  way  they  can 
grow  and  be  of  service  at  the  same  time. 

Pat  is  also  a  trainer  in  a  program 
called  Christians  Listening  in  Crisis 
(CLIC), which  is  a  part  of  the  disaster 
response  program.  CLIC  seeks  to  train 
people  to  listen  to  other  people  who  are 
going  through  disaster-related  trauma. 

Of  course,  it  was  natural  that  Pat’s 
capability  would  be  discovered  at  the 
national  level.  She  was  attending  the  1975 
meeting  of  the  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodist  Musicians  when  the  Society 
for  Worship  was  formed. 

She  ultimately  was  selected  to  serve  as 
convenor  for  the  steering  committee  of 
the  new  worship  organization.  As  such, 
she  attends  the  twice-yearly  meetings  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  its  section 
on  worship. 

Pat  Crotty  is  a  woman  who  is  vitally 
involved  in  the  life  of  the  church  at  all 
levels:  local,  district,  conference  and 
national.  What  is  her  motivation? 
Certainly  not  money.  She  jokingly  said 
that  her  husband  offered  her  more  than 
her  modest  salary  just  to  stay  home. 

The  budget  for  the  entire  Church  and 
Community  Program  which  Pat 
administers  is  $14,000,  which  includes 
her  salary  and  travel  expenses.  The 
latter  are  provided  by  the  National 
Division,  with  the  remainder  coming 
from  the  district,  the  conference  and 
United  Methodist  Women. 

No,  the  salary  is  not  Pat’s  motivation. 
“If  you’re  not  commited  to  God  and  to 
what  you  are  doing,  it  is  not  going  to  be 
enough,”  she  said.  “But  somehow,  if  you 
are  commited,  you  have  enough  and  it 
works.” 
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Did  You  Say  $83  Million? 


Does  $83,672,000  sound  like  a  lot  of 
money?  It  depends  on  whom  you  ask. Ask 
a  government  planner  with  a  multi¬ 
bill  ion-dollar  budget,  and  it  is  a  small 
item.  Ask  a  church  finance  committee 
struggling  to  pay  the  minister,  the  heat 
and  light  bills,  etc.,  and  stay  afloat  on  a 
$15,000  budget,  and  you  will  get  a 
different  answer. 

In  any  case,  $83,672,000  annually  is 
what  the  1976  General  Conference 
decided  was  needed  as  the  minimum  re¬ 
sponse  United  Methodists  should  be 
making  to  the  needs  of  the  world  this 
quadrennium.  The  fervent  hope  was 
expressed  that  as  a  church  we  would  go 
far  beyond  that  figure. 

A  quick  calculation  shows  that 
$83,672,000  for  our  total  general  financial 
program  comes  to  only  about  2  cents  per 
United  Methodist  per  day.  or  about  15 
cents  a  week  (dividing  the  total  among 
almost  10  million  United  Methodists). 
For  some  members  giving  such  an 
amount  is  sacrificial,  but  for  most  of  us  it 
is  very  small.  An  interesting  and  related 
statistic  is  that  of  every  $1  given  in  the 
church,  only  about  6  cents  goes  to 
general  benevolences  and  administra¬ 
tive  costs. 

The  $83,672  was  arrived  at  only  after  a 
rigorous  budgeting  process.  The 
ministries  supported  through  the 
$83,672,000,  shown  in  the  chart  on  this 
page,  are  our  efforts  to  carry  forward  the 
will  of  God. 

Telling  what  some  of  the  channels 

are  for  sharing  God’s  love  through 
v  giving  to  the  benevolence  programs 
X  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  >• 
S  sharing  stories  of  some  of  the  many 
$  ministries  made  possible  by  such  * 
§  giving  are  what  the  Benevolence  X 

Reporter  is  all  about.  X 

X  Additional  copies  of  this  if. 
y  supplement,  appearing  in  many  * 
X  United  Methodist  publications,  are  X 
•I  available  as  follows:  6  for  $1.50,  5ft  v 
:•  for  $5.00,  100  for  $8.00,  1,000  for  * 
:j  $65.00.  Order  from  United  Methodist  x 
•:  Communications.  1200  Davis  St. 

:•  Evanston,  III.  60201.  Make  checks  X 
£  payable  to  United  Methodist  v 
I;  Communications.  X 


Fully  supporting  our  general  financial 
program  should  help,  not  hinder,  a 
church  in  meeting  its  local  budget.  Time 
and  again  the  record  shows  that 
churches  giving  the  most  to 
benevolences  are  the  most  financially 
healthy. 

Jesus  himself  has  given  us  the 
mandate  for  ministry:  “Go  therefore  and 
make  disciples.  .  .”  (Matt.  28:19);  “But 
if  anyone  has  the  world’s  goods  and  sees 
his  brother  in  need,  yet  closes  his  heart 
against  him,  how  does  God’s  love  abide 
in  him?”  I  John  3: 17). 

Needed: 

A  New  Climate 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  one 
of  the  lowest  per-capita  giving  records 
among  all  American  churches, and  a 
former  staff  member  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Laity  says  only  a  new  climate 
for  stewardship  will  change  that  fact. 

The  Rev.  Hilbert  J.  Berger,  now  of 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  told  the  National 
Association  of  Stewardship  Leaders  that 
“Someday  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  teach  Christian  stewardship.”  He 
said  this  while  expressing  displeasure  at 
finance  campaigns  and  professional 
fund-raising  in  the  church.  These,  he 
maintains,  are  built  on  the  economic 
ability  of  a  person  or  a  family  to  give. 
‘‘Giving  seldom  reflects  what  a  giver  is 
worth,  but  it  often  suggests  the  level  of 
the  giver’s  spiritual  development.”  He 
added  that  persons  in  a  committed 
relationship  to  Christ  should  not  be  asked 
to  think  about  their  “duty”  to  give.  “This 
is  a  love  relationship  we  are  talking 
about  with  Christ  and  when  we  are 
committed  to  a  love  relationship  we  do 
not  speak  about  duty,  fair  share,  or 
percentage. 

Berger  ticked  off  some  of  the 
assumptions  about  stewardship  in  the 
church  today.  Among  these,  he  said 
World  Service  funds  are  “no  longer 
holy,”  pension  funding  is  requiring  new 
sacrifices,  foreign  mission  projects  are 
being  cut  back,  apportionments  are  the 
local  church’s  heaviest  burden  and  local 
funds  are  increasingly  spent  on  local 
church  survival. 
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Mark  Perez  of  Selma,  Calif.,  and  Anita  Diaz  of  Chicago.  III.,  are  two  of  eight  youths 
who  served  during  the  summer  of  1979  as  interns  on  Capitol  Hill.  Sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  a  World  Service  agency,  the  pair  worked  for  10  weeks  in 
offices  of  the  Hispanic  Caucus  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Getting  the  Job  Done 


In  each  church,  the  district 
superintendent,  pastor  and  charge  lay 
leader  are  responsible  for  interpreting 
the  causes  supported  by  the  World 
Service  Fund  and  seeking  acceptance  by 
the  Charge  Conference  of  the 
apportionment  as  a  minimum  goal.  The 
pastor,  Finance  Committee  and 
Administrative  Board  are  charged  with 


seeing  that  World  Service  and  the  total 
financial  program  of  the  church  are 
cared  for.  Many  other  persons  and 
groups  should  be  involved. 

A  theme  that  perhaps  best  catches  up 
the  spirit  and  meaning  in  all  this  is: 
World  Service  is  people  serving 
people.  .  .  in  Christ's  name.  .  .  in  your 
name. 


Paying  Apportionments:  An  Act  of  Love. 

By  THE  REV.  ALF  A.  EASON 

The  word  “Apportionment”  is  an  important  one  in  United  Methodism.  The 
concept  of  apportionments  is  the  basis  for  giving  by  local  churches  to  support 
many  basic  needs  beyond  the  local  church.  An  apportionment  is  an  amount  of 
money  asked  of  a  local  church  by  the  denomination  and  the  annual  conference 
for  the  support  of  specific  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  church.  This  process  of 
apportionment  stands  for  something  very  warm  and  exciting.  It  is  the  heart  of  a 
unique  United  Methodist  style  of  working  together.  Apportionments  represent 
one  of  the  greatest  strengths  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

We  frequently  speak  of  the  mission  of  the  Church  today.  Accepting  and 
paying  apportionments  is  one  way  in  which  we  fulfill  our  mission.  As  we  accept 
and  pay  apportionments,  we  are  indeed  ministering  to  many,  and  as  we  do  so 
we  are  ministering  in  Christ’s  name. 

Many  apportionments  are  global.  They  reach  beyond  the  local  church  and 
community,  stretching  our  imaginations  and  helping  us  to  be  less  boxed  in  by 
the  limits  of  a  smaller  vision.  The  church  that  accepts  and  pays  the 
apportionment  is  not  guilty  of  the  “sin  of  limited  love.”  The  words  of  Jesus  ring 
in  our  ears:  “Go  ye  into  all  the  world.  .  How  great  is  the  church  that  accepts 
the  challenge  of  the  Great  Commission. 

Apportionment  is  important  because  it  is  people.  Think  with  me  of  the 
persons  helped  by  the  apportionments :  A  student  who  finds  that  the  Church  he 
knows  and  loves  is  on  his  campus;  Church  Colleges  like  Hendrix,  Scarritt  and 
Philander  Smith  all  minister  to  persons;  the  hungry  of  the  world  receive  the 
help  of  the  church  through  Missional  Priorities. 

Apportionments  are  close  to  home  as  well  as  reaching  round  the  world.  Little 
churches  with  small  congregations  and  limited  resources  are  helped  to  meet 
their  building  needs  through  Church  Extension. 

Part  of  the  apportionments  come  back  directly.  Most  of  World  Service  and 
Conference  Benevolences  is  for  others,  but  some  of  the  money  comes  back. 
From  the  World  Service  portion,  all  general  church  agencies  use  a  part  of  their 
funds  to  provide  resources  and  services  to  conference  and  local  churches.  From 
Conference  Benevolences,  your  annual  conference  strengthens  your  own 
church  with  staff  services  and  resources  in  Christian  education,  stewardship, 
evangelism  and  many  other  areas. 

Accepting  and  paying  your  apportionment  in  full  is  an  act  of  faith.  In  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  38,682  congregations  pledge  themselves  to  mutual 
support  and  encouragement  in  carrying  on  Christian  work  in  the  world  of  today. 
When  you  do  your  part,  you  are  keeping  faith  with  your  brothers  and  sisters  in 
all  of  these  other  churches. 

Accepting  and  paying  your  apportionment  in  full  is  an  act  of  love.  “Let  us  love 
not  in  word  or  speech,  but  in  deed  and  truth.”  ( I  John  3:18) 

The  author  of  this  article  is  serving  in  his  third  year  as  superintendent  of  the 
Monticello  District  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  and  is  the  current  dean  of  the 
Cabinet.  Prior  to  his  present  appointment  Mr.  Eason  served  as  Director  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  This  article  is  reprinted  from  the  Arkansas 
Methodist. 
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St.  Paul’s  Develops 
Teachers  Who  Care 


Gudelia  Rodriguez  shows  the  same  care  and  concern  for  youngsters  attending  St. 
Paul’s  School.  Ybor  City,  Fla.,  that  she  received  as  a  three-year-old  at  the  school  19 
years  ago.  Gudelia,  now  a  college  senior,  teaches  at  St.  Paul’s  and  plans  to  enter  the 
United  Methodist  ministry. 

Special  Days:  Special  Ways  to  Minister 


In  1960  Gudelia  F.  Rodriguez  was  three 
years  old.  The  daughter  of  Hispanic 
parents  who  spoke  no  English,  she  also 
spoke  no  English.  Her  parents  decided  to 
enroll  her  at  St.  Paul’s  School  in  the 
Hispanic  community  of  Ybor  City  in 
Tampa,  Fla. 

There  is  one  teacher  who  is  still  at  St. 
Paul’s  who  remembers  Gudelia  as  a 
child  who  knew  no  English  but  who  would 
smile  all  day  and  laugh  at  what  the  other 
children  were  doing. 

Today,  Gudelia  Rodriguez  is  a  senior 
at  the  University  of  South  Florida  and  the 
teacher  at  St.  Paul’s  School.  She  plans  to 
enter  the  United  Methodist  ministry.  She 
is  chairperson  of  the  administrative 
council  of  her  home  church,  St.  Paul’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  next  door  to 
the  school.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

“If  it  had  not  been  for  St.  Paul’s  School 
and  what  I  got  here,  I  don’t  know  where  I 
would  be  right  now,"  she  said  recently. 

Just  what  is  this  St.  Paul’s  School  that 
had  such  a  profound  effect  on  the  life  of 
this  young  woman  who  has  become  so 
active  in  the  life  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  so  many  levels? 

In  the  mid-40’s,Otterbein  Church 
became  concerned  about  the  large 
numbers  of  Spanish-speaking  children 
whose  parents  worked  in  the  cigar 
factories. These  children  were  not  being 
served  by  the  public  school  system 
because  of  the  language  barrier,  so  St. 
Paul’s  School  was  started. 

Otterbein  Church  was  a  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  denomination  which 
later  merged  with  the  Evangelical 
Church.  The  resulting  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  denomination  merged 
in  1968  with  the  Methodists  to  form  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  student  body  of  the  school  remained 
largely  Latin  and  Anglo  until  the  mid-60’s 
when  school  integration  began  in  earnest 
in  Tampa  and  the  school  admitted  it’s 
first  black  student. 

According  to  Ms.  Ruth  Walter,  the 
school’s  principal,  the  present 
enrollment  is  almost  90  percent  black. 
There  are,  however,  Hispanics  still 
attending. 

Also  a  unique  feature  of  the  academic 
program  is  that  Spanish  is  taught  from 
age  three  through  the  sixth  grade  which 
is  the  range  of  the  students  attending  the 
school. 

“This  exposure  to  a  second  language  is 
important  in  a  bilingual  community  like 
Tampa,”  said  Ms.  Walter.  “If  we  were 
somewhere  else,  it  might  be  another 
language." 

Perhaps  the  most  unique  feature  of  St. 
Paul’s  School  is  the  playground  service 
which  allows  students  to  attend  from  7 
a  m.  until  7  p.m.  each  day.  Students  may 
come  to  school  with  their  parents  in  the 
morning  and  stay  until  their  parents 
finish  working  for  the  day. 
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Many  parents  mention  this  as  a  strong 
drawing  card  for  their  children’s 
attendance.  Other  features  they  like  are 
the  church  relationship  and  the  emphasis 
dn  Christian  values. 

“We  teach  Bible  in  the  classroom 
sessions  one  half  hour  each  week  and  we 
have  occasional  chapel  services  and 
daily  devotions."  said  Ms.  Walter. 

In  the  area  of  academics  St.  Paul’s 
students  recently  tested  equai.  with  or 
above  the  county  school  system 
students.  In  the  test,  81  percent  of  St. 
Paul’s  students  tested  above  the  national 
average. 

What  is  unusual  about  that  is  that 
many  of  these  students  were  far  below 
average  when  they  began  studies  at  St. 
Paul’s.  Ms.  Walter  suggests  that  these 
improvements  in  skills  result  from  the 
commitment  and  dedication  of  the 
teachers  and  their  attitude  towards  the 
students. 

This  is  borne  out  by  Ms.  Rodriguez  who 
said,  “It  was  really  important  to  me  to 
know  that  the  teachers  cared  about  me. 
Children  here  know  that  they  are  cared 
about  and  that  they  are  not  here  just  to  be 
taught.” 

St.  Paul’s  currently  receives  about  15 
percent  of  its  support  from  the  National 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Ms. Walter  feels  that 
this  show  of  support  from  the 
denomination  is  important  as  is  the 
continuing  relationship  with  the  National 
Division  staff. 

"What  we  are  doing  here  is  minority 
empowerment,  but  it  is  also 
evangelism,”  she  said.  “I  venture  that 
the  leaders  of  the  black  community  of 
tomorrow  are  in  this  student  body 
today.” 

What  St.  Paul’s  School  was  and  is  doing 
for  the  Latin  community,  it  is  now  doing 
in  a  large  way  for  the  black  community. 
The  school  is  still  serving  the  needs  of  a 
community  which  has  undergone  a  racial 
change  in  the  past  10  to  15  years. 

Parents  say  that  by  the  time  children 
finish  the  sixth  grade  they  can  compete 
very  successfully  in  the  public  schools 
due  to  their  academic  backgrounds. 

Students  are  developing  values,  self 
esteem,  and  self  concept  at  the  same 
time  they  are  acquiring  the  basic 
academic  skills. 


Special  offerings  are  for  special 
causes.  General  Conference  has  set  aside 
six  Sundays  in  the  year  to  receive 
offerings  for  such  designated  purposes 
These  special  gifts  support  programs  in 
addition  to  those  sustained  by  World 
Service. 

HUMAN  RELATIONS  DAY 

The  Human  Relations  Day  offering 
observed  on  or  near  the  second  Sunday  of 
February,  helps  to  support  United 
Methodist  Voluntary  Service,  Minority 
Community  Developers  and  In-Service 
Training  for  Ethnic  Minorities.  A  small 
portion  also  helps  to  support  a  program 
aimed  at  improving  Police-Community 
Relations. 

ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF 
SHARING 

The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  is 
observed  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Lent. 
The  OGHS  offering  goes  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  and  is  a  major  source  of 
support  for  that  agency.  UMCOR 
ministers  to  people  in  need  around  the 
world,  providing  food  for  the  hungry. 


And  if  Ruth  Walter  is  correct,  there 
may  be  students  attending  St.  Paul’s 
School  right  now  who,  like  Gudelia 
Rodriguez, will  come  back  in  10  years  to 
be  teachers,  ministers  and  leaders  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

(Story  and  Photo  by  Jeff  Bowden) 


clothing  and  shelter  for  the  homeless, 
relief  for  victims  of  war  or  disaster, 
assistance  through  self-help  programs 
and  refugee  settlement. 

UNITED  METHODIST 
STUDENT  DAY 

The  second  Sunday  of  June  has  been 
designated  United  Methodist  Student 
Day.  The  annual  offering  helps  to 
replenish  the  United  Methodist  Student 
Loan  and  Scholarship  Fund  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion.  The  day  offers  an  opportunity  to 
recognize  United  Methodist  institutions 
of  higher  learning. 

WORLD  COMMUNION 
SUNDAY 

World  Communion  Sunday  is  the  first 
Sunday  in  October.  The  offering  sustains 
three  special  ministries:  50%  to  support 
Crusade  Scholarships,  enabling  young 
adults  from  all  parts  of  the  world  to 
obtain  postgraduate  and  professional 
training:  25%  to  help  young  Christians 
from  minority  groups  to  obtain  a  college 
education  through  Minority  Scholar¬ 
ships  and  25%  to  provide  support  to  the 
Division  of  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries. 

The  proceeds  of  two  offerings  — 
Golden  Cross  Sunday  and  Christian 
Education  Sunday  —  are  received  by  the 
Annual  Conferences,  which  also 
designate  their  uses. 


The  playground  at  St.  Paul’s  School  is  open  and  supervised  in  the  morning  and  picked  up  at  the  end  of  the  work  day. 
from  7  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  Many  students  are  dropped  off  by  parents 
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BPRINGFIEI.D.  Ore.  —  Millwright  I  Win  Johnson.  left.  peruse*  building  plan* 
with  architect  \rtemk>  Par.  who  did  the  design  a*  well  inolunim  w«rh  hrrr  for  a 
new  uachlin  and  solar  beating  ijilrm  for  st.  Paul  (  enter,  a  United  Methodist 
Oiurrh  Mr  Johnson  is  a  member  of  the  congregation  whose  members  contributed 
Swmnm  worth  of  time  in  labor  on  the  new  structure.  »  hi  MWTii 

UM  church  installs 
solar  heating  system 


SPRING  FIELD.  Ore  A  church 
heating  hill  of  $8  60  for  a  cool  April 
compared  lo  a  bill  of  ll.uun  lor  a 
nearby  church  of  similar  si /e  waa 
tliankfully  receixed  this  year  by 
members  of  SI  Paul  Center,  United 
Metlwdiat  Church  who  ilraw*d  and 
graded  32  Iona  of  rock  for  (hr  church  a 
solar  heating  system 

Members  gave  an  estimated  fnu  uu*i 
worth  of  their  time  tn  labor  on  their 
new  sanctuary  which  was  conae 
crated  last  spring,  according  to  a 
recent  article  by  Winston  lay  lor  of 
United  Methodist  Cotninumc  at  ion*  It 
u>  reportedly  the  first  project  of  its  kind 
in  the  denomination  and  the  first  large 
non  residential  solar  heatrsl  huikling 
in  the  Pacific  Northwest  It  is  also 
the  first  church  to  receive  an  en»*rgy 
grant  from  the  I'M  Hoard  of  (IWwl 
Ministries  National  I h visum 

A  42  year  oid  millwright  Hon  John 
aon  who  covenanted  lo  work  four 
hours  a  day  on  the  year  kmg  projec  t, 
and  often  exceeded  that  amount 
was  applauded  by  tua  fellow  members 
at  the  consecration  and  termed  an 
“inspiration  by  the  pastor  the  Rev 
Dwvid  AJ bright  Tlie  congregation  of 
approximately  I JU  yielded  n  variety  of 
othars  to  work  on  the  project  ranging 
from  Harry  Dunbar.  4J.  who  per 
formed  such  tasks  as  painting  •»** 
nailing,  to  IJoyd  and  Kelia  Simmons, 
school  teachers  who  volunteered  their 
evenings  and  Saturdays  Members 
spent  some  900  hour*  simply 
screening  and  washing  the  .12  tons  of 
river  rock  used  for  solar  heal  storage 

Mr  Albright  attributed  part  of  the 


project  's  success  to  the  experience  of 
many  members  who,  like  Mr 
Johnson.  work  in  (he  lumber  mills 
that  dominate  this  growing  com 
munity  in  mid  western  Oregon  Their 
experience  and  willingness  lo  work 
with  their  hands  were  well  suited  lo 
Ihe  low  technology  intensive  labor 
design  chosen  by  Ihe  congregation,  he 
indicated 

The  project  was  designed  by  Spring 
field  architect  Arlemm  Par.  who  a  bo 
joined  Ihe  congregation  in  washing 
and  grading  the  rocks 

The  building  *  .019  square  feet  of  air 
col  lectors  send  Ihe  heated  air  into  the 
roc  k  bin  fur  '•forage  and  fans  blow  the 
air  into  the  building  as  needed  This 
summer's  warm  air  was  used  lo  dry 
(lie  rocks  thoroughly .  then  begin  stor 
mg  heat  for  the  winter  During  other 
summer*  the  air  will  lie  used  for  air 
condilMMiing  purpoies  The  solar  heat 
system  was  designed  to  provide  at 
lead  90  percent  of  the  church  s 
heating  needs  hacked  up  by  two 
electric  furnace*  Projections  are 
that  it  will  meet  46  percent  of  year 
round  needs 

In  addition  to  church  members' 
labor  the  congregation  raised  MO  ism 
for  the  S247.IMW  project  The  National 
Division's  energy  grant  met  |7. NU  of 
thr  cost,  w  ith  remaining  fund*  coming 
Irani  a  $40  ixxi  mortgage  and  several 
luundatmns  and  businesses  who  gave 
grants 

Church  members  plan  lo  monitor 
costs,  maintenance  and  efficiency, 
willi  the  aid  of  state  officials,  to  show 
other*  what  they  have  done  to  warm 
the  church  and  cool  the  budget 


Coalition  challenges  ‘Good 
News’  position  on  church 


NASHVIUJC  fUMCl  Twenty 
rnembrfx  of  the  social  activist  oriented 
United  Methodist  "Coalition  for  the 
Whole  tioapef.  meeting  here  Sept  20  20. 
unanimously  agreed  to  challenge  the 
t»uad  News  '  movement,  an  rvangrli 
ral  caucus  within  United  Methndwm.  to 
open  dislogue  on  the  nature  of  the 
church 

Thr  action  was  prompted  by  views  on 
women  expressed  by  John  N  tfewalt.  a 
professor  at  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary,  at  the  annual  ‘Good  News" 
convocation  in  Ashland  Ohio,  last 
summer 

Coalition  members  char actert red  as 
shocking  m  the  extreme  Mr  tlswalt's 
contention  that  women  *  role  is  the 
rivUiratlon  of  the  male  "  He  contended  M 
Mi  nut  the  female  »  place  to  threaten  the 
leadership  of  the  male  hut  to  receive  his 
drvution 

“It  is  a  slap  in  the  face  to  the  women 
who  have  given  years  of  service  lo  the 


Making  Tracks 


The**  meditation*  on  thr  move 
take  thr  reader  along  quiet  country 
backroad*  and  mean  city  vtrrets  a* 
the  event*  of  the  prevent  and  post 
mg  in  Dennn  Bemcm  *  mmd  lit* 
vfyie  i»  unmistakabir  a*  he  diare* 
the  revelation*  that  run  through  ht* 
mmd  on  hi*  daily  jog*  Running 
tomehesr  make*  the  process  of 
deep  reflection  easier  for  me  I  hope 


Meditations  Along  the 
Jogging  Trail 


t>>et  my  journey  will  aid  you  tn  your 
own  I  invite  you  to  pick  up  mv 
pace  and  let  the  flow  of  mind  Amt* 
•park  your  own  quest  $3  95.  paper 


Shift  in  UM  stance  on  ‘gays’  asked 

Social  action  hoard  recommends  UMCmake  several  changes 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON.  D  C  -  A  major  shift 
in  the  United  Methodist  stance  on  homo¬ 
sexuality  was  approved  here  last  week 
by  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  for  recommendation  to  the 
denomination's  Tenoral  Conference  in 
1980 

The  new  statement  proposed  here 
would  change  the  church's  position  from 
"not  condoning"  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  to  the  position  that  “we  are 
seeking  the  truth"  in  the  light  of 
Christian  heritage 

Recommended  for  deletion  are  the 
"Social  Principles"  statement  that  "We 
do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  consider  this  practice 


incompatible  with  Christian  teaching." 
and  the  statement  that  "We  do  not  recog 
nize  a  relationship  between  two  persons 
of  the  same  sex  as  constituting 
marriage." 

Also  recommended  for  deletion  is  Par 
906  13  in  the  "Book  of  Discipline”  which 
prohibits  any  board,  agency,  committee, 
commission,  or  council  from  giving 
funds  to  any  "gay"  caucus  or  group,  or 
otherwise  use  such  funds  to  promote  the 
acceptance  of  homosexuality 

A  new  resolution  on  the  "civil  and 
human  rights  for  homosexual  persons" 
calls  for  UM  agencies  and  institutions  at 
all  levels  to  insure  employees  rights, 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation 

Lengthy  debate  on  the  proposed 
changes  came  during  the  course  of  the 
board's  annual  meeting  Oct  3-6  during 


Board's  restructure 
blueprint  approved 


United  Methodist  Church'  the 
.'oalltion  *  statement  said  The 
coalition's  concern,  however  was  not 
just  the  "sexist  and  patriarchal"  nature 
of  Mr  Oswalt  %  view,  hut  thr  dortrine  «•( 
Ihe  church  which  II  imp  be* 

The  coalition  said  It  sees  this  as 
parallel  to  one  of  the  mam  problem*  of 
"Guild  News”  Itself  "Seldom  if  ever  ha* 
the  '(Hiuri  News'  movement  manifested 
Its  hidden  assumptions  about  thr 
church."  the  statement  continued 
"Thrreture  we  call  for  a  face  to  face  dls 
ruaaton.  a*  rapidly  as  it  can  be  arranged 
with  the  Good  News  movement  about 
thr  under* landing  of  the  church  that  thr 
Oswalt  statement  represent*  " 

Thr  ran  III  am  s  theological  statement 
on  the  church  was  scheduled  for  release 
al  the  meeting  here,  hut  was  presented 
only  In  an  outline  form  A  first  draft  had 
been  written  by  the  Rev  Gregory  Dell 
pastor  of  Wheadon  t'MC  in  Evanston. 
Ill  .  and  a  member  of  the  coalition's 
steering  committee 


TM/l'MR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.  —  An  overhaul  of 
the  social  action  arm  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  make  it  "more 
flexible  and  more  responsive"  to  local 
churches  and  to  emerging  social  issues 
won  approval  here  Iasi  week 

The  plan  to  streamline  tfie  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  will  also 
make  better  use  of  limited  church  dollars 
ami  put  board  members  in  the  driver’s 
seat  in  policy  and  goal  setting,  according 
lo  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks.  Arkansas 
Area  He  is  chairperson  of  the  rest  rue 
ture  task  force 

The  plan.  whK-h  will  he  recommended 
to  the  General  Conference  next  April, 
will  probably  result  in  one  or  two  staff 
person  cuts,  said  General  .Secretary 
George  Outen  However,  the  cuts  would 
have  to  be  made  whether  or  not  the 
restructure  is  approved,  he  said,  because 
of  the  propiiird  World  Service  Fund  allo¬ 
cations  for  1941  JM  which  will  cause  the 
huard  to  tighten  its  budget 

The  proposal  comes  exactly  20  years 
after  the  last  overhaul  of  social  action 
agencies  when  the  former  Board  of 
Temperance  Board  of  Social  and 
Kcimomic  Relations  and  the  Hoard  of 
World  Peace  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church  were  put  together  under  one  roof 
in  I960 

The  three  former  hoards  were  earned 
forth  a*  separate  divisions  for  20  years 
•  and  into  the  I96H  merger  with  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church) 
with  rigidities  between  them  that  have 
made  the  agency  unmanageable, 
accirding  to  the  general  secrotary  And 
the  divisions  have  l>een  "hip  heavy 
administratively."  according  to  evalu 


at  ions  by  both  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  GCOM  and  hoard  members 
Further,  said  the  GCOM  evaluation, 
Ihe  agency  has  nol  been  doing  ils  job  of 
educating  and  resourcing  United 
Methodist  memliers 
In  the  redesigned  agency,  constituency 
service  (assisting  kical  churches  and 
their  members)  is  to  get  equal  billing 
with  the  board's  research  and  advocacy 
roles  Every  department  will  have 
specific  responsibilities  for  constituency 
service  and  for  emerging  social  issues 
The  hoard's  commitment  to  affirm 
ative  action  goals  33  percent  ethnic 
persons  and  50  percent  women  on  staff  by 
1984  ran  head-on  into  concern  for 
present  staff  neanng  retirement  after 
long  years  of  service  and  the  possibility 
of  being  forced  out  of  a  job  by  rostruc 
ture  Dr  Herman  Will,  for  example,  of 
the  World  Peace  Division  has  been 
w  orking  for  33  years  in  that  area 
With  the  obvious  threat  that  the  plan 
would  fail  to  win  approval  unless  this 
were  resolved,  a  compromise  was 
worked  out  Present  staff  will  be  given 
“first  consideration  for  all  new  staff 
openings  After  that  affirmative 

Mellon  goals  and  guidelines  will  be 
applied  to  fulfilling  remaining  vacancies 
and  future  openings 

Board  president.  Bishop  Joseph 
Yeakel  of  the  Syracuse  Area,  said  that 
w  ith  approv  al  of  a  restructure,  the  hoard 
has  gotten  its  two  biggest  problems 
under  control  The  other  was  a  runaway 
fiscal  problem  which  occupied  most  of 
(he  board's  time  at  its  last  annual 
meeting  The  hoard  will  end  1979  in  the 
black,  he  said 


which  some  40  new  and  revised  resolu¬ 
tions  on  current  social  issues  were 
prepared  for  presentation  to  the  church’s 
top  legislative  body  next  April  While 
resolutions  require  General  Conference 
action,  they  do  not  appear  in  the  "Dis¬ 
cipline."  as  do  the  "Social  Principles  " 
With  the  exception  of  a  statement  on 
the  handicapped,  all  the  proposed 
changes  in  the  "Social  Principles" 
debated  here  came  in  Section  11  The 
Nurturing  Community 
Recommended  to  replace  the  present 
UMC  stance  that  "we  do  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  "  are  two 
new  sentences  which  were  first  approved 
by  the  California-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  They  say: 

"While  over  the  centuries  Christian 
tradition  and  teaching  have  condemned 
homosexual  practice,  today  some 
biblical  scholars,  theologians  and 
ethicists  are  critically  re-examining  and 
questioning  this  teaching  In  faithfulness 
to  Jesus  Christ  we  are  seeking  the  truth 
as  we  take  seriously  both  the  witness  of 
our  heritage  and  the  Spirit  who  is  leading 
us  " 

Several  motions  to  retain  the  present 
language  were  defeated,  and  a  motion  to 
delete  the  new  Cal  Nevada  wording  lost 
by  a  narrow  28-27  margin 
Scott  Williams,  an  attorney  of  Muncy, 
Pa  .  said  he  would  rather  wait  and 
change  the  "Social  Principles"  if  and 
when  any  new  truths  were  discovered 

Seek  ‘truth* 

John  Hannay  of  Washington.  D  C  said 
"traditional  Christian  teaching  is  being 
called  into  question  and  we  don’t  want  to 
lock  ourselves  in  'just  in  case’  we 
discover  a  new  truth  " 

Moving  for  retention  of  the  words  that 
the  UMC  "does  not  recognize"  a  relation¬ 
ship  between  two  persons  of  tiie  same  sex 
as  marriage.  John  Stumbo  of  Topeka. 
Kan  .  also  an  attorney,  asked  if  pastors 
would  have  clear  enough  guidance  on 
what  to  do  when  asked  to  perform  homo 
sexual  marriages  without  the  statement 
Another  Kansan,  the  Rev  James  Iwig, 
said  the  statement  affirming  "the 
sanctity  of  the  marriage  covenant 
between  a  man  and  a  woman"  was 
sufficient  without  retaining  the 
"negative  statement  "  The  motion  to 
retain  the  statement  failed  33  22 
The  Rev  David  Harada  of  Honolulu, 
said  the  church's  problem  is  a  lack  of 
precise  terminology  "I  would  like  to 
reserve  the  word  marriage'  to  mean  the 
relationship  between  a  man  and  a 
woman,  but  there  could  be  other  rituals 
or  blessings  for  affirming  other  kinds  of 
monogamous  relationships."  lx*  said 
If  the  General  Conference  approves, 
the  "Social  Principles"  section  on  The 


His  hop  Mathews  joins  Pope  in  prayer 


H>  Hit  'll  \HI>  HAII.EY 
Npe*  let  lo  TM/l’MIt 
WASHINGTON.  DC  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  K  Mathew* 
was  one  of  eight  Orthodox  and  Protestant 
leaders  who  prayed  with  Pope  John  Paul 
II  in  Notre  Dame  t'hapel  of  Trinity 
College  hero  last  Sunday 
Church  historian*  are  saying  the 
ecumenical  service  is  the  most 
significant  event  of  thr  pope's  seven -day 

\|S||  III  I  hr  I  s  n»  .Hill  simple 

service  symbolized  the  healing  of  wounds 
in  Christendom  inflicted  a*  long  ago  as 
the  6th  century 

The  64RJ  guests  in  the  small  chapel 
represented  about  150  million  church 
going  American*  and  more  than  one 


billion  people  around  the  world  whose 
churches  separated  from  Rome 
centuries  ago  or  never  were  joined  to 
Catholicism 

"I  have  endeavored  to  devote  myself  to 
the  service  of  Christian  unity."  Pope 
John  Paul  II  said  Referring  to  his  first 
encyclical,  the  holy  father  said  "It  is 
certain  that  in  the  present  historical 
situatKin  of  Omstianity  and  of  the  world 
the  only  possibility  we  see  in  fulfilling  the 
church's  universal  mission,  with  regard 
to  ecumenical  questions,  is  that  of 
seeking  sincerely,  preseveringly . 
humbly,  and  also  courageously  the  ways 
of  draw  tng  closer  and  of  church  union 

The  pope  praised  the  positive  response 
to  ecumenism  in  the  U  S  and  the  joint 


Pope  given  Wesleyan  book 


H%  It li  II  \HD  H  MI.EY 

WASHINGTON.  DC  A  few 

moment*  after  Mtepping  from  his  car  in 
front  of  Notre  Dame  Chapel  at  Trinity 
College  hero  Pope  John  Paul  II  was 
presented -with  a  leather  bound  copy  of 
John  Wesley'*  " letter  lo  a  Homan 
Catholic  " 

Presenting  the  honk  on  behalf  of  all 
United  Methodist*  wa*  Washington  Area 
Rishop  James  K  Mathew*,  secretary  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  who  joined  hand* 
with  Pope  John  Paul  II  and  personally 
greeted  him 

Korean  churche* 
reject  ‘Moonies’ 

SEOUL.  South  Korro  (EP> 
Represents  lives  of  19  major  Christian 
denominations  in  South  Korea  have 
signed  a  statement  declaring  that  "the 
Unification  Church  is  not  a  sect  of  the 
Christian  Church  " 

The  document  cites  16  reasons  for 
asserting  that  the  church  founded  by  the 
Rev  Sun  Myung  Moon  it  unchristian 
Among  these  are  U( '  does  not  accept  the 
Bible  a*  Ihe  Word  of  the  living  God.  nor 
a*  the  unerring  standard  of  (hristian 
faith  and  life  UC  does  not  teach 
salvation  through  the  cross  of  Jesus 
Christ  rather  it  teaches  the  restoration 
of  Adam's  lineage  through  Sun  Myung 
Moon  UC  doe*  not  believe  in  Jesus 
resurrection 

UC  does  not  believe  that  the  same 
Jesus  who  was  crucified  on  the  cross  and 
rose  again  from  die  dead  shall  return  as 
the  Jesus  of  the  second  coming  rather.it 
teaches  Sun  Myung  Mo<*i  as  the  Jesus  of 
the  second  coming 

l  IK  i/T  ivt  owiCToa 


Inscribed  on  the  rod  leather  volume, 
bound  just  last  week  in  Nashville,  were 
the  words  Presented  by  die  United 
Methodist  Church  to  Pope  John  Paul  II 
on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  Washington. 
I)  C  .October  1979 

It  was  in  Dublin,  Ireland  on  July  18. 
1749  that  John  Wesley  wrote  his  letter  to 
a  Roman  Catholic  which  appealed  to  the 
Christian  spirit  of  all  people  In  it  Wesley 
emphasizes  that  Christian  love  is  more 
important  than  denominational  harriers 
and  challenges  Protestants  and  Roman 
Catholics  to  work  cooperatively  for  the 
good  of  society 

In  a  personal  letter  to  the  pope  placed 
in  Ihe  book  jacket,  Bishop  Mathews 
commended  the  leader  of  the  world's  730 
million  Catholics  for  uplifting  the  spirit 
of  all  people  in  America  during  his  seven 
day  visit 


witness  in  the  defense  of  human  rights, 
social  justice,  peace  and  public  morality 
He  cited  the  dialogue  with  the  Anglican, 
iAitheran.  and  the  Reformer!  churches  as 
well  as  the  Methodists  and  the  Disciples 
of  Christ  "Soon  a  theological  dialogue 
will  begin  on  a  world  wide  basis  in  an 
attempt  to  resolve  those  difficulties 
which  hinder  full  unity."  Pope  John  Paul 
II  said 

"Let  us  together  perseveringly  ask  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  remove  all  division  from 
our  faith,  to  give  us  that  perfect  unity  in 
truth  and  love  for  which  Christ  prayed, 
for  which  Christ  died."  the  pope  said 

Representing  the  eight  churches  in 
addition  to  the  Roman  Catholic  all 
members  of  the  American  dialogues 
organized  by  the  National  Council  of 
Catholic  Bishops  and  participating  in 
the  ecumenical  service  along  with 
Bishop  Mathews  were  His  Eminence 
Archbishop  lakovus.  Eastern  Orthodox 
Bishop  Tapken  Varjabedian.  Oriental 
Orthodox,  the  Right  Reverend  John  H 
Burt.  Anglican.  Dr  Paul  A  Wee. 
Lutheran  Dr  James  I  McCord 
Presbyterian  and  Reformed  ,  Dr  Paul  S 
Stauffer.  Disciples  of  Christ .  and  Dr 
PtrlN  vs  Ituiith  MbM  H.i|tiisl 
Convention 

The  eight  clergy  leaders  sat  with  Pope 
John  Paul  II  in  front  of  the  altar  of  Notre 
Dame  Chapel  Sixteen  additional  persons 
representing  other  churches  circled  the 
chancel  area 

Among  other  UMs  invited  to  the 
ecumenical  service  were  Bishop  William 
Canon.  Atlanta  Area  and  Dr  J  Robert 
Nelson,  Boston 

Mr  Bailey  it  editor  of  the  Prnintula 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR 


Nurturing  Community  will  include  two 
new  sub-sections  on  Divorce  and  Single 
Persoas  largely  carved  out  of  the  present 
section  on  Marriage  The  new  section  on 
Divorce  includes  a  special  expression  of 
concern  for  the  church's  care  for  the 
children  of  divorced  and/or  remarried 
persons 

While  debate  on  changes  in  the  "Social 
Principles"  occupied  an  evening  plenary 
session  by  itself,  the  board  at  the  annual 
meeting,  also  approved  a  restructure  of 
the  board  which  is  designed  to  stream¬ 
line  the  agency  and  make  it  more  respon 
sive  to  local  churches  (See  related  story 
on  this  page  ) 

The  social  issues/advocacy  arm  of  the 
church  also  issued  a  plea  for  the  General 
Conference  to  continue  "a  more  diverse 
hunger  emphasis  into  1981-84"  than  is 
presently  being  proposed  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  Dr 
Benton  Storey  of  Bryan,  Texas,  said  that 
proposal  would  narrow  the  focus  too 
much  on  relief  and  be  a  cop-out  on 
attacking  the  "root  causes"  of  hunger 

The  board  then  proposed  that  $1 
million  be  apportioned  as  a  benevolence 
for  world  hunger  and  $4  million  he  raised 
through  Advance  Specials 

Establishing  a  special  funded 
emphasis  on  world  peace  and  self¬ 
development  of  peoples  is  also  being 
proposed  by  the  board  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  with  a  $300,000  annual  price  tag 
for  1981-84  However,  the  agency  decided 
if  the  General  Conference  doesn't  want  to 
arrange  for  any  funding,  it  will  have  to 
drop  the  idea  The  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  said  it  cannot  undertake  the 
peace  effort  by  itself  without 
discontinuing  its  other  work 

Bicyclist  has 
miles  behind, 
miles  to  go 

By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  W  riter 

BOISE.  Idaho  Kentuckian  Grant 
Hays  has  covered  between  3.000  and  4,000 
miles  on  his  bicycle  trip  across  country 
since  June  10  to  raise  money  for  his  home 
church,  w  hich  burned  last  December  So 
far.  approximately  $5,000  has  been  sent 
to  Centenary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shelbyville,  Ky  as  a  result  of  Mr  Hays' 
contacts  as  he  seeks  to  test  the  UM  con 
nectinnal  system  by  asking  other 
churches  to  support  the  rebuilding  effort 

The  30- year -old  history  teacher  (whom 
TM/UMR  has  followed  on  his  journey 
across  the  country,  see  TM/UMR  Aug 
10,  31 )  said  he  does  not  know  whether  to 
Ik*  encouraged  or  discouraged  by  the 
amount  of  money  he  has  raised,  for  he 
d«H*s  not  know  how  many  people  might  be 
waiting  until  he  finishes  his  6,000  mile 
trip  w  ithin  the  next  few  weeks  to  send  in 
donations 

llis  travels  have  included  passing 
through  Colorado,  pedaling  along  the 
Trail  Ridge  Road  at  an  elevation  of 
more  than  12.200  feet  through  the 
Rocky  Mountain  National  Dark  His 
longest  day  was  approximately  115  miles 
from  Saratoga.  Wyo.  (where  he  found  no 
UM  church,  but  did  locate  an  Episcopal 
priest  who  let  him  sleep  in  the  church)  to 
Jeffrey  City.  Wyo 

With  only  11  flat  tires,  nine  broken 
wheel  spokes  and  "chicken  feet" 
developing  around  his  eyes  from 
squinting,  Mr  Hays  remains  enthusi 
astic  about  his  trip  and  the  people  he  has 
encountered  I  couldn't  have  done  this 
without  them,"  he  said  as  TM/UMR 
caught  up  with  him  by  telephone  in  Boise 
last  week  A  California  college  student, 
Jeff  Gordon  Moseley,  has  pledged  to 
raise  money  to  get  Mr  Hays  back  to 
Shelbyville  when  he  completes  his  trip 

He  commented  that  he  is  gaining  new 
perspective  on  his  trip  Instead  of  saying. 

Look  at  the  flower  growing  in  a  field, 
he  now  observes.  "I>ook  at  that  field 
flowering  He  noted  the  difference  is  in 
his  realization  that  no  single  flower  or 
other  element  of  the  field  could  exist 
without  the  others  He  applies  the  same 
principle  to  the  connectional  system  of 
the  denomination. 

"That  inseparable  relationship  we 
have  with  everything  else  is  something 
I've  become  acutely  aware  of  We’re  all 
in  this  boat  together  and  people  tend  to 
shy  away  from  that  until  they  are  forced 
into  the  awareness  by  a  world  war  or 
some  other  disaster,  Mr  Hays  said 
"I'm  hoping  this  little  disaster  that  hap 
pened  to  Shelbyville  UMC  will  help  peo 
pie  come  to  that  awareness  " 
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People  in  the  news  . . . 

lie  ‘fit  the  battle* 

Hero's  the  man  who  ‘"fit  Ihe  battle'  for  humanity,  for 
love,  for  change."  say*  the  Kev  Cecil  William*  as  he 
presents  a  plaque  lo  retired  Bishop  Donald  II  Tippett  at  a 
ceremony  in  San  Francisco’*  (Jlide  Memorial  United  Meth 
odist  Church  The  83-year-old  bishop  is  credited  with 
helping  change  the  course  of  Glide  some  15  years  ago 
Bishop  Tippett  recalls  that  he  "took  quite  a  beating"  in  the 
mid^iOs  when  Glide  Church  embraced  social  activism  and 
redefined  its  style  of  worship  services,  but  he  adds  that 
many  who  opposed  his  decisions  have  gradually  changed 
their  opinion 

Not  exactly  a  glamorous  job 

Arranging  for  t)»e  visit  of  Pope  John  Paul  II  to  the  United 
States  sounds  as  if  it  would  be  a  glamorous  job  And  it  is  if 
you  consider  it  glamorous  to  make  sure  that  2.000  portable 
toilets  were  available,  at  a  cost  of  $120,000.  in  an  open  field 
outside  Des  Moines,  la  .  says  the  Rev  Robert  Lynch  with  a 
laugh  He  »  the  priest  who  was  given  the  assignment  of 
working  out  all  the  details  “The  logistics  involved  are 
incredible'  I've  learned  how  the  Secret  Service  works  and 
how  airlines  figure  the  seat  hour  cost  of  operations."  he 
says. 
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Survey  backs  nuclear  power 

Majority  of  UM  respondents  say 4 build  more  power  plants ? 


OCTOBER  12, 1979 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

Nuclear  energy  power  plants  were 
given  the  “green  light”  by  nearly  two  out 
of  three  persons  answering  a  recent 
TM/UMR  “Question  Box”  survey.  (See 
complete  results  elsewhere  on  this 
page.) 

Out  of  1.590  persons  who  registered 
their  opinions,  33.2  percent  said  more 
nuclear  power  plants  should  be  built  and 
that  nuclear  energy  is  America’s  best 
energy  alternative.  Endorsing  nuclear 
energy  "as  needed”  within  “current 
safeguards"  were  29.4  percent  of  the  re¬ 
spondents.  Only  13.3  percent  advocated 
closing  down  all  current  nuclear  power 
facilities  and  banning  all  future  construc¬ 
tion,  while  23.1  percent  called  for  opera¬ 
tion  of  current  plants  to  continue  but  for  a 
moratorium  to  be  placed  on  future  con¬ 
struction  until  problems  related  to  the  in¬ 
dustry  can  be  solved. 

Responses  came  from  throughout  the 
United  States  with  the  greatest  number 
coming  from  Texas,  Pennsylvania  and 
California.  Of  these  three  states,  only 
Pennsylvania  —  where  the  highly  pub¬ 
licized  Three  Mile  Island  nuclear 
mishap  took  place  last  spring  —  showed 


a  majority  in  favor  of  banning  or  placing 
a  moratorium  on  nuclear  plants.  In 
Pennsylvania,  13.4  percent  called  for  the 
closing  of  nuclear  plants,  43.8  percent 
backed  a  moratorium  on  future  con¬ 
struction,  24  percent  said  nuclear  plants 
should  be  built  “as  needed"  and  with 
“current  safeguards,"  and  14.3  percent 
advocated  all-out  use  of  such  power  as 
the  “best  alternative”  available. 

Texas  showed  the  greatest  support 
among  the  “big  three”  for  nuclear  power 
with  44.7  percent  backing  its  use  as  the 
“best  alternative”  and  another  31.1 
percent  supporting  construction  “as 
needed”  and  with  "current  safeguards.” 
Only  9.5  percent  in  Texas  called  for  a 
total  ban  and  14.8  percent  sought  the 
moratorium. 

Californians  supported  nuclear  energy 
as  the  “best  alternative”  by  a  33.4 
percent  margin.  Another  30  percent 
supported  it  “as  needed."  About  21.5 
percent  in  California  called  for  a 
moratorium  and  15.3  percent  sought  a 
ban. 

By  narrow  margins,  a  nuclear  ban  or 
moratorium  was  backed  by  persons 
resoonding  from  New  York  and  the  New 
England  states.  Sizable  “pro-nuclear” 


Black  clergymen  meet  with  Palestinian  leader 

BEIRUT.  Lebanon  -  A  United  Methodist  minister  who  is  president  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference,  the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery  (second  from  left),  is 
shown  with  some  of  the  other  black  leaders  meeting  with  Yasir  Arafat,  head  of  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization,  during  a  recent  fact-finding  tour  of  the  Middle 
East  by  the  U.  S.  clergymen. 

"If  our  actions  or  motives  are  questioned,"  the  Rev.  Harry  Gibson,  ombudsman  for 
the  UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries  who  also  made  the  trip,  told  TM/UMR,  "Let  it  be 
said  that  a  group  of  concerned  persons,  out  of  their  understanding  of  the  Gospel  story, 
committed  to  seeking  the  ways  of  peace  with  justice,  went  into  the  very  center  of 
violence  in  the  world  to  suggest  another  way.  If  there  are  consequences  we  must  face, 
so  be  it." 
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Three-part  program 

‘Middle  class’  focus  of  ministry 


responses  came  from  Tennessee,  New 
Mexico  and  Oklahoma.  All  other  states 
were  “pro-nuclear”  by  small  margins  — 
although  in  several  of  the  states  the 
sampling  was  very  small. 

Position  of  church? 

On  the  question  of  what  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  position  on  nuclear 
energy  should  be,  33.6  percent  said  the 
church  should  discuss  the  issue  but  not 
take  sides.  Another  23.3  percent 
advocated  discussing  the  issue  and 
taking  a  strong  position  against  nuclear 
energy  use  until  it  can  be  made  safer. 
About  21.4  percent  said  the  church  should 
discuss  the  issue  and  take  a  strong 
position  supporting  nuclear  energy  and 
19.7  percent  said  it  is  not  appropriate  for 
the  church  to  deal  with  such  issues  at  all. 
Two  percent  were  undecided. 

The  majority  of  the  respondents  in 
Texas  and  Florida  said  the  issue  is 
inappropriate  for  discussion  in  the 
church.  The  majority  in  New  Mexico  and 
Louisiana  said  the  issue  should  be 
discussed  and  a  “pro-nuclear”  position 
taken.  The  majority  in  Colorado, 
Montana,  Wyoming,  Utah,  and  the  New 
England  states  said  the  issue  should  be 
discussed  and  an  “anti-nuclear"  position 
taken.  All  other  states  said  the  issue 
should  be  discussed  but  no  position  taken 
by  the  church. 

National  symposium? 

Questioned  about  the  idea  TM/UMR 
forwarded  for  a  national  symposium  on 
nuclear  energy,  48.5  percent  said  it  was  a 
good  idea  and  should  be  tried,  45.2 
percent  opposed  it  as  a  waste  of  money 
and  6.3  percent  were  undecided. 

The  following  are  representative  of  the 
comments  written  in  on  question  boxes 
by  respondents : 

•  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  layman:  “I  am 
ashamed  that  the  position  of  the  church 
has  been  against  progress.  Nuclear 
energy  has  been  used  negatively  by 
people  who  want  to  tear  down  all  we  have 
built  in  this  country.” 

•  Boston,  Mass.,  layman:  “No  one  has 
a  right  to  gamble  with  the  lives  of  future 
generations.  There  is  reasonable  doubt 
about  the  safety  of  nuclear  energy  and 
therefore  we  should  oppose  it." 

•  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  layman:  “Don’t 
contradict  God.  If  He  says  it  is  clean,  it 
is.  Banning  nuclear  energy  will  only 
please  the  communists.” 

•  San  Jose,  Calif.,  laywoman:  “It  is  a 
depressing  feeling  to  realize  that  our 
family  has  worked  in,  prayed  in  and 
believed  in  a  church  that  has  made  a 
stand  (against  nuclear  energy)  which  is 
not  based  on  accurate  faces  and  good 
judgment.” 

•  United  Methodist  Men  president. 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

ODESSA,  Texas  —  A  three-part 
“Ministry  to  the  Middle-Class”  was 
initiated  in  this  west  Texas  city  of  100,000 
by  First  United  Methodist  Church  after  it 
found  the  problems  of  middle-class 
people  largely  centered  on  divorce, 
retirement,  or  boredom . 

“I  think  the  middle-class  is  basically 
who  we  are,  who  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is.  I  think  we  are  not  really 
effective  if  we  don’t  realize  this,”  said 
the  Rev.  Norman  Grigsby,  church 
pastor.  He  explained  this  is  why  the 
program  is  referred  to  as  a  “middle- 
class"  ministry. 

With  approximately  45  divorces  for 
every  55  marriages  in  the  county,  a 
special  ministry  of  quarterly  “Divorce 
Recovery  Workshops”  was  begun  to 
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meet  the  needs  of  those  involved.  Approx¬ 
imately  160  persons  have  participated, 
and  the  waiting  list  for  the  September 
session  was  filled  in  advance.  The 
sessions  were  originally  advertised  in 
the  newspaper,  but  now  fill  up  by 
“word  of  mouth"  and  brochure  mailings. 

“These  people  are  really  hurting,”  Mr. 
Grigsby  said.  “We  had  one  person  who 
had  been  divorced  16  years  and  was  still 
hurting  over  it. 

“We  go  into  the  whole  business  of  what 
you  do  when  you’re  hurting— the  process 
of  making  adjustments  and  the  changes 
that  take  place— taking  on  the  new 
identity  of  being  single,"  he  explained.  “I 
also  use  a  lot  of  what  I  call  ‘theology  to 
help’,”  he  said,  explaining  he  empha¬ 
sizes  God’s  love,  forgiveness  and  the 
chance  for  new  beginnings.  He  also 
utilizes  his  training  in  reality  therapy 
in  working  with  single  adults. 

“Guilt  is  a  terrible  thing  for  divorced 
persons.  Our  society  has  said  divorce  is 
wrong,  and  our  religious  training  has 
emphasized  the  same  thing,”  Mr. 
Grigsby  said.  “These  people  are 
embarrassed,  and  feel  guilt  and 
rejection,  although  I  don’t  think  the 
church  has  tried  to  make  them  feel  that. 
There  is  a  lot  more  compassion  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  for  these 
people  than  there  was  two  decades  ago. 
In  fact,  most  people  are  kin  to  someone 
who  is  divorced.” 

A  participant  said  the  workshop  helped 
him  become  acquainted  with  other 
singles  and  share  experiences.  “You 
have  somebody  to  talk  to,  and  you  know 
you’re  not  the  only  one  in  that 
predicament,"  said  Robert  Touchstone, 
reflecting  on  his  experience.  “You  leave 
there  with  a  good  feeling  you  didn’t  have 
before  you  went.  It  helps  teach  you  how 
to  love  again,  too.  You  have  to  really  feel 
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good  about  yourself  before  you  can  love 
again,”  he  added. 

The  sessions  are  followed  by  a  banquet 
to  which  all  members  of  the  workshops’ 
“alumni  association”  are  invited.  Mr. 
Grigsby  said  he  feels  association  through 
the  workshops  and  banquets  have  helped 
foster  a  feeling  of  fellowship  among 
singles  in  the  community. 

‘TeleCare’ 

Another  part  of  the  “Ministry  to  the 
Middle-Class"  is  aimed  at  retirees 
through  efforts  directed  by  the  Rev.  Lacy 
Standifer,  part-time  minister  of 
visitation  who  is  himself  retired.  A 
“TeleCare”  program  assures  each 
retiree  of  a  telephone  call  each  day  from 
a  fellow  retiree  or  other  volunteer.  Both 
parties  have  cards  with  emergency 
numbers,  so  if  repeated  calls  are  not 
answered,  or  none  is  received,  help  is 
sought.  A  woman  who  had  suffered  a 
stroke  is  among  those  who  have  been 
aided  by  the  program. 

"‘TeleCare’  is  kind  of  low-key,  but  it 
does  shut-ins  more  good  than  anything 
you  can  think  of,”  observed  Cliff 
Henderson,  a  UM  retiree  who 
participates  in  several  church  programs, 
one  of  them  called  “Handyman.”  It  is  a 
small  group  of  retired  men  who  provide 
services  for  other  retirees,  such  as 
caulking  bathtubs,  putting  up  screens, 
fixing  fences  and  moving  beds.  After  one 
retiree  was  hospitalized  for  smoke 
inhalation,  the  group  made  a  special 
project  of  putting  up  smoke  alarms  for 
those  purchasing  them. 

Other  retirees’  programs  include  the 
“Perky  Peers.”  who  meet,  eat.  play 
games  and  travel  together  on  such 
outings  as  a  recent  trip  to  a  senior 
citizens’  retreat.  Some  retirees  also 
participate  in  the  local  chapter  of  the 
national  UM  camping  organization. 

The  third  area  of  concern— boredom— 
is  met  through  a  music  and  worship 
ministry,  according  to  Mr.  Grigsby.  “We 
think  a  part  of  the  problem  with  the 
middle-class  is  that  they’re  bored  -  with 
religion,  among  other  things,”  he  said. 
“We  try  to  make  our  worship  as  much  a 
celebration  as  possible.” 

A  60-member  sanctuary  choir  and  a  23- 
piece  orchestra  not  only  add  to  the 
worship  service,  but  give  church 
musicians  an  outlet  for  their  talents.  The 
church  affirmed  its  commitment  to  this 
ministry  by  remodeling  the  chancel  area 
of  the  sanctuary  to  accommodate  the 
large  number  of  musicians. 

Mr.  Grigsby,  now  in  his  fourth  year  at 
the  church,  expressed  satisfaction  with 
the  growth  of  the  “Ministry  to  the 
Middle-Class  ”  He  explained  he  did  not 
go  into  the  church  with  a  prepared 
program,  but  set  out  with  the  local 
church  leaders  during  his  first  year  to 
determine  the  needs  of  the  community, 
then  develop  programs  to  fit  them. 


Columbia,  Mo.  —  "It  is  none  of  the 
church  s  business  in  regard  to  nuclear 
energy.  If  we  were  not  to  use  His  chem¬ 
icals  and  sources  of  energy,  they  would 
not  have  been  placed  here  or  we  would 
not  have  been  given  the  ability  to  devise 
nuclear  energy.” 

•  Houston,  Texas,  minister:  “The 
church  must  speak  to  this  issue.  If  the 
preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  people  of 
the  entire  earth  is  not  a  religious  issue, 
what  is  a  religious  issue?  Let’s  stop  the 
nukes.” 

•  Colorado  Springs,  C’olo.,  laywoman: 
“The  church  should  concern  itself  with 

saving  souls  and  leave  nuclear  energy  to 
the  scientists  who  know  more  about  it. 
Millions  of  souls  are  perishing  and  our 
church  is  unconcerned.  Souls  are  our 
business  and  nuclear  energy  is  the 
business  of  the  world." 

•  Silver  Springs,  Md..  laywoman: 
“Ban  the  nukes!  No  one  is  sure  what 
nuclear  energy  will  do  to  our  children. 
We  should  not  take  a  chance.  We  have  no 
right.” 

•  Atlanta,  Ga.,  layman:  “Your  page 
on  nuclear  energy  was  the  only  balanced 
presentation  on  any  controversial  issue  I 
have  ever  seen  in  the  church.  Bravo!  I 
still  don’t  know  where  I  stand,  but  at 
least  I  don’t  feel  like  anyone  is  trying  to 
pull  the  wool  over  my  eyes." 

•  Nashville.  Tenn.,  minister:  “Your 
question  box  questions  were  insufficient. 
Just  put  me  down  as  against  nuclear 
killing.” 


Question  box  results 

Total  responses:  1,590 

1.  How  do  you  feel  about  the  development  and  use  of  nuclear  “fission”  energy  in 
the  United  States? 

a.  13.3%  —  All  current  nuclear  plants  should  be  shut  down  and  construction  of 
all  future  plants  should  be  banned. 

b.  23.1%  —  Present  plants  should  remain  in  operation,  but  a  moratorium  on  all 
future  construction  should  be  initiated  until  solutions  to  problems  such  as  how  to 
dispose  of  nuclear  waste  safely  can  be  developed. 

c.  29.4%  —  Nuclear  energy  plants  should  continue  to  be  constructed  as  they 
are  needed  to  meet  our  nation’s  energy  requirements  and  should  follow  current 
safeguards. 

d.  33.2%  —  Additional  nuclear  energy  plants  should  be  constructed  to  reduce 
oil  imports  and  the  strip  mining  of  coal,  and  because  nuclear  energy  is  safer  and 
less  costly  in  many  instances  than  its  alternatives. 

e.  1%  —  Undecided. 

2.  What  type  of  position  do  you  believe  the  church  should  take  regarding  the  use 
of  nuclear  energy? 

a.  19.7%  —  It  is  not  appropriate  for  the  church  to  deal  with  such  issues. 

b.  33.6%  —  The  church  should  discuss  such  issues,  but  should  not  take  sides. 

c.  23.3%  —  The  church  should  discuss  the  issue  and  take  a  strong  position 
against  the  use  of  nuclear  energy  until  safer  nuclear  technology  can  be  developed. 

d.  21.4%  —  The  church  should  discuss  the  issue  and  take  a  strong  position 
supporting  the  use  of  nuclear  energy  as  among  the  safest  alternatives  available  to 
meet  societal  needs. 

e.  2% —Uncertain. 

3.  In  an  editorial  statement,  TM/UMR  proposed  that  our  church  sponsor  a 
national  symposium  of  energy  experts  representing  all  sides  of  the  nuclear  energy 
debate  in  order  to  develop  a  common  “fact  base”  and  thereby  promote  more 
reasoned  discussion  of  this  issue.  Do  you  believe  such  a  symposium  would: 

a.  48.5%  —  Represent  a  constructive  effort  to  help  society  deal  with  this  issue; 

I  believe  it  should  be  tried. 

b.  45.2%  —  Be  an  example  of  good  intentions  which  would  likely  result  in  a 
waste  of  time  and  money ;  I  oppose  such  an  effort. 

c.  6.3%  —Uncertain. 

Areyoua:  Layman  —  45.3%;  Laywoman  —  41.1%;  Minister  —  13.6% 

Age  group:  18  &  under  -  1.8%;  19-35-18.1%;  36-50  -24.1%;  51-64-31.3%;  65 
and  over  24.7% 


UM  race  group  says 

Pastoral  appointment  policies  6unfair 


By BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

OVERLAND  PARK,  Kan.  -  What  they 
called  the  most  unfair  employment 
practice  remaining  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  —  the  ministerial 
appointment  system  —  was  the  target  of 
action  here  last  week  by  the  commission 
charged  with  monitoring  the  inclusion  of 
racial  and  ethnic  minorities  in  the  UMC. 

Prompted  in  an  opening  address  by 
their  executive  secretary,  the  Rev. 
Woodie  White,  the  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  meeting  Sept.  29- 
Oct.  1  adopted  recommendations  urging 
church  leaders  to  “act  out”  their 
commitment  to  an  “open  itineracy”  — 
the  appointment  of  pastors  to  local 
churches  regardless  of  race  or  ethnic 
background. 

“How  can  the  church  require  open  and 
fair  employment  practices  in  every  other 
area  of  church  institutional  life,  but 
exempt  the  local  congregation  and  the 
minister?”  Dr.  White  asked. 

The  commission  “strongly  urged” 
that: 

•  Bishops  —  through  a  “pastoral  letter 
—  and  cabinets  “go  on  record”  pledging 
support  for  and  intention  to  make 
pastoral  appointments  across  racial 
lines; 

•  The  meaning  of  open  itineracy  be 
discussed  with  ministerial  candidates  by 
annual  conference  boards  of  ordained 
ministry,  and  with  congregations  by 
district  superintendents  at  charge 
conferences; 

•  Programs  to  prepare  congregations 
and  pastors  for  open  itineracy  be 
designed  by  annual  conference  cabinets 
and  program  staff; 

•  UM  theological  schools  be  challenged 
by  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  annual 
conferences  to  prepare  students  for 
ministry  in  a  changing  society  and  a 
multi-cultural  church; 

•  Annual  conferences  take  inventory  of 
pastors  most  likely  to  be  involved  in 
cross-racial  appointments; 

•  Annual  conferences  aggressively 
recruit  ethnic  minority  pastors  and  not 
be  satisfied  merely  with  enough  of  them 
to  supply  the  congregations  with 
predominantly  ethnic  memberships. 

Dr.  White  described  the  three-fold 
“dilemma”  which  challenges  the  UMC 
as  it  faces  open  itineracy :  ( 1 )  racism  and 
prejudice  are  still  present  in  the  UMC; 

Ordination  proposed 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Two  separate 
and  “co-equal"  ordinations  —  one  as 
elder  and  the  other  as  diaconal  minister 
—  are  being  recommended  for  persons 
“set  apart”  for  specialized  ministry  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

By  a  close  11-10  vote,  members  of  a 
study  committee  on  diaconal  ministry 
meeting  here  last  month  approved 
proposed  legislation  asking  that  diaconal 
ministers  be  ordained  instead  of 
consecrated. 

Along  with  ordination,  diaconal 
ministers  would  be  extended  all  the 
benefits  and  privileges  of  their  clergy 
counterparts:  voting  membership  in 
charge  (local  church)  and  annual 
conferences,  adequate  salaries,  pension 
and  health  insurance. 

However,  diaconal  ministers  would  be 
considered  “non-itinerant.”  They  would 
not  be  guaranteed  an  appointment  by 
bishops  and  cabinets. 

Ethel  Johnson,  a  faculty  member  at 
Methodist  Theological  School  in  Dela¬ 
ware.  Ohio,  who  chairs  the  committee, 
said  the  proposals  would  set  apart  diac¬ 
onal  ministers  for  "service,  justice  and 
love”  just  as  the  ordained  elder  has  his¬ 
torically  been  set  apart  for  ministry  of 
“word,  sacrament  and  order  " 

Diaconal  ministers  would  include  what 
have  been  formerly  thought  of  as  full¬ 
time  lay  professional  workers  in  fields 
such  as  music,  education,  church 
administration  and  missionary  service. 


(2)  the  common  practice  is  to  match 
pastors  and  congregations  on  the  basis  of 
race;  and  (3)  the  denomination  is 
committed  to  enhance  and  develop 
ethnic  minority  clergy  for  their  own 
congregations  which  some  say  conflicts 
with  the  goal  of  open  itineracy. 

“The  UMC  can  have  both  open 
itineracy  and  strengthen  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  simultaneously,” 
Dr.  White  said.  “However,  bishops, 
cabinets,  pastors  and  congregations 
must  not  affirm  the  latter  as  a  way  of 
avoiding  the  former.” 

The  issue  of  ministerial  leadership  for 
congregations  is  a  ministry  and  not  a 
racial  issue,  Dr.  White  said.  Therefore, 
decisions  on  appointments  should  be 
ministry  decisions  and  not  racial  ones. 
Ministers  appointed  to  ethnic  minority 
congregations  should  be  chosen  because 
they  are  equipped  to  serve  those 
congregations,  such  as  speaking  their 
language  and  knowing  their  cultural 
traits,  he  said. 

Dr.  White  reported  that  statistics  com¬ 
piled  recently  from  50  annual  confer¬ 
ences  indicate  that  143  pastors  are 


involved  in  cross-racial  appointments, 
the  largest  number  being  Asian  Ameri¬ 
cans  appointed  to  majority  white  con¬ 
gregations. 

Included  among  a  legislative  packet 
approved  at  the  commission’s  meeting  to 
present  to  the  1980  General  Conference  is 
a  measure  which  would  put  teeth  into  the 
commission’s  function  as  a  monitor  of 
the  racial  inclusiveness  and/or  racial 
discrimination  within  the  church.  The 
new  legislation,  if  passed, will  allow  the 
commission  to  review,  to  investigate  and 
to  have  authority  to  hold  “hearings 
where  necessary  in  responding  to 
charges  of  alleged  violation  of  the 
church’s  policy  of  ethnic  and  racial 
inclusiveness.” 

They  also  propose  to  delete  the 
paragraph  in  the  “Discipline"  (Par. 
906.13)  that  prevents  general  church 
funds  from  being  used  by  any  “gay” 
group  or  to  promote  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality.  The  commission  said  the 
paragraph  causes  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  to  “be 
judgmental”  regarding  persons  and 
groups  who  may  be  suspected  of  having 
“gay”  members. 


Where  do  you  turn  in  this 
part  of  America  to  find 
bright,young  men  and 
women  with  leadership 
qualities  and  community 
concern? 


To  the  12  colleges  that 
receive  aid  from  the  Black 
College  Fund  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  . . .  and 
who  are  now  celebrating  a 
combined  birthday  of  1 ,246 
years  of  service. 

Through  the  generations, 
these  colleges  have 
provided  an  alternative  to 
illiteracy,  poverty,  and  racial 
inequality. 


HUSTON-TILLOTSON -Austin  Texas 
PHILANDER  SMITH  —  Lillie  Rock  Arkansas 
DILLARD  —  New  Orleans 
PAINE  —  Augusta  Georgia 
CLAFLIN  —  Orangeburg  South  Carolina 
MORRISTOWN  —  Morrislown  Tennessee 


The 

Dldd^dollege 
rund 

MEHARRY  MEDICAL—  Nashville  Tennessee 


And  though  they’re  all 
located  in  the  South, 
they've  played  a  major  role 
in  giving  all  of  America  its 
Black  leadership. 

The  support  of  local  United 
Methodist  Churches  to  the 
Black  College  Fund  will 
insure  their  continuing 

contribution  Astf<)ng 

heritage  with  a 
bright  future! 

CLARK  RUST  —  Clark  Allanla.  Georgia 
Pus/  -  Hollyspring  Mississippi 

BETHUNE-COOKMAN- 
Daylona  Beach  Florida 
WILEY- Marshall  Texas 
BENNETT  —  Greensboro  North  Carolina 
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Alexandria 

37,445.10 

1,921.05 

BRH 

48,590.41 

2,913.73 

BRL 

50.468.37 

2,470.91 

Lake  Charles 

45.883.56 

4.823.78 

Monroe 

41,140.94 

2,552.76 

NOH 

33,621.26 

2,746.05 

NOS 

48,276.49 

2.884.50 

Ruston 

30,740.81 

2,998.91 

Shreveport 

90.506.79 

3,723.64 

Conf.  Office 

321.00 

Total 

426,673.73 

27.356.33 
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:•  Mrs.  Ruby  Law,  wife  of  Rev. 
•:  Ashley  Law,  died  on  Sunday. 
£  September  30th.  Her  funeral  was 
•j  held  at  Broadmoor  UMC. 
••  Shreveport  on  October  2nd 


waffles  illegal  Over  half  million 


Around  the  conference 


ESM  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Bogalusa  worked  through  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  put  a  new  roof  on  the 
Beechem  Methodist  Church  in  Sandy 
Bay.  Jamaica. 

Eleven  people  from  ESM  worked  with 
the  church  and  people  and  Jamaica  to 
assist  a  rural  church  replace  a  leaky 
roof.  All  the  expenses  were  paid  by  the 
individuals  in  the  group  A  gift  of 
$2,700.00  was  given  to  the  Jamaica 
church  through  the  Rev.  Fity  John  for 
the  roofing  materials.  Some  of  this 
money  was  given  by  the  NOS  District. 


some  from  the  ESM  Church  and  the 
major  part  was  borrowed,  in  faith,  to  be 
repaid  after  the  job  was  completed. 

Attending  were  the  Gerald  Bristers: 
Gerald,  Polly,  Kim  and  Dodd;  Homer 
and  Lucille  Seal;  Tom  and  Kyle  Knight; 
James  and  Martin  Poole;  and  Jim 
Henderson 

These  are  all  available  to  local 
churches  with  programs  to  share  slides 
and  tell  of  their  positive  experience  in 
sharing  faith  in  Christ  with  people  in 
another  land. 


Rev.  William  Mayo  (1.),  superintendent  of  Methodist  Home 
Hospital,  New  Orleans,  admires  a  wooden  train  built  by 
George  M.  Simpson  (r. ) ,  member  of  First  UMC,  Slidell.  Col. 
Simpson  gave  the  train  to  the  Children’s  Home  in  memory  of 
his  father,  John  D.  Simpson.  The  oak  and  walnut  used  in  the 
various  cars  are  from  trees  grown  and  cut  on  the  elder 
Simpson’s  farm  near  Siloam  Springs,  Ark. 


EUNICE  —  Another  church-wide 
bazaar.  This  one  is  also  to  be  held  the 
latter  part  of  this  month.  The  United 
Methodist  Women  of  First  UMC  are 
planning  it.  Do  you  suppose  that  all  these 
bazaars  are  held  the  latter  part  of 
October  because  that  it  is  close  to 
Halloween? 

SHREVEPORT  -  If  you  think 
“Wednesday  Nite  Services’’  are  out-of- 
date  you  won’t  believe  that  460  people  at 
Noel  Church  gather  together  on  a 
Wednesday  night.  Of  course,  they  had 
incentive.  Centenary  Choir  sang,  there 
was  a  meal,  and  a  diversified  agenda:  A 
Bible  study  led  by  Dr.  Robert  Ed  Taylor, 
guitar  lessons,  an  exercise  class  for 
women,  Chrismons  for  adults  and.  to 
make  the  evening  perfect,  an 
Administrative  Board  meeting.  By  the 
way.  the  ladies  at  Noel  Church  are  also 
planning  a  bazaar! 

DENHAM  SPRINGS  -  Bishop  Mack 
B.  Stokes  of  Jackson.  Miss.,  popular 
preacher  and  Bible  conference  leader 
held  revival  services  at  First  UMC. 


ALTO  -  The  Little.  Creek  UMC, 
located  on  Highway  15,  four  miles  South 
of  Alto,  celebrated  the  126th  anniversary 
at  their  Home  Coming  Service.  The 
pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  Bob  Burgess, 
delivered  the  message. 

JENA  —  This  church  has  an  unusual 
event  each  October  —  a  Book  Fair.  Mrs. 
Lena  French,  chairperson  for  the  event, 
orders  books  on  consignment  from 
Cokesbury.  There  is  everything  from 
Bibles  to  Bible  dictionaries  to 
commentaries;  recipe  books;  children’s 
books,  etc.  These  are  placed  in  the 
church  Fellowship  Hall  and  are  available 
for  persons  to  browse  through  and 
purchase  during  the  month  of  October. 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  -  Robert 
Short,  author  of  The  Gospel  According  to 
Peanuts,  spoke  at  Convocation  in 
Kilpatrick  Auditorium,  of  the  R.  E. 
Smith  Building.  Mr.  Short’s  program 
was  illustrated  with  color  slides  of 
cartoons,  photographs,  scenes  from  the 
movies,  and  drawings. 

LAFAYETTE  —  The  men  of  Davidson 
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Taking  the  roof  off  the  Beechem  Methodist  Church. 


Since  a  number  of  persons  have  raised 
questions  about  whether  or  not  we  should 
allow  organizations  of  the  church  to 
engage  in  games  of  chance,  we  are 
printing  Resolution  No.  245  from  the 
General  Conference,  which  met  in 
Portland,  Oregon,  April  30, 1976. 

The  resolution  is  entitled,  Resolution 
on  Gambling.  “Gambling  as  a  means  of 
seeking  material  gain  only  by  chance 
and  at  the  neighbor’s  expense  is  a 
menace  to  personal  character  and  social 
morality.  Gambling  fosters  greed  and 
stimulates  the  desire  to  get  something 
for  nothing.  It  encourages  a  primitive 
fatalistic  faith  in  chance.  Organized  and 
commercial  gambling  is  a  threat  to 
business,  breeds  crime  and  poverty,  and 
is  destructive  to  the  interest  of  good 
government. 

We  deplore  the  growing  legalization 
and  state  promotion  of  gambling. 
Dependence  on  gambling  revenue  has 
led  many  states  to  exploit  the  weakness 
of  their  own  citizens,  neglect  the 
development  of  more  equitable  forms  of 
taxation  and,  thereby,  further  erode 
citizens’  confidence  in  government. 

We  oppose  the  legalization  of 
parimutuel  betting,  for  it  has  been  the 


opening  wedge  in  the  legalization  of  other 
forms  of  gambling  within  the  states,  and 
has  stimulated  illegal  bookmaking.  We 
deplore  the  establishment  of  state 
lotteries  and  their  use  as  a  means  of 
raising  public  revenues.  The  constant 
promotion  and  the  wide  advertising  of 
lotteries  have  encouraged  large  numbers 
of  persons  to  gamble  for  the  first  time. 
Public  apathy  and  a  lack  of  awareness 
that  petty  gambling  feeds  organized 
crime  have  opened  the  door  to  the  spread 
of  numerous  forms  of  legal  and  illegal 
gambling. 

We  support  the  strong  enforcement  of 
anti-gambling  laws,  the  repeal  of  all  laws 
that  give  gambling  an  acceptable  place 
in  our  society,  and  the  rehabilitation  of 
compulsive  gamblers.  The  Church  has  a 
key  role  in  fostering  responsible 
government  and  in  developing  the 
spiritual  health  and  moral  maturity 
which  frees  persons  from  dependence  on 
damaging  social  customs.  It  is  expected 
that  United  Methodist  churches  abstain 
from  the  use  of  raffles,  lotteries,  and 
games  of  chance  for  any  purpose.  We 
should  protest  all  forms  of  gambling 
practices  carried  on  in  our  communities. 


Miss  Arcadia  Baptist  Home,  Miss  Charlie  T.  Butler, 
escorted  by  her  nephew.  Judge  Robert  Y.  Butler. 


mark 

Pension  Crusade  payments  by  the 
Churches  and  ministers  on  pledges  made 
the  first  of  this  year  will  pass  the 
million  mark  this  month.  Most 


Crusade  from  the  Church  is  reported 
under  Fund  No.  600.  and  money  from  the 
minister  or  ministers  of  the  church, 
under  Fund  No.  610. 

Through  the  month  of  September,  a 
total  of  $454,030.06  had  been  received  by 
the  Conference  Office.  The 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  leads  the 
Conference  with  a  total  of  $94,230.43  sent 
in  to  date.  A  report  through  September 
30th  for  each  district  is  included  on  this 
page. 


Dr.  Carl  Wethers 


UMC  have  an  unusual  Methodist  Men's 
Club.  They  meet  at  6:30  a.m.  on 
Wednesday  mornings.  In  fact  the 
promise  in  the  church  paper  is  that  if 
they  come  on  time  the  meeting  will  be 
finished  by  7:30  a.m.  By  the  way,  we 
noticed  that  the  UMM  of  Denham 
Springs  UMC  do  much  the  same  thing  on 
Saturday  mornings. 

MONROE  -  St.  Paul’s  UMC  is 
observing  Mission  Month  by  a 
churchwide  study  entitled  “Mid-East 
Mosaic.’’  Wouldn't  you  know,  they  will 
begin  with  a  “Mid-East  Bazaar.” 
directed  by  Bunny  Mitchell.  Other 
persons  leading  in  the  study  will  be  Mrs 
Harriet  Cale  from  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church:  Rev.  Jim  Wilson,  Wesley 
Foundation  NLU  ;  Rabbi  Ponn  of  Temple 
B’Nai  Israel;  and  Chig  and  Elaine 
Shoudv. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  The  United 
Methodist  Men  and  United  Methodist  Wo¬ 
men  had  a  joint  covered  dish  supper 
recently.  A  film,  concerning  the 
distribution  of  Bibles  and  other  religious 
material  behind  the  Iron  Curtain,  was 
shown. 


this  month 


The  Committee  on  Health  &  Welfare  Ministries,  under  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  has  been  reorganized 
by  conference  action  so  that  representatives  of  the 
conference-owned  institutions  are  ex  officio  members.  The 
committee,  chaired  by  Rev.  Deen  Thompson,  is  preparing 
for  the  new  Easter  offering  for  Conference  Institutions.  The 
chairman  is  seated;  other  members,  from  left,  are  J.  J. 
Caraway,  William  London,  Terry  Deville,  James  Adams, 
Donald  Hall,  William  Mayo,  Byrl  Moreland,  Dorothy  Carter. 
Donald  Avery,  and  John  Koelemav. 


When  Round  Grove  UMC  held  its  annual  Vacation  Church  School,  more 
than  300  children  were  in  attendance.  The  curriculum  designed  for  Black 
children  was  used  and.  according  to  the  pastor,  was  well  received  by  the 
children.  Mrs.  Hixie  Taylor,  the  church  school  superintendent,  says  “the 
sucess  of  the  event  has  helped  to  strengthen  the  regular  church  school 
program  at  Round  Grove.”  Rev.  James  Graham  is  pastor. 


and  ministers  are  continuing  to  mail  in 
payments  each  month 
just  over  $85,000.00  was  mailed  into  the 
Conference  office  of  Financial  Affairs 


during  the  month  of  September. 

Ministers  and  churches  are  to  mail  in 
the  Pension  Crusade  money  on  the 
regular  monthly  REMITTANCE 
REPORT.  If  two  checks  are  mailed  in,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  fill  out  "one” 
Remittance  Report.  The  reports  are  to  be 
mailed  to:  Conference  Office  of 
Financial  Affairs;  P.  O.  Box  3057;  Baton 
Rouge.  Louisiana  70821.  Checks  are  to  be 
made  payable  to  “Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.”  Money  for  Pension 


Miss  Charlie  wins 
beauty  award 

Four  United  Methodist  were  among  the 
participants  of  an  unusual  Beauty 
Pageant  recently.  In  fact,  one  of  them. 
Miss  Charlie  T.  Butler  was  crowned  the 
first  Ms.  Arcadia  Baptist  Home  by 
Administrator  Ted  Stringer. 

A  standing  room  only  crowd  in  the 
Baptist  "Home's  cafeteria  stood  and 
applauded  as  the  winner  was  announced 
by  the  evening’s  emcee,  Mrs.  Dixie 
Ware. 

Miss  Charlie  was  escorted  by  her 
nephew.  Judge  Robert  Butler.  The  first 
runner-up  was  Mrs.  Nettie  Thornton, 
who  was  escorted  by  her  brother-in-law. 
Everett  Farmer. 

The  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  pastor 
said,  “the  Beauty  Queen  is  a  victim  of 
polio  and  has  been  in  a  wheel  chair  for  40 
years,  but  she  possesses  a  very  gracious, 
lovely  spirit;  and  there  is  not  a  wrinkle  in 
her  beautiful  face.  She  is  an  exceptional 
lady!” 

Miss  Butler,  Mrs.  Thornton,  and  Miss 
Maggie  Austin,  who  was  escorted  by 
Reed  Simpkins,  are  all  members  of  First 
UMC,  Arcadia.  Miss  Austin  and  Mrs 
Annie  Mae  Nelson,  a  member  of  Mt 
Mariah  UMC,  and  escorted  by  her  son. 
Elmer  Nelson,  participated  in  the  beauty 
pageant,  too. 


Church  doubles  age 


Grace  UMC,  New  Orleans,  doubled  its 
age  overnight  when  the  62nd  anniversary 
was  observed.  When  the  service  began, 
Grace  was  62  years  old ;  when  the  service 
was  completed,  Grace  had  attained  the 
ripe  old  age  of  129  years ! 

There  are  four  predecessor  churches  in 
the  Grace  Church  historical  background. 
Two  of  these.  Pleasant  Plains  and  Union 
Chapel,  constituted  the  congregational 
mergers  which  brought  Grace  into  being 
in  1917.  Some  additional  research 
revealed  two  other  churches.  Soule 
Chapel  and  Marais  Street,  which  had 
been  part  of  the  United  Methodist  history 
in  the  region  and  served  by  some  pastors 
recognized  as  being  in  the  mainstream  of 
the  Methodist  itinerancy 

The  oldest  of  these  churches,  Soule 
Chapel,  was  founded  in  the  year  1850.  It  is 
from  this  date  that  Grace  Church 
computes  its  age.  The  1978  Charge 
Conference  looked  into  this  matter,  and 
gave  its  blessing  to  work  that  Mrs.  Edna 
Poree  Pleasure,  church  historian  and 


archivist,  had  done. 

A  processional  formed  in  the 
Educational  Building  with  Willie  Porter, 
Jr.,  as  Marshall.  Banners  were  made  by 
every  organization  in  the  church.  The 
Processional  included  15  banner  bearers, 
college  boys  who  carried  the  Christian 
and  United  States  flags,  altar  boys,  the 
trustees,  and  the  clergy.  Anniversary 
and  processional  music  was  furnished  by 
the  Olympia  Brass  Band. 

The  Ritual  of  Transition  included  a 
statement  of  appreciation  by  the 
chairperson  of  the  Administrative  Board 
—  Charles  Johnson;  The  Resolution  by 
Church  Historian  —  Edna  Pleasure;  and 
the  Declaration  of  Acceptance  by  the  Lay 
Leader  —  Samuel  D.  Johnson. 

Dr.  Carl  T.  Wethers  who  enjoyed  an  8- 
year  pastorate  at  Grace,  gave  the 
sermon.  Other  clergy  participants  were 
Dr  W  D.  Boddie,  NOS  superintendent. 
Rev.  H.  B.  F.  Charles,  retired  minister, 
and  the  Grace  Church  pastor.  Dr.  Robert 
F.  Harrington. 


ESM  in  Jamaica 


Pope’s  critique  of  our  society 
worth  attention  of  Protestants 


Pope  John  Paul  II  is  not  shy  or  hesitant 
to  say  what  he  thinks,  even  if  his  words 
step  on  the  toes  of  his  hosts. 

He  proved  that  in  Poland  —  his  home 
country  —  in  June  of  this  year  when  he 
courageously  stood  in  the  face  of  the 
Communist  government  there  and 
proclaimed :  “No  dialogue  can  take  place 
between  church  and  state  until 
authorities  respect  the  convictions  of 
believers,  insure  all  the  rights  of  citizens, 
and  (insure)  normal  conditions  for  the 
activity  of  the  church.” 

Earlier  he  proved  it  in  Latin  America 
when  he  answered  advocates  of 
,  “liberation  theology”  with  a  denial  that 
Jesus  was  “the  subversive  from 
Nazareth”  and  called  upon  some  priests 
to  quit  being  “political  ideologists  in 
clerical  garb.” 

Discussion  of 
issues  important 

While  we  are  pleased  with  Pope  John 
Paul  IPs  continuing  outspoken  honesty  on 
the  condition  of  the  world  today,  and 
while  we  believe  United  Methodists  and 
others  can  learn  a  great  deal  from  him, 
some  of  his  statements  make  us  grateful 
that  we  are  not  Roman  Catholics  (see 
preceding  editorial). 

While  we  respect  the  pope’s  Christian 
commitment  and  integrity,  we  believe 
his  seemingly  inflexible,  hardline 
positions  on  issues  such  as  women  in  the 
priesthood,  birth  control,  divorce, 
abortion  and  celibacy  are  misguided. 

We  hope  the  pope  and  other  Roman 
Catholic  leaders  will  not  attempt  to  close 
the  door  to  further  discussion  of  these 
important  issues.  They  are  personal, 
;  human  issues  which  should  not  be 
•  “solved”  by  the  invocation  of  “papal 
infallibility”  or  the  appeal  to  a  rigid 
tradition  —  leaving  human  beings  to 
struggle  with  the  consequences  without 
the  benefit  of  pastoral  concern. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


During  his  recent  visit  to  the  United 
States,  it  was  our  nation’s  turn. 

The  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  offered  two  recurring  criticisms 
of  American  values  during  his  six-day 
visit  here:  (1)  Americans  have  an 
unsavory  fascination  with  material 
goods:  (2)  America’s  continuing 
consumption  of  a  disproportionate  share 
of  the  world’s  limited  resources  is  one  of 
the  primary  causes  of  tensions  among 
nations  today. 

Speaking  to  the  United  Nations’ 
General  Assembly,  the  pope  warned  that 
“material  goods  do  not  have  the 
unlimited  capacity  for  satisfying  all  the 
needs”  of  people.  He  spoke  out  against 
the  unfair  way  material  goods  are 
distributed  throughout  the  world, 
alluding  to  the  greed  of  many 
industrialized  nations,  including  our 
own.  He  blamed  this  greed  on  “a  series  of 
attitudes  in  which  sensitivity  to  *  the 
spiritual  dimension  of  human  existence 
is  diminished.” 

We  believe  Pope  John  Paul’s  candid 
critique  of  American  values  is  as  surely 
on  target  as  those  he  made  in  Eastern 
Europe  and  Latin  America. 

As  Protestants,  not  under  the  authority 
of  the  pope.  United  Methodists  are  not 
compelled  either  to  hear  or  to  heed  Pope 
John  Paul’s  message.  But  as  Christians, 
concerned  no  less  than  Roman  Catholics 
about  the  sinful  state  of  the  world  in 
which  we  live,  we  believe  the  pope’s 
critique  should  be  heard  and  heeded 
because  it  is  true. 

We  are  grateful  that  Pope  John  Paul  II 
did  not  mince  words  in  his  critique  of  our 
society.  We  hope  United  Methodists  and 
other  Americans  will  take  seriously  his 
affirmation  that  the  acquisition  and 
consumption  of  material  possessions  are 
not  the  most  important  values  for 
persons  who  profess  faith  in  God.  We 
hope  all  Christians  will  take  concrete 
individual  and  corporate  actions  to  bring 
their  lifestyles  into  harmony  with  our 
affirmations  of  faith. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Send  us  your 
Christmas  ideas 

In  a  recent  editorial  (see  TM/UMR, 
Oct  12),  TM/UMR  advocated  that 
United  Methodist  families  begin  now 
to  discuss  and  plan  ways  of 
celebrating  the  coming  Christmas 
season  which  are  personally 
meaningful  and  appropriate 
expressions  of  the  Christian  faith. 

We  hope  families  which  have 
accepted  that  challenge  and  have 
resolved  to  make  this  Christmas 
“different,”  will  share  some  of  their 
ideas  with  us  and  with  other  TM/UMR 
readers  in  the  weeks  before 
Christmas. 

Send  us  your  family’s  ideas  for  a 
meaningful  Christmas.  If  we  select 
vour  submission  fdV  publication,  we 
will  contribute  $10  in  your  name  to 
United  Methodism’s  World  Hunger 
Fund.  Please  keep  submissions  no 
longer  than  two  double-spaced,  type¬ 
written  pages. 

Send  ideas  to:  A  Different 
Christmas,  TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box 
221076.  Dallas.  Texas.  75222. 


Here  I  Stand 


OCTOBER  19,  1979 


Nostalgia  for  past  needs 
tempering  with  future  hope 


By  DAVID  W.  BLOOR 
I  have  been  a  pastor  of  several  local 
churches  during  the  past  20  years.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  time,  I  have  heard  well-meaning 
Christian  persons  re-echo  a  longing  for 
the  past.  The  bygone  time  is  often  en¬ 
visioned  as  having  been  "The  Glorious 
Age  of  the  Church,”  usually  regarded  as 
the  period  between  1900-1960.  During  that 
time,  they  recall,  church  attendance  was  , 
up  and  the  gospel  was  preached.  Cer¬ 
tainly  I,  too,  would  find  comfort  in  such 
an  age  as  that,  and  in  fact,  I  lived  during 
some  of  that  particular  era. 

However,  there  is  still  an  earlier  age 
worth  recalling.  In  the  17th  century, 
Richard  Crashaw  looked  back  to  that  age 
when  he  wrote : 

Oh  that  it  were  as  it  wont  to  be 
When  they  old  friends  of  fire,  all  full  of 
Thee 

Fought  against  frowns  with  smiles,  gave 


glorious  chase 

To  persecutions,  and  against  the  face 
Of  death  and  direct  dangers,  durst  with 
brave 

And  sober  pace,  march  on  to  meet  a 
grave. 

On  their  bold  breasts  about  the  world 
they  bore  Thee 

And  to  the  teeth  of  hell  stood  up  to  teach 
Thee: 

In  centre  of  their  inmost  souls  they  wore 
Thee, 

Where  racks  and  torments  strived  in 
vain  to  reach  Thee. 

Now  that  is  a  real  challenge  for  a  fol¬ 
lower  of  Christ  to  consider,  realizing  we 
have  the  evils  of  starvation,  racial  in¬ 
justice.  deadly  weaponry  armamenta- 
tion  and  wasting  of  resources.  Of  course, 
we  have  disguised,  ignored  and  easily 
overlooked  these  evils  as  sins;  but  never¬ 
theless  they  stand  before  us  today  threat¬ 


My  Witness 

Dialysis  brings  appreciation 


By  LEONA  McGEE 

One  Sunday  my  minister,  speaking 
from  the  Book  of  Jonah,  said,  “We  should 
not  keep  the  truth  to  ourselves.  We 
should  share  the  faith.  If  we  do  not,  we 
become  cold  and  bitter  and  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  within  us  will  die.”  It  made  me 
think  of  the  wonderful  spiritual  experi¬ 
ences  I  have  had  with  my  God.  especially 
over  these  past  two  years. 

On  Maundy  Thursday,  1976  I  became  a 
kidney  dialysis  patient.  It  was  most 
significant  at  this  time  to  realize  I  would 
be  dependent  upon  this  machine  for  the 
rest  of  my  life.  As  the  nurse  pushed  the 
wheelchair  into  the  dialysis  unit,  tears 
came  into  my  eyes.  I  was  afraid.  A  lot  of 
my  physical  strength  had  waned,  but  I 


was  able  to  walk  and  do  some  of  my 
housework,  although  I  tired  easily. 

After  the  first  treatment  my  mind,  as 
usual,  was  thinking  selfishly  of  how  my 
husband  and  I  would  be  unable  to  con¬ 
tinue  our  lives  as  before.  We  had  just  pur¬ 
chased  a  new  travel  trailer.  I  asked  the 
doctor,  “Do  you  think  we  should  turn  the 
trailer  back  in  and  forget  about  going 
camping?" 

He  said,  “What  for?  That  shouldn’t 
stop  you.” 

“Well,”  I  said,  “I’m  going  to  have  to  be 
dialyzed  twice  a  week  for  five  hours,  and 
that  will  be  two  whole  days.” 

He  shook  his  head  disgustingly  and 
said  it  was  not  necessary  to  live  any 
differently  from  the  way  we  had  been 


Nuclear  energy  articles  helpful,  useless 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  disappointed  in  your  nu¬ 
clear  energy  articles  (TM/UMR, 
September  14).  Rather  than  doing  a  little 
<  research  and  publishing  facts,  you 
simply  echo  the  opinions  that  are  being 
shouted  back  and  forth  between  opposing 
groups. 

As  a  resident  of  Louisiana,  I  am  vitally 
concerned  about  nuclear  waste  disposal 
because  our  salt  domes  are  being  studied 

•  and  tested  for  such  use.  Of  six  states 
currently  being  studied  for  placement  of 
all  United  States  government  nuclear 
wastes,  Texas,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
salt  domes  are  prime  candidates  for  re¬ 
ceiving  the  nation’s  dangerous  garbage. 

In  studies  done  by  the  Department  of 
Energy  and  reviewed  by  the  Inter¬ 
agency  Review  Group  appointed  by 
President  Carter,  serious  questions  have 
been  raised  concerning  the  heat  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  wastes.  The  heat  could 
cause  moisture  in  salt  to  migrate  toward 

•  the  wastes,  thus  dissolving  the  salt  enclo¬ 
sure,  setting  up  underground  movement 
eventually  reaching  into  underground 
fresh  water  or  even  to  the  surface. 

If  our  water  or  the  surface  of  the  earth 
is  contaminated  by  radioactive  waste 
material,  our  Christian  principles  of 
stewardship  have  been  violated.  A  land 
with  contaminated  water  and  earth  is 
uninhabitable! 

I  cannot  have  blind  faith  in  the  avail¬ 
able  technology.  Tests  have  not  been 
done  in  material  other  than  salt.  A  gran¬ 
ite  disposal  plan  proposed  by  the  Swedish 
government  has  been  shown  to  have 
grave  fallacies  also.  I  simply  do  not  be- 
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lieve  that  “technology  is  ready  whenever 
the  government  gives  ‘the  green  light.’  ” 

Since  you  do  not  pretend  to  present  the 
facts,  why  propose  a  shouting  match  be¬ 
tween  pro  and  anti-nuke?  What  is  im¬ 
moral  about  a  plan  which  stops  the 
manufacture  of  a  product  with  such 
known  long-lived  deadly  qualities  as  nu¬ 
clear  waste?  The  brief  surge  of  energy  is 
just  not  worth  the  price!  There  must  be  a 
clean,  safe  alternative.  At  the  moment 
we  can  all  conserve  until  that  alternative 
is  found. 

Grace  Lutschg 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

At  last  in  open! 

To  the  Editor: 

At  last  we  have  the  nuclear  debate  out 
in  the  open  (TM/UMR,  September  14)!  I 
feel,  however,  that  your  characterization 
of  the  United  Methodists  for  Realistic 
Energy  Programs  (UMREP),  and  by 
implication  the  Holston  Conference  also, 
as  “pro-nukes”  is  misleading.  While  we 
do  believe  nuclear  power  has  a  crucial 
role  in  energy  production,  our  position 
would  be  more  accurately  described  as 
“pro-energy.”  Our  group  includes  per¬ 
sons  active  in  various  areas  of  energy  re¬ 
search  —  including  solar,  fusion,  coal 
and  conservation.  Our  position  is  that  the 
enormous  present  and  future  energy 
needs  in  the  U.S.  and  throughout  the 
world  demand  that  we  develop  all  energy 
sources  and,  moreover,  that  the  appro¬ 
priateness  of  a  given  energy  source  will 
vary  with  location.  In  all  cases  we  advo¬ 
cate  that  safety  be  a  primary  criterion, 
but  to  our  knowledge  no  present  or  future 
energy  source  can  have  a  “guaranteed 
safe”  use,  as  your  editorial  asks  for.  In 
fact,  nothing  in  life  can  be  “guaranteed 
safe.” 

UMREP  thanks  you  for  recognizing 
that  there  are  two  sides  to  the  nuclear 
power  issue,  and  we  look  forward  to  help¬ 
ing  the  church  develop  the  “fact  base” 
you  have  suggested. 

Lorraine  Abbott 
Knoxville.  Tennessee 

Ideas  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  September  14  issue  of  TM/UMR, 
you  offer  a  thoughtful  editorial  appraisal 
of  the  nuclear  energy  issue,  concluding 
with  a  call  to  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  to  sponsor  a  symposium  on  nu¬ 
clear  energy. 

If  there  should  be  a  positive  response  to 
your  suggestion,  I  would  hope  that  such  a 
symposium  would  not  duplicate  efforts 
that  were  made  at  the  National  Energy 
Forum  that  was  held  at  the  University  of 
Akron.  July  26-30.  1976.  The  Akron 
Forum  carefully  considered  energy 
sources,  approaching  them  from  many 
divergent  points  of  view.  I  feel  certain 
that  there  are  available  both  printed  and 
film  resources  that  came  out  of  the  1976 
forum,  and  that  we  should  build  on  these 
rather  than  repeating  the  effort. 

Your  suggested  symposium  would  be 
helpful  to  the  church  if  it  not  only  called 
upon  experts  in  the  energy  field,  but  also 
provided  some  leadership  in  considering 
the  morality  involved  in  energy  decis¬ 
ions.  Most  “discussions”  of  energy  prob¬ 
lems  seem  to  be  marked  by  bitter  invec¬ 
tive  and  judgmentalism,  aptly  producing 
more  heat  than  light.  I  hope  your  sug¬ 
gestion  will  be  heard  and  acted  upon. 

James  E.  Magaw 
Mount  Vernon.  Ohio 

Experts  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reference  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
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odist  stand  on  nuclear  energy 
(TM/UMR,  September  14). 

As  a  United  Methodist,  how  would  you 
like  the  National  Society  of  Nuclear 
Engineers  to  tell  you  what  to  do  with 
homosexual  preachers? 

The  United  Methodist  Church  should 
stick  to  religious  issues  and  engineers  to 
technical  issues. 

Dale  Gruver 
Talala,  Oklahoma 

Unbiased  presentation 

To  the  Editor: 

I  should  like  to  take  this  means  of 
conveying  the  appreciation  of  our 
Commission  on  Social  Concerns  for  your 
presentation  of  both  sides  of  the  nuclear 
energy  issue  and  for  your  unbiased  edi¬ 
torial  on  the  subject  (TM/UMR,  Septem¬ 
ber  14). 

This  is  the  type  of  reporting  and 
presentation  which  we  believe  is  in  the 
true  interest  of  the  church.  It  is  the  ap¬ 
proach  which  we  have  hoped  would  be 
taken  in  presenting  the  Nestle  boycott 
issue. 

We  have  previously  written  about  the 
boycott  and  hope  that  it  will  be  possible 
in  the  near  future  for  you  to  expose  some¬ 
thing  on  the  side  of  those  who  see  this 
action  by  our  church  as  misguided  and 
counterproductive  to  the  interests  of  the 
world’s  children. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  along  the  lines 
of  the  nuclear  energy  series.  It  probably 
takes  a  real  effort  and  is  expensive  both 
in  time  and  money,  but  it  is  appreciated 
and  permits  each  member  to  make  up  his 
own  mind. 

Harold  R.  Shipman 
Chevy  Chase.  Maryland 

Science  ignored 

To  the  Editor: 

My  congratulations  to  Elmer  Fritts  on 
his  article  “Concept  of  God  needs  space- 
age  setting”  (Here  I  Stand,  September 
21 ).  As  a  retired  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter.  I  have  long  believed  that  most  theolo¬ 
gians.  clergy  and  naively  credulous  laity 
have  limited  and  misled  Christianity  in 
its  concept  of  God. 

The  Bible,  as  (in  my  opinion)  the  word 
of  man.  reveals  in  the  Old  Testament  a 
progressing  concept  of  God.  But  in  the 
New  Testament  a  finalization  of  the  god- 
concept  came  to  pass  when  Jesus  was 
transformed  into  “an  only  begotten  son" 
of  a  “father-god"  concept,  which  the 
creeds  and  the  liturgy  of  the  church  have 
ever  since  supported. 

Science  has  been  ignored,  even  casti¬ 
gated  by  the  orthodox  church.  The  con¬ 
cept  of  God  as  “father”  with  an  “only  be¬ 


gotten  son"  needs  to  give  way,  as  Mr. 
Fritts  infers,  to  God  as  Creator,  Sus¬ 
tained  Purposeful-planner,  and  Eternal 
Spirit  beyond  our  human  understanding, 
in  whose  presence  we  experience  awe 
and  wonder,  while  at  the  same  time  we 
feel  an  intimacy,  a  just  and  merciful 
love,  and  an  everlasting  kinship  that  sur¬ 
passes  our  human  comprehension. 

Lester  Sprenger 
Sarasota,  Florida 

Abstinence  is  Methodist 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  relate  my  recent  experience 
which  shows  how  little  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  taught  or  preached  in 
the  last  10  or  12  years  about  the  dangers 
in  the  use  of  alcohol. 

Recently  I  was  waiting  for  a  table  in  a 
restaurant  with  a  group  of  people.  When  I 
expressed  that  I  did  not  want  to  sit  down 
because  I  was  feeling  restless  and  up¬ 
tight,  a  new  acquaintance  suggested  that 
I  should  have  a  drink.  The  second  time 
she  suggested  it  I  explained  that  I  be¬ 
lieved  in  total  abstinence.  Then  a  second 
acquaintance  whom  I  have  known  for 
two  years  —  and  who  has  been  a  member 
of  and  attender  of  a  United  Methodist 
Church  for  at  least  10  to  12  years  —  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  first  person  that  my  belief 
came  from  my  conservative  Baptist  up¬ 
bringing. 

I  am  in  my  mid-50’s  and  have  always 
been  a  Methodist.  My  belief  comes  from 
my  early  Methodist  training 

What  has  her  Methodist  church  — 
“our”  Methodist  church  —  been  saying 
for  the  last  10  to  12  years  about  alcohol? 
Nothing! !  At  least  very  little. 

Isn’t  it  time  we  got  back  to  that  work? 

Mary  Inez  McCullough 
Avondale,  Arizona 

Movie  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  articles  you  have 
printed  concerning  the  new  movie.  “Life 
of  Brian.”  giving  us  fair  warning  that  it 
is  "blasphemy”  and  “holds  Christ  up  to 
comic  ridicule”  (TM/UMR.  September 
21). 

I  trust  the  United  Methodist  Church  as 
a  whole  will  take  some  stand  to  denounce 
it.  However.  I  wonder  if  it  would  be  effec¬ 
tive  if  each  of  our  churches,  individually, 
wrote  their  local  theaters  opposing  the 
film's  coming  to  their  theater.  Enough 
opposition  to  it  could  possibly  prevent  the 
film  from  being  shown  locally. 

How  wonderful  if  the  Christian 
community  could  speak  out  and  stop  this 
“sacrilege.” 

Sara  Lever 

Coral  Springs,  Florida 


doing.  It’s  strange  when  I  look  back  now; 
we  only  missed  one  campout  in  two 
years.  The  most  important  thing  in  these 
past  two  years  is  that  we  have  received 
much  spiritual  guidance  and  great  joy 
with  our  friends  in  sharing  and  worship¬ 
ing  in  church  services  together  in  the 
different  towns  where  our  campouts  are 
held.  We  have  met  some  wonderful,  God- 
loving  people. 

There  are  several  Psalms  which 
helped  me  through  trying  days.  Psalm 
28:1-2  was  one  of  these:  “To  Thee,  O 
Lord,  I  call;  my  rock,  be  not  deaf  to  me, 
lest,  if  thou  be  silent  to  me,  I  become  like 
those  who  go  down  to  the  pit.  Hear  the 
voice  of  my  supplication,  as  I  cry  to  thee 
for  help,  as  I  lift  up  my  hands  toward  thy 
most  holy  sanctuary.”  Another  is  Psalm 
9:10:  “And  those  who  know  thy  name  put 
their  trust  in  thee,  for  Thou,  O  Lord,  hast 
not  forsaken  those  who  seek  thee.”  I  also 
found  comfort  in  Psalm  12:5-6:  “But  I 
have  trusted  in  thy  steadfast  love;  my 
heart  shall  rejoice  in  thy  salvation.  I  will 
sing  to  the  Lord." 

Without  the  love  of  my  husband,  son 
and  daughter-in-law,  I  would  not  have 
had  the  courage  to  go  for  my  treatments. 
Having  a  new  fistula,  the  pain  was 
severe,  but  with  the  many  prayers,  love 
and  help  of  friends,  and  often  people 
whom  I  had  never  met  before  —  things 
are  just  great  today! 

Many  times  before  my  own  experi¬ 
ence,  talking  and  discussing  a  problem 
with  someone,  I  would  say,  "You’ve  got 
to  have  a  little  faith.”  When  I  was  alone  I 
would  often  wonder  —  if  I  were  in  that 
person’s  place,  what  would  be  my  reac^ 
tion.  Would  I  have  enough  faith?  Well, 
these  past  two  years  have  given  me 
greater  faith  than  I  have  ever  had  before. 

I  know  that  God  is  with  me  each  time  I  go 
for  my  treatments,  because  now  things 
are  much  easier  for  me  and  I  am  so 
grateful. 

God  is  also  represented  by  the  Greater 
Oklahoma  Dialysis.  These  people  who 
work  at  this  unit  are  dedicated,  loving 
people.  They  care  for  each  patient  as  if 
he  or  she  were  the  only  one  there.  Yes, 
they  are  performing  their  duties,  but 
they  also  have  love  in  their  hearts  and 
time  to  visit,  encourage  and  cheer  you. 

I  pray  each  night  that  the  Lord  will 
help  me  and  if  it  be  His  will,  “let  His  light 
shine  through  me.” 

I  hope  and  pray  that  these  past  two 
years,  especially,  have  made  me  more 
conscious  of  others  and  their  problems. 
The  Lord  has  been  so  good  to  me  and  I 
am  thankful  for  His  love  and  good  health 
He  has  given  me. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Leona 
McGee,  is  a  member  of  Douglas  Boule¬ 
vard  UMC  in  Midwest  City.  Oklahoma. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  to 
" Here  l  Stand"  or  "My  Witness."  Send 
type-written  submissions  to:  TM/UMR. 
P.  O.  Box  22 1076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


ening  our  very  existence.  The  challenge 
for  the  Christian  to  contend  with  then  is 
intriguing;  and  rather  than  the  recovery 
of  the  church  as  such.  I  am  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  rediscovery  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  called  to  face  a  world  of  life  and 
death  situations.  Of  course,  that  means  a 
shift  in  emphasis,  which  naturally  means 
a  departure  from  familiar  patterns  and 
places.  I  believe  the  age  of  simply 
“belonging  to  and  attending"  church  is 
an  age  that  is  gone  forever.  I  see  the 
church  in  the  process  of  becoming  some¬ 
thing  more,  maybe  best  illustrated  by  the 
following  historical  fact: 

In  1940,  a  decisive  battle  was  fought 
over  England.  It  was  called  the  “Battle 
of  Britain.”  All  of  the  strategy  for  the 
struggle  was  done  in  one  place  called 
“The  Operations  Center.”  It  was  there 
the  men  and  women  of  the  RAF.  met  to 
plan  and  prepare  for  the  deadly  fighting 
which  awaited  them  upon  their  depar¬ 
ture.  The  purpose  of  the  men  and  women 
who  served  was  indeed  clearly  defined 
and  there  was  no  doubt  about  it:  they 
were  united  in  their  effort  to  destroy  the 
oppression  that  was  harboring  over  their 
nation  and  the  world.  By  whatever 
method  or  tactic,  they  went  out  to  meet 
the  enemy  of  mankind.  Later,  we 
remember  that  this  effort  was  described 
as  “their  finest  hour.”  Someone  said, 
“The  battle  was  won  in  the  operations 
center.”  There  is  a  tragic  footnote  to  the 
story  however;  it  seems  that  after  the 
war,  the  operations  center  became  just  a 
meeting  place  until  it  caught  fire  recent¬ 
ly  and  was  burned  out  in  June  of  1979. 

Today  I  see  the  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ  making  a  slow  and  difficult  yet 
positive  transition  to  be  “confronters  of 
their  age”  and  the  church  becoming  a 
kind  of  “operations  center”  from  which 
the  followers  of  Christ  go  out  to  do  battle 
with  the  evil  forces  of  the  age  in  spite  of 
hardship  and  danger. 

It  is  certainly  understandable  that  the 
concept  of  the  church  assuming  respon¬ 
sibilities  for  confronting  and  assisting  in 
seeking  solutions  to  world  problems  is 
hard  to  grasp,  because  at  the  present 
time  many  of  us  recall  the  comfort  of  the 
church  we  once  knew  and  nostalgically 
long  for  a  return.  Also  the  “electronic 
church”  is  making  us  feel  guilty  that  we 
have  failed  to  maintain  the  church  as  it 
was  a  few  decades  ago.  We  are  reminded 
by  many  voices  that  we  need  to  get  back 
on  the  track. 

Well,  I’m  certainly  all  for  that;  how¬ 
ever,  it  might  be  surprising  where  the 
journey  takes  us  as  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ.  One  thing  for  sure,  I  doubt  if  it 
will  take  us  to  ease  and  comfort  and 
security,  but  maybe  “to  persecutions  and 
against  the  face  of  direct  dangers.” 
Nevertheless,  that  is  the  challenge  of  the 
future. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
David  W.  Bloor,  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Uhrichsville.  Ohio. 

TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition  at 
St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Las  Cruces.  New 
Mexico  (New  Mexico  Annual 
Conference). 

Each  week  about  750  subscriber- 
families  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  their 
own  local  church  news  printed  on  the 
front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  in  Las  Cruces  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find  your 
new  church  newspaper  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again:  "Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  Reporter).” 


To  Know  Him... 


The  World  in  My  Mirror 

A  personal  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ  will  take  you  from  utter 
darkness  to  the  brilliant  light  of  the 
Son.  And  nowhere  is  this  more 
vividly  demonstrated  than  in 
Margaret  Jean  Jones's  moving 
testimony,  The  World  in  My  Mirror 
Suffering  from  nearly  total  paralysis 
since  childhood,  Margaret  has 

ol  your  cokesbury  bookstore 


overcome  adversity  with  the 
limitless  power  and  flowing  love  of 
Jesus.  She  peers  lovingly  at  the 
world  through  a  hand-held  mirror, 
and  writes  of  it  sensitively.  This  is 
her  story — one  that  will  inspire 
you,  like  Joni;  give  you  hope,  like 
The  Hiding  Place.  It  is  an 
unforgettable  and  thoroughly 
spiritual  book.  $7.95 
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Sexuality  study  proposed 

Women’s  Division  calls  on  UMC  to  examine  issue 


Bishop  offers  Pope  John  Paul  II  gift  from  United  Methodist  Church 


WASHINGTON.  D.C.  —  On  behalf  of  the  United  Methodists, 
says  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  as  he  greets  Pope  John  Paul  II 
here  Oct.  7  and  presents  him  a  red  leather-bound  copy  of  John 
Wesley’s  “Letter  to  a  Roman  Catholic."  Wesley  wrote  the 
letter  in  1749  to  a  Roman  Catholic,  appealing  to  the  Christian 
spirit  of  all  people  and  emphasizing  that  Christian  love  is  more 

Ordination,  membership  deferred 


important  than  denominational  barriers. 

In  a  personal  letter  to  the  pope  placed  in  the  hook  jacket. 
Bishop  Mathews  commended  the  spiritual  leader  of  the 
world’s  Catholics  for  uplifting  the  spirit  of  all  people  in 
America  during  his  seven  day  visit. 

RICHARD  RAII.EY  PHOTO 


Diaconate  compromise  reached 


Bv  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

'  NASHVILLE  —  A  head-on  collision 
between  two  types  of  ministers  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  —  the  ordained 
clergy  and  the  non-ordained, 
professional  church  worker  —  was 
narrowly  averted  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  (BHEM)  here 
Oct.  10-12. 

A  compromise  proposal  adopted  on  the 
final  morning  of  the  meeting  defused  the 
issue  and  put  the  90-member  board  in  a 
position  to  debate  and  consider  the  issue 
across  the  next  four  years. 

The  i96ue  sprang  from  proposals  that 
would  move  the  diaconal  minister  from 
the  category  of  the  lay  worker  into  the 
ranks  of  the  ordained  clergy.  Diaconal 
ministers  are  presently  professional  lay 
persons  in  such  fields  as  Christian 
education,  church  administration  and 
•music  ministry  who  have  been  certified 
and  consecrated  by  an  annual 
conference. 

The  compromise  proposal  which  was 
hammered  out  by  representatives  from 
the  board’s  four  divisions  and  adopted  by 
the  entire  board,  put  BHEM  on  record  to 
move  toward  a  “permanent  diaconate" 
by  1984  But  it  postponed  action  on 

Clergy  supply 
noted  ‘holding’ 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Anxiety  over  the 
future  supply  of  ministers  to  serve  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  uncalled  for. 
a  church  consultant  told  the 
denominations’s  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  here  last  week. 

But  concern  and  watchfulness  are 
needed,  said  John  Dybal  of  Skokie.  Ill 
For  the  long  range  projections  he 
presented  he  said  are  “tenuous."  He 
reported  the  summary  results  of  a 
statistical  survey  commissioned  by  the 
division  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

“If  current  trends  tend  to  follow  in 
expected  patterns.”  he  said,  “the 
relative  supply  and  demand  for 
ministers  across  the  denomination  will 
hold  for  the  next  10  to  12  years." 

Among  those  trends  he  said  were:  (l)a 
continuing  modest  decline  in  UMC 
membership  to  9.3  million  by  1990  and  (2) 
a  small  decrease  in  full  members  of 
annual  conferences  coupled  with  a  slight 
increase  in  probationary  (new) 
members. 

“Should  the  church  experience  huge 
membership  declines  (50.000  or  more  per 
year)  or  huge  increases  into  the 
ministry,  either  situation  will  lead  to  an 
oversupply  of  clergy  persons.”  he  noted. 

Mr.  Dybal.  who  is  to  become  the  new 
research  director  of  the  Princeton 
Religion  Research  Center  founded  by 
pollster  George  Gallup,  stressed  that  his 
figures  apply  only  to  the  overall  clergy 
situation  and  not  to  individual  annual 
conferences.  Some  conferences,  notably 
those  located  in  the  northeast  section  of 
the  U.S.,  show  an  over-supply  now  and 
will  continue  to  due  to  declining  and 
shifting  population. 


ordaining  diaconal  ministers  or  giving 
them  membership  in  the  annual 
conference. 

The  General  Conference  meeting  in 
April  will  receive  the  proposal  that 
BHEM  develop  a  “wholistie"  concept  of 
ministry  with  “specific  reference  to  a 
permanent  diaconate  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  including  orders,  function, 
annual  conference  membership  and 
itineracy."  The  study  is  to  be  completed 
during  the  next  qqadrennium  with  final 
recommendations  to  be  presented  to  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

The  immediate  prospect  of  ordaining 
diaconal  ministers,  however,  is  not  dead. 
Delegates  to  the  1980  General  Conference 
will  face  it  in  a  report  from  a  special 
four-year  study  committee  ordered  by 
the  last  General  Conference  which  is 
recommending  ordination  for  diaconal 
ministers  (see  TM/UMR,  Oct.  12).  The 
diaconal  ministry  division  of  BHEM 
rejected  that  section  of  the  study 
committee  report  whiie  concurring  with 
much  of  the  remainder. 

Positive  feeling 

“I  feel  positive  about  the  board 
action."  said  Rosalie  Bentzinger,  staff 
executive  for  the  Division  of  Diaconal 
Ministry.  “We  have  been  hoping  for  a 
permanent  diaconate  and  the  board  has 
said  it  will  help  us  reach  that  goal. 

"Diaconal  ministers  are  people  who 
have  been  called  by  God.  have  responded 
to  Him.  equipped  themselves  with 
education  and  skills,  and  are  employed 
by  the  church."  Ms.  Bentzinger  told 
TM/UMR  "They  are  not  considered 
laity  by  the  laity.  They  want  full 
participation  in  as  well  as  accountability 
to  an  annual  cohference." 

On  the  other  hand,  persons  speaking 
for  the  ordained  ministry  position 

pointed  fo  “1.500  years  of  church 
tradition"  being  overturned  by  the 

proposal  to  abolish  the  office  of  deacon 
and  by  what  appeared  to  be 

“expansion'  concepts  advocated  by 
the  diaconal  ministry  position. 
Furthermore,  they  noted  the  confusion  in 
having  non-itinerant,  ministerial 
members  of  an  annual  conference  who 
are  not  under  appointment  by  a  bishop  — 
diaconal  ministers  —  while  at  the  same 
time  having  itinerant  ordained 
ministerial  members  who  are  under 
appointment  by  a  bishop  —  the 
traditional  clergy. 

The  majority  of  the  board  members 
seemed  to  agree  that  the  time  was  ripe 
for  the  church  to  undertake  a 

comprehensive  study  of  ministry  and  all 
that  it  touches:  ordination,  deacons  and 
elders  orders,  diaconal  ministry, 
itineracy,  membership  in  annual 
conference,  appointment  by  a  bishop  and 
other  such  matters.  But  hasty  action 
without  time  for  theological,  scriptural 
and  historical  reflection  as  well  as 
clarity  in  legislation  to  incorporate  all 
expressions  of  the  church's  ministry, 
many  said  would  be  unfortunate. 

Bishop  Ralph  Alton.  Indianapolis  Area 
and  president  of  the  board,  applauded 
the  final  proposal  and  described  it  as 
a  “rising  sun"  which  could  illuminate  the 
future  shape  of  ministry  in  the  church. 

In  other  action  the  board: 

•  approved  expanded  responsibilities 


for  the  University  Senate,  one  of  which  is 
to  assume  the  function  of  the  Continuing 
Committee  on  Black  Colleges,  which  is  to 
be  dissolved,  in  its  monitoring  of  the 
Black  College  Fund  ; 

•  asked  that  an  amount  equalling  one 
percent  of  a  local  church’s  operating 
b'-.dget  be  set  as  a  goal  for  the  United 
Methodist  Student  Day  offering, 
declaring  the  “most  important 
message"  the  church  can  send  to  its 
colleges  and  students  is  the 
“demonstration  that  it  cares  about  their 
survival"; 

•  viewed  with  “alarm"  a  proposal  by 
United  Methodist  Communications  that 
it  set  guidelines  and  evaluations  for 
communication  efforts  by  the  board, 
stating  that  such  procedures  by  ] 
“outside"  groups  is  “inappropriate"; 

•  perfected  entrance  and  exit  ‘ 
procedures  for  ministers  in  an  annual 
conference. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PHILADELPHIA  -  The  national 
directors  of  United  Methodist  Women 
approved  a  study  paper  here  on  human 
sexuality  that  they  want  referred  to  the 
total  church. 

The  Women's  Division  will  petition  the 
General  Conference  next  April  to  receive 
their  “Study  Document  on  Human  Sex¬ 
uality"  and  refer  it  to  all  local  churches, 
annual  conferences  and  general  boards 
and  agencies  as  a  guide  for  study. 

The  paper  calls  on  United  Methodists 
to  examine  the  biblical  and  theological 
roots  of  their  understanding  of  sexuality 
and  relate  the  human  sciences  to  these 
understandings  as  well  as  applying  the 
experience  of  contemporary  Christians. 

The  fact  that  sexuality  is  commonly 
associated  with  “sin"  in  the  popular 
mind  is  cited  as  a  real  block  to  open 
discussion  of  sexuality,  the  paper  says. 
“The  basic  form  of  sexual  sin  lies 
precisely  in  our  alienation  from  our 
sexuality  ...  for  at  its  root,  sin  always 
involves  three  interwoven  alienations: 
separation  from  self,  from  neighbors, 
and  from  God,"  the  study  guide  states. 

Directors  of  the  1.2  million-member 
women’s  organization  in  session  Oct.  12- 
15  also  petitioned  the  General  Conference 
to  delete  two  statements  in  the  "Book  of 
Discipline"  regarding  homosexuality. 
The  first  is  the  “Social  Principles" 
sentence  that  states,  “  .  .  .  though  we  do 
not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  consider  this  practice  incompat¬ 
ible  with  Christian  teaching."  The 
second  deletion  is  Par.  No.  906.13  prohib¬ 
iting  the  funding  of  any  "gay"  caucus  or 
use  of  funds  to  promote  homosexuality. 

The  recommendations  were  brought  to 
the  division  by  its  specifically-appointed 
eight-member  Task  Force  on  Human 
Sexuality,  chaired  by  Martha  King  of 
Rome,  Ga.  The  division  voted  to  create 
the  task  force  a  year  ago  and  appointed 
the  members  during  its  session  last 
April. 

Policy  action  delayed 

On  a  related  issue,  action  was  delayed 
until  fall  1980  —  “after  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  speaks"  —  on  a  recommendation 
that  the  division  support  a  "non-discrim- 
inatory  employment  policy  with  regard 
to  sexual  orientation.  " 

“Our  task  was  to  write  a  study  docu¬ 
ment  —  not  to  recommend  policy,"  Ruth 
Daughtery  of  Reading,  Pa.,  said  in 
explaining  her  opposition  to  the  divis¬ 
ion's  supporting  a  non-discriminatory 
personnel  policy. 

She  said  she  believed  deletion  of  the 
paragraphs  previously  cited  from  the 
“Book  of  Discipline"  is  necessary  if  the 
church  is  to  have  an  atmosphere  of 
“openness,  clarity  and  Christian 
charity"  for  a  study  of  human  sexuality.  / 
But,  Ms.  Daughtery  said,  “We  negate 
the  possibility  for  openness  if  we  take  a 
stand  on  employment  now.  Further,  it  is 
a  stand  understood  by  most  of  the  church 
as  being  in  opposition  to  the  ‘Social 
Principles'."  The  motion  to  delay  the 
recommendation  until  fall,  1980  was 
introduced  and  adopted  to  keep  the 
division  from  possibly  going  on  record 
against  an  open  personnel  policy. 

After  perfecting  the  human  sexuality 
paper,  by  removing  a  large  section  of 
material  categorized  as  “advocating 
homosexuality,"  the  study  paper 
received  only  one  “no"  vote  and  four 
abstentions.  Sixty-four  voted  approval. 


Union  plan  to  be  drawn 
by  consultation  group 


INDIANAPOLIS,  -  The  10- 
denomination  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (COCU)  has  decided  to  begin 
drawing  up  new  plans  on  how  a  united 
church  might  be  put  together. 

With  broad  agreement  among  leaders 
of  the  10  on  theological  issues,  and  an  ex¬ 
pected  agreement  on  ministry  due  in 
January,  the  COCU  executive  commit¬ 
tee  acted  here  last  month  to  get  structure 
proposals  on  the  table  by  the  mid-1980s. 

For  the  past  several  years  COCU  has 
been  testing  union  models  at  the  local 
level.  Reports  on  the  results  are  due  in 
the  spring  of  1981. 

The  COCU  executive  committee,  chair¬ 
ed  by  the  Rev.  Rachel  Henderlite,  Aus¬ 
tin,  Texas,  COCU  president,  approved  at 
its  meeting  the  setting  up  of  a  new  com¬ 
mission  of  church  order.  The  denomina¬ 
tions  each  will  appoint  one  or  two  mem¬ 
bers,  hopefully  by  January. 

The  broad-based  union  movement 


currently  includes  churches  represent¬ 
ing  all  three  major  forms  of  church 
government  —  episcopal,  presbyterian, 
and  congregational  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  an  active  participant. 

COCU  embraces  denominations  with 
more  than  20  million  members  in  the  U- 
nited  States  and  has  been  involved  in 
union  talks  for  17  years. 

The  union  effort  has  been  mowing 
cautiously  since  1970  when  church  mem¬ 
bers  showed  basic  acceptance  of  faith, 
worship  and  sacraments  in  a  union  plan 
but  reacted  coolly  to  parts  of  the  plan  re¬ 
lated  to  ministry,  order  and  structure. 

Agreement  on  ministry  now  seems 
near  enough  that  COCU  has  scheduled  a 
special  session  in  Cincinnati  January  22- 
24  to  act  on  the  issue. 

Any  agreements  reached  by  the  10 
delegates  from  each  denomination  to  the 
COCU  meetings  are  then  forwarded  to 
the  denominations  for  consideration. 


Dr.  Gerald  Downie,  of  Kankakee,  III., 
who  voted  "no,"  said  he  believed  the 
issue  of  human  sexuality  would  be  better 
seen  and  discussed  in  the  broader 
perspective  of  the  hedonism  which 
permeates  society.  He  said  that  as  a 
family  doctor,  he  believes  homosexuality 
is  “largely  a  learned  phase  of  behavior 
which  most  people  pass  through  to  a 
more  mature  level  of  sexuality.” 
‘Crossroads’ 

Debate  on  the  task  force  recommenda¬ 
tions  took  more  than  three  hours  of  plen¬ 
ary  time  on  Sunday,  and  was  seen  as  a 
“crossroads"  for  the  Women’s  Division. 
The  group  has  been  embroiled  in  contro¬ 
versy  and  divided  among  itself  since  the 
April  firing  of  Joan  Clark,  a  lesbian  and 
former  staff  person  for  United  Methodist 
Women  in  the  Dallas  region. 

UMW  President  Mai  Gray,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  said  she  had  received  311 
letters  and  telegrams  expressing  support 
or  non-support  for  the  decision  “If  we 
thought  the  April  meeting  was  difficult, 
we  have  found  the  intervening  months  to 
be  equally  difficult,"  she  said.  "To  dwell 
on  or  relive  the  past  is  not  helpful.  The 
way  we  act  on  the  task  force  report  (on 
human  sexuality)  will  determine  our 
future  on  this  issue.  We  stand  at  a 
crossroads." 

At  the  close  of  the  first  plenary  on  the 
opening  night,  Anna  Collins  of 
Washington,  DC.,  moved  that  the 
division  “rehire  Joan  Clark."  A 
substitute  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  personnel  committee  prevailed  by  a 
vote  of  46-12  with  no  abstentions.  At  press 
time,  the  personnel  committee  had  not 
reported  back  to  the  division  with  a 
recommendation. 


Present  for  the  first  two  days  of 
meetings  —  although  not  invited  by  the 
Women's  Division  —  were  16-20  persons 
representing  the  Joan  Clark  Defense 
Fund  and  Affirmation:  United  Metho¬ 
dists  for  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns,  an 
unofficial  caucus  group  Joan  Clark  was 
present  intermittently.  These  groups  had 
sent  a  thick  dossier  of  letters  and  a 
“supplemental  agenda"  to  division 
members  in  advance,  stating  that  they 
wanted  dialogue  on  “understanding 
homophobia  (the  fear  of  homosexuality 
in  oneself  or  others),"  “exploring 
theologial  dimensions,"  “reinstating 
Joan  Clark  as  an  employee"  and  “signs 
of  reconciliation." 

The  "ecumenical  witness  team"  in 
support  of  Ms.  Clark  was  unable  to  get 
the  floor  in  spite  of  repeated  efforts  in  the 
section  on  Christian  Social  Relations. 
During  several  noontime,  dinner-hour 
and  late-evening  gatherings  —  attended 
by  virtually  no  division  members  —  the 
group  expressed  "shock"  at  the  "cold- 
shoulder  treatment"  they  were  receiv¬ 
ing. 

The  Rev.  Carter  Hayward,  an 
Episcopalian,  said,  “We  should  have 
been  invited,  but  instead  our  presence  is 
experienced  as  offensive.  We  feel  cal  ' 
by  God  to  be  here  and  to  make  this 
witness." 

A  United  Church  of  Christ  minister,  the 
Rev.  Bill  Johnson,  of  New  York  City, 
said,  “I  feel  like  I  am  attending  the 
funeral  of  the  division.  The  Women's 
Division  has  capitulated  to  the  bishops  of 
the  church  and  to  the  new  wave  of 
Christian  fascism  in  the  church 
represented  by  the  Good  News’ 
movement." 


the  church  today 


North  Georgia  committee 
supports  black  clergy  efforts 

ATLANTA  —  The  Committee  on 
Church  and  Society  of  the  North  Georgia 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  released  a  statement,  Oct.  2,  in 
support  of  “the  efforts  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Lowery,  Dr.  Jesse  Jackson,  and  other 
leaders  in  the  black  community  to  affirm 
both  Israelis  and  Palestinians  and  to 
generate  an  opening  of  communications 
between  these  conflicting  groups. " 

The  one-page  statement,  drafted  by  the 
Rev.  Norton  Campbell  of  Atlanta  and 
unanimously  endorsed  by  the  committee, 
also  called  on  the  U.S.  government  to 
“assert  its  basic  need  to  communicate 
with  all  sides  in  this  issue  and  to  increase 
efforts  to  bring  all  sides  into  communica¬ 
tions  with  each  other." 

The  statement  stated  further  that  “in 
an  issue  which  vitally  affects  the  peace  of 
the  entire  world,  it  behooves  the  church 
and  churchmen  to  act  on  behalf  of  the 
basic  rights  of  all  peoples  when  govern¬ 
ment  cannot  or  will  not."  Dr.  Lowery  is 
pastor  of  Central  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta. 

Unofficial  UM  groups 
to  debate  role  of  women 
NASHVILLE  —  Two  unofficial  United 
Methodist  caucus  groups  have  agreed  to 
a  dialogue  on  the  role  of  women  in  the 
church  Nov.  2  in  Indianapolis. 

The  liberal  “Coalition  for  the  Whole 
Gospel”  issued  the  challenge  during  its 
Sept.  28-29  meeting  here  to  the  “Good 
News"  movement,  an  evangelical 
caucus  with  United  Methodism. 

The  action  was  prompted  by  views  on 
women  expressed  by  John  N.  Oswalt  at 
the  annual  “Good  News"  convocation  in 
Ashland,  Ohio  in  July.  Coalition 
members  characterized  as  “shocking  in 
the  extreme"  Mr.  Oswalt’s  contention 
that  woman’s  role  is  “the  civilization  of 
the  male."  Mr.  Oswalt  is  a  professor  of 
Old  Testament  language  and  literature 
at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 
Wilmore,  Ky. 

The  dialogue  about  "An  Evangelical 
Perspective  on  Women  in  the  Church" 
was  agreed  to  by  Dr.  Paul  Mickey,  the 
president  of  “Good  News"  of  Duke  Divin¬ 
ity  School,  Durham,  N.  C. 

Chicago  area  bishop 
opposes  casino  gambling 

CHICAGO  —  Opposition  to  casino 
gambling  as  a  means  of  gaining  new 
revenue  for  the  city  was  expressed  by 
Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn  of  the  Chicago 
Area  to  Mayor  Jane  Byrne  in  a  Sept.  14 
letter. 

The  bishop  told  the  mayor  United 
Methodists  have  watched  “with  interest 
and  appreciation  your  efforts  to  foster 
integrity  and  honesty  in  Chicago’s 


government.  Now  you  have  proposed 
casino  gambling  .  .  .  How  can  you 
continue  to  clean  up  a  city  on  the  one 
hand  while  on  the  other  hand  you  offer 
such  a  destructive  proposal  for  the  popu¬ 
lation?” 

Reiterating  the  church’s  opposition  to 
legalized  gambling  he  urged  the  mayor 
to  “reconsider."  Bishop  Washburn 
concluded,  “You  can  count  on  our  opposi¬ 
tion  to  your  proposal. " 

In  an  open  letter  to  church  members  in 
the  Northern  Illinois  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  the  bishop  urged  them  to 
“flood  Mayor  Byrne’s  desk  with  similar 
communications.” 

Interim  manager  named 
for  Scarritt  College 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  Rev. 
Donald  J.  Welch,  Spartanburg,  S.  C.,  has 
been  named  interim  manager  of  Scarritt 
College,  effective  immediately  and  con¬ 
tinuing  through  December  1979. 

Mr.  Welch  is  on  leave  from  United 
Methodist-related  Wofford  College  where 
he  is  campus  minister  and  director  of 
counseling  and  church-college  relations. 
He  was  appointed  by  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry- 
after  Scarritt  trustees,  meeting  Sept.  28, 
asked  the  board  to  take  over  interim 
management  of  the  school  and  conduct  a 
comprehensive  study  of  its  future 
financial  and  academic  potential 

The  college  is  facing  a  $200,000  deficit 
in  its  current  operations,  according  to 
Betsy  K.  Ewing,  chairperson  of  the 
Scarritt  trustees. 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


In  heaven  already 

“I  feel  like  I’m  in  heaven  already." 
says  retired  UM  missionary  Welthv 
Honsinger  Fisher  as  she  enloys  the  300 
friends  gathered  to  celebrate  her 
100th  birthday  in  New  York  City.  She 
says  she  plans  to  “hang  around  to  see 
what  happens  in  the  second  century." 
Dr.  Fisher  re-visited  China  at  age  98 
to  see  old  friends  such  as  Mme.  Sun 
Yat-sen.  She  also  served  many  years 
in  India. 

Hot  dogs  for  the  church 

"Take  me  out  to  the  ball  game" 
took  on  a  different  meaning  for  some 
members  of  Kingswood.  Burleson  and 
Everman  UMCs  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
this  summer.  Instead  of  buying 
peanuts  and  Cracker  Jacks,  they  were 
selling  hot  dogs,  nachos,  corn  dogs 
land  drinks  at  the  Texas  Ranger 


baseball  games.  Margaret  Pruitt 
.  from  Kingswood  said  23  different 
workers  earned  about  $630  for  six 
nights'  work  for  the  church  budget 
About  that  many  from  Everman 
earned  approximately  the  same 
amount  for  their  Lord’s  Acre  project. 
"We  have  had  a  good  time  and  feel 
like  we've  done  something 
worthwhile,"  Mrs.  Pruitt  says. 

A  huge  check 

“I’m  still  in  shock."  says  Gerald  N. 
Battle  as  he  holds  a  check  more  than 
three  feet  long  and  one  foot  wide  for 
$1,432.  The  occasion  was  Gerry’s 
retirement  after  34  years  of  working 
for  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  in  Nashville  in  the  retail  sales 
division.  A  member  of  McKendree 
UMC.  he  received  the  check  from 
friends  and  colleagues  in  the 
publishing  industry. 


Gerald  Rattle 


‘ANABELLE” 


This  young  lady  loves  Sunday 
School  and  she  is  all  “dressed  up," 
ready  to  attend  class.  Anabelle  is 
from  the  Philippines,  receiving  care 
in  a  Christian  orphanage  located  in 
Manila.  Both  parents  suffer  from 
tuberculosis  and  are  unable  to 
support  their  children,  so  Anabelle 
lives  at  the  orphanage. 

You  could  help  by  becoming  her 
sponsor,  or  sponsoring  another 
deserving  youngster  like  her. 
WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  has 
assisted  children  since  1965.  The 
corporation  is  U.S.  government 
approved;  all  donations  are  tax 
deductible. 

In  1978  WCI  sent  88%  of  all  funds 
received  on  overseas  for  the 
children. 

The  cost  of  sponsorship  is  only  $10 
a  month.  What  a  blessing  you  would 
be  to  “your”  special  child.  The 
sponsor  is  given  full  details  on  “his" 
child:  name,  address,  photo  and 
case  history. 

Won’t  you  join  our  family  of 
sponsors?  Please  write  for  more 
infonmation. 


:o  sponsor  a  child  where 

the  need  is  greatest _ 

I  prefer  a  child  in _ _ 

Enclosed  is  payment  for  first 
month 
For  full  year 


Street _ — 

City _ _ _ 

State  and  Zip _ _  .  ... _ 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  A  Ivey.  Director.  P  O. 
Box  2979.  Winter  Haven.  Fla  33880 
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Next  Sunday  is  UM  ‘great  day  of  singing’ 

Early  Wesleyan  songs  sang  theology 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 
Early  Methodism  in  England  was 
famous  for  its  songs.  In  rare  com¬ 
bination.  God  had  provided  both  John 
and  Charles  Wesley.  John  was  the 
organizer,  book  writer,  and  the¬ 
ologian;  Charles  was  the  hymn 
writer. 

Altogether.  Charles  composed  over 
6,000  hymns.  Many  of  these  songs 
were  little  better  than  doggerel ;  other 
were  great  —  and  have  become 
classics.  But  all  of  them  had  one  thing 
in  common;  they  taught  evangelical 
theology! 

When  Methodism  spread  to  the 
United  States,  the  hymns  and 
theology  crossed  on  the  same  boat. 
And  soon  people  everywhere  were 
singing: 

He  breaks  the  power  of 
canceled  sin. 

He  sets  the  prisoner  free; 

His  blood  can  make 
the  foulest  clean; 

His  blood  availed  for  me. 

But  in  those  primitive  days,  the 
hymns  and  music  were  not  printed  in 
the  same  book  —  and  hymnals  were 
scarce.  Because  of  this,  the  circuit 
riders  packed  their  saddlebags  with 
as  many  hymnals  as  possible  —  and 
then  “lined”  the  hymns. 

“Lining”  a  hymn  meant  that  a  line 
was  first  read  by  the  leader  and  then 
sung  by  the  congregation.  And  since 
there  were  no  standard  tunes,  a  hymn 
might  be  sung  with  one  melody  at  one 
place  and  quite  another  a  few  miles 
away.  It  was  in  this  fashion  that  many 
famous  hymns  finally  met  a  tune  that 
was  so  suitable  they  became  wedded 
for  life. 

An  example  of  this  is  “Amazing 
Grace.”  Written  by  John  Newton,  a 
former  slaver  who  had  even  used 
thumbscrews  on  his  slaves,  the  words 
were  very  popular  and  were  sung  to 
many  tunes.  Finally,  a  Methodist 
preacher  somewhere  lined  it  and  the 
people  sang  it  to  the  tune  of  an  old  folk 
song  —  Loving  Lamb. 


The  slow,  mournful  rhythm  of  the 
adapted  tune  was  just  right;  and  one 
can  imagine  the  enthusiasm  of  a  back- 
woods  crowd,  starved  for  music  and 
assurance,  as  they  sang: 

Amazing  grace! 

how  sweet  the  sound. 

That  saved  a  wretch  like  me! 

I  once  was  lost. 

but  now  am  found. 

Was  blind,  but  now  I  see. 

All  the  hymns  that  were  used  were 
not  of  the  quality  of  those  composed 
by  John  Newton,  Isaac  Watts,  or 
Charles  Wesley.  A  famous  camp 
meeting  song  went  like  this : 

Pray,  cast  a  look  on 
that  bier. 

A  corpse  must  preach  today. 


It  tells  the  old.  the  young, 
the  fair.  ^ 

That  house  is  built  of  clay. 

And  another,  which  must  have 
generated  tremendous  enthusiasm 
went  like  this: 

O  give  him  glory, 

O  give  him  glory, 

O  give  him  glory, 
for  glory  is  his  own. 

And  I  will  give  him  glory. 

Arise  and  give  him  glory, 
for  glory  is  his  own. 

This  kind  of  singing  changed  lives; 
helped  tame  the  West;  encouraged 
the  despondent;  and  challenged  the 
believers.  It  also  taught  theology! 

Mr.  Ludwig  is  a  free  lance  writer 
living  in  Tucson.  Arizona. 


BARTOW.  Fla.  —  United  Methodists  are  still  singing  and  trying  new  ways  to 
communicate  through  music.  “Hand  poetry"  was  introduced  as  a  new  form  of 
during  a  weekend  music  workshop,  shown  above,  sponsored  by  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Bartow. 

Nine  churches  participated  —  six  United  Methodist,  two  Presbyterian  and  one 
Nazarene  —  with  children,  youth  and  adults  learning  new  anthems,  new  methods 
of  learning  and  new  wa  vs  of  presenting  music. 
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UM  social  action  board  proposes 
health  care  policy,  other  actions 


By  SHARON  MI  ELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  A  new  United 
Methodist  policy  statement  on  national 
health  care  delivery  will  be  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  for  consideration  by  the  1980 
General  Conference. 

The  social  action  agency  is  one  of  four 
church  agencies  involved  in  drafting  the 
new  statement  which  has  already  under¬ 
gone  10  revisions.  The  policy  statement 
vote  was  34-18  with  two  abstentions  by 
the  board  during  its  Oct.  2-6  meeting 
here. 

The  statement  will  urge  United 
Methodists  to  “recognize  the  need  for  cer¬ 
tain  fundamental  changes”  in  health  care 
services  and  support  adoption  of  a 
national  health  policy  which  will  provide 
comprehensive  care. 

It  also  calls  on  UMs  to  “choose  in¬ 
dividual  and  family  life  styles  which  are 
conducive  to  good  health.” 

State  Supreme  Court  Judge  James 
Dolliver  of  Olympia,  Wash.,  said  that  the 
statement  is  really  in  support  of  national 
health  insurance  and  assumes  that  the 
nation’s  present  system  is  a  bad  system 
rather  than  a  relatively  good  system  with 
some  “cracks”  where  people  fall  out. 

He  accused  the  board  of  taking  the 
“easy  route”  of  trying  to  make  “syst¬ 
emic”  changes  rather  than  addressing 
specific  problems  in  the  present  system. 
He  said  while  he  could  support  the  right 
to  health  care,  he  could  not  support  a 
federal  take-over  of  health  care. 

Dr.  Grover  Bagby  of  the  board’s 
General  Welfare  division  said,  “This  pro¬ 
posal  calls  for  careful  regulation  by  the 
government  —  not  a  takeover  of  funding 
or  delivery." 

The  health  care  policy  is  one  of  22  new 
resolutions  which  the  board  will 
recommend  to  the  General  conference, 
along  with  14  revisions  of  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  last  meeting  of  the 
church's  top  legislative  body. 

Among  the  batch  of  resolutions  on  a 
wide  range  of  social  issues  are  the  follow¬ 


ing  which  will  propose  that  United 
Methodists: 

•  Support  affirmative  action  programs 
and  affirm  equal  employment  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  laypersons  in  church 
agencies  and  institutions  wherever  it  is 
not  prohibited  by  the  “Book  of 
Discipline"; 

•  Oppose  the  calling  of  a  U.  S.  Con¬ 
stitutional  Convention  on  the  basis  that 
this  is  a  “less  democratic  procedure  for 
which  virtually  no  guidelines  have  been 
set”; 

•  Urge  ratification  of  the  Constitution¬ 
al  Amendment  providing  the  District  of 
Columbia  with  full  voting  representation 
in  Congress; 

•  Oppose  deprogramming  techniques 
to  "correct"  the  beliefs  of  those  who  have 
joined  cults  as  an  interference  with  con¬ 
stitutional  liberties; 

•  Oppose  inclusion  of  churches  in  any 
“lobby  disclosure”  legislation  in  that 
such  requirements  by  the  government 
could  severly  handicap  the  UMC  in 
implementing  its  Social  Principles  and 
“inhibit  religion”; 

•  Support  the  right  of  the  church  to 
define  which  organizations  are  integral 
to  the  church’s  mission  and  which  are  not 

/to  meet  tax  regulations; 

•  Exert  leadership  wherever  possible 
national  and  internationally  in  support  of 
equal  rights  for  women; 

•  Support  the  international  boycott  of 

Nestle  and  its  subsidiaries  until  its 
marketing,  advertising,  and  distribution 
practices  of  infant  formula  in  the  Third 
World  are  reformed ;  ? 


Oppose  compulsory  registration  and 
induction  of  persons  into  any  system  of 
military  or  civilian  service; 

•  Urge  developed  nations  deeply 
involved  in  Southern  Africa  to  develop 
policies  which  respond  to  the  needs  and 
rights  of  all  the  people,  not  just  a 
minority,  and  work  for  an  end  to  the 
dominance  of  a  white  minority  over  a 
black  majority; 

•  Call  upon  the  U.S.  and  USSR  to  call  a 
moratorium  on  research  and  deployment 
of  nuclear  weapons  systems  during  the 
SALT  process ; 

•  Reaffirm  the  UMC’s  historic  support 
for  the  United  Nations  and  work  for 
ratification  of  the  Human  Rights 
Covenants  —  noting  the  “reservations” 
filed  by  the  U.  S.  State  Department; 

•  Support  Palestinian  self-determi¬ 
nation  and  statehood  on  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza  Strip,  and  urge  governments  to 
seek  the  participation  of  both  Israel  and 
the  PLO  in  all  future  negotiations; 

•  Study  the  role  of  transnational  cor¬ 
porations; 

•  Support  the  right  of  Native  people  to 
live  as  Native  people  (American  Indian, 
Alaskan  and  Hawaiian  Native)  in  this 
country  as  “they  struggle  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  their  culture  in  a  world  intent 
upon  their  assimilation,  westernization 
and  absorption;  ”  and, 

•  Study  and  become  involved  in 
agricultural  and  rural  life  issues. 

Included  in  the  text  of  each  resolution 
is  a  biblical/theological  statement  and 
reference  to  the  church’s  “Social 
Principles.” 


Worker  helps  retarded 
people  learn  to  cope 


Contest  offered  on  ‘best, ’  ‘worst’ gift 

Group  urges  alternative  Christmas  celebrations 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  worst  gifts  given  last 
Christmas  may  not  be  highly  valued  by 
those  who  received  them,  but  one  of  those 
presents  is  worth  $500  to  its  recipient’s 
(avorite  charity.  One  of  the  best  gifts 
given  last  year  is  worth  another  $500. 

As  part  of  its  effort  to  encourage 
alternative  ways  of  celebrating 
Christmas,  the  national  Alternatives 
organization  is  planning  a  contest  in 
which  people  may  describe  the  best  or 
worst  gift  they  received.  The  person  with 
the  top  gift  in  each  category  may 
designate  a  charity  to  receive  the  $500 
award.  Specific  guidelines  for  the  contest 
are  still  being  drawn  up  and  will  soon  be 
announced,  according  to  Bob  Kochtitzky, 
executive  director  of  Alternatives,  a  non¬ 
profit  organization  founded  to  work  for 
celebrations  and  lifestyles  which  he 
describes  as  “more  life-supporting  and 
person-oriented.” 

In  addition  to  helping  people  take  a 
look  at  the  way  they  celebrate 
Christmas,  the  contest  is  also  a  “hook"  to 
draw  media  attention,  the  United 
Methodist  layman  freely  says,  pointing 
out  it  is  necessary  to  keep  finding  new 


ways  to  draw  people’s  attention  to 
alternatives  to  commercial  ways  of 
celebrating. 

“The  way  we  celebrate  is  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg,"  Mr.  Kochtitzky  said,  pointing 
out  that  simpler  and  more  meaningful 
ways  of  celebrating  such  occasions  as 
Christmas  can  be  applied  to  entire  con¬ 
sumer-oriented  lifestyles.  "We  approach 
it  through  focusing  on  celebrations 
because  it  scares  people  to  approach 
them  about  changing  their  lifestyles.”  he 
said. 

“We  scratch  people  where  they  itch, 
and  they  itch  over  the  prostitution  of 
Christmas." 

Mr  Kochtitzky  said  the  organization 
would  like  to  see  the  $13  billion  estimated 
by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce 
(over  usual  retail  sales)  for  this 
Christmas  diverted  to  hunger  and  other 
relief  efforts.  The  traditional  emphasis 
on  the  “Sell-a-bration”  of  Christmas  is 
already  obvious,  he  noted. 

“It  is  almost  as  if  retailers  kidnap  the 
baby  Jesus  and  hold  him  for  $13  billion  in 
sales,  then  return  him  on  Christmas."  he 
said  last  week  at  a  luncheon  of  the  Dallas 
Pastors’  Association.  He  indicated  that 
although  he  realizes  the  “commercial 


habit”  is  hard  to  break,  his  group  hopes 
to  convert  a  half-million  people  to 
alternative  ways  of  celebrating,  explain¬ 
ing  this  would  mean  a  difference  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $100  million  in  sales. 

To  those  worried  about  the  loss  to 
retailers.  Mr.  Kochtitzky  says  emphati¬ 
cally  that  the  support  of  businesses 
through  excess  Christmas  sales  is  not  the 
public's  responsibility.  “We  don’t  exist 
as  a  society  of  human  beings  to  per¬ 
petuate  any  business.  Christmas  beongs 
to  the  people,  not  the  corporations.”  he 
said. 

He  added,  however,  that  a  more 
practical  response  is  simply  that  people 
will  not  change  their  styles  of  cele¬ 
brating.  or  their  general  styles  of  living, 
overnight.  “Look  at  how  long  it  took  us  to 
get  this  way,”  he  said.  “It’s  a  form  of 
addiction,  just  as  addictive  as  heroin, 
white  sugar  or  coffee,"  he  added. 

The  United  Methodist  layman  made 
the  point  that  he  is  not  against  gift¬ 
giving.  but  that  there  are  many 


alternatives  to  the  commercial  cele¬ 
brations.  Hand-made  items  are  one 
option  he  pointed  out.  adding  that  he  and 
his  family  figure  out  how  much  they 
would  have  spent  commercially  on 
Christmas,  sit  down  with  a  catalogue  of 
agencies  and  projects  in  need  of 
money,  and  then  allot  the  Christmas 
money  to  those  efforts. 

Mr.  Kochtitzky.  who  “kicked  the  com¬ 
mercial  habit”  in  1963.  founded  Alter¬ 
natives  in  1973,  offering  resource 
materials  on  alternative  celebrations. 
The  non-profit  organization  is  funded  by 
sales  from  these  resources  as  well  as 
other  support,  including  funds  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

He  noted  it  is  possible  for  a  small 
number  of  people  to  make  a  difference  by 
seeking  and  encouraging  alternative 
celebrations  and  lifestyles.  “We  are 
making  a  difference,"  he  told  the 
pastors.  “There  is  a  great  revolution 
going  on." 


The  Mass 

Communications 

Fund 
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more  than 
money 


MasCom  dollars  are  important  to  United 
Methodism.  They  are  essential  because  they 
represent  people. 

★  People  who  share  their  faith  in  Christ  on  the 
CONNECTION  radio  program. 

★  People  who  work  to  see  that  information  about 
the  Church  and  its  Faith  is  published  and  broad¬ 
cast  through  secular  channels. 

★  People  who  reach  out  to  single  adults  for  the 
church,  using  contemporary  methods  and  media. 

A,  Leam  more  about  MasCom  by  using  the  coupon  below. 


Please  send  me  free  information 
about  the  Mass  Communications  Fund 


Name  . 
Street 


City _ _ State _ 

United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  Street  Evanston,  IL  60201 
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Counselor  calls  religion 
key  to  marital  vitality 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  —  It’s  been  said  that 
helping  others  with  their  problems  keeps 
a  person’s  mind  off  one’s  own  problems. 
That  couldn’t  be  truer  for  Deborah  Ann 
Nabers,  26-year-old  Cerebral  Palsy 
victim. 

A  United  Methodist  since  childhood, 
affiliated  with  Trinity  UMC  here,  Ms. 
Nabers  has  spent  the  last  nine  months 
working  with  mentally  retarded  adults. 
Though  she  is  handicapped  and  must  use 
crutches  much  of  the  time,  Ms.  Nabers. 
through  her  employment  in  the  Partner 
Program  here,  helps  retarded  adults 
become  more  self-sufficient.  “I  teach 
them  everything  from  mathematics  to 
personal  hygiene.”  she  said. 

“I’m  helping  them  help  themselves.  I 
have  much  to  do.  I  don’t  have  time  to 
worry  about  me,  and  I  feel  better,”  she  - 
said. 

Ms.  Nabers  graduated  from  the  Shrine 
school  for  the  handicapped  in  Memphis 
and  then  attended  secretarial  school.  For 
two  years,  she  attended  Memphis  State 
University  majoring  in  vocational 
rehabilitation.  When  funds  ran  out.  she 
had  to  withdraw.  Returning  home  from 
being  on  her  own  was  difficult.  Ms. 
Nabers  said,  and  it  caused  her  to  lapse 
into  depression  and  self-pity  because  she 
had  nothing  to  do. 

But  a  friend  told  her  about  the  Partner 
Program,  a  program  of  the  state  govern¬ 
ment  but  funded  partially  by  private 
donations.  They  desperately  needed 
workers,  and  were  hiring  the  handi¬ 
capped.  she  was  told.  (About  one-quarter 


of  the  partners  are  senior  citizens  or 
handicapped.)  “Now  I’m  helping 
others,"  Ms.  Nabers  said. 

As  a  partner.  Ms.  Nabers  spends  a 
designated  number  of  hours  per  week 
with  a  retarded  person  in  his  or  her 
home.  “We’re  not  babysitters.”  she 
stressed.  The  partner  teaches  academic 
skills,  basic  living  skills  and  accom¬ 
panies  the  client  shopping,  to  the  doctor, 
or  to  other  places  such  as  church.  Being 
sensitive  to  her  handicap,  the  program 
usually  assigns  her  clients  who  live  near¬ 
by. 

Ms  Nabers’  habilitation  from  her  own 
handicap  is  a  “miracle  story”  within 
itself.  Born  with  Cerebral  Palsy,  doctors 
doubted  she  would  ever  talk.  But  with 
surgery  twice,  constant  therapy  and  her 
parents'  persistence  in  making  her  do 
what  she  could  for  herself.  Ms.  Nabers 
progressed  from  hip  braces  to  the 
crutches  she  uses  now  only  outdoors,  or 
in  unfamiliar  places. 

She  credits  the  love  and  care  of  the 
members  of  Trinity  UMC  with  her 
habilitation.  A  group  of  persons 
organized  by  a  church  member,  Mrs. 
David  Cook,  came  to  the  Nabers’  home 
three  times  a  day  on  a  rotating  basis  to 
assist  in  therapy.  This  went  on  for  six 
years. 

Ms.  Nabers  has  always  been  an  active 
member  of  her  local  church.  She  partici¬ 
pated  in  youth  activities,  and  now.  the 
United  Methodist  Women. 

“I  grew  up  with  people  helping  me.  she 
said.  “Now  I’m  giving  to  those  who  don’t 
have  that  love  that  I  had.” 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  At  least  half  of 
all  marriages  that  break  up  can  be 
saved,  “not  just  patched  together  but 
restored  with  real  value,”  says  marriage 
therapist  Marlene  Shelton  LaRoe. 

In  an  interview  here.  Mrs.  LaRoe  also 
said  that  religion  can  play  an  important 
role  in  keeping  marriages  sustained  and 
vigorous,  but  more  must  be  done  to  make 
the  religious  viewpoint  professionally 
accepted  by  therapists. 

“In  the  last  3-5  years,  more  couples 
have  been  returning  to  churches  and 
synagogues  as  a  lifestyle.”  she  said 
“But  religion  isn’t  accepted  by 
professionals  as  part  of  the  therapeutic 
process  for  emotional  or  marital 
problems,  mainly  because  of  negative 
stereotypes  of  religion  that  turn  people 
off.” 

Mrs.  LaRoe.  a  psychotherapist  for  25 
years  in  Houston,  is  the  author  of  a  new 
book.  “How  Not  to  Ruin  a  Perfectly  Good 
Marriage!”  (Follett  Publishing 
Company.  $10.95). 

"Couples  are  turning  to  churches  both 
for  a  sense  of  community  and  the 
religious  experience."  Mrs.  LaRoe  said. 
“A  sense  of  community  is  so  needed 
today  at  a  time  when  families  and 
couples  are  becoming  so  isolated.” 

She  said  churches  recognize  the  need 
to  provide  more  family  support,  and 
special  programs  are  available.  “But 
more  needs  to  be  done  to  make  religious 
counseling  professionally  accepted  as 
part  of  the  therapy.”  she  said 

“I  feel  religion  is  important.  I  spend 
about  an  hour  every  morning  by  myself, 
asking  for  guidance  that  my  day  might 
be  useful  to  somebody.”  Mrs  LaRoe 
said 

In  her  book.  Mrs.  LaRoe  traces  the 
developement  of  marriage  through  five 
"predictable  crises”:  the  end  of  the 
honeymoon,  the  first  baby,  the  10th 
anniversary,  the  20th  anniversary,  and 
retirement. 

She  said  couples  today  are  finding  that 
the  traditional  rules  and  expectations 
about  marriage  aren’t  satisfactory.  As  a 
result,  about  half  of  the  marriages  end  in 
divorce.  But  couples  still  haven’t  learned 
how  to  make  a  modern  marriage  work 

Among  her  suggestions  for  “ruining  a 
perfectly  good  marriage"  are:  never 
fight,  pretend  a  lot.  take  your  partner  for 


granted,  resist  change  at  all  costs, 
protect  your  partner  and  your 
relationship  by  suffocating  it  like  an 
overprotective  parent. 

Her  tips  for  maintaining  a  good 
marriage  include: 

•  Go  for  broke.  Refuse  to  settle  for 
second  best  where  your  relationship  is 
concerned. 

•  Play  it  straight.  Know  yourself  and 
reveal  that  self-honestv  to  your  partner. 

•  Make  your  own  rules.  And  change 
them  whenever  they  become  confining. 

•  Roll  up  your  shirt  sleeves.  Relating  is 
work.  Growing  is  work.  Loving  is  work. 

•  Love  each  other.  Love  gives  us 
courage  to  live  openly  and  honestly  and 
makes  the  work  meaningful,  the  change, 
purposeful. 

Abortion  views 
bar  prof  from 
Catholic  meeting 

KANSAS  CITY.  Mo.  —  A  protestapt 
ethics  scholar  has  been  told  he  will  not  be 
able  to  speak  at  a  national  Roman 
Catholic-sponsored  peace  conference 
because  of  his  positions  on  abortion  and 
public  aid  to  sectarian  schools. 

Dr.  John  M.  Swomley,  professor  of 
social  ethics  at  the  United  Methodist- 
related  St.  Paul's  School  of  Theology 
here,  had  been  listed  on  the  program  of 
the  annual  meeting  of  Pax  Christi,  USA, 
as  a  workshop  leader.  He  was  to  have 
spoken  on  nuclear  power  and  war  at  the 
conference  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
organization,  Oct.  19-21. 

Dr.  Swomley  is  on  record  as  an 
opponent  of  state  aid  to  sectarian  schools 
and  is  a  supporter  of  free  choice  in  the 
abortion  debate 

Officials  of  Pax  Christi  said  that  Dr. 
Swomley  was  not  "dropped  from  the 
program"  of  the  conference,  but  that  he 
would  not  be  able  to  speak  because  the 
president  of  Benedictine  College  where 
the  conference  is  to  be  held  had  barred 
him  from  the  campus. 

In  a  prepared  statement.  Dr.  Swomley 
expressed  surprise  at  his  exclusion,  and 
noted  that  he  was  not  planning  to  discuss 
abortion  or  church-state  issues  at  the 
^conference. 
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Pope  John  Paul  IPs  U.  S.  tour  assessed 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

NEW  YORK  —  Pope  John  Paul  II,  the  pilgrim 
pope,  arrived  in  the  United  States  on  Oct.  1  for  a 
seven-day  tour  of  six  cities.  Two  United 
Methodist  bishops  were  on  hand  to  greet  him  — 
Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll  welcomed  him  to  the 
Boston  Area  and  Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  Jr.  of 
the  New  York  Area  expressed  to  him  “a  word  of 
goodwill  on  behalf  of  all  United  Methodists." 

After  being  personally  presented  to  the  pope  at 
St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral  in  New  York  City,  Bishop 
Ward  gave  this  assessment: 

"Pope  John  Paul  II  is  a  warm,  unassuming, 
friendly  person  who  shared,  by  his  manner  and 
public  address,  a  general  pastoral  concern  for  all 
people.  In  his  New  York  visit  he  gave  a 
significant  impetus  to  the  strong  ecumenical 
spirit  characteristic  of  the  Roman  Catholic, 
Jewish  and  Protestant  communities  of  Greater 
New  York. 

"His  tour  through  America  has  resulted  in  a 
strong  upsurge  of  religious  celebration  in  the 
entire  Christian  community,  leaving  with  all  who 
worshipped  with  him  a  feeling  of  profound 
human  solidarity." 

Bishop  Carroll  wore  a  black  stole  to  the  pope's 
mass  on  Boston  Common  to  express  his  concern 
over  the  shooting  of  Darryl  Williams,  a  black 
high  school  football  player  struck  by  a  sniper’s 
bullet  while  his  team  was  playing  in  the  Charles¬ 


town  section  of  Boston.  The  stole  was  meant  to 
convey  the  need  for  prayer,  confession  of  sin  and 
acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ’s  loving  reconcilia¬ 
tion  of  people 

Impressed  by  ‘humanness’ 

The  bishop  said  he  was  impressed  by  the  human 
ness  of  the  pontiff  and  termed  him  "a  strong  and 
clear  voice  as  a  witness  for  the  Master." 

For  some  Protestant  and  Orthodox  leaders  the 
evangelical  tenor  of  Pope  John  Paul  II’s  visit  in¬ 
dicated  a  significant  step  toward  ecumenism.  For 
others,  the  stern  reassertion  of  conservative 
Catholic  doctrine  proved  a  sobering  reminder  of 
all  the  traditional  obstacles  to  unity. 

At  an  ecumenical  prayer  service  on  the  last 
day  of  his  tour,  John  Paul  II  insisted  on  a  "reso¬ 
lution  of  moral  differences"  and  a  "complete 
unity  of  faith"  before  any  further  ecumenical 
progress.  Some  interpretations  of  these  remarks 
raise  fears  of  magesterial  absolutism  which 
would  brook  no  co-existence  with  different  con¬ 
temporary  moral  positions.  For  others,  the 
"unity”  is  a  tolerance  for  separate  beliefs  within 
the  context  of  one  manifold  church 

The  sight  of  representatives  from  most  Chris¬ 
tian  denominations  singing  a  hymn  from  the 
Calvinist  Geneva  Psalter  "was  a  dramatic 
example  that  we  have  made  progress,"  said 


Claire  Randall,  general  secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  "But  I  think  almost  every¬ 
thing  he  said  regarding  women,  sexuality  and 
the  family  came  out  quite  different  from  the 
major  Protestant  denominations.” 

"Neither  the  pope  nor  any  of  those  who  support 
his  position  can  or  do  give  any  biblical  or  theo¬ 
logical  basis  for  their  belief  that  God  intended 
only  for  men  to  be  priests.”  Dr.  Randall  said. 
"To  me  this  is  very  significant. 

"Though  the  pope  insists  this  is  not  a  human 
rights  question,  it  seems  to  me  that  such  a  denial 
only  makes  matters  worse,  because  it  implies 
that  where  sacred  things  are  concerned,  women 
are  somehow  less  valuable  or  have  less  standing 
than  men. 

"What  he’s  saying  is  that  women  cannot  have 
the  same  relationship  to  God  that  men  can  have, 
or  that  God  cannot  use  them  in  the  way  He  can 
use  men. 

"This  is  something  that  I  and  many  women 
and  men,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic,  cannot 
accept." 

Dr.  Randall  emphasized,  however,  that  she  had 
earlier  expressed  her  support  for  many  of  the 
pope's  other  stands,  particularly  his  calls  for  dis¬ 
armament,  human  rights  and  religious  freedom. 

While  "very  impressed"  with  the  pope’s  ex¬ 
pressions  which  “embraced  the  whole  family  of 


faith."  Dr  David  W.  Preus.  president  of  the 
American  Lutheran  Church,  said  he  was  "dis¬ 
appointed  in  the  rather  firm  way  in  which  he 
closed  the  door  to  further  expressions  of  mutual 
faith."  Instead  of  John  Paul  II's  "unity  of  faith" 
theme  "I  had  hoped  for  a  bit  more  positive  spirit 
toward  our  ecumenical  future  ” 

But  for  Archbishop  Iakovos,  primate  of  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  North  and  South 
America,  "my  overall  impression  is  that  John 
Paul  II's  homily  shows  an  all-binding  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  cause  of  Christian  unity  which  is  now 
taking  its  place  among  the  first  commitments  of 
his  papacy." 

Share  his  prayer 

Dr  Gerald  Moede,  a  United  Methodist  who  is 
the  general  secretary  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union,  also  interpreted  the  pope’s  homily 
as  an  encouragement.  "He  called  us  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ,  and  from  that  point  we  can 
move  forward,”  he  said.  "We  share  his  prayer 
for  the  moving  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  we 
all  need  conversion  of  the  heart  and  mind  " 

Dr  Moede,  whose  organization  works  toward 
ecclesiastical  unity  of  10  major  Protestant 
bodies,  felt  the  process  was  irreversible.  "For 
fifteen  years  many  theological  commissions 
have  been  working  toward  a  ‘unity  of  faith'  and 
we  think  we're  getting  near  to  that  point."  he  said. 
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‘Project  W armth’  provides  blankets  for  Cleveland  mission 


WOOSTER,  Ohio  —  If  Linus  can  give  up  his  blanket,  so  can 
others  —  or  so  United  Methodist  youth  of  the  Wooster  District 
think.  Examining  one  of  the  promotional  displays  for  "Project 
Warmth"  are.  left  to  right.  Karen  Given.  Paul  Marshall,  Holly 
Thewilis  and  Ed  Wright.  The  youth  haw*  collected  blankets  to 


donate  to  a  mission  program  for  the  past  three  years.  This 
year,  they  hope  to  send  4,000  blankets,  or  "Warm  Fuzzies  for 
the  Poor"  as  the  youth  call  them,  to  Cleveland  Metro  Ministry. 
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Strife  said  to  stalk  El  Salvador 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Protestant 
church  leaders  in  El  Salvador  are  con¬ 
vinced  their  country  is  already  in  a  state 
of  emergency  and  civil  war  could  come 
at  any  time.  Therefore,  they  can  no 
longer  confine  their  ministry  to  people’s 
souls  but  must  minister  to  the  whole 
person. 

This  is  the  message  that  Rev.  Frank  P. 
Smith,  executive  secretary  and  hunger 
coordinator  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  said  he 
heard  when  he  visited  the  country  briefly 
in  September.  On  his  Central  American 
tour  he  also  stopped  in  Nicaragua,  Hon¬ 
duras,  Guatemala  and  Panama. 

Some  people  predict  a  coup,  Mr.  Smith 
told  United  Methodist  Communications. 
"We  are  concerned  because  everybody 
says  it  will  be  the  next  country  to  ex¬ 
perience  revolution  or  at  least  a  change 
in  government.” 

El  Salvador  is  the  smallest  country  in 
Central  America  and  the  most  populous 
nation  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  Some 
say  14  families  own  all  the  land  and  con¬ 
trol  the  country  ,  others  say  21  families. 
Whatever  the  correct  figure,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  poverty-stricken  peasants 
or  "campesinos”  live  on  tiny  plots  owned 
by  a  few  controlling  families. 

Violence,  unrest  grip  nation 

Violent  unrest  has  gripped  the  country 
since  the  1977  election.  The  killing  of 
campesinos.  priests  and  students  has 
made  Archbishop  Romero,  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  (no  relation  to 
the  general),  openly  and  forcefully  criti¬ 


cal  of  the  government. 

Leaders  of  the  conservative  Protestant 
churches,  realizing  they  dare  not  wait  for 
disaster  to  strike  before  getting 
organized,  have  recently  formed  an  al¬ 
liance  known  as  CESAD  (Evangelical 
Committee  for  Relief  and  Development ) . 

Mr.  Smith  said  the  CESAD  leaders 
spoke  about  the  rapidly  deteriorating 
situation  in  their  country  and  the  inex¬ 
perience  of  the  Protestant  churches  in 
dealing  with  social  issues.  They  are 
clearly  seeking  guidance,  he  added. 

Harold  Penner,  Central  American 
representative  for  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  is  working  closely  with  the  new  or¬ 
ganization  in  El  Salvador.  “UMCOR  will 
support  CWS  if  programs  are  worked 
out.”  Mr.  Smith  promised. 

A  highlight  of  Mr.  Smith’s  visit  to  El 
Salvador,  he  said,  was  his  meeting  with 
Archbishop  Romero,  who  has  been  nomi¬ 
nated  for  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  and  is 
scheduled  to  address  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches’  Governing  Board  in 
November. 

After  a  brief  chat  the  archbishop 
invited  his  guests  to  a  meeting  with  77 
seminary  students.  They  are  one  indica¬ 
tion  the  church  is  flourishing  in  the  midst 
of  persecution,  the  archbishop  stated. 


When  introducing  the  students,  he  said. 
"In  light  of  the  number  of  priests  being 
killed,  these  young  men  are  either  crazy 
or  heroes!” 

Archbishop’s  sermon 

At  Sunday  mass  at  the  Basilica  Mr 
Smith  said  he  was  startled  when  an  over 
flow  crowd  broke  into  applause  when 
they  caught  sight  of  the  archbishop  en¬ 
tering  in  the  procession.  The  45-minute 
sermon  was  interrupted  about  20  times 
by  applause. 

"There  are  two  primary  causes  ol 
death  in  El  Salvador  today:  diarrhea  and 
assassination,"  said  the  archbishop.  He 
spoke  of  the  impossibility  of  being  a 
Christian  without  working,  on  a  personal 
and  a  structural  level,  to  bring  about  a 
better  life  for  human  beings.  The  New 
Testament  lesson  from  Mark  was  about 
Jesus  healing  ("liberating”)  the  blind 
and  lame. 

The  archbishop  stressed  the  need  for 
inner  reflection  saying.  "Shouts  and 
shots  do  not  lead  to  liberation  unless 
there  is  inner  reflection  on  what  you  are 
doing.  Demagogerv  does  not  accomplish 
anything."  He  termed  the  assassination 
of  the  President’s  brother  the  previous 
Thursday  “a  senseless,  revengeful 
killing  which  accomplished  nothing.’’ 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 

Retiring  faithful  difficult 


Poemof the  Week) 

Youth  anonymous 

By  ANTOINETTE  ADAM 

He  beats  a  tattoo  with  his  knuckles 
studies  beside  the  cacophony  of  constant 
radio 

and  hums  to  the  blare  of  a  rock  ’n  roll 
record : 

Fill,  fill  the  empty  air,  he  seems  to  beg  — 
impelled  to  escape  “dead  silence.” 

In  some  interlude  of  quiet 

he  flees  to  the  street,  revs  his  motor 

and  roars  off  in  his  Honda 

like  a  missile  zooming  through  space. 

Turn  up  the  decibels  — 
accelerate  the  speed  — 
drown  out  the  diminishing  echo 
of  Eden:  Son  of  Adam,  where  are  you? 
Only  the  courageous  can  face 
up  to  a  seeking  God. 

“Where  can  I  escape  from  Thy  spirit? 
Where  can  I  flee  from  Thy  presence?" 

Psalm  139:7  N.E.B. 


Dear  Deborah: 

How  do  you  get  an  old  dog  to  lie  down 
and  let  the  young  pups  be  the  center  of  at¬ 
tention?  In  other  words,  how  do  you  get 
an  old  but  faithful  church  school  superin¬ 
tendent  to  give  up  the  job  so  that  some 
new  people  can  get  training,  experience 
and  use  some  new  ideas?  Our  problem  is 
that  this  person  has  been  so  faithful  for  so 
many  years  he  is  a  monument,  a  tradi¬ 
tion.  rather  than  an  effective  part  of  our 
church  school. 

Why  do  people  brag  on  being  the 
“ superintendent  for  40  years"?  No  one. 
least  of  all  me  (it's  mv  dad!),  wants  to 
hurt  this  person.  The  work  done  by  him 
has  been  invaluable  and  has  been  given 
generously  by  him  with  never  a  single 
complaint.  But  the  time  is  long  past  when 
he  should  sit  back  and  call  it  quits. 
Everyone  else  knows  this,  why  doesn't 
he?  Help! ! 

Keep  me  Anonymous 

Dear  Anonymous: 

It  isn’t  easy.  Sometimes  you  just  wait  it 
out  until  illness  makes  it  necessary  to 
make  a  change.  One  of  the  tragedies  in 
our  churches  is  that  so  often  we  allow  this 
to  happen.  It  is  no  favor  to  the  individual 
and  it  is  no  favor  to  the  church.  It  seems 


to  me  that  anyone  who  holds  the  same 
position  in  the  church  for  more  than 
three  years  should  make  a  change.  Do 
something  different  —  don't  become  a 
fixture!  It  is  very  important  for  the 
health  of  a  church  and  its  people  for  each 
member  to  care  about  every  area  of 
church  life  and  one  way  to  learn  to  care  is 
to  be  involved  in  it.  I  know  a  Lay  Leader 
who  took  on  a  fourth  grade  class  after 
years  in  administration  —  it  was  a  de¬ 
light  to  him  and  to  the  class.  Now.  I 
expect  to  get  a  few  sarcastic  letters  on 
this  from  pastors  who  are  dependent 
upon  people  who  have  been  in  jobs  for 
umpteen  years  but  I  will  stand  my 
ground. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  The 
biblical  Deborah  helped  her  people  settle 
their  problems  and  our  modern  Deborah 
is  a  counselor  who  offers  her  insight  into 
contemporary  personal  needs  Make  the 
letter  brief.  Although  individual  letters 
cannot  be  answered,  questions  for  the 
column  will  be  selected  from  the  letters 
Write:  “Dear  Deborah"  P  O  Bqx  221076. 
Dallas.  Tex.  75 222. 


Chinese  Christian  leader  says 

Church  closings  proved  boon 


NEW  YORK  ( RNS )  —  A  Chinese  Cht  is- 
tian  leader  currently  touring  the  U  S.  has 
said  that  the  closing  of  churches  during 
the  Cultural  Revolution  of  the  late  1960s 
may  have  actually  been  a  boon,  not  an 
impediment  to  Chinese  Protestant  be¬ 
lievers. 

When  churches  of  every  religion  were 
shut  down  during  this  extreme  reasser¬ 
tion  of  revolutionary  purity,  "Christians 
in  China  began  to  meet  in  smaller  groups 
in  a  voluntary  way,"  said  Bishop 
Guangxun  Ding,  principal  of  the  Nanking 
Theological  College.  “Today,  although 
we  are  reopening  some  of  the  churches, 
these  groups  are  the  main  form  of  exis¬ 
tence  of  Chinese  Christianity.”  The 
prayer,  silence  and  lack  of  an  ordained 
leader  is  similar  to  a  Quaker  meeting. 

The  result  is  a  completely  laicized, 
non-denominational  form  of  worship  by 
China’s  approximately  700.000  Protes¬ 
tants.  Bishop  Ding  now  characterizes 
himself  an  "ex-Anglican”  who  is  still  a 
bishop  "only  in  the  sense  that  I  haven’t 
been  deposed  by  anybody  .”  He  said  he 
could  not  speak  for  what  is  estimated  to 
be  three  million  Roman  Catholics  in 
China. 

Specific  denominations  have  been 
associated  in  their  origins,  and  even  their 


character,  with  the  Western  influences 
the  Chinese  revolution  has  sought  assid¬ 
uously  to  expunge  from  the  new  society. 

Church  more  Chinese 

"In  the  past,  when  a  Chinese  became 
Christian,"  Bishop  Ding  explained,  "he 
became  less  Chinese  —  in  his  own  mind 
as  well  as  the  minds  of  his  fellow 
Chinese." 

But  the  smaller,  independent  worship 
units  have  “allowed  the  church  to 
identify  as  closely  as  possible  with 
modem  Chinese  society,”  said  Eugene 
Stockwell,  who  as  head  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  Overseas  Ministry 
Division  has  traveled  to  China  and  met 
Bishop  Ding  during  his  recent  visit  to 
New  York. 

Bishop  Ding’s  Nanking  Theological 
College  currently  has  no  students  formal¬ 
ly  enrolled  and  attending  classes,  Mr 
Stockwell  said.  The  teaching  is  done 
mostly  through  correspondence  courses 
and  leadership  training  administered  on 
visits  to  the  worship  groups.  The  five 
year  curriculum  previously  inherited 
from  the  West  does  not  suit  the  post-de¬ 
nominational,  de-clericized  Chinese 
Protestant  scene. 


"We  think  the  main  objects  of  our  theo¬ 
logical  education  in  the  future  will  be 
those  naturally  evolved  leaders  in  these 
informal,  spontaneous  groups.”  Bishop 
Ding  said.  "This  education  has  to  be  done 
short-term  because  not  many  of  these 
leaders  can  afford  to  leave  their  regular 
work  for  five  years,  or  even  one  year  " 

Some  question  v  alidity 

But  validity  and  spiritual  indepen^ 
dence  of  the  resurgent  Chinese  church} 
has  been  questioned  by  some 

U.  S  Rep.  Jerry  L.  Pettis,  a  California} 
Republican,  and  Seventh-Day  Adventist 
speculated  that  the  Nanking  seminary 
was  only  "a  place  where  the  Chinese 
philosopher  is  re-educated  and  his 
thinking  reordered  in  terms  of  the  so¬ 
ciety  of  China  today,"  after  a  visit  to  the 
mainland  and  a  meeting  with  Bishop 
Ding  in  1974. 

But  Mr.  Stockwell.  though  not  sure  of 
the  societal  status  of  the  worship  groups 
within  Chinese  society,  is  convinced  that 
Bishop  Ding  is  not  a  merely  co-opted 
government  spokesman.  "In  terms  o i 
Bishop  Ding's  Christian  faith.”  he  said, 
"I  don’t  doubt  it  for  a  moment.” 


Dancer  advocates  ‘active’  worship 


COLLEGEVILLE,  Minn.  (RNS)  -  It’s 
not  often  that  a  ballet  troupe  performs 
before  an  assembly  of  theologians  and  a 
dancer  gets  to  tell  them  what’s  wrong 
with  the  church. 

The  message  that  Loyce  Houlton  had 
for  participants  in  a  workshop  on  "The 
Arts  and  Religion"  here  last  weekend 
was  that  they  need  to  put  more  action 
into  worship 

Acting  out  the  prayer,  "Our  Father." 
is  more  effective  than  just  reciting  it,  she 
demonstrated  to  the  theologians  and 
spouses  who  joined  six  of  her  dancers  in 
putting  it  into  action. 

Ms.  Houlton.  who  directs  the  Minne¬ 
sota  Dance  Theatre  and  School  in 
Minneapolis,  also  had  the  church 
scholars  marching  in  place  as  they  sang 
the  crusader  hymn.  "Onward.  Christian 
Soldiers.” 

Members  of  her'  company  dancing  in 
the  Great  Hall  of  St.  John's  University, 
which  once  was  a  church  sanctuary,  also 
did  other  numbers,  demonstrating  var¬ 
ious  emotions,  including  love  and  hate 

At  one  point,  she  pleaded  with  the 
church  leaders,  "not  to  tell  us  anymore 
that  dance  is  sinful. " 


There  are  frequent  references  to 
dancing  in  the  Bible,  she  noted,  urging 
that  the  art  of  dance  "be  brought  back 
into  respec  tability .  ” 

"A  pew."  she  observed,  "is  a  limiting 
place.  There  is  a  real  need  for  people  who 
sit  and  look  to  experience  participation." 

Greater  congregational  participation 
also  was  emphasized  in  another 
workshop  session  —  one  dealing  with  use 
of  drama  in  worship  which  was  led  by 
Philip  Brunelle,  director  of  the  Minne¬ 
sota  Opera  Company  With  Mr  Brunelle 
directing,  the  Dale  Warland  Singers  and 
soloist  Leroy  Lehr  sang  excerpts  from 
Bach’s  "Passion  According  to  St.  Mat¬ 
thew”  while  slides  from  previous  opera 
performances  of  the  work  were  shown  on 
a  large  screen 

Mr.  Brunelle  called  Bach  one  of  the 
great  theologians  of  his  day  who  served 
the  cause  of  theology  better  than  most  of 
the  theologians  of  the  Baroque  period 

Bach’s  whole  idea  in  the  "Passion" 
was  to  involve  the  congregation  as  par¬ 
ticipants  —  not  just  as  observers.  Mr 
Brunelle  said 

"Painting.  Sculpture  and  the  Sacred” 
was  the  topic  of  another  workshop  ses- 


UM  women  make  banners  for  Winter  Olympics 


BLOOMINGTON,  III.  —  Mrs.  Elton  Lanier  of  the  Eureka  (III.)  United  Methodist 
Women  displays  one  of  136  banners  designed  and  sewn  to  hang  in  a  church  in  Lake 
Placid.  New  York,  during  the  19X0  Olympic  Games. 

United  Methodist  Women  from  around  the  world  are  participating  in  the  banner 
project  sponsored  by  the  Religious  Affairs  Committee  of  the  19X0  Olympic  Games. 

According  to  Mrs.  Lanier,  the  pyramid  at  the  base  of  the  banner,  which  includes  the 
Olympic  torch,  symbolizes  strength,  endurance  and  protection. 
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sion  led  by  Dr.  Wilson  Yates  of  United 
Theological  Seminary.  New  Brighton. 

The  workshop  marked  the  first  time  in 
Minnesota  that  artists  and  faculties  of  si$ 
of  the  state’s  Protestant  and  Roman' 
Catholic  seminaries  had  come  together' 
to  explore  ways  of  improving  relations' 
between  religion  and  the  arts. 

"Aesthetics  is  an  area  of  religious 
training  that  is  not  adequately  developed 
in  the  spiritual  formation  of  future 
ministers  and  priests."  said  Father 
Colman  Barry,  O.S.B  ,  a  Benedictine, 
who  coordinated  the  workshop. 

Jews  and  Poles 
join  to  fight 
ethnic  slurs 

ORCHARD  LAKE,  Mich.  (RNS)  -  A* 
inter  ethnic  dialogue  between  Polishf 
American  and  Jewish  communitie$ 
stimulated  by  Pope  John  Paul  II’s  Amer¬ 
ican  trip  has  resulted  in  plans  for  an  ofc 
jective  history  of  Jews  in  Poland  and  a 
campaign  against  anti-Semitic  and  anti- 
Polish  jokes  and  slurs. 

The  dialogue  held  at  St.  Mary  College, 
here,  was  organized  by  its  president,  the 
Rev.  Leonard  F.  Chrobot.  a  Polish- 
American  Catholic  priest,  and  Harold 
Galess,  president  of  the  American  Jew¬ 
ish  Committee’s  <AJC)  Detroit  chapter  ; 

Participants  included  representatives 
from  key  national  Polish-American 
organizations  and  academic  life  and 
prominent  staff  members  and  lay 
leaders  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee. 

Leaders  of  the  inter  ethnic  communi¬ 
ties  plan  a  joint  study  of  the  origins  of 
anti-Polish  and  anti-Jewish  attitudes  in 
some  segments  of  American  society,  say¬ 
ing  these  slurs  are  psychologically 
damaging,  especially  to  young  people  • 

Both  groups,  in  the  “Orchard  Lake 
Statement"  they  issued,  acknowledged 
there  has  been  considerable  misunden 
standing  in  both  the  Polish  and  Jewish 
communities  in  the  United  States  and 
elsewhere  over  the  situation  of  the  Jew; 
ish  people  in  Poland,  climaxed  by  th6 
tragedy  of  the  Nazi  Holocaust 

"History  must  not  become  a  hitching 
post  to  the  past,  but  rather  a  guiding  post 
to  a  more  humane  future."  they  said  iri 
the  joint  communique. 

Scholars  from  both  communities  will 
join  to  write  an  objective  Polish-Jewish 
history,  and  other  cultural  documents,  to 
foster  understanding  and  truth.  They 
hope  these  Holocaust  studies  "of  in-I 
creased  sensitivity  and  knowledge! 
would  be  incorporated  into  school  cur-I 
riculums  in  the  nation’s  sectarian  and 
public  schools. 

The  leaders  prayed  the  benefits  of  the* 
pope's  visit  to  the  United  States  “will  re 4 
bound  to  the  benefit  of  all  the  members  ofj 
God’s  human  family." 
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Methodist  Children's  Home  Visitor 


THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

Post  Office  Drawer  H 
Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 
Telephone  (318)  255-5020 

THE  METHODIST  HOME  VISITOR  is 
published  quarterly.  Cost  for  publication 
is  paid  for  by  The  Methodist  Children’s 
Home. 


FALL  ISSUE 

An  addition  to  THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


Last  Harvest  Offering 


October  21, 1979 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  meeting  in 
Shreveport  May  29-June  1  of  this  year  voted  to 
initiate  a  combined  form  of  solicitation  for  six 
health  and  welfare  ministries  directly  affiliated 
with  the  conference.  The  conference  adopted  the 
new  funding  plan  upon  a  proposal  made  by  the 
task  force  on  institutions  established  by  the 
annual  conference  of  1977. 

The  new  combined  fund  raising  efforts  will 
begin  in  1980  with  the  promotion  of  two  special 
offerings  each  year  on  behalf  of  the  six  different 
health  and  welfare  ministries.  The  offerings 
which  will  be  taken  at  Easter  and  during  the 
Christmas  season  will  be  divided  according  to  a 
funding  percentage  plan  among  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  Methodist  Home  Hospital, 
Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital,  Lafon  United 
Methodist  Home,  People’s  Community  Center  and 
Retired  Minister’s  Homes. 

However,  donors  wishing  to  designate  their 
offering  contributions  to  any  one  of  the  six 
ministries  may  do  so  by  marking  the  specific 
ministry  on  his  or  her  envelope.  The  undesignated 
offering  will  be  divided  by  a  formula  among  the 
six  agencies. 


Therefore,  the  offering  on  Sunday,  October  21 
represents  the  last  of  a  long  tradition  of  Harvest 
Offerings  taken  on  behalf  of  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  and  its  predecessor,  Louisiana  Methodist 
Orphanage.  These  offerings  along  with  the  annual 
Easter  Offerings  have  provided  this  child  care 
agency  with  its  life’s  blood  during  its  75  years  of 
service.  The  voluntary  giving  of  Christian  people 
still  remains  the  largest  source  of  annual  income 
for  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 

We  at  MCH  are  confident  that  we  will  continue 
to  have  your  support  as  we  move  into  the  next 
quarter  century  of  service.  Regardless  of  what 
methods  the  conference  uses  to  fund  its  various 
health  and  welfare  ministries  we  know  that 
United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  will  continue  to 
show  their  concern  for  our  ministry  through  the 
generous  offering  of  their  various  resources. 

We  are  also  confident  that  our  friends  and 
supporters  will  not  overlook  the  opportunity  this 
Harvest  Offering  provides.  We  believe  that  you 
will  want  this  last  Harvest  Offering  to  be  the  most 
successful  ever.  Is  there  a  better  way  to  bring  an 
end  to  a  long  and  worthy  tradition? 


Youth  Honored  For  Service  Project 


Pictured  at  volunteer  luncheon  are,  left  to  right 
front  row:  Carol  King,  Sharon  Troxel,  Janet 
Vining,  Amanda  Hendricks,  and  Bill  Copeland. 

In  back  row  from  left:  Rhonda  Howard, 


Deborah  Holmes,  and  Kim  Anderson. 

(PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  RUTH  ALEXANDER 
AND  THE  RUSTON  DAILY  LEADER) 


Six  young  ladies  of  MCH  were 
honored  with  a  luncheon  at 
Bonanza  in  Ruston  on  August 
23rd  in  recognition  of  services 
they  rendered  at  a  local  nursing 
home  this  past  summer.  The 
luncheon  was  sponsored  by 
Towne  Oaks  Nursing  Center 
which  is  a  neighbor  of  MCH. 

Volunteers  from  MCH  assisted 
Towne  Oaks  Activities  Director, 
Carol  King,  in  providing  various 
services  and  activities  for  the 
residents  of  the  nursing  center. 
Duties  performed  by  the  volun¬ 


teers  included  serving  juice  and 
coffee  to  residents,  writing  letters 
for  residents,  and  assisting  in 
recreational  activities  such  as 
bingo. 

Towne  Oaks  Administrator, 
Bill  Copeland,  was  present  at  the 
luncheon  to  express  his  personal 
appreciation  to  the  volunteers. 
Mrs.  King  presented  certificates 
to  each  of  the  girls.  A  special 
presentation  was  made  to  volun¬ 
teer,  Kim  Anderson,  who  gave 
200  hours  of  service  to  the 
agency  during  the  summer.  Mrs. 


King  told  the  volunteers  that 
they  had  made  her  work  much 
easier  as  well  as  bringing  joy  to 
the  lives  of  many  Towne  Oaks 
residents. 

Although  the  starting  of  public 
school  will  make  less  hours 
available  for  volunteer  work, 
many  of  the  girls  plan  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  service  project 
during  the  school  year.  Both  the 
residents  of  Towne  Oaks  and  the 
MCH  volunteers  now  have  some 
new  friends  with  whom  they  are 
anxious  to  keep  in  touch. 


View  of  new  fitness  equipment  in  Holt  Activities  Center. 


Summer  Visitors 


Each  summer  brings  several 
visiting  groups  to  the  MCH 
campus  and  this  past  summer 
was  no  exception.  Three  groups 
of  children  and  youth  came  to 
the  agency  for  a  look  around  and 
to  see  how  MCH  serves  people 
their  own  age. 

The  United  Methodist  Youth  of 
Ball  Church  in  the  Alexandria 
District  came  our  way  in  June. 
Among  the  things  they  brought 
with  them  was  a  bicycle  for  the 
girls  of  Everett  House. 

A  few  days  later  MCH  was 
visited  by  a  large  group  of 
youngsters  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Bastrop.  This 
visit  was  part  of  the  church’s 
annual  vacation  church  school. 
The  children  brought  an  offering 


along  with  them  which  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  MCH  Chaplain,  Doug 
Williams,  who  was  their  tour 
host. 

A  youth  group  from  Athens 
United  Methodist  Church  came 
for  a  visit  on  August  2.  They 
toured  the  campus  and  learned 
about  the  MCH  program  from 
MCH  associate  director,  John 
Allen. 

Although  most  visiting  groups, 
especially  youth  and  children, 
visit  during  the  summer  months, 
visitors  are  welcome  all  year 
long.  To  schedule  a  visit  for  your 
church  or  community  group  call 
or  write  the  MCH  community 
relations  department.  P.O. 
Drawer  “H”,  Ruston  71270  (318) 
255-5020. 


Christmas 

Sponsorship 

Available 

Once  again  MCH  is  offering  a 
chance  for  individuals  or  groups 
to  assume  the  cost  of  Christmas 
gifts  for  children  and  youth.  The 
Christmas  sponsorships  which 
have  proved  popular  in  past 
years  will  be  available  again  in 
1979. 

Sponsorships  for  children  in 
grades  6  and  below  can  be 
assumed  for  $25.00  while  spon¬ 
sorships  for  youth  in  grades  7 
and  above  will  be  $40.00.  Spon¬ 
sors  will  receive  a  special  Christ¬ 
mas  Sponsor  thank  you  letter  for 
their  donation. 

Due  to  the  relatively  high  turn¬ 
over  of  children  in  care  and  the 
number  of  children  that  may 
enter  the  MCH  program  as  late 
as  Christmas  week,  Christmas 
sponsorships  can  be  accepted 
until  December  21.  However, 
potential  sponsors  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  request  their  spon¬ 
sorships  as  early  as  possible. 
This  will  ensure  that  both  the 
sponsor  and  the  child  will  be 
well  taken  care  of  before  the 
Christmas  rush. 


Doug  Williams  accepts  offering  from  two  young  friends  from  First  UMC, 
Bastrop. 


New  Fitness  Center 


The  MCH  recreation  depart¬ 
ment  is  currently  developing  a 
weight  training  and  fitness 
center.  The  center  is  located  on 
the  second  floor  of  Holt 
Activities  Center  above  the  gym. 

The  center  has  a  complete  set 
of  weights  and  related 
equipment.  There  are  also 
parallel  bars,  exercise  benches, 
and  a  leg  lift  machine. 

MCH  activities  director,  Liz 


Perry,  says  that  the  fitness  pro¬ 
gram  received  a  boost  several 
months  ago  when  a  local  civic 
club  donated  money  fqr  a  set  of 
weights.  Since  then  several 
individuals  have  donated  extra 
weights  and  other  equipment 
which  they  were  not  using. 

According  to  Ms.  Perry  the 
physical  fitness  equipment  is 
used  not  only  by  boys  but  also  by 
the  girls.  With  the  approaching 


basketball  season  several  girls 
are  working  on  getting  their  legs 
in  shape  for  the  ball  court. 

There  have  even  been  reports 
of  MCH  staff  members  sneaking 
into  the  fitness  room  for 
occasional  workouts.  However, 
from  what  has  been  observed 
those  youth  who  are  worried 
about  staff  members  catching  up 
with  them  in  bodybuilding  have 
very  little  to  worry  about. 


Special  Communion  Observance 


MCH  youth  and  staff  par¬ 
ticipated  in  an  ecumenical  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  on 
Worldwide  Communion  Sunday, 
October  7.  The  observance  was 
celebrated  in  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Ruston  with  host 
pastor  Truman  Warren  and 
MCH  chaplain,  Doug  Williams 
officiating. 


The  worship  service  was 
planned  to  provide  MCH  youth  a 
learning  experience  concerning 
the  sacrament  while  at  the  same 
time  providing  an  opportunity 
for  worship  and  fellowship  with 
the  congregation  of  First  Pres¬ 
byterian.  MCH  children  and 
youth  usually  worship  in  United 
Methodist  Churches. 


MCH  Chaplain,  Doug  Williams, 
expressed  gratitude  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  First  Presbyterian 
for  the  fellowship  extended  the 
MCH  group.  “We  are  most  appre¬ 
ciative  of  their  willingness  to 
share  this  special  act  of  worship 
with  us.  Our  youth  were  able 
to  witness  firsthand  the  oneness 
that  Christians  have  in  Christ.’’ 
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This  is  a  picture  of  the  Home  Coming  Parade  held  in 
Natchitoches.  The  Wesley  Foundation,  NSU,  had  a  second 
place  banner,  which  is  shown  in  the  center.  Robert  E.  Town¬ 
send,  director,  says  that  the  W.  F.  has  become  the  most 
active  religious  group  on  campus,  and,  according  to  Bob,  one 
of  the  most  active  groups,  period,  at  the  University.  A  large 
number  of  students  are  involved  in  a  Nursing  Home  Ministry 
in  which  the  students  “adopt”  a  “grandparent.”  Involved  are 
visits,  at  least  weekly,  of  at  least  one  hour  each;  where  one 
student  visits  the  patient  week-end  and  week-out, 
establishing  personal  and  in-debth  relationships.  We  assume 
that  everyone  knows  who  the  Indians  are;  and  who  are 
Demons! 


“Tough  Faith  for  Tough  Times”  will  be  the  theme  for  the  keynote  address 
to  be  given  by  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President  of  Centenary  College,  at  the  1979 
Fall  Convocation.  Following  Dr.  Webb’s  presentation,  youth  will  share  in  a 
“Soul  Picnic”  —  an  opportunity  to  express  what  Tough  Faith  means  to  them. 
This  will  be  a  great  day  of  witnessing  to  and  celebrating  the  Christian  faith 
for  all  the  youth  of  our  conference! 

Clergy  Hear  Parliamentarian 

“I  entered  politics  because  of  what  I 
heard  in  church  from  two  ministers  and 
the  local  preachers  who  had  gone  to  the 
pit  (coalmine)  at  an  early  age.”  These 
were  the  opening  words  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 

George  Thomas,  speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  London,  England,  as  he 
addressed  ministers  of  the  conference 
who  attended  a  luncheon  during  the 
Wally  White  Lecture  Series  in 
Alexandria. 

The  distinguished  British  Parliamen¬ 
tarian  told  the  clergy  that  he  believed  it 
is  God’s  will  that  His  world  should  look 
like  His  world;  that  it  should  reflect  His 
values.  “Anything  which  debases  moral¬ 
ity  or  crushes  an  individual  has  lost 
its  basic  Christian  character.”  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Thomas  said  this  was  his 
primary  objective  as  a  politician:  to  use 


LIC  Urges  SALT  Treaty 


Louisiana  Church  leaders  voted  to  en¬ 
courage  the  two  Louisiana  Senators  to 
support  the  SALT  II  Treaty.  The  decision 
was  made  when  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference, 
representing  twenty  judicatories  in  the 
state,  met  at  St.  Benedict.  The  Rev. 
James  L.  Stovall,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Conference,  told  the  Board  of  going 
into  Nagasaki,  the  city  where  the  second 
atomic  bomb  was  dropped,  and 
witnessing  the  destruction  and  death  of 
70,000  residents.  He  said,  “The  bomb  that 
was  dropped  on  Nagasaki  was  only  a 
drop  in  the  bucket  compared  to  the 
destructive  power  of  present  day  nuclear 
bombs.  It  is  imperative  that  world 
leaders  unite  to  limit  and  control  these 
destructive  forces.”  The  Directors  gave 
unanimous  support  to  the  SALT  II 
Treaty. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Board  meeting 
that  $182,786.31  has  been  received  for  the 
building  of  the  chapel  at  the  Louisiana 
State  Penitentiary  at  Angola.  It  was 
further  stated  that  approximately 
$300,000  will  be  needed  to  build  the 
chapel.  The  Board  is  requesting  that  the 
participating  members  in  cooperation 
with  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention 
set  February  3, 1980,  as  a  special  time  to 
receive  additional  funds  for  the  chapel. 


The  recent  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Legislature  passed  a  Concurrent 
Resolution  requesting  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  to  sponsor 
ecumenical  worship  services  in  the 
prayer  room  at  the  State  Capitol.  The 
Board  decided  to  respond  affirmatively 
to  this  request  and  authorized  a 
committee  composed  of  Mrs.  Nadia  L. 
Goodman,  chairperson;  Father  David 
Allan  Powers;  Mrs.  Dorothy  Stewart; 
Mr.  Jim  Jolly;  and  The  Rev.  Tommy 
Dunbar  to  make  plans  for  the  beginning 
of  the  worship  services  in  the  near 
future.  It  was  decided  that  the  services 
will  be  held  at  noon  each  Wednesday. 

Approval  was  given  to  the  plans  for  the 
Annual  Assembly  of  the  Louisiana  Inter- 
church  Conference  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  on  January  15  and  16,  1980. 
The  Board  decided  to  sponsor  a 
workshop  on  Evangelism  and 
Ecumenism,  which  will  be  led  by  Father 
Alvin  Illig,  Executive  Director  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops’ 
Committee  on  Evangelization,  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  on  January  25.  There  will  also  be 
a  public  worship  service  at  7:30  p.m.  on 
the  same  date  at  Our  Lady  of  Mercy 
Catholic  Church. 


Diaconal  Ministry- 
Program  Slated 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Diaconal  Ministry  will  convene  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria,  on  Friday,  October  26  at  4:00 
p.m.  Sessions  will  continue  on  Friday 
evening  and  Saturday  morning. 

Joaquin  Garcia,  recently  appointed 
Director  of  Conference  Relations  of  the 
Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  in  Nashville,  will  serve  as 
resource  person.  Joaquin,  while  serving 
as  Director  of  Christian  Education  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe,  was  consecrated  as  a  Diaconal 
Minister.  His  experience  includes 
serving  as  Executive  Secretary  at  the 


Methodist  Church  in  Mexico,  and  as 
administrative  manager  of  The  United 
Publishing  House  in  Mexico. 

Joaquin  will  share  the  proposed 
General  Conference  legislation 
concerning  Diaconal  Ministry.  Under  his 
leadership  the  members  of  the  Board  will 
seek  to  discover  new  ways  they  may 
serve  the  Louisiana  Conference  more 
effectively. 

Persons  who  wish  to  learn  more  about 
the  diaconal  relationship,  and/or  the 
proposed  General  Conference 
legislation,  are  invited  by  Norma 
Garlington,  chairperson,  to  meet  with 
the  Board. 


Around  the  Conf. 


HAMMOND  —  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb, 
president  of  Centenary  College,  was  the 
evangelist  for  three  days  of  services  at 
First  UMC.  Dr.  Webb  spoke  on  the  theme 
“The  Evangel  Worship.” 

BATON  ROUGE  -  The  youth  of 
Ingleside  UMC  will  present  the  musical 
Godspell  in  the  context  of  a  Dinner 
Theater  on  October  28. 

SHREVEPORT  —  The  St.  James  UMC 
celebrated  Black  Public  Servants 
Sunday  in  September.  On  this  occasion 
pioneer  Black  Public  Servants  of  the 
1970’ s  in  the  Shreveport  community  were 
honored. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  The  NOS  District 
held  a  “Lay  Speaking  School”  with  the 
Rev.  Gilbert  T.  Wade,  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Abbeville,  as  the  leader. 

IOWA  —  The  First  UMC  will  celebrate 
a  “Service  of  Dedication,”  on  Sunday, 
October  28th,  for  a  new  Allen  MDC 
Classic  20  Organ.  Gifts  for  the  new  organ 
were  given  in  loving  memory  of  91 
individuals.  For  the  evening  service  the 
church  had  a  “Service  of  Music  of 
Singing;”  and  Dr.  George  Kreamer, 
organist  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd  of  Lake  Charles  was  the 
organist. 

WINNSBORO  -  The  bulletin  of  First 
UMC  reports  that  new  wine-colored 
robes  have  been  ordered  for  the  youth 


who  are  serving  as  Acolytes. 

SHREVEPORT  —  The  members  of 
Noel  UMC  heard  Dr.  David  Flude, 
executive  director  for  program  and 
mission  development  for  the  UM 
Heritage  Fellowship  recently.  Dr.  Flude 
spoke  on  the  subject  of  World  Hunger. 

LAITY  DAY  —  Some  of  the  announce¬ 
ments  we  have  received  concerning  the 
observance  of  Laity  Sunday  include: 
Sydney  Nelson,  a  practicing  attorney 
from  Shreveport,  spoke  at  First  UMC 
Minden;  Wallace  Martin  a  life-long 
resident  of  Ruston  and  a  member  of 
Trinity  UMC,  spoke  in  First  UMC 
Homer;  Dallas  Hounshell,  a  layman 
from  Franklinton,  spoke  at  Fisher  UMC; 
and  Van  Joffrion  spoke  at  Centenary  in 
Franklinton.  There  have  been  many 
others  but  these  at  least  are  ones  that  we 
have  noticed. 

BATON  ROUGE  —  The  Committee  on 
Career  Counseling  and  Planning 
sponsored  a  “Career  Fair”  at  Camphor 
UMC.  The  purpose  of  the  Career  Fair, 
according  to  George  W.  C.  Calvin, 
minister,  is  to  acquaint  young  adults  with 
the  world  of  work  with  emphasis  on 
church-related  careers,  to  present  an 
over  view  of  community  career  oppor¬ 
tunities,  and  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
financial  assistance  available  in 
preparing  for  various  careers. 


Pictured  above  is  Gerry  Tate,  with  his  parents.  Gerry 
recently  attained  the  rank  of  Eagle  Scout.  He  is  very  active  in 
the  First  UMC,  Delhi.  About  three  months  ago,  Gerry 
received  the  God  and  Country  Award  through  his  church.  His 
grandparents  are  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  Harbuck. 

Lab  School  In  Monroe 


A  Lab  School  sponsored  by  the  Monroe 
District  Council  on  Ministries  was  held  at 
First  UMC,  West  Monroe.  The  School 


Missions  —  Plan  To  Give 


the  nation’s  resources  to  reflect  God’s 
will. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  the  church  must  be 
the  conscience  of  the  community  and  act 
as  interpreter  of  Christian  values.  Health 
care,  the  needs  of  children,  etc.,  have 
received  support  because  the  teaching  of 
the  church  prevailed.  We  must  ensure 
that  God’s  children  everywhere  have  a 
full  life,  a  clean  life  ;  we  must  ensure  that 
we  move  indeed  toward  a  Christian 
society. 

The  luncheon  was  held  as  part  of  an 
annual  series  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 
in  memory  of  Wally  White,  son  of  Paul  & 
Joanne  White.  Rev.  Jim  Theus,  pastor  of 
St.  Timothy  Episcopal  Church  gave  the 
invocation  and  Rev.  John  Alley,  pastor  of 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  presided. 


Churches  which  plan  their  dollar  con¬ 
tributions  to  mission  causes  based  upon 
their  commitment  and  beliefs  find 
themselves  giving  more  dollars  with 
greater  ease,  being  better  informed 
about  missions,  and  rejoicing  throughout 
the  year  about  their  involvement.  As  the 
churches  of  Louisiana  prepare  budgets 
for  1980  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
would  challenge  you  to  plan  your  mission 
gifts.  Consider  all  of  the  following,  plan 
your  giving,  and  be  committed  to 
carrying  through. 

1.  PLAN  to  accept  and  pay  in  full  your 
World  Service  and  Conference 
Benevolences  which  support  the  basic 
mission  outreach  of  United  Methodism 


Honored  for  a  total  of  54  years  of  service  in  the  church 
school  (1.  to  r.)  Andy  Bowie,  Mrs.  Virginia  Jordan  and 
Edward  Larry. 


I  We  Goofed! 

^  We  accidentally  left  off  the  name 
I  of  Mrs.  Carlyle  Chapman  as  Conf. 

J  Sec.  of  Program  Resources  in  the 
J  list  of  new  Conf.  UMW  officers. 

Also  on  the  Special  Page  inside, 

J  we  failed  to  list  Mrs.  Walter  Brock  in 
J  the  Installation  Service  picture.  She 
!  is  standing  between  Janet  Hoffpauir 
^  and  Fran  Hall .  j 

St.  Mark  Notes 
Promotion  Day 

The  Church  School  of  St.  Mark  UMC  in 
Alexandria  observed  Recognition  and 
Promotion  Day.  The  program,  taken 
from  a  phase  of  Decision  Point,  was 
called  “The  Stewardship  of  Power.” 

The  highlight  of  the  observance  was 
awarding  plaques  to  three  individuals 
whose  total  service  is  54  years  in  the 
church  school.  They  were  Mrs.  Virginia 
Jordan  —  25  years;  Andy  Bowie  —  27 
years;  and  Edward  Larry  —  2  years. 
Also  receiving  gifts  of  recognition  for 
their  service  by  teaching  the  children 
and  youth  classes  were  Mrs.  Annie 
Jacob;  Mrs.  Gloria  Fields;  and  Ms. 
Carla  Jacob. 

Following  the  program  a  brunch  was 
held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 


and  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

2.  PLAN  to  give  to  Missional  Priorities 
through  Advance  Specials  for  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  (50%  remains  in 
Louisiana),  World  Hunger,  and 
Evangelism. 

3.  PLAN  to  give  salary  support  for 
missionaries  from,  and  assigned  to,  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  They  are:  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  David  Lowery,  Mrs.  Dorethea 
Brown  Cooper,  Liberia;  Carlos  Welch, 
India:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  Benner, 
Japan.  Churches  which  contribute  $1,000 
or  more  may  list  the  missionaries  on 
bulletins,  letterhead,  etc,  however  any 
amount  of  designated  support  is 
welcomed  and  recognized.  For  further 
information  you  may  contact  Rev.  Ray 
Holt,  Box  429,  Ringgold,  LA. 

4.  PLAN  to  give  to  Conference  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials;  The  Revolving  Loan 
Fund,  Conference  Disaster  Fund, 
Hughes  Methodist  Center,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana  One  Thousand  Club;  New 
Orleans  Metropolitan  Ministries. 

The  Spanish  Speaking  Ministry  in  New 
Orleans  is  of  special  concern  and  Bishop 
Shamblin,  The  Cabinet,  and  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
are  asking  each  District  to  plan  to  give  a 
minimum  of  $2,000  for  this  Ministry.  The 
new  Director  of  Spanish  Speaking 
Ministry  is  Rev.  Juan  Sanfiels  and  this 
work  will  be  housed  at  First  Church,  New 
Orleans. 

5.  PLAN  to  give  to  National  Division 
Advance  Specials,  especially  to  these 
located  within  the  bounds  of  Louisiana; 
Dulac  Community  Center;  MacDonnell 
United  Methodist  Children’s  Services, 
Inc. ;  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  New 
Orleans. 

6.  PLAN  to  give  through  UMCOR  for 
Relief,  Rehabilitation,  Refugee  Resettle¬ 
ment,  and  Renewal  of  Life. 

It  is  an  easy  thing  for  us  to  say  “there 
are  so  many  good  causes”  and  then  do 
little  or  nothing  about  them,  but  that  is 
not  the  spirit  of  Louisiana  United 
Methodism.  Plan  to  give!  Assistance  for 
your  planning  and  giving  can  be  secured 
from  your  District  Superintendent,  your 
District  Missions  Coordinator,  and  The 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

It  is  recommended  that  all  gifts  men¬ 


tioned  in  this  article  be  remitted  to  the 
Conference  Financial  Officer,  Dr.  J.  J. 
Caraway.  Care  should  be  taken  in  this 
matter  and  you  should  be  certain  that  the 
gift  is  clearly  designated  on  the  proper 
line  of  the  remittance  forms. 

Those  of  you  who  plan  to  give  will  dis¬ 
cover  that  it  will  really  happen,  and  you 
will  join  company  with  many  whose 
concern  is  to  be  in  mission. 


culminated  over  two  years’  work  and 
planning.  Mrs.  Audrey  Boggs  and  Miss 
Janis  Trammell  served  as  co-directors. 
Sixteen  hours  of  training  were  included 
in  the  event,  and  119  persons  were 
involved  in  the  school. 

Leaders  were:  Pre-school-Mrs. 
Virginia  Lindley,  Paragould,  Ark.; 
Elementary  —  Mrs.  Doris  Marsalis,  Mrs. 
Sally  Montgomery,  and  Mrs.  Sue  Camm, 
all  of  Shreveport;  Jr.  High  —  Rev.  Willis 
Dear,  Baton  Rouge;  Sr.  High  —  Rev. 
James  Poole,  Bogalusa;  and  Adult  —  Dr. 
John  Braden.  Sulphur. 

Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire  is  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Monroe  District,  and  Dr. 
Dewitt  Ginn  is  pastor  of  the  host  church. 


Scene  during  the  Monroe  District  Lab  School. 
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St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church 
712  Avoyelle  Drive 
Alexandria,  Louisiana  71301 
Dear  God : 

In  our  Sunday  School  today,  we 
decided  to  write  you  a  letter.  We 
would  like  to  know  what  it  is  like  in 
heaven?  We  would  like  to  see  you,  if 
at  all  possible.  We  have  often 
dreamed  about  visiting  heaven.  We 
would  like  to  attend  Church  and 
Sunday  School,  so  we  can  learn  more 
about  you;  from  the  Holy  Bible.  We 
would  like  you  to  know  we  would 
rather  be  with  you  then  the  devil. 

Thank  you  God,  for  letting  us  wake 
up  every  day  and  for  our  families. 

Love, 

St.  Mark  Children  Sunday  School 

P.S.  Please  write  back. 
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‘Whole  Gospel’— ‘Good  News’  dialogue: 
!  an  alternative  to  confrontation : 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


The  agreement  by  leaders  of  two  unof¬ 
ficial  United  Methodist  caucuses  repre¬ 
senting  opposite  ends  of  the  theological 
spectrum  to  engage  in  a  dialogue  session 
next  month  is  welcome  news.  (See 
•  TM/UMR,  Oct.  19.) 

Leaders  of  the  “Good  News”  move¬ 
ment  —  which  is  variously  characterized 
as  "evangelical”  or  “conservative”  — 
have  agreed  to  get  together  with  leaders 
of  the  “Coalition  for  the  Whole  Gospel” 
—  which  is  variously  characterized  as 
“social  activist”  or  “liberal”  —  to 
discuss  the  role  of  women  within  the 
church. 

More  important  than  the  coming  to¬ 
gether  of  these  specific  groups  is  the 
coming  together  of  persons  who  repre¬ 
sent  such  disparate  points  of  view  for 
face-to-face  discussion.  Too  often  “evan¬ 
gelicals”  and  “social  activists”  within 
our  church  have  been  content  to  talk 
about  one  another  in  stereotypical  ways, 
and  from  a  distance.  When  people  of  good 
will  agree  to  discuss  their  honest  dif¬ 
ferences,  they  discover  almost  immedi¬ 
ately  that  they  must  deal  with  persons 
rather  than  stereotypes;  they  usually 
discover  subsequently  that  there  are 
many  arehs  of  common  agreement  as 
well  as  areas  of  substantial  disagree¬ 
ment. 

The  dialogue  session  between  “Good 
News”  and  the  “Coalition  for  the  Whole 
Gospel”  is  by  no  means  assured  of  fruit¬ 
ful  results.  A  degree  of  jockeying  for 
Iposition  already  appears  to  be  going  on. 
iThe  latter  group  was  reported  as 
“‘issuing  a  challenge”  to  the  former  to 


get  together  and  discuss  the  role  of 
women.  A  leader  of  the  “Good  News” 
group  sent  TM/UMR  documentation  this 
past  week  of  a  general  dialogue  proposal 
he  made  to  a  “Whole  Gospel”  leader  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer,  which  received  no  re¬ 
sponse  until  the  “Challenge”  was 
issued.  If  this  is  to  be  a  dialogue  produc¬ 
ing  only  “winners,"  rather  than  a  debate 
with  one  “winner"  and  one  “loser,”  then 
participants  on  both  sides  will  need  to  en¬ 
ter  it  with  a  basic  sense  of  trust  in  the 
Christian  integrity  of  their  fellow  partici¬ 
pants. 

It  matters  little  or  not  at  all  who  initia¬ 
ted  the  novel  idea  that  Christians  should 
get  together  and  discuss  their  dif¬ 
ferences.  Our  church  already  has 
experienced  more  than  enough  unneces¬ 
sary  confrontation  between  opposing 
groups.  What  we  need  to  witness  now  are 
some  concrete  instances  in  which  Chris¬ 
tians  who  differ  demonstrate  —  in  an 
open  and  public  meeting  —  that  they 
affirm  one  another  as  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  Christ,  and  that  they  are  open  to 
learn  from  one  another. 

Leaders  of  “Good  News”  and  the 
“Coalition  for  the  Whole  Gospel”  not  only 
have  the  opportunity  to  come  to  terms 
with  one  another  about  a  single  issue  of 
particular  significance  at  their  upcoming 
meeting.  More  important,  they  have  the 
responsibility  of  providing  both  them¬ 
selves  and  others  within  our  church  with 
a  creative  model  for  dealing  with  conflict 
through  the  sharing  of  concerns  rather 
than  through  name-calling. 
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TO  EXPOSE  THE 
EVILS  OP 
SOCIETY 


Here  I  Stand 


OCTOBER  26,  1979 


UMC  needs  sharpened  plans 
to  confront  traditional  evils 


BUT  I  VO  WISM 
NET?  BEAR  P0WN  ON 
CORPORATE  SI  US 


INSTEAD  OF  MV 
PERSONAL  QHES 


By  PAUL  DOUGLASS 

Methodism  historically  has  been  a 
practical  movement  of  personal  experi¬ 
ence  and  social  responsibility.  The  aging 
Methodist  Building  on  Capitol  Hill 
abreast,  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
stands  as  a  landmark  in  the  moral  annals 
of  America. 

In  its  concern  for  social  responsibility, 
Methodism  throughout  most  of  the  20th 
century  took  vertebrate  stands  against 
four  evils  which  damage  the  individual, 
corrupt  politics,  erode  productivity  and 
generate  injustice  among  families. 

The  four  evils  have  been  and  increas¬ 
ingly  continue  to  be: 

(1)  GAMBLING  —  the  non-productive 
exchange  of  wealth  by  chance; 

(2)  LIQUOR  —  the  beverage  which 
subverts  bodily,  mental,  social,  family 
and  economic  health; 

(3)  ECONOMIC  INJUSTICE  -  the 
cancer  on  the  common  weal.  From  the 
days  of  the  Prophets  the  social  gospel  has 
sought  the  application  of  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  to  family,  state,  society  and  inter¬ 
national  affairs;  and 

(4)  WAR  —  superlative  mass  violence. 

A  review  of  American  history  proves 

how  right  Methodism  was  in  its  activism 
for  human  decency. 

Each  of  these  four  evils  against  which 
Methodism  has  taken  its  stand  exist  as 
massive  enterprises  shaping  lifestyles. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


To  increase  the  net  dividend  on  the  bot¬ 
tom  line,  each  of  these  industries  fights 
to  provide  for  growth  by  marketing,  thus 
shaping  lifestyles. 

The  gambling  industry  must  seduce 
more  gamblers  in  all  age  groups  to  main¬ 
tain  its  position.  The  liquor  industry  — 
now  merging  into  gigantic  and  bitterly 
competing  units  —  must  wean  soft 
drinkers  into  liquor  drinkers  at  the  ear¬ 
liest  legal  age.  By  1980  predictions 
estimate  that  beer  sales  will  exceed 
those  of  coffee  and  milk.  Tax  loopholes 
enable  the  rich  to  get  richer  and  the  cor¬ 
rupt  to  hide  income  and  escape  the  IRS 
while  the  working  middle  classes  pay  a 
heavy  and  inescapable  tax  burden.  Mili¬ 
tary  budgets  soar  upward  while  judges  of 
the  International  Court  of  Justice  sit  with 
empty  dockets  and  the  human  race  lives 
in  peril  of  nuclear  annihilation. 

Statistical  experience  now  shows  how 
right  Methodism  was  in  its  social  goals. 
Gambling  tumbles  from  the  weight  of  its 
own  promotion  and  the  enormous  cost  of 
its  own  operation  in  proportion  to  the 
paltry  gifts  which  it  grants.  The  liquor  in¬ 
dustry  moves  to  continue  growth  by 
means  of  a  marketing  master  plan  for 
the  1980s  which  will  make  booze  a  house¬ 
hold  joy  and  necessity  while  alcoholism 
saddles  society  with  a  tremendous  bur¬ 
den  in  both  direct  and  indirect  costs. 
Rampant  inflation,  fueled  by  economic 


Good  word  about  religion  from 
psychotherapist  is  encouraging 


Article  on  salvation  lauded ,  chided 


Marlene  Shelton  LaRoe,  a  psychother¬ 
apist  and  author  of  a  new  book  entitled 
“How  Not  To  Ruin  a  Perfectly  Good  Mar¬ 
riage,”  said  recently  that  religion  can 
‘  play  an  important  role  in  keeping  mar- 
J  riages  sustained  and  vigorous,  but  more 
must  be  done  to  make  the  positive  values 
of  religion  professionally  accepted  by 
therapists  (see TM/UMR,  October  19). 

**  It  is  refreshing  to  read  such 
affirmative  comments  about  religious 
faith  and  practice  coming  from  the  lips  of 
Jp  psychotherapist  and  marriage 
counselor. 

Many  insights  from  the  fields  of  psy¬ 
chology,  psychoanalysis  and  psychother¬ 
apy  have  been  recognized  and  accepted 
for  several  decades  now  as  valid  pastoral 
counseling.  United  Methodist  seminaries 
Tiave  taken  seriously  the  need  for  persons 
'preparing  for  the  ministry  to  gain  an  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  relationship  of  psy¬ 
chology  and  religion. 

Unfortunately  a  reciprocal  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  religion  is  not  generally  shared  by 
psychologists  and  psychotherapists. 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
the  readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition 
produced  for  the  Community  UMC  in  Pa¬ 
cific  Palisades,  California  (Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference) . 

Each  week  approximately  250  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  this  congregation  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  special  edition  of  this  newspaper 
which  combines  their  local  church  news 
on  the  front  page  with  annual  conference 
news  on  the  back  page,  and  general  reli¬ 
gious  news  and  opinion  on  the  four  inside 


Since  at  least  the  time  of  Sigmund  Freud, 
religion  has  been  regarded  more  often  as 
a  “crutch”  or  negative  force  among  pro¬ 
fessional  counselors  than  as  a  positive 
and  important  part  of  life.  As  Mrs. 
LaRoe  says,  “religion  isn’t  accepted  by 
professionals  as  part  of  the  therapeutic 
process  for  emotional  and  marital  pro¬ 
blems,  mainly  because  of  negative 
stereotypes  of  religion  that  turn  people 
off.” 

Many  personality  problems  are  known 
to  arise  out  of  unhealthy  religious  at¬ 
titudes  and  practices.  Hence,  it  is  under¬ 
standable  why  many  therapists  would 
develop  an  automatically  hostile  attitude 
toward  anything  religious,  rather  than  a 
recognition  that  religion  can  often 
provide  life-enhancing  solutions  to  per¬ 
sonality  problems.  Mrs.  LaRoe  contends 
religion  may  provide  a  positive  sense  of 
community  as  well  as  positive  experi¬ 
ences  of  religious  faith.  She  adds:  “More 
needs  to  be  done  to  make  religious  coun¬ 
seling  professionally  accepted  as  part  of 
the  therapy.” 

We  believe  the  development  and  ex¬ 
pression  of  religious  faith  is  one  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  what  it  means  to  be  fully 
human.  Many  human  problems  result 
from  the  lack  of  a  sense  of  ultimate 
meaning  or  purposefulness  to  life,  which 
faith  alone  can  provide.  We  are  grateful 
to  read  a  psychotherapist’s  testimony  to 
this  fact,  along  with  her  personal  affir¬ 
mation:  “I  think  religion  is  important.” 
We  hope  her  colleagues  in  the  secular 
counseling  professions  will  read  and  take 
to  heart  her  conclusions. 


To  the  Editor: 

Praise  the  Lord  for  Larry  J.  King’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  headlined  “Sal¬ 
vation  requires  more  than  just  being  a 
good  person”  (TM/UMR,  October  5). 

Mr.  King’s  article  reminded  me  of  the 
days  when  I  was  younger  (I’m  in  my  late 
40s)  and  salvation  was  being  preached. 

I  pray  that  others  will  be  as  fortunate 

aSlWaS'  Violet  H.  Perry 

Redlands,  California 

Perspective  incomplete 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Grandpa  of  Larry  J.  King’s  “Here 
I  Stand”  sure  missed  the  boat  to  heaven, 
according  to  Larry.  Whenever  Grandpa 
has  been  consigned.  I’m  sure  God  will 
seek  him  out  and  the  ensuing 
conversation  will  probably  include  what 
to  do  with  pastors  who  go  through  their 
ministry  deciding  who  is  “in”  and  who  is 
“out.” 

Mr.  King  seems  to  condemn  Grandpa 
because  Grandpa  was  never  baptized 
and  never  “took”  communion.  What 
Jesus  would  say  about  this  I’m  not  sure 
(I’ll  bet  Mr.  King  knows),  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  Jesus  would  be  very  interested  in 
how  Grandpa  had  spent  his  life. 
Apparently  Mr.  King  didn’t  inquire  too 
deeply,  but  I  have  a  feeling  the  old 
gentleman  “fed  the  hungry,  clothed  the 
naked,  etc.”  And  Mr.  King  doesn’t  give 
us  the  whole  story  about  “cheap  grace,” 
either.  This  concept,  according  to 
Bonhoeffer,  has  more  to  do  with  sacrifice 
and  suffering. 

Anyhow,  I’ve  been  baptized  and  I 
“take”  communion,  so  I  guess  I  have 
nothing  to  worry  about.  But  how  am  I 


To  these  new  readers  in  Pacific 
Palisades,  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  newspaper 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church  we  say  again :  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The  Texas 
Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter). 


My  Witness 

Unity  of  thought  unnecessary 
if  we  have  unity  of  trust 


REPORTER 
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By  RAYMOND  C.  BIERCE 

During  the  last  several  months  there 
has  been  a  continuing  discussion  of  the 
subject  of  “Theological  pluralism”  with¬ 
in  the  UMC.  As  a  layman  of  long  standing 
in  the  church,  I  would  like  to  comment  on 
the  subject  with  the  intention  of  adding 
some  soothing  balm  to  the  discussion. 
“Pluralism”  will  be  looked  at  from  dif¬ 
ferent  view  points  by  the  members  of  our 
church.  This  is  to  be  expected. 

In  order  to  maintain  our  own  spiritual 
and  psychological  integrity,  we  must  be 
intellectually  honest  with  ourselves  and 
with  God.  This  has  a  direct  bearing 
on  the  first  great  commandment  of 
Jesus,  “You  will  love  the  Lord  your 
God  with  all  your  heart  .  .  .  and  with  all 
your  mind.”  (Matthew  22:37  RSV). 
Because  of  our  individual  psychological 
makeup,  we  will  see  and  understand 
things  differently.  This  can  be  seen  at 
any  meeting.  Just  listen  to  the  argu¬ 
ments  —  both  pro  and  .con  —  to  an  idea 
presented  to  an  Administrative  Board  of 
any  local  church!  Each  speaker  thinks 
he  has  the  correct  understanding  and 
solution  to  the  matter. 

We  have  a  similar  problem  with 
“pluralism.”  We  can  experience  and 
understand  our  faith  from  different 
points  of  view.  Those  who  speak  against 
pluralism  naturally  want  the  church  to 
accept  their  position  because,  in  their 
eyes,  they  have  THE  TRUTH. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church  (Congregational  and  Methodist) 
for  almost  40  years.  When  I  first  joined 
the  church  about  a  year  after  I  graduated 
from  high  school,  I  asked  many 
questions.  Years  later  I  am  still  asking 
questions.  I  have  continued  to  ask 
questions  not  because  I  am  slow  at  learn¬ 
ing.  but  because  I  have  tried  to  grow 
continually.  I  believe  that  our  journey 
through  life  should  be  marked  by  growth 
—  both  moral  and  intellectual. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  philosophy  of 
humanism  which  masquerades  as  Chris¬ 
tian  religion.  There  is  no  place  in  the 
church  for  this  type  of  thinking.  How¬ 
ever,  there  is  an  honest  difference  of 
thought  within  the  ranks  of  dedicated 
disciples  of  Christ.  This  is  what  we  must 
recognize,  tolerate  and  try  to  under¬ 


stand.  Over  the  years  I  have  encountered 
many  deficiencies  in  the  positions  of 
people  who  have  said  that  they  have  the 
only  correct  understanding  of  TRUTH. 

To  try  to  force  a  unity  of  theological 
thought  within  the  church  would  be  the 
first  step  to  its  disintegration.  Unity  of 
thought  produces  a  mental  straight 
jacket;  and  a  straight  jacket,  whether  it 
is  physical  or  mental,  produces  nothing 
but  frustration  and  despair. 

As  for  me,  I  want  in  our  church  not 
unity  of  thought  but  unity  of  trust  (faith). 

"I  believe,  help  my  unbelief.”  (Mark 
9:24,  RSV). 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Raymond  C. 
Bierce,  is  a  chiropractor  and  a  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York. 


Send  TM/UMR  your 
Christmas  ideas 

In  a  recent  editorial  (see  TM/UMR, 
Oct.  12),  TM/UMR  advocated  that 
United  Methodist  families  begin  now 
to  discuss  and  plan  ways  of 
celebrating  the  coming  Christmas 
season  which  are  personally 
meaningful  and  appropriate 
expressions  of  the  Christian  faith. 

We  hope  families  which  have 
accepted  that  challenge  and  have 
resolved  to  make  this  Christmas 
“different,”  will  share  some  of  their 
ideas  with  us  and  with  other  TM/UMR 
readers  in  the  weeks  before 
Christmas. . 

Send  us  your  family’s  ideas  for  a 
meaningful  Christmas.  If  we  select 
your  submission  for  publication,  we 
will  contribute  $10  in  your  name  to 
United  Methodism’s  World  Hunger 
Fund.  Please  keep  submissions  no 
longer  than  two  double-spaced,  type¬ 
written  pages. 

Send  ideas  to:  A  Different 
Christmas,  TM/UMR,  PO.  Box 
221076.  Dallas,  Texas.  75222. 


going  to  pass  all  this  new  information  on 
to  my  God-fearing  Jewish  friends,  et  al? 

I  believe  Larry  King  should  try  looking 
at  the  complete  Jesus  and  the  complete 
Scriptures. 

George  Mornce 
El  Segundo,  California 

It’s  good  to  see  Christian 
essentials  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

First  let  me  congratulate  you  on  the 
contribution  by  the  Rev.  Larry  King 
under  the  “Here  I  Stand”  heading 
(TM/UMR,  October  5).  It  presented  the 
essentials  of  Christian  doctrine  in  very 
definite  terms  and  needs  to  be  stated  and 
restated  in  all  Christian  churches. 

For  far  too  long  we  have  had  a 
mistaken  idea  of  the  true  meaning  of  the 
term  “Christian.”  Hence,  our  nation  of 
loosening  moral  and  ethical  standards. 

Which  all  leads  also  to  our  wishy-washy 
attitude  toward  homosexuality.  To  me, 
the  degradation  of  the  word  “gay”  from 
a  meaning  of  gladness,  joy,  etc.,  to  a 
term  describing  the  perversion  of  sex  is 
extremely  annoying  and  disturbing.  It  is 
high  time  the  Christian  church  called  sin 
what  it  is  —  “Sin."  There  is  no  way  that 
homosexuality  can  be  described  in  any 
way  but  perversion  by  biblical  standards 
or  any  other  standard.  And  so-called 
“gays”  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
sense  that  any  person  guilty  of  sin  is 
dealt  with.  They  need  love  and  concern 
plus  a  feeling  of  need  for  salvation  from 
the  sin  of  perversion.  And  we  certainly 
can’t  consider  ordaining  them  ministers 
of  a  gospel  that  proclaims  purity, 
honesty,  etc.,  as  supreme  requisites  of  its 

llfe  Wilbur  Hohn 

Pagosa  Springs,  Colorado 

Change  in  language 
about  God  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

Certain  actions  of  our  church’s  60 
member  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  (CSRW),  as  reported  by 
Judy  Elswick  in  your  October  5  issue, 
were  very  disappointing  to  me.  I  call  on 
all  those  who  attend  the  General 
Conference  to  soundly  reject  their 
proposal  to  change  “God  our  Father”  to 
“God  our  Creator”  in  the  preamble  to  the 
Social  Principles.  Such  would  in  no  way 
improve  the  status  or  role  of  women  and 
would  do  great  damage  to  the  concept  of 
God  taught  by  his  Son. 

Creation  is  only  one  of  the  many  “fun” 
things  a  father  gets  to  do.  Perhaps  the 
CSRW  really  wants  to  change  to  “God 
our  Mother,”  which  in  my  judgment 
would  conform  closer  to  Jesus’  teachings 
than  would  “God  our  Creator.”  Does  the 
CSRW  also  want  to  change  Article  I  of 
the  Articles  of  Religion  and  the  teachings 
of  Jesus? 

J.  O.  Steele  Jr. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Showing  hospitality  to 
‘boat  people’  produces  joy 

To  the  Editor: 

“Do  not  neglect”  —  I  read  this  in 
Hebrews  13  —  “to  show  hospitality  to 
strangers.”  Why?  Because  the  showing 
of  hospitality  is  a  joyful  thing  when  they 
are  “boat  people”  you  have  invited  to 
your  community.  Because  they  do  turn 
out  to  be  ‘ ‘angels  unawares’  ’  that  you  are 
entertaining.  That  is,  they  bring  a  word 
fresh  from  God.  Who  knows  what  it  may 
blossom  into?  Because  you  become  “as  if 
in  prison  (linguistically,  culturally)  with 
them”  via  empathy.  A  sobering,. thought- 
provoking,  fine  experience  for  Christ’s 
brethren.  Clayton  Oberg 

Waseca,  Minnesota 

It’s  hard  for  the  tolerant 
to  tolerate  the  intolerant 

To  the  Editor: 

I  felt  a  certain  kinship  to  Mr.  Vernon 
Bigler,  not  because  we  carry  the  same 
last  name,  but  because  of  his  viewpoints 
so  adeptly  expressed  in  the  “Letters  to 
the  Editor,”  September  21  issue  of 
TM/UMR. 

For  those  of  us'  who  believe  in  the 
teachings  of  Christ  and  His  disciples,  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  how  anyone 
professing  to  be  a  Christian  could 


condone  war,  accept  capital  punishment 
or  any  kind  of  act  that  would  dehumanize 
or  cause  physical  or  mental  injury  to 
another  individual.  But  nevertheless 
these  opinions  and  actions  exist,  many 
times  within  the  church.  To  be  a  church 
member  and  to  be  a  Christian  can  mean 
two  totally  different  lifestyles.  The 
church  is  as  strongly  Christian  as  the 
people  are  within  the  church.  The  church 
has  had  its  failings,  but  the  institution 
has  stood  the  test  of  time,  making  many 
contributions  in  spite  of  its  many 
weaknesses. 

I  am  reminded  of  a  quote  (author 
unknown).  "It  is  difficult  for  the  tolerant 
to  tolerate  the  intolerant.” 

Margaret  D.  Bigler 
Lee’s  Summit,  Missouri 

Boycotts  miss  the  point 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  “Here  I  Stand”  by  Thomas 
Swantner  (TM/UMR,  September  2ft) 
activated  some  thought  process  in  the 
back  of  my  head,  and  I  began  to  ponder 
the  whole  idea  of  church  boycott  vs.  the 
real  mission  of  the  church. 

Surely  Mr.  Swantner  has  missed  the 
point.  If  he  hasn’t,  perhaps  Jesus  and 
the  entire  Christian  history  have  missed 
the  point.  Is  the  purpose  of  the  church  to 
force  the  rest  of  society  into  line,  or  is  it 
to  tell  them  about  the  good  news  of 
Jesus? 

Down  through  the  ages,  it  seems  that 
most  great  Christian  writers  have  opted 
for  the  latter.  In  fact  some  of  the  great 
atrocities  of  all  time  have  been 
committed  by  those  who  accepted  the 
“whip  ’em  into  line”  view  of  Christian 
love. 

How  on  earth  can  I  hold  my  boot  on  the 
throat  of  my  brother  and  at  the  same 
time  tell  him  of  the  love  of  Jesus?  Even 
more,  how  can  I  convince  him  while 
mashing  him  in  the  face  that  I  am  doing 
this  as  an  expression  of  my  great  love  for 
him? 

Can  I  really  organize  pickets  and  drive 
a  grocer  into  bankruptcy,  then  ask  him  to 
join  the  church  of  Jesus,  of  which  I  am  a 
member?  Is  this  really  going  to  work; 
ever? 

The  larger  question  looms  at  us:  Can  a 
church  which  takes  up  the  cudgels  and 
expresses  an  adversary  position  toward 
its  brethren  continue  to  exist?  Should  it? 

Charley  Burlingame 
Taos.  New  Mexico 


Paul  Douglass 
injustice  in  public  policy,  breeds  a  revo¬ 
lutionary  spirit  which  could  make  the 
Boston  Tea  Party  a  secondary  pattern. 
The  20th  century  has  already  reported 
more  men  killed  in  battle  than  the  cumu¬ 
lative  total  for  the  previous  800  years. 

METHODISM  WAS  RIGHT  EM  ITS 
HISTORIC  POSITION  IN  THE  20TH 
CENTURY.  In  the  1980s  the  need  is  for 
sharpened  programs  to  show  what  these 
four  evils  are  doing  to  American  society 
and  its  world  leadership. 

“HERE  I  STAND.”  The  1980s  need 
United  Methodist  action! 

Church  must  deal 
with  spiritual, 
social  decline 

By  JEFF  CANNON 

On  Thursday,  June  8,  1978,  the 
academic,  literary,  secular  and  religious 
world  sat  back  in  their  chairs  on  the 
campus  at  Harvard  University,  prepared 
to  listen  to  a  commencement  address 
that  they  were  sure  would  strengthen 
their  faith  in  the  American  system.  They 
awaited  a  biting  commentary  on  com¬ 
munism  by  one  who  had  experienced  it  at 
its  worst  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

What  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn  had  to 
say  that  afternoon  could  not  have  been 
further  from  what  the  world  expected  to 
hear.  Solzhenitsyn  delivered  a  sermon  to 
the  Western  World  and  particularly  to 
the  United  States.  It  took  a  secular 
scholar  to  make  the  United  States  hear  of 
its  own  spiritual  vacuum.  His  address 
was  criticized  by  the  press,  called 
“dangerous”  by  the  New  York  Times 
and  “remote  to  modern  western  expe¬ 
rience”  by  the  Washington  Post. 

What  many  who  heard  or  read  did  not 
want  to  hear  was  that  Solzhenitsyn  was 
offering  a  commentary  on  the  nature  of 
man  and  the  spiritual  needs  of  a  nation. 

William  S.  Banowsky,  president  of  the 
University  of  Oklahoma,  in  reviewing  the 
address,  said  that  “Solzhenitsyn’s  philos¬ 
ophy  has  a  far  more  distinguished  pedi¬ 
gree  than  does  the  easy  liberalism  which 
is  now  fashionable  orthodoxy  in  a  society 
which  owes  its  very  success  to  the  fact 
that  it  has  lived  off  the  moral  capital  of  an 
older  and  sounder  tradition.  I  fear  this 
spiritual  capital  is  being  rapidly  spent." 

If  the  church  is  unable,  or  unwilling,  to 
speak  out  on  the  “symptoms”  that  are 
eating  away  at  the  groundwork  of  our  na¬ 
tion,  then  the  secular  world  will  end  up 
doing  it  for  us.  Materialism,  hedonism, 
humanism,  the  loss  of  courage  and  the 
abuse  of  freedom  must  be  addressed  by 
the  church  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
the  teachings  of  Christ.  We  cannot  leave 
the  job  of  spiritual  renewal  to  the  world, 
although  the  world  will  take  it  up  if  the 
church  won’t. 

The  social  stands  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  are  indeed  to  be  commended, 
but  unless  the  traditions,  doctrine  and 
history  of  our  Wesleyan  heritage  walk 
hand  in  hand  with  our  social  principles, 
then  they  balance  on  an  uneven 
foundation.  In  the  words  of  Dr.  Banow¬ 
sky,  “Nothing  less  is  at  stake  than  the 
survival  of  our  civilization.” 

“ Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributors  are:  Dr.  Paul 
Douglass,  a  retired  member  of  the 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference  and  past 
president  of  American  University  in 
Washington  D.C.,  who  now  resides  in 
Granville,  New  York;  and  Jeff  Cannon,  a 
member  of  the  Chapel  Hill  UMC  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  who  is 
presently  residing  in  Newport  News, 
Virginia  while  attending  seminary. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  ” Here  I  Stand,” 
TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


HAS  YOUR  CHURCH 
SEEN  IT  YET? 
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If  not,  you  have  an  experience  in  store.  It  is  the  chal¬ 
lenging  and  inspiring  story  of  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Churches  in  United  Methodism.  This  16  mm,  color 
film  shows  the  witness,  worship,  ministry  and  out¬ 
reach  of  Asian,  Black,  Hispanic  and  Native  American 
United  Methodists.  You  will  have  a  new  appreciation 
of  them,  of  their  gifts  and  graces.  You  will  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  urgency  of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Missional  Priority.  See  One  in  the  Lord! 

Order  from  your  Conference  Film  Library  or  for  $15  rental  from: 
United  Methodist  Film  Service,  1525  McGavock  St.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203 
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(right),  are  greeted  by  Mary  Clark  and  the  Rev.  John  Crosswhite,  pastor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  here  as  the  Peales  sign  the  guest  register  before  presenting  the 
Guideposts  magazine  church  award  to  the  42-member  congregation,  the  smallest 
church  ever  to  receive  the  award.  JUDY  ei-swick  photo 


Small  town  Iowa  church  rises  by  helping 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

HASTINGS,  Iowa  —  Things  looked 
mighty  different  to  the  Rev.  John 
Crosswhite,  he  admitted  last  week  as 
he  stood  in  his  pulpit  at  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Hastings  and 
looked  around  the  sanctuary.  When  he 
came  to  the  church  a  little  more  th^in 
two  years  ago,  he  could  expect  to  see 
about  12  people  at  church  services.  On 
the  evening  of  Oct.  17,  the  sanctuary 
was  filled  to  capacity  and  folding 
doors  to  an  adjoining  room  were 
pushed  back  to  provide  space  for  the 
crowd  of  approximately  430  people 
from  Hastings  and  the  surrounding 
area  who  had  come  to  honor  the  42- 
member  church  as  it  received  the 
Guideposts  Magazine  Church  Award 
for  1979. 

Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale  and  his 
wife,  Ruth  Stafford  Peale,  editors  and 
publishers  of  Guideposts  magazine, 
presented  a  bronze  plaque  and  a 
$5,000  check  to  the  church,  the  22nd  — 
and  smallest  —  to  receive  the  annual 
award. 

The  enormous  crowd  which  turned 
out  for  the  occasion  —  larger  than  the 
entire  community  of  Hastings,  with  a 


population  of  229  —  was  indicative  of 
the  rising  interest  and  support  the 
church  receives  since  it  embarked 
two  years  ago  on  a  visitation  program 
to  find  out  how  the  church  could  serve 
the  area. 

Nine  people  and  Mr.  Crosswhite  — 
now  serving  his  first  appointment 
after  giving  up  farming  to  go  into  the 
ministry  at  age  43  —  set  out  with  one 
key  question:  What  can  we  do  to  help 
you? 

The  results  ranged  from  a  petition 
to  the  Iowa  Parole  Board  to  help  ob¬ 
tain  the  release  of  a  teenager  impri¬ 
soned  for  his  part  in  a  robbery  (now 
released,  married  and  working  for  the 
railroad  in  a  nearby  town)  to  taking 
taped  recordings  of  sermons  to  a 
woman  recovering  from  a  broken  hip. 

The  visitation  effort  also  served  as 
motivation  for  people  to  get  to  know 
one  another.  Part  of  the  reason  for  the 
decline  in  visiting  and  in  church  activ¬ 
ity  probably  resulted  from  increased 
use  of  television  and  cars,  surmised 
Mrs.  Rachel  Darby,  who  with  her 
husband,  Dean,  was  one  of  nine  people 
at  the  church  who  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  the  visitation  plan.  “I  live 
outside  of  town,  so  I  hadn’t  thought 


about  it  before,  but  when  we  found  out 
people  didn’t  know  each  other  in  a 
town  this  size  .  .  she  shook  her 
head. 

Since  that  time,  the  UM  church  — 
the  only  one  in  town  —  has  again  be¬ 
come  a  meeting-place.  In  addition  to 
Sunday  worship  services,  which  now 
average  35  in  attendance,  the  church 
offers  Bible  study  classes  for  adults 
and  teenagers,  as  well  as  a  junior 
choir.  Youth  also  participate  in  a 
United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
organization  which  includes  all  four 
churches  in  the  Nishna  Valley  Parish 
which  Mr.  Crosswhite  serves.  A  spa¬ 
ghetti  supper  and  ice  cream  socials  — 
used  to  raise  money  for  repairs  and 
remodeling  to  the  church,  including 
installation  of  a  bathroom  to  replace 
the  outhouse  —  have  also  helped  bring 
community  members  together. 

Preparations  for  the  award  presen¬ 
tation,  which  included  a  covered  dish 
supper  at  the  Community  Building 
and  a  service  at  the  church,  drew  in 
numerous  volunteers  from  the  area 
who  worked  on  both  buildings.  “The 
whole  community  is  thrilled  and 
excited  about  this, ’’Mrs.  Darby  said. 

The  Peales  pointed  out  that  9,000 


churches  as  well  as  other  contacts  had 
been  canvassed  by  Guideposts  in  its 
consideration  of  churches  for  the 
award.  The  Hastings  church  —  nom¬ 
inated  by  its  secretary,  Ruby  Bass  — 
received  the  award  for  revitalizing  its 
church,  showing  that  a  small  church 
can  survive,  and  setting  an  example 
for  other  churches  “both  large  and 
small,”  Mrs.  Peale  said. 

“The  law  of  averages  was  against 
it,  but  the  law  of  God  was  for  it,”  Dr. 
Peale,  pastor  of  New  York  City’s  Mar¬ 
ble  Collegiate  Church,  told  the  crowd 
assembled  to  watch  the  church’s 
pastor  accept  the  award.  “I  tell  you, 
the  life  of  America  was  built  around 
the  village  or  country  church.  If  you 
lose  the  church,  you  lose  the  rock  upon 
which  civilization  rests.  These  nine 
people  had  the  whole  force  of  history 
—  and  of  God  —  behind  them,”  Dr. 
Peale  said.  “I  think  this  is  the 
greatest  award  we’ve  ever  given.” 

An  emotional  Mr.  Crosswhite  ac¬ 
cepted  the  plaque  on  behalf  of  the 
church,  telling  the  crowd,  “It’s  beau¬ 
tiful,  they've  earned  it,  but  the  glory 
still  goes  to  God.” 


‘Fight  for  life’  pledged  for  relief 

UM  relief  agency  responds  to  severe  hunger  situation  in  Cambodia 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Predicting  that  as 
many  as  one  million  persons  will  die  of 
starvation  in  Cambodia  (Kampuchia) 
during  the  next  few  months,  United 
Methodism’s  world-wide  relief  agency 
committed  $200,000  here  Oct.  18  to  a 
“fight  for  life”  in  that  war-brutalized 
Southeast  Asian  nation. 

Announcement  of  the  grant,  made  here 
during  the  annual  meeting  of  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
came  on  the  heels  of  a  disclosure  that  ne¬ 
gotiations  between  church  leaders  and 
the  government  of  Cambodia  had  opened 
the  door  to  relief  efforts  in  that  nation  — 
a  door  slammed  shut  last  January  by  the 
Vietnamese-installed  government  of 
Cambodian  Premier  Heng  Samrin. 

Within  hours  after  agreement  was 
reached  on  the  relief  efforts,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of 
Minnesota  and  officials  from  nine  other 
Protestant  denominations  were  on  their 
way  to  Cambodia  to  negotiate  arrange¬ 
ments  for  an  office  to  coordinate  the 
relief  efforts.  Within  three  or  four  weeks 
a  two-person  team  will  arrive  in  the 
Cambodian  capital  of  Phnom  Phen  to  ob¬ 
serve  and  control  distribution  of  food  and 
other  humanitarian  aid  being  sent  by 
churches.  In  addition  to  $200,000  in  initial 
funding  from  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  another 
$600,000  has  been  pledged  by  other  Pro¬ 
testant  denominations  in  the  United 
States  as  a  part  of  a  total  of  $2  million  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  hopes  to  raise 
for  the  project. 

“What  are  we  witnessing  is  the  death 
of  a  nation  of  people,”  Dr.  Harry  Haines, 
top  executive  of  UMCOR  told  TM/UMR 


“Twenty-five  percent  of  the  entire  popu¬ 
lation  of  Cambodia  has  already  been 
wiped  out  by  the  war,  the  executions  and 
starvation.  If  we  do  not  respond  to  this 
tragedy,  history  will  judge  us  —  we  will 
someday  judge  ourselves.  We  must 
respond." 

Dr.  Haines  pointed  out  that  recent  sat¬ 
ellite  photos  taken  of  Cambodia  by  the 
U.S.  government  show  that  85  percent  of 
the  nation’s  farm  land  has  not  been 
planted  because  of  the  war. 

“Some  predictions  say  that  as  many  as 
a  million  persons  are  already  dead,”  Dr. 
Haines  said.  “They  have  eaten  the  seed 
rice  that  would  have  gone  to  the  new 
crop.  People  are  living  on  tree  bark  — 
and  there  isn’t  even  enough  of  that  to  go 
around.  There  is  no  way  we  can  prevent 
thousands  and  thousands  more  from 
dying  of  starvation,  but  we  can  help.  ” 

UMCOR  has  already  responded 
through  Church  World  Service  (CWS)  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  to  the 
need  in  Cambodia  with  $25,000  worth  of 
mosquito  netting  and  anti-malarial  medi¬ 
cines  to  combat  a  severe  outbreak  of  ma¬ 
laria  which  is  accompanying  the  famine. 
Those  supplies  arrived  in  Ph^om  Phen 
Oct.  15. 

In  addition  to  their  own  relief  efforts, 
the  various  Christian  church  organiza¬ 
tions  will  cooperate  with  the  Internation¬ 
al  Red  Cross  and  United  Nations  relief 
bodies  which  also  have  been  allowed  into 
Cambodia. 

This  week.  Dr.  Haines  was  scheduled 
to  join  other  Christian  relief  officials  in 
conversations  with  President  Jimmy 
Carter  about  the  Cambodian  situation. 
High  on  the  agenda  of  the  conversations 
were  hopes  that  the  president  could  be 
persuaded  to  release  American  surplus 


good  for  shipment  to  Cambodia  as  a  part 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture’s 
“Food  for  Peace”  program. 

In  support  of  the  effort,  the  UMC’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  unanimously 
voted  Oct.  19  to  urge  the  U.S.  government 
to  release  the  surplus  food  and  by  mak¬ 
ing  individual  contributions  to  UMCOR 
in  the  name  of  Cambodian  relief,”  Dr. 
Haines  told  TM/UMR. 

“We  expect  the  usual  criticism  from 
the  few  among  us  who  will  object  to  this 
effort  because  Cambodia  is  a  Communist 
governed  country,”  Dr.  Haines  said. 
“Well,  out  of  the  60  countries  where  we 
provide  relief.  I  only  know  of  eight  or 
nine  that  most  Americans  would  rate  as 
‘nice’  governments.  We  need  to  re¬ 
member  that  feeding  children  is  non¬ 
political.  We  can’t  refuse  to  help  the  suf¬ 


fering,  regardless  of  what  the  cause  is. 
UMCOR  is  not  interested  in  politics.  We 
are  interested  in  helping  humanity  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Dr.  Haines  told  TM/UMR  that  a  major 
responsibility  of  the  two-person  team  in 
Phnom  Phen  will  be  to  verify  that  food 
and  other  relief  materials  go  to  civilians 
in  need  and  not  to  the  government  or  the 
military. 

Relief  efforts  also  will  continue  among 
about  500,000  Cambodian  refugees  now 
living  in  refugee  camps  in  five  neigh¬ 
boring  Southeast  Asian  nations. 

Contributions  for  Cambodian  relief, 
Dr.  Haines  said,  can  be  made  through  lo¬ 
cal  churches  or  by  sending  donations  di¬ 
rectly  to:  Cambodian  Relief,  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027. 


Mission  board  briefs 


PHILADELPHIA  —  United  Methodist  Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz,  Charleston,  W. 
Va.  Area,  chairs  a  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  here 
Oct.  17  from  a  wheelchair  as  a  part  of  a  board  effort  to  become  familiar  with  the  pro¬ 
blems  of  the  handicapped.  Several  of  the  directors  of  the  board  assumed  handicaps 
for  the  day  as  a  part  of  the  experiment.  During  the  session  the  board  approved  a  reso¬ 
lution  to  be  presented  to  the  UMC’s  General  Conference  in  1980  calling  for  the  church 
to  engage  more  fully  in  ministry  to  and  through  persons  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions.  JOHN  GOODWIN  PHOTO 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
Mission  board  passes  health, 
welfare  statements 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Major  policy 
statements  on  aging,  health  care 
delivery  and  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions  were  passed  here  Oct.  19  by 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  during  its  annual  meeting 
Each  of  the  statements  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  denomination’s  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference  for  consideration  and  action. 

The  statements  called  for  the 
following: 

•  Aging  —  “The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  called  to  advocate  in  behalf  of 
the  elderly  for  health  maintenance,  ade¬ 
quate  income,  educational  opportunities, 
and  vocational  and  avocational 
experiences  in  cooperation  with  the 
public  and  private  sectors  of  society.” 

•  Health  care  delivery  —  “  ...  The 
United  Methodist  Church  urges  that 
medical  and  health  care  services  of  good 
quality  should  be  made  available  to  all 
persons  and  should  be  organized  as  to  be 
readily  accessible  to  all,  subject  only  to 
the  necessary  limitations  of  resources.” 

•  Handicapped  persons  —  The  United 
Methodist  Church  pledges  itself  “to  an 
inclusive,  compassionate  and  creative 
response  to  the  needs  and  gifts  of  persons 
with  mental,  physical,  and/or  phycholo- 
gically  handicapping  conditions.” 

UMC  launches  China  program 

PHILADELPHIA  —  After  nearly  30 
years  of  severed  relations  with  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community  in  mainland  China,  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  took  steps  here  Oct.  18  to  officially 
reestablish  a  “China  program.” 

Considering  a  report  on  the  church  in 
the  People’s  Republic  of  China,  the  boad 
established  a  China  Program  Committee 
to  begin  coqrdinating  the  denom  ina- 
tion’s  relations  with  the  church  in  China. 
Initially,  board  officials  say,  a  major  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  committee  will  be  to 
support  and  develop  exchanges  between 
American  and  Chinese  Christians. 

At  the  same  time,  the  board’s  World 


r 


People  in  the  news... 


It  means  help 

Stan  Henry,  director  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  Alaska  Pacific  University 
(formerly  Alaska  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity)  says  that  folks  up  there  are 
less  than  satisfied  about  the  new 
letters  of  the  school,  “APU,”  with  its 
“odoriferous  connotation.”  But  with 
the  school’s  international  slant,  they 
discovered  that  the  Finnish  word  for 
“help”  is  “apu.”  So,  he  says,  it  fits: 
the  UM-related  school  “receives  help 
from  our  many  supporters  and  we 
extend  help  in  many  forms  to  the 
entire  community.” 

Wonder  woman  returns 

She  says  she  can  take  long  hours  of 
rigorous  work  in  the  hot  sun  as  well  as 
anyone  a  fourth  her  age.  And  to  prove 
it,  81-year-old  Florence  Brett  points  to 
her  recent  experience  of  spending 
four  weeks  in  an  archeological  “dig” 
in  Israel.  Members  of  Wesley  UMC, 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  were  so  pleased  about 


the  retired  school  teacher's  adventure 
that  they  gave  her  a  tee-shirt  with 
“Wonder  Woman”  on  the  front  as  she 
left  and  met  her  at  the  airport  on  her 
return  with  a  huge  sign  “Welcome 
home,  SuperWoman.” 

He's  off  and  walking  again 
The  Rev.  Billy  Richardson  has  been 
walking  again  —  this  time  to  see  the 
pope  when  he  spoke  near  Des  Moines 
earlier  this  month.  The  last  time 
TM/UMR  caught  up  with  the  Greeley, 
Neb.  United  Methodist  preacher,  he 
had  walked  from  Bristol  to  London  for 
the  re-opening  of  Wesley’s  Chapel. 
The  60-year-old,  6-foot-5  preacher 
dressed  as  an  early  day  Methodist 
circuit  rider  said  he  walked  about  25 
miles  a  day  on  the  150  mile  trek  from 
Omaha  to  Des  Moines.  And  of  mixing 
with  the  crowd  at  the  pope's  visit, 
Rev.  Billy  says  it  was  the  spiritual 
moment  of  a  lifetime.  “It  seemed  like 
every  one  of  us  had  tasted  and  seen 
that  the  Lord  was  good.  ’’ 


Division  re-affirmed  its  relations  with 
the  people  of  Taiwan,  “including  our 
Christian  colleagues”  and  expressed  in¬ 
terest  in  the  status  of  "human  rights  for 
all  the  people  of  Taiwan.” 

Self-determination  for 
Puerto  Rico  supported 

PHILADELPHIA  -  The  United  States 
arm  of  United  Methodism’s  mission 
board  went  on  record  here  Oct.  18  in 
support  of  “self-determination”  for 
Puerto  Rico  in  accordance  with  a  United 
Nations  resolution  which  seeks  the  right 
for  Puerto  Rico  to  determine  its  status  in 
relation  to  the  U.S. 

The  national  mission  agency  went  on  to 
endorse  a  wide-ranging  program 
designed  to  give  church  members  “a 
clearer  understanding  of  Puerto  Rico’s 
search  for  self-determination.”  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  include  a  series  of  seminars  to 
educate  members  on  the  issue. 

Ku  Klux  Klan  resurgence 
opposed  by  UMC  board 

PHILADELPHIA  -  Members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  were  called 
upon  by  their  national  mission  board 
here  Oct.  19  to  be  “alert  to  the  dangers 
posed  by  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  to  work 
unflinchingly  for  a  society  in  which  love 
and  justice  are  extended  to  all  citizens  as 
children  of  God." 

A  similar  resolution  was  passed  earlier 
by  the  board’s  Wommen’s  Division. 

One  good  turn. . . 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

MARVEL,  Colo.  —  One  good  turn 
deserves  another.  That  apparently  is  the 
way  members  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  nearby  Durango  feel  as  they 
presented  the  UM  church  here  with  $600 
recently. 

The  story  is  that  the  men  of  Marvel 
UMC  hold  a  Ground  Hog  Day  country 
supper  each  February  with  proceeds 
going  to  the  church  building  fund.  This 
year  the  home  of  a  local  family  not  rela¬ 
ted  to  the  church  burned  to  the  ground. 
The  men,  with  the  small  membership 
congregation’s  approval,  turned  the 
entire  proceeds  of  $600  over  to  the  family. 

No  publicity  was  attached  to  the  decis¬ 
ion.  But  somehow  news  of  the  action  got 
to  the  Durango  folks  who  attended  the 
supper.  And  they  got  their  church,  First 
UMC,  to  raise  the  money.  Dr.  Lee 
Holehan,  lay  leader  at  Durango,  sur¬ 
prised  the  Marvel  congregation  one  Sun¬ 
day  during  mid-summer  with  the  presen¬ 
tation  of  the  check. 


Billy  Richardson 


THREE  MONTH 
STUDY  LEAVE  PROGRAM 
AT  DREW  UNIVERSITY 


The  Theological  School  selects  three  clergy  each 
semester  to  live,  study  and  work  with  first  year 
students  at  Drew  Those  selected  will  be  able  to 
take  9  credit  hours  tuition  free  and  their  spouses 
6  credit  hours  tuition  free.  The  fall  semester  is 
from  September  1  until  Thanksgiving  and  the 
spring  semester  from  February  1  until  May  1.  For 
further  information  and  applications  write: 
Pastor-Scholar  Program.  Theological  School. 
Room  102,  Drew  University,  Madison,  NJ  07940. 


Cambodia:  power  politics  makes  human  tragedy 

A  weeping  Cambodian  mother,  above,  holds  her  2-year-old  child  on  Oct.  1,  at  a 
refugee  camp  in  Thailand.  The  youngster,  who  had  not  eaten  in  five  days  and  was 
unable  to  move,  may  have  escaped  the  fate  of  2.5  million  others  in  that  ravaged  land 
who  are  likely  to  die  unless  massive  help  from  the  outside  can  reach  them.  (See 
related  story  on  this  page  for  United  Methodist  response. ) 

In  January,  the  Heng  Samrin  government,  installed  in  Cambodia  by  the  Society- 
supported  Vietnamese  forces,  brought  a  halt  to  any  full-scale  outside  aid  to  civilians 
not  under  its  control  and  angrily  de  tounced  the  limited  distribution  of  food  already 
underway  along  the  Thailand  border  by  Oxfam,  the  private  British-based 
development  agency,  and  religious  relief  agencies  of  the  U.S.  Authorities  believe  the 
regime  intends  to  use  starvation  as  a  weapon  in  the  drive  to  destroy  remnants  of  Pol 
Pot's  Khmer  Rouge  forces  and  abandon  to  starvation  large  areas  where  its  control  is 
contested  —  an  estimated  80  percent  of  the  country,  according  to  experts.  Vietnam 
will  now  permit  Western  aid  for  Cambodia  to  be  distributed  —  but  only  under  their 
supervision. 

The  cynicism  of  the  starvation-scenario  has  shocked  the  world  and  spurred  into 
action  organizations  like  the  International  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross  and  the  United 
Nations  Children’s  Fund  —  who,  though  initially  stalled  by  the  Heng  Samrin  regime, 
have  launched  a  six-month,  $100  million  emergency  food  and  medicine  program  for 
Cambodia. 

The  U.  S.  State  Department  recently  pledged  an  opening  grant  of  $7  million  in  aid 
and  a  $30  million  bill  in  Congress  would  authorize  more.  Congressman  John  B-. 
Anderson  (R.-Ill.).  co-sponsor  of  the  House  bill  said.  "If  we  fail  to  act.  if  we  fail  to 
mobilize  the  resources  of  the  world,  we  will  be  guilty  of  the  crime  of  silence  as  we 
stand  by  and  w  atch  the  condemned  people  of  Cambodia  march  through  what  has  been 
termed  the  Auschwitz  of  Asia  on  the  road  to  death.’’ 


Cambodia's  people,  nearly  all  Buddhists,  who  have  been  called  "the  gentlest  people 
in  the  world,"  have  been  caught  up  in  10  years  of  revolutionary  turmoil  which  has  tom 
the  nation  apart.  According  to  Dr.  Joseph  Short,  executive  director  of  Oxfam- 
America,  "The  country’s  agriculture  has  been  destroyed,  along  with  its  entire  system 
of  social  and  human  services,  including  hospitals  and  schools.”  He  seemed  to  level  a 
challenge  at  the  conscience  of  the  world,  when  he  recently  warned,  "What  we  see  in 
Cambodia  is  a  people  and  a  civilization  on  the  edge  of  extinction.” 

Concerned  observers  hope  there  is  still  time.  religious  news  service  photo 


A  Touch  of  God 


Devotional  Insights  to  Help  You  Live  Your  Faith 

Virginia  Patterson 


You  can’t  have  a  touch  of 
God  in  your  life  without  that 
touch  making  a  difference.  A 
difference  in  what  you  think,  in 
what  you  do,  in  what  you  say. 
Written  primarily  for 
women — married,  single, 
divorced,  and  widowed,  A  Touch 
of  God  is  an  honest  devotional 
presentation  of  how  one 


individual  has  learned  to  live  her 
faith  in  some  rather  unique 
ways — and  use  the  touch  of  God 
in  her  life.  $6.95 


at  your  cok®*bury  bookstore 
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KKK  resurgence  rapped 

Women’s  Division  acts  on  other  issues 


HINSDALE.  III.  —  Reta  Schwisow.  left,  and  Diane  (Mrs. 
David)  Nelson,  president  of  Hinsdale  United  Methodist  Wo- 

‘Crazy  about  quilts’ 


men,  put  the  finishing  touches  on  a  quilted  wall  hanging  that 
depicts  the  history  of  their  church. 


HELEN  ANDERSON  PHOTO 


Proceeds  donated  to  UMC 


By  HELEN  J.  ANDERSON 

HINSDALE.  Ill.  —  Reta  Schwisow  is 
crazy  about  quilts. 

She  designs  them,  makes  them,  gives 
talks  about  them,  and  teaches  others  the 
technique. 

Ever>r  Thursday,  she  hosts  a  quilting 
bee  in  the  basement  of  her  home  here, 
where  her  grandmother’s  quilting  frame 
with  space  for  as  many  as  10  workers  is 
center  stage. ’What's  more,  she  and  a 
number  of  her  fellow  churchwomen  have 
found  the  Thursday  sessions  a  means  of 
contributing  to  Hinsdale’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

“I  learned  to  quilt  at  an  early  age  when 
my  great-grandmother,  a  Missourian, 
visited  our  farm  home  in  Nebraska.”  Ms. 
Schwisow  said.  “She  insisted  all  ‘proper’ 
young  ladies  should  be  accomplished  in 
the  art,  and  taught  my  sister  and  me  how 
to  put  three  layers  of  material  —  surface, 
filling  and  lining  —  together  by  hand  with 
a  fine,  even,  running  stitch.” 

She  quilted  then,  “merely  to  please 
great-grandmother.”  and  didn’t  take  the 
subject  seriously  until  some  10  years  ago 
when  she  noticed  that  the  quilts  handed 
down  through  her  family,  many  of  them 
made  by  her  grandmother,  were  begin¬ 
ning  to  wear  out. 

“It  occurred  to  me  that  if  quilts  disap¬ 
peared,  so  would  the  art  and  the  sense  Qf 
some  woman’s  efforts  to  care  for  her 
family,  which  is  really  part  of  our  coun¬ 
try’s  heritage,’  ’  Ms.  Schwisow  said. 

She  determined  to  learn  as  much  as 
she  possibly  could  about  quilts  and  quilt¬ 
ing  and  then  try  to  interest  others  in  this 
pioneer  tradition  which  was  bom  of  eco¬ 
nomic  necessity  and  brought  forth  super¬ 
ior  creative  design  and  workmanship.  To 
this  end,  she  haunted  libraries,  antiques 
shows  and  shops 

After  three  years  of  studying  and 
developing  her  own  quiltmaking  skills, 
Ms.  Schwisow  was  knowledgeable 
enough  to  teach  an  adult  evening  school 
course  which  continues  to  be  in  popular 
demand  today,  after  some  seven  years. 

Many  of  those  who  completed  her 
course  were  anxious  to  practice  their 
new  skill  and  hobby  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  an  expert.  And  many  members 
of  Hinsdale’s  United  Methodist  Church 
saw  custom  quilting  as  an  interesting, 
sociable,  creative  means  of  raising  funds 
for  their  church. 

Thus,  Ms.  Schwisow  established  the 
weekly  quilting  bee  in  her  home. 

“I’m  always  home  on  Thursday  in  case 
somebody  wants  to  come  in  and  quilt,” 
she  said.  "Sometimes  a  lot  of  women 
show  up.  sometimes  only  a  few.  We  log 


the  number  of  hours  each  person  works, 
and  divide  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  a 
quilt  accordingly.  Church  members 
donate  their  share  to  the  church.” 

She  explained  that  the  price  of  a  quilt 
depends  on  the  size  and  the  time  involved 
in  making  it,  which  is  measured  by  the 
amount  of  thread  used.  The  amount  of 
thread  indicates  the  intricacy  of  the 
hand-stitched  design  and,  consequently, 
the  amount  of  labor  required.  If  it’s 
necessary  to  mark  the  stitching  pattern 
on  the  quilt’s  surface  material,  there  is 
an  additional  charge,  as  there  is  for  bind¬ 
ing. 

Recently,  quilters  and  artists  donated 
a  labor  of  love  to  the  Hinsdale  United 
Methodist  Church  —  a  handsome,  bright 
wall  hanging  which  depicts  its  history. 
Mary  Daniel,  an  artist  and  past  president 
of  the  women’s  association,  sketched 
some  10  church  windows,  and  produced 
patterns  of  them  which  were  then  quilted 
by  two  other  church  workers,  Rosalie 
Herzog  and  Ann  Smallwood.  Eight  other 


Classified 


CHAPLAIN  Southern  Methodist  University  seeks 
applicants  and  nominees  for  campus  chaplain 
Candidates  must  possess  superior  preaching  ability, 
be  an  effective  counselor,  relate  to  and  coordinate 
ecumenical  programs,  reflect  personally  the  faith 
and  place  of  the  church  in  the  University  and  be  an 
ordained  minister  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Address  resumes  to  Chaplain's  Search  Committee. 
Box  356.  Dallas.  TX  75275  before  December  1.  EEO 
Employer  


INTERNATIONAL  CHILD  CARE  <  formerly  Child 
Care  Foundation  i  is  looking  for  an  executive  director 
who  will  be  located  in  Toledo.  Ohio,  and  responsible 
for  promotional  and  fund  raising  activities  in  USA. 
'This  work  is  also  supported  by  UMCOR  through 
advanced  specials  >  Please  submit  resumes  to 
International  Child  Care.  (USA).  Inc  .  Box  2645. 
Toledo.  Ohio  43606  Telephone  <419  )  472-7470 


PASTORAL  COUNSELOR  and  Chaplain  with  AAPC 
and  A  CPE  credentials,  respectively,  needed  in  ex¬ 
panding  Department  of  Pastoral  Care  Send  resume 
to  Wm  H.  McKam  Jr  ,  Methodist  Evangelical 
Hospital.  Box  843,  Louisville.  KY  40201 


CHILD  CARE  work.  An  opportunity  to  provide  care 
for  kids  in  need  Christian  group  home  setting. 
Salaried  Write  Grace  Children's  Home.  Henderson. 
NE  68371 


DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  wanted  for  urban 
church  Changing  community.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  507  Pacific  Ave  .  Long  Beach,  CA 
90802  Contact :  Rev  James  D.  Stewart 


WANTED:  Choir  director  with  qualifications  as 
Director  of  Christian  Education  and  youth  worker 
Full  time.  Salary  negotiable,  commensurate  with 
qualifications.  Contact  St.  John's  United  Methodist 
Church.  201  St  Louis  St.,  Edwardsville,  Ill  62025 
Phone  1-(618>  656-1853 


DIRECTOR  of  Church  Relations  —  Westmar 
College  Must  have  strong  commitment  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  to  Christian  higher  education 
Interprets,  cultivates  gifts  and  students,  organizes 
programs  to  develop  supportive  relationships 
between  church  and  college  Involves  preaching  and 
travel  For  more  information  contact  Mr  Hal 
Kamm.  Vice  President  for  Development.  Westmar 
College.  LeMars.  IA  51031. 


DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  for  growing  1200 
member  congregation,  university  community,  mul¬ 
tiple  program  staff  Salary  negotiable.  Send  vitae 
giving  three  references  before  Nov  15  FUMC.  Box 
283,  Nacogdoches.  TX  75961 


members  contributed  designs  which 
were  stitched  by  11  others  —  clearly  a 
cooperative  effort. 

News  of  talent  travels  fast  and  for 
some  time  now,  Ms.  Schwisow  has  been 
in  demand  as  a  speaker  at  meetings  of 
various  clubs  and  organizations,  most  re- 
recently  before  a  group  at  Chicago’s  pres¬ 
tigious  Union  League  Club. 

Usually,  she  carries  20  quilts  to  each 
program  and  encourages  club  members 
and  their  guests  to  bring  an  additional 
10,  asking  only  that  they  supply  her 
ahead  of  time  with  informa tiop  regard¬ 
ing  the  date  and  place  of  quilt  origin  so 
she  can  arrange  her  discussion  in 
chronological  order.  The  result  is  a  fasci¬ 
nating  trip  through  America’s  history.  * 

“Quilts  are  endlessly  interesting,”  Ms. 
Schwisow  declared.  “They  tell  the  story 
of  America.  Each  one  is  absolutely 
unique.  Each  presents  a  picture  of  the 
woman  who  created  it,  of  her  life  and 
times." 

Ms.  Anderson  is  a  free  lance  writer 
living  in  Hinsdale. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Expressing  its 
sympathy  to  the  victims  of  recent  out¬ 
breaks  of  cross  burnings  and  house  burn¬ 
ings,  the  directors  of  United  Methodist 
Women  have  called  for  a  serious  educa¬ 
tional  effort  on  the  “current  resurgence 
of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  ( KKK)." 

In  a  petition  to  the  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
requests  that  UMs  consider  the  challenge 
this  resurgence  presents  to  the  churches 
as  the  proclaimers  and  witnesses  of  the 
Christian  Gospel.  The  petition  was 
approved  at  the  annual  meeting  Oct. 
12-15.  (See TM/JJMR,  Oct.  19). 

The  petition  also  urges  UMs  to  “ex¬ 
press  their  minds  and  hearts  in  the  up¬ 
coming  elections,  demanding  that  candi¬ 
dates  name  the  struggle  against  racism 
as  a  top  priority.” 

“The  Klan  lives  on  myths,”  according 
to  an  analysis  given  by  Anne  Braden, 
first  presented  at  a  national  conference 
on  the  KKK  attended  by  several  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Women’s  Division.  The 
“myths”  are  “that  blacks  have  gotten 
too  much  as  a  result  of  their  organizing 
activity”  and  that  “the  progress  of 
blacks  has  taken  something  away  from 
whites.” 

Ms.  Braden  said  the  “truth”  is  that 
black  unemployment  is  two  and  one-half 
times  as  high  as  that  for  whites  today, 
while  it  was  one  and  one-half  times  as 
high  10  years  ago.  Also,  a  higher  per- 

Lesbian  refused 
reinstatement 

PHILADELPHIA  (TM/UMR)  -  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Women’s  Division  voted 
here  Oct.  15  not  to  rehire  Joan  Clark,  an 
avowed  lesbian,  as  a  staff  person  for  the 
national  organization  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women. 

Directors  voted  49-12  with  one  absten¬ 
tion  to  support  the  recommendation  of 
the  personnel  committee  near  the  end  of 
their  annual  meeting  here. 

Division  President  Mai  Gray  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  said  the  committee’s  rationale 
remained  the  same  as  at  the  time  of  the 
firing  last  April. 

A  new  staff  person  for  the  Dallas 
region  was  hired  to  begin  work  Jan.  1, 
1980.  She  is  Mary  Ryan,  a  member  of  St. 
Paul  UMC,  Hartford,  Conn. 


Two  films  on  Jesus’  life  compared 


MIAMI  (RNS)  —  Making  a  funny  film  about  religion  is  a 
serious  mattery  in.  the  eyes  of  most  clergy  persons.  And  it’s 
funny  how  many  ministers  have  different  views  about 
serious  movies  on  the  same  subject. 

Monty  Python’s  “Life  of  Brian,”  now  showing  in  local 
theaters,  has  been  called  "blasphemous”  by  some  national 
Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish  leaders  who  consider  it  a 
lampooning  take-off  on  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Ironically,  Brian  Deacon  is  the  name  of  the  British  actor 
who  has  the  role  of  Christ  in  the  meticulously  straight 
movie  “Jesus”  which  has  opened  in  some  of  those  same 
theaters  this  month.  That  movie  has  been  called  “a 
fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  that  the  Gospel  will  be  preached 
all  over  the  world  in  the  end  times,”  by  one  of  the  actresses 
touring  to  promote  the  film . 

Both  films  have  been  released  by  Warner  Brothers.  “I 
think  Warner  Brothers  was  the  loser  in  both  cases,”  says 
the  Rev.  John  P.  McLaughlin,  pastor  of  St.  Martha’s 
Catholic  Church  who  was  one  of  three  clergymen  asked  to 
review  both  movies. 

“I  wouldn’t  compare  them  at  all,”  adds  the  Rev.  Henry 
N.  F.  Minich,  Episcopal  chaplain  at  the  University  of 
Miami.  “They  are  different  movies  about  different 
subjects.” 

And  for  the  Rev.  Steven  J.  Yagerman,  associate  pastor  at 
the  Palmetto  Presbyterian  Church,  “The  Gospel  lies 
somewhere  in  between  the  extremes  expressed  in  the  black 
and  white,  wooden  stance  of  the  ‘Jesus’  movie,  with  its 
exact  words  from  the  Bible  with  no  interpretation,  and  the 
total  absurdity  of  the  Monty  Python  group’s  contention  that 
there  is  no  truth  except  doing  your  own  thing.” 


Father  McLaughlin  found  himself  looking  at  his  watch 
half-way  through  each  film.  But  he  was  impressed  by  the 
intention  of  the  makers  of  the  “Jesus”  movie  who  produced 
what  he  considers  a  very  accurate  account  of  a  portion  of 
the  life  of  Christ. 

“It’s  more  of  a  documentary  that  would  not  go  over  with 
an  audience  of  the  general  public,”  he  says.  “But  it  would 
be  good  for  Bible  instruction  in  a  religious  education 
program  in  churches.” 

He  was  disappointed  that  there  was  not  some 
interpretation  to  relate  the  life  and  teachings  of  Christ  to 
life  today. 

Mr.  Minich  thinks  the  same  film  “is  quite  good,  though 
not  as  impressive  as  some  of  the  earlier  ones  produced  by 
the  Genesis  Project  or  ‘Jesus  of  Nazareth’  shown  on 
television.” 

But  Mr.  Yagerman  feels  the  “Jesus”  production  is  not 
really  a  movie.  “It  lacks  drama.  It  won’t  make  it  in  the 
entertainment  world,  although  it  might  be  something 
churches  will  use.” 

“The  Life  of  Brian,”  on  the  other  hand,  is  entertaining  — 
though  not  very  —  in  its  satire,  in  Mr.  Yagerman’s  view.  It 
copies  a  lot  of  Woody  Allen  gags,  and  comes  close  to 
blasphemy  when  it  satirizes  the  cross  at  the  end. 

“It  may  be  more  accurate  to  call  it  misguided  or 
unenlightened,”  the  Presbyterian  minister  says. 

But  Father  McLaughlin  feels  that  blasphemous  is  the 
only  word  applicable  to  the  film  he  found  “trite,  disap¬ 
pointing.  There  is  a  very  sick  mind  behind  taking  some¬ 
thing  very  sacred  and  making  it  vulgar.” 


Anbury  Seminary  author  says 


To  be  fully  human ,  be  holy 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Christian  “holi¬ 
ness"  is  one  of  several  subjects 
addressed  by  Kenneth  Kinghom  in  his 
fifth  book.  “Christ  Can  Make  You  Fully 
Human.”  to  be  published  this  month.  He 
has  been  professor  of  church  history  and 
historical  theology  for  the  last  15  years  at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary.  Wilmore, 
Ky.  TM/UMR  recently  interviewed  the 
United  Methodist  minister  from  the 
North  Indiana  conference  about  some  of 
the  ideas  in  his  book. 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

Q.  Why  write 
book  about  being 
"human?” 

A.  Christians 
need  to  feel  good 
about  who  they  are. 

The  conservative 
branch  tends  to  see 
the  “humanity”  in 
us  as  undesirable 
or  evil.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  liberal  Kenneth  Kinghorn 
branch  usually  takes  an  optimistic  view 
that  often  forgets  it  takes  a  personal 
relationship  with  Christ  to  express  our 
humanity  fully.  I’m  interested  in  the 
biblical  view  that  sees  Christians  in  the 
light  of  the  new  humanity  in  which  Christ 
releases  our  creative  potential  to 
blossom  fully. 

Q.  But  why  is  your  book  needed 
particularly  at  this  time? 

A.  We  cannot  solve  the  pressing  social, 
spiritual  and  ecological  problems  of 


today  without  a  clear  image  of  who  we 
are.  True  humanity  is  perfectly  modeled 
in  Jesus  who  in  turn  releases  the  creative 
genius  in  people  who  then  can  transform 
society. 

Q.  Dr.  Kinghorn,  you  emphasize 
“holiness"  as  one  characteristic  of  being 
truly  human.  Why? 

A.  I  have  three  reasons:  (1)  In  the 
Bible  there  is  a  clear  call  for  holiness  of 
heart  and  life;  (2)  Holiness  is  distinctly 
taught  by  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of 
Methodism;  and  (3)  It  is  the  next  logical 
step  for  the  renewal  of  the  church  in  our 
day.  I  have  seen  a  ground-swell  among 
lay  and  clergy  during  the  past  few  years 
for  a  new  understanding  and  practice  of 
holy  living. 

Q.  Do  you  equate  “holiness”  with 
being  "perfect”? 

A.  Certainly  not  in  the  sense  of 
“perfectionism”  or  “I  am  so  perfect  that 
I  cannot  sin.”  But  there  is  a  perfection  in 
love  and  motive  that  the  Christian  can 
seek.  Wesley  taught  it.  The  bishop  asks  it 
of  each  candidate  for  ordination  in  our 
church.  It’s  also  closely  related  to  what 
we  mean  when  we  talk  about  “sanctifica¬ 
tion”  —  the  process  of  growing 
spiritually  and  being  made  holy,  which 
comes  from  the  root  word  “sanctus” 
meaning  “holy  .” 

Q.  “Sanctification”  and  "holiness"  are 
not  terms  normally  used  by  modern  day 
Christians.  How  important  is  it  to  use 
those  terms  when  discussing  those 
religious  concepts? 

A.  Quite  important,  I  think.  If  we 
conservatives,  liberals,  charismatics 


centage  of  blacks  are  below  the  poverty 
line  today  than  10  years  ago  and  black 
infant  mortality  has  increased,  she  said. 

To  the  second  “myth”  Ms.  Braden 
said  “disadvantaged  whites  have  re¬ 
ceived  tremendous  benefits  from  pro¬ 
grams  never  available  before  as  a  result 
of  black  agitation,"  such  as  Headstart, 
Basic  Education  Opportunity  Grants, 
and  Public  Interest  Law  Programs. 

“The  Klan  always  rises  when  the 
economy  is  in  trouble,”  said  Marilyn 
Clement  of  the  Center  for  Constitutional 
Rights  in  New  York  City.  The  division 
voted  $2,000  to  the  center  to  work  on  legal 


strategies  to  combat  KKK  activities  in 
1979  and  to  receive  an  update  on  the  Klan 
at  their  1980  spring  meeting. 

Jean  Gard,  a  director  from  Wichita, 
Kan.  said,  “We  are  seeing  a  very  sophis¬ 
ticated  Klan  today."  She  noted  the  KKK 
has  expanded  its  agenda  to  the  “boat 
people’  ’  and  undocumented  workers. 

The  division  statement  notes  that  while 
the  resurgence  of  the  Klan  has  been 
widely  reported  in  the  media,  there  has 
been  a  tendency  to  dismiss  the  acts  as 
“the  spontaneous  expression  of  juvenile 
restlessness”  or  as  “acts  of  vandalism 
earned  out  by  children.” 


Nestle,  1 1  others  agree 
on  promotion  practices 


PHILADELPHIA  (TM/UMR)  -  News 
of  an  agreement  by  representatives  of 
the  baby-food  industry  to  ban  all  sales 
promotions  that  would  discourage 
breast-feeding  was  welcomed  here  by  the 
national  directors  of  United  Methodist 
Women. 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  one  of  a  confed¬ 
eration  of  religious  and  consumer  groups 
which  has  protested  the  promotion  and 
marketing  practices  of  infant  formula  in 
the  third  world,  and  has  called  for  a  boy¬ 
cott  of  Nestle  products  in  the  U.S.  Nestle 
is  the  largest  of  the  infant  formula  com¬ 
panies. 

The  agreement  was  reached  at  a 
recent  conference  in  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land,  sponsored  by  the  World  Health 
Organization  and  the  United  Nations 
Children  fund.  Twelve  baby-food  com¬ 
panies,  including  Nestle,  joined  the 
acceptance  of  the  recommendations. 
Together  the  companies  account  for  85 
percent  of  all  sales  in  developing  coun¬ 
tries. 

The  national  boycott  of  Nestle  in  the 
U.S.  will  continue  “for  the  time  being,” 
however,  until  negotiations  with  Nestle 
to  work  out  specific  criteria  by  which  the 
agreement  will  be  put  into  practice  are 
completed,  according  to  Marilyn  Winters 
of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  a  director  of  the 
Women’s  Division. 

Doctors,  nutritionists,  industry  spokes¬ 
persons  and  representatives  of  consumer 
organizations  and  activist  groups  agreed 
at  the  four-day  session  that  breast 
feeding  should  be  “protected  and  en¬ 
couraged”  everywhere,  according  to  a 
story  in  the  New  York  Times  on  exhibit 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Women’s 
Division  here  Oct.  12-15. 

The  promotion  of  industry  products  of 
breast  milk  substitutes  and  weaning 
foods  in  the  Third  World  has  been  criti¬ 
cized  by  the  World  Health  Organization 
Assembly  of  member  states  and  by  acti¬ 
vist  groups.  They  contend  the  products 
induce  mothers  in  emerging  nations  not 
to  breast-feed,  often  to  the  detriment  of 


the  babies’  health. 

Activists  have  also  contended  that  the 
early  use  of  formula  by  impoverished 
mothers  can  result  in  malnutrition  and 
disease  because  the  mothers  cannot 
afford  to  continue  buying  the  formula 
and  they  turn  instead  to  inadequate  sub¬ 
stitutes.  The  mothers  also  frequently 
lack  the  necessary  sanitation  for  bottle  l; 
feeding. 

A  new  area  of  interest  around  the 
infant  formula  issue  is  in  the  U.S.  A 
two-year  National  Council  of  Churches 
survey  (the  results  are  still  being 
analyzed)  seems  to  indicate  many  of 
the  problems  experienced  in  develop¬ 
ing  countries  also  exist  in  certain  areas 
of  the  U.S. 

Chinese  school 
paid  account 

PHILADELPHIA  (TM/UMR)  -  An 
account  slowly  accumulating  interest 
ever  since  communications  were  cut  off 
with  China  30  years  ago  will  now  be  paid 
to  Methodist-founded  girls’  school  there. 

A  contact  was  re-established  with  Mc- 
Tyeire  School  in  Shanghai  recently  when 
the  principal,  Miss  Cheng,  wrote  to  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  to  inquire  if  funds 
might  still  be  available.  The  school  has 
continued  in  operation  all  these  years. 

The  $12,500  in  the  account  plus  interest 
over  30  years  at  three  percent  amounting 
to  $26,072  will  be  conveyed  to  the 
McTyeire  School  through  Ms.  Cheng  who 
is  now  visiting  the  U.S.  An  informal 
gathering  of  the  alumni  living  in  this 
country  is  planned  during  her  stay. 

“This  is  a  beautiful  story  of  being 
together  although  we  were  prevented  by 
a  government  from  communicating 
directly,”  Mai  Gray,  the  president  of  the 
division,  told  directors  here  at  their  fall 
meeting  *Oct.  '  12-15.  The  school  was 
originally  organized  by  the  Women’s 
Missionary  Council  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  South. 


and  Christians  from  other  denominations 
are  ever  going  to  draw  closer  together, 
we  must  start  using  biblical  terminology. 
“Sanctification”  and  “justification”  are 
biblical  words  with  a  common  meaning. 
We  still  have  a  hard  enough  time 
agreeing  on  their  meanings,  but  at  least 
we  can  go  to  scripture  and  study  them. 

Q.  What  are  some  modern  terms  that 
you  question? 

A.  “Prayer  language”  —  charismatics 
use  that.  What  does  it  really  mean?  It’s 
not  in  the  Bible.  Or,  take  “the  Ground  of 
Being,”  which  some  people  use  for  God. 
Or  “liberation”  theology,  or  “full- 
gospel.”  I’m  not  sure  I  know  what  these 
terms  mean  when  people  use  them. 

Q.  Dr.  Kinghorn.  what  section  of  the 
book  intrigued  you  the  most  as  you  were 
writing  it? 

A.  I  suppose  the  section  on  holiness  and 
sanctification  gave  me  the  hardest  time 
and  yet  the  most  joy. 

Q.  Why? 

A.  I  have  a  heavy  personal  investment 
that  this  concept  get  to  the  church. It’s 
such  a  grand  concept  that  you  feel 
jealous  for  a  good  presentation.  I’ve  read 
many  presentations  that  angered  me 
because  they  were  so  inadequate  and 
others  that  made  me  cry  because  the 
writers  knew  so  little.  I’ve  found  a 
hunger  for  this  experience  of  holiness  in 
the  devotional  literature  and  hymns  of  all 
churches  down  through  the  centuries. 

"Christ  Can  Make  You  Fully  Human” 
by  Kenneth  C.  Kinghorn,  Abingdon, 
October  1979. 110  pp.,  $3.95,  paperback. 
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Haitians  receive  aid 
from  U.S.  Christians 

Help  for  body  and  soul  come  to  many  of  the  people  of  the 
Caribbean  nation  of  Haiti  from  United  Methodists  and  other 
U.S.  Christians. 


At  this  Fort  Jacques,  Haiti  nutrition  center  (left  photos), 
sponsored  by  the  Church  World  Service  Program,  the  despair 
of  poverty  is  lessened  as  poor  children  —  suffering  from  mal¬ 
nutrition  —  come  for  their  daily  meals  and  their  parents 
receive  instruction  in  self-improvement. 


The  entrenched  poverty  of  Haiti  and  political  oppression  of 
the  Duvalier  government  has  forced  thousands  of  its  people  to 
seek  refuge  in  the  United  States.  But  here,  the  refugees  face 
the  threat  of  deportation  since  they  are  regarded  as  economic 
rather  than  political  refugees. 


Led  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  which  has 
complained  to  the  Organization  of  American  States,  U.S. 
Christians  are  voicing  their  protests,  upset  with  U.S. 
immigration  policies,  and  what  they  regard  as  the  inhumane 
treatment  of  the  Haitians  —  people  who,  they  believe,  are 
victims  of  both  political  and  economic  oppression. 


In  the  photo  at  right,  work  team  members  from  the 
Jacksonville  District  of  the  Florida  United  Methodist 
conference  relay  buckets  of  cement  to  complete  an  upper  floor 
of  a  new  school  building  in  Cap  Haitien.  The  district  has  almost 
paid  in  full  the  $45,000  pledged  to  construct  the  school.  From 
the  demolition  of  the  old  building  in  May  to  occupancy  of  the 
new  building  in  October,  construction  was  done  in  record  time. 
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alternative  to  the  theory  of  evolution 
which  became  standard  in  biology  text¬ 
books  since  the  Scopes  “monkey  trial”  in 
Dayton,  Tenn.,  in  1925. 


‘Moral’  answers  sought  for  Third 
World  economic  development  ills 


KINGSTON,  Jamaica  (RNS)  - 
Jamaican  Prime  Minister  Michael 
Manley,  frankly  confessing  to  world 
leaders  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ  that 
politicians  are  stumped  for  solutions  to 
Third  World  problems,  appealed  strong¬ 
ly  here  to  the  church  for  help  in  finding 
moral  answers. 

Mr.  Manley  underscored  the  moral 
aspect  of  economic  development  and 
urged  action  if  the  church  has  more  than 
a  “rhetorical  concern”  for  the  poor. 

He  said  the  church  has  a  responsibility 
to  understand  the  issues,  should  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  propose  an  alternative  economic 
system,  and  should  work  on  the  moral 
consciences  of  people  within  the  present 
system. 

The  Prime  Minister  made  the  observa¬ 
tions  at  a  gathering  of  the  Disciples  ecu¬ 
menical  consultative  council,  repre-. 
senting  24  nations  with  Disciples  of 
Christ  churches  or  united  churches  with 
Disciples  ties. 

Mr.  Manley,  a  Third  World  leader 


whose  own  nation  is  beset  with  enormous 
economic  problems,  also  told  the  Dis¬ 
ciples  that  he  will  meet  Dec.  3-5  with 
other  heads  of  bauxite-producing  coun¬ 
tries  in  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia,  to  con¬ 
sider  concerted  action  in  marketing  the 
ore. 

Prime  Minister  Manley,  a  speaker  at 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  assembly 
in  Kenya  in  1975,  said  that  Disciples  of 
Christ,  with  a  reputation  for  pursuit  of 
Christian  unity,  should  understand  the 
desire  of  Third  World  nations  to  unite  in 
quest  of  a  new  international  economic 
order. 

He  said  that  opponents  who  come  to  the 
defense  of  the  present  free  market 
system  as  if  it  were  “almost  divinely 
sanctioned”  are  the  same  people  who  are 
the  beneficiaries  of  the  inequitable 
system. 

The  system  has  created  and  nourishes 
a  fundamental  disparity  between  those 
who  have  and  those  who  have  not,  and, 
worst  of  all,  fosters  psychological 
dependence,  a  plight  that  particularly 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 


Sacred  promise  broken 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  husband  had  been  sleeping  with 
another  woman  for  quite  some  time 
before  two  of  our  children  broke  down 
and  told  me.  She  is  the  wife  of  one  of  my 
husband’s  closest  friends.  We  have  taken 
many  trips  with  this  couple.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  friends  of  our  children 
through  the  years.  He  did  not  want  to  ad¬ 
mit  this  affair  to  me,  but  finally  did  with 
the  justification  being  “It  was  really  very 
insignificant”  and  also  (in  so  many 
words )  ” Everyone  else  does  it.”  But 
deep  down  he  must  know  that  he  has 
broken  a  sacred  promise  that  he  made  to 
me  many  years  ago.  I  forgave  him  the 
day  I  learned  of  it  because  I  love  him  so 
much,  and  because  we  have  had  almost 
30  years  of  marriage  and  five  precious 
children. 

How  I  wish  I  could  have  gone  to  our 
minister  for  counseling  on  that  day  a 
little  more  than  a  year  ago,  but  my  hus¬ 
band  said  definitely  “no.”  Our  minister 
would  NEVER  have  been  too  busy  to  talk 
to  me,  but  I  did  not  have  the  courage  to 
go  alone.  My  husband  is  an  outstanding, 
popular  leader  in  our  large  city,  has  done 
extremely  well  financially,  and  is  a  pillar 
of  the  church.  I  needed  help  desperately 
and  because  of  the  love  and  comfort  of 
two  of  our  children,  I  somehow  muddled 
through.  I,  too,  think  we  should  have  a 
center  for  EMOTIONALLY  ABUSED 
WOMEN. 

I  still  am  concerned  about  the  other 
woman's  husband  who  knows  nothing 
about  the  affair.  They  live  in  another  city 
now  but  he  often  calls  my  husband  for 
business  and  financial  advice.  He  has  so 
much  respect  and  friendship  for  my  hus¬ 
band.  How  can  a  man  violate  the  most 
sacred  part  of  his  friend’s  marriage  and 
seem  to  have  no  qualms  about  it?  He 
simply  qannot  discuss  his  inner  feelings 
about  this  with  me  but  deep  down  he 
surely  must  grieve  for  the  anguish  he  has 
caused  me,  our  children,  and  the  decep¬ 
tion  he  has  heaped  on  his  loyal  friend. 

I  recently  wrote  his  wife  a  letter  of  for¬ 
giveness  as  I  finally  realized  I  could  not 
live  with  bitterness.  She  responded  with 
a  lovely  letter  expressing  regret  for  the 
hurt  caused  myself  and  our  children  and 
she  hoped  we  could  still  be  together  from 
time  to  time.  (Fortunately  her  children 
know  nothing  of  this  affair. ) 

Her  husband  is  often  trying  to  have  us 
make  plans  to  be  together  but  I  just  can’t 
bear  to  do  this  as  I  feel  it  will  reopen  the 


|  Poem  of  the  Week  j 

A  walk  with  God 
By  STARRLETTE  L.  HOWARD 
Walk  with  me  where  the  river  widens, 
While  leaves  whisper  to  the  sky, 

Where  squirrels  gather  scattered  acorns 
And  the  wise  old  owl  sleeps  nigh. 

Point  out  the  flowers  that  grow  of  will 
And  a  doe  leaping  in  the  glen. 

Walk  with  me,  Dear  God,  that  I  might  see 
What  is  beauty  once  again. 


wound  for  me.  My  husband  says  it  would 
hurt  his  friend’s  feelings  if  we  always 
make  excuses.  So  that  is  my  dilemma!  I 
don’t  want  our  friend  to  know  the  truth 
and  go  through  the  hurt  that  I  have,  but  I 
just  can’t  bear  to  be  with  them.  I  just 
can't  fake  it!  Please  tell  me  what  to  do. 
In  the  meantime  I  shall  try  to  stay  mean¬ 
ingfully  busy,  help  those  with  problems 
worse  than  mine,  and  give  my  husband 
all  the  love  I  can. 

Sincerely, 

Another  Heartbroken  Wife 

Dear  Wife: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  sharing  your 
sad  experience  for  I  hope  it  will  help 
others,  especially  anyone  who  is  con¬ 
sidering  violating  their  marriage  vows. 
You  have  come  through  in  a  remarkably 
Christian  wholeness.  But  I  would  like  to 
suggest  that  you  do  seek  someone  out¬ 
side  your  family  you  can  trust  and  have  a 
long  talk  with  them  and  let  out  all  your 
feelings  that  you  have  so  successfully 
kept  to  yourself  .  .  .  you  need  to  do  this 
for  your  own  health. 

Do  not  concern  yourself  about  further 
relationship  with  this  couple.  They  will 
catch  on  (the  wife  already  knows  the 
why)  and  you  will  avoid  a  kind  of  hurt 
that  you  don’t  need.  Your  husband’s  feel¬ 
ings  are  not  the  most  important  ones 
right  now. 

As  to  how  and  why  a  person  can  violate 
both  a  marriage  and  a  friendship  I  can 
only  say  that  the  human  being  is  capable 
of  fooling  itself  a  great  deal  of  the  time. 
We  have  to  thank  God  that  He  is  gracious 
to  forgive  and  therefore  grants  us  the 
power  to  forgive  also.  Blessings  on  you 
and  much  love. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 
"Dear  Deborah,”  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 

New  fight  brews 
as  evangelist 
challenges  state 

CORPUS  CHRISTI,  Tex.  (RNS)  - 
Evangelist  Lester  Roloff,  the  fiery- 
tongued  south  Texas  preacher  who  drew 
nationwide  attention  this  summer  for  re¬ 
fusing  to  license  his  homes  for  troubled 
youths,  has  his  guns  loaded  for  another 
showdown  with  the  state  of  Texas. 

Using  a  new  legal  strategy,  Mr.  Roloff 
has  drawn  dead  aim  on  the  Texas  child 
care  licensing  law  in  hopes  of  proving  the 
statute  violates  the  constitutional  doc¬ 
trine  of  church-state  separation. 

In  August,  he  transferred  the  multi¬ 
million  dollar  holdings  of  his  non-profit, 
evangelistic  ministry  to  the  control  of  the 
People’s  Baptist  Church,  the  funda¬ 
mentalist  church  Mr.  Roloff  heads. 

The  plan  was  devised  by  the  Christian 
Law  Association  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
was  used  successfully  in  overturning  an 
Ohio  licensing  law  in  1976. 


ought  to  be  understandable  to  those  who 
minister  to  people,  Mr.  Manley  said. 

Mr.  Manley  told  the  nearly  100  Dis¬ 
ciples  leaders  that  despite  the  fact  Third 
World  countries  are  trying  to  diversify 
their  economic  bases  and  take  other 
steps  to  strengthen  their  position,  the 
developed  world  still  must  make  the 
decisions  that  ultimately  will  turn  the  sit¬ 
uation  around. 

The  council,  holding  its  first  meeting 
here,  was  organized  in  1975  to  engage 
Disciples  around  the  world  in  dialogue. 

Bible  story 
causes  woe 
for  teacher 

LEMMON,  S.D.  (RNS)  -  A  high 
school  biology  teacher  here,  Lloyd  Dale, 
may  lose  his  job  for  exactly  the  opposite 
reason  that  John  Scopes  was  tried  in 
Tennessee  a  half  centuiV  ago. 

Mr.  Dale  continues  to  teach  creation  in 
his  sophomore  biology  classes  as  an 
alternative  to  the 


“I  maintain  that  evolution  and  creation 
are  both  philosophical  views,”  said  Mr. 
Dale.  “Neither  is  provable.” 

School  board  members,  fearing  the 
curriculum  could  violate  a  student’s 
First  Amendment  right  to  religious  free¬ 
dom,  have  tried  to  fire  Mr.  Dale,  a  funda¬ 
mentalist  preacher. 

Mr.  Dale  teaches  his  students  that  a 
super  power  created  life  about  10,000 
years  ago,  a  concept  which  he  said  is 
better  supported  by  scientific  evidence 
and  fossil  records  than  evolution. 


Film  tells  story  of  faith,  courage 

BURBANK,  Calif.  —  Joni  Eareckson's  friend  Steve  Estes  (played  by  Richard 
Lineback)  gives  her  his  Bible  to  read  in  a  scene  from  the  film  JONI.  In  the  movie 
premiered  this  month  by  World  Wide  Pictures,  Ms.  Eareckson  plays  herself  as  she 
depicts  her  struggle  against  depression  after  a  diving  accident  left  the  gifted  high 
school  athlete  a  quadraplegic.  Through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  Joni  was  able  to 
overcome  the  trauma  of  the  1967  accident,  and  is  now  an  accomplished  artist  (she 
holds  a  pen  in  her  mouth),  a  dynamic  speaker  and  author  of  two  best-selling  books.  “I 
knew  I  had  no  acting  experience,  let  alone  feeling  I  had  talent  at  the  craft  but  I  knew 
what  it  was  like  because  I  was  the  person  who  had  been  there,”  Ms.  Eareckson  said. 
“The  movie  is.  painfully  honest.” 

WORLD  WIDE  PICTURES  PHOTO 


For  Australian  Aborigines 

Christ  and  culture  harmonize 


ELCHO  ISLAND,  Australia  — 
Christianity  has  “come  alive”  among 
the  Aborigine  people  here  because  of 
a  new-found  understanding  of  God 
whicty  is  in  tune  with  their  culture,  re¬ 
ports  world  Methodist  evangelism  di¬ 
rector,  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker. 

What  was  worship  merely  mimick¬ 
ing  the  whites  and  missionaries  has 
now  become  spirit-filled  worship  and 
prayer  services  led  by  indigenous 
people  where  even  the  already-con¬ 
verted  Christians  are  newly  rejoicing 
in  the  power  of  God,  he  said. 

The  revival  began  last  February, 
Dr.  Walker  said  in  a,  recent  report 
sent  to  TM/UMR.  A  small  group  of 
Aborigines  —  a  native  Australian 
people  similar  to  the  American 
Indians  —  had  been  meeting  regularly 


for  prayer  on  the  island.  One  night  an 
Aboriginal  teacher  said,  “We  have 
been  praying  for  a  revival  among  our 
people.  Why  should  it  not  happen 
now?”  As  they  sang  one  of  their  indi¬ 
genous  hymns,  they  were  suddenly 
aware  of  the  intense  presence  and 
power  of  God.  The  news  spread  and 
more  people  began  coming  to  the 
meetings  which  continued  each  night 
—  and  are  still  going  on.  A  revival 
team  was  formed  to  share  with 
others. 

This  revival  team  now  visits  other 
Aboriginal  tribes  by  request,  and  has 
reported  amazing  results  from  these 
revivals.  Drunkards  have  been  made 
sober,  quarrels  ended,  and  some  heal¬ 
ing  miracles  have  taken  place,  Dr. 
Walker  said. 


Why  has  this  happened?  Dr.  Walker 
said  that  before,  Christianity  among 
the  Aborigines  had  been  a  matter  of 
rule  and  practice.  Missionaries  had 
worked  among  them  for  nearly  a 
century  with  little  response. 

But  now',  they  are  designing  their 
own  worship,  and  see  how  God  fits 
into  their  own  native  understanding  of 
the  spirit  world.  As  a  result,  Dr. 
Walker  said,  there  have  appeared  re¬ 
lease,  joy  and  power  in  worship  and  a 
strong  desire  to  pass  on  the  faith  to 
others. 

Dr.  Walker  terms  the  present  re¬ 
vival  a  “miracle”  because  it  comes  at 
the  time  when  the  Aborigines  need  to 
withstand  the  increasing  pressures  of 
Western  culture. 


Churches 
scored  for 
apathy 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  At  the 
time  when  Pope  John  Paul  II  was 
pleading  the  cause  of  human  rights 
before  the  United  Nations  and  huge 
American  crowds,  speaker  after  speaker 
at  a  human  rights  conference  here  Oct.  1- 
3  found  the  responses  of  the  churches  to 
human  rights  wanting.  The  conference 
was  held  in  conjunction  with  the  40th 
anniversary  observance  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton-based  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Affairs. 

A  pair  of  U.S.  congressmen,  one  white 
and  one  black,  told  conference  parti¬ 
cipants  that  the  church  in  the  U.S.  must 
address  domestic  human  rights  prob¬ 
lems  before  it  can  attain  credibility  in 
speaking  to  violations  erf  such  rights 
abroad. 

John  H.  Buchanan  Jr.  (R-Ala.)  key¬ 
noted  the  three-day  meeting  by  declaring 
that  while  “Baptist  Christians  have  done 
many  good  things  in  the  world  ...  we  . 
have  not  given  the  attention  we  should  to 
civil  rights.” 

An  ordained  Southern  Baptist  minister 
now  serving  his  sixth  term  as  congress¬ 
man  from  Birmingham,  Ala.,  Mr. 
Buchanan  challenged  fellow  Southern 
Baptists  “to  get  out  of  the  caboose  and  ' 
into' the  locomotive”  on  civil  rights' 
issues. 

Rep.  John  Conyers  Jr.  (D-Mich.), 
charged  U.S.  churches  with  being  the 
“polite  captive  of  the  state”  and  ex¬ 
pressed  “serious  doubts”  about  their 
willingness  to  be  independent. 

The  Detroit  congressman  said  that  if 
his  assumption  was  true,  “It  follows  that 
it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  go  as  far”  as 
it  should  in  changing  the  status  quo. 

The  strongest  attack  on  churches  came 
from  a  black  Baptist  pastor  from 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  who  charged  that  white 
churches  in  America  have  perpetuated 
the  institution  of  racism. 

William  A.  Jones  Jr.,  pastor  of  the 
Bethany  Baptist  Church  in  Brooklyn  and  . 
.current  president  of  the  Progressive 
National  Baptist  Convention  declared, 
“many  white  clergy  are  mere  puppets 
rather  than  prophets  ...  the  white 
church  historically  and  presently  is  an 
instrument  of  the  American  system, 
sanctifying  its  sins  and  giving  inspiration 
to  its  iniquities.” 

The  black  leader  identified  the  key 
components  of  the  American  system 
which  perpetuate  racism  as  “the  Ameri¬ 
can  trinitarian  formula  of  capitalism,, 
racism,  and  militarism.” 

He  said  further  that  racism  was  based  . 
on  bad  theology.  “A  simple  surface  diag¬ 
nosis  reveals  a  sick  sociology,  based  on  a 
faulty  anthropology,  which  emanates 
from  a  false  theology  .  .  .  Racism  is 
demonic,  a  spiritual  perversion,”  he  con¬ 
cluded. 


Women  hear  disturbing 
news  at  health  seminar 


Small  church  produces  bishop,  pastors 

SALEM,  Kan.  —  Four  members  of  a  Salem  United  Methodist  Church  school  class 
were  so  influenced  by  their  church  life  that  they  became  pastors.  One  of  them  even 
became  a  bishop.  The  68-member  congregation  recently  celebrated  “Bishop  Hicks 
Day’  ’  and  reunited  the  four  men  who  attended  the  same  Sunday  School  class  taught  by 
the  late  Ernest  Crook. 

Pictured  at  the  celebration  are  ( I  to  r) :  The  Rev.  Harold  Peck,  pastor  of  the  UMC  in 
Piainville;  the  Rev.  Clyde  West,  pastor  of  St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  Church.  St. 
Louis,  Mo.:  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  of  the  Arkansas  Area:  and  the  Rev.  Paul  Seyffer, 
pastor  of  the  UMC  in  Axtell. 
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NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Gonorrhea  has 
reached  epidemic  proportions  in  the 
U.S.,  especially  among  teenagers,  but 
the  federal  government  cannot  do  any- 
thihg  about  it,  according  to  Judy 
Norsigian  of  the  Boston  Women’s  Health 
Collective. 

“If  you  want  to  prevent  venereal 
disease,  you  have  to  talk  about  sex  edu¬ 
cation,"  she  said,  but  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare  is  reluct¬ 
ant  to  discuss  issues  related  to  sexuality. 
“That’s  too  close  to  sex,”  said  Ms. 
Norsigian. 

“Therefore  preventive  education  has 
to  take  place  in  the  community,”  she  con¬ 
cluded. 

This  disturbing  bit  of  information  was 
conveyed  during  a  seminar  on  women 
and  health  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Division  here  last 
month.  Officially  titled  “The  Mrs.  C. 
Clifford  Cummings  Seminar  on  Women 
and  Development,”  it  honored  Hazel 
Cummings  of  Dixon,  Ill.,  president  of  the 
division  from  1972  to  1976. 

Topics  discussed  included  occupa¬ 
tional  health  hazards,  sterilization 
abuse,  rape,  teenage  pregnancy,  bat¬ 
tered  women  and  single  mothers.  Run¬ 
ning  throughout  the  seminar  was  the  at¬ 


tempt  to  separate  century-old  myths  and 
reality. 

Mild  disagreement  developed  on  who 
must  initiate  the  war  on  gonorrhea. 
Norma  Swenson,  also  from  the  Boston 
Collective,  wanted  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  say,  “Let’s  clean  up  gonorrhea !  ” 
“Policy  is  made  in  Washington,”  she 
said.  “Unless  we  go  there  and  speak 
and  fight,  no  policy  will  be  promul¬ 
gated.” 

Dr.  Effie  Ellis,  a  seminar  participant 
from  Chicago,  reminded  the  group, 
“Congress  is  impotent  if  the  constituency 
does  not  support  a  policy.” 

On  the  ballooning  rate  of  teen  preg¬ 
nancies,  Ms.  Swenson  stated,  “Many 
schools  do  not  have  sex  education,  and 
some  of  those  that  do  cannot  talk  about 
contraceptives  and  abortion.  No  one  is 
giving  teenage  women  the  tools  with 
which  to  say  ‘I  am  in  charge  of  my  own 
life  and  I  can  prevent  pregnancy.’  ” 

Ms.  Norsigian  acknowledged  women 
were  ambivalent  about  abortion  and 
said,  “If  we  don’t  Find  a  way  of  talking 
publicly  about  why  women  need  abor¬ 
tion,  we  will  lose.  Admittedly  there  are. 
abuses,  but  we  must  still  preserve  the’ 
right  to  doit.” 


On  behalf  of  the  United  Methodist  Men,  Ernest  Arnold, 
congratulated  Mrs.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  new  president  of  the 
Conf.  UMW. 


Helen  Brock,  left,  presents  Lois  Kohler,  staff  person  for  the 
Nashville  area  —  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Women’s  Division. 
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Two  presidents:  Janet  Hoffpauir,  newly  elected  and  Amy 
Ward,  outgoing  president. 


Virginia  Laskey  and  Mai  Gray  were  presented  Sustaining 
Memberships  (a  gift  of  $500  to  missions  in  each  person’s 
name.) 


Banquet  scene:  From  left  —  D.  L.  and  Sue  Dykes  (host 
pastor);  Peggy  and  Harvey  Williamson  (host 
superintendent). 


Annual  Meeting  Of  United  Methodist  Women 


An  important  part  of  any  worthwhile  meeting  is  singing  the 
hymns  of  faith.  From  1.  Amy  Ward,  Gloria  Bennet,  Veora 
Lundy,  Mary  Ellen  Gardner,  Virginia  Laskey,  and  Maude 
Johnson  Harris. 


3  generations  of  service  to  the  conference:  Mrs.  Porter 
Caraway;  Linn  Caraway  Richardson  (who  was  honored  as 
one  of  the  newly  ordained  Deacons);  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Cara¬ 
way.  (Pictured  right  to  left) 


Ernest  Arnold,  Conf.  Pres,  of  United  Methodist  Men, 
honoring  Amy  Ward  who  retired  as  president,  and  Mary  Lou 
Blakeman,  who  wrote,  directed,  and  co-narrated,  with  Inez 
Christentery,  the  script  for  the  Drama. 


The  Centenary  Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Will 
Andress,  entertained  the  delegates. 


Mrs.  Mai  Gray  installs  new  officers.  Shown  1.  to  r.  Audrey  . 
Milo,  Janet  Hoffpauir,  Fran  Hall,  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  and 
Margaret  Bryan. 


Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Men  met  recently  at 
Key’s  Point  Retreat  Center  of  the  Church.  Speaker  for  the 
occasion  was  former  L.  C.  Superintendent,  Byrl  Moreland, 
who  now  serves  as  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
Director.  Key’s  Point  is  a  Moss  Lake  camp  recently  donated 
to  the  church  by  Vivian  Key  in  memory  of  her  late  husband 
and  daughter  Hillard  H.  and  Jeannine.  Shown  in  the  picture 
from  1.  to  r.  are  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  L.  C.  Supt.,  Melvin  Young, 
pres,  of  Henning  UMM,  and  Beverly  E.  Bond,  Henning 
pastor. 


Is  God’s  Cause  In  Your  Will? 


By  ROBERT  F.  SHARPE 

Even  people  who  already  have  written 
their  wills  often  overlook  four  important 
considerations: 

1.  Naming  an  alternate  executor.  It 
may  be  that  your  named  executor  cannot 
serve  —  he  may  move  away,  or  die,  or 
become  ill,  or  be  too  involved  in  business 
matters  when  the  time  comes,  or  be  gone 
on  a  six-month  world  tour,  or  be  unable  to 
serve  for  any  number  of  reasons.  If  you 
do  not  name  an  alternate  executor,  the 
court  may  simply  name  a  close  relative. 
You  would  probably  rather  make  that 
choice  knowing  the  business  ability*  of 
yoqr  relatives,  or  you  might  want  to 
name  the  trust  department  of  your  bank, 
or  your  attorney,  or  your  accountant. 

2.  Naming  guardian  for  minor 
children.  Parents  young  enough  to  have 
minor  children  automatically  assume 
that  they  are  too  young  to  need  wills. 
Farthest  from  their  thoughts  is  the 
possibility  that  some  tragedy  could 
remove  both  parents  from  the  scene  at 
once  and  create  a  need  for  the  care  of  the 
children. 

It  is  wise  for  young  couples  to  discuss 
this  possibility  frankly,  and  to  make  the 
decision  about  guardianship  together. 
Then  it  can  be  discussed  with  the 
proposed  guardians  to  be  sure  they  would 
be  willing  to  serve.  Often  it  is 
satisfactory  to  work  out  a  mutual 
agreement  with  another  young  couple 
whose  children  also  would  need 
guardians  in  a  like  situation.  These  plans 
should  be  stated  in  the  wills  of  all  four 
parents  involved. 

3.  Naming  final  beneficiaries.  It  is 
surprising  how  many  wills  name  only 
immediate  members  of  the  family  as 
beneficiaries  and  stop  at  that.  People 
who  write  such  wills  would  be  amazed  to 
know  how  many  thousands  of  cases  go 
through  the  courts  every  week  involving 


wills  where  every  single  beneficiary 
named  has  died.  What  happens  then  is 
usually  a  happy  surprise  to  some  distant 
cousins,  sometimes  people  who  were  not 
even  known  by  the  deceased.  You 
probably  would  rather  have  your  church 
receive  your  estate  for  the  work  of  God’s 
Kingdom,  in  the  event  your  heirs 
predeceased  you. 

4.  Including  your  church  in  your  will! 
Your  interest  in  your  church  may  be 
primary  while  you  live  .  .  .  and  it  need 
not  be  less  than  when  you  die.  If  your 
heirs  are  not  truly  needy,  or  if  you  have 
no  immediate  heirs,  you  may  want  to 
consider  making  the  work  of  Christ  a 
major  recipient  of  your  estate,  or  name 
your  church  to  receive  a  certain 
percentage,  such  as  a  tithe.  Every 
church  member  could  appropriately 
name  his  church  as  residual  beneficiary 
after  other  specific  bequests  are  made. 
How  about  your  will? 

You  can  share  your  faith  beyond  your 
lifetime  by  the  way  you  write  your  will 
now  .  .  .  and  then  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  whatever  you  do  not  need  in  this 
life  will  bring  spiritual  blessing  to  many 
others.  If  you  want  more  information 
that  will  help  you  plan,  just  use  the 
coupon  below  for  a  complimentary  copy 
of  a  practical  booklet  on  will-making.  No 
obligation. 

To:  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana 

1010  Mid  South  Towers,  Shreve¬ 
port,  LA  71101 

(  )  Please  send  me  more  information 

on  writing  my  will. 

(  )  I  would  like  a  visit  from  the 
Director. 

Name _ 

Address _ 


We  want  to  express  our  appreciation 
for  the  growing  number  of  bulletins, 
papers,  announcements,  pictures,  etc., 
that  you  send.  In  fact,  you  have 
responded  so  well,  we  have  enough 
material  to  do  the  paper  through 
November,  and  not  use  all  that  we  have. 
Especially  pictures!!  There  must  be 
197,592  of  them!  Have  patience;  we  will 
get  to  them  as  soon  as  we  are  able.  That 
way  you  have  to  keep  reading  just  to  see 


if  we  have  gotten  to  yours  yet. 

Next  week  we  will  feature  the 
Alexandria  District.  Once  a  month  we  do 
a  different  district  because  we  think  you 
want  to  know  about  things  people  around 
the  conference  are  doing. 

Editors  of  Conference  papers  across 
the  church  were  invited  to  the  State 
Department  recently  for  a  briefing  on 
Salt  II  and  the  Middle  East. 


Ruston  District  Lab  School  held  at  Trinity  UMU  gave 
Forty-Three  Church  School  teachers  and  leaders  from  twelve 
churches  an  opportunity  to  develop  teaching  concepts;  plan 
and  teach  a  specific  age  group;  evaluate  or  follow-up;  and 
plan  for  the  next  teacher-pupil  session.  Evaluation  from 
leaders-in-training  indicated  personal  growth  in  teaching 
and  a  deepening  sense  of  commitment. 


Youth  Convoc. 

‘Tough  Faith’ 


“Tough  Faith  for  Tough  Times”  is  the 
theme  for  the  1979  Fall  Youth 
Convocation,  to  be  held  Saturday, 
November  10th.  at  First  UMC.  Baton 
Rouge.  All  local  UMYF  groups  are  urged 
to  participate  in  the  Soul  Picnic  which  is 
to  be  a  time  for  each  group  to  share  what 
Tough  Faith  means  to  them.  Dr  Donald 


Webb,  President  of  Centenary  College, 
will  be  the  keynote  speaker.  Registration 
begins  at  9:00  a. m.  and  the  program  will 
be  from  10:30  a  m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Cost  is 
$2.50  which  includes  a  fried  chicken 
lunch.  For  more  details,  contact  your 
pastor  or  Mrs.  Kathi  Finnell,  Post  Office 
Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 


In  a  day  when  the  divorce  rate  is  high,  and  one  hears 
constantly  about  the  instability  of  family  life,  it  is  refreshing 
to  print  a  picture  like  this  one.  Shown  1.  to  r.,  E.  H.  Handy 
and  LZ  Handy  (they  will  be  married  60  years  at  Easter) ;  W. 
T.  and  Dorothy  Handy,  Sr.  (Married  60  years) ;  and  T.  J.  and 
Alonzo  Handy  (married  55  years).  The  picture  was  taken  at 
the  60th  anniversary  celebration  of  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Handy,  Sr. 


Pablo  and  Trini  Casillas  are  missionaries  to  Fresnillo, 
Mex.  They  shared  with  First  UMC  Lake  Arthur  about  their 
work  in  Mexico.  Rev.  Allan  Stackhouse  is  the  pastor. 


Shown  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  for 
the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  are  1.  to  r.,  Stone  W. 
Caraway,  Chairman  of  the  Board;  Charles  Beard,  Vice- 
Chairman;  and  Dr.  Wayne  Bon  Durant,  Staff  member  from 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions. 

Minister  Receives  Award 


Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.,  recently 
was  honored  as  he  received  the  most 
Outstanding  Minister  of  the  Year  award 
from  the  Early  Risers  Kiwanis  Club  of 
Kiwanis  International.  The  plaque  was 
given  at  the  Award’s  Night  Program  and 
banquet.  Mr.  Calvin  was  cited  for  his 


active  participation  in  Community 
programs,  work  with  Senior  Citizens  and 
promoting  programs  for  children  and 
youth  in  the  church  and  community.  He 
has  served  as  minister  of  Camphor 
Memorial  UMC  for  more  than  ten  years. 


‘Ayudame’ 


In  N.O. 


“There  are  thousands  of  souls  that 
cry  for  help,  but  the  majority  doesn’t 
understand  because  they  said 
‘Ayudame’  instead  of  'help  me.'  Who 
can  hear  the  voice?  Who  can  answer, 

‘I  am  here,  send  me?’  ’’ 

These  are  words  by  Dr.  Juan 
Sanifel,  newly  appointed  minister  to 
the  Spanish-speaku^.community  qf 
New  Orleans.  The  thousands  he  talked 
about  are  between  83,000  and  97,000 
persons  who  live  in  New  Orleans,  and 
who  came  there  from  Latin  America. 

It  is  estimated  that  43,000  are  from 
Honduras,  10,000  from  Cuba,  and  the 
balance  from  Guatemala,  Nicaragua, 
Mexico,  etc.  This  community 
represents  a  sizable  proportion  of  the 
population  of  the  city. 

There  are  all  sorts  of  barriers  which 
have  to  be  overcome:  learning  to 
speak  a  new  language;  differences  in 
culture;  the  necessity  of  finding  the 
way  amid  strange  surroundings.  The 
greatest  problem,  however,  is  that 
most  Latin  Americans  have  spent  all 
their  money  in  the  “dream  of 
traveling  to  America,”  and  came  here 
without  material  possessions.  All  of 
these  must  be  overcome  before  the 
family  can  begin  to  find  the 
“promised  new  life  which  they 
sought.” 

Most  of  all,  there  is  the  awareness 
^ha^^OOO^persons^nak^jjp^a^ 


population  larger  than  most  cities  in 
the  state.  These  are  people  who  need 
to  hear  the  message  of  the  church. 
Talk  about  a  mission  field!  You  do  not 
have  to  go  to  some  distant  land !  There 
is  a  need,  right  here  at  home:  to 
change  lives,  to  give  new  visions  and 
hope,  to  become  the  medium  for  a 
people  discovering  who  they  really 
are,  and  Who  made  them,  and  why. 

The  Spanish-speaking  ministry  is  a 
National  Advance  Special.  If  your 
church  is  seeking  a  project  for 
“second-mile”  giving,  perhaps  you 
will  want  to  investigate  this  program. 
You  may  contact  Dr.  Sanfiel  at  3401 
Canal  St.,  New  Orleans,  70119. 


Dr.  Juan  Sanfiel 


Second  Missionary 
Conference  Held 


CSC  Graduates 

Twenty-four  graduates  of  the 
Centenary  College  Church  Careers 
Program  are  now  working  in 
professional  church  jobs.  The  Church 
Careers  Program  is  now  entering  its 
sixth  year  of  service  and  has  over  100 
students  enrolled.  The  twenty-four 
graduates  who  are  now  professional 
workers  hold  degrees  in  Christian 
education  and  sacred  music  and  are 
stationed  as  follows. 

Trudy  Almond,  Fort  Lauderdale. 
Florida  (education);  Betsy  Boyd. 
Shreveport  (Caddo  Parish  School 
System);  George  Bozone,  Stuart, 
Florida,  (church  consultant);  Cathy 
Craton,  Shreveport  (childrens  worker  — 
Broadmoor  UMC);  Jane  Daugherty. 
Shreveport  (education -La keview  UMC); 
Joe  Dowling,  Kendall,  Florida 
(education-First  UMC). 

Melissa  Draper,  Farmington,  N  M 
(Navaho  Indian  mission);  Marty 
Griffith,  Shreveport  (professional 
musician);  JoAnne  Harris,  Shreveport 
(TV  ministry-First  UMC);  Kathy 
Johnson,  Shreveport  (Centenary 
College). 

Janie  Trammell  Kelly,  Shreveport  (St 
Luke's  UMC ) .  Russell  King,  Shreveport 
( music-St.  Luke’s  UMC) ;  John  Lambert. 
Shreveport  (Centenary  College);  John 
Logan.  Carthage.  Texas  (St.  Paul’s 
Presbyterian  Church);  Terri  Nichols 
Lov.  Sacramento,  Cal.  (counseling). 

Mike  Marshall,  Shreveport  (Y.M.C.A); 
Andrea  Martin,  Shreveport  ( recruitment 
Centenary  College);  Ronald  Myers  and 
Cheryl  Courtney  Myers,  Greeley,  Col 
(First  Cong.  Church)  ,  Sue  Nichols,  Bos¬ 
sier  City  (education-First  UMC);  David 
Parker,  Fordyce,  Ark.  (music-First 
UMC) 

Donna  Ring,  Jupiter,  Fla.  (education- 
First  UMC),  Alfredo  Tijerina,  Athens, 
Ga.  (youth-St.  Joseph’s  Cath.  Church); 
Janis  Trammell.  Baton  Rouge  (Univer¬ 
sity  UMC). 


Kenner  UMC  had  its  second  annual 
Missionary  Conference  in  the  month  of 
September.  During  five  days  of  special 
programs,  small  group  discussions, 
worship  and  fellowship  meals,  the  work 
of  missions  in  India,  Central  America, 
and  South  Louisiana  were  presented  by 
missionaries  with  first-hand  reports. 

Speaking  at  the  conference  was  Mr. 
Earl  Minor,  a  designer  and  inventor  who 
worked  in  the  space  program,  and  who  is 
a  lay  missionary  from  Missouri.  He  is  the 
associate  director  of  Creative  Ministries 
of  the  Missouri  area,  which  is  promoting 
the  TRAG  mission  project  in  the  third 
world.  The  three-wheel  truck  which  he 
designed  offers  cheap  transportation  to 
the  financially  oppressed  farmers  of  the 
third  world.  It  can  be  used  in  the  field, 
the  woods,  on  the  crude  farm  roads,  and 
in  the  cities  of  the  under  developed 
countries,  and  yet  be  repaired  under  the 
shade  tree  with  simple  tools.  The  cost  to 
produce  this  useful  truck  is  a  little  over 
$1,000  and  plans  are  underway  to  assist 
needy  communities  to  begin  manu¬ 
facturing  TRAG  truck  and  thus  provide 
a  source  of  income  for  the  people. 

Kev.  Spiller  Milton  of  the  Duiac 
Mission  witnessed  to  the  church  of  the 
needs  of  the  Houma  Indians  and  how  the 
UM  Church  for  the  past  50  years  has 
been  meeting  those  needs.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jessie  Clements,  who  serve  in  Hong 
Kong  and  in  India  for  more  than  ten 
years  under  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  told  the  story  of  the  new  found 


hope  of  hundreds  of  villages  in  India  and 
around  the  world  as  they  learn  to  use 
their  native  leadership  and  resources  to 
raise  their  standard  of  living.  This  work 
in  India  is  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
UMC  in  cooperation  with  Institute  of 
Cultural  Affairs. 


Through  the  Missionary  Conference 
the  Kenner  Church  has  more  than 
doubled  its  giving  to  advance  specials, 
while  paying  in  full  all  its  conference 
claims.  The  church  is  already  looking 
forward  to  its  third  Annual  Missionary 
Conference  in  1980. 


Cheryl  Hulitsky,  a  Junior  Hi  of  Kenner  UMC  learns  to  drive 
the  TRAG  truck  while  Earl  Minor  sits  by  the  right  side  of  the 
driver,  giving  instructions. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Court  action  threatens  UM  4con n ection al’  existence 


UMC  not  a  suable  ‘ jural  entity 9 


By  PAUL  HARDIN 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  its  October  term,  1979,  will  de¬ 
cide  whether  or  not  to  review  decisions  of 
state  and  federal  courts  in  California  in  a 
complex  web  of  litigation  arising  out  of 
the  financial  woes  of  Pacific  Homes,  a 
not-for-profit  corporation  providing 
homes  and  care  contracts  for  elderly 
persons  in  California,  Arizona,  and 
Hawaii.  Pacific  Homes  was  a  ministry 
of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Its  board  of  trustees  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  that  conference. 

“Class  action” 
suits  claiming  at 
various  times  total 
damages  in  excess 
of  $500  million  have 
been  filed  on  behalf 
of  residents  of  Pa¬ 
cific  Homes  —  de¬ 
spite  efforts  by  the 
Annual  Conference 
to  raise  $9  million 
to  support  a  plan  of 
reorganization  presented  to  the  residents 
and  approved  by  91  percent  of  those  who 
voted  on  it,  and  despite  the  fact  that  an 
emergency  fund  was  established  by  the 
conference  to  insure  that  no  residents 
would  be  forced  to  leave  because  of  their 
inability  to  make  increased  monthly  pay¬ 
ments  required  by  the  reorganization 
trustee  to  meet  inflationary  cost  in¬ 
creases. 


Paul  Hardin 


Not  against  class  action 

This  article  is  no  general  attack  on 
class  action  suits,  although,  as  a  lawyer, 
I  have  long  been  troubled  by  their  poten¬ 
tial  for  vexation  without  substance.  This 
article  also  does  not  prejudge  that  there 
might  or  might  not  be  some  legal  liability 
on  the  part  of  some  jural  entity  arising 
out  of  the  management  of  Pacific  Homes 
or  that  it  would  not  be  commendable  for 
concerned  United  Methodists  to  assist 
any  resident  who  cannot  otherwise  meet 
inflationary  costs.  This  article  does  not 
attack  decisions  that  plaintiffs  have 
made  to  designate  as  defendants  certain 
general  boards  and  agencies  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  since  they  are 
jural  entities,  have  entered  pleas  in  these 
cases,  and  can  fairly  defend  themselves. 

The  one,  narrow  concern  of  this  article 
is  that  the  plaintiffs  have  sued  a  non¬ 
existent  jural  entity  —  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  —  in  the  apparent  hope  of 
reaching  eventually  what  plaintiffs  as¬ 
sert  are  “general  funds”  of  the  church. 

Lower  courts  have  ruled  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  must  appear  and 
defend  the  suits  —  in  the  face  of  uncon¬ 
tradicted  evidence  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  as  such  has  no  office,  no 
executive,  no  property,  no  employees,  no 
contracts,  and,  specifically,  no  official 
having  any  power  to  represent  it  in  any 
litigation. 

The  plaintiffs’  legal  theory  is  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  an  “unincor¬ 
porated  association"  presiding  in  some 
hierarchical  way  over  all  of  the  myriad 
local  congregations,  annual  and  juris¬ 
dictional  conferences,  boards,  and  agen¬ 
cies  of  United  Methodism.  Lower  courts 
have  upheld  that  assertion,  and,  unless 
the  Supreme  Court  intervenes,  this  large 
connectional  denomination  will  have  to 
restructure  itself  or  suffer  default  judg¬ 
ment.  In  either  case  the  connectional  sys¬ 
tem  of  United  Methodism  would  be  jeop¬ 
ardized  —  and  possibly  destroyed. 

Sadly,  many  press  accounts  of  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Homes  litigation  have  made  light  of 
the  factual,  public  policy,  and  constitu¬ 
tional  issues  raised  by  the  attempt  to 
force  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  be¬ 
have  as  a  jural  entity  and  have  depicted 
United  Methodists  as  callous  with  re¬ 
spect  to  Pacific  Homes  residents.  In  fact, 
the  appropriate  jural  entities  of  the 
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church  have  never  denied  suability  and 
stand  ready,  of  course,  to  abide  by  legal 
judgments.  Furthermore,  concerned 
United  Methodists  in  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  and  else¬ 
where  have  volunteered  financial  assis¬ 
tance  to  any  resident  lacking  the  means 
to  meet  the  increased  payments  required 
by  the  reorganization  trustee. 

I  represent  no  party  to  these  suits.  I  am 
a  deeply  concerned  United  Methodist 
layman  and  former  practicing  lawyer  — 
now  a  university  administrator  —  who 
feels  compelled  to  point  out  that  two  legal 
principles  are  on  a  collision  course  in  the 
Pacific  Homes  litigation  and  that  the  one 
that  has  found  support  in  the  lower  courts 
is  far  less  important  than  the  one  that  has 
been  thus  far  ignored. 

Principle  'self-limiting’ 

The  lesser  principle  is  that  persons, 
corporations,  and  associations  ought  not 
escape  suit  or  liability  by  organizational 
subterfuge.  The  second  life-or-death 
principle  which  the  Supreme  Court  will 
surely  recognize  is  that  this  just-stated 
principle  is  self-limiting.  If  there  is  no 
subterfuge,  if  the  entity  sought  to  be  sued 
is  not  and  has  never  behaved  as  a  jural 
entity,  if  it  holds  no  property  and  has  ac¬ 
cess  to  no  property  and  shields  no  suable 
entity  that  might  be  responsible  to  the 
plaintiffs,  and  especially  if  the  entity  is  a 
religious  denomination  whose  structure 
is  an  essential  part  of  its  religious  polity 
and  not  a  construct  to  escape  liability, 
then  it  is  at  least  outrageous,  and  prob¬ 
ably  unconstitutional,  to  force  that  re¬ 
ligious  body  to  reorganize  itself  for  the 
convenience  of  plaintiff  parties,  looking 
fora  "deep pocket." 

Suability  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Pacific  Homes  litigation  is 
supportable  only  by  shallow  sentimen¬ 
tality  that  does  not  concern  itself  with  the 
rights  of  all  persons  who  need  the  mis- 
sional  programs  of  the  church.  That  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  not  suable  in 
the  Pacific  Homes  litigation  is  supported 
(1)  by  the  facts,  (2)  by  public  policy,  and 
(3)  by  the  First  Amendment  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States. 

First  the  facts.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  connectional,  not  hierarchical 
in  structure  and  operation.  Its  basic  units 
are  local  congregations  formed  into  an¬ 
nual  conferences.  These  local  units  par¬ 
ticipate  in  geographically  extended  juris¬ 
dictional  conferences  and  a  quadrennial 
General  Conference,  but  do  not  surren¬ 
der  legal  autonomy  in  so  doing.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  adjourns  without  inten¬ 
tion  of  reconvening  after  each  quadren¬ 
nial  two-week  session,  and  leaves  no  of¬ 
fices  or  staff.  It  has  authorized  general 
boards  and  agencies  (suable  entities  with 
liability  insurance)  which  expend  money 
requested  of  annual  conferences  and, 
through  them,  local  churches.  The  Gene¬ 
ral  Conference  has  no  means  of  collect¬ 
ing  any  “general  fund”  asking  or  appor¬ 
tionment  from  any  local  church  or  an¬ 
nual  conference  which  chooses  not  to  ac¬ 
cept  it. 

Not  single  entity 

The  United  Methodist  Church  (except 
in  the  form  of  one  of  the  local  entities  or  a 
board  or  agency )  has  never  acted  as  con¬ 
tractor,  employer,  property  owner,  or 
litigator.  Furthermore,  there  has  been  no 
holding  out  of  a  superior  body,  nor  any 
appearance  of  recourse  beyond  the  con¬ 
gregation  or  conference  with  which  indi¬ 
viduals  and  other  organizations  deal.  For 
example,  banks  make  loans  to  local  con¬ 
gregations  and  to  annual  conferences. 
They  check  the  credit  of  local  congre¬ 
gations  and  annual  conferences  and 
never  consider  for  a  moment  that  there  is 
financial  recourse  to  any  higher  author¬ 
ity,  for  it  is  clear  that  there  is  no  such 
overriding  recourse  or  authority. 

Second,  public  policy  screams  “Hands 
off!”  Even  if  the  United  Methodist 
Church  were  to  be  found  suable  in  this 
case,  there  is  little  chance  it  would  be 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

Board 


To  the  Editor: 

The  October  12  issue  of  TM/UMR  re¬ 
lated  the  recommendation  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  change 
the  Book  of  Discipline  concerning  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  stand  on  the 
issue  of  homosexuality.  Later  in  the 
same  article,  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  stated  that  it  had  approved  a  “re¬ 
structure  of  the  agency  to  make  it  more 
responsive  to  the  local  church.” 

The  actions  which  have  been  taken 
about  homosexuality  show  that  the 
board’s  members  aren’t  listening  to  the 
local  church.  I  haven’t  seen  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  board  to  listen  to  the 
local  church  or  to  follow  the  wishes  of  the 
General  Conference  as  stated  in  the  Book 
of  Discipline. 

I  appreciate  the  TM/UMR  for  the  great 
job  which  you  perform  in  keeping  us  in¬ 
formed  of  the  actions  of  the  various  agen¬ 
cies  within  the  church.  I  would  like  to  see 
you  have  a  “Question  Box”  concerning 
the  entire  subject  of  homosexuality. 

Norman  C.  Wilhoit 
Erwin,  Tennessee 

Love  sinner,  hate  sin 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  just  received  my  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  of  October  12,  I  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  write  regarding  the  article  by 
Sharon  Mielke  headlined  “Shift  in  UM 
stance  on  ‘gays’  asked.” 

How  can  we  call  ourselves  Christian 
and  not  condemn  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality?  We  can  love  the  sinner  and 
hate  the  sin. 


Editorial 

|  Religious  freedom,  jural  entities  | 
I  and  devising  justice  for  all 


TM/UMR  has  devoted  substantial 
space  over  the  past  several  years  to 
coverage  of  developments  related  to 
the  bankruptcy  of  Pacific  Homes,  a 
retirement  home  ministry  developed 
by  what  is  now  the  UMC’s  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference.  Our 
coverage  has  included  articles  con¬ 
cerning  problems  faced  by  that  an¬ 
nual  conference  and  its  efforts  to  deal 
with  them,  problems  faced  by  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  homes,  and  the  various 
Pacific  Homes-related  lawsuits  filed 
against  church  agencies. 

Two  articles  appearing  elsewhere 
on  this  page  deal  in  different  ways 
with  one  facet  of  these  lawsuits: 
whether  or  not  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  as  such,  is  a  “jural  entity” 
(capable  of  being  sued).  Although  this 
issue  has  received  relatively  scant  at¬ 
tention  in  most  of  the  news  reports 
concerning  Pacific  Homes,  it  has  po¬ 
tentially  profound  and  far-reaching 
implications  for  United  Methodism,  in 
particular,  and  for  all  future  organ¬ 
ized  religious  activities  in  this  country 
in  general.  A  motion  currently  before 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
would  remove  this  issue  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  California  appellate 
court,  which  ruled  that  the  UMC  is  a 
“jural  entity.” 

Dr.  Ewing  Wayland,  head  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  recently  simpli¬ 
fied  the  basic  issue  which  is  at  stake  in 
a  way  any  person  can  understand:  “If 
the  California  appellate  court’s  ruling 
should  be  allowed  to  stand,  and  thus 
establish  a  legal  precedent,  then  the 
local  utility  company  in  any  U.S.  city 
could  logically  sue  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  if  any  local  church  should 
fail  to  pay  its  light  bill.”  While  this 
example  may  seem  absurd,  it  serves 
well  to  illustrate  the  basic  point  of 
contention:  whether  or  not  there  is 
some  overarching  entity  called  “the 
United  Methodist  Church”  which  can, 
and  should,  assume  legal  liability  for 
all  the  various  local  congregations. 


found  liable.  If  it  should  be  found  liable, 
there  are  no  funds  or  assets  belonging  to 
the  denomination  as  a  whole  —  only  the 
funds  of  local  units  which  cannot  be  at¬ 
tached.  Even  if  money  could  be  squeezed 
out  of  local  units  having  no  connection 
with  Pacific  Homes,  the  public  policy 
cost  would  far  outweigh  any  benefit  to 
these  plaintiffs. 

Why  'chill’  connectionalism 

Why  “chill”  religious  connectionalism? 
Local  units  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  other  denominations  cooper¬ 
ate  in  order  to  perform  benevolent  ser¬ 
vices  to  persons  in  need  of  such  services 
and  beyond  the  practical  reach  of  local 
units.  If  the  money  we  send  from  the 
Madison,  New  Jersey,  United  Methodist 
Church  (which  I  attend)  to  relieve  vic¬ 
tims  of  hurricanes  should  be  diverted,  or 
even  seem  likely  to  be  diverted,  to  pay 
for  alleged  default  or  improvidence  on 
the  part  of  some  other  local  unit  of  United 
Methodism  over  which  we  exercise  no 
control,  there  will  be  no  more  giving  for 
World  Service  or  other  benevolences, 
period!  Obviously,  therefore,  after  this 
one  case  ends,  if  plaintiffs  should  re¬ 
cover,  it  is  unlikely  that  there  would  be  in 
the  future  any  “general  funds”  funnelled 
through  any  agency  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Instead,  the  nearly 
10,000,000  Methodists  in  nearly  40,000  Con¬ 
gregations  would  revert  to  local  mission 
and  narrow  vision  —  a  vast  and  tragic 
setback  to  religion  and  public  charity. 

Third,  the  First  Amendment  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States  was  in- 


3 s  stance  on  ‘gays’  hit 


service  agencies  and  institutions  :• 
which  are  tied  together  under  the  um-  •: 
brella  of  United  Methodism’s  “con-  :• 
nectional  system.” 

We  agree  with  the  bottom  line  per-  >• 
spectives  offered  by  writers  of  both  £ 
the  articles  found  elsewhere  on  this 
page:  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  should 
remove  this  consideration  from  the  £ 
jurisdiction  of  the  California  appellate 
court,  and  subsequently  declare  that  X 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  as  a  de-  £ 
nomination,  cannot  be  sued.  X 

We  believe  such  a  ruling  would  have  * 
at  least  two  highly  beneficial  effects  :j: 
for  all  concerned.  First,  it  would  re-  £ 
move  the  threat  to  the  organized  exer-  X 
cise  of  religious  freedom  in  America 
which  is  posed  by  the  ruling  of  the  !•: 
California  appellate  court.  £ 

Second,  once  it  is  legally  estab- 
lished  that  all  United  Methodist  con-  £ 
gregations,  agencies  and  institutions 
cannot  be  held  legally  liable  for  the  £ 
actions  of  any  particular  United  j: 
Methodist  congregation,  agency  or  in-  :• 
stitution,  then  all  parties  to  the  suits 
would  likely  develop  greater  interest 
in  devising  a  just  and  equitable  solu-  £ 
tion  to  the  problems  of  Pacific  Homes  j: 
outside  the  courtroom .  :• 

So  long  as  this  matter  is  being  dealt  •: 
with  in  the  legal  arena,  with  various  :• 
organizations  within  our  church  facing  £ 
the  threat  of  multi-million  dollar  :• 
legal  judgments  against  them,  the  en-  £ 
ergies  of  those  conferences  and  agen-  > 
cies  are  necessarily  focused  on  de-  £ 
fending  their  positions.  If  the  aim  of  |; 
the  plaintiffs  to  the  various  suits  is 
justice  and  equity  for  the  residents  of 
Pacific  Homes  —  rather  than  destruc-  :• 
tion  of  the  UMC’s  Pacific  and  South-  £ 
west  Annual  Conference  and/or  the  >j 
United  Methodist  Church  as  a  denomi-  £ 
nation  —  then  that  aim  is  much  more  £ 
likely  to  be  accomplished  through  ap-  £ 
peals  to  the  generosity  and  sense  of  :ji 
social  responsibility  of  United  Meth-  ;j; 
odist  members  than  in  protracted  $ 
and  costly  courtroom  battles.  £ 


tended  to  prevent  just  exactly  the  sort  of 
scenario  being  portrayed  here.  It  forbids 
the  federal  government  from  interfering 
with  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  and 
that  same  injunction  is  carried  over 
against  state  governments  by  the  14th 
Amendment. 

Thus,  the  bishops  and  lawyers  trying 
now  to  obtain  review  by  the  Supreme 
Court  do  not  represent  callous  disregard 
for  human  suffering.  The  bishops  and 
other  persons  served  with  complaints  in 
these  cases  are  denying  that  they  are  au¬ 
thorized  to  litigate  on  behalf  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  because  that  is  the 
fact,  not  because  they  don’t  care  for  the 
persons  whose  contracts  with  Pacific 
Homes  are  in  some  jeopardy.  Their  lack 
of  authority  to  represent  the  church  is  a 
fact;  it  is  not  shielding  any  assets  which, 
by  any  stretch  of  imagination,  could  be  a- 
vailable  to  plaintiffs;  it  is  not  a  jural  sub¬ 
terfuge;  and  it  is  a  part  of  an  important, 
legitimate  religious  tradition. 

This  traditional  Methodist  form  of  or¬ 
ganization  contributes  to  the  relief  of  hu¬ 
man  suffering  through  nationwide  and 
worldwide  benevolence  programs.  In  the 
name  of  common  sense,  public  policy, 
and  the  Constitution,  it  must  not  be 
altered  by  judicial  fiat. 

Writers  of  the  articles  related  to  the 
Pacific  Homes  case  on  this  page  are:  Dr. 
Paul  Hardin,  president  of  UM-related 
Drew  University  in  Madison,  New  Jer¬ 
sey;  and  Judge  Clarence  A.  Guittard, 
civil  appeals  court  chief  justice  and  a 
member  of  Highland  Park  UMC  in 
Dallas,  Texas. 


Religious  freedom  is  the  issue 


I  hate  to  see  the  church  lower  its  stan¬ 
dards  because  of  pressure.  If  the  General 
Conference  deletes  the  statement  re¬ 
garding  this,  we  will  surely  lose  many 
more  members  and  open  the  door  to 
more  liberalism. 

The  new  statement  being  suggested  — 
“we  are  seeking  the  truth”  —  where  are 
we  seeking  for  this  so-called  truth? 

Isn't  the  Bible  our  guide  —  should  we 
not  first  abide  by  the  Scriptures  —  where 
else  can  we  seek  for  the  truth? 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  Truth  —  and  He  has 
promised  that  when  we  know  Him,  we 
will  know  the  truth  and  this  truth  will  set 
us  free! 

Isn’t  there  any  way  that  we  lifelong 
Methodists  can  save  our  heritage  and 
live  in  accordance  with  God’s  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures? 

I  have  served  in  my  church  in  many  ca¬ 
pacities  and  at  the  present  time  am  serv¬ 
ing  as  lay  leader  and  teacher  of  Adult  Bi¬ 
ble  Class,  but  I  am  concerned  when  our 
church  even  considers  to  weaken  in  its 
stand  on  such  moral  issues. 

Mrs.  Frank  G.  Tiller 
Hollywood,  Florida 

Satan  deceitful 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  article 
written  by  Sharon  Mielke  headlined 
“Shift  in  UM  stance  on  ‘gays’  asked” 
(TM/UMR,  October  21). 

In  my  opinion  we  should  be  very  care¬ 
ful.  Satan  is  very  deceitful.  These  acts 
are  considered  wrong  in  both  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  and  the  New  Testament. 


May  we  always  be  proud  of  our  de¬ 
nomination  and  our  freedom  to  teach 
from  the  Bible  without  manmade  rules. 

Let’s  remember  Satan  is  tricky ! 

Mrs.  N.  Caldwell 
Sulphur,  Louisiana 

Editorial  ‘right  on’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  so  gratified  to  read  your  excel¬ 
lent  editorial  on  the  Pope  and  what 
he  said  to  this  country  when  he  was  here 
(TM/UMR,  October  19).  That  is  right  on! 

But  I  was  distressed  to  read  the  article 
in  the  same  issue  headlined  “Sexuality 
study  proposed.”  The  study  of  sexuality 
is  not  the  job  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  or  any  other  church.  If  United 
Methodist  women  are  so  fascinated  by 
sex  and  want  to  study  it,  let  them  take 
their  study  elsewhere.  It  does  not  belong 
in  the  church.  When  millions  around  the 
world  are  starving  for  bread  and  the 
Bread  of  Life  which  the  gospel  gives,  why 
waste  precious  time  and  money  in  titilat- 
ing  oneself  with  the  study  of  sex? 

Jesus  never  gave  any  long  discourses 
on  sex,  nor  did  He  give  it  undue  impor¬ 
tance.  He  summed  it  up  in  one  short  sen¬ 
tence:  "For  this  cause  shall  a  man  leave 
his  father  and  mother,  and  cleave  to  his 
wife;  and  the  twain  shall  be  one  flesh” 
(Mark  10:7-8). 

Our  country  and  the  world  are  in  such 
dire  need  of  the  answer  the  gospel  brings, 
let  us  get  on  with  the  job  that  the  church 
is  called  to  do. 

Dorothy  E.  Ensor 
Frederick,  Maryland 


By  CLARENCE  A.  GUITTARD 

No  court  ruling  in  recent  years  has 
caused  so  much  alarm  among  church 
leaders  as  that  of  a  California  appellate 
court  in  Barr  v.  United  Methodist 
Church,  sometimes  called  the  Pacific 
Homes  case.  This  decision,  delivered 
March  8,  1979,  holds  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  as  a  denomination, 
may  be  sued  for  damages  as  a  result  of 
the  activities  of  church-related  institu¬ 
tions.  It  thus  raises  the  possibility  of  sei¬ 
zure  of  the  assets  of  United  Methodist 
bodies  at  both  local  and  national  levels  to 
satisfy  a  judgment  for  such  damages.  It 
also  raises  serious  questions  concerning 
secular  interference  in  internal  church 
affairs. 

The  decision 
must  be  considered 
in  its  context. 

Pacific  Homes  Cor¬ 
poration  was  orga¬ 
nized  as  a  not-for- 
profit  corporation 
of  what  is  now  the 
Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual 
Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Church.  It  operated  fourteen  retirement 
homes  in  California,  Arizona  and  Hawaii. 
Financial  difficulties  developed  when 
rising  costs  left  it  unable  to  complete  a 
number  of  lifetime-care  contracts. 

After  attempting  to  renegotiate  the 
contracts,  the  corporation  was  forced 
into  bankruptcy.  Some  of  the  residents 
then  filed  a  suit  in  state  court  in  San 
Diego  claiming  damages  of  $366,000,000 
on  behalf  of  all  residents  and  former  resi¬ 
dents  with  similar  contracts.  The  suit 
named  as  defendants  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  and  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  of  the  UMC.  Summonses  were 
served  on  Bishops  Charles  F.  Golden 
and  Paul  W.  Milhouse  and  GCFA  Assis¬ 
tant  General  Secretary  James  Walton- 
Meyers  as  “agents  for  service.”  These 
officials  moved  to  quash  the  service 
on  the  ground  that  the  UMC  as  a  denom¬ 
ination  is  not  a  “jural  entity”  subject 
to  suit. 

Affidavits  presented 

In  support  of  this  motion  they  present¬ 
ed  affidavits  of  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  and  other  church  au¬ 
thorities  explaining  the  organization  of 
the  UMC,  with  its  various  conferences 
and  other  bodies.  These  affidavits  point 
out  that  no  official  or  group  representing 
the  UMC  as  a  whole  has  continuing 
supervisory  authority  over  any  of  the 
annual  conferences  or  any  of  the  institu¬ 
tions  related  to  them  and  that  only  the 
General  Conference,  which  exercises 
periodic  legislative  and  appointive  pow¬ 
ers,  has  any  authority  to  speak  or  act  for 
the  whole  church. 

This  motion  was  presented  to  Judge 
Ross  G.  Tharp  of  the  California  Superior 
Court  in  San  Diego,  who  sustained  it  and 
quashed  the  service  on  the  UMC.  The 
plaintiffs  appealed  to  the  California 
Court  of  Appeal,  which  reversed  and  re¬ 
manded  the  case  for  further  proceedings 
in  the  Superior  Court,  holding  that  the 
UMC  is  suable  under  California  law  as  an 
“unincorporated  association.”  For  this 
purpose,  the  court  said,  it  was  only  ne¬ 
cessary  that  the  UMC  be  “(1)  a  group 
whose  members  share  a  common  pur¬ 
pose,  and  (2)  function  under  a  common 
name  under  circumstances  where  fair¬ 
ness  requires  the  group  be  recognized  as 
a  legal  entity.” 

Review  of  this  decision  was  sought  un¬ 
successfully  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
California,  and  a  petition  for  further 
review  is  now  pending  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  The  principal 
constitutional  issue  is  whether  the  ruling 
of  the  California  appellate  court  violates 
the  guaranty  of  free  exercise  of  religion 
in  the  First  Amendment  by  interfering 
with  a  religious  denomination’s  freedom 
to  organize  its  activities  as  an  expression 
of  the  religious  faith  of  its  members. 

Evaluation  of  the  implications  of  the 
California  appeal  court’s  decision  must 
begin  with  what  it  does  not  hold.  It  ex¬ 


pressly  disavows  any  determination  that 
the  UMC  as  a  whole  is  legally  liable  for 
the  obligations  of  Pacific  Homes.  That 
question  is  left  to  be  decided  after  a  trial 
of  the  suit.  This  distinction  between 
suability  and  liability  may  be  illustrated 
by  a  simple  example.  An  individual 
shareholder  or  officer  of  a  corporation, 
or  even  a  stranger,  may  be  sued  for  the 
debts  of  a  corporation  because  an  in¬ 
dividual  person  has  legal  capacity  to  be 
sued  on  any  claim,  however  unfounded. 

If  process  is  properly  served  on  him,  his 
relationship  to  the  corporation  is  im¬ 
material  on  a  motion  to  quash  service. 
Liability  is  a  matter  to  be  decided  later  in  / 
the  litigation. 

Responsibility  undecided 

Thus,  if  suability  is  determined  only  by 
applying  the  California  court’s  criteria  of 
common  purpose,  common  name,  and 
fairness,  the  ultimate  question  of  liability 
or  responsibility  remains  to  be  decided. 
Nevertheless,  the  decision  cannot  be 
dismissed  as  having  no  bearing  on  liabili¬ 
ty.  An  unincorporated  group  has  the 
legal  capacity  to  be  sued  only  if  it  has 
some  official  or  agency  within  it  capable 
of  speaking  for  the  group  and  represent¬ 
ing  its  interests  in  court.  That  capacity 
implies  someone  with  authority  to  create 
liability  on  the  part  of  the  group.  Thus  in 
the  Pacific  Homes  case,  counsel  for  the 
alleged  “agents  for  service”  have  con¬ 
tended  that  to  be  suable  as  an  unin¬ 
corporated  association,  a  group  must 
have  an  organization  something  like  a 
corporation,  with  lines  of  authority  and 
central  responsibility. 

Responding  to  this  argument,  the  court 
of  appeals  said  that  express  authority 
was  not  essential,  and  it  analyzed  the 
structure  of  the  UMC  as  prescribed  in  its 
Discipline  in  an  attempt  to  show  that  it  is 
“hierarchical”  in  character,  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops  as  equivalent  to  a 
board  of  directors.  It  also  interpreted  the 
powers  of  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  as  those  of 
an  administrative  agent,  implying  the 
legal  existence  of  the  UMC  as  a  principal 
responsible  for  its  acts. 

The  court  rejected  the  opinions, of  the 
ecclesiastical  experts  that  no  such  au¬ 
thority  exists  within  the  UMC,  saying 
that  church  law  was  not  controlling  in 
secular  disputes  involving  outside  par¬ 
ties.  It  went  on  to  say  that  when  a  re¬ 
ligious  group  elects  to  fulfill  its  commit¬ 
ment  to  society  by  involving  itself  in 
commercial  activities,  such  as  providing 
lodging  and  health  care  for  the  elderly,  it 
must  be  amenable  to  suit.  This  holding,  ; 
insisted  the  court,  did  not  interfere  with  ; 
internal  church  affairs  in  violation  of  the 
free  exercise  cla,use  of  the  First  Amend-  ■ 
ment  because  it  did  not^ffect  the.distri-  1 
bution  of  power  or  property  within  the  de¬ 
nomination  or  disturb  its  modes  of  wor¬ 
ship.  The  court  observed  that  whether 
legal  responsibility  for  such  commercial 
activities  would  have  a  “chilling  effect” 
on  church  membership  was  properly  a 
matter  to  be  considered  by  a  religious 
body  before  becoming  involved  in  them, 
not  one  to  be  considered  by  the  court  in 
resolving  the  question  of  its  capacity  to 
be  sued. 

The  Pacific  Homes  opinion  does  not  ne¬ 
cessarily  go  so  far  as  to  hold  that  the 
assets  of  local  churches  and  other  United 
Methodist  bodies  are  subject  to  seizure  to 
satisfy  the  obligations  of  any  church-re¬ 
lated  institution,  and  neither  does  it 
mean  that  church  law  and  procedures 
will  be  disregarded  or  displaced  by  secu¬ 
lar  authority. 

The  ultimate  question  of  legal  respon¬ 
sibility  and  its  impact  on  religious 
freedom  is  left  open  and  would  not  neces¬ 
sarily  be  determined  by  the  Supreme 
Court  if  it  denies  review.  Nevertheless, 
serious  threats  are  posed  to  a  religious 
denomination’s  freedom  of  action  by  the 
implication  of  such  responsibility  for 
activities  over  which  no  central  authority 
within  the  denomination  has  effective 
control,  and  by  the  prospect  of  requiring 
it  to  respond  to  suits  throughout  its  world 
parish  whenever  its  religious  faith  takes 
the  form  of  providing  institutionalized 
lodging  for  the  homeless,  health  care  for 
the  infirm,  or  other  practical  measures 
designed  to  relieve  human  distress.  Con¬ 
sequently,  careful  review  of  this  decision 
by  our  highest  court  is  urgently  needed. 


We  think  all  the 
extras  shouldn't 
be  extra. 


When  you  travel  with 
Wayfarer  Group  Travel,  there's 
no  such  thing  as  an  extra  charge. 
Because  everything  is  included 
in  the  cost  of  your  tour. 

Luxurious  deluxe  and  first 
class  accommodations.  Escort 
for  the  entire  trip.  Three  full 
meals  a  day.  Transportation. 
Sightseeing  to  all  the  exciting 
places  outlined  in  your  itinerary. 
Transfers.  And  tips.* 

For  more  information,  send 
in  the  coupon. 


I  Please  send  the 
I  brochures  for  the  following 

1980  United  Methodist  — -  .. 

escorted  tours:  ’Mil 

□  Spain/PortugaJ  □  Oberammergau 
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Wayfarer 


Wayfarer  Group  Travel  | 
■  2200  Victory  Parkway  J 

GrOUpTravel  Cincinnati.  Ohio  45206  | 

•Understandably,  we  cannot  include  items  of  a  personal  nature 
(telephone  calls,  laundry,  etc.)  in  the  cost  of  your  tour. 

I  Registered  Ohio  travel  agent  #TA0137) 
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Board  asks  for  ‘cut  from  top’ 

Discipleship  unit  reaffirms  church  teaching  human  sexuality  forums 
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By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  United  methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  members  voted 
overwhelmingly  to  ask  the  1980  General 
Conference  to  let  them  “cut  from  the 
top”  to  restructure  the  board  by 
eliminating  its  three  divisions  and  the 
offices  of  the  associate  general 
secretaries  who  head  those  divisions. 
The  proposal  came  during  the  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  here  Oct.  23-26  as  an 
attempt  to  make  financial  ends  meet  in 
the  next  quadrennium. 

Other  major  action  by  the  board  in¬ 
cluded  the  approval  of  Human  Sexuality 
Task  Force  report  which  affirmed  church 
continuation  of  teaching  human  sexuality 
and  offering  of  adult  sexuality  forums. 
The  action  included  continuing  the  option 
of  using  sexually  explicit  films  in  train¬ 
ing  leaders  for  such  forums,  in  leader¬ 
ship  groups  where  participants  have 
been  screened  using  what  one  task  mem¬ 
ber  described  as  “stringent"  guidelines. 

In  restructuring  the  board,  members 
were  responding  to  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries’  recommendation  for  $3.6 
million  in  World  Service  funding  for  the 
board  in  1981  —  which  falls  “far  short  of 
our  bottom  line  request"  to  maintain  the 
board’s  present  level  of  operations, 
according  to  General  Secretary  Melvin 
Talbert.  He  said  that  92  percent  of  the 
board’s  funding  comes  from  this  source. 

The  proposal  to  eliminate  the  three 
divisions  (Evangelism,  Worship  and 
Stewardship,  Education;  and  Lay  Life 
and  Work),  was  recommended  by  the 
board’s  administrative  council,  which 
includes  the  associate  general 
secretaries  whose  positions  are  to  be 
removed.  The  restructuring  calls  for 
replacing  three  division  heads  with  a 
single  new  associate  general  secretary 
for  program  coordination  and  planning 
to  work  directly  with  the  12  areas  of 
ministry  in  the  board.  Although  the 
current  divisions  would  be  abolished 
under  the  plan,  the  same  areas  of 
ministry  would  still  be  covered  by  the 
new  structure. 


The  entire  proposal  recommends 
cutting  a  total  of  15  staff  members  and 
some  programming.  Dr.  Talbert  pointed 
out  that  in  the  past,  financial  squeezes 
had  been  met  by  cutting  the  board’s 
programs  and  services  to  local  churches. 
He  stated  he  felt  the  major  cuts  this  time 
should  come  at  the  administrative  level, 
rather  than  through  serious  cutting  of 
programs. 

Treasurer  Ike  Brown  explained  that 
the  board  expects  to  use  $300,000  in  cash 
reserves  to  meet  this  year’s  expenses, 
and  another  $647,120  in  reserves  to  meet 
the  $6.7  million  projected  budget  for  1980. 
He  said  this  would  deplete  the  reserves  — 
accumulated  during  the  first  two  years 
of  the  current  quadrennium  —  by  1981,  so 
that  board  will  have  to  operate  within  its 
incomeat  that  time. 

Although  the  1980  General  Conference 
must  approve  the  restructuring  concept, 
the  board  is  asking  that  it  be  given 
flexibility  to  make  decisions  on  specifics 
of  the  new  structure. 

Task  force  reports 

The  human  sexuality  report  presented 
to  the  board  was  prepared  by  a  15- 
member  task  force  created  in  response 
to  criticism  about  the  use  of  sexually  ex¬ 
plicit  films  in  human  sexuality  leadership 
training.  The  task  force  included 
members  and  staff  persons  from  each  of 
the  board  divisions  as  well  as  selected 
persons  from  across  the  denomination 
who  have  training  and  representative 
views  on  human  sexuality  education.  The 
group  was  headed  by  Dr.  John  Mathers, 
an  obstetrician,  sex  therapist  and 
teacher  at  Duluth  Medical  School  and  a 
lay  leader  of  University  UMC  in  Duluth, 
Minn. 

The  majority  report  approved  by  the 
board  recognized  the  need  for  the  church 
to  continue  teaching  and  offering  forums 
on  human  sexuality.  The  task  force  re¬ 
commended  that  in  order  to  qualify  for 
leadership  in  the  seminars  for  sex  educa¬ 
tion  and  the  adult  sexuality  forums,  per¬ 
sons  must  have  certification  by  the 
American  Association  of  Sex  Educators, 


Counselors  and  Therapists,  or  its  equiv¬ 
alent.  The  group  affirmed  the  option  ol 
using  sexually  explicit  films  only  in 
training  these  leaders. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Stephens,  a  psychiatrist  from 
Columbiana,  Ala.,  offered  a  minority 
report  which  also  recognized  Christian 
education  in  human  sexuality,  but 
rejected  promotion,  ownehship  and  use  of 
sexually  explicit  films  presently  used  by 
the  church.  He  recommended  replace¬ 
ment  of  the  current  films  with  “more 
suitable  material"  which  may  be  chosen 
by  the  Standing  Committee  on  Family 
Ministries,  which  was  given  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  board’s  human  sexuality 
program  and  resources. 

Task  force  member  Lillian  Bondurant, 
also  a  board  member,  noted  that  while 
the  majority  report  approved  by  the 
board  does  not  recommend  discon¬ 
tinuance  of  the  current  films,  neither 
does  it  specify  that  these  must  be  the  only 
"selected"  films  used  in  human 
sexuality  leadership  programs.  She  also 
pointed  out  that  the  report  states  that 
such  films  “may"  be  used,  not  that  they 
“shall"  be  used. 

In  accepting  the  majority  report  and 
placing  the  programs  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Family  Ministries 
committee,  the  discipleship  board 
instructed  the  committee  to  do  a 
thorough  review  of  all  board  program 
offerings  in  the  area  of  human  sexuality 
(the  task  force  addressed  only  the  issue 
of  films),  to  view  and  replace  film 
offerings  as  necessary,  and  to  examine 
all  human  sexuality  materials  in  terms 
of  the  context  in  which  they  are  to  be 
used. 

Consultation  asked 

In  other  action,  BOD  members 
approved  a  recommendation  that  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Family 
Ministries  sponsor  a  consultation  to  deal 
with  biblical,  theological  and  ethical 
issues  relating  to  homosexuality,  to 
result  in  a  statement  for  inclusion  in  the 
board’s  “Homosexuality  and  Families” 
packet,  which  has  been  criticized  for  lack 
of  such  a  statement. 


Nun  awarded  prize 

OSLO,  Norway  (RNS)  —  Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta,  the 
69-year-old  nun  famed  for  her  work  among  the  world’s  poor 
and  outcasts,  has  won  the  1979  Nobel  Peace  Prize. 

The  announcement  was  made  here  (Oct.  17)  by  the  Nobel 
Committee  of  the  Norwegian  Parliament. 

Mother  Teresa  founded  a  Roman  Catholic  religious  con¬ 
gregation,  the  Missionaries  of  Charity,  in  1950  to  serve  the 
“poorest  of  the  poor”  in  the  streets  and  slums  of  Calcutta. 

Since  then,  her  sari-clad  sisters,  now  numbering  some 
’P.flOO,  and  '300 1  brothers  have  scattered  throughout  70 
countries  tending  the  world’s  poor. 

The  Albania-born  woman,  whose  driving  force  is,  as  she 
has  said,  “a  deep  and  compassionate”  love  for  the  world’s 
“unwanted”  has  won  an  array  of  international  honors.  But 
to  Mother  Teresa,  all  such  honors  simply  are  the 
“recognition  that  the  poor  are  our  brothers  and  sisters,  that 
there  are  people  in  the  world  who  need  love,  who  need  care, 
who  have  to  be  wanted.” 

She  said  she  planned  to  use  the  $190,000  prize  money  to 
build  more  homes  for  the  destitute,  “especially  for  the 
lepers.  religious  news  service  photo 


Burial  rumors  called  premature 


UM  school’s  future  now  under  study 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Newly 
appointed  interim  manager  of  Scarritt 
College,  Donald  J.  Welch,  has  begun 
work  here  by  seeking  to  dispel  rumors 
that  he  was  called  to  Nashville  to  bury 
the  financially  troubled  school. 

Such  rumors  are  “wrong,  very 
wrong,”  he  recently  told  members  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry’s  Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry. 

"We  think  Scarritt  can  serve  as  a  val¬ 
uable  service  institution  to  the  church 
but  if  the  study  committee  concludes  that 
Scarritt  has  no  future  then  we  will  say 
so,”  he  said. 

At  the  request  of  Scarritt’s  board  of 
trustees,  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  has  assumed  management 
of  the  school,  at  least  until  the  end  of  this 
calendar  year.  Mr.  Welch,  on  leave  from 
the  staff  of  Wofford  College,  Spartan¬ 
burg,  S.C.,  has  been  named  interim 
manager  and  asked  to  direct  a  compre¬ 
hensive  study  of  the  school’s  future  finan¬ 
cial  and  academic  potential.  Results  of 
the  study,  along  with  recommendations, 
will  be  reported  at  a  meeting  of  the  Scar¬ 
ritt  board  of  trustees  Dec.  18. 


Douglas  Reid  Sasser,  president  of 
Scarritt  since  June  1978,  announced  his 
resignation  in  August.  The  college  is  fac¬ 
ing  a  $200,000  deficit  in  its  current 
operations. 

Mr.  Welch  stressed  during  his 
conversations  with  the  diaconal  ministry 
leaders  that  everything  Scarritt  is  doing 
will  be  evaluated  by  the  committee. 
“This  will  not  be  an  internal  study 
conducted  by  students,  alumni,  faculty 
and  staff.  It  will  be  an  external  study 
conducted  with  a  high  degree  of 
objectivity.” 

The  committee  will  include  12 
members,  each  assigned  to  a  specific 
area  of  evaluation.  The  committee  will 
include  bishops,  general  board 
executives,  deans  or  presidents  of 
theological  schools  and  presidents  of 
United  Methodist  colleges. 

He  told  the  diaconal  ministry  leaders 
that  he  hoped  by  next  summer  the  school 
could  be  serving  their  interests 
effectively  through  both  the  degree 
program  and  continuing  education. 
Scarritt  has  historically  focused  on  the 
training  of  lay  professionals  in  the 
church.  There  are  presently  119  full-time 


students,  all  but  28  of  whom  are  in  the 
graduate  degree  program.  Scarritt 
officials  say  there  are  six  job  openings  in 
Christian  education  and  church  music 
for  every  Scarritt  graduate. 

“Everyone  has  loving  sentiment  for 
Scarritt,"  Mr.  Welch  observed.  “But  that 
has  to  be  translated  into  financial 
support.” 

Mr.  Welch  said  he  believes  the 
Relationship  between  Scarritt  and  the 
church  must  be  clarified.  “Scarritt  can’t 
be  treated  like  other  liberal  arts  colleges 
because  it’s  not,”  he  said.  “It  can’t  be 
treated  as  a  seminary,  because  it’s  not." 

The  1980  General  Conference  is  being 
asked  to  relate  the  school  to  the  church 
through  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  which  is  headquartered 
across  the  street  from  the  school. 
Historically  Scarritt  has  been  related  to 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New 
York.  Scarritt,  along  with  Alaska  Pacific 
University  and  American  University, 
receives  denomination-wide  support 
from  a  "Three  College  Fund" 
administered  by  the  higher  education 
board. 


People  in  the  news. . . 


Oops!  45  beats  37 
The  Rev.  Paul  Dissington  of  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church  in  West 
Chester,  Pa.,  writes  to  say  that 
George  Hetherington  of  his  church, 
not  Francis  Curry  of  Highland  Falls 
(N  Y.)  UMC,  may  be  the  most 
decorated  UM  church  school  student. 
In  July  this  column  noted  that  Mr. 
Curry  received  a  pin  for  37  years  of 
perfect  attendance.  But  Mr. 
Hetherington  recently  got  his  45  year 
pin. 


Boxer  meets  preacher 
Muhammad  Ali  —  the  greatest  — 
looked  up  to  another  man  recently  and 
liked  what  he  saw.  The  three-time 
world  heavyweight  boxing  champion 
who  has  retired  from  the  ring  and 
says  he  is  “trying  to  figure  out  what  to 
do  now,”  spent  several  hours  with  Billy 


Graham.  “He  comes  before  me." 
says  Ali.  “I’m  just  a  boxer  —  famous 
and  all  that  —  but  he  leads  people  to 
God."  Ali  also  says  “I’m  a  Muslim 
and  he’s  a  Christian,  but  there  is  so 
much  truth  in  the  messages  he  gives, 
Americanism,  repentance,  things 
about  government  and  country  — 
truth.  I  always  said,  if  I  was  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  I’d  want  to  be  a  Christian  like 
him." 

Cheers  for  the  friendly  usher 

A  friendly  usher  can  sometimes  do 
more  for  a  church  than  a  preacher, 
says  Bishop  Charles  Golden  of  the 
UMC’s  Los  Angeles  Area.  “Friendli¬ 
ness  and  all  those  things  that  come 
under  the  heading  of  the  ‘personal 
touch’  often  do  more  to  win  members 
to  a  church  than  any  amount  of  ser¬ 
monizing.  People  are  very  sensitive  to 
these  kinds  of  things,"  he  believes. 


Before  and  after 

The  only  United  Methodist  bishop 
currently  sporting  a  beard  —  and 
perhaps  one  of  the  few  in  this  century 
—  is  Bishop  Jack  Tuell.  Portland,  Ore. 
Shown  above  is  his  “before"  photo, 
and  as  he  now  is  while  attending  the 
recent  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting.  “I’ni  on  a  sabbatical  leave 
at  Garrett-Evangelical  seminary  and 
I  just  decided  to  try  it  out,"  he 
says.  Friends  have  nicknamed  him 
"Metropolitan,”  after  the  bearded 
prelates  of  the  Orthodox  Church. 


Additional  actions  by  the  board 
included: 

•  Approving  legislative  proposals 
giving  small  membership  churches 
increased  flexibility  in  organizing  their 
boards  and  work  areas ; 

•  Passing  of  a  resolution  that  the  board 
will  schedule  its  national  meetings  only 
in  states  which  have  ratified  the  Equal 
Rights  amendment  until  the  ERA  is 
ratified  or  the  deadline  for  ratification  is 
past  (June,  1982) ; 

•  Petitioning  the  General  Conference 
to  authorize  the  discipleship  board  to 
conduct  a  study  on  local  church  structure 
during  the  1981-84  quadrennium ; 

12  youth 
groups 

rated  tops 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Twelve  local 
church  youth  groups  are  being  cited  for 
excellence  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  youth  unit  of  the  board’s  Section  on 
Age  Level  and  Family  Ministries  con¬ 
ducted  the  search  for  a  dozen  “excellent 
UMYFs”  (United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowships)  by  asking  for  nominations 
from  annual  conference  coordinators  of 
youth  ministry  and  councils  on  youth 
ministry. 

“Purpose  of  the  project  is  to  cite  exam¬ 
ples,  to  give  illustrations  to  show  that 
youth  ministry  is  alive  and  well  in 
churches  of  all  sizes,  geographic  lo¬ 
cations  and  cultural  backgrounds,"  said 
Susan  Hay,  staff  member  of  the  unit.  “It 
was  not  our  intent  to  identify  the  ‘most’ 
excellent,  but  simply  12  examples  of 
excellence.” 

Nearly  70  youth  groups  were 
nominated  and  names  of  the  groups 
selected  were  announced  during  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
here  Oct.  23-26. 

The  12  groups  selected  are: 

•  Lima  UMC,  Howe,  Ind.,  an  open 
country  church  with  172  members. 

•  Cherryvale  UMC.  Staunton,  Va.,  a  22- 
year-old  church  of  220  members  located 
in  an  older  suburban  area. 

•  First  Spanish  UMC,  a  Hispanic  con¬ 
gregation  of  less  than  200  members. 

•  Forrest  Heights  UMC,  Lubbock, 
Texas,  an  800-member  inner-city  church. 

•  Riverside  Park  UMC,  Indianapolis,  a 
black  congregation  of  146  members. 

•  Elderslie-St.  Andrews  UMC,  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.,  a  250-member  multi-racial 
church  located  in  an  older  suburban 


Missionary  candidates  commissioned 

PHILADELPHIA  —  United  Methodist  missionary  candidates  kneel  at  the  altar  of 
Arch  Street  UMC  here  Oct.  17  as  leaders  of  the  denomination’s  General  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  commission  them  to  “take  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  into  all 
the  world.”  Ten  women  and  four  men  were  commissioned  to  serve  both  in  the  United 
States  and  overseas.  Conducting  the  ceremony,  from  background  to  foreground,  are: 
Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  president  of  the  board’s  National  Division:  Bishop  D.  Freder¬ 
ick  Wertz,  president  of  the  board;  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols,  president  of  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion;  and  Mai  Gray,  president  of  the  Women’s  Division.  joiin  goodwin  photo 

Church  court  upholds 
conference  judgment 


•  Providence  UMC,  Charlotte,  N.C.,  a 
2,000-member  church  located  in  an  older 
suburb. 

•  Chinese  UMC,  Tustin,  Calif.,  a  58- 
member  congregation. 

•  Vamo  UMC,  Sarasota,  Fla.,  a  246- 
member  congregation. 

•  Union  Memorial  UMC,  Greensboro. 
N.C.,  a  black  inner-city  church  of  376 
members. 

•  First  UMC,  Campbell,  Calif.,  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  1,200  members. 

•  Southside  UMC,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  a 
congregation  of  1,871  members. 


By  WINSTON  TAYLOR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  ‘‘supreme  court”  upheld  the  right 
of  the  New  York  Annual  Conference  to 
appoint  a  self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexual  clergy  person  to  a  New  York  City 
church  in  one  of  the  rulings  of  its  Oct.  24- 
27  session. 

The  Judicial  Council  based  its  decision 
on  Paragraphs  420  and  451  of  the  "Book 
of  Discipline”  which  refer  to  the  eligibil¬ 
ity  of  ministers  for  appointment.  The 
council  said  that  by  virtue  of  these  two 
paragraphs,  “every  member  of  an  an¬ 
nual  conference  in  full  connection  is  eligi¬ 
ble  for  appointment  to  a  charge  so  long 
as  the  annual  conference  continues  the 
member  in  good  standing  and  in  the 
‘effective’  relation." 

The  council  said  that  the  decision  had 
to  be  "limited  to  questions  of  law”  and 
was  controlled  by  the  above  cited  graphs. 
The  decision  notes  that  the  request  from 
the  New  York  Annual  Conference  for  a 
declaratory  decision  on  whether  "a  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual  clergy 
person”  is  eligible  for  appointment, 
raised  the  question  about  the  legal  effect 


the  church  today 


“Good  News”  cancels  debate 
with  coalition  group 

WILMORE,  Ky.  (UMC)  —  Representa¬ 
tives  of  two  unofficial  caucuses  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church  —  “Good 
News"  and  the  “Coalition  for  the  Whole 
Gospel"  —  will  not  meet  together  for 
debate  in  Indianapolis  Nov.  2  as  earlier 
announced.  (See  TM/UMR,  Oct.  12  19 
26.) 

In  a  prepared  statement  released  by 
“Good  News”  offices  here  Oct.  22,  the 
Rev.  Paul  A.  Mickey  of  Durham,  N.C., 
chairman  of  the  “Good  News”  board, 
said,  “No  constructive  purpose  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  be  served 
by  our  participation  in  a  Coalition-engi¬ 
neered  media  event.” 

Applicants  sought  for 
UM  journalism  fellowship 

DAYTON.  Ohio  (UMC)  -  Applications 
for  the  Ralph  Stoody  Fellowship  in  reli¬ 
gious  journalism  for  the  1980-81 
academic  year  are  now  being  accepted 
by  United  Methodist  Communications. 

Offered  annually  by  UMC.  the  fellow¬ 
ship  honors  a  pioneer  in  religious  public 
relations  and  its  purpose  is  to  “enhance 
the  recipient’s  professional  competence 
and  thereby  to  help  perpetuate  the 
standards  exemplified  by  Dr.  Stoody  ” 

Dr.  Curtis  Chambers.  UMC  general 
secretary,  said  the  $5,000  fellowship  for 
the  1980-81  academic  year  will  assist  the 
recipient  in  graduate  study  at  an  accred¬ 
ited  school  or  department  of  journalism 
of  her  or  his  choice.  This  will  be  the  15th 
consecutive  year  for  the  scholarship. 

Applications  must  be  mailed  by  Jan. 
15,  1980,  to:  Dr.  Gene  W.  Carter,  United 
Methodist  Communications.  307  Fenway 
Drive.  Walnut  Creek,  Calif  94598. 

Baptists  surpass  new 
Sunday  Schools  goal 

NASHVILLE  (EP)  —  A  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  goal  of  starting  3,000  new 
Sunday  Schools  in  three  years  was  sur¬ 
passed  Sept.  30,  more  than  tripling  the 
909  started  in  the  previous  three  years. 
The  final  total  for  the  1976-79  emphasis 
was  3,013  —  the  vast  majority  started  by 
churches  as  mission  efforts  pointed 
toward  development  of  new  churches. 
During  the  first  year,  1976-77.  566  Sunday 


Schools  were  started.  The  second  year, 
1,174  were  begun  and  the  total  for  the 
final  year  was  1,273. 

Papal  visit  may 
cost  $10  million 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Although  the 
full  cost  of  the  pope’s  visit  to  the  United 
States  will  not  be  known  for  some  time,  it 
appears  that  the  total  will  run  at  least  $10 
million  —  $7  million  in  municipal  costs 
for  the  six  host  cities  and  another  $3  mil¬ 
lion  in  diocesan  outlays. 


of  the  “Social  Principles,"  which  hold 
homosexuals  are  “entitled  to  have  their 
human  and  civil  rights  ensured,  though 
we  .  .  consider  the  practice  (of  homo¬ 
sexuality)  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching."  However,  the  “Social  Princi¬ 
ples”  were  not  referred  to  in  the  decision. 

The  decision  addressed  the  question  of 
eligibility  for  appointment  only  and  not 
the  question  of  eligibility  for  ordination. 

The  Judicial  Council  refused  to  accept 
jurisdiction  for  a  request  from  the  North 
Alabama  Conference  that  the  council  rule 
on  the  constitutionality  of  several  church 
boards  boycotting  states  for  their  meet¬ 
ings  which  have  not  ratified  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitu¬ 
tion. 

The  nine-member  church  court  said 
that  in  order  for  the  council  to  accept  jur¬ 
isdiction  the  question  asked  had  to  in¬ 
volve  the  "Discipline"  or  relate  to  the  an¬ 
nual  conference’s  work.  "This  petition 
does  not  raise  Constitutional  questions 
nor  does  it  have  an  effect  on  the  work  of 
the  annual  conference,"  they  said. 

In  a  third  ruling,  the  court  restored  the 
1968  wording  of  the  denomination’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Rules  regarding  liquor.  The  1968 
rule  calls  for  members  to  avoid  “drunk¬ 
enness,  buying  or  selling  spiritious  liqu¬ 
ors,  or  drinking  them,  unless  in  cases  of 
extreme  necessity."  The  words  were 
changed  in  1972  by  General  Conference  to 
say  “drunkenness:  drinking  spirituous 
liquors,  except  in  cases  of  necessity.” 

Ruling  on  the  question  raised  by  the 
Norway  Annual  Conference,  the  council 
said  that  the  1972  action  was  a  change 
contrary  to  the  limitations  of  the  Restric¬ 
tive  Rules,  by  which  this  section  of  doc¬ 
trine  can  be  revised  only  by  two-thirds 
vote  of  both  the  General  Conference  and 
the  annual  conferences.  The  annual  con¬ 
ferences  never  voted  on  the  change  and, 
hence,  the  council  said,  the  1968  wording 
“remains  unchanged." 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


Invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Tour 


February  20-27,  1980 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  "Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock"  in  Gethsemane.  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  "cover  the  country  ’  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth,  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s 
well.  Caesarea,  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land 
worship  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour 
Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write : 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen.  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street,  Houston.  Texas  77002 
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Bishops  urge  Nov.  25 
‘Holy  Club’ observance 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  To  recall  the 
founding  of  the  “Holy  Club”  that  led  to 
Methodism  250  years  ago.  the  bishops  of 
four  Methodist  denominations  are  urging 
their  members  to  celebrate  this  Nov  25 
as  a  day  of  rededication. 

On  Nov  24,  1729.  when  the  club  was 
founded,  it  comprised  only  John  and 
Charles  Wesley  and  four  or  five  others, 
who  called  their  venture  “Practical 
Christianity.”  They  observed  a  regimen 
of  religious  devotional  practices  to  gain 
power  to  serve  the  needy  and  the 
imprisoned. 

UM  Native 
Americans 
study  worship 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (UMC)  -  From 
the  four  comers  of  the  United  States, 
Native  Americans  representing  nearly  20 
tribes  came  here  Oct.  18-20  for  the  first 
United  Methodist  National  Native 
American  Consultation  on  Worship. 

The  two  days  focused  on  the  sharing  of 
tribal  experiences  in  worship  and  music 
and  on  determining  the  needs  of  this 
ethnic  minority  for  worship  resources. 
Some  50  persons  participated  in  what  the 
Rev.  David  Adair,  coordinator  and 
executive  of  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference,  called  “the  most 
representative  gathering  of  Native 
Americans  in  a  long  time.”  He  said  the 
purpose  was  “to  bring  together  all  of  the 
unique  traditions  of  your  worship  and 
church  experience.” 

The  keynote  address  by  Justo  Gonzales 
of  Decatur,  Ga..  theological  writer, 
stressed  that  Native  Americans  could 
indeed  be  Indian  and  Christian  because 
of  their  brother-  and  sister  hood  to  the 
earth.  With  their  deep  understanding  of 
the  earth,  he  indicated.  Indians  have 
much  to  teach  their  Christian  brothers 
and  sisters,  and  one  way  is  through  their 
worship.  He  added  that  Indians  can  help 
the  entire  church  rediscover  the  message 
that  “we  are  tied  to  the  earth,  and  the 
earth  is  the  Lord’s.” 

The  consultation  began  with  a  “love 
feast”  which  used  breads  from  several 
tribes,  including  spoon  bread.  Seneca 
bread  and  Banaha  bread. 

Jesus  T-shirts 
upset  Soviets 

MOSCOW  (RNS)  —  What  do  you  do 
in  an  officially  atheist  country  when  a 
growing  number  of  your  youthful  citi¬ 
zens  begin  openly  to  display  various 
Christian  symbols? 

Call  it  a  “craze.”  and  urge  a  re¬ 
newed  anti-religion  campaign. 

Komsomolskaya  Pravda.  mouth¬ 
piece  of  Komsomol,  the  Communist 
Party  youth  organization  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  took  note  recently  of  what  it 
called  "the  craze  among  our  young 
people”  to  wear  crucifixes  around 
their  necks  and  to  sport  Jesus  T- 
shirts. 

The  Komsomol  paper'  said  that 
young  boys  and  girls  questioned  about 
their  latest  “religious”  proclivity  re¬ 
plied  that  they  were  told,  “Everybody 
wears  them.  It’s  the  latest  fashion.” 

In  a  revealing  comment  the 
Communist  youth  organ  noted  that 
“church-going  is  spreading  among 
the  young”  in  the  USSR. 


NEWSLETTER  SEMINARS 

Nov.  5  Denver 
Nov.  8  Chicago 
Jan.  15  Baton  Rouge 
Jan.  17  Orlando 
Jan.  18  Miami 

United  Methodist  Communications  Council 214-744-0345 


Seeing  their^  piety,  other  students  at 
Oxford  University  spoke  of  them  either 
as  “Methodists”  or  more  often  as  the 
“Holy  Club,”  usually  in  derision.  But  the 
members  not  only  prayed,  they  found 
their  way  to  the  prisons  and,  in  the  words 
of  the  bishops’  letter: 

"They  ministered  not  only  to  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  prisoners  but  to 
their  physical  needs  as  well.  Soon  the 
distinctive  character  of  Methodism  as  a 
loving,  caring  fellowship  was  clearly 
seen  as  members  of  the  club  taught 
children  to  read,  opened  orphanages  and 
schools,  and  began  street  preaching  and 
class  meetings.” 

The  bishops  committed  themselves 
“once  again  to  the  earliest  piety  of  our 
great  tradition  and  to  the  selfless 
Christian  service  of  our  spiritual  fore¬ 
bears.”  and  they  urged  every  minister 
and  lay  person  to  join  in  the  rededication 
and  celebration  of  the  Holy  Gub. 

The  letter  was  signed  by  heads  of  the 
denominations’  bishops  —  Frederick  H. 
Talbot,  African  Methodist  Episcopal; 
Herbert  Bell  Shaw,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion;  John  Madison  Exum, 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal,  and 
Ralph  T.  Alton,  United  Methodist. 

Archeology 
said  to  aid 
scripture 

“Jerusalem  As  Jesus  Knew  It,  Arche¬ 
ology  as  Evidence”  by  John  Wilkinson. 
Thames  and  Hudson.  Ltd.,  London.  1978, 
208  pp„  $8.95. 

“Biblical  Archeology  Review."  Her- 
shel  Shanks,  editor,  Washington.  D.C., 
published  bi-monthly,  $16  per  year. 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

For  some  readers,  the  word  “arche¬ 
ology”  may  conjure  up  images  of  per¬ 
sons  poking  around  in  some  remote 
desert  dirt  pile  looking  for  scattered 
bits  of  broken  pottery  —  hardly  an  ex¬ 
citing  subject  to  read  about.  But  to 
other  readers,  the  word  brings  a  fasci¬ 
nating  new  dimension  to  the  person¬ 
alities  and  happenings  recorded  in 
Scripture. 

This  book  and  magazine  are  two 
tools  in  particular  which  I  have  found 
to  open  biblical  events  in  stimulating 
and  informative  ways.  In  the  book, 
Mr.  Wilkinson  traces  every  step  Jesus 
took  in  Jerusalem  that’s  recorded  in 
the  four  Gospels  —  from  an  archeolo¬ 
gist’s  viewpoint.  Each  location  claim¬ 
ed  by  tradition  to  be  the  spot  where 
the  biblical  event  occurred  is  tested 
by  modern  archeological  methods. 
The  evidence  confirms  some  tradi¬ 
tions  and  throws  doubt  on  others.  For 
example,  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane 
is  assuredly  the  same  area  today  as  in 
the  first  century,  but  the  tomb  that  is 
said  to  be  Lazarus’  is  suspect. 

A  chief  benefit  of  the  book,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  its  101  photographs  and  42  dia¬ 
grams,  is  the  detailed  explanation  of 
how  Calvary  and  Jesus’  garden  tomb 
became  transformed  into  what  the 
Christian  pilgrim  sees  today  in 
Jerusalem’s  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepul¬ 
chre.  The  reader  learns  how  the  face 
of  the  land  was  altered  through  the 
centuries  by  zealous  Christians  who 
were  determined  to  memorialize  the 
“holy  ground”  where  Christ  is  believ¬ 
ed  to  have  died  and  was  resurrected. 

The  magazine,  “Biblical  Archeolo¬ 
gy  Review,”  has  the  sleek  look  of  a 
mass  audience  publication  with 
splashes  of  color  and  teasing  article 
titles.  The  articles,  however,  are  well- 
researched,  written  for  non-profes¬ 
sionals,  and  provide  a  wealth  of  infor¬ 
mation. 


Bell  &  Howell 


1580C  Slot-thread 


CRS  PRICE  $795.00 

li«t  $1019.00 

Shipping  prapaid  in  48  statas  whan 
ordar  rtceivod  with  chock. 

United  Methodist  Communications  Council  (214)  744-0345 


P.  O.  Box  990 
Dallas,  Tx.  75221 


Archeology’s  job,  says  Mr.  Wilkin¬ 
son.  is  not  “to  prove  the  Bible  true.” 
Rather,  its  job  is  to  assemble  evi¬ 
dence,  especially  physical,  which  will 
add  to  the  meaning  of  biblical  ac¬ 
counts.  These  two  publications  a- 
chieve  that  purpose. 


The  sun  shines  300  days  in  Douglas, 
Arizona  and  no  crowding. 

For  information  about  climate, 
medical  facilities  and  recreational 
opportunities,  write  to: 

Grace  United  Methodist  Church 
721  11th  Street,  Douglas,  Arizona  85607 


Cross  and  Flame 
Pendant — Stickpin 
Tie  Tac 
$9.9 5  postpaid 

Cross  Sterling  — 

Flame  Copper 
Shown  actual  size.  Chech 
or  money  order  to 
Cross  and  Flame 
El  Prado.  N.M.  87529 


Learn  More  About  Moses 


Meet  Moses  as  a  flesh-and-blood 
man  of  God  who  used  his  faith  to 
cope  with  the  same  kinds  of 
doubts,  fears,  and  temptations  we 
face  today. 


Winter  unit  of  the  Bible  Lives  of 
Faith  series,  which  is  now  an 
undated  series. 


Moses  includes  the  Student  Book 
(Order  No.  9476,  85c  each)  and  the 
Resource  Book  (Order  No.  9487, 
1.85  each)  with  teaching  plans  and 
more! 
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BIG  ISLAND.  Va.  —  Ray  and  Marian  Buchanan  (left)  join  Jean  and  Ken  Horne 
(right)  in  turning  their  65-acre  farm  here  in  Bedford  County  into  an  "intentional 
community"  designed  to  explore  a  simple  lifestyle  as  an  effort  to  combat  world 


hunger.  The  two  United  Methodist  ministers,  their  wives  and  children,  call  the  effort 
the  "Society  of  St.  Andrew,”  named  after  the  disciple  of  Jesus  who  they  say  was 
"always  introducing  others  to  the  Lord.” 


Ministers  ‘practice  what  they  preach’ 


SOCIETY  OF  ST.  ANDREW  PHOTOS 


‘ Live  with  less’ comunity  lifestyle 


praised 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

BIG  ISLAND,  Va.  —  Love,  justice, 
community  and  the  problems  of  world 
hunger  have  no  doubt  been  the  topics  of 
many  sermons  preached  from  pulpits  in 
modern  times.  But  two  young  United 
Methodist  ministers  of  the  Virginia  An¬ 
nual  Conference  have  begun  to  put  into 
practice  what  has  been  preached. 

“We  felt  bad  about  having  more  than 
many  of  our  parishioners,”  says  the  Rev. 
Ken  Home,  who  with  the  Rev.  Ray  Bu¬ 
chanan,  founded  the  Society  of  St.  An¬ 
drew.  So  they  moved  their  families  to  a 
farm  here  in  Bedford  County,  to  practice 
a  simpler  lifestyle,  to  share  a  home,  and 
to  get  away  from  the  consumerism  of 
modem  society  which  they  say  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  world  hunger  situation. 

“We  can  talk  about  our  over-  consump¬ 
tive  society,  but  there  is  more  impact  in 
doing  something  about  it,”  Mr.  Home 
says.  “Jesus  was  on  the  side  of  justice 
and  the  poor.  If  we  are  to  be  disciples  of 
Christ,  we  must  pattern  our  lifestyles  to 


fit  our  commitment,”  he  says. 

“America  has  six  percent  of  the 
world’s  people,  but  uses  30-40  percent  of 
all  the  world’s  resources.  It’s  unjust  that 
someone  lacks  because  of  our  consump¬ 
tion.  It’s  sinful,”  Mr.  Buchanan  adds. 

The  Hornes  and  Buchanans  have  not 
given  up  all  the  advantages  of  modem 
living  in  the  four  months  they  have  been 
together,  but  have  cut  down  considerably 
on  their  expenses  and  spending.  Just  by 
living  as  two  families  under  one  roof  has 
been  a  saving,  Mr.  Buchanan  says.  And 
he  reports  they  are  living  with  less  —  less 
television,  less  cars,  less  store-bought 
food.  In  addition,  they  are  raising  their 
own  food  and  livestock,  and  renovating 
their  own  home  and  repairing  household 
items.  Then  they  contribute  what  they 
save  to  world  hunger  relief. 

“We’ve  cut  down  our  dependence  on 
the  consumption  of  things,  and  placed 
more  emphasis  on  relationships,”  Mr. 
Buchanan  adds. 

He  says  that  their  ability  to  live  to¬ 
gether  comes  out  of  their  friendship 


through  two  years  at  UM-related  Duke 
Divinity  School  then  one  year  at  South¬ 
eastern  Baptist  Seminary. 

“We  are  not  trying  to  get  others  to  join 
our  society,  necessarily.  We  want  to  set 
an  example  to  show  the  church  that 
everyone  has  the  possibility  of  getting 
out  from  under  consumptive  ways  —  it’s 
helpful  and  enjoyable,”  he  says. 

Their  children  -  the  Homes  have 
three  and  the  Buchanans,  two  -  get 
along  well  together  and  are  beginning 
more  and  more  to  see  themselves  as  one 
big  family,  their  fathers  say. 

Mr.  Buchanan  is  the  pastor  of  four 
small  churches  in  the  area,  while  Mr. 
Home  is  on  special  appointment  from  the 
annual  conference  to  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew.  They  are  also  involved  in  two 
hunger  programs  —  Bread  for  the  World, 
and  WHEAT  (World  Hunger  Action  To¬ 
gether). 

The  Virginia  conference  cabinet  and 
Bishop  Kenneth  Goodson  have  been  sup¬ 
portive  throughout  the  development  of 


the  community,  the  ministers  report, 
because,  unlike  others  who  wanted  to 
venture  into  alternative  ministry,  they 
chose  to  work  within  the  UM  system  to 
start  their  community.  The  cabinet’s 
main  fear  was  that  they  would  not  get 
opportunities  to  speak  and  share  their 
message  of  simpler  living,  they  say. 
But  so  far,  the  response  has  been  “tre¬ 
mendous.”  In  fact,  they  will  soon  have  to 
start  turning  down  engagements,  Mr. 
Buchanan  says. 

And  the  people  in  the  area,  especially 
members  of  the  four  churches,  are  help¬ 
ing  them  adjust  to  farm  life.  “We  knew 
nothing  about  farm  life  —  we’re  preach¬ 
ers,”  he  says.  “The  church  members 
appreciate  our  closeness  to  their  life¬ 
style,  too.” 

The  ministers  report  they  have  become 
very  adept  at  milking  their  cow,  “Baby,” 
and  putting  on  tin  roofs.  Mr.  Buchanan 
says  one  member  remarked,  “We’ve 
never  had  a  preacher  who  could  talk  so 
much  about  farming.” 


First  woman  president  says 


Uruguay  Methodists  feel  strong  in  Jesus  Christ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PHILADELPHIA  -  “Most  of  all,  tell 
that  we  are  a  small  church  that  has 
passed  through  great  difficulties,  has 
overcome  a  sense  of  defeatism  and  is 
now  feeling  the  strength  that  being  a 
community  in  Jesus  Christ  gives.  ” 

The  words  are  those  of  Margarita 
Grassi,  the  first  woman  to  be  elected 
president  of  an  affiliated,  autonomous 
church,  the  1,200-member  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  of  Uruguay.  She 
brought  greetings  to  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting  here  Oct.  12-15. 

A  laywoman  and  educational  consul¬ 
tant,  Ms.  Grassi  is  the  official  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  church  but,  she  carefully  ex¬ 
plains,  being  president  means  she  chairs 
the  monthly  meetings  of  the  12-member 
Executive  Council  and  “has  no  more  au¬ 
thority  than  any  of  the  other  members.” 
The  council  is  two-thirds  lay  and  one- 
third  clergy  and  is  responsible  for  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  directions  of  the  church’s 
biennial  General  Assembly. 

The  product  of  mission  work  started  in 
the  last  century,  the  Iglesia  Evangelica 
Methodista  en  el  Uruguay  became  au¬ 
tonomous  in  1969.  The  church  of  some  19 
congregations,  preaching  places  and  a 
half  dozen  “community  presence”  pro¬ 
jects  has  had  a  turbulent  history. 

Very  difficult  period 

“We  went  through  a  ve^  difficult 
period  due  to  the  political  situation  (in 
Uruguay)  a  number  of  years  ago,”  Ms. 
Grassi  explained  to  TM/UMR.  “There 
was  a  ‘defeatist  attitude’  but  that  trend  is 
changing.  We’re  seeing  possibilities  and 
beginning  to  feel  like  a  national  church. 
We  feel  we  are  one  after  a  period  of  divi¬ 
siveness  along  political  lines.” 

(Uruguay  has  been  under  de  facto  mili¬ 
tary  rule  since  1973  when  the  armed 
forces  took  over  control  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  elected  Parliament  was  dis¬ 
solved.  The  Organization  of  American 
States  refused  to  hold  its  general  assem¬ 
bly  in  Montevideo  on  the  grounds  of 
human  rights  issues  in  January  1978,  and 
the  international  community  has  spoken 
out  repeatedly  against  the  infringement 
of  the  human  rights  of  Uruguay’s  citizens, 
according  to  Amnesty  International 
Report:  1978.) 

While  Ms.  Grassi  said  she  could  not  dis¬ 
cuss  the  present  political  situation  in  her 
country,  she  expressed  confidence  and 
enthusiasm  for  several  of  the  church's 
ventures  in  attempting  to  serve  its  coun¬ 
try  meaningfully. 

At  the  top  of  her  list  are  experiments 


Margarita  Grassi 


with  comm  unity -based  layworkers  in  ex¬ 
tending  the  church’s  outreach  in  the 
rural  areas  and  in  education. 

“We  were  trained  as  an  urban  church, 
and  we’ve  had  our  flops  trying  to  serve 
these  small  rural  communities,  but  I 
think  we  are  seeing  some  positive  re¬ 
sults,”  Ms.  Grassi  said.  “It’s  important 
because  Uruguay  is  primarily  an  agri¬ 
cultural  country." 

Reaching  the  interior  is  part  of  the 
church’s  “Plan  del  Norte.”  At  the  heart 
of  the  plan  are  the  community-based 
layworkers.  “People  have  to  be  from 
these  communities  in  order  to  be  effec¬ 
tive  in  communicating  the  Good  News,” 
they  have  learned. 

Workers  with  little  formal  education 
meet  once  a  month  for  three  days  at  Salto 
(the  second  largest  city)  for  theological 
training,  discussions,  assignments  and  to 
check  books  out  of  the  library.  They  then 
go  back  to  their  communities  to  do 
church  work  —  preaching,  Bible  study 
and  reinforcing  the  school  children’s 
education. 

The  course  is  aimed  to  prepare  them 
theologically  without  their  losing  their  i- 
dentity.”  Ms.  Grassi  said.  They,  in  turn, 
train  lay  people  in  their  small  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Turning  to  work  in  education,  the 
church’s  president  reported  that  educa¬ 
tion  is  a  “serious  problem”  in  Uruguay 
with  children  provided  only  a  half-day  in¬ 
stead  of  a  full-day  program  in  a  public 
French-style  system. 

One  way  the  church  is  making  a  real 
contribution  is  through  pre-primary 
training,  especially  in  very  poor  working 
class  areas,  both  urban  and  rural.  “With¬ 
out  special  help,”  she  reported,  “the 
failure  rate  for  these  children  is  80  per¬ 
cent." 


Oldsters’  sex  ‘myth’  attacked 


PITTSBURGH  (UMC)  -  The  myth 
that  older  persons  are  disinterested  in 
sex  was  attacked  here  recently  during  an 
interreligious  consultation  on  “Religious 
Affirmations  of  Sexuality  in  the  Later 
Years.” 

Antoinette  Smith  of  Nashville,  Term., 
called  on  the  church  to  recognize  that 
older  persons  are  not  asexual.  “One  is 
sexual  from  birth  to  death,”  she 
declared. 

Ms.  Smith,  a  United  Methodist 
consultant-trainer  for  marriage 
communications  labs  and  human 
sexuality  workshops,  said  the  church  has 
the  responsibility  to  help  older  persons  in 
and  outside  institutions  accept  their 
sexual  feelings,  needs  and  desires  as 
“natural,  healthy  and  as  God’s  good 
gift.” 


Helping  older  persons  improve  their 
sexual  functioning  and  adjustment 
according  to  their  own  individual  value 
systems  is  not  an  end  in  itself,  Ms.  Smith 
said.  “It  can  be  a  means  of  fulfilling  a 
basic  need  of  all  persons  for  intimacy 
and  love  .  .  .  touching  and  caring  are 
parts  of  one’s  sexuality  as  well  as 
companionship  and  compassion.” 

Among  myths  and  societal  attitudes 
Ms.  Smith  said  she  would  like  to  see 
dispelled  are  that  sex  is  for  the  young  and 
that  older  persons  are  incapable  of 
directing  their  own  lives. 

Ms.  Smith  said  one  of  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  recommendations  coming  out  of  the 
consultation  was  that  human  sexuality 
needs  of  older  persons  be  included  in  min¬ 
isterial  education,  church  institutions  and 
in  local  church  programming. 


The  church’s  influence  is  felt  through 
its  educational  institutions  —  the  Cran- 
don  Institute  in  Montevideo  with  1,400 
students  and  the  second  Crandon  at  Salto 
with  450  students  from  ages  three  to  18 
years.  The  schools  are  coed  except  for  a 
girls-only  Junior  College  in  Montevideo 
which  provides  home  economics  and 
secretarial  training. 

The  schools  offer  a  full  day  program 
and  a  Christian  orientation. 

Since  the  public  education  system 
came  from  France,  she  said,  disbelief  in 
God  was  long  ago  introduced  into  the 
system. 

Atheistic  nation 

“We  are  an  atheistic  country  with 
many  people  holding  no  belief  in  God,” 
Ms.  Grassi  said.  While  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  church  is  the  largest,  she  said  it  is  not 
as  influential  as  in  other  South  American 
countries  because  of  the  complete  sepa¬ 
ration  of  church  and  state.  “The  public 
schools  have  had  no  church  influence 
since  1910  and  even  the  calendar  has 
been  changed.  Christmas  is  called  ‘the 
Day  of  the  Family’  and  Holy  Week  is  call¬ 
ed  ‘Tourist  Week.’  ” 

She  said  the  church  is  working  hard- 
in  evangelism  trying  to  find  effective 
ways  to  communicate  the  Good  News  — 


especially  through  person-to-person 
methods.  Bible  studies  with  “each  one 
bringing  one”  are  effective. 

Asked  if  it  were  unusual  for  a  woman  to 
be  elected  president,  Ms.  Grassi  said 
“no”  and  added  that  one-third  of  the 
church’s  council  are  women.  The  first 
woman  was  ordained  at  least  20  years 
ago. 

Legally,  women  have  the  same  rights 
as  men  in  Uruguay,  she  said,  and  a  high 
percentage  of  women  have  been  working 
for  perhaps  the  last  50  years.  In  the  work 
force  -  except  in  the  professions  — 
women  are  disadvantaged  however,  and 
even  more  so  in  the  rural  areas.  Women 
are  fairly  active  in  politics,  and  are  to  be 
found  as  doctors,  judges  and  lawyers, 
she  added. 

Along  with  autonomy  for  the  Uruguay¬ 
an  Methodist  Church  came  the  decision 
to  experiment  without  foreign  mission¬ 
aries.  “Eventually  we  found  that  the 
church  must  transmit  a  global  view,  and 
we  asked  in  1976  for  missionaries  to  come 
back,”  Ms.  Grassi  reported.  But  only 
under  the  condition  that  they  live  on  the 
same  salary  as  that  of  the  local  preach¬ 
ers,  about  $1 50-S225  per  month.  "That  has 
had  a  very  positive  effect,”  she  said. 
Three  UM  missionary  couples  are 
currently  on  assignment  to  Uruguay. 


Classified 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  to 
administer  Early  Childhood  Learning  &  Day  Care 
Center;  direct  Christian  Education  program. 
Opportunities  to  preach  if  desired  Salary,  car 
allowance,  utilities  and  housing.  Send  letter  of 

POSITION  OPEN  for  Director  of  Christian 

Education,  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Starkville.  MS  39759.  Telephone  (601)  323-5722. 
Mailing  address:  P  O.  Drawer  728.  Church 
membership  of  1,775.  Contact  E  A  Bailey,  senior 
minister 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  P  O.  Box  672. 
Bastrop.  TX  78602 

EXECUTIVE  for  growing  Council  of  Churches  full¬ 
time  or  time.  Send  resume,  request  job 

BEST  ll-DAY  HOLY  LAND  TOUR  of  Israel  Depart 

from  Shreveport.  La  March  11.  1980  Rev.  Marshall 

E  McQueen.  Tour  Host  For  complete  information 

description:  William  Highfield,  Northeastern  Pa. 
Congregations  in  Christian  Mission.  550  Madison 
Ave  .  Scranton.  PA  18510 

write  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.  O  Box  577, 
Carthage.  TX  75633 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  to  coordi¬ 

nate  total  inter-generational  program  in  1.000  plus 

TRAVEL  THE  HOLY  LAND  AND  ROME  with  Rev 

and  Mrs.  Dale  Elzie.  February  18  through  27.  1980 
Free  brochure  First  United  Methodist  Church.  9025 

49  St..  Pinellas  Park.  FL  33565. 

member  church;  enabling  birth  of  ideas;  develop, 
administer,  and  evaluate  full  program.  Send  resume 
in  exchange  for  job  description  to:  Virginia  Wingard 
United  Methodist  Church,  1500  Broad  River  Road. 

Columbia.  S  C.  29210 

Christian  Group  Forming  Now  Hosts  needed. 
WOMITO.  P  O.  Box  660515.  Miami  Springs,  FL 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR,  Jan  30,  1980.  $975.00.  Rev.  Bill 
Bauer.  Queen  City.  TX  75572. 

33166. 

MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  AVAILABLE  on  a  Love 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY.  EUROPEAN 
TOUR.  July  1980  Hurry,  space  still  available. 
Experienced  world  traveler,  host.  Rev.  Ralph 

Offering  basis  in  Penna  ,  Maryland,  parts  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  For  information,  call  Sally  & 

El  Wolfe.  (717  )  761-2378  or  write  P  O.  Box  3031. 

TWO  GREAT  TOURS:  China  —  six  major  centers 
plus  Hong  Kong.  Apr  15th  1980;  Passion  Play  — 
Germany.  Egypt.  Israel.  Sept.  15th  1980.  Write  or 
phone  Robert  Panzer.  700  D.  Ave..  Coronado.  CA 

FREE  complimentary  copy  of  a  puppet  newsletter 

containing  scripts,  puppet  patterns,  seasonal 
material  for  Sunday  School,  youth  and  worship 
programs  Write:  Puppetry  News,  3700  Woodside 
Court.  Hopewell.  VA  23860 

LAKESIDE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Lake 
Worth.  Florida,  seeks  a  qualified  Christian 
Education  Director  with  emphasis  on  Youth,  for  a 
congregation  of  1,100.  Excellent  opportunity  for 

groups  or  work  into  a  substantial  salary  as 
coordinator  of  groups.  Write  Southwest  Christian 
Counseling  Center.  2315  50th  Street.  Lubbock.  TX 

growth  in  a  community  of  40.000.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to  Rev  Henry  Schmidt,  1801  12th 
Avenue  South.  Lake  Worth.  FL  33461 . 

LIGHT  GLOBES  -  Assorted  sizes  &  shapes  -  all 
popular  kinds  —  Frosted  base  sizes  4”-5”-6”. 
Approx  45  left  over  from  church  renovation.  Some 
antiques  Make  offer  Contact  F  Budge  Reusch 
(Trustee).  1203  S  Elm.  Ottawa.  KS66067 

UM  PARISH  BLACKFEET  INDIAN  RESERVATION 
needs  Associate  Pastor  of  Parish  Worker  major 
responsibility  education  and  youth  work.  Walter 
Mason.  Box  578,  Browning,  MT  59417. 

MEDITERRANEAN-RED  SEA  CRUISE  -  Unique 

tour  of  Israel.  Egypt  Also  all-Israel.  January- 
February.  1980  from  Dallas.  Kansas  City.  Chicago. 
Columbus,  Charlotte.  Atlanta,  New  York.  Brochure. 
Rev  James  Christie,  1200  Dubach,  Ruston,  LA  71270. 

CHILD  CARE  WORK  An  opportunity  to  provide 

care  for  kids  in  need.  Christian  group  home  setting 
Salaried  Write  Grace  Children’s  Home.  Henderson. 

NE  68371. 

RETIRED?  Unique  Village  —  live  independently, 
inexpensively,  ranch  house.  Life  lease  $7,500  or  $75 
month,  plus  improvement  charges,  modest  monthly 
fees.  Apartments  too,  National  Church  Residences, 
Waverly.  OH  45690.  | 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

WANTED  urban  church,  changing  community.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  507  Pacific  Ave..  Long 
Beach.  CA  90802.  Contact  Rev.  James  D.  Stewart. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  WANTED. 

Church  of  1,100  members  with  excellent  opportunity 
for  growth  in  community  of  90.000.  Prefer  young 
adult  layperson  with  skills  in  developing  leadership 
and  programs  for  children,  youth  and  young  adults. 
Salary  range  —  $IO,000-$12,000  Contact  Larry 
Becker.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  27th  and 
Ferris.  Lawton.  OK  73505 

WANT  TO  BE  BORN  AGAIN?  John  Wesley  tells 
how  in  easy  to  read  modern  English.  Free  details 
from  Christian  Classics.  Box  7347.  Dallas.  TX  75209. 

INFORMATION  OFFICER  AND  EDITOR  needed  for 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference  up  to  35  hours  per 
week  Apply:  Tom  Bennanzar,  2200  S.  University 
Blvd.,  Denver,  CO  80210  by  Dec.  1  (303)  733-3736. 

<  HRIST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Enid. 
Oklahoma,  is  seeking  Director  of  Christian 
Education.  Position  now  available.  Contact  Dr.  Bill 
Moorer.  Pastor.  2118  W  Randolph.  Enid.  OK  73701. 
'405  *  237-3938 

NEEDLEPOINT  the  United  Methodist  symbol 
Handpainted  on  a  14  Zuieigart  canvas  to  fit  5  x  7 
frame.  Kit  includes  Patemayan  yarn.  $7.00  ppd 
Catalogue  of  non-religious  designs  available  $1  00 

WANTED:  Organist  and  Choir  Direct  or  who  will  also 

02840. 

have  the  qualifications  as  Director  of  Christian 
Education  and  youth  worker.  Full  time  position. 
Salary  negotiable,  commensurate  with 
qualifications  Contact  St  James  United  Methodist 
Church.  100  Reid  Street.  Palatka,  FL  32077  Phone 
1904  )  328-1461 

NEEDED:  For  early  19»)  Director  of  Education 
Should  be  certified  Church  has  750  members. 
Interested  parties  should  contact:  Rev  G  W.  Har- 
buck,  1309  Whitney  Avenue.  Gretna,  LA  70053. 
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New  Parsonages  Occupied 


The  new  parsonage  at  Winnfield  has  a 
living  room,  dining  room,  large  den, 
kitchen  and  breakfast  room,  guest 
room  with  private  bath,  3  bedrooms,  2 
baths  and  utility  room. 

W 


Pictured  is  the  recently  constructed 
parsonage  of  the  011a  UMC.  Under  the 
supervision  of  a  building  committee, 
chaired  by  Mrs.  Glen  Loe,  construction 
was  begun  in  1977  and  work  was 
completed  by  April,  1978.  It  is  a  3 
bedroom,  brick  home,  and  is  carpeted 
throughout.  Dedication  services  for  the 
Sanctuary  &  Educational  unit  were 
held  on  November  19,  1978,  and  the 
parsonage  was  consecrated  at  the 
morning  worship  services,  with  Bishop 
Kenneth  Shamblin  preaching.  The 
church  is  currently  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Bob  Marshall. 


BNHtaAi 


The  congregation  in  Marksville 
purchased  a  new  home  for  the  Pastor’s 
family  in  September  and  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
McLaurin  moved  into  it  around  the  last 
of  the  month.  It  was  purchased  for 
$42,000  and  has  3  bedrooms,  2  baths, 
living  area  and  kitchen,  and  “lots  of 
storage  space.’’  The  old  parsonage, 
next  door  to  the  church,  will  be  used  for 
additional  Church  School  space. 

Endowment  trust 
established  for 
Couley  UM  Church 

The  Couley  UMC  of  Winnfield  is  the 
income  beneficiary  of  a  $5,000  O.K.  and 
Thursia  Greaves  Endowment  Trust, 
established  by  Mr.  0.  K.  Greaves  in 
memory  of  his  beloved  wife,  Thursia. 
Mrs.  Greaves  had  expressed  the  wish 
before  her  death  that  she  and  her 
husband  leave  a  permanent  gift  to  the 
church  that  they  both  loved  so  much. 


LUM  Features  The  Alexandria  District 


United  Methodist  Women 


The  District  UMW  held  their  Annual 
Meeting  in  the  Winnfield  Church  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  October  6th.  The 
meeting  was  complete  with  an 
Anniversary  Cake,  the  newly-elected 
state  President.  Mrs.  Janet  Hoffpauir, 
and  Mrs.  Lois  Kohler,  Staff  member 
from  the  National  Division  as  the  special 
speaker  of  the  afternoon.  There  were  125 
registered. 

A  memory  candle  was  lit  for  all  who 
had  made  the  UMW  what  it  is  today. 
Women  from  Horseshoe  UMC  put  on  a 
drama  of  the  first  meeting  of  Methodist 
Women.  They  were  in  costumes  to  fit  the 
day. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  and 
installed  by  Mrs.  Kohler: 

President:  Mrs.  J.  A.  Stinson 
Vice-President:  Mrs.  A.  B.  Givens 
Secretary:  Mrs.  Don  R.  Lott 
Treasurer:  Mrs.  Kathleen  Thom 
Mission  Coordinators: 

Christian  Social  Involvement:  Mrs. 


Mamie  Connley 

Christian  Global  Concerns:  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Dietzel 

Christian  Personhood;  Mrs.  Ashton 
Dunbar 

Supportive  Community:  Mrs.  Gloria 
Lee 

Secretary  Program  Resources:  Mrs. 
Mike  Eskey,  Jr. 

Chairperson-Committee  on  Nomina¬ 
tions:  Mrs.  Paul  K.  Adams 
Members:  Mrs.  Betty  Rainey 
Mrs.  Jack  Sandell 
Mrs.  Jonelle  Walker 
Mrs.  Geraldine  Milo 

Chairperson  on  Membership:  Mrs. 
Dorcas  Merrick 

Mrs.  Christine  Rone,  former  President 
of  the  Alexandria  District  UMW  was 
elected  and  installed  as  Chairperson  of 
the  Committee  on  Nominations  for  the 
State  UMW  at  the  recent  Annual  Meeting 
held  in  Shreveport.  She  is  a  member  of 
Trinity  UMC  in  Alexandria. 


Pictured  above  are  the  combined  youth  groups  of  Mt.  Zion.  Montgomery, 
and  Olla  UMC  on  their  recent  trip  to  Florida.  The  picture  was  taken  at  the 
entrance  to  Silver  Springs,  Home  of  the  Glass  Bottom  Boats.  The  trip  was 
made  during  the  week  of  August  12th-18th,  and  included  such  attractions  as 
Stars  Hall  of  Fame,  Circus  World,  River  Country  and  Disney  World.  The  trip 
was  under  the  combined  leadership  of  Rev.  Mark  Martin  of  Montgomery  and 
Rev.  Bob  Marshall  of  Olla.  and  included  22  youth  and  8  adults. 


Marshall  UMC Bunkie 


The  “Old  Church”  on  the  comer  has 
been  tom  down  and  replaced  with  a 
smaller  chapel  type  place  of  worship,  but 
the  spirit  within  the  congregation  is  still 
great  and  ready  to  make  a  “Church  on 
the  Corner”  within  the  walls  of  this 
smaller  structure. 

The  church  was  in  such  condition  that 
no  longer  could  they  even  have  a  service 
for  a  departed  member  —  the  holes  in  the 
floor  were  too  large  to  roll  a  casket  down 
the  isle.  Under  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
Robert  Taylor  the  church  was  tom  down 
and  a  Building  Fund  was  started  for 
rebuilding. 

A  dwelling  was  purchased  in  Pineville 
and  moved  to  the  site  and  remodeled  into 
a  small  chapel  for  use  while  the  church 
was  under  construction.  This  will  now  be 
used  for  a  Fellowship  Hall,  since  it  is 
complete  with  kitchen,  etc.,  and  has  a 
larger  room  for  meetings. 


From  Here 
&  There 


ELEMENTARY  CAMP  NO.  1  was  held  in  June.  Rev.  J.  T.  Cupples  of 
Boyce  was  the  Director  of  the  camp  and  33  children  and  adult  counselors 
were  present  for  the  camp. 


Dist.  Bd.  Of  Missions 


When  you  begin  to  travel  over  the 
District  for  Charge  Conferences  you 
begin  to  hear  about  a  lot  of  things  that 
have  been  done  during  the  summer  and 
to  see  a  lot  of  improvements  made  on  the 
property  and  church  buildings. 

The  church  at  Beulah  has  been  painted 
with  a  fresh  coat  of  white  paint.  The 
inside  of  the  church  has  been  completely 
renovated  with  new  pews,  pulpit 
furniture,  carpet,  etc. 

The  church  at  Marthaville  has 
replaced  the  windows  and  on  October 
18th  the  bricklayer  came  to  brick  the 
outside  of  the  church.  A  porch  and 
columns  have  also  been  added.  Rev. 
Floyd  McCarty  is  the  pastor  of  these  two 
churches. 

Wilton  UMC  had  Judge  Cotton  as  Lay 
Speaker  for  Laity  Day. 

Macedonia  UMC  of  Boyce  has  put 
sheetrock  inside  the  church,  a  new 
ceiling,  and  a  new  “paint  job.” 

Rev.  Roily  Walker,  former  member  of 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  was  the  guest 
evangelist  for  a  series  of  services  in 
September.  Rev.  Ira  Robinson  was  the 
speaker  for  Homecoming  at  Hollins 
Chapel. 

Many  of  the  churches  have  reported  a 
fine  service  for  Laity  Sunday  with 
excellent  speakers  from  various 
churches  over  the  District.  Many  are 
reporting  fall  Mission  Studies 

The  D.S.  was  the  preacher  for  the  103rd 
Anniversary  of  the  St.  Paul  UMC  in 
Campti  on  Sunday,  October  14th.  This 
church  has  had  a  fresh  coat  of  paint  and  a 
new  roof  recently  and  they  have  installed 
air  conditioning 

The  church  at  Emmanuel, 
Natchitoches  has  finished  their 
renovation  project  with  the  completion  of 
a  new  roof  just  recently.  The  church  at 


The  Annual  District  Mission 
Study  Conference  was  held 
September  13th,  at  Horseshoe 
Drive  UMC.  The  evening  began 
with  a  “Sandwich  Supper”  where 
all  the  makings  for  a  “Dagwood" 
were  on  the  table  and  each  person 
made  his  own.  The  group  divided 
for  the  first  hour  and  came 
together  for  the  last  hour  for  a 
Bible  Study  presented  by  Mrs. 
Horton.  Some  85  persons  were 
present  from  27  churches. 

Leaders  for  the  District  MSC 
were:  District  Director  of 
Missions  —  Mrs.  Estelle 
Dameron;  Mrs.  Inez  Christen- 
terry,  who  presented  the  study  of 
Middle  East  Mosaic;  Rev.  Robert 
R.  Miller  —  Human  Rights  and 
the  International  Order:  Mrs 
Edward  Horton  —  The  Parable. 


Asburv  has  been  renovating  their 
property 

Sixty-two  members  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  from  the  Alexandria 
District,  registered  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  in  Shreveport. 


New  Church  Buildings 


The  new  Sanctuary  at  Horseshoe 
Drive  was  recently  completed  and 
consecrated.  New  roofing  has  been 
placed  on  all  the  other  buildings,  new 
paint  and  an  addition  of  25  x  30  feet 
which  will  enlarge  the  present 
Fellowship  Hall.  The  work  has  been 
completed  in  the  “Old  Sanctuary,” 
making  4  adult  classrooms  and  a  small 
chapel. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 


This  is  a  picture  of  the  new  Sanctuary 
for  the  Fellowship  UMC  at  Hineston.  It 
has  been  completed  except  for  the 
furnishings.  This  old  Historic  Church 
burned  August.  1977  and  the 
congregation,  through  much  labor  and 
help  from  friends  and  former 
members,  have  been  able  to  go  this  far 
Cost  of  this  unit  is  approximately 
$75,000.  Plans  are  in  the  making  for  the 
Sunday  School  and  Fellowship  Hall 
addition  at  the  back  of  the  building. 
This  church  is  the  recipient  of  half  of 
the  present  call  for  the  Bob  Lay 
Memorial  1000  Club. 
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The  Alexandria 
District 

Superintendent  Rev  A.  Jerome  Cain 

31  Charges . 75  Churches 

10.187  members 

The  district  takes  up.  roughly,  the 
central  part  of  the  state:  from  Campti  to 
Winnfield.  over  to  Jonesville.  south  to 
Simraesport.  Bunkie.  Bayou  Chicot,  up 
past  Hineston.  Jerome  will  tell  you.  very 
quickly,  that  it  is  a  long,  long  way 
around. 


A  scene  from  one  of  the  District 
Retreats.  If  you  are  familiar  with  Camp 
Brewer,  the  Alexandria  District  Camp, 
you  can  recognize  the  Dining  Hall.  This 
is  “fun-time”  —  one  of  those  periods 
when  youth  are  busy  with  “re¬ 
creation.” 


Wayne  Watson,  a  student  from 
Louisiana  College  and  former  director 
of  the  LMCF  “Foundation  Singers.” 
entertained  the  youth  during  the 
Retreat.  If  you  are  unable  to  read  the 
signs  behind  Wayne,  that  is  the 
“program  planning”  which  the  youth 
were  doing. 


ELEMENTARY  CAMP  NO.  2  was  held  in  August  with  Rev.  Raymond 
Crofoot  of  Jonesville  serving  as  Director  Thirty-two  youth  and  five  adults 
assisted  him 


Under  the  leadership  of  Hurvey 
Sweazie,  Jr.,  the  present  building  was 
begun  and  finished.  The  Service  of 
Consecration  was  held  on  September  8th 
at  2  p.m.  The  congregation  qualified  for 
half  a  call  from  the  Bob  Lay  Memorial 
1000  Club  and  the  contribution  was  made 
from  the  Alexandria  District  Board  of 
Mission  to  help  in  the  construction. 


Mr.  E.  J.  Vallery,  Jr..  Treasurer  of 
the  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  for 
many  years  presented  the  check  from 
the  1000  Club  to  the  Pastor.  From  1.  to 
r.:  Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain.  Ray 
McIntosh,  Chairman  District  Board  of 
Missions,  E.  J.  Vallery,  Jr.,  Rev. 
Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  John 
Tubb,  present  Treasurer  of  the  1000 
Club. 


Mark  Martin,  pastor  of  the 
Montgomery  Charge,  ain't  too  bad  on 
the  guitar  either!  We  are  not  certain, 
but  that  does  look  like  “rapt  attention” 
on  the  faces  of  the  youth  behind  him.  If 
those  behind  you  listen,  that's  a  good 
sign,  isn’t  it.  Mark? 


Pews  from  the  now  abandoned  Willis 
J.  King  UMC  of  Glenmora  were 
transferred  to  Marshall.  The  ladies 
cleaned  all  the  old  varnish  off  and 
refinished  them.  While  the  contractor 
had  built  a  pulpit  for  use  in  the  new 
Sanctuary,  the  ladies  took  the  pulpit 
from  the  “Old  Church  on  the  Corner,” 
applied  cleaner,  wax.  and  “lots  of 
elbow  grease”  and  it  turned  out  to  be  a 
lovely  piece  for  the  new  building. 


THE  NOLLEY  NOTABLES  -  a 
group  of  youth  from  Nolley  Memorial 
UMC.  in  Jena  who  comprise  a  Youth 
Choir 


These  are  the  CHIEFS,  the  members 
of  the  District  Youth  Team.  They  do  the 
planning,  provide  the  leadership,  keep 
the  lines  of  communication  flowing, 
and.  generally,  keep  the  District 
Superintendent  free  to  “brag  about  the 
great  youth  program  HE  has” ! 
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MW.'.W.W.W.'.  Editorial 

SALT  II  becoming  ‘hostage’  to  bids 
for  increased  spending  by  military 


In  October  of  last  year,  TM/UMR 
urged  United  Methodists  to  support  the 
Strategic  Arms  Limitation  Treaty  (SALT 
II)  as  an  imperfect  —  but  nontheless 
important  —  step  toward  eventual  elimi¬ 
nation  of  the  30-year  arms  race  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union 
( see  TM/UMR,  Oct.  27, 1979) . 

We  reasoned  in  the  editorial  that  the 
likely  alternative  to  SALT  II  would  be  a 
reversion  to  the  Cold  War,  with  ap 
increase  in  the  constant  danger  of  nu¬ 
clear  holocaust.  With  the  prophet  Isaiah 
we  expressed  a  longing  for  a  day  when 
our  nation  and  all  others  in  the  world 
would  turn  from  placing  their  faith  in 
'  chariots  many  in  number”  rather  than 
the  “guidance  of  the  Lord.” 

While  that  longing  is  unchanged  today, 
we  are  increasingly  dismayed  by  the  way 
SALT  II  has  become  a  hostage  of  persons 
who  advocate  substantial  increases  in 
“defense”  spending.  Still  lacking  the  67 
votes  necessary  for  Senate  approval, 
supporters  of  the  treaty  —  including  Pres¬ 
ident  Carter  —  have  allowed  themselves 
in  recent  weeks  to  accept  compromises 
we  believe  would  negate  much  of  what 
SALT  II  would  accomplish. 

The  Senate  debate  has  degenerated 


from  a  discussion  over  the  merits  of  the 
treaty  to  a  haggling  over  whether  the 
“price"  for  ratification  will  be  a  three, 
four  or  five  percent  hike  (above  the  in¬ 
flation  rate)  in  our  nation’s  already  bulg¬ 
ing  budget  for  armaments.  Such  a  dis¬ 
cussion  in  the  guise  of  dealing  with  “dis¬ 
armament"  is  a  travesty. 

We  believe  that  such  an  increase  in  our 
armaments  budget  in  a  time  when  it  is 
estimated  that  we  already  have  enough 
arms  stockpiled  to  destroy  the  Soviet 
Union  13  times  cannot  legitimately  be 
listed  as  "defense"  appropriations.  Such 
an  increase  can  only  properly  be 
regarded  as  "arms  escalation." 

As  such,  it  is  hypocritical  to  discuss 
SALT  II  and  increased  military  spending 
in  the  same  breath.  We  believe  the  pass¬ 
age  of  SALT  II  —  if  it  is  coupled  with  the 
proposed  increase  in  military  spending 
—  is  likely  to  decrease  rather  than 
increase  the  security  of  the  entire  world. 

We  hope  United  Methodists  and  other 
concerned  Christians  will  continue  to 
support  ratification  of  SALT  II  but  will 
make  it  clear  to  the  President  and  to  re¬ 
presentatives  in  the  Senate  that  such 
backing  is  on  the  basis  of  the  treaty  not 
being  tied  to  increased  arms  spending. 


My  Witness 

‘Beautiful’  Christian  took 
hard  road  to  commitment 


By  ULA  FRAIZER 

Through  some  very  unusual  coinci¬ 
dences  about  a  year  ago  I  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  a  handsome  young  man  at 
a  Christian  writer’s  conference.  He  is 
very  charming  and  everyone  who  meets 
him  feels  the  love  he  radiates.  He  has  a 
glow  about  him.  His  eyes  sparkle.  His 
deep  melodious  voice  speaks  of  the  love 
of  Jesus  and  anyone  who  listens  believes 
that  this  young  man  knows  what  he’s 
talking  about.  He  makes  his  listeners 
want  this  same  kind  of  love. 

As  a  college  student  he  sometimes 
finds  the  work  difficult  but  he  always  has 
a  calmness  that  makes  others  somewhat 
envious.  When  he  goes  out  on  speaking 
engagements,  as  he  often  does,  his 
polished  delivery  is  a  pleasant  surprise. 
So  much  poise,  proper  voice  modulation, 
eyen  his  gestures  are  smooth  and 
natural.  And  what  he  says  seems  so  real 
no  one  listening  can  deny  his  sincerity. 
He  sings  with  his  wife  and  this  too  is  done 
with  a  natural  ease  that  makes  one  think 
he’s  a  pro.  He  watches  his  wife  when  she 
does  a  solo  and  the  congregation  can  see 
on  his  face  the  love  and  admiration  he 
feels  for  her.  Watching  him  with  his 
children  one  sees  pride,  love,  joyfulness. 
This  man" loves  people,  he  loves  his 
family,  he  loves  himself,  and  mostly  he 
loves  the  Lord. 

Many  lives  have  been  changed  because 
of  meeting  him  (I  know).  He  prays  with 
us  and  he  prays  for  us.  And  we  know  that 
God  walks  beside  him.  He  is  the  most 
beautiful  Christian  I  have  met  so  far  in 
my  51  years  on  this  earth. 

But  the  point  of  all  this  is,  he  was  not 
like  this  10  years  ago.  Ten  years  ago  he 
was  a  juvenile  delinquent  using  drugs, 
selling  drugs  and  committing  crimes  to 
pay  for  those  drugs.  When  he  got  in¬ 
volved  with  the  killing  of  a  store  owner, 
he  went  to  prison. 

It  frightens  me  to  think  what  could 
have  happened  to  this  beautiful  young 
Christian.  He  could  have  been  killed  — 
many  times  he  almost  was!  He  could 
have  been  sentenced  to  die  in  prison.  If 
that  had  happened  the  world  would  have 
been  the  loser.  What  right  do  any  of  us 
have  to  say  that  anyone  is  so  bad  he 
should  be  put  to  death?  God  had  plans  for 
that  young  man.  Do  we  ever  have  the 
right  to  interfere?  I  believe  to  take  a  life 
is  interfering  in  God’s  plans.  Do  we  ever 
have  the  right  to  judge  a  man  hopeless? 
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Does  God  ever  give  up  hope  on  any  of  us? 

Never  again  will  I  look  at  a  criminal 
and  say  he  is  hopeless.  Never  again  can  I 
say  a  person  deserves  to  be  “put  away.” 
There  is  always  hope.  We  can  always 
pray  for  them.  We  can  love  them  and 
bring  God’s  love  to  them.  "I  was  in 
prison  and  you  visited  me." 

In  prison  this  young  man  found  Jesus 
and  Jesus  set  him  free  —  three  years 
before  the  prison  system  set  him  free. 
And  he  has  been  helping  others,  in  prison 
and  outside,  to  find  Jesus  so  they  too  can 
be  set  free. 

As  a  pacifist  I  have  a  history  of  being 
against  capital  punishment.  At  times, 
however.  I’ve  wondered  if  my  thinking 
was  “too  soft.”  Now  I  believe  we  must 
not  kill  our  prisoners.  We  must  not  shove 
them  off  into  an  institution  and  forget 
them.  We  must  instead  do  something 
constructive:  go  ourselves  to  visit,  or 
help  finance  prison  ministries,  or  at  least 
pray  for  those  in  prison. 

“Remember  those  who  are  in  prison  as 
though  in  prison  with  them”  (Hebrews 
13:3a). 

“My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
mjeoningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week’s  contributor.  Lila  Fraizer, 
is,#, member  of  Citrus  Heights  UMC  in 
Orangevale,  California. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Christmas  ideas  shared 


EDITORS  NOTE:  Several  weeks 
ago,  TM/UMR  asked  readers  to  share 
ideas  about  "different”  kinds  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Christmas  celebrations  they  have 
attempted  as  alternatives  to  the  usual 
Christmas  "sellabration."  The  follow¬ 
ing  are  some  of  the  responses: 

Joy  not  ‘under  wraps’ 

By  JOANNE  ZOLLER  WAGNER 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Last  Christmas  morning  we  sat  in  the 
living  room  around  the  tree  wondering 
what  to  do  next,  now  that  the  presents 
were  all  unwrapped.  Then  I 
remembered  the  little  paper  hearts  my 
husband  and  I  had  hung  upon  the  tree 
late  last  night.  “Oh,  what’s  that?”  I  ex¬ 
claimed.  As  members  of  our  family 
hurried  over  to  the  tree,  they  dis¬ 
covered  their  names  on  the  outside  of 
the  hearts.  When  out  of  curiosity  they 
looked  underneath,  they  found  another 
heart  which  said  either  “two  bear 
hugs,”  “two  warm  embraces,”  “two 
Russian  hugs,"  or  “two  affectionate 
hugs.”  Before  each  member  knew  it, 
my  husband  and  I  were  next  to  them 
ready  to  deliver  their  Christmas  hugs. 
There  were  exclamations  of  surprise 
and  joy  as  we  hugged  each  member.  So 
contagious  was  the  hug,  in  fact,  that  the 
members  started  hugging  each  other. 
As  we  passed  from  member  to 
member,  we  experienced  a  sense  of 
warmth,  unity  and  love,  holding  in  our 
arms  and  squeezing  those  with  whom 
we  had  shared  so  many  experiences  in 
the  past  year.  Hugging  someone  is  love 
incarnate!  What  a  way  to  celebrate  our 
joy  at  Christmas! 

A  grandmother’s  gift 
By  MARION  J.  WELLS 
Brockport,  N.Y. 

What  can  a  grandmother  give  for 
Christmas  to  her  suburban  teenage 
grandchildren  who  have  “everything”? 
That  was  my  problem  for  the  Christ¬ 
mas  1978.  A  special  dress  for  a 
Christmas  party?  A  typewriter?  An 
ultra-sophisticated  electronic  cal¬ 
culator?  A  telescope?  My  grand¬ 
children  already  had  almost  all  of  these 
things  from  their  parents  and  besides 
my  budget  wouldn’t  stretch  to  that 
extent. 

There  is  one  thing  that  no  one  ever 
has  in  over-abundance  —  the  joy  of 
contributing  to  the  happiness  and  well¬ 
being  of  others.  With  some  trepidation, 
yet  a  basic  confidence  in  the  sterling 
qualities  of  my  son,  his  wife  and 
children,  I  wrote  them  that  I  would  not 
be  sending  them  any  Christmas  gifts  to 
put  on  their  tree.  Instead,  in  celebration 
of  the  spirit  of  Christmas,  I  was 
sending  each  of  them  my  signed  check 
for  a  modest  amount,  plus  a  package 
containing  an  accumulation  of  solici¬ 
tations  from  various  charities.  I  asked 
each  member  of  the  family  to  complete 
one  of  the  checks  by  filling  in  the  name 
of  the  organization  he  or  she  selected  to 


receive  the  check  and  to  mail  it  to  that 
charity.  The  bundle  of  requests  I  sent 
were  suggestions  only  and  not  intended 
in  any  way  to  limit  possible  choices. 

I  don’t  know  what  the  initial  reaction 
was  on  receiving  Grandma’s  strange 
Christmas  “gifts.”  I  do  know  that  each 
member  of  the  family  entered  into  the 
spirit  of  the  plan  and  participated  fully, 
each  of  my  loved  ones  selecting  a  differ¬ 
ent  and  special  need  to  relieve  in  cele¬ 
bration  of  Christmas  1978. 

Honesty  compels  me  to  add  that, 
although  I  sent  no  other  individual  gifts 
of  any  kind,  I  did  order  to  be  sent  to  my 
son’s  family  from  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  of  Koinonia  Partners,  Ameri- 
cus,  Georgia,  31709,  some  of  their  tasty 
pecans  and  their  super  delicious  pecan 
dates. 

What  are  my  plans  for  Christmas 
1979?  I’m  counting  on  suggestions  to  be 
found  in  “A  Different  Christmas" 
column  in  The  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er  to  help  me. 

Happy  birthday,  Jesus! 

By  BETH  KLEIN 
Marshall’s  Creek,  Pa. 

We  have  very  young  children,  ages 
one  and  three  almost  by  Christmas.  We 
plan  to  have  a  birthday  cake  for  Jesus, 
since  the  3-year-old  senses  the  honor 
given  to  a  special  person  at  birthday 
time. 

We  live  near  a  farm  and  keep  some 
livestock  there.  Activity  sticks  in  the 
minds  of  pre-schoolers  much  more  than 
words  or  pictures,  so  we  plan  to  lay  a 
doll  in  a  goat  manger  on  a  starry  night; 
we’ll  talk  about  it,  too. 

A  book  that’s  pretty  and  simple  is 
“Baby  Jesus  ABC  Storybook,”  illus¬ 
trated  by  Cecile  Lamb,  The  Standard 
Publishing  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  We 
are  reading  this  book  in  anticipation  of 
Christmas.  I  bought  a  paperback 
edition  inexpensively  at  a  Christian 
bookstore. 

A  special  tree 

By  RILLA  LEE  SMITH 
Puxico,  Mo. 

After  several  years  of  being  in  a  rut 
at  Christmas  time,  using  the  same  arti¬ 
ficial  tree  and  rearranging  the  same 
ornaments,  we  wantfed  to  have  some¬ 
thing  different. 

Last  year  I  went  to  a  ceramic  shop 
and  bought  small  bisque  ornaments,  all 
of  religious  themes,  (angels,  doves,  but¬ 
terflies,  crosses,  etc.),  painted  them 
solid  white  and  hung  them  on  a  live  pine 
tree  my  husband  had  taken  up  from  the 
lawn  and  potted  in  soil  so  it  wouldn’t 
dry  out.  A  small  nativity  set  was  placed 
at  the  bottom  of  the  tree  for  more 
emphasis  of  what  Christmas  is  all 
about. 

We  entertained  our  close-knit  prayer 
group  with  an  open  house  one  evening 
and  the  Christmas  tree  was  the  focal 
point  of  the  event. 

We  hope  to  use  this  idea  for  many 
years. 


Here  I  Stand 


Worship  renewal 
important  task 


By  PAUL  E.  HOLLAND 

Renewal  of  worship  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  a  concern  of  mine 
for  some  time.  Worship  seemed  routine 
and  predictable.  “Cold"  might  be  the 
way  to  describe  it.  Here  I  was  —  pastor  of 
the  church  conducting  the  service  of  wor¬ 
ship.  What  to  do?  I  started  asking  my 
friends  what  they  were  doing  or  had 
heard  about  that  seemed  meaningful  and 
exciting  in  worship.  I  used  my  vacation 
opportunities  to  drop  in  on  worship  ser¬ 
vices  of  other  United  Methodist  churches 
to  see  what  was  happening. 

The  story  has  to  begin  with  myself.  I 
had  an  experience  in  spiritual  growth 
and  renewal  that  some  have  called  being 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  happened  to 
me  at  a  time  of  life  when  I  no  longer  ex¬ 
pected  anything  new  or  exciting  to 
happen.  It  let  me  be  open  to  change  and 
renewal. 

First  of  all,  I  became  more  relaxed  and 
personal  in  iriy  preaching.  I  had  always 
brought  the  manuscripts  for  my  sermon 
into  the  pulpit  with  me.  I  made  the  amaz¬ 
ing  discovery  that  I  could  leave  the 
manuscript  in  the  study.  I  was  able  to 
preach  without  written  notes  or  outline  to 
follow.  I  would  stand  away  from  the  pul¬ 
pit,  towards  the  front  of  the  center  aisle 
and  talk  in  a  direct  manner  to  the  congre¬ 
gation,  maintaining  eye  contact.  Thus, 
holding  attention  was  no  problem,  and  it 
gave  me  instant  knowledge  of  the 
reaction  of  the  hearers.  This  turned  out 
to  be  a  much  more  inspiring  way  to 
preach  for  all  concerned. 

It  seemed  to  me  a  way  to  recognize 
people.  A  sense  of  Christian  family,  care 
and  concern  need  to  be  established 
before  effective  worship  can  take  place. 
We  have  a  time  of  Christian  greetings 
and  sharing  right  after  the  prelude  is 
finished.  Visitors  are  identified  and 
welcomed.  Announcements  or  “praise 
the  Lord”  type  sharing  takes  place.  The 
congregation  stands  and  shakes  hands 
with  each  other.  Most  of  the  choir  comes 
down  out  of  the  choir  loft  also,  to  greet 
others  at  worship.  Then  the  service  gets 
underway  and  takes  on  a  more  formal 
and  structured  aspect. 

We  use  contemporary  music.  In  the 
summer  we  use  “Let’s  Just  Praise  the 
Lord”  or  “Alleluia”  for  the  Call  to 
Prayer  and  “God  is  So  Good”  after  the 
Benediction.  These  are  all  sung  by  the 
congregation.  Occasionally,  we  have  a 
hymn  sing,  when  people  may  choose 
their  favorite  hymns.  The  hymn  sing  is 
led  by  a  member  of  the  congregation. 
Sometimes  we  have  used  popular 
choruses,  such  as  “Jesus,  Jesus,  Jesus” 
or  “He  Touched  Me^”  However,  we  re¬ 
serve  that  type  of  music  for  our  Praise 
and  Prayer  Service  on  Sunday  evenings. 

The  service  is  more  evangelistic.  Ser- 


Paul  Holland 

mons  on  social  concerns  and  con¬ 
temporary  problems  in  Christian  living 
are  still  included.  There  is  sometimes  a 
very  definite  call  for  commitment  to 
accept  Christ  as  Saviour  in  a  personal 
way.  The  call  to  discipleship  and  invi¬ 
tation  to  become  a  member  of  the  church 
is  given  on  a  frequent  basis.  The  sermons 
have  become  more  Bible  centered,  and 
pew  Bibles  are  used  in  the  service  of 
worship.  These  were  purchased  through 
Cokesbury.  The  page  number  is  given 
with  the  scripture,  and  the  congregation 
participates  in  the  readings  from  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  each  Sunday 
morning.  During  Lent,  each  Sunday  a 
personal  testimony  was  offered  telling 
how  Christ  had  changed  someone’s  life 
and  the  good  results  that  have  been 
brought  about  by  one’s  commitment  to 
Christ.  An  opportunity  for  prayer 
requests  from  the  congregation  is  given 
just  before  the  pastoral  prayer  is  offered. 
At  almost  all  services,  there  has  been 
response  to  this  opportunity. 

The  service  of  worship  should  be  a 
joyful  experience.  An  opportunity  is 
given  for  “praise  the  Lord”  sharing  by 
the  people.  Answered  prayers  are  re¬ 
joiced  over  together.  I,  as  pastor,  do  not 
feel  it  is  a  sin  to  laugh  in  church,  and  I  try 
to  incorporate  some  humor  in  the  sermon 
where  and  when  I  feel  it  is  appropriate. 
We  applaud  golden  wedding  anniversa¬ 
ries  and  other  triumphs  of  life.  As  the 
body  of  Christ,  we  celebrate  together. 

People  feel  that  the  church  is  friendly, 
where  before  it  was  considered  some¬ 
what  cold  and  unfriendly.  Visitors  are 
called  by  telephone  by  the  pastor  on 
Sunday  afternoon  to  say  we  were  glad  to 
have  them  worship  with  us  and  hope  they 
will  come  back.  Lay  teams  also  visit 
from  the  church.  These  have  been  pre¬ 
viously  trained  through  a  course  taught 
by  the  pastor  entitled  “Evangelism  Ex¬ 
plosion,”  the  Coral  Ridge  program  for 
lay  witness  by  D.  James  Kennedy. 

If  we  believe  worship  to  be  the  heart¬ 
beat  of  the  Body  of  Christ  —  the  place  we 
can  touch  and  say  this  is  the  church  alive 
and  gathered  in  praise  and  communica¬ 
tion  to  God  —  it  should  have  the  utmost 
concern  of  pastors  and  laymen.  Let  us  be 
open  to  experiment  and  change.  Each 
church  must  find  its  own  means  to  vital 
worship.  How  exciting  to  feel  I  have  been 
in  the  presence  of  God  and  shared  this 
experience  in  a  loving  way  with  my 
fellow  Christians  at  worship. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor^  jhe  Re y,  JRoul 
E.  Holland,  is  pastor  oL.  Valley  Vista 
UMC  in  Denver,  Colorado  (ftoc&y 
Mountain  Annual  Conference) . 


Growth  of  non-Christian  religions  brings  concern 


To  the  Editor: 

It  seems  that  nearly  every  day  I  either 
hear  or  read  about  something  that  adds 
to  a  concern  that  I  have  had  for  several 
years.  Several  days  ago  I  read  about  an 
attempt  by  “The  Unification  Church 
Universal”  (the  Moonies)  to  buy 
complete  control  of  a  bank  in  New  York 
City.  That  made  me  decide  that  I  had 
better  express  my  concern  to  see  if  it  is 
justified. 

This  is  not  to  imply  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  not  growing,  for  I 
know  that  it  is.  I  also  know  that  our 
church  has  many  missionaries  in  foreign 
lands  who  are  constantly  bringing  new 
converts  into  our  church.  My  concern 
simply  is  that  it  is  more  and  more 
evident  that  other  religions,  who  do  not 
accept  Jesus  as  their  Savior,  are  growing 
rapidly  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  all 
over  the  world.  I  read  a  short  time  ago 
that  the  Muslims  are  going  to  build  a  $20 
million  mosque  in  New  York  City.  The 
Bahai  Faith  has  had  a  multi-million 
dollar  temple  in  Wilmette,  Illinois,  for 
years.  I  could  go  on  and  on,  such  as  the 
increasing  growth  of  the  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses,  the  Christian  Scientists,  the 
Mormons  and  many  other  sects.  It  is 
their  right  to  worship  as  they  wish,  of 
course.  However,  my  concern  is  that 
they  have  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
trained  disciples  out  every  day  spreading 
their  beliefs,  whereas  our  church  must 
rely  on  a  comparatively  few  trained 
ministers  who  seldom  have  the  time  to 
concentrate  on  individuals. 

I  have  always  been  a  Methodist,  and  I 
am  proud  of  the  worldwide  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  our  church.  However,  I  have 
never  heard  of  a  program  that  was 
offered  either  in  our  Sunday  Schools  for 
general  study  or  to  the  general  congre¬ 
gations  for  evening  study  that  would 
train  us  to  talk  intelligently  to  these  dis¬ 
ciples  from  other  religions  whenever  we 
are  contacted.  Also,  when  we  meet  a 
person  or  persons  who  need  spiritual 
guidance,  most  of  us  are  forced  to  call 
our  church  office  about  them  instead  of 
being  able  to  help  them  ourselves. 

I  have  felt  completely  lost  when  I  have 
been  confronted  by  a  member  of  one  of 
the  sects  who  has  tried  to  convince  me 
that  his  religion  is  founded  on  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  a  man  who  came  later  than 
Jesus  Christ  and  therefore  these  new 
teachings  are  replacing  ours.  I  know  that 
the  Islamfaith,  Bahaifaith,  the 
“moonies.”  and  I  believe  the  Mormons 
firmly  believe  this.  We  abhor  such 
claims;  but  how  are  we  lay  people  to  con¬ 
tradict  these  emissaries  without  having 
had  sufficient  training? 

This  is  the  real  crux  of  my  concern.  If 
nothing  is  already  available,  I  would  like 


to  see  a  series  published  for  use  as  a 
study  in  all  age  groups  for  several 
months  each  year,  possibly  at  the  same 
time  so  that  children  and  parents  can  dis¬ 
cuss  the  points  learned  each  week.  These 
same  courses  would  also  be  used  for 
evening  study  groups  for  those  who  do 
not  attend  Sunday  School.  These  courses 
would  present  the  facts,  comparing  our 
Christian  doctrines  step  by  step  with  the 
beliefs  as  are  being  exploited  by  these 
present  day  sects. 

We  could  then  defend  our  doctrines 
when  need  be  intelligently  and  very  like¬ 
ly  save  many  who  could  later  become 
converts  to  these  sects.  Our  force  of 
“Christian  Soldiers”  would  increase  in 
number  greatly  each  year.  I,  for  one, 
volunteer  for  service  as  soon  as  I  have 
been  schooled. 

G.  Edward  Bedinger 
Lake  Wales,  Florida 

‘Such  is  the  kingdom’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  “Junior  Church,"  I  am 
opposed  to  it  (TM/UMR  letters, 
September  21). 

Yes, .  children  do  sometimes  distract 
mother  and  dad  from  hearing  what  the 
preacher  has  to  say  and  parents  do  need 
to  hear  the  word  of  God,  but  let  us 
remember  Jesus  said,  “Suffer  little 
children  and  forbid  them  not,  to  come 
unto  me;  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.”  (Matthew  19:14). 

Mrs.  Robert  L.  Smith 
Harrisonville,  Missouri 

Different  messages 

To  the  Editor : 

The  cliche  “the  truth  hurts”  applies  to 
your  October  19  editorial  about  the 
Pope’s  message.  That  was  not  the  one 
that  millions  of  Americans  heard. 

You  wrote  that  the  Pope’s  two  themes 
were  (1)  materialism  and  (2)  consump¬ 
tion  of  natural  resources.  I  heard  his 


strong  pro-life  message  against  abortion, 
homosexuality  and  divorce. 

Olga  Fairfax 
Wheaton,  Maryland 

Like  a  child  . . . 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  article  in  TM/UMR  paper 
quoted  a  church  leader  as  stating  “that 
conservative  churches  are  growing  be¬ 
cause  people  are  scared  and  want  simple 
answers.” 

The  ideas  of  a  Jesus-centered,  Bible- 
led  life  may  sound  easy.  But  I  believe 
,  many  people  have  found  meaning  in  the 
challenge  of  living  as  God’s  word  leads 
because  it  really  works.  If  you  do  not 
know  what  I  mean,  then  rise  to  the  chal¬ 
lenge,  today,  and  begin  a  great  adven¬ 
ture!  Begin  by  believing  in  Jesus,  and 
making  the  decision  that  from  now  on. 
He  will  be  in  charge  of  your  life.  It’s  as 
simple  as  becoming  like  a  child  .  .  . 

Beth  Klein 

Marshall’s  Creek,  Pennsylvania 

‘Alternatives’  address 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the  recent  arti¬ 
cle  on  Bob  Kochtitzky  and  his  “Alterna¬ 
tive  Christmas”  (TM/UMR,  October  19). 
I  loaned  my  last  one  and  it  has  not  come 
back.  Please  include  his  address  in  the 
next  issue  so  I  and  many  others  can  get 
his  book.  Thank  you.  j  l  Butler 

Alamo,  California 
Editor’s  Note:  Mr.  Kochtitzky’s  ad¬ 
dress  is:  Alternatives,  4274  Oaklawn 
Drive,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  39206. 

Pengion  plan  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  General  Board  of  Pensions  plan  to 
be  presented  to  the  General  Conference 
in  1980  (see  TM/UMR,  February  23  and 
August  31)  asks  the  churches  to  use 
current  expense  monies  and  apportion¬ 
ments  for  INVESTMENT  purposes.  This 


is  improper,  unethical  and  a  misuse  of 
the  offerings  of  our  people.  In  our  free¬ 
will  offerings  we  give  to  the  church  for 
the  ongoing  programs  and  not  for  sav¬ 
ings  or  investment  funds. 

On  the  other  hand  our  churches  part¬ 
icipate  enthusiastically  in  crusades  for 
capital  funds  which  do  not  involve 
current  expense  budgets.  In  these  special 
campaigns  the  objective  is  clearly 
stated.  This  is  the  way  we  should  provide 
money  for  investment  purposes,  the 
income  from  which  will  be  used  to  help 
pay  the  benefits  to  our  retired  ministers. 

For  instance,  in  our  New  York  Annual 
Conference  the  income  from  capital 
funds  provides  60  percent  of  the  cost  of 
claims.  The  balance  should  be  paid 
directly  through  apportionments,  not  by 
“fuhding.”  Instead,  the  plan  calls  for 
setting  up  a  fund  in  an  investment  port¬ 
folio  requiring  16  times  as  much  money. 
This  is  the  reason  the  “unfunded  Lia¬ 


bility”  of  the  churches  exceeds  $542 
million.  Then,  since  such  a  fund  cannot 
be  raised  all  at  once,  we  are  asked  to 
amortize  it  over  a  period  of  26  to  40  years. 
In  effect,  the  1980  plan  is  to  form  an 
"insurance  company”  which  benefits  the 
rich  and  burdens  the  average  church  and 
minister;  it  provides  larger  retirement 
benefits  for  ministers  serving  the 
wealthier  churches. 

How  foolish,  especially  at  a  time  when 
the  earnings  from  investments  are  so 
much  less  than  the  rate  of  inflation. 

It  is  time  for  the  members  of  the 
annual  conferences  to  meet  with  their 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference  and 
to  call  a  halt  to  this  raid  on  the  churches’ 
current  expense  budgets  before  we  are 
led  into  financial  ruin  and  spiritual  chaos 
because  we  have  become  a  big  business 
instead  of  a  servant  church. 

Charles  W.  Lee 

Westhampton  Beach,  New  York 


Mother  may  not  fc>e  nearby,  but  attention  and  love  surround  this  child 
in  the  new  day-care  facilities  of  the  Houchen  Community  Center  in  El 
Paso.  Tex.  More  than  100  children,  some  as  young  as  three  weeks,  others 
as  old  as  12  years,  spend  their  days  in  the  cheerful  center  while  their 
mothers  are  at  work,  looking  for  work,  attending  school  or  enrolled  in 
work-training  programs.  Houchen  Center  enables  these  mothers  to  keep 
their  families  together  with  dignity  and  with  self-esteem.  A  staff  that  is 
predominantly  bilingual  communicates  with  the  children  in  English  and 
Spanish.  This  helps  prepare  them  for  future  entry  into  public  schools. 

Funds  are  needed  to  assure  the  continuance  of  this  im¬ 
portant  ministry. 
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Share  your  love  through  a  gift  today. 
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Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
National  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York.  N  Y  10027 
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Cambodia 
aid  sought 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  A  $2  million  special 
appeal  for  food  and  medicines  for 
•  Cambodia  was  issued  last  week  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR). 

The  appeal  for  funds  and  the 
recommendation  that  local  churches 
receive  a  special  offering  for  this 
purpose  between  Nov.  18  and  Christ¬ 
mas,  was  authorized  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
and  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Harry  Haines,  UMCOR 
executive. 

Dr.  Haines  said  the  $2  million 
United  Methodist  appeal  is  part  of  a  $5 
million  commitment  made  by  Church 
World  Service  (CWS),  the  relief  arm 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ,  to  the  war-brutalized 
Southeast  Asian  nation. 

A  six-member  Church  world 
Service  team  has  just  returned  from  a 
two-week  trip  to  Cambodia  to 
negotiate  arrangements  with  the 
government  for  the  relief  effort.  (See 
report  elsewhere  on  this  page. ) 

“Church  World  Service  has  full 
permission  to  operate  in  Cambodia 
and  has  already  landed  two  major  air 
cargo  loads  into  Phnom  Penh.  Barges 
carrying  1,200  tons  of  rice  are  due  to 
start  unloading  at  the  harbor  of 
Kampong  Som,"said  Dr.  Haines. 


ARANY APRATHET,  Thailand  —  A  long  line  of  Cambodian  refugees  await  their 
turn  for  food  at  AranyaprathetCamp  in  Thailand.  reijgious news service  photo 


By  UM  bishop 


Cambodia  compared  to  Holocaust 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 


ATLANTA  —  “  ‘Holocaust’  is  an  appro¬ 
priate  term  to  describe  what  1  saw  in 
Cambodia,”  said  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  on  his  return  here 
after  two  weeks  traveling  with  a  Church 
World  Service  negotiating  team  on 
behalf  of  U.S.  Protestant  churches. 

The  bishop  told  TM/UMR  that  his  most 
vivid  impression  is  of  having  seen  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  “the  unleashing  of  a  demonic 
power  so  utterly  irrational  and  de¬ 
structive  and  absurd”  as  to  be  beyond 
comprehension.  The  Minnesota  Area 
bishop  is  currently  here  at  Emory 
University  on  a  study  leave. 

"We  were  able  to  open  the  doors  for 
Church  World  Service  to  send  in  material 
aid,  specifically  medicines  and  food. 
That  was  our  main  objective  as  well  as 
exploring  possibilities  for  long  range  re¬ 
habilitation  work,”  reported  the  bishop, 
who  is  chairperson  of  the  denomination's 
world-wide  relief  agency,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR).  “It  will  take  years  to  rebuild 
that  country." 

No  stranger  to  the  capital  city  of 
Phnom  Penh,  the  bishop  said  he  was 
“eager”  to  see  the  city  again  after 
having  been  in  “the  very  beautiful  city  of 
600,000”  13  years  ago. 

Today,  he  said,  “Phnom  Penh  is  a  city 
in  shambles.  Buildings  are  gutted  across 
the  city.  There  are  no  public  services 
except  for  occasional  electricity.  No 
water,  no  garbage  collection,  no  street 
lights.  Many  areas  of  the  city  are  com- 


Financial  breakthrough  occurs 
for  UM  school  in  Alaska 

ANCHORAGE  —  A  new  lease  on  life 
has  been  given  to  the  financially  troubled 
United  Methodist-related  Alaska  Pacific 
University  here  with  a  quarter  of  a  mil¬ 
lion  dollar  grant  that  could  increase  to 
$750,000. 

The  M.  J.  Murdock  Charitable  Trust  of 
Vancouver,  Wash.,  made  the  outright 
grant  of  $250,000  and  pledged  another 
$250,000  if  the  school  can  raise  an  equal 
amount,  university  officials  announced 
last  month. 

“We  want  the  many  United  Methodists 
who  have  supported  us  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  and  through  direct  gifts  to 
be  aware  of  this  breakthrough,”  Donald 
B.  Ward,  vice-president,  told  TM/UMR. 
“Their  future  gifts  are  no  longer  in  the 
survival  category.  We  can  now  proceed 
with  the  business  of  developing  a  great 
university  of  the  future,”  he  said. 
Record  sales  reported  by  UM 
Publishing  House 
NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Record  sales 
and  near-record  net  income  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  July  31,  1979,  were  reported 
here  Oct.  30-31  during  the  semi-annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Publication, 
governing  body  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House. 

President  and  Publisher  John  E. 
Procter  reported  sales  at  $48.4  million, 
an  increase  of  $1,086,279  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  year;  and  net  income  slightly  more 
than  $2  million,  an  increase  of  $641,117 
over  the  previous  year. 

Combined  editorial,  operating  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  expenses  amounted  to  $20  9 
million  an  increase  of  only  $382,714. 

The  board  approved  an  allocation  of 
$800,000  from  its  net  income  to  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  pension  program,  $200,000 


Classified 

TWO  STAFF  POSITIONS:  Director  of  Christian 
Education  and  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  for 
growing  1,200  member  congregation  university 
community  Send  resume  with  three  references  to 
Rev  Robert  Robinson.  FUMC.  Box  263. 
Nacogdoches.  TX  75961  Telephone  ( 214 )  564  R30B 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  and  Youth  Director  Two 
positions  available  Training  in  Christian  Education 
required  Experience  desired.  Church  has  2.500 
members,  great  staff  and  excellent  facilities  Salarv 
negotiable  Contact:  Mrs  Tov  F  Reid.  PO  Box 
1346,  Kingsport,  TN  37662  (  615  )  247  4977 


pletely  barricaded.  We  stayed  in  the  only 
operable  hotel  —  along  with  bats  and  rats 
—  and  ate  food  brought  in  from  Vietnam. 

“The  cathedral  at  the  center  of  the  city 
is  simply  smashed  and  lies  in  rubble. as 
do  many  large  buildings. 

“People  are  coming  back  to  the  city 
when  the  government  permits  them  to 
re-enter  for  specific  purposes.  Gone  also, 
are  systems  of  transportation  and  trucks 
for  distribution  of  supplies  brought  in 
from  the  outside  world.  UNICEF  is 
planning  to  bring  in  some  50  trucks  for 
that  purpose,”  the  bishop  said. 

City  ‘evacuated’ 

The  city  with  a  population  bloated  to  2 
million  in  1975,  was  “evacuated"  when 
the  Pol  Pot  regime  overthrew  the  Lon 
Nol  government.  Pol  Pot  set  out  to  de¬ 
stroy  every  vestige  of  Westernization  in 
the  nation  and  sought  to  drive  everybody 
back  to  the  country  and  to  a  peasant  life, 
“  a  scheme  that  has  utterly  destroyed  the 
country,”  Bishop  Clymer  said.  The  de¬ 
struction  included  eliminating  almost  all 
of  the  nation’s  doctors;  onlyv56  of  500 
survived.  “People  threw  away  their  eye 
glasses  because  they  were  symbolic  of 
Western  influence.” 

The  bishop  said,  “Pol  Pot  can  only  be 
understood  in  terms  of  the  Red  Guard 
movement  in  China,  which  he  appears  to 
have  admired.  It  seems  utter  madness.” 

The  relief  agency  leader  said  he  talked 
to  a  young  woman  and  others  who  have 
lived  through  the  last  four  years  by  get¬ 
ting  rid  of  their  eye  glasses,  pretending 
they  were  uneducated,  hiding,  and  pre- 


more  than  it  contributed  last  year.  The 
UM  “Book  of  Discipline”  stipulates  that 
net  income  be  given  to  the  pension 
program  after  provision  for  adequate 
reserves  for  the  efficient  operation  of  the 
business,  reasonable  growth  and  ex¬ 
pansion. 

Churches  join  forces 
to  resettle  refugees 

WILL  COUNTY,  III.  —  In  what  may  be 
the  first  refugee  resettling  effort  un¬ 
dertaken  by  a  cluster  of  United 
Methodist  churches,  eight  churches  of 
the  Peotone  cluster  here  have  combined 
their  efforts  to  sponsor  a  Southeast  Asian 
refugee  family. 

The  clmrehes,  with  a  combined  mem¬ 
bership  of  2,500  are  selling  “Shares  of 
Life”  at  $10  per  share  to  fund  the  family 
—  Ly  Cam  Pau,  his  wife  and  their  two 
young  daughters  who  arrived  at 
Chicago’s  O’Hare  Airport  July  20  with 
one  suitcase. 

Shareholders  receive  a  certificate 
noting  the  principle  reasons  why  the 
cluster  had  accepted  the  sponsorship  of 
the  family.  The  first  one  is:  “God  through 
Christ  calls  us  to  reflect  the  love  that  He 
has  for  us  by  loving  our  fellow  humans.  ’ 

UM  missionary  comments  on 
South  Korean  situation 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  “I  am  delighted 
Park  Chung  Hee  is  out  of  the  picture  in 
Korea,”  said  the  Rev.  Gene  Matthews, 
United  Methodist  missionary  working  in 
Seoul.  “However,  so  many  people  in 
government  there  are  philosophically  as 
bad  as  Park  that  so  long  as  they  remain 
in  power,  I  atn  not  terribly  hopeful  about 
prospects  for  the  future." 

Reached  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  where  he 
is  staying  while  on  furlough.  Mr.  Mat¬ 
thews  told  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  he  regretted  Mr  Park. 
South  Korean  leader  recently  shot,  had  to 
be  killed.  “I,  as  a  Christian  minister,  do 
not  approve  of  killing.”  Yet  he  noted. 
“Park  has  been  a  terrible  force  all 
along.” 

Asked  whether'lhe  new  acting  pres¬ 
ident  was  any  improvement.  Mr.  Mat¬ 
thews  said,  ** It  political  prisoners  are  re¬ 
leased.  if  emergency  decrees  which  have 
been  in  effect  for  four  years  are  abol¬ 
ished.  if  a  new  constitution  is  written  re¬ 
turning  democratic  rights  to  the  people, 
that  would  be  a  sign  of  a  better  day  . " 


tending  they  were  illiterate. 

In  the  course  of  the  four  years,  the 
population  of  seven  to  eight  million  was 
decimated  to  four  million  by  alleged  exe¬ 
cutions  and  starvation. 

“People  have  been  running.  They  are 
not  able  to  plant  crops.  This  year  it  is  es¬ 
timated  20  percent  of  the  arable  land  is 
being  tilled.  Not  only  do  people  live  in 
fear,  but  there  is  little  manpower.  Of¬ 
ficials  claim  that  70  percent  of  the  village 
populations  are  widows. 

“One  sees  very  few  children  between 
the  ages  of  one  and  five;  those  born  have 
not  survived.  There  have  been  no  schools 
in  operation  for  four  years,”  Bishop 
Clymer  said. 

In  Phnom  Penh  the  team  met  with  the 
President  Heng  Samrin  and  the  Minister 
of  Health,  “who  gave  us  a  list  of  needs.  ” 
Asked  about  his  impressions  of  the 
president,  the  bishop  said,  “there  is  no 
doubt  that  he  is  a  puppet  of  Vietnam.  He 
impressed  us  as  a  person  who  is  intent 
upon  demonstrating  the  control  of  the 
present  regime.  We  did  not  consider  him 
to  be  a  person  of  strong  leadership 
stature.  He  spent  a  great  deal  of  time 
berating  UNICEF  and  the  Red  Cross  for 
‘feeding  the  enemy’  and  sending  food  to 
Pol  Pot  people.  But  despite  the  rhetoric, 
UNICEF  and  Red  Cross  supplies  con¬ 
tinue  to  flow  into  Phnom  Penh,  officials 
of  these  agencies  told  us.  ” 

Relief  efforts 

Church  World  Service  will  coordinate 
its  relief  efforts  with  UNICEF  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  “The  country 
is  so  ravaged  that  the  government 
simply  could  not  handle  a  hundred  dif¬ 
ferent  agencies  working  separately,”  he 
said. 

Because  Cambodia  is  dominated  by 
Vietnam  —  since  the  Heng  Samrin 
government  was  installed  by  Soviet-sup¬ 
ported  Vietnamese  forces  —  the  relief 
team  went  through  Hanoi  and  Ho  Chi 
Minh  City  both  to  enter  Cambodia  and  on 
their  return.  They  met  with  Vietnamese 
officials,  including  the  premier,  in  Hanoi. 

“Vietnam’s  view  is  that  their  incursion 
into  Cambodia  was  a  tragic  necessity 
because  Pol  Pot  was  engaged  in  genocide 
—  fueled  by  China  —  and  somebody  had 
to  stop  it.  And  they  had  their  own  borders 
to  protect  from  China,”  he  said. 

The  bishop  said  he  didn’t  view  Viet¬ 
nam’s  motives  as  completely 
“altruistic”  but  given  the  choice  between 
the  present  government  in  Phnom  Penh 
and  Pol  Pot,  he  said  he  preferred  the 
present  government. 

Of  religious  life,  he  said  there  is  no  Pro¬ 
testant  community  nor  Roman  Catholic 
leadership  left  in  Cambodia  “that  we 
could  detect,  although  neither  were  ever 
strong.  Cambodia’s  people  are  nearly  all 
Buddhists.” 

But  in  Vietnam,  the  bishop  said,  the 
church  “while  severely  limited,  con¬ 
tinues  a  life  of  worship  and  education.” 
He  reported  that  masses  and  Protestant 
services  he  attended  in  Ho  Chi  Minh  City 
were  well  attended  with  younger  people 
in  the  majority. 

Whew!  27  hours,  14 
minutes  of  ping-pong 

ST.  JOHNS,  Ohio  (EP)  -  A  United 
Methodist  minister  in  this  small  West 
Central  Ohio  community  has  found  a 
unique  way  to  raise  money  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  Churchwide  Disas¬ 
ter  Appeal 

The  Rev.  Larry  Swaisgood  played 
ping  pong.  For  27  hours  and  14  minutes 
he  played  and  raised  nearly  $400 
which  will  be  turned  over  to  UMCOR 
to  aid  the  victims  of  last  spring's 
tornados  and  floods  in  Oklahoma, 
Texas,  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  The 
money  came  from  donations  and 
pledges  for  each  hour  of  ping  pong 
played.  During  the  27  hours  Mr. 
Swaisgood  played  184  games  against 
30  opponents  and  won  133  of  the 
games .  many  while  sitting  in  a  chair 


the  church  today 


Rights  claimed  eroding 

Church ,  press  tackle  First  Amendment  issues 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Like  two  apprehensive 
strangers  on  a  “blind  date,”  the 
"church”  and  the  “press”  got  together 
here  last  week  to  discuss  a  common 
legacy:  the  first  article  of  the  American 
“Bill  of  Rights." 

The  meeting  —  believed  to  be  the  first 
of  its  kind  since  the  U.S.  Congress  singled 
out  the  two  institutions  for  protection 
under  the  same  Constitutional 
amendment  188  years  ago  —  was  not 
primarily  for  the  purpose  of  studying 
"rights,”  however.  It  was  more  of  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  what  each  group  considers  to 
be  “wrongs"  —  recent  court  decisions 
which  they  claim  have  weakened  their 
Constitutional  protection. 

While  both  groups,  with  participants 
representing  major  churches  and  news¬ 
papers  throughout  the  country,  were 
skeptical  about  any  suggestion  that  they 
should  join  forces  to  “fight  for  their 
rights.”  each  did  call  for  the  other  to 
“speak  up"  when  any  First  Amendment 
right  is  threatened.  As  one  participant 
put  it:  “We  don’t  believe  it  is  appropriate 
for  the  church  to  become  too  friendly 
with  the  press  or  for  the  press  to  become 
too  friendly  with  the  church,  but  we  do 
have  some  common  problems  worth 
being  concerned  about.” 

During  two  keynote  speeches  and  three 
panel  discussions,  participants  here  Oct. 
30  identified  the  common  ground  of  the 
church  and  the  press:  (1)  Each  believes 
its  chief  responsibility  is  to  relate  the 
“truth”  —  a  task  neither  is  willing  for 
civil  government  to  tamper  with;  and  (2) 
each  feels  that  some  recent  decisions  by 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  have  unduly  en¬ 
croached  on  First  Amendment  rights. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols,  Pittsburgh  Area,  who  headed 
the  ecumenical  “church  panel,”  seemed 
to  sum  up  the  feelings  of  many  persons 
on  both  sides  when  he  said:  “Both  the 
church  and  the  press  have  been 
increasingly  concerned  about  how 
erosion  of  the  First  Amendment  has 
individually  affected  them.  It’s  time  that 
both  were  concerned  about  the  principle 
involved  in  all  First  Amendment  pro¬ 
tection  as  much  as  they  are  concerned 
about  their  own  dwindling  privileges.” 

Allen  H.  Neuharth,  chairman  of  the 
American  Newspaper  Publishers  Associ¬ 
ation  and  president  of  the  Gannett  news¬ 


paper  chain,  said  in  his  keynote  address 
that  the  press  has  been  “victimized"  in 
recent  years  by  “big  government" 
through  a  series  of  “anti-press”  rulings 
by  the  judicial  system.  He  specifically 
singled  out  Supreme  Court  rulings  which 
allow  judges  to  bar  the  press  (“and  thus, 
the  Dublic”)  from  pre-trial  hearings 
“where  85  percent  of  all  court  cases  are 
brought  to  resolution.” 

Mr.  Neuharth  also  decried  a  1978 
ruling  which  allows  police  to  make  un¬ 
announced  raids  on  newspaper  news¬ 
rooms  and  to  go  through  newspaper  files 
in  search  of  evidence  concerning  persons 
not  employed  by  or  connected  with  the 
newspaper.  He  called  upon  the  church  to 
recognize  such  rulings  as  more  than 
threats  to  freedom  of  the  press,  but 

“ Congress  shall  make  no 
law  respecting  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  religion,  or  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  free  exercise 
thereof ;  or  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the 
press;  or  the  right  of  the 
people  peaceably  to  as¬ 
semble,  and  to  petition  the 
government  for  redress  of 
grievances 

First  Amendmend  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 


the  individual  rights  of  all  citizens 
covered  under  the  First  Amendment. 

Dr.  William  P.  Thompson,  top  officer 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  in  a 
keynote  address  from  the  “religious  per¬ 
spective,”  joined  Mr.  Neuharth  in  his 
concern  about  “the  rights  of  all  people.” 
He  went  on  to  list  court  rulings  and 
government  activities  which  he  feels 
threaten  the  “religion  side"  of  the  First 
Amendment  protections. 

“We  must  protest  vigorously  the  grow¬ 
ing  tendency  of  government  to  distin¬ 
guish  between  ‘churches’  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  agencies,  institutions  and 
programs  created  by  churches  on  the 
other,”  Dr.  Thompson  said.  “The  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Constitution  must  extend  to 
both.” 

Dr.  Thompson  also  called  upon  persons 
concerned  about  First  Admendment 


rights  to  oppose  “the  progressively  nar¬ 
rower  definition  of  religion  appearing  in 
regulatory,  legislative  and  judicial 
decisions.”  He  warned  that  the  church 
Service  to  define  “church.” 

Not  everyone  at  the  conference  was 
stands  the  chance  of  being  defined  so 
narrowly  that  only  its  “private, 
sacerdotal  and  liturgical  aspects”  will  be 
protected  by  law. 

Concerning  specific  court  cases,  Dr 
Thompson  objected  to  a  recent  Supreme 
Court  decision  allowing  civil  courts  to 
determine  ownership  of  church  property 
“contrary  to  church  law,’’  the  seizure  by 
a  California  court  of  property  of  the 
Worldwide  Church  of  God  on  the  basis  of 
“allegations  of  a  schismatic  group,”  and 
attempts  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
sympathetic  to  the  charge  that  religious 
rights  are  being  eroded,  however.  Dr 
Michael  Perry,  a  professor  of  Constitu¬ 
tional  law  at  Ohio  State  University  said 
many  of  the  church's  complaints  are 
“just  self-serving  rhetoric.” 

"Institutional  religion  seems  to  want 
preferential  treatment,"  he  said.  "Pref¬ 
erential  treatment  is  not  guaranteed  by 
the  Constitution,  it  is  denied.  The  church 
seems  to  want  a  tax  break  and  then  to  be 
left  alone.  The  state  has  no  right  to 
underwrite  religion  with  tax  breaks.” 

Responding  to  a  statement  made  by 
one  of  the  church  representatives  that 
the  church  cannot  survive  ithout  pref¬ 
erential  tax  treatment.  Dr.  Perry  ques¬ 
tioned  the  theology  of  such  a  statement. 

“That’s  an  interesting  theological 
point  of  view.”  he  quipped.  "What  do  you 
think  it  says  about  your  theology  when 
you  say  a  tax  break  is  necessary  to  keep 
youafloat?” 

In  a  joint  panel  discussion  at  the  close 
of  the  all-day  session,  several  press 
representatives  questioned  the  validity 
of  "getting  too  close  to  the  church 
because  of  mutual  interests  ” 

Responding  to  charges  from  church 
representatives  that  the  press  has  not 
properly  covered  church-state  concerns, 
Osborn  Elliott,  dean  of  the  Columbia 
University  Graduate  School  of  Journa¬ 
lism,  agreed  that  coverage  of  religion  in 
general  has  been  inadequate,  but  pointed 
out  that  the  press  likewise  has  received 
little  support  in  its  struggles  from  "the 
pulpits  of  American  churches.”  He 
called  for  more  sensitivity  on  both  sides. 
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People  in  the  news 


Let  parents  be  parents 

The  most  effective  way  for  Chris¬ 
tian  parents  to  cope  with  TV  is  by 
being  better  parents,  says  Bob 
Kees,han.  TV’s  “Captain  Kangaroo.” 
Getting  parents  to  parent  is  difficult, 
he  says,  but  the  church  is  uniquely 
qualified  to  try.  “You  have  a  unique 
opportunity,  he  recently  told  a  church 
audience,  because  of  the  values  you 
share  to  let  parents  know  that  how 
they  use  TV  is  not  as  important  as  how 
they  parent  TV  is  not  going  to  be  a 
problem  in  the  home  where  the  parent 
is  a  parent." 

Handicapped  helps 

When  Randy  Roberts  heard  the 


•  ••• 

story  that  a  Liberian  national  mis¬ 
sionary  engaged  in  evangelistic  work 
was  severely  limited  in  getting 
around  because  he  was  handicapped. 
Randy  not  only  identified  with  him, 
but  he  gave  $1,250  so  the  missionary 
could  buy  a  specially  equipped  vehicle 
that  would  allow  him  to  drive  across 
his  vast  district.  Randy  is  himself  par¬ 
tially  paralyzed  from  an  accident  at 
work  six  years  ago.  He  says  he  was  so 
inspired  by  the  Liberian’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  missions  that  he  gave  the 
money  after  hearing  the  story  from 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  mis¬ 
sion  interpreter  in  residence,  the  Rev 
Tony  Fadely,  who  spoke  at  the  28- 
year-old’s  UM  church  in  Grapevine, 
Texas. 


Through  the  telephone 


Prayer  center  links  thousands 


By  JUDYELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  “I’d  like  to  ask  your 
prayers  .  .  .”  is  a  request  that  comes  to 
some  people  as  easily  as  saying,  “Hello.  ’ ’ 
For  others,  it  requires  great  effort  to  ask 
someone  to  join  in  their  joy  or  pain 
through  prayer. 

Nearly  5,000  people  across  the  U.S., 
Canada  and  Mexico  need  only  to  be 
asked,  however,  as  they  gather  in  387 
intercessory  prayer  groups  to  deal  with 
prayer  requests  received  by  the  Living 
Prayer  Center,  a  ministry  of  The  Upper 
Room  in  partnership  with  the  United 
Methodist  Men. 

And  people  are  asking.  A  small  staff 
and  more  than  100  volunteers,  working  in 
shifts,  take  more  than  110  prayer  re¬ 
quests  daily  at  the  center,  largely 
through  the  center  s  toll-free  WATS  tele¬ 
phone  line  (1-800-251-2468)  or  its  number 
for  persons  living  in  Tennessee  (call 
collect:  615-327-4673).  The  requests, 
which  are  taken  24  hours  a  day.  seven 
days  a  week,  are  then  relayed  to  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  three  prayer  covenant  groups. 
The  requests  are  also  left  in  the  Upper 
Room  Chapel  in  Nashville,  so  those 
visiting  the  chapel  may  offer  prayer  for 
specific  requests. 

Although  people  may  ask  for  someone 
to  pray  with  them  at  the  time  they  are 
phoning,  generally  the  requests  are 
routed  to  the  covenant  prayer  groups, 
which  is  what  makes  this  prayer  minis¬ 
try  unique,  according  to  the  Rev  Danny 
Morris,  director  of  The  Upper  Room's 
department  of  developing  ministries. 
"Our  prayer  ministry  is  the  only  one  I  am 
aware  of  with  this  type  of  covenant 
prayer  group  effort,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Morris  said  he  has  seen  some 
changes  in  requests  since  the  center 
opened  two  and  one-half  years  ago,  but 
the  number  one  request  is  the  same: 
healing  for  others.  In  a  single  recent 
month,  1,030  requests  were  received  for 
that  purpose.  Marital  and  family  rela¬ 
tionships,  which  used  to  get  the  fourth- 
highest  number  of  calls,  now  get  the 
second  highest,  he  noted. 


or  Toll  Free  1(800)-251  2468 

Other  requests  include  prayer  for  guid¬ 
ance,  strength,  spiritual  needs,  healing 
for  self,  mental  problems,  financial 
problems,  alcohol  and  drugs,  and 
salvation,  as  well  as  others. 

In  some  cases,  callers  will  notify  the 
center  of  answers  to  prayer;  in  other 
instances,  the  volunteers  and  staffers 
never  know  the  results  of  their  efforts  A 
seven-year-old  girl,  for  instance,  called 
one  day  when  Mr.  Morris  was  taking 
prayer  requests  and  asked  for  prayers 
that  she  would  learn  to  read.  A  critical 


case  —  and  one  in  which  many  covenant 
groups  were  called  —  was  a  72-year-old 
woman  whose  son  was  lost  in  the  snow.  In 
both  of  these  instances,  the  groups 
praying  never  knew  the  outcome. 

Other  callers,  however,  do  offer  what.* 
the  center  calls  “praise  reports,”  telling; 
how  prayers  were  answered.  Mr.  Morris; 
related  the  story  of  one  young  woman; 
who  called  the  center  and  explained  she; 
had  a  serious  drug  problem.  She  prayed; 
with  the  volunteer,  and  covenant  groups ; 
prayed  for  her  "That  was  a  turning  point ; 
for  her,”  Mr.  Morris  said.  "This  one  has; 
a  storybook  ending  —  she  got  straight-; 
ened  out,  and  is  now  married.” 

The  Living  Prayer  Center’s  reach  —  • 
which  includes  two  covenant  groups  in 
Canada  and  one  in  Mexico  —  now  ex¬ 
tends  also  to  Australia  and  Fiji. 

The  Living  Prayer  Center’s  WATS  line 
costs  $20,000  annually  and  is  borne  by  the 
United  Methodist  Men  as  one  of  its. 
national  projects.  They  also  work 
actively  to  encourage  appointment  of, 
prayer  advocates  at  conference,  district 
and  local  church  levels  to  encourage 
prayer  and  the  use  of  the  prayer  center. 
Prayer  covenant  groups  become  char¬ 
tered  with  The  Upper  Room  following  a  • 
preparatory  study . 


President 

Garrett  Evangelical  Seminary 

Garrett  Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  invites  applications  and  nominations  for  the 
position  of  President  of  the  Seminary. 

The  President  is  the  chief  administrative  officer  of  the  Seminary  and  has  ultimate 
responsibility  for  the  formulation  and  achievement  of  objectives  which  carry  out  the 
mission  of  the  institution  The  complexity  of  the  President’s  role  requires  that  the  position 
be  filled  by  a  man  or  woman  of  diverse  interests  and  abilities  A  candidate  miEt  be 
ordained  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

G  ETS  is  a  fully-accredited  graduate  school  of  theology  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
founded  in  1853  and  situated  on  the  lakeshore  campus  of  Northwestern  University  in 
Evanston.  Illinois,  in  the  Chicago  metropolitan  area  With  a  student  body  of  304  and  a 
fulltime  faculty  of  28.  the  Seminary  offers  professional  Master  of  Christian  Education 
degrees.  Doctor  of  Ministry  degrees  for  practicing  ministers,  and.  in  conjunction  with 
Northwestern  University,  programs  leading  to  the  M  A  and  Ph  D  degrees 

The  deadline  for  applications  and  nominations  is  January  5. 1980 

Please  address  correspondence  to: 

Chairperson.  Presidential  Search  Committee 
Post  Office  Box  1031 
Evanston.  Illinois 60204 

Gorrftl-Evongfticol  Theological  Seminary  is  an  affirmative  ncfinn  equal  opportunity  employer 
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Religious  coalition  pledges  support 
for  ‘targets’  of  anti-abortionists 


Churches’  global  warehouse  bustles 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Sta  ff  Writer 

NEW  WINDSOR,  Md.  -  The  quaint 
red-brick  and  white-frame  houses  lining 
the  streets  of  this  charming  antique  town 
of  1.000  population  scarcely  prepare  one 
for  the  epic  proportions  of  the  activities 
at  the  Church  World  Service  Center  just 
past  Main  Street. 

This  modest  country  community  60 
miles  north  of  Washington,  DC.,  sees 
more  than  35,000  visitors  and  volunteers 

—  as  well  as  refugee  families  waiting  for 
sponsors  —  welcomed  to  the  Center  each 
year.  They  also  may  see  a  small  fleet  of 
semi-trailer  trucks  and  freight  train  cars 
loaded  with  bales  of  clothing  or  blankets 
or  medical  supplies  —  valued  at  $11.9 
million  in  1978  —  shipped  from  their  little 
town  to  places  all  around  the  globe. 

Concentrated  on  a  26-acre  converted 
college  campus,  the  Church  Service 
Center  is  officially  called  the  "New 
Windsor  Center.”  Located  here  are: 

•  A  medical  warehouse  for  supplies 
bound  for  mission  hospitals  and  clinics  — 
sometimes  called  “the  world’s  biggest 
drugstore”; 

•  A  disaster  relief  operation  with  sup¬ 
plies  stockpiled  for  delivery  within  hours 
to  any  place  overseas  or  in  the  U.S. ; 

•  A  used  clothing  processing  center 
that  works  through  25,000  pounds  per 
day; 

•  The  headquarters  and  warehouse  for 
a  Third  World  self-help  handicrafts 
import  and  marketing  operation  ; 

•  A  bustling  conference  and  retreat 
center; 

•  A  food  service  supplying  85  “Meals- 
on-Wheels”  to  shut-ins  and  150  meals  to  a 
Senior  Citizen’s  Center  each  weekday. 

In  addition,  there  are  regional  offices 
for  CROP  (community  relief  service) 

Editorial 
policy  set 
for  TM/UMR 

**  TM  /UMR  Sta  ff  Specia  1 

DALLAS  —  A  formalized  “Statement 
of  Editorial  Policy,”  describing  the 
purpose  of  “The  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter”  (TM/UMR)  to  be 
“to  report  on  concerns  of  the  church,  to 
interpret  news  of  the  church,  and  to 
promote  its  welfare,”  was  passed  here 
Nov.  1  by  the  newspaper’s  board  of 
directors. 

The  statement,  which  deals  with  the 
content  and  philosophy  behind  the 
production  of  TM/UMR’s  “inside.” 
general  church  news  and  opinion  pages, 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  board 
after  a  discussion  of  nearly  two  hours. 
Board  members  come  from  each  of  the 
41  annual  conferences  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  where  TM/UMR  conference  edi¬ 
tions  are  published. 

Content  of  the  newspaper,  the 
statement  said,  “should  reflect  truth, 
accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and 
significance,”  and  should  be  edited  with 
primarily  the  “active,  involved  lay 
reader  in  mind.” 

In  other  business,  the  board  —  which  is 
the  Newspaper  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  —  approved  a 
1980  budget  of  $3.2  million. 

The  council’s  Media  Division,  which 
provides  news  services  and  Church 
Resource  Systems  (CRS)  programs  for 
the  annual  conferences  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  announced  plans  to  offer  for  the 
first  time  its  CRS  services  to  annual 
conferences  outside  Texas  and  New 
Mexico. 

Dr.  Robert  L.  Robertson,  top  executive 
of  the  division,  said  it  is  hoped  that  the 
services  will  be  available  by  Jan.  1  1980 
The  services  include  discount  sales  of 
audio-visual  equipment  to  churches, 
circulation  of  the  division’s  quarterly 
publication  “CRS  Update,”  and  specific 
communications  training  programs 

The  council’s  Agency  Service  Division 

—  which  carries  on  advertising  agency 
type  functions  for  the  conferences  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  —  reported  that  it 
had  experienced  its  most  productive 
year  in  1979,  helping  in  the  development 
of  more  than  $20  million  in  financial 
programs  for  agencies  and  institutions  of 
the  church.  The  Rev.  Jack  McGee,  top 
executive  for  the  division,  predicted  that 
the  amount  is  expected  to  increase  to 
about  $26  million  in  1980. 


and  Heifer  Project,  International. 

“We’re  really  just  a  warehouse  down 
by  the  railroad  tracks,”  the  director  of 
Center  operations,  D.  Miller  Davis,  says, 
chuckling  over  this  masterpiece  of 
understatement.  “We  receive,  store, 
pack  and  ship  on  behalf  of  the  various 
agencies  for  which  we  work.” 

The  center,  operated  by  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  is  a  service  arm  of  Church 
World  Service  (CWS)  and  its  30  member 
agencies,  one  of  which  is  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
( UMCOR ) .  The  facilities  are  also  utilized 
by  Lutheran  World  Relief  and  the  Nation¬ 
al  Association  of  Evangelicals  as  a 
collection  and  shipping  center. 

Within  hours 

“When  a  disaster  strikes  anywhere  in 
the  world,  we  can  have  a  shipment  going 
within  hours,”  Mr.  Davis  told  TM/UMR. 
Church  World  Service  officials  in  New 
York  decide  on  the  appropriate  and 
immediate  response  —  which  normally  is 
to  send  blankets  and  water  purification 
tablets.  “We  get  the  supplies  moving 
either  to  an  airport  or  the  dock.” 

The  numbers  vary  but  TM/UMR  saw 
150,000  blankets  baled  in  a  semi-water¬ 
proof  covering  ready  for  shipment  in  the 
newest  building  —  a  65,000  sq.  foot  green 
warehouse  on  the  edge  of  the  campus.  A 
computerized  inventory  of  all  the  sup¬ 
plies  in  the  center  is  updated  continually 
so  immediate  answers  are  available 
about  what  and  how  much  is  on  hand 
when  a  disaster  happens  or  a  relief  situa¬ 
tion  develops. 

Blankets,  according  to  Center  officials, 
can  be  utilized  almost  anywhere  for  such 
needs  as  shelter,  ground  covering, 
temporary  garment  or  as  a  means  of 
keeping  warm.  A  New  Bedford.  Mass, 
manufacturer  produces  the  wool-blend 
blankets  in  bulk  for  CWS.  Mr.  Davis  said. 

Bales  of  clean,  used  clothing  also  await 
shipment  from  the  warehouse,  each 
labeled  for  men,  women,  children  or 
infants.  The  Center  is  currently  working 
its  way  through  a  clothing  commitment 
to  Brazil  with  two  million  pounds  of  light 
and  middleweight  clothing  yet  to  go. 
according  to  Bimmy  Little  of  the  CROP 
office.  “Clothing  for  men.  children  and 
infants  is  always  needed  the  most." 

640  clothing  depots 

The  clothing  is  picked  up  at  more  than 
640  depots  three  times  a  year  by  the  fleet 
of  CWS  trucks  along  the  East  Coast  and 
from  the  Nappanee,  Ind.  collection 
center.  Two  to  six  trailers  are  unloaded 
at  the  Center  each  week  with  25,000 
pounds  processed  each  day. 

A  converted  red-brick  gymnasium 
houses  the  clothing  processing  center. 
Sorters  —  some  full-time  paid  employees 
along  with  many  volunteers  —  prepare 
clothing  by  categories  for  baling. 

The  baler  compresses  the  clothing  — 
like  a  hay  baler  —  and  then  working  like 
a  sausage  stuffer  —  eases  the  bale  into  a 
semi- waterproof  casing.  The  machine, 
believed  to  be  one  of  a  kind,  was  first 
developed  by  H.  McKinley  Coffman, 
director  of  Service  Ministries  for  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  bales  are 
then  moved  to  the  warehouse. 

But  not  all  clothing  shipped  out  is  used; 
some  is  new.  Through  a  cut-garment  pro¬ 
gram,  material  is  obtained  in  wholesale 
quantities,  cut  out  to  size  on  long  tables  in 
another  building,  and  made  available  for 
church  groups  and  individuals.  They  are 
sewn  and  returned  to  the  Center  here  for 
distribution. 

Children’s  sweaters,  baby  blankets, 
and  baby  cap-and-sweater  sets  are  other 
projects  taken  on  by  church  and  indi¬ 
vidual  volunteers.  Ms.  Little  noted  the 
5,000  baby  blankets  recently  completed 
by  Virginia  conference  United  Meth¬ 
odists  as  an  example  of  the  love  and  care 
put  into  these  projects  although  those 
doing  the  work  do  not  know  who  will 
receive  them  or  how  they  will  be  cared 
for. 

Brochure  available 

(A  brochure  listing  the  above  projects 
of  the  Church  World  Service  Clothing 
Appeal  called  “Forget-Me-Knots  — 
things  to  do  and  share”  is  available  on 
request  from  regional  CROP  offices  or 
by  writing  CWS  Clothing  Appeal. 
Elkhart.  IN  46515). 

In  1978  more  than  three  million  pounds 
of  clothing  and  blankets  valued  at  $5.2 
million  were  shipped  from  New  Windsor 
on  behalf  of  American  Protestant 
churches.  Wherever  they  go  the  bales 
carry  on  them  the  symbols  of  the  cross 


and  clasped  hands  of  fellowship.  Alloca¬ 
tions  —  except  for  disasters  —  are  made 
on  the  basis  of  requests  from  CWS  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  different  regions  of  the 
world. 

Medical  mission  supplies 

About  one-third  of  the  65,000  sq.  ft. 
warehouse  built  in  1968  stores  donated 
drugs  and  hospital  supplies.  These  are 
collected  by  the  19-member  Interchurch 
Medical  Assistance,  Inc.  agency  for 
distribution  overseas  by  the  medical  mis¬ 
sions  and  relief  agencies  of  American 
Protestant  churches.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  a  member  of  the  group 
which  was  organized  in  1961  to  consoli¬ 
date  requests  for  donations  and  assure 
donors  of  careful  handling  of  all  supplies 
to  approved  hospitals  and  clinics  staffed 
by  qualified  personnel.  Donors  range 
from  pharmaceutical  firms  to  groups  to 
individual  doctors  and  dentists  offering 
their  office  equipment.  Whole  hospitals 
are  crated  and  ready  to  ship  into  an 
emergency  area.  During  1978,  $6.7  mil¬ 
lion  (wholesale  value)  of  supplies  were 
distributed. 

SERRV 

In  another  section  of  New  Windsor 
Center  is  the  SERRV  warehouse/head¬ 
quarters  where  handcrafted  items  pro¬ 
duced  overseas  by  refugees  or  by  self- 
help  groups  in  church-related  institutions 
fill  miles  of  shelves  awaiting  marketing 
in  the  U.S. 

SERRV  stands  for  “Sales  and  Ex¬ 
change  for  Refugee  Rehabilitation  Voca¬ 
tions”  and  is  a  non-profit,  self-supporting 
project. 

The  30-year  old  program  goes  back  to 
the  aftermath  of  World  War  II  when 
Church  of  the  Brethren  volunteers  in 
Europe  found  refugee  and  displaced 
artisans  eager  to  use  their  skills  but  who 
needed  a  market.  Today,  the  largest 
inventories  come  from  India,  Jordan. 
Hong  Kong,  Kenya  and  Thailand  and 
sales  have  grown  to  $1.5  million  annual¬ 
ly 

The  basic  purpose  of  SERRV  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  economic  self-help  to  artisans  by 
developing  markets  for  their  products 
and  by  offering  advice  on  items  best 
suited  to  the  U.S.  market. 

“We  estimate  that  an  average  of 
almost  half  of  the  retail  price  of  a 
SERRV  article  goes  to  the  producer.” 
said  William  P.  Nyce,  SERRV  director 
“From  the  beginning,  we  have  felt  that 
sales  should  be  based  on  the  quality  and 
uniqueness  of  the  handcrafts  rather  than 
on  appeals  to  sympathy  or  relieving 
guilt  in  relation  to  the  Third  World.” 

The  New  Windsor  Center  is  often  called 
“a  people  place”  and  this  seems  to  be  an 
appropriate  name.  Not  only  does  the 
Center  overflow  with  thousands  of  people 
each  year,  but  observers  have  noted  it 
also  connects  the  love  and  care  of  people 
for  each  other  around  the  globe  in  prac¬ 
tical  acts  of  compassion. 

Caucus  to  hire 
staff  executive 

MOUNT  PLEASANT.  Mich.  (UMC)  - 
Native  American  United  Methodist 
leaders,  meeting  here  Oct.  25-27, 
declared  that  what  they  envision  as  a 
continuing  involvement  in  issues  —  and 
strengthening  of  Indian  churches  —  will 
come  by  finding  funding  for.  and  employ¬ 
ing.  a  full-time  staff  executive. 

That  and  other  actions  followed  pre¬ 
sentation  to  the  Native  American  Inter¬ 
national  Caucus  of  needs,  issues  and 
challenges  to  Native  American  churches 
to  reach  out  beyond  themselves  in  mini¬ 
stry  and  involvement.  Though  no  vote 
was  taken,  caucus  members  affirmed 
one  speaker’s  statement  that  the 
“disease”  is  that  United  Methodism  and 
other  denominations  “have  yet  to  put 
Native  Americans  on  their  agenda"  and 
“symptoms”  are  seen  in  lack  of  funding, 
lack  of  communication  and  lack  of  staff. 

After  the  caucus  decided  to  seek  a  staff 
person,  they  agreed  a  full-time  executive 
and  a  part-time  secretary  would  cost 
about  $39,000  and  additional  funding 
would  be  needed. 

In  other  business,  the  UM  caucus 
responded  to  varied  needs  by  supporting 
UMs  and  other  Native  Americans  in 
issues  ranging  from  Indian  fishing  rights 
in  Michigan  to  acquiring  a  former  Army 
hospital  in  Los  Angeles  for  an  Indian 
health  center 


WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (UMC)  -  Reli¬ 
gious  leaders  supporting  the  right  of  indi¬ 
viduals  to  decide  about  abortion  declared 
here  Oct.  22  they  will  provide  help  for 
Congress  members  targeted  for  defeat 
by  anti-abortionists. 

The  Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights,  representing  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  agencies  and  13  other  denomi¬ 
nations  or  groups,  honored  several  pro- 
choice  lawmakers  at  a  breakfast  and 
issued  a  new  “Call  to  Commitment" 
signed  by  eight  bishops  and  a  score  of 
other  UM’s. 

Coalition  members  announced  plans  to 
accelerate  their  opposition  to  a  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  to  outlaw 
legal  abortions  and  to  other  proposals  to 
limit  abortion  rights.  The  latter  has  in¬ 
cluded  several  attempts,  some  success¬ 
ful,  to  attach  abortion  restrictions  to 
other  legislation. 

Response  from  one  member  of  Con¬ 
gress  indicated  a  welcome  for  the  coali¬ 
tion’s  election  support.  Rep.  Louis  Stokes 
of  Ohio,  a  United  Methodist,  reminded 
that  members  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  must  run  for  office  every  two 
years  and  that  many  of  them  then  face 
denunciation  from  pulpits  for  their  abor¬ 
tion  views. 

Church  leaders  who  spoke  at  the  break¬ 
fast  included  the  Rev.  Grover  C.  Bagbv, 
executive  of  the  UM  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  coalitiorl  chairperson  Mary 
Jane  Patterson  of  the  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church;  the  Rev.  Avery  Post, 
president  of  United  Church  of  Christ  ;  the 
Rev.  William  Lytle,  past  moderator  of 
United  Presbyterian  Church;  and  Albert 
Vorspan.  vice  president  of  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Congregations. 

‘Call  to  Commitment’ 

The  “Call  to  Commitment”  stressed 
the  signers’  respect  for: 

•  .  .  the.value  of  potential  of  human 
life;  we  do  not  take  the  question  of  abor¬ 
tion  lightly  .  .  .  (Our)  varying  viewpoints 
as  to  when  abortion  is  morally  justified 
.  .  .  lead  us  to  the  conviction  that  the 
abortion  decision  must  remain  with  the 
individual,  to  be  made  on  the  basis  of 
conscience  and  personal  religious  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  free  from  governmental 
interference.” 

•  “.  .  .  the  right  of  those  who  differ 
from  us  .  .  .  to  seek  to  persuade  others  Jo 
subscribe  to  that  point  of  view.  But  we 
are  unalterably  opposed  to  the  enact¬ 
ment  of  laws  which  would  impose  on  all 
Americans  a  particular  religious  doc¬ 
trine.” 

The  statement  projects  an  educational 
effort  through  churches  and  synagogues, 
stronger  counseling  through  religious 
institutions,  dealing  with  abortion  rights 
in  relationship  to  other  social  action 
issues,  “escalation  of  the  campaign  to 


oppose  a  constitutional  amendment,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  separation  of 
church  and  state,”  affirmation  of  the 
principle  of  ecumenism  allowing  for  dia¬ 
logue  even  in  disagreement. 

Among  the  United  Methodist  signers 
are  eight  bishops:  Joseph  H.  Yeakel. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

CHICAGO  —  More  than  100  persons  led 
by  a  small  group  of  United  Methodist 
laymen  and  ministers  launched  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  “Playboy  philosophy”  here 
on  the  front  doorstep  of  the  37 -story  Play¬ 
boy  magazine  headquarters  Oct.  22. 

Calling  themselves  the  Chicago  State¬ 
ment  Foundation,  Brad  Curl,  president, 
said  that  “citizens  who  believe  in  a 
strong  and  healthy  America  are  finally 
fed  up  with  the  destructive  effect  of  the 
Playboy  mentality  on  our  society.” 

Mr.  Curl  is  an  artist  from  Washington. 
D  C.  who.  out  of  his  private  devotional 
life  about  three  months  ago.  felt  called  to 
initiate  the  move  in  Chicago.  He  and 
another  Virginia  conference  layman. 
Stan  Roberts,  joined  forces  with  the  Rev. 
Andrew  Meeder  of  Ryland  Epworth  UMC 
near  Capitol  Hill  in  Washington  to  draft 
the  “Chicago  Statement”  denouncing  the 
“Playboy  philosophy"  was  written. 

The  statement  outlines  how  Playboy 
magazine,  which  boasts  an  adult  reader- 
ship  of  more  than  18  million,  has  played  a 
major  role  in  destroying  the  worth  of  the 
American  woman  by  attempting  to  make 
her  a  “sexual  toy”  and  of  American  men 
bv  approving  a  lifestyle  of  “irresponsible 
adolescence.”  This  philosophy  also 
undermines  the  strength  of  the  family 
unit  and  contributes  to  climbing  abortion 
and  divorce  rates,  the  statement  says. 
And  many  persons  have  failed  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  connection  between  the  lifestyle 
promoted  in  the  magazine  and  these 
social  sicknesses,  the  statement 
continues. 

The  eight-page  statement  devotes  one 
page  to  suggestions  for  affirmative 
action  by  individuals  or  groups  including 
the  proposal  to  bring  pressure  on 
corporations  that  advertise  in  the  publi¬ 
cation. 

The  trio  travelled  to  Chicago  about  two 
weeks  in  advance  to  rally  support  for  the 
statement.  They  received  the  endorse¬ 
ment  of  UM  Chicago  Area’s  Bishop  Paul 
Washburn  as  well  as  that  of  the  Women’s 
Caucus  of  UM-related  Garrett-Evangel¬ 
ical  Seminary,  Mr.  Meeder  told  TM/ 
UMR. 

Among  the  supporters  who  attended 
the  official  presentation  of  the  statement 
were  those  from  the  Catholic  Community 
Services,  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
Chicago,  the  Nazarene  Church,  Christian 


Syracuse,  N.Y.;  James  Armstrong, 
Aberdeen,  S.D.;  Monk  Bryan,  Lincoln. 
Neb.;  Wilbur  W.Y.  Choy,  Seattle;  Leroy 
G.  Hodapp.  Springfield.  Ill.;  Paul  A. 
Washburn,  Chicago;  D.  Frederick  Wertz, 
Charleston,  W.  Va.;  Melvin  E.  Wheatley 
Jr.,  Denver. 


Businessmen’s  Committee,  the  Black 
Missionary  Baptist  Association  of 
Chicago,  and  the  Chicago  Anti-Drug 
Coalition. 

Former  ‘bunny’  speaks 

Persons  from  six  states  and  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  were  on  hand  for  the 
prayer  breakfast  in  Chicago  at  which  a 
former  Playboy  “bunny”  was  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker.  She  related  how  her 
three-year  stunt  as  a  “bunny"  was 
steeped  in  a  loss  of  self-worth  and  her 
subsequent  commitment  to  Christ  had 
given  her  life  direction  and  happiness. 
Following  the  breakfast  ceremonies,  the 
group  moved  across  the  street  to  the 
Playboy  headquarters  where  5,000  copies 
of  the  statement  were  distributed. 

Mr.  Meeder  said  the  group  is  neither 
anti-abortion  or  anti-divorce  but  makes 
the  point  that  a  recreational  sex  philo¬ 
sophy  which  takes  marriage  lightly  con¬ 
tributes  to  the  epidemic  proportions  of 
abortion  and  divorce. 

He  said  the  morality  problem  is  not  all 
Playboy’s  fault,  but  that  the  magazine  is 
symbolic  of  the  problem  since  it  is  widely 
read  and  regarded  as  “acceptable.” 
focusing  on  Playboy  gives  concerned 
persons  a  place  to  take  hold  on  a  num¬ 
ber  of  action  suggestions,  he  added. 

The  next  step  for  the  foundation,  he 
said,  is  to  seek  endorsements  on  Capitol 
Hill  to  a  letter  which  will  be  sent  to  cor¬ 
porate  advertisers  in  Playboy  asking 
them  to  withdraw  their  advertising. 

He  said  he  personally  hopes  that 
hundreds  of  local  United  Methodist 
Church  social  concerns  committees  will 
secure  copies  of  the  statement  and  use  it 
as  a  working  paper  for  study  and  action. 
Copies  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the 
Chicago  Statement  Foundation,  P.O.  Box 
40945,  Washington,  D.C.  20016  for  a  mini¬ 
mum  contribution  of  two  copies  for  $1.00 
or  100  copies  for  $37.50. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Pierce,  pastor  of 
Chicago  Temple  UMC  told  TM/UMR  he 
agreed  with  the  statement  and  was  glad 
to  endorse  it  because  it  may  give  others 
who  have  been  standing  on  the  sidelines 
or  who  have  given  up,  “the  courage  of 
their  convictions.” 

“We  have  got  to  find  our  way  forward 
to  personal,  moral,  Christian  values  as  a 
society.  This  may  not  be  a  break-through 
but  it’s  a  step,”  Dr.  Pierce  said. 


Playboy:  “S; 


NEW  WINDSOR,  Md.  —  The  warehouse  here  sits  stacked  to 
the  ceiling  with  relief  supplies  ready  to  be  sent  to  any  part  of 
the  world  for  emergency  aid  to  destitute  people.  Some  30 
denominational  agencies,  including  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  utilize  this  center  operated  by  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  Church  World  Service,  the  relief 

‘Shipper’  of  compassion 


arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Bimmy  Little  holds  one  of  the  baby  blankets  made  by 
Virginia  United  Methodist  Women.  The  center  ships  blankets 
in  bulk  which,  relief  officials  say,  can  be  utilized  almost 
anywhere  in  the  world  for  emergency  needs. 

TM/l'MR  PHOTOS  BY  SHARON  MIELKE 


When  Pastor  Martin 
answered  a  higher  calling, 
this  is  not 

what  he  had  in  mind. 


Is  too  much  of  your 
time  taken  up  with  church 
maintenance,  record-keeping, 
mimeographing  and  office 
routine? 

Have  you  ever  been 
tempted  to  “rerun”  a  past 
sermon,  simply  because  you 
couldn’t  find  time  to  write 
a  new  one? 

Does  your  family  ever 
resent  your  job?  Does  your 
mate  need  an  appointment  to 
see  you? 

If  you  nodded  your  head 
even  once,  mail  this  coupon. 
We’ll  rush  you  our  newest 
report  on  clergy  time 
management. 


mo  oopies  of  your  now 
report  on  clergy  time  miinaKomoni, 


T)  DO  > 
o  oo  -x> 


THE  UNlfkb  METHODIS  fRIjPfJR  TER 


£*9  ^  ?o  »  - 


BROWSING  SHEU1 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


edit  ion 


NUMBER  49 


Send  P.  ().  Form  3579  to  Box  221076  Dallas.  Tx.  75222 


NOVEMBER  16.  1979 


Salt  II  Briefing 


Church  Expresses 
Appreciation  For 


1 000  Club  Check 


BYRL  MORELAND  —  A  few  weeks 
ago.  I  had  the  privilege,-  along  with  about 
50  other  editors  of  Church  papers,  to 
attend  a  special  briefing  on  Salt  II  in  the 
Middle  East  at  the  State  Department. 

The  briefing  was  initiated  by  the  White 
House.  In  fact,  the  whole  event  took  place 
because  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference.  It 
was  picked  up  by  a  presidential  aide  and 
invitations  went  out. 

Perhaps  it  is  cynicism  from  seeing  so 
many  resolutions  with  glowing  verbiage 
passed  only  to  burn  out  and  blow  away  in 
ashes;  but  it  excites  new  hope  to  realize 
that  people  in  government  really  do  care 
what  position  the  church  takes.  Even 
more  exciting  is  the  realization  of  the 
power  generated  when  an  ecumenical 
body  takes  a  stand. 

I  was  appalled  that  I  knew  so  little:  not 
even  enough  to  ask  one  intelligent 
question.  Obviously,  one  reason 
resolutions  have  seemed  to  accomplish 
so  little  is  because  we  tend  to  speak  in 
pontifical  phrases  from  too  superficial 
and  limited  knowledge  of  issues  which 
we  address. 

Salt  II  is  a  very  complicated  problem. 
The  result  of  years  of  compromise,  and 
proposal,  and  carefully  “watching  one 
another.”  We  were  told  that  the  Russians 
have  not  kept  the  treaties  they  have 
made,  unless  “it  was  to  their  advantage 
to  do  so”  (the  speaker  added:  “like  a 


number  of  other  Nations”).  We  were  told 
that  it  is  necessary  to  increase  defense 
spending  so  that  our  Nation  can  deal 
from  a  position  of  strength  in  the  dis¬ 
cussions.  We  were  told  that  each  Nation 
had  negotiated  to  a  point  where  very  few 
new  concessions  can  be  expected  from 
this  Treaty.  All  of  that  says  to  me  that 
Salt  II  is  not  a  moral  issue,  but  a 
pragmatic  decision  about  where  big 
Nations  begin  to  draw  lines.  Someone 
made  the  pfoint  that  the  existing  weapons 
on  each  side  can  destroy  life  as  we  know 
it;  so  the  Salt  II  discussion  is  whether 
each  side  continues  to  produce  more  and 
more  sophisticated  weapons. 

The  real  moral  issue,  however,  is  much 
deeper.  There  are  a  number  of  other 
treaties  in  process.  People  in  the  State 
Department  feel  that  the  fate  of  Salt  II 
will  determine  whether  these  other 
treaties  will  ever  be  considered.  If  the 
Salt  II  Treaty  is  the  best  one  that  can  be 
hammered  out  under  present  circum¬ 
stance.  If  other,  more  far-reaching 
treaties,  hinge  on  whether  we  make  this 
second  small  beginning.  If  the  church  is 
really  to  be  the  Conscience  of  society.  If 
the  Will  of  God  for  the  whole  world  is 
peace  and  it  is  our  responsibility  to 
proclaim  that  Will.  The  resolution  passed 
last  June  at  Annual  Conference  and  the 
more  recent  one  by  LIC  are  an  order  of 
the  Day. 


St.  Paul  UMC  held  a  “Note  Burning  Service”  recently 
when  the  mortgage  of  the  church  was  paid-off.  Shown  from  1. 
to  r.  are:  Rev.  Lynn  Merrill,  pastor;  Rev.  Kirby  Vining, 
superintendent;  Joe  DePrato;  and  Carl  Williams.  We 
congratulate  any  church  that  can  hold  a  note-burning 
service;  and  more  particularly,  that  can  hold  it  without 
burning  the  church  down ! 


The  St.  James  UMC  in  Shreveport  observed  Black  Public 
Servants  Sunday.  On  this  occasion  pioneer  Black  Public 
Servants  in  the  Shreveport  area  were  given  special 
recognition.  Pictured  above  are  some  of  the  persons  who 
represented  the  Caddo  Parish  School  Board,  Police  Jury, 
City  Council,  and  Administrative  Assistants.  Rev.  James 
Graham  is  pastor  of  St.  James;  and  the  program  chairman  is 
CarlE.  Stewart. 


This  picture  is  from  the  annual  DMA  Club  (Don’t  Mention 
Age)  bazaar  and  chicken  gumbo  dinner  held  at  First  UMC, 
Lake  Charles  last  month.  The  bazaar  and  gumbo  were  a  huge 
success  and  profits  derived  go  to  a  variety  of  charities 
supported  by  the  club.  Mrs.  Julia  Paxton  is  shown  holding 
some  of  the  exhibits. 


Around  The  Conference 


SHREVEPORT  -  The  members  of  the 
Jr.  Hi  at  Broadmoor  UMC  had  a  “lock- 
in”  for  Halloween,  called  a  spook 
spectacular.  We  noted  that  the  “lock-in” 
cost  $5.00.  It  would  cost  more  than  that  to 
lock  some  people  we  know  in  the  church ! 

OPELOUSAS  —  Members  of  Waxia 
UMC  observed  home  coming,  with  Rev. 
Alan  Einsel  preaching.  There  was.  of 
course,  a  dinner  on-the-grounds  after  the 
service. 

HAYNESVILLE  -  Members  of  the 
Haynesville/Shongaloo  charge  met  at 
the  Caney  Conference  Centre  and 
observed  “A  Great  Day  of  Singing."  The 
program led  by  Rev.  Bert  Scott  of 
Centenary  JCollege.  Charles  Gabbe. 
Kathy  'Johnson  and  Kathy  Turner. 
Centenary  students  and  Kathy  White  of 
Shongaloo.  were  all  participants  in  the 
service.  The  camp  staff  prepared  a 
delicious  luncheon  and  Rev.  Tracv 
Arnold,  pastor  of  First  UMC.  Minden. 
talked  briefly  about  the  camp.  Rev.  Wm 
D.  Peeples  is  pastor  of  the  charge. 

PONCHATOULA  -  The  WHY  Class  of 


First  UMC  held  a  three  day  retreat  at 
Camp  Istrouma.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter  is 
pastor  of  the  charge. 

HODGE  —  Laity  Sunday  was  observed 
at  Hodge  UMC  with  James  Woods.  Buck 
Hathaway,  and  Delton  Hearn,  the 
director  of  the  Monroe  District  UMM, 
leading  the  morning  worship  service. 
Paul  Shingledecker  was  featured  in  the 
evening  worship  service. 

HA RA HA N  —  Members  of  St.  Paul’s 
UMC  had  a  Family  Outing  at  Camp 
Istrouma  near  Greenwell  Springs.  By  the 
time  one  reads  all  the  directions  about 
how  to  get  there  and  the  instructions 
about  what  to  take  he’s  almost  too  worn 
out  to  go  there;  but  we  gather  that  they 
all  had  a  great  time. 

RUSTON  —  A  new  lease  on  Halloween 
celebrations:  The  Jr.  Hi  UMYF  sold 
“Spook  Insurance.”  According  to  the 
church  paper,  the  policies  ($1.00  and 
$2.00)  provided  a  “clean-up”  group  in 
case  one’s  house  or  yard  was  hit  by 
Trick-or-Treaters.  Now  we  have  seen 
everything! 
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Offering  For  Cambodia  | 
Given  Top  Priority 


The  Executive  Committees  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  gave  unanimous  approval  for  a 
two  million  dollar  church-wide  appeal  to  aid  starving  and  dying 
Cambodians.  All  United  Methodist  Churches  are  asked  to  receive  a 
special  Cambodia  Relief  Offering  on  Thanksgiving  Sunday,  November 
18th,  or  a  Sunday  prior  to  Christmas.  All  of  us  have  already  been  made 
aware  through  various  public  media  of  the  conditions  which  are  almost 
beyond  full  comprehension.  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines,  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  stated,  “of  the  original  eight  and  a  half 
million  people  in  Kampuchea  ten  years  ago.  three  and  half  million  are 
dead.  I  don’t  think  it  is  exaggerating  to  say  we  are  witnessing  something 
comparable  to  the  holocaust."  We  are  told  unless  massive  aid  begins 
arriving  in  Cambodia  immediately,  perhaps  2.5  million  people  face 
starvation.  Eighty  percent  of  the  nation’s  children  are  said  to  be  suffering 
from  the  severest  form  of  malnutrition. 

Surely  this  is  something  that  is  shared  in  the  concern  of  all  of  us  and  I 
urge  you  to  join  with  the  Methodist  people  throughout  the  world  in  an 
effort  to  help  minister  to  these  people  in  a  true  spirit  of  Christ-like  love 
and  compassion. 
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New  Mount  Carmel  United  Methodist  Church. 


The  Mount  Carmel  UMC,  North  of 
Clinton,  was  the  recipient  of  one-half  of 
the  third  1000  Club  call  for  1979. 

A  check  for  $9,500  was  presented  to  the 
church  in  September.  Receiving  the  gift 
on  behalf  of  the  congregation  was 
Clarence  Sensley,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees;  Pierce  Dunn,  church  lay 
leader;  and  The  Rev.  James  A.  Smith. 


pastor. 

The  members  of  Mount  Carmel  want  to 
take  this  means  of  expressing 
appreciation  to  all  the  members  of  the 
Bob  Lay  Thousand  Club  for  making  this 
possible.  We  do  not  have  room  to  print  a 
“before”  and  “after”  picture  of  the 
church;  but  we  did  think  you  would  want 
to  see  the  “finished  product”  which  you 
have  made  possible. 


Shown  in  front  of  the  construction  of  a  new  sanctuary  at 
First  UMC,  Monroe,  are  the  Rev.  W.  Odell  Simmons,  senior 
minister  of  the  church,  and  W.  W.  (Bill)  Buller.  They  are 
examining  a  hard  hat  which  was  presented  to  Mr.  Simmons 
in  the  worship  service  on  Laity  Sunday  by  church  Lay  Leader 
Buller,  designating  him  as  “Official  Foreman”  of  the 
construction  of  the  new  sanctuary.  Mr.  Buller  felt  that  this 
was  appropriate  since  Odell  spends  “so  much"  of  his  time 
watching  the  construction.  Those  of  us  who  know  Odell  are 
sure  Mr.  Buller  is  correct! 


JUST  CLOWNING  AROtIND!  Clowning  can  be  both  a 
serious  theological  exercise  and  just  plain  fun !  So  learned  the 
group  of  20  LSU  students  at  a  recent  Clowning  Workshop  at 
The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry.  Pictured  above  are  five 
“clowns”  ready  to  visit  an  area  nursing  home  as  part  of  the 
workshop  experience.  Denise  Nelson,  sophomore  at  LSU  and 
leader  at  TUCM,  coordinates  the  Clown  Ministry  Program. 
William  Finnin  is  campus  minister. 


Mrs.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
(Janet),  newly-elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  was  the  leader  for 
three  training  sessions  of  local 
UMW  leaders  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District  during  the 
earlier  part  of  the  month.  The 
sessions  were  held  at  First 
UMC,  Crowley;  First  UMC, 
Lake  Charles;  and  First  UMC, 
DeRidder.  Mrs.  Hoffpauir  is 
from  Franklin,  where  her 
husband  is  pastor  of  the  First 
UMC. 


VISITING  KOREAN  PASTORS  receiving  certificates  of 
honorary  citizenship  in  Bogalusa.  Left  to  right  are  the  Rev. 
Sanddo  Ahn,  the  Rev.  Dongil  Shin,  Rev.  Daejin  Chon,  Mayor 
C.  P.  Verger,  Rev.  Sangho  Lee  and  Rev.  Jongjin  Lee. 


Matheny  Receives  Honor 


Tom  Mathenv,  Conference  Lay  Leader 
and  President  of  the  Judicial  Council, 
received  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws 
degree  from  DePquw  University,  Green- 
castle,  Indiana,  on  November  7th. 


Officials  of  the  university  said  that 
they  were  departing  from  their  usual 
practice  of  awarding  honorary  degrees 
at  commencement  in  order  to  give 
special  recognition  to  persons  who  have 
given  special  service  to  the  church.  Dr. 
Matheny  is  given  the  award  for  his  out¬ 
standing  leadership  at  the  national  level 
in  the  field  of  law  and  religion. 
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Immediate  response  to  starvation 
in  Cambodia  needed  from  churches 


United  Methodist  Bishop  Wayne 
Clymer  and  other  Christian  leaders  who 
recently  returned  from  a  visit  to  Cam¬ 
bodia  (Kampuchea)  share  a  common 
analysis  of  the  situation  in  that  country: 
the  horror  of  human  suffering  is  beyond 
adequate  description  (see  TM/UMR, 
Nov.  2). 

Since  1975,  nearly  two  million  people 
have  been  executed  by  the  genocidal 
regime  of  Pol  Pot.  Thousands  more  died 
during  the  1978  invasion  by  the  Viet¬ 
namese  Thousands  more  died  of  star¬ 
vation  when  crops  were  destroyed  by  the 
war  Nearly  all  of  the  children  under  five 
years  old  are  dead  from  malnutrition  and 
disease  As  many  as  a  million  more  per- 

TM/IIMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition  at 
Nicholasville  UMC  in  Nicholasville,  Ken¬ 
tucky  (Kentucky  Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  about  450  subscriber-fam¬ 
ilies  at  Nicholasville  UMC  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  their 
own  local  church  news  printed  on  the 
front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  hack  page  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages 

To  these  new  readers  in  Nicholasville 
we  say  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will 
find  your  new  church  newspaper 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
our  other  readers  across  the  nation  in 
providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor  " 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church  we  say  again  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The  Texas 
Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Reporter.)” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


sons  are  likely  to  starve  during  the  next 
nine  months 

The  situation  in  Cambodia  is  being 
compared  to  the  slaughter  of  nearly  ten 
million  Jews  by  the  Nazis  in  Germany 
during  the  1930*s  and  '40’s. 

In  writing  about  the  situation  nearly 
two  years  ago,  TM/UMR  described  Cam 
bodia  as  a  "nation  committing  suicide.” 
Calling  for  Christians  everywhere  to  join 
in  prayer  for  the  people  of  that  nation,  we 
expressed  the  frustration  felt  by  the 
entire  civilized  world  over  being  shut  out 
from  any  active  aid  to  the  suffering 
people  of  Cambodia 

The  situation  has  changed  during  the 
past  two  years  in  Cambodia  No  longer 
does  the  murderous  Pol  Pot  regime  of  the 
Khmer  Rouge  continue  its  massive  kill¬ 
ings.  But  even  under  the  less  brutal  reign 
of  the  Vietnamese,  the  death  toll  con¬ 
tinues  to  mount. 

With  these  facts  in  mind,  we  urge 
United  Methodists  and  other  persons  con¬ 
cerned  about  helping  alleviate  the  Cam¬ 
bodian  holocaust  to  continue  in  prayer 
for  the  people  of  that  troubled  land  and  to 
thank  God  that,  unlike  in  1975,  direct 
humanitarian  aid  is  now  possible. 

We  applaud  Bishop  Clymer  and  others 
who  have  pried  open  the  door  for  that  aid 
and  hope  American  Christians  will 
respond  to  the  needs  immediately  and 
generously. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  has  announced  an 
immediate  goal  of  raising  $2  million  for 
Cambodian  relief.  We  urge  every  United 
Methodist  local  church  and  each  indi¬ 
vidual  church  member  to  make  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  this  fund. 

Contributions  can  be  made  through 
local  churches,  or  directly  to:  UMCOR, 
Cambodian  Relief  Fund,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027. 


A  different  Christmas 

Acting  out  Christmas 
story  is  meaningful 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  Several  weeks 
ago,  TM/UMR  invited  readers  to 
share  ideas  about  different  kinds  of 
Christmas  celebrations  they  have 
attempted  as  alternatives  to  the  usual 
Christmas  "sellabration."  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  one  of  the  responses: 

By  WINONA  O.  COCHRAN 
Bunkie,  Louisiana 

1  am  not  sharing  an  idea  to  make 
this  Christmas  different  in  our  family, 
but  an  idea  that  we  have  been  using 
for  28  years,  and  I  hope  that  once 
again  this  year  it  will  be  part  of  our 
Christmas  season. 

Each  Christmas  Eve  the  children  in 
our  household  present  the  Christmas 
story  to  the  adults  present  on  that 
night  just  before  the  day  closes.  The 
oldest  child  at  home  is  always  the 
leader  and  plans  the  program.  She  is 
assisted  by  the  rest  of  her  brothers 
and  sisters  and  any  other  children 
guests  who  might  be  in  the  house. 
Sometimes  the  Christmas  story  is 
very  elaborate  —  with  lights,  scenery, 
costumes  or  music,  and  sometimes  it 
is  quite  simple  with  just  the  Scripture, 
a  song  or  two  and  a  prayer.  But  it  is 
always  completely  planned  and  per¬ 
formed  by  the  children  for  their 
parents 

Our  memories  of  these  programs 
are  very  special.  I  remember  one 
Christmas  w-hen  our  Jane  was  about 
18  months  old  and  she  was  given  the 
part  of  coming  out  and  saying  just  one 
word  —  ‘“Intermission."  Each  time 
she  came  out  she  would  forget  her 
word  and  run  back  to  her  sisters  to 
find  out  what  the  word  was.  After 
about  the  third  time,  she  came  out 
beaming,  carrying  a  sign  that  read 
"Intermission." _ 


Another  Christmas,  out  came  the 
wise  men  all  dressed  in  my  finest 
clothes  —  my  fur  stole,  my  jewelry 
draped  on  their  head  pieces  and  even 
carrying  my  bottle  of  Chanel  #5.  You 
see,  that  one  night  is  very  special,  and 
it  is  understood  that  they  can  use  any¬ 
thing  and  everything  they  find  in  the 
house  to  tell  their  story. 

Some  Christmas  Eves  our  church 
has  a  Christmas  service,  but  this  they 
always  weave  in  and  make  it  a  part  of 
the  program  at  home. 

I  even  like  to  remember  how  the 
custom  began  Even  there  all  the 
credit  must  go  to  the  children  in  our 
family  because  they  started  that,  too, 
without  our  help  Dianne,  our  oldest 
daughter,  was  then  about  6  years  old. 
Her  Sunday  school  teacher  had  given 
to  each  child  in  her  class  a  white 
candle  and  a  folder  with  the  Christ¬ 
mas  story  printed  within  to  present  to 
their  family  on  the  night  before 
Christmas.  After  supper  that  evening, 
she  gathered  us  together  and  with  the 
aid  of  her  little  sister  presented  the 
program  printed  in  her  pamphlet  to 
her  daddy  and  me. 

The  spark  created  that  night  has 
continued  to  burn  bright  throughout 
all  these  years.  Each  year  the  adults 
in  our  family  eagerly  look  forward  to 
what  the  children  have  in  store  for  us. 
This  year  our  last  ““oldest"  child  left 
home  for  college,  and  so  we  know  that 
one  day  this  custom  must  end.  But  it 
will  never  quite  disappear  because 
then  we  will  pull  out  the  old  pictures, 
the  movies  we  took  throughout  all 
those  long  years  and  the  memories 
that  we  cherish  in  our  hearts,  and  we 
will  enjoy  the  Christmas  story,  as  told 
by  our  children,  over  and  over  again. 


Ministry  board  proposal  is  6 sell-out 9 


To  the  Editor: 

As  a  diaconal  minister  and  Registrar 
for  the  Holston  Annual  Conference  Board 
of  Diaconal  Ministry,  I  feel  that  I  must 
write  and  take  issue  with  the  article 
headlined  "Diaconate  compromise 
reached"  (TM/UMR,  October  19). 
Through  my  relationship  with  my  confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry,  I  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  study  both  of  the 
legislative  proposals  coming  to  General 
Conference. 

The  proposal  coming  from  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  is  hardly 
a  compromise;  it  is  a  “‘sell  out."  This 
proposal  is  nothing  more  than  the  1976 
legislation  in  a  new  and  “’improved"  1980 
package.  The  board  has  had  four  years  to 
study  the  diaconal  ministry  and  come  to 
some  kind  of  intelligent  solution,  but  has 
not  done  so.  I  can’t  believe  that  four  more 
years  of  study  will  help  them  arrive  at  a 
workable  conclusion. 

Diaconal  ministers  are  well  trained 
Christian  workers  who  are  called  by  God 
to  devote  their  lives  to  the  church. 
Frankly,  1  am  beginning  to  feel  like  an 
Illegitimate  son  whom  everyone  wants 
swept  under  the  rug.  Diaconal  ministers 
are  a  growing,  vital  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  are  in  no  way 
trying  to  compete  with  the  ordained 
ministry. 

I  resent  Mr.  Chesnutt’s  use  of  the  word 
‘“collision"  when  referring  to  relation¬ 
ships  between  ordained  and  diaconal 
ministers.  On  my  own  church  staff,  we 
have  two  ordained  and  two  diaconal 
ministers.  We  are  not  in  competition  with 
one  another,  but  are  working  with  one 
another  to  try  to  further  God’s  Kingdom 
to  the  best  of  our  abilities. 

I  strongly  urge  all  General  Conference 
delegates  to  study  carefully  both  legisla¬ 
tive  proposals  and  compare  them  with 
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present  legislation  1  believe  they  will 
find  the  board’s  proposal  quite  useless. 
And  while  the  Committee  to  Study  the 
Diaconal  Ministry's  proposal  is  not  per¬ 
fect.  it  is  an  important  step  forward. 
Diaconal  ministers  need  a  voice  and  a 
vote  in  the  annual  conference.  We  don’t 
need  another  four  years  of  standing  on 
the  outside  looking  in. 

Randall  G.  Bennett 
Johnson  City,  Tennessee 

On  target 

To  the  Editor: 

Paul  Douglass’  "Here  I  Stand"  article 
(TM/UMR,  October  26)  was  right  on 
target.  However,  he,  as  do  many  white 
Americans  and  Europeans,  left  out 
another  evil  which  is  as  deadly  to  our 
moral  and  physical  life  as  alcohol, 
gambling,  economic  oppression  and  war. 
And  that  evil  is  racism.  Racism  is 
present  in  the  life  of  the  church  as  well  as 
in  secular  institutions. 

Dehumanization  of  non-whites  by 
racist  whites  both  inside  and  outside  the 
church  can  easily  be  linked  to  many  of 
the  causes  for  gambling,  through  which 
poor  minority  people  who  play  the 
lotteries  and  numbers  games  seek  to 
overcome  poverty  and  gain  status 
otherwise  denied  them. 

And  alcoholism  among  many  poor 
blacks,  Hispanics,  native  Americans, 
etc.,  is  the  result  of  frustration,  anxiety, 
poor  self-image,  exploitation  and 
discrimination  caused  by  racism. 

Economic  injustice  in  far  too  many 
cases  means  that  those  who  suffer  most 
from  that  injustice  are  ethnic  minorities. 

Finally,  a  great  deal  of  the  conflict  in 
the  world  today,  conflict  which  may  lead 
to  global  war,  is  rooted  in  racism. 

I  submit  to  you  that  unless  the  western 
nations  can  overcome  their  racism,  there 
will  be  no  solution  to  the  evils  outlined  by 
Dr.  Douglass  I  long  for  the  day  when  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  confront  this  evil.  To 
do  so  may  result  in  some  statistical 
losses.  To  fail  to  do  so  will  most  certainly 
lead  to  a  more  fragmented  church, 
nation  and  world. 

Richard  Ross  Hicks 
Washington,  D.C. 

Church  should  speak 

To  the  Editor: 

At  last  an  article  that  tells  it  like  it  is. 
Mr  Jeff  Cannon  is  to  be  commended  for 
his  excellent  article  “Church  must  deal 
with  spiritual,  social  decline"  ("Here  I 
Stand,  "October  26) 

An  address  by  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn 
which  said  the  United  States  was  in  a 
spiritual  vacuum  and  also  hit  us  hard 
with  the  truth  of  our  materialism,  greed 
and  self-centeredness  inspired  Mr 
Cannon 

Mr  Cannon  speaks  the  truth  when  he 
says  the  church  must  speak  out  on  the 
"symptoms  that  are  eating  away  at  the 
groundwork  of  our  nation."  How  true! 


And  to  quote  Mr.  Cannon,  "We  cannot 
leave  the  job  of  spiritual  renewal  to  the 
world.” 

Verna  T.  Varney 
Melrose,  Massachusetts 

Majority  wrong  \ 

To  the  Editor: 

Relevant  to  your  recent  survey  on 
nuclear  plants  and  the  article  showing 
the  results  (TM/UMR,  October  12),  may 
I  suggest  that  a  similar  survey  taken  on 
whether  the  world  was  round  or  flat 
would  (in  the  15th  century)  produce 
approximately  the  same  results.  Public 
opinion  is  not  always  right  by  a  jug  full. 

Let  us  not  kid  ourselves  —  this  nuclear 
business  was  the  Pentagon’s  (CIA)  brain 
child  to  comer  the  market  on  plutonium 
and  thereby  control  the  whole  world, 
and  like  everything  the  military  does  in 
all  world  history,  the  whole  thing  was 
bungled  I  might  also  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  all  history  the  military 
have  bankrupted  their  own  country 
eventually. 

How  did  this  country  manage  to  get 
along  better  than  any  country  in  world 
history  for  140  years  with  a  national  debt 
never  over  $4  million  dollars  (during  the 
Civil  War)?  We  had  no  CIA,  no  FBI  and 
no  army  Europe  at  the  same  time 
teemed  with  all  three  and  owned  most  of 
what  is  the  United  States.  Now  we  have  a 
national  debt  of  about  250,000  times  the 
Civil  War  debt. 

It  was  proved  50  years  ago  that  wind 
power  was  the  most  economical  capital 
costwise  and  of  course  fuelwise,  and  may 
I  add  safety-wise  also. 

The  Pentagon  leaders  are  bankrupting 
this  cquntry  right  now.  Read  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  and  you  will  find  huge 
multi-million  dollar  contracts  let  by  the 
Defense  Department  every  day. 

JohnU.  Morris 
Oswego,  New  York 

No  ‘nukes’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently  there  was  printed  a  book 
prepared  for  the  U  S  Arms  Control  and 
Disarmament  Agency  It  is  "Energy: 
The  Easy  Path”  by  Vince  Taylor  It 
concludes  with  the  statement  that 
nuclear  power  cannot  make  a  substantial 
impact  on  our  energy  needs  for  several 
decades  and  is  therefore  unnecessary 
Nuclear  power  now  supplies  only  about 
13  percent  of  our  total  energy 

We  have  enough  iron  (not  toxic)  even  if 
it  produces  "Black  Lung”  to  many 
miners.  With  proper  care  this  could 
largely  be  eliminated  And  we  still  have 
the  sun  which  will  likely  be  with  us  for 
some  time  probably  longer  than  the 
President  and  his  nuclear  power  buddies. 
Christian  people  should  help  pressure 
government  to  aid  the  development  of 
non  nuclear  power.  The  book,  mentioned 
above,  can  be  obtained  from:  "The 


Union  of  Concerned  Scientists,"  1208 
Massachusetts  Avenue,  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

E.  Lester  Stanton 
Arlington  Heights,  Illinois 

Esau  again? 

To  the  Editor: 

Those  giving  the  "green  light"  to 
nuclear  power  plants  must  surely  be  the 
closest  group  equivalent  to  Esau.  The 
really  sad  part  is  that  the  birthrights 
being  given  up  are  those  of  future 
generations  for  the  pottage  of  temporary 
energy  splurging 

The  sun  is  the  only  nuclear  power  plant 
I  trust,  for  two  reasons:  (1)  humans  can’t 
"manage”  it  for  political  or  economic 
gain,  and  (2)  it  has  been  "tested"  for  a 
sufficiently  long  period  to  accurately 
predict  its  long-term  effects. 

G .  Kenneth  Boyd 
Golden,  Colorado 

Stop  name  calling 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  subscribing  to  this  paper 
since  June  and  have  been  following  the 
fundamentalist-modernist  controversy 
with  interest.  1  feel  that  there  are 
excesses  on  both  sides  and  there  is  also 
much  that  I  agree  with  in  the  two 
viewpoints.  I  wonder  if  I  might  be 
allowed  to  present  a  third  alternative 
which  lies  somewhere  in  between. 

I  am  quoting  the  following  from  the 
Encyclopedia  Americana:  "Methodism 
is  a  general  name  describing  the 
practical  religious  movement  of  personal 
experience  and  social  responsibility  set 
in  motion  in  the  18th  century  .  .  ." 

Notice  the  phrase  "persona) 
experience  and  social  responsibility.”  I 
am  an  evangelical  Christian  who  has 
accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  my  Lord  and 
Savior  Yet  I  also  believe  strongly  in  the 
ecumenical  movement  and  the  stands 
that  our  church  has  taken  on  the  great 
social  issues  of  the  day.  This  is  not  to  say 
that  1  agree  with  everything  that  our 
church  does,  but  I  have  learned  to  accept 
the  fact  that  Christians  have  different 
view  points  within  the  same  framework 

I  would  hope  that  we  would  stop  the 
name  calling  and  seek  love  and 
reconciliation  above  all  things.  I  believe 
that  this  is  what  Jesus  wants  from  us. 

I  hope  that  this  letter  is  printed 
because  I  would  be  interested  to  know  if 
there  are  others  who  feel  as  I  do. 

Bill  Eddy 

Hinesburg,  Vermont 

Movie  not  blasphemy 

To  the  Editor: 

I  could  have  collected  a  small  fortune 
by  now  if  I  had  any  money  behind  my 
bets  that  anyone  who  labels  the  movie 
"Life  of  Brian”  as  “’blasphemy"  has  not 
seen  the  movie.  The  media  hype  which 
has  preceded  the  movie  does  not,  as  is 
often  the  case,  present  an  accurate 
image  of  the  movie.  However,  if  its 
purpose,  as  is  also  often  the  case,  is  to 
create  a  flurry  of  controversy  to  increase 
sales,  it  has  achieved  that.  I  don't  think 
the  movie  is  that  big  of  a  deal, 

"Life  of  Brian"  is  not  a  satirization  of 
the  life  of  Christ.  It  is  not  even  about  the 
life  of  Christ.  It  is  a  picture  of  people  who 
lived  in  that  time,  and  while  it  may  not 
have  the  greatest  impact  for  everyone,  it 
has  some  interesting  things  to  say  about 
all  people  and  has  a  timely  message 
about  people  who,  as  is  often  the  cAse, 
follow  blindly  and  readily  anyone  who 
seems  to  possess  the  "truth"  whether  in 
fact  they  really  do  or  not. 

Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  if  people 
spent  as  much  time  and  energy  on  truly 
crucial  issues  of  life? 

Nona  Beth  Miller 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
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Small  membership 
church  no  problem 


By  RUSSELL  L  BEAN  SR. 

Is  the  small  membership  church  a 
problem?  I  am  saying  no,  most  empha¬ 
tically  no.. 

We  as  United  Methodists  have  fostered 
needlessly  the  idea  that  the  small  (pos¬ 
sibly  200  or  less)  membership  church  is  a 
problem.  I  say  needlessly  because  the 
means  to  keep  most  of  them  from  being  a 
problem  are  available  but  are  being  mis¬ 
used.  The  lower  ministerial  offices  day 
speaker,  license  to  preach,  local  pastor) 
normally  set  aside  for  the  laity  who 
become  dedicated  servants  of  the  Lord 
could  be  the  most  effective  means  of 
dealing  with  the  problem. 

We  have  become  so  ensnared  in  the 
trap  of  protecting  the  minister  in  full¬ 
time  service  that  we  make  circuits  out  of 
small  churches  that  might  do  far  better  if 
they  had  their  own  pastor.  I  believe  this 
so-called  problem  would  dry  up  and  blow 
away  if  the  UMC  would  revitalize  the 
part-time  ministry  in  all  of  the  following 
ministerial  categories:  (1)  Lay  Speaker; 
(2)  License  to  Preach;  (3)  Local  Pastor 
(all  phases) ;  and  (4)  seminary  graduate. 

These  part-time  people  could  eke  out  a 
living  in  a  secular  vocation  that  would 
not  be  detrimental  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  In  all  cases  their  effectiveness 
should  weigh  heavily  on  their  continued 
service. 

The  UMC  in  various  conferences 
makes  a  big  thing  of  patting  the  people  on 
the  back  for  aspiring  to  or  already  filling 
the  first  three  positions  above  and  at  the 
same  time  taking  away  some  of  the 
opportunities  to  serve  our  Master  in 
these  offices.  Seminary  graduates  can 
usually  go  in  and  out  of  full-time  service 
as  the  need  arises  in  their  personal  lives. 
The  offices  of  Lay  Speaker,  License  to 
Preach  and  Local  Pastor  are  laid  out  in 
the  Discipline  and  the  qualifications 
clearly  spelled  out.  And  yet  the  UMC 
does  not  really  want  to  utilize  either  the 
lower  offices  or  the  people  aspiring  to  fill 
them.  The  conferences  that  still  utilize 
these  offices  are  in  various  stages  of 
drying  them  up. 


A  dedicated  but  untrained  person  who 
knows  Jesus  Christ  will  lead  more  lost 
souls  to  Christ  than  any  undedicated 
person,  regardless  of  training,  who  only 
knows  about  Jesus  Christ.  The  ineffec¬ 
tive,  problem-creating,  trained  or  un¬ 
trained,  undedicated  preacher  who  is 
relegated  to  serving  the  small  church 
should  be  removed.  We  have  become 
afraid  to  use  the  Discipline  to  remove 
them  and  even  wish  to  have  the  Dis¬ 
cipline  changed  to  remove  the  offices 
rather  than  officers  (preachers) . 

These  preachers  who  have  a  clear  cut 
track  record  of  problems  year  after  year 
are  often  used  to  fill  positions  a  preacher 
on  the  ladder  would  refuse  to  accept 
Thus,  the  very  churches  needing  dedi 
cated  servants  of  the  Lord  are  often 
short-changed,  frequently  on  a  repeated 
basis,  gaining  a  negative  rather  than  a 
positive  outlook.  The  poor  preaching 
brings  about  the  small  church  being 
changed  to  a  circuit  or  even  being  closed 
when  a  dedicated  preacher  could  possib¬ 
ly  turn  the  whole  picture  around.  The 
small  church  needs  the  lower  ministerial 
offices  with  dedicated  preachers  far 
more  than  they  need  full-time  full-con¬ 
nection  preachers  "just  hanging  on  till 
retirement." 

Instead  of  a  survival  ministry  for  the 
sake  of  the  minister,  the  ministry  should 
become  a  survival  ministry  for  those 
poor  lost  souls  in  each  community  that 
need  to  learn  about  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Russell  I  Bean  Sr.,  is  pastor  of  Bethel 
UMC  in  Tallahassee,  Florida  (Florida 
Annual  Conference). 

Anyone  may  submit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  for  “Here  I  Stand "  or  “My 
Witness"  columns.  Send  articles  to 
TM/UMR.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas. 
75222. 


My  Witness 


Church  is  becoming  a 
non-prophet  institution 


By  ROBERT  OVERMIER 

I  am  concerned  about  the  church  be¬ 
coming  a  non-prophet  organization. 

If  we  give  up  on  what  is  called  plural¬ 
ism  in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  we 
will  give  up  on  the  prophetic  role  of  the 
church  and  run  the  risk  of  becoming  a 
non-prophet  organization. 

Perhaps  the  word  "pluralism"  is  a 
problem  word.  In  one  respect,  we  are  not 
pluralistic.  We  are  quite  deliberately  and 
consciously  singular  in  our  belief ;  we  are 
at  one  (I  hope!)  in  our  commitment  to 
God  in  Christ.  Our  pluralism  is  diversity 
in  insight  and  emphasis. 

If  I  read  the  prophets  correctly,  they 
were  “pluralistic”  in  their  emphases,  but 
quite  singular  in  their  obedience  to  God.  I 
assume  that  we  have  more  than  one  pro¬ 
phet  in  Scripture  because  God  never  ex¬ 
pected  any  one  prophet  to  be  able  to 
cover  the  whole  spectrum  of  the 
God/human  situations. 

Strangely,  certain  modem  prophets 
seem  to  be  popular.  For  me,  no  prophet  is 
very  popular,  because  the  prophet  tells 
me  what  I  do  not  want  to  hear  about  my 
own  sin.  I  need  the  prophet,  but  I  don’t 
like  him! 

“Good  News”  is  offensive  to  me  when 
they  speak  of  my  failures.  The  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  is  offensive 
to  me  when  they  speak  of  my  failures. 
The  charisma  tics  annoy  me  with  insights 
and  experiences  that  do  not  fit  into  my 


presently  comfortable  box.  But  I  need  all 
of  them  ( and  more )  .  .  .  and  I  hope  they 
all  stay  around.  If  any  of  them  quit,  we 
could  become  a  one-prophet  church,  and 
from  there  it  could  hea*short  step  to  a 
non-prophet  organization. 

Perhaps,  if  all  the  Old  Testament  pro¬ 
phets  had  been  contemporaries,  they 
would  have  been  critical  of  each  other 
just  as  our  modem  prophets  deplore  each 
other’s  narrow  views.  Possibly  Amos 
would  have  felt  that  some  of  the  Isaiahs 
were  missing  the  point  of  true  religion. 

Our  modern  prophets  are,  like  the  pro¬ 
phets  of  Scripture,  sometimes  short  on 
manners  and  even  more  short  on  humil¬ 
ity.  That  doesn’t  bother  me  too  much.  Let 
them  rejoice  a  little  in  their  insights  .  . 
but  I  would  like  to  see  them  use  a  little 
more  energy  learning  from  each  other 
and  undergirding  the  whole  enterprise. 

I,  for  one,  am  somewhere  in  between 
most  of  these  prophets  —  belonging  to 
none  of  them  exclusively.  But  I  sure  need 
all  of  them  and  am  glad  they  are  all  in 
my  church  .  .  and  I  hope  they  stay  in  my 
church  and  continue  to  prophesy.  I  don’t 
want  a  non-prophet  organization. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Robert 
Overmier  is  pastor  of  South  Onondaga 
UMC  in  Onondaga,  N.Y.  (Central  New 
York  Annual  Conference). 


World  Service  provides  the  drive. 


If  puts  United  Methodist  ministries 
of  love  to  work:  □  Ministering 
to  thousands  of  persons  in  the 
United  States  and  around  the 
world  □  Providing  programs 
of  education,  evangelism,  wor¬ 
ship  and  stewardship  □  Giving 
voice  to  social  and  minority  con¬ 
cerns  □  Spreading  the  Good 
News  of  Jesus  Christ 


For  more  information 
on  World  Service  write 


^  WC 

S: 


Our  Current  World  Service 
goal  is  $24,960  00. 

Any  lesser  amount  limits 
our  ministries  of  love. 
Work  to  see  that  your 
church  accepts  its  full 
World  Service  asking  for  1 960! 


United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St..  Evanston.  III.  6020  f. 
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The  United  Methodist  Reporter/World  Methodist  Council  Insert 


World  Evangelism 
Faces  The  Eighties 

With  the  eighties,  World  Evangelism  enters  a  period  of  intense  activity  and  witness.  After  almost  ten  years  of  planning  and  effort  a  great  vision  in 
evangelism  comes  to  a  climax  across  the  Methodist  world. 

The  World  Evangelism  program  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  was  conceived  in  1970,  born  at  the  12th  World  Methodist  Council  at  Denver,  Col¬ 
orado  in  1971  and  has  grown  steadily  in  strength  throughout  the  seventies.  Looking  back,  much  has  happened.  Over  one  million  pieces  of  literature,  from 
Bible  studies  to  Pass-It-On-Books  have  been  circulated.  Many  conferences  on  evangelism  and  hundreds  of  evangelical  missions  have  been  held. 
Thousands  of  conversions  to  Christ  have  been  registered,  in  the  Pacific  Islands  in  one  month  alone,  5,744  commitments  to  Christ  were  made  in  June 
1978.  Through  it  all  a  change  of  mood  can  be  detected  as  the  church  rediscovers  its  evangelical  task  and  nerve. 

“We  call  on  the  Methodist  churches  in  ninety  countries  to  make  the  eighties  a  Decade  of  Evangelism”  the  World  Director,  Dr.  Alan  Walker  says. 
“The  world  desperately  needs  to  hear  the  Christian  message  of  personal  redemption  and  social  salvation.  World  Evangelism  offers  many  ideas  and 
resources  to  assist  the  churches  in  their  mission.  Now  is  the  time  fof  World  Methodism  to  become  a  movement  again,  reaching  for  the  world  with  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  no  escaping  the  ringing  call  of  Jesus:  Go  fato  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel,  making  disciples  of  all  people. 


LAUNCHING  OF  WORLD  MISSION 

The  Mission  to  the  Eighties  will  be  launched  in  Suva, 
Fiji,  on  Sunday,  January  6,  1980.  Over  30,000  people  will 
gather  with  groups  coming  from  various  countries.  A  choir  of 
1,000  voices  will  sing  and  special  dramatic  presentations  will 
represent  the  need  of  the  world.  A  team  of  30  persons  from  th<» 
United  States  will  conduct  missions  in  the  Fyi  Islands 
following  the  Suva  meeting. 

Many  countries  are  planning  high-visibility  missions 
early  in  1980.  In  Washington,  D.C.,  a  city-wide  mission  will 
be  held  in  Constitution  Hall*  Similar  missions  will  be  held  in 
Brisbane,  Australia  and  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland. 
Throughout  the  Eighties  churches  and  cities  are  being  urged 
to  plan  evangelistic  preaching  missions  to  offer  the  Christian 
Gospel  to  thos-  beyond  the  normal  life  of  the  churches. 

ROUND-THE-WORLD  PRAYER  EVENT 

On  New  Year’s  Eve  a  “rolling  prayer  meeting”  involving 
millions  of  people,  will  follow  the  sun  around  the  world. 
Prayers  start  near  the  International  Date  Line,  at  Tonga,  at 
10  p.m.,  December  31,  1979.  At  the  same  local  time,  the 
prayer  event  continues  from  country  to  country  including: 
Suva  (Fiji),  Sydney  (Australia),  Medan  (Indonesia),  London 
(England),  and  Tulsa  (USA).  The  last  Prayer  Meeting  will  be 
in  Samoa  on  the  side  of  the  International  Date  Line  “where 
the  day  ends”.  All  over  the  world,  local  churches  will  call 
people  to  prayer  on  New  Year’s  Eve.  A  “Round-the-World 
Prayer  Cassette”  containing  one-minute  prayers  by  many 
world  leaders  is  ready  for  distribution  and  use  in  local  church 
prayer  events.  (See  order  form) 

The  National  Prayer  Event  for  the  United  States  is 
scheduled  to  take  place  on  Dec.  31  immediately 
preceding  the  Congress  on  Evangelism  (January  1-4, 
1980,  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma).  According  to  Rev.  Danny 
Morris,  coordinator,  the  event  will  begin  at  10:00  p.m.,  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  will  gather  leaders  in 
evangelism  from  across  the  nation  and  will  feature  Dr. 
Alan  Walker,  Dr.  Thomas  Carruth  and  Dr.  L.  D.  Thomas. 


World  Youth  to  meet  at  Truro  School,  Cornwall, 
England. 

A  Total  Gospel 

THE  MESSAGE  of  World  Evangelism  is  at 
once  personal  and  social.  From  its  inception  World 
Evangelism  has  expressed  two  purposes:  to  link 
persons  one  by  one  to  the  transforming  power  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  to  make  the  world  a  fit  place  In 
which  to  live. 

WORLD  EVANGELISM  IS  TRUE  to- the 
Wesleyan  message  and  tradition.  It  presents  not  an 
escapist,  pietist  religion  but  a  faith  which  must  issue 
in  concern  for  people  In  the  wholeness  of  their  need. 

It  seeks  to  challenge  the  conscience  of  the  church 
and  the  world  on  anything  which  degrades  and  op¬ 
presses  human  existence. 

OVER  THE  MONTHS  World  Evangelism  has 
focused  attention  on  the  suffering  of  the  stateless 
tea  pickers  of  Sri  Lanka,  the  neglected  and  deserted 
children  of  Brazil,  the  poverty  of  the  developing 
countries,  the  racial  oppression  in  South  Africa 
under  the  policy  of  the  Apartheid  and  the  tragedy 
represented  by  the  260  million  unemployed  people  in 
the  world. 

WORLD  EVANGELISM  BELIEVES  that  an 
evangelism  which  does  not  develop  a  social  con¬ 
science  is  Irrelevant  In  today’s  world.  On  the  other 
hand  It  declares  that  social  agitation  which  loses 
touch  with  an  evangelical  base  is  impotent.  It  seeks 
to  proclaim  a  whole  Qospel  for  the  whole  person  set 
in  a  whole  world. 


Crowded  sanctuary  of  Metropolitan  Church  in  Detroit  symbolizes  the  "Mission  to  the 
Eighties"  as  Wesleyan  tradition  churches  in  90  countries,  along  with  other  interested 
Christians  seek  to  make  the  eighties  a  decade  of  advance  and  evangelism. 

New  World  Mission  Signals  Start  In  North  America 

The  capital  city  of  the  United  States  will  be  the  focal  point  for  launching  the  "Mission  to  the  Eighties”  in  North 
America.  Public  meetings  in  Washington's  Constitution  Hall,  Baltimore  Civic  Arena  and  satellite  locations  will  be  held 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Alan  Walker  and  world  leaders  from  all  parts  of  the  globe.  This  mission  will  launch  a  thrust  in 
evangelism  for  the  coming  decade. 

According  to  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  North  American  Regional  Secretary  for  World  Evangelism,  who  is  on  the  staff 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  twenty-five  New  World  Missioners  from  twenty  countries  will  be  coming  to  Washington  for 
this  occasion.  On  Friday,  February  29,  a  service  of  celebration  will  be  held  at  the  Baltimore  Civic  Arena.  In  March  these 
missioners  will  conduct  seventy-five  New  World  Missions  across  the  United  States. 

The  New  World  Mission  is  an  exciting  concept  in  Christian  ministry  for  the  local  church.  As  persons  from  other 
cultures  come  to  preach  the  gospel  to  Americans,  new  insights  are  gained  and  new  commitments  experienced  in  Christian 
faith  and  discipleship.  According  to  Mr.  Fox,  many  persons  have  been  touched  by  this  unique  program.  Out  of  the  New 
World  Missions  in  March,  new  disciples  will  be  made  by  the  witness  of  these  international  participants  in  the  “Mission  to 
the  Eighties”. 

Among  other  aims,  the  New  World  Mission  seeks  “to  openly  gain  the  allegiance  of  persons  to  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
kingdom  of  God;  to  proclaim  the  lordship  of  Christ  in  all  areas  of  life;  to  provide  a  nationwide  opportunity  for  exciting 
Christians  from  other  lands  to  witness  in  the  U nited  States.  ’ 

Churches  interested  in  participating  in  the  New  World  Mission  should  write  or  call  immediately:  H.  Eddie  Fox,  I  .0. 
Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202  (phone  615/327-2700).  Dates  of  availability  for  missioners  are:  March  2-6,  1980;  March  9- 
13,  1980;  and  March  16-20,  1980. 

A  CALL  TO  YOUTH 

Half  the  human  family  is  under  21  years  of  age.  World 
Evangelism,  facing  this  fact,  is  organizing  an  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference  from  July  22-29,  1980.  It  will  be 
held  at  Truro,  Cornwall,  England. 

Thousands  of  young  people  from  many  countries  will 
assemble  at  the  Conference.  Tour  groups  are  being  planned 
from  the  United  States,  Australia  and  other  countries.  Special 
financial  assistance  is  being  offered  to  help  young  people  from 
developing  countries  to  attend.  The  purpose  of  the  Conference 
is  to  challenge  youth  to  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  and  to 
equip  them  for  witness  and  evangelism  in  their  own  lands. 

The  Conference  program  will  include  a  daily  Bible  Study 
led  by  the  Rev.  Donald  English  of  England,  workshops  and 
seminars  addressed  by  internationally  known  speakers  and  a 
mighty  evangelical  happening.  Young  people  will  share  in  the 
leadership  of  the  Conference  through  speaking  and  music. 


13th  World  Methodist  Conference,  Dublin,  Ireland, 
where  World  Evangelism  Program  for  Eighties  was 
born. 


CHAIRPERSONS 
WORLD  EVANGELISM 

(Loft)  GEORGE  W.  SAILS 


London,  England 

Great  rallies  will  be  held  at  Gwennap  Pit  where  John  Wesley  (Right)  W.  McFERRIN  STOWE 
preached  17  times  to  Cornish  miners  and  in  Truro  Cathedral.  Dallas,  Texas 
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THE  CHALLENGE  OF  WORLD  EVANGELISM 

“Let  the  Eighties  be  a  Decade  of  Evangelism!”  This  is 
the  call  which  the  World  Evangelism  program  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  is  issuing  to  all  Christians  ’round  the 
globe. 

A  great  Mission  to  the  Eighties  will  be  given  a  world 
launching  in  Suva,  Fiji  on  Sunday,  January  6,  1980.  It  will 
be  followed  by  high  visibility  events  and  local  church  wit¬ 
ness  across  the  world,  all  designed  to  proclaim  the  Gospel 
and  make  new  Christian  disciples. 

CALL  TO  PRAYER  AND  WITNESS 

The  eighties  will  begin  with  a  call  to  prayer  and  witness. 
A  Round-the-World  Prayer  Event  will  begin  in  Tonga  on 
December  31,  New  Year’s  Eve.  It  will  continue  with  large 
prayer  gatherings  in  each  country  and  all  local  churches  are 
urged  to  ‘pray-in’  the  new  decade.  A  special  cassette  with 
prayers  by  world  leaders  who  are  Christians  is  available. 

A  Bible  Study  with  a  difference  is  offered  for  Lent  1980. 
It  presents  six  conversion  stories  in  the  New  Testament 
under  the  title:  “Life  Begins  at  Christ”.  It  is  written  as  an 
aid  for  Christians  in  inviting  their  not-yet-Christian  friends 
in  house  groups  for  fellowship  and  study,  as  well  as  for 
personal  study  and  growth  in  the  Faith. 

The  Pass-It-On  strategy  is  catching  on.  The  idea  is  for 
Christians  to  purchase  a  pack  of  books  and  pass  them  on  to 
others  as  an  act  of  witness.  “Why  1  Believe  in  the  Church”  is 
a  new,  readable  must  for  use  by  individuals  and  churches. 


THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

The  basic  unit  for  the  mission  of  Jesus  is  the  local 
church.  “See  How  They  Grow”  is  the  title  of  an  exciting 
book  which  tells  the  story  of  twelve  vital  churches  in  twelve 
cultures.  Principles  for  growth  are  the  same  from  Eastern 
Germany  to  Ghana,  from  Baltimore  to  England,  from 
Mexico  to  Cape  Town. 

Cassettes  are  available  which  offer  Christ,  others  present 
lectures  on  evangelism  and  show  how  local  churches  may 
move  outward  with  the  Gospel.  The  “Evangelization  for  Our 
World”  tape  seminar  is  recommended  for  personal  growth 
and  group  training. 

To  reach  85%  of  the  Methodist  people  of  the  world, 
eighteen  languages  must  be  used.  Translations  of  many 
World  Evangelization  resources  are  available  in  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  German,  Sinhala,  Korean  and  Chinese. 

I  MULTIPLYING  THE  WITNESSES 

j  World  Evangelism  is  multiplying  the  witnesses  of  the 
Faith.  Seminars  on  evangelical  preaching  and  local  church 
evangelism  are  being  held  in  many  lands.  “Missioners  to  the 
Eighties”  are  being  accredited  to  conduct  evangelical 
missions  in  neighboring  churches  and  areas. 

An  International  Christian  Youth  Conference  is  to  be 
held  in  Cornwall,  England  from  July  22-29,  1980.  Thousands 
of  young  people  will  gather,  with  World  Evangelism 
assisting  many  to  come  from  developing  nations.  Young 
people  will  return  to  their  own  countries  equipped  to  wit¬ 
ness,  aflame  with  Christ. 


□ 


MASS  MEDIA:  RADIO,  TV,  FILM 

An  international  radio  program  called  “Right  of  Reply” 
is  being  recorded  and  will  he  heard  in  many  countries.  It  is 
available  for  ministers  to  use  in  connection  with  "daily 
devotion’  opportunities  on  local  radio  stations  or  church- 
sponsored  as  a  weekly  episode.  A  set  of  six  14-minute 
programs  may  now  be  ordered. 

A  half-hour  video-tape  entitled  “Roots  of  Faith”,  can  be 
obtained  for  local  television  screening.  International 
Christian  leaders  are  presented  witnessing  to  their  faith 
before  the  backdrop  of  the  Holy  Land.  The  38-minute  color 
feature  film,  “Love  in  Action”  is  available  for  churches  now. 
An  evangelical  film  to  be  released  in  1980  is  being  produced 
outside  the  Western  world.  It  will  seek  to  show  the  power  of 
Christ  to  change  lives  and  change  society. 

|  THE  MESSAGE  GOES  FORTH 

World  Evangelism  offers  a  three-fold  message  to  all 
people.  It  seeks  the  commitment  and  the  conversion  of  men 
and  women  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Its  purpose  is  to 
“make  disciples”,  to  draw  people  into  the  fellowship  of 
churches  where  they  may  live  and  grow.  World  Evangelism 
is  setting  out  to  change  the  world.  It  offers  a  Christ  who  is 
both  Redeemer  and  Liberator,  Saviour  and  Emancipator. 

A  Decade  of  Evangelism  in  the  Eighties  could  see 
miracles  happening.  The  Christian  Faith  is  showing  strength 
and  resilience  in  the  Communist  world  and  is  marching 
forward  in  developing  countries.  Even  in  the  West  the 
lapping  of  the  waters  of  renewal  can  be  heard.  Now  is  the 
time  to  ask  and  expect  great  things  of  God  through  World 
Evangelism. 


How  You  Can 
Respond 


I  BECOME  PART  OF  A  SIGNIFICANT  VOLUNTARY  ENDEAVOR  to 

I  spread  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ.  World  Evangelism  recognizes  that  the 
Church  Is  universal  and  that  tha  whole  world  la  a  mission  field.  You,  your  church, 
may  join  In  by  securing  and  using  the  “Round-the-World"  prayer  tape;  by  using  the 
Bible  Study  LIFE  BEGINS  AT  CHRIST;  and  by  considering  the  new  resources  which 
have  been  developed  to  enable  you  to  be  a  more  effective  Christian  witness  and  your 
church  to  engage  In  new  ministries. 

,  BEYOND  YOUR  LOCAL  CHURCH  YOU  MAY  HELP  “REACH  FOR 
'  THE  WORLD".  Methodism  can  become  a  vital  and  powerful  movement  again  on 
the  world  scene!  World  Evangelism  has  presented  a  plan  to  “Reach  for  our  World” 
through  coordinated  acts  of  witness  and  service  around  the  globe,  sharing  with  the 
whole  world  Christ’s  love  and  gift  of  salvation.  World  Evangelism  is  made  possible 
through  the  giving  of  generous  lay  people,  primarily  in  the  United  States  and 
Australia.  You  may  want  to  make  a  personal  contribution  to  this  program  which  aims 
to  help  World  Methodism  become  a  movement  in  our  time.  Gifts  are  tax  deductible. 
Keep  In  touch  with  the  “Mission  to  the  Eighties”!  Address  World  Methodist  Council, 
P.  O.  Box  518,  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  28745.  Upon  request  you  may  receive  the  WMC 
evangelism  Journal,  FLAME. 


COVENANT  CELLS 

Covenanting  for  World  Evangelism  cpi  happen  “whenever  two  or  three  are 
gathered  in  His  name”.  It  offers  to  everyone  a  means  of  sharing  in  the  evangelization 
of  the  world.  By  pledging  to  pray,  work,  adjfl  give,  to  support  the  local  church,  to  join 
with  other  Christians  in  Christian  sharing  and  to  seek  world  justice  and  freedom, 
individuals  all  over  the  world  become  part  of  an  exciting  world  fellowship. 

Covenant  Cells  can  be  organized  in  |  number  of  ways:  Sometimes  in  homes, 
sometimes  in  church  buildings,  sometimes Ils  a  part  of  regular  groups  that  are  already 
meeting.  Newly  formed  cells  are  made  up  o|from  5  to  10  people  who  come  together,  at 


A  Service  of  Celebration  at  the  Upper  Room  Chapel, 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  a  part  of  the  New  World  Mission  Week 
of  Orientation. 


PRAYER  FOR  WORLD 
EVANGELIZATION 

"0  God,  who  gave  your  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  all 
people,  we  pray  for  the  evangelization  of  the  whole 
world.  Grant  that  people  everywhere  may  receive 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ.  Teach  us  how  to 
fashion  a  world  of  justice  and  freedom.  Show  us 
how,  m  dependence  on  your  Spirit,  we  may  each 
share  our  faith  with  others.  Amen." 


least  monthly,  for  study,  prayer, 
members,  it  should  become  two  Cells,  A 
each  Cell  meeting.  The  Cell*  have 
Gospel  to  the  whole  world. 
GUIDELINES  FOR  CELL  MUlfNGj 
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there  will 
may  adopt 
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needing  healing  and  salval 
penings  of  World  Evangelism 
missions,  evangelism  training  schools, 
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country  for  informed  praying. 


Once  a  Cell  grows  to  more  than  10 
summons  and  organizes 
ad  of  the  Christian 


a  hymn 
ill  meeting 
arkings  as 
(  is  part  of 
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evangelism?  Bible 
In  action.  Is  someone  In 
for  God?  How  can  we 
How  shall  we  personally  confess 
we  do  through  the  local  church  and 
the  World  Evangelism  program  to  spread  the  Gospel? 
Seek  answers  together  as  a  Covenant  Cell. 


The  United  Methodist  Keporter/World  Methodist  Council  Insert 


You  Can  Be  A  Part 

The  Christian  Church  is  being  summoned  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  undertake  with 
renewed  vision  and  vigor  the  unfinished  task  of  the  evangelization  of  the  world.  The 
need  rises  out  of  the  plight  of  humanity.  People  who  are  yet  to  hear  the  Christian 
Gospel  are  found  in  every  society  on  every  continent. 

The  nature  of  world  society  makes  possible  a  world  Christian  strategy  as 
never  before.  Rapid  air- travel,  instant  communicaiton,  the  interdependence  of 
nations  give  new  significance  to  the  Biblical  statement:  “Behold  I  have  set 
before  you  an  open  door  which  no  man  can  shut.” 

“Mission  to  the  80s”  happens  as  Christians  begin  where  they  are,  in  offering 
the  whole  Gospel  to  the  whole  world.  The  resources  described  here  can  help  you 
.to  begin... _ _ _ 


The  Bible  Study 

LIFE  BEGINS  AT  CHRIST 

For  Lent  1980  and  general  use,  World  Evangelism  offers  a  Bible  Study  with  a  difference.  Entitled  LIFE  BEGINS 
AT  CHRIST,  the  study  is  based  on  six  conversion  stories  of  the  New  Testament  and  shows  how  the  Holy  Spirit 
transforms  human  lives. 

Written  by  Dr.  Alan  Walker,  the  Bible  Study  has  an  evangelical  purpose.  It  is  hoped  during  Lent  1980  Christians 
will  gather  their  not-yet-Christian  friends  and  neighbors  into  their  homes  and  churches  to  share  in  discussion  together. 

Out  of  the  studies  can  come  insights  as  to  how  people  may  come  to  an  experience  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Guidelines  are  available  showing  how  the  Bible  material  can  be  used.  Order  LIFE  BEGINS  AT  CHRIST  in 
quantity  for  use  by  groups  in  your  church.  (See  order  form  below) 

Prayer  Event 

ROUND-THE-WORLD  PRAYER  CASSETTE 

A  Round-The-World  Prayer  Chain  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  December  31  this  year,  will  begin  in 
Tonga  where  “the  day  begins”.  Then  from  country  to  country  as  the  hours  move  on,  the  voice  of 
prayer  will  be  heard. 

A  special  Round-The-World  Prayer  Cassette  is  available  with  short  prayers  from  world  leaders 
who  are  Christians.  Introduced  by  Alan  Walker,  participants  are:  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  England;  the  Vice-President  of  Liberia;  Minister  for  Home  Affairs  for  Australia;  the 
Governor  General  of  Fiji;  a  United  States  Senator;  and  the  Chairman  of  World  Evangelism.  Order 
the  cassette  at  once  for  your  personal  use,  for  your  church  on  December  31,  1979  and  for  sharing 
with  others  as  a  tape  ministry.  (Order  below) 

Stimulating  Reading  for  Every  Christian 

SEE  HOW  THEY  GROW 

SEE  HOW  THEY  GROW  tells  the  story  of  a  dozen  vital  churches  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  From  it 
arises  many  suggestions  to  help  churches  become  more  effective. 

Chapter  headings  include:  “God’s  Workshop  in  Bremen”,  “A  Black  Church  in  Baltimore”,  ‘‘A  Village 
Church  in  Ghana”,  “A  Serving  Church  in  Asia”,  a  church  is  shown  living  under  Communism  “An  Open  Church 
in  Eastern  Germany”,  “An  Old  New  Church  in  England”  and  “An  Australian  Frontier  Church”. 

Are  the  principles  which  operate  behind  effective  churches  the  same  the  world  over?  Yes,  is  the  answer  which 
comes  from  this  book.  SEE  HOW  THEY  GROW  will  give  those  principles. 

Person  to  Person  Witness 

WHY  I  BELIEVE  IN  THE  CHURCH 

Every  local  congregation  would  be  strengthened  by  having  on  hand  a  quantity  of  this  excellent  booklet  for  passing 
along  to  those  who  have  questions  about  the  meaning  of  the  church  and  its  mission  in  our  world.  Written  by  Peter  Bolt,  a 
well-known  British  churchman  who  has  worked  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  it  can  be  read  in  ten  minutes  and  is  designed 
to  help  church  members  express  the  meaning  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  in  personal  terms  and  to  challenge  non-church 
members  with  the  call  of  Christ  for  discipleship.  For  a  stronger,  more  effective  local  congregation,  provide  copies  of  “Why 
I  Believe  in  the  Church”  to  help  begin  your  “Mission  to  the  Eighties”. 


NOVEMBER  16. 1979 

RADIO  -  TV  -  FILM  • 

LOVE  IN  ACTION,  a  motion  picture  (38  minutes  color)  for 

•  local  churches  shows  Cathy  Noble,  a  young  journalist  who  is  in¬ 
different  to  Christianity,  sees  ‘love  in  action’  among  destitute  men,  the 
lonely  and  desperate,  the  aged,  the  handicapped  and  homeless  in 

•  Sydney,  Australia.  Filmed  in  Australia,  this  moving  story  of  a  witness 
given  by  one  of  the  most  unusual  churches  in  the  world,  Wesley 

•  Central  Mission,  and  the  miracle  of  conversion  in  the  life  of  Cathy 
Noble  makes  an  impact  on  the  Christian  and  non-Christian  alike. 

“Love  in  Action”  is  available  from  United  Methodist  Film  Service, 

1525  McGavock  Street,  Nashville,  TN  37203.  Rental  is  $25.00. 

RIGHT  OF  REPLY  is  a  fast-paced  14-minute  new-style 
radio  program,  recorded  in  a  number  of  world  locations.  It  presents  a 
brief  statement  by  Dr.  Alan  Walker,  followed  by  questions  and  an- 
swers  with  a  live  audience. 

Timed  to  fit  into  a  15-minute  radio  slot,  such  as  those  available  for 

•  weekday  devotional  periods,  a  series  of  six  programs  is  now  offered  in 
the  U.S.  for  pastors  to  place  on  local  stations.  Package  of  six  RIGHT 
OF  REPLY  programs,  on  six  separate  reels,  ready  for  broadcast  ... 

$18.00  (Order  below) 

ROOTS  OF  FAITH,  a  26 Vi  minute  video-tape  feature  for 
television  presents  the  testimony  of  outstanding  world  Christian 
leaders  speaking  before  the  back-drop  of  the  sacred  sites  of  Galilee, 

•  Jerusalem  and  Athens.  It  features  Roy  C.  Nichols,  Alan  Walker,  John 
Bryant,  George  Hunter,  Oral  Roberts,  Johnnie  Marie  Grimes,  Bob 
Andrews  and  others  in  cameo  appearances.  W.  McFerrin  Stowe 
addresses  the  program’s  purpose  as  he  speaks  from  the  Temple  Mount 
near  the  Dome  of  the  Rock,  Jerusalem. 

•  “Roots  of  Faith”  is  expected  to  be  placed  on  100  television 

stations  across  America  over  the  next  six  months.  Mark  and  return  the 
form  below  if  you  would  like  to  help  place  this  program  on  a  TV  station 
^P  in  your  area. 


•••••• 


SAMPLER  SETS 


BOOKS  TO  TASS  ON’ 

Five  small,  attractive  Pass-It-On  books  by  Keith  Miller, 
William  Barclay,  Harry  Richardson,  Alan  Walker  and  Peter 
Bolt,  deal  with  important  aspects  of  the  Christian  faith  in  a 
personal  and  interesting  way. 

The  Pass- It- On  strategy  is  working.  The  idea  is  for 
Christians  to  obtain  5  or  10  copies  of  each  book  and  pass  them 
on  by  giving  them,  or  selling  them,  to  not-yet-Christian 
friends,  business  colleagues  or  neighbors.  Discussion  may 
follow  later,  perhaps  leading  people  toward  a  personal 
discovery  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Last  Easter  one  church  made  an  Easter-Pack  of  four 
Pass- It -On  Books  and  challenged  its  members  to  make  the 
distribution  of  the  books  a  Lenten  and  Easter  act  of  witness. 
Thousands  were  circulated.  Some  members  placed  them  in  the 
waiting  room  of  their  doctor  or  dentist,  others  mailed  them 
with  a  letter  to  friends.  Some  gave  them  to  persons  they  met  on 
buses  and  planes.  By  securing  the  Sampler  Packet  of  five,  you 
will  see  how  to  offer  them  in  packages  of  several  as  a  part  of 
your  church’s  literature  evangelism.  Order  SAMPLER 
PACKET  OF  FIVE  to  secure  one  copy  of  each.  Cost  is 
$3.00  each.  Order  below. 


HOW  WORLD 

EVANGELISM  WORKS 

World  Evangelism  h*  an  undertaking  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  The  Council  is  composed  of  62  constituent  churches  of 
the  Wesleyan  tradition  operating  in  90  different  countries.  The 
Executive  Chairman  is  Dr.  Kenneth  Greet  of  England  and  the 
General  Secretary  is  Dr.  Joe  Hale  of  the  United  States.  Bishop 
Dwight  E.  Loder  is  President  of  the  North  American  Section  and 
Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  is  one  of  eight  world  Presidents.  A 
World  Evangelism  Committee,  responsible  to  the  Council.  gi\e« 
direction  to  the  World  Evangelism  program. 

Chairman  of  the  World  Evangelism  Committee  is  the  Rev. 

George  W.  Sails  of  London.  England,  and  the  Vice-Chairman  is  Alan  Walker 
Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  erf  the  United  States.  The  Director  of  World 
Evangelism  is  Dr.  Alan  W  alker  of  Australia.  Finance  chairman  is  Mr.  Harry 
Young  of  Iowa.  Treasurer  is  John  R.  Harper  of  Philadelphia.  The  Rev.  Alan 
Jackson  of  Australia  is  World  Secretary  for  the  World  Covenant  Fellowship 
and  covenant  cells  With  Rev.  J.  Robert  Martin  the  Covenant  Organizer  in 
America. 

Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  the  North  American  Regional  Secretary  for  W;orld 
Evangelism,  is  based  at  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville.  The  par¬ 
ticipation  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  central:  Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert 
serves  on  the  WMC  Executive  Committee  and  Dr.  George  Hunter  on  the 
World  Evangelism  Committee. 

Six  other  Methodist  churches  in  the  U.S.  are  part  of  World  Evangelism: 
the  AME,  AMEZ.  CME.  Free- Methodist,  Primitive  Methodist  and  Wesleyan 
Churches. 


Lectures  on  Tape 

WORLD  EVANGELIZATION  SEMINAR 

Featuring  Alan  Walker  -  Joe  Hale  -  George  i 
Morris.  This  twelve  cassette  seminar  covers  the  basics  | 
of  the  New  Evangelism  with  such  topics  as: 

The  Message  of  Evangelism  Today; 

Evangelism  Through  the  Local  Church; 

Personal  and  Social  Witness  in  Evangelism; 

Preaching  for  Conversion; 

Power  for  Evangelism; 

Motives  for  Christian  Witness;  Church  Growth  Principles  and  Strategies; 

Christian  Faith  As  a  Movement;  The  Occasion  for  Response  to  the  Sermon 
and  other  timely  practical  topics  on  Evangelism.  These  lectures  were  recorded  at  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  Georgia  in  a  classroom  theatre  with  representatives  from  16  American 
states  and  7  other  countries. 

The  12- tape  series  comes  in  an  attractive  album,  with  guidesheet  and  suggested 
readings.  It  may  be  used  for  individualized  study  for  the  busy  pastor;  training  sessions  for 
evangelism  committees;  church  school  discussion  groups,  and  many  other  creative  ap¬ 
plications.  (Produced  by  Ernie  Nivens) 

Total  cost:  $59.95,  including  handling  and  dripping.  All  tape*  are  guaranteed  and  will  h* 


at  no  charge  if  defective.  Cash  or  cheek  must  accompany  order,  mailed  to 
Creative  Media  Associates,  P.O.  Box  1521,  &dey,  South  Carolina  296*0  V  P 

TWO  ACTION-PACKED  WEEKS 

International  Christian 
Youth  Conference 

i 


Hundreds  of  young  people  are  coming  from  all 
over  the  world.  A  conference  with  the  purpose  of 
calling  all  young  people  to  a  personal  commitment 
to  Jesus  Christ  and  to  help  equip  them  to  share  in 
world  evangelization  will  be  held  at  Truro  School 
with  its  extensive  buildings  and  playing  fields.  Set 
for  July  22  to  July  29,  it  will  include  rallies  at  the 
famous  Gwennap  Pit  (where  Wesley  preached)  and 
Truro  Cathedral.  Tour  groups  from  the  United 
States  are  now  in  formation  affording  seven  days  of 
sightseeing  in  England  plus  seven  days  in  the 
International  Christian  Youth  Conference. 


rom  New  York,  $795,00;  from  LokAngeU*,  $885.00;  from 
Dallas,  $880.00;  from  Atlanta,  $880.00  and  from  Miami,  $915.00.  For  a 
descriptive  folder  on  how  you  may  be  a  part  of  this  important  event, 
please  detach  the  coupon  and  mail  it  to  Dr.  Raoul  C.  Calkins,  North 
American  Registrar,  P.O.  Box  6007,  Lakeland,  FL  33803. 


THREE  BIBLE  STUDIES 

Three  outstanding  Bible  Studies  have  been 
produced  and  printed  in  many  languages  to  help 
further  the  cause  of  the  spread  of  the  Gospel.  A 
SAMPLER  SET  OF  THREE  WORLD 
EVANGELISM  BIBLE  STUDIES  is  available: 
JESUS  CHRIST  FOR  TODAY,  by  William  Bar¬ 
clay;  CHRISTIAN  DISCIPLESHIP-THE  HARD 
WAY,  by  Donald  English;  and  LIFE  BEGINS  AT 
CHRIST,  by  Alan  Walker.  The  Sampler  Set  of  three, 
$2.75.  Order  below.  An  excellent  way  to  look  at 
several  possibilities  before  choosing  a  study  that  will 
meet  your  specific  needs. 


Choral  Arrangement 

“ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD’ 


World  Evangelization 
Smith,  an  outstanding 
special  arrangement  f 
joy  it  offers  its  messag* 
moving  —  All  over  the 
be  —  All  over  the 
glory  of  the  Lo/j 
in  quantity  for 
or  more.  251  each? 


a  theme  song.  Eric 
isician,  has  created  a 
church  choirs.  With  lilt  and 
the  world,  the  Spirit  is 
prophets  said  it  would 
nighty  revelation  of  the 
n  er  the  sea  .  .  Order 
oir  member.  40C  1-9  copies;  10  copies 


I  I  Please  send  a  folder  with  tour  information  and 
an  enrollment  form  for  the  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference. 

□  i  am  interested  in  enrolling  as  a  tour  escort. 


Name  . 


Address 


City_ 


State 


Zii 


ip 


Home  Church  _ 


_  Home  Telephone  _ 


to  the  80s” 


Detach  and  Return  to: 

World  Methodist  Council  •  P.  O.  Box  518  •  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  28745 


KEY  “MISSION  TO  THE  80s” 

RESOURCES  HI 


Detach  and  Return  to: 

DISCIPLESHIP  RESOURCES  •  P.  O.  Box  840  •  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202 
Item  Amount 


Quantity 


Item 


Amount 


Round-The-World  Prayer  Cassette  S3. 00  each 


Right  of  Reply  (Series  of  Six  radio  programs)  $1 8.00  (set  of  6) 


Choir  arrangement:  ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD  (8  pages)  1-9  copies,  40c  each 

10  or  more,  25c  each 


Tape  Seminar  (Evangelization  For  Our  World  Lectures  —  recorded  live)  S59.95. 

(check  must  accompany  order  on  this  item) 


O  I  will  attempt  to  place  ROOTS  OF  FAITH  on  a  TV  station  in  my  area. 


Name 


Address 


City  . 


Handling  and 
Postage 


Order  Total 


.50 


.State  . 


.Zip  . 


□  I  want  to  help  with  the  “Mission  to  the  Eighties.”  My  personal  contribution  is  enclosed. 


Bible  Study:  LIFE  BEGINS  AT  CHRIST  (EV095B)  1-25  copies,  $1.50  each; 

26-99  copies,  $1.25  each;  100  or  more  copies,  $1.00  each. 

SEE  HOW  THEY  GROW  ed.  by  Alan  Walker  (EV079K)  inspiring  story  of 
the  church  on  the  move.  $1.95  each. 

WHY  I  BELIEVE  IN  THE  CHURCH  by  Peter  Bolt  (EV076K)  An  impressive 
testimony  by  an  outstanding  believer.  60c  each;  2-99,  50c  each;  100  or  more,  45c  each. 

Sampler  Set  of  5  PASS-IT-ON  BOOKS  (EV027P)  by  Keith  Miller,  William 

Barclay,  Harry  V.  Richardson,  Peter  Bolt  and  Alan  Walker  $3.00  per  set. 

Sampler  Set  of  3  BIBLE  STUDIES  (B014P)  Jesus  Christ  for  Today  by 

William  Barclay;  Christian  Discipleship  —  The  Hard  Way  by  Donald  English; 

Life  Begins  at  Christ,  by  Alan  Walker.  $2.75  per  set. 

Name 

Handling 

TOTAL 

.50 

Add  50c  handling  to  all  orders.  We  pay  postage 

Address 


|  City  . 
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UM  agency  approves 
television  proposal 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.— A  proposal  to 
thrust  the  United  Methodist  Church  into 
the  television  industry  —  including 
primetime  television  programming  — 
cleared  the  first  of  four  hurdles  toward 
possible  adoption  here  as  it  was  endorsed 
by  the  denomination’s  general 
communication  agency  last  weekend. 

The  board  of  managers  of  United 
Methodist  Communications,  meeting 
here  Nov.  8-10,  recommended  that  the 
church  purchase  and  operate 
“commercial  broadcast  properties”  — 
television  and/or  radio  stations  —  with 
the  revenue  generated  from  the 
operation  funneled  into  producing  and 
distributing  high  quality  programs  which 
reflect  Christian  values. 

Charles  Cappleman,  board  president 
from  Tarzana,  Calif.,  said  the  purpose  of 
this  proposal  is  to  establish  a  “significant 
United  Methodist  presence  in  the 
television  industry.”  The  means  of 
accomplishing  this  purpose  is  through 
the  purchase  and  operation  of  broadcast 
properties  —  thus  providing  a  self- 
sustaining  source  of  income  for  program 
production,  and  an  ability  to  influence 
the  television  industry  “from  the  inside.” 

The  proposal  calls  for  creation  of  a 
"not-for-profit”  foundation  to  raise 
money  for  purchasing  the  broadcast 
properties.  A  “for-profit”  corporation 
would  also  be  set  up  to  operate  the 
station. 

The  proposal,  which  was 
recommended  by  a  joint  task  force  of 
United  Methodist  Communications  and 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA),  also  includes: 

•  a  goal  of  $25  million  to  be  raised 
across  three  years,  beginning  no  later 
than  Jan.  1,  1981,  with  the  intention  to 
purchase  a  station  by  the  end  of  the 
second  year; 

i  •  a  design  that  the  funding  effort  be 
;  “clearly  separate  from  and  not  in 
^  competition  with”  the  ongoing  benevo- 
; j  lence progra mofthechurch; 
t*  •  a  stipulation  that  the  funds  be 
solicited  on  a  voluntary  basis  and  that  no 
system  of  financial  apportionments  or 
quotas  to  local  churches  be  employed. 

Among  the  reasons  given  for  the 
church’s  proposed  establishment  of  this 
type  of  “presence”  in  television  are:  (1) 
TV  is  the  “primary  educator  of  our 
society”:  (2)  Christians  have  a 
!  precedent  in  the  examples  of  Jesus  and 
%  John  Wesley  for  going  where  the  people 
are  to  preach  the  Gospel;  (3)  several 
denominations  which  are  growing 


numerically  are  effectively  using  TV. 

Also  listed  were:  (4)  participating  in 
the  industry  offers  the  greatest  number 
of  benefits  for  impacting  television  and 
those  who  control  it;  and  (5)  the  cost  for 
program  production  and  placement  on  a 
national  network  would  be  more  than  $1 
million  annually  at  the  very  least— and 
this  level  of  funding  could  best  be 
secured  through  ownership  and 
operation  of  a  television  station  rather 
than  through  usual  church  funding 
sources. 

Malcolm  Poindexter  of  Philadelphia 
opposed  the  proposal,  saying  the  venture 
was  “too  risky”  financially.  He 
suggested  instead  that  the  board 
consider  producing  a  half-hour  weekly 
TV  program.  The  Rev.  David  Chaney  of 
Glen  Ellyn,  Ill.,  questioned  whether  the 
church  could  continue  to  speak 
prophetically  to  an  industry  in  which  it 
had  a  financial  stake. 

Proponents  agreed  that  risk  was 
involved  but  they  said  the  church  needed 
to  bring  its  presence  into  national 
television.  “We  are  already  30  years 
behind,”  said  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  of  Dallas.  “The  risk  we 
cannot  afford  to  take  is  to  do  nothing.  ” 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Alley  of  West 
Columbia,  S.C.,  said,  “The  pulpit  of 
today  is  the  electronic  media,  not  the  oak 
wood  of  the  18th  century.  We  can’t  be 
prophetic  outside  the  system.” 

The  question  is  not  whether  the  church 
gets  involved  in  television,  said  Harry 
Johnson,  Brookline,  Mass.  “The  question 
is  when,  how  and  to  what  degree?  We 
must  embrace  the  gift  of  our  age  — 
technology.  And  then  we  must  see  how  to 
use  TV  to  complement  our  evangelistic 
mission.” 

The  proposal  was  adopted  by  the  board 
of  managers  with  only  two  dissenting 
votes. 

The  next  two  hurdles  for  the  proposal 
come  later  this  month.  The  General 
Council-  on  Ministries  (GCOM),  the 
denomination’s  program  coordinating 
council  and  the  parent  body  for  the 
communications  agency,  will  consider 
the  proposal.  At  the  same  time,  GCFA, 
the  church’s  agency  in  charge  of  fiscal 
affairs,  will  be  scrutinizing  the 
proposals’  fiscal  implications.  The  last 
hurdle  will  be  the  General  Conference. 

In  other  business,  the  board  presented 
the  Arthur  West  Awards  for  excellence  in 
religion  news  writing.  First  place  in 
feature  articles  went  to  John  Dart  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Times.  The  top  award  in 
news  stories  was  presented  to  J.  Richard 
Peck  of  Newscope,  Nashville. 


People  in 

A  real  home 

Here’s  one  lady  who  testifies  for  a 
United  Methodist-related  retirement 
home.  Spry,  84-year-old  Faye  Wertz, 
who  moved  into  Landsun  Home  some 
15  years  ago  “before  the  locks  were  on 
the  apartment  doors  or  the  elevator 
was  finished”  says  she  loves  it.  “I 
thank  God  every  night  for  guiding  me 
to  Landsun.  The  burdens  are  taken 
from  us  and  we’re  left  free  to  enjoy 
life  —  this  is  a  real  home.”  And  with 
that,  she  mounts  her  three-wheeled 
motorized  bicycle  and  heads  for  the 
community  talent  show  in  Carlsbad, 
N.M.,  where  she  belts  out  her 
rendition  of  Sophie  Tucker’s  “I  Don’t 
Wanna  Get  Fat.” 

Womb,  not  loom 

Even  district  superintendents  goof. 
Dr.  Earl  Kifer,  Wichita  Falls  D.S.  in 
the  North  Texas  conference,  made  a 
classic  slip  of  the  tongue  in  a  worship 
service  in  First  UMC,  Decatur,  Texas 
recently.  Reading  Psalm  127,  he  came 
to  the  line  “Behold,  children  are  a  gift 
of  the  Lord ;  the  fruit  of  the  womb  is  a 
reward.”  Only  he  slipped  and  read  it 
“the  fruit  of  the  loom  is  a  reward.” 


Although  the  congregation  was  too 
polite  to  laugh,  his  bishop,  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe,  also  present  at  the 
service,  later  told  the  red-faced  D.S. 
that  he  knew  Fruit-of-the-Loom  was  a 
fine  product  but  never  until  then  had 
he  known  it  was  mentioned  in  the  | 
Bible.  ) 


Thankful  church  rejoices 
in  members’  ‘can  do’  spirit 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

TAYLOR,  Texas  —  Since  Thanks¬ 
giving  is  a  time  to  thank  God  for 
blessings,  the  congregation  of  Tenth 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  here  be¬ 
lieves  it  has  a  great  deal  to  be  thankful 
for  this  season :  a  completely  remodeled 
sanctuary  and  educational  building  — 
debt  free! 

This  is  quite  a  success  story  for  any 
church,  they  claim,  but  especially  Jor  a 
church  of  only  222  members  in  this 
community  of  Swedish  heritage. 

How  did  they  come  up  with  the  extra 
$55,000  to  pay  for  the  remodeling  of  the 
80-year-old  structure  (last  remodeled  30 
years  ago)?  They  raised  it  and  saved  it. 

For  several  years,  church  members 
have  participated  in  the  Lord’s  Acre  pro¬ 
gram,  a  financial  program  through 
which  members  pledge  income  gained 
from  selling  crops  or  animals  set  aside 
“for  the  Lord,”  such  as  vegetables  raised 
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in  a  garden  and  then  sold.  One  member, 
a  plumber,  gave  all  the  income  earned 
from  selling  scrap  pipes 

Then  each  fall,  the  church  held  a  Har¬ 
vest  Festival  to  celebrate.  The  money  col¬ 
lected  was  invested  in  interest-earning 
certificates,  anticipating  some  future 
expense.  When  the  members  decided  to 
remodel  the  church  two  years  ago, 
presto!  they  had  already  saved  most  of 
the  money  for  the  job. 

“It’s  a  fantastic  idea  for  small 
churches  who  think  they  can’t  do  some¬ 
thing,”  said  Monica  Blaha,  wife  of  the 
building  committee  chairperson  and  co- 
contractor  for  the  project  with  her 
husband.  They  also  saved  more  than  one- 
half  of  an  estimated  building  cost  by 
serving  as  contractors  and  sub-letting 
the  labor,  she  said. 

Another  chunk  of  the  fundraising  was 
done  through  memorial  gifts,  as  in¬ 
dividuals  purchased  items  for  the  church 
in  memory  of  a  deceased  person  or  in 
honor  of  a  living  person,  Mrs.  Blaha  said. 
They  were  able  to  finance  the  faceted  art 
glass  windows  —  of  which  they  are 
particularly  proud  —  and  light  fixtures  in 
this  manner,  she  added. 

The  combination  of  funds  raised 
through  the  Lord’s  Acre,  memorial  gifts 
and  a  community  bazaar  held  each  of  the 
past  two  years  netted  enough  money  to 
renovate  the  church,  and  even  provide  a 
little  left  over,  said  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Sidney  Bunn. 

Members  of  Tenth  Street  UMC  will 
dedicate  the  building  and  memorials  in  a 
special  celebration  at  their  Harvest  Fes¬ 
tival  Nov.  18. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Conference  official 
opposes  Indian  study 


Simon  Peter  leading  man 

SHREVEPORT,  La.  —  Fiery,  impulsive  Simon  Peter,  played  by  Mark 
Zimmerman,  is  the  leading  character  in  a  new  religious  musical  —  commissioned  and 
backed  by  First  United  Methodist  Church  —  which  premiered  here  last  month. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY -The  report  and 
recommendations  of  the  special  Study 
Committee  on  Native  American 
Ministries  will  go  to  General  Conference 
next  spring  without  the  backing  of  the 
church’s  largest  Indian  body  —  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
(OIMC),  according  to  that  conference’s 
council  director. 

The  Rev.  David  Adair,  conference 
council  director  for  the  missionary 
conference,  said,  “The  whole  report  is 
downgrading  our  conference  while  we 
are  doing  the  work  and  serving  people  in 
the  pews.”  He  said  the  report  is 
“divisive”  in  appearing  to  pit  the 
conference  against  non-OIMC  Indians 

Further,  he  said,  the  21-member  study 
committee  is  not  “representative”  of 
Native  American  local  churches  because 
members  named  by  the  Native 
American  International  Caucus  were  not 
elected  by  the  people  they  are  supposed 
to  represent  and  many  do  not  belong  to 
Native  American  churches. 

“The  committee  is  made  up  of  persons 
concerned  with  other  struggles  which 
has  caused  us  to  mistrust  it  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  because  of  its  composition.  The 
meetings  are  not  concerned  so  much  with 
the  true  needs  of  native  churches  as  with 
power  struggles." 

Although  the  study  committee 
chairperson,  Katie  Scott  Hickman,  is  a 
member  of  the  missionary  conference, 
the  Oklahoma  delegation  attendance  at 
the  study  meeting  has  been  spotty  and 
less  than  enthusiastic,  other  members 
noted. 

The  study  group,  mandated  by  the  1976 
General  Conference,  finalized  its  report 
and  recommendations  at  the  l'^-day 


Musical  aims  for  Broadway  ‘hit’ 


By  CLAUDE  A.  WARD 

SHREVEPORT,  La.  —  A  religious 
musical  that  might  make  it  to  Broadway 
—  commissioned  and  backed  by  First 
United  Methodist  Church  here  —  held  its 
world  premiere  performances  before 
5,000  people  in  the  Shreveport  Civic 
Theater  Oct.  19-21. 

“Go  Out  Singing”  by  Hank  Beebe  and 
Bill  Heyer  was  written  to  create  a  new 
religious  musical  of  the  same  genre  as 
“Jesus  Christ,  Superstar"  and  “God- 
speli,”  but  with  a  fresh  approach  and 
viable  spiritual  message. 

When  the  leaders  of  First  UMC  rea¬ 
lized  that  the  church’s  music  program 
would  have  to  repeat  "Godspell”  for  the 
third  season  because  no  other  works  of 
major  proportions  were  available,  they 
approached  the  composers  about  writing 
a  new  musical.  The  two  writers  had 
collaborated  for  19  years  in  composing 
innumerable  industrial  shows  and  the 
musical  “Tuscaloosa’s  Calling  Me,  But 
I’m  Not  Going”  which  ran  for  452  perfor¬ 
mances  in  New  York  and  is  soon  to  be 
seen  as  a  feature  on  cable  TV. 

Character  needed 

To  create  a  full-blown  “Broadway- 
type”  religious  musical,  the  composers 
explained  that  their  first  determination 
was  to  find  a  leading  character  who  was 
multi-dimensional.  They  considered  such 
biblical  figures  as  Adam  and  Eve,  Cain 
and  Abel,  Noah,  Esther,  Judith,  Ruth, 
Mary  Magdalene,  James  the  brother  of 
Jesus  and  many  others.  Out  of  their  ex¬ 
haustive  research  emerged  Simon  Peter  : 
complicated,  capable  of  love  and  hate, 
capable  of  cowardice  and  also  enormous 
courage.  Their  further  consideration  was 
that  this  main  character  must  be  of  suf¬ 
ficient  stature  that  the  audience  would 
not  tire  of  him  in  the  space  of  an  hour- 
and-a-half  performance. 

The  next  step  was  to  develop  what  in 
Broadway  terms  is  a  “road  map”  of  the 
work  which  indicated  movement  of  char¬ 
acters,  development  of  the  plot,  where 
songs  and  dialogue  would  occur.  This  is 
submitted  to  prospective  backers  of  a 
show,  so  in  March,  1979,  Mr.  Beebe  and 
Mr.  Heyer  took  their  “road  map”  to 
Shreveport  and  met  with  the  officers  of 
the  church.  With  the  approval  of  this 
group  the  two  collaborators  then  went  to 
work  seriously  to  write  dialogue  and 
songs,  and  to  create  all  of  the  other  ingre¬ 
dients  which  they  hoped  would  be  a  “hit” 
Broadway  musical. 

Since  the  Bible  is  heavily  male  ori¬ 
ented,  they  had  difficulty  in  determining 
a  female  character  who  would  bring 
qualities  of  love,  tenderness  and 
understanding  to  the  plot.  Their  research 
had  revealed  two  veiled  references  to 
Simon  Peter’s  mother-in-law,  which  fol¬ 
lowed  that  he  had  a  wife,  although  not 
mentioned  by  name.  With  dramatic 
license  they  created  Rachel  as  the  wife  of 
Simon  Peter,  who  was  to  endure  being 
the  spouse  of  a  nomadic  and  sometimes 
petulant  and  stubborn  fisherman-turned- 
disciple. 

Villainy  is  always  a  part  of  a  dramatic 
plot,  and  here  again  the  collaborators  en¬ 
countered  difficulties,  for  there  were 
many  persecutors  of  the  Christians  dur¬ 
ing  that  era.  After  some  experimentation 
they  decided  to  centralize  the  villainy  in 
Nero,  which  allowed  for  an  elaborately 
staged  court  scene  and  even  some  bad 
“fiddlin’.”  He  has  been  given  the 
character  of  a  happy-type  indulgent 
emperor  who  languishes  in  the  adulation 
of  the  members  of  his  court  —  the  ladies 
of  which  also  present  several  outstanding 
and  effectively  choreographed  dance 
routines. 

Their  alter-ego  to  Simon  Peter  is  Saul, 
later  to  become  Paul  following  his  con¬ 
version.  The  differences  between  the  two 
are  emphasized  in  that  Simon  Peter  is 
impulsive,  fiery,  quickly  changeable. 


primitive  and  barely  literate,  while  Saul 
is  sophisticated,  well  educated,  cynical 
and  urbane.  Their  unlikely  close  friend¬ 
ship  toward  the  end  of  the  show  almost 
characterizes  them  as  a  “biblical  odd- 
couple.” 

The  show’s  action  begins  after  the 
death  of  Jesus  on  the  cross,  with  Peter’s 
denial  and  the  crowing  of  the  cock.  From 
there  the  task  of  Mr.  Beebe  and  Mr. 
Heyer  was  to  take  the  35  years  of  Simon 
Peter’s  life  and  compress  them  into  10 
scenes.  It  is  comprehensible  to  the  thea¬ 
tergoer  as  a  continuous  action,  although 
there  may  be  lapses  of  10  years  between 
the  scenes. 

Music  has  a  large  palate  of  style,  and 
to  appeal  to  a  wide  audience,  there  is 
some  rock,  some  traditional  Broadway- 
type  music,  some  country,  some  disco, 
and  some  bordering  on  the  operatic.  Mr. 
Beebe  states  that  “religion  is  life,  and 
music  portrays  all  of  the  facets  of  that 
life.” 

It  was  the  avowed  determination  of 
Will  Andress,  minister  of  music  of  First 
UMC,  that  this  premiere  off-Broadway 
presentation  would  include  the  finest 
scenery,  the  most  authentic  costumes, 
fine  orchestrations  and  believable  and 
impressive  characterizations.  Only  two 
leads  were  brought  in  —  Mark 
Zimmerman  of  New  York  to  portray 
Simon  Peter,  and  Thom  Jones  of  Nash¬ 
ville  to  portray  the  beggar.  Mr.  Zimmer¬ 
man  has  many  Broadway  shows  to  his 
credit,  as  well  as  off-Broadway,  indus¬ 
trials  and  TV  commercials.  Mr.  Jones  is 
a  former  staff  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  and  has 
been  prominent  as  a  performer  in  dance, 
music,  drama,  and  as  a  choral  clinician 
and  teacher. 

All  other  principals  were  from  Shreve¬ 
port.  The  supporting  cast  included  12 
apostles,  eight  Jewish  women,  eight 
Gentile  women,  seven  courtesans,  two 
soldiers,  and  six  Sadducees,  Patrician 
Romans,  and  Gentile  Christians,  and 
with  few  exceptions,  all  were  from  the 
music  department  of  First  UMC. 

Historic  ‘first’ 

Further  significance  is  attached  to  the 
project  as  Mr.  Beebe  states  that  to  his 
knowledge  in  the  history  of  the  Broadway 
theater,  this  is  the  first  time  a  church  has 
commissioned  a  Broadway  production. 
He  was  complimentary  of  First  UMC, 
Dr.  Andress,  and  the  senior  minister.  Dr. 
D.  L.  Dykes,  for  taking  such  a  bold  step 
forward  to  establish  musical  theater  as 
an  effective  communicator.  He  further 
stated  that  the  “tools  of  communication 
are  to  be  used  to  spread  the  gospel  —  not 
to  be  feared  because  they  have  secular 
association." 

The  two  composers  were  ecstatically 
pleased  with  the  high  quality  of  the  pro¬ 
duction,  emphasizing  that  they  have 
never  had  an  out-of-town  premiere  of 
such  magnitude.  This  reviewer  considers 
the  entire  production  to  be  superbly  pro¬ 
fessional  and  worthy  of  any  touring  road 
company  or  Broadway  presentation. 

In  an  interview  with  Dr.  Andress  re¬ 
garding  the  church’s  role  in  this  signifi¬ 
cant  undertaking,  he  stated  that  while 
the  commissioning  and  production  would 
be  approximately  $50,000,  the  church  and 
the  collaborators  will  share  in  the  royal¬ 
ties,  with  one-half  coming  back  to  the 
church.  These  funds  will  then  be  placed 
in  a  special  fund  for  future  commissions. 

The  concluding  paragraphs  in  the  pro¬ 
gram,  entitled  “Future  of  the  Show,” 
sum  up  the  purpose  and  availability  of 
the  vehicle : 

“This  show,  written  to  meet  the  needs 
of  churches  as  well  as  that  of  the  profes¬ 
sional  theater  world,  will  need  to  see 
many  additional  productions  in  order  to 
justify  its  creation  ...  ‘Go  Out  Singing’ 
was  written  to  be  performed  by  any  num- 
of  performers,  on  any  size  stage  or 


sanctuary  platform,  indicating  its 
versatility. 

“The  immediate  desire  is  for  it  to  be 
performed  in  hundreds  of  churches,  of  all 
denominations,  over  the  nation.  Every 
assistance  will  be  available  to 
organizations  wishing  to  stage  the  work, 
including  rights,  music,  costumes,  sets, 
orchestrations,  audio  and  visual 
recordings,  and  technical  advice. 
Arrangements  are  to  be  made  through  the 
Music  Department  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Head  of  Texas  Street, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana  71101.” 

Mr  Ward,  a  member  of  Lovers  Lane 
UMC,  Dallas,  is  a  free-lance  writer, 
actor  and  choral  director  who  contri- 
.  butes  articles  on  the  arts  regularly  to 
area  publications. 

Church  birthday 
events  planned 

ATLANTA  (UMC)  —  Plans  for  a  200th 
birthday  celebration  in  1984  by  six 
denominations  of  American  Methodism 
moved  ahead  at  a  meeting  here  last 
month. 

Representative  from  denominations 
with  a  Wesleyan-Methodist  heritage 
agreed  upon  six  areas  for  development 
and  named  a  subcommittee  to  refine  sug¬ 
gestions  to  present  to  the  churches.  The 
denominations  have  a  combined 
v membership  of  more  than  14  million 
persons  in  the  United  States. 

Bishop  Herbert  Bell  Shaw  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  was  elected  chairperson.  Other 
denominations  represented  at  the 
meeting  were:  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Christian  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Free  Methodist  Church, 
United  Methodist  Church  and  Wesleyan 
Church. 

Bishop  Shaw  said,  “Let’s  let  the  world 
know  that  Methodism  is  alive  and  that 
our  ministry  is  ongoing  in  the  name  of 
Christ.” 

The  committee  agreed  upon  six  areas 
for  further  development  for  the  bicen¬ 
tennial  observance:  development  of  a 
theme,  development  of  a  logo  or  common 
symbol,  cooperative  celebrations  on  a 
community  level,  national  events,  new 
parish  development  (on  an  individual 
denominational  basis)  and  social  witness 
to  human  need. 


meeting  here  Nov.  9-10.  Extensive 
research  into  the  present  state  of  Indian 
ministry,  statistical  tables,  conclusions 
and  action  recommendations  are 
included  in  the  six-chapter  presentation. 

Research  findings  present  a  stark 
picture  of  Native  American  ministry: 

•  11,752  Native  American  UMs  are 
located  within  21  annual  conferences 
with  no  general  umbrella  organization 
within  which  they  can  interact  and 
share; 

•  Sixty-nine  percent  (119)  of  the  158 
Native  American  churches  and  70 
percent  of  the  members  are  located  in 
the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference.  The  churches  are  largely  not 
self-supporting;  clergy  receive  an 
average  salary  of  $6,200  in  the  OIMC. 
slightly  above  the  average  income  for 
Native  Americans  in  the  U.S. ; 

•  Within  10  years  at  least  60  percent  of 
the  ministers  now  serving  Native 
American  churches  will  retire,  with  only 
two  known  ministers  now  in  seminary 
preparing  to  serve  Native  American 
churches ; 

•  Combined  average  attendance  at 
Sunday  worship  in  Native  American 
churches  is  4,303  with  an  estimated  63 
percent  of  members  inactive  or 
disengaged ; 

•  The  general  program  boards  have 
been  ineffective  in  resourcing  Native 
American  ministries; 

•  Verbal  communication  is  the 
primary'  means  of  communicating  in  and 
between  Native  American  churches; 

•  There  is  a  severe  shortage  of  trained 
clergy  and  lay  leadership  and 
recruitment  plans  are  lacking; 

•  “Acculturation”  is  still  the  main 
focus  of  UMC  missionary  activity  among 
Native  Americans,  as  in  the  past. 

Style  inappropriate 

“The  problem,  according  to  the 
research,  is  that  the  structure  and 
administrative  style  of  the  UMC  are  not 
appropriate  to  serve  the  needs  of  Native 
Americans  all  across  the  church,”  said 
the  Rev.  Homer  Noley,  director  of  the 
new  Native  American  theological  center 
at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas 
City. 

“The  alternatives  are  for  Native 
Americans  to  leave  the  UMC,  or  create  a 
style  and  structure  that  will  meet  their 
needs." 

Still  unresolved  here  after  hours  of 
debate  is  what  kind  of  structure  —  if  any 
—  could  be  designed  to  boost  Native 
American  ministries  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion. 

In  the  closing  minutes  of  the  meeting,  a 
four-member  task  force  was  named  to 
“develop  an  organizational  proposal  with 
a  primary  emphasis  on  delivery  of 
service  to  local  churches. " 

Mr.  Adair  said  he  did  not  like  to  see  the 
emphasis  on  political  structures  but 
would  like  to  call  the  whole  church  to 
concentrate  on  untouched  areas  of 
native  ministry,  for  example,  among  the 
Sioux  and  Blackfoot  tribes.  He  said  the 
proposed  structures  become  problems 
for  the  OIMC  because  they  would  be  a 
small  group  that  would  want  to  dominate 
the  conference. 

“We  need  a  broader  base  across  the 
church  and  not  another  ping-pong  table 
with  the  OIMC  on  one  side  and  the  caucus 
(NAIC)  on  the  other,”  the  OIMC 
representative  said 

Bible ,  freedom 
said  linked 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  “Access  to  the 
scriptures  and  familiarity  with  their 
teachings  is  an  important  adjunct”  to  re¬ 
ligious  freedom  in  America,  President 
Jimmy  Carter  says  in  a  special  message 
for  this  year’s  National  Bible  Week 
observance,  Nov.  18-25. 

The  message  was  released  here  by 
Thomas  A.  Murphy,  chairman  of  the 
General  Motors  Corporation  and  national 
chairman  of  the  39th  National  Bible 
Week  observance,  sponsored  by  the  Lay¬ 
men’s  National  Bible  Committee. 

“Much  of  our  strength  as  a  nation 
comes  from  our  commitment  to  personal 
and  moral  values,"  the  president's  mes¬ 
sage  says.  “The  Bible  has  been  a  major 
source  of  teaching  and  reinforcing  the 
values  of  many  of  our  people  " 


Know  Your  Bible 


Clarke’s  Commentary 

A  favorite  for  over  150  years,  Clarke’s  Commentary  is  now 
available  in  three  handsome,  compact  volumes— actually,  each  is  two 
volumes  in  one.  So,  for  the  most  penetrating  and  enlightening  look 
at  the  Scnptures,  choose  Clarke’s. 

Each  volume,  $22.50 
Three- volume  set,  $64.95 


Volume  I.  Genesis-Esther 
Volume  II.  Job-Malachi 
Volume  III. 
Matthew-Revelation 


o)  YOU t  cokesbury  bookstore 


the  book  publishing  deportment  ot 
the  united  mefhodist  publishing  house 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


‘Loss  of  sacred’  attacked 

Theologians  diagnose  problems  of  church,  society 


‘‘You  give,  but 
you  always  re¬ 
ceive  much 
more,”  says 
Nancy  Fogal, 
mission  interpre¬ 
ter-in-residence 
for  the  North¬ 
eastern  Juris¬ 
diction,  as  she 
helps  local 
churches  find  new 
ways  to  under¬ 
stand  and  support 
the  church's 
mission. 

J.A.  DISSINGER 
PHOTO 


When  it  comes  to  missions 9 
she  9s  got  all  the  answers 


LANCASTER,  Pa.  -  If  you  have 
any  questions  about  United  Methodist 
missions,  just  ask  Nancy  Fogal. 

A  former  missionary  in  Argentina, 
she  is  the  mission  interpreter-in-resi- 
dence  for  the  Northeastern  Juris¬ 
diction.  In  her  second  year  as  inter¬ 
preter,  her  main  job  is  to  help  district 
and  annual  conference  mission  secre¬ 
taries  find  new  ways  to  communicate 
the  church’s  mission,  according  to  an 
article  by  Joyce  Dissinger  in  Eastern 
Pennsylvania’s  UMR  edition. 

The  interpreter-in-residence  pro¬ 
gram  is  a  joint  effort  of  three  divi¬ 
sions  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  World  and  National 
divisions  select  and  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  participants,  and  the  Education 
and  Cultivation  Division  trains  and 
utilizes  them.  A  couple  or  an  individual 
are  available  in  each  of  the  UMC’s 
other  four  jurisdictions  as  well. 

Interpreting  gives  people  ipore  of  a 
sense  of  the  whole  picture  of  mission, 


Ms.  Fogal  says.  It’s  an  educational 
program,  but  “the  bottom  line  has  got 
to  be  support  for  the  UM  mission  pro¬ 
gram  which  is  one  of  the  best  and 
most  diversified.” 

She  thinks  the  basic  problem  in 
mission  support  is  a  lack  of  knowledge 
of  the  program.  One  of  the  biggest 
challenges  is  to  re-educate  people  to 
mission.  She  said,  “The  whole  scene 
has  changed.  We  need  more  inter¬ 
pretation,  not  less.” 

Ms.  Fogal’s  husband,  Robert,  also 
served  with  her  as  a  missionary  in 
Argentina.  They  returned  to  the  U.S. 
on  furlough  to  do  graduate  work  and 
decided  to  stay  in  the  U.S.  Mr.  Fogal 
now  serves  as  director  of  develop¬ 
ment  at  Lancaster  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary. 

How  does  she  feel  about  her  work? 
“We  desire  to  share  our  training  and 
skills  with  others.  You  give,  but  you 
always  receive  much  more,”  she  said. 


Issues  briefing  is  ‘tune  -up’ 
for  General  Conference 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

SOUTH  BEND,  Ind.— The  world  today 
is  stuck  in  a  moral  and  spiritual 
quagmire  created  by  a  loss  of  its  “sense 
of  the  presence  of  God”  —  a  “loss  of  the 
sacred.” 

If  it  is  to  free  itself  from  that  quagmire, 
the  world  must  recover  a  sense  of 
accountability  to  God.  For  this  to 
happen,  “the  first  order  of  business  for 
Christians”  is  the  recovery  of  the 
church’s  own  “sacred  center.” 

That  was  the  diagnosis  and 
prescription  offered  here  last  week  by 
more  than  50  theologians,  church 
historians  and  other  church 
“professionals”  from  11  different 
Christian  traditions  who  gathered  at  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame  for  a 
“Colloquy  on  the  Loss  and  Recovery  of 
the  Sacred." 


Participants  —  including  several 
United  Methodists  —  came  from  a 
variety  of  Christian  points-of-view  and 
from  both  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  traditions.  Among  the  self- 
claimed  labels  were  “ecumenicals,” 
“evangelicals”  and  “charismatics.” 
Major  position  papers  were  presented  by 
six  theologians,  including  Dr.  Albert 
Outler  of  United  Methodist-related 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
Texas;  Dr.  Martin  Marty,  a  Lutheran 
and  a  professor  at  the  University  of 
Chicago;  and  Cardinal  Joseph  Suenens, 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Malines- 
Brussels. 

While  not  reaching  agreement  on  all 
points  of  discussion,  participants 
reached  "general  consensus”  on  two 
public  statements:  one  a  theological 
declaration  and  the  other  an  “epistle” 


addressed  to  “sisters  and  brothers  in 
Christ.” 

Each  document  warns  that  both  the 
church  and  society  have  strayed  from  a 
“sense  of  the  holy."  In  the  “epistle”  the 
problem  is  stated  as  “a  fist  shaken  in  the 
face  of  God.” 

The  epistle  continues :  “This  epoch  has 
turned  the  proper  quest  for  freedom 
from  old  enslavements  into  the  idolatry 
and  demoralization  which  the  Apostle 
Paul  describes  in  Romans  1  and  2.  Our 
culture  adds  its  own  symptoms  of 
spiritual  and  moral  decay,  from  the 
exotic  quests  for  self-salvation  to  the 
pervasive  drug  culture  and  the  threat  of 
nuclear  holocaust.  All  this  is  taking  place 
on  a  planet  so  fragile  that  the  prospect  of 
human  survival  has  become  a  question. 
We  see  that  at  the  heart  of  the  human 
tragedy  there  is  an  imperial  claim  of 
human  autonomy,  the  renewal  of  the 
ancient  rebellion  against  God’s  Design.” 

Turning  to  the  “roots”  of  the  problem, 
the  documents  begin  with  the  church, 
saying  the  church  is  both  the  "victim  of 
culture”  and  a  “fellow-culprit  with 
culture”  in  “distorting  the  sense  of  the  ' 
Holy  and  in  obscuring  our  sight  of  the 
Holy,  self-disclosed  in  Scripture.” 

Loss  listed 

The  declaration  charges  that  the 
church  suffers  a  loss  of  the  sacred  “as 
we”:  (1)  “lose  our  sense  of  the  holiness 
of  God”  and  the  depth  of  sin  in  ourselves 
and  our  culture;  (2)  “cease  to  feed  upon 
God’s  revealed  truth  and  ‘tremble  at  His 
word’  ”;  (3)  “lose  our  understanding  of 
God’s  unmerited  grace  freely  offered”  in 
Jesus  Christ;  (4)  “fail  to  recognize  the 
reality  and  activity  of  the  Holy  Spirit”; 
(5)  “lose  the  gift  of  the  discernment  of 
spirits,  holy  and  unholy”;  (6)  “express 
our  alienations  from  one  another  and  fail 
to  move  together  in  mutual  support, 
mutual  instruction  and  correction, 
mutual  commitments  to  our  mission  in 
Christ’s  name  to  all  the  world”  ;  and  (7) 
“lose  our  concern  for  the  wretched  of  the 
earth.” 

The  declaration  calls  for  Christians  to 
recover  the  “sacred  center”  of  the 
church  by  making  God  “the  focus  of  all 
worship,”  by  the  "faithful  appropriation 
of  the  whole  of  Holy  Scripture,”  and  by 
the  recovery  of  our  “heritage  of 
Christian  wisdom  with  respect  to  the 
mystery  of  salvation.” 

“We  must  rediscover  the  ‘order  of 
salvation’  as  focused  in  the  great  twin 
polarities  of  justification  by  faith  and  of 
sanctification  as  the  maturation  of  faith 
into  the  fulness  of  the  stature  of  the  truly 
human  as  it  is  in  Jesus  Christ,”  the 
declaration  says. 

The  cleclaration  specifically  rejects, 
however,  any  attempt  to  recover  the 
sacred  which  would  include  “a  return  to 
any  authoritarian,  human  designed 
‘Sacred  -Order’.”  Instead,  it  advocates 
“renewed  awareness  of  God’s  own 
Kingdom  as  the  rule  of  righteousness  in 
the  world.” 

Renewal  predicted 

It  goes  on  to  predict  that  if  the  church 
is  able  to  recover  “obedience  and  true 
discipleship,”  the  recovery  will  lead  to 
renewed  Christian  community  and  a 
renewed  concern  for  the  oppressed  — 
“particularly  those  oppressed  by  racism, 
sexism,  militarism  and  greed. ” 

The  position  is  summed  up  in  the  final 
paragraph  of  the  declaration,  which 
reads:  “In  a  word,  we  need  to  recover 
the  tradition  of  traditioning  the  Christian 
story  —  or  receiving  the  Christian 
narrative  into  our  hearts  and  lives  from 
Scripture  and  from  our  Christian 
forebears,  and  then  of  handing  it  on  to  all 
who  will  hear  and  receive  these  good 
tidings  of  great  joy  which  shall  be  to  all 
people.” 

The  colloquy  —  which  was  organized 
and  funded  by  “A  Fund  for  Theological 
Education,”  a  nonprofit  foundation 
established  “to  encourage  United 
Methodist  seminaries  to  be  open  and 
responsive  to  evangelical  Christianity” 
—  now  hopes  to  spin  off  into  educational 
seminars  for  lay  persons  with  the  two 
documents  and  the  several  theological 
papers  being  studied  and  discussed.  The 
fund  is  headed  by  the  Rev.  Edmund 
Robb,  a  United  Methodist  minister  from 
Marshall,  Texas.  Its  board  of  directors 
includes  United  Methodist  Bishops  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield  of  Houston  and  Earl  G. 
Hunt  of  Nashville. 

Clergy  couples  ask 
change  in  4 Discipline  ’ 

WARWICK,  N.Y.  (UMC)  -  Clergy 
couples  from  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  approved  legislation  being 
submitted  to  General  Conference  that 
would  make  part-time  service  possible. 
At  the  same  time  they  maintained  that 
such  legislation  should  deal  with 
survivor  rights  and  disability  coverage. 

The  suggestion  came  at  a  clergy  cou¬ 
ples  conference  here  last  month.  Three- 
fourths  of  the  85  participants  were  cou¬ 
ples  in  which  both  husband  and  wife 
are  ordained  clergy  ministering  in  the 
church. 

“One  thing  we  learned  at  the  confer¬ 
ence,”  co-chairperson  Richard  E.  Ed¬ 
wards  said,  “was  that  every  couple  is 
unique.  People  want  to  do  different  types 
of  ministry  at  different  stages  in  their 
lives.  When  the  children  are  young,  they 
may  want  to  be  co-pastors  of  a  single 
church.  Later  they  feel  freer  to  be  in 
different  types  of  ministry.” 

The  conference  heard  a  keynote  ad¬ 
dress  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Thornburg, 
dean  of  Marsh  Chapel  at  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity,  who  compared  clergy  couples  to 
other  dual  career  households. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  With  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  General  Conference  just  five 
months  away,  some  200  delegates  and 
church  communicators  “tuned  up”  here 
Nov.  2-4  by  taking  a  hard  look  at  the 
probable  issues  facing  the  1,000  lay  and 
clergy  delegates  next  April. 

During  the  “briefing”  sponsored  by 
United  Methodist  Communications  and 
the  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators,  four  issues  appeared  to 
generate  the  most  interest  and  heated 
debate:  (1)  human  sexuality  and  the 
ordination  of  homosexual  persons;  (2)  a 
new  ministerial  pension  plan;  (3)  which 
and  how  many  top  concerns  the  church 
should  have  the  next  four  years;  and 
(4)  how  general  church  programming 
should  be  funded. 

Clusters  of  issues  that  also  aired 
during  the  General  Conference  “tuneup” 
were:  finances,  ministry  issues,  public 
issues,  connectional  accountability, 
special  programs  and  the  Bicentennial  of 
American  Methodism. 

Spokespersons  for  official  church 
agencies  and  a  number  of  unofficial 
caucuses  took  turns  outlining  the 
contents  of  their  petitions  for  changes  in 
the  denomination’s  “Book  of  Discipline.” 

Unofficial  caucuses  represented  here 
included  “Good  News,”  the  Coalition  for 
a  Whole  Gospel,  the  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action,  and  Affirmation: 
United  Methodists  for  Lesbian/Gay  Con¬ 
cerns.  Absent  were  the  ethnic  caucuses 
and  the  Ad  Hoc  Coalition. 

Only  General  Conference,  which  is  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative  body,  can 
rewrite  the  “Discipline,”  whch  contains 
the  law  of  the  church.  The  quadrennial 
meeting  brings  together  elected  dele¬ 
gates  from  113  conferences  in  the  U.S. 
and  overseas  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
updating  church  law.  And  it  costs  $325 
per  minute  —  or  a  total  of  $1.6  million  to 
hold. 

“It’s  a  process  that  is  fruitful,”  the 
Rev.  J.  D.  Holt,  official  secretary  of  the 
General  Conference  told  the  “briefing” 
participants.  If  one  needs  to  find 
scriptural  justification,  he  said,  one  need 
only  look  to  Acts  15  which  describes  the 
first  such  church  conference  at  Jerusa¬ 
lem  and  ask  “Where  would  we  be  if  they 
had  not  held  the  Jerusalem  Con¬ 
ference?” 

"In  10  days  we  do  what  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  took  four  years  to  do  at  Vatican  II,” 
he  said.  “Thank  goodness  we  don’t  have 
to  translate  everything  into  Latin!  ” 

Dr.  Holt  said  the  “agenda”  for  the 
General  Conference  is  set  by  the 
petitions  which  come  from  several 
sources:  individuals  or  groups  in  local 
UM  churches,  annual  conferences, 
organized  groups,  the  episcopal  and  lay 
addresses,  and  the  reports  and  recom¬ 
mendations  from  the  general  church 
boards  and  agencies.  The  deadline  for 
filing  petitions  is  February  29, 1980. 

The  secretary  said  that  if  all  the  peti¬ 
tions  currently  reported  were  adopted, 
every  paragraph  in  the  “Discipline” 
would  be  altered  and  60  percent  of  the 
over-all  content  would  be  new. 

At  the  “briefing,”  decisions  that  the 
delegates  will  have  to  make  on  the  most 
controversial  matters  come  down  to  this: 

•On  homosexuality:  the  choices 
proposed  are  between  leaving  the  "Dis¬ 
cipline”  and  Social  Principles  state¬ 
ments  stand  as  they  are  or  removing 
what  some  call  “derogatory”  language 
and  funding  prohibitions. 

•  On  ordination  of  homosexuals:  Dele¬ 
gates  will  be  asked  either  to  affirm  the 
present  process  of  ministerial  selection 
and  ordination  or  to  include  new 
language  specifically  prohibiting  the 


ordination  of  homosexual  persons. 

•  On  the  new  ministerial  pension 
proposal:  This  appears  to  be  headed  for 
battle  over  the  “peer  group  concept"  and 
the  extent  to  which  that  should  be  a 
mandatory  feature  instead  of  an  optional 
feature  of  the  plan.  The  “peer  group 
concept”  is  that  every  minister  on  retire¬ 
ment  receives  the  same  amount  per  year 
of  service  in  an  annual  conference 
regardless  of  his  or  her  income  before 
retirement. 

•On  “missional  priorities”:  Whether 
United  Methodists  can  or  will  support 
more  than  one  top  concern  per  quadren- 
nium  appears  to  be  the  issue  here.  The 
General  Council  on  Ministries  is 
proposing  one  priority  —  “strengthening 
and  developing  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church”  with  funding  —  and  five 
“special  programs”  without  funding: 
Africa,  world  hunger,  peace  and  self¬ 
development,  the  church  and  campus, 
and  strengthening  the  local  church  for 
evangelism  and  mission  with  three  sub- 
categories  of  the  family  life,  the  church 
school  and  evangelism.  Others  in  the 
church  argue  that  UMs  can  and  will 
support  more  than  one  top  concern  per 
four  years. 

•  On  Finances:  “Getting  the  golden 
gooses  to  lay  the  golden  eggs”  is  the 
bottom-line  concern.  The  debate  over 
how  much  UMs  should  be  asked  to 
pay  beyond  their  local  church  expenses 
is  one  part  of  the  issue.  Another  is 
whether  UMs  should  or  should  not  be 
given  more  options  to  designate  their 
giving  to  programs  and  projects  of  the 
“connectional”  church. 
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Ministry 
to  elderly 
boosted 

By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  Older  persons 
—  those  65  years  old  or  older  —  are  the 
fastest  growing  age  group  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  But  up  until  now, 
there  has  been  little  offered  in  the  church 
to  train  persons  for  ministry  with  this 
neglected,  yet  important,  population  of 
our  church  and  society. 

That’s  the  assessment  of  a  newly  ap¬ 
pointed  professor  in  Health  and  Welfare 
Studies  and  an  expert  on  gerontology  at 
UM-related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
here. 

New  ventures  in  the  development  of 
ministry  with  older  persons  are  being 
offered  at  St.  Paul,  with  the  opening  of 
the  Poppele  Center  for  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Studies.  Formally  dedicated  Nov.  8, 
the  center  will  be  headed  by  Dr.  David  B. 
Oliver,  a  Presbyterian  layman  most 
recently  from  San  Antonio,  Texas.  He 
also  was  appointed  to  the  Oubrie  A. 
Poppele  Chair  in  Health  and  Welfare 
Studies  with  an  emphasis  on  gerontology 
( the  study  of  older  persons ) . 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Division  of  the 
UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries  chose  the 
seminary  to  receive  the  endowment  of 
more  than  $1.2  million  from  the  estate  of 
the  late  Miss  Poppele,  a  UM  laywoman 
from  Illinois. 

“It  is  paradoxical  that  as  churches  and 
synagogues  struggle  to  put  together  pro¬ 
grams  for  single  and  divorced  young 
people,  widows  and  widowers  continue  to 
outnumber  them  10  to  one,”  Dr.  Oliver 
said  during  installation  ceremonies. 

The  Bible  says  to  celebrate  the  life  of 
older  persons.  Yet,  they  are  not  treated 
with  deference,  value,  celebrated  nor 
held  in  high  esteem  in  our  society  and 
culture,  he  said. 

The  program  at  St.  Paul,  with  the 
emphasis  on  ministry  with  older  persons, 
is  the  first  to  be  established  at  any  UM 
seminary,  and  perhaps  at  any  seminary 
in  the  U.S.  Eventually,  courses  related  to 
gerontology  will  be  integrated  into  the 
regular  required  course  of  study  at  the 
school,  Dr.  Oliver  said.  Continuing  edu¬ 
cation  for  clergy  and  laypersons,  “think 
tanks”  and  opportunities  for  research 
will  also  become  a  part  of  the  program. 
The  program  will  begin  to  “gerontolo- 
gize”  the  theological  training  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  students,  clergy,  helping  profes¬ 
sionals  in  health  and  welfare  services, 
volunteers  and  adult  children  (of  older 
persons ) ,  Dr.  Oliver  said. 

Establishing  or  reinforcjpg  self  worth 
is  an  important  factor  in  dealing  with  the 
aging,  Dr.  Oliver  said.  In  our  society, 
people  are  often  identified  by  their  occu¬ 
pations.  After  retirement,  older  persons 
may  feel  worthless  since  they  no  longer 
have  an  occupation  to  be  identified  with, 
he  said. 

Christian  youth 
form  first  council 

NEW  YORK  (UMC) -For  the  first 
time  in  history  Christian  youth  and 
young  adult  organizations  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada  have  formed  a  council  to  work  on 
global  justice  issues. 

Twenty-seven  national  or  regional 
church  youth  or  student  movements  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  founding  of  the  new  coun¬ 
cil,  tentatively  called  the  “North  Ameri¬ 
can  Youth  Coalition  for  Global  Inter¬ 
dependence.”  They  met  at  Cedar  Glen 
Conference  Center  in  Bolton,  Ont., 
Canada,  on  Oct.  12-14. 


Committee  reaffirms 
family  life  emphasis 


Bv  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— Christian  family  life 
will  be  proposed  as  a  special  program  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  1981-84 
quadrennium,  although  the  agency  in 
charge  of  reviewing  and  evaluating  such 
proposals  has  not  deemed  to  endorse  it. 

The  interagency  Family  Life 
Committee,  meeting  here  Nov.  7-9,  voted 
to  continue  its  efforts  to  have  “Christian 
Family  Life”  named  as  a  special 
program,  with  funding,  despite  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries’  (GCOM) 
refusal  to  make  this  recommendation  to 
the  1980  General  Conference.  Earlier  this 
fall,  however,  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
voted  to  include  family  life  as  a  part  of 
the  proposed  special  program  — 
“Strengthening  the  Local  Church  for  its 
Evangelistic  Mission  in  the  World”  — 
which  would  be  assigned  to  the  board  if 
approved  by  the  General  Conference. 

The  Family  Life  Committee  members 
agreed  the  board’s  proposal  was  not  a 
sufficient  emphasis,  and  voted  to  re¬ 
affirm  their  position  in  a  letter  to  GCOM. 
Unless  GCOM  reconsiders  its  position 
and  decides  to  recommend  Christian 
family  life  as  a  special  program,  the 
committee  will  petition  the  General 
Conference  directly.  The  Family  Life 
Committee  is  asking  that  Christian 
family  life  be  designated  a  special 
program  with  $500,00C  funding  per  year 
from  World  Service  Funds.  The  com¬ 
mittee  is  asking  that  it  be  named  the 
coordinating  committee  for  the  special 
program,  with  administrative  responsi¬ 
bility  assigned  to  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship. 

In  the  proposal  for  the  special 
program,  the  emphases  included:  (1)  the 
family  as  basic  to  the  nurture  of 
children;  (2)  the  need  for  the 
development  of  effective  communication 
and  conflict  management  skills  among 
family  members;  (3)  the  needs  for 
support  of  families  broken  by  separation, 
divorce  and  death;  (4)  more  sensitive 
local  church  programming  for  singles, 
and  (5)  the  importance  of  preparing 
children  and  youth  for  becoming  a 
family,  as  well  as  the  need  for  premarital 
counseling  for  youth  and  adults. 

Included  in  its  recommendations  are: 
study  of  the  biblical,  theological  and 
ethical  understandings  supporting 
family  life,  with  study  resource 
materials;  training  in  family  ministries 
for  pastors  and  other  church  leaders; 
development  of  support  systems  for 
families  and  family  life;  advocacy  for 
family  concerns  in  the  area  of  public 
policy;  and  a  nationwide  convocation  or 
series  of  regional  convocations  focusing 
on  family  life. 

In  other  action,  the  Family  Life 
Committee  agreed  to  contract  for  three 


study  papers  on  homosexuality  to  be 
offered  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship  for 
inclusion  in  its  “Homosexuality  and 
Families”  resource  packet. 

This  action  was  taken  in  response  to  a 
request  from  that  board’s  standing 
committee  on  family  ministries,  which 
was  authorized  by  the  board  to  sponsor  a 
consultation  to  examine  biblical, 
theological  and  ethical  perspectives  on 
homosexuality,  to  result  in  a  statement 
which  could  be  included  in  the 
“Homosexuality  and  Families”  packet. 
The  standing  committee  then  requested 
the  interagency  Family  Life  Committee 
to  assume  this  responsibility . 

Rather  than  sponsor  a  consultation,  the 
committee  voted  to  contract  for  three 
separate  papers,  with  each  addressing  a 
different  aspect  of  homosexuality.  One 
will  cover  the  pastoral  theology 
perspective,  a  second  will  deal  with 
biblical  studies,  and  the  third  will 
address  theological  and  ethical  concerns. 
The  writers  will  be  selected  by  UM 
agency  staffers  serving  on  the  Family 
Life  Committee,  in  consultation  with  the 
group’s  executive  committee. 

The  papers  —  which  committee 
members  agreed  will  be  "descriptive" 
rather  than  position  papers  —  are  to  be 
produced  in  time  for  the  fall,  1980 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  for 
its  review.  If  the  board  decides  against 
including  the  papers  in  its  packet,  the 
Family  Life  Committee  could  choose  to 
make  it  available  as  one  of  its  own 
resources. 

In  other  action,  the  Family  Life 
Committee: 

•  voted  to  prepare  a  study  guide 
available  for  use  with  the  Family  Life 
Resolution  to  be  proposed  to  the  General 
Conference; 

•  agreed  to  print  1,500  copies  of  family 
ministry  models  sent  in  by  various 
churches,  districts  and  conferences.  This 
will  be  sent  to  the  groups  who  submitted 
models,  as  well  as  to  conferences  and 
people  working  in  family  ministries. 
Additional  copies  will  be  made  available 
at  a  small  fee,  with  specific  arrange¬ 
ments  for  obtaining  the  copies  to  be  an¬ 
nounced; 

•  approved  allocation  of  “seed  money* 
for  three  experimental  ministry 
projects,  each  receiving  $500:  (1)  local 
church  testing  of  a  curriculum  on  human 
sexuality  for  fifth  and  sixth  grade 
children,  by  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference;  (2)  a  district  or  sub-district 
seminar  for  examination  of  the  plight  of 
the  rural  family  and  the  discovery  of  the 
dimensions  of  the  rural  church’s  mission 
to  the  rural  family,  by  the  Northwest 
District  in  Minnesota  Annual  Conference; 
and  (3)  a  videotape  of  The  Family 
Covenant  Program  at  St.  Paul  Center. 
Springfield.  Oregon,  in  the  Oregon-Idaho 
Annual  Conference. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


Invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Tour 


February  20-27,  1980 

A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem. 
Nazareth,  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s 
well,  Caesarea,  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land 
worship  service. 

Mr.  and  Mi's.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street.  Houston.  Texas  77002 


We  think 
all  the 
extras 
shouldn't 
be  extra. 


When  you  travel  with 
Wayfarer  Group  Travel,  there’s  no 
such  thing  as  an  extra  charge.  Because 
everything  is  included  in  the  cost  of 
your  tour. 

Luxurious  deluxe  and  first  class 
accommodations.  Escort  for  the 
entire  trip.  Three  meals  a  day. 
Transportation.  Sightseeing  to  all  the 
exciting  places  outlined  in  your 
itinerary.  Transfers.  And  tips* 

So  once  you're  on  your  way, 
you  can  just  sit  back  and  leave 
everything  to  us. 

But  best  of  all,  each  tour  is 
exclusively  planned  for  the  readers  of 
United  Methodist.  And  that  means 
you'll  be  traveling  with  people  who 
share  your  interests. 
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Please  send  the  brochures  for  the  following  I960 
United  Methodist  tours  as  soon  as  they  are  available. 

□  Western  USA  □  Obcrammergau  □  Alaska 

□  Delta  Queen  D  China  D  Spain/Portugal 


Si. lie 

- 7iP - 

Wayfarer  wa,.a,e,  g.oud  t„v« 

GroupTravel 

Understandably,  we  cannot  include  items  of  a  personal  nature 
telephone  calls,  laundrv,  etc  1  in  the  cost  of  vour  tour. 
Registered  Ohio  travel  agent  WTA0137I 


CCOM  to  meet  in 


BR 


131  Churches  Have 
Made  Honor  Roll 


We  want  to  run  an  “Honor  Roll’’  of  the 
131  churches  in  the  conference  who  have 
paid  all  their  Conference  Askings  for  the 
year  at  the  end  of  October. 
ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
MacArthur  Drive.  Newman.  Union. 
Sieper.  Bunkie.  Evergreen.  White 
Chapel.  Marshall.  Forest  Hill.  Bayou 
Chicot.  Cheney ville.  Montgomery.  Mt. 
Zion.  St.  Maurice.  Asburv.  St.  Marks. 
Tullos.  Bentley.  Selma.  Liberty  Chapel. 
Provencal.  Weaver.  Rosa,  and  Eden. 
BATON  ROUGE  —  HAMMOND 
Independence.  Corbin.  Hughes 
Memorial.  Macedonia.  Bethel.  Magnolia. 
Mt.  Zion.  Clinton:  Wall  Mem..  Clear 
Creek.  Darlington.  Friendship.  Greens- 
burg.  Wesley.  Livingston.  James  Chapel. 
Asburv,  St.  Francisville. 

BATON  ROUGE  —  LAFAYETTE 
Pecan  Island,  Godman,  Trinity.  St. 
Martinville.  St.  Paul.  St.  Peter.  St. 
James.  Palmetto.  Plaquemine.  Hurst 
Chapel.  Fitzgerald.  St.  Peter. 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Maxie,  Ebenezer,  Wesley.  Elizabeth, 
Fairview.  Hayes.  Lake  Arthur.  Moss 
Bluff.  Prospect.  Hombeck.  Hackberrv. 


Trinity  and  Wesley 
MONROE  DISTRICT 
Grayson.  St.  Paul.  Monroe.  Kilboume. 
Forest.  Holly  Ridge.  Harrisonburg,  and 
Wood  lawn 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  HOUMA  DISTRICT 
Mt.  Vernon.  Mathes.  Walmslev. 
Carrolton.  Ross  Williams.  Vacherie. 
Gibson. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  SLIDELL  DISTRICT 
Harrvs  Chapel.  Grace.  LaHarpe. 
Munhoiland.  St.  Johns.  St.  Tammany. 
Wesley.  Newell.  Sun.  Bush.  Talisheek. 
Waldheim,  and  Wesley  Ray 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Ashley.  Beech  Grove.  Summerville. 
Bienville.  Eros.  Choudrant.  Douglas. 
Bethel.  Mt  Nebo.  Doyline.  Gibsland. 
Harmony  Chapel.  Lisbon.  New  Hope. 
Wesley  Chapel.  Bethlehem.  Faith. 
Simmesboro.  Salem.  Antioch,  and 
Frantom  Chapel. 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Bradford.  Fairview.  Haughton. 
Hosston.  Ida.  Keatchie.  Logansport. 
Bethel.  Longstreet.  Shady  Grove.  Bayou 
Scie.  Oil  City.  Rodessa.  Noble,  and 
Mangum. 


Around  The  Conf. 


NEW  ORLEANS  -  The  109th  Year 
Anniversary  of  St.  Matthew  UMC  was 
observed  in  October,  using  the  theme, 
“Labourers  Together  With  God.”  The 
Rev  Alvin  Jackson.  First  Emmanuel 
Baptist  Church,  delivered  the  message 
The  service  was  climaxed  by  the 
crowning  of  Mrs.  St.  Matthew’s  for  1979 
Last  years  winner  Ms.  Sherilyn  Dorsey 
crowned  Mrs.  Carolyn  Williams.  Other 
persons  honored  were  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Amacker  and  Mrs.  Helen  Evans. 

SHREVEPORT  -  The  Veterans 
Administration  Medical  Center  is  now 
scheduling  choirs  to  carol  at  the  Center 
December  17-21.  Choirs  and  youth  groups 
interested  in  participating  should  call  the 
chaplains  office  there. 

NEW  IBERIA  —  Guest  speaker  for  the 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Men 
was  Mr.  0.  W.  Marrs  from  Baton  Rouge 

EBENEZER  —  The  youth  of  the  Eben- 
ezer/Wesley  Charge  held  a  special  youth 
service  at  both  churches  in  October 
They  did  everything  including  playing 
the  hymns.  16  young  persons  took  place 
in  doing  the  service:  taking  up  the 
offering,  making  the  announcements, 
giving  the  message,  and  pronouncing  the 
benediction. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  The  Deerford  UMC 
held  its  annual  Homecoming  on  a  Sunday 
in  October  Dr.  Webb  B.  Pomeroy  of 
Centenary  College  and  a  former  pastor, 
was  the  guest  speaker.  After  the  morning 
worship  service  there  was  a  covered  dish 
supper  in  the  educational  building 
According  to  the  pastor.  Rev.  Swindell 
Hodges,  the  event  was  attended  by  a 
large  crowd  and  was  very  much  enjoyed 
by  everyone.  We  suspect  the  greatest 
enjoyment  came  from  the  covered  dish 
dinner. 

MONROE  -  The  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Men  will  have  a  Cochan-de- 
Lait  on  Saturday.  December  1st.  What  is 
a  Cochan-de-Lait?  “Roast  pig  with  all  the 
trimmings!”  This  is  the  third  year  for 
the  fund-raising  event  which  has  become 
well  known  throughout  the  Monroe  area. 

When  you  hear  the  sound  of  hoof  beats 
in  local  churches  this  time  of  the  year, 
you  can  be  certain  that  it  is  time  for 


financial  campaigns.  Some  of  the 
bulletins  which  we  have  received  have 
mentioned  the  use  of  the  PONY 
EXPRESS  at  LULING:  LOUISIANA 
MEMORIAL.  OPELOUSAS.  EUNICE: 
FARMERVILLE  ST  PAUL’S. 
MONROE.  JENNINGS  FIRST  UMC: 
UNIVERSITY.  BATON  ROUGE.  FIRST 
UMC,  MINDEN  is  using  the  CIRCUIT 
RIDERS  program.  It  causes  “hoof- 
heats.”  too!  The  folks  at  BLANCHARD 
are  using  a  “Telequick”  program  which 
they  say  is  an  alternate  plan  to  the  “Pony 
Express.”  We  put  all  this  in  so  'you 
wouldn't  think  that  your  church  was  the 
only  one  having  a  Stewardship  Program ! 

HAYNESVILLE  —  One  of  the  most 
interesting  things  that  we  have  read  is 
about  a  “Penny  Dinner.”  held  by  the 
youth  of  First  UMC.  Given  a  small 
amount  of  money  the  youth  were  to  plan 
and  shop  for  their  dinner  (without  talking 
to  anyone  —  and  the  pastor  said  “this 
drew  lots  of  stares  and  comments  in  one 
of  our  local  stores”  —  imagine!)  The 
meal  that  is  listed  as  a  result  is:  Appe¬ 
tizer  —  crackers  &  cheese  spread;  Main 
Course  —  pizza;  Dessert  —  French  Fries. 
Is  there  any  mother,  reading  this  who 
could  not  have  predicted  it? 

REVIVALS  -  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  of 
Houston,  is  holding  a  revival  in  Algiers. 
Rev.  Jim  Moore,  associate  minister  First 
UMC  Shreveport,  is  holding  a  revival  in 
Homer. 
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The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
will  meet  at  First  UMC.  Baton  Rouge,  on 
Friday  and  Saturday.  November  30- 
December  1st.  Bishop  Kenneth 
Shamblin.  president,  will  preside. 

The  agenda  for  Friday  evening  calls 
for  a  presentation  of  the  1981  Conference 
Priority  by  the  Committee  on  Research 
and  Planning.  This  priority  will  then  be 
used  by  Boards  and  Agencies  when  they 
come  together  for  the  mid-year  planning 
session  in  late  Januarv. 


Dr  Marian  Wood,  a  Marriage  and 
Family  Counselor  in  Baton  Rouge:  Dr 
Woodrow  Smith.  First  UMC.  New 
Orleans:  and  a  panel  composed  of  Rev. 
Donald  Averv.  Rev  Donald  Cottrill.  and 
Rev  Henry  Blount,  will  present  this 
agenda  item. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  Council  will 
hear  an  “Overview  of  Issues  the  General 
Conference  Will  Face”  and  then  work  on 
the  Conference  Calendar  for  1980 


Speaker  for  the  annual 
Missions  Banquet  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District  this  year  is  Dr. 
Ken  McIntosh,  Field  Repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction.  The  date  of  the 
district-wide  banquet  is 
November  27th  at  Henning 
UMC  in  Sulphur.  Dr  McIntosh 
will  speak  on  past  and  present 
mission  in  China. 


Campus  Min.  Retreat  Success 


WILLIAM  M.  FINNIN  —  Seventy 
students  and  campus  ministers  repre¬ 
senting  eleven  universities  in  Louisiana 
gathered  recently  at  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Camp  for  a  state  wide  workshop 
and  retreat.  Throughout  the  weekend 
students  and  ministers  explored  themes 
of  “Jesus  Christ  —  the  Risen  Lord”  and 
“The  Caring  Christian  Community.” 
This  meeting  is  the  second  state-wide 
student  retreat  in  as  many  years.  With 
the  completion  of  this  event.  Louisiana 
joins  several  other  Southeastern  UM 
Conferences  in  sponsoring  regional 
student  gatherings 

Planners  of  this  year’s  event  were 
Revs.  Jerry  Fuller  (UNO)  and  Bob 
Wagener  (Tulane)  They  were  assisted 
by  resource  persons  from  the  UNO  Office 
of  Student  Affairs.  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  Interns  at  Carrolton  and  St. 
Mark’s  UMC  and  Dr.  Jane  Church,  a 
family  counseling  specialist  and 
psychologist.  Programs  for  the  weekend 
included  large  group  presentations, 
small  group  reflection  sessions.  “New 
Games”  recreation,  and  time  for  telling 
of  campus  ministry  programs  that  each 


university  represented.  Worship,  time 
for  relaxation,  and  time  for  long  walks  in 
the  woods  also  highlighted  the  weekend 
away. 

General  evaluations  of  the  weekend 
were  summarized  by  students  who 
observed,  “we  should  continue  meetings 
like  this  because  college  students  need 
time  to  get  away  from  the  pressures  of 
campus,  to  become  aware  of  the 
presence  of  God.  and  to  re  group  for  the 
return  to  campus  life.”  And.  “retreats 
like  this  give  us  a  chance  to  build  some 
collective -as  well  as  local  group  spirit 
and  reinforce  the  fact  that  there  are 
committed  Methodist  Chrfstians’oh  our 
campuses.” 

Planning  has  already  begun  for  a  mid- 
winter/Mardi  Gras  weekend  in  New 
Orleans  at  the  Tulane  Wesley 
Foundation. 

Student  ministry  on  our  university 
campuses  in  Louisiana  continues  to  be  a 
form  of  the  church’s  care  for  and 
ministry  with  young  adults.  Campus 
Ministry  programs  in  our  conference 
addresses  a  student  population  of  more 
than  140.000  persons 
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The  4-6 th  graders  at  St.  Timothy  were  studying  the  Feast  of 
Booths  in  the  Old  Testament,  and,  in  order  to  experience  the 
Festival,  re-created  their  own  booth  in  the  church’s  prayer 
garden.  According  to  Rev.  Don  McDowell,  “this  is  just  one 
exciting  thing  that  has  happened  since  the  church  hired  its 
first  educational  director,  Mrs.  Margie  Valliant.’’ 


Januarv-Octoher.  1979 


Decimal  Funds 
Pensions  (Decimal) 

District  Cupt. 

Episcopal  Fund 
Equitable  Salary 
Temporary  General  Aid 
Interdenominational 
General  Administration 
Jurisdictional  Administration 
La.  Conf.  Administration 
World  Service  &  Conf.  Ben 
Ministerial  Education 
Black  College 
Missional  Priorities 
Mass  Communications 
Centenary  College 
Wesley  Foundations 
Educational  Priorities 
Louisiana  Interchurch 
TOTAL 
Special  Report 
Pension  Crusade  —  Church 
Pension  Crusade  —  Pastor 


Apportioned 

Paid 

$  947.021 

$  713.012 

264,443 

207.300 

54.865 

43.738 

24.935 

18.667 

24.935 

14.709 

13.971 

6.390 

21.952 

13.293 

11.968 

7.451 

243.570 

146.014 

451.467 

304.652 

166.648 

86.062 

82.317 

45.721 

56.894 

33.384 

8.484 

5.084 

299.379 

18L505 

274.436 

144.486 

76.842 

35.697 

15.958 

9.342 

$3,040,085 

$2,016,507 

$474,759 
$  32,887 

$507,646 

TOTAL 
J.  J  Caraway 
Conference  Director  of  Financial  Affairs 


1979 

1978 

Percent 

Percent 

75.53 

71  40 

78.39 

76.09 

79.72 

76  74 

74  86 

75.19 

59.92 

59.60 

45.74 

43.89 

60  55 

66  05 

62.23 

66  10 

59.85 

66.56 

67  48 

66.22 

51  64 

50.35 

55.54 

50.25 

58  68 

51  54 

59.96 

54  89 

60.63 

58.45 

52.65 

50.52 

46  46 

58.54 

54.21 

66  33 

64.73 

Pictured  above  1.  to  r.,  the  Guy  Wimberlys,  of  First  UMC, 
Coushatta  and  the  Guy  Francises  of  Reily  Memorial  UMC, 
Collinston.  They  have  posed  with  the  Campers  on  Mission 
emblem,  shown  in  the  center,  after  Sunday  morning 
services,  during  the  state  meeting  of  this  organization  at 
Indian  Creek  Recreation  Area.  Both  couples  have  been 
members  of  this  fellowship  of  Christian  Campers  for  about 
two  years. 

This  is  a  national  organization  of  campers  who  wish  to 
share  their  Christian  faith  with  others  and  membership  is 
open  to  all  denominations.  If  you  wish  further  information, 
you  may  call,  toll  free,  800-622-6549  or  write:  Campers  on 
Mission  of  Louisiana,  Inc.,  Post  Office  Box  311,  Alexandria, 
Louisiana  71301. 


Altrusa  Scholarship  Awarded 


Brigitte  Gort.  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dick  Gort  of  Velp.  Netherlands,  was 
named  recipient  of  the  Altrusa  Club 
Scholarship  at  Centenary  College, 
according  to  Mrs.  H  K  Anders, 
president  of  the  club.  Brigitte  was  also 
granted  an  extra  sum  by  the  Inter¬ 
national  Relations  Committee.  Miss 
Flavia  Leary,  co-chairman. 

Brigitte,  a  foreign  language  major,  is  a 
sophmore  qnd  is  yerv  active  on  campus 


in  the  International  Student  Association.. 
Circle  K..  Intramural  Sports,  and  the 
Committee  for  Student  Entertainment. 
She  hopes  to  be  an  interpreter  for  the 
United  Nations,  or  an  embassy. 

The  Shreveport  Chapter  of  the  Altrusr 
Club  was  established  in  1927  for  women 
in  professional  or  executive  positions. 
They  have  helped  over  240  students  with 
scholarships  over  the  years 


Shown  from  1.  to  r.,  Dr. 
and  Miss  Brigitte  Gort. 


Donald  Webb,  Miss  Flavia  Leary, 


Trinity  UMC  in  Jennings  had  their  82nd  Anniversary  at  the 
end  of  October.  The  pastor  Rev.  Tom  Wilson  says  there  were 
“approximately”  130  people  in  attendance.  People  came 
back  to  Jennings  who  now  live  in  Texas,  Mississippi,  and  all 
parts  of  Louisiana.  You  can  see  Tom  and  Natalie  singing  in 
one  picture,  and  Mrs.  Ford,  who  is  90  years  young,  in  the 
other. 


Shown  in  the  picture  above  are  children  from  Robert  UMC 
Day  Care,  going  on  a  trip  to  the  Greater  Baton  Rouge  Zoo. 
The  trip  was  sponsored  by  the  committee  on  Missions  and 
Social  Concerns  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  With  the 
group,  I.  to  r.:  Mrs.  Nellie  B.  Scott,  teacher,  and  Mrs.  Elma 
J.  Scott,  director. 
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Judicial  Council  ruling  misunderstood 


Although  legal  decisions  are  intended 
to  clarify  rather  than  confuse  issues,  a 
recent  decision  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Judicial  Council  appears  to 
have  produced  just  the  opposite  of  its  in¬ 
tended  effect. 

Our  nomination  for  the  “most  misun¬ 
derstood”  action  by  any  church  body 
during  1979  goes  to  Judicial  Council  “De¬ 
cision  462.”  This  decision  was  made  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  petition  from  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference  which  asked:  “Is  a 
self -avowed,  practicing  homosexual  cler- 
gyperson  who  is  a  member  in  full  connec¬ 
tion  of  an  annual  conference  eligible  for 
appointment  to  a  charge  under  the  law  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church?" 

In  a  lengthy  opinion,  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  —  the  UMC's  "supreme  court"  —  de¬ 
clared  that  every  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  “in  good  standing"  and  “in  full  con 
nection"  is  guaranteed  an  appointment, 
and  that  decisions  regarding  ministerial 
character  and  conduct  are  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  annual  conferences  under  para¬ 
graphs  420  and  451  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Book  of  Discipline.  (See  TM/UMR, 
June  16  and  July  28,  1978,  November  2, 
1979,  and  elsewhere  in  this  issue. ) 

This  decision  should  come  as  no  sur¬ 
prise  to  anyone  who  is  familiar  with  mat¬ 
ters  of  church  law.  However,  various 
news  reports  regarding  the  Judicial 
Council  decision  have  created  the  mis¬ 
taken  impression  that  it  has  changed  the 
UMC’s  official  position  regarding  homo¬ 
sexual  behavior,  and  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  self-avowed,  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  is  now  generally  sanctioned.  Al¬ 
though  neither  of  these  impressions  is 
correct,  many  United  Methodists  are 
citing  this  decision  as  “the  last  straw" 
and  announcing  their  intention  to  discon¬ 
tinue  membership  in  the  UMC.  At  the 
same  time,  others  are  celebrating  this 
decision  as  a  “victory"  for  those  who  ad¬ 
vocate  a  positive  or  neutral  church 
stance  regarding  homosexuality. 

In  fact,  the  Judicial  Council  decision 
should  be  regarded  as  neither  a  “vic¬ 
tory"  nor  a  “defeat,"  regardless  of  one’s 
position  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality. 
The  Judicial  Council  exists  neither  to 


A  different  Christmas 

Putting  postage 
to  better  use 

By  GEORGE  C.  LYON 
Pottstown,  Pennsylvania 
For  the  past  several  years,  I  have 
acted  as  Christmas  Postmaster  in  our 
church  —  Cedarville  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

We  have  a  “Christmas  Post  Office" 
of  our  own  congregation.  Instead  of 
buying  stamps  and  mailing  their 
cards  to  each  other,  members  bring 
their  cards  to  church  before  worship 
service  and  deposit  them  in  a 
specially  prepared  “Christmas  Mail 
Box."  Cards  are  sorted  and  grouped 
according  to  families  and  set  out  on  a 
table  ready  for  family  collectors  after 
service.  The  Post  Office  is  open  for 
three  Sundays  previous  to  Christmas. 

We  have  a  little  collection  box  for 
contributions  of  money.  The  members 
deposit  contributions  of  money  of  any 
amount,  perhaps  the  equivalent  of  the 
money  they  saved  from  U.S.  postage. 

For  several  years  we  have  collected 
an  average  of  $100  each  season.  The 
money  raised  is  used  locally  for  those 
in  need. 

Give  blood  as  gift 

By  CLARA  E.  IVEY 
Claremont,  California 
For  a  good  number  of  years  now,  I 
have  been  giving  blood  at  Christmas 
time  as  my  gift  to  humanity  in  appre¬ 
ciation  to  God  for  his  gift  to  us.  Blood 
is  especially  needed  during  holidays. 
Blood  is  life! 
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express  opinions  on  ethical  issues  nor  to 
set  policy  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  responsible  for  rendering 
interpretive  decisions  based  on  existing 
church  law  in  response  to  specific 
questions. 

Judicial  Council  Decision  462  has  been 
widely  misunderstood  and  misinter¬ 
preted  because  the  Judicial  Council  did 
not  provide  a  direct  answer  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  posed  by  the  New  York  Conference. 
The  Judicial  Council  contributed  to  this 
misunderstanding  by  failing  to  explain 
why  the  question,  as  posed,  could  not  be 
answered  directly  on  the  basis  of  present 
church  law.  The  Judicial  Council  further 
clouded  understanding  of  the  issue  by  not 
defining  the  legal  status  of  the  UMC’s 
Statement  of  Social  Principles. 

W’e  believe  at  least  the  following  facts 
and  implications  are  made  apparent  by 
the  Judicial  Council's  decision: 

1.  The  Judicial  Council  rendered  the 
only  appropriate  decision  possible  on  this 
matter  under  current  church  law.  Any 
person  —  no  matter  what  his  personal 
convictions  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality 
—  would  of  necessity  render  the  same  de¬ 
cision  if  faced  by  identical  circum¬ 
stances. 

2.  The  Judicial  Council  did  not  offer  an 
opinion  regarding  homosexuality  beyond 
noting  that  paragraph  906.13  of  the  Disci¬ 
pline  expresses  the  intent  of  the  1976  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

3.  The  Judicial  Council  ruled  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  current  church  law,  annual 
conferences  make  the  determination 
each  year  of  which  ordained  ministers 
will  be  continued  “in  good  standing”  — 
thus  obligating  the  bishop  to  provide  an 
appointment  for  all  such  persons.  An  im¬ 
plication  of  this  decision  is  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  any  annual  conference  have  the 
right  under  church  law  to  maintain  “in 
good  standing"  any  minister  who  is  now 
“in  full  connection,"  including  one  who 
has  declared  himself  to  be  a  practicing 
homosexual.  The  Judicial  Council  appro¬ 
priately  offered  no  judgment  on  whether 
or  not  it  considered  this  to  be  a  theolo¬ 
gically  or  morally  correct  decision. 

4.  Bv  its  silence  regarding  their  bear- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


ing  on  the  issue  at  hand,  the  Judicial 
C  ouncil  has  in  effect  indicated  that  the 
United  Methodist  Statement  of  Social 
Principles  is  not  a  part  of  “the  law  of  the 
church."  Although  we  support  the  pre¬ 
sent  Social  Principles  statement  regard¬ 
ing  homosexual  behavior  and  disagree 
strongly  with  those  who  would  remove  it 
from  the  Discipline,  we  believe  far  too 
much  weight  has  been  attached  to  this 
particular  statement.  In  all  likelihood 
every  United  Methodist  regularly  fails  to 
conform  to  one  or  more  of  the  UMC’s 
Social  Principles,  yet  only  the  Social 
Principles  statement  on  homosexuality 
is  regularly  cited  as  having  an  impor¬ 
tance  approaching  that  of  Scripture.  The 
UMC’s  Statement  of  Social  Principles 
reflects  an  effort  to  apply  our  church’s 
theological  principles  to  current  social 
issues.  The  Social  Principles  are  exactly 
what  they  are  called  —  ethical  principles 
—  and  not  forms  of  church  law. 

,5.  If  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  believe  that  self-avowed  practic¬ 
ing  homosexuals  should  be  universally 
excluded  from  the  ordained  ministry  of 
our  church,  it  is  now  clear  that  specific 
legislation  to  that  effect  would  need  to  be 
proposed  to  and  adopted  by  the  1980 
General  Conference.  Although  such 
legislation  may  prove  to  be  necessary  in 
light  of  repeated  efforts  by  pro- 
homosexual  groups  to  secure  church 
affirmation  for  this  lifestyle,  it  should  not 
be  either  proposed  or  adopted  hastily. 
Legislation  of  this  type  would  have  the 
effect  of  modifying  our  church’s  long¬ 
standing  tradition  of  entrusting  res¬ 
ponsibility  for  ministerial  character  and 
conduct  solely  to  the  annual  conference. 
And  if  specific  legislative  prohibitions 
are  to  be  adopted  in  relation  to  homo¬ 
sexual  behavior,  it  stands  to  reason  that 
simliar  prohibitions  should  be  adopted  in 
relation  to  other  forms  of  sinful  behavior. 
If  the  General  Conference  opts  for  this 
course  of  action,  will  it  be  prepared  also 
to  pass  legislation  excluding  from  the 
ministry  all  persons  who  regularly 
commit  any  of  “the  seven  deadly  sins," 
i.e.  pride,  envy,  anger,  greed,  gluttony, 
lust  and  sloth? 


Here  I  Stand 

Who  is  really  concerned 
about  bolstering  families? 
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By  DAVID  I.  BRADLEY 

Is  there  a  family  in  the  church?  If  so, 
who’s  taking  care  of  that  family  unit? 
Who.  if  anybody,  really  cares  about  the 
family? 

I  am  a  firm  supporter  of  the  family  unit 
—  be  it  composed  of  a  couple,  children 
and  the  extended  relationships  of  grand¬ 
parents  and  other  relatives,  or  be  it  a 
single  parent  with  a  child  or  children 
with  or  without  the  supportive  ties  of 
extended  relationships  The  family  is  key 
in  my  understanding  of  a  growing, 
dynamic,  purposeful  culture.  I  affirm  the 
statement  of  Kenneth  Chafin,  "If  the 
family  fails  then  all  the  other  institutions 
of  society  will  fail.” 

Biblical  emphasis 

The  Bible  emphasizes  the  importance 
of  the  family.  The  book  of  beginnings 
(Genesis)  starts  with  family.  The  history 
of  nations  and  cultures  is  couched  in  the 
drama  of  family  events.  God  revealed 
himself  most  perfectly  to  us  in  His  Son  — 
a  baby  born  into  a  simple  family.  The 
illustrations  of  much  of  the  biblical 
narrative  are  full  of  family  episodes. 

But  that  was  in  Bible  times.  We  are  in 
the  modern,  technological,  super-scien¬ 
tific  age  where  the  creative  person 
reigns  supreme.  The  ability  of  the 
creative  mind,  the  genius,  the  super-self 
has  come  of  age.  We  are  greatly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  fastest,  most  powerful, 
wittiest,  biggest,  most  elaborate,  most 
mysterious,  most  unique,  most  what¬ 
ever.  How  does  one  make  it  in  this  pres¬ 
sure-type  environment?  Not  every  per¬ 
son  can  be  a  super-self.  How  do  we  cope? 

God’s  plan  for  us  begins  with  the 
simple  nurturing  community,  the  family. 
The  impact  of  that  nurturing  relationship 
can  limit  us  or  set  us  free.  That  family 
setting  allows  us  a  place  to  grow  and 
mature.  It  provides  an  arena  for  testing 
and  discovering  values  that  provide 
meaning  and  set  directions.  Moral, 
aesthetic,  economic,  pragmatic, 
sensuous  and  spiritual  values  are  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  first  and  basic  family 


setting.  The  requirements  of  parenting 
are  monumental.  The  need  for  guidance, 
support  and  information  is  never  ending. 
But  —  who  cares? 

I  am  the  editor  of  Family  Life 
Resources  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  I  care.  I  am  concerned  that  we 
as  a  denomination  have  not  and  do  not 
show  the  kind  of  caring  that  sets  family 
as  a  priority  in  the  life  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation.  What  is  happening  in  your  local 
church  that  gives  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  family? 

Recently  (August  31,  1979),  I  attended 
a  meeting  at  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  during  which  the 
announcement  was  made  that  "The 
Christian  Home"  magazine  was  being 
cut  back  from  a  monthly  to  a  quarterly 
publication.  Two  statements  followed. 
One  was  to  the  effect  that  if  the  maga¬ 
zine’s  circulation  figures  continued  to 
drop  (it  now  circulates  42.000).  it  will  be 
discontinued  entirely.  The  second  state¬ 
ment  affirmed  that  family  resources 
never  sell  well.  People  tend  not  to  pur¬ 
chase  resources  related  to  the  family. 
Therefore,  such  resources  cannot  be  pub¬ 
lished  because  production  costs  are  so 
high  and  once  the  resources  are  avail¬ 
able  they  are  not  purchased. 

Profit  needed 

I  affirm  the  need  for  a  self-supporting 
unit  like  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  to  publish  at  sufficient  profit  to 
pay  its  bills.  I  know  it  consistently  pub¬ 
lishes  resources  that  do  not  pay,  and  in 
some  cases  were  never  expected  to  pay 
their  way.  But  at  a  time  when  so  much 
emphasis  is  being  placed  on  the  family, 
when  President  Carter  has  called  for  a 
White  House  Conference  oh  the  family 
for  1980,  when  several  denominations  are 
making  the  family  an  emphasis  of  the 
1980’s,  should  we  United  Methodists 
move  to  wipe  out  the  only  resource  that 
gives  any  ongoing  visibility  to  family 
concerns  across  our  church? 

Who’s  at  fault?  Is  it  that  terrible  old 
publishing  house  ignoring  the  cry  of  the 
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David  Bradley 
church?  Or  is  it  the  apathetic  church 
ignoring  that  family  unit  which  sustains 
them  and  gives  them  being?  Or  is  it  some' 
of  both? 

What  can  be  done  to  support  the  family 
in  raising  responsible,  creative, 
spiritual,  whole  persons  and  sending 
them  out  into  the  mainstreams  of 
society?  We  can  begin  by  affirming 
families  and  the  importance  of  that  unit. 
Programs  can  be  developed  and  pro¬ 
moted  that  build  upon  this  existing  group 
within  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Voice  opinions 

Find  out  what  is  available  and  make 
use  of  it.  Let  planners  know  what  you 
want  and  what  you  don’t  want.  Let  the 
publisher  and  program  people  across 
local  church,  cluster,  district,  con¬ 
ference,  jurisdiction  and  national  head¬ 
quarters  hear  your  concerns.  Write  me 
at  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  201  Eighth  Avenue,  South, 
Nashville,  TN  37202,  and  share  your 
needs  and  dreams. 

I  care.  I  know  there  are  others  who 
care.  Will  you  let  me  and  others  who  can 
make  a  difference  know  how  much  you 
care.  Begin  with  an  “I  care  for  the  fami¬ 
ly"  letter.  Follow  up  your  letter  with 
some  at  home  and  beyond  action.  Think 
on  these  questions:  What  do  you  need? 
What  would  help  you  in  your  home  to 
care  for  your  family?  What  have  you 
wished  was  available  but  have  never 
found?  What  have  you  found  useful  but 
wish  you  had  more  of?  What  specific 
needs  do  you  have  as  a  parent?  As  a 
mother?  As  a  father?  As  a  child  in  a 
family  unit?  As  a  grandparent  concerned 
for  your  children  and  grandchildren?  As 
a  person  who  works  with  family  units?  If 
you  care  then  share  your  concerns  with 
me  and  with  others. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
concerns  and  opinions  about  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  David 
Bradley,  is  editor  of  Family  Life 
Resources  for  the  UMC  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Readers  react  to  stances  on  homosexuality  issues 

No  one  listening 


To  the  Editor: 

Various  boards  and  agencies  are 
wrestling  with  the  issue  of  “human  sexu¬ 
ality,"  or  rather  "homosexuality."  I,  too, 
have  been  wrestling  with  this  question. 
My  problem  arises  out  of  my  deep-seated 
beliefs. 

For  instance,  I  believe  with  all  my 
heart  and  soul  that  God  has  had  a  hand  in 
ceding  each  and  every  one  of  us.  Birth 
is  more  than  just  a  biological  union 
between  a  sperm  and  an  egg.  God  gives 
each  of  us  special  gifts  and  graces  which 
make  every  person  unique  and  different 
from  every  other  person.  I  have  found 
that  even  identical  twins  have  their 
separate  uniqueness.  I  believe  that  God 
created  us  and  loves  us  and  is  calling 
upon  each  of  us  to  respond  to  that  love. 
We  are  commanded  first  of  all  to  love 
God  and  then  to  love  our  neighbors  and 
ourselves.  I  believe  that  means  I  should 
love  all  of  God’s  creation,  including 
homosexuals. 

But  I  also  believe  with  all  my  heart  and 
soul  that  the  practice  of  homosexuality  is 
a  sin.  There  is  plenty  of  biblical  evidence 
to  support  this  belief.  I  am  also  reminded 
by  the  Bible  that  my  sins  are  just  as  evil 
as  homosexuality.  I  cannot  condemn  a 
homosexual’s  sin  without  condemning 
myself.  Neither  can  I  accept  sin  as  a  way 
of  life.  I  believe  I  am  called  upon  to  root 
the  sin  out  of  my  own  life.  I  believe  the 
homosexual  is  called  upon  to  do  likewise. 
After  all,  Jesus  said,  “Go  and  sin  no 
more.” 

It  seems  that  the  only  options  we  have 
are  heterosexuality  in  marriage  or 
celibacy.  I  believe  with  all  my  heart  and 
soul  that  this  is  the  case  —  so  much  so 
that  since  my  wife  left  me  21  years  ago  I 
have  remained  celibate.  How  about 
celibacy?  I  have  found  it  to  be  a 
liberating  experience.  I  can  love  men 
and  women  without  possessing  them  or 
being  possessed  by  them.  I  can  open 
myself  freely  to  all  persons.  I  can  be 
friends  with  both  a  husband  and  a  wife 
without  disturbing  their  relationship.  I 
am  happy  with  my  life.  I  recommend 
celibacy  to  anyone  who  cannot  have 
heterosexual  relationships.  I  believe 
there  is  more  freedom  in  expression  in 
celibacy  than  in  homosexuality,  although 
I  have  nothing  to  compare  it  with  as  I 
have  never  been  homosexual. 

I  believe  with  all  my  heart  and  soul 
that  the  church  should  stand  on  the  side 
of  God  and  the  Bible.  I  believe  we,  as 
Christians,  should  help  homosexuals 
overcome  their  sin  just  as  I  expect  the 
church  to  help  me  overcome  mine. 

Fritz  Widmeyer 
Salisbury  Center.  New  York 

‘New  wrinkle’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  ruling  of  the  UM  Judicial  Council 
concerning  the  reappointment  of  Paul 
Abels  puts  a  new  wrinkle  in  the  homo¬ 
sexual  issue  (TM/UMR.  November  2). 
Passage  by  the  General  Conference  of  an 
amendment  prohibiting  ministerial 
appointment  of  persons  with  a  homo¬ 
sexual  lifestyle  is  needed. 

According  to  the  decision  of  the 
Judicial  Council,  where  does  the  power  of 
reappointment  lie  —  with  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  local  church,  or  with  the 
presiding  bishop9 

I  enjoy  TM/UMR  and  the  openness 
which  you  display  in  your  reporting. 

Gail  Sparkman 
Carrollton.  Texas 

Editor's  Note.  The  power  of  appoint¬ 
ment  lies  with  the  bishop.  However,  the 
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bishop  is  obligated  to  appoint  any 
ordained  elder  who  is  in  good  standing 
with  his/her  annual  conference. 

Board  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

The  four  writers  who  “hit  the  board’s 
stance  on  ‘gays’  ’’  in  the  November  2  is¬ 
sue  of  TM/UMR  seemed  to  do  so  because 
they  believe  that  God  told  Old  Testament 
and  New  Testament  writers  all  he  knew 
about  homosexuality.  Our  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  believes  that  God  re¬ 
vealed  much  of  His  truth  in  the  Bible,  but 
reveals  more  truth  in  every  age  and  may 
never  get  it  all  told  and  understood!  I’ve 
wondered  why  it  is  that  heterosexuals 
with  varying  degrees  of  homophobia  wax 
fierce  about  homosexuality,  which  the 
Bible  mentions  seven  times,  and  rarely 
mention  heterosexual  sins  which  the 
Bible  refers  to  at  least  192  times.  Biblio¬ 
laters  may  be  susceptible  to  homophobia. 

My  wife  and  I  are  heterosexual  Chris¬ 
tians  with  four  sons.  15  grandchildren 
and  six  great-grandchildren,  with  no 
known  homosexuals.  We  appreciate  our 
board  as  it  seeks  truth  in  the  Methodist 
way:  “Scripture,  tradition,  experience 
and  reason.’’ 

God  is  alive,  not  dead!  He  may  be 
speaking  to  Drs  Bieber  of  New  York  and 
Voth  of  Meningers.  who  believe  that 
homosexuality  begins  at  three  or  four 
years  of  age  and  is  not  a  choice:  to  Dr. 
Money  of  Johns  Hopkins,  who  believes 
that  homosexuality  begins  before  birth  in 
a  “biological  mixup"  and  is  not  a  choice: 
and  to  Dr.  William  Barclay,  great  world 
Christian,  who  wrote  that  most  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  so  through  no  choice  of  their 
own  and  should  not  be  condemned  by 
people  who  are  not  in  the  same  ex¬ 
perience. 

We  support  our  board  in  its  decision *to 
recommend  listening  to  a  living  God  who 
never  ceases  revealing  truth  to  people 
who  keep  their  hearts  and  minds  open  to 
Him.  "...  lake  seriously  both  the  wit¬ 
ness  of  our  heritage  and  the  Spirit  who  is 
leading  us.” 

Richard  and  Harriet  Heacock 

Austin.  Texas 

Disappointed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  must  write  to  say  that  as  a  United 
Methodist.  I  am  very  disappointed  in  the 
new  stance  on  homosexuality  taken  by 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  (See 
TM/UMR,  October  12  ) 

I  am  sympathetic  to  homosexual 
problems  and  I  do  not  judge  their  acts 
knowing  that  many  truly  believe  they 
can’t  help  themselves.  Only  God  knows 
and  only  He  can  judge. 

However,  we  do  know  that  for  many  it 


is  definitely  a  learned  behavior,  and  as  a 
church  I  feel  we  must  stay  with  the 
wisdom  of  the  Bible. 

Sharolyn  M.  Mason 

Clearwater.  Florida 

A  moral  choice 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  the  article, 
“Shift  in  UM  stance  on  ‘gays’  asked."  by 
Sharon  Mielke  in  the  October  12  issue  of 
TM/UMR. 

Homosexuality  is  not  a  separate 
creation  in  addition  to  feminine  or  mas¬ 
culine  sexes;  it  is  not  an  ethnic  minority; 
nor  are  homosexuals  born  as  such; 
rather  homosexuality  is  a  moral  choice. 

For  the  church  to  deal  with  this  issue 
on  a  “human  rights”  basis  is  to  miss  the 
point  altogether,  since  it’s  not  rights  that 
are  involved  but  choices. 

In  Romans  12.  the  Apostle  Paul 
reminds  the  church  that  it  is  our  respon¬ 
sibility  to  present  our  bodies  as  living 
sacrifices  that  are  holy  and  acceptable  to 
God.  That  we  are  not  to  be  conformed  to 
the  world,  but  that  we  are  to  be  trans¬ 
formed  by  the  renewing  of  our  minds,  so 
that  we  can  prove  what  the  will  of  God  is, 
namely  that  which  is  good  and 
acceptable  and  perfect  in  His  sight. 

In  Matthew  5:16,  we  are  told  to  let  our 
light  shine  to  God.  However,  if  we  are  as 
a  church  as  immoral  as  the  rest  of  the 
world,  then  how  is  our  light  going  to  be 
any  different  or  brighter  than  the  rest  the 
world's,  and  how  can  we  be  the  light  of 
the  world  as  Christ  would  have  us  to  be? 

To  state  “we  are  seeking  the  truth"  in 
the  light  of  Christian  heritage  is  a  fine 
and  courageous  statement.  However, 
let’s  not  pervert  the  truth  we  already 
have,  in  order  to  placate  the  militant 
homosexual  who  wants  to  be  accepted 
into  the  church  without  repentance  or 
forgiveness. 

If  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  gets  its  way  in  this  matter  at  the 
1980  General  Conference,  then  the 
following  items  pertaining  to  member¬ 
ship  in  the  church  and  ordination  to 
deacon  and  elder  will  have  to  be  deleted 
as  well  —  the  membership  requirement 
“Do  you  receive  and  profess  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  as  contained  in  the  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments?  Do  you 
unfeignedly  believe  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments?’’  A  require¬ 
ment  for  deacons  orders  and  for  elders: 
Are  you  persuaded  that  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  contain  all  truth  required  for 
eternal  salvation  through  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ? 

Apparently  our  general  board  is 
seeking  truth  outside  Holy  Scripture,  and 
isn't  that  bordering  on  cultism? 

Eugene  H.  Slack 

Arthur.  North  Dakota 


To  the  Editor: 

The  November  2  issue  of  TM/UMR 
related  the  recommendation  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  to  the  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  let  the  board  eliminate  its 
three  divisions  and  the  offices  of  the 
Associate  General  Secretaries  who  head 
the  divisions.' 

The  proposal  came  as  an  attempt  to 
make  financial  ends  meet  in  the  next 
quadrennium.  Other  action  included  con¬ 
tinuing  the  option  of  using  sexually 
explicit  films  in  training  leaders  for  adult 
sexuality  forums. 

The  October  12  issue  of  TM/UMR 
related  the  recommendation  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
change  the  Book  of  Discipline  concerning 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  stand  on 
the  issue  of  homosexuality. 

These  two  proposed  actions  once  again 
demonstrate  that  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  aren’t  listening  to  the  local  church.  I 
agree  with  Mrs.  Frank  Tiller's  “Letter  to 


the  Editor”  (TM/UMR,  November  2) 
which  stated.  “I  hate  to  see  the  church 
lower  its  standards  because  of  pressure. 
We  will  surely  lose  more  members  and 
open  the  door  to  more  liberalism." 

It  is  no  wonder  that  membership  and 
giving  have  declined  in  our  church.  When 
are  our  leaders  going  to  g^U*  the 
message?  I  predict  thitsthe  financial 
pinch  is  going  to  get  worse.  I  believe  that 
there  are  millions  of  United  Methodists 
support  to  the  actions  I  have  just 
described.  It  may  be  the  only  way  we 
can  eventually  save  our  heritage  and 
continue  to  live  in  accordance  with 
God’s  Holy  Word. 

Lloyd  F.  Traughber 
Springfield,  Tennessee 

Articles  excellent 

To  the  Editor: 

The  November  2  issue  of  TM/UMR  is 
excellent  in  its  presentation  of  the  issues 
in  the  Pacific  Homes  case(s).  This  is  a 
crucial  matter,  and  your  articles  and  edi¬ 
torial  help  set  the  issues  forth  quite  well. 

Walter  Vernon 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Personal  Bible  Study  in  Leaflet  Form 
for  Your  Entire  Congregation! 

NOW  —  a  new  monthly  leaflet  subscription  service,  to  be 
used  as  a  bulletin  insert  one  Sunday  every  month,  or  as  a 
handout  in  visitation,  or  study  groups.  Following  the  theme 
for  1980,  The  Parables  and  You,  The  Bible  Speaks  Today 
series  encourages  your  members  to  probe  the  Scriptures 
and  mature  as  Christians.  Each  monthly  edition  discusses 
one  or  two  parables  in  six  sections,  and  closes  with  a  prayer 
and  suggested  uses.  You’ll  receive  12  different  leaflets  a 
year,  each  reflecting  the  biblical  message  and  based  on  a 
different  theme  each  year. 

It’s  easy  —  just  subscribe  to  this  monthly  (1  issue  per 
month)  service  and  each  quarter,  your  3-month  order  will  be 
shipped  automatically  in  advance.  Be  sure  to  place  your 
order  for  The  Bible  Speaks  Today  Now!  Order  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  $1.95  per  100,  plus  postage. 


THE  BIBLE 
SPEAKS  TODAY 
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LONDON — Trustees  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  here  have  authorized  a  financial  drive  to 
restore  the  decaying  Wesley’s  house  (above  photo  of  scale  model)  for  $150,000  and  the 
crypt  underneath  Wesley’s  Chapel  for  $300,000  during  1980. 

Wesley’s  Chapel,  shown  in  the  center  of  the  photo,  was  restored  last  year  at  a  cost  of 
$2  million  with  American  United  Methodists  giving  the  lion's  share.  An  office  building 
complex  to  he  constructed  and  leased  later  will  bring  an  initial  $300,000  plus  $30,000  to 
the  Chapel. 

NEW  DIMENSION  |>||oTof.|{  \PIIV 

Drive  launched  to  raise  $ 1 50,000 

Restore  John  Wesley’s  house 


Challenge  to  Christians 
shown  by  Gallup  polls 


Bishops 
pray  for 
hostages 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  -  United 
Methodist  bishops  issued  a  statement 
last  week  deploring  the  action  by  those 
holding  United  States  citizens  and  others 
as  hostages  in  the  U.  S.  Embassy  in 
Tehran  while  at  the  same  time 
cautioning  “our  people  to  resist  all 
efforts  to  arouse  personal  reactions  of 
violence"  against  Iranian  students  or 
other  personnel  in  the  U  S. 

In  a  resolution  passed  Nov.  15.  the 
Council  of  Bishops  also  expressed  “deep 
concern"  for  the  hostages  and  their  fami¬ 
lies  and  offered  “our  prayers  for  their 
early  release." 

The  bishops,  however,  cautioned 
against  violence,  saying.  “Our  Christian 
faith  mandates  us  never  to  return  evil  for 
evil,  but  to  support  in  every  way  possible 
positive  and  good  responses  to  influence 
bad  situations  toward  peaceful 
resolution." 

The  resolution  by  the  bishops  in  their 
semi-annual  meeting  also  expressed 
confidence  in  the  “international 
diplomacy  in  many  ways  and  from  many 
points  of  origin"  now  being  exercised  to 
deal  with  the  present  crisis  between  the 
governments  of  Iran  and  the  U.S. 

Among  other  actions,  the  council  which 
is  composed  of  the  UMC’s  45  active 
bishops  in  the  U.S..  its  15  bishops 
overseas  and  all  retired  bishops: 

•  Voted  to  ask  President  Carter  to 
address  the  1980  General  Conference: 

•  Agreed  to  recommend  that  the 
church  raise  $40  million  during  1983-86 
"to  organize  innovative  new 
congregations  and  to  revitalize  existing 
congregations”  as  a  part  of  the  1984 
Bicentennial  celebration  of  Methodism  in 
America;  (This  recommendation  must 
go  first  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  then  to  the  General 
Conference  for  consideration. ) 

•  Ordered  one  of  its  committees  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  response  for  the  council  to 
consider  at  its  spring  meeting  on  the 
policy  recently  stated  by  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  (related  to  the  UM 
evangelical  caucus  “Good  News")  in 
which  the  evangelical  group  said  it  would 
encourage  UM  local  churches  and 
members  to  support  missions  and 
missionaries  other  than  those  authorized 
by  the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries; 

•  Established  a  study  committee  to 
define  “normative  standards  of  Chris¬ 
tian  conduct"  for  UM  ministers. 

African  urges 
larger  stake 
in  mission 

BOSTON  (UMC)  —  Africa  cannot  be 
evangelized  without  a  drastic  change  in 
American  commitment  to  missions,  says 
Bishop  Bennie  D.  Warner,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Liberia  Central  Conference, 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  44-vear-old  bishop,  who  is  also 
Vice  President  of  his  nation,  disputed 
the  claim,  frequently  heard  in  American 
church  circles,  that  Africa  is  destined  to 
be  the  major  Christian  continent  by  the 
year  2000. 

“Africa  is  an  ideological  battle¬ 
ground."  he  said  during  a  recent  inter¬ 
view  at  Boston  University,  “where  any¬ 
one  can  come  in  and  grab.  It  is  90  percent 
rural,  90  percent  ignorant,  90  percent 
underdeveloped." 

Bishop  Warner,  a  former  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  said  that  in  the  light  of 
these  circumstances  he  finds  the  church¬ 
wide  missions  system  “slow  and  restric¬ 
tive."  The  result  is  that  only  20  years  be¬ 
fore  Africa’s  predicted  Christianization, 
85  to  90  percent  of  the  continent  adheres 
to  traditional  religion  or  to  Islam. 

“Liberian  United  Methodists  want  to 
make  an  evangelistic  thrust  but  we  can’t 
find  either  the  money  or  the  manpower 
Our  Macedonian  call  —  ‘Come  over  and 
help  us’  —  is  not  being  heard.  So  I  wonder 
if  Africa  is  going  to  be  the  center  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  or  of  Islam?" 

Although  he  acknowledged  that  Islam 
has  the  advantage  of  state-sponsored  out¬ 
reach  from  such  rich  nations  as  Libya, 
the  Sudan,  and  Saudi  Arabia,  Bishop 
Warner  challenged  American  Christians 
to  match  what  he  called  the  Moslem  atti¬ 
tude  of  individual  responsibility  for  the 
spread  of  their  faith.  He  said  that  would 
include  Christian  inroads  into  African 
politics  and  economics. 

Bishop  Warner  said  that,  based  on  the 
recent  example  of  Iran,  he  would  fear  for 
the  “human  rights,  freedom,  self-realiza¬ 
tion,  and  peace"  of  Africa  if  Islam  were 
to  dominate  the  continent.  He  estimates 
the  current  Moslem  population  as  about 
25  percent. 

However,  both  Christians  and  Moslems 
are  still  far  outnumbered  by  traditional¬ 
ists  whose  religion  is  closely  allied  to  na¬ 
ture  and  to  family  ties  and  ancestor  wor¬ 
ship.  These  people,  Bishop  Warner  says, 
could  be  easily  attracted  to  Christianity 
through  its  nurture  of  families  and  its 
concepts  of  the  communion  of  saints  and 
the  “so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses”  that 
surround  us. 

Bishop  Warner,  who  says  that 
Liberia’s  most  pressing  need  is  for  edu¬ 
cators,  said  that  he  does  not  worry  about 
American  missionaries  importing  their 
culture  to  Africa,  because  new  African 
self-respect  and  sensitive  pre-assign¬ 
ment  training  here  have  restored  the 
Gospel  to  priority  over  cultural  norms. 
“Now  you  can  bring  the  straight  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  we'll  dress  it  up.” 


By  CLYDE  CH  ESN  ITT 
Associate  Editor 

"Almighty  God.  who  raised  up  vour 
servants  John  and  Charles  Wesley  to 
proclaim  anew  the  gift  of  redemption  and 
the  life  of  holiness:  be  with  us  their 
children  and  revive  your  work  among  us: 
that,  inspired  by  the  same  faith  and 
upheld  by  the  same  grace  in  Word  and 
Sacrament,  we  and  all  vour  people  mav 
be  made  one  in  the  unity  of  Christ's 
church  on  earth,  through  the  same  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 

.  .  The  Prayer  for  Revival  of 

the  Wesley  Community 
Evening  Office 

ALBUQUERQUE.  N.M.  -  Praying  the 
Prayer  for  Revival,  the  pastor  of 
Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London  launched  a 
drive  here  last  week  to  raise  $150,000  to 
restore  the  house  of  John  Wesley,  the 
18th  century  founder  of  Methodism. 

Speaking  to  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  Nov.  15.  the  Rev. 
Ronald  Gibbins  said  he  is  on  a  two  week 
“whistle-stop"  tour  of  the  United  States. 
His  purposes,  he  said,  are  to  tell 
American  UMs  about:  (1)  the  completed 
restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel.  (2)  the 
continuing  ministry  of  the  Wesley  Com¬ 
munity.  and  (3)  the  appeal  for  funds  to 
restore  the  house  John  Wesley  lived  in 
for  more  than  11  years  until  his  death  in 
1791. 

The  house,  adjacent  to  Wesley’s 
Chapel,  contains  the  original  furniture 
used  by  Wesley  as  well  as  the  pen  with 
which  he  wrote  many  of  his  letters.  The 
house  will  serve  as  a  museum  of 
Methodist  beginnings. 


Senior  Staff  Writer 

“The  Pacific  Homes  crisis  —  It’s  about 
time  you  heard  our  story”  headlined  large 
advertisements  signed  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden  in  the 
Nov.  13  editions  of  several  major  U.S. 
newspapers. 

Paid  for  by  voluntary  contributions 
from  a  number  of  concerned  United 
Methodists  in  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  which  Bishop  Golden 
supervises,  the  ad  says  that  for  several 
years  readers  have  been  hearing  only  a 
part  of  the  story  of  the  financial  tragedy 
of  Pacific  Homes. 

The  paid  advertisements  are  one  of 
several  vigorous  responses  made  recent¬ 
ly  by  UM  officials  and  attorneys  to  the 
on-going  media  treatment  of  the  West 
Coast  retirement  homes  crisis  and  to  the 
allegations  made  in  an  Oct.  15  report  of 
the  court-appointed  trustee  to  the  bank¬ 
ruptcy  judge. 

The  “untold”  part  of  the  story,  as  Bi¬ 
shop  Golden  describes  it  in  the  ad,  is  of 
the  “compassion  and  concern  for  the 
residents"  repeatedly  demonstrated  by 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  Although  the  conference  denies 
legal  responsibility  for  the  obligations  of 
Pacific  Homes  —  “a  separate  and  inde¬ 
pendent  California  non-profit  corpora¬ 
tion”  —  the  bishop  says  the  conference 
will  continue  to  address  any  reasonable 
requests  for  assistance  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  solution  and  the  needs  of 
residents. 

He  illustrates  the  conference’s  concern 
by  citing  repeated  decisions  to  provide 
loan  guarantees,  backing  for  a  contract 
conversion  program  and  a  plan*of  re¬ 
organization.  The  plan  to  renegotiate 
residents’  contracts  was  favored  by  91 
percent  of  the  residents,  but  due  to  the  fil¬ 
ing  of  objections  by  a  small  minority  the 
plan  had  to  be  scrapped. 

Further,  he  said,  the  conference  has 
contributed  to  an  emergency  relief  fund 
since  Dec.  1977  for  residents  unable  to 
pay  the  monthly  fees  in  effect  since  the 
homes  were  turned  over  to  the  trustee. 
“At  no  time,  in  the  past  or  present,  has 
any  resident  of  the  homes  been  evicted 
because  of  inability  of  pay,”  the  bishop 
emphasized.  (Conference  treasurer  John 
Kirkman  said  $47,400  has  been  raised  for 
the  emergency  fund  thus  far. ) 

In  addition,  the  bishop  points  out,  the 
conference  “remains  open  to  a  solution" 
and  conference  representatives  are 
authorized  to  meet  with  all  interested 
parties  to  the  numerous  suits. 

At  the  same  time  Bishop  Golden  said, 
the  conference  refuses  to  allow  the 


“Restoration  is  necessary  because  the 
roof  is  about  to  fall  in."  Dr.  Gibbins  said. 
The  work  will  start  in  the  spring  of  1980 
and  be  finished  before  Christmas.  The 
nine  rooms  are  to  be  restored  each  at  a 
cost  of  approximately  $12,000  at  the  same 
time  as  the  roof  is  repaired. 

British  Methodists  are  raising 
approximately  $300,000  to  restore  the 
crvpt  which  is  underneath  the  chapel  and 
where  several  hundred  early  Methodist 
preachers  are  buried.  He  said  the 
trustees  also  are  leasing  adjacent  land 
for  an  office  complex  to  be  built  later 
which  will  provide  an  initial  $300,000  plus 
an  annual  income  of  $30,000  to  the 
Chapel. 

Dr.  Gibbins  reported  to  the  bishops 
that  the  $2  million  restoration  of  Wesley’s 
Chapel— which  reopened  Nov.  1,  1978— 
was  completed  with  American  UMs 
providing  57  percent  of  the  funds.  British 
Methodists  gave  37  percent  and  other 
Methodists  around  the  world  provided 
the  remaining  percentage.  More  than 
26.000  UMs  from  America  visited  the 
chapel  last  year,  he  added. 

The  pastor  of  the  “Number  One 
appointment  in  world  Methodism”  said 
he  hoped  the  restoration  of  the  house  and 
crypt  could  be  completed  quickly  so  they 
can  get  about  the  business  of  making 
Wesley’s  Chapel  “a  center  of  evangelism 
through  which  people  can  find  Christ." 

One  of  the  missions  of  the  150-member 
congregation  which  Dr  Gibbins. 
highlighted  is  the  expansion  of  "The 
Wesley  Community"  —  a  small  group  of 
people  committed  to  disciplined  spiritual 
growth  and  service.  “We  are  sometimes 
called  ‘Methodist  monks’  but  that  can’t 


concerns  of  this  litigation  to  “totally  dis¬ 
rupt  our  ministry  to  all  of  the  people  of 
this  area." 

He  notes  also  that  the  issue  of  whether 
the  United  Methodist  Church  may  be 
sued  in  blanket  fashion  is  present  before 
the  Supreme  Court  and  is  of  obvious  con¬ 
cern  to  all  United  Methodists  and  other 
denominations  because  the  outcome 
“might  well  have  a  profound  effect  on  the 
structure,  mission  and  existence  of  nu¬ 
merous  faiths  as  we  know  them  today  .  .  . 
we  must  resist  the  (plaintiffs)  attempt  to 
restructure  a  basic  principle  of  our 
faith." 

Ads  follow  media  allegations 

The  ads  appeared  four  days  after  the 
publication  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal  of 
an  article  on  “Aging  Americans"  which 
cites  Pacific  Homes  as  an  example  of 
church-sponsored  homes  which  have 
failed  to  meet  their  promises  and  vic¬ 
timized  aging  residents. 

Wall  Street  Journal  writer  Jim  Mont¬ 
gomery  goes  on  to  say  that  America’s 
nearly  25  million  citizens  over  65  are  “un¬ 
der  unrelenting  siege  by  legions  of  pre¬ 
dators  employing  a  dazzling  array  of 
schemes  designed  to  numb  the  minds  and 
snatch  the  cash  of  their  victims." 

In  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Journal, 
Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  of  the  New  York 
Area  called  Mr.  Montgomery’s  inclusion 
of  Pacific  Homes  in  the  same  article  de¬ 
scribing  confidence  games  as  “unfair." 

Bishop  Ward  said,  “The  millions  of 
persons  in  the  churches  of  our  land,  in¬ 
cluding  the  UMC,  are  not  partners  in 
schemes  to  profiteer  from  the  needs  of 
the  aging.  " 

He  said  that  aged  persons  who  choose 
to  live  in  church-sponsored  homes  “have 
no  reason  to  feel  they  have  been  betrayed 
in  their  choice  .  .  .  they  are  not  being  rip¬ 
ped  off .  .  .  and  their  future  is  not  in  dan¬ 
ger." 

The  Wall  Street  Journal  article  quoted 
extensively  from  the  charges  made  by 
the  court-appointed  trustee  Richard  E. 
Matthews  on  Oct.  15  in  his  report  to  the 
bankruptcy  court. 

Trustee  alleges  fraud 

Mr.  Matthews  charged  that  “For  more 
than  25  years,  Pacific  Homes  perpe¬ 
trated  a  fraud  on  unsuspecting  elderly 
people  in  the  name  of  the  Methodist 
Church."  That  fraud,  he  said,  can  be 
characterized  as  a  “modern  day  ’Ponzi 
scheme’  which  consisted  of  taking  money 
in  exchange  for  the  promise  to  provide 
lifetime  care,  but  then  diverting  that 
money  for  the  payment  of  current  obliga¬ 
tions  instead  of  reserving  those  funds  for 


be  because  my  wife  is  a  member,"  he 
said. 

The  Wesley  Community  is  fashioned 
after  “the  ethos  of  the  Holy  Club."  he 
said.  They  hold  morning  and  evening 
prayer  services  (adapted  from  the  daily 
“offices"  of  the  medieval  church),  meet 
weekly  as  a  “band"  (from  the  practice  of 
early  day  Methodists),  and  serve  people 
in  the  neighborhood  (as  Wesley  himself 
did). 

At  present,  Dr.  Gibbins  told  TM/UMR 
that  12  persons  have  taken  the  vows  and 
live  in  residence  together,  including  two 
UM  seminary  students  from  the  U.S.  An¬ 
other  30  have  taken  the  vows  but  are  not 
in  residence  and  an  additional  40 
“friends"  have  not  taken  the  vows  but 
offer  financial  support. 

A  second  “house"  of  prayer  and 
service  has  been  established  in  a  highly 
industrialized  area  in  northern  England. 
Dr.  Gibbins  said  two  more  “houses"  are 
planned  for  1980.  one  a  multi-racial 
residence  in  London  and  another  in 
Northumberland,  near  the  Scottish 
border. 

“I  hope  these  shock  troops  within  a  few 
years  may  become  like  the  traditional 
religious  orders  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Franciscans  or  Jesuits,  that  is,  people 
who  will  go  anywhere  they  are  needed  to 
serve  Christ,”  he  said. 

Persons  wishing  to  contribute  to  the 
restoration  project  may  contact  Dr. 
Ronald  E.  Gibbins.  Wesley’s  Chapel.  49 
City  Road.  London.  E.C.  1.  England.  He 
is  in  the  U.S  currently  under  the 
auspices  of  the  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Fellowship. 


the  future  costs  of  that  care." 

The  trustee  charged  that  the  homes, 
management,  directors  and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  “which  controlled  and  di¬ 
rected  Pacific  Homes,  were  aware  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  scheme  and  took  active 
steps  to  encourage  it,  and  simultaneously 
to  conceal  it  from  the  public.” 

Mr.  Matthews  said  that  the  “final  col¬ 
lapse  is  directly  traceable  to  gross  mis¬ 
management”  and  that  “the  continuous 
acts  of  mismanagement,  negligence, 
waste  and  breach  of  fiduciary  duties 
were  known  to,  and  officially  sanctioned 
by,  the  Methodist  Church." 

Attorneys  for  the  Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference,  a  defendant 
along  with  other  church  units  as  well  as 
the  denomination  itself,  have  denied  the 
fraud  charges  made  by  Mr.  Matthews. 

‘Fraud’  charges  repudiated 

William  Miller  III,  attorney  for  the 
conference,  commented,  “You  can  be 
wrong  without  being  guilty  of  fraud." 
Conference  attorney  John  Browning  said 
that  the  conference  is  "a  separate  entity 
and  did  not  dominate  or  control  the  acti¬ 
vities,  procedures  and  policies  of  Pacific 
Homes." 

According  to  the  lawyers,  the  financial 
problems  were  not  caused  by  deception 
and  fraud,  but  a  lack  of  liquid  reserves 
due  to  inflation  and  the  longevity  of 
thousands  of  the  residents  of  the  homes 
who  lived  beyond  the  calculations  in 
actuarial  tables. 

An  attorney  for  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  another  defendant  in 
two  suits  totaling  more  than  $300  million, 
called  the  report  filed  by  Mr.  Matthews 
“intellectually  dishonest"  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  “Newscope.” 

The  attorney,  Paul  J.  Bankes  Jr.  of 
Philadelphia  said  Mr.  Matthews  is 
attempting  to  “gain  from  publicity  and 
smearing  the  UMC  what  he  can’t  support 
in  the  courtroom." 

’The  most  important  question’ 

“While  vast  sums  of  liability  —  two- 
thirds  of  a  billion  dollars  —  are  at  stake, 
that’s  not  the  most  important  aspect  of 
the  case,"  said  Samuel  B.  Witwer,  at¬ 
torney  for  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  and  three  UM 
officials  named  in  the  suits. 

The  most  important  question  is 
whether  it  is  possible  for  the  UMC  to 
have  a  “connectional  system"  if  every 
UM  member  is  responsible  for  each 
action  of  every  other  unit  bearing  a  com¬ 
mon  name,  Mr.  Witwer  told  reporters 
and  delegates  recently  at  a  General  Con¬ 
ference  “briefing"  in  Indianapolis. 


By  BEVERLY  B.  BOCHE 
Special  to  TM/L'MR 

If  predictions  about  the  next  decade 
are  accurate,  the  Christian  community 
in  America  has  its  work  cut  out  for  it. 
According  to  George  Gallup  Jr.,  surveys 
indicate  a  growing  problem  with  crime, 
drug  addiction  and  voter  apathy  for  this 
nation  in  /the  80s.  Alongside  this,  how¬ 
ever.  is  a  poll  showing  clergy  at  the  top  of 
the  list  of  “most-admired"  occupations. 

Speaking  last  month  to  passengers  on 
the  oceanliner  Queen  Elizabeth  2,  Mr 
Gallup  set  forth  five  trends  which  he  sees 
for  America  in  the  I9fl0s 

•  A  continuin''  \.»«lus  from  the  cities. 
His  survey  finds  that  only  one-third  of  the 
American  populace  would  stay  in  the  city 
if  they  had  a  choice  The  greatest  reason 
for  this  is  crime.  One  in  four  persons  has 
been  assaulted,  mugged,  robbed  or  had 
his/her  house  broken  into  in  the  past 
twelve  months.  A  quarter  of  a  century 
ago.  crime  was  a  problem  for  only  four 
percent  of  the  citizens. 

Leaving  the  cities  are  the  younger, 
better  educated,  more  affluent:  those 
who  would  provide  a  large  share  of 
leadership.  Mr  Gallup  suggested  the 
way  to  save  American  cities  is  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  the  neighborhoods.  The  city,  he 
finds,  is  too  big  an  entity,  but  people  are 
interested  in  saving  the  area  in  which 
they  live. 

•  Continued  voter  apathy.  A  low 
turnout  for  next  year’s  presidential  elec¬ 
tion  is  predicted.  Only  50  percent  of  those 
eligible  voted  in  1976.  Half  of  U.S.  citizens 
cannot  name  their  congressional 
representatives  and  far  fewer  can  say 
how  they  stand  on  key  issues. 

The  18-20  year-olds  voting  record  has 
been,  he  said,  "disappointingly  low." 
Asking  his  audiences,  “Does  the  system 
allow  the  best  people  to  rise  to  the  top?  " 
he  then  answered  his  own  question,  “I 
think  you  will  agree  it  does  not."  Only 
those  with  enough  money  can  run.  Mr 
Gallup  added 

•  A  continuing  drug  problem,  but  not 
hard  drugs.  Although  the  percentage  of 
those  who  try  marijuana  has  been  in¬ 
creasing  since  the  60s.  Mr.  Gallup  points 
to  alcohol  as  the  nation’s  real  drug 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

HAMMOND,  La.  —  A  recent  Judicial 
Council  decision  did  not  change  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  on 
homosexuality,  according  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  church’s  "supreme  court  " 

“The  question  of  homosexuality  was 
not  even  before  us."  said  Tom  Matheny, 
president  of  the  council.  Although  the 
request  from  the  New  York  Annual 
Conference  was  for  a  declaratory 
decision  on  whether  a  “self-avowed  prac¬ 
ticing  homosexual  clergyperson  who  is  a 
member  in  full  connection  of  an  annual 
conference  is  eligible  for  appointment  to  a 
charge  under  the  law  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church."  the  council  said 
“our  response  must  be  limited  to  the 
question  of  law." 

“The  only  question  of  law  before  the 
council,"  Mr.  Matheny  said,  “was 
whether  a  minister  in  ‘good  standing  and 
full  connection'  could  lose  this  status 
other  than  by  conference  action.” 

The  decision  says  that  “by  virtue  of 
Pars.  420  and  451  of  the  ‘Discipline  every 
member  of  an  annual  conference  in  full 
connection  is  eligible  for  appointment  to 
a  charge  so  long  as  his  annual  conference 
continues  him  in  good  standing  and  in  the 
effective  relation." 

Mr  Matheny  sent  copies  of  the 
decision  to  conference  editors  when  it 
became  apparent  that  some 
“distortions"  of  the  decision  were 
appearing  in  news  reports.  He  told 
TM/UMR  that  a  story  and  headline 
which  appeared  in  the  New  York  Times 
was  misleading  and  inaccurate. 


problem  One  half  of  all  murders,  he 
said,  are  related  to  alcohol  and  a  large 
portion  of  traffic  accidents 

Parents,  he  finds,  never  discuss  drink 
ing  with  their  children  Also,  he  said, 
there  is  a  widely  held  belief  that  beer 
drinkers  cannot  become  alcoholics 

On  a  more  positive  note,  he  finds  a 
trend  toward  parents  and  teachers 
working  together  to  help  children  under¬ 
stand  the  use  and  abuse  of  alcohol 
Clergy,  he  contends,  can  serve  a  greater 
role  in  this  problem  than  they  have.  Only 
about  one-half  of  all  clergy  have  ever 
preached  a  sermon  on  alcohol. 

•  (  on.  i  liigh  crime  rate.  As  an 
example.  Mr.  Gallup  pointed  to  the  fig¬ 
ure  of  one  in  five  teenagers  who  are  fear 
ful  of  bodily  injury  during  their  school 
hours. 

Among  reasons  for  the  crime  rate,  he 
cited  alcohol  abuse,  lack  of  parental 
interest  or  control,  a  justice  system 
which  is  unevenly  applied  and  high  youth 
unemployment.  Related  to  the  last 
reason  is  a  feeling  among  youth  that  they 
area  "drag"  on  society. 

Mr  Gallup  feels  a  “spirit  of  service"  is 
needed  for  youth.  Today,  he  said,  little  is 
expected  of  young  people  A  national 
service  program,  either  military  or  non¬ 
military,  which  has  been  proposed  to 
provide  non-college  bound  youth  with 
training  he  finds  has  been  supported  for 
three  decades  by  an  overwhelming  per¬ 
centage  of  the  population. 

•  Loss  of  confidence  in  business.  “Big 
business”  rated  lowest  in  a  survey  of 
twenty  occupations  in  the  70s.  “Big 
business.”  he  said,  “has  become  a  dirty 
word."  As  a  reason  for  the  low  esteem  in 
which  business  executives  are  held.  Mr. 
Gallup  suggested  they  are  not  well 
known  to  the  public.  Also,  he  said, 
schools  appear  to  be  turning  out  eco¬ 
nomic  illiterates  with  little  understanding 
of  labor  and  other  costs  to  business. 

Highest  on  the  list  of  occupations  were 
clergy,  doctors,  teachers,  journalists  and 
lawyers  Lowest  were  car  salesmen, 
advertising  persons,  state  office  holders, 
labor  leaders,  legislators  and  persons  in 
business. 

Ms.  Boche  is  the  editor  of  the 
Minnesota  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


The  appointment  question  was  brought 
to  the  council  after  a  two-year  conflict 
over  the  status  of  the  Rev.  Paul  Abels, 
pastor  of  Washington  Square  Church  in 
New  York  City.  In  1978.  Mr  Abels  had 
stated  he  was  a  practicing  homosexual 
and  was  asked  by  the  bishop  and  cabinet 
to  take  a  leave  of  absence  When  he 
refused,  they  recommended  he  be  placed 
on  leave,  but  both  the  board  of  ministry 
and  the  annual  conference  session  re¬ 
jected  this  solution 

Following  this,  and  since  no  charges 
had  been  filed.  Bishop  W  Ralph  Ward  Ji . 
reappointed  Mr  Abels.  The  conference 
did  not  ask  for  a  Judicial-Council  ruling 
until  June  1979  when  he  was  reappointed 
to  Washington  Square 

The  conference’s  request  for  a  decision 
cited  other  legislative  paragraphs  which 
the  Judicial  Council  said  applied  only  to 
candidates  for  the  ministry  and  not  to 
ministers  already  in  full  connection,  and 
therefore  were  not  relevant.  The 
conference  also  raised  the  question  of  the 
“Social  Principles"  statement  that  “we 
.do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  consider  this  practice 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching  ’’ 
The  council  did  not  apply  this  reference 
to  its  decision. 

The  council  also  noted  the  Discipline's 
only  other  specific  reference  to  homo¬ 
sexuality.  Par  906.13  which  bars  denom¬ 
inational  agencies  from  funding  any 
“gav"  caucus  or  group  or  otherwise 
using  such  funds  “to  promote  the  accep- . 
tance  of  homosexuality."  It  called  this  an  ! 
expression  of  General  Conference  intent  * 


Three  Decades  of 
Christian  Caring  and  Sharing 

□  A  way  for  you  or  your  church  to  designate 
where  and  how  your  gifts  will  be  used  □  A 
way  that  creates  partnerships  between  donors 
and  those  who  put  the  gifts  to  work  □  Away 
to  be  sure  that  100  percent  of  your  gift  goes 
to  a  designated  project. 


For  more  information  about 
the  30-year-old  Advance 
program  write  The  Advance 
Office.  Room  1316,  475  Riverside 
Drive.  New  York.  N  Y.  10027 


ADtmCE 


Church’s  side  of  Pacific  Homes  6 tragedy 5 
related  hy  bishop  in  newspaper  ads 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 


UM  homosexuality  stand 
unchanged,  council  stresses 
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Single 

choice  or  change?  Try  us. 
Come!  Share  with  others 
who  are  divorced,  widowed, 
or  who  are  single  by 
choice.  Discover  friends 
who  are  growing  through 
change  and  finding  fulfill¬ 
ment  in  the  single  lifestyle. 

One 

WITH 

-Another 


Church  advised  to  serve ,  utilize  single  adults 


By  FRANCES  SMITH 
United  Methodist  Communications 

Single  adults  are  a  great  untapped  resource 
the  church  cannot  afford  to  ignore  any  longer, 
maintains  James  Alan  Cobb,  a  single  adult  from 
Phoenix,  Ariz. 

“We  as  a  church  have  lost  thousands  of  United 
Methodist  young  adults  who  do  not  feel  needed  or 
wanted  and  whose  needs  are  not  understood  by 
the  church,”  Mr.  Cobb  told  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  in  Nashville  in  1975.  He  was  so  incensed  by 
the  treatment  singles  were  accorded  in  his  West 
Coast  conference  that  he  had  flown  to  Nashville 
at  his  own  expense  to  discuss  the  situation  with 
the  board. 

Who  are  these  singles  that  Mr.  Cobb  says 
United  Methodism  has  ignored?  They  are  people 
of  all  ages,  single  by  choice,  separation,  divorce 
or  death  of  a  spouse.  Today,  single  adults  com¬ 
prise  more  than  50  percent  of  the  U.S.  population 
over  18  years  of  age.  A  large  part  of  the  increase 
is  due  to  young  adults  marrying  at  a  later  age, 
doubling  of  the  divorce  rate,  and  a  higher  propor¬ 
tion  of  people  who  do  not  marry  at  all. 

“The  size  of  the  singles  group  is  increasing  be¬ 
cause  it  is  more  acceptable  to  choose  singleness 
today,"  says  Clifford  E.  Kolb,  director  of  young 
adult  education  in  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
division  of  education.  “Those  who  don’t  want  an 
in-depth  marriage  relationship  feel  they  can  say, 
‘I’m  going  to  be  single  and  be  happy  about  it.’  ’’ 

Although  no  United  Methodist  staffers  were 
available  to  look  into  Mr.  Cobb’s  charges  that  the 
church  was  not  meeting  singles’  needs,  30  single 

This  poster  is  part  of  a  mass  media  campaign 
being  tested  by  several  United  Methodist 
churches  to  encourage  single  adults  to  become 
involved  in  their  churches.  Single  adults  have 
been  called  the  “new  frontier”  for  evange¬ 
lization  and  church  membership. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PIIOTO 


adults  were  eventually  brought  together  to  air 
their  feelings  about  the  church  in  a  meeting 
arranged  by  Wayne  Lindecker,  director  of  adult 
education  in  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  and 
Louise  Weeks,  who  served  at  that  time  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Women’s  Center  at  Scarritt  College. 

Singles  express  feelings 

The  group  of  single  adults  agreed  that  singles 
generally: 

—  believe  the  church  is  geared  toward  couples 
and  the  nuclear  family ; 

—  experience  constant  pressure  that  they  are 
not  total,  fulfilled,  happy  persons  unless  they  are 
married  and/or  have  children ; 

—  feel  a  need  for  companionship,  social  "pow¬ 
wowing,"  and  “whooping  it  up" ; 

—  want  help  in  resisting  pressure  of  the 
weekend  "gotta  do  something"  syndrome; 

—  long  for  a  nurturing  community,  a  support 
group,  one-to-one  companionship,  and  affirma¬ 
tion; 

—  need  assistance  in  sorting  values  and 
determining  their  future  directions ; 

—  seek  recognition  that  single  people  are 
sexual  beings  with  needs  that  must  be  fulfilled 
legally  and  morally  ; 

—  want  to  assume  positions  of  leadership  and 
make  a  contribution  to  the  church,  but  feel  left 
out  and  uninvited. 

The  group  offered  a  wide  variety  of  sug¬ 
gestions  on  services  which  churches  could  offer 
to  singles.  These  included  discussions  on  how  to 
live  effectively  as  a  single  (how  does  a  person 
apply  Christianity  to  this  lifestyle?);  social 
activities  going  beyond  pot  suppers;  intergen- 
erational  settings  for  worship,  study  and  fellow¬ 
ship;  sensitizing  of  ministers;  and  opportunities 
to  share  personal,  intimate  problems  without 
being  sent  to  therapy.  One  person  pleaded, 
“Would  the  church  please  mention  sex  in  a  nice, 
Scriptural  way?” 

Mr.  Cobb  promised  "rich  rewards"  to  the 


general  church  if  it  aided  annual  conferences  in 
meeting  singles’  needs. 

"Single  adults  have  proved  in  many  cases  that 
they  have  more  time,  at  least  equal  talents  and 
resources  to  contribute  to  the  total  ministry  of 
the  local  church  by  serving  on  local  boards  and 
short-term  task  forces  at  local,  district  or 
conference  levels,"  he  said,  adding  singles  need 
responsibility  and  a  sense  of  being  needed  to  feel 
more  a  part  of  the  "family"  church. 

A  Single  Adult  Mass  Media  Campaign  was 
launched  in  October  to  meet  the  void  in  broad¬ 
cast  church  programming  for  single  adults,  as 
recognized  by  the  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions’  board  of  managers.  The  campaign 
involves  testing  of  UMC-supplied  radio  spots  and 
newspaper  ads  by  six  local  churches  across  the 
U  S.,  as  well  as  helping  the  churches  develop 
programming  for  the  single  adults  they  hope  to 
bring  into  the  church. 

“At  the  national  level  the  single  adult  is  not  a 
top  priority,"  Mr.  Kolb  admitted.  "We  are  not 
given  the  people  and  the  money  to  move  out  to 
assist  local  churches  to  become  inspired  and  get 
the  tools  to  do  a  better  job." 

Some  churches  already  active 

However,  some  local  churches  have  lively, 
open  groups  meeting  the  needs  of  the  singles  pop¬ 
ulation  in  their  areas. 

The  single  adult  group  at  the  9,000-member 
Highland  Park  UMC  in  Dallas,  Tex.  —  known  as 
“The  Becomers"  —  is  the  fastest-growing  group 
in  the  church.  Started  five  years  ago  by  Pro¬ 
fessor  Richard  (Dick)  Murray  of  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  it  now  has  250  members,  more  than 
half  in  the  25-35  age  group. 

In  addition  to  Sunday  morning  class,  at  least 
one  activity  is  held  each  day,  ranging  from  Bible 
study  groups  to  sports.  Members  participate  in 
"Big  Brother"  and  “Big  Sister"  programs  and 
tutor  in  public  schools.  The  class  directory  is 
entitled,  "If  You  Need  Me  Beep  Me!”  While  not 


all  members  of  the  class  are  church  members, 
the  atmosphere  of  the  group  does  help  promote 
membership,  according  to  the  Rev.  Bill  Smith, 
single  adult  minister. 

Proof  that  thousands  of  members  are  not 
required  for  a  vibrant  singles  program  is  offered 
by  Eden  UMC,  a  487-member  congregation  20 
miles  from  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Its  "Venture  II”  was 
launched  by  several  divorced  persons  and 
widows  from  various  churches.  Its  145  members 
come  from  city,  suburban  and  small  rural  com¬ 
munities  within  a  30-mile  radius. 

Widowed  get  support 

Widowed  Helping  Others  (WHO)  was  begun 
two  years  ago  at  the  First  UMC  in  Wichita,  Kan. 
by  men  and  women  whose  spouses  had  died.  Its 
300  members  come  from  surrounding  towns 
since  this  is  the  only  group  of  its  kind  in  the  area. 

Situated  in  Alabama’s  capital  city  of  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Frazer  Memorial  Church  began  a  class 
for  young  singles  when  an  apartment  complex 
was  built  across  the  street. 

"This  is  a  very  mobile  group,  so  we  seldom 
have  the  same  people  every  Sunday,"  said  the 
Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison.  "Although  average  at¬ 
tendance  is  50,  we  will  see  120  different  people  in 
a  three-week  period.  They  come  out  of  social 
need;  more  than  half  are  divorced."  In  two 
years,  35  class  members  have  joined  the  church 
each  year.  The  class  has  now  split  into  two  age 
levels. 

“The  church  has  a  great  opportunity  to  reach 
singles  if  we  are  willing  to  recapture  the  idea  of 
being  journey  walkers  with  people,"  Mr.  Kolb 
said.  "Jesus  was  willing  to  walk  a  journey  with 
the  unloved,  those  society  didn’t  identify  with. 
He  was  willing  to  say,  ‘Hey,  there’s  another 
way.’  Then  he  left  people  free  to  decide  whether 
they  would  take  the  other  way.  The  church  can 
provide  a  beautiful  supporting  work  if  we  would 
get  ourselves  prepared  to  risk  and  then  launch 
out  and  doit,"  he  concluded. 


Anti-Klan  rally  shootings  deplored; 
education  on  Klan  ‘threat’planned 

NEW  YORK  (TIMf)  —  The  lrillfna  _ a .  ... 


Results  of  church  efforts  seen 

Medicines,  food  reach  Cambodians 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  killing  of 
five  persons  during  an  anti-Klan  rally  in 
Greensboro.  N.C.,  on  Nov.  3  could  have 
been  prevented  if  federal  law  enforce¬ 
ment  agencies  had  investigated  an 
earlier  series  of  shootings  in  Decatur, 
Ala.,  allegedly  by  Klansmen.  This  is  the 
view  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  who  heads  the  South- 
ern  Christian  Leadership  Conference 
(SCLC). 

Asked  to  comment  on  the  North  Caro- 

Coalition 

statement 

unveiled 

INDIANAPOLIS  (UMC)  -  A  6.000- 
word  "backdrop"  for  stands  it  will  be 
taking  on  issues  leading  up  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  was  released  here  Nov.  2 
by  the  recently-formed  “Coalition  for  the 
Whole  Gospel.” 

The  Rev.  Michael  McIntyre,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  staff  person  for  the  coali¬ 
tion,  said  the  document  will  be  mailed  to 
all  delegates  as  well  as  to  others  within 
the  church. 

Reporters  attending  a  news  conference 
at  which  the  theological  statement  was 
unveiled  were  told  it  was  "offered  to  the 
church  for  further  reflection  and  dia¬ 
logue”  as  well  as  "background  for  devel¬ 
oping  positions  on  issues.” 

The  Rev.  Gregory  Dell,  Evanston,  Ill., 
treasurer  of  the  coalition,  said  “our  pri¬ 
mary  emphasis  has  been  to  create  a  cli¬ 
mate  for  dialogue. 

“We’re  not  presenting  an  alternative 
church  to  the  United  Methodist  Church,  " 
he  went  on.  "We  don’t  want  to  pull  the 
church  off  to  one  side  or  the  other  .  " 
Entitled  “Let  the  Church  be  the 
Church,"  the  statement  covers  such  ar¬ 
eas  as  “authority,"  “language,"  "our 
story,”  “the  trinity,”  "being  the 
church,"  and  “church  as  global.”  In¬ 
cluded  are  sections  on  the  eucharist,  wor¬ 
ship,  education,  nurture,  evangelism, 
mission  and  the  church's  place  in  the 
world  as  an  institution. 

The  statement  affirms  the  coalition's 
"faith  in  the  Wesleyan  quadrilateral  as 
set  forth  in  the  ‘Book  of  Discipline’  ’’  — 
scripture,  tradition,  human  reason  and 
experience. 

"We  believe,”  the  statement  says, 
“that  scripture  contains  the  Word  of  God 
which  is  unchanging,  but  that  our  situa¬ 
tions  change  so  that  we  ask  different 
questions.  Therefore  our  need  for  contin¬ 
ual  study  of  the  scripture  is  an  absolute 
for  the  life  of  faith.” 

The  coalition  expects  to  issue  a  number 
of  position  papers  on  specific  issues  be¬ 
tween  now  and  General  Conference 
which  they  believe  “will  help  spell  out 
the  choices  and  commitments  needed  of 
us  as  we  begin  the  last  two  decades  of 
this  century." 

In  response  to  a  reporter's  question, 
Mr.  McIntyre  said  the  coalition  has 
raised  about  $13,000  of  its  anticipated 
budget  of  $25,000  for  the  year  ending  next 
April.  The  money  has  come  mainly  from 
individual  contributions. 


lina  murders.  Dr.  Lowery  told  United 
Methodist  Communications:  "We  de¬ 
plore  them  and  we  have  once  again 
called  on  the  Carter  Administration  to 
heed  our  cry  for  an  offensive  by  the  Jus¬ 
tice  Department  and  the  FBI  against  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan.  We  first  issued  that  call 
following  the  May  26  march  in  Decatur  in 
which  three  young  black  people  were 
shot.  I  was  almost  killed  and  an  attempt 
was  made  to  kill  my  wife. 

“A  bystander  who  shot  a  Klansman 
has  been  arrested,”  he  reported,  "but  not 
a  single  Klansman.” 

No  ‘vacuum’ 

“The  Klan  does  not  exist  in  a  vacuum," 
Dr.  Lowery  said.  “It  exists  in  an  environ¬ 
ment  that  tolerates  or  encourages  Klan 
activity.  We  believe  the  Klan  was  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  failure  of  law  enforce¬ 
ment  agencies  and  by  the  silence  of  the 
leadership  of  the  white  community." 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Robert  M. 
Blackburn,  leader  of  the  Raleigh  Area, 
said  he  and  other  religious  leaders  made 
a  statement  to  the  media  deploring  the 
action  of  "both  extremist  groups.  The  ex¬ 
pressed  purpose  of  the  demonstration  on 
Nov.  3  was  an  angry  protest  against  the 
Klan.  This  got  a  response.  One  triggered 
the  other. 

“We  are  greatly  embarrassed  this  hap¬ 
pened  in  1979  when  progress  had  been 
made  in  civil  rights,”  he  continued.  “It 
does  not  represent  the  spirit  of  this  fine 
state.”  According  to  the  bishop,  nearly 
all  of  the  12  persons  arrested  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  murders  "either  have 
prison  records,  are  the  products  of 
broken  homes  or  are  second  generation 
Klansmen.  None  has  any  stature  in  the 
community.  They  represent  a  small  mi- 
minority  of  the  people."  He  also  express- 
surprise  that  a  Communist  group  was  so 
active  in  Durham.  (The  Nov.  3  demon¬ 
stration  was  conducted  by  the  Communist 
Workers  Party  formerly  known  as  Work¬ 
ers  Viewpoint  Organization. ) 

“I  personally  deplore  the  actions  of 
both  groups,"  he  concluded. 

“We  are  contemplating  filing  suits 
against  the  Klan  where  they  attack  citi¬ 
zens,"  Dr.  Lowery  stated.  “We  may  plan 
a  North  Carolina  protest  at  a  subsequent 
date.” 

In  New  York  City,  the  Rev.  Negail  R. 


Riley,  president  of  the  Interreligious 
Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
( IFCO )  and  a  staff  member  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries'  National 
Division,  announced  plans  for  a  Dec.  14- 
15  strategy  meeting  in  Atlanta.  Its  pur¬ 
pose  will  be  to  plan  for  a  broad-based 
effort  to  educate  church  and  community 
leaders  on  the  new  threat  of  the  KKK, 
and  to  develop  a  national  network  of 
people  who  will  move  into  any  city  where 
Klan  activity  surfaces. 

At  an  IFCO  press  conference  Nov.  7, 
Dr.  Riley  said  several  agencies  have 
agreed  to  co-sponsor  the  meeting,  in¬ 
cluding  SCLC,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Church  and  Socie¬ 
ty,  the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights 
and  the  National  Conference  of  Black 
Lawyers. 

Individual  sponsors  include  Georgia 
Senator  Julian  Bond,  Congressman  John 
Conyers  (D.-Mich)  and  Dr.  Randolph 
Nugent,  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Critical  time 

"This  is  a  critical  time,  not  only  be¬ 
cause  of  the  five  brutal  murders  in 
Greensboro  but  because  the  KKK  is  on 
the  increase  nationally  —  organizing  in 
schools  and  colleges,  police  depart¬ 
ments,  prison  guard  systems  and  the  mil¬ 
itary,  in  the  North  as  well  as  in  the  South. 

"We  don’t  want  the  FBI  to  use  the  Klan 
activity  as  an  excuse  to  kill  off  those  who 
are  developing  anti-Klan  movements. 
We  don’t  want  the  added  threat  of  our 
homes  burned,  our  men  hanged  or  chil¬ 
dren  firebombed.  We  can  respond 
constructively  by  developing  a  working 
strategy  to  halt  Klan  activity  not  only  in 
Mississippi  or  North  Carolina  but  in  Long 
Island,  Buffalo,.  California  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts.” 

Lucius  Walker,  executive  director  of 
IFCO,  reported  his  organization  had  sent 
demonstrators  to  Dallas,  Texas,  last 
weekend.  In  contrast  to  the  50  Klansmen 
who  marched  there,  he  said,  1,500  to  2,000 
people  participated  in  the  anti-Klan  dem¬ 
onstration.  The  latter  was  a  “broad- 
based  response  by  a  well-organized  coali¬ 
tion,”  Mr.  Walker  stated.  The  Klan  was 
so  impressed  it  moved  along  at  a  swift 
pace  and  dispersed,  he  said. 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  A  church-spon¬ 
sored  planeload  of  medical  supplies  and 
a  barge  loaded  with  1,300  tons  of  food  and 
other  items  have  reached  Cambodia.  The 
medicines  are  now  being  distributed  to 
malaria-ridden  Cambodians,  and  the 
barge  was  unloaded  on  Nov.  12  in  Kom- 
pong  Som  harbor  and  food  should  now  be 
on  its  way  to  destitute  people. 

The  plane  and  shiploads  are  the  first 
visible  results  of  an  appeal  launched  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  in  Gene¬ 
va,  Switzerland.  Helping  to  pay  for  the 
supplies  w^s  $200,000  sent  by  Church 
World  Service,  the  relief  arm  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  U.  S.  A. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  ( UMCOR )  has  appealed  for  $2  mil¬ 
lion  as  part  of  the  international  church 
effort. 

On  the  first  plane  was  the  Rev.  Jean- 
Louis  Clauvaud,  who  will  oversee  recep¬ 
tion,  supervision  and  distribution  of  the 

$  1 00  million  gift 
given  to  Emory 

ATLANTA  (UMC)  —  Three  million 
shares  of  Coca-Cola  stock  valued  at  more 
than  $100  million  was  presented  to  United 
Methodism’s  Emory  University  here  on 
Nov.  8.  The  stock  was  the  gift  of  Robert 
W.  Woodruff,  90,  retired  chairman  of  the 
soft  drink  company. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  this 
is  believed  to  be  the  largest  single  dona¬ 
tion  in  the  history  of  American  philan¬ 
thropy. 

As  of  today,  Emory  is  the  South’s  rich¬ 
est  private  university  with  an  endow¬ 
ment  of  $270  million,  of  which  $210  mil¬ 
lion  came  from  Mr.  Woodruff. 

The  Rev.  James  Laney,  Emory  presi¬ 
dent,  said  Mr.  Woodruff’s  gift  would  give 
the  school  “the  capacity  to  emerge  as 
one  of  the  principal  institutions  of  higher 
learning  in  the  U.S.  in  the  next  decade." 
The  Atlanta  school  has  8,000  students, 
many  from  Eastern  and  Mid-Atlantic 
states. 

Emory’s  fortunes  have  been  linked  to 
those  of  Coca-Cola  since  1914.  In  that 
year  Asa  Candler,  the  original  popular- 
izer  of  the  soft  drink,  gave  $1  million  and 
a  piece  of  land  in  Atlanta  which  sub¬ 
sequently  became  the  campus  of  Emory 
University. 


food  and  equipment,  and  Dr.  Stuart 
Kingma,  M.D.,  of  the  Christian  Medical 
Commission,  to  oversee  installation  of 
specialized  medical  equipment  on  board 
the  charter. 

Church  World  Service  is  putting  to¬ 
gether  its  own  shipload  of  supplies,  which 
will  leave  Singapore  as  soon  as  a  ship  can 
be  found,  according  to  CWS  Southeast 
Asia  director  Kirk  Alliman,  who  phoned 
Nov.  12  from  Bangkok.  It  will  contain  800 
tons  of  rice,  1,500  tons  of  cooking  oil,  40 
tons  of  canned  mackerel,  10  tons  whole 
milk,  1,000  tons  salt,  and  2,000  fishing  nets 
as  well  as  thousands  of  plastic  rice  bowls 
and  5,000  cooking  pots.  Total  value  of  the 
shipment  will  be  $470,000. 

Mr.  Alliman  reported  that  U.  S.  Con¬ 
gresswoman  Elizabeth  Holtzman  and  five 
other  congresswomen  had  conferred 
with  Cambodian  Foreign  Minister  Hun 
Fen  and  obtained  important  concessions 
on  relief  operations. 


The  Cambodian  official  promised  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  aid  sent  into  the  country,  to  ac¬ 
cept  as  many  air  flights  as  can  land  at 
Phnom  Penh  and  consider  using  regional 
airfields,  move  all  incoming  produce  out 
of  warehouses  within  two  or  three  days, 
give  serious  consideration  to  barges  and 
truck  convoys,  and  consider  increased 
international  relief  personnel  in  the  coun¬ 
try. 

A  communique  received  by  Church 
World  Service  notes  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  has  accepted  full  responsibility 
for  the  rehabilitation  of  two  pharmaceu¬ 
tical  production  laboratories  and  one 
factory  producing  gauze,  cotton  wool, 
compresses  and  mosquito  netting. 

UMCOR,  in  making  its  church-wide  ap¬ 
peal  for  $2  million,  asj^ed  that  each 
United  Methodist  church  take  a  special 
Cambodia  Relief  Offering  on  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Sunday,  Nov.  18,  or  a  Sunday  prior  to 
Christmas. 


National  Council  of  Churches  approves  Mideast 
mission,  criminal  justice  policy,  study  of  purpose 


Classified 


VISITING  SANTA  FE  N  M  (luring  Christmas 
season”*  SI  John's  United  .Methodist  Chureh  invites 
you  to  worship  with  us  JR  Sharp.  Pastor 


TRAVEL  THE  HOLY  LAND  and  Rome  with  Rev 
and  Mrs  Dale  Elzie.  Feh  IB-27  I960  Free  brochure 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  9025  49  St..  Pinellas 
Park.  FLTWSS 


LAY  ASSISTANT  -  Evangelism  shepherding 
group  life,  youth  Challenging  opportunity  for 
ministry  in  vital  and  alive  church  Negotiable  salary 
housing  family  medical  insurance,  vacation 
benefits  .Send  resume  and  references  to  Rev 
Ronald  A  Houk.  First  United  Methodist  Church  fino 
S  Main  St  .  Eaton  Rapids.  MI  48827 


NEW  YORK  —  The  governing  board  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  has 
launched  a  year-long  re-examination  of 
its  purpose,  adopted  a  new  policy  state¬ 
ment  on  criminal  justice  and  approved  a 
fact-finding  mission  to  the  Middle  East 
as  part  of  the  development  of  new  NCC 
policy  in  that  area. 

The  266-member  board,  representing 
32  Protestant  and  Orthodox  communions 
whose  members  number  more  than  40 
million,  meets  every  six  months  to  set 
policy  for  the  council. 

The  most  controversial  item  before  the 
board  at  its  Nov.  8-10  meeting  was  a 
resolution  criticizing  Israel  for  human 
rights  violations.  Introduced  by  the  small 
Antiochian  Orthodox  Christian  Arch¬ 
diocese  of  North  America,  many  of 
whose  members  trace  their  roots  to 
Syria,  Jordan  and  Lebanon,  the  resolu¬ 
tion  called  for  the  suspension  of  U.S.  aid 
to  Israel. 

At  the  recommendation  of  a  special 
panel  of  NCC  leaders  created  earlier  to 
deal  with  Middle  East  issues,  the  board 
voted  instead  to  consider  the  issues 
raised  by  the  Antiochian  Archdiocese  as 
part  of  a  six-month  period  of  intensive 
study  leading  to  the  development  of  a 


new  Middle  East  policy. 

That  process,  designed  to  produce  a 
document  for  a  first  reading  by  the  board 
in  May  1980,  will  include  a  fact-finding 
trip  to  the  Middle  East  by  the  special 
panel.  Open  hearings  will  also  be  held  in 
this  country  to  solicit  input  from  any 
interested  groups,  as  well  as  informal 
meetings  with  Jewish  leaders,  Arab 
Christians  and  others. 

Present  NCC  policy,  which  dates  from 
1969,  affirms  both  Israel’s  right  to  secure 
borders  and  the  Palestinians’  right  to 
self-determination  and  a  national  entity. 

While  debate  on  the  Middle  East  ques¬ 
tion  was  amicable  and  brief,  the  board 
spent  the  better  part  of  a  day  on  a  lengthy 
policy  statement  titled  “Challenges  to 
the  Injustice  of  the  Criminal  Justice 
System:  A  Christian  Call  to 
Responsibility.” 

Arguing  that  the  present  system  may 
do  more  to  perpetuate  violence  and  dis¬ 
respect  for  law  than  to  halt  it,  the  22-page 
document  advocates  sweeping  changes 
in  the  way  the  U.S.  deals  with  crime. 

Incarceration  should  be  minimized,  it 
argues,  while  alternatives  such  as  fines, 
mandatory  community  service  and  resti¬ 
tution  to  victims  should  be  used  more 
widely.  Criminal  codes  and  certain  ac¬ 


tions  that  do  not  injure  another  person 
should  be  decriminalized. 

The  most  heated  debate  came  over  the 
theological  underpinnings  of  the  paper. 
Though  supporting  many  of  the  reforms 
outlined,  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Amer¬ 
ica  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  delete 
the  entire  theological  section,  objecting 
that  it  was  based  on  a  Reformed  or  Cal¬ 
vinist  theological  supposition  that  was 
incompatible  with  Lutheran  doctrine. 

Earlier  in  the  meeting  the  board  had 
adopted  a  framework  for  the  1979-81 
period  that  stressed  the  need  to  more 
clearly  articulate  the  biblical  and  theo¬ 
logical  basis  of  the  council’s  work. 

In  a  related  action,  the  board  voted  to 
transmit  several  documents  on  ecumeni¬ 
cal  commitment  to  the  NCC’s  member 
communions  for  in-depth  discussion  over 
the  next  year.  One  of  those  proposes  that 
the  constitution  be  changed  to  define  the 
NCC  as  a  “communion  of  churches” 
rather  than  the  present  “cooperating 
agency  of  Christian  communions.  ” 

That  language,  along  with  two  other 
papers  calling  the  denominations  to 
make  ecumenism  a  more  central  part  of 
their  work,  will  be  discussed  by  the  de¬ 
nominations  and  brought  back  to  the 
board  in  November  1980. 


ne.tnore 


thankful  for 


•  your  response  to  the  Student  Day  Offering,  1979. 


Because  of  you  and  your  church's  support,  hundreds  of 
families  were  helped  in  sending  their  children  to  college 
this  fall. 

And  each  year  as  they  graduate  and  begin  to  repay  their 
loans  1 98",,  doll,  their  repayment  will  help  other  families  to 
send  their  children  next  year  and  the  years  after  that.  That’s 
the  way  it's  been  working  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
for  more  than  100  years.  People  in  all  kinds  of  occupations 
have  benefitted.  Not  only  pastors,  teachers,  missionaries 
and  social  workers,  but  also  physicians,  lawyers,  business 
people  and  many  others. 

It's  only  one  of  the  ways  the  United  Methodist  Church 
reaches  out  to  help  people . . .  one  more  thing  to  be  thankful 
for. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Dr.  Esther  Edwards 
Student  Day  Offering 
P.O.  Box  87 1 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 
(6151  327-2700 
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1000  Club:  2nd  Call 

DULAC/EROS  CHURCHES  SHARE 


CECIL  BLAND  —  The  Second  Call  of  the  La.  Conf.  1000 
Club  goes  out  on  December  1st  to  raise  $20,000  to  help 
two  deserving  churches;  Clanton  Chapel  UMC  in  Dulac  and 
Eros  UMC.  At  opposite  ends  of  the  conference,  Dulac  is  in 
the  New  Orleans-Houma  District  and  Eros,  in  the  Ruston 
District. 

The  Dulac  church  was  organized  in  1932  as  a  mission  to 
Native  American  Indian  tribes  in  South  Louisiana  in  the 
Dulac/Grand  Caillou  area.  Since  that  time,  even  though  the 
community  served  by  the  church  has  grown,  only  the  original 
Chapel  has  been  available  for  services. 

There  has  never  been  an  ongoing  church  school  program, 
even  though  there  were  300  children  in  Vacation  Bible 
School  this  past  summer.  The  church  over  the  years  has  been 
little  more  than  an  extension  of  the  Dulac  Community  Center, 


a  project  related  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  But  things  are  changing. 

In  the  past  3  years,  a  real  sense  of  what 
it  means  to  be  a  local  United  Methodist 
congregation  has  begun  to  grow,  re¬ 
ports  Pastor  Spiller  Milton.  The  admin¬ 
istrative  board  is  functioning,  UMW 
has  been  organized  and  is  at  work,  a 
church  school  has  been  oganized,  and 
funds  have  been  raised  to  completely 
renovate  the  old  chapel  building 

In  the  past  year,  the  former 
Presbyterian  Church  building  at  Port 
Sulphur  was  purchased  and  has  now  been 
moved  to  the  church  site.  Plans  are 


complete  to  add  a  modern  kitchen, 
restroom  facilities  with  showers,  central 
air  conditioning,  and  furnishings  The 
$10,000  from  the  1000  Club  2nd  Call  w  ill  go 
for  these  items.  And  even  more  projects 
are  in  the  works. 

To  finish  the  job.  to  bring  these  plans  to 
fruition,  the  help  of  the  1000  Club  is 
needed,  which  means  all  of  us.  As  Rev. 
Milton  says,  "not  only  does  this  Call 
assure  the  finances  needed,  but  also,  it 
would  say  to  the  people  of  Dulac. 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  are  behind 
them  to  make  Louisiana  United 
Methodism  an  alive,  viable  force  for 


good  in  this  community." 

Far  to  the  North  in  the  Ruston  District, 
the  Eros  UMC  congregation  is  united 
behind  Rev.  Jack  Shaw  to  bring  reality  to 
their  dreams  of  a  new  church  plant 
The  old  building  has  deteriorated  to  the 
point  that  repair  and  renovation  cost 
compare  too  closely  with  a  cost  of  a 
newer,  smaller,  more  modem  and  more 
easily  maintained  building.  The 
congregation  has  raised  about  $20,000  to 
get  the  program  started 
The  Eros  Church  is  active  in  both 
worship  service  attendance  'two 
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100%  of  men1b«£Son  rWIC  ev/rv  Sunday 
service,  and  almostN^ go<w  a  total  in 
church  school.  The  chumHfas  faithfully 
supported  the  1000  Club  over  the  years. 

So,  both  Eros  and  Dulac  are  active, 
growing  church  communities  Now.  it  is 
up  to  us  to  help  these  fellow  United 
Methodists  build  their  church  plants  to  be 
better  centers  of  worship  in  their  areas 
The  1000  Club  helps  all  of  us:  so  all  of  us 
have  the  opportunity  to  help' 
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Around 

JENA  -  The  Community 
Thanksgiving  Service  was  held  at  Nollev 
Memorial  UMC  Rev.  James  Adams  was 
the  speaker;  the  Sanctuary  Choir  from 
the  First  Baptist  Church  brought  special 
music:  and  other  ministers  of  the 
community  helped  in  the  service. 

SULPHUR  —  The  Community 
Thanksgiving  Service  was  held  at 
Henning  Memorial  UMC  on  Wednesday 
evening  before  Thanksgiving  There  was 
a  fellow'ship  hour  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Men  following  the 
service.  The  Henning  people  go  a  little 
further,  though:  they  serve 
Thanksgiving  dinner  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall.  This  is  to  make  possible  a  joyful 
occasion  for  those  yho  otherwise  would 
eat  Thanksgiving  dinner  alone 

MANDEVILLE  -  The  Community 
Wide  Thanksgiving  Service  w’as  held  at 
St  Timothv-on-the-North  Shore.  Rev. 
Richard  Short.  New  Covenant 
Presbyterian  Church,  delivered  the 
message:  Rev  Jerry  Poston  and  the 
choir  from  First  Baptist  Church  hrough 
special  music:  Rev.  George  Wilson  of  the 
newly  formed  Christian  Church  led  the 
prayer;  and  Rev.  Leo  Edgerson,  First 
Free  Mission  Baptist  Church  and  Rev 
Don  McDowell  assisted  with  the  service. 

ARCADIA  —  We  received  a  clipping 
from  the  newspaper  and  the  picture 
would  not  print:  but  the  cut-line  said  the 
First  UMC  honored  Parish  retired 
ministers  with  a  dinner  in  the  church’s 


First  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  had  a  renewal  series.  Guest 
minister  was  Rev.  James  Moore,  Ass.  Pastor  of  Shreveport 
First  UMC,  and  Ralph  Newell,  of  Baton  Rouge,  was  soloist. 
Pictured  above.  1.  to  r.,  are  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway.  Sr. 
minister  of  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  Dale  Nunnally,  Chm. 
of  the  Work  Area  on  Evangelism,  Rev.  James  Moore,  Ralph 
Newell,  and  Rev.  Hugh  Warren,  Ass’t.  minister  of  First  UMC, 
Lake  Charles. 


The  Conference 


Fellowship  Hall.  Honored  on  the  occasion 
was  Rev.  George  York.  44  years  in 
ministry:  Rev.  James  Jones.  52  years: 
and  Rev,  Karl  Tooke.  50  years.  We  are 
sorry  that  the  picture  would  not  print 
hecause\George  York  looked  as  though 
he  were  praying  and  we  should  have 
liked  for  you  to  have  seen  that! 

SHREVEPORT  —  We  received  the 
most  delicious  advertisement  for  a 
•  Country  Store"  from  iLakeview  UMC 
We  mean,  "real”  South  Louisiana 
eumho.  chili,  hot  dogs,  homemade 
cakes,  pie  and  soft  drinks  —  see  what  we 
mean’  It  spoke  of  tables  of  handmade 
and  handcrafted  articles,  lovely  plants, 
stuffed  animals.  Christmas  ornaments, 
white  elephants,  and  rag  dolls  being  for 
sale  You  can  tell  those  folks  have  been 
around  country  stores. 

RATON  ROUGE  —  Four  campus 
ministers  have  been  named  recipients  of 
the  annual  James  C.  Baker  Graduate 
Awards  for  advance  studies  during  1979- 
1980.  The  Rev.  William  M.  Finnin.  Jr.,  a 
Candidate  for  the  Doctor  of  Theology 
degree  at  II iff  School  of  Theology. 
Denver.  Colorado,  is  one  of  the  four  The 
awards  honor  the  late  Bishop  James  C 
Baker  who  organized  the  first  Weslex* 
Foundation  at  the  University  of  Illinois, 
in  1913  Funds  for  the  scholarship  come 
from  the  annual  United  Methodist 
Student  Day  Offering  taken  in  local 
churches  during  June.  The  names  of 
ministers  receiving  the  awards  were 


announced  by  the  Rev  Esther  Edwards, 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  Ministry,  which 
administers  the  church's  program  of 
student  loans  and  scholarships. 

NEW  IBERIA  -  The  UMY  of  First 
UMC.  under  the  leadership  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Donald  Stockstill.  Youth 
Coordinators,  held  a  Halloween  Carnival 
for  all  the  elementary  children  of  the 
church.  Included  were  games,  costuming 
judging,  spook  house,  and  refreshments 

HAMMOND  —  An  Advent  Workshop, 
sponsored  hv  the  Council  on  Ministries, 
was  held  recently.  Purpose  of  the 
workshop  was  to  encourage  individual 
families  to  prepare  for  Advent 
celebration:  Chrismons  for  trees: 
Advent  calendars,  how  to  make  Advent 
wreaths:  block  printing,  etc  The 
workshop  was  climaxed  with  a  time  of 
singing  and  a  l/>ve  Feast  celebration. 

RULING  -  The  United  Methodist  Men 
had  a  "Ladies  Night"  in  November, 
beginning  with  a  covered  dish  supper 
Ruddy  Stall,  "noted  historian."  gave  a 
brief  summon'  of  the  history  of  that 
region 

LAFAYETTE  -  The  United  Methodist 
Men  of  Davidson  Memorial  UMC  heard 
the  Rev  John  Downs.  Centenary  UMC. 
Rnvne.  in  their  November  meeting 

RLANCHARD  -  Mr.  Ken  Ward. 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  spoke  to  the 
congregation  in  November 


Top  picture:  Clanton  Chapel.  Bottom: 
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Eros. 


Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Jennings,  led  the 
Hodge  UMC  in  Four  Great 
Nights  for  God.  According  to 
the  pastor  Rev.  Doug  Foreman, 
the  nightly  evangelistic 
services  were  times  of  re¬ 
membrance  and  rededication. 
Mr.  Pyles  shared  his  memories 
of  growing  up  in  Hodge  and  of 
the  church  of  his  childhood.  The 
informal  noon  luncheons  were 
times  of  hoping  and  dreaming 
as  Mr.  Pyles  explained  some  of 
the  new  and  exciting  disciple- 
ship  programs  available  to  the 
church  today.  Shown  at  right. 
Buck  Hathaway.  Delton  Hearn. 
Doug  Foreman,  and  James 
Woods. 
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Children  and  teachers  of  First  UMC,  Lafayette,  celebrated 
Halloween  with  a  party  and  contributions  for  UNICEF, 
totaling  nearly  $100.  Kay  Riedel,  director  of  the  mid-week 
program  called  Good  News  Club,  dressed  as  a  UNICEF 
collection  carton  for  the  occasion.  Shown  in  the  picture  ( 1 .  to 
r..  bottom  row)  Cathy  Heath  and  Jerrie  Rainey,  (top  row) 
Darlene  Ashley.  Linda  Ferguson.  Sandra  Porter,  Billy 
Voorhies.  Bonnie  Wolfe  (witch),  Vonna  Pinney  and  Kathy 
Freshwater. 


The  annual  stewardship  month  at  Mt.  Zion,  Clinton,  was 
climaxed  by  a  Baby  Contest.  Shown  in  the  picture  above  are 
some  of  the  fine  contestants  in  the  program. 


Rev  Berl  Scott.  Associate  Director  of 
the  Centenary  College  Church  Careers 
Program,  has  been  active  in  many 
weekend  church  retreats  in  Louisiana 
and  other  states  He  designed  a  special 
program  called  "Chrysalis"  which  is  a 
full  weekend  event  combining  music, 
preaching,  worship,  personal 
nefleclioo.  and  ..group  interaction  He 
brings  with  him  one  or  two  student 
musicians  who  help  in  the  youth  groups 
He  recently  directed  a  national  retreat 
for  the  US  Army  Board  of  Chaplains, 
helping  them  develop  religious 
programs  for  military  installations 
throughout  the  country.  Bert  is  an 
ordained  minister  and  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
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Family  Priority  To 


Dr  Marian  Wood.  Marriage  and 
Family  Counselor  from  Baton  Rouge, 
will  lead  the  CCOM  as  it  considers  the 
1981  Conference  Priority.  "The  Christian 
Family.”  when  it  convenes  in  Baton 
Rouge  tonight. 

Dr  Wood  has  done  workshops  in 
Gestalt  Therapy.  Masters  and  Johnson. 
Family  and  Group  Therapy. 
Psycodrama.  Transactional  Analysis. 
Parent  Effectiveness  Training!  and 
Couples  Communications  Training. 

She  has  been  married  for  26  years  and 
has  three  children:  one.  a  teacher  in 
Wisconsin?  one  in  fashion  design  in  New 
York:  and  oru*  at-. the  Magnet  School. in 
Baton  Rouge  *  She  says  the  latter  is  much 
involved  in  track,  and  runs  15  miles 
every  day. 

Active  with  the  Baton  Rouge  Little 
Theater  for  25  years,  both  on  stage  and 
backstage.  Mrs.  Wood  won  the  best 
supporting  actress  award  a  couple  of 
years  ago.  She  currently  serves  on  the 
Roard  of  Directors  of  the  Little  Theater. 

When  the  Council  considers  the  new 
priority.  Dr  Wood  will  speak  on  the 
different  types  of  families  found  in 
present-day  society. 


CHURCH  HISTORY  WORKSHOP  —  Dr.  John  Ness 
(center),  executive  secretary  of  the  Gen.  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  talks  with  Mrs.  Norma  Winegeart  of 
Alexandria  and  Rev.  George  Calvin  of  Baton  Rouge,  during  a 
break  in  the  Church  History  Workshop,  held  at  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  conf.  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History.  Rev.  James  E.  ChjMstje  _js 
chairman. 


Egypt  Offered  wuh  [y^},  nome  Children  Feted 


1980  Educ.  Tour 

A  now  travel  program,  made  possible 
bv  the  Egvpt-Israel  peace,  will  be  a 
feature  of  Educational  Opportunities' 
fifth  annual  convention  in  the  Holy  I^and. 
according  to  faculty  coordinator  Bishop 
James  Henley. 

The  Januarv-February  1980  travel- 
study  programs  will  offer  accomodations 
in  the  new  and  deluxe  Sheraton  Hotel  in 
Cairo,  visits  to  Karnak.  Luxor.  Thebes. 
Valley  of  Kings,  and  the  tomb  of  King 
Tutankhamen.  Following  a  direct  flight 
to  Tel  Aviv,  the  comprehensive  touring  of 
Israel  begins,  with  accomodations  in 
Jerusalem  and  Netanva. 

An  all-Israel  program  will  also  be 
offered  as  in  years  past.  Graduate 
seminary  credit  is  available  for  clergy 
participants,  and  the  cost  is  tax- 
deductible  to  qualifying  laity  and 
ministers. 

Both  programs  offer  departures  from 
Dallas  on  January  15.  and  Atlanta  on 
February  19  and  February  26th.  as  well 
as  from  5  other  cities 

For  full  details,  write  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  coordinator:  Rev.  James 
Christie.  1200  Du  bach  St..  Ruston  71270. 


The  Wesley  Foundation  of  Northeast 
Louisiana  University  treated  sixteen 
students  from  the  Methodist  Children's 
Home  in  Ruston  to  a  cookout,  a  North¬ 
east  Louisiana  University  football  game 
and  a  dance. 

The  high -school -age  students  arrived 
in  Monroe  about  5:30  and  met  several 
Wesley  college  students.  They  cooked 
hamburgers  and  had  supper  at  the 
Wesley  Foundation 

After  supper,  they  all  went' to  the 
football  game.  'Rev  Jim  Wilson  says. 
"Though  the  home  team  lost,  everyone 
seemed  to  have  a  good  time." 

The  dance  topped  the  evening  as  both 
college  and  high  school  students  danced 
to  records  and  to-  the  radio  when  it  had 
"better  songs"  to  dance  to. 

Though  the  ages  of  the  students  in 
college  and  high  school  differed  by 
several  years  in  some  cases,  everyone 


seemed  to  get  together  and  relate  with 
each  other  enough  to  have  a  meaningful 
experience.  The  students  expressed  an 
interest  in  having  more  fellowships  of 
this  nature  in  the  future 
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Overseas  mission  is  in  commitment  crisis 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


NOVEMBER  30,  1979 


Drastic  changes  are  needed  in  the  com¬ 
mitment  of  American  United  Methodists 
to  mission  work  overseas.  Bishop  Bennie 
D.  Warner  of  Liberia  said  in  a  recent  in¬ 
terview  (see  TM/UMR,  Nov.  23).  Dis¬ 
agreeing  with  the  oft-repeated  claim  that 
his  native  Africa  will  be  “the  center  of 
Christianity  by  the  year  2000,”  Bishop 
Warner  said  evangelism  is  not  adequate¬ 
ly  taking  place  there.  He  said  Africans 
are  unable  to  do  the  job  alone  and  that 
American  United  Methodism  seems  to 
have  lost  its  commitment  to  help. 

Rarely  has  the  situation  our  denomina¬ 
tion  faces  in  mission  outreach  —  not  only 
in  Africa,  but  worldwide  —  been  stated  so 
succinctly. 

Regardless  of  what  “shell  games”  we 
might  play  with  statistics,  we  cannot  es¬ 
cape  the  fact  that  our  denomination's 
overseas  mission  enterprise  has  been  in 
a  ten-year  decline  and  shows  no  indica¬ 
tion  of  “bottoming  out.” 

The  decline  we  are  undergoing  has  al¬ 
ternately  been  explained  by  mission  offi¬ 
cials  in  terms  of  (1)  finances,  and 
(2)  changing  mission  needs  abroad. 

On  the  financial  side,  it  has  been 
pointed  out  that  while  allocations  for 
world  mission  have  increased  slightly 
each  of  the  past  ten  years,  the  increases 
have  not  kept  abreast  of  either  inflation 
or  increased  financial  demands  brought 
on  by  the  declining  value  of  American 
dollars  abroad. 

Concerning  changing  needs  abroad, 
some  mission  officials  have  claimed  the 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


American  missionary  presence  overseas 
has  decreased  in  direct  proportion  to  re¬ 
quests  for  personnel.  Use  of  more  nation¬ 
al  workers  overseas  and  more  self-suffi¬ 
ciency  on  the  part  of  sister  churches 
overseas  resulted  in  the  need  for  fewer 
American  missionaries  abroad,  they 
have  said.  Therefore,  in  ten  years  the 
UMC’s  overseas  force  of  American  mis¬ 
sionaries  has  declined  from  more  than 
1,200  to  fewer  than  650  persons. 

While  each  of  these  arguments  has 
some  validity,  neither  is  sufficient  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  current  state  of  our  mission  out¬ 
reach  effort  —  a  state  which  can  only  be 
accurately  described  as  one  of  retrench¬ 
ment. 

For  while  the  decline  is  certainly  re¬ 
flected  in  our  budget  ledgers,  the  root 
cause  is  not  financial.  United  Methodists 
placed  a  record  $1.3  billion  in  the 
church’s  collection  plates  last  year.  Mon¬ 
ey  can  be  raised  and  is  being  raised  for 
those  concerns  which  we  deem  impor¬ 
tant. 

And  while  the  mood  of  some  overseas 
churches  may  be  anti-American  mission¬ 
ary,  that  mood  is  far  from  universal.  As 
long  as  Bishop  Warner  and  other  over¬ 
seas  church  leaders  can  complain  —  as 
they  have  with  increasing  frequency  in 
recent  years  —  that  they  need  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  can’t  get  them,  we  cannot 
legitimately  explain  the  retrenchment  in 
our  church’s  missionary  enterprise  by 
saying  “we’re  no  longer  needed  or  want¬ 
ed.” 


It  is  time  that  we  face  the  fact  as  a 
church  that  the  crisis  is  primarily  a  cri¬ 
sis  of  commitment.  And  we  believe  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  must  begin  now  to  bring 
about  the  changes  Bishop  Warner  and 
others  have  called  for. 

We  urge  delegates  to  the  1980  General 
Conference  of  our  denomination  to  take  a 
sober  look  at  the  direction  in  which  our 
world  mission  effort  has  been  going  and 
to  ask  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  to  redirect  some  of  its  efforts  so  as 
to  turn  our  present  “decline”  into  an  “ad¬ 
vance.” 

Minimally,  we  believe,  ways  must  be 
found:  (1)  to  remove  overseas  mission 
outreach  from  “the  back  burner”  and 
again  make  it  a  “top  priority"  of  our 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  but 
without  repeating  the  mistakes  of  past 
missionary  efforts;  (2)  to  challenge  lo¬ 
cal  churches  to  provide  the  financial  sup¬ 
port  necessary  to  expand  our  current 
mission  outreach  efforts;  and  (3)  to  give 
rank  and  file  church  members  a  feeling 
of  greater  involvement  in  overseas  mis¬ 
sion  through  more  personal  contact  with 
missionaries  and  national  workers  “in 
the  field.” 

Mission  is  not  properly  an  optional  ac¬ 
tivity  for  those  who  follow  the  One  who 
said:  “Go  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  whole  creation.”  If  we 
are  to  respond  faithfully  to  this 
commission,  it  is  time  we  stop  lamenting 
our  retrenchment  and  begin  developing 
concrete,  high  priority  efforts  to  expand 
our  church’s  overseas  mission  outreach. 


We  need  to  be  fair  with  pastors 
about  salary,  pension,  housing 


By  BEN  T.  WELCH 

Three  issues  have  been  raised  recently 
in  regard  to  the  support  of  pastors  of  the 
UMC. 

First,  the  salary  a  pastor  receives.  The 
General  Board  of  Pensions  figures  the 
average  salary  of  pastors  of  an  annual 
conference  as  the  cash  income  of  the  pas¬ 
tors  plus  20  percent  to  indicate  the  value 
of  a  parsonage  being  provided  by  the  lo¬ 
cal  church. 

I  have  often  heard  it  said  that  an  aver¬ 
age  family  ought  to  spend  no  more  than 
20%  of  its  income  on  housing.  Therefore, 
on  the  surface,  this  20%  added  to  cash 
benefits  of  pastors  to  determine  average 
income  seems  realistic. 

The  problem  lies  in  the  fact  that  the 
pastor  is  unable  to  accrue  equity  in  a 
home  and  thus  “pays  rent”  for  40  years 
with  nothing  to  show  for  it.  At  the  same 
time  that  pastor  must  pay  Social  Sec¬ 
urity  on  the  value  of  that  parsonage  and 
must  be  berated  by  “at  least  a  few” 
church  members  because  he  gets  his 
home  furnished.  All  this,  with  no  equity 
accruement  or  benefiting  from  the  ap¬ 
preciation  of  his  house  in  an  expanding 
economy. 

Second,  the  pension  received  by  pas¬ 
tors.  The  “Discipline”  suggests  that  the 
annuity  rate  “be  not  less  than  1%  of  the 
average  salary  of  the  annual  conference 


SALT II:  Peace-making  or  surrender? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  must  take  issue  with  your  November 
9  editorial  about  the  SALT  II  Treaty.  In 
the  first  place,  SALT  II  is  not  a  “disarm¬ 
ament”  treaty  as  you  referred  to  it,  but  is 
rather  a  limitation  agreement  as  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  its  name.  Therefore,  an  in¬ 
crease  in  military  spending  is  not  inap¬ 
propriate  if  one  side  Fmds  itself  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  military  inferiority  and  is  able, 
under  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  to  achieve 
parity. 

Also,  there  are  many  who  feel  that  the 
treaty  is  favorably  slanted  to  the  Soviets’ 
benefit.  They  feel  that  to  rely  solely  on 
SALT  II  would  be  dangerous  for  the  safe¬ 
ty  of  our  country.  For  that  reason,  an  in¬ 
crease  in  defense  spending  to  bring  the 
U.S.  up  to  military  parity  with  the  So¬ 
viets  seems  not  only  relevant  but  wise. 

It  may  be  correct  that  the  United 
States  has  “X”  times  the  volume  of  ord¬ 
nance  necessary  to  destroy  the  Soviet 
Union.  However,  all  the  bombs  in  the 
world  are  of  no  good  if  they  cannot  be  de¬ 
livered  and  the  proposed  recipient  knows 
they  cannot.  It  has  become  increasingly 
apparent  over  the  last  several  years  that 
the  United  States  has  fallen  behind  the 
Soviet  Union  in  atomic  and  conventional 
military  ability.  It  is  now  entirely 
possible,  due  to  Soviet  advances  in 
delivery  systems  for  their  atomic 
warheads,  that  the  effective  part  of  our 
retaliatory  missile  force  could  be 
destroyed  on  the  ground  by  a  pre¬ 
emptive  Soviet  attack. 

How  many  times  must  history  teach  us 
that  military  unpreparedness  and  weak¬ 
ness  breed  daring  and  adventurism  in 
the  barbarians  of  this  world?  Consider 
how  close  the  Western  world  came  to  al¬ 
lowing  Adolph  Hitler  his  way  in  Europe 
and  Africa  in  World  War  II.  One  signifi¬ 
cant  reason  for  the  Axis  powers’  early 
successes  was  the  amazing  state  of  mili¬ 
tary  unreadiness  the  Western  democ¬ 
racies  had  irrationally  placed  them¬ 
selves  in  after  World  War  I  because  of  a 
prevailing  mood  of  utopian  pacifism  and 
formal  disarmament  agreements. 

Can  we  afford  to  give  the  administra¬ 
tors  of  the  Gulag  Archipelago  the  same 
advantage?  Is  the  Soviet  signature  on  the 
SALT  agreement  worth  more  than  it  is  on 
the  Helsinki  accords  on  human  rights? 
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Let’s  be  realistic.  I  certainly  don’t 
want  this  country  or  the  world  to  see  an¬ 
other  war  —  atomic  or  conventional.  It  is 
for  that  reason  that  I,  as  a  Christian  and 
a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  advocate  defense  spending  in 
the  United  States  that  will  insure  at  least 
military  parity  with  the  Soviet  Union  and 
that  a  commitment  to  this  level  of  spend¬ 
ing  by  the  Carter  Administration  be  a 
quid  pro  quo  for  the  treaty’s  ratification 
by  the  U.S.  Senate. 

Robert  C.  Cartwright  Jr. 
Hagerstown,  Maryland 

Position  backed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  to  commend  you  for  strongly 
supporting  the  SALT  II  Treaty 
(TM/UMR,  November  9).  And  I  liked 
your  critique  against  accompanying  its 
passage  with  an  increase  in  military 
spending. 

The  two  presidents  whose  budgets  had 
the  smallest  percent  of  the  GNP  go  for 
“defense”  —  Eisenhower  and  Ford  — 
were  not  praised  for  that  service,  but  ac¬ 
tually  maligned  by  some  leaders  of  our 
church. 

n«  •  The  incredible  weapons  buildups  under 
Truman,  Kennedy  and  Johnson  proved  to 
be  not  only  a  disaster  for  young  Ameri¬ 
cans,  but  for  the  entire  world  as  well. 

If  Jimmy  Carter  can  get  us  to  Decem¬ 
ber  of  1980  peacefully  and  not  get  reelect¬ 
ed.  he  will  be  the  first  Democratic  presi¬ 
dent  this  century  not  to  lead  us  into 
armed  conflict. 

Getting  the  SALT  II  Treaty  signed  as 
quickly  as  possible  is  just  one  step 
toward  making  that  miracle  happen. 

John  A.  Richardson 
Proctor,  Minnesota 

Position  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

Sitting  by  a  warm  fireplace  on  Veter¬ 
an’s  Day,  I  remember  my  service  to  my 
country  38  years  ago  in  Europe  —  lonely, 
far  from  friends  and  family,  and  future 
in  grave  doubts.  I  am  sure  99  percent  of 
all  veterans  would  say  with  me:  “I  hate 
war.” 

However,  our  church  is  taking  up  the 
banner  of  SALT  II.  Our  avowed  enemy 
told  us,  “We  will  bury  you.”  He  also  told 
us  we  MUST  accept  SALT  II  without  re¬ 
servations.  Should  not  our  statesmen  and 
military  experts  advise  us  in  this  most 
controversial  matter? 

James  E.  Foote 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Stop  weapons 
To  the  Editor: 

Senator  Mark  Hatfield  has  proposed  an 
amendment  to  SALT  II  calling  for  a  mor¬ 
atorium  —  no  more  weapons!  Indications 
show  that  the  Soviets  would  be  willing  to 
negotiate,  since  they've  had  enough  war 
in  their  villages  not  to  want  “that”  any 
more. 

Despite  the  fact  that  we  already  have 
enough  weapons  to  completely  devastate 
the  earth  (12  times),  all  other  budgets 
were  cut  except  that  of  the  Defense  De¬ 
partment.  By  1980,  its  budget  will  have 
increased  so  much  that  we  will  be  close 
to  a  trillion  dollars  in  defense  spending. 
Inflation  caused  by  a  “non-consumable” 
product  adds  yet  another  negative  aspect 
to  an  already  deplorable  situation. 

We  who  care  about  life  must  insist  that 
we  stop  making  weapons  NOW,  that  we 
negotiate  for  the  safety  of  the  world,  and 
that  we  support  the  peacemakers.  Let’s 
give  this  our  prayerful  attention. 

Marlene  Brown 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Indians  forgotten 

To  the  Editor: 

Innumerable  articles  have  been  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  religious  and  secular  press 
regarding  churches  that  have  raised 
funds  to  bring  people  from  the  Far  East 
to  the  United  States.  Believe  me,  I  sym¬ 
pathize  with  these  unfortunate  people. 

However,  I  would  like  to  know  if  any  of 
these  churches  ever  sponsored  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  family  —  or  school/training 
program  —  or  organized  a  job  placement 
program  for  the  American  Indian? 

In  the  past  200  years  our  government 
has  never  treated  the  American  Indian 
fairly  —  what  has  been  done  was  “token¬ 
ism"  —  so  we  as  Christians  should  as¬ 


sume  the  responsibility. 

RuthD.  Voss 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Open  pulpit  needed 

To  the  Editor : 

One  of  the  best  articles  that  has  ap¬ 
peared  in  TM/UMR  recently  was  the 
“Here  I  Stand”  by  Paul  Holland  head¬ 
lined  “Worship  renewal  important  task" 
(TM/UMR,  November  9). 

What  Methodism  needs  very  badly  is 
an  open  pulpit  where  the  minister  can 
proclaim  the  Gospel,  without  notes  and 
from  the  heart.  This  makes  for  a  mes¬ 
sage  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  As  in¬ 
dicated,  the  service  of  worship  should  be 
a  joyful  experience.  This  produces  a 
friendly  church.  Too  much  formalism 
and  vestments  lead  many  to  believe  the 
church  to  be  cold  and  not  relevant. 


A  different  Christmas 

Sharing  meals 
as  a  family 

By  MRS.  ROBERT  MOGER 
Houston,  Missouri 

One  night  each  week  during  the  Ad¬ 
vent  season  our  family  enjoyed  an 
evening  together.  We  planned  a  spe¬ 
cial  dinner  for  that  evening.  The  menu 
included  foods  we  all  liked  but  did  not 
prepare  often.  We  sometimes  visited 
and  prepared  the  meal  together  in  our 
kitchen. 

After  dinner  we  did  such  things  as 
working  jigsaw  puzzles,  talking  about 
Christmas,  and  we  made  plans  for  the 
time  we  could  meet  the  following 
week.  This  was  a  special  time  for  our 
family  to  prepare  the  Advent  wreath 
or  string  popcorn  for  our  Christmas 
tree. 

We  hope  we  will  be  able  to  do  a  fam¬ 
ily  night  experience  again  this  year.  I 
am  sure  we  can  think  of  various  activ¬ 
ities  we  can  participate  in  as  a  family 
unit. 

We  are  a  United  Methodist  clergy 
family  an  we  feel  the  need  to  share  as 
a  family  unit.  When  we  experience  the 
spirit  and  love  of  that  first  Christmas, 
we  are  better  able  to  share  that  love 
with  our  congregation. 

It  worked  for  our  family. 
Christmas  fairs 

By  TERRY  BASSETT 
Chatham,  Massachusetts 

A  good  idea  for  a  different  Christ¬ 
mas  is  to  go  to  all  the  local  churches 
for  their  Christmas  fairs.  The  money 
made  from  these  fairs  is  for  Christian 
purposes;  ask  and  they  will  tell  you 
where  it  goes. 

Last  year  my  mother  and  I  went  one 
Saturday  to  three  or  four  different 
church  fairs.  There  were  so  many 
handmade  items,  toys,  puzzles, 
plants,  decorations,  etc.,  all  at  reason¬ 
able  prices.  Handmade  mittens  for 
75 1  and  a  beautiful  plant  for  my  neigh¬ 
bor  for  25<!  I  couldn’t  believe  the  sav¬ 
ings  in  all  the  gifts  I  bought. 

It  certainly  spread  good  will  to  the 
different  churches  as  “God  bless  you” 
and  “Merry  Christmas”  were  the 
words  of  the  day.  I  felt  so  jubilant 
afterwards  to  think  that  I  had  finally 
beaten  the  commercialization  of 
Christmas! 


May  we  have  more  ministers  who  ex¬ 
perience  spiritual  growth  and  renewal. 

Richard  D.  Comly 

Wilmington,  Delaware 

Government  misdirected 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  insert  in 
the  November  16  issue  of  plans  for  the 
coming  decade  of  World  Evangelism. 
One  matter  that  has  not  been  emphasized 
concerning  efforts  abroad  is  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  U.S.  Christians  to  take  greater 
responsibility  for  the  direction  of  our 
government  concerning  its  relations  with 
underdeveloped  nations. 

As  long  as  we  close  our  eyes  and  re¬ 
main  silent  to  our  government’s  protec¬ 
tion  of  our  multinationals  and  business 
concerns  in  their  rapacious  practices 
that  retard  development  of  Third  World 
countries,  they  are  going  to  question  the 
validity  of  a  religion  that  seems  so  inef¬ 
fective  where  it  predominates. 

Our  many  military  bases  around  the 
world,  our  cooperation  with  oppressive 
regimes  (that  cooperate  with  U.S.  busi¬ 
ness),  our  history  of  gunboat  diplomacy 
and  intervention,  our  drain  on  the  re¬ 
sources  of  other  lands  and  our  refusal  to 
promote  the  program  for  the  New  In¬ 
ternational  Economic  Order  all  cast  a 
shadow  on  our  image  abroad. 

It  is  probably  understood  that  we 
created  our  problem  in  Iran  when  our 
CIA  managed  the  overthrow  of  a  popular 
head  of  state  to  install  the  unscrupulous 
but  “cooperative”  Shah  and  set  up  his  se¬ 
cret  police  to  protect  him  because  we 
wanted  oil  and  another  base  next  to  Rus¬ 
sia. 

Also  our  present  helplessness  in  South¬ 
east  Asia  is  to  a  considerable  extent  due 
to  our  refusal  to  accept  a  moral  and  cer¬ 
tainly  Christian  obligation  to  aid  in  the 
promised  reconstruction  of  a  land  we  so 
disgracefully  devastated,  to  our  refusal 
to  grant  official  recognition  of  their  new 
government,  and  to  our  imposition  of  a 
trade  embargo,  all  of  which  contributed 
to  that  nation’s  desperation  and  its  part 
in  the  Cambodian  tragedy. 

If  we  Americans  are  in  earnest  about 
our  desire  to  promote  our  Christian  faith 
in  other  nations,  we  should  insist  that  our 
government  demonstrate  a  more  truly 
Christian  spirit  in  our  dealings  with  them. 

Gail  Asel 

,  Maysville,  Missouri 

orian  made  point 

To  the  Editor : 

One  of  the  functions  of  satire  other  than 
entertainment  is  the  message  of  social 
reform.  Jonathan  Swift’s  somewhat 
crude  18th  century  satires  spoke  sharply 
against  many  of  the  social  ills  of  that 
time  which  have  mostly  passed  in  this 
day. 

In  like  manner  Monty  Python’s  “Life 
of  Brian"  attacks  the  abuses  of  the  mean¬ 
dering  masses  and  leaders  who  are 
guised  under  the  banner  .  of  political  re¬ 
form  and  religious  enoeavor.  A  close 
parallel  with  the  atrocities  occurring 
particularly  in  Northern  Ireland  and 
Iran  is  unavoidable  for  the  viewer. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  many  of  those 
who  object  the  loudest  to  this  movie  could 
benefit  the  greatest  from  its  message. 
Christ  is  not  in  need  of  our  defense,  but 
our  deeds  of  righteous  arrogance  —  re¬ 
gardless  of  how  noble  they  may  seem  to 
us  at  this  time  —  may  someday  be  badly 
in  need  of  defense.  Paul  Jemigan  Jr. 

Houston,  Texas 


as  computed  by  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions.”  (pp  1706.7) 

Again  the  procedure  seems  fair  on  the 
surface.  And  again  it  is  misleading.  The 
average  salary  from  which  the  1  percent 
is  taken  and  upon  which  pensions  for  1978 
are  paid  is  the  December  31,  1976  figure. 
That  means  the  average  salary  is  from  10 
percent  to  20  percent  low  for  1978  pen¬ 
sions. 

In  addition,  after  40  years  of  service  a 
pastor  can  expect  no  more  than  40  per¬ 
cent  of  the  average  salary  of  his  annual 
conference  two  years  ago.  Most  pension 
programs  call  for  69-75  percent  of  the  av¬ 
erage  salary  of  the  best  years  of  the 
worker. 

Isn’t  it  time  the  General  Conference 
suggests  and  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  promotes  a  minimum  of  at  least  lVfe 
percent  or  2  percent? 

Third,  and  again  related,  how  can  a' 
pastor  get  a  home  in  which  to  retire  with¬ 
in  our  parsonage  system.  Granted,  it  is 
unlikely  and  in  many  ways  impractical 
that  the  parsonage  system  be  junked. 

I  would  like  to  propose  a  partial  solu¬ 
tion  to  this  problem. 

We  now  have  a  portion  of  the  pension 
funds  set  aside  for  the  benefit  of  disabled 
pastors.  Why  not  set  aside  another  por¬ 
tion  to  provide  at  least  a  large  portion  of 
the  money  needed  for  retiring  pastors  to 


purchase  a  home? 

As  an  example,  an  amount  equal  to  3 
percent  of  the  average  salary  of  my  an¬ 
nual  conference  (an  amount  which  every 
pastor  pays  into  his  own  pension  fund 
now),  when  compounded  with  40  years  of 
interest,  could  equal  $30,000.00  or  more. 
That  would  go  a  long  way  toward  provid¬ 
ing  a  home  for  each  pastor.  The  above  a- 
mount  could  be  part  of  the  total  pension 
package  for  the  local  church. 

It  seems  to  me  that  these  suggestions 
are  more  practical  than  those  expressed 
by  one  layman  when  informed  his  pastor 
had  a  lower  salary  than  a  corporal  in  the 
army.  His  reply  was:  “The  corporal  is 
working  for  the  government ;  our  pastor 
is  working  for  the  Lord .  ’  ’ 

I  realize  the  “spiritual”  benefits  are 
great  in  the  ministry.  However,  they 
don’t  send  kids  to  college,  pay  the  gro¬ 
cery  bill,  or  build  a  home  to  live  in  or  re¬ 
tirement.  If  a  pastor  must  worry  about 
these  “practical”  matters,  he  will  spend 
less  time  (at  least  less  effective  time)  on 
being  a  pastor. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Ben 
T.  Welch,  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Gold- 
thwaite,  Texas  (Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


My  Witness 

Being  in  mission  means 
sharing  life  with  others 


By  CAROL  BARTON 

I  want  to  share  with  you  what  it  means 
to  be  “in  mission,”  what  it  means  to  be 
involved  in  change  and  growth,  here  in 
Peru  or  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

I  can  only  share  my  own  experience 
and  express  some  things  I  have  begun  to 
understand  that  have  brought  me  a  few 
steps  further  along  in  this  growth  process 
we  are  all  part  of. 

Being  in  mission  means  being  in  con¬ 
tact  with  others,  sharing  my  life  with 
them  in  the  most  genuine  and  deepest 
way  I  can.  That  alone  is  the  challenge  of 
a  lifetime.  It  means  breaking  down  walls 
that  have  been  built  up,  attacking  insecu¬ 
rities,  fears  and  stereotypes,  reaching 
out  and  sharing  with  those  around  me. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  constant  aspects 
of  Christ’s  ministry. 

Sharing  my  life  with  others  on  all 
levels  makes  me  deeply  aware  of  their 
social  and  material  needs  as  well.  The 
past  few  years  in  Peru  we  have  lived 
through  a  social  and  economic  crisis 
which  has  left  45  percent  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  without  work  or  a  fulltime  job  and 
thousands  of  children  and  adults  hungry 
and  malnourished.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
brutal  economic  policy  which  affects  so 
many  families  could  only  be  carried  out 
by  fierce  repression,  tanks  in  the  streets, 
suspension  of  the  free  press  and  of  con¬ 
stitutional  rights,  arbitrary  arrests  and 
torture.  At  the  price  of  protecting  the  in¬ 
terests  of  a  small  minority,  most  of  the 
country  has  suffered  from  such 
measures. 

But  here  I  am  talking  in  statistics,  and 
we  are  constantly  bombarded  by  statis¬ 
tics.  Living  and  working  in  Peru,  sharing 
my  life  with  people  here,  I  am  aware  that 
hunger  and  misery  are  not  statistics  — 
they  become  very  personal.  They  affect 
all  aspects  of  a  man’s  or  woman’s  life  — 
one’s  subsistence,  one’s  pride  and  integ¬ 
rity,  one’s  homes  for  the  future  and  for 
one’s  children’s  future.  “Injustice”  is  not 
a  concept,  but  becomes  a  teenager  in  my 
church  who  was  thrown  in  jail  for  de¬ 
manding  that  bus  fares  be  lowered  so  he 
could  afford  to  go  to  public  school.  In¬ 
justice  becomes  a  friend  watching  his 
son  die  in  the  State  Children’s  Hospital 
because  he  didn’t  have  enough  money  to 
bribe  the  doctor  for  “good  care.”  He  had 
been  fired  for  demanding  decent  wages, 
and  no  job  is  open  to  him  now. 

Slowly,  as  I  experience  what  hunger 
and  injustice  mean,  by  sharing  in  the 
pain  of  my  friends,  I  begin  to  realize  that 
mission  also  means  being  involved  in 
change,  in  the  search  for  solutions  to  this 
pain;  I  am  very  much  aware  that  resolv¬ 
ing  only  my  friends’  problems  leaves 
millions  of  others  where  they  are.  To- 


Carol  Barton 
gether  we  begin  seeking  better  ways  of 
living  in  community  which  will  touch  all 
of  us.  We  begin  looking  for  the  roots  of 
the  injustices  in  order  to  bring  about  per¬ 
manent  change. 

Being  involved  in  “change”  is  a  hum¬ 
bling  experience.  I  have  had  to  throw  my 
“scheme  of  things”  out  the  window,  to 
accept  new  ideas,  new  ways  of  learning, 
teaching  and  communicating.  Along  with 
many  others,  I  am  having  to  shed  my  old 
self  (goals,  ways  of  relating  and  com¬ 
peting,  etc. )  and  to  discover  the  degree  to 
which  my  own  self-awareness  and  self¬ 
assuredness  opens  doors,  and  how  much 
I’ve  bought  society’s  games  as  well  as  to 
discover  where  love  fits  in.  Attacking  so 
many  deeply  rooted  concepts  isn’t  easy! 
It’s  a  continual  process  of  questioning, 
checking  myself,  unlearning  and  re¬ 
learning.  Being  involved  in  “change” 
means  growing  together.  It  means  not  al¬ 
ways  having  the  answer,  letting  others 
show  me  better  ways,  and  sometimes 
shedding  some  light  for  them  . 

I’ve  discovered  that  wjjat  it  boils  down 
to  is  taking  up  Christ’s  ^Jiallengs  in  our 
world.  His  example  was  to  contend 
against  injustice,  poverty  and  hate  by 
living  and  sharing  with  others,  by  break¬ 
ing  stereotypes,  by  sowing  seeds.  He 
identified  with  the  cause  of  the  poor  and 
took  His  struggle  for  justice  and  love  to 
its  ultimate  consequences.  He  promised 
a  Kingdom  of  Justice  and  then  set  us  the 
example  of  how  to  build  that  Kingdom 
here  on  earth.  Mission  means  getting  in¬ 
volved  in  change  —  our  own  change,  our 
friends’,  our  society’s. 

Being  in  mission  is  sharing  our  lives 
with  others.  It  is  growing  together  and 
changing  together.  It  is  seeking  solutions 
for  all  of  us,  social  solutions,  to  the  mis¬ 
ery  and  injustice  felt  by  so  many  of  us 
and  by  the  poor.  Mission  is  the  creation  of 
a  “new  person”  and  a  “new  society”  as 
we  do  away  with  those  things  that  clog  us 
up  and  create  barriers.  It  is  women’s 
groups  and  night  school  classes  where  we 
read  the  Bible  and  talk  about  our  social 
and  economic  reality.  It  is  understanding 
how  our  society  works  and  why.  It  is 
sharing  information,  and  sharing  my 
process.  Mission  is  Christ’s  challenge  to 
us  to  bring  the  possibility  of  a  human, 
loving,  complete  life  to  everyone. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  readers  may  share  meaningful  ex¬ 
periences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Carol  Barton, 
is  a  missionary  of  the  World  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  working  in 
Lima  with  the  Union  of  Latin  American 
Ecumenical  Youth  and  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Peru. 


A  Joyous  Book 
for  a 

Joyous  Season 


The  Trees  of  Christmas 

This  colorful  book  will  take  readers  on 
a  wondrous,  wintery  Yuletide  voyage 
around  the  world  with  its  look  at  the 
trees  of  twenty-three  different  countries 
and  customs  Besides  describing  the 
trees,  it  gives  fascinating  historical 
tidbits  on  various  Chnstmas  customs  t 
and  informative  instructions  on 
making  the  exotic  ornaments. 

And  at  the  heart  of  the  book  yc** 

is  some  of  the  most  lavish 
photography  ever  to  grace  a 
seasonal  book.  $6.95,  jf7 

paper  &  **?!! 
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the  church 
today 

NBC-TV  movie  said 
an  ‘affront’  to  Christians 

TUPELO,  Miss.  —  The  National  Fed¬ 
eration  for  Decency  is  withdrawing  its 
approval  of  the  NBC-TV  movie  “Mary 
and  Joseph:  a  Story  of  Love”  scheduled 
for  showing  Dec.  9  because  the  film  has 
material  which  is  in  ‘‘apparent 
contradiction  with  Scripture.” 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  United 
Methodist  minister  who  heads  the  nation¬ 
al  citizens'  TV  group,  announced  the 
action  after  seeing  a  news  release  from 
NBC  which  stated  that  ‘‘Joseph  does  not 
believe  that  God  is  the  creator  of  her 
(Mary’s)  unborn  child”  and  that  “he 
again  comes  to  her  rescue  by  falsely 
admitting  the  paternity  of  her  child.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  said,  “The  Bible  makes 
clear  in  Matthew  that  Joseph  was  told 
that  the  Child  was  conceived  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  NBC  taking  the  liberty  to  rewrite 
Holy  Writ  is  an  affront  to  millions  of 
Christians.” 

UMC  spots  for  TV 
seen  as  timely 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  cut-off  of 
Iranian  oil  and  its  possible  effect  on 
American  lifestyles  gives  special  timeli¬ 
ness  to  three  30-second  lifestyle  spots 
produced  for  television  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications. 

Made  before  President  Carter’s  recent 
crackdown  on  oil  from  Iran,  the  spots  re¬ 
mind  viewers  that  the  lifestyle  they  have 
chosen  has  implications  for  the  nation 
and  the  world. 

A  live  dinner  table  conversation  is  used 
in  one  spot  to  brmg  up  the  question  of 
world  hunger,  and  it  concludes  “the  way 
we  live  does  make  a  difference.”  Another 
live-action  spot  comments  on  the  waste 
of  energy,  natural  resources  and  time. 
And  a  third  portrays  through  animation 
the  pitfalls  of  a  consumer  society  with  its 
compulsion  to  “buy,  buy,  buy.” 

The  lifestyle  spots  will  be  sent  to  more 
than  800  TV  stations  across  the  country 
on  Dec.  1,  with  the  suggestion  that  they 
be  aired  as  a  public  service. 

Bishop  delighted  over 
Zimbabwe  agreement 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.  M.  (UMC)  - 
News  of  an  approaching  agreement  that 
would,  if  finalized,  end  the  14-year-old 
conflict  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  drew  an 
expression  of  “delight”  from  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Ralph  E.  Dodge,  inter¬ 
im  episcopal  administrator  of  the  Zim¬ 
babwe  Area. 

Bishop  Dodge,  who  came  out  of  retire¬ 
ment  to  fill  in  for  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa 
who  is  on  leave  from  his  church  duties, 
was  here  to  attend  the  semi-annual 
Council  of  Bishops  meeting.  Bishop 
Muzorewa  was  elected  last  April  as  the 
country’s  firfet  black  prime  minister 
under  a  constitution  approved  by  the 
white  minority. 

“The  fact  that  a  compromise  has  been 
made  will  be  very  meaningful  to  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  Zimbabweans  —  black  and 
white,”  stated  Bishop  Dodge.  “I  look 
forward  to  getting  back  to  Zimbabwe  to 
carry  on  in  the  life  of  the  church.” 

More  than  1,000  UM 
clergy  women  reported 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  number  of 
women  clergy  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  passed  the  1,000  mark  this 
year,  according  to  Division  of  Ordained  * 
Ministry  statistics  released  here. 

The  1979  report  shows  senior  pastor  po¬ 
sitions  filled  by  278  annual  conference 
members  in  full  connection,  197  local 
pastors,  41  associate  members,  164  pro¬ 
bationary  members,  and  13  retired  con¬ 
ference  members. 

Serving  as  associate  pastors  are  110 
conference  members  in  full  connection, 
four  associate  members,  60  local  pastors, 

-  114  probationary  members,  and  six 
retired  members.  The  church  has  three 
women  district  superintendents  and  92 
conference  members  in  full  connection 
serving  outside  the  church. 

Of  the  total  number  of  women  serving 
in  senior  and  associate  pastor  positions, 
16  are  black,  five  are  Hispanic  and  one  is 
Asian. 


Mother  awaits  help  for  dying  child 

SA  KAEW,  Thailand  —  A  young  Cambodian  mother  holds  her  baby  as  she  waits  for 
help  outside  one  of  the  hospitals  in  a  crowded  Cambodian  refugee  camp  near  here  on 
Oct.  30.  The  child  was  dead  before  it  received  medical  help. 
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UMC  mission  settlement 
gets  62-goat  donation 

EPPING,  N.D.  —  Off  to  a  United  Methodist  mission  program  in  Frakes,  Ky.  in 
the  Appalachian  Mountains  recently  went  more  than  60  milking  goats  donated  by 
Joe  Wegley  from  his  herd  here. 

Mr.  Wegley  donated  the  goats  to  the  Henderson  Settlement  in  Kentucky  on  the 
condition  that  someone  would  drive  them  down.  So  off  went  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  West 
and  a  neighbor,  Joe  Kenwood,  in  a  borrowed  four-wheel-drive  pickup  pulling  a  20- 
foot  double  decker  horse  trailer  filled  with  goats. 

It  all  started  when  the  UMC  put  out  an  appeal  saying  that  some  people  in  Appa¬ 
lachia  were  in  dire  need  of  milking  goats,  according  to  an  article  by  Jane  Jelleberg 
of  the  Fargo  Forum,  printed  in  the  Dakotas  Area  UMR  edition. 

Plagued  with  several  problems  including  a  lack  of  education,  unemployment 
and  improper  diet,  many  of  the  people  there  live  on  just  staples  like  beans  or  pota¬ 
toes. 

Some  are  30  to  40  miles  from  neighbors,  said  the  Wests,  and  without  roads  or 
transportation  rely  on  hiking  or  horses  to  get  to  school  or  the  nearest  settlement. 
Mrs.  West  is  the  Eastern  District  Mission  Secretary  and  on  the  district  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  truck  and  trailer  was  offered  by  Scott  Davis  of  rural  Page,  N.D.,  who  could 
not  drive  because  he  was  busy  harvesting  sunflowers.  Mr.  Kenward  and  the  Wests, 
who  raise  sheep,  loaded  up  the  goats  and  headed  for  Kentucky,  with  gasoline  pro¬ 
vided  by  several  area  UM  churches. 


The  Rev.  Preston  Brown,  (right)  of  the  Williston  Faith  United  Methodist  Church 
helps  Epping  farmer  Joe  Wegley  load  62  goats  destined  f«r  a  UM  mission  project  in 
Appalachia.  herald  photo  by  kurtclemmensen 


High  court  says  ‘no’  to  review  "Stop  to  think ’ 


Inhumanity  vs.  concern 

Official  compares  contrasts  in  Cambodian  crisis 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  Kampuchea 
( Cambodia )  today  provides  a  study  in  ex¬ 
treme  contrast  —  man’s  inhumanity  to 
man  vs.  a  world  rallying  to  meet  a  crisis 
—  a  White  House  official  told  religious 
press  representatives  here  last  week. 

Just  back  from  a  three-day  fact-finding 
trip  to  Southeast  Asia  with  First  Lady 
Rosalynn  Carter,  Robert  L.  Maddox  Jr., 
the  President's  special  assistant  for 
religious  liaison,  spoke  feelingly  of 
Kampuchean  children  in  a  refugee  camp 
in  Thailand  “robbed  of  emotion.”  There 
was  “no  running  or  playing"  for  the  chil¬ 
dren;  they  were  silent,  he  said,  because 
they  are  “starving,  separated  from  their 
families  and  sick.” 

He  and  others  commended  religious  re¬ 
lief  agencies,  international  programs 
and  the  Thai  government  for  their  efforts 
to  help  the  hungry  and  dislocated  people 
of  Kampuchea.  They  stressed  the 
“strictly  humanitarian”  aim  of  U.S.  aid 
to  that  country,  available  to  both  sides  of 
the  conflict,  but  they  pointed  out  that 
such  impartiality  has  caused  problems 
because  the  present  regime  does  not 
want  its  enemies  helped. 

Those  who  made  the  trip  paid  high  trib¬ 
ute  to  Thailand  for  what  it  is  doing  to 
ease  the  refugee  situation,  but  noted  its 
leaders  worry  about  the  continued  strain 
on  that  nation’s  economy.  They  said  the 
visit’s  aim  was  to  gain  better 
documentation  of  the  problem,  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  assistance  efforts  underway 
and  to  assure  the  Thai  government  of 

UMs  urged 
to  divert 
usual  gifts 

INDIANAPOLIS  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodists  have  been  challenged  to 
divert  Christmas  spending  to  the  relief  of 
starving  and  perishing  Cambodians  in  a 
resolution  passed  by  leaders  of  “Good 
News.” 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  evan¬ 
gelical  caucus  for  Scriptural  renewal 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
meeting  here  Oct.  31-Nov.  2,  urged  Pres¬ 
ident  Carter  to  establish  an  information 
office  on  Southeast  Asian  relief  to 
monitor  relief  efforts  and  refugee  status 
daily.  It  also  called  for  UN  intervention 
should  resistance  to  Cambodian  relief 
continue. 

The  resolution  supported  ecumenical 
and  humanitarian  efforts  by  Christian 
churches  “to  call  attention  to  the  very 
real  threat  of  annihilation  by  starvation 
and  brutality  of  millions  of  defenseless 
Cambodian  people.”  The  statement 
challenged  United  Methodists  speci¬ 
fically  to  divert  Christmas  spending  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  for  aid  to  Southeast 
Asia. 

A  church-wide  appeal  for  Cambodian 
relief  has  been  launched  with  approval 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
UMCOR  asked  each  church  to  receive  a 
special  offering  on  Thanksgiving  Sun¬ 
day,  Nov.  18,  or  a  Sunday  prior  to  Christ¬ 
mas. 

‘Gay’ pastors  at  issue 


U.S.  support  for  its  work  with  refugees. 

Another  view  of  the  Sakeo  Holding  Cen¬ 
ter  just  inside  Thailand’s  border  came 
from  Dr.  Julian  Richmond,  U.S.  surgeon 
general,  who  was  also  on  the  Nov.  8-10 
trip  with  Mrs.  Carter.  He  recalled  a 
community  of  30,000  people,  surrounded 
by  barbed  wire,  with  no  structures 
except  a  quickly  erected  hospital  shelter. 
In  the  camp’s  14th  day  it  still  had  no 
water  supply  or  sanitation  facilities. 

The  average  daily  death  toll  of  45  in  the 
hospital  (and  as  many  outside)  has  since 
been  cut  to  10,  he  said.  The  refugees  are 
plagued  by  undernourishment  ( 10-20 


percent),  compounded  by  disease  —  25 
percent  of  a  sample  had  malaria,  many 
had  respiratory  problems  and  several 
were  tubercular.  Although  the  hospital  is 
new,  he  noted,  it  is  the  second  largest  in 
Thailand,  is  staffed  by  medical  teams 
from  five  countries  and  is  able  to  handle 
most  problems.  “Literally  we  were  down 
on  our  knees”  most  of  the  time  to  see  the 
patients,  he  recalled,  because  there  are 
no  beds,  just  mats  on  the  ground. 

Dr.  Richmond  told  of  the  “striking  ab¬ 
sence”  of  children,  particularly  aged  one 
to  four  years,  which  “threatens  the  loss 
of  a  generation.” 


First  loads  reach  ports 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist  con¬ 
tributions  for  relief  in  Cambodia  and 
Thailand  made  through  Church  World 
Service  —  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  —  are  reaching  their 
destinations,  according  to  reports  re¬ 
leased  here  last  week. 

The  first  barge  load  of  1,300  tons  of  food 
and  medicines  was  unloaded  Nov.  12  in 
Kompong  Som  harbor  and  was  on  its  way 
to  the  starving  people.  A  second  barge  of 
1,500  tons  left  Nov.  18  from  Singapore, 
the  first  Church  World  Service  barge 
scheduled  to  go  up  the  Mekong  River 
from  Saigon  to  Phnom  Penh,  the  inland 
capital  of  Cambodia. 

A  third  1,000  ton  barge  of  rice,  medi¬ 
cines  and  milk  powder  left  for  Kompong 
Som  Nov.  23  and  a  fourth  is  scheduled  for 
early  next  week. 

Although  it  is  too  early  to  know  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  special  United  Methodist  of¬ 
fering  for  Cambodia  taken  in  many  con¬ 
gregations  Nov.  18,  United  Methodist 


Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  officials 
indicate  that  UM  money  is  involved  in 
Church  World  Service  funds.  The  World 
Council  of  Churches  reports  that  almost 
$1  million  had  been  received  by  Nov.  20 
from  U.S.  churches  in  a  world-wide  ap¬ 
peal  for  $5  million  to  aid  the  starving 
Cambodians. 

A  Church  World  Service/World  Council 
of  Churches  report  says  that  $100,000  has 
been  given  to  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Thailand  for  work  with  Cambodian  refu¬ 
gees  and  misplaced  Thais.  “The  Thai 
government  policy  is  no  longer  to  push 
refugees  back  but  to  move  them  from  the 
border  to  holding  centers  well  into  Thai 
territory,”  the  report  says.  "That  pro¬ 
cess  has  begun.” 

The  report  says  that  the  camp  visited 
by  Mrs.  Jimmy  Carter  “was  only  estab¬ 
lished  Oct.  22.  Shelters  are  exceedingly 
primitive  but  food  stores  and  a  large 
hospital  shed  have  been  provided.  Three 
well -drilling  rigs  are  at  work.” 


f  People  in  the  news. 


‘Turn  them  over  to  God’ 

Three-year-old  Ryan  Bright  recent¬ 
ly  offered  some  sound  advice  to  a 
police  officer  who  visited  his  pre¬ 
school  class  at  Spring  Valley  UMC  in 
Dallas,  Texas.  Responding  to  a  ques¬ 
tion  from  one  of  the  children  about 
why  he  carries  a  handgun,  the  officer 
said,  “We  sometimes  have  to  shoot  bad 
people.”  Ryan  quickly  offered  the 
police  officer  another  alternative. 
“Well,”  he  said,  “if  you’d  turn  those 
bad  people  over  to  God,  He  could 
handle  them.  Then  you  wouldn’t  have 
to  shoot  them.” 

‘Mission  Impossible’  possible 

“I  thought  seeing  my  wife  (before 
completing  my  studies  here  was  a 
‘Mission  Impossible’,”  says  Sunny 
Ekpo.  Nigerian  student  at  Methodist 
Theological  School  of  Ohio.  But 
Robert  Kimes  and  Jesse  Lyons,  two 
ministers  of  Trinity  UMC,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  where  Sunny  serves  as  an  in¬ 
tern,  went  to  work  on  the  international 
bureaucratic  red  tape  and  presto! 
Sabbath  Ekpo  was  brought  to  the  U.S. 
and  reunited  with  her  husband  for  the 
first  time  in  five  years  on  Nov.  11. 
Goblins,  ghosts  and  Jesus 

Dewilda  F.  Hull  says  it  isn’t  unusual 


for  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tollesboro,  Ky.,  to  stage  a  party  for 
all  the  goblins  on  Halloween,  but  it  is 
unusual  when  all  the  children  decide 
to  mask  as  Bible  characters.  “Even 
the  Devil  and  the  Holy  Ghost  were  in 
full  costume,”  she  says.  Brian 
Ruggles  stands  with  Tracy  and 
Michael  Fogleman  who  came  to  the 
party  as  the  “two  promised  children. 
Jesus  and  John  the  Baptist.” 


Conference  seeking  ban 


READING,  Pa.  —  A  petition  seeking  to 
prohibit  ordination  or  pastoral  appoint¬ 
ments  for  any  avowed,  practicing  homo¬ 
sexual  will  be  presented  to  the  1980  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Conference  by  the 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

The  action  was  one  of  several  taken  at 
an  annual  session  of  approximately  1,000 
conference  delegates  here  Nov.  17.  Other 
resolutions  concerned  cost-of-living  ad¬ 
justments  for  state  welfare  recipients, 
boycotts  of  two  companies,  a  Sunday  to 
consider  women’s  issues  and  contracep- 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  The  United 
States  Supreme  Court  said  here  Nov.  26  it 
will  not  at  this  time  consider  whether  the 
United  Methodist  Church  can  be  sued  as 
a  denomination  for  alleged  wrong  doings 
of  the  Pacific  Homes  network. 


Correction 

An  ad  inserted  in  Nov.  9  issue  seeking 
President  of  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  did  not  indicate  that 
the  seminary  offers  professional  Masters 
of  Divinity  degrees  in  addition  to  other 
degrees  indicated.  We  regret  this  error. 


At.  TM/UMR  press  time,  the  report 
from  Washington  is  that  the  court  denied 
petitions  for  writ  of  “certiorari"  in  two  of 
the  half  dozen  lawsuits  now  pending 
which  grow  out  of  the  retirement 
facilities’  bankruptcy. 

Attorneys  for  some  of  the 
denominational  units  and  individuals 
named  as  defendants  in  the  suits  stress 
that  the  denial  of  “certiorari”  in  no  way 
constitutes  an  opinion  by  the  high  court 
as  to  any  liability  of  the  church  in  the 
suits  but  merely  says  the-proceedings 
are  not  ripe  for  review  at  this  time. 


One  candle,  one  prayer 
project  focuses  on  peace 


President 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  invites  applications  and  nominations  for  the 
position  of  President  of  the  Seminary. 

The  President  is  the  chief  administrative  officer  of  the  Seminary  and  has  ultimate 
responsibility  for  the  formulation  and  achievement  of  objectives  which  carry  out  the  mission 
of  the  institution.  The  complexity  of  the  President’s  role  requires  that  the  position  be  filled  by 
a  man  qr  woman  of  diverse  interests  and  abilities.  A  candidate  must  be  ordained  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

G-ETS  is  a  fully-accredited  graduate  school  of  theology  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
founded  in  1853  and  situated  on  the  lakeshore  campus  of  Northwestern  University  in 
Evanston,  Illinois,  in  the  Chicago  metropolitan  area.  With  a  student  body  of  304  and  a  fulltime 
faculty  of  28,  the  Seminary  offers  professional  Master  of  Divinity  degrees  to  students 
preparing  for  ordination,  Master  of  Christian  Education  degrees,  Doctor  of  Ministry  degrees 
for  practicing  ministers,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Northwestern  University,  programs 
leading  to  the  M  A.  and  Ph  D.  degrees. 

The  deadline  for  applications  and  nominations  is  January  5, 1980. 

Please  address  correspondence  to:  Chairperson.  Presidential  Search  Committee 
✓  Post  Office  Box  1031 

Evanston,  Illinois  60204 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  is  an  affirmative  -action,  equal 
opportunity  employer. 


By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

MONKTON,  Md.  -  What  a  bright 
world  this  would  be  at  Christmas  if 
everyone  stopped  to  light  one  small  can¬ 
dle  and  pray  for  peace. 

That’s  the  idea  behind  the  Christmas 
Candle  Project  at  Monkton  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  here  originated  by  William 
T.  Clawson,  the  church's  lay  leader  and 
chairperson  of  the  project. 

Members  of  this  89-member  church 
are  encouraging  every  United  Methodist 
in  the  country  to  light  a  red  birthday 
candle  and  pray  for  peace  in  the  world  at 
midnight  on  Christmas  Eve,  during  the 
eight  minutes  it  takes  for  the  candle  to 
burn. 

“We  don't  actually  care  when  you  do 
it,”  Mr.  Clawson  told  TM/UMR.  “The 
idea  is  to  stop  to  think  about  the  real 
meaning  of  Christmas.” 

They  also  suggest  a  program  for  the 
candle-lighting  ceremony,  including  the 
reading  of  the  Christmas  story  from  the 
Bible,  prayer  and  singing. 

Mr.  Clawson  began  the  ceremony  in  his 
family  in  1957  and  for  several  years  he 
enclosed  birthday  candles  in  Christmas 
cards  with  a  message  for  peace  which  he 
designed  and  mailed  to  his  friends.  He1 


brought  the  idea  to  his  church  this  year, 
his  interest  rekindled  in  the  project  by 
the  blatant  commercial  promotion  of 
Christmas  beginning  as  early  as  Hallo¬ 
ween,  he  said. 

The  membership  put  together  a  mail¬ 
ing  list  with  3,000  names  of  persons  in  the 
annual  conference  and  area  and  mailed 
letters  inviting  them  to  participate  in  the 
project.  They  also  purchased  86,000  can¬ 
dles  to  distribute.  They  are  in  the  second 
printing  of  Christmas  cards  inscribed 
with  a  message  of  peace  and  containing 
an  enclosed  candle.  The  cards  and 
candles  are  being  sold  at  cost. 

Word-of-mouth  and  a  recent  article  in 
Guideposts  Magazine  have  resulted  in  re¬ 
quests  for  cards  and  candles,  as  well  as 
donations,  from  people  all  over  the  U.S., 
Mr.  Clawson  said 

“On  Christmas  Eve  ...  at  Twelve 
o’clock,  will  you  join  our  family  in  light¬ 
ing  a  little  candle,  reading  the  Christmas 
story  from  the  Bible,  saying  a  little 
prayer  and  trying  to  live  a  little  better?” 
the  card  asks. 

A  self-addressed  stamped  envelope 
sent  to  Monkton  United  Methodist 
Church,  Monkton,  Md.  21111,  will  bring 
suggestions  for  the  eight  minute  family 
program. 


tives  for  teenagers. 

Opponents  of  the  resolution  on  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  the  ministry  said  that  such  a 
prohibition  would  tend  to  establish  a  new 
legalism  with  regard  to  ministerial  qual¬ 
ifications,  according  to  the  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  UMR  edition.  Those  support¬ 
ing  the  petition  urged  strict  adherence  to 
biblical  denunciations  of  homosexual  be¬ 
havior. 

Some  speakers  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  resolution  would  make  it  more 
difficult  for  the  church  to  minister  to  ho¬ 
mosexuals.  They  noted  that  while  homo¬ 
sexual  behavior  seems  to  be  incompat¬ 
ible  with  Christian  morality,  such  action 
by  the  General  Conference  could  be  seen 
as  even  more  incompatible  with  Christ¬ 
ian  love. 

In  dealing  with  welfare  concerns,  the 
delegates  voted  to  call  upon  Gov.  Rich¬ 
ard  Thornburgh  and  the  Pennsylvania 
General  Assembly  to  provide  a  full  five 
percent  cost-of-living  adjustment  for  all 
persons  legitimately  on  the  state’s  wel¬ 
fare  rolls  in  1980  The  resolution  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  for  “brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  whose  plates  are  empty”  because  of 
inflation. 

Delegates  approved  a  boycott  of  the 
Nestle  Company,  on  grounds  that  it  has 
tried  to  promote  its  infant  formula  in 
areas  where,  because  of  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  conditions,  the  formula  can  dam¬ 
age  infants’  health.  The  resolution  was 
submitted  by  the  local  chapter  of  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action. 
However,  delegates  defeated  another 
boycott  proposal,  aimed  at  J.  P.  Stevens 
and  Company,  alleging  that  the  firm  dis¬ 
criminates  in  hiring  and  firing  of  minori¬ 
ties,  which  is  in  violation  of  health  and 
safety  standards,  and  that  it  pays  wages 
31  per  cent  below  the  national  average. 

In  ether  action,  the  group: 

•  Approved  a  resolution  encouraging 
churches  to  set  aside  Sunday,  Feb.  17, 
1980  for  consideration  of  women’s  issues ; 

•  Defeated  a  resolution  which  would 
have  cut  off  funds  for  any  UM  agency  ad¬ 
vocating  issuance  of  contraceptives  to 
teenagers  without  parental  permission. 
Opponents  cited  indifference  of  some 
parents,  and  urged  responsible  indivi¬ 
dual  counseling  rather  than  an  across- 
the-board  prohibition. 


Movie  gets  no 
ban  in  Boston 


BOSTON  (RNS)  —  Boston  Municipal 
Court  Judge  John  A.  Pino  said  the  Monty 
Python  film,  “Life  of  Brian,”  does  not  vi¬ 
olate  the  three-century-old  Massachusetts 
blasphemy  law. 

‘  ‘Depending  on  one’s  attitude  or  views, 
the  film  may  be  boring  or,  as  some  have 
claimed,  humorous  and  funny,  but  it 
could  not  be  the  basis  for  issuance  of  a 
criminal  complaint  under  the  blasphemy 
law,”  the  judge  said  recently  after  view¬ 
ing  the  film. 

Judge  Pino  declined  to  issue  com¬ 
plaints  for  blasphemy  against  Sack 
theaters,  which  were  showing  the  movie. 
Suffolk  County  prosecutor  Edward  Bums 
sought  the  complaints  after  several  peo¬ 
ple  reported  that  the  movie  held  Jesus 
Christ  up  to  scorn  or  ridicule.  The  thea¬ 
ters  held  that  the  movie  met  contempo¬ 
rary  artistic  standards. 


Classified 


EVERYONE  wants  to  come  to  Santa  Fe.  N 
during  Christmas  season  Worship  at  St  John's  Ui 
ed  Methodist  Church.  J.B  Sharp,  Pastor 


OBBERAMMERGAU  1980:  Passion  Play  and  15- 

day  Alpine  tour'  Ed  &  Thora  Jervev.  hosts  Contact 
Christian  Moore  Travel,  P.O.  Box  766.  Radford  VA 
24141 


EGYPT-ISRAEL,  11  days;  All-Israel,  9  days;  Jan  - 

Feb  1980  from  Dallas,  Kansas  City.  Chicago,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Charlotte.  Atlanta.  New  York  Brochures  Rev 
James  Christie.  1200  Dubach.  Ruston.  LA  71270  Ph 
<3181  255- 2S20. 


DIRECTOR  —  part  time  for  after  school  prograth 
Experience  in  Christian  Education  leadership 
preferred  Reply:  Church  of  the  Cross,  977  Caledonia 
Road.  Cleveland  Heights.  OH  441 12  1 216 1  451-0455 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  The  Rockv  Mountain 
Conference  is  seeking  a  Minister  of  Youth  for  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  The  financial  support,  including  a  housing 
allowance,  is  between  $18-21000  Beginning  date 
between  Jan  -  March  1980  Send  resumes  to  Wesley 
Kendall.  2200  S.  Universitv  Blvd..  Denver.  CO  80210 
'303  )  733-2736. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  serves  as  the  chief  administrative 
officer  of  the  black  caucus  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  Responsible  for  program  development,  fund 
raising  and  disbursement  of  funds  Responsible  for 
communications  development  through  a  newsletter, 
journal,  national  hot  line  and  inter-agency 
relationships.  Qualifications  layperson  or  ordained 
clergyperson ,  knowledge  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  willingness  to  live  in  Atlanta,  Gp 
Application  deadline  November  15.  1979.  Salary 
range:  $16.000-$18.000.  Send  resume  and  letter  of 
application  to:  Mrs  Bessie  Givhan.  P  O.  Box  584, 
Greenville.  MS  38701 
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Youth  groups  have 


some  things 

By  BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

What  do  an  open  country  church,  an 
interracial  church  and  a  “fairly 
affluent”  urban  church  have  in 
common1 

Their  youth  groups,  along  with  nine 
others,  have  been  recognized  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  as 
examples  of  outstanding  youth  groups  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  (See 
TM/UMR  Nov.  2.) 

That  is  not  all  that  is  similar  about 
Lima  UMC  in  Howe,  Ind.,  Elderslie-St. 
Andrews  UMC  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
Southside  UMC  in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Several  common  elements  identified  by 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  have  led  to  the 
development  of  these  groups.  Among 
them  are: 

•  Open,  friendly  youth  who  encourage 
others  to  join  their  groups  and  make  the 
newcomers  feel  welcome; 

•  Dedicated  adult  leaders,  including 
the  ministers ; 

•  Varied  programs  of  outreach,  fun 
and  growth  that  are  planned  by  youth 
with  adults;  and 

•  Involvement  in  the  local  church. 

“I  have  to  run  to  keep  up  with  them,” 
said  the  Rev.  Jane  White-Stevens  of  the 
youth  at  Lima  UMC  where  she  is  pastor. 
Though  this  “open  country”  church  of 
113  members  on  the  Indiana-Michigan 
border  has  a  youth  group  of  only  15 
members,  they  are  active  in  the  church 
and  handle  a  large  program,  Ms.  White- 
Stevens  said.  They  participate  in  church 
school,  worship  services,  music  and 
Bible  study.  Soon,  they  will  tutor  the 
children  of  a  refugee  family  moving  into 
the  area. 

Once  while  she  was  out  of  town,  Ms. 
White-Stevens  said,  the  youth  went  ahead 
and  planned  the  evening  worship 
because  they  knew  she  would  not  have 
time. 

The  youth  also  raise  their  own  funds 
and  are  self  supporting,  Ms.  White- 
Stevens  said.  They  contribute  to  local 
mission  projects  and  support  the  UM 
Youth  Service  Fund.  Fun  and  growth 
activities  are  paid  for  by  the  youth. 

“We  are  a  close  knit  group,”  said  youth 
fellowship  President  Kelli  Krugh.  She 
said  communication  —  being  open  to 
each  person  —  has  helped  them  keep  the 
group  flowing  and  to  involve  new 
members. 

For  guidance,  in  addition  to  their 
pastor,  they  rely  on  Carol  Jean  Gonser 
and  Jean  Anderson,  who  describes 
herself  as  “just  a  housewife.”  With  three 
of  her  eight  children  in  the  youth  group, 
playing  the  “mother”  role  comes  easy 
for  Ms.  Anderson.  “I’m  just  here  to  listen 
to  them  and  help  handle  their  problems," 
she  said. 

If  Lima  UMC  youth  have  a  “mother” 
youth  coordinator,  those  at  Elderslie-St. 
Andrews  UMC  in  Baltimore,  Md.  have  a 
“big  sister.”  Involved  in  the  youth  group 
herself  only  a  few  years  ago,  Joan 
Carter,  a  college  senior,  provides  the 
leadership  for  the^  youth  of  this 
interracial  church. 

“They  know  what  they  want  to  do,  put 
their  minds  to  it  and  pursue  it,"  Ms. 
Carter  said.  The  senior  high  youth  call 
themselves  the  “Restless  Seekers,”  and 
junior  highs  are  called  “the  Rookies.” 

The  youth  are  involved  in  the  local 
church  serving  on  boards  and  committees 
and  also  as  ushers  and  worship  leaders. 
They  are  also  community  oriented,  said 
then  pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Rimbach.  For 


in  common 

example,  last  year  they  led  worship 
services  in  a  local  pinball  arcade  despite 
a  cool  reception,  he  said.  The  30-member 
group  also  meets  on  Saturday  mornings 
intentionally  to  include  community 
youth. 

The  youth  group  is  predominantly 
black,  but  only  so  because  most  of  the 
parents  with  teenagers  presently  in  the 
250-member  congregation  are  black.  The 
church  was  formed  nine  years  ago  by  the 
merger  of  all-black  St.  Andrews  and  all- 
white  Elderslie  UMCs,  neighbor 
churches  in  an  older  suburban  area  of  the 
city.  The  church  continues  to  grow 
adding  members  of  both  races,  Mr. 
Rimbach  said. 

Getting  the  youth  to  participate  is  a 
problem  the  1,800-member  Southside 
UMC  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.  does  not  have. 
In  fact,  the  UMY’F  there  has  tripled  in 
size  in  the  past  one  and  one-half  years, 
according  to  associate  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Bruce.  His  wife,  Debbie,  is 
coordinator  of  youth  assisted  by  eight 
other  volunteers.  The  youth  serve  as 
their  own  “evangelists”  inviting  their 
friends  to  activities. 

They  show  love  and  care  for  each 
other,  Ms.  Bruce  said.  “People  relate 
more  to  people  than  a  program. 

"We  stress  values  in  the  youth 
program,”  she  added.  “We  give  the 
message  that  Christ  has  given  us  and 
then  let  them  make  their  own  decisions.” 
They  have  held  studies  on  such  topics  as 
sexuality  and  drug  abuse,  utilizing  local 
experts  as  resource  persons. 

The  youth  in  this  100-member  group 
participate  in  the  regular  program  of  the 
church  but  also  have  an  extensive 
outreach  and  activity  program  of  their 
own.  They  have  participated  in  service 
projects  at  home  and  in  other  places, 
and  gone  on  retreats  and  trips. 

"The  strength  in  our  group  comes  from 
being  Christ-centered,”  David  Preston, 
president  of  the  senior  high  youth  told 
TM/UMR.  "Because  of  my  involvement 
and  growth  with  the  group,  I’m  now 
better  able  to  make  decisions  and  see 
things  more  clearly,”  he  said. 


Prays  for  hostages 


WASHINGTON  —  President  Carter 
bows  his  head  at  a  prayer  service  in 
Washington  Cathedral  on  Nov.  15,  for 
hostages  being  held  at  the  U.  S.  Embassy 
in  Tehran,  Iran.  The  service  was 
attended  by  families  of  the  hostages  and 
other  government  officials  including 
Vice  President  Walter  F.  Mondale  and 
Secretary  of  State  Cyrus  Vance. 
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Preliminary  report  shows 


Most  clergy  couples  serve 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  A  preliminary 
report  from  a  study  of  clergy  couples  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  indicates 
that  a  large  majority  are  parish  clergy 
Clergy  couples  include  both  husbands 
and  wives  who  are  ordained  ministers. 

The  study,  being  conducted  for  the 
denomination’s  Division  of  Ordained 


Bell  &  Howell 

1580C  Slot-thread 

CRS  PRICE  $795.00 

li«*  *1019.00 

Shipping  prepaid  in  48  states  when 
order  received  with  check. 

United  Methodist  Communications  Council  1214)  7444045 


P.  O.  Box  990 
Dallas,  Tx.  75221 


Ministry  by  Richard  N.  W.  Ruach.  shows 
that  80  percent  of  the  individuals  are 
parish  clergy.  A  vast  majority  of  that 
number  do  not  serve  as  co-pastors.  The 
most  usual  kind  of  appointment  for  a 
clergyperson  who  is  part  of  a  clergy 
couple  is  as  pastor  by  himself/herself  of 
a  single  church. 

Mr  Ruach  is  an  ordained  elder  in  the 
South  Indiana  conference  who  is  working 
on  his  doctorate  in  sociology  at  Indiana 
University. 

A  questionnaire  sent  to  199  clergy 
couples  in  the  denomination  resulted  in 
an  unusually  high  return  rate  of  91  per¬ 
cent.  Of  the  group  responding.  118  met 
the  criteria  necessary  to  be  included  in 
the  study;  both  husband  and  wife  must 
have  completed  seminary  and  have  been 
ordained  deacon  or  elder. 

Other  preliminarv  observations  drawn 
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UM  grandmother  wing  Bible  photo  prize 

CUYAHOGA,  Ohio  —  This  photograph  by  Mrs.  Audrey  Lathrop,  76-year-old  United 
Methodist  grandmother  here  is  titled,  "Light  For  Your  Life  —  The  Bible.”  It  won 
first  prize  in  the  National  Bible  Week  Photography  Contest,  sponsored  by  the 
Laymen’s  National  Bible  Committee  during  the  39th  interfaith  observance  Nov.  18-25. 
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To  ‘test’  UMC  system 

4,300-mile  bike  trip 


By  JUDYELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

SHELBYVILLE,  Ky.  -  A  4,300-mile 
bicycle  trip  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean  has  finally  ended  for 
Grant  Hays  —  a  young  man  who  set  out 
June  10  to  “test”  the  United  Methodist 
connectional  system  by  asking  churches 
along  the  way  to  help  rebuild  his  home 
church  here.  Centenary  UMC,  destroyed 
by  fire  last  December. 

A  total  of  $6,144  has  been  raised  as  a 
result  of  Mr.  Hays’  trip,  with  donations 
still  coming  in,  according  to  the  church’s 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Harold  Hunter. 
Approximately  $4,000  has  been  sent  by 
people  Mr.  Hays  met  on  the  trip,  with  the 
remainder  coming  from  his  family  and 
other  members  and  area  residents  who 
pledged  amounts  of  money  for  each  mile 
he  traveled. 

Mr.  Hays,  a  30-year-old  teacher, 
admitted  he  is  suffering  a  “letdown” 
from  the  trip,  which  included  high  hopes 
built  up  over  days  of  pedaling,  some  days 
as  far  as  115  miles.  “When  you’re  out 
there  on  the  road,  it  gives  you  a  lot  of 
time  to  think  about  the  possibilities,”  he 
said  during  his  trip. 

The  teacher  told  TM/UMR  he  is 
disappointed  that  he  did  not  reach  his 
goal  of  raising  enough  money  to  rebuild 
the  church  and  is  puzzled  as  to  why  the 
trip  did  not  motivate  more  giving  in  the 
areas  he  traveled  and  from  local 
residents.  On  the  other  hand,  he  said  he  is 
“very  glad”  to  be  home  and  appreciative 


parishes 

from  the  study  include: 

•  The  average  age  is  33.  Seventy-five 
percent  of  the  group  are  between  the  age 
of  27  and  36.  a  fairly  narrow  range.  There 
is  less  age  difference  between  husband 
and  wife  than  is  usual  in  the  general 
population. 

•  They  are  mostly  United  Methodist 
trained.  76  percent  having  graduated 
from  UM  seminaries. 

•  The  average  number  of  years  under 
full-time  appointment  since  seminary  is 
4.4  and  the  average  number  of  appoint¬ 
ments  is  two. 

•  Of  the  80  percent  who  serve  as  parish 
clergy.  26  percent  are  pastors  of  single 
churches  by  themselves  and  20  percent 
are  pastors  of  multiple-pdint  charges  by 
themselves.  Fourteen  percent  are  associ¬ 
ate  ministers  in  large  churches,  six 
percent  are  co-pastors  in  a  single  church, 
and  14  percent  are  co-pastors  in  a  multi¬ 
ple  point  charge. 

•  Settings  for  the  parish  appointments 
are:  seven  percent  inner  city:  eight 
percent  downtown:  19  percent  suburban: 
27  percent  small  city  or  town:  and  26 
percent  rural.  Thus  more  than  half  serve 
in  small  city,  town  or  rural  settings. 

•  Average  salaries  were  $10,900  for 
men  and  $9,600  for  women.  Further 
analysis  will  deal  with  the  question  of 
whether  the  discrepancy  in  salary  level 
between  men  and  women  is  the  result  of 
discrimination,  according  to  Mr.  Ruach. 

•  The  group  servea  in  churches  with  an 
average  Sunday  worship  attendance  of 
166. 

•  When  asked  to  rate  their  career 
success  in  relation  to  the  spouse,  two- 
thirds  of  the  respondents  perceived  it  to 
be  equal.  Twenty-six  percent  of  both  men 
and  women  perceived  the  male  to  be 
more  successful,  while  only  five  percent 
of  the  women  and  10  percent  of  the  men 
perceived  the  female  to  be  more  success¬ 
ful 

•  Clergy  coupTes  have  been  married  on 
the  average  of  7.8  years  and  more  than 
half  of  the  couples  have  children  living  at 
home  The  average  number  of  children  is 
1.8. 


of  hometown  people  who  wrote  while  he 
was  on  the  trip.  He  said  he  is  very 
grateful  to  those  he  met  who  accorded 
him  warm  receptions,  pointing  out  he 
was  taken  in  for  the  night  all  but  four 
days  of  his  160-day  bicycle  ride.  After 
reaching  the  Pacific  coast,  he  traveled  by 
other  means  through  parts  of  California, 
flying  back  to  Kentucky  from  San  Diego. 

Upon  arriving  in  California  and  being 
asked  by  the  editor  of  the  Califomia- 
Nevada  UMR  edition  if  he  would  make 
such  a  trip  again,  he  observed,  “Well, 
that’s  a  little  too  much  like  somebody 
asking  me  if  I  would  eat  Thanksgiving 
dinner  again  when  I’m  lying  on  the 
couch.” 

Mr.  Hunter  told  TM/UMR  he  feels  the 
church  has  received  a  “good  response” 
to  Mr.  Hays’  trip,  noting  the  Kentucky 
church  received  many  letters  from 
people  who  met  the  teacher  on  the  trip, 
commending  him  for  his  efforts.  “I  feel 
it’s  been  good.  I  know  Grant  was 
disappointed,  but  I  feel  he’s  done  a  lot  of 
good,  whether  or  not  it  brought  in  all  the 
money  he  anticipated.  It  helped  us  and 
others  across  the  country  to  realize  that 
we  are  a  connectional  system. 

“One  letter  and  donation  we  received 
from  a  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  group  said,  ‘We’re  a  small 
group,  but  we  want  to  share  with  your 
UMYF  group,’ ”  he  said. 

The  church’s  services  and  meetings 
have  continued  in  a  school  and  by  using 
churches  of  other  denominations  while 
members  prepare  to  rebuild.  The  church 
has  raised  $75,000  with  another  $159,756 
pledged.  Insurance  coverage  of  $642,000 
is  also  helping  the  church  move  toward 
its  anticipated  $1.2  million  cost  of  re¬ 
building  the  historical  church  and  obtain¬ 
ing  some  adjoining  land,  he  added. 

Mr.  Hunter  said  he  feels  church 
members  were  generally  excited  about 

Love  Canal 
church  tries 
to  stay  alive 

NIAGARA  FALLS,  N  Y.  (UMC)  - 
How  does  a  church  stay  alive  when  the 
community  around  it  seems  to  be  dying? 

This  is  the  question  that  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  is  trying  to  answer. 
The  400-member  congregation  is  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Love  Canal  area  of 
this  tourist  city  where  toxic  wastes  from 
an  old  chemical  dumping  ground  have 
bubbled  up  into  the  back  yards  of  some 
residents. 

Chemical  vapors  at  times  reached 
levels  of  concentration  which  exceeded 
federal  standards.  State  tests  discovered 
lethal  substances  blocks  from  the  former 
dump  site  area,  and  a  private  survey  of 
residents  in  the  neighborhood  showed 
highly  elevated  levels  of  birth  defects, 
central  nervous  system  disorders, 
respiratory  problems  and  kidney  and 
bladder  disorders.  In  all,  some  800  homes 
and  possibly  2,500  persons  are  affected 
by  the  situation. 

Between  August  and  October  1978.  the 
state  purchased  239  homes  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  area  and  began  remedial 
work  to  remove  the  chemicals. 

For  Wesley  UMC,  located  just  across 
the  street  from  the  evacuated  area,  these 
events  have  resulted  in  a  50  percent 
decrease  in  Sunday  morning  attendance. 
But  the  situation  also  has  been  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  church  to  perform  ministry 
to  the  residents,  according  to  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Stearns. 

“The  church  has  assisted  in  a  number 
of  ways,”  Mr.  Steams  said.  “We  have 
provided  counseling  to  the  residents  and 
space  for  meetings  of  the  Love  Canal 
Homeowners  Association.” 
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Social  action  pledged 
by  India  evangelicals 


MADRAS,  India  (RNS)  —  In  a  state¬ 
ment  of  major  significance,  India’s 
evangelical  Christian  leaders  have 
executed  a  kind  of  theological  about  face, 
committing  themselves  to  specific 
actions  and  programs  to  promote  social 
justice  and  human  rights  in  the  pre¬ 
dominantly  Hindu  nation. 

A  group  of  125  evangelical  leaders, 
meeting  here  recently  in  an  All-India 
Conference  on  Evangelical  Social  Action, 
formally  pledged  themselves  to  “model” 
God’s  “love  and  justice  in  their  econom¬ 
ic,  social  and  political  relationships,  and 
to  be  instruments  of  His  action  in 
society.” 

The  pledge,  enshrined  in  an  1,800-word 
document  entitled  “The  Madras 
Declaration,”  comes  at  a  time  when 
India  is  gripped  by  a  serious  political 
crisis  and  growing  social  unrest. 

India,  for  the  first  time  since  indepen¬ 
dence,  has  been  without  a  sitting  parlia¬ 
ment  since  Aug.  22,  when  President 
Neelam  Sanjiva  Reddy  dissolved  the 
legislative  body  and  called  for  new 
elections  in  the  fall.  The  presidential 
action  followed  the  collapse  of  the 
government  of  Prime  Minister  Charan 
Singh  (Aug.  20),  after  only  24  days  of 
rule.  It  was  the  second  Indian 
government  within  a  five-week  period. 

The  document,  in  its  preamble,  also 
gives  a  summary  description  of  what  it 
calls  the  “unprecedented  dimensions”  of 
the  “social  and  economic  instability 
prevailing  in  our  country,”  alluding  to 
the  massive  injustices  affecting  the 
nation’s  80  million  “untouchables," 
Hinduism’s  lowest  caste,  and  the 
uncounted  millions  of  other  landless 
farmers  and  bonded  workers  mired  in 
debt  slavery.  The  preamble  refers,  in 


concluded 


Grant  Hays 

CAL-NEV  UMC  PHOTO 

Mr.  Hays’  bicycle  trip,  and  called  the 
responses  “very  gratifying.” 

“The  donations  were  srhall,  but  we  had 
a  large  number  of  people  respond,"  he 
said,  noting  donations  have  been 
received  from  35  churches  and  155 
individuals  in  28  states.  “It’s  not  the  bigv 
gifts  from  a  few  people,  but  small  gifts 
from  a  large  number  that  mean  so 
much,”  he  said. 


GIFTS  THAT  GIVE 


Prayer  ,i 
Calendar 


1980  Prayer  Calendar 

Enable  your  friends  lo  join  a  world  -wide  circle 
of  prayer  for  the  work  and  workers  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  with  daily  guid 
ance  from  the  Prayer  Calendar  Included  are 
names  and  addresses  of  missionaries  and 
deaconesses.  US-2's  and  retirees,  plus  a  list¬ 
ing  of  directors  and  staff.  Also  quotations  to 
inspire  and  maps  of  mission-related  areas. 
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Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road 
Cincinnati.  Ohio  45237 

Please  send  me 

-  copies  1980  Prayer  Calendar  @  $2  50 

-  copies  Proclaiming  God's  Grace  and  Glory 
@12  25 

-  Check  enclosed 

-  Bill  me  (A  billing  lee  of  $1  50  will  be  added 
for  orders  unaccompanied  by  paymenl 
Postage  also  added  ) 

—  Total 


-  Zip- 


Board  of  Global  Ministries 
The  United  Methodist  Church 


addition,  to  recent  outbreaks  of 
communal  violence  between  Hindus  and 
Muslims,  the  country's  largest  minority. 

Touching  on  the  well-known  huge  gap 
between  India’s  minority  “haves”  and 
vast  majority  “have-nots”  the  evangeli¬ 
cals  go  on  to  say:  “The  percentage  of  the 
population  living  below  the  poverty  line 
has  risen  from  40  to  60  percent  in  the  last 
six  years.  The  gains  of  development  are 
mainly  benefitting  the  top  10  percent  of 
our  society  who  control  the  Indian  econ¬ 
omy,  while  masses  of  people  are 
shackled  by  abject  poverty.” 

Indicting  themselves,  as  well  as  other 
“religious  leaders  and  gurus”  in  India, 
the  evangelical  leaders  assert  that  they 
“have  failed  to  address  themselves  to  the 
pressing  problems  of  the  masses,"  and 
declare: 

“In  this  context,  we  evangelicals  have 
not  been  sufficiently  compassionate, 
concerned,  or  united  in  our  response, 
mainly  because  we  were  uncertain  about 
the  biblical  basis  for  social  action." 

The  evangelical  leaders  said  that  now 
they  were  convinced  that  they  had  too 
long  taken  a  narrow,  individualistic  view 
of  morality,  identifying  “the  Bible’s  view 
of  sin  only  with  personal,  spiritual,  and 
moral  rebellion  and  wrongdoing,” 
whereas  “the  Bible  witnesses  that  God’s 
action  included  judgment  on  systemic 
evils  like  poverty  and  injustice.  ” 

Confessing  their  failures  of  the  past, 
the  leaders  pledged  to  commit 
themselves  “to  challenge  structures  of 
evil  and  injustice.”  They  said  they  would 
also  “encourage  evangelicals  who  have 
the  potential  for  political  leadership  to  be 
involved  in  the  work  of  feeder  agencies 
such  as  student  unions,  trade  unions,  and 
local  councils,”  and  would  “train  men  of 
integrity  to  become  leaders  who  can  in 
turn  influence  those  in  legislative  and 
executive  bodies.” 

In  making  these  commitments  to 
social  justice,  the  evangelical  leaders 
clearly  rejected  armed  revolution  and 
violence  as  means  to  achieve  social 
change: 

“While  affirming  that  the  church  must 
be  involved  in  bringing  social  justice,  if 
necessary  by  non-violent  resistance,  we 
cannot  accept  that  she  support,  or  have 
partnership  in,  violent  means  to  achieve 
this  end.” 

Keeping  the  evangelical  perspective, 
the  Madras  Declaration  on  evangelical 
social  action  affirmed  in  a  final  remark: 

“We  are  convinced  that  while 
affirming  that  the  church  is  an 
instrument  of  God  in  bringing  His  justice 
into  society,  we  cannot  accept  that  social 
action  in  itself  will  liberate  individuals 
and  systems  from  sin,”  or  that  “social 
action  is  the  only  and  entire  mission  of 
the  church.” 


“Thank  You,  Jesus’ 


These  words  were  spoken  softly 
during  a  child’s  prayer  one  evening. 
She  had  just  learned  about  her 
sponsor  that  day.  She  did  not  forget 
to  mention  her  thankfulness  to  Jesus 
that  night  before  going  to  sleep. 

ENID,  the  little  girl  pictured 
above,  has  no  sponsor.  We  accepted 
her  into  the  orphanage,  promising 
the  superintendent  we  would  seek 
one  for  her. 

A  sponsor  is  a  very  special  person 
to  a  child  who  is  hungry,  in  need  of 
clothing  and  an  education.  The 
sponsor  provides  these  needs  for 
only  $10  a  month  and  the  donation 
given  through  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  is  tax-deductible. 
And,  more  good  news  in  these 
inflationary  times  —  88%  of  all  funds 
received  in  1978  were  sent  on  for  the 
children.  An  audit  is  available  upon 
request. 

Wouldn’t  you  like  to  sponsor  Enid 
or  another  deserving  child? 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC. 
would  send  you  the  child’s  history, 
picture,  name  and  address.  You 
may  write  to  the  child  if  you  wish 
and  begin  a  real  one-to-one 
relationship  with  “your”  special 
child.  No  contracts  are  signed  with 
WCI,  a  Christian  organization 
founded  in  1965. 

What  joy  you  could  bring  to  the 
heart  of  one  of  these  youngsters! 
And  what  better  way  for  you  to  say, 
“Thank  you,  Jesus,”  for  all  the 
blessings  He  had  given  you. 

Children  are  available  in:  India, 
Japan,  Taiwan  and  the  Philippines. 
Please  write: 


■>// j  rAAdr* 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 

the  need  is  greatest _ 

I  prefer  a  child  in _ 

Enclosed  is  payment  for  first 

month  _ 

For  full  year _ 

Name  _ _ _ 


Street  _ 

City _ 


Slate  and  Zip _ _ _ 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  A  Ivey.  Director.  P.O. 
Box  2979.  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  33880 
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GIFTS  OF 
CARING 


By  Willie  Prophit  Like  all  large 
churches.  Ingleside  has  a  number  of 
diverse  programs  that  support  various 
causes.  But.  in  a  class  all  it  own  is  Sing  & 
Sew  which  started  in  1975  and  dotes 
entirely  on  brightening  the  jaded  and 
sometime  desolate,  despondent  life  of 
nursing  home  patients.  No  mere  show  of 
words  and  talk  here.  They  demonstrate 
their  concern  through  action;  a  warn  hug 
and  attentive  ear  and  affectionate  pat.  a 
strong  arm  to  lean  on  and  words  of 
encouragement  constantly  flowing  from 
the  “specialist”  and  “Jills-of-all- 
trades,”  Elsie  Blanche,  Connie,  Mary 
Clare,  Bobbie,  and  others. 

A  local  psychiatarist  noted  a  marked 
improvement  in  one  of  his  nursing  home 
patients  four  years  ago.  after  she  began 
to  participate  in  Ingleside's  Wednesday 
morning  DMA  (Felicitous  Acronym  for 
“Don’t  Mention  Age”)  Group.  The 
doctor  suggested  a  similar  group 
exclusively  for  ambulatory  residents  of 
nursing  homes. 

Dot  and  Thelma  “had  a  talk  with  God" 
and  caught  positive  vibration.  Seed 
money  from  DMA  generated  heavy 
donations  from  the  start.  With 
dedication,  they  formulated  a  Thursday 
morning  interdenominational  program 
of  entertainment,  handcrafts,  devotion¬ 
al,  refreshments,  service  and  caring 
fellowship.  A  contest  was  held  among  the 
20  charter  members  for  a  label.  “Sing  & 
Sew”  was  swept  in  by  a  landslide.  A  clear 
case  of  Women's  Lib!  Upshot:  some  of 
the  outnumbered,  but  intrepid,  males 
have  learned  under  the  expert  tutelage  of 
Kitty.  Julie  and  Helen  to  quilt  or  do 
needle  point.  For  those  who  don’t  cotton 
to  the  needle,  there  is  decoupage. 
ceramics,  flower-making  and  a  heap  of 
singing  and  handclappin’ 

Of  several  pianist  in  the  group,  Mimi 
rates  toplfflliirg  Her  piano  harkens  bade 
to  the  palmy  days  of  th?  sjjgpt  movies 
when  Mimi  played  at  the  now  defunct 
Rialto  Theatre  in  Hammond.  Finding 
herself  out  of  a  job  when  the  talkies  hit 
the  screen,  Mimi  signed  on  with  a  small 
dance  band  in  the  community  —  all  of 


which  adds  up  to  some  jazzy  music. 

Like  any  artist.  Mimi  has  her  petulant 
moments,  but  says  Thelma  in 
admiration,  “Just  hum  or  whistle  a  tune 
and  Mimi  will  give  a  lively  rendition." 
She  says,  “Mimi  considers  our  piano 
HER  piano-she  loves  it!”  When  the  star 
performer  is  absent,  the  piano  is  kept 
warm  by  Joan,  Bobbie,  Elsie  or  93-year- 
yound  Kate  who  keep  the  rafters  ringing 
while  needles  are  clacking,  jig-saw 
puzzles  being  pieced  together,  dominoes 
being  placed  back-to-back,  or  tongues 
are  wagging. 

At  the  outset,  the  volunteers  had  to 
provide  transportation  in  their  private 
automobles.  “But  some  who  had  been 
delivering  Meals  on  Wheels  went  crying 
to  Ann  Draper."  Pretty  soon  a  Council  on 
Aging  bus  was  pressed  into  shuttle 
service  to  and  from  nursing  homes, 
requiring  up  to  ten  round  trips.  A  few 
guests  still  require  private  chauffering  by 
“cheerful  Paul”  but  most  look  to  the 
courteous  assistance  of  COA  Driver, 
“Mr.  Little.” 

One  of  their  regular  callers,  a  Baptist 
lady  who  cannot  attend  church  because 
of  a  severe  curvature  of  the  spine,  none 
the  less  gave  Sing  &  Sew  a  generous  sum 
in  memory  of  her  deceased  sister.  Says 
this  very  sick  lady.  “Sing  &  Sew  is  my 
medicine.  I  get  so  much  loving  attention 
from  everyone,  it  keeps  me  going  from 
Thursday  to  Thursday.” 

A  special  project  like  the  Alice  send-off 
need  only  be  mentioned  in  the  weekly 
church  news  letter  for  folks  to  open  their 
hearts  and  wallets  with  gusto.  Contri¬ 
butions  totaled  enough  in  two  weeks  jiot 
only  to  purchase  a  one  way  airline  ticket 
to  California,  but  also  a  pair  of  new 
shoes,  slippers,  and  a  pajama-robe 
assemble  for  the  guest  of  honor.  The 
remainder  was  converted  into  travelers' 
’checks.  Says  Dot.  almost  in  disblief.  “We 
simply  do  not  have  any  worries,  financial 
or  otherwise.  God  supplies  all  our 
needs.” 

Sing  &  Sew  takes  time  to  be  holy.  Early 
on.  a  loud  speaker  became  necessary  so 
that  all  might  participate  in  the  ten 


LUM  subsc.  SQUYRES  UMC 


o'clock  devotionals  (which  one 
disgruntled  male  “doesn’t  see  no  need 
for.”  but  which  the  workers  good- 
naturedly  ignore).  It  was  “donations  as 
usual."  but  a  church  group  picked  up  the 
tab. 

Word  went  out  in  the  news  letter 
another  week  telling  of  the  need  for  an 
electric  razor  for  a  male  guest.  Talley:  4 
razors!  On  a  number  of  occasions, 
clothing,  wheelchairs,  walking  canes, 
eye  glasses  (courtesy  of  the  Lions  Club), 
medication  have  been  given  to  those  in 
need. 

Sing  &  Sew  workers  extend  their  ferver 
beyond  life.  A  male  guest  who  had  come 
regularly  in  his  wheelchair,  had  spent  his 
last  years  on  earth  cared  for  only  by  the 
nursing  home  staff  and  church  group. 
When  the  end  came,  the  minister  was 
called.  Coupled  with  the  response  of  the 
funeral  home  that  held  the  small  burial 
policy,  the  forgotten  father  was  given  a 
Christian  burial  with  dignity.  Although 
paralyzed  and  64  years  old,  Wally  had 
become  so  expert  at  needle  point  that  the 
rug  he  had  completed  at  Sing  &  Sew  now 
graces  the  room  of  his  special  friend. 
Aline. 

Forty-eight  Thursday  mornings  a  year 
between  40  and  50  guests  tumble  out  of 
buses  and  autos  to  find  the  latch  string 
out  and  the  coffee  pot  merrily  gurggling. 
The  earlier  workers  have  already  had 
their  “quiet  time  of  prayer”  and  the  first 
arrivals  are  helped  from  the  bus  by  8:45 
a  m  Cookies  or  homemade  cake  is 
regularly  served,  but  other  goodies 
concocted  by  K  P.  specialist  Gladys. 
Tillie  and  Dot  S..  might  include 
homemade  ice  cream,  sandwiches, 
donuts,  breakfast  rolls,  or  chips  and  dips. 
The  popping  of  com  is  a  special  delight, 
enjoyed  frequently.  Handcrafts 
materials  have  been  set  out,  too.  for 
those  vvTro'*can  start  without  guidance. 
One  dear  lady  felt  so  ill-equipped,  she 
used  to  bring  a  coloring  book.  No  more. 
She  has  long  since  graduated  to  needle 
point  and  needle  craft. 

Meanwhile,  folks  at  Ingleside  stoutly 
proclaim:  “Gifts  of  Caring  Beget 
Positive  Vibes.” 


time  coming 

On  December  27th,  packets  will  be 
mailed  to  ministers  who  are  serving 
churches  with  information  about  the 
LUM  Subscription  Campaign 
Subscriptions  will  be  taken  during  the 
week  of  January  27th  through  February 
3rd.  a  bit  later  than  usual.  This  is  done  to 
get  beyond  some  of  the  frantic  rush  of 
closing  the  fiscal  year,  audits,  etc. 

Cost  of  individual  subscriptions  will  be 
$4.00:  but  the  “All  Family  Plan”  will 
remain  at  $3.00.  A  new  feature:  Churches 
that  reach  150%  of  their  quota  will  be 
charged  only  $3.50  per  subscription.  This 
will  allow  youth  groups  or  other 
organizations  to  handle  the  local  church 
campaign  in  return  for  retaining  the 
additional  50c. 

The  campaign  will  last  ONE  Week.  We 
are  using  the  slogan  which  Ewing 
Wayland  used  to  quote:  “You  work  for  us 
this  one  week,  and  we  will  work  for  you 
the  rest  of  the  year!  " 


Ministers’ 
Emergency 
Fund 


f  Ministers  of  the  conference 
are  reminded  that  the 
Ministers’  Emergency  Fund 
should  be  paid  before  the  end 
raj  of  the  fiscal  year.  This  is  a 
"brotherhood  fund."  designed 
a<  V  to  help  ministers  and/or  their 
T)  %  families  when  there  is  great 

fneed  or  unexpected 
emergencies.  The  amount  to 
be  paid  is  based  on  1/2  of  1%  of 
the  pastor’s  base  salary  (not 
Vr  including  the  amount  for 
travel  or  utility  allowances), 
full  amount  should  be  sent 
^  to  the  Office  of  Financial 
M  Affairs.  P.  O.  Box  3057,  Baton 
Mh  Rouge  70821. 


One  of  the  newly-formed  churches  in 
the  conference  is  Squyres  UMC.  named 
in  honor  of  Dr.  Rex  Squyres. 

Members  come  from  a  large  area  in 
south  Beauregard  Parish,  where  there  is 
no  other  United  Methodist  Church;  and 
for  several  years  they  have  held  church 
services  and  Sunday  School  in  the  old 
Raglev  school.  Rev.  Nathan  Avant  was 
the  Pastor  the  first  year  of  the  church's 
existence;  Rev  Donald  Risinger  is  the 


Pastor  now  Last  year  the  Squyres 
church  was  recipient  of  one  of  the  Bob 
Lay  1000  Club  calls.  When  all  of  the 
districts  had  reported  the  church 
received  $17,941.50  to  help  with  the  new 
church  building. 

Property  has  been  purchased  on  Hwy 
171.  2  miles  north  of  the  intersection  with 
Hwy  190  Members  of  the  church  report 
that  they  expect  to  have  plans  drawrn  and 
a  building  underway  very  soon. 


From  1.  to  r. :  Rev.  Donald  Risinger,  Pastor;  Dr.  Rex 
Squyres;  Paul  C.  Hoffpauir,  Jr.;  Mrs.  Trueman  Collins; 
Trueman  Collins;  Lerrol  Deshotels,  Attorney;  Melvin 
Manuel,  Seller;  and  Kenneth  Ingles.  Rev.  Risinger  is  signing 
the  papers  for  the  purchase  of  5  acres  of  land  for  a  nev 
church.  Members  of  the  congregation  wish  to  express  great 
appreciation  for  the  $17,941.50  check  from  the  Bob  Lay  1000 
Club  Members. 

Bd.  Of  Diaconal  Ministry 
Votes  To  Link  Ordination 


Shown  above  are  some  of  the  members  of  the  Youth  Clown 
Ministry  from  Southside  UMC  in  Monroe.  These  clowns  made  pine 
cone  turkeys  for  each  room  in  the  Riverside  Nursing  Home  and 
presented  the  Senior  Citizens  with  candy  for  “Thanksgiving  Treat." 
The  clowns  visit  this  nursing  home  every  month  with  a  handshake 
and  a  smile.  Mrs.  Betty  Swanson  is  their  Dirdctor. 


Around  The 
Conference 


BATON  ROUGE  —  The  second  annual 
“Messiah”  Sing-In  will  be  held  at  First 
UMC  on  Sunday,  December  9th.  Singers 
will  be  seated  in  the  downstairs  of  the 
sanctuary  and  auditors  (listeners)  will 
be  seated  in  the  balcony.  Directors  from 
throughout  the  City  of  Baton  Rouge  and 
organist  from  various  churches  will 
participate  in  the  Sing-In,  as  “anyone 
who  has  ever  sung  the  Messiah"  is 
invited  to  participate. 

SHREVEPORT  -  Bishop  J  Kenneth 
Shamblin  preached  the  traditional 
Thanksgiving  sendee  at  First  UMC  on 
Thanksgiving  morning.  The  service  also 
included  a  Litany  of  Thanksgiving  which 
was  lead  by  Dr  Harvey  Williamson,  and 
special  music  by  the  Chancel  and  Chapel 
Choirs. 

MINDEN  —  Members  of  the 
congregation  at  First  UMC  were  given  a 
special  treat  when  Dr.  Ed  Kilbourne, 
father  of  Kent  Kilbourne,  Associate 
Minister  of  the  church,  brought  the  latest 
mission  news  about  China.  The  church 
bullentin  also  announced  that  Bishop 
Chess  Lovem  will  conduct  a  three-day 
Advent  Preaching  Mission. 

OPELOUSUS  —  Members  of  the 
church  participated  in  a  Christmas  Craft 
Coffee  in  which  persons  shared  ideas 
with  each  other  and  talked  together 
about  making  Christmas  crafts. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Dr  W  T  Handy 
preached  the  Ecumenical  Thanksgiving 
Service  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
University  UMC.  Other  participants 
were:  Rev.  Willie  Miles  (Operation 
Hope).  Lee  Nichols  (University 
Presbyterian).  George  Haile  (University 
Baptist)  and  Dr.  Lamar  Smith.  Pastor. 

JACKSONVILLE.  FLA.  -  We 
received  a  note  from  Rev.  O.  C. 
Stapleton  He  is  almost  82:  and  he  says 
he  and  his  wife  are  active  physically 
mentally  and  spiritually  Rev.  Stapleton 
and  his  wife.  Esther,  ask  that  you 
remember  them  in  your  prayers. 

PONCHATOULA  -  The  annual 
community  Thanksgiving  service  was 
held  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Ponchatoula.  with  Rev  Robert  L  Potter 
as  the  speaker. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  The  XYZ  Club  of 
First  UMC  held  their  annual  bazaar. 
Margie  Hughes  tells  us  the  gymnasium 


was  transformed  into  one  giant  gift  shop, 
featuring  all  types  of  crocheted  and 
knitted  goods,  quilts,  ceramics,  straw 
items,  woven  goods,  etc.  There  was  a 
Country  Store,  “complete  with  dill 
pickles  and  popcorn,”  a  children’s  room 
and  all  kinds  of  other  good  sounding 
things.  In  case  you  ain’t  guessed.  XYZ 
stands  for  ‘Xtra  Years  of  Zest." 

HAYNESVILLE  —  A  recent  bulletin 
of  the  church  paid  tribute  to  Mrs.  Ola 
Taylor.  For  “around"  40  years,  parents 
of  each  child  born  in  that  congregation 
found  a  rosebud  and  a  small  vase  on  the 
pulpit,  with  a  prayerful  note  attached.  It 
was  for  them  and  the  child  ,  and  this  was 
done  by  Mrs.  Taylor  to  express  hope  and 
promise  in  each  child  and  the  love  and 
support  of  the  congregation.  Also  Gladys 
Birdwell  began  the  church  Cradle  Roll. 
She  took  a  certificate  and  specially  made 
bunny  rabbit  to  each  child,  reminding 
parents  of  their  responsibility  to  bring  up 
the  child  in  the  life  of  the  church  We 
were  reminded  by  this  tribute  of  many 
years  of  loving  service  given  by  two 
persons  to  the  church:  and  we  thought  of 
countless  others  who  have  done  the 
same. 

LAKE  CHARLES  -  The  United 
Methodist  Men  of  University  UMC  are 
sponsoring  their  first  city  wide  Christian 
Prayer  Breakfast  tomorrow  at  the 
McNeese  State  University  cafeteria. 
Main  speaker  for  this  first  annual  event 
is  Coach  Johnny  Buck  of  Kinder  High 
School,  an  active  United  Methodist 
Layman 


Notice 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Sham¬ 
blin  has  moved  his  office  to 
Baton  Rouge.  Mail  should  be 
sent  to  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton 
Rouge  70821.  Telephone  calls 
should  now  be  made  to  504/ 
927-7820. 


And  Consecration 


Don  McDowell  —  The  Board  of 
Diaconal  Ministry  heard  a  report  from 
Joaquin  Garcia  concerning  two  pieces  of 
proposed  legislation  to  General 
Conference.  One  report  is  being 
submitted  by  a  Committee  to  Study  the 
Diaconal  Ministry,  and  the  other  report 
is  coming  from  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

The  conference  Board  of  Diaconal 
Ministry  voted  to  support  the  report  from 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry:  but  it  also  voted  to  send 
petitions  to  General  Conference 
requesting  two  changes  in  that  report 

The  report  is  recomending  that 
Methodist  Education  Funds  “may"  be 
used  for  persons  in  diaconal  careers, 
however  the  Conference  Board  voted  to 
request  an  amendment  which  would 


require  that  MEF  be  shared  with  persons 
in  diaconal  careers 

Another  portion  of  the  report  says  that 
the  Ordination  Serv  ice  for  clergy  and  the 
Consecration  Service  for  diaconal 
ministers  “may”  be  combined.  The 
Board  is  petitioning  General  Conference 
to  require  such  a  combination 

In  another  step,  the  Conference  Board 
of  Diaconal  Ministry  voted  to 
recommend  that  the  Louisiana 
delegation  support  the  report  coming 
from  the  BHEM 

Four  years  ago.  General  Conference 
created  the  Diaconal  Ministry,  and  it  is 
the  belief  of  the  Conference  Board  that 
this  piece  of  legislation  will  clarify  some 
of  the  points  concerning  diaconal 
ministry 


Laity  To  Meet 


The  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity  will 
meet  in  Pineville  on  Saturday.  December 
8th  The  meeting  is  called  for  First  UMC. 

In  announcing  the  meeting.  Dr 
Matheny,  Conference  Lay  Leader,  said 
that  committees  are  to  convene  at  10:30 
a  m  The  full  Board  is  to  meet  in  the 


afternoon,  beginning  at  1 : 30  p.m. 

Well-known  projects  of  this  Board  are 
the  Bob  Lay  1000  Club;  the  Howard 
Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  program: 
Lay  Speaking  programs:  the  Lay 
Retreat;  and  United  Methodist  Mens 
groups. 


The  United  Methodist  men  of  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
sponsored  the  laying  of  the  church’s  cornerstone.  Prince  Hall 
Masons  of  Louisiana  conducted  the  ceremony  and  Dr. 
Edward  Kennedy,  Jr.,  former  Pastor  preached.  Pictured 
above,  1.  to  r.:  Julius  Jefferson,  Pres.  UMM;  Dr.  W.  D. 
Boddie,  NOS  District  Supt.  (who  conducted  the  church 
ceremony);  Grand  Master  Earl  Bradford  (who  did  the 
Masonic  ceremony);  Rev.  Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr.,  Pastor; 
and  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington. 
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Moral  decline,  the  Ayatollah  Khomeini 
and  our  need  for  ‘recovery  of  the  sacred’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Persons  who  stay  abreast  of  world 
events  and  societal  trends  may 
.  legitimately  be  tempted  to  feel  despair 
regarding  the  future  of  human  life  on 
planet  earth.  We  are  constantly 
;  bombarded  by  disillusioning  reports 
about  the  fruits  of  our  civilization  which 
secularists,  nevertheless,  tell  us  has 
"come  of  age"  —  no  longer  believing  in 
the  reality  and  presence  of  God.  nor 
fearing  His  judgment. 

Crime  of  all  types  is  rampant. 
Economic  conditions  are  chaotic.  Many 
people  are  starving  while  many  others 
are  overstuffed.  Government  more  often 
than  not  appears  ineffective.  Religious 
faith  and  influence  are  waning.  And  the 
dominant  ethical  attitude  of  our  time 
appears  to  be.  not  the  Golden  Rule,  but 
"do  your  own  thing  and  don’t  be  bothered 
by  how  it  affects  anyone  else.” 

The  absurdity  of  so  much  of  life  as  we 
know  it  today  is  starkly  illustrated  by 
recent  events  in  Iran.  A  fanatical 
religious  leader,  who  is  justifiably 
enraged  by  the  effects  of  imported 
Western  materialism  and  greed,  has 
spawned  an  irrational  revolution  which 
is  daily  increasing  the  likelihood  of  total 
anarchy,  with  untold  suffering 
consequently  spreading  from  Iran  across 
the  globe.  The  Ayatollah  Khomeini’s 
vengeful  sanction  of  the  unlawful  holding 
of  American  hostages  in  the  US. 
embassy  in  Tehran,  and  his  seemingly 
oblivious  attitude  toward  worldwide 
expressions  of  disapproval  of  this  tactic, 
threaten  the  peace  and  political  and 
economic  well-being  of  the  entire  world, 
and  can  only  serve  to  make  a  devastating 
case  against  religious  faith  in  the  mind  of 
an  already  skeptical  world. 

Lest  American  Christians  succumb  to 
the  view  that  such  senseless  tyranny  in 
the  name  of  religion  is  limited  to  a  few 
fanatical  Moslems,  it  should  be  recalled 
that  at  this  time  last  year,  the  world  was 
reeling  from  the  mass  murder/suicide  of 
the  People’s  Temple  cult  of  Christianity 
in  Jonestown,  Guyana.  History  has  shown 
that  religious  fanatics,  when  allowed  to 
assume  temporal  power,  can  create  de¬ 
grees  of  human  suffering  in  the  name  of 
God  which  is  equal  to,  and  often  worse 
than,  that  inflicted  by  any  secular  tyrant. 

Against  this  gloomy  picture  of  human 
civilization  today,  a  small  but  hopeful 
sign  emerged  last  month  as  a  diverse 
group  of  Christians  gathered  on  the 
.campus  of  the  University  of  Notre  Dame 
to  discuss  "the  loss  and  recovery  of  the 
sacred”  (seeTM/UMR,  Nov.  16). 

It  was  the  consensus  of  this  group  that 
human  beings  possess  an  inherent  need 
for  a  sense  of  relationship  with  God,  and 
this  need  can  be  neither  eliminated  nor 
fulfilled  by  human  devices  alone. 
Although  much  of  Western  civilization 
has  declared  itself  free  from  the  claims 
of  God  and  religion,  it  has  created  new 
forms  of  enslavement  in  its  empty  own 
claims  of  human  self-sufficiency  and  the 
myriad  of  ultimately  unsatisfying  forms' 
of  "self-salvation"  it  offers. 

The  group  meeting  at  Notre  Dame  con¬ 
tends — and  we  agree — that  the  growing 
moral  decadence  observable  today  is  a 


direct  result  of  society’s  loss  of  a  sense  of 
the  reality  and  presence  of  God,  and  the 
consequent  loss  of  a  sense  of  divine  im¬ 
perative  for  holy  living.  A  moral  social 
order  is  possible  in  this  world  only  when 
people  recognize  that  they  are  account¬ 
able  to  God  for  the  way  they  live  and  re¬ 
late  to  each  other.  When  accountability  to 
God  is  rejected,  the  processes  of  indivi¬ 
dual  and  social  destruction  begin. 

With  respect  to  this  analysis,  the 
Ayatollah  Khomeini  is  not  altogether  off- 
target.  He  has  rightly  recognized  the 
godlessness  and  decadence  of  many  of 
the  human  values  which  permeate 
Western  culture  today.  He  is  mistaken, 
however,  in  his  blanket  denunciation  of 
Western  values  and  technology  as 
"Satanic."  and  he  is  equally  as  godless 
and  decadent  in  the  means  he  has 
introduced  to  combat  them. 

The  group  meeting  at  Notre  Dame 
confessed  that  Christian  churches 
themselves  bear  a  substantial  burden  of 
responsibility  for  "the  loss  of  the  sacred" 
in  the  world  today  —  both  by  their 
accommodation  to  God-denving  values 
and  by  their  failures  faithfully  to  act  out 
the  faith  they  profess.  And  the  return  to 
any  type  of  authoritarian,  humanly 
designated  "sacred  order"  —  such  as 
that  Mr  Khomeini  is  trying  to  institute  — 
was  explicitly  rejected  "What  we  hope 
for.  instead,  is  a  renewed  awareness  of 
God’s  own  Kingdom  as  the  rule  of 
righteousness  in  the  world." 

If  human  life  on  our  planet  is  to  reverse 
its  march  toward  eventual  self- 
destruction.  according  to  the  Notre 
Dame  group's  declaration,  "the  first 
order  of  business  of  Christians  is  to 
recover  our  own  ‘sacred  center’:  the 
Holy  God  as  the  focus  of  all  worship,  the 
faithful  appropriation  of  the  whole  of 
Holy  Scripture,  as  well  as  the  recovery 
for  our  heritage  of  Christian  wisdom  with 
respect  to  the  mystery  of  salvation." 
This  means  the  church  must  rediscover 
that  God’s  gift  of  salvation  (justification) 
is  offered  to  persons  solely  by  their 
profession  of  faith  in  Christ.  However, 
a  necessary  consequence  of  professing 
one’s  faith  is  sanctification  —  which  is 
Christian  maturation  into  what  it  means 
to  be  fully  human.  "We  must  seek  to 
become  personally  aware  of  and  respon¬ 
sive  to  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  lives 
and  in  human  history,  and  so  to  walk  in 
the  power  of  the  Spirit  that  we  may  be 
always  in  the  process  of  being  re-formed 
after  the  likeness  of  Christ  in  both  our 
convictions  and  praxis,  in  both  the 
churches  and  the  world." 

Life  and  society  as  we  know  it  today 
suggest  that  the  short-term  odds  are  not 
favorable  for  such  a  “recovery  of  the 
sacred"  to  occur  in  our  time.  But  the 
human  odds  also  were  heavily  weighted 
against  Moses,  against  Jesus,  and 
against  Paul  and  other  early  Christian 
leaders.  The  power  of  God  in  the  life  of  an 
individual  or  group  can  change  the  odds 
from  hopeless  to  promising,  and  change 
one’s  perspective  from  that  of  despair  to 
that  of  hope. 

We  dare  to  hope  that  something  like  the 
following  message  from  the  group  which 


‘No’  to  bigotry  against  Iranians 


Few  events  in  recent  history  have 
stirred  the  emotions  of  Americans  quite 
like  the  seizure  of  the  U.S.  embassy  in 
Iran,  and  the  use  of  its  occupants  as 
hostages  ( see  preceding  editorial ) 

The  government-sanctioned  use  of 
foreign  diplomatic  personnel  as  hostages 
is  a  violation  of  both  international  law 
and  basic  human  decency  which  the 
entire  civilized  world  rightly  deplores. 
Americans  cannot  be  faulted  for  an 
indignant  reaction  to  this  occurrence, 
and  our  governmental  leaders  are  to  be 
commended  both  for  their  efforts  to  use 
diplomacy  to  achieve  release  of  the 
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hostages,  and  their  firm  resolve  not  to 
bow  to  terrorist  blackmail. 

At  the  same  time,  much  of  the  growing 
reaction  of  private  American  citizens  to 
this  situation  is  anything  but 
commendable.  Many  forms  of  reaction 
now  taking  place  are,  in  their  own  way, 
as  evil  as  the  actions  perpetrated  against 
those  being  held  hostage  by  the  forces  of 
the  Ayatollah  Khomeini 
In  a  way  not  unlike  the  persecution  of 
innocent  Japanese- American  families 
during  World  War  II.  some  Iranian 
families  and  individuals  in  the  United 
States  have  already  been  subjected  to 
mindless  abuse  in  the  name  of  American 
nationalism.  Such  abuses  have  included. 
Instances  where  persons  of  Iranian  des¬ 
cent  have  been  fired  from  their  jobs  or 
expelled  from  colleges  simply  because  of 
their  nationality;  physical  assaults  and 
death  threats;  and  destructive  harrass- 
ment  of  Iranian  families,  including  the 
burning  of  their  homes  and  businesses. 

We  join  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  in  its  recent  call  for  an  end  to 
such  abuses. 

It  is  gross  hypocrisy  to  express  our 
anger  over  the  way  some  innocent 
Americans  are  being  abused  by  some 
Iranians  by  abusing  innocent  Iranians  in 
the  United  States. 

Christians  and  Christian  institutions 
should  always  be  counted  with  those  who 
oppose  such  bigotry  Each  of  us  must 
speak  up  in  our  local  communities 
wherever  it  appears,  regardless  of  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  couched.  Bigotry 
cannot  be  justified  by  calling  it 
"nationalism,"  whether  it  takes  place  in 
Iran  or  in  the  United  States. 

When  savJ  tie  ...  ? 

By  GORDAN PRATT  BAKER 
Glen  Burnie,  Maryland 
Today  I  pushed  my  chair  aw-ay 
From  tables  overspread 
And  took  my  ease,  while  overseas 
Men  died  for  want  of  bread. 

I  read  my  paper  by  the  fire 
That  cheered  my  cozy  room 
And  never  thought  how  coldness  wrought 
Of  distant  homes  a  tomb. 

I  kissed  my  little  ones  goodnight 
And  held  them  passing  fair 
And  so  forgot  the  ragged  lot 
Who  have  no  one  to  care. 

Perhaps  tomorrow  when  I  rise 
As  always.  I’ll  complain 
That  money’s  tight  and  nothing’s  right 
—And  hunger  cries  in  vain! 


gathered  at  Notre  Dame  might  issue 
forth  from  United  Methodism’s  198ft 
General  Conference,  and  thereafter 
become  imbedded  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  our  church’s  members,  with 
subsequent  revolutionary  rippling 
effects  across  the  face  of  the  globe: 

"The  loss  (of  the  sacred)  is  the  vanity 
of  a  rebel  race;  its  judgment  is  the 
eclipse  of  hope  and  the  fractures  of 
personal  and  social  wholeness;  the 
wages  of  sin  is  death.  The  recovery  is  a 
church  whose  salt  regains  its  savor 
through  quickening  prayer,  fidelity  to  the 
Word  of  God,  a  passionate  commitment 
to  works  of  mercy  and  justice,  carrying 
out  its  mission  by  the  way  of  the  cross. 
And  recovery  is  a  world  which  in  its  turn, 
and  in  its  own  way,  lives  its  life  before 
the  face  of  God,  doing  justly,  living 
mercy,  and  walking  humbly. 

"The  societies  in  which  we  live,  sacral 
or  secular,  remain  always  in  the  hands  of 
the  living  God.  Whenever  the  times, 
whether  dusk  or  dawn,  the  world  moves 
surely  and  certainly  toward  that  Great 
Day  when  all  the  shadows  pass  and  grace 
turns  to  glory.  We  raise  our  eyes  to  that 
vision,  looking  for  signs  of  its  appearing, 
walking  in  its  light,  and  praying:  "Come 
Holy  Spirit,  enlighten  and  enflame; 
Come  Lord  Jesus,  renew  and  redeem’.’’ 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


THANKS  FOB.  YOUR 
VISIT,  BUT  I  DON'T 
LIKE  THE  TfAOHEf 
OR  THE  PfOPLE 
IN  THE  CLASS 

IT'S  FULL  OF 
SNOBS  ANP  CHEATS 
ANP  I  WOULDN'T 
BE  CALim  PEAP 
WITH  THfM 

Vi 

— 

\  yXA 

\wP2L. 

WEIL,  IF  YOU 
REALLY  DORT  /KTEHP 
TO  COME  BACK, 
MAYBE  YOU'D  LIKE 
FOR  US  To  TAKE 
YOU  OFF  THE  ROIL 

T- -  -""I 

TAKE  Mf  OFF  THE 
POLL?  LOOK-  I’VE 
60T  AS  MUCH 
RI6HT  TO  BiON 
THE  ROLL  AS 

you  have/ 

mx 

my 

re I  a  0r\  i , 

V 

I  nil 

Hi 

DECEMBER?.  1979 


Here  I  Stand 

Parish  credit  union: 
a  way  to  show  love 


Some  prominent  non-Christian  in  the 
first  century  was  impelled  to  say.  "See 
how  the  Christians  love  each  other!” 
Have  you  heard  anyone  in  your 
community  making  a  similar  comment 
because  he  observed  the  remarkable 
manner  in  which  helpful  and  systematic 
cooperation  was  being  practiced  among 
members  of  your  congregation? 

In  the  early  days  of  one  denomination, 
provision  was  made  for  regular  practice 
of  caring  about  each  other.  Each  male 
member  was  assigned  to  a  group  of 
twelve  which  met  weekly  in  the  home  of  a 
member.  Obviously,  they  came  to  know 
each  other  very  well  and  also  helped 
each  other  understand  the  needs  of 
others  and  of  their  community.  This  type 
of  systematic  aid  and  encouragement  is 
still  practiced,  but  mainly  outside  the 
church  rather  than  within  it.  This  is 
illustrated  by  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 
weight  control  groups  and  in  any  area 
where  there  is  deep  concern  about 
securing  superior  results. 

Money  problems  head  the  list  of 
frustrating  personal  problems  according 
to  a  Harris  survey.  An  outstanding 
example  of  service  to  those  with  severe 
financial  need  is  provided  by  the  Hebrew 
Free  Loan  Association.  It  has  been 
functioning  for  81  years.  Their  services 


are  available  to 
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Why  isn  k  our  worship  more  exciting ? 


To  the  Editor 

I  am  a  16-vear-old  youth  who  attends  a 
United  Methodist  Church  regularly. 
Every  Sunday  I  am  bothered  with  what  I 
see.  First  of  all  there  are  lots  of  empty 
pews.  But  worse  than  that  is  the  fact  that 
so  many  of  the  people  who  are  in  church 
seem  to  take  so  little  interest  in  what  is 
happening.  It  sometimes  seems  that  the 
choir  and  a  few  people  in  the  con¬ 
gregation  are  the  only  ones  singing. 

I  have  heard  that  this  is  a  problem  in 
many  other  churches  besides  my  own.  It 
is  almost  like  people  come  to  church  out 
of  habit  or  ritual  instead  of  to  worship  the 
Lord. 

I  believe  the  older  generation  has  a 
responsibility  of  sharing  their  faith  with 
the  younger  generation.  When  adults 
fail  to  participate  in  a  worship  service, 
they  are  not  setting  a  very  good  example 
for  youth.  How  are  youth  supposed  to  get 
excited  about  something  which  many 
adults  don't  get  excited  about? 

Thanks  for  listening  to  me.  I  would  ap¬ 
preciate  hearing  how  others,  both  youth 
and  adults,  feel  about  this. 

Steve  Smith 
Ruston,  Louisiana 

Church  should  confront, 
not  follow,  sinful  culture 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  article  describing  the 
requested  shift  in  United  Methodist 
policy  and  doctrine  regarding 
homosexuals  was  very  enlightening.  The 
position  presently  held  by  our  church  is 
quite  in  agreement  with  Scripture  as  well 
as  the  reasoning,  tradition  and 
experience  of  the  church  throughout  its 
history. 

Now,  it  seems,  once  again  a  very  few 
people  have  influenced  enough  members 
of  a  general  board  to  try  to  create  new 
Scripture,  tradition,  experience  and 
reason.  These  four  guidelines  for  the 
formulation  of  the  doctrine  and  ministry 
of  the  UMC  cannot  be  so  lightly  passed 
off  as  irrelevant  and  out  of  tune  with 
reality. 

Indeed,  the  present  social  climate 
needs  to  be  confronted  by  our  position 
rather  than  the  converse.  Will  United 
Methodism  give  in  to  the  pressures  of  the 
world  to  embrace  sin? 

I  personally  believe  the  members  of 
our  denomination  have  more  theological 
integrity  than  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  will  remain  loyal 
to  God’s  Word  and  the  rich  history  of 
United  Methodism.  May  God  keep  us  on 
track  as  He  forgives  us  dur  sins. 

David  Wirick 

Cowansville,  Pennsylvania 


Church  can  never  properly  grace  of  God  just  like 


A  different  Christmas 

Old  pictures 
given  to  family 

By  ARNOLD  C.  MILLER 
Brooklyn.  New  York 
Our  three  children  are  all  away  at 
college  Last  fall  as  we  pondered  what 
to  give  to  them,  my  wife  came  up  with 
the  idea  of  giving  them  all  the  pictures 
that  we  had  of  them  We  had  several 
evenings  of  fun  going  through  boxes  of 
pictures,  sorting  out  those  for  each 
child  and  saving  some  for  ourselves 
We  boxed  these  up  and  gave  each 
child  his  own  pictures  along  with  an 
empty  album  On  Christmas  morning, 
of  all  their  gifts,  this  was  by  far  the  hit 
of  the  day.  They  howled  as  they  looked 
at  themselves  as  they  used  to  he  and 
delighted  in  scenes  they  had  long 
forgotten 

We  didn't  have  time  beforehand  to 
mark  each  photo,  so  we  spent  the  rest 
of  Christmas  day  going  through  each 
snapshot,  telling  them  when  and 
where  it  was  taken  and  who  else  was 
in  the  picture  They  marked  this  on 
the  hack  for  future  reference.  That 
night  each  child  made  up  his  own 
album,  arranging  it  in  ways  that  were 
meaningful  to  him. 

Our  children  each  told  us  that  this 
was  hv  far  the  nicest  gift  we  could 
have  given  And  it  added  to  the  sense 
of  belonging  in  our  family 


accept  homosexuality 

To  the  Editor: 

I  believe  that  current  efforts  in  our 
church  and  others  to  make  homo¬ 
sexuality  a  normal  and  accepted  con¬ 
dition  are  a  result  of  two  widely  different 
forces.  They  are  (1)  beliefs  that  much  is 
not  known  about  homosexuality  and, 
accordingly,  love  and  understanding  are 
in  order;  and  (2)  an  extremely  per¬ 
missive  society. 

However,  it  is  my  opinion  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  can  never  be  considered 
normal  and  acceptable  for  both  biblical 
and  practical  reasons.  Continued  efforts 
by  a  minority  to  bring  this  about  will 
result  in  a  continued  loss  of  members 
and  divisiveness  in  our  church,  making 
a  constructive  contribution  to  this  prob- 
lem  impossible.  Newton  D.  Gregg 
Titusville,  Florida 

Negative  attitude  toward 

homosex uals  is  unbiblical 

To  the  Editor: 

As  one  of  the  authors  of  "the  various 
resolutions  on  homosexuality  recently 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Church  &  Socie¬ 
ty,  I  wish  to  respond  to  the  reactions  of 
TM/UMR  readers  in  your  November  2 
issue. 

With  regard  to  one  point  —  that 
acceptance  and  inclusion  of  homosexual 
persons  within  the  church  is  somehow 
unbiblical  and  sinful  —  recent  studies 
and  analysis  by  some  well-respected  con¬ 
temporary  biblical  scholars  (including 
two  United  Methodists)  have  pointed  out 
that  the  situation  may  be  exactly  the 
opposite.  They  argue,  and  I  agree,  that 
our  unaccepting  and  hostile  attitude 
toward  homosexual  persons  is  what  is 
unbiblical  and  unchristian. 

My  response  to  a  second  point  —  that 
the  Board’s  actions  were  not  sensitive  to 
local  churches  and  somehow  evil  is  this: 
It  is  precisely  because  of  a  situation  in 
my  own  local  church  that  I  hold  the 
position  that  all  persons,  regardless  of 
sexual  orientation,  should  be  included  in 
the  life  and  ministry  of  the  church.  We 
have  an  admittedly-gay.  eminently 
qualified  man  who  has  been  seeking 
ordination  for  four  years.  He  has  unani¬ 
mous  backing  of  our  Charge  Conference. 
Although  there  has  never  been  any  ques¬ 
tion  at  any  point  about  his  qualifications 
and  experience,  he  is  yet  to  be  ordained. 
We  also  have  several  gay  laypersons  who 
are  struggling  to  maintain  their  love  and 
dedication  to  the  church  in  (he  face  of  a 
negative  attitude  on  the  part  of  the 
church.  My  conversations  with  other 
local  church  leaders  around  the  country 
indicate  that  we  are  not  alone 
The  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
resolutions  are  calling  on  both  church 
and  our  society  to  tear  down  and  remove 
the  false  barriers  and  attitudes  that 
stand  in  the  way  of  God’s  love  for  all 
people.  Let's  not  be  cruelly  inhospitable 
and  close-minded.  Rather,  let’s  model 
ourselves  after  Jesus  Christ  who  af¬ 
firmed  and  died  for  all  people,  without 
regard  to  sexual  orientation. 

John  Hannay 
Washington  D.C. 

Women’s  Division 
commended 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  the  Women's  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  for 
not  allowing  the  Joan  Clark  defense 
caucus  group  to  be  recognized  at  its 
meeting  (TM/UMR.  October  19).  I  ap¬ 
plaud  their  courage. 

I  am  a  Christian  first  and  a  United 
Methodist  second  My  allegiance  is  to 
God  and  the  Holy  Bible  first.  When  there 
comes  a  conflict  between  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Bible.  I'll  be  on 
the  side  of  the  Bible  and  God. 

Abraham  Lincoln  had  a  riddle  once  for 
one  of  his  cabinet  members  "If  you 
called  a  lamb's  tail  a  leg."  Lincoln 
asked,  "how  many  legs  would  the  lamb 
have?"  When  the  cabinet  member  re¬ 
plied.  "Five  legs."  the  President  said, 
"No.  only  four.  Calling  a  lamb's  tail  a  leg 
doesn't  make  it  so." 

Homosexuals  who  confess  their  sin. 
give  their  lives  to  Christ  and  quit  prac¬ 
ticing  homosexuality  are  saved  by  the 


the  rest  of  us 
sinners.  But  calling  an  avowed  and  prac¬ 
ticing  homosexual  a  Christian  is  just  like 
calling  a  lamb’s  tail  a  leg.  That  doesn’t 
make  it  so.  Connie  Day 

Cleveland.  Tennessee 

Bible  is  to  be  used,  not 
worshipped,  by  Christians 

To  the  Editor: 

People  who  say  they  take  all  the  Bible 
literally  must  feel  this  is  a  tribute  to  the 
Bible.  But  there  must  be  a  better  way.  All 
the  Bible  should  be  taken  seriously  but  no 
one  can  take  all  of  it  literally.  Those  who 
say  they  do  have  not  read  it  carefully. 

Jesus  and  Paul  did  not  take  literally 
the  ScriDtures  of  their  day.  Six  times  in 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  Jesus  set 
aside  old  laws.  Paul  said,  "Christ 
is  the  end  of  the  law."  (Romans  10:4). 
For  him  faith  took  the  place  of  legalism 

A  law  in  Deuteronomy  21 : 18-21  says  if 
parents  have  a  disobedient  son  he  should 
be  stoned  to  death.  But  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  story  Jesus  defends  the  woman 
charged  with  adultery  against  the  men 
who  would  follow  the  law.  He  also  defend¬ 
ed  his  disciples  for  breaking  the  law  of 
the  Sabbath. 

Ecclesiastes  3:19-20  says  people  have 
no  more  immortality  than  the  beasts  and 
they  all  go  to  the  same  place.  How  many 
devotees  of  the  Bible  believe  that?  If  we 
worship  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  we 
are  breaking  one  of  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments.  Some  would  hasten  to  say  much 
of  this  is  in  the  Old  Testament,  but  is  not 
the  Old  Testament  also  in  the  Bible? 

I  have  always  used  the  Bible  in 
sermons  for  more  than  40  years,  taking 
some  of  it  literally,  some  symbolically  as 
I  take  the  parables  of  Jesus,  some 
poetically,  while  some  cannot  be  used  at 
all.  Everything  there  was  written  for  a 
purpose  at  the  time  and  must  have 
spoken  to  a  need,  but  we  are  not  living  in 
the  ancient  world. 

What  I  write  is  no  criticism  of  the  Bible 
for  I  honor  it  highly  —  in  fact,  more  high¬ 
ly  than  those  who  will  not  let  it  speak  for 
itself.  They  demand  it  must  say  what ' 
they  want  it  to  say.  Of  course,  there  is 
more  in  the  Bible  than  the  quotations 
given  here.  There  are  profound  and  help¬ 
ful  insights.  I  am  only  pointing  out  an 
inconsistency  on  the  part  of  well-mean¬ 
ing  people  who  make  a  claim  they  cannot 
possibly  fulfill.  The  past  is  to  be  used  but 
not  worshipped.  Alexander  C.  Bryans 
Dallas,  Texas 


religious  faith.  This  is  an  amazing 
example  of  the  practice  of  real  love  in 
meeting  money  needs. 

The  largest  example  of  mutual  aid  in 
our  country  is  the  credit  union  with  a 
history  of  more  than  50  years.  About  one 
family  in  four  enjoys  the  benefits  of 
credit  union  membership.  Most 
employers,  with  as  many  as  a  few 
hundred  employees,  encourage  them  to 
form  a  credit  union. 

Approximately  75%  of  the  families  in 
most  congregations  do  not  have  an 
opportunity  for  credit  union  membership 
at  their  place  of  employment.  This  need 
has  been  met  in  some  churches  by 
forming  a  parish  credit  union.  Most 
congregations,  however,  have  neglected 
this  opportunity  to  demonstrate  how 
Christians  may  show  love  for  each  other 
in  solving  financial  problems. 

A  considerable  number  of  churches  in 
the  Cleveland  Catholic  Diocese  have 
credit  unions  —  some  for  as  long  as  30 
years.  Members  of  one  Catholic  church 
in  Geauga  County  now  have  a  credit 
union.  The  first  president  was  a  vice 
president  of  a  local  bank.  The  current 
president  was  active  in  a  big  Cleveland 
credit  union  before  retirement.  Capable 
and  willing  people  can  be  found  in  any 
congregation  to  assume  responsibility. 
One  of  the  largest  Baptist  churches  in 
Cleveland  has  had  a  credit  union  for 
many  years.  The  clergymen  in  my 
denomination  have  had  a  credit  union  for 
several  decades.  A  number  of  folk  in  my 
church  are  now  giving  attention  to 
getting  one  underway  for  our  members 
and  by  our  members. 

The  helpful  loan  service  of  a  parish 
credit  union  should  be  only  the 
beginning  Inadequate  income  suggests 
opportunity  for  employment  assistance. 
Need  for  counsel  in  money  management 
is  commonly  helpful.  Since  ill  health  is  a 
major  cause  of  money  problems, 
attention  to  increasing  understanding  of 
health  fundamentals  and  their  practice  is 
of  prime  importance.  Wouldn’t  it  be 
great  to  give  a  lot  of  people  this  type  of 
reason  to  say,  "See  how  the  Christians 
love  each  other?" 

"Here  /  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor.  Earl  W. 
Mutch,  is  a  member  of  the  Chardon  UMC 
in  Chardon.  Ohio  (East  Ohio 
Conference). 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  locaJ-ehurclt  editions 

With  this  issue,  two  congregations  in 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  begin  publishing  their  own  spe¬ 
cial  editions  of  TM/UMR  in  which  their 
local  church  news  is  combined  with 
conference  and  general  church  news 
and  mailed  to  every  member-family. 

The  new  subscribing  congregations 
and  their  circulations  are:  St.  Matthews 
UMC  in  Hacienda  Heights.  California, 
350.  and  Trinity  UMC  in  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada,  300. 

Several  other  congregations  have 
started  publishing  TM/UMR  editions  in 
recent  weeks  as. well,  including:  Calvary 
UMC  in  San  Jose,  California  (California- 
Nevada  Conference),  275;  First  UMC  in 
Frankfort.  Kentucky  (Kentucky 
Conference),  430;  First  UMC  in  Ada. 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Conference),  550; 
and  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Odessa,  Texas 
( New  Mexico  Conference ) ,  600. 

To  our  readers  in  each  of  these 
congregations,  we  say  ‘‘Welcome."  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor. " 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter)." 


Surround 
them  with 
LOVE 


At  Almora  in  North  India.  _  *  y  where  the  First  Methodist  evan¬ 

gelistic  work  in  India  began  -  yr  in  1856.  thousands  of  boys  and 
girls  have  been  educated  in  an  ^  atmosphere  of  Christian  love  For  more 
than  100  years,  the  Almora  Girls'  and  Boys'  Hostels  have  provided  children  from 
district  villages  12  years  of  schooling  at  ''homes  away  from  home  "  Many 
prominent  Indian  leaders  have  come  from  these  schools.  Decades  of  service 
have  taken  their  toll  on  the  buildings.  Extensive  repairs  are  required  if  they  are 
to  stay  open.  Your  gift  to  this  World  Division  Child  Support  project  can  help 
to  renovate  a  building,  or  keep  a  child  in  school  ($20  a  month) 


Ask  your  church  to  adopt  006228  5  r*-b  ( 
the  Almora  Schools  as  an  Advance  project. 


ADVANCE 


Clip  Ihis  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  Chech  to 
WORLD  DIVISION 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N  V  10027 
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Prayers  rise , 
restraint  urged 

TEHRAN,  Iran  —  Iranian  students, 
occupying  the  American  Embassy 
here,  take  time  out  to  pray  while  49 
U.S.  hostages — many  of  them  bound- 
are  held  elsewhere  in  the  compound. 

Meanwhile  in  the  United  States, 
voices  continue  to  be  raised  extolling 
Americans  to  refrain  from  ‘‘rash 
action”  against  Iranians  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  Two  United  Methodist  officials  in 
the  Washington  Area  —  Bishop  James 
K.  Mathews  and  the  Rev.  George  H. 
Outen,  chief  executive  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society— released 
a  message  calling  for  Americans  to 
express  concern  for  families  of  the 
captives  while  resisting  "the  temp¬ 
tation  to  return  evil  for  evil.”  They 
also  called  on  President  Jimmy 
Carter  to  "exhaust  every  resource 
available  .  .  .  through  the  United 
Nations  and  third  parties”  to  gain  the 
hostages’  release. 

And  in  another  spot  in  the  nation, 
the  bells  of  Travis  Park  UMC  in  down¬ 
town  San  Antonio,  Texas  will  ring  49 
times  each  noon  until  the  hostages  are 
freed,  said  the  Rev.  Dan  Solomon, 
senior  pastor. 


Court  denies  Pacific  Homes  review 


Constitutional  question  undecided;  cases  now  back  in  California 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  announced  in  a  brief 
order  that  it  will  not  block  suits  against 
the  United  Methodist  Church  by  former 
tenants  of  the  bankrupt  church-related 
Pacific  Homes  retirement  facilities. 

The  high  court’s  order  means  that  it 
will  not  rule  on  the  constitutional 
question  of  whether  a  church  body  such 
as  the  UMC  can  be  held  liable  in  such 
cases  until  the  justices  hear  the  case  on 
its  merits.  (SeeTM/UMR,  Nov.  30.) 

The  court  denied  petitions  for  “writ  of 
certiorari”  in  two  of  the  half-dozen 
lawsuits  now  pending  which  grow  out  of 
the  Pacific  Homes  retirement  facilities’ 
bankruptcy. 

Granting  the  writ  would  have  meant 
review  of  decisions  in  a  California  state 
and  a  federal  district  court,  both  of  which 
hold  the  denomination  to  be  a  suable 
entity. 

Now  that  the  nation’s  high  court  has 
ruled  on  this  step,  the  focus  of  the  half- 
dozen  lawsuits,  totaling  more  than  $500 
million,  swings  back  to  California  courts. 

UMC  joined 
by  Baptists 
in  appeal 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  When  attor¬ 
neys  for  the  United  Methodist  Church 
appealed  the  California  court’s  Pacific 
Homes  decision  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court,  they  were  joined  in  a  friend-of-the- 
court  brief  by  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Public  Affairs.  The  brief  argued 
that  making  the  UMC  liable  for  the 
retirement  homes’  bankruptcy  “would 
unconstitutionally  mandate  the  demise 
of  religious  denominations  as  they  now 
exist.” 

Baptist  Joint  Committee  Research  Di¬ 
rector  John  W.  Baker,  who  wrote  the 
brief,  argued  further  that  the  diversity  of 
church  policy  among  religious  denomin¬ 
ations  should  compel  the  courts  to 
refrain  from  categorizing  them  as  either 
“hierarchical”  or  “independent.”  Be¬ 
tween  those  two  extremes,  Mr.  Baker 
maintained,  existed  various  shades,  in¬ 
cluding  “quasi-hierarchical,”  “modified 
hierarchical,”  “connectional,”  and 
“cooperating  congregational”  church 
bodies. 

Baptists  describe  themselves  as  “co¬ 
operating  congregational.” 

Mr.  Baker,  an  attorney,  also  declared 
that  “because  ecclesiology  is  based  on 
theological  beliefs  and  understandings, 
the  state  is  not  a  competent  definer  or  in¬ 
terpreter  of  the  nature  and  pattern  of  re¬ 
ligious  intraorganizational  relation¬ 
ships.” 

The  California  case  has  attracted  wide 
attention  in  religious  circles  because  of 
its  potential  implications  for  the  finan¬ 
cial  liability  of  denominations  in  the  op¬ 
eration  of  a  variety  of  church  agencies 
and  institutions,  many  of  which  are  con¬ 
trolled  by  relatively  independent  boards 
of  trustees. 

Church  officials  across  denominational 
lines  are  worried  that  allowing  the  for¬ 
mer  residents  of  Pacific  Homes  to  name 
the  UMC  as  a  liable  party  in  their  case 
could  lead  to  an  outbreak  of  similar  cases 
brought  by  disgruntled  individuals  or 
groups. 


Attorneys  for  some  of  the  denomina¬ 
tional  units  and  individuals  named  as 
defendants  in  the  suits  stress  that  the 
denial  of  certiorari  in  no  way  constitutes 
an  opinion  by  the  high  court  as  to  any 
liability  of  the  church  in  the  suits,  but 
merely  says  the  proceedings  are  not  ripe 
for  review  at  this  time. 

The  decision  by  the  Supreme  Court  was 
not  unexpected,  since  only  about  five 
percent  of  such  petitions  are  granted. 
Nothing  in  the  Nov.  26  decision  precludes 
the  issue  going  back  to  the  high  court  at  a 
more  traditional,  post-trial  time. 

’Landmark’  case 

At  the  time  the  petitions  were  filed  with 
the  Supreme  Court,  Samuel  W.  Witwer 
Sr.,  chief  counsel  for  the  church’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration  (GCFA),  said  the  case  is  of 
“landmark”  proportions  since  it  raised 
for  the  first  time  before  the  high  court 
whether  a  world-wide  religious 
association  such  as  United  Methodist  can 
be  sued  as  an  entity  for  alleged  mis¬ 
doings  of  one  of  its  units. 

Pacific  Homes  had  been  related  to  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  predecessor  bodies,  for  65 
years  before  coming  under  control  of  a 
court-appointed  trustee  late  in  1977.  The 
homes  corporation  operated  14  facilities 
in  Arizona,  Southern  California  and 
Hawaii. 

In  asking  the  nation’s  highest  court  to 
look  at  the  proceedings,  attorneys  re¬ 
lated  to  the  church  said  the  decisions  in 
California  that  the  denomination  is 
suable  constitute  a  violation  of  rights 
under  both  the  First  and  Fourteenth 
amendments  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution. 

Mr.  Witwer  has  termed  the  California 
rulings  a  “fundamental  assailment”  of 
First  Amendment  rights  because  a  state 
court  “is  telling  a  religious  denomination 
we  don’t  read  your  structure  in  the  same 
way  you  do.” 

This,  he  said,  also  has  the  effect  of  the 
court  restructuring  the  UMC  without 
regard  to  the  church’s  own  law,  estab¬ 
lished  by  its  General  Conference,  in 
violation  of  the  Fourteenth  Amendment 
“due  process”  provisions. 

‘Trigg  case’ 

One  of  the  early  moves  from  plaintiffs 
in  the  case  now,  it  is  believed,  will  be  an 
attempt  to  get  a  money  judgment  in  what 
is  known  as  the  “Trigg  case.” 

This  lawsuit,  in  federal  court,  names 
the  denomination  and  a  variety  of 
church-related  units  and  individuals  as 
defendants.  It  grows  out  of  the  sale  of 
some  $5  million  in  bonds  by  the  Pacific 
Methodist  Investment  Corporation  with 
the  proceeds  used  to  ease  some  of  the 
retirement  network’s  financial  woes. 

The  denomination  already  stands  in 
default  in  the  case  on  the  grounds  that  no 
one  is  authorized  to  accept  service  of 
summons  on  behalf  of  the  church  as  a 
whole. 

At  the  same  time,  the  largest  of  the 
suits,  known  as  the  “Barr  case”  and  in¬ 
volving  attempts  by  some  of  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  Pacific  Homes  to  have  their  life- 
care  contracts  honored,  is  expected  to 
move  toward  a  possible  trial  sometime 
during  1980. 


Estimates  of  time  that  would  be  in¬ 
volved  in  any  such  proceeding  range 
from  nine  months  to  two  years. 

Commenting  on  the  Supreme  Court’s 
Nov.  26  decision  not  to  review  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  at  this  time,  Mr.  Witwer  said, 
“I  am  disappointed  the  Supreme  Court 
chose  not  to  review  the  cases  at  this  time, 
and  it  will  be  a  year  or  two  before  we  can 
bring  it  back  there  on  a  judgment  ...  I 
think  it  will  take  the  case  later  because  of 
its  magnitude.” 

The  church  is  “back  where  we  were 
before  —  there  is  no  alteration  in  the 
cases,”  Mr.  Witwer  said,  adding,  “we  will 
defend  it  as  best  we  can  considering  the 
lack  of  an  entity  able  to  defend  against 
lawsuits.”  In  the  meantime,  he  said,  the 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  A  front-page 
article  in  the  Nov.  9  Wall  Street  Journal 
relating  to  Pacific  Homes  has  been 
scored  by  a  group  of  “concerned  United 
Methodists”  as  containing  “unwar¬ 
ranted,  unfair,  and  in  the  final  analysis, 
insufferable"  implications. 

A  paid  advertisement  appearing  in  the 
East  Coast  editions  of  the  financial  publi- 
'  cation  Nov.  23  carried  the  names  of  35 
church  men  and  women.  It  was  paid  for 
by  voluntary  contributions  from  con¬ 
cerned  individuals. 

Although  the  newspaper  article,  one  of 
a  series  the  publication  was  running  on 
older  Americans,  did  not  directly  level 
charges  of  fraud  in  the  operations  of  the 
retirement  network  which  now  is  in 
bankruptcy  proceedings,  the  writer  did 
lump  the  homes  with  what  was  termed 
an  “unrelenting  siege  by  legions  of  pre¬ 
dators  employing  a  dazzling  array  of 
schemes  designed  to  numb  the  minds  and 
snatch  the  cash  of  their  (elderly) 
victims.” 

Entitled  “In  the  Interest  of  Fairness,” 
the  advertisement  by  the  UMs  said  that 
“through  the  reporter’s  use  of  intimation 
and  guilt  by  association,  one  could  as¬ 
sume,  by  reading  the  article,  the  entire 
United  Methodist  Church  has  been  insen¬ 
sitive  to  the  needs  of  the  elderly,  irre¬ 
sponsible  as  a  whole  and  even  fraud¬ 
ulent. 

“Furthermore,  the  article  implies  that 
the  international  religious  fellowship, 
made  up  of  10  million  members  and 
43,000  churches,  is  a  single  monolithic  en¬ 
tity  that  could  and  would  prey  on  the  un¬ 
suspecting.” 

The  statement  continued : 

“We,  the  undersigned,  take  issue  with 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  reporter’s  un¬ 
warranted  association  of  the  United 
Methodist  denomination  with  con-man 
schemes,  physical  crimes,  rip-offs,  and 
criminally  fraudulent  practices. 

“We  take  issue  with  the  underlying 
theme  of  the  article  which  implies  that 
units  in  United  Methodism  for  25  years 
fraudulently  profited  at  the  expense  of 
the  residents  of  the  homes,  leaving  them 
abandoned  and  destitute.  This  is  not  only 


issue  “poses  some  serious  problems  for 
United  Methodists  when,  under  our 
polity,  there  is  no  one  who  can  speak  for 
10  million  members  or  45,000  units. 

“But  it  won't  go  away,"  he  pointed  out, 
“and  it  can  only  be  fought.” 

Mr.  Witwer  noted  that  the  U.S.  district 
court  in  the  Trigg  case  has  already  de¬ 
clined  to  let  church  officials  ( Bishop  Paul 
W.  Milhouse  and  GCFA  General  Secre¬ 
tary  Ewing  T.  Wayland)  file  a  defense, 
even  though  papers  were  served  on  them 
as  defendants.  That  court  is  slated  to 
consider  early  in  December  a  motion  for 
default  judgment,  and  Mr.  Witwer  said 
the  church  will  have  to  try  to  answer  as  if 
it  were  a  suable  entity,  even  though  it 
denies  being  one. 


false,  but  is  an  affront  to  Methodism’s  200 
years  of  service  and  ministry  to  people. 

“The  technique  of  sandwiching  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  church  between  unrelated 
paragraphs  dealing  with  dance  class 
frauds,  quackery,  pigeon  drop  schemes, 
and  street  crimes  is  unwarranted,  un¬ 
fair.  and  in  the  final  analysis,  insuf¬ 
ferable!” 

The  advertisement  sets  out  actions  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  has  taken  in  support  of  Pacific 
Homes,  including  creation  of  an  emer¬ 
gency  relief  fund  to  assist  residents  who 
cannot  pay  the  higher  fees  instituted  by 
the  court-appointed  trustee  for  the  fa¬ 
cilities.  Also  noted  is  the  total  number  of 
such  facilities  in  the  U.S.  and  other 
countries. 

“It  is  our  conviction,”  the  statement 
concluded,  “that  whatever  was  done  at 
Pacific  Homes  was  for  the  well-being  of 
the  residents  and  the  homes  that  served 
them  ...  not  to  enrich  individuals  or  the 
church.  But  that  is  only  our  judgment. 
The  ultimate  answer  is  for  the  courts  to 
decide. 

“But  in  the  meantime,  we  refuse  to  sit 
idly  by  and  allow  The  Wall  Street  Jour¬ 
nal’s  reporter  or  anyone  else  in  the  public 
media  to  portray  our  church  side-by-side 
with  rip-off  artists  and  predators  of  the 
elderly.  To  do  so  is  to  make  mockery  of 
our  faith." 

Signers  of  the  advertisement  included 
such  well-known  UMs  as  Dr.  Charles  C. 
Parlin,  Englewood,  N.J.,  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  both  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  World  Methodist 
Council;  Paul  Hardin  III,  president  of 
UM-related  Drew  University,  Madison, 
N.J.;  Plyna  Strong,  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
president  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Division;  Paul  Webb  Jr.,  Atlanta 
attorney;  and  John  M.  Tittle,  a  Chicago 
investment  counselor. 

Among  others  also  signing  the  ad 
were:  Albert  Outler,  professor  of  the¬ 
ology;  Merlyn  W.  Northfelt,  president, 
UM-related  Garrett  Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  ;  and  Samuel  A.  Banks, 
president,  UM-related  Dickinson  Col¬ 
lege,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Ad  terms  news  story 
implications  ‘ unfair ’ 


People  in  the  news... 


Paper,  string  and  ink 

It  takes  3,000  pounds  of  paper,  19,000 
feet  of  string  and  95  pounds  of  ink  to 
produce  40,000  of  the  1980  “little  black 
books,"  says  Donald  A.  Theuer, 
senior  vice  president  of  manufac¬ 
turing  for  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  The  “Daily 
Suggesters”  have  been  sent  free  to 
UM  clergy  and  selected  lay  leaders 
every  year  since  1906. 

Faith  sees  her  through 

The  first  woman  to  become  a 
federal  district  court  judge  for  the 
District  of  Maryland  says  that  “faith 
has  always  seen  me  through."  Judge 
Shirley  B.  Jones,  a  member  of  Lovely 
Lane  UMC  in  Baltimore,  also  says 
crime  prevention  begins  in  the  home. 
“A  child  should  be  given  a  sense  of 
morals  early  in  life,"  she  says,  adding 
that  this  training  should  continue  in 
the  schools  and  church. 


Christmas  ‘blues’ can 


be  eased  by  church 

By  JUDY  ELSWICK 


Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  “  ‘Tis  the  season  to  be 
jolly”  may  occasionally  strike  harried 
Christmas  shoppers  as  an  ironic  refrain 
to  be  pouring  from  speakers  as  they  fight 
crowds  and  time,  scurrying  from  shop¬ 
ping  to  parties  to  preparations  for 
visitors. 

It  has  even  more  irony  for  people  suf¬ 
fering  from  tension  or  depression  as  the 
Christmas  holiday  season  approaches. 

“Over  my  25  years  of  counseling  exper¬ 
ience,  it’s  been  pretty  obvious  there  is 
such  a  phenomenon  as  ‘Christmas  blues’ 
or  ‘holiday  funk',”  noted  the  Rev.  De- 
Forrest  Wiksten,  pastor  of  Northaven 
United  Methodist  Church  here. 

The  minister  recalled  first  seeing  evi¬ 
dences  of  this  while  working  in  a  psychi¬ 
atric  outpatient  unit  at  a  Texas  Air  Force 
base.  Observing  in  early  December  that 
the  number  of  patients  had  increased,  he 
was  told  it  was  an  annual  occurrence, 
routinely  expected  as  Christmas  ap¬ 
proached. 

“Anxiety,  stress,  tension,  family  con¬ 
flict  —  I’ve  seen  it  every  year  since,” 
said  Mr.  Wiksten,  who  after  seven  years 
as  a  psychiatric  social  service  worker 
went  into  the  ministry.  Eleven  of  his  18 
years  as  a  minister  have  been  served  as 
director  of  counseling  ministry  for  UM 
clergy  in  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  area. 

Evidences  of  the  widespread  problems 
associated  with  Christmas  are  seen  in 
increases  in  suicides,  crimes  against 
persons  and  property,  psychiatric  hos¬ 
pitalizations  and  people  experiencing 
psychosomatic  ailments,  according  to 
Mr.  Wiksten. 

Reasons  for  feelings 

One  reason  for  these  feelings,  he  said, 
is  that  the  holiday  season  is  a  time  of 
“contrived,  manufactured  joy  or  happi¬ 
ness,”  which  can’t  always  be 
manufactured  on  demand.  “People  have 
built  up  the  expectation  that  they  are 
going  to  be  happy,  and  often  experience 
great  disappointment  and  disillusion¬ 
ment,”  he  said.  He  added  that  mass 
media  advertising  fuels  the  expectations 
and  contributes  to  the  disappointment. 

Another  cause  can  be  found  in  the 
traditional  view  of  Christmas  as  a  happy, 
family-oriented  holiday,  he  said.  "We 
know  that  home  is  not  always  happy. 
Family  members  begin  to  expect  more  of 
each  other  and,  of  course,  often  fail  each 
other."  In  families  that  have  scattered 
and  gather  for  the  holiday,  the  “emotion¬ 
al  overload”  is  often  very  hard  to  deal 
with,  he  observed.  In  addition  to  high  ex¬ 
pectations  for  the  reunion  which  may 
fall,  unhealed  wounds  may  also  surface, 
he  said. 

“Add  to  this  the  financial  strain  —  peo¬ 
ple  trying  to  show  their  love  by  big  gifts 
They  overspend,  then  feel  remorseful.” 
Mr.  Wiksten  added  the  overspending  is  a 
common  cause  of  post-Christmas  de¬ 
pression.  He  also  cited  increased 
consumption  of  alcohol  at  Christmas  as  a 
cause  for  strain. 

The  pastor  pointed  out  the  problem  is 
not  limited  to  depression  —  which  he  said 
frequently  does  not  occur  until  after  the 
holidays  —  but  may  involve  conflict, 

Boycotters 
say  Nestle 
6 pretending 9 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Infant  formula 
boycotters  have  accused  Nestle  Co.  of 
“pretending"  to  follow  internationally- 
set  product  promotion  guidelines  while 
applying  broad  “interpretations  of  con¬ 
venience”  to  violate  them. 

The  Infant  Formula  Action  Coalition 
(INFACT)  and  Nestle,  the  world’s 
largest  formula  producer,  have  come  up 
with  widely  disparate  interpretations  of 
the  framework  they  both  agreed  to  at  a 
World  Health  Organization  (WHO)  meet¬ 
ing  held  in  Geneva  in  October. 

Much  of  the  current  sample  distribu¬ 
tion  conforms  to  the  guidelines  which 
limit  promotion  to  the  spread  of  factual 
and  ethical  information  for  “considera¬ 
tion  of  product  composition,”  according 
to  Virginia  Coupe,  a  spokeswoman  in 
Nestle’s  White  Plains,  N.Y.  office.  She 
said  doctors  have  to  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  examine  the  infant 
formula  products  before  recommending 
them  to  their  patients. 

That  interpretation  “justifies  the  ex¬ 
tensive  medical  promotion  that  Nestle 
has  been  doing  for  decades,”  said  a  state¬ 
ment  prepared  by  the  Interfaith  Center 
on  Corporate  Responsibility,  one  of  about 
60  religious  groups  promoting  the  boy¬ 
cott.  “Nestle  is  using  their  distorted  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  recommendations  to 
justify  activities  that  the  meeting  sought 
to  ban.” 

Nestle’s  Managing  Director  Arthur 
Furer  has  been  quoted  in  a  Swiss-Ger¬ 
man  newspaper  interview  as  saying,  “We 
do  not  feel  restricted  in  any  way  in  our 
commercial  activities  by  the  WHO  re¬ 
commendations.” 

The  boycott  was  begun  in  1976,  to  pro¬ 
test  infant  formula  industry  promotion  of 
products  in  Third  World  countries  afflict¬ 
ed  with  widespread  poverty  and  mal¬ 
nutrition.  The  boycotters  have  charged 
that  infant  formula  products  are  too  com¬ 
plicated  and  expensive  to  be  used  by 
Third  World  mothers.  In  many  countries, 
product  users  may  not  have  access  to  re¬ 
frigeration  or  pure  water  for  mixing  and 
may  not  be  educated  enough  to  read  the 
mixing  directions. 


quarrels  and  stress.  These  emotions  are 
often  the  result  of  overloaded  schedules, 
growing  shopping  lists  and  children’s 
clamoring  for  items  they  see  in  adver¬ 
tisements,  he  said. 

Reflect  true  spirit 

“I  think  churches  can  be  intentional 
and  self-conscious  about  addressing  the 
problem,”  Mr.  Wiksten  said.  “The  things 
the  church  can  do  are  really  very 
simple.” 

Among  those  he  discussed  with 
TM/UMRare: 

•  Visits  to  nursing  homes,  hospitals, 
jails  and  other  institutions  as  one  way  of 
dealing  with  those  who  are  lonely  at 
Christmas. 

•  A  service,  such  as  that  planned  by  his 
church  this  Christmas  Eve,  where  people 
will  give  “things  that  can’t  be  bought”  to 
the  church,  such  as  musical  perfor¬ 
mances,  poetry,  donations  of  time,  and 
handmade  items. 

•  Discussion  by  members  in  Sunday 
School  classes  of  the  happiest  and  the 
most  miserable  Christmas  holidays  they 
have  spent.  "We  did  this  in  one  of  our 
Sunday  School  classes.  It  drained  off 
some  sludge,”  the  pastor  noted. 

•  Planning  now  for  a  better  holiday 
next  year.  “I  have  seen  people  in  a 
dismal  holiday  planning  for  next  yeary 
and  sticking  with  their  plans,"  he  said. 

•  Invitations  to  others  to  share  in  the 
family’s  Christmas,  although  this  is  a 
situation  that  needs  to  be  handled  with 
care,  according  to  Mr.  Wiksten.  He  ex¬ 
plained  a  person  is  not  usually  comfort¬ 
able  coming  into  a  home  where  family 
members  have  celebrated  together  for 
years.  The  best  way  to  deal  with  the 
discomfort,  he  said,  is  to  acknowledge  it 
and  talk  about  it,  particularly  since  open 
communication  is  an  important  key  to 
celebration. 

•  Providing  food  and  gifts  for  families 
in  need  of  assistance,  another  “delicate” 
area,  the  pastor  cautioned.  “Anything 
you  can  do  to  maximize  the  recipients' 
responsibility  and  participation  will 
help,”  he  said.  The  pastor  pointed  out 
that  many  groups  set  up  “stores”  where 
families,  or  heads  of  families,  may  pick 
out  food  and/or  gifts  and  take  them  home 
as  they  would  if  they  had  purchased  the 
items.  “This  enhances  their  dignity  and 
self-determination,”  Mr.  Wiksten  said. 
He  added  this  is  an  area  that  needs 
increased  attention  year-round.  “People 
are  starving  in  July  and  September  as 
well  as  in  December,”  he  said. 

Take  control  of  holiday 

Enjoyment  of  the  holiday  involves 
awareness  —  a  heightening  of  conscious¬ 
ness,  control  and  aggressiveness  in 
determining  one’s  own  celebration,  he 
noted.  “We  are  victimized  and  manipu¬ 
lated  by  the  media,”  he  said,  adding  that 
it  is  very  important  to  take  control  of— 
not  be  controlled  by— the  holiday  season. 

Awareness  of  the  causes  of  tension  can 
help  families  avoid  it,  he  said.  He  cited 
efforts  such  as  “aggressive"  cutting  of 
schedules  and  emphasis  on  com¬ 
munication  by  turning  off  the  television 
during  meals  and  spending  at  least  one 
meal  together  as  an  entire  family, 
talking  about  important  events,  of  that 
day  and  upcoming  days. 

Intangible  gifts  are  another  option  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  pastor,  who  gave  as  ex¬ 
amples:  30  minutes  of  attention 
promised  to  a  child  three  times  a  week  — 
and  scheduling  it;  teenagers  planning  a 
certain  number  of  Friday  nights  at  home 
for  family  activities  which  don’t  cost 
money;  and  possibly  even  a  certificate 
redeemable  for  neck  massages  for  a 
tired  parent.  Mr.  Wiksten  added  that  he 
and  his  wife  began  several  years  ago 
setting  aside  part  of  the  money  they 
would  have  spent  on  their  daughters' 
gifts  for  special  causes  of  the  girls’ 
choice. 

The  minister  cited  the  "Alternatives” 
celebration  program,  headquartered  in 
Jackson,  Miss.,  as  a  good  example  of 
teaching  people  to  simplify  celebrations 
while  fortifying  themselves  against 
outside  pressures.  (See  TM/UMR,  Oct. 
19.) 

“It’s  harder  than  it  sounds  —  simplify¬ 
ing  the  holidays  is  not  a  ‘simple’  thing  to 
do.” 


_ Classified _ 

POSITION  OPEN  for  director  of  Christiar 
Education  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Stark ville.  MS  39759.  telephone  (601)  323-5722.  Mailing 
address:  P  O  Drawer  728  Church  membership  of 
1775  Contact  E  A  Bailey,  senior  minister 


VISITING  SANTA  FF.  N  M  during  Christmas 
season'*  SI  John's  United  Methodist  Churrh  invites 
vou  In  worship  with  us  .1  R  Sharp.  Pastor 


OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY.  EUROPEAN 
TOUR.  July  1980  Hurry,  space  still  available 
Experienced  world  traveler,  host  Rev.  Ralph 
Lawrence.  Payette.  ID  83661 

FOR  SALE:  1958  Allen  Organ.  Model  C-3,  two 
manuals.  AGO  32  note  pedal  keyboard,  full  console 
with  36  stops.  Maintained  in  excellent  condition  by 
Allen  Good  buy  at  $4,500  F  O  B  United  Methodist 
Church.  Sycamore.  IL  —  call  (815  )  895-9113.  


SOLID  HAND  HAMMERED  Shepherd’s  Cross.  Nine 
inch  stall  with  /our  inch  cross  Beautifully  designed 
gift  packed  $7  95  postpaid  Many  sizes  available  five 
inches  to  twenty-four  inches  All  guaranteed  Write 
for  quotation  Charles  Sprague.  Box  751.  Lebanon 
PA  17042. 


SAY  “MERRY  CHRISTMAS"  with  Sunbursts  for 
the  Spirit,"  a  trim,  Christian  spirit-lifter  for  the 
troubled,  suffering,  sorrowing,  aging,  and  dying 
Beautifully  illustrated.  $3.75  postpaid  Pine  Row 
Publications,  Dept  M.  Box  428D.  Washington 
Crossing,  PA  18977 


CHRIST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Enid. 
Oklahoma,  is  seeking  Director  of  Christian 
Education.  Position  now  available  Contact  Dr  Bill 
Moorer,  Pastor.  2418  W  Randolph.  Enid.  OK  73701 
(405  )  237-3938 


BY  THE  WAY  by  Dede  W  Casad.  A  perfect  gift 
for  ministers,  group  leaders,  or  church  school 
teachers  interested  in  discussion  starters,  illustra¬ 
tions  and  ideas  $4  95  ppd  Expro  Publishing,  4230 
LBJ  Freeway.  «125.  Dallas.  TX 75234 
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TV  proposal  backed 
by  two  UMC  councils 
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Egyptian  president  visits  Mount  Sinai 


MOUNT  SINAI,  Egypt  —  Egyptian  President  Anwar  Sadat  stands  and  faces  Mount 
Sinai  on  Nov.  19.  as  members  of  his  entourage  prav  shortly  after  the  Egyptian  flag 
was  raised  over  the  area  recently  evacuated  by  Israel  as  part  of  the  Middle  East 
Treaty. 

The  mount  is  the  traditional  site  where  Moses  is  believed  to  have  received  the  Ten 
Commandments  and  where,  later.  Elijah  heard  the  "still  small  voice"  of  God. 

In  a  ceremony  before  600  onlookers,  including  clergy  from  several  of  the  world’s 
major  faiths,  the  Egyptian  leader  said  that  “this  place  will  be  open  as  of  now  to  the 
followers  of  the  three  religions  without  any  limitations  or  formalities  whatsoever." 
He  appealed  to  all  peoples  of  the  world  that  "they  might  observe  the  teachings  of  God 
and  the  tradition  of  his  messengers  for  the  promotion  of  fraternity  and  friendship  and 
the  elimination  of  bloodletting,  violence  and  hatred."  religious  newsservice  PHOm 

Columnist  traces  ‘ugh 
American  ’  to  Iran  crisis 


DECEMBER  7.  1979 


Leaders  rap  church 
‘silence’  on  drinking 


By  BUD  HERRON 
.Associate  Editor 

DAYTON.  Ohio  —  A  proposal  which 
would  launch  the  United  Methodist 
Church  into  a  “national  television 
presence  and  ministry"  received  the 
backing  of  both  the  denomination’s 
national  council  on  finances  and  its 
national  council  for  program 
coordination  here  last  week. 

Meeting  in  "side-by-side"  sessions,  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  and  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  each  gave 
overwhelming  support  to  the 
broadcasting  venture.  If  approved  by  the 
UMC’s  General  Conference  in  April,  the 
church  will  attempt  to  raise  $25  million  — 
part  of  which  will  go  toward  the  purchase 
of  a  commercial  television  station  as 
early  as  1982 

Long-range  goal  of  the  proposal  is  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  buy 
numerous  television  and  radio  stations 
and  to  use  profits  from  these  stations  to 
help  finance  "national  programming, 
upholding  the  outreach  and  ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

In  approving  the  $25  million  fund¬ 
raising  recommendation,  the  finance 
council  stressed  that  the  effort  would  be 
"clearly  separate  from  and  not  in 
competition  with  regular  benevolence 
funds”  of  the  denomination.  The  money 
would  be  raised  through  voluntary  gifts 
and  other  means  which  would  not  include 
any  system  of  apportionments  or  quotas. 

The  proposal,  which  was  approved  by 
the  board  of  managers  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  Nov.  10  (see 
TM/UMR.  Nov.  16).  met  little  opposition 
in  either  the  finance  or  program  council. 
While  no  count  of  either  vote  was  taken, 
the  GCOM  approval  appeared  to  be 
unanimous  and  the  GCFA  approval 
included  only  a  handful  of  negative  votes. 

Among  the  recommendations  going  to 
General  Conference  is  that  the  fund- 
raising  effort  begin  no  later  than  Jan.  1. 
1981  and  that  high  priority  be  placed  on 
the  production  of  a  prime-time  television 
program  from  the  fund  as  soon  as 
possible 

Regarding  the  proposed  purchase  of 
television  and  radio  properties,  first 
priority  would  be  to  buy  a  network- 
affiliated  television  station  in  “an  area  of 
sizable  United  Methodist  constituency.” 
Cost  of  such  a  station  today  was 
estimated  to  be  between  $10  million  and 
$12  million.  Profits  from  such  a  television 
station  were  estimated  to  be  $1  million 
annually,  after  the  second  year  of 
ownership. 

In  other  business  of  both  councils, 
primary  activity  centered  on 
"perfection”  of  legislation  to  be 
presented  on  a  wide  variety  of  issues  to 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

DAYTON.  Ohio  —  Proposals  for 
funding  the  world-wide  work  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  during  the  1981-84 
quadrennium  were  completed  here  Nov. 
30  for  submission  to  the  1980  session  of 
the  denomination’s  top  legislative  body. 

A  total  of  $63.4  million  is  being 
recommended  for  1981  by  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
for  eight  apportioned  funds.  This  is 
approximately  $6.3  million,  or  11.5 
percent,  more  than  the  $56.85  million 
being  asked  for  1980.  By  1984.  the  askings 
will  climb  to  $70.7  million. 

Not  included  in  these  totals  is  the  more 
than  $20  million  expected  to  be  given  in 
1979  by  the  9.7-million-member 
denomination  in  church-wide  special 
offerings  and  the  "second  mile” 
program  of  Advance  giving.  Most  of 
these  causes  will  have  higher  targets 
during  1981-84  if  the  GCFA  proposals  are 
accepted  by  the  General  Conference. 

In  a  typical  year,  these  denomination¬ 
wide  funds  represent  an  average  of  about 
five  cents  of  each  dollar  given  by  a 
church  member.  The  remainder  goes  for 
congregation  and  regional  operating 
expenses,  salaries  and  benevolences. 

Largest  single  item  in  the  church-wide 
funds  being  proposed  by  GCFA  for  1981- 
84  is  World  Service,  the  denomination’s 
basic  program  fund.  Using  a  new  system 
of  annual  graduations,  the  recommended 
totals  for  this  fund  are  $28.45  million  in 
1981.  rising  to  $32,245,000  by  1984.  The 
present  annual  asking  is  $24.98  million. 


the  1980  General  Conference  and  on 
recommendation^  for  funding  the  world¬ 
wide  work  of  the  denomination  (see 
related  story  elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

The  GCOM  also: 

•  approved  evaluations  and 
recommendations  made  by  its  Unit  on 
Evaluation  and  Review  concerning 
general  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
church.  The  evaluations,  which  tvill  now’ 
be  forwarded  to  General  Conference  for 
information,  have  been  hotly  criticized  at 
several  points  by  representatives  of 
some  of  the  agencies  evaluated  (see  TM/ 
UMR,  June  13).  The  GCOM  approved  the 
lengthy  evaluations  with  only  a  few 
changes.  Most  substantial  of  the  changes 
was  the  deletion  of  a  criticism  that  the 
three-person  ‘‘executive  secretariat” 
model  of  leadership  in  the  denomination's 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  has  ‘“deficiencies”  in 
stewardship  of  personnel  and  financial 
resources.  Deletion  came  after  Bishop 
John  Warman  of  Harrisburg.  Pa., 
challenged  the  statement  from  the  floor 
and  termed  the  “secretariat"  a“model 
of  efficiency  unlike  any  other  with  which 
I  have  ever  worked.  ’’ 

•  voted  to  recommend  that  its  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications  become 
an  independent  General  Commission  on 
Communications,  responsible  directly  to 
the  denomination’s  General  Conference. 
In  doing  so,  it  rejected  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  the  body  be  made  a  general 
board. 

•  endorsed  a  statement  and  recom¬ 
mendations  made  by  a  churchwide  Task 
Force  on  the  Church  and  Handicapped 
Persons.  The  recommendations  call  for 
establishment  of  an  office  for  ministries  to 
and  with  persons  with  handicapping  con¬ 
ditions.  The  office  would  be  established 
in  the  Health  and  Welfare  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Action  was  also  taken  to  recommend  that 
the  handicapped  be  included  with  groups 
already  listed  for  "special  attention"  at 
all  levels  of  the  church. 

•  concurred  with  the  UMC’s  Council  of 
Bishops  on  plans  for  observing  the  200th 
anniversary  of  Methodism  in  1984.  The 
plan  includes  establishment  of  a  fund  to 
raise  $40  million  over  four  years  to  be 
used  in  beginning  new  local  churches  and 
in  renewing  old  ones.  Theme  for  the 
observance  would  be  “Claiming  the 
Past.  Celebrating  the  Present. 
Challenging  the  Future." 

•  completed  the  design  for  the 
recommended  priority  of  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  for  the  1981-84 
quadrennium.  It  is  proposed  to  raise  $5 
million  annually  for  the  priority  through 
an  apportioned  benevolence  fund. 


Next  in  size  is  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  with  $13.5  million  being 
proposed  for  1981.  climbing  to  $15.3 
million  in  1984.  The  1980  asking  is  $12.6 
million. 

The  other  six  apportioned  fund 
recommendations  for  1981  include  $6.4 
million  for  black  colleges:  $5  million  for 
the  proposed  missional  priority  on  ethnic 
minority  local  churches:  $4.8  million  for 
the  Episcopal  Fund:  $1.3  million  for 
Temporary  General  Aid:  SI. 15  million 
for  interdenominational  cooperation: 
and  $2.7  million  for  the  General  Adminis¬ 
tration  Fund. 

Among  the  General  Administration 
Fund  recommendations  is  up  to  $800,000 
annually  for  litigation  expense.  The 
denomination.  GCFA.  and  other  related 
units  and  individuals  presently  are  the 
target  of  more  than  $500  million  in 
lawsuits  in  the  wake  of  bankruptcy 
proceedings  by  the  Pacific  Homes 
corporation  on  the  West  Coast. 

Legal  costs  in  these  suits  are  a  "heavy 
drain"  on  the  church,  the  Rev  Ewing  T. 
Wayland.  general  secretary  of  GCFA. 
said  in  his  annual  report  to  the  fiscal 
agency. 

Included  in  the  Episcopal  Fund  recom¬ 
mendations  are  proposed  salary  levels 
for  the  church’s  bishops. 

In  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico,  the 
proposed  salary,  including  housing 
allowance,  is  $40,000  in  1981.  rising  to 
$46,000  in  1984.  The  comparable  figure  for 
1980  is  $36,700.  Salaries  of  bishops  outside 
the  U.S.  are  set  on  an  individual  basis. 


INDIANAPOLIS  —  The  current  crisis 
in  Iran  is  the  result  of  the  United  States’ 
use  of  personnel  who  offend  the  Iranians 
by  their  personal  habits,  including  use  of 
alcohol  and  drugs,  according  to  nation¬ 
ally-syndicated  columnist  Jack  Ander¬ 
son,  Washington,  D.C. 

Mr.  Anderson  told  a  national  confer¬ 
ence  of  religious  leaders  on  the  impafct  of 
alcohol  and  drugs  here  (see  related  arti¬ 
cle  on  this  page)  that  "the  ugly  American 
has  turned  much  uglier  overseas  because 
he  has  become  a  carouser.” 

The  American  military  build-up  in  Iran 
—  and  the  spending  of  $12  billion  to  keep 
the  Shah  in  power  —  offended  the  people 
of  Iran,  Mr.  Anderson  said.  "When  Aya¬ 
tollah  Khomeini  came  to  power,  he 
closed  the  bars  and  preached  anti-Ameri¬ 
can  sermons.” 

There  could  be  other  Irans,  the  colum- 

1981  target 
for  world 
mission  school 

WILMORE,  Ky.  -  A  School  of 
Evangelism  and  Worlfc  Mission  will  be 
established  in  the  fall  of  1981  on  the 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary  campus 
here,  officials  of  the  school  recently 
announced. 

The  new  school  will  be  named  for  the 
late  E.  Stanley  Jones,  pioneer 
missionary  to  India  and  world-renowned 
Christian  evangelist  and  statesman. 
Permission  to  name  the  school  for  Dr. 
Jones,  a  graduate  of  Asbury  College,  was 
given  by  his  daughter,  Eunice  Jones 
Mathews,  wife  of  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  Mathews  of  Washington, 
D.C. 

According  to  Charles  Turkington, 
seminary  trustees  chairman,  and  Frank 
Bateman  Stanger,  seminary  president, 
the  new  school  will  provide  degree 
programs  at  the  Masters  and  Doctoral 
levels.  The  programs  will  be  designed 
especially  for  missionary  candidates, 
persons  preparing  (or  full  time 
evangelism,  international  students 
preparing  for  church  leadership  in  their 
home  countries,  ministers,  career 
missionaries,  and  church  leaders  from 
around  the  world.  Based  on  cross- 
cultural  communication,  the  curriculum 
for  the  school  will  include  anthropology, 
linguistics,  communications,  Bible 
translation,  missiology  and  regional 
studies,  as  well  as  a  focus  on  the  theology 
and  history  of  missions. 

In  discussing  E.  Stanley  Jones’ 
ministry,  Dr.  Stanger  noted  it  crossed 
national,  racial,  denominational, 
political  and  social  lines.  His  work  in 
India  began  in  1907  among  the  lower 
J  castes  but  soon  spread  to  students  and 
the  higher  castes  of  the  nation,  including 
Mahatma  Ghandi.  In  1919,  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church 
designated  him  as  "Evangelist  at  Large 
to  India"  and  to  whatever  part  of  the 
world  he  felt  led.  In  1928.  he  was  elected 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  but 
resigned  before  formal  consecration  to 
the  office  to  continue  missionary  work. 
Dr.  Jones  was  also  the  founder  and 
leader  of  the  “Christian  Ashram 
Movement”  which  now  circles  the  globe. 
He  died  in  India  in  1973  at  the  age  of  89. 

Asbury  Theological  Seminary,  the 
ninth  largest  accredited  seminary 
•belonging  to  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  is  a  multidenominational 
graduate  professional  institution. 

The  present  student  body  numbers 
nearly  800  men  and  women.  Sixty-five 
percent  of  the  student  body  are  United 
Methodist,  he  said. 


nist  predicted,  if  the  U.S.  continues  to  send 
abroad  people  to  represent  the  country 
who  take  drugs  or  drink  liquor. 

"Our  strength  (as  a  nation)  is  under¬ 
mined  by  these  personal  habits,”  he  told 
leaders  from  31  religious  groups  from 
across  the  country.  "Drunkenness  cor¬ 
rodes  society.  The  problem  is  real.  There 
is  something  about  morality  that  either 
makes  a  nation  strong  or  saps  its 
strength.” 

Alcohol  and  drug  abuse  is  “greater 
than  a  personal  problem,  although  it  is 
that.  I  believe  that  we  are  sons  and 
daughters  of  God.  Anything  that 
degrades,  despoils  or  debilitates  human 
personality  is  evil.  Anything  that 
enlarges  it  is  good,"  said  Mr.  Anderson, 
a  layman  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  A  "conspiracy  of 
silence”  about  drinking  pervades  Ameri¬ 
can  church  life  while  one-fourth  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  families  report  they  have  alcohol- 
related  problems  in  their  homes,  persons 
were  told  at  a  national  conference  on  the 
impact  of  alcohol  here  last  week. 

Church  members  were  strongly  and  re¬ 
peatedly  urged  to  "get  involved”  in 
dealing  with  this  extensive  public  prob¬ 
lem  and  to  quit  bickering  over  their  posi¬ 
tions  on  "abstinence”  or  "responsible 
drinking." 

Condemn  or  canonize 

“Without  condemning  drinkers  or 
canonizing  abstainers  the  church  can 
call  us  all  to  look  carefully  at  our  use  or 
non-use  of  alcohol,"  said  the  Rev.  David 
Hancock  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman  with  15  years  of 
work  in  alcohol  problems.  Drinkers  and 
non-drinkers  alike  can  agree  that  action 
to  combat  alcohol  abuse  is  needed,  he 
and  other  speakers  said. 

The  conference  of  religious  and  lay 
leaders  brought  some  300  persons  repre¬ 
senting  31  denominations  to  Indianapolis 
to  share  views,  get  the  facts  and  work  on 
next  steps.  The  sparkplug  behind  the 
event  was  Owen  Cooper,  a  former 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  business  executive  from 
Mississippi. 

Speakers,  who  represented  a  broad 
spectrum  of  church,  government  and 
professionals  in  alcohol  research,  said 
the  church  has  a  unique  opportunity  to 
address  alcohol  problems  because  it 
alone  of  all  the  social  institutions  has  a 
comprehensive  interest  in  physical, 
spiritual  and  moral  values,  all  of  which 
are  involved  in  drug  use. 

However,  with  isolated  exceptions,  the 
churches  fell  silent  on  alcohol  use  with 
the  repeal  of  Prohibition  50  years  ago  and 
turned  their  attention  almost  exclusively 
to  the  treatment  of  alcoholics,  several 
speakers  said. 

As  a  result,  alcoholics  in  desperate 
need  of  help  usually  are  quite  effectively 
served,  said  Bishop  Roger  Blanchard  of 
Boston,  Mass.  But  churches  are  doing  lit¬ 
tle  if  anything  to  combat  the  problems 
that  lead  to  alcohol  misuse.  He  said  the 
vast  majority  of  church  members  are 
being  ignored  in  the  area  of  prevention  as 
no  positive  programs  are  offered  to  help 
guide  their  behavior  regarding  alcohol 
use  or  non-use. 

The  bishop  cited  a  recent  survey  of  15 
"main  line  denominations”  which 
revealed  that  only  one  —  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  has  a  department  or 
division  concerned  exclusively  with  alco¬ 
hol  and  other  drugs. 

United  Methodists  at  the  meeting 
working  professionally  in  the  area  of 
alcohol  problems,  however,  pointed  out 
that  the  denomination’s  department  has 


a  greatly  reduced  role  than  formerly. 
"Your  heart  is  where  your  dollar  is  and 
for  UMs  alcohol  is  an  extremely  low 
priority,”  said  the  Rev.  Allen  Rice, 
director  of  the  Michigan  Alcohol  Prob¬ 
lem  Council.  "I  am  distressed  at  the  low 
level  of  visibility  given  this  tragic 
problem.” 

Mr.  Rice  said  he  would  like  to  see 
United  Methodism  demonstrate  its  con¬ 
cern  with  more  dollars,  more  leadership 
and  visibility. 

The  Rev.  Bob  Adams  of  Orange 
County,  California  health  agency  said  he 
shares  the  concern  about  the  lack  of  UM 
involvement.  He  feels  the  church  is 
in  a  quandary  over  alcohol  because 
the  official  church  position  recommend¬ 
ing  total  abstinence  tends  to  be  judgmen¬ 
tal  and  moralistic  while  the  statistics 
show  the  vast  majority  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  drink.  "The  church  appears  to  have 
written  off  alcohol  as  a  serious 
problem—  pretending  that  there  isn’t  a 
problem." 

Recent  surveys  of  U.S.  clergy  bear  out 
the  low  priority  given  alcohol  concerns. 
George  Gallup,  in  a  preliminary  survey 
report  last  June,  said  he  found  about  half 
the  clergy  had  never  preached  or  spoken 
publicly  about  alcohol  use.  Another  sur¬ 
vey  of  4,000  Presbyterian  lay  and  clergy 
members  in  1979  indicated  71  percent  of 
the  clergy  had  not  opened  their  mouths 
publicly  about  alcohol  use  yet  83  percent 
said  the  church  should  be  involved. 

Mr.  Hancock,  the  Minneapolis  clergy¬ 
man,  called  on  church  people  to  cease 
self-righteous  judgmentalism,  take 
specific  action  to  learn  how  to  recognize 
alcohol  problems,  help  victims  and  team 
up  with  the  community  in  combatting 
alcohol  problems. 

"If  the  church  is  going  to  help  persons 
make  wise  decisions  about  the  use  or  non¬ 
use  of  alcohol,  it  should  not  be  afraid  to 
offer  some  suggestions,  principles  or 
guidelines.” 

He  said  the  church  has  a  responsi¬ 
bility  to  challenge  the  common  attitudes 
which  have  cast  alcohol  in  the  role  of  "a 
panacea,  problem  solver,  prime  social 
lubricant  and  hallmark  of  hospitality." 
Responsible  to  non-drinkers 
The  church,  he  said,  must  not  forget  its 
responsibility  to  the  one-third  of  the 
population  who  do  not  drink.  "We  must 
insist  broadly  and  loudly  that  their  choos¬ 
ing  not  to  drink  does  not  mean  they  are 
strange,  peculiar,  anti-social  or  mal¬ 
adjusted,  any  more  than  it  means  they 
are  angels. 

"The  church  must  help  people  realize 
that  searching  for  worthwhileness, 
love,  insight  and  creativity  through 
chemicals  is  nothing  mpre  than  witch- 
doctoring  and  belief  in  mqgic  —  child¬ 
ishly  unrealistic.  There  are  no  maigic 
shortcuts  to  honest,  responsible 
Christian  living,”  Mr.  Hancock  said. 


Rally  urges  solution  to  crime 


ATLANTA  —  Rallying  against  the  city’s  rising  crime  rate,  a  crowd  of 
approximately  3,000  concerned  Christians  met  in  the  heart  of  the  city  recently  to  hear 
religious  and  civic  leaders  urge  the  community  to  prevent  crime  by  joining  together 
to  provide  positive  solutions.  United  Methodist  Grant  Shockley,  dean  of  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Theological  Seminary  here,  asked  the  crowd  to  work  against  "poverty, 
disease,  unemployment,  discrimination  and  despair."  all  of  which  he  listed  as  causes 
of  crime. 
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If  your  church  needs: 

/  an  effectively-working  Council  of  Ministries 
/  a  smooth,  efficient  Administrative  Board 

Give  Them  the  Tools  They  Need  to  Do  the  Job! 


Start  the  New  Year  right!  When  your  church's  Council  on 
Ministries  and  the  Administrative  Board  chairpersons  take  on 
their  new  responsibilities,  each  should  have  a  copy  of  the 
complete  Resource  System.  Each  system  is  :-,ailable  in  an 
individual  3-ring  binder.  Each  Council  and  Bo «.d  member 
should  have  the  guideline  booklet  corresponding  to  their 
position.  It's  important  that  all  members  have  the  information 
they  need,  right  at  their  fingertips,  and  right  at  the  start  of  their 
new  terms.  And,  be  sure  to  order  extra  sets  for  the  pastor  and  for 
your  church's  library. 

COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  ( Revised ,  1977) 

The  complete  set  of  three  handbooks  and  sixteen  booklets 
provides  practical  guidelines  for  local  church  leaders  and 
members  of  the  Council  on  Ministries.  It  helps  each  person  see 
his  or  her  own  position  in  detail:  its  importance,  its  relation  to 
other  work  of  the  church  and  other  church  offices,  and  the 
authorization  for  the  work  in  the  Discipline. 

Complete  set  of  all  19  resources,  with  binder. 

A01-096898 .  15.95 

Complete  set  of  19  resources,  without  binder. 

A01-096901 .  10.95 

Binder  only. 

A01-09688X .  4.95 

INDIVIDUAL  HANDBOOKS 

Included  with  complete  set  (above),  or  can  be  ordered 

individually. 

Handbook  for  the  Council  on  Ministries.  Discusses  work  of  the 
Council,  membership,  organization,  and  other  Disciplinary 
provisions.  Clarifies  relationship  to  Administrative  Board. 

A01-09691X . 95c 

Planning  for  Ministry.  Focuses  on  the  process  of  planning,  an 

important  Council  role. 

A01-096928 .  95c 

Building  the  Team.  Outlines  interrelationships  and  the 
importance  of  a  smooth-running  Council  on  Ministries. 
A01 -096936 .  95c 

GUIDELINE  BOOKLETS 

All  16  of  these  Guideline  Booklets  are  included  with  the  complete 
set  (above),  or  can  be  purchased  individually.  Each  job  is 
described,  with  practical  helps  and  suggestions. 

When  purchased  individually .  Each,  55c 

Guidelines  for  the  Age-Level  and  Family  Coordinators. 
A01-096944.  Children's  Ministry  A0J-096960.  Adult  Ministry 
A01-096952.  Youth  Ministry  A01-096979.  Family  Ministry 
Guidelines  for  the  Eight  Work  Area  Chairpersons. 

A01  -096987.  Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
A01-096995  Education  A0J-097037.  Social  Concerns 

A01-097002.  Evangelism  A01-097045.  Stewardship 

A01 -097010.  Missions  A01 -097053.  Worship 

A01  -097029.  Religion  and  Race 

Guidelines  for  Individuals  Elected  to  Office  in  the  Local 
Church. 

A01-097061  Health  and  Welfare  Representative 
A01-09707X  Secretary  of  Career  Planning  and  Counseling 
A01-097088  President  of  United  Methodist  Women 
A01-097096  President  of  United  Methodist  Men 

Cokes/uirt/t 

o*ot*  mom  rnt  stoiosAi  service  cihtcr  scsvihq  you*  mu 

PO  Bo«  296.  1910  Mam  Si  Fifth  al  Oraca  Strati  1961  North  Northwatl  Hwy 

Dallas  TX  75221  Richmond.  VA  23261  Parti  Ridgs.  IL  60066 

1600  Quean  Anna  Road  201  Eighth  Avtnua,  South  '635  Adlan  Road 

Taanack.  NJ  07666  NaahvlJta.  TN  37202  Burtlngamb.  CA  94010 


ADMINISTRATIVE  BOARD  ( Revised ,  1977) 

The  complete  system  contains  ten  easy-to-use  booklets  written 
to  help  members  of  the  Administrative  Board  and  related 
agencies  understand  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  as 
outlined  in  the  Discipline. 

Complete  set  of  all  10  resources,  with  binder. 

A01-007372 .  10.95 

Complete  set  of  10  resources,  without  binder. 

A01-007380 .  5.95 

Binder  only. 

A01  -007364 .  4.95 

INDIVIDUAL  HANDBOOKS 

Included  with  complete  set,  or  each  can  be  ordered  individually. 
Handbook  for  the  Administrative  Board.  Overview  of  the 
board:  organization,  function  in  local  church,  especially  in 
relation  to  the  Charge  Conference  and  Council  on  Ministries. 

A01 -007399 .  95c 

Organizing  for  Ministry.  Focuses  on  getting  the  Administrative 
Board  organized. 

A01-007402 . 95c 

GUIDELINE  BOOKLETS 

These  eight  booklets  are  included  with  the  complete  set,  or  can 
be  ordered  individually.  Section  of  additional  resources  is  found 
in  each,  plus  charts,  questionnaires,  worksheets,  and  more. 

When  purchased  individually .  Each,  55c 

Guidelines  for  Individual  Members 
A01-007461 .  Guidelines  for  Trustees 

A01-007429.  Guidelines  for  Youth  Members  of  Boards  and 
Councils 

A01-007488.  Guidelines  for  the  Lay  Member  of  Annual 
Conference 

A01-00747X.  Guidelines  for  the  Lay  Leader 

A01-007496.  Guidelines  for  Coordinator  of  Communications 

Guidelines  for  Committees. 

A01-007437.  Nominations  and  Personnel 
A01-007445.  Pastor/Parish  Relations 
A01-007453.  Finance 

how" to  order" 

List  the  order  number,  quantity,  and  price  for  each  item  you 
wish  to  order. 

Council  of  Ministries,  °rder  Qu»n-  Total 

Complete  set.  including  N"mb"  E“h  c“' 

binder.  A01 -096898  _ (fc  15.95 _ 

Complete  set,  without 

binder.  A01-096901  (&  10.95  _ 

Administrative  Board, 

Complete  set,  including 

binder.  A01 -007372  _ _ (&  10.95 _ 

Complete  set,  without 

binder.  A01-007380 _ (&  5.95_ 

_d 
_(6 
-d 

-(a 

Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice 

SEND  TO _  _ 

(Print  or  type) 

Addroat 

City - Slat* - Zlp_ 

1  Payment  Enclosed  □  Open  an  Account 

□  Charge  my  Cokesbury  Account  Number _ 

Add  tax  where  applicable.  Transportation  extra. 

UMR-1 2/7-9  P-558-UMR 


Finance  agency  sets 
funding  recommendations 
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Modern  monasteries  shatter  6 cloistered  shell’  idea 


By  DARRELL TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

Monasteries.  Cloistered  shelters  separated  from  the  world 
where  monks  and  nuns  study,  pray,  do  handicraft  and  other 
things  not  related  directly  to  the  hustle  and  bustle  of 
“everyday  life.”  Centers  of  quiet  contemplation  and  other 
worldly  experience. 

This  may  still  be  the  popular  conception  of  monastic  life,  and 
to  some  extent  remains  representative  of  certain  aspects  of  it. 
But  today’s  monasteries  are  much  more  than  this  —  in  many 
cases  they  have  become  ventures  in  ecumenism  and  social 
action  as  well  as  centers  of  spirituality. 

Perhaps  the  most  famous  ecumenical  monastic  community 
is  the  Community  of  Taize,  on  a  hilltop  in  France  near  the 
ruins  of  the  great  medieval  abbey  of  Cluny.  It  was  founded  in 
1944  by  three  young  Protestant  students,  and  has  recently 
become  famous  for  its  youth  councils,  which  began  in  1974 

The  original  aim  of  the  Taize  community  was  to  “end  the 
scandal  of  Christians  who  all  profess  to  love  their  neighbor  but 
who  live  in  separation.”  Gradually,  it  became  a  center  of 
liturgical  renewal  in  French  Protestantism,  compiling  an 
“evangelical  and  ecumenical  prayer  book"  which 


incorporated  some  elements  from  Greek  Orthodox  rites. 

Today  the  Taize  community  includes  Anglicans,  Lutherans 
and  Roman  Catholics  as  well  as  Reformed  Church  members. 
It  has  set  up  small  communities  in  Indonesia,  Bangladesh  and 
Brazil  as  witnesses  to  the  “convergence  of  prayer  and  social 
justice.” 

Ecumenical  monastery  in  Scotland 

Another  ecumenical  monastic  center  is  the  Community  of 
the  Transfiguration  in  the  small  mining  town  of  Roslin,  seven 
miles  south  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  Kevin  Bean,  a  former 
member  of  the  community  who  now  lives  with  the  evangelical 
Sojourners  Fellowship  in  Washington,  D  C.,  describes  it  as  “a 
remarkable  combination  of  elements:  church  tradition  and 
modern  practice,  a  contemplative  prayer  life  and  prophetic 
vision,  biblical  orthodoxy  and  radical  discipleship.  a  global 
vision  and  a  local  parish  orientation. ' ' 

Writing  in  Sojourners  magazine,  Mr.  Bean  relates  that  "the 
work  of  the  Community  of  Transfiguration  is  first  and 
foremost  prayer  and  devotion  to  the  love  of  God.  The  members 
engage  in  other  occupations  to  support  themselves,  but  this 
work  may  never  overshadow  the  essential  life  of  prayer  and 
the  commitment  to  live  with  jov.  simplicity,  and  compassion.” 


The  community,  which  was  founded  in  1965,  ministers  to  the 
homeless,  drug  addicts,  troubled  clergy,  and  individuals  in 
mental  distress.  Its  members  participate  in  anti-nuclear 
demonstrations  and  teach  about  social  injustices.  It  is  based 
on  the  “skete"  form  of  Christian  community,  a  term  based  on 
a  Greek  word  which  means  "a  training  place  for  the  warfare  of 
the  spirit.” 

What  about  more  traditional  monastic  communities  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox  traditions0  How  are 
they  faring  in  a  day  of  rapid  religious  and  social  change? 

Dom  (Abbot)  Columban  Bissey,  OSCO,  of  Melieray  abbey 
in  France,  a  monastic  "ombudsman”  and  a  "spiritual  father" 
to  1.400  Trappist  monks  around  the  world,  says  there  is  a  "newr 
and  healthier”  spirit  in  Catholic  monasteries  today  because  of 
Vatican  II. 

Traditional  also  thriving 

The  Trappist  life,  along  with  the  Carthusians  and  the 
cloistered  Carmelites,  is  the  strictest  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  The  monks  work  at  hard  physical  labor  for  at  least 
four  or  five  hours  a  day,  and  spend  many  hours  in  prayer  and 
study  and  in  chanting  the  divine  office  in  the  monastery 
church. 


Eastern  Orthodoxy  is  in  many  ways  the  most  conservative 
and  resistant  to  change  of  the  branches  of  Christianity.  It 
might  therefore  be  assumed  that  Orthodox  monasteries  would 
be  failing  to  adapt  to  modern  times  —  but  such  is  not  the  case 
Delegates  to  a  conference  on  Orthodox  monasticism,  held  in 
Cairo  last  spring  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  declared 
that  “in  the  Orthodox  churches  one  is  convinced  that  the 
renewal  of  spiritual  life  today  should  begin  with  a 
revitalization  of  our  monastic  communities.” 
Communications  link  in  East  Europe 
An  official  of  the  interdenominational  World  Association  for 
Christian  Communication,  based  in  London,  England,  reports 
that  Eastern  Orthodox  monasteries  are  providing  an 
important  person-to-person  communications  link  in 
Communist  East  Europe  where  Christian  publications  and 
broadcasts  are  severely  restricted  if  not  banned  outright.  The 
Rev.  Albert  Manuel,  director  of  the  association’s  media  unit 
and  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  South  India,  says  that  “the 
dimension  of  person-to-person  Christian  communication  is 
warmly  and  enthusiastically  carried  on  in  the  monasteries, 
reflecting  the  ultimate  dimension  of  the  giving  of  God  Himself 
through  Christ.” 


New  kind  of  ‘revival’ 
seen  today  in  America 


MIAMI  (RNS)  -  In  years  past,  what  is 
happening  in  this  country  today  would 
have  been  called  "a  revival,”  said  one  of 
the  nation’s  best  known  clergymen.  Dr. 
Norman  Vincent  Peale. 

“But  that  word  doesn’t  exactly 
describe  it,”  said  the  81-year-old  pastQr 
of  New  York’s  Marble  Collegiate  Church, 
where  he  has  served  for  47  years.  "I’d 
call  it  a  kind  of  pervasive  spiritual 
movement  going  on  quietly,  without 
fanfare.” 

The  movement  is  not  a  reaction  to  a 
fear  of  depression,  insisted  the  author  of 
“The  Power  of  Positive  Thinking”  and 
many  other  books.  "In  fact,  it  comes 
from  another  direction.  We  have  seen  all 
the  achievements  of  science  and  the 
greatness  of  the  American  economy,  yet 
people  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
maybe  the  material  things  may  not 
represent  the  summum  bonum.” 

"What  we  see  is  an  intelligent,  thought¬ 
ful  spiritual  movement  by  people  who 
have  cars,  television,  the  works,  and  are 
looking  for  real  basic  values  that  have 
the  meaning  of  life,”  said  Dr.  Peale,  who 
was  in  Miami  to  present  the  annual  Ho¬ 
ratio  Alger  Awards  for  the  American 
Schools  and  Colleges  Association. 

Dr.  Peale  sees  the  revival  as  a  lay 
movement  to  which  the  churches  are  re¬ 
sponding  under  the  leadership  of  “the 
best  educated,  best  informed,  most 
spiritually-minded  clergy  I’ve  ever 
known  in  the  ministry.” 

He  sees  the  church  as  having  problems 
but  growing.  "We  should  be  glad  we  have 
problems  because  it  gives  people  a 
chance  to  grow.”  said  the  Reformed 
Church  pastor. 

One  of  the  problems  is  the  so-called 
"electronic  church,”  the  national  tele¬ 
vision  ministries.  The  cost  of  such  minis¬ 
tries  is  staggering  and  tends  to  hurt 
small,  rural  churches,  says  Dr.  Peale. 


“On  the  other  hand,  how  are  you  going 
to  reach  this  vast  American  populace 
unless  you  go  into  their  homes  via 
modem  media?”  he  asked. 

Baltimore 
UMs  recall 
song  writer 

BALTIMORE  (UMC)  -  Back  when 
Baltimore  was  only  a  village  but  also  an 
important  port,  just  200  years  ago,  the 
boy  who  was  to  write  the  United  States’ 
national  anthem  was  bom  nearby.  Some 
63  years  later,  Francis  Scott  Key  died 
where  now  stands  one  of  the  city’s  best- 
known  United  Methodist  churches. 

These  events  were  recalled  this  fall  in 
that  church,  Mt.  Vernon  Place,  as  Balti¬ 
more  celebrated  its  250th  anniversary. 
The  Rev.  Kenneth  S.  Jones,  pastor,  re¬ 
called  the  life  and  contributions  of  the 
anthem  writer  as  also  a  lawyer,  defender 
of  the  underdog,  including  slaves;  tither 
and  promoter  of  the  Bible. 

Francis  Key,  whose  sister’s  home  was 
on  the  site  of  Mt.  Vernon  Place  Church, 
was  not  a  Methodist,  but  an  Episco¬ 
palian.  In  that  communion  he  was  a  lay 
preacher,  church  school  teacher  and  lay 
witness,  and  for  a  time  considered  enter¬ 
ing  the  priesthood.  He  was  a  founder  of 
the  Episcopal  Theological  Seminary  in 
Alexandria,  Va. 

Mr.  Jones  recounted  how  Francis  Key 
conducted  "meeting"  or  devotions  for  his 
family  and  household  from  his  youthful 
days  in  Frederick.  Md.,  a  practice  he 
continued  during  his  law  career  in 
Washington  in  the  early  1800’s.  He  even 
preached  on  Sunday  afternoons  in 
Washington’s  market  places.  He  was  a 
long-time  director  of  the  American  Bible 
Society. 


LITCHFIELD,  Minn.  —  Church  school  children  are  designing  the  bulletin  covers 
for  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service  at  Litchfield  United  Methodist  Church  from 
October  through  December.  This  one  was  created  by  Jennifer  Smith,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alex  Smith. 
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Janitor  —  who  always  had 
the  last  word  —  honored 


NERSTRAND,  Minn.  (RNS)  -  “Jani¬ 
tor”  is  still  a  good  word  in  this  small, 
heavily  Norwegian  community. 

Albert  Rudningen  did  the  job  so  well 
for  50  years  at  Grace  Lutheran  Church 
that  the  whole  community  and  the  top 
official  of  his  denomination  turned  out 
when  he  was  honored  on  his  retirement. 

Mr.  Rudningen  held  the  part-time  job 
since  1929  when,  at  the  age  of  15,  he  was 
hired  for  the  tidy  sum  of  $35  a  month 
When  he  was  confirmed  at  the  church, 

|  Poem  of  the  Week  J 

The  little  miracles 
By  STARRLETTE  L.  HOW  ARD 
We  take  so  much  for  granted 
As  we  awake  to  each  new  day 
We  just  accept  the  blessings 
That  God  has  sent  our  way. 

We  seldom  see  the  miracles 
As  we  gaze  upon  some  star 
Or  listen  to  a  bird’s  song 
We  forget  just  what  they  are 
A  lovely  flower,  a  sweet  smile 
The  atmosphere  of  love 
We  sometimes  forget  that  all  of  life 
Is  created  from  above. 

It  seems  that  we  should  pause  a  bit 
To  reflect  and  then  to  raise 
Our  hearts  and  thoughts  to  God 
In  prayers  of  loving  praise. 


he  was  already  serving  as  its  janitor. 
And  when  he  first  laid  eyes  on  his  future 
wife,  Mildred,  he  was  peering  from  be¬ 
hind  his  janitor’s  lawnmower  while  cut¬ 
ting  the  grass  at  the  church. 

Some  say  that  Mr.  Rudningen  has  been 
janitor  so  long  that  he  had  gained  an 
influence  over  church  affairs  that  was 
out  of  proportion  with  the  humble  nature 
of  his  job.  In  addition  to  his  regular 
duties  as  janitor,  Mr.  Rudningen  also  had 
been  in  charge  of  church  ushers,  assisted 
with  distributing  Communion  and  had 
run  the  church’s  public  address  system. 
He  was  so  involved  in  running  the  church 
that  one  former  pastor  used  to  call  him 
"my  co-pilot.” 

“He’s  been  here  so  long  that  he  does 
things  his  way,”  said  the  Rev.  John 
Hagen,  present  pastor  of  the  church. 
"Sometimes,  the  church  council  will  talk 
about  changing  something  when  all  of  a 
sudden  we  remember  Albert.”  Pastor 
Hagen  laughed.  "Then  someone  asks, 
‘Who’s  going  to  tell  Albert?’  That’s  when 
we  all  look  at  each  other  and  we  say, 
‘Hmmmmmm  ,  ,  .  forget  it’.’’ 

“We  just  wanted  to  honor  him,”  said 
Pastor  Hagen.  "I  can’t  even  conceive  of 
anyone  lasting  50  years  as  a  janitor.  It 
may  even  be  a  world  record. " 

Of  his  years  as  janitor.  Mr.  Rudningen 
says.  "It  sorta  growed  on  me.  I  loved 
every  day  of  it.  The  Good  Lord  has  al¬ 
ways  been  with  me,  I  guess." 


New  Christmas  hymn 

Let’s  Celebrate  The  Christ-child’s  Birth! 

Beloit.  I..M. 

Sherwoods.  Davis.  1898-  Carl  G.  Reissiger.  1798-185! 

1  Let  s  cel  e  brate  the  Christ  child's  birth  with  song 
2.  But  high  er  praise  than  word  or  song  to  God 

3  Where  cus  tom  robs  some-one  ol  hope,  where  tears 

4  To  bring  re  lief  or  find  a  cure  for  those 

5  So  may  this  Christ  mas  be  for  you  a  time 
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prayer  and  joyous  praise,  while  showing  peoples  on  the 
to  His  glor-i:ous  Son  a-rise  Irom  shar  ing  with  the 
tort  the  ways  of  life,  em-ploy-ment  fails  and  man  can't 
lace  such  black  despair  is  greater  praise  to  God  for 
joy  and  inner  peace,  as  you  have  sought  His  work  to 
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earth  to  live  creatively  always, 

throng  our  hopes  and  cares;  good  deeds  well  done 
cope.  our  justice  flees  in  bitter  strife: 
sure,  than  gifts  of  gold  or  Psalms  so  rare! 
do  and  He  has  sent  you  calm  release' 


UM  pastor  pens  new  Christmas  hymn 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  —  Retired  United  Methodist  minister  Sherwood  S.  Davis 


Catholic  study  rebuts 
ban  on  women  priests 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  Exclusion  of 
women  from  the  priesthood  "cannot  be 
sustained  on  either  logical  or  historical 
grounds,”  a  group  of  Roman  Catholic 
biblical  scholars  have  concluded  after  a 
major  three-year  study. 

The  report  of  a  task  force  of  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Biblical  Association  directly  contra¬ 
dicts  the  1977  Vatican  declaration  which 
ruled  out  women  priests  as  a  violation  of 
tradition  and  of  Christ’s  example 

“While  male  leaders  have  been  more 
prominent  and  numerous  in  the  early 
church,  and  while  women’s  activities 
may  have  been  somewhat  limited  by 
what  was  culturally  permissible,  many 
roles  which  ultimately  were  associated 
with  the  priestly  ministry  were  evidently 
never  restricted  to  man,”  says  the  report 
published  in  the  fall  issue  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion’s  Catholic  Biblical  Quarterly 

Arguments  against  women’s  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  priesthood  based  on  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  or  on  disci¬ 
plinary  regulations,  or  the  created  order 
as  mentioned  in  Genesis,  “cannot  be  sus¬ 
tained  by  New  Testament  evidence,"  says 
the  report  of  the  seven-member  task 
force  headed  by  Auxiliary  Bishop 
Richard  J.  Sklba  of  Milwaukee. 

The  task  force,  which  included  three 
women,  was  commissioned  by  the 
association  in  August  1976  to  study  "The 
Role  of  Women  in  Early  Christianity.” 
That  was  before  the  Vatican  issued  its 
declaration  excluding  women  from  the 
priesthood  in  January  1977,  and  was  not 
intended  as  a  response  to  that  document, 
said  the  Rev.  Joseph  Jensen.  O.S.B., 


executive  director  of  the  Washington- 
based  association. 

The  task  force’s  report  nevertheless 
rebuts  many  of  the  points  raised  in  the 
Vatican  declaration  approved  by  the  late 
Pope  Paul  VI,  and  reiterated  by  Pope 
John  Paul  II,  most  recently  on  his  visit  to 
the  United  States. 

The  Christian  priesthood,  as  under¬ 
stood  today,  began  to  be  established 
around  the  end  of  the  First  Century  or  the 
beginning  of  the  second,  the  report 
states.  Different  services  that  were  later 
incorporated  into  the  priestly  ministry 
were  performed  by  various  members  of 
the  community  —  including  women. 

“The  New  Testament  evidence  does 
not  indicate  that  one  group  controlled  or 
exercised  all  ministries  in  the  earliest 
church.”  says  the  report  "Rather  the 
responsibility  for  ministry  or  service 
was  shared  by  various  groups  within  the 
community.” 

There  is  no  evidence  women  were  ex¬ 
cluded  from  any  of  the  functions  later 
associated  with  the  priestly  ministry,  the 
study  shows  Women  were  instrumental 
in  the  founding  of  the  churches,  held 
leadership  roles,  performed  functions  in 
public  worship,  taught  converts  and  were 
prophets. 

It  says  there  is  a  "serious  logical  diffi¬ 
culty”  with  the  historical  agreement  that 
exclusion  of  women  from  the  priesthood 
was  the  intention  of  Jesus.  The  New 
Testament  does  not  show  that  a  "theolog¬ 
ical  decision  was  made  to  exclude 
women  from  the  priestly  ministry,”  the 
report  says. 


read  a  poem  he  had  written  at  a  pastors’  retreat  last  spring  and  they  encouraged  him 
to  set  it  to  music.  The  above  tune  is  the  one  he  selected  to  fit  the  meter  of  the  poem. 
The  Southwest  Texas  conference  edition  of  TM/UMR  recently  printed  the  new 
Christmas  hymn  and  urged  local  churches  to  use  it. 


South  African  Methodists 


vote  inquiry  on  minister 


CAPE  TOWN.  South  Africa  (RNS)  - 
The  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa 
is  investigating  the  activities  of  one  of  its 
ministers  who  is  the  head  of  a  contro¬ 
versial  group  called  the  Christian 
League  of  Southern  Africa.  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  this  group  have  visited 
some  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
United  States  during  the  past  year,  al¬ 
though  they  were  denied  a  chance  to 
speak  at  UM-related  Duke  University. 

In  a  statement,  church  president 
Andrew  Losaba  said  the  Rev.  Fred  Shaw 
was  accused  of  “fomenting  dissension 
and  disaffection  among  the  members  of 
our  church."  Mr.  Losaba  said  the  probe 
will  also  examine  Mr.  Shaw’s  alleged 
relationship  to  secret  projects  of  the 
former  government  information  depart¬ 
ment. 

Last  year,  the  church’s  annual  con¬ 
ference  adopted  a  report  calling  the 
league  incompatible  with  “an  explicitly 
Wesleyan  perspective,”  and  citing  what 
it  called  the  organization’s  “apparent 
equivocation  on  apartheid  and  its  propa¬ 
gation  of  theologies  of  confrontation  and 
polarization.” 

A  report  in  the  British  newspaper.  The 
Guardian,  has  charged  that  the  former 
information  department  budgeted  a 
secret  annual  grant  of  more  than  $400,000 
for  the  league  in  an  effort  to  have  it  dis¬ 
credit  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
through  propaganda. 

When  he  was  asked  about  the  charge, 
Mr.  Shaw  said  the  league  was  financed 
by  business  interests  whose  identity  he 
would  not  disclose.  He  added:  “If  we  re¬ 
ceive  money  from  the  South  African 
government  and  it  is  given  to  us  ( so )  that 
we  don’t  know  who  gave  it  to  us,  and  with 
no  strings  attached,  then  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  government  must  be  praised  as  the 
most  Christian  government  in  the  world, 
because  it  is  only  helping  aid  the  defense 
of  the  faith." 

In  other  recent  matters,  the  church  has 
called  for  the  release  of  Nelson  Mandela, 
a  leader  of  the  banned  African  National 
Congress  Party  who  has  been  imprisoned 
for  17  years,  as  a  “contributor  towards 
meaningful  change.” 

Mr.  Mandela  and  several  other  defend¬ 
ants  were  sentenced  to  life  imprisonment 
in  1964  after  one  of  the  longest  political 
trials  in  the  history  of  South  Africa.  They 
were  convicted  of  plotting  a  “violent 
revolution"  against  the  country's  racial- 
separation  (apartheid)  policies. 

In  proposing  the  resolution,  the  Rev 
Wesley  Mabuza  said  Mr.  Mandela  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  is  “a  devoted  Christian  and 


Artificial  blood  first 
used  for  Jehovah  s 


‘ Dear  Deborah  ’ 

Which  church  should  we  join? 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  warn  you  I  am  not  signing  this.  You 
may  see  why  soon.  We  are  new  residents 
(five  months )  in  a  lovely  suburb,  my  hus¬ 
band.  myself  and  our  sons.  12  and  eight. 
All  has  been  going  very  well.  Incidental 
ly.  we  are  a  black  family.  Our  biggest 
problem  is  not  the  neighbors  or  the 
"white”  school  but  deciding  on  a  church 
home.  So  we  want  your  opinion. 

We  still  are  members  of  the  large 
active  black  church  in  the  city.  Our 
friends  there  are  arguing  about  what  we 
should  do  now  —  should  we  stay  with  our 
black  church  we  love  and  let  our  boys 
have  this  experience  or  should  we  "inte¬ 
grate"  and  become  part  of  the  suburban 
church. 

I  must  admit  the  worship  service  is 
strange  to  us.  we  do  not  care  for  most  of 
the  music,  but  we  do  get  a  warm  wel¬ 
come  when  we  go.  Some  members  have 
actually  been  pressuring  us  to  join  here 
saying  we  would  ADD  something  they 
need.  What  should  we  do?  Will  the  church 
ever  be  “one"  and  will  services  ever  be 
for  "all"? 

Keeping  Cool  in  Suburbia 


Dear  Keeping  Cool . 

I  think  you  should  go  right  ahead  and 
join  the  suburban  church.  I’m  pre¬ 
judiced.  of  course,  because  I  too  live  in 
the  suburbs  and  desire  to  go  to  a  church 
that  is  color-full.  The  new  situation  in 
housing  and  jobs  is  opening  doors  and  let¬ 
ting  in  some  much  needed  fresh  air  in 
many  suburban  congregations  It  will 
take  courage  and  patience  to  leave 
behind  cherished  traditions 

Yes,  the  church  can  and  will  change 
When  we  are  tempted  to  think  that 
change  takes  forever,  we  need  only  look 
at  w  hat  has  happened  in  all  of  our  lives  in 
the  past  two  decades.  Slow-?  Not  very! 

When  you  become  a  member  of  the 
new  church  ask  to  be  on  the  worship  com¬ 
mission  and  just  maybe  you  can  w  arm  up 
the  place.  Cool. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life  Write: 
"Dear  Deborah. ”  *P.O.  Box  221076. 
Dallas.  Tex.  75222 


W  itriess  patient 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  Artificial 
blood  was  used  for  the  first  time  in  the 
United  States  recently  on  a  patient  at 
University  of  Minnesota  hospitals  who 
refused  a  blood  transfusion  on  religious 
grounds. 

The  blood  substitute,  a  mixture  of 
chemicals  called  fluorocarbons  that  can 
carry  large  amounts  of  oxygen,  was 
given  to  a  67-year-old  Jehovah's  Witness 
to  replace  blood  lost  during  surgery  four 
weeks  earlier. 

Robert  Lee,  spokesman  for  the  hos¬ 
pitals.  said  Dr  Robert  Anderson,  the 
patient's  surgeon,  told  him  the  procedure 
was  done  because  blood  was  needed  after 
an  infection  developed  following  blood¬ 
vessel  surgery  on  the  patient's  leg. 

Mr.  Lee  quoted  Dr  Anderson  as  saying 
that  the  surgery’  probably  saved  the 
patient’s  life  Jehovah’s  Witnesses 
believe  the  Bible  forbids  blood  trans¬ 
fusion  on  the  basis  of  several  verses  in 
Leviticus  which  warn  against  “eating 
blood”  and  the  patient  refused  one  for 
that  reason 


statesman.”  The  minister  added  he  per¬ 
sonally  would  be  willing  to  go  on  a  hunger 
strike  to  ensure  the  release  of  Mr. 
Mandela. 

In  addition  to  urging  the  release  of  Mr. 
Mandela,  the  Methodist  Church  of  South¬ 
ern  Africa’s  97th  conference  also  called 
for  a  review  of  the  cases  of  all  political 
prisoners,  an  amnesty  for  persons  who 
are  exiles  and  refugees  “for  political  rea¬ 
sons  only,”  and  a  national  convention  "in 
which  such  leaders  of  the  black  people 
will  be  able  to  participate." 

And  in  another  action.  The  Voice, 
South  Africa’s  only  black-owned  news¬ 
paper.  lost  the  support  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa. 

At  its  annual  conference,  the  church 
approved  a  report  presented  by  its  Chris¬ 
tian  Citizenship  Department  which  de¬ 
plored  the  newspaper’s  carrying  of 
liquor  advertisements  “which  exploit  the 
concept  of  race  as  well  as  promoting  the 
consumption  of  alcohol. " 

Although  the  newspaper  is  supported 
by  the  South  African  Council  of  Church¬ 
es,  the  Methodist  conference  expressed 
dismay  at  what  it  called  the  absence  of 
"obvious  Christian  perspective"  in  its 
news  reporting. 


Baseball  star  is  hit  at  Bible  Week  luncheon 

NEW  YORK  —  Willie  Stargell.  captain  of  the  World  Champion  Pittsburgh  Pirates, 
extreme  right,  chats  with  Howard  Cosell,  prominent  sportscaster  and  Thomas  A. 
Murphy,  chairman  of  General  Motors  Corp.,  center,  at  the  National  Bible  Week 
Luncheon  held  here  last  month.  Mr.  Stargell  inaugurated  National  Bible  Week  with  a 
Bible  reading  at  the  event  —  marking  the  39th  anniversary  of  the  observance.  It  is 
sponsored  by  the  Interfaith  Laymen’s  National  Bible  Committee. 
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December  16th: 


Methodist  Home  Hospital  Sunday 

The  Ministry  Of  The 
Methodist  Home  Hospital 


is  located  at  SI 5  Washington  Avenue 
in  New  Orleans  The  facility  functions  as  a 
receiving  home  to  provide  temporary  care 
for  abandonded,  abused,  needy,  and  ne¬ 
glected  children. 

There  will  always  be  little  hands  and  hearts 
reaching  out  for  love.  The  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  is  just  that  - 
trying  to  supply  the  care  and  concern  to 
the  abused,  abandoned  and  needy  child 
between  the  years  of  2  and  14  -  to  heal 
the  burns,  cuts  and  whip  burns,  as  well  as 
the  broken  spirits  and  hearts.  To  heal  the 
little  physical  bodies  is  relatively  easy.  To 
heal  the  mind  and  spirits  of  these  children 
is  much  more  difficult  and  takes  longer. 
Tender  loving  care  goes  a  long  way  toward 
accomplishing  miracles,  however,  intensive 
therapy  is  often  necessary. 


We  Change,  But 
We  Still  Hope 


Your  Christmas  offering  this  year  will 
be  the  last  special  offering  taken  for  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital.  This  Home 
which  served  over  80  years  as  a 
Maternity  Home  and  Adoption  Agency 
and  for  the  past  6  years  as  a  temporary 
emergency  receiving  home  for  abused, 
abandoned,  and  neglected  children,  has 
been  grateful  for  your  support  and 
solicits  your  help  in  the  future.  Your  love 
and  concern  for  these  two  ministries 
have  helped  many  needy  persons  and  we 
feel  confident  that  you  will  continue  to 
help  the  unfortunate  children  who  will 
continue  to  come  into  the  care  of  the 
Home.  Statistics  show  that  children  who 
are  abused  become  child  abusers 
themselves  when  they  are  adults.  The 


THE  NEEDY  CHILD 


The  needy  child  is  one  whose  parents 
have  died  leaving  no  one  to  care  for  him. 
The  needy  child  is  one  whose  parents  are 
ill .  separated  or  financially  unable  to  care 
for  the  child. 


‘Where  We’reAtf 


Now  in  its  seventh  year  of  operation  as 
a  home  for  abused,  abandoned,  and 
neglected  children,  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  is  presently  providing  a  social 
service  to  needy  children  of  Louisiana 
that  encompasses  much  more  than  the 
temporary  custodial  care  that  was  first 
envisioned.  In  recent  years  there  have 
been  many  changes  in  our  program  and 
additions  to  our  staff  that  have  made  it 
possible  for  us  to  offer  to  the  children  a 
much  higher  level  of  care 
When  the  present  director  of  child  care 
came  here  in  the  summer  of  1976  he 
observed  that  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
‘was  an  emergency  receiving  home  in 
the  constant  state  of  emergency.’  There 
was  so  much  to  be  done,  so  many  things 
that  you  couldn’t  do,  so  much  that  no  one 
really  could  have  imagined  at  the 
inception  of  the  program,  that  one  felt 
when  he  or  she  left  at  the  end  of  the  day 
that  little  had  been  accomplished.  Your 
duties  were  completely  determined  by 


the  emergencies  at  hand.  You  had  little, 
if  any,  time  to  plan  or  follow  up  on 
anything.  In  actuality  one  knew  deep 
down  inside  oneself  that  he  or  she  had 
given  his  or  her  very  best  but  he  or  she 
still  had  this  empty  feeling  that  we  were 
only  putting  band-aids  on  psyches  of 
emotionally-torn  little  boys  and  girls.  As 
the  time  of  their  so-called  ‘temporary 
stay'  lingered  on  from  days  to  months, 
and  yes.  even  years,  it  was  realized  by 
the  staff  as  a  whole  and  the 
administration  in  particular  that  we  had 
to  do  more.  Those  other  institutions,  the 
welfare  department  and  the  courts,  those 
with  authority  and  the  responsibility  to 
provide  the  children  with  the 
professional  services  and  special  care 
that  they  so  desperately  needed,  just 
weren’t  getting  the  job  done.  Strapped 
with  literally  hundreds  of  cases, 
inefficient  bureaucratic  policies  and 
procedures,  legal  delays,  and  a  constant 
turnover  of  individual  caseworkers. 


The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  is  the 
church  in  action  —  in  action  with  abused, 
battered,  neglected,  and  abandoned 
children  between  the  ages  of  two  and 
fourteen  years.  These  boys  and  girls 
come  from  every  economic  and 
educational  level  of  our  society.  All  races 
and  denominations  are  represented. 
Child  abuse  is  no  respector  of  persons  in 
any  sense. 

Children  come  to  the  Home,  being 
brought  by  police,  social  workers,  and 
child  protective  workers  any  hour  of  the 
day  or  night.  The  Home  takes  any  child 
from  any  parish  that  the  authorities 
bring. 

Children  come  abused  in  every  way  a 
little  human  body  can  be  abused  -  from 
the  child  that  has  been  severely  battered 
by  an  adult  fist  to  the  point  that  brain 
surgery  is  necessary  to  save  his  life,  to 
the  child  that  has  broken  bones  or 
lacerations  of  all  kinds. 

Burning  is  a  common  method  adults 
use  to  abuse  a  child.  Sometimes  a  child  is 
held  in  boiling  water,  sat  on  a  red  hot 
plate,  or  has  a  steam  iron  pressed  on  his 
arm  or  back. 

Physical  abuse  is  only  one  type  of 
abuse  that  is  seen  at  the  Home.  Sexual 
abuse  of  both  boys  and  girls  from  very 
tender  ages  on  up,  is  too  common. 

Almost  all  children  come  abused 
emotionally.  This  is  where  the  real 
ministry  of  the  Home  is  at  work.  The 
Reverend  Mayo,  Superintendent,  said, 
‘It’s  easy  to  care  for  the  physical  needs  of 
the  children  -  to  bind  up  the  wounds  and 
set  the  bones,  but  binding  up  little  hearts 
and  minds  is  another  matter.  It  is  easy  to 
heal  the  outward  scars  and  burns,  but  the 
inward  scars  are  more  difficult  to  heal.’ 

To  meet  the  physical  and  emotional 
needs  the  sixty-odd  children  in  the  Home 
at  any  one  time  requires  a  staff  of  about 
60  persons.  Along  with  the 
Superintendent  and  Director  of  Child 
Care  are  supervisors,  child  care 
workers,  a  consultant  psychiatrist,  a 
M.S.W.  social  worker,  music  therapist. 


art  therapist,  etc. 

It  is  never  known  how  long  a  child  will 
be  in  the  Home.  Some  will  be  only  a  few 
weeks,  others  many  months  before  the 
case  worker  and  courts  can  determine 
the  best  disposition  of  the  case.  About 
40%  will  be  returned  to  their  natural 
parents,  6%  will  of  necessity  be  placed  in 
a  long-term  treatment  center  or  mental 
hospital  for  intensive  care.  The  balance 
of  the  children  will  go  to  long-term  foster 
homes. 

It  is  true  a  few  children  are  returned  to 
the  Home.  Judges,  social  workers,  and 
doctors  do  make  mistakes  in  returning 
some  children  to  the  family  or  foster 
homes  do  not  work  out  as  were  planned, 
but  in  most  cases  things  work  out  for  the 
betterment  of  the  child. 

This  past  year  has  seen  many 
improvements  in  the  level  of  care 
provided  by  the  Home.  Tulane 
University’s  School  of  Social  Work  is  now 
using  the  Home  for  field  placement  for 
many  of  their  graduate  students,  and  the 
L.S.U.  Dental  School  students  give  dental 
checkups  to  all  residents.  This  speaks 
well  for  the  total  program  of  the  Home. 

December  has  for  many  years  been  the 
month  that  the  churches  of  Louisiana 
have  responded  to  the  needs  of  the  Home 
with  special  offering  in  the  local  church. 
Better  than  25%  of  the  operating  budget 
must  come  from  the  churches  yearly. 
Special  brochures  and  envelopes  have 
been  sent  to  every  church  requesting 
them  for  use  this  year.  The  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  is  one  of  the  very  few 
institutions  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  merits 
the  support  of  every  Methodist. 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  belongs 
to  you.  It  is  your  church  serving  where 
the  need  is  acute.  It  is  your  church  saying 
to  children  and  youth  that  there  are 
people  who  care  —  People  who  love,  and 
that  God  is  real,  not  just  a  prefix  for 
profanity. 

William  F.  Mayo,  Supt. 


ministry  of  the  Home  is  designed  to  help 
terminate  this  cycle. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
voted  to  initiate  a  combined  form  of 
solicitation  for  six  health  and  welfare 
ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Churches.  These  combined  fund  raising 
efforts  will  be  at  Easter  and  during  the 
Christmas  season  each  year.  Funds 
generated  from  these  offerings  will  be 
divided  among  the  six  health  and  welfare 
agencies  according  to  a  funding 
percentage  plan. 

We  at  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
feel  confident  that  you  will  continue  to 
support  our  efforts  with  your  prayers  and 
gifts. 


in  a  ministry  of 
temporary  care 
and  concern  for 
abandoned,  abused, 
needy,  and  neglected  ^ 
children. 


these  institutions  seldom  if  ever  got 
around  to  providing  badly  needed  dental 
care,  eye  examinations,  psychological 
and  psychiatric  testing,  evaluation,  and 
treatment,  special  education  placement, 
etc.,  and  perhaps,  most  important, 
personal  visitations  to  the  children  that 
were  placed  here. 

The  situation  got  to  the  point  where  we 
realized  that  we  were  not.  and  morally 
could  not,  simply  function  as  a  custodial 
center  and  rely  upon  these  agencies  to 
provide  those  badly  needed  services 
Over  a  period  of  two  years  we  gradually 
began  adding  new  people  to  our  staff 
Among  them  are  an  assistant  child  care 
director,  a  clothing  coordinator,  a 
M.S.W.  social  worker,  a  consulting 
psychiatrist,  a  part-time  musical 
therapist,  and  an  activities  coordinator 
We’ve  also  begun  serving  as  a  training 
site  for  MSW  graduate  students  from 
Tulane  School  of  Social  Work.  Most 
recently  we’ve  entered  into  a  contract 
with  New  Orleans  Service  Learning 
Agency,  a  referral  agency. which  sends 
us  college  work/study  students.  We've 
attempted  to  improve  all  of  our 
employees  skills  with  a  varied  in-service 
training  program.  We  have  also 
attempted  to  beef  up  our  volunteer 
program  to  the  point  where  we  now  have 
approximately  thirty  regular  homework 
tutors,  a  dance  instructor,  two 
kindergarten  advisors/  helpers,  and 


various  other  volunteers.  Last,  but 
certainly  not  the  least,  we  have  been  able 
to  arrange  for  all  our  school-age  children 
to  attend  weekly  church  services  and 
church  school  classes  through  the 
generous  support  of  Rayne  Methodist 
Church,  and  have  our  kindergarteners  on 
up  attend  vacation  church  school  and 
MYF  activities  through  the  cooperation 
and  support  of  other  Methodist  and 
Protestant  groups.  These  new  people  and 
programs  have  allowed  us  to  care  for  our 
children  in  a  holistic  manner,  enabling  us 
to  see  that  each  child’s  physical, 
emotional,  spiritual,  and  recreational 
needs  are  met  while  in  residence  here. 

It  would  be  totally  untrue  to  claim  that 
we’re  now  able  to  handle  every  problem 
that  our  children  are  faced  with.  We’re 
very  far  from  that  point!  But,  we  do  feel 
that  we  have  been  making  some  big 
strides  and  we  have  a  number  of  new 
proposals  presently  pending.  We 
welcome  anyone  who  might  be  interested 
in  knowing  more  about  our  program  to 
come  and  visit  with  us.  To  paraphrase  a 
campaign  slogan  of  one  of  our  recent 
gubernatorial  candidates,  we  that  ‘have 
served  some  1500  needy  children  in  six 
years  with  the  best  care  we  could 
provide.  and  we’re  just  getting 
started!' 

Alan  Hasenkampf, 

Director  of  Child  Care 


THE  ABUSED  CHILD 

The  abused  child  is  that  child  who  has 
physical  evidence  of  being  battered  and 
abused  by  his  parents  or  those  responsible 
for  his  care. 


A  Note  From  Our  Social  Worker 


Working  with  children  who  are  in 
foster  care  is  a  many-faceted  job.  Most  of 
the  children  placed  at  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  come  to  us  scared  and 
distrustful  of  adults.  Their  distrust 
makes  it  unlikely  to  open  up  immediately 
to  our  staff,  yet  their  many  needs  make  it 
very  hard  for  them  not  to  ‘give  in’  and 
allow  us  to  help  relieve  some  of  the 
burdens  they  carry.  Many  need 
immediate  medical  care.  All  need  new 
clothing,,  a  warm  bath,  food,  someone  to 
talk  to  about  the  ordeals  they  have  been 
through,  and  help  in  dealing  with  their 
strange  new  surroundings.  As  each  of  us 
on  the  staff  get  involved  with  the  recent 

THE  ABANDONED  CHILD 


arrival,  we  proceed,  with  care,  to 
become  acquainted  and  learn  about  this 
new  person  we  will  be  getting  to  know  on 
a  daily  basis.  This  is  a  process 
demanding  much  concentration  and 
work  on  our  part,  but  it  is  also  delightful 
to  discover  the  unique  qualities  and  gifts 
of  each  child.  It  is  also  fascinating  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  see  how  this 
newcomer  will  observe  and  react  to  the 
world  around  him.  As  children  grow  and 
develop  with  us,  they  become  a  part  of 
our  family  and  always  hold  a  special 
place  here  with  us  at  the  Methodist 
Home. 

Jill  Preis,  M.S.W. 


The  abandoned  child  is  that  child  who 
has  been  deserted  by  parents  who  have 
made  no  provision  for  the  child's  care. 


The  Activities  Director  Is  A  Busy  Person 


What  is  there  to  do  after  school,  on 
weekends,  during  holiday  breaks,  and 
during  the  long  summer  months  with 
sixty  children  ages  two  through 
fourteen? 

The  activities  that  we  are  able  to  offer 
the  children  during  their  stay  at  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  are  largely 
dependent  upon  the  support  we  receive 
from  groups  outside  our  program 

During  1979,  approximately  ten 
percent  of  our  activities  have  been 
provided  by  United  Methodist  Church 
Groups.  Rayne  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  New  Orleans  has  opened 
its  doors  to  our  children  and  provided  a 
place  for  them  in  their  church  school 
classes,  worship  services,  vacation 
church  school,  family  luncheons  and 
children’s  choir.  The  younger  children 
also  attended  vacation  church  school  at 
Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church. 
Also,  several  United  Methodist  Women 
groups  and  various  circles  throughout 
our  city  have  provided  games  and 
refreshments  on  a  regular  basis  for  our 
younger  children.  The  elementary 
children  enjoy  Bingo  on  a  monthly  basis, 
provided  by  Menholland  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  New  Orleans,  and  several  of 
our  children  participated  in  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  Auxiliary’s 
Spring  Fashion  Show.  Sure  hope  you 
didn’t  miss  this! 

Clown  ministries  are  becoming  a 
popular  expression  of  MYF  faith.  We 
have  had  groups  from  First  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  Franklinton  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Slidell  arrive  here  with 
balloons  and  painted  faces,  ready  to 
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A  MEMORIAL  GIFT 
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share  the  Gospel  message  with  puppets 
and  song. 

Other  activities  provided  this  year  by 
other  denominations  and  service 
organizations  have  been  trips  to  the  zoo, 
museum,  amusement  parks,  concerts, 
plays,  bowling,  Saints’  and  other  football 
games,  a  yearly  ranch  trip  and  holiday 
celebrations. 

During  the  Christmas  Season  and 
around  other  holidays,  the  Home’s 
calendar  brims  with  activities  which  are 
much  appreciated  by  our  children  who 
are  by  large  unable  to  celebrate  with 
relatives,  but  in  the  late  summer  month 
of  August  and  through  the  winter 
months,  weeks  often  pass  without 
bonuses  to  our  program  provided  by 
interested  church  groups  or  service 
organizations. 

Would  your  church  group  like  to  help  in 
providing  activities  for  our  children? 
Because  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
grounds  are  finite  and  the  neighborhood 
definitely  urban,  the  children  need  more 
organized  recreation  in  the  great 
outdoors.  Groups  that  come  and  play 
with  the  children  on  our  grounds  give 
them  one-to-one  attention  that  they  need. 
It  is  important  to  plan  specific  games  in 
advance.  Heavy  duty  outdoor  sports 
equipment  for  tether  ball,  volleyball, 
basketball,  etc.,  would  aid  the  program, 
as  would  games  and  arts  and  crafts  for 
recreation  during  inclement  weather. 
The  love,  understanding  and 
commitment  afforded  our  children  by 
good  hearted  individuals  and  their 
groups  are  invaluable! 

Julie  Naff,  Activities  Director 
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Local  Churches 


On  Super  Sunday.  January  20.  1980, 
Bishop  Shamblin  will  consecrate  the 
Family  Life  Center  which  is  just  being 
completed  at  “Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial"  Church  in  Bogalusa.  This 
multi-purpose  building  will  include  a 
large  room  60x90  feet,  kitchen,  youth 
room,  bath  and  shower  rooms,  storage 
and  craft  rooms.  Rev.  James  Poole  is 
pastor,  and  Rev.  James  Spitzkeit  is 
Associate  minister. 

The  31st  Anniversary  of  "Brooks” 
Church,  Kenneth  M.  Fisher,  Pastor, 
observed  in  November  1979,  included 
such  events  as  Lay  Revival  directed  by 
Charles  Watts,  District  Lay  Leader;  a 
Preaching  Mission,  led  by  former 
pastors  and  Rev.  Burnell  Bell; 
Visitation;  Prayer;  breakfast  and 
luncheon  meetings. 

A  “Fun  Band”  with  piano,  maracas, 
kazoos,  tambourines,  and  soloists, 
composed  of  sixteen  senior  adults  and 
directed  by  Tommy  Campbell,  has  been 
organized  at  “First  Church,  New 
Orleans,"  where  Rev.  Woodrow  Smith  is 
pastor  and  Rev.  Jerry  James  is 
Associate  minister.  At  the  church  Mrs. 
Mary  Peacock  has  been  named  the 
director  of  Christian  Education  as  the 
result  of  a  "design  process"  under  the 
direction  of  LEAD  Associates.  The 
Second  “Adult  School  of  Continuing 
Education"  was  held  in  the  fall. 

“Lasseigne  Church,  LaPlace,”  Rev. 
Robert  Bengston  has  been  participating 
in  a  community  survey  of  the  new 
subdivisions  in  its  rapidly  growing  area. 

"St.  Luke’s."  Rev  Conrad  Edwards, 
pastor,  has  completed  work  on  a  stained 
glass  window  and  a  rear  hall. 

“Live  Oak  Church,"  Rev.  Isaiah 
McCoy,  Pastor,  is  completing  an 
expansion  of  its  building  facilities  as  a 


result  of  funds  received  from  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
Conference  and  District  funds. 

‘‘Second  Church.”  Rev.  Joseph 
Pickett,  pastor,  has  remedied  a 
structural  defect,  and  redone  the  inner 
walls  of  the  sanctuary. 

“Elysian  Fields  Church.”  Rev. 
Tommy  Bergeron  pastor,  has  done 
extensive  repairs  on  the  parsonage. 

“Munholland  Church,”  William 
Blakeley  pastor,  is  experiencing 
tremendous  growth  in  membership  and 
attendance,  now  having  three  morning 
worship  services  —  8:30,  9:45,  and  11:00 
—  and  an  evening  service.  Much 
renovation  has  been  done,  along  with 
perfecting  of  plans  for  additional 
facilities. 

"Thirkield  Church/’  M.  M.  Goldman 
pastor,  is  rapidly  liquidating  its 
indebtedness. 

“St.  James,  Whitehall,”  Dr.  Carl 
Wethers  pastor,  has  done  needed  repairs 
on  its  building  and  has  further  renovation 
planned.  / 

“Bethany  Church,”  Moses  Jackson 
pastor,  under  the  direction  of  Prince  Hall 
Lodge  of  F.  &  A  M.,  recently  laid  a 
cornerstone. 

“Grace  Church.”  Robert  Harrington 


pastor,  has  this  year  refinished  the 
sanctuary  and  furnished  and  refinished 
the  parlor  and  pastor’s  study. 

“Hartzell  Church.”  James  Davidson 
pastor,  held  a  service  of  Dedication  in 
October  for  its  facilities,  with  the  district 
supt.  presiding. 

“St.  Andrew,"  Rev.  William  Eubanks, 
has  added  an  evening  service,  and  is 
experiencing  real  growth  in  attendance. 

"St.  Philip,”  Rev.  Burnell  Bell,  is 
refurbishing  the  interior  of  its  sanctuary. 

"Pearl  River  Church,”  Rev.  James 
Ailor,  has  employed  a  youth  minister, 
Robert  Douglas,  a  student  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

"Ponchatoula  Church,”  Rev.  Robert 
Potter  pastor,  has  completed  the 
relocation  and  expansion  of  its  pipe 
organ,  and  has  completed  payments  on 
the  retirement  home  in  which  retirees 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  A.  D.  St.  Amant  live. 

"First  Church  Slidell.”  Rev.  J.  Philip 
Woodland  pastor,  and  Rev.  James  Ailor 
Associate,  will  build  new  educational  and 
office  facilities  in  the  near  future. 

"Varnado  Church,”  Rev.  Karl  Wood 
pastor,  is  refurbishing  the  building  and 
enlarging  the  heating  and  cooling 
system. 


1 OOO  Club  Churches 


Aldersgate  UMC 

On  June  27,  1976,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  people  met  in  a  restaurant’s 
second  story  and  held  a  simple  church 
service  of  about  forty-five  minutes  in 
length.  The  pulpit  that  Sunday  was  a  box 
on  a  table,  the  music  was  provided  by  an 
accordian,  and  the  few  hymnals  were 
borrowed.  The  heat  was  oppressive  — 
before  the  forty-five  minutes  was  over, 
one  person  had  fainted.  But  from  that 
short  service  of  worship  in  very  simple 
surroundings,  there  was  bom  a  church 
which  would  call  itself  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist. 

Three  years  and  4  months  later  that 
same  church  has  a  membership  of  over 
500  with  an  average  worshiping 
congregation  of  over  400  each  Sunday.  A 
thriving  Church  School  is  providing 
quality  Christian  Education  to  over  200 
children  per  Sunday,  and  many 
programs,  carried  out  by  the  church 
during  the  week. 

Two  buildings  with  a  combined  floor 
area  of  approximately  13,000  square  feet 
serve  as  a  home  for  Aldersgate.  A 
Sanctuary  Building  Committee  will  be 
appointed  this  month.  Plans  are  to  begin 
construction  on  a  sanctuary  in  1981. 

Aldersgate  has  developed  a  far 
reaching  ministry  with  a  wide  range  of 


emphasis  in  its  short  history.  The  church 
has  adopted  a  program  of  “second  mile 
giving”  through  which  it  doubles  its 
conference  askings  and  uses  this  money 
for  special  mission  projects.  Such  an 
approach  to  stewardship  has  enabled  the 
church  to  sponsor  a  refugee  family  from 
Vietnam;  to  establish  a  scholarship  at 
the  seminary  level  for  a  minority 
student  ;  to  give  several  thousand  dollars 
to  World  Hunger  ,  to  offer  a  scholarship 
to  Centenary  College's  School  of  Church 
Careers.  The  1980  amount  of  second  mile 
giving  will  be  in  excess  of  $10,000. 

In  its  own  community,  Aldersgate  has 
pioneered  several  new  ministries  which 
have  had  ramifications  for  the  entire  city 
of  Slidell.  The  church  has  been 
responsible  for  beginning  a  Parents 
Anonymous  program  to  assist  parents  in 
coping  with  difficult  family  situations.  A 
Crisis  Line  has  been  established  by  the 
church;  a  program  to  assist  battered 
wives  and  families  in  distress  has  been 
greatly  assisted  by  Aldersgate.  These 
and  other  projects  indicate  something  of 
the  social  consciousness  which  has 
historically  characterized  the  Methodist 
community. 

Aldersgate  is  a  growing  church.  109 
persons  have  joined  its  fellowship  thus 
far  this  year,  and  as  the  community  of 
Slidell  continues  to  expand  so  should  the 


life  of  this  congregation.  The  challenge  of 
being  a  community  of  faith  which  brings 
to  bear,  in  relevant  ways,  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  on  the  issues  of  modern  society  is 
exciting  and  stimulation.  Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Church  is  endeavoring 
to  be  such  a  community  of  faith. 

St.  Tiraothy-On-The-North  Shore 

St.  Timothy  was  begun  in  1975.  The 
current  membership  of  the  church  is  360 
with  an  average  attendance  in  worship  of 
190.  In  October  of  this  year  the  church 
began  having  two  morning  worship 
services.  The  first  unit,  a  multi-purpose 
building,  was  finished  in  April  of  this 
year  and  plans  are  now  under  way  for  the 
construction  of  an  educational  building. 

The  Mandeville  location  has  afforded 
the  church  an  opportunity  to  become 
involved  with  Southeast  Hospital  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  This  is  one  of  the  unique 
opportunities  to  the  church. 

One  exciting  thing  happening  now  is  in 
the  field  of  Christian  Education.  An 
Educational  Task  Force  made  some 
recommendations  concerning  the  future 
of  St.  Timothy’s  Educational  ministry 
and  many  of  the  new  ideas  were 
implemented  this  fall.  Since  that  time, 
attendance  in  Sunday  School  has 
increased  by  25%. 


Lay  Program 


United  Methodist  Men  —  Laity 

Two  Lay  Speaking  Schools  and  two 
District  Retreats  have  been  emphases  of 
the  District  Board  of  the  Laity  in  1979. 
The  Lay  Speaking  Schools,  held  at 
Covington,  First  Church  in  the  spring, 
and  at  First  Church,  New  Orleans,  in  the 
fall,  were  under  the  direction  of  S.  N. 
Fitzmorris  of  Ponchatoula,  District 
Coordinator  of  Lay  Speaking,  and  were 
taught  by  the  Reverend  Gilbert  Wade  of 
Abbeville.  Twenty-four  persons  were 
certified  as  lay  speakers  in  the  two 
schools. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Charles  Watts, 
Bogalusa,  retreats  were  held  at  Regina 
Coeli  Retreat  Center,  Covington,  in  the 
spring  and  in  September.  Those 
providing  leadership  in  the  Retreats 
included  laypersons  from  First  Church, 
Ponchatoula;  Rex  Braswell  of 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi ;  and  the  Barber 
Family  of  Springfield  United  Methodist 
Church. 


United  Methodist  Women 

Featured  at  the  NO/S  District 
Conference  of  the  UMW  were  the 
following: 

1.  Honoring  MRS.  TRUMAN  WARD  for 
her  just  concluded  four  years  service  as 
President  of  the  Louisiana  conference 
United  Methodist  Women,  Mrs.  Robert 
Jakway  presented  Mrs.  Ward  an 
Honorary  Membership  Pin  on  behalf  of 
Any’s  home  Church,  St.  Luke’s.  Mrs. 
Ward  will  serve  the  Louisiana 
Conference  as  Dean  of  the  School  of 
Christian  Mission  in  1980. 

2.  Honored  MISS  EMMA  BURRIS  of 
Frariklinton  in  her  Jubilee  Year  —  the 
50th  Anniversary  of  her  commissioning 
as  a  deaconess  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
Miss  Burris  serves  the  NG/S  District  as 
Mission  Coordinator  of  Global  Concerns. 

Mrs.  Robert  Eggerton,  District 


President,  reports  that  in  the  past  two 
years,  the  district  has  stressed 
leadership  development.  Spiritual 
growth  and  stronger  methods  of 
communication  throughout  the  district. 
It  has  actively  supported  the  U.N.  Law  of 
the  Sea  Conferences  and  is  promoting 
ratification  of  the  new  Charter  of  Racial 
Justice  Policies. 

United  Methodist  Youth 

Youth  activity  and  interest  are  at  a 
new  high.  On  September  23,  1979,  under 
the  direction  of  the  NO/S  District  Youth 
Coordinator,  the  Reverend  Jerry  James, 
a  Rally  at  St.  Luke's  Church,  New 
Orleans,  inaugurated  the  79-80  agenda. 
The  200  youth  and  counselors 
participated  in  a  three  hour  event  which 
has  inspired  renewed  relationship  among 
the  district  churches.  The  members  of 
the  youth  team  are  Gesselle  Thompkins 
of  Bethany  Church,  and  Patti  Jernigan  of 
St.  Bernard  Church. 


NO/S  District  Program 


EVANGELISM  Evangelism,  in  all  its 
aspects,,,  is  being  stressed  in  the  NO/S 
District Mt  the  November  1st  Ministers’ 
Meeting  a  report  on  a  National 
Conference  on  Evangelism  was  given  by 
those  who  attended  from  the  district:  the 
Reverends  John  Giles,  James  Poole  and 
Chris  Andrews.  Earlier  in  the  year  a 
paper  on  Evangelism  was  presented  by 
the  Reverend  Phil  Woodland.  Many 
Revivals  are  being  held  this  fall  in  such 
churches  as  Brooks,  Arabi,  St.  Andrew, 
EMS  Bogalusa,  etc.  As  of  July  31,  1979, 
the  net  gain  this  year  in  the  district 
membership  in  the  churches  was  407. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  In  the  last 
two  years  a  number  of  District  Training 
Events  have  been  held,  including  five 
vacation  church  school  workshops,  and 
small  membership  church  school 
workshops,  directed  by  Mrs.  Inez 
Chrisentery ;  John  Savage  Workshops,  at 
St.  Luke’s;  Laboratory  School  at 
Muholland;  and  a  Training  Workshop  for 
Church  School  Workers  at  St.  Timothy. 
The  Reverend  James  Poole,  District 
Coordinator  of  Education,  reports  that  50 
people  attended  the  Training  Event  at  St. 
Timothy  in  Mandeville,  the  Reverend 
Don  McDowell  being  the  host  pastor. 

OUTREACH  In  a  special  district 
project,  nearly  $4,000.00  have  been 
contributed  to  a  Hurricane  Frederic 
Relief  Fund,  details  of  which  were 
handled  by  the  District  Director  of 
Disaster  Relief,  the  Reverend  Chris 
Andrews. 

Spanish  Speaking  Ministry  in  New 
Orleans  has  entered  a  new  era.  Moving 
from  Felicity  Church  to  First  Church, 
New  Orleans,  under  the  leadership  of  its 
new  pastor,  Dr.  Juan  Sanfiel,  its 
outreach  has  already  greatly  expanded. 
Dr.  Sanfiel,  who  came  from  Cuba  only 
eight  months  ago,  makes  the  following 
statement:  “There  are  some  83,000  to 
97,000  persons  from  Latin  American 
countries  living  in  New  Orleans. 

—  Around  43,000  are  from  Honduras, 
10,000  from  Cuba,  and  the  others  are 
from  countries  all  over  Latin  America. 
In  the  Spanish  Mission  we  presently  have 
representatives  from  Honduras, 
Guatemala,  Nicaragua,  Mexico,  and 
Cuba. 

The  Latin  American  has  barriers  that 
need  to  be  destroyed,  and  it  is  almost 


impossible  to  destroy  them  without  help. 
These  barriers  include  language, 
cultural  behavior,  and  a  total  lack  of 
knowledge  about  their  surroundings.  The 
Latin  Americans  are  also  at  a 
disadvantage  in  the  economic  order 
because  they  spent  ail  their  money  in  the 
"dream  of  traveling  to  America,”  and 
came  here  without  material  possessions. 
While  receiving  help  in  making  a  new 
life,  it  is  necessary  that  the  Latin 
Americans  find  Jesus.  If  not,  they  will 
fade  into  the  atmosphere  of  the  ones  who 
don’t  love  Jesus,  and  this  atmosphere  is 
filled  with  drug  addiction,  materialism, 
etc.  There  are  thousands  of  souls  that  cry 
for  help,  but  the  majority  doesn't 
understand  because  they  say 
"Ayudame”  instead  of  "help  me.” 

Who  can  hear  the  voice9  Who  can 
answer,  Tam  here,  send  me?” 

Through  action  of  Bishop  Shamblin 
and  the  Cabinet,  each  district  is  asked  to 
give  at  least  $2,000  in  1980  in  Advance 
Specials  for  this  Spanish  Speaking 
Ministry.  This  is  to  be  given  by  the  local 
churches,  who  are  urged  to  support  this 
ministry,  and  to  send  their  contributions 
in  Advance  Specials,  as  authorized  by  the 
Annual  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  to  the  Conference  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs,  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway. 

CAMPING  The  NO/S  District  is  one  of 
four  districts  which  participates  in  the 
camping  program  at  Camp  Istrouma  at 
Greenweli  Springs.  Local  church  groups 
utilize  the  camp  on  weekends.  At  the 
seven  elementary  Junior  high,  and 
Senior  high  camps  in  the  summer  of  1979. 
121  of  the  412  campers  and  18  of  the  64 
counselors,  were  from  the  NO/S  Dist. 
The  District  Director  of  Camping  is  the 
Reverend  Andrew  Douglas,  and  the 
Conference  Director  of  Camping  is  the 
Reverend  William  Eubanks. 

PREACHERS/PARSONETTES  The 
ministers  and  spouses  of  the  NO/S 
District  have  simultaneous  meetings, 
alternating  morning  covered  dish 
luncheons  and  evening  covered  dish 
dinners,  in  the  churches.  The  December, 
meeting  was  a  Christmas  Open  House  at 
the  District  Parsonage  on  the  8th.  Mrs. 
Jane  (William)  Eubanks  is  the  president 
of  the  Parsonettes. 

JURISDICTIONAL  CONFERENCES 
The  district's  elected  delegates  to  the 


General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences: 

Ministerial  delegate  to  the  General 
Conference : 

J.  PHILIP  WOODLAND 

Lay  delegate  to  the  General 
Conference: 

AMY  WARD 

Lay  delegate  to  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference: 

TRUMAN  L.  WARD 

Reserve  Ministerial  Delegate  to  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference : 

CHRIS  ANDREWS 

Reserve  Lay  Delegate  to  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference: 

RANDY  WOODLAND 

CENTENARY  SCHOLARSHIP  Under 
the  direction  of  Richard  W  Watts  of 
Franklinton,  and  a  designated 
committee,  a  Washington  Parish  group 
gives  annually  a  scholarship  to 
Centenary  College. 

NO/S  DISTRICT  CENTENNARIAN 
On  February  28,  1980,  the  Reverend  H.  B. 
F.  Charles  of  2313  Bienville  St.  New 
Orleans,  will  be  100  years  of  age.  Brother 
Charles  retired  from  former  Louisiana 
Conference  B  in  1944  after  39  years  in  the 
itinerant  ministry.  Although  he  is  a 
double  amputee,  and  recently  had 
further  surgery,  he  is  able  to  attend 
services  at  his  charge  conference 
church,  Grace,  occasionally,  and 
preached  less  than  two  years  ago. 

Twice  a  district  superintendent  in 
Delaware  and  Louisiana,  Brother 
Charles'  pastorates  included  Haven, 
Gretna.  LaHarpe,  Phillip  Memorial, 
Pect,  St.  Matthew  and  Shaw  Temple. 


Institutions 


“Lafon  Home” 

The  Lafon  Home  property,  located 
near  City  Park  in  New  Orleans,  is 
adjacent  to  the  Brooks  Church,  4038 
Buchanan  St.  Nearly  three  years  ago  the 
buildings  were  razed  in  anticipation  of 
the  construction  of  a  new  home.  A 
conference  pledge  campaign  for  the  new 
construction  was  conducted  and  pledges 
continue  to  be  paid.  Concerning  the  plans 
for  the  new  building  and  other  features  of 
the  Home,  Dr.  Alfred  Pollar  reports  the 
following:  “The  legal  and  financial 
elements  of  the  Lafon  Project  are  near 
completion.  The  projected  beginning  of 
construction  is  late  January  1980.  Please 
be  alert  for  our  detailed  announcements 
and  programming  schedule.  Lafon  is 
happy  to  announce  that  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Division  affirms  its 
previous  grant  of  $75,000  for  1980  toward 
the  Lafon  Home  Building  Project,  and  an 
additional  $20,000  for  support  of  the 
Developmental  Office.  This  total  grant  of 
$95,000  for  the  year  1980  was  made  from 
the  Harry  R.  Kendall  Trust  Fund 
administered  by  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division.  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  The  United  Methodist  Church 
headquartered  in  Evanston,  Ill." 

Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

Two  of  the  most  exciting  things  that 
began  happening  at  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  in  1979  dealt  with  the 
experience  of  the  newborn  at  birth. 
Under  a  procedure  called  “Rooming-in” 
both  the  infant  and  that  father  spend 
most  of  the  time  with  the  mother  while 
she  is  a  patient  in  the  Hospital.  The 
practice  encourages  a  “bonding" 
between  family  members  from  the  very 
beginning  and  has  been  well  received  at 
Methodist. 

Another  program  designed  to  help  the 
newborn’s  family  adjust  to  the  miracle  of 
birth  is  “Sibling  Visitation,"  whereby  the 
young  brothers  and  sisters  are  able  to 
visit  the  new  addition  to  their  family 
while  he  or  she  is  still  in  the  Hospital. 
This,  too,  has  been  well  received  at 
Methodist  and  contributes  much  to  a 
young  child’s  understanding  of  the 
beginning  of  life. 

Other  changes  at  PMMH  in  1979 
included  the  opening  of  another  unit 
designed  to  provide  intensive  care  (ICU) 
on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  Hospital; 
advances  in  pain  therapy  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Physical  Therapy 
Department;  quicker  verification  of 
certain  insurance  coverage  in  the  Admit 
area  and  Business  Office;  and  significant 
contributions,  in  both  equipment  and 
money,  from  the  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  Auxiliary. 

Finally,  one  of  the  most  meaningful 
changes  was  the  renaming  of  the 
Hospital  in  early  1979  for  one  of  its 
founders  and  benefactors:  Pendleton  E. 
Lehde.  While  visible  changes  during  1979 
were  few,  changes  reflecting  the  process 
of  operations  and  increased  commitment 
to  care  flourished.  1979  was7~thdeed,  a 
great  year  at  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital. 

Dillard  University 

Dillard  University,  located  at  2601 
Gentilly  Boulevard  in  New  Orleans,  is 
affiliated  with  both  the  United  Church  of 


Christ  and  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Churches  in  Louisiana  may  designate 
75%  of  the  Black  College  apportionment 
payments  to  Dillard.  Its  president,  Dr. 
Samual  DuBois  Cook,  makes  the 
following  Statement : 

‘‘Dillard  University  has  an  enrollment 
of  1248  students  for  the  1979-80  fall 
semester,  the  largest  in  the  university’s 
110-year  history.  This  represents  a  2.5 
percent  increase  over  the  1978-79 
enrollment  for  the  same  period.  In  the 
freshman  class,  there  are  450  students,  a 
5  percent  increase  over  last  year’s  428. 
Significantly,  the  quality  of  the  student 
body  has  been  elevated.  Coming  from  25 
states,  the  District  of  Columbia  and  nine 
foreign  territories,  this  year’s  students 
are  more  qualified  for  systematic, 
rigorous  college-level  studying  and 
learning.  Among  the  entering  freshmen 
are  23  University  Scholars.  There  are  61 
University  Scholars  now  enrolled  in  the 
University.  To  enlarge  the  career  options 


of  students,  Dillard  has  instituted  new 
programs  in  urban  studies,  health 
education,  and  mass  communication. 
Academic  excellence  continues  to  be  the 
lodestar,  guiding  light,  and  reason  for 
being  of  Dillard.  Dillard  University  is 
deeply  proud  of  its  historic,  creative, 
organic,  and  continuing  relationship  with 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.”  The 
strong  support  of  both  continues  to  make 
a  qualitative  difference  in  the  life  and 
destiny  of  Dillard. 

“Campus  Ministry” 

The  Reverend  Clarence  (Jerry) 
Fuller,  Jr.  is  Campus  Minister  at  UNO, 
SUNO,  and  Delagado  College.  The 
current  Perkins  intern  is  John  Baugh.  An 
active  Board  of  Directors,  whose 
Chairperson  is  Mrs.  Jeanne  Green 
(SUNO),  guides  the  activities  and 


ministry  on  the  campuses.  Recent 
seminars  were  held  on  these  subjects: 
“The  Search  for  Healing  in  Times  of 
Divorce  and  Separation”  and  “Juvenile 
Justice." 

“St.  Mark’s  Community  Center” 

The  Reverend  David  Billings  is  pastor 
of  St.  Mark’s  Church  and  Director  of  the 
Community  Center  located  on  the  edge  of 
New  Orleans’  famous  French  Quarter. 
While  the  French  Quarter  provides  the 
city  with  a  part  of  its  rich  heritage,  the 
members  of  St.  Mark's  have  found  a 
richness  in  the  history  of  the  church  and 
community  center.  Mrs.  Margery 
Freeman  is  compiling  a  history  of  the 
church,  made  possible  by  a  grant  from 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Dixie 
Robertson,  a  probationary  member  of 
the  N.  W.  Texas  Conference,  is  currently 
interning  at  St.  Mark's.  She  follows  Ann 
Bledsoe,  who  has  returned  to  Perkins  to 
complete  her  final  academic  year.  St. 


Mark's  is  working  to  take  advantage  of 
the  close  relationship  between  the  church 
and  community  center  so  that  both 
spiritual  and  secular  needs  of  the 
community  may  be  addressed.  With  ad¬ 
ditional  guidance  of  Mary  Sloan, 
program  director,  and  James  Seymour, 
assistant  director,  the  Center's  program 
has  helped  many  persons  in  the 
surrounding  communities. 

Ministry  includes:  an  alternative 
Junior  High  School  for  over  100  students, 
co-sponsored  by  the  Orleans  Parish 
School  Board,  working  especially  with 
students  on  suspension;  a  pre-Vocational 
Guidance  Program,  which  provides 
guidance  to  girls  8-17  years  of  age;  a  Day 
Care  Training  Program:  The  St.  Mark’s 
Ethnic  Heritage  Project,  and  the  St. 
Mark's  Camp,  near  Covington  The  staff 
at  St.  Mark's  numbers  more  than  fifty 
persons. 


The  Emergency  Room  at  PMMH  during  a  disaster 
situation  shows  a  unity  of  purpose,  commitment,  and 
dedication. 
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Television  advertising  directed 
at  children  needs  regulation 


II  has  been  six  years  since  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  (FCC) 
established  —  at  the  urging  of  public 
interest  groups,  including  many 
Christian  churches  —  guidelines 
intended  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
advertising  on  television  programs 
directed  at  children  and  to  eliminate 
“hard  sell"  sales  tactics  in  such 
advertising. 

Hopes  were  high  at  that  time  that 
guidelines  would  lead  to  voluntary 
improvements  on  network  television  To 
a  degree,  these  hopes  have  been  fulfilled 
For  instance,  the  "hosts"  on  children’s 
programs  no  longer  make  personal  sales 
pitches  to  the  children,  and  the  volume  of 
advertising  on  weekend  programs  for 
children  has  decreased. 

As  Christmas  approaches,  however,  it 
is  easy  for  anyone  who  takes  the  time  to 
sit  through  a  Saturday  morning  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  programs  to  see  that  the  problem 
has  not  been  entirely  solved.  We  agree 
with  the  assessment  of  the  National 
Parent-Teachers  Association  which 
recently  pointed  out  that  children  are 
often  the  unquestionable  victims  of  "de¬ 
ceptive  advertising,”  even  when  such  is 
not  the  intent  of  the  advertiser. 

At  ages  when  children  are  by  nature 
unable  adequately  to  distinguish  between 


commercials  and  story  line,  between  fan¬ 
tasy  and  reality,  commercial  television 
is  allowed  to  bombard  them  with  ads 

It  appears  that  the  same  logic  which 
led  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  to 
protect  adults  from  subliminal  ad¬ 
vertising  and  tobacco  advertising  on  tele¬ 
vision  —  “in  the  public  interest”  —  needs 
to  be  applied  to  ads  directed  toward 
children. 

While  the  primary  responsibility  for 
what  young  children  view  on  television 
should  rightly  rest  with  parents,  com¬ 
mercial  broadcasters  and  the  agencies 
which  regulate  them  also  have  responsi¬ 
bilities. 

We  believe  a  better  job  of  regulating 
and  restricting  commercial  advertising 
directed  at  young  children  must  be  done, 
if  children's  television  is  to  be  a  valid 
instrument  of  entertainment  and  edu¬ 
cation. 

We  hope  United  Methodists  will 
express  their  views  on  the  sqbject  to  both 
the  Federal  Trade  Commission  and  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
and  win  support  those  agencies  in  their 
attempts  to  monitor  and  regulate  chil¬ 
dren  s  programming  and  advertising. 
Mail  to  either  agency  may  be  sent  in 
name  of  the  specific  commission  to 
Washington,  D.C.  20580. 


Will  peace  come  to  Zimbabwe? 


Can  it  be  that  1980  will  be  the  year 
when  peace  with  justice  finally  comes  to 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesia? 

As  recently  as  two  months  ago,  such  a 
suggestion  would  have  seemed  pre¬ 
posterous  Today  —  while  there  are  still 
numerous  hurdles  to  cross  —  we  rejoice 
in  the  renewed  hope  that  the  “impossible 
dream”  of  majority  rule  and  peace,  with 
the  participation  of  all  parties,  may  soon 
become  a  reality. 

Throughout  die  14-year  struggle,  the 
Zimbabwe  Rhodesian  conflict  has  been 
an  exercise  in  the  seemingly  impossible 
moving  toward  reality.  And  through  it 
all,  Christians  —  and  especially  United 
Methodists  through  the  leadership  of 
Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  —  have  played  a 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


major  role  in  the  changes  which  have 
taken  place.  Zimbabwean  Christians 
have  stood  as  a  living  witness  to  the 
Christian  faith  in  spite  of  harassment, 
persecution  and  terrorism. 

During  this  Advent  season,  as  we  pre¬ 
pare  to  celebrate  the  coming  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  we  hope  American  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  will  join  their  sisters  and 
brothers  in  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  in  pray¬ 
ers  that  the  peace  and  justice  which 
seems  near  at  hand  will  become  a  reality 
in  the  new  year;  that  “swords”  will 
become  “plowshares”  and  the  wounds 
which  have  been  opened  through  years  of 
colonialism  and  bloody  internal  conflict 
will  begin  to  heal. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  different  Christmas 

Use  for 
old  cards 


By  Mary  Yoakum 
Rockdale,  Texas 

Christmas  of  1978,  I  wrapped  all  of 
mv  gifts  in  brown  paper  (from 
grocery  bags)  and  decorated  them 
with  old  Christmas  cards  and  glued 
these  on  top  of  package.  I  tied  these 
with  either  left  over  red  string  or  par¬ 
cel  post  twine.  The  packages  were 
very  pretty. 

The  packages  for  children  I  cut  out 
characters  they  were  familiar  with.  I 
placed  the  packages  under  the  Christ¬ 
mas  (green)  tree  which  was  decor¬ 
ated  with  items  from  nature.  God's  gift 
to  us  naturally! 

When  my  children  first  saw  the 
packages  they  giggled  and  then 
before  Christmas  day  was  over  they 
thought  it  was  a  wonderful  idea.  And, 

I  saved  money  that  I  would  have  spent 
on  wrapping  paper.  The  paper  bags 
were  recycled  and  it  was  fun 
decorating  them. 

I  wanted  to  share  this  with  other 
United  Methodist  families.  The  small 
children  can  cut  the  cards  out  of 
whatever  is  used  for  decorating.  They 
love  to  be  part  of  the  action. 

A  better  idea? 

By  A  Widow 

Our  idea  for  a  meaningful  Christ¬ 
mas,  suggested  by  a  friend: 

"When  thou  makest  a  dinner  or  a 
supper,  call  not  they  friends,  nor  thy 
brethren,  neither  thy  kinsmen,  nor 
thy  rich  neighbors;  lest  they  also  bid 
thee  again  and  a  recompense  be  made 
thee.  But  when  thou  makest  a  feast, 
call  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame, 
the  blind:  And  thou  shalt  be  blessed; 
for  they  cannot  recompense  thee:  for 
thou  shalt  be  recompensed  at  the 
resurrection  of  the  just.” 

Does  anyone  have  a  better  idea?  It 
would  certainly  be  a  "different”  idea. 


Here  I  Stand 


DECEMBER  14,  1979 


6Risk/benefit  theory’  cheapens 
human  life  in  America  today 


By  ELBERT  E.  EARNEST 

It  may  be  blamed  upon  World  War  II  — 
it  really  did  not  start  then:  the  cheap¬ 
ening  of  the  worth  of  the  individual. 
Certainly  in  any  time  of  emergency  — 
real,  imagined  or  contrived  —  individual 
rights  and  considerations  are  deferred, 
and  debased  if  not  completely  destroyed. 

In  the  crowded  population  centers,  life 
becomes  quite  cheap  —  the  individual 
and  his  worth,  identity,  and  importance 
are  swallowed  up  by  a  calamity,  the 
“meat  wagon”  comes  and  hauls  the 
carcass  away  as  quickly  as  possible  and 
the  crush  and  rush  flow  on  without  a 
thought  or  tear  for  the  fallen  one. 

It  has  been  my  conception  that  in  this 
society  of  ours,  concern  for  the  individual 
and  his  welfare  has  been  one  of  our  best 
qualities.  I  trust  that  I  am  mistaken  in 
my  impression  that  this  quality  is  being 
replaced  with  coldness  and  indifference. 

If  I  understand  the  life  and  teaching  of 
Jesus,  the  value  and  worth  of  the  indivi¬ 
dual  was  one  of  his  central  precepts.  Re¬ 
spect  for  the  person  —  not  for  his  status, 
position  or  reputation,  whether  good  or 
bad  —  was  His  approach  to  people. 

The  emergence  in  recent  times  of  the 
“risk/benefit  principle”  seems  to  be  con¬ 
trary  to  the  social  and  religious  attitudes 
and  practices  mentioned  above.  That  im¬ 
personal  theory  advocates  practices  that 
have  known  risks  of  danger  to  numbers 
of  people,  numbers  that  may  be  definitely 
known  or  only  guesstimated.  That  risk  is 
coldly  balanced  against  the  presumed 
benefit  to  other  greater  numbers  of 
people. 

The  cliief  protagonist  of  this  theory  out¬ 
side  the  military  is  the  scientific- 
technology  community,  represented 
primarily  and  vocally  by  the  nuclear 
power  advocates.  So  what  if  a  “few” 
hundred  people  do  die  of  cancer  in  twenty 
years  or  longer,  after  being  irradiated  by 
one  of  many  potential  sources  of  con¬ 
tamination  from  the  nuclear  industry? 
Or  worse,  a  few  thousand  from  that 
“impossible-to-occur”  abnormal  nuclear 
power  plant  occurrence  known  as  a  core 


meltdown?  Think  of  the  electricity  that 
plant  will  generate  for  curling  irons,  hair 
blowers,  electric  toothbruches,  electric 
ping-pong  games,  TV  sets,  and  all  the 
other  necessary  conveniences  of  the 
modern  household. 

The  only  people  who  have  trouble 
balancing  the  contraction  of  cancer  from 
nuclear  and  associated  poisoning  will  be 
the  victims  and  their  families. 

Numbers  don’t  get  cancer,  numbers 
don’t  suffer  the  life-squeezing  agonies  of 
cancer,  individuals  do  —  persons,  real 
people,  fathers,  mothers,  young  children, 
uncles,  aunts,  husbands,  wives  —  these 
are  they  who  die  the  slow,  sure, 
unceasing  painful  death.  Anyone  who  has 


watched  a  loved  one  dying  for  weeks  and 
months  by  very  slow  degrees  from 
cancer  will  have  some  trouble  accepting 
the  risk/benefit  theory  as  it  pertains  to 
nuclear  power,  carcinogenic  chemical 
pollution  or  whatever  the  cause. 

I  find  no  place  in  the  Christian  religion, 
nor  even  in  traditional  American  concern 
for  the  individual,  for  the  totally  callous 
risk/benefit  theory. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  the  church.  I 
This  week’s  contributor.  Elbert  E. 
Earnest,  is  a  member  of  St.  John's  UMC 
in  Santa  Fe.  New  Mexico. 


My  Witness 


Conversion  only  one  side 
of  Christian  experience 


By  RUBY  OSBORN 

There  are  two  sides  to  every  coin  and  it 
takes  both  sides  to  make  the  coin  an 
object.  I  would  like  to  think  of  conversion 
as  one  side  of  the  coin  (or  sustenance) 
which  a  Christian  uses  to  make  a  whole 
or  complete  life. 

The  conversion  side  of  the  coin  is  made 
up  of  religious  experiences  and  the 
"nudging  forward”  one  feels  throughout 
life. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  coin  is  our  faith 
and  an  awareness  of  the  Presence  of 
God  and  His  will  for  us.  All  of  these  as¬ 
pects  join  together  to  make  life  an 
interesting  journey. 

I  “went  forward,”  as  we  used  the  term, 
during  a  revival  meeting  in  our  nearby 
small  town  church  when  Northern 
Methodists  advocated  the  necessity  of 
“Praying  Through.”  This  was  a  time 
spent  at  the  altar  when  the  convert 


Judicial  Council  decision  brings  on  controversy 


To  the  Editor 

One  wonders,  after  reading  your 
editorial  on  Judicial  Council  Decision  462 
regarding  the  appointability  of  a  self- 
avowed,  practicing  homosexual  clergy- 
person  (TM/UMR,  Nov.  23),  whether 
delegates  to  next  year’s  General  Confer¬ 
ence  ought  not  to  be  entertaining  peti¬ 
tions  to  make  it  illegal  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  ordain  as  clergy- 
persons  self-avowed,  practicing  racists 
and  sexists.  After  all,  these  are  sins  quite 
real  and  problematical  in  the  church  as  Reasonableness  helpful 
weU  as  in  society  at  large.  F 

It  is  not  so  apparent  to  some  of  us  that 


insisting  “that  all  persons  are  entitled  to 
have  their  human  and  civil  rights  in¬ 
sured”  applies  equally  to  both  hetero¬ 
sexuals  and  homosexuals,  within  as  well 
as  outside  of  the  church. 

If  uncertainty  prevails  at  General  Con¬ 
ference  on  this  subject,  it  might  be  more 
modest  as  well  as  less  hypocritical  were 
we  to  be  circumspect  in  whatever  is  said 
or  done.  Burton  Davison 

Freeport,  New  York 


the  state  of  being  and  practicing  one’s 
homosexuality  is  any  more  of  necessity  a 
sin  than  is  the  state  of  being  and  prac¬ 
ticing  one’s  heterosexuality  necessarily 
a  virtue.  Quite  obviously,  however,  this 
viewpoint  is  at  present  not  one  shared  by 
a  majority  of  United  Methodists.  Yet,  as 
Galileo  could  testify  were  he  still  alive, 
majorities  have  not  always  been  right 
nor  minorities  always  wrong. 

The  historic  "broadness”  of  United 
Methodism  led  one  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  to  brag  that  our  denomination  was 
big  enough  to  include  both  George  Wal¬ 
lace  and  Stokely  Carmichael.  I  am  not 
convinced  that  such  breadth  of  toleration 
speaks  highly  of  our  denomination. 
But  perhaps  we  might  call  upon  such 
a  rich  spirit  from  our  heritage  now 
as  General  Conference  convenes  to 
consider  whether  the  Social  Principle 
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To  the  Editor: 

The  moderate  and  reasonable  tone  of 
your  editorial  on  the  Judicial  Council 
ruling  on  the  appointment  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  was  very  helpful  (TM/UMR, 
Nov.  23).  Much  of  the  rhetoric  and 
invective  flying  around  today  does  not 
serve  the  purpose  of  getting  at  the  real 
issues,  but  yours  did  address  the  question 
of  who  is  worthy  to  be  ordained.  In  the 
recent  debate  among  members  and  staff 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  one  quote  has 
stuck  in  my  mind,  namely,  “It  is  not  for 
us  to  judge  who  is  righteous  enough  to  be 
ordained  (to  the  priesthood),  but  rather 
to  seek  for  and  work  with  those  whom 
God  has  ordained." 

Some  recent  studies  have  concluded 
that  persons  who  feel  that  those  of  one 
gender  are  superior  to  the  other  gender, 
whether  feminine  or  masculine,  are 
those  most  fearful  of  homosexuals; 
especially  so  in  the  case  of  male  homo¬ 
sexuals,  who  are  felt  to  have  betrayed 
their  masculinity. 

I  hope  that  the  debate  will  continue  to 
be  open  and  searching;  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  no  area  where  there  is  more  mis¬ 
information  and  misunderstanding  than 
in  the  study  of  human  sexuality. 

Florence  Isaacs 

Medina,  Texas 

Stand  for  something 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  editorial  “Judi¬ 
cial  Council  ruling  misunderstood” 
(TM/UMR,  Nov.  23),  a  few  comments 
seem  appropriate. 

First:  Some  of  us  understood  exactly 
the  Judicial  Council  ruling  —  a  loop  hole 
was  affirmed!  Homosexuals  are  in! 

Second.  The  annual  conference  does 
not  decide  the  issue  of  ordained  ministers 
“in  good  standing.”  This  decision  is 
made  at  annual  conference  by  the  minis¬ 
ters  when  they  meet  secretly  in  execu¬ 
tive  session,  chaired  by  the  Bishop  — 
with  absolutely  no  laymen  allowed.  Like 
most  professional  groups,  ministers  tend 
to  tolerate  and  hide  the  dirt. 

As  a  church  we  either  stand  for  "some¬ 
thing”  or  we  stand  for  nothing.  Self 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals  in  our 
United  Methodist  pulpits  for  "fear  we 
may  overlook  other  forms  of  sinful 
behavior”  is  not  acceptable. 

Mildred  L.  Brown 

Fullerton,  California 
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Stay  with  Bible 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  United  Methodist  of  a  few  years 
standing,  but  a  long  time  Bible  student,  I 
agree  with  Sharolyn  M.  Mason’s  letter 
(TM/UMR,  Nov.  23)  that  we  must  stay 
with  the  wisdom  of  the  Bible. 

As  such,  the  Bible  teaches  a  way  of 
self-denial  for  the  Christian,  and  the 
easy,  natural  way  is  often  in  conflict  with 


the  right,  sometimes  straight  (difficult) 
way. 

Nevertheless,  we  are  called  to  practice 
self-denial  —  most  especially  in  yielding 
to  temptation  for  Heaven’s  sake!  This  is 
elementary.  Why  should  it  (homo¬ 
sexuality)  be  such  a  heavy  issue? 

LeMonne  Stamper 
Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio 

Adult  ministries  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  encouraged  to  see  Frances 
Smith’s  article  on  the  need  for  single 
adult  ministries  (TM/UMR  Nov.  23).  I 
would  like  to  point  out  another  area  in 
which  singles  are  being  neglected. 

Increasingly  there  are  single  ministers 
serving  under  appointment,  like  myself. 
Too  often  we  are  made  to  feel  like  poor 
cousins  to  the  conferences  we  serve. 

There  are  churches  which  will  refuse 
to  accept  single  pastors;  or  react 
negatively  to  them  (one  pastor-parish 
committee  I  worked  with  asked  for  a  new 
pastor  —  one  who  was  married! )  I  have 
had  cabinet  members  admit  to  me  that 
other  things  being  equal,  a  married  pas¬ 
tor  would  receive  a  better  appointment. 

I  have  also  found  it  interesting  that  in 
my  case,  at  least,  while  the  cabinet  had 
expressed  concern  that  I  might  get 
married,  in  eight  years  they  have  not 
managed  to  appoint  me  to  an  urban 
setting,  where  most  singles  who  have  a 
choice  tend  to  be  living.  Most  of  the 
communities  and  congregations  I  have 
served  have  been  elderly,  so  the  social 
life  of  any  sort  there  is  limited. 

In  short,  single  ministers  (those  I 
know,  anyway)  cbme  to  dread 
appointment  time.  They  know  they  are 
not  likely  to  receive  the  better  charges, 
no  matter  how  well  they  do  their  jobs, 
and  are  more  likely  to  fill  in  the  "gaps” 
in  the  system. 

It  would  seem  like  the  church  might 
well  start  its  ministry  to  single  adults  at 
the  level  of  those  who  do  its  ministry. 

John  Clifford 
Coleman,  Texas 

No  more  cards 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  November  23rd  issue  an  article 
appeared  describing  the  “Christmas 
Post  Office”  of  the  Cedarville  Church  of 
Potts  town.  Pa. 

Our  Evangelical  UMC  has  gone  one 
step  further  than  they  have.  We  have  dis¬ 
continued  sending  cards  to  one  another 
and  have  taken  the  money  saved  from 
the  purchase  of  cards  and  postage  to 


apply  toward  a  “Rice  Fund.”  This  fund 
has  been  averaging  about  $200  a  year, 
and  is  sent  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Ashley, 
one  of  our  missionaries  in  Hong  Kong. 
With  the  money,  he  and  his  associates 
have  been  purchasing  rice,  which  is  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  needy  at  Christmas  time. 
This  has  been  a  great  help  to  those  in 
need. 

Lester  Moore 
Danville,  Illinois 

Time  to  protest 

To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  that  as  Christians  we  should  unite 
to  protest  the  goings-on  in  Iran.  Forty- 
nine  lives  are  at  stake,  and  we  should 
unite  in  prayer  and  support  for  those  held 
hostage.  I  also  believe  our  President  has 
made  some  difficult  decisions  and  he 
needs  our  prayers  and  support. 

Karen  Fellenbaum 
Honey  Brook,  Pennsylvania 

TM/UMR  top  priority 

To  the  Editor: 

Along  with  "Sojourner,”  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  is  top  priority  read¬ 
ing  for  me.  Thanks  for  your  comprehen¬ 
sive  coverage  of  United  Methodist  and 
Christian  news. 

I  want  to  especially  thank  you  for  the 
“disarmament”  articles  in  the  Nov¬ 
ember  9  issue,  including  your  editorial  on 
SALT  II.  I  have  written  my  congressman 
and  will  again.  Also,  thanks  for  sharing 
William  Sloan  Coffin’s  timely  remarks. 
Right  on  for  disarmament  and  peace. 

Donald  D.  Carpenter 
Muncie,  Indiana 

Answer  requested 

To  the  Editor. 

I  thought  TM/UMR’s  Nov.  9  issue  was 
especially  good.  The  variety  was  good  — 
about  Cambodia,  Korea,  Zaire,  and  the 
prayer  phone,  to  name-a  few. 

Do  you  have  an  answer  to  the  letter 
asking  for  instructions  on  dealing  with 
appeals  by  the  cult  groups? 

Dorothy  Patrick 
Jacksonville,  Florida 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  order  to  allow 
readers  freely  to  express  their  views,  we 
do  not  normally  "answer”  the  letters 
which  are  published.  We  believe  the  best 
way  to  respond  to  persons  representing 
various  cults  is  with  a  clear  and  ready 
statement  of  one’s  own  understanding  of 
the  Christian  faith.  The  ability  to 


articulate  one’s  faith  is  desirable  not  only 
for  combating  cults,  but  also  for  wit¬ 
nessing  positively  for  Christ  to  all 
persons  with  whom  we  come  in  contact. 

Quality  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

You  are  doing  us  all  a  great  service  in 
the  quality  of  TM/UMR.  Many  thanks. 

I  am  very  much  in  agreement  with  the 
article  in  the  Oct.  26  issue  headlined 
"Churches  scored  for  apathy.”  But  of 
late  I  have  become  greatly  disturbed  by 
our  weak-kneed  yellow  livered  treatment 
of  the  human  rights  issue  in  Cambodia. 

The  failure  of  the  non-Jewish  religious 
community  and  the  deliberate  blindness 
pretended  by  the  democracies  in  the 
early  30’s  to  furnish  leadership  and 
power  to  prevent  the  holocaust  must  re¬ 
main  forever  a  blot  on  the  honor  of  all 
civilization.  Today  we  pussy-foot  and  de¬ 
bate  while  Cambodia  dies. 

Our  moral  collapse  negates  the  chest 
beating  claim  of  organized  religion  to 
represent  the  will  of  God  in  all  things  (or 
in  anything).  Too  often  we  tilt  at 
windmills  while  the  ravages  of 
apocalypse  deny  God  and  lay  waste  the 
the  world.  The  decayed  moral  con- 
ciousness  of  the  churches  does  not  de¬ 
mand  that  our  governments  use  what¬ 
ever  means  are  necessary  to  prevent 
genocide  in  Cambodia.  So  ot/r  North 
Vietnam  “friends”  continue  to  starve  out 
an  entire  people. 

What  good  are  jaw  boning,  pompous 
protestations,  and  pious  proclamations 
of  love  and  brotherhood  in  the  face  of 
moral  cowardice  revealed  in  our  in¬ 
action?  While  millions  die  we  place  little 
envelopes  in  church  pews  with  the  sug¬ 
gestion  that  maybe  someone  would  like 
to  help  -  WOW !  God  help  us ! 

Albert  Carr  Howe 

Pacheco,  California 


prayed  until  he  felt  all  of  his  sins  had 
been  forgiven,  and  if  one  did  not  arrive  at 
this  conclusion  on  his  own,  the  revivalist 
would  add  his  prayers  for  the  penitent 
sinner. 

But  I  would  not  want  to  point  this  ex¬ 
perience  as  the  apex  of  my  conversion. 
Rather,  I  want  to  feel  that  God  isn’t  done 
converting  me  yet  because  there  have 
been  encounters  along  the  way  which 
have  been  a  part  of  this  religious  voyage. 

These  encounters  include  the  comfort 
provided  by  the  minister  who  called  after 
the  unexpected  death  of  my  mother. 
Thun  there  was  the  experience  of  seeing 
the  face  of  Christ  framed  in  a  doorway 
when  I  was  under  local  anesthesia;  and 
also,  during  another  surgery  when  it 
seemed  as  if  my  deceased  husband 
appeared  in  a  cloud  and  told  me  he  was 
stepping  aside  so  all  the  light  would  flow 
through  to  me  for  my  recovery. 

Other  times  I  have  felt  this  "nudging 
forward”  when  I  have  counseled  with 
ministers  during  periods  of  illness  or 
anxious  moments. 

Participating  in  worship  services, 
reading  and  associating  with  persons  of 
fine  character  have  helped  me  to  develop 
the  second  side  of  the  coin  —  that  of 
having  faith  in  Christ,  the  awareness  of 
His  presence  in  my  life  and  that  of 
learning  the  will  of  God. 

Leslie  Weatherhead  has  written  a  book 
about  the  will  of  God.  f  read  it  many 
times  and  looked  up  ftfiffiy  of  the  choice 
quotes.  Now  I  have  it  on  cassette  tape 
and  play  it  back  to  myself  during  a  sleep¬ 
less  period.  I  always  find  strength  for  a 
particular  problem  or  situation  in  its 
messages. 

Early  in  my  life  I  felt  that  if  God  had 
given  me  a  talent  with  words,  He  would 
show  me  His  will  in  using  it.  And  the  job 
situations  I  have  been  in  have  proved  to 
me  that  He  did. 

A  grandfather  in  our  family  always 
told  us  to  mind  our  “P.C.’s.”  When  asked 
what  he  meant  by  the  phrase,  he  would 
explain  that  a  young  man  said  he  had 
been  called  to  “preach  Christ”  but 
Grandfather  said  he  had  been  such  a 
failure  at  his  job  that  he  must  have  read 
his  “P.C.”  wrong.  “I  am  sure  his  call 
meant  to  plow  com,"  Grandpa  would 
say.  So  it  has  been  my  aim  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  Man  Upstairs  and  to  read 
my  "P.C.’s”  correctly. 

By  keeping  in  touch  or  feeling  God’s 
awareness  we  are  remembering  that  our 
bodies  are  the  temples  of  God.  To  exper¬ 
ience  the  full  vitality  and  natural  joys  of 
good  health  one  must  obtain  more  than 
freedom  from  symptoms.  One  must 
reach  a  level  of  wholeness  and  integra¬ 
tion  of  mind-body-spirit  harmony  and  an 
equally  high  level  of  natural  attunement 
—  an  attunement  with  one’s  self  and  with 
God. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor.  Ruby  Osborn, 
is  a  member  of  St.  John’s  UMC  in 
Lubbock,  Texas. 


The  History  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church 


J  Bruce  Behney  and  Paul  H 
Eller,  edited  by  Kenneth  W 
Krueger  This  is  the  definitive  history 
of  the  EUB  Church,  The  result  of 
many  years  of  painstaking  research, 
this  volume  presents  a 
comprehensive  account  of  an 
important  Amencan  denomination. 
This  is  a  major  work  of  interest  to  all 


United  Methodists  (especially  former 
EUBs)  Illustrated  with  photographs 
$17.95 


cokesbury  bookstore 
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Recovered  alcoholic  recalls  Hast  chance’ prayer 


Harold  Hughes 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 
INDIANAPOLIS  -  Twenty-six 
years  ago  a  desperate,  angry  man  of 
32  laid  down  in  a  bathtub  and  put  a 
gun  in  his  mouth  with  the  intention  of 
blowing  his  brains  out. 

Jailed  six  times  in  three  states, 
court-martialed  from  the  army,  an  al¬ 
coholic,  rebellious,  abandoned  by  his 
wife  and  three  young  daughters,  he 
momentarily  remembered  his  grow¬ 
ing  up  years  in  a  Methodist  home 
where  prayers  were  offered. 

Deciding  to  give  prayer  one  last 
chance,  he  climbed  out  of  the  tub  and 
knelt  with  his  head  on  the  cold 
enamel. 


“God,  help  me.  I  can’t  help  my¬ 


self,"  he  cried  out,  detesting  every¬ 
thing  he  had  become.  “The  tears 
flowed  and  a  peace,  a  warmth  came 
over  me,”  he  remembered. 

“God  reached  down  to  the  gates  of 
hell  to  take  the  hand  of  Harold 
Hughes,"  he  said  last  month  as  he 
shared  his  witness  with  some  300  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  meeting  here  to  get  the 
facts  on  the  impact  of  alcohol  and 
drugs  on  the  American  scene.  (See 
TM/UMR,  Dec.  7.) 

“There  was  a  young  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  —  Rev.  Wayne  Shoemaker  —  at 
Ida  Grove,  Iowa,  who  loved  me  and  in¬ 
vited  me  to  church,  gave  me  courage 
and  hope,”  he  said  after  his  near-fatal 
suicide  experience.  Soon  Mr.  Hughes 
was  teaching  a  youth  church  school 


class  and  was  licensed  as  a  lay  speak¬ 
er.  Two  years  of  correspondence 
courses  for  the  ministry  followed  but 
Mr.  Hughes  said  he  found  he  didn’t 
have  the  temperament  to,  be  a  minis¬ 
ter. 


During  his  years  in  the  Senate  he 
wrote  the  laws  that  established  the 
National  Institute  on  Alcohol  Abuse 
and  Alcoholism. 


“There  is  no  greater  percentage  of 
drunks  in  government  than  in  any  cor¬ 
poration  in  America.  They  are  just 
more  visible.” 


Harold  Hughes  went  on  to  manage  a 
trucking  firm,  was  reunited  with  his 
wife  and  family  and  later  became  the 
head  of  the  Iowa  department  of  trans¬ 
portation. 


Later  elected  to  three  terms  as  gov¬ 
ernor  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Hughes  then  be¬ 
came  a  U.S.  Senator.  He  shocked  his 
colleagues  when  he  announced  his 
decision  not  to  run  for  re-election  in 
1974  so  he  could  give  full  time  to  a  lay 
ministry. 


The  former  Senator  disagreed  with 
comments  by  columnist  Jack  Ander¬ 
son  at  the  Indianapolis  meeting  which 
portrayed  a  large  number  of  govern¬ 
mental  officials  as  boisterous  drunks. 
He  objected  to  Mr.  Anderson’s  failure 
to  finish  the  stories  of  some  of  the  pol¬ 
iticians  with  drinking  problems  whom 
he  had  mentioned.  “Wilbur  Mills, 
whom  Mr.  Anderson  alluded  to,  is  now 
traveling  around  the  country  trying  to 
help  other  alcoholics.  He  is  saying 
‘Yes,  I’m  a  drunk,  but  God  has  healed 
me.’" 


Mr.  Hughes  said  there  is  “another 
side  to  the  story"  about  Washington, 
and  that  is  that  “God  is  also  at  work  in 
Washington.” 


He  described  the  prayer  groups  and 
Bible  studies  meeting  now  in  all  bran¬ 
ches  of  the  government. 


A  “recovered”  alcoholic,  Mr. 
Hughes  said  the  church  is  not  doing 
much  of  anything  about  the  problem 
of  alcohol  today  but  “I  pray  God  will 
commission  us  to  embrace  the  leper 
of  alcoholism  and  offer  Jesus  Christ.” 


Family  as  top  priority  urged 

UM  child  advocates  say  home  best  prevention  for  ‘ growing  pains ’ 


By SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

OAKLAND,  Calif.— United  Methodist 
advocates  for  children  urged  here  that  the 
family  be  a  top  church  mission  concern 
during  the  ’80s. 

Strengthening  families  —  with  “fami¬ 
ly”  broadly  defined  to  include  single- 
parent  and  extended  families  as  well  as 
the  traditional  nuclear  family  —  is  seen  by 
child  advocates  and  church  child  welfare 
professionals  as  the  best  “preventive” 
measure  for  the  “growing  pains”  many 
children  face.  They  said,  for  example: 

•  There  are  500,000  “children  without 
homes"  caught  in  foster  care  programs 
that  rarely  seem  to  work  to  their  best 
advantage; 

•  One-fourth  of  U.S.  children  live  in 
dire  poverty ; 

•  One  million  are  the  victims  of  child 
abuse  and  neglect; 

•  600,000  children  are  born  each  year  to 
teen-age  mothers,  as  one  out  of  every  10 
teenage  girls  deliver  a  live  birth ; 

•  One  million  run  away  from  home  and 
thousands  are  incarcerated  for  “status 
offenses”  without  adequate  legal 
protection  as  juveniles. 

More  than  65  volunteer  and  child-care 
professionals  met  here  for  two  days  at 
Mills  College  Dec.  3-4  for  a  three-fold 
purpose:  (1)  to  become  aware  of  the 
“gap”  between  the  vision  of  happiness 


and  wholeness  Christians  want  for 
children  and  the  reality  many 
experience;  (2)  to  understand  the  grow¬ 
ing  “gap”  between  UM  child  welfare 
agencies  and  church  support  for  them; 
and  (3)  to  find  ways  church  volunteers, 
church  child-care  agencies  and 
professionals  can  unite  forces  to 
advocate  for  children. 


Three  divisions  sponsor 

The  conference  was  co-sponsored  by 
three  divisions  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries:  Women’s  Division 
(United  Methodist  Women),  National  Di¬ 
vision  and  Health  and  Welfare.  All  three 
have  a  long  history  —  almost  a  century  — 
of  involvement  in  child  welfare.  Today 
this  involvement  includes  70  church- 
related  community  centers  and  65  child¬ 
caring  institutions  plus  a  commitment  to 
child  advocacy  growing  out  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Year  of  the  Child. 

With  the  close  of  the  International 
Year  of  the  Child,  the  Decade  of  the  Child 
begins.  UMs  at  the  conference  here  not 
only  want  the  family  to  be  a  “missional 
priority"  of  the  church  in  the  ’80s  but  also 
want  church  and  government  to  subject 
their  policies  and  positions  to  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “How  does  this  impact  the  family?" 

Further,  they  urged  that  social,  health, 
and  education  programs  and  policies  be 
geared  to  enhancing  viable  family  units 


Bell  tolling ,  letters 
for  hostages  endorsed 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  President  Jim¬ 
my  Carter  has  endorsed  ad  hoc  cam¬ 
paigns  to  write  the  Iranian  mission  to  the 
U.N.  and  to  ask  churches  to  toll  their 
bells  daily  at  noon  in  support  of  the 
hostages  held  at  the  American  embassy 
in  Tehran. 

“The  President  supports  both  these 
suggestions,”  said  a  public  release  from 
White  House  Press  Secretary  Jody  Pow¬ 
ell. 

The  church  bell  suggestion  originated 
in  a  Thanksgiving  Day  message  from 
Bruce  La  ingen,  the  American  charge 
d’affairs  in  Tehran  who  is  being  held  in 
“protective  custody”  house  arrest  at  the 
Foreign  ministry.  The  Attorney  General 
and  several  members  of  Congress  sug¬ 
gested  the  letter  writing  effort. 

In  Baltimore,  however,  many  local 
clergy  lament  that  they  do  not  have  bells 
to  ring  in  response  to  President  Carter’s 
call. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Jones  of  Mount  Ver¬ 
non  Place  United  Methodist  Church  said: 
“We  have  no  bells  —  wish  we  did.  We 
would  be  glad  to  ring  them.” 

But  the  Rev.  Alfred  B.  Starratt  of  Em¬ 
manuel  Episcopal  Church,  thought  the 
gesture  unnecessary.  “We’re  all  aware, 
we’re  all  concerned,  we’re  all  behind  the 
President." 

In  related  news,  at  a  joint  meeting  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  two  high-level  United 
Methodist  Councils  unanimously  passed 
a  resolution  pledging  “wholehearted  sup¬ 
port  of  the  President  in  his  pursuit  of 
forthright,  yet  peaceful  means”  to  gain 
the  release  of  American  hostages. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  and 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  vowed  to  continue  praying 
“for  an  early  resolution  of  this  issue  and 
for  a  constructive  approach  to  the  longer 
range  political  and  economic  problems 
which  have  contributed  to  this  issue’s 
emergence." 

;  And  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  a  Lebanese 
Dominican  priest  feels  the  only  way  to  at¬ 
tain  the  safe  release  of  50  Americans 
being  held  hostage  in  Iran  is  to  beat  the 
leader  of  that  country  at  his  own  game  — 


religion. 

This  can  be  done,  said  the  Rev.  Ramzi 
H.  Malik,  by  “throwing  open  the  doors  of 
all  churches  and  synagogues  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  for  people  to  pray  24  hours  a 
day.  If  we  mobilize  our  spirituality  during 
the  season  of  Advent,  I  feel  the  hostages 
will  be  free  by  Christmas.” 

He  said  the  despotic  political  and 
religious  leader  of  Iran,  the  Ayatollah 
Khomeini,  “will  not  be  swayed  into  free¬ 
ing  the  hostages  through  U.S.  diplomacy, 
economic  sanctions  or  military  threats.” 

“We  must  pray  day  and  night  through¬ 
out  the  country  and  beat  the  Ayatollah  on 
his  own  grounds— the  spiritual  grounds," 
Father  Malik  said  in  an  interview. 

At  a  meeting  in  New  York,  four  Japan- 
ese-American  members  of  the  UMC’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  took  a  sterper 
view  of  President  Carter’s  actions  by 
condemning  government  scrutiny  of 
Iranian  visa  holders  in  this  country. 

The  staff  members  endorsed  a  state¬ 
ment  issued  Nov.  25  by  “Concerned  Jap¬ 
anese  Americans”  which  compared  the 
visa  check  and  deportation  of  Iranians 
with  the  government  round-up  of  120,000 
Japanese  Americans  into  camps  during 
World  War  II. 


rather  than  replacing  family  responsi¬ 
bilities. 

They  also  recommended  that 
comprehensive  day  care  programs  and 
other  support  services  for  children  be 
available,  that  there  be  an  emphasis  on 
family  life  and  parenting  education  and 
that  family  crisis  intervention  networks 
for  families  already  in  trouble  be 
established.  These  recommendations 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  White  House 
Conference  on  the  Family  as  well  as  to 
the  UM  General  Conference  in  1980. 
Advocacy  ‘no  picnic’ 

They  were  warned,  however,  that 
“child  advocacy  is  no  picnic”  by  a  sea¬ 
soned  advocate  who  heads  the  California 
Children’s  Lobby.  Sue  Brock  of 
Sacramento  is  the  executive  for  the  only 
surviving  state  children’s  lobby  out  of  10 
that  were  started  in  1970.  “Don’t  ever 
think  it  is  easy.  Legislators  may  care 
about  children,”  she  said,  “but  children 
don’t  threaten  their  political  base  and 
they  can  afford  to  vote  against  them." 

To  “advocate”  for  children  is  to  speak 
on  their  behalf.  Ms.  Brock  said  there  are 
many  types  of  advocacy  —  legislative, 
administrative  or  judicial. 

She  said  she  believes  “class  advocacy" 
which  is  speaking  on  behalf  of  thousands 
of  children  (vs.  “case  advocacy”  for  one 
child)  through  the  legislative  process  has 
the  “unique  capability  of  changing  our 
whole  nation  through  public  policy.”  But, 
Ms.  Brock  warned,  getting  legislative 
action  takes  time  —  “five  years  to  get  a 
bill  signed  and  another  five  years  to  get  it 
implemented  properly.” 

‘Orphans  of  the  living’ 

Children  receiving  foster  care  have  no 
natural  advocates  to  speak  out  for  them 
such  as  parents  or  teachers,  said  Kay 
Eskrom  of  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  a  foster  parent 
for  many  years  who  is  a  field  consultant 
for  National  Action  for  Foster  Children. 
Foster  children  are  often  called  the 
“orphans  of  the  living.” 

While  she  believes  there  is  a  legitimate 
use  of  foster  care  and  occasional  need  for 
temporary  substitute  parents,  Ms. 
Eskrom  is  convinced  foster  care  is  an 
over-used  catch-all  in  which  children  get 
trapped  for  years. 

“Bad  experiences  far  outnumber  the 
good  experiences,”  Ms.  Eskrom  has 
found.  One  of  the  worst  aspects  of  foster 
care  is  that  a  child  typically  will  make 
six  to  eight  moves  in  five  years.  "Anyone 
who  has  experienced  a  move  and  what  it 
means  to  get  used  to  a  change  in 
environment  can  imagine  what  multiple 
moves  mean  for  children.” 
Church-related  agencies 

Church-related  child  welfare 
institutions  and  community  cente: 
representatives  said  they  engage 
primarily  in  “case  advocacy”  as  they 
strive  to  serve  each  child  placed  in  their 


care.  They  work  first  hand  with  children 
who  are  the  products  of  families 
overwhelmed  by  problems. 

They  lamented  the  growing  “gap" 
between  the  church’s  historic  concern  for 
children  and  actual  financial  and  moral 
support.  “The  church  has  to  decide 
whether  or  not  we  want  to  continue  to  be 
in  the  business  of  child  welfare,”  said 
John  Steiner,  director  of  Spofford  Home 
for  severely  disturbed  children  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

"The  church  is  in  a  schizophrenic 
position.  The  UMC  wants  the  church  re¬ 
lation  but  not  the  liability  of  maintaining 
the  relationship,"  Mr.  Steiner  said. 

John  Garvin  of  Alaska  Children’s 
Services  said  the  same  thing  seems  to  be 
happening  to  child  welfare  agencies  that 
has  happened  to  church-related  colleges. 
“Ever  more  dependent  on  public 
funding,  the  church  ties  become  less  and 
less  important.  Our  funds  were  cut 
another  25  percent  this  year  from  the 
denomination  while  inflation  goes  the 
other  way.  I  think  the  church  needs  us  as 
an  arm  of  its  ministry.  I  hate  to  see  the 
relationship  cut.  Conferences  like  this 
help.” 

Valuable  connection 


ISTANBUL,  Turkey  —  Pope  John  Paul  II  (right)  holds  the  arms  of  the  Eastern 
Orthodox  Patriarch  Demetrius  I,  following  his  arrival  here  on  Nov.  28.  An  unidenti¬ 
fied  priest  joins  in  the  welcome. 


Connie  Wennet  of  David  and  Margaret 
House  for  disturbed  teenage  girls  in 
Laverne,  Calif,  said  both  direct  legis¬ 
lative  advocacy  and  direct  contact  with 
residents  in  agencies  such  as  hers  could 
strengthen  “a  valuable  connection” 
between  local  churches  and  the 
institutions. 

Learning  ways  to  work  together  as  a 
team,  however,  need  to  be  created.  “Pro¬ 
fessionals  in  the  agencies  tend  to  look 
down  on  church  volunteers  as  ‘auxil¬ 
iaries’  who  merely  provide  Christmas 
presents  and  those  coupons,"  said 
Carolyn  Holliday  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
East  conference  chairperson  of  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Taskforce  on  Child 
Advocacy. 

“We  want  to  be  ‘associates’  with  the 
agencies  working  at  the  larger  problems 
children  face  as  well  as  the  immediate 
needs.” 


Pope,  patriarch  work  to 
heal  900-year-old  split 


ISTANBUL  (RNS)  -  Pope  John  Paul 
II  and  Ecumenical  Patriarch  Demetrios 
I  of  Constantinople  (Istanbul),  the  spir¬ 
itual  leader  of  Eastern  Orthodoxy,  met 
and  pledged  to  strive  to  reunite  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
churches  after  nine  centuries  of  division. 


Meeting  here,  the  leaders  of  Christian¬ 
ity’s  two  largest  branches  announced  the 
formation  of  a  28-member  joint  theolog¬ 
ical  commission  to  deal  with  such  bar¬ 
riers  to  reunification  as  papal  primacy, 
and  different  attitudes  toward  divorce 
and  other  matters  that  have  for  so  long 
separated  the  two  churches. 

On  the  morning  of  Nov.  30,  Pope  John 


Paul  attended  a  liturgical  service  in  Is¬ 
tanbul's  Orthodox  Cathedral  of  St. 
George. 

As  the  pope  entered  the  church  ground, 
the  patriarch  rose  from  his  throne, 
crossed  the  tiny  courtyard,  and  met  the 
visitor  midway  on  a  red  carpet.  “Wel¬ 
come,  holy  brother,”  said  Patriarch 
Demetrios. 


The  pope  put  his  hands  gently  on  the 
patriarch’s  shoulders.  Their  eyes  brim¬ 
ming  with  tears,  the  two  men  embraced 
as  the  church  bells  tolled. 

The  two  church  leaders  then  entered 
the  church  and  prayed  together  for  re¬ 
conciliation  and  harmony. 


$ 1  million  on  $7  million  goal 

African  UMs  pledge  $$$  for  growth 


NAIROBI,  Kenya  (UMC)  -  Nine  Afri¬ 
can  conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  have  pledged  to  contribute  $1 
million  toward  a  proposed  $7  million  fund 
for  church  growth  in  Africa  during  the 
1981-84  quadrennium. 

Their  announcement  came  during  the 
first  meeting  of  the  41-member  African 
Church  Growth  and  Development  Com¬ 
mittee  here  Nov.  26-30. 


The  African-dominated  committee  al¬ 
so  voted  to  have  a  14-person  executive 
committee  chaired  by  the  Rev.  Wea  Natt 
of  Liberia,  reiterated  that  leadership  de¬ 
velopment  was  a  top  priority,  indicated 
preference  for  a  full-time  African  coordi¬ 
nator  residing  in  Africa,  and  agreed  to  in¬ 
vite  other  Methodist  churches  not  part  of 
the  UMC  to  participate  in  the  general 
committee. 


‘Black  Nativity’  produced 

Christmas  story  lives  as  song -play 


By BEA JONES 
Staff  Writer 

SPRINGFIELD,  Mass.  -  The  Christ¬ 
mas  story  will  come  alive  for  many  peo¬ 
ple  here  this  month  and  take  on  an  added 
twist— it  will  be  presented  by  an  all¬ 
black  production  company  and  be  based 
on  the  works  of  a  now  deceased  black 
poet,  Langston  Hughes. 

“Black  Nativity”  is  described  as  a  gos¬ 
pel  song-play,  which  celebrates  the  bib¬ 
lical  Christmas  story  with  dance,  poetry, 
narrative  and  gospel  song  in  the  black 
tradition.  Co-sponsors  are  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  here  and  the  Hattie  B. 
Cooper  Community  Center  in  nearby 


Roxbury,  an  agency  of  the  UMC’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


The  Boston-based  National  Center  of 
Afro-American  Artists  will  present  the 
song-play  in  Springfield,  as  a  fund¬ 
raiser  for  both  the  church  and  the  com¬ 
munity  center.  “We  have  been  doing  the 
production  as  an  annual  Christmas  show 
for  the  past  ten  years,"  said  producer 
John  Ross,  who  is  also  musical  director 
of  the  artist’s  center.  The  song-play  has 
only  been  performed  by  two  or  three 
groups  since  it  played  in  New  York  in  the 
1950s  he  said. 


ically  to  blacks  by  utilizing  material  out 
of  the  black  heritage,  said  Mr.  Ross,  it 
can  touch  everyone.  “It  calls  for  a  spon¬ 
taneous  response  by  drawing  people  in.” 
Even  those  who  are  not  religious  can 
identify  with  the  production  at  some  level 
because  it  is  a  celebration,  he  said. 


"This  was  a  vibrant  happening.  Partic¬ 
ipants  were  full  of  enthusiasm."  the  Rev. 
Forrest  Stith  of  Baltimore,  co-chairper¬ 
son  of  the  Africa  Task  Force  of  the  World 
Division,  reported.  “For  the  first  time 
African  Methodists  had  an  opportunity  to 
reach  common  agreement  on  mission  in 
the  African  context  and  to  speak  with  a 
single  voice  to  the  world  church . '  ’ 
Professor  Richard  Tholin  of  Garrett 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  co- 
chairperson  of  the  Africa  Task  Force,  told 


United  Methodist  Communications.  “I’m 
convinced  that  what  the  African 
churches  began  to  do  together  has  signi¬ 
ficance  even  if  the  American  church  de¬ 
cided  not  to  enter  the  venture. 

“This  program  offers  us  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  learn  from  the  African  church  what 
the  nature  of  the  Gospel  is,"  he  contin¬ 
ued.  “The  African  church  helps  me  deal 
with  the  split  between  evangelical  and 
social  gospel  in  a  way  more  creative  than 
any  we’ve  been  able  to  imagine,  to  live 
out  both  the  evangelical  and  social  di¬ 
mensions  of  the  Gospel  in  one  integrated 
pattern." 

He  added  that  the  African  program 
would  give  U.S.  churches  an  opportunity 
•of  “lifting  our  world  vision  in  a  creative 
and  constructive  way.  If  we  are  so 
imersed  in  our  own  problems  tjiat  we 
can’t  be  challenged  by  that  vision,  it  will 
be  our  loss,"  he  said. 


Although  the  song-play  speaks  specif- 


Mr.  Ross  emphasized  that  “Black 
Nativity”  was  written  without  specific 
production  directions  to  allow  for  individ¬ 
ual  “flavoring”  and  for  adaptation  by 
different  size  groups.  It  can  be  per¬ 
formed  by  one  person,  a  small  church 
group,  or  by  the  80  people  we  use,  he  said. 


People  in  the  news... 


Spreading  light  and  heat 
Prior  to  qualifying  for  membership 
in  the  “International  Connoisseurs  of 
Green  and  Red  Chili,”  officers  of 
UMC’s  Council  of  Bishops  at  their  fall 
meeting  in  Albuquerque  had  to 
sample  “without  drinking  any  water” 
spoonfuls  of  chili  of  varying  degrees 
of  hotness— mild,  regular  and  hot. 
“We  feel  it’s  appropriate  for  these 
bishops  to  be  inducted  into  this 
group,"  Jess  Price,  local  club  leader, 
told  the  banquet  audience  of  UM’s 
gathered  from  across  the  area  as  he 
conducted  the  ceremony.  “They  go 
about  spreading  light.  We  spread  the 
heat!”  At  left:  Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton. 
Indianapolis  Area,  president;  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews,  Washington 
Area,  secretary;  and  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols.  Pittsburgh  Area,  president- 
elect.  The  bishops  survived  the  test 
and  were  inducted  in*  -  *he  order. 


The  artist’s  center,  also  in  its  tenth 
year,  is  the  still  developing  dream  of 
Alma  Lewis,  a  black  teacher  and  ballet 
dancer  in  Boston,  who  began  her  own 
school  of  classical  dance  in  Roxbury  30 
years  ago.  The  center  now  includes 
music,  drama,  dance  classes  and  a 
museum. 


Sponsoring  this  production  is  a  new 
venture  for  Roxbury’s  Cooper  Com¬ 
munity  Center  and  Wesley  UMC  here  in 
Springfield,  said  the  center’s  executive 
director,  Richard  Peters.  “We  are  bring¬ 
ing  a  black  play  into  a  majority  white 
suburban  area  where  it  might  otherwise 
not  have  been  presented,”  he  said. 


"And  it’s  a  hallmark  event  for  our  civic 
and  cultural  community,"  said  Wesley’s 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Jerome  K.  Del  Pino.  “It 
i§  also  significant  in  this  day  as  blacks 
quest  to  identify  elements  in  the  black 
church  that  are  universal.”  Wesley 
UMC,  once  a  transitional  church,  is  now 
more  than  95  percent  black.  They  plan  to 
use  the  money  raised  from  ticket  sales  to 
upgrade  their  outreach  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  Mr.  Del  Pino  said. 
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UMs  urged 
to  preserve 
black  music 

By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Negro  spirituals  and 
gospel  songs  —  two  forms  of  music 
traditionally  found  in  the  black  church  — 
must  be  preserved  and  uplifted  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

That  was  the  challenge  given  by 
several  black  music  experts  to 
participants  in  a  consultation  on  church 
music  education  in  the  black  heritage 
here  Nov.  30-Dec.  2. 

“We  must  defend  our  musical  heritage 
with  a  militant  attitude  and  keep  it  in  the 
original  form,”  said  Odell  Hobbs, 
coordinator  of  Fine  Arts  at  Baptist- 
related  Virginia  Union  University  in 
Richmond,  Va. 

Characterized  by  creativity,  emotion 
and  spontaneous  harmony,  Negro 
spirituals  evolved  during  the  period  of 
slavery,  he  said.  They  were  songs  of  the 
suffering  —  “Nobody  Knows  De  Trouble 
I  See”  —  of  protest  against  slavery  — 
“Oh,  Freedom  ...”  —  and  knowledge  of 
a  loving  God  who  would  bring  them 
through  —  “I’m  no  ways  weary  an’  I’m 
no  ways  tired  ...  I  expect  to  shout,  oh, 
glory,  when  de  world’s  on  fire.” 

“Songs  were  a  way  of  life  and 
survival,”  Dr.  Hobbs  said.  “But  we 
(blacks)  still  have  trials  and  tribulations. 
Spirituals  still  have  true  relevance 
today,”  he  said. 

He  urged  Christians  to  locate  each 
piece  of  Negro  spiritual  music  and 
develop  an  archive  for  future 
generations.  “Much  of  that  kind  of  music 
has  been  thrown  away,  and  we  must  have 
proof  of  its  existence,”  Dr.  Hobbs  said. 

Just  as  Negro  spirituals  evolved  during 
the  slave  era,  the  black  gospel  song 
evolved  during  the  early  20th  century  in 
urban  black  communities.  As  blacks 
began  to  move  to  die  north,  they  needed 
songs  that  were  “more  expressive”  than 
che  spirituals,  J.  Jefferson  Cleveland 
said.  He  is  professor  of  music  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts,  and  co- 
editor  of  “Songs  of  Zion.”  an  UM  hymnal 
supplement  of  songs  from  the  black 
experience  to  be  published  in  1981. 

Although  very  similar  to  spirituals, 
black  gospel  songs  were  written  down 
and  have  a  distinct  rhythm  beat. 
(Spirituals  were  later  written  down, 
many  by  white  writers,  after  slavery.) 
Gospel  songs  use  instrumentation  like 
piano  and  organ,  unlike  spirituals  which 
were  meant  to  be  sung  without  accom¬ 
paniment,  Dr.  Cleveland  said. 

“Gospel  is  the  sacred  counterpart  to 
the  blues  song,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Cleveland  noted  that  gospel  music 
is  being  revitalized  especially  by  young 
blacks,  citing  the  growth  of  community 
choirs  and  gospel  choirs  on  both  black 
and  majority  white  college  campuses. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  in  singing 
hymns  in  the  UM  hymn  books  and 
classical  or  modem  anthems  in  the  black 
church,  he  said.  “But  a  black  church 
without  black  music  is  incomplete.  Those 
who  don’t  use  it  are  not  being  true  to  their 
culture.” 

“The  black  church  has  been  an  avenue 
for  musical  advancement  and  achieve¬ 
ment,”  Dr.  Cleveland  said.  Many  black 
opera,  pop,  blues  and  jazz  singers 
came  out  of  the  church,  just  as  secular 
forms  of  black  music  —  jazz  and  blues 
especially  —  evolved  from  the  gospel 
songs  and  Negro  spirituals. 

“It  all  came  out  of  the  church  —  why 
not  let  it  come  back  home?”  asked  jazz 
composer  and  pianist  Robert  Holmes. 

During  a  presentation  on  jazz  music, 
Mr.  Holmes  demonstrated  the 
overlapping  musical  patterns  of  sacred 
and  secular  music  in  the  black 
experience.  “All  black  music  is  based  on 
two  days  of  the  week  —  Saturday  and 
Sunday,”  he  said.  “Those  who  played  on 
Saturday  nights  played  on  Sunday 
mornings  also.  The  sometimes 
distinguishable  difference  between  some 
sacred  and  secular  songs  is  the  letter  ‘L’ 

—  whether  it  is  used  to  spell  ‘love’  or 
‘Lord’,"  he  said  with  a  smile. 

The  consultation  was  sponsored  by 
Scarritt  College’s  Center  of  Continuing 
Education,  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  and  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion. 


Wall  St.  Journal 
offers  correction 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  In  a  “correction  and 
amplification”  article  on  page  eight  of 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  of  Dec.  4,  the 
newspaper  said  an  earlier  article  “didn’t 
state  or  mean  to  imply  that  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference  or  any 
other  Methodist  church  organization  has 
been  accused  or  is  guilty  of  being 
involved  in  any  criminal  enterprise.  ” 

The  correction  referred  to  a  Nov.  9 
article  on  the  problems  of  the  aged, 
which  included,  among  other  things, 
derogatory  statements  about  the  Pacific 
Homes  Corp.,  the  network  of  retirement 
facilities  historically  related  to  the 
church  and  presently  involved  in  law 
suits  in  California.  The  writer  appeared 
to  lump  the  homes  and  other  church 
sponsored  retirement  homes  with  what 
was  termed  an  “unrelenting  siege  by 
legions  of  predators  employing  a 
dazzling  array  of  schemes  designed  to 
numb  the  minds  and  snatch  the  cash  of 
their  (elderly)  victims.” 

Paid  advertisements  were  placed  in 
the  financial  publication,  starting  Nov.  23 
by  “concerned  United  Methodists”  who 
claim  the  article  in  the  Nov.  9  issue 
contains  “unwarranted,  unfair  and  in  the 
final  analysis,  insufferable”  implica'- 
tions.  (See TM/UMR,  Dec.  7.) 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Care  shown  for  world’s 
hungry  people 


United  Methodists  in  the  mid-western 
states  of  Kansas  and  Missouri  last  month 
gave  almost  three-quarters  of  a  million 
dollars  worth  of  food,  farm  animals, 
clothing,  and  cash  for  the  hungry  people 
of  the  world. 

In  the  sixth  annual  Bishop’s 
Thanksgiving  Convocation  in  Response 
to  Human  Need,  members  in  the  1,100 
UM  congregations  in  the  two  Missouri 
annual  conferences  donated 
approximately  $500,000  in  money  and 
goods  at  the  Nov.  24  gathering.  With  $1.5 
million  generated  from  five  previous 
convocations,  the  total  collected  since 
1974  may  exceed  $2  million,  officials  said. 

And  in  Topeka.  Kan.,  some  1,500  UMs 
in  the  Kansas  East  conference  gathered 


TOP 


Nov.  17  for  the  Bishop’s  Roundup  for 
Hunger  and  brought  approximately 
$150,000  worth  of  goods  and  money. 
“Everyone  had  the  chance  to  share  in  the 
significant  effort  to  alleviate  hunger 
throughout  the  world,”  said  Bishop 
Ernest  Dixon,  who  also  indicated  he  was 
very  pleased  with  the  response. 

Most  of  the  livestock,  money  and 
clothing  will  be  channeled  through  such 
agencies  as  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  ReUef  (UMCOR).  Church 
World  Service  and  Heifer  Project 
International  for  overseas  distribution. 
Other  material  will  be  distributed 
through  various  serving  agencies  within 
the  two  states. 


LEFT  PHOTO:  Ernest  Barb 
helps  keep  track  of  a  chicken  that  has 
been  donated  at  Topeka  while  his  son 
unloads  seven  goats. 

TOP  RIGHT:  “How-dee,”  says  Minnie 
Pearl  (UM  laywoman,  Mrs.  Henry 
Cannon  of  Nashville,  Tenn.)  to  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  Missouri  UMs  at  the  hunger 
convocation. 

LOWER  LEFT:  An  estimated  2,500 
Missouri  UMs  converge  on  Columbia 
from  all  parts  of  the  state. 

LOWER  RIGHT:  Both  youth  and  adults 
from  Kansas  East  churches  roll  up  their 
sleeves  and  help  unload  the  many  boxes 
of  food  and  clothing. 

MISSOURI  UMR  PHOTOS  BY  JIM  STEELE 
KANSAS  EAST  UMR  PHOTOS  BY  KAREN  SEXTON 


To  aid  the  1 58  UM  Indian  congregations 

Native  Americans  propose  new  agency 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

MESA,  Ariz.  —  A  “Commission  on 
Native  American  Self-Development” 
with  an  annual  budget  of  $425,000  and  a 
staff  of  nine  persons  has  been  proposed 
by  a  committee  charged  with  studying 
and  making  recommendations  about 
Native  American  (American  Indian) 
ministries  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Purpose  of  the  commission,  according 
to  the  director  of  the  current  “Study 
Committee  on  Native  American 
Ministries,'"  is  to  strengthen  and  expand 
ministries  of  the  denomination  to  and 
through  the  more  than  14,000  Native 
American  United  Methodists  in  158  con¬ 
gregations  across  the  nation. 

Ministries 

"Our  people  are  simply  not  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  life  of  the  church,”  said  Linda 
Johnson,  staff  executive  of  the  study 
committee  headquartered  here.  “And 
the  church’s  general  boards  and 
agencies  appear  to  be  unable  to  produce 
viable  native  ministries.  Our  intent  is  to 
make  that  possible.” 

The  commission  recommendation  was 
agreed  to  in  a  telephone  “conference 
call"  among  committee  members  Nov. 
29.  The  entire  committee  was  unable  to 
reach  a  specific  recommendation  during 
sessions  in  Oklahoma  City  Nov.  9-10,  but 
empowered  a  subcommittee  to  draw  up  a 
specific  proposal. 

The  proposal  asks  for  the  1980  General 
Conference  of  the  denomination  to  ap¬ 
prove  a  standing  commission  for  Native 
American  ministries.  In  addition  to  the 
staff  and  budget,  the  commission  would 
have  a  21-member  board  of  directors. 
The  commission,  according  to  the  pro¬ 
posal  would:  (1)  develop  theological 


concepts;  (2)  provide  support  services  to 
other  general  agencies  of  the  church;  (3) 
deliver  program  services  and  inform¬ 
ation  to  local  churches;  (4)  do  research 
and  planning;  and  (5)  develop  human 
resources. 

Grassroots  boost 

“Our  proposal  at  this  point  may  sound 
bureaucratic  in  its  purpose,"  Ms. 
Johnson  told  TM/UMR,  “but  our  intent  is 
to  make  a  difference  at  the  grassroots 
level.  If  we  do  not  begin  with  long  term 
goals  and  objectives  for  native  ministries 
we  are  going  to  be  lost." 

She  said  leadership  development  is  one 
of  the  prime  goals  of  the  commission 
proposal. 

"Within  ten  years,  60  percent  of  the 
clergy  serving  Native  American  local 
congregations  will  be  at  retirement 
age,”  she  said.  “Right  now  there  are  only 
two  Native  Americans  in  seminary. 
Where  will  the  leadership  come  from  in 
ten  years  unless  we  begin  now  to  plan  for 
the  future?” 

The  Rev.  Homer  Noley,  a  member  of 
the  study  committee  and  director  of  the 
Native  American  study  center  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City.  Mo., 
agrees  with  Ms.  Johnson.  Mr.  Noley  told 
TM/UMR  that  “unless  we  begin  now.  we 
are  going  to  lose  the  ‘native’  church.” 

Mr.  Noley,  a  member  of  the  Nebraska 
Annual  Conference,  said  opposition  to  the 
proposal  from  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference  has  been  “greatly 
exaggerated.” 

“A  few  individuals  have  spoken  out 
against  the  proposal  and  against  the 
work  of  the  study  committee,  but  most  of 
the  people  are  for  the  proposal.”  He 
pointed  out  that  the  missionary  confer¬ 
ence  had  gone  on  record  supporting  the 
study  committee  at  its  1977  session. 

Both  Ms.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Noley 


objected  to  statements  by  the  Rev.  David 
Adair,  program  council  director  of  the 
missionary  conference,  who  said 
recently  that  the  committee’s  recom¬ 
mendations  will  not  be  backed  by  the 
missionary  conference.  (See  TM/UMR, 
Nov.  16.) 

“Mr.  Adair  can  say  anything  he 
pleases  as  an  individual,"  Ms.  Johnson 
said,  “but  he  does  not  speak  for  the 
annual  conference.  At  no  time  has  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  opposed  the  study 
committee’s  recommendations." 

Mr.  Adair,  meanwhile,  declined  to 
comment  on  the  study  committee’s 
recommendations,  only  saying  “we  are 
opposed  to  the  direction  they  are  going.” 

He  went  on,  however,  to  tell  TM/UMR 
he  could  best  “sum  up  his  reaction”  by 
quoting  Proverbs  29:11  —  “A  fool  gives 
full  vent  to  his  anger,  but  a  wise  man 


quietly  holds  it  back.” 

“We  in  Oklahoma  will  have  something 
positive  to  say  about  this  whole  matter  at 
a  later  time,”  he  said,  “but  as  for  now, 
we  don’t  choose  to  comment.  ” 

The  commission  proposal,  if  imple¬ 
mented  by  the  General  Conference  next 
April,  would  include  representation  of 
four  persons  from  each  of  the  church’s 
five  jurisdictions,  plus  a  bishop  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops.  Ex-of- 
ficio  members  without  vote  would 
include  members  from  each  general 
agency  of  the  church,  the  bishop  of  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
and  all  Native  American  staff  persons 
from  general  agencies. 

The  proposed  commission  staff  would 
include  an  executive  director,  an  assoc¬ 
iate  director,  five  regional  persons  and 
two  clerical  workers. 


DECEMBER  14, 1979 

Member 
loss  may 
end  soon 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  More  than  a 
decade  of  loss  in  United  Methodist 
Church  membership  now  appears  likely 
to  end  within  four  or  five  years,  a 
specialist  in  membership  research  said 
here  Nov.  28. 

“There  are  several  strong  indicators 
that  the  church  membership  decline 
which  began  in  1965  will  be  ending  some 
time  in  the  early  or  mid-1980’s,”  the  Rev. 
Warren  J.  Hartman  told  a  joint  session  of 
the  denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and  General 
Council  on  Ministries.  He  did  not  name  a 
specific  year,  but  said  some  factors  point 
to  1983. 

Dr.  Hartman  is  a  staff  executive  of  the 
church’s  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville,  and  was  making  a 
preliminary  report  on  an  extensive  study 
of  membership  statistics  in  the 
denomination.  A  final  report  will  be 
made  to  the  1980  General  Conference. 

Evidence  of  the  “bottoming  out”  of  the 
membership  decline.  Dr.  Hartman  said, 
is  seen  in  the  declining  rate  of 
membership  loss  and  increasing 
attendance  at  worship  services  and  in 
church  school  enrollment  and 
attendance. 

The  researcher  said  there  “is  some 
evidence  that  more  young  adults  are 
returning  to  the  church.”  On  the  other 
hand,  he  warned,  there  is  a  “disturbing” 
decrease  in  the  number'  of  youth  in 
confirmation  classes,  a  condition  which 
he  said  has  been  in  the  making  for  at 
least  12  years  as  the  number  of  children 
enrolled  in  church  school  declined. 

All  geographical  regions  of  the 
denomination  “seem  to  be  doing  an 
equally  poor  job  with  their  youth,”  Dr. 
Hartman  declared. 

Although  official  membership  figures 
for  1978  will  not  be  available  until  later 
this  year,  preliminary  reports  indicate  a 
total  of  about  9.62  million.  This  is  a 
decrease  of  approximately  1.4  million 
members  since  1964  in  the  totals  for  the 
former  Methodist  and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  churches  which  united 
in  1968  to  form  the  UMC. 

The  preliminary  statistics  for  1978 
indicate  the  rate  of  loss  may  have  been 
fractionally  higher  that  year  than  for  the 
past  several  years  when  the  rate  of  loss 
was  declining. 

Dr.  Hartman’s  20-page  report,  replete 
with  a  variety  of  charts  and  graphs, 
would  seem  to  suggest  that  a  major 
factor  in  the  membership  loss  is  tied 
closely  to  the  decline  in  the  number  of 
children  in  church  school  in  the  mid-1960s 
with  a  resulting  decline  ir.  new  members 
received  on  profession  of  faith.  Another 
big  factor  has  been  removal  of  names 
from  church  rolls  by  congregational 
action,  usually  because  the  persons 
cannot  be  located. 


Churches  6 on  the  edge  ’ 
focus  of  consultation 


By  JUDYELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

FRENCH  LICK,  ‘  Ind.  -  United 
Methodist  churches  which  lie  outside  the 
“mainstream”  of  the  church  have  the 
potential  to  reach  back  into  the  center  of 
the  church  and  effect  positive  change, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Roger  Armstrong, 
pastor  in  the  John  Wesley  cooperative 
parish  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  who  serves  a  parish 
which  he  says  is  “on  the  edge,”  or 
“marginated,"  in  some  ways,  reflected  a 
view  expressed  by  many  of  the 
approximately  90  participants  in  a 
“Consultation  on  Margination  and 
Mission.”  The  meeting,  held  here  Dec.  4- 
7,  was  sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  National  Division’s  program 
unit  on  parish  ministries.  The 
consultation  brought  together  conference 
teams  from  each  jurisdiction,  ethnic 
minority  representatives  and  National 
Division  staffers  to  consider  ways  of 
dealing  with  margination,  examining 
factors  including  membership  size, 
geographical  location,  ethnic  minority 
concerns,  leadership,  institutional 
elements,  theology  and  others. 

Dr.  James  Shopshire,  Interdenomina¬ 
tional  Theological  Center  professor  from 
Atlanta,  told  the  group  that  margination 
must  be  evaluated  in  terms  of  both  its 
positive  and  negative  effects. 

"Margination  is  positive  when  it 
strengthens  our  faithful  response  to  God, 
the  body  of  Christ,  to  other  persons  and  to 
the  community,”  he  said.  “Conversely,  it 
is  negative  to  the  extent  tbat  it  weakens 
our  faith;  destroys  our  intentionality  in 
the  nurture  and  care  of  persons; 


dissipates  our  powers  for  missional 
service  in  the  transformation  of  church, 
society  and  the  world;  and  thwarts  the 
formation  of  truly  redemptive  human 
community.”  He  noted  that  various 
church  programs  and  organizations 
designed  to  m^et  special  needs  are  not 
negative,  nor  is  the  attempt  to  serve 
through  specialized  approaches  and 
techniques. 

“It  is  not  encumbent  upon  us  to  wage  a 
crusade  to  rid  the  church  of  all 
margination  regardless  of  its 
character,”  he  said.  “Rather,  we  are 
called  to  new  sensitivity  and  relentless 
intentionality  in  setting  out  missional 
priorities  to  maximize  positive 
margination  that  points  to  new  levels  of 
faithfulness,  humanity  and  dignity,  and 
to  minimize  negative  margination  which 
perpetuates  evil,  dehumanization,  and 
radical  separation  of  the  community." 

Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks,  of  the  Arkansas 
Episcopal  Area,  pointed  out  the 
importance  of  looking  to  the  future  and 
shaping  it,  stressing  that  the  leadership 
of  churches  should  be  an  expression  of 
their  theology,  with  their  mission  set  in 
their  hopes  for  the  future. 

He  told  TM/UMR  that  the  church  has 
too  often  “marginated  itself  from  the 
world."  One  way  this  has  been  exhibited, 
he  said,  is  in  an  unwillingness  to  look  at 
the  world  and  how  it  should  be,  dwelling 
instead  on  its  shortcomings. 

“I  don’t  believe  Christ  endured  the 
literal  suffering  of  the  cross  to  exemplify 
that  kind  of  theology,”  he  said.  “I  think 
tbe  message  is,  ‘If  I  can  do  it,  you  can  do 
it,  too  .  .  .  if  something  eternal  called 
resurrection  comes  out  of  that,  you  can 
do  it.  too.’  At  least  we  must  try.” 


A  Reading  Church  is  a  Growing 
Church,  so  let  yourself  GROW  with 
Cokesbury’s 

Festival 
of  Books 

Books  from  some  of  the 
most  dynamic  Christian 
writers — in  affordable 
paperbacks! 


What  is  Festival  of  Books?  How  can  It 
benefit  my  church? 

Festival  of  Books  is  an  exciting  new  program 
that  brings  books  of  inspiration  right  to  your 
church — for  everyone  to  choose  and 
purchase.  When  displayed  in  the  attractive 
reading  center  unit — which  we  provide 
FREE — the  members  of  your  church  can 
browse  through  the  varied  titles  and  find  one 
to  meet  their  needs.  Writers  like  E.  Stanley 
Jones,  Leslie  Weatherhead,  Jo  Carr.  William 
Barclay,  Lloyd  Ogilvie  and  many  more,  offer 
words  of  inspiration  and  truth.  Festival  of 
Books  will  make  good  Christian  reading 
available  to  every  home  in  your  church! 

How  does  a  Festival  of  Books  get 
started? 

It’s  really  very  easy.  Simply  have  your 
minister  contact  your  Cokesbury  Regional 
Service  Center  for  all  the  details.  The  books 
are  available  to  your  church  at  a  15% 
discount  in  orders  of  100.  We  have  Pre-Paks 
of  the  best  sellers  already  made  up,  or  you 
can  choose  from  over  40  Festival  Book  titles. 
The  choice  is  yours. 

When  can  I  begin  our  Festival? 

Right  away!  After  you  contact  the  Cokesbury 
Regional  Service  Center  for  all  the 
“how-to’s,”  your  church  just  submits  the 
order,  gets  the  books  and  begins  selling.  We’ll 
even  send  you  a  FREE  promotion  kit — with 
posters,  bulletin  insert,  and  more!  Don’t 
delay — begin  your  Festival  of  Books.  Let  your 
church  GROW. 
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Hfg  Joy  To  The  World!  The  Lord  Is  Come 


Don’t  forget  our  “shut-ins”  during  the  Holiday  Season. 
The  Children’s  division  of  Zachary  UMC  delivers  fruit 
baskets  each  Thanksgiving  to  shut-ins.  Shown  in  the  Photo,  1. 
tor.,  Rachel  Reed,  Dustin  Perkins,  Jody  Mills.  Jake  Jacocks. 
They  are  all  from  Betty  Tucker’s  class,  and  they  are 
delivering  a  fruit  basket  to  Mr.  Smiley  Kirkwood. 


The  United  Methodist 

!  ^  ;  Reporter 

Notice 

LOUISIANA 

UNITED 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Sham¬ 
blin  has  moved  his  office  to 

METHODIST 

Baton  Rouge.  Mail  should  be 
sent  to  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop 

Byrl  Moreland,  Editor 

P.O.  Drawer  3057 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 

Rouge  70821.  Telephone  calls 
should  now  be  made  to  504/ 

927-7820. 

Phone:  (504)  927-7820 

Christmas  Spirit 


Our  office  received  a  note  from  Paul 
Dickerson,  a  student  at  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  from  the  Shreveport  district. 
Paul  wrote  the  note  to  express  his 
appreciation  to  you  for  the  $275.00  grant 
he  received.  This  money  comes  from  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund.  The  portion 
that  remains  within  the  annual 
conference  is  divided  among  Seminary 
students.  It  helps  to  provide  books,  etc., 
as  they  work  toward  their  education.  You 
don’t  receive  many  letters  of  thanks  in  an 
office  like  ours;  so  we  wanted  to  share  it 
with  you! 

But  there  is  more!  Paul  also  sent  a  nice 
check  for  the  Cambodian  Relief  Fund. 
The  check  reminded  us  of  the  time  when 
some  folks  we  knew  sent  a  check  to  a 
Theological  student  in  India  to  pay  his 
tuition.  This  particular  person  could  not 
have  afforded  to  be  in  school  at  all 
without  the  money  they  had  sent.  A  few 
weeks  after  the  check  was  mailed,  they 
received  a  note,  like  Paul’s. 

The  note  told  the  men  that  the  student 
hoped  it  was  alright,  but  he  had  felt 
moved  to  share  half  of  the  check  they  had 
sent  him  with  a  student  in  Burma  who 
was  struggling  to  receive  his  education. 
In  a  world  with  so  much  busy  activity, 
one  frequently  forgets  about  commit¬ 
ment  and  sacrifice  and  the  like. 

It  helps  to  receive  notes  like  these  to 
remind  you  that  they  are  still  there! 


We  Goofed! 


When  we  did  the  Honor  Roll  of 
churches  who  have  paid  everything  in 
full,  we  left  off  Lake  Providence.  We 
apologize  for  overlooking  it.  Wallace, 
your  church  was  one  of  the  very  first 
churches  in  the  conference  to  do  so.  At 
least,  we  found  out  that  people  up  there 
read  the  paper  —  or.  that  they  read  it  one 
time! 


The  United  Methodist  Women 
of  the  Shreveport  District  held 
their  Annual  District  Meeting  at 
Noel  UMC.  Pictured  are  the 
outgoing  District  President  Mrs 
Louvenia  Carter;  President  of 
the  Noel  UMW  Mrs.  Betty 
Stevenson,  hostess;  and  Mrs. 
Wilma  Crosby,  incoming 
President  for  the  District. 


Members  of  Lake  Arthur  UMC 
honored  person  in  the  Church 
School  who  have  giving  faithful 
service.  From  1.  to  r.  are  Wybra 
Mack,  oldest  continuous 
member  of  the  Sunday  School; 
Doris  Lockwood,  Church  School 
Superintendent;  and  Ethel 
Merritt,  oldest  member  of  the 
Sunday  School.  Each  was 
presented  a  book  The  Psalms 
and  The  Lord’s  Prayer.  Rev. 
Allan  Stackhouse  is  the  Pastor. 


The  Area  Staff. . . 


■fco 


These  are  the  folks  who  make  the  Area 
Office  go!  From  the  left,  Gloria  Kirby, 
Maureen  Dartez,  Cathy  Fuller,  and  Linda 
Talley.  Maureen  is  the  Bishop's  secretary 
( most  of  you  will  make  a  point  of  learning  her 
—  or  better,  seeing  that  she  learns  you!). 
Linda  is  the  lead  secretary.  She  has  to  make 
certain  that  the  9,267,851  things  that  are 
supposed  to  be  done,  get  accomplished.  On 


time!  Cathy  is  the  bookkeeper  —  really,  more 
than  that  —  she  keeps  up  with  money  for  the 
Office  of  Financial  Affairs,  the  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  computer  —  and  if  you  think 
that  ain’t  a  lot!  Gloria  is  the  newest  member 
of  the  staff.  She  is  the  receptionist,  so  she  is 
tbe  first  person  you  meet  when  you  come  to 
the  office.  She  is  also  the  one  you  speak  to 
when  you  call. 


Around  The  Conference 


MANDEVILLE  —  For  the  past  three 
years,  members  of  St.  Timothy  UMC 
have  sponsored  children  at  Southeast 
Hospital  by  providing  their  Christmas 
gifts.  Some  children  at  the  hospital  are 
able  to  go  home  for  Christmas,  but  each 
year  there  are  those  who  are  left  behind. 
The  State  provides  $2.00  to  spend  on  each 
child  for  Christmas.  This  year,  there  will 
be  34  children  who  do  not  go  home.  The 
Church  ask  each  family  that  sponsors  a 
child  to  spend  between  $25.00  to  $30.00. 

OPELOUSAS  -  Members  of  the 
church  have  enjoyed  a  special  Nativity 
scene  this  year,  It  was  made  by  a  young 
man,  disabled  by  Cerebral  Palsy,  who 
paints  by  holding  the  brush  between  his 
teeth.  He  attended  the  Houma  Wonder¬ 
land  Shelter  Workshop,  and  the 
Terrebone  Fine  Arts  Guild  sold  his  work 
We  understand  that  Myra  Byrd  set  up  the 
Nativity  Scene,  and  Wayne  Gilmore  built 
the  stable,  and  display  table. 

ALEXANDRIA  —  Members  of  Trinity 
UMC  celebrated  their  Christmas  Party 
with  a  “Green  Tree”  on  which  they 
placed  gifts  of  money  to  be  dedicated  to 
the  hungry  people  in  Cambodia. 

ARCADIA  —  These  are  kind  of  unusual 
and  special  idea  are  the  Confirmation 
Classes  which  first  UMC  h?ld  during 
Advent  season.  You  hear  of  Confirmation 
Classes  during  lent,  but  very  seldom 
classes  for  the  Christmas  season. 

SLIDELL  -  Members  of  first  UMC 
made  an  early  start  on  vuletide 
preparations  at  an  Advent  Workshop, 
organized  by  Joyce  Labo,  educational 
assistant,  and  Marian  Buxton,  family 
coordinator.  Planned  to  appeal  to  the 
entire  family,  activities  included  writing 
the  Annual  Christmas  letter, 
constructing  and  decorating  wreaths  of 
pine  cones,  bread  dough,  or  straw, 
fashioning  Christmas  flowers  and 
decorations  and  making  corn  husk  dolls 
A  special  feature  was  the  workshop  for 
children,  who  made  tree  ornaments  and 
items  for  Christmas  giving  —  ceramics, 
place  mats,  and  jewelry  boxes. 
Devotional  literature  for  use  during  the 


lent,  the  Advent  season  was  also 
available.  Craft  instructors  were 
Blanche  McGrath,  Joanne  Smith,  Sara 
Dodson  and  Kathy  Wilson. 

VIDALLIA  —  Members  of  first  UMC 
began  the  Advent  season  by  announcing 
that  they  would  support  the  Rev.  Carlos 
Welch.  United  Methodist  missionary  to 
Vellore,  India.  Carlos  is  the  founder  and 
the  first  director  of  the  Christian 
Counselling  Centre  there.  It  is  the  only 
centre  of  its  kind  in  India,  providing 
services,  training,  and  research  for 
mental  health  and  human  development. 
We  can  not  think  of  a  nicer  way  to  begin 
the  Christmas  season. 

HOMER  —  Rev  Terral  Lowe 
announced  that  28  men  attended  the  last 
UMM  Breadfast.  A  special  offering  was 
received  to  sponsor  two  children  for 
Christmas  at  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home. 

RAYVILLE  —  You  hear  of  Chrismon 
trees,  poinsett ia,  etc.  But  the  folks  in 
Ravville  have  a  JESSE  TREE  erected  in 
the  fellowship  hall,  and  children  from  the 
Sunday  School  decorated  it  with  symbols 
from  the  Old  Testament.  A  Jesse  Tree, 
we  understand,  is  barren,  no  leaves  or 
fruit,  as  in  winter  with  most  of  our  hard 
wood  trees.  Symbols  were  made  from 
cardboard  and  paper.  It  is  an  interesting 
new  notion  for  us;  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Cotton 
and  Mrs.  John  Beach  were  the  ones  who 
led  in  its  construction. 

SHREVEPORT  —  Another  unusual 
notion  we  discovered  while  perusing  all 
the  bulletin  that  come  to  us  is  the  series 
of  Noonday  Advent  Meditations  held  at 
First  UMC  There  is  organ  music, 
singing.  Advent  Lessons,  a  compliment¬ 
ary  snack  lunch,  and  helpful  devotions. 

MONROE  —  A  Special  Note-Burning 
Ceremony  was  held  at  Southside  UMC. 
The  service  was  held  in  preparation  for 
extending  the  parking  lot  of  the  church. 
The  superintendent.  Dr.  Douglas 
McGuire  preached  at  both  morning 
sendees.  We  understand  the  significance 
of  a  Note-Burning  Ceremony,  and  we 
understand  the  importance  of  extending 


parking  lots;  but  we  are  not  quite  sure 
where  the  superintendent  fit  in  all  of 
that! 

SHREVEPORT  “Older  people  may 
be  ‘Funner’  than  your  own  friends."  “I 
met  the  younger  people  in  our  church  as 
real  persons  for  the  first  time!’’  These 
were  two  of  the  comments  made  after  the 
Intergenerational  Weekend  held  at  Noel 
UMC.  Approximately  30  persons  of  all 
ages,  representing  7  churches  and  4 
districts,  participated  in  this  event.  Dr. 
and  Mrs  A.  T.  Mayberry  from 
Tennessee  led  the  weekend  and  Mrs. 
Doris  Marsalis  served  as  director.  One 
participant  summed  up  the  weekend, 
saying,  "We’re  really  not  that  out  of  tune 
with  one  another  if  we  would  just  take 
time  for  each  other.  " 

MONROE  —  Rev.  James  Wilson  has 
been  appointed  district  coordinator  in 
this  area  for  Louisiana's  participation  in 
a  White  House  Conference  on  Families  to 
be  held  in  June.  1980  in  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  His  assigned  area  includes 
Caldwell,  East  and  West  Carroll, 
Franklin,  Jackson,  Madison,  Moore- 
house  Quachita,  Richland,  Tenasas  and 
Union  Parishes.  Among  the  themes 
suggested  for  meetings  in  this  area 
before  and  after  the  White  House 
Conference  on  Families  are:  Family 
strength  and  supports;  Diversities  of 
families;  the  changing  realities  of  family 
life;  the  impact  of  public  and  private 
institutional  policies  on  the  family;  the 
impact  of  discrimination ;  and  the  special 
needs  of  special  families,  including  the 
elderly,  those  with  handicapped 
members  and  problem  situations;  and 
single-parent  family 

BATON  ROUGE  —  We  are  impressed, 
reading  through  the  large  stack  of 
bulletins,  church  papers,  etc.,  with  the 
grand  response  to  the  Bishop’s  Appeal 
for  help  in  Cambodia.  Almost  every 
church  bulletin  we  read  either 
announced  an  amount  received  so  far,  or 
else  announced  a  special  offering  in  the 
Christmas  season. 
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4  •  •  •  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shown  round  about  them 


By  RALPH  HASTEN 

A  mile  or  so  from  Bethlehem 

there  is  a  little  plain  in  which, 
under  a  grove  of  olives, 
stands  the  bare  and  neglected  chapel  called 
‘The  Angel  to  the  Shepherds.” 

It  is  built  over  the  traditional  site  of  the  fields  where, 
in  the  beautiful  language  of  Luke, 

.  there  were  shepherds  keeping  watch 
over  their  flocks  by  night, 

when,  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
came  upon  them, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shown 
round  about  them ...” 
and  they  heard  the  good  tidings  of  the  birth 
of  Christ  the  Lord. 

I.  The  associations  of  his  coming. 

and  the  scenery  of  his  birthplace, 
were  all  of  the  humblest  kind, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  hosts  of  heaven 
to  these  obscure  men  of  poverty  and  toil, 
who  sat  guarding  their  flocks  from  wolves  and  robbers 
through  the  chilly  night, 
reminds  us  vividly  of  the  enormity 
of  that  occasion. 

And  so,  you  would  have  expected  —  following  such  a  magnificent  event  - 
that  Christian  piety  would  have  marked  the  spot 
by  splendid  memorials, 
and.  perhaps,  with  the  erection  of  a  shrine 
encased  in  marble  and  mosaics. 

But.  instead  of  this,  the  Chapel  of  the  Herald  Angel 
is  a  mere  rude  crypt, 

and,  as  the  traveler  descends  the  broken  steps, 
he  is  hardly  aware  at  all  that  this  is, 
indeed, 

V  a  consecrated  place. 

"Come  now !  let  us  go  even  unto  Bethlehem, 

and  see  this  thing  which  has  come  to  pass, 
which  the  Lord  has  made  known  to  us,” 
the  wondering  shepherds  said. 

Their  way  led  them  at  last  to  the  crowded  stable 
of  an  over-crowded  inn, 

in  which  a  tiny  infant  lay, 
surrounded  by  the  litter  and  unpleasant  smell 
of  close-packed  horses  and  mules, 
of  sheep  and  goats, 

and  cows  and  camels. 

From  their  northern  home  at  Nazareth. 

Joseph,  the  village  carpenter, 
had  made  his  way  with  Mary, 
his  espoused  wife, 
who  was  great  with  child. 

They  were  traversing  a  journey  of  some  eighty  miles 
to  the  tiny  village  that  had  been  the  home 
of  their  great  ancestor,  David. 

The  object  of  their  toilsome  travel 

was  to  enroll  themselves  in  a  Roman  census, 
which  had  been  ordered  by  the  Emperor,  Augustus. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Jews,  this  census  had  been  given 
a  very  preferential  treatment, 
for  Rome  was  well-aware  of  the  violent  temperament 
of  these  single-minded  people, 
who  clung  so  tenaciously  to  their  genealogies 
and  to  the  memory 
of  long-extinct  tribal  relations. 

Jewish  custom  REQUIRED  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
that  they  enroll  themselves. 


"The  Adoration  of  the  Magi,"  a  15th 
Century  engraving  of  German  origin. 


not  at  their  place  of  residence, 

as  you  and  I  might  do  today  -  not  at  Nazareth  - 
but  in  the  town  to  which  their  family 
originally  belonged. 

Travel  in  the  East  is  always  at  best  a  slow 
and  leisurely  affair. 

But  the  heavy  languor  and  the  commencing  pangs 
of  Mary’s  labor 

must  surely  have  slowed  them  even  more. 

Others  would  quite  easily  have  passed  them  on  the  road, 
so  that,  having  toiled  themselves  ■ 
up  the  steep  slope 
which  brought  them  to  the  city, 
they  found  that  every  place  was  occupied. 

And  thus  it  was  that,  finally, 

in  a  rude  limestone  grotto  devoid  of  splendor, 
and  attached  to  an  overflowing  inn 
in  which  there  was  no  room, 
lying  weary  with  the  journey  of  the  day, 
among  the  hay  and  straw  spread  for  the  food 
and  rest  of  cattle, 
far  from  home, 
and  in  the  midst  of  strangers. 

Mary’s  firstborn  son, 

the  Savior  of  the  world, 
was  born. 

Scant  miles  away  the  palace-fortress  of  Herod  towered  high  above 
the  ancient  town  of  Bethlehem, 

wherein  were  those  who  wore  the  crowns  and  robes 
of  royalty. 

But,  in  a  cattle-stall  there  lay  the  Babe 
who  would  one  day  reveal 
to  all  the  world  that  the  soul 

of  the  greatest  monarch  ever  bom 
is  no  dearer  6r  greater  in  the  sight  of  God 
than  is  the  soul  of  his  meanest  slave ! 

II.  The  shepherds  came. 

They  saw  the  Babe  —  a  tiny  newborn  peasant  Galilean, 
wrapped  in  swaddling  cloths, 
and  lying  in  a  manger. 

They  looked  upon  him  with  the  eyes  of  faith, 
with  nothing  of  the  exuberance 
of  mystery  and  miracle 
which  surrounds  the  Messianic  narratives 
that  heralded  his  coming .  .  . 
nothing  here  of  all  the  hush  and  pause 
of  awe-struck  nature 

which  men  have  used  to  speak  of  the  enormity  and  meaning 
of  this  high  moment! 

(For  the  inventions  of  MEN,  you  see  — 

BEFORE  and  AFTER  the  fact  of  the  Messiah’s  birth  — 
differ  wholly  from  the  dealings  of  the  GOD 
who  gave  him  to  us! 

In  HIS  design  there  is  no  haste,  no  rest,  no  weariness  — 
all  things  are  done  by  HIM  in  the  majesty  of  silence, 
in  the  darkness. 

The  foundations  of  the  deep  were  roiling, 

and  the  healing  of  the  nations  was  issuing  forth  — 

but  nothing  was  seen  on  the  surface  of  society, 
save  this  slight  rippling  ... 

the  course  of  HUMAN  events  was  going  on  as  usual, 
while  GOD  was  working  out  man’s  destiny 
in  a  cattle-stall!) 

III.  And  then,  the  wise  men  came. 

The  brief  narrative  of  their  visit 

is  recited  in  Matthew’s  account  of  Jesus’  birth, 
and  is  of  great  interest  to  Christian  tradition. 

Their  coming  is  known  to  us  as  the  Epiphany  — 


the  manifestation  of  Christ  to  the  Gerttiles. 

Tradition  has  it  that  there  were  three  of  them, 
kings  coming  from  afar 
to  do  homage  to  a  monarch  babe 

whose  star  shone  brightly  in  the  heavens. 

An  early  historian,  the  Venerable  Bede, 
gives  them  the  names  we  use: 

Melchoir  —  an  old  man  with  white  hair  and  flowing  beard  - 
an  honored  descendant  of  Shem ; 

Camper  —  a  ruddy  and  beardless  youth 
of  the  family  of  Ham;  and, 

Balthazar  —  swarthy,  and  in  the  prime  of  life, 
a  remote  offspring  of  Japeth. 

Thus,  they  are  made  to  represent  the  three  stages  of  life, 
and  the  three  divisions  of  the  globe, 
and  though  of  little  value  as  true  history, 

these  distinctions  still  have  had  great  influence 
in  the  splendid  meaning 
of  the  Lord’s  coming, 

and  we  have  likewise  been  greatly  influenced 
by  these  men 
in  the  religious  arts. 

Their  arrival  was  not  in  itself  extraordinary, 
for  many  of  their  time  were  steeped 
in  the  science  of  astrology. 

That  the  strange  phenomenon  of  A  star  so  bright 
should  be  interpreted  as  the  signal 
of  a  coming  king 

was  in  strict  accord  with  the  belief 
of  their  age. 

What  IS  significant  for  us  today  is  that  these  men 
were  truly  wise  in  their  discerning 
that  it  was  HERE, 

within  a  rude  and  humble  resting-place, 
and  not  YONDER, 

in  the  glittering  halls  of  Herod’s  palace, 
that  they  should  kneel  in  homage, 
presenting  their  gifts  of  gold, 
and  frankincense, 
and  myrrh! 

And  then,  as  the  gospel  writer  tells  us, 

in  a  most  thought-provoking  manner, 
having  been  warned  of  God  in  a  dream 
that  they  should  not  return  to  Herod; 
they  departed  for  their  own  homes 
BY  ANOTHER  WAY! 

I  conclude  these  thoughts  of  remembrance  and  joy 
which  this  glad  coming  always  brings 

to  bless  and  beautify  my  heart  at  Christmastide 
in  the  awareness  that, 
for  each  of  us  today, 
it  would  be  fitting  and  appropriate 
that  we,  too,  should  return 
to  the  duties  of  the  day 
by  ANOTHER  way .  .  . 
a  way  of  renewal  and  understanding, 
a  way  of  openness  and  anticipation  — 
within  our  marriages, 

our  homes  and  families, 
our  work  and  play .  .  . 

within  the  fellowship  we  share  together  here  — 
aye  —  in  ALL  the  avenues  through  which  God  calls  us 
to  proclaim  HIS  way  within  our  hearts! 

But,  most  of  all  in  this  glad  season, 

as  with  the  shepherds  from  the  hillsides, 
and  the  wise  men  from  afar  .  .  . 
let  US,  the  people  of  the  Lord, 
come  to  the  Savior,  too! 

Tvi  ir* 


' Editorials » 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


HANA  scholarship  funds  should  remain 


Among  the  most  serious  maladies  fac¬ 
ing  United  Methodism’s  ethnic  minority 
congregations  is  inadequate  ‘‘new 
leadership  development." 

While  membership  growth  among 
black,  Hispanic,  Asian  American  and 
Native  American  congregations  has  the 
potential  of  mushrooming  in  the  next  de¬ 
cade,  the  training  of  pastors  and  other 
church  leaders  to  serve  these  local 
churches  and  the  church  as  a  whole  is  not 
keeping  pace  with  present  needs  —  let 
alone  gearing  up  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  future. 

The  U.S.  Bureau  of  Census,  for  in¬ 
stance,  points  out  that  the  Hispanic  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  United  States  has  increased 
by  nearly  a  third  since  1970,  and  it  is 
widely  predicted  that  within  another  de¬ 
cade  Hispanics  will  outnumber  blacks  in 
this  country. 

Asian  Americans,  due  largely  to  im- 
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migration,  have  nearly  doubled  in 
number  since  1970  and  in  the  next  decade 
are  predicted  to  increase  by  as  much  as 
another  85  percent. 

Native  Americans  (American  Indians) 
also  are  growing  in  numbers  faster  than 
the  white  population  and  are  expected  to 
continue  their  growth  for  at  least  another 
ten  years. 

From  the  church’s  standpoint,  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  evangelism  and  church 
growth  among  these  ethnic  groups  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  10  years  are  fantastic.  The 
‘‘bad  news,”  however,  is  that  our  denom¬ 
ination  is  currently  ill-equipped  to  take 
on  that  task  —  to  a  great  degree  because 
of  an  insufficient  number  of  trained  and 
educated  church  leaders  within  these 
ethnic  groups. 

Recognizing  the  seriousness  of  the 
problem,  our  denomination’s  1976 
General  Conference  established  a 
“HANA”  (Hispanic,  Asian  and  Native 
American)  scholarship  fund  with  a 
planned  yearly  allocation  of  $500,000  for 
the  current  quadrennium.  The  fund  has 
been  used  to  help  persons  from  those 
three  minority  groups  pursue  both 
undergraduate  and  graduate  studies  and 
to  do  research  related  to  ethnic  church 
needs.  So  far  about  150  students  have 
been  helped  through  HANA  scholarships 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  $500,000 
annual  goal  has  never  been  matched  by 


contributions. 

We  believe  this  scholarship  is  vitally 
important  not  only  to  our  denomination’s 
ethnic  minority  congregations  but  to  the 
future  health  of  our  entire  church. 

For  this  reason  we  are  dismayed  by  the 
recent  decision  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  to  recom¬ 
mend  a  drastic  reduction  in  the  fund  for 
the  next  quadrennium.  The  funding  level 
would  be  on  a  graduated  scale  from 
$300,000  in  1981  to  $340,270  in  1984. 

The  decision  to  reduce  this  fund  was 
made,  according  to  GCOM  officials,  on 
the  basis  of  economic  pressures  alone 
and  was  not  an  indication  that  the  council 
considers  the  fund  less  important. 

We  believe  this  preliminary  decision 
was  a  wrong  one.  HANA  is  a  fund  that 
will  be  needed  even  more  in  the  next 
quadrennium  than  it  has  been  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  one,  as  the  potential  for  Christian 
outreach  among  these  ethnic  groups  will 
continue  to  increase  along  with  pop¬ 
ulation.  Such  outreach  will  not  occur 
realistically,  however,  unless  the 
number  of  trained  ethnic  church  leaders 
is  increased. 

We  urge  delegates  to  next  year’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  in  Indianapolis  not  to 
accept  the  GCOM  recommendation,  and 
to  approve  the  HANA  fund  at  least  at  its 
current  level  of  funding. 


Worst  disease  being  unwanted 


“I  have  come  more  and  more  to  realize 
that  it  is  being  unwanted  that  is  the  worst 
disease  that  any  human  being  can  exper¬ 
ience.” 

Those  were  the  words  of  Mother 
Teresa  of  Calcutta  as  the  69-year-old 
Roman  Catholic  nun  from  Yugoslavia 
accepted  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  during 
recent  ceremonies  at  Oslo  University  in 
Norway. 

Saying  she  was  “personally  unworthy” 
to  receive  the  $192,000  prize,  Mother 
Teresa  —  who  spent  the  last  33  years  of 
her  life  literally  picking  up  the  dying  and 
the  homeless  from  the  streets  of  Calcutta 
—  accepted  the  award  “in  the  name  of 
the  hungry,  of  the  naked,  of  the  home¬ 
less,  of  the  blind,  of  the  lepers,  and  all 
those  who  feel  unwanted,  unloved,  un¬ 
cared  for  throughout  society.”  She 
vowed  to  use  all  of  the  money  to  help  the 
poor. 

We  rejoice  in  the  selection  of  Mother 
Teresa  for  this  award  and  are  grateful 
not  only  for  her  words,  but  more  impor¬ 
tantly,  for  what  she  has  said  with  her  life. 

Her  comment  on  the  "disease”  of 
“being  unwanted”  is  particularly  worth 
our  reflection  during  this  Advent  season 
as  each  of  us  prepares  to  celebrate  the 
coming  of  One  for  whom  there  was  “no 


room  in  the  inn.” 

"They  (the  poor  and  the  unwanted) 
don’t  need  our  pity  and  sympathy.  They 
need  our  understanding  love  and  they 
need  our  respect,”  Mother  Teresa  said. 
We  can  only  say:  “Amen.” 

When  we  come 
to  the  stable 

By  LOLA  MORGAN 

Through  the  long,  bitter  winter  of  waiting 
Our  hearts  turn  to  Bethlehem, 

We  dream  of  the  Child  and  His  mother 
And  a  Star  which  will  guide  us  to  them. 
But  the  road  to  the  stable  and  Baby 
May  be  close  as  a  dark,  city  street 
Where  the  children  who  listen  for  angels 
Need  shoes  for  their  small,  earth- 
bound  feet. 

When  we  come  to  the  Child  and  His 
mother 

Will  we  kneel  as  we  try  to  explain 
That  we  bring  neither  riches  nor  music 
But  the  tears  of  the  world  and  its 
pain? 

The  Child  has  been  given,  is  waiting. 

His  love  is  both  tender  and  wise. 

We  can  find  Him  only  by  seeing 
The  Christ  in  every  man’s  eyes. 


Not  all  preachers  need  notes 


To  the  Editor: 

In  answer  to  a  letter  appearing  in  the 
November  30th  issue  from  Richard  D. 
Comly  of  Wilmington.  Delaware  on  min¬ 
isters  preaching  without  notes,  may  I  in¬ 
vite  the  gentleman  when  in  New  York 
City  to  visit  Christ  Church  at  Park 
Avenue  and  60th  Street. 

Our  Senior  Minister,  Dr.  David  Ran¬ 
dolph,  preaches  each  Sunday  morning 
without  notes  or  a  lectern  to  aid  him.  His 
preaching  on  Bible  themes  is  focused  on 
today’s  issues,  and  preached  in  simple 
terms  that  all  may  understand. 

In  fact  when  we  have  a  visiting 
preacher  who  needs  to  use  notes  and  the 
lectern,  I  find  it  to  be  quite  distracting  in 
listening  to  the  sermon.  My  thoughts 
seem  to  be  other  places. 

I  might  add  that  the  people  in  our 
church  are  friendly  and  look  for 
strangers,  as  we  are  a  midtown  Man¬ 
hattan  church  and  many  visitors  come  to 
worship  with  us.  People  on  job  changes 
that  wind  up  in  the  city  come  to  us  from 
every  corner  of  the  country. 

Try  us  some  Sunday!  You  might  like 
us!  Grace  Geiger 

Bronx,  New  York 


Fanaticism? 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  is  it  that  some  people  think  God’s 
Spirit  cannot  work  with  a  preacher  who 
uses  notes,  or  a  Church  that  has  a  formal 
order  of  service?  I  am  referring  to  Mr. 
Richard  D.  Comly’s  letter  headlined 
“Open  Pulpit  Needed"  in  the  November 
30th  issue  of  the  Reporter,  and  what  he 
said  concerning  preaching  and  worship. 

If  God  cannot  work  except  through 
particular  preachers,  and  particular 
services  of  worship,  then  God,  as  the 
Holy  Spirit,  must  be  limited!  But  this  is 
not  the  case! 

God  can  use  every  type  of  preacher,  as 
well  as  every  type  of  worship  service,  for 
His  Honor  and  Glory!  Mr.  Comly  seems 
to  me  to  be  close  to  religious  fanaticism ! 

William  Cummings 
Madison,  Tennessee 

Listen  to  Bible 

To  the  Editor: 

We’ve  gone  too  far.  I  finally  had  to 
write. 

Mrs.  Frank  G.  Tiller’s  letter  hit  it  on 
the  head  (TM/UMR,  November  2). 
There  are  several  non-Bible  based  deci¬ 
sions  by  general  church  agencies  that 
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are  driving  people  away  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  are  one  family 
among  many  planning  to  move  our 
membership  to  a  more  Scripturally 
sound  church. 

Several  decisions  I’ll  mention.  Homo¬ 
sexuality  is  not  an  appropriate  alter¬ 
native  lifestyle  for  a  Christian.  Please 
consult  your  Bible.  Abortion  is  not  an 
alternative,  if  you’re  a  Christian  who 
believes  in  the  sovereignty  of  God.  (Can 
one  be  a  Christian  without  believing  in 
the  sovereignty  of  God?)  The  ERA  has 
several  good  statements  for  women,  but 
I’m  not  willing  to  put  away  my  privileges 
as  a  woman  that  Christ  put  forth  when  He 
was  here  on  earth  for  the  responsibilities 
of  "equal  rights."  I’m  equal  in  His  eyes; 
that’s  enough  for  me.  I  want  to  raise  my 
own  children  and  be  able  to  teach  them 
Christian  ideals. 

Maybe  the  church  should  get  back  to 
being  the  outreach  in  all  fields  that  con¬ 
cern  the  family  and  community,  instead 
of  letting  the  secular  world  so  drastically 
influence  our  “Christian  doctrine.”  Per¬ 
haps  even  suggest  that  congregation 
members  read  their  Bibles  other  days 


besides  Sunday  morning  in  church.  That 
would  be  a  start. 

I  love  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  They  are 
not  a  truth:  they  are  the  truth.  Please, 
please  listen  to  the  Bible  and  your  grass¬ 
roots  people,  before  it’s  too  late. 

Ruth  Anne  Akers 

Let’s  abstain  Holb™>k.  A™ona 

To  the  Editor: 

I  definitely  and  wholeheartedly  sup¬ 
port  total  abstinence  from  alcohol  and 
wish  our  United  Methodist  Church  would 
do  the  same!  _  , 

Burch  Mahler 
Waseca,  Minnesota 

Racism  is  in  heart 

To  the  Editor: 

Racism  is  an  affair  of  the  heart  .  .  . 
which  institutions  do  not  have.  It  is  a 
HUMAN  problem.  HUMANS  of  any 
color,  race  or  tribe  can  be  racists  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed.  When  we  all 
stop  looking  at  persons  as  races  or 
colors,  the  other  related  problems  will 
cease  to  exist,  for  we  will  willinelv 
rectify  them. 

Mattie  Tolley 
Maua-meru,  Kenya 


CLASSIFIED 

LAY  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
needed.  New  4  million  dollar  facilities,  rapidly 
growing  2.000  member  church  in  city  of  90,000.  We 
are  looking  for  an  outstanding  leader  with  the 
training,  experience,  and  ability  that  makes  Sunday 
Schools  really  grow.  Starting  salary  $18-22.000  with 
excellent  raises.  Send  resume,  picture  and 
references  to:  Dr  Roger  Rominger,  Sr.  Pastor.  First 
UMC,  501  E.  Capitol,  Springfield,  EL 62701. 

RENT:  New,  luxury  apartment,  beautiful  new 
Smyrna  Beach,  FL.  Balcony  overlooks  beach,  pool 
Sleeps  eight,  $1,000  per  month,  or  weekly  rates 
Whitney  Dough.  741  Boardman  Street,  Orlando.  FL 
32804(305  )  423-8168.  | 

BIBLICAL  PUZZLES  -  great  gifts.  Learn  more 
about  the  Bible!  53  hidden  word  and  crossword 
puzzles,  ages  10-100,  $2.50.  Enrichment  Enterprises, 
1424  Hacienda  Place,  Pomona,  CA 91768. 

RETIREMENT  HOME  with  small  health  care 
center,  considering  expansion,  seeks  a  licensed 
administrator.  Membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  required.  Send  resume  to  Rev  Roger  T 
Becker.  265  N.  Church  St..  Richland  Center,  WI 
53581 

PROGRAM-YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position  available 
Suburban  congregation  with  growing  membership  of 
1300+  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Herbert 
Rohloff,  5830  Bermuda  Dunes,  Houston,  TX 77069 

CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE  -  32  Royal  Blue  Robes 

POSITION  OPEN  for  Director  of  Christian 
Education,  contact  Dr  William  R.  Henry.  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  400  West  Seventh,  Stillwater, 
OK  74074  (  405  )  372-5854 

$18  per  robe.  Shipping  to  be  paid  by  buyer  Contact 
New  McKendree  Church,  209  S.  High.  Jackson,  MO 
63755  (  314  )  243-8487 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY,  Grand 

European  Tour,  July  1-15,  1960,  East  or  West  Coast 
departures.  Belgium,  France,  Switzerland,  Austria, 
Germany,  Italy.  Experienced  world  traveler  and 
tour  director.  Write  or  phone:  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence, 
United  Methodist  Church,  502  North  11th,  Payette,  ID 
83661.  (208  )  642-2475  (church),  642-9612  (home)  j 

BRIEF  FUNERAL  MEDITATIONS  the  last  copies 
available.  Published  by  Abingdon  Press  for  clergy. 
Nineteen  Funeral  Meditations  by  Charles  M. 
Chakour  for  unusual  or  difficult  situations. 
Introduction  to  each  meditation  explains  the  basic 
grief  problem  the  homily  is  intended  to  meet  Hard 
cover  Shipped  postpaid  $4.00.  Send  check  to  •‘The 
Preacher,"  854  Cherry  Blossom  Lane,  Naperville,  IL 
60540 

8-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  -  January  I960. 
Christian  Group  Forming  Now  Hosts  needed. 
WOMITO,  P.O.  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs,  FL  33166. 

HELP  LOCATE  for  humanitarian  reasons:  W/F,  42- 
47  years,  5’3",  115  pounds,  reddish/aubum  hair. 
Lived  many  years  In  mid-west.  Worked  as  secretary 
in  San  Francisco  until  lost  job  4/1/77.  Left  SF  5/15/77 
on  Greyhound  bus  bound  for  St  Louis.  Has  brothers 
in  St.  Louis  and  Ohio  Separated  from  husband  and 
grown  sons  since  1969  Parents  are  deceased  Can 
you  help  us  identify  and  locate  her’’  Contact 
TransCal  Investigations,  405  14th  Street,  a  1611, 
Oakland.  CA  94612  ; 

MIDDLE  EAST  AND  BIBLICAL  PROPHECY 

COME  ALIVE.  A  new  packet  of  materials  offers  a 
Biblical  perspective  on  the  turbulent  Middle  East 
and  what  the  Gospel  means  to  both  Muslim  and  Jew. 
Includes  a  layperson's  "Handbook  of  Biblical 
Prophecy"  with  a  thought-provoking  study  guide, 
plus  articles,  brochures,  and  booklets.  Excellent  for 
local  church  missions/Bible  study  All  for  only  $5.00 
Order  this  "Hinge  of  History"  packet  from  Good 
News,  308  East  Main  Street,  Wilmore,  KY  40390 

SUPPLEMENT  YOUR  INCOME  by  leading  small 
groups  or  work  into  a  substantial  salary  as 
coordinator  of  groups  Write  Southwest  Christian 
Counseling  Center,  2315  50th  Street.  Lubbock,  TX 

CHURCH  PEWS:  pulpits,  altar  tables,  fonts, 

padding,  pew  cushions  Write  free  catalog  Ketron 
Church  Furniture,  3401  Montlake  Dr.,  Knoxville.  TN 
37920  (  615  )  577-8716 

FOR  SALE  Nearly  new  Conn  Organ  Model  643 
(Theater  Type).  Suitable  for  use  in  a  church.  Write: 
P.O.  Box  461,  Chester.  CA  96020. 

A  TOTAL  OF  FORTY  PRAYERS  for  your  comfort 
Send  check  or  money  order  for  $1.50.  "B"  Publishing 
Inc.,  P.O.  Box  224324,  Dallas,  TX  75284 

YOU  CAN  INFLUENCE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE.  For  your  free  packet  Including 
complete  instructions  and  sample  petitions  write 
Good  News,  308  E.  Main  St  .  Wilmore,  KY  40390. 

"170  WAY  FOR  CHURCHES  TO  SAVE  ENERGY." 
$1.50  postpaid,  bulk  rates  available.  "170  Ways"  — 
UMR,  734  Parkview  Ave  ,  Rockford,  IL61107. 
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Christmas  all  year 
works  miracle 

COOKEVILLE,  Tenn.  —  After  several  years  of  giving  the 
annual  Christmas  fruitbaskets  to  the  elderly  and  shut-ins, 
members  of  Adult  Sunday  School  Class  VI  of  the  Paran  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  near  here  were  looking  for  a  deeper, 
more  sacrificial,  year-long  commitment. 

One  class  member,  James  Baggett,  soon  found  such  a  proj¬ 
ect  in  his  neighborhood.  There  was  a  family  that  because  of 
unfortunate  circumstances  needed  a  warm,  dry,  safe  house 
to  shelter  mother  and  father  and  two  young  daughters. 

Mr.  Baggett,  a  former  building  trades  instructor  now  in  his 
own  construction  business,  suggested  the  class  build  the 
Tommy  Carrs  a  small  home.  Some  of  the  men  got  together 
with  Mr.  Baggett,  planned  such  a  house  and  presented  a  cost 
estimate  to  the  18-member  class. 

The  class  decided  that  if  each  person  would  pledge  to  pay 
at  least  a  certain  amount  each  Sunday  for  one  year,  it  could 
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be  done.  Sufficient  pledges  were  received  that  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  to  give  the  go-ahead  if  the  Carrs  approved. 

According  to  a  report  written  by  Janice  Phy,  a  class  mem¬ 
ber,  the  Carr  family  was  "thrilled,  excited  and  full  of 
amazement  and  wonder  that  anyone  cared  enough  to  do  such 
a  thing  for  them.  Not  ‘church-going’  people,  they  neverthe¬ 
less  came  to  believe  in  miracles.” 

And  a  miracle  it  is,  because  this  Christmas  finds  the  Carr 
family  in  a  compact,  neat,  warm,  solid  little  house.  This 
Christmas  they  will  have  an  indoor  bathroom,  running  water, 
a  carpeted,  paneled  and  insulated  home  to  celebrate,  thanks 
to  the  skillful  hands  of  James  Baggett  and  the  steady  flow  of 
money  from  the  class. 

Due  to  the  careful  management  of  Mr.  Baggett,  the  gener¬ 
osity  of  merchants  who  learned  of  the  project,  and  other  class 
members  who  donated  building  materials  and  supplies,  this 
two-bedroom  house  was  built  for  $6,500.  Of  this  amount  about 
$1,000  remains  to  be  paid. 

Fruit  baskets  will  again  he  given  by  the  class  this  Christ¬ 
mas,  but  once  again  they  are  looking  for  a  deeper  way  to 
celebrate  the  birth  of  Jesus  —  not  just  at  Christmas,  but  all 
year  long  —  Mrs.  Phy  said  in  her  story  of  the  project  in  the 
Tennessee  conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 


EUB  study  center  launched 


History  said  source  of  strength 


Baptism  document  signed 

UMs ,  Lutherans  agree  on  meaning ,  implications 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  A  dual  celebration 
occurred  as  the  Center  for  the  Study  of 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  (EUB) 
Church  was  launched  here  at  United 
Methodist-related  United  Theological 
Seminary  Dec.  7.  The  event  also  honored 
the  authors  and  editors  of  the  first  his¬ 
tory  to  be  written  of  the  former  de¬ 
nomination  which  merged  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  1968  to  create  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  history,  which  was  12  years  in 
preparation,  traces  the  development  of 
the  EUB  Church  from  the  18th  cen- 
century  migration  of  Germans  tc 
Pennsylvania  to  the  1968  union  in  Dallas. 
The  book  was  released  in  late  November 
by  Abingdon,  the  book  publishing  arm  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

“History”  and  its  significance  for 
today’s  church  members  was  the  central 
theme  of  several  commentators  address¬ 
ing  some  150  UMs  attending  the  celebra¬ 
tion  here.  - 

Today’s  concerns  faced  before 

Dr.  Arthur  C.  Core  said  that  many  of 
the  denomination’s  top  concerns  today 
have  faced  church  leaders  before,  such 
as,  how  to  make  the  Gospel  a  reality  in 
secular  culture,  the  extent  of  church 
structure  and  stricture,  the  role  of 
women  and  membership  loss.  Dr.  Core  is 
professor  emeritus  of  church  history  at 
United  Theological  Seminary. 

"Our  heritage  can  help  us  in  these  mat¬ 
ters  of  great  urgency,”  he  said,  “by 
looking  for  strength  in  those  who  did  it 
before.” 

On  the  reception  of  the  Gospel  in  sec¬ 
ular  culture,  Dr.  Core  said,  “Those  days 
never  were  when  people  could  easily  be 
swept  into  the  Kingdom.”  Only  eight 
percent  of  the  population  was  churched 
in  the  pioneer  period. 

Dr.  Core  also  pointed  out  that  the 
heritage  of  the  two  strands  that  con¬ 
stituted  the  EUB  Church  contained  “all 
shades  of  reaction”  to  the  acceptance  or 
rejection  of  women  in  the  church’s  min¬ 
istry.  He  noted  that  the  United  Brethren 
Church  moved  over  the  course  of  50 
years  back  and  forth  from  rejection  to 
acceptance.  The  Evangelical  Church, 
meanwhile,  never  dealt  with  the  issue,  he 
said. 

“Only  God  knows  how  much  less  would 
be  done  if  it  were  left  only  to  the  men  of 
the  church,”  he  said  and  urged  that  the 
denomination  today  “take  seriously  the 
cries  of  pain  for  full  and  unqualified 
acceptance  of  women.” 

The  retired  professor  also  urged  re¬ 
examination  of  other  historical  periods  of 
membership  loss.  At  thdbeginning  of  this 
century,  he  noted,  fresh  stimulation  for 
evangelizing  and  mission  was  found  in 
ecumenical  efforts,  downplaying  denom¬ 
inational  competitiveness.  He  noted  that 
the  EUB  church  was  in  the  “forefront  of 
churches  with  strong  ecumenical 
commitments.” 

The  purpose  of  the  new  Center  is  to 
study  the  EUB  heritage  within  the  United 
Methodist  tradition,  according  to  its 
director  Elmer  O’Brien.  Authorized  one 
year  ago  by  the  seminary’s  trustees,  an 
oral  history  project  is  underway.  The 
advisory  board  held  its  first  meeting 
Dec.  7  and  laid  the  groundwork  for 
Center  activities.  Envisioned  are  the 
collection  and  conservation  of  papers 
and  materials  significant  to  the  EUB 
tradition;  the  encouragement  of 
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research  and  study;  and  the  publishing 
of  occasional  papers. 

The  Center  presented  awards  to  the  au¬ 
thors  and  editors  of  the  first  history  of  the 
EUB  Church  at  a  ceremony  here.  Two 
retired  former  EUB  seminary  professors 
wrote  the  volume  which  was  edited  by 
former  EUB  Kenneth  W.  Krueger,  pastor 
of  Fairview  UMC  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

J.  Bruce  Behney  wrote  the  pre-1890 
material  and  Paul  H.  Eller  wrote  the 
material  for  the  1890-1968  section.  The 
two  authors  also  represent  the  two 
denominational  strands  which  joined  in 
1946  to  form  the  EUB  Church.  Dr.  Eller 
was  a  member  of  the  former  Evangelical 
Church  and  Dr.  Behney  was  a  member  of 
the  former  United  Brethren  Church. 

Church  —  warts  and  all 

“We  both  loved  the  church  —  as  it  was 
—  warts  and  all,”  Dr.  Behney  told 
TM/UMR.  “We  didn’t  tone  it  down  to  try 
to  make  the  church  look  good.”  The 
authors  state  in  the  foreword  that  they 
“view  with  disciplined  pride  the  record 
of  Christian  service  rendered  while  not 
unmindful  of  events  (such  as  schisms) 
which  a  later  generation  can  only  de¬ 
plore.” 

The  authors  found  that  no  one  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  former  EUB  Church 
made  it  unique  except  perhaps  the  early 
use  of  the  German  language  which 
marked  the  two  predecessor  bodies  off 
from  the  body  of  American  Methodism. 
However,  German  language  use  started 
to  drop  off  almost  as  soon  as  the  two 
denominations  were  founded  in  1800  and 
1803  and  disappeared  entirely  in  the 
“dynamic  American  patriotism  of  World 
War  I.” 

The  EUB  Church  was  a  lower  middle 

Church  relief 
getting  through 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  “We  can  guarantee  our 
relief  supplies  are  getting  through  to  the 
2.25  million  Cambodians  who  face 
starvation  and  are  not  falling  into  the 
hand  of  ‘enemy  forces,’  ”  the  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  said  in  a  mailgram  to 
the  denomination’s  bishops  last  week. 

The  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines  said  the 
mailgrams  were  sent  to  “dispel  rumors” 
and  “show  evidence”  that  church- 
related  ecumenical  relief  efforts  are 
effective.  A  flurry  of  conflicting  mass 
media  reports  have  raised  questions 
about  the  distribution  and  use  of  relief 
supplies  in  Cambodia,  he  said. 

“We  have  our  own  highly  experienced 
staff  in  Phnom  Penh  receiving  and  distri¬ 
buting  supplies,”  Dr.  Haines  said.  Kirk 
Alliman  of  the  Church  World  Service 
staff  reported  personally  seeing  hun¬ 
dreds  of  oxcarts  picking  up  food  and 
distributing  it  to  the  provincial  capitals. 

‘I’m 

Timothy’ 

LONGVIEW, 

Texas  —  This  wide¬ 
ly  circulated  photo 
of  the  Rev.  Charles 
Holland,  of  the 
First  Baptist 
Church,  here 
holding  an 

abandoned  two- 
day-old  baby  found 
on  church  grounds 
recently  —  has 
captured  the 
world’s  attention. 

The  infant,  nick¬ 
named  Timothy 
Christmas,  was  dis¬ 
covered  by  Mr.  Hol¬ 
land  in  the  Nativity 
scene  outside  the 
church,  with  a  note 
attached  that  read, 

“I’m  Timothy. 

Please  take  care  of 
me.” 
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class,  northern,  white  church  which  had 
the  distinction  of  its  predecessor  bodies 
being  the  first  two  denominations  in 
America  to  be  organized  in  this  country 
and  not  brought  over  to  the  U.S.  Ifrom 
Europe,  according  to  the  authors.  In  the 
1850s  the  two  were  the  fastest  growing  of 
any  denomination. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 
KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  A  statement  by 
a  United  Methodist  mission  official  that 
an  abortion  she  had  was  the  “holiest 
experience”  of  her  life,  except  for  the 
births  of  her  two  children,  has  been 
blasted  by  readers  of  a  national  Roman 
Catholic  newspaper  published  here. 

Readers  writing  in  the  Dec.  7  issue  of 
the  National  Catholic  Reporter,  arr 
independent  weekly  newspaper,  charged 
that  the  comment  by  Sheila  Collins  of  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff 
was  “out  of  place”  and  “numbing.”  The 
reader  reaction  was  in  response  to  a 
story  published  by  the  newspaper  Nov.  2 
in  which  Ms.  Collins  was  quoted  from 
comments  she  made  at  a  “Conference  on 
Women  and  Religion”  in  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

That  story  said  that  Ms.  Collins 
“provided  the  conference’s  most 
dramatic  moment  when  she  described 
publicly  for  the  first  time  the  abortion 
she  herself  had  after  she  conceived  a 
child  by  a  man  who  is  not  her  husband.” 

The  article  went  on  to  quote  Ms.  Col¬ 
lins,  an  executive  in  Voluntary  Services 
for  the  National  Division  of  die  UMC’s 
mission  board  and  a  feminist  writer,  as 
saying:  “For  weeks  before  the  abortion 
I  lay  around  in  a  torture  of  fear,  guilt, 
anger  and  self-doubt.  How  could  I,  a 
woman  in  mid-life,  a  professional  with 
graduate  degrees,  a  woman  who  knows 
all  about  birth  control  and  abortion,  a 
Christian  who  promised  when  she  mar¬ 
ried  to  be  faithful  to  her  husband,  a  fem¬ 
inist  who  should  have  gotten  beyond 
letting  her  emotions  run  away  with  her 
body  —  how  could  I  have  gotten  into  such 
a  mess!” 

Mourned  together 
She  went  on  to  say  that  she  and  the 
man  who  fathered  the  child  —  who  went 
with  her  to  the  hospital  when  she  got  the 
abortion  —  mourned  together  “the 
'  cutting  off  of  possibilities  for  life  which  in 
other  times  and  circumstances  might 
have  been  able  to  be  fulfilled.” 

The  newspaper  went  on  to  quote  her  as 
saying  that  after  the  abortion  she  felt  a 
tremendous  healing  and  that  “Next  to 
my  childbirths  .  .  .  this  I  can  truly  say  is 
the  holiest  experience  of  my  life.” 

One  of  the  six  letters  to  the  editor 


Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— A  joint  docu¬ 
ment  on  the  meaning  and  implications  of 
Christian  Baptism  to  be  used  for  “study 
and  action”  was  completed  by  represen¬ 
tatives  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  three  Lutheran  bodies  here 
Dec.  9-11. 

Defining  Baptism  as  “God’s  gift,  act 
and  promise  of  faithfulness,”  the  final 
document  of  the  three-year  study  con¬ 
tains  11  theological  “affirmations,”  and 
10  “implications  and  recommendations” 
of  what  the  sacrament  means  and  how 
the  document  may  be  utilized. 

Voting  to  sign  the  document  were  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  American  Luth¬ 
eran  Church,  the  Association  of 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches  and  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America.  All  UM 
participants  voted  to  sign.  The  represen¬ 
tatives  from  the  Lutheran  Church— 
Missouri  Synod  did  not  sign  the  docu¬ 
ment  and  one  of  them  issued  a  statement 
of  “disassociation.” 

UM  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Portland 
Area,  co-chairperson  of  the  discussions, 
said  the  document  contributes  to  the 
cause  of  Christian  unity.  “As  significant 
as  anything,”  he  told  TM/UMR,  “are  the 
‘implications’  we  agreed  on,  which  are 
full  of  possibilities  for  further  under¬ 
standing.  I  hope  in  communities  all  over 
the  country,  particularly  where 
Lutheran  and  UM  churches  are  located, 
the  local  people  will  receive  the  docu¬ 
ment  and  use  it  as  the  basis  for  discus¬ 
sion  and  the  suggested  action  together.” 

The  document  is  not  an  official  doc¬ 
trinal  statement  of  the  participating 
denominations  but  a  “consensus”  of  the 
majority  of  the  22-member  dialogue 
team,  16  of  whom  were  present  at  the 
final  session  on  the  UM-related  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  campus  here. 

The  document  accepts  as  “valid  all 
acts  of  Baptism  in  the  Name  of  the 
Trinity  using  water  according  to  Christ’s 
command  and  promise  (Matt.  28:18- 
20).”  It  further  affirms  Baptism  as  the 


published  about  Ms.  Collins’  comments 
also  criticized  what  she  had  to  say  about 
the  abortion  experiences  of  three  other 
women.  The  story  had  quoted  her  as 
saying:  “We  have  deliberately  taken  life. 
Yes,  a  fetus  is  a  form  of  life  as  are 
animals  we  eat  and  plants  that  we  kill  for 
our  food.  And  because  of  this  we  have 
grieved  over  the  loss.  We  have  grieved 
and  found  ourselves  guilty.  Yet  we  know 
ourselves  also  as  healers  and  savers  of 
life  .  .  .  feminist  ethics,  I  think,  must 
begin  with  the  telling  of  our  stories.  When 
the  experiences  of  over  half  the  Earth’s 
population  have  gone  unexpressed, 
unexamined,  how  can  anyone  presume  to 
set  up  an  ethical  system  of  purporting  to 
judge  according  to  some  universal  stan¬ 
dard,  motivation  and  human  behavior?” 

Not  all  of  the  six  letters  were  critical  of 
her  comments,  however.  One  of  the  letters 
contended  that  “the  real  value  of  the 
article  lies  in  its  opening  the  possibility 
for  realistic,  life-centered  dialogue  on  the 
implications  of  an  issue  all  too  narrowly 
defined  by  male  terms  in  the  past.” 
Quotes  accurate 

Contacted  by  TM/UMR  for  comment 
on  the  accuracy  of  the  National  Catholic 
Reporter  story,  Ms.  Collins  confirmed 
that  the  quotes  attributed  to  her  were 
accurate  but  said  they  were  “out  of 
context.”  When  asked  to  place  the  quotes 
in  context  for  TM/UMR,  she  said  she 
does  not  believe  it  is  possible  in  a 
newspaper  story  to  recreate  the  situation 
in  which  she  said  what  she  did. 

Ms.  Collins  said  she  was  not  aware  that 
a  newspaper  reporter  was  present  during 
her  remarks  to  the  350  women  at  the 
conference. 

“My  comments  were  meant  for  a  spe¬ 
cific  audience  of  women  at  the  confer¬ 
ence,  she  said.  “Now  they  have  been 
turned  into  something  more  public  than  I 
intended.  This  distorts  the  meaning  and 
context  of  what  I  was  saying.” 

While  declining  to  elaborate  further  in 
her  quoted  comments,  she  said,  “The 
experiences  I  described  were  those  in 
which  I  understood  God  to  be  present, 
bringing  healing  and  forgiveness  out  of 
suffering  and  brokenness.  And  I 
understand  that  to  be  the  meaning  of  the 
Incarnation.  That  is,  where  there  is 
crucifixion  and  suffering  there  is  also  the 
possibility  of  resurrection.” 

Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  top  executive  of 
the  National  Division  in  which  Ms. 
Collins  works,  when  contacted  by 
TM/UMR,  said  he  had  only  recently 
become  aware  of  the  printed  article  and 
he  said  she  was  not  officially  repre¬ 
senting  the  National  Division  at  the 
conference  where  she  made  the  com¬ 
ments. 

“Her  participation  came  out  of  her  own 
long-time  interest  and  concern  for  the 
whole  of  society  and  the  bearing  of 
abortion  on  women  especially,”  Dr. 
Nugent  said.  “One  does  not  always  agree 
with  positions  or  perspectives  of  one’s 
staff. 

“With  reference  to  the  entire  matter,” 
Dr.  Nugent  said:  “I  think  that  our 
behavior  needs  to  be  governed  by 
Christian  compassion  and  under¬ 
standing.  I  have  had  conversations  with 
both  Sheila  and  her  husband,  and  with 
the  personnel  committee  of  the  National 
Division.  This  incident  occurred  prior  to 
her  joining  our  staff.  It  is  clear  to  us  that 
Sheila  has  confessed  to  sin.  found 
forgiveness  and  grace  in  God  —  and  that 
we  ought  to  accept  that.” 


“sacrament  of  entrance  into  the  holy 
catholic  Church,  not  simply  a  rite  of 
entrance  into  a  particular  denomina¬ 
tion."  And  it  says  that  Baptism  is  in¬ 
tended  for  all  persons,  “including 
infants.” 

Private,  family  baptisms  should  be  re¬ 
sisted,  according  to  the  document,  be¬ 
cause  “Baptism  is  related  to  a  Christian 
community  and,  except  in  unusual 
circumstances,  should  be  administered 
by  an  ordained  member”  in  a  public 
worship  service  of  the  congregation.  The 
document  also  says  that  Baptism  is  not 
properly  repeatable  “on  any  grounds, 
including  new  Christian  experience  or 
change  of  denominational  membership.” 

A  discovery  that  the  two 
denominational  families  have  more  in 
common  than  they  thought  they  had  was 
one  of  the  values  of  the  dialogue, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey 
Powers,  staff  member  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
dialogue  team  member.  “When  the 
participants  were  pushed  back  to  the 
sources  of  our  faith,  we  were  surprised  at 
how  much  we  can  say  together,  not  about 
marginal  things,  but  about  fundamentals 
such  as  Baptism.  We  found  a  unity  of 
Christ  in  Baptism  that  we  often  are 
unaware  of.” 

Unity  marred 

Not  everyone,  however,  joined  in  that 
sense  of  unity. 

Participating  in  the  three-year  dia¬ 
logue  but  not  signing  the  final  document 
were  the  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church— Missouri  Synod.  One  member, 
the  Rev.  Jerrold  Eickmann,  professor  of 
Concordia  Seminary  in  St.  Louis,  “dis¬ 
associated”  himself  from  the  document 
because  he  said  portions  of  it  were 
“unacceptable.” 

Mr.  Eickmann  said  the  majority  of  the 
dialogue  team  "refused  to  refer  to 
Scripture  as  the  only  source  of  doctrine.” 
He  specifically  pointed  to  the  UM 
Doctrinal  Statement  which  lists  four 
sources  of  UM  theology:  Scripture, 
reason,  experience  and  tradition. 

He  also  disagreed  with  the  majority  of 
the  dialogue  team,  both  UMs  and  Luth¬ 
erans,  as  he  insisted  that  the  Matt.  28: 18- 
20  passage  be  understood  as  the  “sole" 
source  for  the  institution  of  Baptism.  The 
majority  had  said  several  other  passages 
of  Scripture  were  as  valid  as  the 
Matthew  passage.  His  statement  of 
“disassociation”  was  received  by  the 
dialogue  team  and  entered  in  the  minutes 

Tribunal  to  air 
Iranian  charges 
urged  by  UMs 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  president 
of  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  has  called  for  “a  hearing 
before  an  international  tribunal  where 
the  Iranian  people  can  air  their  charges 
before  the  world." 

“I  want  an  international  trial  because 
fairness  will  underscore  what  the  stu¬ 
dents  say,”  said  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery, 
pastor  of  Central  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta.  Ga.  He  spoke  at  a 
United  Methodist  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Leadership  Seminar  here  Dec.  7. 

And  in  separate  action,  three  UM 
bishops  have  joined  other  church  leaders 
in  a  call  for  an  international  tribunal  to 
consider  the  charges  against  the  deposed 
Shah  of  Iran.  Bishops  who  signed  the 
statement  prepared  by  Clergy  and  Laity 
Concerned  include  Edsel  A.  Ammons, 
Detroit  Area  ;  W.  Ralph  Ward,  New  York 
Area;  and  Wayne  K.  Clymer,  Minnesota 
Area,  according  to  Newscope,  a  na¬ 
tional  weekly  newsletter. 

Dr.  Lowery’s  call  came  the  day  after 
he  talked  with  Iran’s  ambassador  to  the 
United  States  in  Washington  and  was  told 
that  100,000  Iranians  died  and  more  than 
250,000  were  tortured  during  the  regime 
of  Shah  Mohammed  Riza  Pahlevi. 

Noting  that  Ayatollah  Khomeini  re¬ 
leased  black  hostages  “because  he  is 
trying  to  identify  with  the  powerless,  and 
blacks  and  women  represent  the  power¬ 
less  in  the  U.S.,”  Dr.  Lowery  continued: 
“He  negates  his  identification  with  the 
oppressed,  however,  by  using  the  tools  of 
the  oppressor.  The  church  must  speak 
out  and  say:  ‘To  achieve  moral  ends  you 
must  use  moral  means.’  ” 


but  with  "a  reservation  that  the  views  of 
other  members  of  the  dialogue  group 
during  the  discussions  are  not  accurately 
represented  in  (Mr.  Eickmann’s) 
statement.” 

Admitting  that  he  was  worried  that  the 
study  document’s  impact  on  the  UMC 
might  be  “sparse”  was  the  Rev.  Arthur 
J.  Landwehr,  senior  minister  of  First 
UMC  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  a  dialogue 
team  member.  “Denominations— ours 
particularly— have  other  priorities.  Min¬ 
isters  and  the  hierarchy  haven’t  made 
ecumenism  a  high  priority  but  the  lay 
people  are  still  interested  in  doing  things 
together.  That’s  not  a  criticism,  just 
reality.  The  UM-Lutheran  relationship 
may  be  of  second  concern.” 

Although  the  document  will  not  be  dis¬ 
tributed  officially  until  the  appropriate 
Lutheran  agencies  approve  it  late  next 
spring,  Ms.  Powers  said  UMs  may  obtain 
a  copy  now  by  writing  her  office.  The 
address  is:  Ecumenical  and  Inter- 
Religious  Concerns  Division,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10027. 

Settlement 
suggested 
by  trustee 

LOS  ANGELES  (UMC)  -  The  court- 
appointed  trustee  of  Pacific  Homes  has 
sent  up  a  “trial  balloon”  of  how  he  would 
like  to  see  the  retirement  home  complex 
formerly  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  reorganized  under  bankruptcy 
laws. 

Richard  E.  Matthews,  appointed  by  a 
bankruptcy  court  to  manage  and  reor 
ganize  the  seven  retirement  homes  and 
seven  convalescent  units,  is  calling  for 
United  Methodist  payments  totaling  $47 
million  over  11  years  and  envisioning  the 
possibility  of  re-establishing  ties  with 
church  units.  He  is  telling  residents  he 
wants  their  original  contracts  with  the 
homes  honored  and  his  tentative  ideas 
for  reorganization  would  make  that  pos¬ 
sible. 

Mr.  Matthews  is  pushing  for  an  out-of- 
court  settlement  of  several  major  suits 
filed  since  the  homes  went  bankrupt 
nearly  three  years  ago. 

If  “the  leadership  of  the  church”  ac¬ 
cepted  his  proposals,  he  said,  a  reorgani¬ 
zation  plan  could  be  in  effect  by  the  end 
of  1980.  But  if  his  ideas  are  not  acceptable 
to  the  church  and  other  parties  involved 
in  litigation,  he  foresees  court  battles 
that  could  cost  the  church  “enormous 
judgments"  far  greater  than  his  $47  mil¬ 
lion  figure. 

Church  officials  at  both  the  annual 
conference  and  national  levels  say  they 
have  had  no  direct  contact  from  the 
court-appointed  trustee  as  to  any  formal 
plan. 

Meanwhile  in  $an  Diego,  a  federal  dis¬ 
trict  judge  lifted  a  14-month-old  order 
which  had  the  UMC  as  a  denomination 
standing  in  default  in  one  of  the  lawsuits 
arising  from  the  bankruptcy  of  Pacific 
Homes. 

Judge  Edward  J.  Schwartz  accepted 
on  Dec.  10  an  answer  filed  by  two  individ¬ 
uals  named  by  plaintiffs  as  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  church  in  the  so-called  “Trigg 
case”  involving  the  sale  of  bonds  by  Pa¬ 
cific  Methodist  Investment  Trust. 

The  individuals  served  by  process  in 
the  $5  million  class  action  lawsuits  as 
agents  of  die  church  were  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Milhouse,  Oklahoma  City,  a  former  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  and  the 
Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  Evanston,  Ill., 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 

Samuel  W.  Witwer  Sr.,  chief  counsel 
for  some  individuals  and  church  units 
named  in  the  half-dozen  lawsuits,  termed 
the  Dec.  10  order  a  “fortuitous  develop¬ 
ment”  in  that  it  allows  the  basic  issues  in 
the  case  to  be  preserved  and  permits  a 
defense  on  the  merits  of  the  charges. 

Mr.  Witwer  said  the  answer  filed  by  the 
two  individuals  preserves  contentions 
made  in  litigation  that  the  UMC  is  not  a 
suable  entity,  and  that  no  one  has  author¬ 
ity  to  speak  for  the  denomination. 


Management  Opportunity 

We  are  a  nationwide  service  company  serving  healthcare 
institutions.  We  seek  individuals  qualified  to  manage  our  Plant 
Operations  and  Maintenance  program.  Hands-on  experience, 
required  in  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  heating, 
ventilation,  air  conditioning,  electrical  power  and  distribution. 
Human  and  business  skills  required. 

Nationwide  relocation  (Company  paid).  Unlimited  growth 
potential.  Outstanding  benefit  program.  Competitive  starting 
salary.  A  strong,  growing  Company. 

Our  Company  is  built  on  four  Objectives: 

•To  Honor  God  In  All  We  Do 
•To  Help  People  Develop 
•To  Pursue  Excellence 
•To  Grow  Profitably 

Send  resume  immediately. 
SERVICEMASTER  INDUSTRIES  INC. 

2300  Warrenville  Road 
Downers  Grove,  IL  60515 
Mr.  E.  Mervyn  Altman 
Assistant  Vice  President,  Personnel 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer  M/F/H 
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Haitian  aid  hits  snags 

Relief  proposal  called  ‘extreme’;  pastor  frustrated 
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"Holy  Smoke"  is  on$  of  three  limited  edition,  signed  prints 
by  western  artist  Kenneth  Wyatt  in  a  unique  effort  to  help  raise 
scholarship  monies  for  his  alma  mater.  UM-related  McMurry 

Just  in  time  for  Christmas 


College  in  Abilene,  Tex.  "That’s  just  a  church  I  saw  as  I  was 
going  down  the  road.  I  said.  ‘Someone  ought  to  put  that  down 
on  canvas  —  churches  like  that  are  fast  disappearing.’  " 
explained  the  artist  who  is  also  a  retired  UM  minister. 


Artist’s  work  aids  alma  mater 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

TULIA,  Texas  —  A  broad  range  of  in¬ 
terests  has  led  Kenneth  Wyatt.  49,  first 
into  the  United  Methodist  ministry,  then 
professional  speaking,  and  in  recent 
years  to  prominence  as  a  western  artist. 

The  artist  has 
now  turned  his 
talents  to  a  unique 
effort  to  help  his 
alma  mater  —  UM- 
related  McMurry 
College  in  Abilene, 

Texas  —  raise 
money  for  its 
scholarship  fund 
and  add  to  its 
alums’  Christmas 
celebrations.  Kenneth  Wyatt 

A  portfolio  of  three  limited  edition, 
signed  prints  was  offered  to  alumni  “in 
time  for  Christmas”  in  return  for  their 
contributions  of  $50  or  more  to  the 
scholarship  fund.  The  offer  will  later  be 
expanded  to  friends  of  the  school.  Mr. 
Wyatt  explained  this  was  an  effort  he 
was  happy  to  make  for  the  school,  since 
officials  there  had  made  it  possible  for 
him  to  go  to  school  when  he  did  not  have 
the  money  to  attend. 

It  was  not  the  first  time  Mr.  Wyatt  had 
struck  out  to  achieve  a  difficult  goal.  At 
age  14,  with  an  interest  in  the  ministry, 
he  approached  a  district  superintendent 
who  suggested  he  obtain  a  local  pastor’s 


“Sharing  Our  Love’ 
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SUDERSHANAM  is  quite  a 
fortunate  lad  as  he  has  Christian 
parents  in  a  land  where  only  2.8%  of 
the  entire  population  is  Christian, 
India.  The  parents  are  illiterate  and 
poverty-stricken.  So  they  have  taken 
their  son  to  a  Methodist  orphanage 
for  care  and  the  superintendent  has 
prayerfully  requested  that 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  find  a 
sponsor  for  Sudershanam. 

WCI  is  a  Christian  non-profit 
organization  which  has  been  proving 
that  people  care  about  the  needs  of 
children  like  Sudershanam.  These 
people  become  sponsors  by 
providing  one  particular  child’s 
needs  through  the  WCI  sponsorship 
program.  The  fee?  Only  $10  a  month 
which  is  tax-deductible.  And  more 
good  news  in  these  inflationary 
times  —  88%  of  all  funds  received  in 
1978  were  sent  on  for  the  children’s 
benefit.  An  audit  is  available  upon 
request 

Church  and  civic  groups  plus 
individuals  and  families  sponsor 
children.  Full  biographical 
information  on  the  child  plus  news  of 
the  Christian  orphanage  where  the 
child  receives  care  is  sent  to  the 
sponsor.  “Your”  child's  name, 
address,  and  picture  will  be  sent 
you.  You  can  correspond  with  the 
child  if  you  wish.  No  contracts  are 
signed  with  WCI. 

Wouldn’t  you  like  to  share  your 
love  with  one  of  these  deserving 
young  people?  It  would  be  our 
privilege  to  work  with  you  while 
helping  a  child  off  to  a  good  start  in 
life,  feeding  the  child  spiritually  as 
well  as  physically. 

Please  write: 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 

the  need  is  greatest  _ 

I  prefer  a  child  in  _ 

Enclosed  is  payment  for  first 
month 

For  full  year 


State  and  Zip _ _ _ 

Write  to:  Mrs  Carol  A  Ivey,  Director.  P.O. 
Box  2979,  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  33880 


license.  Shortly  afterward,  he  not  only 
had  the  license,  but  a  five-church  circuit. 

“It’s  like  anything  else  —  if  you  want  to 
try  it.  you  ought  to  go  ahead."  Mr.  Wyatt 
said.  "God  in  His  wisdom  leads  you  from 
one  thing  to  another."  he  added, 
reflecting  on  the  turns  his  career  has 
since  taken.  After  serving  pastorates  in 
the  Central  and  Northwest  Texas  con¬ 
ferences,  he  took  sabbatical  leave  in 
1967  to  become  a  dinner  speaker  for  the 
Knife  and  Fork  Club.  He  later  retired 
from  the  ministry  but  still  preaches  on 
occasion. 

As  a  speaker,  he  found  he  often  had 
free  time  during  the  day.  “I  started 
painting  and  began  selling  —  it  kind  of 
permeated  my  life,”  he  said.  After  three 
years  on  the  speaking  circuit,  he  gave  it 
up  —  now  speaking  only  30-34  times  a 
year  —  to  devote  his  time  to  his  art. 

“Like  I  told  my  Methodist  brethren,  ‘I 
guess  the  Lord  just  laid  it  on  me,’  "  Mr. 
Wyatt  said,  explaining  he  feels 
extremely  fortunate  and  blessed  to  have 
the  abililities  and  success  as  an  artist 
that  he  has  experienced. 

Approximately  2,000  people  — 
including  such  well-known  names  as 
Ronald  Reagan  and  Carol  Burnett  —  own 
one  or  more  of  Mr.  Wyatt’s  works.  The 
pieces,  most  with  a  western  theme, 
include  paintings,  sketches  and  bronze 


sculpture.  The  artist  has  served  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Texas  Cowboy  Artist  As¬ 
sociation,  and  his  work  is  represented  in 
collections  which  include  the  U.S.  Steel 
Collection  in  Pittsburgh  and  the 
Diamond  M.  Foundation  in  Snyder. 
Texas.  His  work  was  also  chosen  as  part 
of  Texas’  cultural  display  in  the  U.S.  Bi¬ 
centennial  celebration  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Wyatt  explained  he  thinks  every 
artist  tries  to  find  an  individual  style  that 
is  immediately  recognizable  to  people 
viewing  the  works.  "I  like  realism,  so  I 
suppose  I  am  of  the  realism  school  ...  a 
western  realist.”  he  said.  The  artist 
added  he  tries  to  bring  the  figures  in  his 
paintings  “up  close  —  I  feel  man  is  fairly 
central  to  most  of  my  paintings." 

Each  year,  Mr.  Wyatt  produces  Christ¬ 
mas  cards  for  the  owners  of  his  art 
works.  The  cards  range  in  subject  matter 
from  an  attempt  to  put  a  ribbon  on  a 
bronc  —  noting  “Gift  wrapping  ain’t 
always  easy”  —  to  this  year’s  card,  a 
family  at  home  “Just  Afore  the  Lamp 
was  Blowed  Out."  The  accompanying 
poem  by  the  artist  notes  there  are  many 
things  everyone  needs  to  do  before  their 
light  is  blown  out. 

And,  notes  Mr.  Wyatt  —  who  has  just 
produced  a  book  of  art  and  poetry,  and  is 
working  on  another  —  he  is  no  exception. 
“I’ve  got  a  lot  I  want  to  do  —  and  I’m  still 
interested  in  writing,”  he  said. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

FORT  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.  -  Getting 
the  church’s  ear  on  behalf  of  South 
Florida’s  Haitian  “boat  people”  is 
proving  to  be  a  frustrating  task,  a  United 
Methodist  urban  minister  here  reports. 

To  raise  attention  among  UMs  that 
“we  have  a  real  need  right  here"  for  the 
13,000  Haitian  refugees  in  Broward  and 
Palm  Beach  counties,  the  Rev.  Andrew 
T.  Parker  fired  off  letters  to  a  dozen  of¬ 
ficials  recently  asking  not  only  for  funds 
but  for  the  problem  to  be  viewed  with  the 
same  degree  of  seriousness  accorded  a 
disaster. 

Several  recipients  of  the  letters,  while 
generally  sympathetic,  have  called  his 
proposals  “extreme." 

Mr.  Parker,  executive  director  of 
Specialized  Urban  Ministries  here,  re¬ 
quested  “immediate  resources”  to  help 
meet  the  human  and  spiritual  needs  of 
Haitians  who  are  washing  up  on  local 
shores  every  day  at  the  rate  of  1.000  per 
month.  (The  Haitian  Refugee  Center  50 
miles  away  in  Miami  is  serving  only  the 
refugees  in  Dade  County. ) 

The  “immediate  need"  is  not  only  for 
resources  to  provide  food,  shelter, 
clothing  and  medical  care  for  those  who 
arrive  with  nothing  but  the  clothes  on 
their  backs,  but  also  to  pay  for  a  Creole¬ 
speaking  social  worker  to  staff  the 
Broward  and  Palm  Beach  effort. 

Formal  requests  for  the  funds  are 
before  several  religious  bodies  including 
the  National  Division  of  UMC's  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  As  yet.  Mr.  Parker 
said,  he  has  not  been  promised  any 
money  except  by  two  local  churches.  He 
has  been  told  by  several  agencies  and  his 
bishop  that  church  funds  are  going  to  the 
Miami  Center  already  and  with  budgets 
for  1980  already  set,  no  extra  funds  are 
available. 

“Apparently  we’ve  got  no  way  as  a 
church  of  dealing  with  things  that  catch 
us  with  our  pants  down,"  Mr.  Parker  told 
TM/UMR.  “Yet,  when  church  leaders 
decide,  we  can  get  $2  million  for  disaster 
relief  almost  overnight." 

He  acknowledges  “the  need  here  to  aid 


Haitian  refugees  kind  of  crept  up  on  the 
church.  Now,  since  we  didn’t  plan  on  it. 
the  flexibility  to  create  a  new  ministry 
seems  to  be  lacking." 

He  noted  that  the  immigration  pattern 
has  gradually  shifted  from  Miami 
toward  the  Ft.  Lauderdale  area,  intensi¬ 
fying  the  plight  of  the  refugees  who  are 
fleeing  some  800  miles  to  Florida  in 
whatever  kind  of  boats  they  can  find  to 
escape  the  Duvalier  regime. 

Economic  or  political? 

However,  U.S.  immigration  authorities 
maintain  that  they  are  “economic 
refugees"  seeking  better  jobs  and  as 
such  are  not  eligible  for  “political  refu¬ 
gee”  status. 

Church  World  Service,  the  relief  arm 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  have  been  striving  since  1972 
to  prove  that  the  Haitians  should  be 
granted  asylum  as  political  refugees. 
Meanwhile,  the  church  has  been  the  life¬ 
line  in  the  Miami  area  to  the  refugees, 
since  they  cannot  get  work  permits  and 
are  not  eligible  for  any  public  welfare 
services. 

Recent  testimony  in  the  federal  court 
in  Miami  by  a  Haitian  policeman  has 
verified  what  many  refugees  have  been 
saying  for  years  —’that  they  are  impris¬ 
oned,  tortured  and  sometimes  executed 
when  they  are  deported  from  the  U.S. 
back  to  HaitL 

Bishop  Joel  McDavid  said  the  Florida 
conference  is  already  working  with 
UMCOR  and  is  supporting  Haitian  relief 
in  Miami.  “But  Mr.  Parker  is  in  Ft. 
Lauderdale  and  isn’t  getting  any  of  that 
help.  Our  conference  budget  is  set,  and  1 
don’t  have  extra  funds  to  send  him.” 

The  bishop  told  TM/UMR  that  the  con¬ 
ference  is  trying  to  get  some  more  money 
but  that  an  allocation  hasn’t  been  made 
yet.  “We  are  concerned,  but  I  think  Andy 
over-reacted." 

Bishop  McDavid  and  other  officials 
were  especially  distressed  by  Mr. 
Parker’s  request  for  UMCOR  and  annual 
conferences  or  agencies  to  “cease  and 
desist”  from  all  “mission  trips”  to  Haiti. 


the  churchtoday  i 


‘Call  to  prayer’  issued  for 
Ayatollah  Khomeini  of  Iran 

NAShvILLE  (UMC)  —  More  than  150 
persons  attending  special  meetings  on 
prayer  here  during  the  first  weekend  of 
December  issued  a  call  to  prayer  for  the 
Ayatollah  Khomeini  of  Iran. 

United  Methodist  Men  "Prayer  Advo¬ 
cates”  from  41  of  the  72  annual 
conferences  in  the  denomination  joined 


Christmas  spirit: 


‘Nothing  like  it’  in  UM 
community  centers 


By  JUDY  ELSWICK 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  “There’s  nothing  like 
Christmas  at  a  community  center,” 
observed  Ms.  Lucy  Gist,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  office  of  com¬ 
munity  centers. 

Ms.  Gist,  long  active  in  community 
center  work  even  before  taking  her 
present  post,  said  that  people  in 
communities  served  by  the  centers  “look 
toward  the  centers  —  not  only  for  help, 
but  for  the  spirit  of  Christmas.  You’re 
caught  up  in  the  excitement  of  it;  it’s  a 
caring  time.” 

A  sampling  of  a  few  UM  centers  by 
TM/UMR  last  week  —  part  of  70  such 
facilities  across  the  country  —  turned  up 
some  interesting  Christmas  activities: 

"Las  Posadas”  (The  Inn)  is  a  song- 
filled  procession  in  the  streets  of  Phoe¬ 
nix,  Ariz.  Two  teenagers  in  the  Mexican- 
American  community  surrounding  the 
Wesley  Community  Center  go  into  the 
streets  as  Mary  and  Joseph  seeking 


Retreat  to 

Hodges 

Gardens 


Our  lakeside  lodge 
has  meeting  room 
with  piano,  kitchen, 
chaperone  rooms 
,  -■*.  and  two  dormitories 
*  tf-*  for  up  to  50  people 
'  *  in  the  midst  of 
-  ■’  beautiful  scenic 
i.  gardens.  Write  Box 
”£^921.  Many,  LA 
%  71449  318/586-3523 


- Famous  “Garden  in  the  Forest" 

*~Hwy.  171  S.  Many,  Louisiana 


“room  in  the  inn."  As  Joseph  leads  the 
pony  on  which  Mary  rides,  two 
youngsters  dressed  as  angels  knock  on 
doors,  where  they  are  expected,  and  ask 
for  a  room  for  the  couple.  They  are 
repeatedly  turned  away.  Finally,  at  the 
Wesley  Center,  there  is  room,  and  the 
Christ  child’s  birth  is  celebrated.  A 
potluck  supper  follows,  with 
entertainment  by  the  center’s  “Coro 
Arco  Iris”  (The  Rainbow  Choir)  and 
“Ballet  Folklorico  Azteca,”  the  center’s 
folk  dance  group. 

An  emphasis  on  the  family  is- 
encouraged,  according  to  Catherine- 
Brown,  the  center’s  executive  director. 
“There  is  such  a  deterioration  of  family, 
even  in  this  neighborhood,"  she  said. 
“This  is  really  a  family  time.  We 
encourage  family  participation  in  this 
event." 

"Christmas  in  July"  gets  the  holiday 
off  to  a  head  start  with  a  summer  cele¬ 
bration  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas.  The  effort 
helps  supply  pantries  in  the  five  United 
Community  Centers  to  meet 
emergencies  not  only  at  holidays,  but 
year-round.  Sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  West  Ft.  Worth 
District,  the  summer  celebration  comes 
complete  with  caroling  and  a  Christmas 
tree.  Those  attending  are  asked  to 
provide  foodstuffs  and  pay  a  small 
admission  fee.  used  to  stock  the  food 
pantries,  explained  J.  Douglas  O’Brien, 
executive  director  of  the  centers. 

Each  of  the  facilities  also  offers 
Christmas  parties  and  participates  in  the 
“Toys  for  Tots”  campaign,  as  well  as 
providing  food  baskets  and  clothes  for 
needy  families  during  the  holiday.  In 
addition,  425  shut-ins  will  receive  sacks 
of  fruit  and  candy,  with  notes  from 
workers  at  the  centers. 

“Toy  Store"  is  a  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Neighborhood  Centers  in 
Nashville,  Term.,  which  provided  gifts 
last  year  for  1,635  children.  The  program 
has  evolved,  from  setting  up  a  "store” 
where  families  might  select  gifts  without 
charge,  to  providing  gift  certificates  to 
families  in  need  of  assistance.  The 
certificates,  worth  $6  per  child,  may  be 
redeemed  at  a  local  discount  store. 

Parents  of  children  in  the  facility’s 
day  care  center  are  invited  to  come  for  a 
“tour  day”  during  the  holiday  season, 
spending  time  with  their  children  in  the 
center  sharing  games,  singing  and  other 
activities.  A  part-time  staff  member  at 
the  center,  who  is  a  senior  citizen,  will 
greet  children  as  Santa  Claus  this  year. 
“We  have  several  senior  citizens  work¬ 
ing  part-time  on  our  staff.  They’re  some 
of  the  most  valuable  people  we  have," 
noted  Dawn  Campbell,  executive 
director. 

"Shopping  Spree”  serves  blind  and 
elderly  residents  of  the  community  sur¬ 
rounding  Bethlehem  Center  in  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  where  Ms.  Gist  served  for  16  years 


The  spree,  a  tradition  of  approximately 
20  years,  involves  volunteers  from  UM 
churches  in  the  area  who  provide  their 
services  as  well  as  buses,  vans  and  cars 
to  take  blind  persons  one  day,  and  elderly 
the  next  day,  to  a  shopping  center. 
Participants  are  given  $10  apiece  from 
the  “Empty  Stocking  Fund"  provided  by 
contributors  in  the  city  and  county.  The 
“spree"  is  followed  by  a  turkey  dinner  at 
the  center. 

“They’re  enthused  that  people  would 
care  that  much  about  them,”  observed 
the  center’s  executive  director,  H.  Doug¬ 
las  Boyd.  The  project,  which  served 
approximately  240  people  this  year,  was 
organized  by  Gwen  Rogers,  a  volunteer 
at  the  center. 

Mrs.  Rogers  recalled  the  prayer,  given 
by  an  elderly  blind  woman,  which 
thanked  God  “for  this  beautiful  day.  I 
know  we  can’t  see  it,  but  we  can  see  love 
in  the  hearts  of  all  the  people  who  are 
here  .  .  .  thank  you  for  baby  Jesus;  as 
long  as  we’ve  got  him,  we  don’t  need 
nothin’  else.” 

Children ’s  unit 
on  sexuality 
to  be  released 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  With  the  re¬ 
lease  of  a  new  elective  study  unit  for 
older  elementary  children  in  January, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  can  offer 
for  the  first  time  “well-planned, 
biblically  based  resources  for  the  study 
of  human  sexuality  for  every  age  level,” 
according  to  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of 
church  school  publications. 

The  new  resource,  “God  Made  Us: 
About  Sex  and  Growing  Up,"  was  edited 
by  Board  of  Discipleship  curriculum 
editor  Pat  Floyd. 

Mr.  Watts  said  the  new  unit  for  older 
elementary  children  deals  with  sexuality 
as  a  “gift  of  God  which  is  to  be  under¬ 
stood  and  treated  as  a  sacred  trust. 

“This  full  approach  has  been  de¬ 
liberate  in  order  to  support  those  who 
want  their  children  to  learn  the  facts 
about  sex  and  to  form  their  values  about 
human  relationships  in  the  context  of  a 
Christian  class  or  a  Christian  home." 

Churches  planning  to  use  the  resource 
in  a  class  for  children  are  being  asked  to 
use  care  in  the  selection  and  training  of 
teachers  and  to  include  parents  in  the 
planning,  according  to  Dr.  Watts. 

Speaking  to  members  of  the  Cur¬ 
riculum  Resources  Committee  here  Dec. 
4-5,  Dr.  Watts  said  the  set  of  new 
resources  represents  a  responsible 
follow-up  to  a  1976  General  Conference 
resolution  asking  local  churches  to  study 
human  sexuality  and  calling  on  agencies 
of  the  church  to  provide  resources  for  the 
study. 


in  the  call  with  more  than  100  other  per¬ 
sons  attending  the  monthly  “First 
Friday  Prayer  Meeting"  sponsored  by 
The  Upper  Room,  the  internationally 
published  daily  devotional  guide. 

Asking  for  prayers  between  Dec.  30 
and  Jan.  6,  the  group  acknowledged  that 
“millions  of  people  are  now  praying  for 
the  hostages  and  for  the  problems  of  this 
crisis.”  But  they  called  on  the  constitu¬ 
ency  of  The  Upper  Room  and  the  United 
Methodist  Men  organization  to  pray 
specifically  for  the  ayatollah,  “the  center 
of  power  and  influence  around  whom  this 
crisis  is  swelling.” 

Pollution  called  new  threat 
to  Native  American  survival 
TEMPE,  Ariz.  (UMC)  -  While  Pil¬ 
grims  presented  the  first  problems, 
pollution  represents  one  of  the  newer 
threats  to  the  survival  of  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans. 

Traditional  and  Christian  Native 
American  religious  leaders  attended  a 
conference  here  last  month  on  "A  Theo¬ 
logy  of  Survival  for  Native  People,"  to 
share  their  thoughts  on  modern  day 
threats  such  as  strip  mining,  gasification 
plants,  the  destruction  of  sacred  sites, 
and  the  removal  of  Native  people  from 
their  ancient  territories. 

“We  spent  a  week  in  many  religious 
ceremonies,  from  early  in  the  morning  to 
late  at  night,  theologizing  from  different 
perspectives,"  said  the  Rev.  Thom  Fas- 
sett,  associate  general  secretary  for  the 
Division  of  Human  Relations,  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  was  to 
begin  to  construct  a  statement  that  would 
be  representative  of  these  concerns  for 
participation  in  a  “Theology  in  the 
Americas”  Conference  next  year. 

’80s  to  be  greeted 
in  prayer  service 
TULSA,  Okla.  (UMC)  -  Methodists 
from  across  the  nation,  representing  at 
least  five  Wesleyan  groups,  will  greet  the 
new  decade  in  prayer  as  they  gather  here 
Dec.  31  for  a  New  Year’s  Eve  prayer 
service  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  “Round  the  World  Prayer  Meet¬ 
ing,”  under  the  direction  of  Upper  Room 
staff  member  Danny  E.  Morris  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  is  being  sponsored  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council  (WMC)  in  conjunction 
with  a  large  United  Methodist  Congress 
on  Evangelism  scheduled  at  Oral 
Roberts  University  Jan.  1-4.  The  service 
is  to  begin  at  10  p.m.  and  close  at  12:30. 

“We  will  greet  the  new  decade  in 
prayer  to  the  end  that  the  thrust  of  the 
’80s  in  Methodism  around  the  world  will 
be  evangelism,”  Mr.  Morris  said. 

OVER  62? 

LIVE  WORRY  FREE 
THE  REST  OF 
YOUR  LIFE  at 
EAST  RIDGE  VILLAGE 


Mr.  Parker  said  what  he  means  by 
“mission  trips”  are  the  sightseeing  tours 
of  Haiti  —  not  mission  projects  or  work 
camps.  He  feels  such  stoppage  could 
demonstrate  to  the  Haitian  government 
the  church’s  stand  for  human  rights,  and 
insist  that  changes  be  made. 

Harry  Haines,  head  of  UMCOR,  said  he 
understands  Mr.  Parker’s  frustration  but 
assured  him  that  UMCOR  is  not 
“running  tours  in  support  of  the  regime 
or  even  to  see  what  the  church  is  doing. 
What  we  are  doing  is  sending  doctors, 
dentists  and  work  camps.”  Dr.  Haines 
said  “without  question”  Haiti  has  a 
“lousy  government  and  is  an  oppressive 
society,  but  if  we  only  worked  in  nice, 
freedom-loving  countries  church  work  in 
67  countries  would  be  reduced  to  about 
four.  The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
been  in  Haiti  since  1817  and  we’re  not 
going  to  pull  out.” 

Mr.  Parker  agrees.  He  doesn’t  want 
mission  efforts  in  Haiti  stopped.  What  he 
wants,  he  said,  is  the  immediate  backing 
of  the  religious  community  to  aid  the 
South  Florida  Haitian  “boat  people.” 

Musicals 
gain  fans 

By BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Two  musicals  are  gaining 
popularity  among  United  Methodist  aud¬ 
iences  this  year  —  one  based  on  Charles 
Dickens’  classic  “Christmas  Carol”  and 
the  other  based  on  a  true  incident  in  the 
life  of  Methodism’s  founder,  John 
Wesley. 

"Merry  Christmas,  Indeed”  was 
presented  here  this  Christmas  season  at 
First  UMC,  before  its  upcoming  national 
release  in  1980.  Written  in  1975  by  First 
UMC  members  Joanne  Hill,  Elizabeth 
Soderstrom  and  Robert  Wortley,  it  fills  a 
void  they  said  was  present  in  literature 
suitable  for  presentation  in  churches. 

The  musical  “speaks  to  the  presence  of 
God  in  our  lives  and  the  victorious  living 
that  faith  in  God  brings,”  said  First 
UMC’s  senior  minister,  the  Rev.  Ben  Oli- 
phint.  “It  gives  us  a  new  joy  in  the  human 
spirit.” 

The  story  line  in  the  musical  is  the 
same  as  in  the  Dickens  story  —  a  miserly 
old  recluse  whose  selfish  life  is  trans¬ 
formed  in  one  night  (Christmas  Eve)  by 
a  series  of  adventures. 

The  recorded  music  and  script  are 
available  from  First  UMC,  1928  Ross 
Ave.,  Dallas,  Texas  75201. 

Also  available  for  church  and  theater 
groups  is  the  musical  “Ride.  Ride,” 
depicting  the  true  story  of  John  Wesley’s 
rescue  of  a  young  woman  convert  in  Eng¬ 
land  from  imminent  death  in  a  prison  for 
the  insane.  The  young  woman  later  be¬ 
came  a  prominent  Methodist,  and 
founded  a  church  in  Princeton,  England 
which  is  still  in  existence,  according  to 
North  American  representatives  for  the 
play,  Ken  and  Elizabeth  Osbeck  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich. 

Written  by  Allan  Thornhill  and 
Penelope  Thwaites,  “Ride,  Ride"  pre¬ 
miered  with  rave  reviews  at  the  Method¬ 
ist  Conference  in  England  in  1973,  was 
presented  in  Methodist  churches  in  Eng¬ 
land  as  an  evangelistic  outreach  tool,  and 
then  at  the  13th  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Dublin,  Ireland  in  1976.  It  played 
in  numerous  churches  and  colleges  this 
year  and  is  scheduled  in  others  for  1980. 

The  music,  orchestration  and  script 
are  available  through  the  Osbecks,  who 
premiered  the  play  in  the  U.S.  in  1977. 
The  address  is  Ken  Osbeck  Publications, 
107  Ivanhoe  N.E.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


Available 

Teaching  Position 
at 

Southwestern  University 

in 

Christian  Education  — 
Music 

Teach  one  course  per  semester  in 
Christian  Education,  conduct  the  Chapel 
Choir,  teach  private  voice,  and  help  place 
graduates  of  the  program  in  positions  in 
local  churches. 

Candidate  must  have  Master’s  degree  in 
music  and  significant  experience 
teaching  Christian  Education. 

The  rank  will  be  that  of  Assistant  Profes¬ 
sor  The  salary  will  be  commensurate 
with  experience  and  qualifications. 

Send  vita  and  letter  of  application  to: 

Dr.  Theodore  Lucas,  Dean 
School  of  Fine  Arts 
Southwestern  University 
Georgetown,  Texas 
78626 

Affirmative  Action.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


One-story,  one  or  two 
bedroom  garden  apart¬ 
ments  in  a  non-profit 
community  owned  by 
residents.  HEALTH 
CENTER  on-site  -  24 
hour  Nursing  Staff.  Doc¬ 
tors,  Swimming  pool,  arts 
and  hobbies.  All  facili¬ 
ties.  24  hour  security. 
Since  1962. 


•  Write  today  to  Rev.  Newton  C  Wilbur  D  D 

1  East  Ridge  Village  19301  SW  87th  Ave  Miami  FL  33157 
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DECEMBER  28.  1979 


the  Lord  Bless  You  And  Keep  You  In  The  New  Year 


J/m- 

Mrs.  Kathryn  M.  Ledbetter,  wife 
of  Henry  Walter  Ledbetter,  died  in 
Shreveport,  on  November  28,  1979. 
Rev.  Ledbetter,  who  died  14  years 
ago,  served  from  1896  until  1933. 


Shown  above  are  members  of  Conference  Committee  on  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church,  which  met  recently  at  DULAC 
Community  Center.  The  committee  has  been  a  special  Quad¬ 
rennial  Task  Force  to  implement  a  portion  of  the  Missional 
Priority  set  by  the  1976  General  Conference.  Rev.  George  Cal¬ 
vin  is  Chairman. 


l^^^Calendar 

of  Events 

JANUARY 

25  C.F.A.  —  11:00  a.m. 

Call  Prayer  &  Self-Denial 

CCOM  —  2:00  p.m. 

(January-March) 

25-26  Convocation  of  Boards 

1-April  1  Emlc  Local  Church 

—  First  UMC-BR 

Development 

26  Foundation  Trustee 

4-  5  Conference  Youth 

Meeting 

Team 

27  NOH  District 

6  Epiphany  Day  — 

Conference 

Covenant  Sunday 

27-Feb.  3  LUM  Subscription 

7-11  District  meetings  on 

Campaign 

Good  Samaritan  Offering 

28  Shreveport  District 

15-16  Louisiana  Interchurch 

Audit 

Conference 

29  BRH  &  BRL  District 

18-25  Week  of  Prayer  for 

Audit 

Christian  Unity 

30  NOH  &  NOS  District 

24  Cabinet — 10:00  a.m. 

Audit 

Board  of  Ministry  —  2:00 

31  Alexandria  District 

p.m. 

Audit 

Reminder 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Sham- 
blin  has  moved  his  office  to 
Baton  Rouge.  Mail  should  be 
sent  to  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton 
Rouge  70821.  Telephone  calls 
should  now  be  made  to 
504/927-7820.  Henceforth  ALL 
money  should  be  sent  to  the 
Conference  office  in  Baton 
Rouge.  DO  NOT  send 
anything  to  P.O.  Box  4303  in 
Shreveport. 


But  Mystery  Lingers 


Tales  Told  About  Travelers 


* ‘We  three  Kings  of  Orient  are  . 

These  are  the  first  words  of  a  much 
loved  Christmas  carol  that  briefly  tells 
the  story  of  the  visit  to  the  Christ  child  by 
mysterious  persons  from  the  east. 

These  strangers  are  a  part  of  the 
Christmas  tradition  but  little  is  known 
about  them;  not  who  they  were,  where 
they  came  from  or  where  they  went  after 
their  visit  to  Bethlehem. 

The  Bible  refers  to  them  in  the  book  of 
Matthew  as  “wise  men.’’  No  number  of 
wise  men  is  given.  Three  is  often  used 
because  of  the  three  gifts  brought  to 
Jesus;  gold,  frankincense  and  myrrh. 
However  historical  accounts  report  the 
number  could  have  been  anywhere  from 
two  to  twelve. 

It  is  thought  the  visitors  may  have  been 
descendants  of  an  ancient  religious 
group  known  as  the  “Magi.”  This  group 
was  known  for  star-gazing,  being  med¬ 
icine  men.  or  priest-doctors.  They  some¬ 
times  used  magic  for  their  cures  and  pre¬ 
dictions. 

The  actual  basis  of  this  group's  re¬ 
ligious  beliefs  is  mysterious.  It  is  said 
that  they  did  specialize  in  interpreting 
dreams.  Their  knowledge  of  dreams  and 
ability  to  read  the  stars  may  have  led 
them  to  wait  for  the  new  star  that  would 
appear  in  the  East  and  lead  them  to  a 
new  king.  Supposedly,  the  trip  to  greet 
and  offer  homage  to  Christ  was  one  that 
had  been  forecast  by  this  sect  for  genera¬ 
tions. 

Also,  the  ability  to  understand  and  in¬ 
terpret  dreams  could  explain  why  they 
returned  home  after  receiving  a  warning 
in  a  dream  not  to  give  King  Herod  any 
news  of  the  child. 


There  is  much  legend  woven  into  the 
story  of  these  visitors.  It  is  generally 
believed  that  sometime  between  the 
sixth  and  eleventh  centuries  they  were 
each  given  a  name  and  a  place  of  birth. 
One  was  said  to  have  been  Melchior, 
ruler  of  Nubia  and  Arabia;  another, 
Balthazar,  king  of  Ethiopia;  and  the 
third,  Gaspar,  the  ruler  of  the  kingdom  of 
Tarsus. 

Tradition  says  that  they  arrived  at  the 
manger  on  January  6.  This  day  is  cele¬ 
brated  in  many  countries  and  known  by 
many  different  names.  Among  them  are: 
“Epiphany,"  “Twelfth  Night,"  “Day  of 
the  Kings,”  “Little  Christmas,"  and 
“Old  Christmas." 

Unlike  the  other  characters  in  the 
drama  of  Christ’s  birth,  shepherds  and 
villagers,  traditional  tales  exist  about  the 
further  life  of  the  wise  men.  Some  say 
they  gave  their  riches  to  the  poor  and 
were  then  later  baptized  by  St.  Thomas 
in  India  and  went  on  to  serve  the  church 
as  Bishops.  Other  legends  tell  of  a 


martyr’s  end  and  still  others  of  a 
peaceful  deatlv  after  many  years  of 
teaching  the  gospel. 

Fact  or  fiction,  legend  or  truth,  the 
wise  men  have  continued  to  be  a  part  of 
the  celebration  of  Christmas  through  the 
ages. 
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Israel  In  Christ’s  Time  And  Today 
Seem  Much  The  Same 


Israel  of  200  years  ago  must  have  been 
much  like  the  Middle  East  of  today.  In 
Galilee,  terrorists  were  hiding  in  the  hills 
waiting  to  swoop  down  on  a  Roman 
patrol  too  far  from  its  home  garrison.  In 
Judea,  plots  against  the  government 
were  being  hatched  in  every  market¬ 
place. 

In  their  gospel  accounts,  Matthew  and 
Luke  didn’t  go  into  these  details.  They 
assumed  that  everyone  know  and 
understood  the  seething  bitterness  that 
was  then  abroad  in  the  land.  They  seem 
to  have  played  down  the  rawboned 
struggle. 

But  when  you  read  the  Bible  you  can 
get  that  chill  in  your  blood  that  must 
have  been  in  Joseph’s.  Think  of  the  flight 
to  Egypt.  Mary  and  Joseph  were  running 
from  a  brutal  king,  so  cruel  he  could  kill 
all  the  children  in  a  village.  And  Herod 
did  just  that. 

Herod  wasn't  the  only  one  who  could  be 
violent.  Out  of  Galilee  rose  the  Zealots,  a 
religious  and  patriotic  group  which  saw 
the  Romans  as  enemies  of  the  Jews  and 
of  their  religion.  They  protested 
peacefully  and  nonviolently  every  day 
and  at  every  turn  of  the  road.  But  some  of 
the  most  hotheaded  of  the  Zealots  turned 
to  violence,  destroying  property  and 
waiting  in  ambush  to  kill. 

Whenever  the  Roman  soldiers  caught 
these  Zealot  guerrillas,  they  made  an 
example  of  them.  Jesus  heard  reports  of 
“Galileans  whose  blood  Pilate  had 
mingled  with  their  sacrifies"  (Lk.  13:1). 
Some  of  the  Zealot  radicals  fled  to  the 
wilderness  to  build  up  their  strike  force. 
In  Acts  21:38,  we  hear  the  Romans 
talking  about  4,000  terrorists,  a  band  of 
outlaw  Zealots  whom  they  call  assassins 
and  murderers.  Josephus,  the  Jewish 
historian  who  worked  for  the  Romans, 
writes  about  Zealot  guerrillas  called 
Sicarii,  dagger-men,  (after  the  Latin 
word  for  the  short  knife  that  an  assassin 


carried  under  his  robe ) 

Jesus  himself  was  suspected  of  being  a 
Zealot.  At  the  trial  before  his  crucifixion. 
He  was  accused  of  telling  people  not  to 
pay  taxes  to  Caesar,  something  the 
Zealots  always  did  (Lk.  23:2).  Certainly 
several  of  his  disciples  were  former 
Zealots,  including  Simon  who  bore  the 
name,  (Lk.  6:15)  and  Judas  Iscariot  (a 
name  that  suggests  he  might  at  one  time 
have  been  one  of  the  Sicarii ) . 

Few  conquered  nat-ons  live  at  peace 
with  their  conquerors.  The  Jews  in  their 
opposition  to  the  Roman  army  of 
occupat-on  were  in  much  the  same 
situation  as  that  of  the  Palestinian  Arabs 
today  in  west  bank.  The  conquered 
people  taunted  the  soldiers  and  resisted 
every  foreign  law. 

So  when  "a  decree  went  out  from 
Caesar  Augustus  that  all  the  world 
should  be  enrolled”  (Lk.  2:1),  patriotic 
Jews  everywhere  resented  this  law 
which  called  for  a  census  to  enroll  all  the 
people  on  the  Roman  tax  lists.  They 
planned  to  resist.  And  many  did,  some 
with  violence. 

Joseph,  the  carpenter  in  Nazareth  of 
Galilee,  had  a  hard  decision  to  male.  The 
Zealots  couldn’t  confront  the  Romans 
directly  in  their  opposition  to  the  census. 
So,  they  tried  to  raise  every  obstacle 
possible,  beginning  with  non- 
cooperation.  Judas  of  Galilee,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Zealots,  worked  with  the 
people  at  "the  time  of  the  census;  he 
induced  some  people  to  revolt  under  his 
ladership”  (Acts  5:37,  New  English 
Bible). 

The  historian  Joseph  tells  how  the 
extremists  made  life  hard  for  people. 
“For  then  it  wrs  the  Sicarii  got  together 
against  those  that  were  willing  to  submit 
themselves  to  the  Romans,"  he  says, 
“and  treated  them  in  all  respects  as  if 
they  had  been  their  enemies,  both  by 
plundering  them  of  what  they  had,  by¬ 


driving  away  their  cattle,  and  by  setting 
fire  to  their  houses.  ” 

Joseph  had  been  warned.  To  obey  or 
not  obey  the  decree  of  the  Roman 
emperior  was  the  choice.  He  decided  to 
defy  the  terrorists,  though  he  stood  to 
lose  his  home  and  his  life.  He  was  also 
risking  the  life  of  Mary  and  the  unborn 
infant.  Is  that  why  he  chose  to  go  to 
Bethlehem  rather  than  to  Nazareth,  so 
that  the  local  guerillas  wouldn’t  see  his 
name  on  the  books  in  his  hometown?  But 
whether  he  registered  at  home  or  away, 
he  was  taking  a  big  risk. 

For  nothing  that  Joseph  could  do  would 
long  be  hidden  from  those  who  felt  that 
every  Jew  should  resist  the  Romans.  The 
terrorists  protested  “that  such  persons 
differed  not  at  all  from  Gentiles,  by 
betraying  in  so  cowardly  a  manner  the 
hard  won  liberty  of  the  Jews  and 
admitting  their  preference  of  the  Roman 
yoke,”  said  Josephus 

Joseph  risked  his  life  and  that  of  Mary 
and  the  child  to  be  born  to  do  what 
needed  to  be  done,  even  if  it  took  him  a 
long  way  from  home.  His  house  might 
have  been  burned  and  his  cattle  stolen. 
Yet,  he  went. 

The  revolt  led  by  Judas  of  Galilee 
against  the  census  came  to  nothing. 
Judas  was  killed  and  his  followers 
scattered. 

Jesus,  coming  to  a  world  of  strife,  did 
bring  peace.  In  those  days,  peace  wrs  a 
rare  commodity,  as  it  has  always  been. 
Jesus  came  to  a  world  of  unrest  and 
turbulence.  Lack  of  peace  is  in  the  world 
and  inside  our  soul 

°On-  earth  peace  among  men  with 
whom  he  is  pleased."  (Lk.  2:14)  When 
the  angels  proclaimed  the  prophecy  of 
peace,  the  shepherds  rejoiced  and  so  can 
we.  We  needed  that ! 

(Reprinted  from  the  Canadian 
Churchman.) 
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...tn  tlje  IjigljeBt,  anil  on  eartlj 
peace,  gooii  mill  tomarii  men. 
lie  mislj  men  euergiuljere  tljat 
peace  mljtclj  passes  unberstaniiing. 


A  check  for  $1,000  from  the  Four  Square  bible 
class  was  presented  to  Dr.  Don  Webb,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Centenary  College,  recently  when  he 
was  the  guest  teacher.  This  is  an  annual  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers  from  the  Charles  H.  Rollins  Scholar¬ 


ship  Fund  of  the  class.  Pictured  with  Dr.  Webb 
are  the  two  teachers  of  the  class,  Charles  Rol¬ 
lins  and  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane.  William  Newman 
is  the  President  and  Raymond  Markham  made 
the  presentation. 
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Supplemental  agency  not  valid 
way  to  protest  mission  problems 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


The  current  controversy  between  our 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  the  mission  arm  of  the  “Good 
News”  movement  —  a  caucus  of  “evan¬ 
gelical”  United  Methodists  —  over  the 
caucus’  stated  intention  of  becoming  a 
funding  and  sending  channel  for  mis¬ 
sionaries  is  regrettable  (see  article  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue) . 

While  we  understand  the  frustration 
out  of  which  the  caucus  policy  in  question 
has  arisen,  and  we  have  advocated 
editorially  substantial  changes  in  the 
outlook  and  direction  of  the  mission 
board,  we  believe  the  “Good  News” 
policy  is  both  an  over-reaction  to  our 
church’s  mission  problems  and  an  act 
which  will  prove  to  be  counter-pro¬ 
ductive  in  solving  those  problems. 

We  do  believe  that,  as  an  exercise  of 
conscience  and  faithfulness  to  the 
Gospel,  Christians  are  sometimes  called 
upon  to  protest  the  actions  and  policies  of 
institutional  structures  —  both  within  the 
church  and  in  the  larger  society. 

However,  to  say  “evangelical” 
missionaries  and  missionary  candidates 
are  being  generally  discriminated 
against,  thus  creating  a  problem  of 
“conscience”  for  the  leaders  of  “Good 
News,”  does  not  fit  the  facts  as  we 
understand  them. 

“Good  News"  itself  lists  373  United 
Methodist  missionaries  out  of  about  650 
supported  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  as  “evangelical.”  "Good 
News”  helps  raise  salary  support  for  191 


of  these  missionaries.  “Good  News” 
officials  have  publicly  admitted  that  the 
“door  is  open”  to  United  Methodist 
missionaries  from  the  “evangelical" 
community  (seeTM/UMR,  Feb.  14, 1975) 
and  they  have  recently  acknowledged 
that  “evangelicals”  continue  to  be  sent 
out  by  our  board. 

While  there  may  be  some  legitimate 
complaints  that  the  board  has  been  prej¬ 
udiced  against  some  "evangelical”  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  missionary  candidates,  we 
believe  such  instances  are  rare  —  too 
rare  to  justify  a  sweeping  condemna¬ 
tion  of  our  church’s  missionary  person¬ 
nel  policy  and  the  setting  up  of  a  supple¬ 
mental  mission  agency. 

We  hope  “evangelicals”  in  the  “Good 
News”  movement  will  continue  to  press 
the  church  to  demonstrate  greater 
visibility  for  and  commitment  to  world 
mission  outreach.  At  the  same  time,  we 
hope  they  will  reconsider  their  decision 
to  become  an  alternate  funding  and 
sending  channel  for  missionaries. 

We  believe  our  church  needs  to  develop 
a  more  cohesive  strategy  for  expanded 
mission  outreach  which  will  incorporate 
all  the  diverse  concerns  of  the  church’s 
members  in  a  unified  effort.  Unless  the 
1980  General  Conference  sees  fit  to  make 
foundational  changes  in  the  way  our 
church  operates,  the  “Good  News” 
movement  can  only  bring  confusion  and 
further  fragmentation  to  our  church’s 
mission  efforts  by  assuming  for  itself  the 
role  of  a  mini-mission  board. 


Thank  you  for  support  of  TM/UMR 


Thank  you. 

As  TM/UMR  completes  another 
decade  of  producing  this  newspaper,  we 
would  be  remiss  not  to  pause  to  give 
thanks  for  the  opportunity  we  have  had  to 
serve  the  church  in  this  way. 

Ten  years  ago,  522  issues  ago, 
TM/UMR  was  a  regional  publication 
with  a  circulation  of  about  90,000  in  the 
state  of  Texas.  Today,  TM/UMR  serves 
as  the  official  publication  for  more  than 
half  of  United  Methodism’s  annual 
conferences.  In  addition,  we  produce 
more  than  300  special  editions  each  week 
for  local  churches  and  districts  through¬ 
out  the  country.  TM/UMR’s  end-of-the- 
decade  circulation  stands  at  more  than 
475,000. 

Such  phenomenal  growth,  and  the 
resulting  responsibilities  which  come 
with  it,  leave  us  both  challenged  and 
grateful  as  we  enter  the  1980s.  We  give 
thanks  to  all  those  who  have  believed  in 
what  TM/UMR  is:  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  which  have  trusted  us  to  be  a 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


part  of  their  communications  efforts;  the 
local  churches  who  have  invited  us  into 
the  homes  of  their  families  and  allowed 
us  to  be  their  “church  newspaper”; 
persons  from  throughout  the  nation  who 
have  served  as  members  of  our  board  of 
directors  and  guided  our  efforts  through 
good  times  and  bad;  staff  members  past 
and  present  who  have  given  their  talents 
and  have  made  untold  sacrifices  to 
produce  this  communications  instru¬ 
ment;  our  individual  readers  who  have 
praised  and  criticized,  who  have 
corrected  us  when  we  were  wrong  and 
who  have  encouraged  us  when  we  needed 
it. 

And  we  thank  God  for  the  opportunity 
to  be  a  part  of  His  church,  and  to  serve  its 
agencies  and  members. 

We  ask  the  prayers  of  all  as  we  enter 
the  new  decade  that  TM/UMR  might 
move  ever  closer  to  fulfilling  its  purpose 
of  being  a  Christian  newspaper  which 
reflects  “truth,  accuracy,  readability, 
relevance  and  significance.” 


Remembering 
God’s  gif  ts 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following 
is  an  after-Christmas  letter  written 
in  1969  by  Mrs.  Ralph  Cate  of  Mary¬ 
ville,  Tennessee,  to  her  young  daugh¬ 
ter.  It  is  shared  with  TM/UMR 
readers  in  the  hope  of  providing  a 
perspective  on  the  relative  impor¬ 
tance  of  our  gifts  and  God’s  gifts  to 


Today  is  the  first  Christmas  in 
your  life  until  now  that  you  didn’t 
ask  for  or  receive  a  doll.  Somehow  it 
saddens  me.  I  do  want  you  to  grow 
up,  of  course,  but  I  will  miss  my 
“little  girl.” 

As  I  sit  here  alone,  I  am  looking  at 
one  lovely  Christmas  tree,  the  first 
one  that  you  and  your  brother 
decorated  without  my  help.  You  both 
did  such  a  good  job  with  the 
trimmings. 

As  I  look  beneath  the  tree,  the 
presents  are  all  gone.  The  floor  looks 
so  bare,  and  empty.  Such  a  short 
time  ago  it  was  filled  with  bright, 
colorful  gifts  for  everyone. 

I  think  also,  my  daughter,  this 
thought:  Life  is  much  like  a 
Christmas  tree.  It’s  really  very  nice. 
Light  in  some  places,  a  little  dark  in 
spots,  but  all  in  all  —  nice.  But,  my 
darling  daughter,  life  can  be  much 
better  than  “nice.” 

Life  with  Christ  is  like  a  Christmas 
tree  with  all  the  presents  underneath 
it.  Life  with  Christ  is  full  of  good 
gifts  —  love,  joy,  peace,  kindness, 
sharing,  real  freedom,  real 
fulfillment. 

Life  without  Christ  is  like  the 
Christmas  tree  without  the  presents 
—  the  special  gifts  he  gives  —  nice 
maybe,  but  quite  empty  underneath. 

May  your  life  be  always  full  of  the 
gifts  that  Christ  alone  can  give. 

With  much  love, 
Mother 


Here  I  Stand 

A  reflection:  What  if  Jesus 
Christ  never  had  been  born? 


DECEMBER  28, 1978 


By  J  .  LESTER  McGEE 

What  if  Jesus  had  never  been  born? 
What  if  we  never  had  a  New  Testament? 
What  if  all  His  preaching,  teaching  and 
healing  had  been  withheld  from  us? 

We  have  had  His  Gospel  so  long,  and 
He  is  such  a  factor  in  our  lives  and 
culture  that  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  reverse 
the  Christian  consideration  and  imagine 
what  would  have  happened  had  Jesus 
never  been  born. 

The  ancient  world,  into  which  He  was 
born,  was  backward  and  unbelievably 
inhuman.  In  the  Roman  Empire  there 
was  not  a  single  hospital  for  the  sick  and 
infirm.  There  was  not  a  single  place  to 
care  for  unwanted  children,  and  many  of 
them  were  unwanted.  There  was  little 
concern  for  the  old  and  feeble.  Let  them 
die  in  the  streets  and  along  the  roads, 
which  they  did. 

I  shouldn’t  skip  so  much  history  — 
from  then  until  now  —  but  lack  of  space 
compels  me  to  do  so.  Without  question, 
every  hospital,  every  school,  every  home 
for  the  aged  and  infirm,  every 
humanitarian  institution,  agency  and 
organization,  every  high  and  holy 
motivation  and  cause,  and  every 
moment  of  love  and  kindness,  is  a  result 
of  that  birth  nearly  two  thousand  years 
ago. 

If  Jesus  had  never  been  bom,  Hitler 
and  all  his  types  and  tyrannies,  before 
and  after,  might  have  triumphed  in  our 
world.  If  Jesus  had  never  been  born, 
communism  and  its  like  might  by  now 
have  swallowed  up  the  entire  world.  If 
Jesus  had  never  been  bom,  there  might 
not  now  be  an  America.  If  Jesus  had  not 
been  born,  you  and  I,  had  we  been  born  at 
all,  would  have  no  future,  no  hope  of 
eternal  life  —  let  alone  health,  education, 
culture,  rights  and  freedoms. 

I  cannot  believe  it  sacrilegious 


unwholesome  to  allow  our  minds  to 
ponder  at  least  one  of  the  almost 
imponderables  —  that  of  God,  His 
Father,  and  ours,  deciding  to  let  well 
enough  alone  and  staying  off  this  planet 
in  person.  Maybe  He  did  stay  off  all  those 
“dead”  planets  we  keep  discovering  in 
our  universe.  Had  He  made  such  a 
decision  about  planet  Earth,  and  actually 
"kept  His  Son  at  home,”  it  could  have 
proved  what  an  increasing  number  of 
irreligious  people  are  alleging  today: 
THAT  GOD  IS  NOT  INTERESTED  IN 
HUMAN  BEINGS  AND  THEIR  PLIGHT 
IN  OUR  WORLD. 

God  could  have  let  well  enough  alone. 
After  all,  the  Jewish  religion  was  one  of 
the  great  bodies  of  truth  about  the  nature 
of  God  and  human  nature.  The  Jewish 
people  had  their  Patriarchs.  There  was 
the  body  of  law,  the  Ten  Commandments 
and  Pentateuch.  The  Prophets  had 
revealed  great  insight  into  the  nature  of 
God’s  love  and  justice  as  applied  to  the 
social,  economic  and  political  scenes. 
Even  the  New  Testament  reminds  us 
“They  have  Moses  and  the  Prophets.  Let 
them  hear  them.” 

God  might  have  let  well  enough  alone, 
for  there  was  also  the  human  mind  —  His 
creation  —  which  wasn’t  a  bad  substitute 
for  infinite  intelligence.  The  human  mind 
would  eventually  discover  new  truths 
about  itself  and  its  nature,  travel  the 
oceans,  explore,  settle,  become 
scientific,  industrialize  and  computerize. 
Certainly  such  a  prolific  mind  would  be 
able  to  figure  out  the  nature  of  God  and 
the  need  for  man  to  respond  to  God. 
Maybe  Jesus  did  not  need  to  show  up,  for 
later  the  philosophers  and  theologians 
would  say  that  God  was  in  the  process  of 
evolution.  He  was  in  the  part-and-parcel 
of  life  anyway.  He  was  the  “ground  of  our 
being.”  Such  ideas  did  not  need  to  be 
incarnated.  Truth  didn’t  need  “bones  in 
it  and  flesh  on  it.” 

Christ  unknown 

Whether  or  not  you  have  ever  thus 
reasoned,  I  have  always  groped  for  a 
clear  illustration  of  conditions  in  a  world, 
had  Jesus  not  been  born  into  it.  In  world 
travels  in  recent  years,  I  believe  I  have 
found  some  spots  on  this  planet  where  for 
many  reasons  Jesus  has  not  been  bom, 
or  at  best  has  not  been  allowed  to  be 
known. 

One  was  Banaras  on  the  Ganges  River 
—  the  Holy  City  of  Hindus  —  in  India. 
Here  I  actually  found  conditions  and 
the  plight  of  people  as  if  Jesus  had 
not  been  bom  at  all.  I  saw  literally 
thousands  of  starving,  poverty-stricken, 
wretched,  hopeless  people.  I  walked 


Lester  1> 

down  a  double  line  six  blocks  long  of  dirty 
and  diseased  beggars.  Go  back  there  this 
Christmas  Day,  or  any  day,  and  you  will 
find  the  same  blight  and  hopelessness. 
Just  as  if  Jesus  had  not  been  born  at  all. 

Hop  with  me  now  over  the  Himalayan 
Mountains  to  the  Hindu  mountain 
kingdom  of  Nepal,  and  the  capital  city  of 
Kathmandu,  and  see  Swowambhunath, 
the  oldest  Buddhist  Chaitya,  the  temple 
of  Kumari  Devi  (vestal  Virgin),  the  child 
goddess  who  is  regarded  as  an 
incarnation  of  the  Hindu  god,  Vishnu. 
Here  you  will  find  superstition,  paganism, 
tuberculosis,  and  leprosy,  the  like  of 
which  one  of  our  Christian  background 
and  culture  scarcely  can  believe  exists 
on  this  planet.  BUT  IT  DOES!  Why? 
Because  Jesus  has  not  been  allowed  to 
be  bom  there  yet! 

Worship  ‘mummy’ 

Then  again,  fly  with  me  to  Moscow.  At 
eight  o’clock  Christmas  morning,  come 
with  me  as  I  join  a  line  two  miles  long  of 
freezing  people  inching  for  hours  toward 
a  brown  marble  tomb  in  front  of  the 
Kremlin  in  Red  Square.  As  we  enter  the 
mausoleum  under  the  watchful  eye  of 
alert  and  well-armed  guards,  we  file 
slowly  by  a  sealed  glass-covered  crypt  to 
gaze  upon  the  55-year-old  corpse  of 
Nickolai  Lenin,  preserved  from  putre¬ 
faction  by  some  secret  embalming  or 
mummification  process.  Actually  we 
discover  that  these  fine  looking  and 
friendly,  but  nonetheless  atheistically- 
oriented,  Russian  people,  are  wor¬ 
shipping  this  mummy  as  the  only 
Messiah  and  Saviour  they  know.  No 
Christ  Child!  Only  a  cadaver!  Next 
Christmas,  and  many  other  days  in  the 
year,  they  will  walk  by  all  those  closed 
churches,  carrying  with  them  their  frus¬ 
trations  and  deadened  souls,  glad  to  get 
out  of  those  dingy  holes  they  call  apart¬ 
ments,  to  visit  and  worship  at  the  only 
shrine  they  know  —  the  tomb  of  a  corpse. 
To  their  generation,  and  so  many  more  to 
come,  Jesus  has  not  been  allowed  to  be 
born. 

You  and  I  may  treat  Him  as  if  He  had 
not  been  born,  and  by  virtue  of  our 
heritage,  upbringing  and  surroundings, 
we  may  still  be  the  beneficiaries  of  all  the 
advantages  of  the  culture  which 
developed  from  His  coming.  But,  if  so, 
within  our  spirits  and  souls,  our  plight 
may  be  that  of  ones  who  live  where  He 
has  not  been  allowed  to  be  born  at  all. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Dr.  J.  Lester 
McGee,  is  a  retired  member  of  the 
Missouri  East  Annual  Conference.  He 
now  lives  in  Albany,  Georgia. 


16-year-old’s  criticism  of  worship  draws  suggestions  from  readers 


To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  comment  to  the  letter 
from  Steve  Smith,  which  appeared  in  the 
Dec.  7  issue  under  the  headline  “Why 
isn’t  our  worship  more  exciting?”  I  want 
to  give  my  opinion  as  to  why  the  pews  are 
so  empty  in  many  United  Methodist 
churches  while  the  pews  are  filling  up  in 
other  denominations.  It  is  a  big  problem, 
but  its  solution  is  simple.  I  see  this  for 
even  though  I  hold  a  local  preacher’s 
license,  I  go  to  other  churches  and  I  see 
what  is  happening. 

God  is  alive  in  Jesus  Christ  through  the 
Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  believe  in  the 
Holy  Trinity,  just  as  did  John  Wesley,  but 
too  many  ministers  are  and  have  been 
for  too  long  putting  that  person  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  in  the  background.  In  fact, 
some  have  even  killed  it.  The  person  I  am 
talking  about  is  the  Holy  Spirit.  They  can 
talk  about  God  and  Jesus,  but  seem  to  be 
afraid  to  even  mention  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Knowing  the  scriptures,  I  am  afraid  not 
to  speak  about  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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It  seems  we  can  get  excited  about  a 
football  game,  but  when  the  Holy  Spirit 
excites  us  other  people  think  we  are 
crazy.  The  wonder  and  love  of  God  did 
more  for  me  than  any  football  game,  and 
that  excites  me. 

I  am  glad  to  see  and  hear  a  concern 
from  young  people  about  the  decline  of 
church  attendance.  Keep  it  up;  maybe 
the  clergy  and  the  laity  will  come  to  grips 
with  the  problem  and  release  the  spirit 
and  start  worshipping  God  in  a  manner 
that  John  Wesley  would  recognize  as 
worship  and  not  ritual  dry  bones  playing 
a  role. 

Jesus  is  concerning  spirit-filled 
preachers  in  reaching  out  to  help  save 
souls.  If  we  go  back  to  our  original  heri¬ 
tage  and  let  all  three  Persons  in  the  Holy 
Trinity  become  alive  in  us,  then  our 
pews  will  fill  up.  Men-ii  pjtre 

Houma,  Louisiana 
Concern  appreciated 
To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  answer  to  Steve  Smith’s 
letter  in  the  December  7th  issue.  I  want 
to  praise  him  for  his  interest  in  the 
church  and  caring  enough  to  write  the 
paper  and  give  his  comments.  It  is  en¬ 
couraging  to  hear  from  a  16-year-old  and 
I  hope  more  of  us  older  Christians 
noticed  what  he  had  to  say. 

Bobbie  N.  Spencer 
Estill  Springs,  Tennessee 
Another  opinion 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  Mr.  Steve 
Smith’s  letter  in  the  Dec.  7,  1979  issue  of 
TM/UMR.  Mr.  Smith,  who  states  that  he 
is  16  years  old,  says  that  he  believes  that 
many  of  the  people  in  the  congregation 
he  attends  have  no  interest  in  what  is 
going  on  because  he  has  observed  that 
only  the  choir  and  a  few  members  of  the 
congregation  are  singing  the  hymns. 

There  are  many  hymns  which  most 
people  like  and  which  they  have  learned. 
These  are  the  so-called  “old  favorite” 
hymns. 

There  are  many  other  hymns  which 
most  people  do  not  particularly  care  for 
and  which  they  have  not  learned. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  look  over  the  list  of 
hymns  in  a  church  bulletin  and  accurate¬ 
ly  predict  whether  each  hymn  is  one 
which  most  of  the  congregation  will  sing 
or  whether  it  is  one  which  someone  is 
trying  to  force  the  congregation  to  learn 
and  which  only  a  relatively  few  members 
of  the  congregation  will  sing. 

If  an  appreciable  percentage  of  the 
members  of  Mr.  Smith’s  church  fre¬ 
quently  do  not  sing  the  hymns,  then  I  am 
forced  to  believe  that  someone  is 
carrying  on  an  unpopular  "musical 
education  program”  in  Mr.  Smith’s 
church. 

Also,  since  some  people  feel  that  a  good 
musical  program  is  a  necessary  part  of  a 
religious  service,  it  is  possible  that  this 
unpopular  “musical  education  program” 


is  responsible  for  some  of  the  empty 
pews  which  Mr.  Smith  has  observed  in 

his  church.  .  T  CT.  . 

A.  J.  Flint 

Memphis,  Tennessee 

Address  requested 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  interest  your  reports 
concerning  the  4,300-mile  bike  trip  com¬ 
pletion  by  Mr.  Grant  Hays  for  the  benefit 
of  raising  money  to  reconstruct  his 
church  which  was  demolished  by  fire.  I 
admired  from  the  beginning  his  zest  and 
stamina,  and  mainly  his  devotion  and 
faith  in  his  endeavor. 

I  am  writing  to  ask  that  his  church 
name  and  full  address  of  Rev.  Harold 
Hunter,  pastor  of  the  church,  be 
published  so  that  others  like  myself  may 
show  their  appreciation  of  his  effort  by 


sending  a  small  or  large  donation,  what¬ 
ever  they  are  able,  in  behalf  of  this 
cause.  Thelma  V.  Myers 

Albrightsville,  Pennsylvan  ia 
Editor’s  Note:  The  address  is  Centen¬ 
ary  United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box 
48,  Shelbyville,  Kentucky  40065. 

Wisdom  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  the  Human  Sexuality  — 
Actions  report  of  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship.  I  feel  constrained  to  express  my 
personal  feelings  about  it  (see  TM/UMR. 
Nov.  2).  I  am  surprised  that  a  15- 
member  task  force  claims  to  represent 
the  feelings  and  needs  of  nearly  10  mil¬ 
lion  United  Methodists,  ignoring  the 
many  voices  being  raised  against  the  de¬ 
cision  to  use  sexually  explicit  films  even 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 
How  can  one  disagree ,  but 
avoid  being  disagreeable ? 


I  recently  got  a  refresher  course  in  how 
to  disagree  sharply  on  some  basic  beliefs 
with  another  Christian  and  still  stay  in 
the  same  room  with  the  person. 

The  setting  was  the  final  session  of  a 
dialogue  among  representatives  of  four 
Lutheran  denominations  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  who  were  trying  to 
hammer  out  an  agreement  of  belief 
about  baptism.  Tbe  primary  spokes¬ 
person  from  one  of  the  Lutheran  groups 
was  insufferable.  Not  only  was  he  legalis¬ 
tic  in  his  interpretation  of  Scripture  and 
dogmatic  in  his  theology,  but  equally  as 
well  he  was  unbending  in  his  attitude 
toward  any  form  of  compromise.  He  ir¬ 
ritated  the  other  Lutherans  as  much  as, 
if  not  more  than,  he  did  the  UMs. 

I  watched  the  others  in  the  group  — 
male  and  female,  lay  clergy,  UM  and 
Lutheran  —  relate  to  him.  And  as  I  did,  I 
rediscovered  some  ground  rules  about 
relating  to  folks  one  doesn’t  agree  with. 
Perhaps  the  rules  may  help  you,  as  they 
will  me,  in  the  new  year. 

The  first  rule  is  to  be  “Christian.”  That 
means  one  follows  the  example  and  spirit 
of  Jesus,  who  acknowledged  the  “other” 
as  a  person,  a  human  being  with  feelings, 
convictions  and  expectations.  That 
person  also  owns  a  whole  set  of  personal 
problems,  as  we  all  do,  and  may  be  under 
pressures  only  faintly  understood  by 
anyone  else. 

Rule  number  two  is  to  keep  one’s  cool 
—  the  toughest  problem  I  have.  When  a 
pet  belief  of  mine  is  seriously  challenged, 
my  blood  pressure  picks  up  consid¬ 
erably,  my  voice  gets  louder,  I  begin  to 
feel  hot,  and  before  long  I  blow  up  That’s 
hardly  the  best  way  to  handle  disagree¬ 
ments  in  a  group.  I  watched  some  of  the 
dialogue  members  fidget  in  their  chairs, 
but  they  mastered  their  emotions,  kept 


their  cool,  and  prevented  the  conversa¬ 
tion  from  turning  into  a  shouting  match. 

I  noticed,  too,  that  the  dialogue 
members  listened  —  really  listened  —  to 
each  other.  When  they  weren’t  sure  they 
understood  what  another  member  meant, 
they  asked  for  clarification  before  they 
supported  or  opposed  the  position.  That 
is  important  and  it’s  rule  number  three. 

Of  course,  a  cardinal  rule  in  dialogue  is 
to  present  firmly  an  opinion  and  back  it 
up  with  documentation.  And  if  it  is  a 
deeply  held  conviction,  one  need  not  sur¬ 
render  it  whether  anyone  else  can  be 
persuaded  to  join  in  support  or  whether 
one  stands  alone. 

The  danger  here  lies  in  the  possibility 
that  one’s  mind  becomes  closed  to 
examining  genuine  options  and  reason¬ 
able  viewpoints  that  others  may  offer.  On 
the  other  hand,  two  Christians  may 
sincerely  hold  convictions  that  clash  and 
that  cannot  be  reconciled.  Somewhere 
along  the  line,  then,  that  impasse  ought 
to  be  faced  openly  and  honestly. 

A  “must”  rule  is  to  have  a  sense  of 
humor.  Serious  disagreements  —  even 
about  religious  matters  —  can  be  tol¬ 
erated  if  the  group  can  laugh  together. 
How  many  times  have  I  noticed  a 
humorous  remark  lessen  the  tension 
between  opposing  sides? 

The  final  rule  I  rediscovered:  When 
one  worships,  prays,  hears  Scripture  and 
sings  hymns  with  persons  who  hold 
differing  views,  it  becomes  more  difficult 
to  categorize  them  as  “the  enemy.”  The 
Holy  Spirit  works  to  heal  and  reconcile 
whether  or  not  I  want  Him  to.  And  when  I 
recognize  anew  in  song  and  prayer  that 
Christ  died  for  everyone’s  sins,  then  even 
this  “insufferable”  person  becomes  love¬ 
able. 

-CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


for  a  select  group  and  in  a  limited  for¬ 
mat. 

As  a  pastor  I  have  attended  seminars 
on  human  sexuality  —  where  the 
“impact”  (main  reason  given  in  its 
favor)  was  achieved  without  such  films.  I 
am  sure  our  church  lacks  neither  the  ex¬ 
pertise  nor  the  tools  necessary  to  conduct 
such  study  within  the  acceptable 
framework  of  our  Christian  faith. 

In  my  opinion  the  General  Conference 
did  not  mandate  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  to  take  such  liberties  in  the  name  of 
sex  education  and  create  an  atmosphere 
of  hostility,  dissension,  cessation,  and 
general  outrage  within  the  body  of 
Christ.  My  prayer  is  that  wisdom  will 
prevail  over  passions  of  committee’s 
right  to  such  action. 

Victor  J.  Jacobs 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Editorial  disappointing 

To  the  Editor: 

I  must  say  I  found  very  disappointing 
your  editorial  characterization  of 
Khomeini  and  the  Iran  situation  in  the 
December  7  issue  of  TM/UMR.  It  was  no 
different  in  general  than  the  usual 
reporting  on  the  matter  —  whether  press 
or  television. 

You  were  right  in  saying  Khomeini  has 
“recognized  the  godlessness  and  deca¬ 
dence  of  many  of  the  human  values 
which  permeate  Western  culture  today” 
—  something  which  the  secular  press  is 
reluctant  to  admit.  However,  your  use  of 
such  terms  as  “fanatical  religious 
leader,”  “irrational  revolution”  and 
"vengeful  sanction”  does  not  distinguish 
you  from  the  rest  of  the  press. 

Donald  H^Bishop 
Pullman,  Washington 
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A  shoulder  perch  provided  a  prominent  spot  for  this  sign,  displayed  last  April  in  an 
anti-nuclear  protest  in  Boston.  Following  the  Three  Mile  Island  nuclear  mishap,  some 
church  officials  called  the  UM  stance  against  nuclear  fission  "prophetic,”  while 
others  called  it  short-sighted. 


T  Church  emphasizes  its  children 


The  final  year  of  the  decade  was  declared  the  “International  Year  of  the  Child”  by 
the  United  Nations.  The  emphasis  was  reflected  in  many  UM  local  church 
programs  and  in  a  “Conference  on  Ministries  with  Children"  last  summer. 
Above,  20  children  representing  Nashville  UM  churches  sing  "I’ve  got  you  a 
present”  at  the  national  event.  tm/umr  photo  by  sharon  miei.ke 


Homosexuality  issue  gets 
top  response  in  letters 


By  BEA  JONES 
Staff  Writer 

For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  the  issue 
of  homosexuality  has  produced  the 
largest  volume  of  letters  to  the  editor  of 
TM/UMR. 

Articles  on  issues  related  to  homo¬ 
sexuality  which  prompted  reader-re¬ 
sponse  in  1979  were:  a  resource  packet 
produced  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  —  which  some 
charged  gave  approval  of  homosexual 
lifestyles  in  violation  of  church  law;  the 
firing  of  Joan  Clark,  a  self-avowed 
lesbian,  from  the  field  staff  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries;  a  Judicial  Council 
ruling  that  any  minister  “in  good 
standing”  and  in  “full  connection”  is 
guaranteed  an  appointment  —  which 
related  to  a  New  York  conference  minis¬ 
ter  in  "good  standing”  who  is  also  a  self- 
avowed  homosexual;  and  actions  by 
several  UM  boards  proposing  revised 
legislation  on  homosexuality  for  the  1980 
General  Conference. 

Readers  used  biblical  references  ex¬ 
tensively  to  voice  their  opposition  to  the 
ordination,  appointment,  employment 
and  recognition  of  homosexuals  within 
the  UMC.  Expressing  a  commonly  held 
view  against  homosexuality,  one  reader 
wrote:  “It  is  high  time  the  Christian 
church  called  sin  what  it  is  —  ‘Sin.’  There 
is  no  way  that  homosexuality  can  be  de¬ 
scribed  in  any  way  but  perversity  by 
biblical  standards  or  any  other 
standard.” 

Voicing  an  opposite  sentiment,  another 
reader  said.  "I  believe  that  homosexuals 
are  as  strongly  and  basically  inclined  to 
homosexuality  as  the  majority  of  us  are 
towards  heterosexuality.  I  think  we 
should  ask  of  them  what  we  think  God 
wants  of  us:  ‘What  does  the  Lord  require 
of  thee  except  to  do  justice  and  love 
mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with  our  God?’  ” 
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TM/UMR  readers  also  responded  in 
large  numbers  to  issues  related  to  the 
production  and  utilization  of  energy  — 
and  particularly  to  the  morality  of 
utilizing  nuclear  power. 

After  an  editorial  advocating  serious 
discussion  of  nuclear  energy  in  light  of 
the  Three  Mile  Island  incident,  reader 
response  calling  for  a  balanced  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  issue  was  so  great  that  a 
full  page  examination  of  nuclear  power 
in  greater  depth  was  printed  in  the  fall. 

A  "Question  Box”  soliciting  reader 
response  to  the  questions  on  the  issue  was 
included.  Reader  response  in  both  the 
“Question  Box”  results  and  letters  was 
pro-nuclear,  but  not  overwhelmingly  so. 

Some  readers  questioned  the  church’s 
involvement  in  the  debate  at  all.  One 
reader  wrote:  “The  United  Methodist 
Church  should  stick  to  religious  issues 
and  engineers  to  technical  issues.” 
However,  other  subscribers  appreciated 
the  presentation  of  both  sides  of  the 
nuclear  energy  debate  from  a  Christian 
perspective.  “This  is  the  type  of 
reporting  and  presentation  which  we 
believe  is  in  the  true  interest  of  the 
church,”  one  responded. 

Aiiother  issue  which  precipitated 
debate  among  TM/UMR  readers  was 
“designated  giving”  of  UM  connectional 
assessments  —  the  right  of  a  local  church 
to  withhold  payment  to  a  particular 
agency  or  program  on  grounds  of  “Chris¬ 
tian  conscience"  and  pay  a  like  amount 
to  some  other  designated  general  church 
benevolence. 

Opponents  of  “designated  giving” 
charged  it  would  wreak  havoc  on  the  UM 
apportionment  system  and  threaten 
funding  of  ethnic  minority  concerns  and 
other  programs  which  are  on  the  “cutting 
edge.”  Proponents  countered  that  it  would 
inject  accountability  into  the  local  church 
for  the  funding  system  of  the  UMC  in 
a  helpful  way  that  does  not  now  exist. 

The  TM/UMR  editorial  this  past  year 
which  drew  the  largest  response  from 
readers  appeared  in  the  Feb.  23  issue 
under  the  headline  “Will  the  UMC  face 
its  identity  crisis?”  A  "Question  Box” 
also  accompanied  the  editorial.  Many 
readers  suggested  that  the  UMC  needs  to 
get  back  to  its  primary  task,  or  “back  to 
the  basics”  as  a  Christian  church.  Others 
also  suggested  that  the  1980  General 
Conference  needs  to  address  the  UMC’s 
identity  crisis  if  it  can.  or  at  least 
acknowledge  the  church’s  basic  purpose 
as  decisions  are  being  made. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


church  amid  crisis 


Church  leaders  urged  calm  as  Americans  protested  the  taking  of  hostages  at  the 
U.S.  embassy  in  Iran.  That  country’s  leader,  Ayatollah  Ruhollah  Khomeini,  and  his 
followers  demanded  that  the  U.S.  return  Iran’s  fallen  shah  to  stand  trial. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTOS 


A  $2  million  appeal  for  relief  funds  went  out  this  fall  to  United  Methodists,  to  aid 
refugees  such  as  this  young  Cambodian  mother  and  her  child,  who  died  in  her  arms  as 
they  waited  outside  a  hospital  in  a  Thailand  refugee  camp.  The  dislocated 
Cambodians  were  the  focus  of  massive  national  and  international  relief  efforts. 


World  was  UMC’s  ‘parish’  in  1979 

TM/UMR  year  end  review  recaps  high  points  of  attention 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

The  international  scope  of  events  com¬ 
manding  United  Methodist  attention 
during  1979  may  be  ample  testimony  to 
John  Wesley’s  famous  statement  that 
“the  world  is  my  parish." 

A  dramatic  series  of  events  vied  for 
attention,  repeatedly  pushing  each  other 
out  of  the  spotlight  of  world  concern:  the 
“boat  people”  fleeing  Vietnam  in  over¬ 
crowded  vessels,  starving  Cambodians 
threatened  by  extinction  as  a  people,  and 
the  U.S.  citizens  still  being  held  hostage 
in  Iran  by  a  religious  theocracy. 

At  the  same  time,  UMs  followed  the 
tortuous  route  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia 
toward  freedom  from  white  colonialism, 
the  dropping  of  barriers  to  China,  the 
unprecedented  joint  statement  on 
disarmament  by  leading  church 
representatives  of  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  the  journeys  of  Pope  John 
Paul  II  to  Mexico.  Poland,  Ireland  and  to 
the  U.S.  in  October. 

•  Iranian  crisis:  UMs  joined  in  the 
national  outpouring  of  concern  for  the 
American  hostages  in  the  American 
embassy  in  Tehran,  Iran,  by  offering 
prayers  and  by  many  local  churches 
ringing  bells  daily  at  noon.  UM  leaders, 
including  the  Council  of  Bishops,  called 
for  Americans  to  resist  the  temptation  to 
return  evil  for  evil  and  several  called  for 
an  international  tribunal  to  consider  the 
charges  against  the  deposed  Shah. 

•"Boat  people"  and  Cambodia:  Ap¬ 
proximately  450  local  UM  churches  have 
opened  their  arms  to  the  refugee  "Boat 
people"  from  Iqdochina  this  year,  spon¬ 
soring  2,081  persons  during  the  first  nine 
months.  Another  267  churches  stand 
ready  to  help  refugee  families  find 
housing,  clothing,  food  and  jobs  — 
helping  them  make  a  new  start  in  a  new 
land. 

As  the  “holocaust"  proportions  of 
Cambodia’s  starving  people  became 
known.  UMs  opened  their  pocketbooks  in 
response  to  a  special  $2  million  appeal  to 
send  food  and  medical  supplies  through 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  International  church  relief 
agencies  reported  that  supplies  were 
being  distributed  in  spite  of  the  continued 
political  turmoil  in  Cambodia. 

•Zimbabwe  Rhodesia:  The  role  of 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  of  Zimbabwe  Rhodesia  as  a 


political  leader  in  the  continuing  struggle 
to  replace  white  domination  with  black 
majority  rule  has  drawn  both  praise  and 
criticism. 

The  bishop  was  elected  prime  minister 
in  April  but  the  warfare  with  the 
Patriotic  Front  continued.  All  parties  sat 
down  in  London  in  September  for  talks 
that  concluded  with  most  of  the  barriers 
removed  that  were  blocking  the  way  to 
peace  and  a  new  government.  At  year’s 
end,  the  bishop  is  again  a  bishop  and  new 
elections  are  planned  for  March  of  1980. 

•  China:  Barriers  came  down  in  1979 
hetween  China  and  the  U.S.  Sub- 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

Controversy  was  ever  present  in 
United  Methodism  during  1979: 

•  Homosexuality  continued  to  confront 
and  divide  the  church; 

•  Emerging  energy  scarcity  found 
UMs  divided  on  the  use  of  nuclear  energy 
vs.  alternative  sources; 

•  The  resumption  of  capital  punish¬ 
ment  found  UMs  less  than  unanimous  on 
this  as  a  method  of  crime  control ; 

•  Constitutional  issues  were  argued  in 
litigation  surrounding  the  bankrupt 
Pacific  Homes  retirement  network; 

•  Proposals  for  consideration  by  the 
1980  General  Conference  were  presented, 
debated  and  polished  during  the  year  by 
most  of  the  UMC's  boards  and  agencies. 

Controversy  began  early  in  the  year  in 
the  church  as  concerted  efforts  to  alter 
the  UMC’s  position  regarding  homosex¬ 
uality,  and  stiffening  resistance  to  such 
efforts  erupted  in  April.  The  focus  was 
the  firing  of  Joan  Clark,  a  self-avowed 
lesbian,  from  the  staff  of  the  Women’s 
Division  (United  Methodist  Women)  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

In  response,  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  and  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
voted  to  ask  the  General  Conference  in 
1980  to  remove  any  possible  strictures 
against  employment  of  homosexuals  by 
the  church,  by  setting  forth  a  position 
that  the  church  should  not  discriminate 
on  the  basis  of  "sexual  preference.” 
Further,  they  proposed  that  “deroga- 


sequentiy.  contacts  have  been  renewed 
with  Chinese  Christians.  UM  mission 
officials  held  a  special  consultation  to  set 
the  foundations  for  a  new  China 
program.  And,  news  of  the  re-opening  of 
a  church  building  in  Shanghai  Sept.  2  was 
received  with  rejoicing. 

•  Disarmament  and  SALT  II:  An  un¬ 
precedented  ecclesiastical  summit 
meeting,  held  in  Geneva  in  late  March, 
produced  a  joint  statement  on  disarma¬ 
ment  by  leading  church  representatives 
of  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet  Union, 
including  UM  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews. 
Most  Christian  leaders  in  the  U.S.  —  as 

Throughout  the  year 


torv”  language  regarding  homosexuality 
be  removed  from  the  “Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline.”  The  Women’s  Division  refused  to 
rehire  Ms.  Clark,  but  renewed  its  1976 
request  that  the  whole  church  seriously 
study  human  sexuality. 

Resistance  to  changing  the  “Social 
Principles"  statement  that  the  UMC 
“does  not  condone”  homosexuality  also 
stiffened  during  1979  as  nine  annual  con¬ 
ferences  specifically  requested  that  the 
present  wording  be  maintained. 

And,  at  least  19  annual  conferences 
voted  to  ask  the  General  Conference  to 
forbid  the  ordination  and/or  appointment 
of  homosexual  ministers. 

Capping  the  year  was  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Judicial  Council  decision  in 
October  that  every  minister  “in  good 
standing”  in  an  annual  conference  is  eli¬ 
gible  for  an  appointment.  This  ruling 
came  as  a  result  of  a  New  York  con¬ 
ference  request  because  there  the  Rev. 
Paul  Abels,  a  self-avowed  homosexual 
and  member  of  the  conference,  was 
continued  as  a  member  “in  good  stand¬ 
ing.” 

On  another  front,  the  crisis  at  the 
nuclear  plant  on  Three-Mile  Island  in 
March  galvanized  UM  concern  over  the 
nation’s  increased  use  of  nuclear  power. 
The  UM  delegation  to  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  unanimously 
supported  its  call  for  a  halt  to  the 
building  and  licensing  of  more  such 
plants.  But  a  TM/UMR  reader  survey  in 
the  fall  indicated  church  members 
remain  divided.  The  majority  of  survey 
respondents  favored  constructing  more 
nuclear  power  facilities  although  the 
UMC  officially  opposes  such  expansion. 

Gas  shortages  and  skyrocketing  fuel 
prices  caused  UMs  to  join  the  search  for 
alternate  energy  sources,  such  as 
greater  reliance  on  solar  power.  Solar 
experiments  in  local  church  design,  in 
church  institutions  and  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  inexpensive  devices  to  aid  the 
poor  began  to  dot  the  countryside. 

The  execution  of  John  Spenkelink  in  a 
Florida  prison  death  chamber  energized 
fresh  UM  opposition  to  this  action  as  a 
method  of  crime  prevention.  Capital 
punishment  is  officially  opposed  in  the 
UMC’s  Social  Principles.  The  action  was 
decried  in  the  strongest  terms  by  many 
UMs  across  the  country  and  led  the  Flo¬ 
rida  conference  to  ask  the  state’s  attorney 
general  to  initiate  a  study  of  alternatives. 
Amnesty  International,  an  international 
human  rights  organization,  requested 
President  Jimmy  Carter  to  institute  a 
moratorium  on  capital  punishment  and 
to  establish  a  presidential  commission  to 
investigate  all  aspects  of  this  practice  in 
the  U.S.  Reports  indicate  that  currently 
550  men  and  women  are  on  death  row  in 
the  U.S.,  with  four  to  eight  persons  being 
sentenced  to  death  each  week. 


well  as  the  UMC’s  Council  of  Bishops  — 
endorsed  the  SALT  II  treaty  while 
expressing  disappointment  that  it  did  not 
go  further  toward  ending  the  arms  race 
UMs  also  participated  in  the  World  Con¬ 
ference  on  Religion  and  Peace  at 
Princeton.  N.J.  in  September  which 
brought  leaders  of  10  major  world 
religions  together  in  a  peace  effort. 

•  The  Pope’s  visit.  Pope  John  Paul  II 
was  widely  praised  by  UMs  for  his 
journeys  during  1979  but  came  in  for 
some  criticism  during  his  visit  to  the  U.S. 
for  reiterating  his  church’s  opposition  to 
the  ordination  of  women 


The  controversy  involving  Pacific 
Homes  had  to  do  with  the  respective 
roles  of  government,  the  courts  and 
the  church.  UMC  officials,  joined  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  became 
increasingly  concerned  at  the  web  of 
litigation.  Of  particular  concern  was  the 
contention  by  the  plaintiffs  in  one  case 
that  every  part  of  a  denomination  can 
be  held  liable  for  the  action  of  any  one 
unit  bearing  the  common  name  “Method¬ 
ist,”  which,  if  upheld  by  the  court,  would 
strike  a  blow  at  the  heart  of  UMC’s 
connectional  policy. 

Last  but  not  least  were  the  numerous 
storms  related  to  the  church’s  General 
Conference.  A  considerable  amount  of 
United  Methodists’  time,  effort  and 
debate  this  year  went  into  preparing  peti¬ 
tions  for  the  General  Conference  set  to 
meet  next  April  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  This 
once-everv-four-years  conference  is  the 
top  legislative  body  of  the  denomination. 
All  official  programs,  statements  and 
financial  matters  for  the  next  four  years 
for  the  general  church  and  its  boards  and 
agencies  will  be  determined  at  the  April 
conference. 

A  major  proposal  that  the  UMC  return 
to  one  “missional  priority”  —  instead  of 
three  that  the  church  currently  has  — 
was  debated  in  numerous  agencies  and 
finally  resolved.  The  delegates  at  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  will  be  asked  to  make 
the  top  priority  for  the  entire  church 
during  the  next  four  years  that  of 
strengthening  and  developing  ethnic 
minority  local  churches 


GALA  HOMECOMING  REUNION! 
LON  MORRIS  COLLEGE 
Jacksonville.  Texas 

SALUTING  THE  CLASSES  OF 
1949! 

1950!  Its 30th  Anniversary! 

1951! 

APRIL  25th  through  Z7th,  1980 ! ! 

All  Exes,  especially  of  these  classes,  are 
requested  to  send  their  names,  addresses,  zip 
codes,  area  codes  and  phone  nos  to  Mrs.  Martha 
Beall,  c/o  Ex-Student  Assn  .  Lon  Morris  College. 
Jacksonville,  Texas  75766,  at  their  very  earliest 
convenience  You  cannot  forget  the  great  times  we 
all  shared  at  Lon  Morris  College.  Complete 
Reunion  information  will  be  mailed  as  soon  as  the 
mailing  list  is  complete  April  is  not  that  far  off  1 
See  YOU  AT  YOUR  CLASS  REUNION! 

LON  MORRIS  COLLEGE 
APRIL  2Sth  THROUGH  27th  19M! ! 

RE  THERE! 


Historic  visit 
U  M  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews, 
left,  presented  a 
red  leather-bound 
copy  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  "Letters  to  a 
Roman  Catholic” 
to  Pope  John  Paul 
II  in  October  on  be¬ 
half  of  United 
Methodists,  during 
the  Catholic 
leader's  historic 
visit  to  the  U.S. 
Wesley  wrote  the 
letter  in  1749  to  a 
Roman  Catholic, 
appealing  to  the 
Christian  spirit  of 
all  people  and  em¬ 
phasizing  that 
Christian  love 
supercedes  de¬ 
nominational  bar- 
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Church  challenged  by  controversy 
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Highlights  of  1979  j 


HONG  KONG  —  Indochinese  refugees  wait  for  yet  another  day  to  pass  in  this 
overcrowded  camp  here.  Hong  Kong  has  provided  shelter  for  some  70.000  "boat 
people."  United  Methodists  have  responded  to  their  plight  by  helping  families  resettle 
in  the  U.S.  Approximately  450  local  churches  have  opened  their  arms  to  more  than 
2,000  refugees  during  1979.  religious  news  service  photo 


PHILADELPHIA 
—  Bishop  D.  Freder¬ 
ick  Wertz  chairs  a 
meeting  from  a 
wheelchair  as  part 
of  a  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  effort  to 
become  familiar 
with  the  problems 
lof  the  handicapped. 

JOHN  GOODWIN  PHOTO 


BEIRUT.  Leba¬ 
non  —  The  Rev. 
Joseph  E.  Lowery, 
president  of  the 
Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Con¬ 
ference.  a  UM  pas¬ 
tor  (center),  meets 
with  Yasir  Arafat, 
head  of  the  Pal¬ 
estine  Liberation 
Organization,  dur¬ 
ing  a  fact-finding 
tour  by  U.S.  blacks 
seeking  a  peaceful 
solution  to  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  crisis. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS 
SERVICE  photo 


UMTALI.  Zimba¬ 
bwe  Rhodesia  — 
Supporters  of  var¬ 
ious  political  par¬ 
ties  demonstrate 
support  for  their 
candidates  outside 
a  polling  place  here 
during  the  April 
elections,  in  which 
UM  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  was 
elected  prime 
minister. 

TM/UMR  PHOTO 
BY  BUD  HERRON 


LOUISVILLE. 
Ky.  —  At  "Alders- 
gate  ’79"  people  lift 
their  hands  in 
praise  during  the 
first  national  UM 
charismatic  confer¬ 
ence  in  August. 
There  are  believed 
to  be  more  than 
half  a  million 
charismatics  in  the 
denomination. 

TM/l'MR  PHOTO 
BY  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


Associate  Editor 

JACKSON,  Miss.  -  A  United 
Methodist  minister  who  had  protested  his 
involuntary  placement  on  "leave  of 
absence”  by  his  bishop  in  September  of 
1978  while  serving  in  the  Mississippi 
Annual  Conference  has  received  eight 
months  back  salary  and  benefits  from 
that  conference. 

The  Rev.  Karl  G.  Mertz  said  he 
received  the  money  Dec.  21.  "As  far  as  I 
am  concerned.”  he  told  TM/UMR,  "the 
basic  issues  of  the  dispute  are  settled.” 

Dr.  Mertz  had  claimed  he  was 
removed  from  the  appointment  to  the 
Washington  circuit  on  the  basis  of  a 
sermon  he  preached  Aug.  20,  1978.  He 
said  the  theme  of  the  sermon  was  that  "a 
person  cannot  be  a  Christian  and  a  segre¬ 
gationist  at  the  same  time.” 

Bishop  Mack  Stokes  of  the  Jackson 
Area,  who  placed  Dr.  Mertz  on  leave  of 
absence,  repeatedly  said  the  removal 
had  "nothing  to  do  with  race.”  The 
bishop  refused  to  meet  with  an  investi¬ 
gative  committee  from  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  because  he  said  the  actions  taken 
concerning  Dr.  Mertz  were  not  based  on 
race  but  had  to  do  "with  a  responsible 


appointment-making  process.” 

The  ministers  of  the  Mississippi 
conference  voted  June  11,  1979  to 
discontinue  Dr.  Mertz  as  a  probationary 
member  of  the  conference.  The  action 
came  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
which  made  it  "quite  clear”  that  the 
action  was  not  based  on  Dr.  Mertz’s 
beliefs  on  race. 

In  October  the  Judicial  Council,  the 
UMC's  "supreme  court,”  overturned 
Bishop  Stokes’  ruling  that  he  could  grant 
a  leave  of  absence  without  its  being 
requested  by  the  minister  involved.  The 
church  council  ruled  that  the  "Dis¬ 
cipline”  has  no  provision  for  "invol¬ 
untary  leave  of  absence.” 

Dr.  Mertz.  now  an  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  specialist  for  the  U.S.  Dept, 
of  Labor  here  in  Jackson  since  last  June, 
said  the  annual  conference  cabinet  told 
him  the  conference  would  be  "open  and 
fair”  in  considering  him  for  re-admission 
to  membership.  He  said  Bishop  Stokes 
also  told  him  he  would  be  "open  to  the 
possibility  of  cross-racial  appointments” 
in  the  annual  conference. 

"I  hope  ( the  airing  of  the  situation )  has 
done  more  good  than  harm,”  said  Dr. 
Mertz. 


After  protest  of  ‘leave’ 

Pastor  gets  back  salary 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
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Missionary  efforts  said  threatened 

Mission  officials ,  caucus  disagree  on  nature  of ‘threat' 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  United 
Methodism’s  world  mission  enterprise  is 
facing  a  serious  "threat  from  within.” 

That  was  one  of  the  few  points  of 
general  agreement  when  officials  of  the 
denomination’s  world  mission  agency 
and  leaders  of  the  mission  arm  of  a 
caucus  of  United  Methoidst  "evangel¬ 
icals  met  here  last  week. 

Disagreement  began  when  each  side 
described  the  “threat.” 

Executives  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  claim  that  the 
"threat”  is  contained  in  a  policy  state¬ 
ment  the  evangelical  caucus  —  the 
“Good  News”  movement  —  approved 
last  summer.  That  policy  says  “Good 
News,”  through  its  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  task  force,  will  screen  mission¬ 
aries  and  missionary  candidates  who 
have  been  turned  down  for  service  by  the 
board,  will  help  them  seek  appointments 
through  non-United  Methodist  mission 
agencies,  and  will  help  in  raising  money 
for  their  support. 

Such  a  policy,  say  board  officials,  is 
"an  attack  on  the  connectional  polity”  of 
the  church  —  since  an  unofficial  agency 
would  be  setting  itself  up  to  raise  money 
in  United  Methodist  congregations  for 
projects  and  missionaries  not  sanctioned 
by  the  church’s  missionary-sending 
agency. 

Leaders  of  the  caucus,  on  the  other 
hand,  claim  the  real  threat  to  the 
denomination’s  world  mission  outreach 
is  the  board  itself  —  which  the  evan¬ 
gelicals  charge  is  “systematically  dis¬ 
mantling  our  missionary  work  force.” 
They  see  the  situation  as  a  “matter  of 
conscience”  and  say  that  "if  the  choice  is 
between  church  structure  and  ‘The  Great 
Commission’  (Matt.  28:19),  we  must 
choose  ‘The  Great  Commission.’  ” 
Winding  road 

The  road  to  the  four  hours  of  discussion 
here  Dec.  17  was  one  which  has  wound 
through  three  general  church  agencies, 
beginning  last  spring  with  questions 
being  raised  by  the  staff  of  the  mission 
board  concerning  the  authority  of  any 
caucus  under  church  law  to  become  a 
"funding  channel.”  The  question  went 
to  the  denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  where  it  was  referred  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  At  its  fall  meeting  in 
Albuquerque, N.M.,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  asked  its  Relational  Concerns 
Committee  headed  by  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  of  the  Houston  area  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  matter.  That  committee 
called  for  the  hearing  last  week  and  will 
make  recommendations  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  at  its  meeting  next  spring. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  meeting 
here  last  week,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
two  sides  in  the  controversy  came  with 
radically  different  perspectives. 

In  a  3M>-page  statement  signed  by 
three  top  mission  board  officials,  the 
board’s  position  was  stated  to  be  one  of 
church  law.  It  warned  that  the  precedent 
of  allowing  an  unofficial  caucus  to 
become  a  funding  channel  for  the 
denomination  would  be  a  dangerous 
one,  affecting  not  only  the  mission 


church. 

"We  are  not  arguing  that  Good  News  or 
the  Evangelical  Missions  Council  should 
not  have  a  life  of  its  own,”  the  statement 
said.  “However,  they  have  now  gone 
public  indicating  they  perceive  their 
mandate  to  be  that  of  an  agency 
authorized  to  go  to  local  churches  for 
funds  to  be  transmitted  to  other 
missionary  agencies  and  that  they  have 
the  authority  to  legitimatize  United 
Methodist  missionaries  for  missionary 
work  in  other  mission  agencies.” 

What  is  the  issue? 

In  a  9‘2-page  paper,  the  caucus 
members,  however,  dealt  only 
peripherally  with  the  "church  law" 
issue,  saying  the  real  issue  is  one  of 
Christian  conscience  in  a  situation  where 
they  maintain  the  mission  board: 
(1 )  has  defaulted  in  carrying  out  both  its 
mission  function  as  set  forth  in  the 
UMC’s  "Book  of  Discipline"  and  in 
Christ’s  "Great  Commission”;  (2)  has 
been  ineffective  in  stopping  the  "drain” 
of  mission  contributions  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  independent  mission  agencies; 
(3)  has  diverted  mission  funds  away 
from  missionary  projects  and  into  other 
less  desirable  work;  (4)  has  begun  a 
"systematic  dismantling”  of  the 
missionary  force  through  an  anti-mis¬ 
sionary  philosophy  within  the  board; 
(5)  has  demoralized  missionaries  by 
placing  them  in  "impossible  situations”; 
and  (6)  has  discouraged  local  churches 
by  a  "negative  philosophy”  that  the  UMC 
does  not  have  the  ability  to  be  “an 
effective  instrument”  in  mission 
endeavors. 

The  paper  concludes  that  the  board  has 
quit  being  a  mission  board  and  has 
become  "a  Global  Board  of  Church  and 
Society”  which,  unless  changed,  will 
doom  the  "future  of  overseas  mission.” 

While  not  agreeing  "with  all  the  points 
made”  in  the  "Good  News"  paper, 
Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Area  and  president  of  the  World  Division 
of  the  mission  board  said  some  points 
"worth  consideration”  had  been  made. 
Missions  may  be  obscure 

Bishop  Nichols  said  he  agrees  that  the 
restructuring  of  the  old  Board  of 
Missions  into  a  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  in  1972  has  served  to  "obscure”  the 
denomination’s  overseas  mission  effort. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  he  said  the 
caucus  had  not  adequately  dealt  with  the 
implications  of  their  new  policy. 

"I  would  hope  this  whole  matter  could 
be  dealt  with  in  a  way  which  would  avoid 
this  confrontation,"  Bishop  Nichols  said. 
"The  ‘Good  News’  movement  has  an 
important  role  to  play  in  our  church,  but 
the  way  they  are  going  on  this  matter 
does  not  seem  beneficial  for  anyone.” 

Tracey  K.  Jones,  top  executive  of  the 
board,  disagreed  with  Bishop  Nichols  on 
the  effects  of  restructuring,  saying  he 
does  not  believe  world  mission  has  been 


obscured  by  the  structure. 

"The  issue  at  stake  is  one  of  church 
polity,”  Dr.  Jones  stressed  several 
times.  "We  have  dealt  and  are 
continuing  to  deal  with  the  kinds  of 
criticism  made  in  the  (Good  News) 
paper,  but  that’s  not  the  point  for  this 
meeting.  Th£  question  is  whether  we 
shall  allow  any  caucus  group  that  pleases 
to  raise  money  through  the  church  for 
whatever  purpose  it  sees  fit.” 

Bishop  Nichols  concurred  with  the 
final  point:  "If  you  (the  EMC)  encourage 
local  churches  to  send  money  to  you,  this 
is  very  serious  indeed.  This  can’t  fly  the 
way  our  church  operates.” 

The  Rev.  Philip  Hinerman,  chairman 
of  the  EMC  task  force,  said  the  "Good 
News”  board  of  directors  did  not  "want 
to  have  to  take  the  position  we  have 
taken.” 

"We  are  at  an  impasse  between 


NASHVILLE  —  Scarritt  College 
trustees  last  week  asked  the  school’s 
chief  administrator  to  draw  up  two 
plans:  one  for  sweeping  revisions  at  the 
school,  another  for  closing  it. 

Which  plan  will  be  used  depends  on 
whether  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  more  than  double  its  current  support 
of  the  college  in  the  1981-84  quadrennium, 
and  whether  the  school  can  secure 
emergency  funding  between  now  and 
then. 

The  school  "simply  cannot  exist”  in 
the  1981-82  academic  year  unless  the  1980 
General  Conference  will  agree  to  a  sub¬ 
stantial  increase  in  church  funding  for 
the  institution,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Donald  Welch,  who  was  named  interim 
president  Dec.  18  during  the  trustees’ 
special  session  here.  Mr.  Welch,  on  leave 
from  Wofford  College  in  Spartanburg, 
S.C.,  has  served  as  the  school’s  interim 
manager  since  Oct.  1. 

The  trustees  are  asking  the  church  to 
provide  approximately  $400,000  annually 
for  the  school  during  the  next  quadren¬ 
nium  —  more  than  double  the  $164,000  it 
received  this  year  as  one  of  three 
colleges  supported  by  the  UM  World 
Service  Fund.  In  the  meantime,  the 
board  hopes  to  secure  funds  for  immedi¬ 
ate  needs  through  sale  of  properties  and 
securities,  seeking  aid  through  UM 
boards  and  agencies,  increasing  tuition 
fees  for  1980-81  by  slightly  more  than  10 
percent,  and  approaching  alumni  and 
friends  of  the  college  for  their  support. 

A  special  study  committee  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  reported  to 


conscience  and  connectionalism,”  Mr. 
Hinerman  said.  "But  for  evangelicals, 
the  question  is  always  theological.  What 
General  Conference  does  with  structure 
and  our  frustrations  in  dealing  with  that 
structure  is  not  the  issue.  The  issue  is  the 
‘Great  Commission’  and  our  call  to  reach 
the  unreached  with  the  Word  of  God.” 

Mr.  Hinerman  said  "connectionalism” 
is  something  which  has  become  popular 
in  recent  years  when  used  as  “a  club  to 
beat  people  into  line  so  they  will  reach 
into  their  pockets.” 

The  Rev.  David  Seamans,  who  is  both  a 
member  of  the  "Good  News”  task  force 
and  a  director  of  the  mission  board,  said 
the  caucus’  policy  “in  no  way  changes 
our  first  commitment  to  try  to  work 
through  the  board  in  our  mission 
efforts.” 

"We  have  only  left  the  door  open  to  a 
higher  calling  of  conscience,"  he  said. 


trustees  that  Scarritt  is  “under-funded, 
under-enrolled,  under-managed,  over¬ 
staffed,  over-programmed,  and  cumber- 
somely  organized.”  Following  the  report 
and  recommendations  by  the  study  com¬ 
mittee,  the  board  declared  the  school  to 
be  in  a  state  of  "financial  exigency”  and, 
in  addition  to  approving  proposals  for 
funding,  formalized  a  plan  to  repay  past 
and  present  debts,  according  to  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  board  also  agreed  to  changes  in  the 
school’s  administrative  and  academic 
structure,  to  be  implemented  if  adequate 
funds  are  secured  to  keep  the  college 
open.  The  changes  are  designed  to  make 
Scarritt  a  “graduate  center  for  Christian 
education  and  church  music  in  the 
context  of  the  global  mission  of  the 
Christian  church.” 

The  reorganization  will  mean  eventual 
termination  on  changes  in  status  for 
seven  out  of  12  administrators,  eight  of  12 
full-time  faculty  members,  and  four  of  24 
support  staff  members. 

The  undergraduate  program,  with  29 
students,  will  be  discontinued  in  May, 
1981,  along  with  graduate  programs  in 
church  and  community,  and  evangelism. 
Centers  for  continuing  education  and 
women’s  studies  also  will  be  dropped, 
although  studies  in  these  areas  are 
expected  to  be  incorporated  into  the  new 
design. 

Mr.  Welch  told  TM/UMR  the  changes 
would  strengthen  Scarritt  by  defining  its 
purpose  as  a  graduate  center  for 
Christian  education  and  church  music. 

He  explained  the  "bottdm  line”  on  the 
school’s  survival  is  church  support.  "If 
the  church  does  not  feel  it  needs  Scarritt 
College,  then  it  has  no  reason  to  exist.” 
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Make  Lent  Personal 


Scarritt  College  seeks 
funds  to  stay  open 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 


board  but  the  structure  of  the  entire 

Refugees 
need  UM 
sponsors 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Eighty-six 
United  Methodist  Churches  could  make 
this  a  very  happy  new  year  for  more  than 
500  Indochinese  refugees  if  each  church 
would  offer  to  sponsor  one  refugee 
family. 

To  perform  this  mission  of  mercy, 
however,  the  86  churches  must  be  in  one 
of  six  geographical  areas:  southern  or 
central  California,  south  central  or  west 
Texas,  Denver,  the  Chicago  area,  the 
Philadelphia  area  or  northern  Virginia. 

Lilia  Fernandez,  refugee  officer  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  told  United  Methodist 
Communications  she  had  106  Indochinese 
refugee  cases  allotted  to  her  agency  in 
November.  More  than  80  percent  of  them 
are  “family  reunions.”  This  means  the 
refugees  must  join  relatives  already  in 
the  U.S.  And  those  relatives  live  in  the  six 
areas  mentioned. 

Out  of  the  106  cases,  only  20  are  “free 
cas&s,”  she  continued.  “These  are  people 
from  Laos  primarily  who  have  no 
relatives  (in  the  U.S.).  Thus  they  can  be 
sent  anywhere  .  .  .  where  a  church  is 
willing  to  sponsor  them. 

"We  check  to  see  which  churches  have 
been  waiting  the  longest  and  they  will  get 
the  free  cases,”  she  added. 

For  those  churches  eager  to  help,  Ms. 
Fernandez  has  two  suggestions.  Those 
determined  to  aid  only  Indochinese 
refugees  might  give  financial  assistance 
to  smaller  churches  in  the  key  areas 
which  do  not  have  enough  money  to 
shoulder  full  responsibility  for  a  family. 
Also  Ms.  Fernandez  is  making  an 
attempt  to  persuade  some  would-be 
sponsors  to  take  Ethiopian,  Cuban  or 
Eastern  European  refugees  who 
continue  to  be  admitted  to  this  country 
legally. 

For  more  detailed  information  on 
refugee  resettlement,  Ms.  Fernandez 
can  be  reached  at  212-678-6283  in  New 
York  City. 

“United  Methodists  have  responded; 
very  generously.”  commented  Ms. 
Fernandez.  “Early  this  year  we  had 
refugees  waiting  for  sponsors.  Now  the 
situation  has  changed  dramatically  for 
the  better.” 

UMCOR  resettled  2,081  persons 
between  January  and  September. 


For  Group  Study 

Rejoice  in  Your  Savior 
(Lenten  Study  Book) 

The  Lenten  season  climaxes  the  church 
year  and  brings  a  final  confirmation  to 
the  ChrisUan  message.  This  excellent 
seven-session  group  study  book 
effectively  challenges  Christians  to  let 
God  make  a  real  difference  in  their  lives. 
Ideal  for  study  by  all  adult  groups  in  the 
church  to  add  depth  and  richness  to  the 
season.  The  Scripture  for  this  study  is 
taken  from  The  Alternate  Lectionary  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

G03-043338 .  each,  1.40 

10  or  more  copies,  each,  1.20 


For  Personal  Devotions 
The  Sanctuary  for  Lent — 1980 
This  popular  Lenten  devotional  brings 
uplifting  messages  to  devout  Christians 
in  this  spirit-filled  season.  From  Ash 
Wednesday,  February  20,  to  Easter 
Sunday,  April  6,  it  is  a  dally  guide  for 
your  enUre  church  family.  Order  enough 
for  evervone! 

A01 -362421 .  per  hundred,  20.00  . 


C- ^okesbury, ; 


ORDER  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA 


201  Eighth  Avenue,  South 
Nashville,  TN  37202 


1661  North  Northwest  Hwy 
Park  Ridge.  II  60068 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame,  CA  94010 


SHOP  IN  PERSON  AT  THESE  BOOKSTORES: 

Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Burlingame  •  Charlotte  •  Cincinnati  •  Clearwater 
Columbia  •  Dallas  (2  stores)  •  Dayton  •  Denver  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Elmhurst 
Harrisburg  •  Houston  •  Indianapolis  •  Jacksonville  •  Kansas  City  •  Little  Rock 

. .  ihvllle  (2  stores)  •  North  Canton  •  Park  Rld( 

•  Richmond  •  Tea  neck 


Los  Angeles  •  Memphis  •  Nashville  (2  stores)  •  N 
Philadelphia/King  ot  Prussia  •  Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh  • 


ij 


